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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS: | 


CONTAINING: . 


The Antiquities of the Fews from the Crea- 
tion of the World, and the Author's Defence 
of them againſt Apion. Poſterity of Adam and 
ten Ages from him to theFlood. The Deluge 


and Preſervation of Noah and his Family. De- 
ſtruction of the Tower of Babel and Confuſion 


of Languages. Diſperſion of Noah's Poſterity, 
and Hiſtorical Account of the Nations founded 
by them. Famine in the Land of Canaan. 
Deſtruction of Sodom, &c. Lives, &c. of the 
Patriarchs, and their Poſterity. The ten Pla- 
gues of Egypt, and Deliverance of the Iſrae- 
lites from thence. 
Wilderneſs, and Conqueſt of the Idolatrous 


Nations. Reignsof the Kings of the Hebrews. 


Building of So/Joman's Temple. Deſcription 
thereof. Wars of the Philiftines, Aſſyrians, 


Their Travels thro' the 


Egyptians, &c. &c. againſt the Fews, to their 
Captivity and Building of the Second Temple, 
Birth, Actions, &c. of Feſus Chriſt. Detail of 
the Origin of High Prieſt of the Fews. Lite of 
Foſephus by himſelf, Chronicle of the Kings 
of Fudea. Revolt of the Fews from the Ro- 
man Government, and Civil Diſſentions. Sur- 
render of Jeruſalem to Pompey, Of the Mac- 
cabee s. Philo's Embaſly to the Jews. Cala- 
mities of the Fewi/p Nation. ee Inva- 
ſion of Galilee, and Progreſs of his Arms. March 
of Titus to Feruſalem. Deſcription of the Ci- 
ty and Temple; Portentous Omens of its Fall. 
Progreſs of its Siege. Exceſſive Famine in the 
City. Great Slaughter of the Inhabi.ants. 
Burning of the Temple, and total Deſtruftion 
of Ferilſalem by Titus. 


To which is Added, 


CHRISTOPHER NOLDIUS's HISTORY 


QF THE 


—= 


LIFE and ACTIONS of HEROD the Guzar. 


6— 


With Explanatory No rr s, Maps, 
and Accurate INDEX. 


and a Large 


= LONDON; 
Printed for the Proprietors, and ſold by the Book. 


ſellers of London and Weſtminſter. 
MDCCLIV, 


10 15 


HE works of that learned JEM, Flavius Joſephus, of which, now extant, we 
are giving the publick a New Lranſlation, have been ſo long, ſo univerſally, and ſo 
juſtly in the higheſt efteem, that an Encomium on them ſeems to be an uneceſſary la- 
bour. Their ſubjeF, their variety, and the elegance of their Stile, hath as Peffualh 
| recommended them to the notice of the Ingenious in all ages, as their Author's great 
Abilities did him to the Emperors Flavius and Titus Veſpaſian. 


Jam ſenſible how common athing it is, for Tranſlators to engage with violence in the cauſe of the 
author, whom they tranſlate ; and ſo endeavour to raiſe his reputation to a greater height than any 
of his competitors © But there is no room for me, even if I were infetted with this folly, to inſiſt in 
Fuller and more pompous terms, on the excellencies of Joſephus, than numnberleſs learned men have 
done before, whoſe praiſes aroſe ſolely from the merit they diſcovered in his writings. In which 
*71s hard to ſay whether the Energy of the Sentiments, or the Nervous Propriety of his Lan- 
guage, /trike us with greater admiration. 


He was, as himfelf tells us, a deſcendant from the line of Aaron. He had ſtudied with great 
attention, and that in the ſeveral SeEts of the Jewiſh religion, viz. the Pharaſees, the Saducees, 
th: Eſſenes. From kence he grew to be a perſon of great learning, and applying himſelf to the pub= 
lick affairs he became governor of Gallilee, where at the time of the Roman inv2jon he bravely 
defended himſelf, till at laſt being made priſoner he grew, from the treatment of Veſpaſian, 
aud his ſon Titus, a perfect dependant on the Romans. 


Having at firſt the advantage and inftrufion of his dn, and the other nations of the Faſt in 
view, he wrote originally in Hebrew. Mat part of which is leng fince loft, but reſolving afierwards 
to makethe Hiſtory of the Early Times known alſo to the Gentiles, he tranſlated them into Greek, W | 
which are what we now have, But his inclination to make his ſubjet} agreeable to the age inwhich | 
he wrote, occaſioned his falling from that degree of poſiti veneſs, which world have become a Fews 1 
2% writer, to that philoſophical diffidence of his own judgment, which induced him to add, It is 
ſo ſaid, This I leave to the conſideration of my Readers, before or after ſome mirarulons inſtan- Þ 
ces, which vecurr'd in his hiſtory, and which without ſuch a caution, might, in the opinion of the ip 
Romans, have fhock*d the credibility of this work, through their iguorance of the true God, and W 
want of belief in his power. | 


His Antiquities, is a work of immenſe learning, it contains an hiſtory to the days of Nero, dedu= 
ced from an ra, having for its beginning the beginning of the world ſelf, and containing an elu- 
-14ation of matters no were elſe to be found, ſave in the Holy Scriptures; the language in which 
they are related, is perfectly adapted to the ſolemnity of the narration, and is neither clouded with 
the pomp of Oriental Rhetorick, nor the truth varniſhed with that affeFed eloguence, which is too 
often the fault of Greek writers; 


His Hiſtory F his own Life, placed next in our "Tranſlation, as it is in Doctor Hudſon's admi- 
rable Edition of the Oriental, gives much light into his ſubſequent Hiſtory of the Wars of the Jews; 
ang by ſpewing the profeſſion, fortunes, and behaviour of the author, adds a ſanction to his perform= 
ance, fince it convinces us of his ability of writing well, of the Antiquities of his Country, who 
was himſelf a Jew, educated in all the various branches of their Knowledge; of which the Hiſ- 
tory of their actions always make the chief part, and at the [ame time diſplays the advantages he 
nad iu compoing the relation of that War, which ended in the ſack ef Jeruſalem ; in the begin- 


ing po 155 Le himſelf was an eminent commander, and of which he continued a careful ſpecta- 
or to its end. 
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This relation of the Roman Invaſion, and the Wars between that Republick and his cwn 
People, ſeems to be the moſt Iaboured part of all Joſephus's writings, He had been well received and 
afrerwards taken into high favour, by Flavius Veſpaſian and his Son Titus: Ia this account ther 
Jore of their atchievements, no doubt is to be made that our aut hor exerted his utmoſt Skill, Li; 
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is a very apparent elevation of his Stile, and a ſpirit diſcoverable throug hout the whole thread _ 


the narration, which ſpeaks plainly enough, the Deſire of Joſephus at once to do honour to the re- 


putation of his Patrons and ProteCtors, and to acquire the charatler of a great and judicious 
Hiſtorian to himſelf. 


His two books againſt Apion, in defence of the Antiquities of his own nation, and the authority 
of Moſes, are writing with great flrength of argument, and with much freedom in Expreſſion: In- 
deed Jolephus here, and every where elſe, ſtudies to avoid the imputation of a Bigot. He lays 
down the arguments which convince him ; he ſupports thoſe arguments by his reaſoning upon them, 
and coafirms the truth of all that he aſſerts from them, by matters of fact, which is certainly the 


* 


eaſieſt aud propereſt method enquiring after truth. 


His diſconrſe in two books of the Maccabees, is penned in a ſtile very different from that of his 
other writings; he ſeems to have affeffed here a more flowery aud rhetorical manner of ſpeaking 
than he makes uſe of elſewhere. And it looks as if he had deſigned this piece, by way of exerciſe 
in the art of oratory, as well as for convejing ſolid conſotation and inſtruction. However; as it 
aortas with fine thoughts, and beautiful expreſſions, the utmoſt care ſhall be taken to render it in 
this tranſlation, nearer aud more in the ſpirit of the original, than it is to be found in any hitherto 


extant, 


But *tis lowever fit to mention here, what tran/lations have been already made, of the works 6 
this author, into our language. And the reaſons which induced us to undertake this tranſlation, 
after ſo many that have gone before us, | 

The firft Engliſh ver/jon of Joſephus, was that dons by Moriſyn : 21 of a very old ftanding, 


and its phra/? 1s grown aliuoſt obſolete, though in the main it comes as near the Greek, as any 


that have ſucceeded its 


Doctor Lodge's was the next, and of his, copies are pretty frequent; but beſides that, the lan- 
guage is now old, the expreſſlon is in itſelf very dry and bald, and not-without great errors as to 


the ſenſe. 


Another, without any name, was publiſhed from the French Verſion, and not to cenſure ano- 
ther s work undeſervedly, is a very gied piece, except that bring thus twice removed from the ori- 


ginal, it does not always Keep up to the ſenſe of Jolephus, and hardly ever to his manner of Ex- 


preſſion. 


The laſt, is the famous one of Sir Roger L*Eſtrange, which has heen ſo long in poſſeJion of the 
public efteem, that we are not inclined to venture the reputation of ihis verſion, by making any 
attack upon it. But as it is at a very high price, and that Copioufneſs with which Sir Roger 
wrote, nw no longer the faſhion ; we have preſumed to offer an entire new Tranſlation to the Pub- 


Doctor Hudſon, Bodleian Library Keeper at Oxford: and which from its own merit, we hope 
will mcet with a favourable reception, 


As this is the only title, by which we can lay claim to encouragement, our readers may depend 
perfect, as ſhall render them eaſier in the peruſal than hitherto they have been. 
Noldius's hifory of Herod, what is publiſhed from thence will be entirely new ; and wilt 


o give the publick a true idea of the life and actions of that prince, who makes ſo great 
e in the Jewiſh hiftory, 


ick, from the laſt and beſt edition of the Original, publiſhed in two large volumes in folio, by 


on the mcſt affiduons diligence in the tranſlator, that this verſion may not only be exat# in its mat= 


FLAVIUS 
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= FLA/1US JOSEPHU& 

| OF THE 
NTIQUITIES of the 7E V 
SOOKk THE FIRST, 
Containing the Space of Three Thouſand Eight 
I Hundred and Thirty-Three Years. 


1 


nee 


P F thoſe who have apply'd themſelves to writing hiſtories, I find not one, nor the 
ame cauſes, moved them to their undertakings ; but that on the contrary, they 
were induced to them, from ſeveral, and thoſe very different reaſons. For the 
hopes of acquiring glory, through a diſplay of eloquence, hath drawn certain 
perſons to this kind of writing; while again there have been authors, who aimed 
| at nothing more than making their court to thoſe, whoſe actions they. have record- 
Wed, and to that purpoſe have dedicated all their pains : Some alſo having been themſelves en- 
gaged in things of which they wrote, thought they were therefore under a neceſſity of preſer- 
wing the memory of them to poſterity, and a noble deſire of retrieving ſi um oblivion, things 
| worthy of knowledge, hath excited in others the ſame inclination of writing, for the publick 
benefit. Of theſe motives, the two laſt are thoſe which have weigh'd moſt with me. For in 
the war our nations of the Jews had with the Romans, being myſelf perfectly acquainted with 
all the tranſactions, and that event which they produced, I am, as it were, conſtrained to this 
undertaking, that thereby I may confute thoſe, who have in their writings depraved the truth. 


2. In entering on this work, I am confident of gaining the approbation of the Creeks, ſince 
it will comprehend the whole antiquities of our nation, and the conſtitution of the republick, 
tranſlated from the Hebrew writings, I had indeed thoughts heretofore, when I was writing 
the hiſtory of the war, to have explained the origin of the Fews, the courſe of their fortunes, 
and under what legiſlator they were taught the worſhip of God, and the practice of other vir- 
ues, with the wars in which thro' ſo many ages they engaged, unto the laſt, into which, againſt 
their wills, they were plunged with the Romans. But when I found that argument too prolix, 
divided it from the other, and in this work properly dedicated to that purpoſe, have proſe- 

uted it from beginning to end. Yer in that ſpace of time in which I compoſed it, as is uſual 
(with thoſe who undertake ſuch difficult pieces of work, I found myſelf tired and inclined to be 
lazy when I perceived of how great a quantity of matter I ſhould be obliged to treat, and that 
too in a foreign tongue, But ſome, out of a deſire of ſeeing the work, encouraged me to go 
pn, and above all Eerapyropitus, a man greatly addicted to all ſorts of learning, eſpecially 
Fo. hiſtory, who had himſelf been concerned in many momentous affairs, and gone through ſe- 
geral viciſſitudes of fortune, in which he manifeſted a peculiar elegancy of genius, and an un- 
haken ſteadineſs in virtue. Out of regard therefore to him, who is ſo zealous a patron of 
whatever may be of publick uſe, and out of ſhame at ſeeming to prefer an ignoble ſloth, to fo 
promiling a labour; I ſer about it with new ſpirits, to which nothing gave me greater encou- 


agement, than my reflecting on that complacence, with which our anceſtors communicated 


uch things to ſtrangers, and the warm endeavours of ſome of the Creeks, towards the attaining 
he knowledge of our affairs. 


3. When I reflected alſo that Kin 
haſing books of uſeful learning, 


g Prorzux the ſecond, a prince much given to pur- 
erein relating to our government, 


having a fervent deſire to procure our law, and the things 
: to be tranſlated into Greek; and that Eleazer, who yielded 
ons to none of his predeceflors in the Priefthood, denied not this fayour unto that monarch ; 
No * would neyer have done, if it had not been the cuſtom of our progenitors not to con- 


h gea! 


The PREFACE. 


ceal from any, things honeſt and landable in themſelyes. I rhought it convenient for me to 
imitate this magnanimity of our high Prieſt, ſince I am ſatisfied that in this age there are a 
great number, whoſe deſires to the ſame purpoſe are as earneſt as thoſe were of that prince, 

et was not the whole of the ſcriptures, but only what related to the law, ſent by thoſe who 
interpreted it to him at Alexandria. For the things deliver'd in the ſacred writings are innu- 
merable, ſince they contain the hiſtory of : five thouſand years, abounding with ſurprizing 
events, the various fortunes of war, the glorious atchievements of many generals, and not a 
few revolutions in ſtates. Throughout the whole of which Hiſtory, it may more eſpecially 
appear to its readers, that to thoſe who are obedient to the will of God, and fearful ot traoſ- 

reſſing his commandments, all things ſucceed proſperouſly, (even beyond Fruit a crown of 
Faiciey remaining for them with God ; and on the contrary, to thoſe who fail in ſuch an obſer- 
vance, all things, however eaſy they ſeem, become impracticable ; and their deſigns, how juſt 
ſoever they appear, determine in irreparable calamities. I exhort therefore thoſe, who ſhall 
read theſe writings, that they raiſe their minds to the contemplation of the Deity, and examine 
whether our-Lawgiver hath not ſpoken of his nature with becoming dignity, repreſenting the 
proportion of his greatneſs by his works, aud avoiding wholly in his narration, thoſe fables, 
with which all others on the ſame ſubject abound ; Altho' conſidering the vaſt diſtance of times 
and their obſcurity, he might have invented, and impoſed upon us without danger of detection, 
for he was born two thouſand years ago, a date to which the Poets dare not ſo much as refer 
the genealogies of their Gods, or look for the laws and tranſactions of mankind. In proceeding 
therefore we ſhall ſet down all things from him accurately, and in order, ſince in the courſe of 
this work, 1 have promiſed neither to add, nor leave any thing wanting. 


ut becauſe tho remaining part of our labours depends almoſt wholly on the wiſdom of 
Moſes, our Lawgiver ; it ſeems but requiſite that we ſhould firſt of all ſay N concerning 
him, to ſatisfy the doubts of thoſe, who ſeeing the conſtitution and hiſtory of our nation 
promiſed in the title of our work, may be confounded, when they find ſo many things relatin 
to the knowledge of nature inſerted therein. Jr is fit therefore that they ſhould be —— 
how that he lays it down as neceſſary before all things, that whoever would either lead his own 
life well, or preſcribe rules for e e the lives of others, ſhould in the ficſt place, conſider 
the nature of the Divinity, and contemplating his works in his mind, endeavour to imitate, as 
far as he is able, that be EXAMerE in all things; for without ſuch ſpeculation, neither can the 
Legi/lator be rightly qualified in himſelf, nor can his writings conduce much to virtue amongſt 
thoſe who receive them, unleſs he teach them before all, that God being the common parent, 
and Lord directing the uniyerſe, hath given happineſs of life, unto ſuch as obey him, and 
ſurrounded with afflictions, thoſe who recede from virtue. Moſes therefore intending after this 
ſort to inſtruct his people, did not begin as all other Laugivers uſe to do, with accounting for 
thoſe contracts and covenants we make with one another. But elevating their minds to the con- 
templation of God, and his creating the world, he brought them to believe man the moſt noble 
creature on the earth, and having rendred their minds obedient unto piety, he eafily perſuaded, 
them of every thing elſe. For as all other Legiſlators following Fables, aſcribe the moſt ſhame- 
ful actions of men unto their Gods, and thereby afford the fulleſt excuſe unto the wicked; our 
 Lawgiver on the contrary, having aſcribed unto the Deity, the moſt pure and unſpotted virtue, 
he declares it to be the higheſt duty of men, as far as they are able, to aim at a participation 
of thoſe excellencies: And againſt ſuch as neither receive nor credit theſe things, he declares 
the ſevereſt cenſures; by this, therefore, I beſeech my readers to examine theſe my labours, 
and they will then find nothing therein, which will ſeem either abſurd; unworthy the dignity 
of God, or of his love towards men; for that all things are diſpoſed in an exact conformity to 
the univerſal nature. This our Tegiſlator hath ſometimes obſcurely noted, at others, by becoming 
Allegories, it is expreſſed, and in caſes where it is neceſſary, it is clearly and plainly laid down. 
The cauſes of which, if any ſhall endeayour to arrive at in his mind, a deep and philoſophi- 
cal attention will be requiſite ; wherefore I leave it at the preſent, purpoſing if God ſhall 
give me lite, to enter on thoſe diſquiſitions as ſoon as I ſhall have finiſhed the work I am 
upon. But now I will turn myſelt to the relation of things, delivering firſt what is ſaid of 
the creation of the world, in the words of Moges, which as I have found them in the facred 
ſcriptures, runs thus, | | | 5 


2 V,, 


na. 


the beginning God created the 
3 and 17 . But the earth 
not being cogniſeable by ſight, becauſe 
of its being inveloped in thick dark- 
neſs, the Spirit moving on it from above, 
God commanded that there ſhould be light, 
which when it thined forth diſcovered the whole 
maſs: He ſevered then the light from the 
darkneſs, and the darkneſs he called night, but 
the light he called day, 'The breaking forth of 
light, and the time of repoſe, he named alſo the 
morning and evening: and thus was the firſt 
day; which Mes called One only ; for which 


» 


I could here aſſign a reaſon, but that, as I have 


promis'd an intire book on theſe curious ſub- 
jects, I refer myſelf thereto, at the time, when 
publiſh'd, for an explanation. After, on the 
Second Day, he placed the Heaven above all 
things, and having ſeparated 1t, he encom- 

aſſed with a chriſtialine medium, making it hu- 
mid and rainy, for the ſake of the earth, that 1t 
might be rendred fruitful by ſhowers. On the 
Third Day he eſtabliſhed the earth, ſurrounding 
it every where with ſea, and the ſame day 
plants; and their ſeeds were brought forth by 
the earth. On the Fourth Day he enhghtened 
the heaven with the ſun, moon, and other ſtars, 
appointing unto all their ſeveral courſes, that 
the viciſſitudes of times and ſeaſons might from 
thence be known. On the Fifth Day he made 
the fiſh that ſwim in the deep, ana the birds 
that fly through the air, diſmiſſing them into 
their reſpective elements, that by commixtures 
amongſt themſelves they might propagate their 
kind, and thereby encreaſe and multiply. On 
the Sixth Day he created all four-footed beaſts, 
making them male and female ; and on the ſame 


day he formed Mar. And thus, as Moſes faith, 
in theſe fix days the world and all things therein 


were made. On the Seventh Day alſo, God 
is ſaid to have reſted, and to have ceaſed from 
his works. Aud on that day therefore we ab- 
ſtain from labour, calling it Sabbath, which in 
the Hebrew language ſignifies Ref. 

But after this ſeventh day Maſes applies him- 
ſelf to interpreting nature, and begins with 
deſcribing thus the formation of Man. God 
made Man out of the lime of the earth, and 
put into him Spirit and Life; and this man was 
called Adam, which fignifies in the Hebrew 


colour, God alſo brought one of every kind 
of animals, male and female, unto Adam, 
thewing him them; and unto theſe he gave 
thoſe names, by which they are ſtill called, 
Seeing alſo that Adam wanted the ſociety and 
company of a female, for there was no other 
animal that was without; but he being ſtricken 
with a deep ſleep, God taking out one of his 
ribs, made thereof a woman, who being brought 
unto Adam, he acknowledged her as part of 
himſelf. The Hebrew, in their dialec, call a 


CHAP 1 


tongue, RED, becauſe he was made out of 
a red maſs ; true and virgin earth being of that 


of the Creation of the World, and the Diſpoſition of the Elements, 


woman [SF A, but the name of this woman 
r. EVE A, which ſignifies the mother of all 
iving. 

He beſides informs us, that God had planted 
a garden eaſtward, in which flouriſhed every 
kind of plant; and amongſt theſe there was 
the Tree of Life, and another alſo Kncwledgpe ; 
by the means of which might. be diſcover'd 
what was Good and what was Evil. Into this 
garden God having brought Adam and his 
wife, he commanded them to take care of the 
fruits thereof, Now this garden was wa- 
ter'd by one river, which ſurrounding its whole 
circumterence, divided itſelf into four parts. 


Phiſon, which in its name ſignifies a Multitude, 


paſſing thro* India falls into the ſea, and by 


the Greeks is called Ganges. But Euphrates 


and Tigris run into the Red Sa. Now Eu- 
phrates was called Phora, which meaneth Di/- 
perſion, or a Flower; and Tigris, Diglath, which 


is expounded Narrow, Rapid. Geon, laſtly, 


which runneth through Agypr, in our lan- 
guage ſignifies, riſing from the Eaſt, and is 
called Nelus, of the Greeks. | 


God likewiſe commanded Adam, and the 


woman, to eat of all the other plants, bur 
from the Tree of Knowledge to abſtain ; fore- 


warning them alſo, that whenſoever they 


touch'd thereof, Death ſhould come therefrom. 
Hitherto all creatures converſed together in 
the ſame tongue. The Serpent living with 
Adam and his wife familiarly, envy*d the feli- 
city which they were to enjoy, while in obe- 
dience to God. Believing therefore that they 
would fall into ſome very great evil, if they 
ſwerved from that obedience, he maliciouſ] 
perſuaded the woman to taſte of the Tree of 
Knowledge, telling her, in that lay the faculty 
of diſcerning between good and evil; of which, 
if they were once pofleſſed, they ſhould lead 
lives not only in an happy, but even in a di- 
vine ſtate. By this pretence he ſeduced the 
woman, inſomuch that ſhe neglected the pre- 
cept of God; and having taſted of the Zee, 
and being delighted with the fruit, ſhe perſuaded 
Adam alſo that he ſhould make uſe thereof. 
Now when they underſtood that hitherto they 
had been naked, and were confounded with their 
new- found ſenſe of ſhame, they began to look 
about tor cloathing. The Tree being the cauſe 
of this their inſight and underſtanding. They 
covered themſelves therefore with fig- leaves, 
putting them before their nakedneſs, and fan- 
cied themſelves already the happier, ſince they 
had diſcovered ſomething of which they had a 
want. But when God came into the garden, 
Adam, who before was ready to diſcourſe with 
him, now out of conſciouſneſs hid himſelf. 
God thereupon examined into the cauſe of this 
change, and asked him, why he, who heretofore 
had been ſo well pleaſed with his preſence, 
naw fled from and hid himſelf, through fear ? 
But he, now ſenſible of his offence, anſwered 
nod 


NY Si af if 9, ne 


« by my providence, 


acquiring gain. 


* 
© wards ye was, that ſhe ſhould live hfppily and 
© be free in all things from evil, that without 


« ſuffering. care, or ſolicitude in your ,own. 


de mind, all things requiſite, either for uſe or for 
5 delight, ſhould- have been provided for ye 
without labour or 
ce miſery, by which old age cometh on, and 
ée life (an not continue for a long ſpace, ſince 
© by the contempt of my commands ye have 
* loſt all title to thoſe bounties : neither 
© from virtue, but an evil conſcience, is it 
& that ye now hold your peace.” Then Adam 
excuſed himſelf, and beſeeched God not to be 
offended with him, at the ſame time accuſing 


the woman, and ſaying, that again deceived 


by her, he had ſinn'd. The woman accuſed the 


| Serpent, Then God thus puniſhed Adam for 


having yeilded to the counſels of the woman, 
faying the earth ſhall no more ſpontaneoully 


Fraviuvs Jostrnvus 
F Hot a word. Then ſaid God, My deſign to- 


bring forth fruit, but from much Labour and 
trouble ſhall it bear, and not that always nei- 
ther, which thou expecteſt. He puniſhed Eve 


"alſo, with the pains of child-bearing, for 


yeilding firſt to the temptations of the Serperr, 
and afterwards ſeducing Adam, which had in- 
volved them in all 128 calamities. From the 
Serpent likewiſe, he took away his uſe of Speech, 
ſince ſo maliciouſſy and wickedly imployed 
againſt Adam, and put venom in his tongue, 
declaring enmity between him and human race, 
e them to ſtrike his head, both be- 
cauſe therein lieth his power againſt man, and 
becauſe blows thereon are ſooneſt mortal. De- 
priving him alſo of his feet, he cauſed him to 
flide on the earth, and trail his body upon the 
ground. Having thus inflicted theſe puniſh- 
ments, he turned Adam and Eve thence into 
another place. | 


CH A-PF 1. 
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HERE were born unto Adam and Eve 
| two ſons, the elder of which was called 


Cain; which word, if interpreted, ſignifies 


Poſſe/ion, But the name of the ſecond was 
Abel, that is, Grief, There were born to them 
alſo daughters. The brothers applied them- 
ſelves to different methods of living: the 
younger Abe/, honour'd juſtice, and believing 
God beheld all he did, fix'd himſelf in a 
ſteady purſuit of virtue, and choſe to lead a 
ſolitary lite in keeping ſheep. 
Bur the other, Cain, was a moſt wicked flagi- 
tious perſon, and addicted himſelf wholly to 
He firſt invented the art of 
tilling land, and ſlew his brother on this occaſion. 
Having agreed to offer ſacrifice to God, Cain 
offered ot the produce of the ground and the 


fruits of the earth; but Abe! immolated milk 


and the firſtlings of his flock. God was better 
pleaſed with the latter, as being ſpontaneous 
and according to nature, and therefore more 


roperly ſacrificed to his honour than the 
. which look'd like the produce of 


avarice, forc'd and extorted by the power of 


Man. 

Hereupon Cain being enraged at the ofe- 
ference which God had given to his brother, 
flew him, and hid the body priyately, in hopes 
it might be concealed. But this wicked act 
being known unto God, he enquired of Cain 
where his brother was, for that of ſeveral days 
he had not been ſeen, whereas formerly they 
uſed always to be together, Cain confounded 
in his mind, and not having wherewith to an- 
ſwer God, driven to a ſtrait; ſaid at firſt, that 
he himſelf had not ſeen him. But God queſti- 
oning him yet more narrowly, he anſwered 
fiercely, that he was neither his brother's tutor 
or Keeper, nor bound to take care of his affairs. 
Then God thought fit to charge him direct! 
with the murder, It is a wonder (aid he to 
Cain) that thou can'ſt not tell what is become 
* of thy brother, when thou thy ſelf hatt ſlain 
e him.“ Thereupon Cain offering ſacrifice and 


Of the Poſterity of Adam, and the Ten Ages from him to the Flood. 


beſeeching God to mitigate his puniſhment, he 
did not put him to death, bur accurſing him 
and his poſterity unto the ſeventh generation, 
after he had pronounced this ſentence upon 


him, he drove him and his wife out of that re- 


gion. But he, terrified with this judgment 
and fear, that while he thus wandered over 
the earth the wild beaſts ſhould fall upon him, 
and ſo he ſhonld be flain : But God com- 
manded him to lay aſide his ſorrow on that ac- 
count, for the beaſts ſhould do him no hurt, in 
his travelling over the earth, which therefore 
he might do without fear; and having ſo ſaid, 
he commanded to be gone. = 

Cain and his wite having traverſed an im- 
menſe ſpace of land, he at laſt built Naid, fo 
is that city call'd ; where having fix'd his ha- 
bitation he begat children. 

But far from being reformed by this chaſtiſe- 
ment he grew ſtill worſe and more incorrigible, 
indulging himſelf in all luxurious delights and 
enjoyments, and injuring continually thoſe who 
held correſpondence with him on any occaſion, 
augmenting however his own private fortune 
exceſſively, by the ſpoils which he thus, by 
force and violence acquir'd, inviting alſo to 
him certain depraved and debauched perſons, 
he became, as it were, their chief, and ſo in- 
ſtituted this baſe ſort of liſe. | 

He alſo changed that ſimplicity, with which 
men lived in thoſe ancient times, by the in- 
vention of weights and meaſures; turning that 
innocency and greatneſs of mind, which during 
the ignorance of thoſe things, animated the 
breaſts of mankind, into fraud and craft. 

He firſt incloſed lands, and built a city 
which having ſurrounded with walls, he obligec 
all his family to live within its bounds. 

This city he call'd Anoch (or Enoch) fro 
his eldeſt ſon of that name. Jared was the ſo! 
of Aacch, from whom deſcended Mariel (o 
Mahalaleel) whoſe fon was Methuſala. Methu 
ſala begot Lamech, who had ſeventy- ſeven ſons 
by two wires, Sella and Ada. Of theſe Fob 
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whom he had by Ada, was the firſt who made 


tents, and addicted himſelf ſolely to feeding of 


cattle. Fuba! his brother applied himſelt to 
muſick, and was the inventor of the pfaltry 
and harp. Thobel (Cubal) the ſon of Lamech 
by his other wife, being very ſtrong in his 
perſon, became eminent from his Skill in war, 
from whence he acquired riches, and was alſo 
the firſt who wrought in metals. Lamech was 
alſo father of a daughter, named Naamus. He 
being well verſed in divine knowledge, per- 
ceived that himſelf, as a deſcendant of Cain, 
was involved in the judgmens paſſed on him 
for the murder of his brother ; 
this he apprized his two wives. Even in the 


life of Adam, the poſterity of Cain grew wie- 


ked and flagitious, and imitating one another, 
ſwell'd their crimes {till to a greater bulk, be- 
ing naturally addicted to war and rapine. And 
in a word, if any came behind the reſt in cru- 
elty and ſhedding blood, they were given how- 
ever to ſpoiling their neighbours, and with a 
ſort of profligate madneſs, were continually 
offering injuries and outrages to all near them. 

But Adam, who was firſt made out of the 
earth, (for our hiftory requires that we ſpeak 
again of him) after Abel was ſlain, and Cain, 
for that murder, driven away, began to think 
of peopling the world. He grew thereupon 
vehemently deſirous of children, and being 
now two hundred-and thirty years old, to which 
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N this manner mankind lived for the ſpace 
of ſeven generations; acknowledging God 
to be the ſupream ruler of all things ;, and 
having a perfect regard to virtue in all their 
actions. But in proceſs of time they dege- 
nerated from the pious examples of their 
fathers, neglecting both the religious worſhip 
and honour they ought to have paid unto the 
Deity, and all the moral duties they owed to 
one another. And as they had before ſtudi- 
ouſly followed an honeſt and laudable courſe 
of life, they now, with double Induſtry, ad- 
dicted themſelves to every ſort of wickedneſs, 
by which they juſtly drew the wrath of the 
Almighty. For the Angels of God having 
converſation with women, begat on them ſons, 
who truſting to the ſuperiority of their own 
ſtrength, over the reſt of mankind, 1njured and 
ſpoiled all who were near them ; and in their 
outragious acts very much reſembled the 
Giants, mention'd by the Greeks. Now Noah, 
who was exceedingly troubled at the ſight 
of theſe rhings, reproved them for their of- 
fences, and earneſtly perſuaded them to a new 
and better courſe of life. But perceiving 
they gave no heed to his diſcourſes, and on the 
conrrary were buried in their luſts, fearin 
they might kill him, he, with his wife, children, 
and thoſe who had married into his family, 
withdrew out of that land. 

God therefore loved him for his juſtice, but 
became ſo incenſed againſt the whole race of 
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having added ſeven hundred years more, at 
length he died. He had, however, a numerous 
offspring, and amongſt theſe was Seth. 2 

As it would carry my hiſtory into a great 
and unneceſſary length, if I ſhould ſpeak 0 
all theſe, fo I ſhall confine myſelf only unto 
thoſe, who are deſcended from this Seth ; who 
being educated carefully by his father, 
when he came to an age, 1n which he was able 
to diſtinguiſn good from evil, was a ſteady fol- 
lower of virtue, and as he grew up a man, 
took the ſame care ih the education of his 
deſcendants, who all kept unto the character of 
ſo excellent a father. For being perſons of fine 


parts, and greatabilitics, they nor not only lived 


in the world happily, and quietly, none of 
them ever moleſting others, but alſo by their 
wiſdom, made Hes progreſs in the ſcience of 
aſtronomy, or Knowledge of the heavenly bo- 
dies. They alſo, leit men ſhould loſe the be- 
nefit of their inventions, having been foretold 
by Adam, that the world ſhould be twice de- 
ſtroyed, by water, and by fire, erected two 
pillars, one of brick, and another of ſtone, and 
engraved them upon each, with intent that if that 
of brick were carried away by the violence of 
the waters, the other of itone might yet pre- 
ſerve the inſcription. This happened, as they 
had foreſeen, but the ſtone pillar remains in 
the land of Hriad to this day. e 


III. 


1 p | 5 
Noah, how he ans; his Family were preſerved in the Ark, and how 
he afterwards inhabited the Plain of Sennaar, 


mankind for their wickedneſs and total depravity, 
that he reſolved utterly to deſtroy them, aud 


create a new people, of pure and undefiled 


minds: He ſhortned then the period of humane 
lite, and confined it to the ſpace of one hun- 
dred and twenty years, afterwards turning the 
whole tace of the earth into ſea, he thereby 
cut them univerſally off. Noah was alone pre- 
ſerved, God inftructing him in the contrivance 
of a veſſel for that purpoſe. He built an Ark 
of tour ſtories, in length three hundred cubits, 
in breadth fifty, and in height thirty : Into 
which he, with his mother, his children, and 
thoſe whom they had married, went up, carry- 
ing alſo with him all things neceſſary and of 
every kind of animals, two and two, male and 


female, for preſerving their ſpecies; and of 


ſome kinds he carried even. The ſides alſo 
of the Ark were made very ſtrong, and its 
roof carefully made tight, ſo that it might be 
in no danger of leaking, from the violence of 
the waters. And after this manner it was that 
Noah and his family were preſerved. With 
reſpect to the generations between Adam and the 
flood, it food this: Noah was the ſon of 
Lamech, who was begotten of Methu/alah, as 
he was of Anoch, the fon of Jared, who with 
many other children deſcended from Cain, the 
ſon of Enos, which Enos was the ſon of Seth, 
the ſon of Adam. . _ 

Now this calamity fell out in the fix hun- 
dredth yur of Noah, in the ſecond month, 


| which 


IO 


which by the Macedonians is called Dius, by 
the Hebrews, Maruſane, according to the 
Egyptian method of dividing the years. 
But Moſes calls it Mſan, that is Xanthius, 
which he commanded ſhould in all eccleſiaſtick 
affairs, be accounted the firſt month, becauſe 
in that, he brought the children of 1/7ae/ out 
of Egypt; but with reſpe& to buying and 
ſelling, and other civil affairs, he left the year 
to be reckoned after the ordinary courſe. For 
he reckons the vehemence of the waters to 
have begun pouring tie twenty firſt of the 
aforeſaid month ; and in the year two thouſand 
ſix hundred and fifty ſix, from the creation of 
Adam, the firſt man; as it is recorded in the 
ſacred books, wherein the ages of famous men 
are with great diligence preſerved, the date 


of their births, and of their deaths being exactly. 


fer down. 
When Adam was two hundred thirty years 
old, his ſon Seth was born, and Adam lived 
until he was nine hundred thirty years of age. 
Seth, at two hundred five, begat Exos, and 
lived *till he was nine hundred twelve years 
old. He left all to bis fon Cainan, whom 
he begat at a hundred ninety, who lived to 
nine hundred five. But Cainan lived to nine 
hundred ten, leaving a ſon Malael, whom he 
begat at a hundred ſeventy. This Malael when 
he had lived eight hundred ninety five years 
died, and left his fon fared, whom he begat 
at a hundred ſixty five years of age. Who after 
he had lived to nine hundred ſixty two years, 
was ſucceeded by his ſon Anoch, (or Enoch) 
who was born to him when he was a hundred 
ſixty two years old. Who when he had lived 
three hundred ſixty five years was taken of 
God, which 1s the reaſon his death is not any 
where ſet down. But Anoch (or Enoch) lett 
a ſon Methuſala, whom he begar at one hundred 
ſixty five; and this Met huſala at the age of 
one hundred cighty ſeven, had a fon Lamech, 
to whom he left that authority which he had 
held nine hundred ſixty nine years. Now 
this Lamech governed ſeven hundred ſeventy 
ſeven years, and left all to his ſon Noah, whom 
he had at the age of one hundred eighty two 
years, who held the power nine hundred and 
fifty years. All thoſe years collected into one 
ſum make up that exactly, which is before 
mentioned. Nor 1s there occaſion, in order to 
compuration, to obſcrve the time of each of 
their death, (ſince ſome of them lived very 
long with their deſcendants) but we need for 
that purpoſe, to regard the times of their 
births only. 


Now when God had given the ſign, the rain 


began, and it continued for forty days, pour- 
ing down from heaven, until the earth was 
fifteen cubits under water, which was the cauſe 
of taking away all hope, ſince there was no 
place of fatety left upon the earth. The rain 
cealing, the water in one hundred and fifty 
days decreaſed, until the ſeventh day of the 
ſeventh month, The Ark being then run a- 
ground, on a high hill in Armen, Noah open'd 
a window, and perceiving certain pieces of dry 
land appear, he comtorted himſelt therewith. 
A few days after, perceiving the water ſtill 
ſinking, he ſent out a C7cv, in order to diſcover 
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how far the flood had left the earth, and 
whether it was as yet ſafe for him to deſcend. 
But the Crow finding all places ſtill wet, re- 
turned again. | 

After ſeven days Noah let $0 a Pidgeon, in 


order to diſcover the ſtate of the earth, and 
ſhe returned unto him again, with her feet 
muddy, and an olive branch in her mouth, by 
which he knew that the earth was now freed 
from the Deluge. | 

Yet remaining feven days longer, he then 
diſmiſſed the animals out of the Ark; at laſt 
himſelf and his family alſo deſcended : And 
having firſt ſacrificed to God, afterwards eat 
and drunk themſelves, The Armenians call 
this place ArorATERION, 7. e. the place of 
coming out, and the inhabitants thereabouts 
ſhew certain remains of the Ark, which have 
been preſerved there unto this day. 

Now of this Deluge, and of the Ark, even 
the Barbarians, who have written hiſtory, 
make mention. Amongſt whom Beroſus, the 
Chaldean, ſpeaking of the flood, expreſſes 
himſelf thus: © Ir is ſaid, that part of this 
« veſlel (the Ark) is {till to be ſeen in a moun- 
« tain of the Cordyzans in Armenia; and of 
« rhe Bitumen, with which it was caulked, they 
ce break pieces, accounting them Amulets ; and 
« carrying them about with them, hope they 
«© may avert evils. . 

Hieronymus, the Egyptian, allo, who wrote 
of the antiquities of the Phenicians, mentions 
theſe things; as doth Manaſcas, and many 
othes, 

Nicolas Damaſcene, in his 96th book, 


Byt 
| wet of this event thus: © There is above 


« Minyas, in Armenia, a certain very great 
«© mountain, call 'd Baris, to which, in the time 
« of the Deluge, many flying were there ſaved 7 
« and it is allo ſaid, that a certain man was 
cc born thither in a veſſel, which ſtuck on the 
gc very top of the mountain; ſome pieces of 
e the wood of which are remaining there to 
5 this day: And this is perhaps, he of whom 
« Moſes, the Legiſlator. of the etws, wrote. 

But Noah, grievouſly afraid that God had 
decreed the utter extirpation of mankind, and 
that for that purpoſe, he* would bring on a 
yearly Flood, after offering ſacrifice to him, 
put up alto his petitions, that the Almighty 
would, by his providence, preſerve things in 
their former order, never again afſlicting men 
with the fame puniſhment, or by a common 
calamity expoſe all things living to deſtruction: 
But having inflicted a due reward of their 
crimes, on the guilty, he would protect thoſe 
always whom for their piety, he had hitherto 
preſerved : And who would otherwiſe be in a 
worſe ſtate, than if they had periſhed with the 
reſt, ſince after being terrified with the ſight 
of one Deluge, they ſhould be reſerved only 
to be buried in another. 

He alſo meſt humbly intreated the Deity, 
that accepting the ſacrifice he had offered to 
appeaſe him, he would turn away his wrath 
from the earth, that he and his poſterity ap- 
plying themſelves to cultivate it, and build 
them cities, might happily enjoy the fruits of 
their labours; and that wanting none of thoſe 
good things, which men poſſeſſed before the 

| Deluge, 
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eluge, they might live as long as former] 
yo 000 3 a 6,750 reached the extremity of 
old age, they might die in the ſame manner as 
their tathers. 3 8 

After Noah therefore had poured out his 
prayers betore God, the Deity being pleaſed 
with the juſt heart of the man, granted all he 
had deſired, ſaying alſo, that thoſe who pe- 
riſned, died for their own wickedneſs, and not 
through his will. For that he did not grant 
them life on ſuch terms, ſince then it would 
have been better never to have been given, 
than to be thus taken away. But by the 
, multitude of their offences, they ſo ſinned 
« (/aid the Almighty) againſt the purity of 
my nature, that they compelled me thus to 
ce puniſh them. But for the time to come, I 
„ will never again fo ſeverely puniſh, if thou 
c 1nterceedeſt tor them. For whatever tem- 
c peſts I may hereafter excite, they ſhall not 
again bring another flood upon the earth. But 
I command you alfo that you abſtain from kill- 
ing one another, and keep yourſelves un- 
ſtained from blood, punithing thoſe who 
oftend. All creatures alſo I give to your uſe, 
according to your wills, making you Lords 
over them, whether of the land or in the 
*« water, or which fly through the air, enjoyn- 
* ing ye only, that ye cat not their blood, 
* for in that is their $ou/. And as a pledge 
5 for my abating the edge of my vengeance, 
<* behold my Bow in the heaven, ſhall be a 
s {ign unto ye,“ (now with them the Iris, or 
Rainbow, 1s called God's Bow). And having 
thus ſpoken and promiſed, the Almighty went 
up again from Noah. 1 
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Of the Tower of Babylon, 


O AH had three ſons Sem, Faphet, and 
Cham, who were born an hundred Years 
before the flood ; they were the firſt who de- 
ſcending from the hills to the plains, there ſet- 
tled their habitation ; upon which others, who 
before dwelt in the Halls, out of fear of the 
Deluge, and were remiſs in leaving the ſanctu- 
ary, whether they had had recouſe for ſhelter ; 
at laſt, encourag'd by their example, came 
down alſo, and joyned them: and the plain in 
which they firſt dwelt, was called Sennaar. 
God now. commanding them, from the vaſt 
increaſe of mankind, to ſpread themſelves 
abroad, and plant colonies, as well to prevent 
quarrels, as that a larger part of the earth 
might be cultivated, and men reap the greater 
profit from its Fruit. But they, a ſet of rude 
and ignorant people, retuſed to yield obedi- 
ence to his mandate, by which they drew up- 
on themſelves great calamities, ſuffering there- 
by, what they juſtly merited from their daring 
oftence. Flourithing ſtill, and the multitude of 
their youth continually increaſing, God again 
councelled them that they ſhould draw out Co- 
leuies; but they fooliſhly believing, that they 
owed whatever they poſleſs'd, to their ſtrength, 
and ftrict union amongſt themſelves, and in no 
ſort to the good-will or benefice of their 


IE 
Noah lived three hundred and fifty years 
after the Deluge, and paſſed all that ſpace of 
time happily, and then died, at nine hundred 
and fifty years old. Whoever compares the 
length of theſe Patriarchs days, with the ſhort 
ſpace that now confines humane life, let him 
not therefore doubt of the truth thereof; for 
becauſe life 1s ſhort now, it does not follow 
that it could not be then long. For God was 
then a lover and friend to mankind: they were 
but lately formed by his hand; and their food 
and manner of living were better adapted to 
the preſerving ſtrength, and conſequently to 
longevity. Beſides, not only in regard to the 
ſtudy of piety, but alſo for bringing to per- 
fection the ſciences of Geometry and Aſtronompy, 
which require a long ſpace of life to arrive 
at, we may ſuppoſe the Deity prolonged it 
unto thoſe. The great Year, with reſpect to 
the cæleſtial bodies, being accounted no leſs 
than ſix hundred years. 

In this alſo, I am ſupported by the con- 
curring teſtimonies of all the antient hiſtorians, 
whether Greeks, or even of the barbarous IVA. 
tions. For both Manetho, who wrote the 
Egyptian hiſtory ; and Bero/us, who compoſed 
that of the Cha/deans; and Moc hus and Heſtiæus, 
and beſide them Hieronymus the Ag yptian, who 
wrote of the affairs of Phænicia, all agree in 
aſſerting this point. Heſiod alſo, and Hecatæus, 
Hellanicus, Acuſilaus, Ephorus, and Vicolaus, 
aver the antients lived to the age of one thou- 
ſand years. Let, after all, my readers are 
at ny to judge in this, as they ſee beſt 
cauſe. 


P. 
and Confuſion f Tongues, 


Creator, peremptorily denied to go. And be- 
cauſe this command was ſo much contrary to 
their inclination, they conceited that God in- 
tended by this compelling them to go forth in 
colonies, to deſtroy them all, when they were 
ſeparated, and far from one another. 

Nimrod (or as the Greek hath it Nebrod) the 
ſon of Cham, the ſon of Noah, perſuaded them 
to thus contumelioully treating the divine Ma- 
jeſty ; he was a perſon celebrated for his valour; 
bold and enterprizing in his behaviour, and 
who poſſeſs'd the people with an opinion, that 
they were to rely on themſelyes, their own 
power and wiſdom, for their felicity, and not 
at all on the divine Providence. 

By this method he firit ſet up a tyranny, for 
conſidering, there was no way to induce men 
to turn their backs on heayen, bur by gaining 
them to a firm hope and entire confidence in 
him as a Protector, he inſtill'd it into their 
minds, that God yet determining to cut them 
off, had reſolved to bring over the earth a 
new Deluge, but from this he undertook to de- 
fend them by erecting a tower of too great a 
height to be overflowed by the water, wherein 
they might brave the fury ot the flood, and 
Ee Bow revenge the death of their anceſtors. 


4 be 
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The ill-judging multitude, eaſily liſtned to 


the propoſitions of Mimrod, and began to think 


it a mean and deſpicable thing, to reverence and 
obey God ; and thereupon applying themſelves 
aſſiduouſly, and without ceaſing, to this their 
new concerted project of building a tower. 
The vaſt numbers of hands employ' d in this 
work, made it go on quicker than even them- 
ſelves had hoped, and it now roſe higher and 
higher daily: Bur at the ſame time they, inorder 
to make it ſtrong, built it ſo immenſely thick that 
to the eye of the ſpectators, much of its height 
was taken off. In its building alſo great care 
was taken, to cauſe its ſides of burnt brick to 
be made ſtrong and tight with bitumen, that 
the water, if it ſhould ſurround it, might find 


no place whereat to enter. God ſaw and was 


diſpleaſed with their madneſs, yet would he 
not cut them totally off, though they had im- 

rored ſo little from the dreadful judgment 
which fell upon the former place; but by 
changing their language brought diſcord 
amongſt them, one not being able to under- 
ſtand what the other ſaid. _ 


Now the place where this towor was built, 
from the confuſion of tongues, which firſt 
happened there, is called Babylon, for the 
Hebrews, in their language, call Confuſſon Ba- 
bel. But as to this tower, and this confuſion 
of languages, the $iby/ ſpeaks thus: 3 

« At the time when all men ſpake the fame 
ce language, they began to build an high tower, 
« which they erected, as if from thence they had 
« intended to ſcale heaven. But the gods letting 
ce looſe the winds upon them, overturned their 
6 ſtructure, and giving thereupon to each 
< their particular tongue, by that totally ruined 
« their deſign, from whence the name of the 


place was called Babylon. 


And as to this plain of Sennaur, that it lies 
within the juriſdiction of Babylon is proved 
by this paſſage, in the hiſtorian Hifrens, viz. 
The prieſts who eſcaped from the general 
« calamity, taking the ſacred things belong- 
« ing to Jupiter (Enyallius) or Victor came 
« unto Sennaur in Babylon. 


C 


How the Poſterity of Noah diſperſed themſelves over the Earth. 


T T Enceforward therefore, they diſperſed 

themſelves, and went forth in colo- 
nies, by reaſon of their different languages, 
going into every part of the earth, as 
they were directed by the proyidence of 
God, ſo that not only the ſhores, but the 
inland parts alſo of the land were tully peopled. 
Some alſo tranſporting themſelves in veſlels, 
inhabited the iſlands; and there are even yet 


remaining nations, which bear the name of 
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their founders, others indeed have left them; 
and ſome again for the fake of being eaſier 
underſtood, have altered them a little. Theſe 
latter owe their denomination to the Greeks, 
who having of late grown to great power, 

affected to make ſuch alterations, mightil 

out of hopes that the derivation of thoſe 


names being evident, they might be taken for 
their deſcendants. 


P. VI. 


Of thoſe Nations bearing the Names of their Founders, 


O W the ſons of Noah, had children born 
unto them, in whoſe honour, the nations 
each planted, bore his name. Thus Fapher 
the ſon of Noah; had ſeven ſons, Theſe poſ- 
ſeſſed all the country, beginning from the 
mountains Zaurus and Amanlis, and extending 

in Aja, unto the river Tanais, in Europe, even 
to Gades, cultivating and improving all the 
territory, in that ſpace, which was uninhabited, 
and conterring their names on ſuch places as 
they planted. | 

For thoſe whom the Greeks at this day call 
Galatians, were of old called Gormorites, and 
were the deſcendants of Gomar ; Magog alſo 
conducted that colony, anciently from his name, 
called Magoze, and by the Greeks Scythians, 
from the two ſons of Faphet Jovan, and 
Madus, viz. from Madus the Mudæans, whom 
the Greeks call Medes, were derived; and from 
Jovan the Iouians, and all the other Greeks 
in general are deſcended. Thobelus beſtowed 
a name on the people be planted, who in our 
age are called the eri (Spaniards). The Moſ- 
chenians too, took their name from Moſcch, 


and are the ſame we now call the Capagocians, 
who retain however ſome footſteps of their an- 
cient name, in that of one of their Cities Mae 
zaca, whence in old times it is probable all the 
country had the ſame name. Thiras again 
gave name to the Thirians, whom the Greeks, 
by a ſmall] alteration, call Thracians ; and 
theſe are the ſeveral nations planted by the 
ſons of Faphet. 

Now Gomar had three ſons, Aſc hanaxus, 
from whom came the A/chanaxians, now called 
Rheginians, by the Creeks, Rhiphathes, found- 
ed the Rhiphatheans : whoſe modern appella- 
tion is Paphlagonians and Thygrammes, planted 
the Thygrammeans, now by the Greeks ſtiled 
Phrypians, | | 

From Javan, the ſon of Japhet, ſprung three 
ſons, Ely/1s, who conterr'd his name on the 
Elyſæans, of whom he was prince, and who 
are now called AÆoliant. Tharſus alſo founded 
the Zharſians, ſince called Cilicians, the chief 
city of which called Zar/us, by an eaſy muta- 
tion of Theta into Tau, plainly points out its 
ancient game. Chet himus alſo gave denomina- 


tion 


tion to the iſland Chethyma, which 1s now cal- 
led Cyprus, and from which the Hebrews call 
not only all iſlands, but all ſea-coaſts alſo 
Chethim. What I fay is verified from the 
name of one. of the cities in that iſland, which 
remains yet the ſame ; thoſe who pronounce at- 
ter the Greek method call it Citium, which yet 
doth not differ much therefrom. Theſe leſſer 
nations were founded by. the deſcendants of 
Faphet. But I will here note one thing, which 
perhaps may be new even to the Greeks them- 
ſelves, and then procced in my narration. 
The Greeks, for the ſake of gracefulneſs in the 
words, change the termination of their proper 
names, whereas we keep them always exactly 
alike, and as they make uſe of Nolts, ſo we 
conſtantly retain Me, without alteration. 
The ſons of Cham ſettled themſelves in H- 
ria, from mount Amanus and Lybanus, even 
unto the ſca-coaſts, beſtowing upon all places 
within the limit of their dominions, names as 
they themſelves thought proper, but which 
have been ſince ſo changed and altered, that 
they are now ſcarce to be found in thoſe which 
have ſince then prevailed. However ſome of 
the old ones yet remain in uſe, but not many. 
Of the four ſons of Cham, the eldeſt Chus 
founded the Ethiopian nation, who, notwith- 
ſtanding all the alterations which have {ſince 
happen'd, are by themſelves, and the other Aſia- 
ticks, {till called Chufttes, or Chuſceans, to this 
day. The Maſtreans, alſo retain their ancient 
denomination, Ægypt being even till now cal- 
led Meſtren, and all who inhabited it Meftru- 
ans. So in the ſame manner Phutus, who 
conducted firſt a colony into Lybia, acquired 
the name and honour of a founder, by leaving 
the appellation of Phuti, or Phutians, with 


the nation he ſettled there. There remains 1n 


the country of the Moors to this time, a river 
ſtill retaining this name; and we meet with 
many of the Greek hiſtorians who mention this 
river, and alſo the country round it by the 
name of Phute; but as to its modern one, it 
derives it from Libys, the fon of Meſtraim. 
We ſhall ſhew hereafter how 1t came by the 
name of Africa. The country of Canaan de- 
rived its name from Chanaan, the fourth ſon 
of Cham and 1s the fame which we now call 
Judæa. 

All the ſons of Cham had alſo iſſue, Chas 
for inſtance had ſix Sons, Sabas the father of 
the Sabeans ; Evilas, from whom deſcended 
the Evileans, now called the Galatians ; Sa- 
Bat hes, from whom ſprung the Sabatheans, by 
the Greeks call the A/rabarians; Sabattus 
who founded the Sabattenians; Ramus, who 
founded the Ramæans, and had two Sons, Ju- 
dadas and Sabas, the firſt of which gave his 
name to the Judadæans in the weſtern part of 


Ethiopia, and the former conferring his on the 


Sabeans. But Nimrod, the fon of Chus, ſtill 
remained in the country of Babylon, where he 
ſet up a tyranny over the people, as I have 
before related. 

Meſtraim however had eight ſons, who ſeiz- 
ed and poſſeſſed themſelves of all the country 
between Caza and gypt, of whom the Pi- 
liftines only retain the antient denomination 
e's by their anceſtors, which by the Creeks is 
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called Palatine, For the reſt, viz. Ludiemus ? 


Enenimus, Nethidemas, Phet hreſim, Chejlem» 


Chephthorim, and Lubim (who lead the colony 
of the Lydians) we know very little. None 
of the names remaining to thoſe cities they 
founded, which were overthrown, as I ſhall 
atterwards relate, in the Athiopian war. 

Chanaan again was the father of eleven 
ſons, of which Sidonins left his name to the 
city he founded, and which is even by the 
Creeks called Sidon to this day. Amathins 
did the ſame to the city Amathine, which he 
built, and which (by its inhabitants) is called 
Amathe ſtill. Altho' the Macedonians; in ho- 
nour of one of the ſucceſſors of Alexander, 
called it Epiphania. Arudzus planted the 
Iand Aradaw ; and Arucæus built the town 
Arce, ſituated on Libanus. As for the other 
ſeven, Enawns, Chetens, Febuſzns, Ammoreus, 
Gergeſans, Eud.æus, Singus, and Samardus, 
ot them nothing more than their names re- 
mains in the ſacred Hiſtory, the Hebrews hav- 
ing razed all their cities for the reaſons fol- 
lowing. | 

Noah after the flood, upon his ſettling in 
the country, addicted himſelf to planting and 
cultivating whatſoever was necellary for uſe, 
having dreſſed and attended the vines, which 
he reared until ſuch Time as the fruit of them 
was ripe, he prefled it, and prepared the 
juice for wine, of which having ſacrificed the 
firſt fruits, he then drank thercof himſelt. 
By which being inebriated, he fell into a deep 
ſleep, and lay therein with his Nakedneſs bare, 
iu a manner very ſhametul and unſcemly. 

His youngeſt Son ſeeing him in this con- 
dition, called out to his brothers to come and 
make ſport with him; but they, touched with 
filial reverence, covered their naked parent. 
When Noah therefore came to himſelf, and to 
the Knowledge of theſe things, he bleſſed 
thoſe dutiful ſons, and tho' he did not curſe 
Cham in his perſon, yet he imprecated the moſt 
dreadful miſeries upon his offspring. This 
happened accordingly, the divine vengeance 
following the poſterity of Cham. As ſhall be 
ſhewn hereafter. „ 

Sem, the third fon of Noah, had five ſons, 
who from Euphrates to the Indian ocean, inha- 
bited all Aja. From Elamus came the Ela- 
means, from whom the Per/7zans are deſcended. 
Aſturos built the city of Niniveh, and left his 
name to the Aſſprians, his people, who roſe 
afterwards to a moſt potent empire. Ar- 


phaxad beſtowed his name on thoſe whom we 


call the Chaldeans, over whom he was prince. 
From Arum came the Arameans, whom the 
Greeks call now Syrians. As thoſe were ot 


old called Ludians, we now ftile Lyd7ans, from 


Ludas their firſt captain, 1 

Aram had four ſons, one of thoſe Lz, found- 
ed Trac honitis and Damaſcus, which lies be- 
tween Palaſtine and Colo- ria. Armenia vas 
poſſeſſed by U!. Gather had Badria, und 
Maſas, who gave name to the Maſena aus, cal- 
led now, as ot Hints, Churax by Fyrs. 

From Arphaxad deſcended Salas, and from 
him Heber, from whom the Fews were orig 
nally called Hebrews, Heber had two ſons 
FotFan and 1 e Ye he latter was jPhalec, 
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from the diviſion of the lands, for Phalec in the 
Hebrew Tongue ſignifies Partition. Now the 
ſons of Foftan, the ſon of Heber, were theſe, 
E!modadns, Salephus, Azermothes, Ezaes, Fdo- 
ramus, Ezelus, Declas, EBal, Abimael, Sabeus, 
Ophieres, Evilates, Fcbab. Theſe poſſeſs all 
the Territory from Cophone a river in India, 
unto the region Aria ; and theſe are the Gene- 
rations of ben. 

Let us now then carry on our diſcourſe to 
the Hebrews; from Phalec the ſon of Heber de- 
ſcended Rag aus, from whom came Serug, whoſe 
Son was Nachor, who begat Tharres, who was 
the father of Abram the tenth in deſcent from 
Noah, and this Cram was born in the two hun- 
dred aud ninety ſecond year from the deluge. 

Now Tharres was ſeventy years old when 
he had Abram ; Nachor a hundred and twenty 
when he begat Tharres, and Serug about the 
hundred thirty ſecond year when he begat 
Nachor ; Ragaus one hundred and thirty when 
he had Serug, and Phalec about the ſame age 
when he had Rag aus. Heber was one hundred 
thiry and four when he begat PValec; Salas one 
hundred thirty when he had Heber; Salas was 
born in the huadred thirty fifth year of his 
Father Arphaxad, who was begotten about 
twelve years after the deluge by Sew. 


Abram had two brothers, Nac hor and Aran, 
of whom Aran leaving behind him Lot and 
two daughters, Sarah and Melt ha died in Cha. 
dea, in a City called Ur, of the Chaldees, 
where his ſepulch a is yet ſhewn. His kinſ- 
men married his two daughters, Nac hor taking 
Melc ha, and: .%ram Sarah. 

Tharres todk ſo deep an averſion to the 
whole country of Chal4za, from the grief he 
ſuffered there for the death of Aran, that no 
longer able to abide in it, he tranſpor:ed him- 
ſelf and all his family unto Charran in Meſopc- 
tamia, where he died, and was buried in his 
hundred and fifth year : For now the age of 
man began to be ſhortened, unto the days of 
Moſes, who liv'd unto one hundred and twenty, 
and from thence it was ſuppoſed that became 


the ſtandard of life. 


Nac hor by his Wife Melcha had eight ſons, 
LZ, Paux, Camuel, Chazad, Azaus, Phildas, 


' SadeIphas, Bethuel. Theſe were the legiti— 


mate ſons of Nachor, for Tabaus and Gaamns, 
and Tavans, and Machas, were thoſe he had 
by his concubine Rama. Hethuel the legiti- 
mate ſon of Vachcr, had a daughter, Rebecca, 
and a fon, Laban. 


CHAP. vl. 


How Abram, the Founder of our Nation, quitted the Land of Chaldza, and went 
and inhabited in the Land of Chanaan, which we now call Judxa. 


BR M adopted Lot, his brothers ſon, 
and who was himſelt alſo brother to his 
wife Sarah, having little hope of lawtul jiſſue 
ſpringing from his own loins. He was now 
leventy- five, when, at the command of the 
Almighty, he went forth into Chanaan from 
Chaldga, in the former of which countries he 
not only lived happily, but left it ro his 
ofterity. He was hmſelf a man of deep 
underſtanding, had a wonderful perſuaſive force 
in his oratory, and fo piercing a judgment that 
hardly ever miſſed in any of his conjectures. 


Having by his knowledge and extraordi-. 


nary virtue raiſed himſelt to a ſuperiority in 
the eyes of all men, he made uſe of it to over- 
turn the unworthy notions in thoſe days eager- 
ly received of the Deity, and to reſtore man- 
kind to a better way of thinking. He was the 


tirſt who taught openly that there was one 


God, the Creator of all things; to whoſe Pro- 


vidence alone is owlng whatever good thing we 


enjoy, and not in any degiee to a power or 
capacity in - ourſelves. And he defended 
and entorced this opinion upon others, by ar- 
guing from the things which are found in the 
earth, and in the ſea, the influences of the ſun 


and moon, and all the courſes of the heavenly 


bodies. 8 

« For (ſaid he) if theſe things had any power 
or knowledge in themſelves, they would 
ſerve themſelves ; the contrary of which is 
evident. Since then in their own Nature, 
they were inapt and incapable to do us 
gd certainly they do it as they are guided 
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* bya ſuperior power, to whom only there- 

fore we are bound in gratitude and duty 

© to aſcribe glory, and to return thanks.” 
Now becauſe the inhabitants of aldæa 


and Me/opctamia roſe ſeditiouſſy againſt him for 


propagating theſe doctrines, he thought it con- 
venient, God alſo adviſing and afliſting him, 
to remove from thence into the Country of 
Chanaan, where, when he had once ſettled 
himſelf, he built an alter, and offered ſacrifice 
thereon to God. | 
Beroſus mentions this our anceſtor in his 
hiſtory,though nor expreſly by name, in theſe 


words; © In the tenth age after the flood, there 


© lived amongſt the Cha/dzans, a man of ex- 
« traordinary worth and juſtice, and who was 
«* exccedingly well verſed in Celeſtial Know- 
© ledge,” Hecatæus does not only mention him 
in his works, bur has alſo left an expreſs Trea- 
tiſe concerning his Actions: And Nicolas of 
Damaſcus, his fourth book of his hiſtory, men- 
tions him in theſe words: Abram reigned in 
* Damaſcus whither with his forces he came 
from the country of the Chaldgans, which 
© lies above Bavy/on; but the people in a 
« ſhort time riſing againſt him, he left Dama/- 
© cus, and retired with his own people into 
the land of Chanarn, now called Fadza, 
© where he ſettled, and left a numerous Po- 
« ſterity, whoſe hiſtory I ſhall proſecute in 
© another book.” The name alſo of Abran 
is ſtill famous at Damaſcus, near which they 
yet ſhew a village which bears the name of 
Abram”s habitation, | | | 
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On a Famine oppreſſing the Land of Chanaan, Abram undertakes a Fourney into 
Agypt, where, after a long ſlay, he at laſt returns. | 


AFT ER theſe things, it happened that 
a famine ſorely oppreſſing Cauaan; 
Abram hearing of the happineſs in which 
they lived in /Zgypt, reſolved in his mind to 
go thither, as well in order to ſharing the 
plenty with which they abounded, as to con- 
verſe with their prieſts on the opinions they 
had of God; reſolving, if he found them more 
reaſonable than his own, to follow them, and 
if they did not, to labour the bringing them 
over to his. 

Leading his wife Sarah with him into 
Apt, tearing the natural incontinency 
of that people, and that their king, for the 
ſake of his wite's beauty, might kill him, he 
bethought himſelf of this device for his ſecu- 
rity ; he pretended that he was only her bro- 
ther, and charged her to anſwer accordingly if 
ſlie ſhould be asked. Now, they no ſooner 
entred /Zpypt, but all that Ahram had ſuſ- 
pected came to paſs; for the noife of his 
wife's beauty flying throughout all the coun- 
try, it came at laſt to the Ears of Pharaoh their 
king, who was not only eager to fee, but up- 
on ſceing, became as vehemently defirous of 
poſſeſſing her. But God hindered that prince 
rom perpetrating his intended crime, both by 
aficting him with a plague, and ſuffering a 
ſeditious humour to ſpread among his ſub- 
jects ; whereupon conſulting his prieſts what 
crime it was for which he was then puniſhed, and 
how he might appeaſe the anger of the Deity, 
they returned him anſwer, that he was puniſh - 
ed tor intending to violate the wife of a ſtran- 

er. "Terrified therewith, he immediately ex- 
amined Sarah both who ſhe was, and who the 
man was that came with her. She told him 
thereupon the whole truth, and he excuſed 
himſelf upon it to Abram, telling him, that as 
he took her only for his ſiſter, he intended an 


CHA 


honourable alliance with him, and by no means 
thought of violating the laws of hoſpitality by 
his luſt. Beſides which, he made him large Pre- 
ſents, and introducing him to the acquaintance 
ot the moſt learned in the kingdom, this, and 


the deſerved luſtre of his virtue, raiſed his 


reputation very high. 

Now the Agyptians delighting in variety 
of opinions, and diftering from one another in 
rites and ceremonies, and yet hating and bear- 
ing enmity towards others from theſe diffe- 
rences, he, upon converſing with them, and 
examining the grounds of their ſentiments, 
demonſtrated all they received to be idle, vain, 
and withour the leaſt foundation 1n truth. 
Theſe diſcourſes procured him the higheſt 
veneration, as a man of a prodigious erudi- 
tion, who had not only a perfect faculty at 
diſcerning himſelf, bur alſo a moſt perſuaſive 
method ot inſtructing others. Abram alſo firſt 
taught the Agyptians arithmetick, and the 
knowledge of the ſtars, ſciences in which they 
had no skill, until thus brought them from 
Chaldza, and were from AZgypt carried into 
Cree | 

Now after his return into Cangan, he divi- 
ded the land with Lot, their ſhepherds having 
differed about paſture, allowing unto Lot the 
firſt choice, and contenting himſelf with what 
the other left. Then Abram ſettled himſelt 
amongſt the neighbouring mountains, near 
Chabroa (or Hebron) a Town of about ſeven 


years older date than that of Tanis in Aft. 


But Let planted himſelf in the plain, on the 
ſide of the river Jordan, not far from the city 
of the Sodomites, which then enjoyed whatever 
was deſirable, tho' now, by incurring the wrath 
of God, totally deſtroyed. "The cauſes oi 
which ſhall be hereafter related. 


> © 


The Defeat and Slaughter of the Sodomites by the Aſſyrians. 


AT that time the Aſſprians held the em- 
pire of Alia, and the Sodomites were ſo 
flouriſhing and populous a nation, that they 
had no leſs than five kings who governed 
them, viz. Ballas, 9 450 Senabares, &ymo= 


 terus, and the king of the Ballenians, each 


of ich had his diſtin&t territory to him- 
. 

But the AHrians making war upon them, 
enrred their .country with four ſtrong bodies, 
cach commanded by an adle Captain. Things 
quickly drawing to a deciſion by a battle, 
the A//prians totally vanquiſhed the Sodomites, 
and their five kings became tributaries from 
thence. Having for twelve years well and 
faithfully paid the aſſeſſed fine, in the thir- 
teenth they rebelled, and refuſed it; upon 


which the Aſſrians raiſing a great army 
againſt them, under Amraphel, Arinch, Cho- 
dollamor and Thadat, with theſe they ravaged 
all Syria, and overcame the ſous of the 
giants. | 

Coming at length into the land of Sodom, 
they encamped in a valley which received its 
denomination from the- Bitumen pits, with 
which all that country abounded, untill the de- 
ſtruction of Sodom, when the plain was turned 
into a great lake, called the Jake A/phaliitts , 
of which we ſhall fpeak more preſently. The 
battle between the Sodomites and the Aſſyriars 
was long and ſharply fought ; but at laſt great 
numbers of the Sogdomites being already ſlain, 
the reſt were taken priſoners, and amoygſt 
them Lot, whe came to fight on their ſide. 
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How Abram engaged the Aſſyrians, and having defeated them recovered the Captive: 
taken of the Sodomites, and the reſt of the Prey, 


BRAM on the hearing this news, 
was very much moved both with ten- 
derneſs for the misfortune of his kinſman Lot, 
and concern for that calamity which had fallen 
upon his neighbours the Sodomites. Weighing 
it therefore tor a ſhort ſpace in his mind, he 
then determined to aſſiſt them, preparing his 
ſervants and dependants immediately, he pur- 
ſued the Aſſyrians, and overtaking them the 
fifth night at Dau, one of the ſpring heads of 
Jordan, fell upon them ſuddenly ; in the con- 
dition they were in halt unarm'd, oppreſſed 
with ſleep, and little thinking of a battle, thoſe 
who were awake ſo aſtonith*d, as being unable 
to light, they betook themſelves immediately 
to running away. 
Abram proſecuted his advantage eſfectually, 


and having flain a great number, he purſued 


them the next day into Heba of Damaſcus ; 
which plainly demonſtrates, that victory does 
not ariſe from the multitude, bur from the cou- 
rage and alacrity of thoſe who engage; as 
in this caſe, where with three hundred and 
twenty of his own family, and the aid of three 
auxiliary friends, he defeated ſo great an army, 
and that ſo totally, that thoſe few Mo eſcaped, 
retired into their own country, cover'd with 
ſhameand diſgrace, _ 

Abram having recovered all rhe Sodomites, 
who were taken by the 4{ſyrians, and reraken 
his kinſman Lot, returned in peace. But the 
king ot y9d042 coming forth to meet him ar the 
Valley Royal, Melchiſedechalſo, king of Sol, 
fince called Jerilſulem, met him there likewiſe. 
His name ſignifies a juſt king, and ſo ſurely he 
was, ſince by univerſal conſent he was ap- 
pointed to the ſacred character of a prieſt unto 
God. This 47:1: hi/edech entertained the ſoldiers 
of Abram with great hoſpitality, and cour- 
teouſly furniſh'd them with every thing neceſſary 
unto human lite, extolling at his feaſt the bra- 
very of Aram, and giving glory unto the 
moſt high God, who had put his enemies into 
his hand. On the other hand, Abram preſented 
unto him the tenth of all the ſpoils which he 
had taken from the Aſſyrians, which he receiy'd 
ar his hands. As for the king of Sed he 
entreated Mram to retain the booty he had 
taken, wholly to his own uſe, deſiring only to 
have his ſubjects again, whom he had delivered 
from their captivity. Abram abſolutely refuſed 
thoſe conditions, declaring he would make no 
advantage. to himſelf of what he had gained, 
but only retain fo much as might ſabliſt his 
{ervants, and reward his friends who had en- 
gaged in the battle, whoſe names were E/choles, 
Eunerus, and Mabres. | 

God regarding the virtue and magnanimit 
of Avram, ſaid unto him, Thos ſhalt not want 
the reward of thy deſerts which are ſo great, 
10 whom Adam anſwered, What reward canſt 
thou give hereafter to him who hath no poſterity ꝰ 


(tor Avram, was as yet without ifluc.) But 


God not only promiſed him a ſon, but added 

alfo, that his offspring ſhonld be numerous as 
the ſtars of heaven. And he, after he had re- 
ceived this promiſe, offered ſacrifice unto Al- 
mighty God, taking for that purpoſe an Heifer 
of three years old, a Goat of three years old, 
and a Ram likewiſe of the ſame age, together 


with a Turtle and a Pidgeon, according as he 


had been commanded by God, cutting them 
aſunder in the middle, only the birds he did 
not cut aſunder. Afterwards, when he had 
erected an altar, and the birds came about, led 
by the ſtream of the blood, a voice from above 
was heard, which prophecy*'d that the poſterity 
of Abram ſhould ſuffer for forty years bon- 


dage in Egypt ; after which time of fore oppreſ- 


ſion, they ſhould go forth from amongſt their 
enemies, and ſhould drive out the Chananites 
from the lands which they now held, and poſ- 
ſeſs their cities. 

Now Abram reſided near the Oak, called 
Oz7ges, (which is a place in the land of Cha- 
2224, not far from the city of Hebron) and 
lived very unealily at the conſideration of his 
wife's barrenneſs, tho' he was continually beg- 
ging the Almighty for male iſſue. God, how- 
ever, encouraged him, and exhorted him to 
hope, with aflurance for all thoſe good things 
which he had promiſe him, at his going out of 
Meſopotamia, and that children ſhould not 
be wanting. | 

Sarah alſo, by the command of God, took Jr ar 
an A,yptian by birth, to be her hand-maiden, 
who was taken by him to his bed, that he 
might have children. But when this hand- 
maid thought herſelf better than her miſtreſs, 
on her being pregnant, and ſuppoſing her child 
would ſucceed to the poſſeſſion of all. Abrazz 
therefore deliver'd her unto:S272hto be puniſhed, 
who compelling her to flie, ſhe beſought the 
Lord to have pity upon her. As thetravelled 
in the wilderneſs, the angel of the Lord became 
vitble unto her, who exhorted her to return 
back again, and aſſured her that if ſhe behaved 
herſelt modeſtly, and with humility, the would 
be well received, all her miſeries having fallen 
juſtly upon ber for her inſolent arrogance to 
her miſtreſs: Telling her alſo that if ſhe obey'd 
not now the command of God, ſhe ſhould 
periſh ; but it the returned, the ſhould bring 


torth a ſon who ſhould be lord of that Country 


where ſhe then dwelt. She yielded obedience 


to the commands of God, and returning, all 


things followed as had been promiſed her ; for 
not long after ſhe brought forth Iſhiuael, which 
is as much as to ſay Heard of the Lord; be- 
cauſe God had hearkened to her Prayers. 

Now Abram was eighty and fix years old 
when this ſon was born unto him; but iu the 
99th year, the Lord promiſed him that he ſhould 
have a fon by Harah; charging him alſo that 
he ſhould call his name //, pronouncing alſo, 
that from him ſhould deicend a race of mighty 

| Kings, 


1 
* 
1 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 17 


kings, who ſhould conquer the whole country 


of Chanaan, from Sidon unto Aigypt. Com- 
manding him alſo to circumciſe every male of 
his family on the eighth day, that they might 
not mingle with other nations. But of our 
circumciſion I ſhall declare another cauſe. 
Abram alſo conſulted God concerning I/mael, 
whether he ſhould live? and God anſwered he 


ſhould ; and that from him alſo ſhould ſpring 
many great and powerful nations. Abram 
having returned thanks, withdrew from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and immediately circumci- 
ſed himſelf and all his family, and the boy 
Iſmael likewiſe. Now at this time I/mae} was 


thirteen years old, and Abram about his ninety 
and ninth year. 


CHAP, II. 


How God deſtroyed the Sodomites, and their Cities, being offended with their 


horrid Impieties. 


A, TOW it happened in thoſe times, that they 
: of Hodom being grown very opulent, rich, 
and flouriſhing, they began to be pufted up 
with pride, inſulting men, and deſpiſing God, 
inſomuch as they ſeem'd totally to have forgot 
all his benefits, and hating ſtrangers, gave 
themſelves entirely up to the moſt abominable 
vices, converſing in unnatural lewdneſs one 
with another. With which atrocious wicked- 


neſs they ſo offended the Divine Majeſty, that 


he determined to puniſh them, not only by over- 
turning totally their city, but alſo by making 
the whole plain round them waſte, and inca- 
pable of bearing either grain or fruit. 

When God had decreed this judgment againſt 
Sodom, Abram ſaw three angels as he was 
ſitting under the oak at Mambre, and at the 
door of his tent, whom taking for travellers, 
he courteouſly invited to him, and intreated 
that they would accept of his offer to enter- 
tain them as his gueſts: When therefore he 
had brought them to him, he commanded his 
ſervants to bake bread of the fineſt flower, and 
dreſſing alſo a calf, he ſet meat before them, 
as they had placed themſelves under the oak. 
| Before Abram therefore they ſeemed as if 
they eat, and then inquired of him the welfare 
of his wife Sarah, and where ſhe was? Abram 
anſwer'd, within, 1n the tent; to which they 
replied, that before they returned again, ſhe 
would be a mother. Sarah ſmiled thereat, as 
a thing impoſſible, ſhe being now in his nine- 
tieth year, and her husband in his hundreth : 
whereupon no longer concealing themſelves, 
they acknowledged that they were Angels of 


od, and that they were ſent, the one toaſſure him 


of a ſon, and the other two to deſtroy Sodom. 
When Aram heard this, he was grieved 
for thoſe of Sodom, and riſing up humbly be- 
ſought the Lord that he would not deſtroy 
all together, and without diſtinction, the jutt 
and good with thoſe who were impious ſin- 
ners. But God anſwering him that there was 
none good in Sodom, and that if there had been 
ten righteous perſons therein he would for 
their fakes have remitted the puniſhment of 
the reſt ; Abram thereupon held his peace. 
The angels going on unto Sodom, Lot en- 


treated them to enter into his habitation, and 


receive whatever was neceſſary for them in a 
journey; for [,9t with a kind of emulation, 
practiſed that hoſpitality which he had ſeen 
uſed by Abram. Now the men of Sodom ad- 
3 the beauty of the youths, reſolved with 


themſelves to offer force and violence, in order 
2 


to get them into their hands. Lot entreated 
with great earneſtneſs that they would not 
offer any abuſe unto the ſtrangers, and violate 
thereby the laws of hoſpitality in his houſe, 
offering them, if they would no otherwiſe be 
ſatisfied, the bodies of his two daughters, to 
be uſed at their pleaſure; yet could he not 
prevail on them to be quiet. 

The Almighty then provoked at the andaci- 
ous wickedneſs of the men, ſtruck them with 
blindneſs, ſo that they could not find the en- 
trance into Lot's houſe, tho? they endeavour'd 
it all they could ; at the ſame time reſolving 


to deſtroy univerſally all the inhabitants of that 


place. But Lot was forewarned of the coming 
deſtruction of Sodom, and he, his wife, and 
daughters, (for as yet two were bethrothed 
only, and not married) and their promiſed 
husbands were warned to depart, but the latter 
ſcoffed at Lot, and look'd on all as idle tales 
and fictions. | 

When therefore Lot, his wife, and daughters 
were gone forth, God ſent his darts upon the 
city, and burnt both it and its inhabitants, de- 
ſtroyipg alſo utterly all the neighbouring coun- 
try with fire, as I have before related in the 
hiſtory I wrote of the Wars with the Jews. 
Put Lot's Wife, curious to ſee the fate of the 
ciry, turned and looked back, contrary to the 
expreſs command of God, wheteupon ſhe be- 
came immediately a Pillar, (Statue) of Salt, 
which I have ſeen, for the ſame remaineth 
even unto this day. 

But Lot and his daughters fled unto a little 
place which was ſecured from the flames, and 
the place 1s called Zohor, (or Zoar) for in the 
Hebrew that name ſignifies ſmall ſpace. Here 
ſhut as it were from all human converſation, 


and labouring hard for their food, they led 


for a while a miſerable courſe of life. 

The Virgins believing the whole generation 
of men were deſtroyed, found means to lic 
with their father privately, deſigning thereby 
to have iſſue, and to preſerve the race of man- 
kind upon the earth. 

By this contrivance each of them brought 
forth a ſon ; the eldeſt bare Meab, which ſigni- 
fies of my Father; and Ammon was the ſon of 
the younger, whoſe name ſignifies the Son o 
my Kin, From the former of theſe deſcended 
the Moabites, who are to this day a powerful 
nation ; and from the latter, the Ammonites, 
both of which inhabit Ce/o-Spria; and in 


this manner was it that Lot eſcaped from the 
deſtruction of Sodom. 
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CHAP. XII. 
OF Abimelech; of Iſmael, Abram*s Son, and his Poſterity the Arabians, 


OW Abram removed, and went to live 
at Gerar, a city of Palz/tine, carrying 
Sarah with him as his ſiſter, from the ſame 
apprehenſions he had when he went into 
Agypt, for he feared the attempts of Abime- 
lech the king of that country, who being alſo 
deeply ſmitten with the great beauty of Sa- 
rah, would have compelled her unto his will, 
but that he was ſmitten of God with a fore 
diſeaſe, of which, when he could not be cured 


by the skill of his phyſicians, he by a viſion 


was admoniſhed that he ſhould not injure the 
wife of his gueſt. As he grew better in his 
health, he told his friends that this ſickneſs 
was ſent to prevent his breaking the laws of 
% that the woman the ſtranger 
brought with him, was not his fiſter, but his 
lawful wife. Whereupon alſo he promiſed 
Abram that he would for the future treat him 
with great kindneſs, and that his wite's honour 
ſhould be fate from any inſult. 
| Moreover, at the requeſt of his friends, he 
ueſtioned Abram, and communed with him, 
bidding him not to ſuſpect the chaſtity of his 
wite, tor that nothing amiſs had happened to 
her, God having care of her, and during her 
ſtay with him not permitting any evil to be 
offer d; to the truth of which, he called 
Gad and the woman's conſcience to witneſs, 
averring alſo, that had he known ſhe was his 
wife, he would not have ſpoken to her; and 
that altho* he had taken her for his ſiſter, no- 
thing baſe had been offered to her. He re- 
queſted Abram alſo that he would bear good 
will towards him, and pray tor him unto God 
that he might bleſs him; offering him alſo, if 
he would ſtay with him, all things he would 
delire ; or, it inclined to depart, he would have 
him ſately conveyed out of his country, toge- 
ther with all ſuch things the want of which had 
brought him hither. 
1o which Atram returned anſwer, that in 


_ Laying the woman was of his kindred he had 


not lied unto him, for that ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of his brother, and that without making 
uſe of that ſubtilty, he had not thought him- 
ſelf fate in his travels, ' hat with reſpect to 
the diſeaſe he had been afflicted with, he was 
ſorry for it; and as to his remaining in his 
country with him, he accepted the ofter with 
content. 

Then Atimilech gave unto Abram money, 
and allo aſſigned unto him land, making with 
him hkew1te a mutual covenant that they thould 
hencetorth live together amicably, and with- 
out traud ; and unto this covenant they ſwore 
at a pit called Ber/uba trom thence, that is to 
lay, the Pit of Covenant; which name alſo it 
bea's in the language of the inhabitants there- 
2bouts, even to this day. 

Not long after this, it came to paſs that 
Avram had a ſon born unto him by Sarah, ac- 
cording as God had promiſed unto him, and 
he called his name Ia, which in the Hebrew 


rongue ſignines Laugyter; from Sarah (as be- 


fore is ſaid) laughing, when the promiſe of 
God was made of her having a ſon, the thing 
being very unlikely, by reaſon of her age, ſhe 
herſelf being at that time ninety, and Abram 
one hundred years old. 

On the eighth day after his birth the child 
was circumciſed, and the Jews after the ſame 
* circumciſe their children on the eighth 
lay. 

But the Arabians perform not that rite un- 
til their thirteenth year, becauſe [/mae/ the 
prince, and founder of that people, and ſon of 
Abram by his concubine, was not circumciſed 
until that age; of whom therefore 1 ſhall 
ſpeak as accurately as I can. 

Sarah loved Iſinael, the ſon of Agar, her 
handmaid, from the firſt, with the ſame ten- 
derneſs as if he had been her own child, and 
he was accordingly educated and brought up 
as if he were to have been the heir of Abram, 
But after her bringing forth 1/2ac, ſhe thought 
it not convement that they ſhould grow up 
together, leaſt inael being the elder, he 
thould after his father's death evil intreat his 
brother; ſhe perſuaded Abram therefore that 
he ſhould fend him away together with his 
mother. IJ ho' her firſt attempts to that pur- 
poſe were vain, Abram eſteeming it a moſt 
cruel and inhuman action to turn out a young 
child and its mother deſtitute of all things, 
yet Sarah continued her importunities to. the: 
{ame purpoſe. 3 8 SES 

At laſt, when the Almighty alſo approved 
the inſtigations of Sarah, he was prevailed on, 
and giving Agar a flaggon of water and bread, 
he cauſed her and her young ſon to be pur 
torth, bidding them go where their neceſſities 
ſhould lead them; but being unuſed and unfit 
for travel, the grew weary, being alſo grieved 
and diſpirited with her ſorrows. When there- 
tore there ſcarce remained any thing of her 
bread and of her water, and that the child 
had ſcarce life left in him, ſhe laid him down 
under a fir-tree, and went herſelf a little fur- 
ther, that ſhe might not ſtand by and ſee him 
expire. An Angel of the Lord then appeared 
unto her, ſhewing her a fountain, and com- 
manding her carefully to attend her ſon Iinael, 
tor upon his ſafety depended her great happi- 
neſs. She putting faith in this declaration, and 
taking courage therefore, came unto certain 
ſhepherds, and from their care and kindneſs, 
felt no longer her misfortunes. 

When the boy grew up unto man's eſtate, 
he joined in marriage with an A21ptian wo- 


man (his mother alſo being of that nation) by 


whom he had twelve ſons, Nabajoth, Cedarus, 
Abdelus, Mabſamas, Idumes, Maſmaus, Mas 
ſans, Chcdadus, Themanus, Icturus, Napheſus, 
Cadmas. Theſe inhabit all the country from 
Euphrates unto the red ſea, which region is 
called Navetana, and from theſe are deſcended 
the Arabians, and their ſeveral tribes, ſo fa- 
mous both from their own valour, and from the 


memory of Abram, who was their anceſtor. 
CHAP. 


of the. Antiquities of the Jews. 
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Of Iſaac, the legitimate Son of Abram. 


As for Iſaac, Abram loved him with the 
molt tender affection as. his only ſon, be- 
gotten in the days of his old age, and the pe- 
culiar gift of God, But this paternal care and 
indulgence the boy more and more increaſed, 
by the excellence of his carriage, addicting 
himſelt to the ſtudy of all virtues, behaving 
with the utmoſt duty towards thoſg. from 
whom he deſcended, and giving daily proofs 
of a ſincere and fervent plety towards the 
Almighty; inſomuch that Abram delired only 
the felicity and ſafety of his ſon, to whom in 
ſach a ſtate he wiſhed to leave all he had, and 
to ſubmit unto death ; which by the favour of 
the good God, he in proceſs of time effected 
according to his wiſhes, | 
God therefore, that he might make a trial 
of Abram's ſteady obedience, appear'd unto 
him, and having reminded him of the ſeveral 
benefits he had conterr'd upon him, particularly 
the victory, which through his providence he 
had obtained over his enemies, and that happi- 
nefs Which he now enjoy'd in [/aac, whom, 
according to his promiſe, he had given unto 
him. Then propounded unto Abram, the 
offering, as a Victim, his only ſon in ſacrifice 
to him, commanding him that he ſhould carry 
the youth unto mount (Moria) Morion, and 
there make of him a Burnt Offering, on an 
altar, which he was to erect for that purpoſe. 
By which the ſincerity of his piety would be 
thewn, if, to the ſafety of his only fon, he 
preferred the being dutiful ro Almighty God. 
Abram believing it highly ſinful to diſobey 
the commandment of God, or even to delay 
it, ſeeing that 'tis to his providence we 
owe all things, determined within himſelf to 
conceal this command of the Almighty, and 
the reſolution he had taken, of complying 


therewith, from his wife Sarah, and hiding it 


alſo from his family, leit they ſhould hinder 
his intent. He took his ſon J/aac, and two 
ſervants; and laying the neceſſaries for the ſa- 
crifice on an aſs, he ſet out for the mountain: 
for two days he ſuffered himſelf to be ,accom- 
panied by his ſervants, but on the third, when 
he was in {light of the mountain, he left them 
in the field. Taking with him his fon only, 
he began to aſcend the mount, whereon 
atterwards David erected the Temple. 
They carried thither with them whatever 
was neceſſary for the ſacrifice, excepting only 
the Victim that was to be offer d. Now I/aac 
was at that time fve and twenty years old, and 
built up himſelf the altar, enquiring when he 
had ſo done, Where was the offering the 
were to make? Abram anſwer'd, that God who 
gave all things unto men which were needful 
tor them; and, it they wanted Faith would alſo 
take them away, if he was pleaſed with their 
intent of ſacrificing, would provide them a 
Victim. 

At length, when every thing was finiſhed, 
the altar raiſed, and the wood prepared there- 


IIII. 


on, he addreſſed himſelf thus to his ſon: 
«© intreated thee with a thouſand prayers, 
O my ſon, from the hands of God, and from 
© the time in which thou was given me, 
ce have with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs 
ce watch'd over thy education, in nothing tak- 
« ing ſo much pleaſure, as in the hopes of 
e leaving thee grown up to man's eftare, to 
« be my ſucceſſor, and lord over all that J 
« poſſeſs, at the time of my departure. Be- 
ce cauſe therefore that I am thy father, and 
© that God commands me to cut thee off, take 
ce courage to thyſelf, and ſuffer patiently to 
cc be thus conſecrated, ſince I yield thee unto 
ce God, who requires this honour from us. 
« He who hath been fo gracious unto me, my 
te helper! and my defender! Seeing as thou 
ce art born, thou art alſo to die, yet art thou 
ce not to go out of this life after the manner of 
© others, by an ordinary fate, but to be of- 
e fer'd up by the hand of thy parent, a ſacri- 
ce fice unto God for all that he hath done for 
« him. It 1s fit you be ſatisfied, and ſubmit, 
« that not by ſickneſs, by war, or by any 
ce other calamity which betalleth all men, thou 
cc art taken hence, but in a way more noble. 
c In the midſt of theſe ſolemnities of the ſa- 
cc crifice, with prayers thou ſhalt reſign thy 
t ſoul, and be received unto him, where thou 
cc ſhalt become the protector, and the ſupport 
« of my old age, for which I educated thee, 
«© and ſhall procure from God, all I expected 
cc in thee my Son. 

Iſaac, whoſe ſoul flam'd with thoughts as 
elevated as thoſe of his father, heard him 
with ſatisfaction, and when he had ſpoken, 
anſwer d thus: © That he was unworthy of 
<« his birth, if he ſhould reſuſe to ſubmit to 
cc the ordinance of God, and of his father, to 
« which he would not only readily yield, bur 
« willingly alſo would he have done fo, if 


„ his father, of himſelf, had requir'd it;“ 


thereupon with the utmoſt cheartulneſs he 
approached the altar to be ſacrificed, which 
had happen'd accordingly, if God himſelf by 
his interpoſition had not hindred it. 

For calling out aloud unto Abram by his 
name, he forbid him to kill his ſon, tellin 
him that neither out of deſire of humane blood 
had he commanded him to do this, nor that he 
might take from him the ſon he had given 
him in ſo injurious a manner, but only that 
hereby he might make a trial of his obedience, 
in the readineſs he ſhould expreſs. Bur having 
ſeen this ready and extraordinary proof of his 
picty, it ſufficiently demonſtrated that the 
benefits conferr'd upon him were not unwor- 
thily beſtow'd: That he, and his family, 
ſhould on all occaſions ſhare the extraord1- 
nary protection of Providence, while they 
continued worthy of it: and that his ſon in a 
good old age ſhould leave his dominion unto 
his poſterity, which ſhould grow to great 
ſtrength, and their poſſeſſions to a vaſt Ie. 

le 
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He foretold him alſo, that his offspring 
ſhould grow up, and increaſe into divers na- 


tions, which flouriſhing in continual proſperity, 


ſhould preſerve their memorial for ever, and 
that his deſcendants driving out the inhabi- 
rants by force of arms, ſhould poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the Land of Chanaan, and become 
ſo powerful, as to excite the envy of all their 
neighbours; moreover when God had thus 
ſpoken, he cauſed a ram on a ſudden to appear 
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near them, in order that they might have 
where with to ſacrifice. 

But they deliver'd from ſuch preſſing cir- 
cumſtances, and having received aſſurances of 
ſo many bleſſings, mutually embraced each 
other; and having offered up the Vidin, re- 
turned unto Sarah, living perfectly happy af- 


terwards; God giving his bleſſing to whatſo- 
ever they undertook. | 


CHAP. XI, 
Of Sarah, the Wife of Abram, and of ber Death. 


8 O W it came to paſs not long after this 

that Sarah died, having attained to one 
hundred and twenty-ſeven years. They buried 
her in Hebron, (gr. Chebron) the Chananites 
offering a Sepulchre for her, Gratis; but Abram 


purchaſed a ſpace of ground for forty 
Scicles, of one Ephraim, a Hebronite, and 
therein remains the monuments of Abram and 
his Family. | 


CHAP. XV. 


How from Abram'*s ſecond Marriage with Chatura, the Nation of the Troglodites 
% Deſcended. 


A FT E R this, Abram took Chatura to 
wife, by whom he had fix ſons, all 
equally capable of whatever required force of 
body, or ingenuity of mind; their names were 
theſe, Zambranes, Fazar, Madanes, Maduin, 
Fofubac, and Su1s. And theſe again had Sons 
born unto them; u had two, Sabathones an d 
Dadan, to whom were born, Latuſim, Aſſur, 
and Sromes ; thoſe of Madian, were Ephas, 
Ophres, Anoch, Ebidas, Eldas; all which chil- 
dren and grand-children of Abram, accor- 
ding to his advice, went forth and planted (Co- 
lomes through the country of the Zroglodites 
and the region of Arabia the happy, even un- 
to the coaſts of the Red-Sea. | 
It is reported alſo of Ophres, that he led a 
Colony into Lybia, and planting his deſcendants 
there, the country, in proceſs of time, took the 


.remainirfg in theſe forms. 


name of Africa from thence ; and of this we 


have the teſtimony of Alexander Polyhiftor, ſtill 


A 


Prophet, called allo Malchus, who wrote 
the Fewifſh Hiſtory after Moſes, the Fewiſh 
 Lawpiver, relates that Abram had ſeveral 
children by Chatura, of whom he names 
three, Apher, Surim and Faphra. From 
SuTim are the Syrians ſo called; and from the 
other two, Aphra and Faphra, are the city of 
Aphra and the country of Africa named. 
Theſe are faid to have aided Hercules warring 
there, againſt Lybias and Antens. Hercules alſo 
taking the laughter of Apher to wife, he begat 
of her Diadorus or (Dabor), from whom came 
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Sophon, from whom the Barbarians, called d- 


phaces, have their Names. 


CHAP Iv. 
Of Iſaac's raking Rebecca to Wife. 


OW Abram intending to fee his ſon 

Iſaac married, who had now reached al- 
moſt his tortieth year, pitch'd in his mind on 
Rebecca, the daughter of the ſon of Nachor 
his brother: he ſent therefore the eldeſt ſervant 
of his family to regulate the terms of the con- 
tract, and for that purpoſe, bound him unto him 
in the ſtraiteſt terms; which method of binding 
by promiſe performed, by putting the ſervant's 
hand under his thighs, and then adjuring God 
to be witneſs between them. Abram ſent al- 
ſo by him unto his relations preſents of ſuch 
things as were moſt rare and coltly in that 
country: the ſervant proceeded but ſlowly in 
his journey, the way through Me/opotamia in 
the winter being very mirery, by reaſon of its 
mart}.es, and troubleſome through the ſcarcity 


of water in the ſummer, being alſo much 1n- 


feſted with robbers, from whom, unleſs by the 
greateſt caution, travellers hardly ever eſcape. 
Ar laſt he arrived at the city of Charras (or 
Carras); and as he was entring the ſuburbs 
thereof, he met certain young maidens coming 
forth to draw water. 

He thereupon pray*d unto God, that Rebecca, 
whom he was ſent by his maſter Abram to 
eſpouſe for his fon, might (it the marriage 
were pleaſing unto him) come forth amongſt 


the reſt, and that he might know her by this 


ſign, asking rhe reſt to give him to drink they 
ſhould refuſe, and only ſhe ſhould grant his 
requeſt, 

His mind taken up with theſe thoughts, he 
approached the well, and requeſted the maidens 
to 


© Cleodemus the 
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to give him to drink; they all denied him, 
ſaying, they drew it to carry home, and not 
to give away, ſince they drew not without 
much trouble ; one of them thereupon repro- 
ved the reſt for the incivility and moroſeneſs of 
their behaviour, ſaying, it look'd as if they had 
not converſed with men, to deny a ſtranger 
drink, which therefore ſhe gave him with great 
humanity. 

On this he began to entertain good hopes 
of the buſineſs ; but willing however to know 
the truth of the event, he firſt commending 
her kindneſs and generoſity, who to ſuccour 
the neceſſitous was not ſparing, even of her 
own labour, enquired next of her Parents, 
withing them always good hap, for the ſake of 
ſo deſerving a daughter, praying alſo that ſhe 
might marry ſome worthy perſon, and bring 
him many virtuous and happy children. | 

Being no way inclined to hide from him 
her family, ſhe anſwered readily, my name 1s, 
Rebecca; my father's name was Bethuel, 
© who has been long deceaſed ; but Laban, 
* who is my brother, doth with my mother 
manage the affairs of our family, and is my 
guardian in my virginity.” He was at this 


over joy'd at what he had ſeen and heard, per- 


ceiving now plainly that God had favoured him 
in his undertaking. Wherefore pulling out a 
bracelet, and other things proper for a young 
woman to wear, he offer' d them unto her as a 
preſent, adding that it was but juſt he ſhould 


give her thoſe, ſince ſhe had afforded him drink 


when he ſtood in need thereof, and that ſhe 
ſhould be deck'd in jewels who ſo well de- 
ſerved them, by excelling in her behaviour 
the maidens round her; entreating alſo that he 
might ſtay at her mother's houſe that night, 
in regard he had about him ſeveral ornaments 
of a great price, which could not be more fate 
than amongſt thoſe whoſe kindneſs and civility 
he already had experienced, tne ſplendour of 


her virtue, leaving him no room to doubt of 


the humanity of her brother and mother; aſſur- 
ing her he would not put them to any, expence 
in his entertainment, for that he was willing 
to pay for whatſoever he had, and they ſhould 


alſo receive from him an acknowledgment for 
their kindneſs. 

Rebecca returned him anſwer, that as to her 
parents humanity he had gueſſed right, but that 
he did them great wrong to ſuſpect their libe- 


rality, for that, far from receiv ng any thing, 


they would entertain him gratis; yer firſt ſaid 
ſhe, I will go and acquaint my brother Lavay, 
and then bring you to him 1nto his tent, 

Accordingly when ſhe had to done, com- 
manding her brother's ſervants to take care of 
his Camels, ſhe introduced him into Laban's 
apartment, and to his table; ſupper being 
over, he ſpoke after this manner, both unto 
him, and unto the mother of the virgin, 

< Abram, as he is the ſon of Tharres, is 
* your couſin; for Nachor, O! worthy Matron, 
© who was grandfather to your Children, was 
brother unto Abram, both by father and 
© mother. He it is who now ſends me unto 
you, requeſting this your daughter for a 
© wife unto his only fon and heir of all his 
* ſubſtance ; who altho' he might have matched 
© him with the richeſt woman of that coun- 
o 
c 
c 
c 
5 


A 


try, wherein he lives, yet having a regard 

for his family, he ſeeketh theſe nuptials with 

earneſtneſs as the greateſt honour; do not 

then eſteem lightly of his purpoſe, for 1 

have in this journey experienced much of 
the favour of God, and by a particular di- 
rection of his providence, have found both 
the young woman and your houſe ; for as J 
came near unto the city, I perceived many 
virgins coming out unto the well : I be- 
ſought God that I might find this damſel, 
and I did ſo. Katifie then by your authori- 
ty this marriage which God hath ſo evi- 
dently ſhewn his care of, and afford unto 
Abram, by me, whom with ſo much difficulty 
he hath ſent hither, the honour of an al- 
* hance by your daughter. 

They perceiving the deſign ſo honeſt and 
advantageous, underſtanding alſo the will of 
God in relation thereto, ſent the young wo- 
man with Eim, on theſe conditions, by whom 
ſhe was conducted unro 1/aac ; now become 
Lord of all, the ſons of Chatura being departed 
to ſettle their Colonies, 
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CHAP, XVII 
Of the Death of Abram. 


A VERY ſhort time after this died Abram, 
£A a man of the moſt exalted virtue, and 
who for his excellent piety was dear 1n the 
ſight of the Almighty. He lived in all, one 


hundred and ſeventy-five years, and was 
buried near his wife Sarah in Hebron, by his 
ſons Iſaac and Jmael. 


CHAP. XVIIL 
Of the Sons of Iſaac, Eſau, and Jacob, of their Nativity and Education. 


g OON aſter the deceaſe of Abram, it came 
to paſs that Rebecca being pregnant by her 


husband T/aac, ſhe appeared bigger than wo- 


men uſually are in that condition; at which 

1/aac being exceedingly troubled, ſought coun- 

cel of God. He revealed unto him, that 
2 


Rebecca his wife went with twins, both of 
which ſhould leave their names unto ſeveral 
nations; and he, who ſhould feem the leaſt of 
the two, ſhould yet become the greateſt, Not 
long after (according as God foretold) ſhe 
brought forth twins, the elder of which, was 

all 


3 
* 
3 


22 FLAVIUS Jostenvus 


all over hairy on his body ; and the younger as 
he came into the world held him by the heel. 
Now the father loved Eſau the elder, ſo cal- 
led from the hairineſs of his body ; the Hebrews 
call hair in their tongue, Seiron (Seir). But 
the mother lov d Jacob the younger. 

But a famine oppreſſing the land, T[/aac de- 
termined to go into Agypt; yet by the com- 
mand of God, turned aſide unto Gerar. Abi- 
melech the king thereof, rreated him with great 
kindneſs, out of reſpect to, and friendſhip tor 
Abram ; thus he received him at firſt, with 
great ſigns of benevolence, but envy ſoon 
grew up in its ſtead, perceiving that God had 
an eſpecial care over Iſaac, and all his con- 
cerns; at laſt his proſperity grieved him 
ſo much, that he drove him ont of his coun- 
try. At length therefore, perceiving the ma- 
lice of Abimelech ſo great, I/anc withdrew, 
(but not far from Gerar) into a place called 


the Vally; but while his Shepherds were there, 


endeavouring to ſink a well, thoſe of Abimi- 
lech came upon them and made a quarrel, in 
order to hinder the work ; he reſolving not to 


contend with them, they thought they had 


gained a conqueſt over him. 1/aac however, 
went to another place, and there again went 
about making another; whereupon certain o- 
thers of Abimelech's Shepherds fer upon them, 
there too; but his prudence engaged him to 
avoid extremities here alio, and to procure 
ſafety thereby. 

Whereupon the king himſelf granted a piece 
of ground wherein to dig with freedom, and 
without danger of any moleſtation ; where, 
when he had dug a well, he called it Rooborh, 
which ſignifies a /arge Space; and as to the 
two former places, he called the firſt of them 
Eſcon, which is as much as to ſay, the Well of 
Battle; but the other he named Sitenna, that 
is to ſay, Enmity. | 

Now it came to paſs, that T/aac daily en- 
creaſed in power and riches. Abimelech there- 
fore weighing the ſtrength he acquired, and of 
what conſequence it might be to his affairs, 
grew uneaſy thereat, fearing leſt he ſhould 
reſent what had paſſed, and that the ſmart of 
Jate injuries might prevent his remembring an- 
tient friendſhip, ſo that in time he might turn 
his thoughts unto taking revenge. He wen: 
therefore unto him, and taking with him 
Pitcol, one of his friends and captains, made 1 
new league of amity with him. T/azc com- 
plying in all matters, he deſired, out of the 
native goodneſs of his own temper, and in re- 
ſpect to his father's alliance; under both of 
which he buried whatever animoſity the injuries 
he had done him had wrought. Abimelech hav- 
ing concluded all he aimed at, returned home. 

Eſau, one of the ſons of Iſaac, and his 
beſt beloved, being arrived at forty years of age, 
married two wives, Ada the daughter of Elon, 
and Alibama the daughter of E/ebeon, two of 
the moſt powerful perſons of the Chanaanites - 
but in contracting theſe marriages, he had re- 
gard only to his own will, and took nor at all 
the advice of his father. For [/aac would 
by no means have permitted it, hag he known 
his ſon's intentions; he never deſiring that he 
thould match at all with any of the Inhabitants 


of the land; yet not willing to make his ſoa 
uneaſy, by commanding him to put away his 
wives, he enjoined him only to conceal it. 
But when 1/aac grew old, and his ſight was 
ßere; he called Eſau unto him; and after he 
ad lamented the evils he ſuſtained in old age, 
and thar the loſs of his eyes hindered him from 
ſerving God with the aſſiduity he was wont, 
he commanded his ſon to go forth a hunting, 
and to prepare of whatſoever he caught, for 
him to eat; that when he had finiſhed his ſup- 
per, he might entreat God to aid and aſſiſt 
him through the courſe of his life; adding al- 
ſo, that as he knew not how long it would be 


before he died, he was deſirous, while yet he 


had life, to recommend himſelt by his Prayers, 
unto the favour of the Almighty. 

Hereupon Eſau went forth to hunt; but Re- 
becca being deſirous that the bleſſing of God 
ſhould light upon her ſon Jacob, tho T/aac 
had otherwiſe deſigned, commanded him to go 
forth and kill one af the kids, and immediate- 
ly to dreſs it for ſupper. Jacob, obedient 
in all things unto his mother, went forth, took, 
killed, and dreſſed accordingly ; as ſoon as 
it was ready, he put the skin of the kid 
upon his neck, and upon his hands, that his 


father, by feeling him hairy, might take him 


lor E/21 ; ſince, as is uſual in twins, he re- 
ſembled him exactly in all things but this; 
fearing therefore that he ſhould be diſcover'd 
before his father Iſaac had finiſhed his prayers, 
and ſo inſtead of bleſſing he ſhould reap curſes, 
he made uſe of this diſguiſe, in which he came 
and ſtood before him. | 
But I/2ac perceiving ſomething in the tone 
like that of Jacob's voice, called his ſon to 
come nearer unto him. Jacob therefore put 
forth to his father his arms, cover'd as the 
were with the kid's skin, which J/aac feeling, 
ſaid, tho' thy voice be like that of Jacob, yer 
by the hairineſs of thy arms thou ſeemeſt unto 
me to be Eſau ; wherefore ſuſpecting no de- 
ceit, as ſoon as he had ſupped, he addreſſed 
himſelt unto God in this manner, faying, 


g GOD of all ages, tne Creator of all 
F things in the univerſe, who didſt pro- 
© mite thy favour unto my father, and haſt be- 
« ſtowed on me great and abundant bleſſings, pro- 
< miling alſo to beſtow them in yet greater mea- 
« ſire upon my poſterity, ler, I pray thee, thy be- 
© nefirs be ſtill continued unto me, nor let thy 
© mercy depart from me, becauſe of my preſent 
c weak condition, in which I have the more need 
© of thy help. Preſerve thou this my fon, be pro- 
© pitious unto him and protect him from all evil; 
© render the whole courſe of his life happy, and 
give unto him bleſſi gs according to the full- 
« neſs of thy power; make him great and for- 
c midable towards all who ſhall be his enemies, 
c and let him receive grace and honour in the 
« preſence of his triends.” 


Thus did T/aac pour forth his prayers, ſup- 
poſing it had been his fon F/ar, and ſcarce 
had he finiſhed his bleſſing, before E/au re- 
turned from hunting; but I/aac, knowing he 
was fruſtrated, held his peace. Tau however 


_ earneltly requeſted that he might receive as 


much as his brother had done, but his father 
denied 
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denied him, ſaying, he had already given all 
his bleſſing unto Jacob; whereupon Eſau la- 
mented grievouſly. T/aac, exceedingly moved 
with his ſon's tears, told him, that in ſtrength 
of body, and martial exploits, he and his po- 
ſterity ſhould excel, and reap from thence im- 
mortal glory, but that they ſhould however 
be ſubject to his brother. 
Now Jacob was afraid that his brother Eſau 


would revenge himſelf on him for the loſs of 
his father's bleſſing, bur the care of his mother 
Rebecca deliver'd him from this fear; ſhe per- 
ſuading 1/aac to ſend him into Meſopotamia, 
that he might take unto him a wife of his 
kindred : ſau about the ſame time ma ing 
Beſſrmath, the daughter of Iſmael, becauſe his 
father liked nor the Chaanites, and after- 
wards loved her belt of all his wives. 


CHA P. III. 


The Flight of Jacob into Meſopotamia, through fear of bis Brother. 


ACOB being now ſent into Meſopotamia, 

that he might receive in marriage the daugh- 
ter of his uncle Laban, his father I/aac, thro' 
his wife's perſuaſion, having conſented to the 
journey, paſſed through the land of Chanaan, 
but for the averſion he had unto the inhabitants 
of that country, he would not lodge amongſt 
them, but choſe rather to ſleep abroad in the 
fields under the open air. 

Where, whilſt he ſlept, having placed a ſtone 
under his head for a pillow, he ſaw in his reſt 
a viſion. There feemed unto him a ladder, 
which reached up unto Heaven, perſons de- 
ſcending thereon of far greater beauty than 
any of the race of men; and on the top thereof 
the Moſt High God Himſelf appeared, and 
haviag called him by his name, ſpoke unto him 
in theſe words : 

Jacob, inaſmuch as thou art deſcended from 
a righteous father, and from a grand-father 
famous for his virtue, be not diſmayed with 
thy preſent hardſhips and travels, but hope for 
better days, ſince great and manitold bleſſings 
ſhall hereafter be given unto thee under my 
protection and care: For lo! I am He, who 
brought Abram hither out of Me/cpotamia, when 
driven thence by his kindred. I alſo am He who 
have bleſſed thy father /aac with plenty, nor 
ſhall thy lot be worſe than his; be of good 


courage then, go on thy way, and be aſ- 


ſured that I conduct thee. As to the marriage 
of which thou thinkeſt in thy mind, behold it 
ſhall come to paſs, and thou ſhall be happy in 
good children, which ſhall ſpring theretrom. 
The multitude alſo of their offspring ſhall be 


innumerable, and they ſhall increaſe in their 


deſcendants, to whom I will give the dominion 
of this land, and their poſterity will I place 
throughout ſea and land wherever the ſun ſhi- 
neth. Let not then any fear diſmay thee, nor 
be chou troubled and afflicted at thy labours, 
ſeeing 1 am always near thee, to protect thee, 
and ready to aſſiſt thee in whatſoever thou un- 
dertakeſt, and will be alſo more and more 
favourable unto thee in future times. 

Theſe things God predicted unto Jacob; 
he riſing up, rejoyced with great gladneſs for 
thoſe things which he had ſ{cen, and the pro- 
miſes that had been made unto him, and pour- 
ing oil over the ſtones whereon he ſlept, while 
he received theſe tidings, he made a ſolemn 
vow unto God, that he would there ſacrifice 
unto him if he came back with ſafety into his 
country ; and he accordingly offered up the 


tenths of all which he had acquired in his re- 
turn, eſteeming the place alſo worthy of ho- 
nour and remembrance ; he called it Bethel, 
which when rendred into Greek ſignifies the 
Houſe of God. 

Going therefore on in his journey, he came 
at laſt unto Charran, and finding ſome ſhep- 
herds in the ſuburbs of the city, and alſo ſeveral 
young men and women fitting by the fide of 


a fountain, he mingled himſelf with them, and 


deſir'd them to give him to drink; while 
therefore they were diſcourſing, he took occa- 
ſion to ask if they knew one Laban their 
countryman, and 1t he were yet alive? The 
anſwer' d him that they knew Laban well, tor 
he was too conſiderable a perſon to be un- 
known ; that his daughter uſually fed her flock 
with them, and they were ſurprized ſhe was 
not already come, for from her he might doubt- 
leſs learn all he deſir'd to know, Now while they 
were thus ſpeaking, the maiden came, attended 
by her ſhepherds, and one preſently told her, 
ſhewing Jacob alſo unto her, that this ſtranger 
enquir'd for her father; ſhe, as is common with 
young women, rejoyced mightily thereat, in- 
quiring who he was, and whence he came, and 
by what neceſſity driven thither, wiſhing thar 
it was in her power to relieve all his wants. 
But Jacob conceived a tenderneſs for the 
maid from that inſtant, not out of reſpe& ſo 
much either to her kindneſs, or the nearneſs of 
their relation, as from the love which poſſeſſed 
him from the exquiſiteneſs of her beauty ; for 
the was of all women thereabouts the moſt 
lovely. He ſaid then unto her, if thou art the 
daughter of Laban, there hath been a relation 
and nearneſs between our families long before 
our times. Abram, Arran, and Nachor, were 
all ſons unto Tharres; now thy grandfather 


 Bethuel was ſon unto Nachor, but Abram, and 


Sarah the daughter of Arran, were the parents 
of I/aac my father. But there is yet a nearer 
and ftraiter tye of conſanguinity between us, 
for Rebecca, who 1s my mother, 1s ſitter unto 
thy father Laban, both by father-ſide and 
mother's, and of conſequence you and I are 
couſins. 1 came therefore to ſalute you, and 
to renew the ancient kindneſs and afteEtion 
there hath always been berween our families. 
Whereupon recalling to her memory what 
ſhe had heretofore, while a girl, heard her father 
ſpeak, concerning Rebecca; and knowing how 


welcome any tidings of her would be unto her 


parent's ears, ſhe could nor help weeping, 
with 
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with joy, while ſhe embraced young Facob ; 


aud having ſaluted him, thou haſt, ſaid ſhe, 


brought pleaſant and acceptable news unto my 
father, and all our family, who never forgot 
your mother, bur ſpeak of her continually, and 
would rejoyce greatly to hear of her welfare. 
She then entreated him to follow her unto her 
father's, leaſt the good old man ſhould be any 
longer deny'd the pleaſure of ſeeing him. 

Having ſo ſaid, ſhe brought him unto La- 
Fan, where he acknowledged himſelf to be the 
young man's uncle, whereby Jacob lived in 
great peace and ſafety amongſt his friends, and 
brought them alſo much ſatisfaction. After a 
few days were paſſed over, Laban ſaid unto 
Facob, thy preſence gives me more pleaſure 
than words can expreſs, wherefore I beſeech 
thee to tell me what 1t 1s that occaſions your 
leaving your parents 1n their old age, where, 
by reaſon of thoſe weakneſſes that attend it, 
they the more need your help and aſſiſtance, 
and be aſſured that whatever it be in which 
thou wanteft help, I will be ready to ſupply 
thee. 

Whereupon Jacob open'd unto him the whole 
matter, how that //aac had two twin ſons, him- 
ſelf and Eſau, and that he, by his mother's aſ- 
ſiſtance, having defrauded his brother of their 


father's bleſſing, E/au therefore fought to kill 


him, as he who had raviſh'd from him the prin- 
cipality to which he was by the Laws of God 


to have {ucceeded, and alſo all the kind in- 


tentions of his father in his prayers. Jacob, 
confeſſed that this, with his mother's com- 


mand, was the cauſe of his coming unto him ; 


for you, added Jacob, are my neareſt relation 
by my mother's fide. From you therefore, 
next under the Almighty, do I expect aſſiſt- 
ance, nor by your help do I at all diſtruſt the 
ſituation I am in. 

Laban thereupon told him, that in reſpect 
to the near alliance of their anceſtors, he ſhould 
receive all the humanity poſſible at his hands, 
and that for his mother's ſake alſo, whom he 
ſtill loved with a tender affect ion, he would 
ſhew the ſame kindneſs to him preſent, as he 
bore unto her abſent; for that he would put 
the whole charge of his flock into his hands, 
to be entirely under his guidance and direction, 
until he ſhould be deſirous of returning unto 
his own home ; and that then he would diſmiſs 
him with ſuch gifts, and ſuch reſpect as their 
ſo near Relation required. 

Jacob therefore rejoyced at ſo great a good 
luck which had happen'd unto him, adding, 
that he ſhould willingly do whatever might 
conduce unto Labar's ſervice, and ſhould ac- 


count it rather as a delight than a labour. 


But inftead of any reward which he would 

ive him, he deſir d that he would beſtow on 
him his daugater Rachae/ for a Wite, which he 
ſhould receive as the greateſt honour rhat could 
be done him, the kindneſs of the young Wo- 
man in bringing him unto him having won his 
affection, and that the love he bore her, had 
endeared him to ſpeak in ſuch terms. 

Laban was exceedingly pleaſed with what 
Jacob had ſaid, giving readily his conſent unto 
the marriage, aſſuring him he would not have 
wiſhed a better ſon-1n-law ; but that he muſt 


alſo requeſt of him to tarry with him a while 
in that country, becauſe he was unwilling to 

let his daughter go among the Chanaanites, and 

that the marriage ot his fiſter had reſpited him 

becauſe of her going thither. 

Facob willingly accepted of the condition, 
and covenanted to live with him ſeyen years, 
being deſirous that by his care and fidelity in 
that ſpace, he might ſee he was not unworthy 
of his alliance, 

Laban, perfectly ſatisfied, ratifies theſe con- 
ditions, and when the time was expir'd, made 
great preparations for the wedding ; but at 
night, without Jacob's ſuſpecting. the matter, 
he cauſed his other daughter tobe laid in 
the place of Rachel, who was neither ſd young, 
nor ſo handſome. He being deceived by the 
darkneſs of the night, and alſo diſorder'd with 
wine, went in unto her, but when the morn- 
ing diſcover'd the deceit, he inveigh'd bitter- 
ly againſt the treachery of Laban. But he 
excuſed it as an act of neceſſity, for he did not 
do it with an evil intention, but that cuſtom 
requir'd it from him; yet however that ſhould 
be no impediment, for ſince he was ſo deſirous 
of poſſeſſing his daughter Rachel, he ſhould 
likewiſe marry her, if he would ſerve him 
another ſeven years. Jacob agreed to the pro- 
poſal, and love making the task eaſy, after 
another ſeven years ſervice he received Rachel 


in marriage. | 

Their father beſtowed on them two hand- 
maids, to Leah he gave Ailpha, and unto Ra- 
chel, Bella; theſe were not however his ſlaves, * 


but his ſubjects. But Leah was grievouſly 


troubled when ſhe found her husband's affecti- 
ons turned towards her fiſter Rachel ; ſhe 
hoped however if ſhe had children, that her 
husband would love her, and therefore put 
up her prayers unto God inceſſantly for iſſue. 
When therefore ſhe had brought forth a 
ſon, and her husband began to turn his love 
unto her, the called his name Ruben, (Gr. Ru- 
vel,) becauſe God had had pity upon her, for ſo 
the Name ſignifies. Atterwards ſhe brought 
him three other ſons, inen, whoſe name is 
as much as to ſay, God hath. heard me. Then 
Levi, which ſignifies the Band of Society ; and 
after him Judai, which means returning thanks. 
Rachel, that ſhe might not loſe the love of 
her husband, by her ſiſter's fruitfulneſs, caus*d 
her handmaid Balla to go in unto Ja cob, by 
whom {he conceiv'd a ſon called Dan, which 


interpreted, is vindicated by God ; and next 


him Nephthalim, which mean gained by fraud, 
tor that ſhe had procur*d him by artful con- 
trivance, to ballance her ſiſter's fruitfulneſs. 
Leah made uſe of the ſame contrivance againſt 
Rachel, and gave her maid unto the bed of 
her husband. Zilpha bore unto him a ſon na- 
med Gad, that is, a Son of Fortune. After him, 
ſhe brought forth A/er, which is as much as to 
ſay Bleſſed, becauie Leah was loved for her 
great fruitfulneſs. | 

Ruben, who was the firſt born ſon of Leah, 
brought home ro his mother, the fruit of the 
mandrake : which Rache, perceiving, deſir'd 
her to give her part thereof, becauſe ſhe was 
deſirous to taſte them; but Leah would nor, 
anſwering ſhe ought to be ſatisfied with having 


the 
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the advantage of her, in her husband's affec- 
tion. Rachel, that ſhe might ſoften the heart 
of her ſiſter, and gain ſome of the mandrakes, 
conſented that Jacob ſhould that Night go in 
unto her, which accordihgly he did; and 
Leah again had children, viz. ac har, that is, 
gained by hire, and Zabnlon, which ſignifies a 
Token of good will; and alſo a daughter, 
whoſe name was Dinah. « 


Not long after Rachel alſo conceived a ſon, 


which the called To/eph, that is, an addition 
during all which itpace of almoſt twenty years, 
Jacob kept his father's flocks ; but at the end 
of that time he judg'd it proper to return 
with his wives unto his own heritage; which 
intention when his father-in-law knew, he 
would by no means conient thereunto. For 
which reaſon Jacob reſolv'd ſecretly to de- 
part from him; and to this effect he made 
trial of his wives, to ſee how they were in- 
clin'd as to his flight, who encouraged him 
thereto by their conſent, fo far, that Rache! 
having ſtolen the images of the Deities wor- 
ſbip'd in that country, they fled away with their 
fiſter, their handmaidens, and all their chil- 
dren, with what elſe belong'd unto them. 
Jacob took away one half alſo of the cattle 
privately, and unknown to Laban; Rachel 
alſo carried away the images, altho* her husband 
Jacob had taughr her to deſpiſe them, and give 
them no honour. - But the reckon'd in herſelf 
that if Laban purſued, ſhe might be able to 
appeaſe him, in caſe he overtook them. 

Laban, afrer a day's ſpace, became acquainted 


with their flight, and being enraged at the. 


news, both with Jacob and his daughters, he 
immediately purſued after them with all his 
force. At the end of ſeven days journey he 
overtook them, on a hill where they had ſeated 
themſelves, evening growing on; for which rea- 
ſon, Laban alſo abſtained from any violence. 
In the night God ſtood before him in a dream, 
and admoniſh'd him that he ſhould no longer 


entertain any thoughts of attacking Jacob, or 


uſing any evil treatment againſt his daughters, 
but, on the contrary, that he ſhould be recon- 
ciled. unto them, and make a new league with 
his ſon-in-law; threatning alſo to protect and 
aſſiſt Facob, if, contemning his commands, he 
ſhould venture to aſſault him, becauſe of the 
ſmall number and weakneſs of his people. 

Then Laban, when God had deliver'd unto 
him this admonition, roſe the next day, and 
calling unto Jacob to ſpeak with him, related 
unto him his dream: Jacob, giving credit unto 
his words, came unto him ; whereupon Laban 
began to expoſtulate with him, that coming 
unto him poor, and in want of all things, he 
had relieved and ſupported him, and ſupplied 
him with plenty out of his own goods. 

© Moreover, (ſaid Laban unto him) I have 
given my daughters 'unto thee for wives, 
© hoping that ſo near a conjunction would for 
ever have bound thee to my friendſhip; 
but you, on the contrary, without regard 
to your mother, without remembring the 
relation there is between us, forgetting alſo 
the wives whom you have married, and 
loſing all reſpect for him who is the grand- 


_ of your children, have treated me as 
Q | | 
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© an enemy; taking away my goods, perſua⸗ 
ding my daughters to abandon him who be+ 
gat them, carrying away alſo the facred 
Protectors of my houſe, whom I, and like- 
wiſe my fathers; teligiouſly worſhipp*d. Thus, 
what ſcarce one enemy would have offer*d. 
to another, thou, who art my couſin, my 
nephew, the ſon of my ſiſter, the husband 
of my daughters, my gueſt, and my do- 
meſtick ſervant, haſt done unto me.? | 
When Laban had done ſpeaking; Jacob in 
anſwer. thereto ſaid, © 'That not only. on his 
© mind, bur alſo on all men's, God impreſſed 
© the love of their native country; and that 
having remain'd fo many years in a ſtrange 
© land, it need not be wonder'd that he felt a 
© deſire of returning back thither. | 
© But with reſpect to the prey (added Jacob) 
© which thou ſay'{t I have taken, before any 
© other judge but thyſelf, thou would'ſt be 
found in the wrong; for as thou ſhould'ſt 
© have beſtow'd on me a gratuity for having 
© preferv'd and increas'd the goods which thou 
© committed*ſt to my care, is it not therefore 
* unjuſt in thee to grudge, becauſe I have 
taken a ſmall part of them unto myſelf? As 
c 
c 
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to your daughters, ſay not that by craft 
they have been engag'd to accompany me, 
but reflect with yourſelf, that with a duty 
becoming wives, they went with their huſ- 
band; nor properly ſpeaking, do they fol- 
low me, but their children.. „ 

Jacob ſaid theſe things that he might juſtify 
himſelf, He farther went on, and complain'd 
of Laban, That he, who was the brother of 
his mother, and who had given him his daugh- 
ters to wife, had nevertheleſs, for the ſpace of 
twenty years, by the ſeverity of his com- 
mands, grievouſly diſtreſſed him: That the 
toils he went through under pretence of meri- 
tipg his daughters, had been very great ; yer 
great as they were, they had been ſtill much 
increaſed ſince the time of his marriage, from 
which, had he been his enemy, he would long 
before have fled. | 

For the truth really was, that Laban had 
dealt very unjuſtly by Facob; for he perceiving 
that God protected, and increaſed whatſoeyer 
was under Jacob's care, promiſed him firſt, 
that he would give him thoſe which were 
yeaned white; then, that he would beſtow on 
him the black. 

But when he ſaw the cattle which he had 
deſtin'd for Facob increaſed, he kept not his 
promiſe with him, but put it off until the com- 
ing year; for he coveting the largeſt ſhare, 
aſſign'd unto him that which he thought would 
be the leaſt; bur when it proved otherwiſe, 
then he broke his word. 

But as to the ſacred things, which Labar 
ſaid Jacob had taken from him, thoſe Jaco 
anſwer'd he might ſearch for if he pleaſed. 
Laban accepted the propoſal, which Rachel 
hearing, ſhe put the images into the furniture 
of the camel upon which ſhe fate, pretending 
ſhe had on her the indiſpoſition peculiar to her 
ſex. Laban deſiſted thereupon from his ſearch, 
believing that Rachel in ſuch a condition would 
not ſit near the images. Then Laban made an 
accord with Facob, which they bound with an 

| | oath, 


| 
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oath, that neither ſhould remember the inju- 
ries done him by the other, but that he would 
love conſtantly his daughters. This agree- 
ment they made on a certain mountain, where, 
in memory thereof, they erected a pillar, in 


the form of an altar; from whence the hill is 
named Galade, and the Country round it by 
us even now called Galade; and having feaſted 


together after the treaty, Laban returned back 
again unto his home, 


CHAP. XX 
Of the Meeting between Jacob and Eſau. 


OW Facob, as he travelled unto the 
land of Chanaan, had many viſions, which 
encouraged him to hope for great things here- 
after, wherefore he called the place where it 
happen'd, the Camp of God. But Facob deſi- 
rous of knowing before-hand how he ſtood, in 
reſpe& of his brother, ſent meſſengers before 


him to enquire, giving commands unto thoſe 


he ſent, that they ſhould ſpeak after this man- 
ner to his brother Eau. = 

© That Jacob, out of fear of diſobliging his 
© brother, and not caring to live in enmity 
< with him, voluntarily left his native country, 
< whither now, in hopes length of time might, 
© by blotting out old differences, have reftor'd 
him to his favour, he was returning with his 
wives, his children, and the goods, which 
by his induftry he had acquir'd, ſome of the 
moſt valuable of which he ſent as a token of 
his ſubmiſſion, and that he would eſteem 
© it his greateſt happineſs to ſhare the goods 
© God had beſtow'd with his brother.” 

When theſe things were deliver'd unto Eſau, 
by the meſſengers of Facob, Eſau was exceed- 
ing glad. Whereupon alſo he immediately ſet 
out to meet him with four hundred men in 
arms. Jacob, when he heard of his coming 
with ſuch a force, was very much afraid, yet 
put his whole truſt and all hope of ſafety in 
the mercy of God, providing however accord- 
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ing as the exigency of the caſe requir'd, di- 


viding thoſe who were with him, and putting 


one body in front, cauſed the other to march 


ſlowly behind, in order to ſuſtain them, in caſe 
£/au ſhould attack them, and they be driven 


back: 


Things being put thus into order, he ſent 
again certain perſons before him with preſents 
unto his brother. "Theſe preſents conſiſted not 
only in beaſts of carriage, bur alſo of various 
others, which for rarity and price might ſeem 
precious in the eyes of his brother. He di- 
rected a ſpace alſo to be left between each, 
that in paſting they might appear the more nu- 
merous, and by their value aſſwage any ill-will 
that might yet remain in his brother towards 
him. Tothoſe alſo who accompany'd them, 
Jacob gave directions to addreſs E/au in the 
moſt courteous and ſubmiſſive terms. 


Theſe preparations having taken up the day, 
he cauſed his troops to march in the night; who 
when they had paſſed a brook, called Faboch, 
Facob, who was hindmoſt, had a viſion, in 
which he ſeem'd to contend, and wreſtle with a 
Phantom, which at length Facob having over - 
come, it ſpoke unto him, and encouraged him, 
telling him he had (which was not eaſy) 
vanquiſh'd an Angel of the Lerd, which was a 
preſage of future ſucceſs, in which he ought to 


"rejoice, being aſſur d alſo that God would 


protect his poſterity, and that none ſhould 
be able to . or diſtreſs them. He 
moreover commanded him to take upon him for 
the future, the name of Jſrael, which in the 
Hebrew tongue ſignifies a Ręſiſter of an Angel. 
Theſe things were foretold Facob, at his 
requeſt; for when he perceiv'd that it was an 
Angel of the Lord, he enquir'd diligently 
of what ſhould befal him,; which when the 
viſion had told, it vaniſh'd from his ſight. 
Wherefore Facob, being very joyful at this 
event, called the name of the place Phanue, 
which is as much as to ſay, the Face of God. 
But Jacob feeling a pain in his thigh, occaſion'd 
by his ſtriving, he ever aſter abſtain'd from 
eating that part, which is the reaſon our nation 
refrain alſo therefrom, 
When Jacob was inform'd that his brother 
and his people drew nigh, he commanded his 
wives to go forward ſeverally, attended by 
their ſervants, that they might at a diſtance, 
and in ſafety, behold the battle, in caſe his 
brother Eſau ſhould conſtrain him to fight. But 
on his brother's coming up to him, ſeeing he in- 
tended him no evil, Facos threw himſelt at his 
feet, and Eſau on the other hand ſaluting him, 
enquir'd concerning his wives and children; 
and having learnt of their welfare, he offer'd 
to conduct them to his father. Jacob excuſed 
himſelf ſrom accepting the offer, dy pretending 
his cattle were very weary, and much fatigued 
with their journey; ſo E/au retir'd to the 
town of Sair, (Ser) the place of his habitation, 
which he ſo called from the Thickne/s of his 
Hair. 
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G 
The Rape of Dinah, the Daughter of. Jacob. 


ACOB retir'd himſelf alfo to a place we 
now call the Tents, (alſo Syuccoth) and 
trom thence went to Sichem, a city of the 
Chanagnites. It happen'd there, that on a 
ſolemn feaſt day, Dinah, the daughter of 
Facob, went forth to ſee the finery of the wo- 


men in that country ; where being ſeen by. 


Sichem, the ſon of king Emmor, he firſt by 
force deflowered her; after which, through the 


violence of his love for her, he entreated his 


father that he might have her in marriage. The 
king yielded to the propoſal, and went himſelf 
unto Facob, to requeſt that his ſon might re- 
ceive Dinah for his lawful wife. 

Now, when out of regard to the dignity of 
the perſon who asked it, he knew not how to 


refuſe; and at the ſame time conceiving it un- 


fir to match his daughter with ſtrangers of ano- 
ther ſtock, Jacob was very much perplex'd in 
his mind, and deſir'd time to conſider thereof. 
'The king thereupon retir*d, hoping that Facob 
would conſent to the marriage. Jacob imme- 
diately call*d his ſons together, and acquainting 
them both with the rape of their ſiſter, and the 
requeſt of Emmor, bid them conſider what mea- 
| ſures were in this caſe to be taken, The reft 
doubting were filent ; but Simeon and Levi, 
who were both from the fame womb with 
Dinah, concerted between them a deſign of 
revenge. | 
For on a feaſt day of the Sichemites, when 
they had given themſelves entirely up to mer- 
riment and pleaſure, the brothers took their 
opportunity, and in the dead of the night, 
having ſlain the guards, who were intoxicated 


and half aſleep, they entered the town, putting 
all the males therein to the ſword ; amongſt 
whom were the king and his ſon, doing how- 
ever no harm to the women. Having perform'd 
this without the knowledge of their father, 
and bringing back their ſiſter with them, they 
3 5-5; | 

Facob was exceedingly diſmay*d at this ac- 
tion of his ſons, and was wroth with them for 
it; but God in the night comforted him, com- 
manding him to be of good chear, and to pu- 
rify himſelf, his family, and habitations, offer- 
ing up alſo the ſacrifices he had vowed, when 
in his journey to Meſopotamia he had ſeen the 
viſion. Jacob, while he was making this luſtra- 
tion, found the Gods of Laban, which, till 


then, he knew not were taken away by Rachel, 


and had by her been hidden under an oak. 
Afterwards he went and ſacrificed at Bethel, 
where he had feen the viſion in his dream, 


when he went formerly into Meſopotamia. 


Going from thence, in the land of Ephratha,' 
Rachel died in child-bed, and was there buried, 
being the only one of her family who had not 
place in the ſepulchre at Hebron; over whom 
Facob having bitterly lamented, he named her 
ſon Benjamin, whom ſhe had called Ben-oni, 


(the ſon of ſorrow), from thoſe mortal pains 


his birth had given to her. Now the children 
of Jacob were twelve ſons and one daughter; 
of which eight were legitimate, fix by Leah, 
and two by Rachel; but four were by their 
hand-maids, by each of them two. All whoſe 
names I have mention'd before. X 


CH A P. III. 


HEN CE Jacob went unto the city of 
Hebron, where Iſaac his father dwelt; 

but in a very ſhort ſpace he loſt him; nor did 
he find his mother Rebecca living. In a ſmall 
time, as I have ſaid, after his arrival, his fa- 
ther dying he was bury'd in Hebron, near his 
progenitors, by his ſons. 1/aac was a perſon, 


The Death of Iſrael, and Interment at Hebron. 


for his eminent goodneſs, well pleaſing unto 


God; and after the deceaſe of Abraham his 


father, received into the higheſt favour. He at- 
tain*d alſo unto a good old age, having lived to 
one hundred eighty-five, and left behind him 
the memorial of the moſt exalted virtue. 
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ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS. 
BO Ok. THE SECOND: 
\ Containing the Space of Iwo Hundred and 
e Twenty Tears. 


"CHAP. 1 


How Eſau and Jacob, the Sons of Iſaac, divided the Inheritance from their Father ;; 
1 Idumæa falling to the Lot of Eſau, and Chanaan unto that of Jacob, 


FT ER the deceaſe of J/aac, 
his ſons divided his inheritance 
between them, each retiring to 
the place of his habitation ; but 
Eſau leaving the city of Hebron 
to his brother, ſettled himſelf 
at Sair (Ser) becoming prince of Idumæa, fo 
called from his own name, himſelf being call'd 
Flom from this occaſion. _ 

One day while he was yet very young, re- 
turning much harraſs'd and fatigu'd from hnnt- 
ing, he found his brother Jacob dreſſing lentil 
porridge for his dinner, which looking red, 
more and more excited the deſire of FK/ar, 
hungry with the chaſe, to cat thereof; where- 
fore he intreated Faces to give him part: but 
his brother raking advantage of his ſharp ſto- 
mach, refuſed him the. porridge, unleſs he 
would reſign to him his birthright ; which Eſau 
at laſt did, and confirm'd his reſignation, by 
'a ſolemn oath. His companions of a like age, 


called him from hence Edom in ſport, from the 
redneſs of his victuals, for in Hebrew, Edom 


{ignifies Red. Hence therefore came the de- 
nomination of this country, which the Greeks, 
according to their wonted cuſtom of ſoftning 


all proper names to an agreeable ſound, call 


Idumæa. my my | 

— E/aubegat five ſons : Faus, Jolam and Core, 
he had by his wife Alibama; Aliphazes, ( Ali- 
phates) by Ada, and Ragucl by Baſematha, 
(or Moſematha). Aliphazes had five children, 
Theman, Omer, Saphus, (or Opheus, or Opher,) 
Jot ham and Canaz. » Amelech was his illegiti- 
mate ſon by his concubine Thamha, (or Theſma). 
Theſe inhabited that tract of Idumæa call'd 
Gobolitzs, and from Amelech, Amelechitis : for 
Idumea being a country of wide extent, re- 


tain'd its name in general; but the ſeveral 


provinces receiv*d their particular demonina- 
tions from their firft inhabirants, 


CHAS. -.. 
How Joſeph, one of the younger Children of Jacob, becauſe of a Dream which promiſed 


him great future Succeſs, became envied hy his Brethren, 


OW Jacob attained to a degree of hap- 
N pineſs greater than that of any other 
perſon of his age ; his riches excelled thoſe ot 
any of the inhabitants of that country, and the 
number and merits of his children made him 
at once conſpicuous and envied. For indeed 
the young men were wanting in no accom- 
pliſnment, ſtrong in body, ant! of ingenious 
diſpoſitions; they were equally adapted to 


whatever requir'd labour and force, or to 


thoſe things which are not to be perform'd 
but by the virtues of the mind. 

Indeed the affairs of Jacob were ſo much 
under the care of the Almighty, and His fa- 


vour ſo conſtantly ſhone on all he did, that 
even the moſt adverſe and contrary events, as 
they appear'd unto humane wiſdom, were by 
the directions of His over-ruling councils 
render'd the means of conferring wealth and 
good things upon him and his poſterity ; as is 
manifeſted by our anceſtors coming out of 
Agypt, which happen'd through this occaſion. 

Foſeph, the ſon of Rachel, both from the 
extraordinary beauty of his perſon, and the 
excellency of his genius, which in ſolidity cf 


judgment ſurpaſſed thoſe of his brethren, be- 
came in a particular manner the favourite of 
his father Facob. This pecaliar affection of 

his 
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his father towards him, with the dreams he 
had related, which portended his great ſuc- 
ceſs in future times, filled all his brethren with 
a malicious ſpleen againſt Jo/eph; for it ſeems 
a natural infirmity in mankind to envy the 
proſperity of thoſe who are their equals. Now 
the viſions which Fo/eph had ſeen, and which 
had raiſed this ill-will againſt him, were 
theſe: -_ | 

Being ſent by his father with his brethren 
to reap his corn, he ſaw in his ſleep a viſion very 
different in its nature, from what is uſually 
repreſented unto mankind in their dreams: 
from its ſtrangeneſs therefore he was induced 
to conſult his brothers; then told he is viſion 
thus: Behold I faw laſt night in my ſleep 
© the ſheaf which I had bound ftanding firm, 
© and all of yours running towards it bowed, 
and did reverence thereunto.“ His bro- 
thers underſtanding clearly from hence, that 
mighty ſucceſs ſhould come unto him, and that 
he ſhould acquire power and authority over 
them, altho' they ſaid nothing unto Joſep h, 
yet ceaſed they not amongſt themſelves to 
wiſh that the omen might be averted, and to 
Increaſe their malice againſt their brother yet 
more atid more. 

But God, to confound their envy, ſent yet 
a more extraordinary viſion to Fo/eph He 
beheld in his dream the ſun, the moon, and 
he reſt of the ftars, (others have it eleven Stars) 
come down upon the earth, and do reverence 
unto him. Fo/eph, little ſuſpecting any miſ- 
chief from his brothers; told this alſo before 
them unto his father, intreating him, if he 
thought it worthy, to explain the meaning 
thereof to him. Jacob was exceedingly plea- 
fed with that dream, collecting the circum- 


25 
ſtances, weighing and comparing them in his own 
mind, he perceived plainly that ſome great 
thing was portended, and promiſed unto his ſon 
thereby; for he gathered from thence, that Jo- 
ſeph being raiſed unto ſome high place, ſhould 
receive reſpect and honour from his father, 
mother and brothers. The ſun and moon 
ſeemed to repreſent the father and the mo- 


ther, becauſe the latter nouriſhes and increaſes 


all things, and from the former all things de- 
rive their form and force: The ſtars to Jacol, 
ſeemed alſo to refer to his brethren, who 
were Eleven, and like the ſtars drew their 
vigour from their parents. | 

Nor was this a looſe, or inconſiderate inter- 
pretation given by Jacob of his ſon's dream; 
but its agreement with reaſon, made it pierce 
29 the more deeply into the heart of his 

rothers : for they conceived a deep envy 
againſt the predicted good fortune unto Fo/eph, 
as if he had been a ſtranger and not their 
brother, 1n whoſe ſucceſs they needed not to 
have doubted their having an equal ſhare ; and 
from this malicious ſpirit it entered into their 
minds to put the young man to death. 

When therefore they had formed this de- 
ſign amongſt themſelves, the harveſt being 
wholly gathered in, they went into. Sichem, a 
country perfectly adapred unto grazing, with 
their herds, without giving any notice, unto 
their father of their going thither. Jacob hear- 
ing nothing from the flocks, nor knowing what 
was become of his ſons, became very uneaſy 
and troubled in his mind; at length he ſent 
Foſeph forth unto the herds, that he might learn 
news of his brethren; and bring him an ac- 
counter. 


CHAP. III. 


How Joſeph, through the Malice of his Brethren, was ſold into Ægypt; and becoming 
there a great and illuſtrious Perſon, had his Brethren afterwards in his Power. 


HEN therefore the ſons of Jacob per- 

ceived Joſeph coming towards them, 
they were filled with the greateſt joy; not as 
at the ſight of a brother, or one who came as 
a meſſenger from their father, but as if an 
enemy by the permiſſion of God had fallen in- 
to their hands ; wherefore they immediately 
agreed amongſt themſelves, leſt the opportu- 
nity ſhould be ſnatched out of their hands, to 
kill him on the ſpot. But Ruben the eldeſt 
of them, when he ſaw their deſign, diſſuading 
them from it, ſer before their eyes the attro- 
cious wickedneſs of the fact. He remonſtra- 
ted unto them how odious it were in the fight 
of God, and how deteſtable in the eyes of the 
world, for them in cool blood to murder even 
a ſtranger, much more than to embrue their 
hands in the {laughter of their brother, whoſe 
death they knew would be a moſt cruel in- 
jury to their father, and would wound him 
with. the deepeſt affliction for ſuch a loſs 
of his ſon. He conjured them therefore 
to give over this wicked intention, and not 
{lay a young, deſerving, and beautiful perſon, 
who was alſo their brother, eſpecially ſeeing 


3 


God would be a witneſs of, and preſent at the 


deed ; who wonld delight in them, and bleſs 
them, if quitting, the barbarity of the deſign, 
they repented that 1t .even had entered into 


their thoughts: But whoſe juſtice would ſure- 
1y purſue and puniſh them for ſhedding his 
blood; ſince his Providence difcerns alike 


things practiſed in the ſecrets of the defarts, 
and which are done openly in cities and towns; 
for whereſoever man is, there is alſo God's 
Providence beholding all that he does. 

He remonſtrated farther ro them, that if 
they went on to commit this fact, the Terrors 
of conſcience would purſue them, which'as it 
affords continual comforts if good, fo, if evil, 
it never can be avoided. He ſaid, That it 
their brother had injured them, it were unjuſt 
to kill him; for that it is better to pardon 
and forgive the offences of our friends, than 
implacably to puniſh them: That Fo/eph had 
never done them any wrong, and the tender 
innocence of his youth rather excited tender- 
neſs, and claim'd their care and their protection. 


The cauſe alſo, Ruben remarked to them, 


for which they were about to ſlay him, ti! . 
5 added 
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added more to the atrocity of the fact: for 
they were for putting him to death, becauſe of 
future proſperity that had been. promiſed him; 
and wherein, from their nearneſs in blood, 
they might reaſonably hope to be ſharers; 
and that they ſhould in one circumſtance above 
all, tempt the Juſtice of God, and render 
themſelves objects of his vengeance, by killing 


him whom the Almighty had by ſignal decla- 


rations deemed worthy of proſperity and ho- 
nour. | 

On theſe and many other topicks Ruben in- 
ſiſted, in hopes of altering the intentions of 
his brethren : but finding that impracticable, 
and that the more he ſpoke againſt it, the 
more ready and violent they were to go about 
it, he changed his diſcourſe, ſaying, that 
fince he could not prevail on them to ſpare 
him, but that his death was poſitively deter- 
mined, he would yet adviſe them to mitigate 
his death by the manner of it, and ſo render 
the offence ſomewhat the leſs odious; for that 
polluting their hands immediately with the 
blood of their brother, was a very barbarous 
fact: he counſelled them therefore that they 
ſhould let him down into the next pit to 
which they came, and there leave him to die. 
Unto this they all aſſented; whereupon Ruben 
took the young man, and putting a cord about 
him, let him gently down into a pit, and 
then went to look for better paſturage tor his 
cattle. 

But Judah, who was alſo one of the ſons of 
Jacob, perceiving certain Arabian merchants, 
who carry ſpices and other Hrian merchan- 
dizes from Galaad into Agypt, coming to- 
wards them after the departure of Ruben, 
counſelled them to ſell Fo/eph unto them, by 
which they would be certain of his dying 
far enough out of their way, and they at the 
fame time ſhould avoid being the immediate 
inſtruments of his death. To this when they 


had all agreed, they drew Joſeph out of the 
pit, and ſold him unto theſe merchants for 
twenty pieces of ſilver, when he was now ſe- 
venteen years of age. Ruben had reſolved with 
himſelf to fave Fo/eph his brother, wherefore 
coming in the night ſecretly to the pit he 
called to him, but finding he was not there, 
he ſuſpected they had murdered him after his 
departure; of which accuſing his brethren, 
when they told him the truth, he ceaſed la- 
menting any longer. 

Theſe things thus done, the brothers next 
conſulted amongſt themſelves whar they ſhould 
{ay when they returned, to avoid the ſuſpi- 
cions of their father. They bethought them- 
ſelves then of Fo/eph's coat which he uſed 
to wear, and which they had ſtript off when 
they put him into the pit; this they tore, 
and ſtaining it with goat's blood, reſolved, 
ſhewing it to his father, to make him believe 
his ſon had been torn by wild beaſts. Having 
adjuſted this point, they returned to the old 
man, who by that time had heard ſomewhat 
of his ſon's being loſt ; they declared they 


had neither ſeen, nor knew any thing of Jo- 
/eph, but that they had found this coat torn, 


and ſtain'd with gore, by which they con- 
jectured the beaſts had killed him, if that was 
the coat he had on when he went forth. 

Jacob hitherto had expected leſs doleful 
tidings, ſuppoſing he might have only been 
taken captive ; but this coat took away all 
hopes. He told them that was the coat 
in which his ſon went out, and being now ſure 
he was killed, he mourned for him  ac- 
cordingly. So heavy was his afiction at this 
loſs, that the ſtory they told him, gained an 
abſolute belief; and Jacob covered with ſack- 
cloth, abandoned himſelf ſo to grief and la- 
mentation, as to remain inconſolable from the 
advices of his ſons, or from the dictates of his 
own reaſon. 


CHAP. IV. 


993 Joſeph's wonderful Continence, when tempted by his Lord's Wife. 


H E merchants ſold Joſeph to Potiphar 


(Greek is Petiphres), an Agyptian, and 


great officer in Pharaoh's houſhold, who treated 
him with great eſteem. For cauſing him to be 
educated with the utmoſt care, and treated 1n 
all other reſpects very much above his condition, 
he at length promoted him unto the poſt of 
ſteward and maſter of his houſhold. In which 
proſperous ſtate he forgot not his piety and 
virtue, but by the exactneſs of his conduct 

ave a full demonſtration that his prudence 
ot real, and his religious diſpoſition genuine 
and unaffected, were able to triumph over evil 
accidents, and not accommodated only to hap- 

y times. When the wife of Potiphar, and 
miſtreſs of Fo/zph, obſerved the beauty of his 
perſon and the elegance of his genius, which 
appeared in whatever he did, ſhe became vio- 
lently enamoured of him, ſuppoſing that he 
would readily yield to her deſires, and account 
it his greateſt felicity to ſhare in her fayours, 


1 
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But in ſuch thoughts ſhe regarded only the 
ſtate of life he was in, and reflected nat on 
that exemplary virtue which appeared in all 
his actions. 17% | g 

The vehemence of her paſſion engaged her 
to confeſs it freely to Fo/eph, and even to in- 
treat a reciprocal affeEtion ; but he rejected all 
her amorous propoſals, ſaying, that having re- 
ceiv'd fuch, and ſo great benefits from his lord, 
it would be a baſe and infamous return, if he 
ſhould commir ſuch an injury againſt him. 
Moreover he advis'd her to reftrain the exorbi- 
tance of her deſires, and moderate the heat 
of her inclinations, by aſſuring her all hopes 
were vain, which is commonly the beſt remedy 
againſt ſuch impure cogitations; adding, thar 
as to himſelf, he wonld rather ſuffer any thing, 
than by yielding to her follicitations, become 
equally culpable in rhe commiſſion of ſuch a 
 wickednefs. © Tis true indeed, ſaid he, that 
in moſt cafes, it is blameable for a fervant 


T 
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© to diſpute the commands of his miſtreſs; 
but here the foulneſs of the requeſt leaves 
© me no occaſion for excuſe.” This refuſal, fo 
contrary to all her hopes, inflamed her bur the 
more. She therefore turned all her thoughts 
on ſome new contrivance, by which intrapping 
him ſhe might accompliſh her deſign. 

When therefore a ſolemn feaſt day required 
her preſence, according to the Zgyptian cuſtom, 
which is to deck their women out with the 
greateſt ſplendor, ſhe excuſed herſelf on the 
pretence of ſickneſs, hoping by this ſhe thould 
gain an opportunity of ſeeing 0 alone with 
greater eaſe, Her deſign ſo far ſucceeding ſhe 


began to addreſs herſelt in yet more endearing 


terms to Joſeph than ſhe had done before; 


telling him, that he would have acted wiſely if 


he had complied with her firſt ſolliciations, 
and ſaved her the ſhame of a ſecond application, 
in regard to her great quality; but that now 
he ſhould attone for all errors, by an immediate 
compliance with her will. That expecting a 
ſecond amorous invitation, he now received it 


with this peculiar mark of her affection, that 


ſhe neglected all the pleaſure of a public ſo- 
lemnity, purely that ſhe might enjoy him; by 
which alſo he might be fully ſatisfied that no 
fraud lurked under her former careſſes, ſince 
ſhe ſtill perſiſted in her love. Come then, 
c ſaid ſhe and let us gratity ourſelves ; for if 
© to my favours you prefer your own empt 
© opinion of chaſtity, my hate and ſpleen ſhall 
< purſue you to the utmoſt. Nor ſhall your 
© continence avail you, even upon this occa- 
« ſion; for it I accuſe thee unto my husband 
© of an attempt upon my virtue, my accuſation 
© will prevail, and the lies I ſhall invent, will 
gain the belief of Potiphar, altho* the truth 
remain on thy ſide.” 

But the entreaties of the woman, tho? ac- 
companied with tears, could not excite his 
pity, ſo as to offend againſt chaſtity ; bur un- 
moved with fear, unprevailed on by prayers, 
and unterrified by threats, he reſolved never 
to yield unto ſuch an action, however dear it 


might coſt him, at the inſtigation of a woman, 


as afterwards might wound and torment his 
conſcience. Nor was he wanting in monitions 


that ſhe ſhould regard that fidelity, which law, 


right and cuſtom, exacted to the marriage-bed, 
rather than a momentary pleaſure imbittered 
with continual fears of diſcovery ; whereas 
conjugal enjoyments hinder not having a good 
conſcience before God and man; that it was 
undoubtedly more honourable and more wor- 
thy of her, to command him as her ſervant, 
than to debaſe herſelf ſo far as to partake 
with the filthineſs of ſuch a fin. The ſatis- 
faction of a good life being a greater and more 
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pleaſing than the fleeting pleaſures which are 
ſecretly ſought in vice. 

By theſe, and abundance of ſuch like argu- 
ments, Joſeph endeavoured to abate the ve- 
kemence of her deſires, and to bring her again 
within' the dominion of her. reaſon. Bur 
the, grown furious at his refuſal, finding blan- 
diſhments ineffectual, laid hold on him by force. 
FJoſepbh, greatly moved at this thocking impu- 
dence of the woman, fled from her bedſide, 
leaving his coat, on which ſhe ſeized, in her 
hands. She terrified leſt her husband ſhould 
hear it, and ſtung with rage at his neglect, de- 
termined within herſelf ro accuſe him unto 
Potiphar ; and to cover, with the pretence of 
rage at the violence offered to her honour, 
that viſible confuſion into which, by Fo/eph's 
diſappointing her wiſhes, ſhe had been caſt. 
Having thus ſettled, within herſelf, this Female 
Policy, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to put on a proper 
appearance to receive her husband. Potiphar 
returning home, and perceiving her troubled 
countenance, tenderly enquired the reaſon of 
her ſorrows. She began immediately her accu- 
{ation of Foſeph, ſpeaking thereot to her hus- 
band, in the following terms: | 

Either thou deſerveſt death, though my 
husband, or thou wilt puniſh, as it deſerves, 
the audacious impudence of thy ſlave, who 
has endeavoured to violate the honour of thy 
bed. Who, unmindful of the ftate, in 
© which he came into your family, and ungrate- 
© ful for all the benefits which thy kindneſs 
© hath heaped upon him, unſatisfied unleſs he 
© could poſſeſs all that thou haſt, he has en- 
« deavoured to injure the chaſtity of me, your 
wife, and that too on a holy-day, becauſe 
thou wert abſent. From whence it is ma- 
nifeſt, that all the humble modeſty which he 
hath hitherto worn, ſprung from a ſlaviſh 
© fear, and not from his native virtue. What 
© hath given him the boldneſs to attempt this, 
is that extraordinary favour which thou 
© haſt ſhewn him, in putting all thou haſt into 
© his power, and preferring him unto all the 
« reſt of thy ſervants, for which he thought (it 
© ſeems) to poſſefs alſo me, who am thy wife.“ 

That ſhe might gain yet the more credit unto 
all ſhe had ſaid, ſhe produced to him his gar- 
ment, which, as ſhe ſaid, he left, when he 
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came in and ſtruggled to violate her. Potiphar, 


moved with the tears and ſpeeches of his wife, 
and diſtruſting nothing of what he had heard and 
ſaw, doubly enamoured of her thro' this, he 
threw Fo/eph, without enquiry, into the priſon 
with other malefactors, commending and ad- 
miring the excellent chaſtity of his wife; of 
which, in his own opinion, he had fo clear and 


ample teſtimony. 


CHAP. 
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How Joſeph being thus accuſed, and in Priſon, interpreted there certain Dreams. 


OSE PE bote all with great ferenity of 
7 mind, referring himfelf and his affairs totally 
to the mercy of God; and in this ſpirit of re- 
ſignation he ſubmitted to his bonds, with- 
out offering to excuſe himſelf, or to ſet the 
matter in a true light; truſting that the Divine 
Being, who knew his innocence, would ſuc- 
cour and relieve him. The Divine Providence 
on which he relied, ſoon ſhone forth in his 
aſſiſtance ; for the keeper of the priſon pleaſed 
with his tractable temper, and exceedingly 
taken with the comelineſs of his perſon, treated 
him with great gentleneſs ; and finding him 
faithful in thoſe little things in which he 
employed him, encreaſed his allowance of 


victuals, and by other means alleviated his 


miſety very much, Ir happened there, that 
-the priſoners, when they had any time vacant 
from their labours, conterred together, as 1s 
'uſual tor perfons in ſuch diſtreſs to do, and 
to relate one to the other the ſeveral cauſes 
of their confinement. Amongſt thoſe who 
were there, one was the king's butler, once 


high in his favour, but on a ſudden difplea- 


ſure caſt into bonds: he, by degrees, centred 
into intimacy with 7e, and perceiving him 
to be a man of knowledge, and deep un- 
deritanding, he communicated unto him his 


dreams, intreating him if there were any thing 


in them which prefaged his future fortune, 


he would interpret unto him; lamenting 


alſo, while he made this requeſt, that the anger 
of the king ſhould cauſe his bonds, and wrath of 
heaven trouble thus his repoſe. 

He ſaid, that in his fleep he beheld three 
vine branches, from cach of which hung a large 
cluiter of grapes, ripe, and fit for uſe; that 


he thought he ſqueezed them into a cup, 


which the King held in his hand, and that hav- 
ing ftrained off the u, he preſented it unto 
his majeſty, who kindly received and accepted 
the ſame. Now when he had related his viſion 


in theſe terms, he earneſtly beſought Fo/eph 


that it it were in his power, and the dream por- 
tended any thing, that he would explain it 
unto him. | 

Joſeph bad him take heart, for within three 
days ſpace he ſhould be releaſed from priſon, 


and reſtored unto his office; ſhewing him thus 
the grounds of this interpretation. The fruit 


of the vine is a Bleſling given by God unto 
man for his uſe ; that when its juice is drunk, 


it betokeneth and even createth friendſhips 


amongſt thoſe who drink it; aſſuaging jars 
and enmity, quarrels and heart- burning, in- 
clining folks to pleaſure and to peace. Inaſ- 
much as thou ſay'ſt that the king received 
kindly from thee the wine preſfed out of three 
eluſters, a good dream is offered unto thee; 
the preſſing thoſe bunches, ſhews thy deliver- 
ance from trouble, and the number of the 
cluſters points out the time; that it ſhall be 
in three days. But when my prediction ſhall 
be verified, remember, I pray thee, when thou 


art at liberty, us who remain in bondage, nor 
let thy felicity blot from thy remembrance 
thoſe who have been the companions of thy 
forrows. For not through guilt am I fallen 
thus into bonds, but for having through mo- 
deſty and virtue avoidèd a crime, I ſuffer this 
puniſhment, having preferr*d the honour of my 
maſter to my own pleaſures, The Butler was 
mightily pleaſed with this interpretation, and 
waited its aceompliſhment with very great 
oe | 

| Now there was in the priſon another ſer- 
vant of the king, who had been his chief 

baker, until he, hke the butler, was put into 

hold. This man, hearing Joſeph's interpreta- 
tion, was mightily lifted up with hope, for he 
alſo had ſeen a viſion : He therefore beſought 
him. to render the ſignification of the dream 
unto him, and inform him what was predicted, 
or prefigured thereby. Now it happened, 


ſaid he, The laſt night, I beheld in my ſleep, 


as if three baskets had been upon my head, 
two full of bread, and the third of fine and 
choice victuals, fir for the repaſt of kings; 
now the birds of the air hovered round me; 
and notwithſtanding all I could do; eat up what 
I had therein: And from this he, who related 
it, promiſed himſelf as much ſucceſs as 


was preſaged to the butler by his dream. a 


Joſeph, when within himſelf he had atten- 
tively conſidered the dream, told the baker 
that he would moſt willingly have been the 
mellenger of much happier news, than the 
interpretation of the dream would bear: For 
it ſignifies, that thou haſt only two days to 
live, and on the third, being affixed to a croſs, 
thou ſhalt die, and be food for thoſe birds 
thou could'ſt not keep off. The Predickions 


of Foſeph were fully verified, for on the day 


he had ſet, the king keeping the feaſt of his 


birth, ordered the baker to be crucified, and 


the butler to be reſtored to his office. 
Foſeph had now lain almoſt two years in 


priſon, unaſſiſted in any degree by the butler, 
when the Providence of God delivered him, 
and that after this manner: King Pharaoh hav- 


ing one 1 * two vitions, which he conceived. 
imported him evil, and tho” he knew nor 
the interpretation of them, yet ſome appre- 


henfions from them hung very heavy on his 


mind. This made him appear uneaſy unto 
thoſe about him, and as foon as day ap- 
peared, he called together the wiſe men of 
Hanpt, deſiring them to interpret to him his 
dream; they heſitating, and being in doubt, 
the king's mind grew yet more diſordered. 
the Butler obſerved this; which bringing 


Feſeph and his skill in interpreting dreams 
mto his mind, he immediately went to the 
king, and told him how Foſeph had informed 
him of the meaning. of his viſion when in 
priſon, which was verified; and alſo his pre- 
diction, in reſpect of the baker, who was 
nailed to the croſs: That this Fo/zph had 


been 


Bock II. 


jeſty's houſhold, and is, as himſelf ſays, an 
Hebrem, and well deſcended: Him, therefore, 
ſaid the butler, if you command to be brought 
before you, and regard him not the leſs for 
the evils he is now preſſed with, he will ſurely 
inform thee of thy dreams. The king there- 
upon commanded Fo/eph ſhould be brought 
unto him, which was accordingly done by thoſe 
who had receiv'd ſuch orders. 

When Fo/eph came into the royal preſence, 
the king taking him by the hand, ſpake thus : 


© Young man, my ſeryant hath told me thou 


c haſt an excellent talent at interpreting 
< dreams ; of this faculty thou haſt given him 
an inſtance, do ſo now to me, and tell me 
what is preſaged by thoſe things I have ſeen 
in my ſleep : But beware of concealing any 
thing out of fear, or ſaying what may flatter 
me, but ſpeak the truth plainly, and with- 
out partiality. As I ſeem'd in my fleep to 
be walking by the river-ſide, I ſaw ſeven 
large and fat kine, which went from the 
river towards the paſtures; and lo! the 


their appearance, ſeem'd to come from the 
paſtures towards the river, which meeting 
the fat cattle in the way, methought they de- 
vour'dthem, and yet, when they had ſo done, 
ſeem'd not themſelves more fleſhy. Upon 
this I awaked, and as I was turning my 
thoughts to examine the nature and the ſig- 
nification of my dream, oppreſſed with ſleep, 
I faw alſo a ſecond viſion ſtranger, and 
which more aftrighted me than the former : 
For I beheld as it were ſeven ears of corn 
growing out of one root, which were ſo 
heavy with grain, ripe, and ready for the 
hook; that their heads bent towards the 
ground: I ſaw alſo ſeven other ears, poor, 
dry and wither'd, which ſuddenly appear'd 
to me to eat up and conſume the ſeven 
goodly ears of corn; which aftoniſh'd me 
very much.“ „„ 

Then anſwer'd Joſeph, and ſaid, This 
dream, O king, tho' it ſeem double, yet 
hath it reference but to one future event; 
the ſeven fat oxen, and ſeven full ears, de- 
note ſeven years of plenty; and the ſeven lean 
oxen, and wither'd ears, ſeven years of fa- 
mine: and inaſmuch as thou ſaw'ſt thoſe ſeven 
fat oxen were devour d by the lean ones, and 
the full ears of corn eaten up by the wither'd; 
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been ſervant unto Potip har, one of his ma- this betokeneth ſeven years of famine and 


© barrenneſs throughout Agypt, which fhall 
© conſume and deſtroy all that the fruitfulneſs 
of former years of plenty had lefr. During 
which ſpace, the 1 of hunger ſhall be 
ſo great, that it ſhall be no eaſy matter to 
ſatisfy it, which is prefigur'd by this, that 
when the lean oxen had devoured the fat, 
and the wither'd ears of corn the full, nei- 
ther of them appear'd the fuller for it. Now 
God ſends not theſe warnings to terriſy and 
affright men, but that they, having thus no- 
tice of coming evils, may by their prudence 
contrive ſuch methods as may leſſen, at leaſt, 
what otherwiſe they would ſuffer therefrom. 
It therefore thou ſhatr lay up and preſerve 
what Agypt in its years of abundance will 
produce, much of that penury, with which 
the land is threatned, ſhall be avoided.” 

The king was hereupon much pleaſed and 


ſatisfied with the skill and excellent wiſdom of 


Foſeph ; he therefore demanded his advice how 
that reſerve of corn ſhould be made our of 


the plentiful years, which, as he rightly aid, 
ſame number of kine, lean, and uncouth in 


might make thoſe of famine tolerable. FoſepÞ 
anſwer*d, That the Ay ypt:ans ſhould be per- 
© mitted only to uſe what would ſuffice for ne- 
* ceſlary proviſion, and no more; that which 


© uſually they applied to luxury, being, on 


* this emergency, to be laid up as a publick 
© ſtore, to ſupply the neceſſities of times to 
come.“ He moreover exhorted him, That 
© the corn, as it was brought in by the huſ- 
© bandmen, ſhould be laid up in barns, and 
© ſo much diſtributed to the people as might 
* ſuffice for their eating. The king, ſtruck 
with admiration at the wiſe counſel and inter- 
pretation of his dreams, made Foſeph immedi- 


ately ſuperintendant of the ſtores, that he 


might do whatſoever he thought fit for the 
profit of the king, or the advantage of his 
people ; © Since thou, /aid the king, art the fit- 
* teſt to make ſuch preparations, who. by thy 
© wiſdom haſt foreſeen their uſe,” 
Being thus cloth'd with authority, and veſted 
in purple, allow'd by the king to make uſe 
of his ſigner, and to drive throughout Ag pt 
in a chariot, Zo/eph began to addreſs himſelf 
to his employment, and receiving. in all the 
grain, he diſtributed but ſo much thereof as 
wight ſerve for bread and ſeed, laying up the 
reſidue in publick granaries, aſſigning no rea- 
ſon to any man for what he did. | 


CH A p. VI. 


How Joſeph thus flouriſhing in Egypt, bis Brethren fall there into his Power. 


OSEPH was now in his thirtieth year, 

the king heaping on him favours continu- 
ally, and for his extraordinary wiſdom ſirna- 
ming him P/ot homphanah, (or Pſont homphanec h) 
which in their tongue ſignifies A Diſcoverer 
of hidden Things. He made alſo an honourable 
and advantageous marriage, viz, with the daugh- 
ter of Potiphar, the Heliopolitan prieſt, whoſe 
name was Aſenet ha, a virgin, whom, by the 
tavour of the king, he thus took to wife, By 
her he had children before the dearth began, 

1 | 


viz. Manaſſes, whoſe name ſigniſies Oblivion, 
for that in his preſent proſperity he ſufter'd not 
the remembrance of former ſorrows to afflict 
him. Ephraim was the younger of them, 
whoſe denomination was, as much as to ſay, 
Reſtored ; becauſe Foſeph, at the time of his 
birth, was reſtor'd unto all the liberty enjoyed 
by his anceſtors. 

Now when, according to the prophecy of 
Foſeph, Agypt, for the ſpace of ſeven years 
. enjoy'd great plenty, behold, in 

the 
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people, to purchaſe corn for their relief. 


the beginning of the eighth, the famine drew 
on, which ſorely oppreſſing the common peo- 
ple, they, in crouds, ran to the ſtores and 
granaries of the king. Joſeph therefore being 
called unto them, he aſſign'd unto each the 
meaſure of corn needful for them, and was on 
this account juſtly ſtiled the Saviour of the 
People. Nor was it the people of Ægypt only 


whom he thus reliey*d, but ftrangers alſo : 


for, in the opinion of Fo/eph, ſo near a rela- 
tion was between the whole race of mankind, 
that it became not any nation in plenty to 


ſuffer their neighbours to be unrelieved in 


the pangs of famine and want. 

Now the ſcarcity deeply affecting Chanaan, 
and indeed almoſt all the continent, and Jacob 
hearing that even ſtrangers were permitted to 
buy grain in Ægypt, ſent thither all his ſons, 
reſerving Benjamin only at home, who was 
brother on both ſides unto Fo/eph, commanding 
them to purchaſe corn for his tamily. As ſoon 
then as they were come down into 4Zgypt, 
they ſent unto Fo/eph, deſiring that they might 
have leave given them to trade. This they 


expreſſed alſo in the moſt humble terms, no- 


thing being now done in that kingdom but ac- 
cording to his direction, and the only method 
of doing pleaſure to the king, being to honour 
oſeph. | 
740 knew all his brethren at firſt ſight, al- 
though they had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of him, 
the years he had been from them having very 
much alter*d his countenance, and they never 


dreaming of his riſing to ſo vaſt an eminence. 


Joſeph perceiving their ignorance, reſolv'd to 


try them, and find the bottom of their inten- 


tions; Wherefore he not only refuſed them 
licenſe to buy corn, but cauſed them alſo to 
be apprehended, in order to their being exa- 
min'd as ſpies on the ſtate of the kingdom. 
© Ye, /aid Foſeph, appear unto me to be 
© of ſeveral Nations, altho' ye aver your 
© ſelves to be brethren; and it is a thing 
© highly improbable, that one private man 
© ſhould have ſo many worthy and comely 
© ſons, whereas few princes enjoy ſuch a bleſ- 


© ſing.” This 7Jo/eph did, that thereby he 
might learn ſomewhat concerning his father, 


and what had befallen his family 1n his ab- 


Fence ; but more particularly in relation to his 


brother Benjamin, concerning whom he was in 


great fear, leaſt they had treated him as he 


-himfelf had been uſed. 

They were exceedingly terrified at this 
manner of proceeding, and perceiving in how 
dangerous a ſituation they were, Ruben, 
(Greek, Rubel,) after having a while conſulted 
amongſt themſelves, ſpoke tor them all in the 
following terms, little thinking that he, to 
whom he ſpoke, was his brother. 
© We come not hither, dread Sir, (aid he,) 
to ſpy out the country, or to do any evil 
unto the territories of his majeſty, but are 


of finding relief by your humanity, a reme- 


famine and dearth which prevaileth through 
our land ; and which we the rather hoped, 
becauſe of the report of your goodneſs, in 
© admitting ſtrangers, as well as your own 


d 


conſtrain'd to this journey through hopes 


dy for the greateſt of all calamities, the 


Book II 


* That we are really brothers, as we ſaid 
* unto you, appears from the ſimilitude of 
our countenances, which differ little from 
© one another. Our father's name is Facob, 
by nation a Hebrew, and we were in all 
* twelve ſons, born unto him by four women. 
While we were all living, things went well 
and proſperouſly with our family; but ſince 
* the loſs of our brother Jo/eph, they have 
© been upon the decline; our father continu- 
* ally lamenting his fate with the moſt bitter 
* ſigns of grief, and we no leſs affected with 
* ſorrow at the ſight of the old man's tears, 
* than at firſt we ourſelves were with the 
© miſchance which happen'd to our deareſt 
© brother. We are now come hither with intent 
* only to buy corn, and have left our youngeſt 
brother Benjamin with our father, diligently 
to attend him, and to take care of his af- 
* fairs; and of this, whether we ſpeak truth 
© or nor, thou may'ſt ſend unto our father's 
* houſe, and eaſily enquire.” 5 

Thus ſpake Ruben, in hopes of perſuading 
him to a* better opinion of himſelf and his 
brethren. Bur Fo/eph having learnt that Jacob, 
his father, was till living, and his brother 
Benjamin in ſafety, he commanded that they 
ſhould be ſhut in cloſe cuſtody, until he was 
at leiſure to examine them. 'Three days after- 
wards, he having order'd them to be brought 
before him, ſpoke unto them in theſe words: 

Since ye affirm ſo conſtantly that ye come 
© not to do hurt unto the kingdom, and that 
ve are all brethren, the ſons of one man; if 
* ye would perſnade me of the truth of 
* this, leave one of your number, here as a 
pledge, who ſhall be kindly entertain'd till 
© your return. Let the reſt of you carry back 
corn unto your father, and bring with you, 
* when you come back hither, your youngeſt 
© brother, by which you will prove all that 
© ye have {aid to be true.“ 

Much amaz'd at this propoſition they melted 
into tears, conſidering the dangerous ſtate they 
were in, reflect ing in the midſt of their afflicti- 
ons on the cruelty they had uſed towards their 
brother 7oſeph, ſuppoſing this al ſo to be a judge 
ment from God thereupon. Ruben told them 
their repentance for that crime came much too 
late, and that now it became them only to have 
parience, and to ſubmit to the puniſhment God 
would inflict upon them for the barbarous treat- 
ment of their brother. Theſe words of Ruben 
wounded them tothe quick, as apprehending the 
Divine Vengeance was about to fall upon them for 
that crime; and this occation'd their lamenting 
and complaining unto one another in the Hebrew 
tongue, ſuppoſing none preſent underſtood it. 
Bur this ſcene grew ſoon ſo moving unto Joſeph, 
that the tears ſtarting into his eyes he left them, 
to conceal his concern. Coming again however 
quickly amongſt them, he took Simeon as a 
pledge ; and having given them leave to buy 
up what corn they wanted, he privately or- 
der'd his ſervants that the money they paid for 
it ſhould be put up again in their ſacks. All 
which his ſervants perform'd, and the brethren, 
with whatever they had, departed. 


| The 


The ſons of Jacob returning into Chanaan, 
told their father all that had happen'd unto them 
in the land of AHgypt; how that they were 
taken for ſpies, and men who came to look on 
the weakneſs of the country ; and while they 
averr'd on the contrary, that they were all 


| brethren, and that they had left their eleventh 


brother at home with théir father, they were 
not believ'd, but that Si was ſtill retain 'd 
by the governor of Agypt, as an hoſtage for 
the return of them with their brother Benjamin, 
whoſe preſence ſhould confirm the truth of 
what they had ſaid ; wherefore they entreated 
their father, that without fear or diſtruſt, he 
ſhould ſend with them their younger brother. 


Facob was exceedingly diſpleaſed with the 


management of his ſons ; he took heavily the 
loſs of Simeon, but he conſider'd the parting 
with Benjamin, as the parting with life; nei- 
ther could Ruben, his eldeſt ſon, with all his 

erſuaſions, move him, though he offer'd his own 
children as pledges, whom their grandfather 
might require, if any evil chance happen'd 
unto Benjamin on the road. In the midſt of 
that confuſion, which their preſent ſtate of 
affairs occaſion'd, all their doubts were doubl'd, 
by finding the money they had paid in the top 
of their ſacks. . 

But now, when the famine again began to 
preſs, Jacob began to think of ſending Ben- 
jamin, his youngeſt ſon, along with his bre- 
thren, ſince they durſt not return unto /Zgypt 
without him; neceſſity growing ſtill greater, and 
his ſons daily preſſing him thereto, yet Faccb 
heſitated at parting with him. 

Judas, a man of a bolder and more vehement 
ſpirit than the reſt, took upon him ar laſt to ſpeak 
unto him about it, in theſe words: Methinks 
you are too careful of the ſafety of your ſon 
Benjamin Do you not conſider that nothing 
© can befal him, either abroad or at home, 


© but as the Providence of God ſhall direct? 


© By this ſuperſtitious tenderneſs of your ſon, 
Do you not imminently hazard all our ſafeties, 
© who depend only on what we can bring from 
© Pharaoh's country, where alſo our brother 
© Simeon is, and may periſh it we go not again 
© to releaſe him? Truſt then your ſon to the 
© mercy of God, and to my fate keeping, 
and depend on this, that either I will bring 
© him again in ſafety ro you, or will die with 
© him myſelf.” 

Jacob at length yielding to their requeſt 
deliver'd Benjamin unto them, giving them 
alſo double money for their corn; and as pre- 
ſents for the governour, of the fruits of the 
land of Chanaan, balm, myrrh, turpentine and 
honey. Thus with tears, and the moſt tender 
lamentations, they parted, Jacob being exceed- 
ingly anxious for the ſafety of his ſons; and 
they likewiſe, fearful left death ſhouid put an 
end to their father. In this melancholy con- 
dition the day paſſed on with both; the father 
returning home, weary and afllicted ; but they 
encouraged themſelves as they went on their 
journey with the hopes of better days. | 

Now they no. ſooner came to Agypt bu 
they went unto Joſeph, and fearing leaſt they 
ſhould be accuſed of ſome fraud, as to the 
money which they had taken back with them, 


* 
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they excuſed it thus unto the ſteward of 
Joſeph, anſwering him that without their pri- 
vity it was in their ſacks The ſteward an- 
ſwering them directly, that he had not loſt the 
money they paid him, the brethren now began 
to have better hearts, Simeon alſo was now re- 
leaſed from his confinement, and ſaw and con- 

verſed with his brothers. - 
As ſoon as Fo/eph return'd home from at- 
tending on the king, they immediately went 
to him and preſented him the gifts they had 
brought. He enquir'd of their father, and 
whether they found him well, and ſeeing Ben- 
Jamin yet alive and amongſt them, he ſaid un- 
to them, Is this your youngeſt brother? They 
anſwer'd that he was. Foſ/eph thereupon ſaid, 
The providence of God direfeth all things. Which 
when he pronounced, his agitation of ſoul be- 
ing ſo great, that tears began to fall, he with- 
drew, leaſt his brethren ſhould perceive his 
confuſion. Immediately after they were led 
unto a feaſt which had been prepar'd for them, 
where they ſat down in the ſame order that 
they did at their father's table, oeh treating 
them all with great kindneſs and reſpect, but 
giving Benjamin a double portion of all things. 
After the entertainment was over, and they 
were laid down to reſt, Fo/eph commanded his 
ſteward to put up the corn they came to buy 
in their ſacks, and their money alſo with it, 
and into Benjamin's ſack, he commanded they 
ſhould drop the ſilver goblet out of which 
Joſeph uſually drank himſelf. This he did, in- 
tending to try the minds of his brethren, whe- 
ther they would ſtand by Benjamin when char- 
ged with ſtealing it, or leave him to be 
puniſh'd as a malefactor, being very little 
mov'd therewith. Things thus done accord- 
ing to Joſeph's orders, in the morning early 
Jacob's ſons aroſe and prepared all things 
tor their return, and taking Simeon their bro- 
ther with them, departed to go into the land 
of Chanaan, equally rejoycing at their bro- 
ther's releaſe, and that according to their ſo- 
lemn engagements they ſhould be able to re- 
ſtore Benjamin to their father. But their joy 
laſted not long, for on a ſudden being ſur- 
rounded by a troop of horſe, amongſt whom 
was the ſervant who had put up the cup in 
Benjamin's ſack; the Agyptians began to in- 
ſult them. The ſons of Jacob at this incurſion 
called out unto the ſoldiers, and ſaid, Why 
ſhould you uſe us in this manner, whom ſo 
lately ye have ſo ſeaſted and honour'd. The 
armed men anſwer'd with bitter taunts and re- 
flections, that they had very ill requited the 
kind entertainment they had receiv'd, who 
forgetting all the courteſies done them, and 
even the common laws of hoſpitality, perpe- 
trated ſuch a fact againſt a man of ſo gentle a 
diſpoſition as Je/eph was, adding alſo, if they 
had ſo cunningly deceiv'd the butler, yet could 
they not hide their iniquity from the ſight of 
God ; asking them alſo whether they had their 
ſenſes well when they did fo baſe an act, and 
how they could ſo much as hope to eſcape un- 
puniſh'd? With language of this fort did the 
Aeyptions treat them. But they on the other 
hand ignorant and innocent anſwer'd, that 
they were exccedingly ſurpriz'd to find 555 
ſelves 
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ſelves accuſed of theft, who, in bringing back 


the money which had been hid in their ſacks, 
and was known unto none but themſelves, had 
given ſo ſignal a Proof of their honeſty. Yer, 
believing that the Agyprians would be the 
better ſatisfied if they permited them to 
ſearch their ſacks, they made an offer there- 
of, propoſing alſo, that if any one ſhould be 
found guilty, they would all be content to 
ſuffer. This the Ægyptians accepted, but 
faid, that he only ſhould be puniſhed on 
whom the theft was found. Beginning then 
their ſearch they looked into all the other 
ſacks, coming laſt unto Benjamin's ; not but 
that they were acquainted well enough where 


the Cup was, but they did 1t that the ſcrutiny 


might ſeem to be made the more * 
All the reſt being as to themſelves ſafe, 
and never dreaming that Benjamin would 
commit ſuch an action, they began to taunt 


their purſuers in their turn, and to upbraid 


them fer ſtopping them ſo long on their 
journey. But the cup in the mean time be- 
ing found in Benjamin's ſack, threw the bre- 
thren into the deepeſt affliction, both from 
the conſideration of their brother's being to 
ſuffer immediate death, and that they ſhould 
not be able to produce him ar their return to 
their father. Their grief was the more en- 
creaſed, as it fell upon them, not only with- 
out warning, but alſo when they believed 
themſelves moſt ſecure from calamity, where- 
fore, lamenting their condition, they confeſſed 
themſelves the authors of this evil, in as much 


as they forced Benjamin from their father 


againſt his will. 

Now the horſemen having ſeized on Ben- 
jamin, his Brethren ſorrowfully accompanied 
him back. No ſooner then were they come 
into the preſence of -Fo/eph but he ſpake unto 
them thus: What, O ye (of all men.) moſt 
© wicked ; What could ye think, or believe of 
© the providence of God ; or what reckoning 
© could ye make of the kindneſs I had ſhewn 
< ye, when ye committed ſuch an act of inju- 
c ſtice againſt your patron and benefactor?” 
They anſwered mournfully, © That they were 
© all ready to ſuffer in the place of Benjamin, 
calling alſo their brother Fo/eph into their 


he indeed be dead) that ſo he is placed be- 
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life; or if he yer live, God thus revenges all 
© his ſorrows upon us.“ The grief they ſhould 
give their father alſo recurr'd to their remem- 
brance, and how, by adding this. new misfor- 
tune, they ſhould afreſh awaken the trouble 
he felt for Fo/eph's loſs. Ruben in the mean 
time grievoully inveighing againſt the cruelty 


which they had formerly committed againit 


their brother. 
But Jeſeph ſpeaking again unto them ſaid, 


he would content himſelf in puniſhing the 
guilty youth; for, ſaid he, I neither think 
1t reaſonable ro uſe ill the innocent in the 
room of the offender, nor to ſpare, even on 
the ſollicitations of good men, one who has 
done ſo vile an act. But go ye in peace, 
and I will take care of your ſafe paſſage 
out of Egypt. 
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minds; happy is he (/aid they) in death, (if 


yond the accidents which attend on human 


That fince no guilt appeared in any ot them, 
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All of them were exceedingly caſt down 
at this expreſſion, inſomuch that they flood 
mute, and conld neither ſpeak for him nor 
for themſelves ; until Judas, who had wrought 
on Facob his father to part with the young 
man, and who was himſelf a man of greater 
ſpirit than the reſt, reſolv'd to addreſs him- 
ſelf unto the governour, and to make a laſt 
effort by his ſpeech, to deliver the youth 
from his bonds. Whereupon he ſpake thus : 

* We conteſs ourſelves, O my Lord, to be 
juſtly worthy of the heavieſt puniſhment, 
although not we, but this our anhappy 
youngeſt brother, committed this ungratetul 
crime againft thee. We do indeed almoſt 
deſpair of his ſafety, and we ſhould do fo 
totally, were it not for that experience we 
have had of thy goodneſs. Suffer your- 
ſelf then to be directed in this affair, not 
according to the precepts of ſtrict juſtice, but 
by the natural ſweetneſs and compaſſion which 
is inherent in your temper, by which you 
triumph over anger, that reigns only in 
weak and puſillanimous minds. Permit 
not then, my Lord, ſo great a blemiſh to 
your glory, as to let them die who place 
their hopes of life in your mercy ; and 
whom, if you now fave, you but conti- 
nue to them the former aët of your cle- 
mency ; fince in ſo generouſly beſtowing corn 
on us for our families, you freed us from 
the tear of the worſt of all deaths, fa- 
mine. Let us not then whom you deliver- 
ed from one evil fall by another in your 
preſence; you gave us cern to preſerve our 
lives, give us now, from the ſame tender- 
neſs of heart, life, that the corn may pte- 
ſerve it, and ſo your benefit not be thrown 
away. Conſider that in ſo merciful an act you 
but compleat your former intention, and by 
a double bounty beſtow on us, not only the 
neceſſaries of life, but alſo life itfelt, It 
ſeems indeed to me as if God himſelf had 
given you this ſingular my of diſ- 
playing your virtue, and ſhewing how much 
more you regard doing good, than returning 
injuries even by juſt chaſtiſement; and that 
you are not only tender and compaſſionate 
to thoſe who are in want, but merciful and 
diſpoſed to pity even heinous offenders : 
For though it is an act worthy of great ho- 
nour to relieve the indigent and the unhap- 
py, yet a prince acquiteth till greater glo- 
ry, by affording clemency to thoſe who 
have committed evil, efpecially if thar 
evil be particularly againſt himſelf, And if 
they, who forgive even the {lighteſt :1nju- 
ries, are praiſed for their greatneſs of ſoul, 
how much more then he who pardons a 
crime worthy of being puniſhed by death : 
Doth not this approach even the divine 
mercy ? Did I not, by the fad experience 
of Foſeph's fate, know how dear the death 
of his children coſt our father, I would 
not with ſo much importunity ſollicit even 
for my brother; or if I did, part of my 
earneitneſs would ariſe from the deſite 1 
© have of encreaſing thy glory. For even 
* we ourſelves would willingly ſubmit to 
death, were it not for that anxiety it would 

© {urely 
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t ſurely give our Farher. Nor for our own 
© ſakes, therefore, though a N 7 and who 
t have. yet much in the World to ſee, do 
t we entreat your favour; but for the ſake of 
< him our father, who, bending now under 
© a weight of grief as well as age, deſerves 
your pity ſhonld be extended towards us, 
who are otherwiſe, we readily confeſs, by 
reaſon of this baſe act; juſtly worthy of 
chy moſt extreme diſpleaſure. He, for whoſe 
ſake we entreat you to ſpare us, is a man 
fall - of piety and goodneſs, who dorh not 
deſerve the puniſhments and afflictions he 


1 
1 


feels; eſpecially thoſe torments with which 
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« we are but roo ſenſible our abſence muſt 
© afflict him, whom with ſo much care and ten- 
« derneſs he had brought up in a virtuous 
education, more eſpecially improved by ſo 
excellent an example. Should he then fo 
much as receive the news of our death, and 
« the ſhameful cauſe thereof, his grief would 
« not ſaffer him to outlive it; nay, better 
his ſenſes were taken away c' re the tidings 
© reach his ears; whereby he ſhall not 
only die, but die alſo unhappily op- 
© preſſed with the heavy weight of his 
© forrows: Giving therefore ſome allowance 
« for the affliction of a parent, let thy pity 
© extend to us, though our crime be great: 
© and conſider more our antient father's piteous 
© condition than the iniquity we have com- 
* mitted againſt thee. Grant then this tender 
© c.mpaſſion to his grey hairs, which mult 
c fall with ſorrow if we never return, ſince 
in ſuch caſe he neither could nor would 
« delire to extend his life unto a fatrher 
© ſpace. Let piety move you to grant our 
© requeſt, out of regard to the very name of 
© a father, with which even you yourſelf are 
© honoured; ſo may Almighty God, the com- 
mon father of all men, bleſs and proſper 
your deſcendants, as you, for the fake on- 
ly of the paternal affection, free our an- 
© cient father from thoſe woes which being 
« deprived of his children would bring unto 
© him. You have it now before you, and in 
your power to give us that which you 
© have a right to take away ; ſuch a pardon 
© will be an imitating the divine clemency, 
© and approaching even to the perfections 
o 
* 
c 
c 
c 
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« 
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o 
C 
4 
= 
c 
0 
= 
* 
4 


of the Lord. In thee my Lord it lieth, to 


do unto us as thou wilt, and either in 
thy bounty to ſave, or according to thy 
jnſtice to deſtroy; conſider then my Lord 
I beſeech thee, whether it be not better 
for thee to do good to us than evil. Sa- 
tisfy thy ſelf in that thou haſt power, and 
let not thy vengeance fall upon us, but 
exert thy authority to preſerve; becauſe in 
ſo doing you heap up glory to yourſelf, 
and encreaſe it by every life you ſave. 
By forgiving the fault our brother has 


done, you forgive us, in as much as all our. 


ſafety depends wholly upon him; and that 
we cannot return unto our father, unleſs 
Benjamin return with us; but muſt ſtay 
here and be puniſhed as he is puniſhed, 
It thou wilt not grant pardon unto him, 
we do not ask it for ourſelves; for we 


deſire each to be uſed in the ſame manner 
N 4. 
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as he is, and as if we had all alike been 
guilty of the crime; for better were it we 
all die by the hand of juſtice than that, our 
brother dying, we lay hands upon our ſelves. 
I go not about to urge his tender age, and 
his underſtanding not yet ripe, tho? they 
are natural alleviations of what the young 
man has done: But I will finiſh here all 
that J have to ſay, fo that whether we be 
condemned through the weakneſs of my 
harangue, or whether thy goodneſs ſhall be 
moved to ſave us, it ſhall flow ſpontane- 
ouſly from thy clemency ; while in doing 
ſo generous an act, as giving us pardon 
when we have deſerved death, you will ma- 
nifeſt a greater care over us than we have of 
ourſelves: But if, after all I have ſaid, you 
are determined to adjudge him to death, 
ſuffer me, O my Lord, to die for him; or, 
it thou art inclined to make him thy ſlave, 
behold am not I ftronger, and more fit for 
thy ſervice, in either caſe I am ready; I 
am deſirous to take on my ſelf what ſhould 
fall on him.“ | oh 
When Fadah had thus delivered his ha- 
rangue, he threw himſelf at the feet of Foſeph, 
and ſought every way to ſoften and to appeaſe 
his anger. All the brethern alſo caſt them- 
ſelves on the ground before him in hopes thar it 
would mollity him. All offering to die for 
Benjamin if he might be ſafe. 

But Joſeph moved ſtrongly with compaſſion, 
and no longer able to keep up the appearance 
of anger, having commanded all there preſenc 
to withdraw, and then diſcloſing himſelf to 
his brethren, he ſpoke to them in theſe terms: 
I cannot but applaud that tenderneſs which 
I have ſeen you diſplay towords this your un- 
happy brother, becauſe it is much more than 
I expected, from what of old Time hath hap- 
pened to myſelf. 5 

For to this purpoſe it was, that I have done 
all theſe Things; deſigning by them to ex- 
periment your fraternal affection, of which 
having given me ſo manifeſt a proof, I will 
no more impute unto you the evil, which, 
through your means, happened formerly unto 
me, but adore the providence of God, which 
hath thereby conferr'd the greateſt bleſſings on 
you for the preſent, in providing that of which 
ſo much ye ſtood in need, and will, I truſt, in 
time to come beſtow on you ſtill much more 
proſperity. Since then I have been informed 
by you of my father's welfare, which though 
it poſſeſt the utmoſt extent of my wiſhes, held 
yet but a ſmall ſhare of my hope; and as TI 
have alſo ſeen the exceeding tenderneſs you 
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have all for my youngeſt brother, I will hence- 


forth blot from my remembrance that ill 
uſuage I formerly received, rather returning 
you thanks for having been the inſtruments 
of providence, in raiſing me to what I now 
enjoy, than 1ncurring any enmity for the ill 
which went before. Let it fink alfo into ob- 
livion on your fide; and be rather joytul for 
the happy event, which ye ſee it has now pro- 
duced, than ſorry for the ſad purpoſe for 
which when done it was intended. Laying 
then aſide all care, which reflections on for- 
mer things may bring upon you, rejoice at the 

K providence 
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providence of God this day; go ye back and 
carry tydings of all unto my father, leaſt he 


confurhe himſelf with grief at your lay, and a 


ſo 1 be robbed of the utmoſt felicity I pro- 

ſe, that of ſeeing my father, and ſharing with 
um the good things God has given me, De- 
part then, and bringing with you my father, 
your own wives and children, and all belong - 
ing unto your family, return again quickly unto 
me; for it ſeems not good that ye ſhould be 
ſo far from me while 1 am in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
felicity ; and this grievous famine being to con- 
tinue yet five years. And Joſeph, when he 
had thus ſpoken, embraced his brethren ten- 
derly. 


But they , wept, and were ſpeechleſs, when 
they conſidered how cruelly they had treated 

brother, who now in his turn, having them 
in his power, uſed them ſo kindly. A magni- 
ficent entertainment being, next prepared, they 
partook thereof, and the king learning the 
arrival of Fo/eph's brethren, as if it had been 
a public Na he rejoiced and kindly ca- 
reſſed them, giving them alſo chariots, filled 
with corn, and even with gold and filver alſo, 
with many other valuable S + a8 both for them- 
ſelyes and their father. Receiving alſo rich 
preſents from their brother Fo/eph for their fa- 
ther, and each of themſelves, more eſpeeially 
Benjamin, they departed. 


CHAP. vl. 
How Jacob went with his whole Family down imo Ægypt. 


| HEN therefore Jacob heard, on the 
| return of his ſons, that Jo/eph, whom 
he had ſo long lamented, was not only alive, 
but alſo next unto the king himſelf in the do- 
minion of Agypt, were all things were di- 
rected in conformity to his counſels: He rea- 
dily gave credit unto all which they related, 
and gladly praiſed Almighty God, whole 

oodneſs fo carefully waited over him, tho' 
tor a {mall ſpace he ſeem'd to be neglected ; 
and preparing all things, he made ready to go 
and vilit his ſon, 

Now Jacob coming in his way to the well of 
De covenant, he there offered ſacrifice, and fear- 
ing that the fertility of ght might invite his 
ſons to remain there, and fo planting there alſo 
their families, they ſhould loſe the inheritance 
which had been promiſed them of the land of 
Chaanan; doubting alſo whether this journey 
were undertaken according to the will of God, 
and dreading that he thould die on the way be- 
fore he ſo much as ſaw his ſon Foſeph; his mind 
being at laſt wearied with ſo heavy a weight of 
troubleſome reflections, he ſunk at laſt into a 
deep ſleep. : 

White he ſlept, behold God call'd him twice 
by his name, on which Jacob asking who it 
was that call'd him, God ſaid unto him. Know- 
eſt thou not, O Jacob, that I am the God who 
hath protected thy anceſtors, and who alſo 
hath aſſiſted thee, and been unto thee a parti- 
cular friend and defender, whenever thou haſt 
© had need, who, when thy father intended to 
© have deprived thee of the principality, pre- 
. ſerved it unto thee ; and when thou departedſt 
alone into Me/opotamia, brought thee up from 
* thence: ſafe, and happily married, thy ſub- 
* ſtance being greatly increaſed, and thy family 

ever ſince protected and preſerved Foſeph 
alio, whom alone, of all thy children thou 
couldſt doubt of, have I raiſed in A*zypt to 
the higheſt felicity, and given him power 
little inferior to that of the king himſelf. 
Now behold I am come unto thee with in- 
tent to direct thee in thy journey which 
thou art now taking, and to inform thee of 
what ſhall befall thee in thy future ſtate of 
life. Behold thou ſhalt finiſh thy days in 
the arms of thy ſon Foſeph; and for thy 
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* deſcendants they ſhall become a mighty and 
a numerous nation, and ſhall certainly poſſeſs 
© the land which I have promiſed unto them.“ 
His ſpirits being raiſed by this dream, he 
ſer out with much greater alacrity in his jour- 
ney into Ag pt, having with him his ſons and 
their families, in all threeſcore and ten per- 


ſons. The names of even the chief of which 


I ſhould have omited, by reaſon of their harſh- 
neſs, had it not been that the enemies of the 
Fewiſh nation, by giving out that we are not 
Meſopotamians, but AMygyptians, rendered ſuch 
a citation of proper names neceſlary. 

Now the ſons of Jacob were twelve, of 
whom Joſeph was gone long before the reſt in- 
to Xpypt. But of thoſe who followed thi- 
ther, and their progeny, what we think neceſ- 
ſary ro. record, follows; Ruben | greek Rube 
had four ſons, Enoch, Phales ( Phalleu) Ea 
lon (Eſſaron) and Charmis. Simeon had ſix 
ſons, Famuel (others call him Familas) Ja- 
mais, Ohad, Facin, Joar, and Saul. Levi 
had three ſons, Gerſhon, Chuath, and Merari. 
Fudas had alſo three ſons, Salah, Phares, and 
Zarah. Phares again had two fons, E/ro7, 
and Amyr. Iſac har had four ſons, Thalas, 
Phuas, Facob, and Samaron. Jebulon had three 
ſons, Sarad, Elon, and Jalel. Jacob had al! 
theſe children by Leah, who carried with her 
alſo her daughter Dinah, making in all tþ:7t;- 
three perſons. Facob had beſides theſe by Ra- 
chael two ſons, Foſeph and Benjamin. Foſc p- 
had two ſons, Manaſſeth and Ephraim. Ben- 
jamin had ten ſons, Bolan, Baccharis, Afabe!, 
Gerah, Naman, fes, Ros, Moinphis, Oppbis, 
and Arad, which tourteen perſons added to the 
other thirty-three, make in all farty-ſeven. 
Theſe were the legitimated children of Jacob, 
beſides Dan and Nephthalt, which were born 
unto him by Bilbah. The ſons of Naphthali 
were tour, Foſe!, Gumni, Iſfares, and Sellim. 
Dan had only one ſon, Us; and theſe. added 
to the number betore-mentioned, make up 
fifty- four. Jacob had alſo by Zilpha, Ga 
and Aſſer. Gad had ſeven ſons, Saphonias, 
Auſis, unis, Aſabon, Aerin, Erozd, and Ariel. 
Aſer had one daughter Sarah, and ſix ſons, 
Tomnis, I/us, Iſouis, Baris, Abar and Me!- 
chiel; theſe ſixteen added unto the former 
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forty-four, make exactly the number of ſeventy 
perſons, without reckoning facol. © 

Foſeph having received notice of his father's 
approach, for Judas travelled before the reſt 
for that purpoſe, he came forth to meet him 
unto a little town called Heros. Jacob was 
ſo tranſported with the pleaſure he felt at 
the ſight of his ſon Joſeph, that he had almoſt 
died at this interview, nor did the joy of Jo- 
ſeph fall far ſhort of that of his tather. Foſeph 
however intreated him to make but flow and 
eaſy journeys forwards, while himſelf, taking 
five of his brethren, haſtened to the king, to 
acquaint him of the coming of Joſeph's father 
and family into his dominions. The king was 
very joyful. thereat, enquiring of 7o/eph what 
courſe of lite they followed, that he might 
aſſign them a place proper for their purpoſe. 
He anſwered his majeſty, That the life they 
moſt affected, was that of ſhepherds ; which 
Foſeph did for theſe reaſons, /r/, that they, by 
reaſon of their employment living together, 


might take care of their father, and next, to 


avoid ſtirring up envy in the people of the 

country, by interfering with their poſleſſions ; 

for the -#gyptians in general, are by their laws 
rohibited dealing in cattle, 

When Jacob had entered the king's preſence, 
done him reverence, and pray'd that God 
would bleſs both him and his realm, the kin 
enquired him of his age. Jacob anſwered, one 
hundred and thirty; at which Pharaoh ex- 
preſſing aſtoniſhment, Focos added, that he had 
not yet reached unto the age of his anceſtors. 
Then the king gave leave to him, and to his 
children, to go. and dwell at Heliopolis, the 
place where the royal ſhepherds were. 

Now the famine increaſed ſorely in Egypt, 
and the calamity grew every day more and 
more heavy ; for neither by the uſual inun- 
dations of the river Nile, nor by rain from 
Heaven, was the country at all moiſtned, 
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To the common 3 it was worſt of all; 
for the ſcarceneſs happening unforeſeen by 
them, it ſurprized them with but a very ſcanty 
proviſion, and Joſeph would not at any time 
ſupply them but for ready money; which, 
when it failed, they were forced to make up 
by the exchange of their cattle, and their 
ſlaves for corn; and of thoſe who had lands, 
they ſold a part of them unto the king for 
proviſion. When by theſe means all their poſ- 
ſeſſions fell at laſt into the hands of the king, 
they were commanded to depart hither and 
thither from off them, that Pharaoh might the 
more ſecurely take them into his hand. So 
much alſo did this famine not only bow the 
bodies, but the minds alſo of the people, that 
they were reduced into the moſt abject ſtate 


of ſlavery, eſteeming no way either mean or 


diſhoneſt, by whick they could get bread. Bur 
this ſcarcity at length ceaſing, the river again 
overflowing the earth as uſual, and conferrin 
thereby its former fertility, Joe went fort 
unto every city throughout the kingdom, 
and calling together the people, in each of 


them he reſtored unto them all the lands which 


they had ſold, and of which the king was in 
ſole poſſeſſion, exhorting them only, that til- 
ling them with the utmoſt pains, they ſhould 
bring one fifth part unto the king of the pro- 
duce, as his proper right. Now when the 
people perceiving themſelves to have recovered 
all their old poſſeſſions, they were highly de- 


lighted, and ſet about performing what Foſeph 


had commanded with great alacrity. By which 
act of policy, Jo/eph did not only eſtabliſh 
his own authority in Egypt, and at the fame 
time gain unto his maſter the hearts of his 
ſubjects, but he added alſo this fifth part of 
the produce of the land, as a ſtanding revenue 
unto all the ſucceſſors in the throne of that 
kingdom. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Death of Jacob, and afterwards of Joſeph. 


Du when Jacob had lived with his 


Family ſeventeen years in Egypt, he was: 


leized with a diſeaſe, of which, in the preſence 
of his ſons, he expired; having firſt prayed 
unto God to bleſs and proſper them, and with 
a prophetick ſpirit telling them, that the po- 
ſterity of each of them ſhould hereafter poſleſs 
part of the land of Chanaan. Which, though a 
long time afterwards, came exactly to paſs. 
Beſtowing alſo the higheſt eulogies on Jep, 
who had not only generouſly forgiven fo great 
an injury as had been done by his brethern, 
but alſo rewarded them as if they had been his 
benefactors. Wherefore he enjoyned his ſons 
to receive Ephraim and Manaſſes into their 
number, when they ſhould come to divide the 
land of Chanaan among them. (Concerning 
which, wwe ſhall again make mention, in the 
courſe of our work) Facob entreated them alſo, 
that he might be interred in Hebron. 


Facob died when he wanted but three years 
of one hundred and fifty. He fell ſhort' of 
none of his predeceſſors in piety; and as he 
equalled them in virtues, ſo he came not an 
way ſhort of them in thoſe bleſſings which 
God beſtows as the reward of virtue. Foſeph 
having procured the king's permiſſion for that 
purpoſe, carried his father's body to Hebron, 


and there magnificently interred it, His bro- 


thers, when the ceremony was over, refuſed 
to return back with him into Egypt, fearing 
leaſt he ſhould now be revenged on them for 
all they had done unto him, now they had 
none who could protect them. But Fo/eph 
perſuading them to lay aſide ſuch apprehen- 
ſions they at length went back with him, and 
he gave them large poſſeſſions ; nor did he in 


any thing diminiſh his brotherly affection to- 


wards them. 
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Joſeph alſo died when he had reached the 


age of one hundred and ten years; a man 


excelling in all virtue, who lived in all things 


agreeable to the rules of reaſon, and who be- 


haved, in matters of ſtate, with the greateſt 
wiſdom and goodneſs. And notwithſtanding 
his being a foreigner, and the calamiry which 
fell upon him at his firſt coming, yet did he 


arrive at this vaſt grandour, and managed it ſo 


well, that it created no envy, nor occaſioned 
any murmuring in Egypt, He and his bre- 
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thren, having lived happily, died all in that 


country, whoſe remains their poſterity catried 


and ' depoſited in Hebron. But . were 
not carried until ſuch time as the Hebrews went 
out of Egypt, who then laid them alſo in He- 
bron, unto which 7o/eph had bound them by an 
oath, | But of theſe, and all their other acts, 
until they attained to the poſſeſſion of Cha- 
naan, I ſhall ſpeak in their order. But firſt 
I will deliver the reaſons why they went out of 
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IX. 


Of the Agliclion the Hebrews ſuffered in Egypt for four hundred Teats, 


s HE diſpoſition of the Fgyptians tends 
1 generally to delicacy and pleaſure, be- 
ing loth to work, and totally given up to fen- 
ſuality, bearing very ill-will unto the Hebrews 
becauſe of their profperity. 


The increaſe of the race of Vrael, now grown 


a very numerous people, and by their great 
induſtry rich and flouriſhing, did alſo give them 
much pain, and occaſioned great jealouſy, leaſt 


they ſhould in a ſhort time become formidable 


to the Egyptians. The Benefits which Foſeph 
had done their nation being now utterly for- 
gotten, the crown being alſo transfer'd unto 
another family, nothing now hindred the ma- 
lice of the people from conſulting how to op- 
preſs the J/raclites, or from putting the reſult 
of ſuch conſultations in practice. They em- 
ployed our nation therefore in cutting trenches 


tor carrying off the river in ſmall ſtreams; 


they put them alſo on building walls about 
their cities, and raiſing banks and other forti- 
tications, for preventing any damage by the 
inundation of the river. Ihe J/raelites alſo 
raiſed thoſe vaſt and vain mountains called 
the Pyramids, remaining with us to this day. 
The Egyptians obliged them to make them- 
ſelves maſters in all the arts of building, and 
ſtudied only how to find out new labours for 
them ; while our nation, on the other hand, en- 


. deavoured only, by aſſiduous application, to 


get over theſe difficulties. 
But while things were thus fituated, ano- 
ther accident happened, which encreaſed the 


ill- humour of the Egyptians, and made them 


the more ardently deſired the utter deſtruction 
of the race of Hrael. For one of the ſacred 
Scribes (who were men ſhrewd in their con- 
jectures of future events) went and told the 
king, That about that time an Hebrew male 
child would be born, who would greatly 
humble the power ot Egypt, and exalt that 
of the I/rae/itiſh nation, and gain thereby 
ſo great glory to himſelf, as ſhould for ever 
ET” The king, terrified at this rela- 
tion, iſſued immediately a royal edict, com- 
manding all the males of the children of 
T/rael, as ſoon as they were born, to be thrown 
into the river, ordering the Egyptian mid- 
wives carefully to inſpect the Hebrew women, 
when they were 1n travail; becauſe the king 
could not truſt to the midwives of their own 
race; altho', the better to inforce it, he decla- 
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red, that the whole family ſhould be deſtroyed 


where they committed any thing contrary to 
the intent of the edict. This calamity then 
appeared the moſt grievous to the H/raelites, 
not only becanſe their children would be de- 
ſtroyed, and even their parents made their 
murtherers; but becauſe they forfaw hereby 
the utter extinguiſhing of their nation; for 
their children being killed, their parents by 
the courſe of nature could not long ſurvive: 
and theſe conſiderations filled them with the 
greateſt terrour and apprehenſions, and rendered 
them inconſolable under their misfortunes. But 
when the decrees of the Almighty go forth, 
vain are all the artifices of man to oppoſe 
them. This Hebrew child, of whom the /cribe 


ſpoke, was born and privately brought up, 


notwithſtanding the king's inhnman ediEt, and 
lived unto an age in which he accompliſhed all 
that had been predicted, veriſying from thence 
the certainty of that prophecy: which event 
came to paſs in this manner: | 

Amram, a noble perſon amongſt the Hebrews, 
(whoſe concern for his nation's deſtruction was 
heightned by the immediate proſpect of what 
mutt happen in his own family, his wife being 
big with child, ) in ſuch a ſtrait put up his pray- 
ers in the moſt humble manner unto the Al- 


mighty Being, whoſe providence directeth all, 


beſeeching Him that at length he would have 


mercy upon his people, who worthip'd Him, 


and ſaved them from that total ruin which the 
Ezyptians, by their craft, fought to bring upon 
them. 


God pitying his diſtreſs, and moved by the 


prayers of ſo good a man, ſtood by him in 


his ſleep, and bidding him not deſpair as to 
what ſhould happen in future times, aflured 
him, That the piety of the Hebrew nation was 


ever before him; and that he would, in due 


time free them, as he had protected and in- 
creaſed their anceſtors. Adding, That he had 
brought up Abraham alone from Meſopotamia 
into Chanaan, making him there live happily ; 
and after his wife's being long barren, gave 
him a ſon by her, and rendering all his children 
rich and potent, beſtowing Arabia on Iſmael ; 
the land of the Troglodites on the ſons of Che- 
tura, and leaving unto [/aac, Chanaan, The 
name of Jacob alſo being famous in other na- 
tions for his great felicity, and that alſo in 
which his poſterity had lived ; ſince trom ſcarce 
ſeventy perſons, when they came down into 
Egypt, they were now increaſed to upwards 
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of ſix hundred thouſand perſons. And now 
alſo (aid the Lord) will I have regard not only 
to the ſafety in general of thy nation, but alſo 
as to thy glory In particular: For of thy wife 
ſhall that boy be born for whoſe ſake the 
Egyptians have made this ſlaughter, and hav- 
ing in a wonderful manner eſcaped the know- 
ledge of thoſe who ſeek his life, he ſhall 
lead forth the Hebrew nation from their bon- 
dage in Agypt, and by his glorious acts gain 
an immortal reputation, not amongſt his own 
eople only, but in other foreign nations. His 
rother ſhall become high prieſt of his people, 
and ſhall be a perſon ſo deſerving, that the 
prieſthood ſhall remain in his family for ever. 
After theſe notices had been revealed to 
Amram in a viſion, he awak'd, and related the 
whole affair to Jochabel, for ſhe was his wife. 
And yet ſo ſtrong was their prepoſſeſſion through 
fear, that the predictions of the dream but 
ſtaggered the more their reſolution ; for now 
their concern was not confin'd to the circum- 
ſtance of a ſon in infancy, but had him in view 
likewiſe when he ſhould arrive at the heighth 
of ſo much felicity. However, the manner of 
her delivery ſoon confirm'd the truth of the 
Divine Oracle; a mild and eaſy labour, unat- 
tended with any racking pains, gave ſecrecy 
and opportunity to deceive and prevent the 


watch; and indeed for three months they con- 


cealed and cheriſhed the child at home ; but 
then Amram being apprehenſive that one time 
or other the device would be detected, and 
dreading too that if he provoked the king, both 
himſelf and the child might be deſtroy'd, choſe 
rather to commit the direction and care of the 
infant to the providence of God, than truſt to 
the hiding him any longer ; for this method 
being at beſt precarious, not only the child, 
how privately ſoever nouriſhed, but his own 
lite, would be liable to continual danger : But 
God, he believed, to add a ſanction to his own 
words, would by all means provide for his 
ſecurity. This being agreed on, they work'd 
up, and with ruſhes finiſh'd a ſort of basket, 
that in its ſtructure reſembled a cradle, and 
for ſize, was ſufficient to contain an infant 
eaſily; which having dawbed and tempered 
it with pitch, (for pitch is proper to reſiſt and 
keep out water,) they fixed the child in it, 
and putting it off into the river, devoted him 
to Omnipotent Protection. And indeed the 
babe floated upon a favourable current; never- 
theleſs Mariamne, the child's ſiſter, by 
command of the mother, walk'd along the bank 
on the oppoſite ſide of the river, diligently ſur- 
veying to what place the ſtream would convey 
the basket. And then God evidently ſhew'd, 
that human wiſdom avails nothing, but what- 
ever his will and pleaſure is, infinite Majeſty 
can bring to paſs : and that thoſe never accom- 
Pliſh their ends, let them uſe what craft and 
aſſiduity they will, who, for their own advan- 
tage, project and meditate deſtruction to 
others; but that they, who, by an unſathomable 
counſel of God, ſeem thrown into danger, 
are yet beyond expeCtation preſerved, and 
from loweſt diſtreſs rais'd to an happy fortune. 
For an event of this nature, and ſuch was that, 
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which happen'd to this child, clearly demon- 
ſtrates the power of God. 

In the mean time, 7hermuthis, the king's 
daughter, amidſt other innocent amuſements by 
the water-ſide, having caſt her eye upon a 
basket ſweetly moving with the courſe of the 
river, gave orders to ſome of her attendants 
that could ſwim, to bring inſtantly the little 
couch to her. This command was no ſooner 
iſſued, than executed; but when the little 
vehicle came to hand, and the child appear'd, 
double joy broke in upon her, both ariſing 
from the grandour and ſweetneſs of his looks. 
For with ſuch favour did God regard 1Moy/es, 
that even thoſe perſons, who upon account of 
his nativity had decreed the worſt of miſchiefs, 
and threatened alſo an utter extinction of the 
Hebrew race, he diſpoſed to ſupport and edu- 
cate him. Hence it was, that Thermutbis 
order'd immediately a woman to be fetched 
to give ſuck to the child; but he refuſed her 
breaſt, nor would afterwards admit any ſtran- 
ger to ſuckle him : whereupon Mariamne, who 
trom the firſt had mix'd with her retinue, in 
appearance more out of curioſity than deſign, 
© It is to no purpoſe, O princeſs, ſaid ſhe, to 
call nurſes to this infant, between whom and 
© him there is no relation: may it pleaſe you 
© let an Hebrew nurſe be ſent for, and in all 
probability he will forthwith receive the 
„nipple.“ This advice happening to come ſea- 
ſonably, the princeſs truſted her with the ma- 
nagement, and faid ſhe would acquieſce in the 
choice. She therefore, by virtue of that authority 
granted to her, ſoon return'd, bringing along 
with her the child's mother, whom none of 
the company knew. Then the infant willingly 
took to the breaſt, and ſeem'd pleaſed ; and 
at the requeſt of the princeſs, the woman is 
allow'd both to ſuckle and educate him. 

Conſidering moreover that he had been 
thrown into the flood, and to preſerve the me- 
mory of this accident, ſhe gave him a name; 
for water the Agyptiaus expreſs by Mo, and 
Lies is the term applicable to thoſe who have 
been reſcued from periſhing in the water ; out 
of both therefore compoſing an appellation, 
with it they diftinguiſh*d him; and there is no 
doubt, but according to the Divine Prediction, 
as well in reſpect of greatneſs of ſoul, as con- 
tempt of difficulties, he was ſuperior to all 
the reſt of the Hebrews. He ſtood in the 
ſeventh degree from Abraham, the Prince of 
the Hebrew nation, and was begot by Amram, 
who ſprung from Cathis, whoſe father was 
Levi, the ſon of Jacob, who was born unto 
T/aac, who was the ſon of Abraham. While a 
child, reaſon and underſtanding kept no pro- 
portion with his years, but vaſtly exceeding all 


ordinary bounds, even during the time of his 


youthful ſtudies, he gave many proofs of con- 
ſummate wiſdom, and certain hope likewiſe of 
thoſe greater things, which ſhould be tranſ- 
acted by him, when become of age. And in- 
deed, when as yet he was but three years old, 


God beſtow'd upon him an aftoniſhing heighth 


of ſtature ; and he grew ſo ſurprizingly hand- 


ſome, that no one could be found of a taſte 


ſo vitiated and inſenſible of every thing that 
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was elegant, as not to be tranſported at the 
fight of Moyſes, with the excellence of his 
aſpet: And it frequently happen'd, that 
many, who met him as he was carried along 
the ſtreets, not only turn'd about to have a 
look at the child, but bidding adieu to ſerious 
buſineſs, ſuſpended all other purſuits through 
an ambition and curioſity to behold him: For 
even boyiſh good-will and acknowledgement, 
ſhone out in him with ſo diffuſive and beauti- 
ful a ſimplicity, as endear'd his preſence to 
the ſpectators, in a way that made them un- 
willing to part with him. 

For theſe reaſons, TJhermut his, who had no 
iſſue of her own, adopted him for her ſon ; 
and having one day carried Moy/es along with 
her, preſented him to her, father, as a fit 
ſucceſſor, in caſe it pleaſed God he ſhould 
have no ſon of his own to ſucceed him, and 
addreſſed him in theſe words : © I have nou- 
© riſhed a boy as eminent for wit, as divine in 
© beauty ; but ſince the moment that by a 
wonder I received him from the courteſy 
of the river, I have firmly reſolved, that he 
ſhall be my ſon, and thy heir in the empire.“ 
Having thus ſpoken, ſhe conveyed the infant 
into her father's arms; and he, after having 
embraced and fondled the child, in complai- 
ſance to his daughter, kindly put the crown 
upon his head; but Moy/es flung it upon the 
ground, and childiſhly whirling it about, tram- 
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pled it under his feet ; which act of his was 


conſtrued to portend ſome miſchief to the 
kingdom of Apt. Upon ſight of this acci- 
dent, the interpreter of the ſacred myſteries, 
who from his nativity had predicted the decay 
of Agypt's empire, ran up to the child with 
an intent to murder him, and making a hideous 
noiſe, © This is, /aid he, O king, that child 
* whoſe death God hath ſignified would give 
© us ſecurity ; and the ſacred oracle needs no 
* other teſtimony, than his inſulting thy king- 
* dom, and treading upon thy crown : By 
© his death therefore deliver #gypt from its 
© fears, and cut off from the Hebrews thar 
hope and confidence they have placed in 
him.“ But Thermuthis, by taking away the 
child, prevented him; nor was the king for- 
ward to ſeize him, becauſe God, with whom 
the life of Mayſes was precious, had for that 
purpoſe bent and diſpoſed his heart. He was 
therefore educated very carefully ; and thence 
the Hebrews entertain'd great hopes of him. 
But his education ſtruck a ſuſpicion into the 
Egyptians; however, when they reflected that 
as far as they could dive into futurity, they 
could find none with whom they might more 
ſafely lodge the intereſt of the nation than 
the king, (by whoſe permiſſion he had been 
allow'd to live, and was educated,) they laid 
aſide the thought of compaſſing his death. 


CHAP. X. 
How Moyſes managed the War againſt the Ethiopians, 


AVING already recited the manner of 
H Moy/es's birth and education; when he 
came of age, how much he excell'd in mag- 
nanimity and virtue, and made ppt ſenſible 
that the ſcope of his life was to ſink them, and 
aggrandize the Hebrews, the following occaſion 
will evidently ſhew. The Ethiopians that in- 
habit the lands which lie contiguous to Ait, 
having made an irruption into the country, 
pillaged and carried off the goods of the /Zpypti- 
ans Theſe, fired with rage, led an army 


againſt them, promiſing themſelves ample re- 


venge and ſatisfaction for what injuries and 
affronts they had before received: but having 
loſt the battle, ſome of them were ſlain in the 
field, and the reſt, by an ignominious flight, 
returned into their own. country. The Athio- 
pians, encourag'd with this ſmile of fortune, 
eagerly purſued them, and now fancying that 
it would look like cowardice, if in a trium- 
phant manner they did not range all over 
Egypt, tar and near they laid it waſte: and 
having once taſted the ſweetneſs of the prey, 
they could not aſterwards refrain from making 
daily new inroads and efforts. When in their 
march through the confines, they found no op- 
poſit ion was made, they held on their progreſs 
towards Memphis and the ſea, animated ſtill 
by the puſillanimicy of their enemies, who, 
though they could, yet would not in the leaſt 
attempt to repreſs their force. Under the 
preſlure of this calamity, the Agyptians have 


recourſe to oracles and divinations : but when 
God had given them this counſel, that the 
ſhould call an Hebrew to their aſſiſtance, the 
king ſent his command to his daughter, that 
ſhe would grant him Moyſes to be general of 
his forces. She deliver'd him into the king's 
hands, upon the ſecurity o“ an oath, to pre- 
ſerve him free from all harm and violence : 
being of opinion, that the merit of a great ob- 
ligation was certainly due to her for this 
aſſiſtance; and on the other hand, upbraiding 
the prieſts, becauſe they were not aſhamed to 
require the help of one, whoſe blood they had 
before indefatigably coveted, as their common 
enemy. . 
Moyſes, being entreated both by Thermu- 
this and the king, willingly undertook this 
expedition, which gave great ſatisfaction to the 
prieſts of both rations: To the Agyptians, be- 
cauſe their enemies being once vanquiſh'd by 
his valour, it would be an eaſy mattet to 
diſpatch him by guile : but to the Hebrews, 
becauſe under Afoy/es their leader and com- 
mander, they might have an opportunity to 
ſhake off the ſervitude of Ægypt. But he, to 
the end he might ſuddenly invade his enemies, 
before they were apprized of his coming, forth- 
with led on his troops, not along the banks of 
the river, but through the main land; where 
in he ſhew'd a wonderful inſtance of his force 


of judgment. Foreſceing that this road would 


be extremely dangerous, irom the multitude 


of 
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of ſerpents which infeſted it, he deviſed, in 
order to render the journey ſecure and ſafe for 
his army, a ſtratagem truly wonderful. For this 
tract ptoduces numbers, ſome alſo it breeds, 
that are no where elſe to be found, and yet 
differ among themſelves as to their noxious 
qualities, and uncommon colour ; and amon 
theſe too ſome that have wings, which not on! 
ſcatter miſchief upon the ground, but railing 
themſelves on high, dart down and unexpeCt- 
edly poiſon. Wherefore having order'd ſome 
baskets to be got ready in the ſhape of coffers, 
he filled them with ſtorks, and carried them 
along with him. The J%is, or Stork, is an irre- 
concileable enemy to ſerpents, and a bird from 
which with all their cunning and ſpeed they 
flee, though ſometimes in the flight, they 
are drawn back and ſwallowed by them. In 
all things elſe, theſe birds are manageable, 
and may be tamed, venting their rage and fur 
only on the ſerpents: but of theſe birds I 
ſhall ſay no more at preſent, being convinced 
that the Greeks are not ignorant what the 
bis is. 

When therefore he had arrived in that coun- 
try, which abounds with ſerpents, he let fl 
his birds at them, and with the help of theſe 
defenders only, over-matched the ſerpents. 
By this contrivance, having finiſh*d his journey, 
he ſurprized the Athiopians before they had 
any notice of him, and giving them battle, ob- 
rain'd. a ſignal victory, which one blow for 
ever ruin'd their proſpect of ſubduing Ag ypt ; 
and falling upon their towns too, he levelled 
them to the ground, and every where made a 
great {laughter of the Athiopiaus. By this 
time the Agyptian army being well ſeaſoned 
under the ſucceſsful conduct of Moyſes, began 
to reliſh labour and fatigue ; while the Athio- 
pians had nothing remaining to expect, but 
captivity and deſtruction. | 

At laſt the Athiopians being reduced to that 

extremity, which oblig'd them to take ſhelter 
in Saba, the royal city of Athiopia, (which 
afterwards Cambyſes, in honour to his ſiſter's 
name, called Meroe, ) there they were cloſely 

beſieged. But this place was very near im- 
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pregnable, being every where ſurrounded and 
encompaſſed with the Mile, and other rivers, 
Aſtapus and Aftabora, by the fury of their 
current almoſt ſtopping up the paſlage ; for 
the city being ſituated within theſe Intrench- 
ments, is inhabited like an ifland ; a ſtout wall 
environ'd it, mighty rivers ſeem*d a protection 
againſt enemies; and great ramparts erected, 
between the rivers and the wall, to repreſs 
the inundation of waters, even allowing that 
an enemy had paſſed the rivers, made it a 
difficult marter to take the city by force. 

Now at a time that Moy/es was regretting to 
himſelf how little his army ſignified towards 
the reduction of the city, (tor the enemy durſt 
not riſque an engagement,) this uncommon 
chance happen*'d : Tharbis, the daughter of 
the king of Ait hiopia, having obſerv*d 1oy/es 
as he march'd up his army to the walls, and as 
he gallantly fought, and upon the ſcore of 
his many noble exertions of mind, and hardy, 
attempts, admiring him, ſhe began to regard. 
him as one who had exalted A7zypt from the 


moſt abject diſtreſs, to a ſtate of grandour 


and liberty; and one, who in the midſt of 


y ÞAEthiopia's greateſt glory, had brought her 


upon her knees to taſte miſery and extreme 
contempt ; and therefore ſhe fell violently 
in love with im. And finding that delays 
added but the more ſtrength to her paſſion 
for him, ſhe ſent to him ſome of her moſt 
faithful domeſticks, with the tender of her 
love. | 
Moyſes aſſented to the favour, upon theſe 
terms, that the city ſhould be delivered up to 
bim, withal promiſing, and ratifying the promiſe 
with an oath, that he would take her to wife, 
and immediately upon the ſurrender of the city, 
keep his word. This important point being 
ſoon agreed to, the effect follow'd quickly after. 


Having thus ſubdued, and 3 puniſh'd 


the Athiopians, and returned thanks to God 


for the mercies he had received from him, 


Moſes celebrated his nuptials, and gave the 


victorious Agyptians leave to go back to their 
own country. 


CHAP, II. 


How Moyſes made his Eſcape 


U T they, for no other reaſon, but that 


they ow'd their ſafety and victories to 
Moyſes, began to repay him with great hatred, 
and by all poſſible means contrive his ruin : 
ſuſpecting indeed, that being puffed up with a 
courſe of proſperous actions, he would attempt 
ſome innovation to the prejudice of the Agypri- 
ans, and in the mean time admoniſhing the Kin 
to put him to death. They accuſed him there- 
fore of murder to the king, whoſe head was 


already full of ſuſpicions, ariſing partly from 


envy at his late ſucceſsful expedition, and 
partly out of fear; inflamed therefore by the 
prieſts, he violently ſought to deſtroy Moy/es. 
But as ſoon as Maſes got an intimation of 
their practices, he ſecrgly withdrew himſelf; 
and underitanding that ſoldiers were every 


out of Mgypt, into Madian. 


where poſted upon the roads to intercept him, 
he directed his flight through the deſart, and 
after a manner that his enemies would leaſt 
{uſpect.; and though in his journey he la- 
bour'd under the alternate hardſhips of hunger 
and thirſt, yet his patience and magnanimity 
were ſuperior to his wants. When he had 
reach'd a city of the Madians, that ſtands upon 
the ſhore of the Red Sea, and deriv'd its name 
from one of Abraham and Cheturi's ſons, he 
ſeated himſelf near a well, to refreſh himſelf a 
little, after the laſſitude and miſeries of his jour- 
ney; for now it was noon, and the city not far 
off: and here an incident aroſe from the cuſtom 
and manner of the people that lived there, 
which at once illuſtrated his virtue, and open'd 
a way for better times. ” 


There 
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There being in theſe regions generally a great 
ſcarcity of water, a contention oftentimes hap- 
pens amongſt the ſhepherds, ſtriving which of 
them ſhould firſt have poſſeſſion of the wells; 
in order that they may be ſure of a ſufficient 
quantity for their own cattle. To this foun- 
tain therefore came ſeven virgins, all ſiſters, 
the daughters of Raguel the prieſt, a man who 
was had in great honour by his countrymen. 
Theſe daughters, according to the native cuſtom 
of the Troplodites, who commit the manage- 
ment of their cattle to women, having the charge 
of their father's flocks, made what haſte they 
could to quench the thirſt of the cattle before 
others came: but the ſhepherds preventing 
them, and rudely driving them away, that they 
might engroſs the water to themſelves, Moy/es 
judged it a piece of cowardice unworthy of a 
man, not to vindicate virgins that had receiv'd 
an affront, and to ſuffer the ſtrength of men 
to prevail over the juſt rights of women ; thoſe 
therefore he hinder'd from committing 1n- 
juſtice, and aſſiſted theſe, as became a man of 
conſummate worth and virtue. The virgins, 
out of gratitude for the kindneſs recciv'd, in- 
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ſtantly go to their father, and telling him of 
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the outrage they had met with from the ſh 
herds, and how they had been relieved by * 
ſtranger, begg' d that the favour might never 
be forgot, nor a reward wanting to ſo human 
a merit. The father, after he had commended 
that noble ſpirit of gratitude, which appear'd 
in his daughters towards their benefactor, or- 
der'd Moy/es to be ſent for, that he might 
reward him for his beneyolence. Moyſes was 
no ſooner come, but Raguel inform'd him of 
the grateful ſenſe his daughters preſerved of 
the aſſiſtance he had given them; then having 
admir'd his virtue, told him, His good 
offices had not been thrown away, for in- 
: 2 was a ſtranger to his family, and 
© he ſhould ſoon perceive that the obligation 
« received, ſhould not only be return'd in an 
© equal manner, but with advantage.“ In a 
ſhort time after, he adopted Moyſes for his ſon, 
and beſtow*'d upon him in marriage one of his 
daughters, and conſtituted him ſuperintendant, 
and chief ruler of his flocks ; which was An 
Honour, 1n thoſe days, the wealth and riches 
of moſt nations ariſing from their product. 


CHAP, IM; 


Of the Burning Buſh, and the Rod F Moyſes. 


OYSES being thus ſingularly favour'd 
M by Jethro, (for that was Raguel's ſir- 
name) reſided there with him to take charge 
of the flocks. One day afterwards as he was 
tending the cattle, he happen'd to lead them 
to a mountain that was called Sinai, which 
mountain is the higheſt of all in that country, 
and moſt commodious for paſturage, becauſe it 
affords variety of excellent herbs, and had not 
hitherto been grazed upon, in regard it was 
generally believ'd that the Deity inhabited 
there; a religious awe therefore kept the 
ſhepherds from aſcending it. Here an aſto- 
niſhing prodigy appear'd to him ; an exceeding 
great fire, while 1t ſeem'd to ſeize the whole 
ſubſtance of a buſh, and blaze out with extra- 
ordinary flames, yet did no manner of hurt 
either to the verdure of the plant, the beauty 
of the flowers, or the fruit that hung upon 
the branches. Such an uncommon and mira- 
culous accident, gave him inexpreſſible ſur- 
prize ; bur his amazement grew upon him, on 
hearing a voice iſſuing from the fire, that call'd 
him dittinctly by his name, reprehending him 
at the ſame time for his raſhneſs, in daring to 
tread upon facred ground, which 'till now had 
remained inviolate, and withal admoniſhing 
him to get away ſpeedily from the flames, and 
reſt ſatisfied with the viſion ; for though upon 
Account of his own virtue, and that of his an- 
ceſtors, he had not been thought unworthy of 
it, yet he muſt not indulge his curioſity any 
farther. The voice likewiſe aſſured him, that 
by the propitious aid of God, he ſhould attain 
to the higheſt honour and dignity among men; 
e him to go boldly into Egypt, 
where he ſhould become the captain and con- 
ductor of the Hebrew nation, and deliver them 


A 


from the ſervitude and uſurpation of the 


 AEgyptians : For, continued the voice, they ſhall 


poſſeſs that fertile country, which Abraham 
the founder of your people once inhabited, 
and be conducted to an abundance of all man- 
ner of bleſſings by thy wiſdom and direction; 
and when you have reſcued the Hebrews out 


of Egypt, at this very place offer up a ſacrifice 


of thankſgiving: Theſe were the words ut- 
ter*d out of the flame. 

Moyſes, ſtruck with admiration at what he had 
heard and ſeen, expreſſed himſelf thus: O 
© Lord, to entertain the leaſt diflidence of thy 
* might, which from my heart I reverence, 
and am ſenſible has been ever preſent and 
« propitious to my fore-fathers, would, in m 
© opinion, be a greater act of madneſs than I 
© can be guilty of; yet I am at a loſs to 
© know, how l, who am a man of no elo- 
© quence, and deſtitute of all force, ſhall be 
cable either to prevail with my countrymen 
© to leave the land they now inhabit, and fol- 
© low me whither I am to conduct them; or, 
in the caſe I ſhould perſuade them, how I 
ſhall influence Pharaoh to diſmiſs the He- 
© brews, whoſe labour and induſtry gives a 
© weight to the felicity of Epypr.” 

The Deity bid him be . hope in all 
things, promiſing him his preſence: where 
words were neceſſary, he would endow him 
with the force of perſuaſion, and where action 
was wanted, an ability to perform great things. 


A 


Jo confirm theſe promiſes, he order*d him to 


throw his ſtaff upon the ground ; which done, 
a dragon inſtantly crept upon the place, and 
winding itſelf into a circular figure, rais'd its 
head on high, as if it threatened vengeance 
againſt any who ſhould attack it, and in a 

| moment 
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moment or two after turn'd--into a ſtaff again. 
After this; he bid him put his right hand into 
his boſom; having obey d, he brought it out 
all white, and of a colour much like chalk, 
and preſently after it reſum'd its native colour. 
Likewiſe he commanded! him to fetch ſome 
water from an adjoining fountain, and pour 
it on the ground, and it immediately appear'd 
of the colour of blood. While he was wrapt 


up in aſtoniſhment at theſe incidents, God ex- 


horted him to aſſume magnanimity, and he 
ſhould certainly meet with invincible aſſiſtance; 
enjoining him to work theſe wonders before all 
men; toeſtabliſh in them a belief, © That be- 
© ing authorized (aid God,) by me, thou only 
© executeſt my commands. Do what I have or- 
© der'd thee ; let nothing whatever divert thee 
from going into Egypt; and haſten thy jour- 
© ney both by day and night, that thy inexcu- 
© ſable delays may not lengthen and protract 


the heavy ſervitude of Jrael.“ 


Moyſes having now no farther ſcruples re- 
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nere and being aſcertained of the truth 
of the Divine Promiſes by what he had both 
heard and ſeen, he begg'd of God, That the 
ſame power, if there was a neceſſity. might 
< be viſible in Egypt ä praying likewiſe, © That 
© ſince he had done him the honour of his 
© Voice and Preſence, he would not let him 
© be a ſtranger to his Name; but communi- 
« cate his appellation to him, that when he 
© came to offer up ſacrifice, he might b 
© name invoke his preſence.* Then God fa- 
vour'd him with His Holy Name, not re- 
veal'd before to men ; which, but to mention. 
in me, would be daring wickedneſs. Moyſes 
not only then, but at all times after, had the 
gift of working miracles ; from which ſigns, 
and particularly the Burning Buſh, being con- 
firm'd in the truth of the promiſes, he be- 
liev'd that God would be his auſpicious pto- 
tector, and now no longer doubted, but he 
ſhould deliver his countrymen, and bring great 
calamities upon Ezypr. 2 


CHAP. XIII. 


Moyſes and Aaron, upon their Arrival in Egypt, wait upon the King, 


AVING had certain information that 


Pharaoh, king of Egypt, (from whoſe 


tyranny he had fled,) was dead, he made his 
requeſt to Raguel, that he would permit him 
to ſet out for Egypt, for the ſake of his 
countrymen : and his deſire being granted, he 
carried with him Sapphora, the daughter of 
Raguel, whom he had married, and Gerſon and 
Eleazar, the two children which ſhe had 
brought him, and made all poſſible haſte into 
Egypt. Gerſon, in the Hebrew language, im- 
ports, that which has been thrown into a ſtrange 
land ; and Eleazar, that by the help of the God 
of his fathers, he had made an eſcape from 
Egypt. Being but a little way from the 
borders, by the ſpecial appointment of God, 
Aaron his brother met him, to whom he re- 
counted what had occurr'd to him in the moun- 
rain, and the orders he had receiv'd from 
God. And as they travell'd along, the prin- 


cipal men among the Hebrews, who had pre- 


vious notice of his coming, came out to meet 
him : theſe he could not gain over by words, 


till he had convinced them by miracles. Then 
of a ſudden being loſt in admiration of what 


they had ſeen him ſo unexpectedly do, their 
courage began to awaken, and their hopes 
graſped at every thing ; for now they plainly 
perceiv'd that God had viſited them in mercy. 

The ſpirit of liberty beginning to revive 
among the Hebrews, they made him the com- 
plement of their implicit obedience, throwing 
themſelves entirely into his power and di- 
rection : Wherefore 14oy/es having waited upon 
the king, (whoſe elevation to that dignity had 


bur lately been celebrated) repreſented to him 


the many ſervices he had done the Fgypii- 


ans, in the day of their great diſtreſs, when 
their country was a by- word, the nation con- 


temptible, and nothing to be ſeen but Et Hhic- 
pian ſpoil and ravage; and reminding him of 
- 4 | | | 


the many military labours and fatigues which 
he had ſuſtain'd with as much patience and 
fortitude, as if he had acted for his own people, 
told him, what vaſt dangers he had ſuffer' d 
for their fake, and had not met with gratitude, 
far leſs a reward ſuitable to his merit. He 
recited likewiſe the ſeveral occurrences of 
mount , as well the words pronounced 
by God, as the miracles he had ſeen, which 
were wrought in atteſtation of the Divine 
Commands; and laſtly, earneſtly intreated the 
king, that his incredulity might not withſtand 
the Will of God. _ 

The king having turn'd the whole detail 
into raillery, Moyſes exhibited to him a real 
ſpecimen of the prodigies, which he had been 
an eye-witneſs of upon mount Sinai. But 
the king, inſtead of being convinced, fell into a 
paſſion, and treated him with opprobrious lan- 
guage, loading him as one, that had but lately 


eſcaped from the ſervitude of Egypt, and was 


return'd through fraud and malice, with an 
intention, by the help of magic and inchant- 
ments, to deceive the people into an opinion 
of him. Then, to make it evident, that the 
Egyptians were not unacquainted with thoſe 
ſciences, he commanded his own prieſts to be 
call'd in, giving them orders inſtantly before 
him, to perform the ſame miracles; hence, 
(/aid he,) it will appear, that thou haſt not 
the monopoly of this wonderful virtue, and 
only dealeſt in affectation, as thinking it a 
ſufficient paſſport among the rude. and illite- 
rate, for thy deceit. The prieſts, at the com- 
mand of the king, threw down their rods, and 
they were chang'd into ſerpents. Mayſes be- 
ing not in the leaſt ſurpriz d at this accident, 
thus addreſſed the king: The wiſdom of the 
© Egyptians I am not one who contemn ; 
yet I may aver that the ſigns I have ſhewn, 
© in excellence and worth, as far exceed their 

1 magic 
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© magic and art, as every thing Divine tran- 
« ſcends the humane: I will therefore inſtantly 
< demonſtrate to you, that what I do, is not 
c an incantation, or falſification of the truth, 
but the genuine effect of the Providence and 
Power of God.“ And having ſaid this, he 
let fall his ſtaff upon the ground, bidding it be 
transform'd into a ſerpent. The rod obey'd ; 
and one by one aſſailing the rods of the EH 
ans, which appear'd to the ſpectators in the 
form of ſerpents, ſcraunched them down, till 
it had devour'd them all; then Moyſes took it 
up in his hand, and it became a rod again. 
The king being harden'd beyond conviction, 
was but the more enrag*d ; and therefore ſaid, 
< this cunning and ſubtilty of Afpy/es to diſgrace 
< my people, ſhall return upon his own head-' 


Wherefore immediate orders were iſſued to the 


maſter of the works, who had the charge of the 
Hebrews, to grant them no intermiſſion from la- 
bour, and to impoſe upon them more oppreſſive 
burthens than they had felt before. In conſe- 
quence of which mandate, whereas formerly he 
had furniſh'd them with ſtraw to make bricks, 
no longer would he indulge them that favour ; 
but in the day-time grieved and afflicted them 
with their uſual labour, and of a night com- 
pelled them to provide ſtraw, The Hebrews 
finding that the remonſtrances of Afoy/es had 
doubled, inſtead of alleviating their diſtreſles, 
began to be violently offended at him, bitterly 
exclaiming againſt him, as the cauſe of the in- 
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creaſe of their preſent ſervitude and "miſery. 
Theſe difficulties. notwithſtanding,” neither the 
menaces of the king, nor the rude importuni- 
ties of his countrymen, could ſhake the reſo- 
lation of Moy/es ; but with a recollected and 
ſteady mind, in oppoſition to both, and in the 
face of danger itſelf, bravely ſtruggled for 
the liberty of his country. e therefore 
going to the king, endeavour'd to perſuade 
him to let the Hebrews depart for mount Sinai, 
that there they might do ſacrifice to God. 
© For this (added he,) he hath expreſsly com- 
© manded ; nor can any one reſiſt and defeat his 
will:“ wherefore defiring him to reflect, that 
the favour of God was preferable to all things, 
he urg'd him again to diſmiſs the people; 
for fear that his obſtinacy and refuſal might 
one day bring upon him an heavy ſelf-accuſa- 
tion, it he ſhould happen to feel ſuch a cor- 
rection, as in all lukelihood that man muſt 
ſuffer, who oppoſes himſelf to the commands 
of God ; for thoſe who have brought down 
the vengeance of heaven upon them, calamities 
will on all hands overtake : being befriended 
neither by the earth, air, or oftspring, the 
common bleſſings of others, but finding uni- 
verſal nature bandied againſt them, in a ſhar 

execution of the divine wrath. Theſe puniſh- 


ments he ſoretold the Egyptians ſhould ſuffer, 


an that, notwithſtanding all oppoſition, 1/-ae! 


ſhould march triumphantly out ot their country. 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Ten Plagues, with which Egypt was afflited. 7 


1H ESE inſtances and admonitions of 
Moyſes, meeting wich nothing but diſ- 
regard and contempt from the king, in a ſhort 
time after moſt ſevere calamities thickned upon 
the land of Egypt; all which I ſhall ſeverally 
rehearſe, fr/t, becauſe they were fuch trials as 
had never before happen'd to any other nation; 


next, becauſe thereby God intended to make 
it evident, that Moy/es had not in the leaft 


fail'd in his predictions : and, Ja, becauſe 
it is the real intereſt of men to learn to ob- 
ſerve and practiſe thoſe things, which may not 
offend the Deny, or draw down his wrath to 
puniſh their iniquities. To begin then; The 
water of the river Mie was by the com- 
mand of God chang'd into blood, inſomuch 
that the Agyptians (though they had no other 
fountain to ſupply their neceſſities) couid make 
no manner of uſe of it. The water not onl 
reſembled blood in colour, but thoſe who 
drank of ir, were immediately ſeized with 
horrible pains and twitches. Such was the 
quality of it to the Fyyprians, but to the 
Hebrews it taſted ſweer, potable, and no ways 
alter*d from its original nature. By this mi- 
racle, the King being reduced to an extremity 
and terrified, for the ſake of his people gave 
leave that the Hebrews ſhould depart : but 
upon the ceſſation of the diſtreſs, he preſently 
revok'd his orders, and would not let them go. 
The king, when deliver'd from this miſery, 
mended not by the admonition, not had he the 


leaft ſenſe of gratitude for the favour receiv'd ; 
wherefore God ſent another calamity upon the 
Egyptians. An immenſe quantity of frogs 
overſpread the whole country ; the river like- 
wife aboanded with them to ſuch a degree, 
that no water could be had, that was not pol- 
luted and defiled with the cadaverous recre- 
ments of them, multitudes being dead and pu- 
trefied. Beſides, the whole land of Egypt 
was infected with a corrupt mud, which pro- 
duced numbers of frogs, that inſtantly died in 
it. They diſturbed likewiſe all the enjoyments 
of domeſtick life, being found not only in their 
meat and drink, but even crawling every 
where upon their couches and their beds: And 
to add to their wretchedneſs, the ſmell ariſing 
from the dead carcaſſes, that lay in heaps over 
all the country, was grievous and intolerable. 
During theſe preſſures that galled the Egypti- 
ans, the king gave conſent that Moyſes ſhould 
begin his journey with the Hebrews ; which 
leave was no ſooner granted, than the multi- 
tude of frogs diſappear'd, and the land as 
well as water, recover*d their former nature. 
Pharaoh, upon the removal of this aMiEtion, 
quickly forgot the cauſe, and would not per- 
mit the Hebrews to quit the country ; and as 
it he had a mind to try the ſhock of more cala- 
mities, he reſumed the conceſſion he had be- 
tore (through the force of fear, rather than an 
motive of prudence) made to Moyſes and the 
people, | | | 
God 


God there fore inflitted upon him another 
plague: innumerable ſwarms of lice bred in 
the bodies of all the Agyptians Which irre- 
ſiſtibly preyed upon and deſtroyed them, in- 
ſomuch that neither bathings nor ointments 
were of any efficacy againſt the malignity of 
the vermin. The king aſtoniſhed at this diſ- 
aſter, and dreading too the utter extinction 
of his ſubjects, as alſo revolving with him- 
ſelf the ſtrange infamy. that muſt attend ſuch 
an exit, began to think fomething more ſe- 
dately, and to return into a ſounder ſtate of mind. 
In this interval of prudence, he gave an aſlu- 
rance of egreſs to the Hebrews ; but ſoon as a 
_ reſpite came, peremptorily demanded, that 
their wives and children might be left behind 
as hoſtages for their return : Whence it hap- 
pened, rhat he gave a freſt provocation to 
God, in fancying to over-reach his providence, 
as if it had been Aſoyſes, and not the divinity, 
that had taken vengeance of Agypt for the 
ſake of the Hebrews. Wherefore the land 
was. immediately coyered with a vaſt variety 
of inſe&s, ſuch as never had been ſeen be- 
fore, which not wo” were fatal to many per- 
ſons, but an occaſion that the country lay 
neglected and uncultiyated : And thoſe ani- 
mals that had eſcaped being killed by them, 
were yet tainted with the poiſonous vapours 
that exhaled from the dead and infected bo- 
dies. 5 

Notwithſtanding all theſe diſtreſſes, Pharaoh 
could not be brought to ſubmit to the will 
olf God: Making an offer only upon condition 
that the children ſtayed behind, to let the men 
and women go: For which cauſe, God, to 


puniſn and chaſtiſe his contumacy, inflicted 


greater and more heavy judgments than any 
they had felt before: For their bodies broke 
all over out in filthy ulcers, which waſted 
and conſumed them inwardly; and of this 
diſtemper periſhed a great number of the 
Agyptians. But the king remaining till im- 
penitent, an extraordinary kind of hail (ſuch 
as had never been obſerved before to fall 
upon AÆgypt, nor at all reſembling that which 
deſcends in winter, and much greater too 
than is uſually ſeen upon the advance of the 
ſpring, even by thoſe who inhabit to the 
northward) being poured down from above, 
broke to pieces and deſtroyed all their fruit. 
Afterwards followed an inexpreſſible number 
of locuſts that eat up and conſumed all the 
fhoots and the remainder that the hail had not 
deſtroyed, ſo that the Agyptians had not 
proſpect that year of gathering in an har- 
veſt. | 

Theſe judgments (one would think) might 
have had weight enough to determine any 
man who was not both a profligate and a 
mad-man, as well to a compoſed way of 
thinking, as to a compliance with thoſe meaſures 
which only could promote his intereſt. But 
Pharaoh inſtigated by malice rather than im- 
prudence, (tor he could not be unacquainted 
with the ſource of theſe calamities) impiouſly 
defied the great God, obſtinately rejecting 
even the wiſer counſels of his own heart. 


Whence proceeded this injunction to 1oy/es, 


that he ſhould carry away the Hebrews and 
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their wives, but leave their goods and effects 
behind them, as an equivalent for the gene- 
ral Ruin Egypt had ſuffered upon their account. 
Achſas made anſwer, that his demand was 
* moſt unjuſt, in regard if it was obeyed, 
* there would not be a ſufficiency left them 
* to make an oblation to God.* In the 
midſt of this conference which Pharaoh idly 
protracted, a thick and heavy darkneſs, with- 
out the leaſt interſperſion or glimmering of 
light, gave a ſudden and univerſal ſhock to 
the Egyptians, and immediately their fight 
failed them, and through the foulneſs of 
air reſpiration was ſtopped ;- ſome miſerably pe- 
rithed, and others half dead with fear, could 
think of nothing but being utterly deſtroyed by 
the darkneſs. g 5 about three days and nights 
from the firſt invaſion of the darkneſs, Moy/es 
perceiving that Pharaoh grew but ſtill the more 
hardened, and continued reſolutely bent to 
detain the Egyptians, he waited upon him 
and ſpoke to this purpoſe ; © How long haſt 
© thou decreed to reſiſt the will of God? For 
© his pleaſure and command it is, that the 
* Hebrews ſhould depart : Nor is there any, 
other way to be delivered from theſe miſe- 
© ries, but by an obedience to this command,” 
The king being incenſed at his freedom of 
ſpeech, roundly threatened to cauſe his head to 
be cut off, if ever he ventured into his preſence 
again, or in the leaſt renewed - his importuni- 
ties upon the matter. Moy/es replied, © I 
© ſhall not henceforth trouble thee on this ſcore, 
© for thou thyſelf, and the chief men too of 
Egypt, will of your own accord implore 
* the Hebrews with all ſpeed poſſible to leave 
4 the country; and having ſo faid, he left 
im. 

But God, once more to curſe the Egyptians, 
and compel them to releaſe the Hebrews, or- 
dered Moſes to deſire the people to make 
ready and prepare their ſacrifice, by the 
tenth day of the month Xanthicus, to the 
end it might be celebrated on the fourteenth 
of the ſaid month, (which month by the 
Egyptians 1s called Pharmuth, by the 
Hebrews Niſan, and by the Macedonians 
Xanthicas) and that then he ſhould conduct the 
Hebreus away with all their goods. Moyſes 
having previouſly admoniſhed them to have 
all things ready, and diftributed them into 
tribes, bid them aſſemble and keep together 
in one place. When the - fourteenth day 
began to dawn, the whole people (drawn up 
in an order ready to march) offered ſacrifice, 
and with ſmall bundles of hyſop purified their 


| houſes, ſprinkling them with blood. And 


having ſupt, they burnt the reſidue of the 
meat, as being upon the beginning of a jour- 
ney. Whence it became a cuſtom, that 
even to this day we ſacrifice after the ſame 
manner, calling the feſtival Pa/cha, which 
ſignifies a paſſage; becauſe on that night, God 
having graciouſly ſpared and paſſed the 
Hebrews, ſent a great plague upon the 
Egyptians. For in the night-time periſhed all 
the firſt-born of the Fgyptians ſo that very 
many who inhabited near the palace, ran in 
all haſte from the ſeveral houſes to Pharaoh, 
begging him to diſmiſs the Here. 1 in 
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diate orders for their journey; believing that 
if the country was but once rid of them, EH p 
would inſtantly have a deliverance from its 
plagues. 'The Egyptians likewiſe made them 
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fore Pharaoh ſending for Moy/es,. gave imme- valuable preſents, either in order to haſten 


their departure, or with regard to that famili- 


arity and intimacy they had contracted with 
them, by living 1n a-neighbourhood. 


CHAP. XV. 
| How the Hebrews, under the Conduct of Moyſes, left Egypt. 


HE. Hebrews had no ſooner ſet out upon 
their journey, than the Egyptians with 

tears and penitence, bewailed the barbarous 
treatment they had given them ; and having 
taken the road that leads to Letopolis, then a 
deſart, though afterwards the place where 


Babylon was built about the time that Cam- 


Fy/es depopulated Egypt, by ſwift travelling, 
= choobig the ſhorteſt ways, on the third 


day reached Bel/ephon, which lies contigu- 


ous to the Rea Sea: And becauſe thoſe de- 
fart places afforded not a ſufficiency of fruit, 
they lived upon cakes, which were made of 
meal lightly kneaded, and prepared with ſmall 
heat. Such was their ſuſtenance to the thir- 
tieth day ; and longer the proviſions they had 
brought out of Egypr did not latt ; (however 
ſparingly they fed, with a ſtrict regard rather 
to what was juſt neceſſary, than what would 


| Natiate,) wherefore, in commemoration of that 


ſcarcity, we ſtill retain a feaſt called Am, 


which we celebrate for eight days. The 


multitude of thoſe who came out of Egypt, 
including women and children, was ſo very 
great, that we cannot eaſily give an exact ac- 
count of it: however, of able-bodied men fit 
to bear the fatigues of war, there were {ix 
hundred thouſand. 

They began their Journey out of Egypt, 
on the fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus, 
the four hundred and thirtieth year from 
Abraham our father's ſettlement in Chanaan, 
and the two hundred and fifteenth year from 
Jacob's arrival in Egypt. Moy/cs was then 
eighty years of age, and three years younger 
than his brother Aaron. They took with 
them likewiſe the bones of Fo/eph, to gratity 
the command he had lain upon his ſons. 

Now the Egyptiaus repented, that they 
had let 1/7acl go; and the king was vexed to 


the heart, interpreting all the miſeries the 


had ſuffered, as effects of Moy/es's inchant- 
ments: therefore it was agreed to purſue 
them. Wherefore arming themſelves in haſte, 
and taking with them their other implements of 
war, forthwith they proceeded to follow them, 
in hopes that if they could but come up with 
them, they ſhonld eaſily retract them into 


ſervitude ; pleaſed too in a confidence, that 


{/rae} would make no more ſupplicacions to 
God, becauſe they had already acquired their 
defire. They concluded alfo, the victory over 
them would be ſoon obtained, becauſe unarmed 
and harraſſed with the journey; ſo inquiring 
at every one they met, which way the Hebrews 
took, they furiouſſy marched on after them, 
notwithſtanding that the badneſs of the way 
was ſuch as might give uneaſineſs not only to 


- armies, but to ſingle paſſengers. 


Now this way Moyſes led them, to the in- 
tent, that ſhould the Egyptians out of ſpiteful 
remorſe purſue with their hoſtile troops, they 
might reap the wages of malice and violated 
faith ; willing likewiſe in the courſe of his 


travels, by no means to be diſcovered by the 


Paleſtines, who from an old rancour were ene- 
mies to the Hebrews, for their country borders 
upon Egypt, In his march therefore he did 
not touch at Paleſtine, but travelling through 


the deſart, where he foreſaw he muſt meet 


with many fatigues and ſufferings, reſolved to 
enter into Canaan, He remember'd too, that 
he muſt conduct them to mount Sinai, where 
they might offer ſacrifice in obedience to the 
will of God. 

The Fgypians having by this time reached 
the camp of the Hebrews, drew up immediately 
in order of battle, and with their multitudes 
ſurrounding them, reduced them to great 
ſtrairs ; tor ſix hundred chariots followed them 
with fifty thouſand horſe, and two hundred 
thouſand foot ; and they had blocked up all 
the paſſages through which there was any 
probability that the Hebrews might make an 
eſcape, being ſhut in on one hand with in- 


acceſſible precipices, and on the other with 


the ſea: For over it hangs a mountain, craggy 
and unpaſſable, that would ſtop their flight; 
between this mountain therefore and the ſea, 
they hemmed in the Hebrews, and artfully 
pitching their tents at the mouth of the aper- 
ture, Cut off from them all poſſibility of gaining 
the champion- ground. 1 

Finding therefore that for want of provi- 
ſions they neither could ſtand a ſiege, nor ſaw 
any hope of ſaving themſelves by flight, nor 
had arms, were they ever ſo willing to fight; 
no other proſpect occurred to them, but that 
of miſerably periſhing, unleſs they ſurrendered 
at mercy to the Fyyptians. Wherefore they 
inveighed bitterly againſt Moyſes; unmindful 
of thoſe miracles, which God through his mi- 
niſtry had performed, to deliver them from 
ſervitude; nay, their deſpair proceeded ſo far, 
that, though the prophet exhorted them to 
be of good hope, and promiſed them certain 
ſafety, they had a violent inclination to ſtone 
him, and then make a ſubmiſſion to the Egypti- 
ans. Add to this, the noiſy ſorrow of the 
women and children pierced their very hearts; 
for they, ſeeing themſelves environed on all 
ſides with mountains, ſea, and enemies, and no 
probability of an eſcape, could think of no- 
thing but ſudden death. 

Moyſes, however licentiouſly the multitude 
ated againſt him, continued yet his tender 
care of them ; nor was heard to ler fall any 
expreſſion: that thewed a diffidence in God ; 
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"Ih A Hs by Amit, Power, ide and. Na 4 4 Paſſage for the Hebrews 
to ſecure their Retreat from the Rgyptians. 


TAVIN G ended his Speech, he led them 
down to the ſea, full in the view of the 
Egyptians; who though they were within fight, 
being fatigued with hard marches, judged it 
neceſſary to decline battle *till next day. Moy/es, 
the moment he had gained the ſhore, taking a 
Rod in his hand, invoked the help ang,: aſſilt 
ance of God in theſe words 90 


HOU well knoweff, O Lord, that it is in 
vain for us to rely upon human ſtrength 
and foreſight, to ſhun and avert impending cala- 
mities But now, thine it is, miraculouſiy to 
ſave this muliitude, who, in obedience to thy 
will, have deſerted Egypt : For we, deprived 
= all other hope, and deſtitute of counſel, to thee 
= /olcly fly, begging thy protection, and at this 
inftant, ſuſpended in thought, we humbly wait 


the determination of thy Providence, to deliver 


us from the rage and fury of the Egyptians ; 
and let thy glory be publiſhed and manifeſted in 
ſhewing preſent relief to this thy people.” Reſtore © 
and confirm their minds, already through deſpair © 
broken and enervated, aud raiſe and exalt them 


into a fleady hope and affiance of their ſafety.. 


No other Extremities preſs us, than what are 
infinitely ſubjefed to thy power ; for, thine, of 
a truth, is the ſea, and thine alſo this mountain 
which encomp ſes us; ſo that this, at thy word 
muſt open, and the ſea change into firm land. 
We might likewiſe by a flig ht into the air, ſecure 
an eſcape, was Omnipotence to command that 
manner for our deliverance. 


Having finiſhed this prayer, and ſtruck the 
ſea with his Rod, it inſtantly divided, and re- 
tiring within itlelt, left a dry paſſage, through 
which the \Hebrews might purſue their journey. 
* perceiving this extraordinary mercy of 

and the channel forſaken by the ſea, was 


"A firſt who entered it; then bid the Hebrews 


N. marching couragiouſly through the way 
8. 3. 


Ly 


that the Divine Preſence watch'd o 


that God had open'd for them, at once con- 
gratulati "g themſelves upon the danger that 
threatened the Agyptians, and returning thanks 
to God, who had ſo miraculouſly preſery'd 
them. 

But when the Hebrews, that no time might 
be loſt, with alacrity (in full aſſurance now 
over them, ) 
follow'd their leader; an attempt of this 
nature (ſaid the tan at firſt,) which in- 
evitably muſt end in their deſtruction, cannot 
otherwiſe be than an effect of madneſs. But 
after they had ſeen them ſaſely proceed a con- 
ſiderable way, no difficulty occurring, or im- 
pediment to retard their paſſage, with eager 
haſte they ſet out to purſue, imagining, that to 
them alſo the ocean would afford N and 
giving orders that the cavalry ſhould keep in 


the front, march'd with their whole army into 


the ſea. However, the Hebrews, during the 
time that he /Zgyptians were buſied in put- 
ting on.their arms, had without the leaſt in- 
convenience made the other ſhore ; which gave 
the Agyptians freſh hopes, and greater courage 
to follow, as thinking that in like manner no 
adyerſity would befal them: For the Zgyptians 
were inſenſible that they had yentur'd upon a 
path appointed only for the Hebrews, not to 
be trod by others; and prepar'd for the deli- 
rerance of thoſe who were in extremity, not 
for them, who with greedy ſpeedy, wanted to 
make uſe of it to deſtroy others. 

When therefore the whole army of pt 
was marching upon the channel, the ſea again 
diffuſed irſelk, and with a force reverberated 
by the driving winds overturned and buried 
them in the waves. Impetuous ſhowers like- 
wiſe were pour'd down trom Heaven, while ter- 
rible thunders, accompanied with ſharp thun- 
der-bolts, and amazing flaſhes of fire, multi- 
plied from the clouds. In fine, there was a 
concourſe of all inſtruments, that are the uſual 


N evecu- 


50 
executioners of Divine Vengeance: For eben a 
dark and gloomy night added to their con- 
ſternation; and ſo general was theit oyer- 
throw, 1 

carry back an account of the cataſtrophe.” 
This unlooked for deliverance and ſlaughter 
of the Egyptians, filled the Hebrews with a 
joy ſo tranſporting as was not eaſy for them to 
bear; their liberty was now eſtabliſhed upon a 
firm and laſting bottom; no one alive having ei- 
ther power or inclination to enſlave them, and 
God himſelf being their pt 
marvellonſ]y appeared in thei In rt 
mony therefore of theit gratitude for ſo ſingular 
a puniſhment inflicted upbit their enemies, and 
in acknowledgement too of their own eſcape, 
with hymns and cheerfel thankſgivings they 
paſſed the night: And 1497/es, upon This re- 
markable occaſion, compoſed a ſong in verſes 


of fix feet, wherein he celebrates the praiſes 


of God, and gratefully commemorates this 
mercy. 5 

For my part, as I have been inſtructed from 
Holy Writ, I have recited exactly theſe oc- 
currences: Let no man however hold this 
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wete men void of all art and fraud) ſhould 
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m, and by all who have written the memorable deeds 
I tector, wh had ſo ; "SP g 92 
eir defence. n refti- + 


| by the day following, the  heavings 
of the ſea, abetted by the violence of the 


- winds, had drove aſhore all the arms and bag- 


gage of the Epyprians, at the very place 
where the camp of I/rae/ lay; Moy/es conſtru- 
ing this accident into a fpecial mark of the 


Divine favour, that they might not for the 


future want arms, had them carefully taken up 
and diſttibuted among the Hebrews ; and then 
conducted them to;mount Sinai. 20 the end they 
might offer ſacrifice, and with religious duty 


remember theit deliverance, in ſubmiſſion to 
the command of God, . 
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_ Containing the Space of Two Tears. 


delivered the Prople out of Egypt, led them to Mount Sinai, 
*.  grievouſly barraſſed and afflited with their Fourneg, © 


How Moyſes, having 


NE Hebrews having in this 
manner met with a proſperous 
fortune, that exceeded their 
expectation, were again in their 
A progreſs to mount Sinai, great- 
— ly diſtreſſed by travelling in a 
moſt deſert country, as well deſtitute of neceſ- 
ſaries for food, as ſuffering under an extreme 
ſcarcity of water; infomuch that it Jielded 
nothing either for the uſe of man or ſuſtenance 
of cattle ; for it is all over one tract of defor- 
mity, not having the leaft moiſture wherewith 
to cheriſh or ripen fruit: However, of neceſ- 
ſity they were to march over this x be- 
cauſe there was no other way to take. Water, 
by the command of their leader, they carried 
with them out of the places they had lately 
paſſed ; but that being gone, to get more, they 
were obliged to fink wells with great labour, 
becauſe the ground was hard: And when they 
had found water, it was of a bitter reliſh, and 


by no means potable, nor in quantity ſufficient. 


After this rate journeying, they came- 2bour 
the dusk of the evening to Marah, a : place 
they ſo named from the corruption of its 
waters, for bitterneſs in the Hebrew tongue is 
expreſſed by Mar And, between continual 


travelling and want of vi&uals, (for then all 


their proviſions were exhauſted) being miſera- 
bly perplexed, there they reſided for ſome 
time. For there they 3 the rather to ſtay, 
becauſe of a well, which, though inſufficient to 
ſupply the exigencies of ſo great an army, gave 
them great comfort, in that they had found it 
in ſuch barren regions. They were likewiſe 
informed by their ſcouts, that they ſhould light 
upon none in their progreſs ; for in theſe parts 
the water was bitter, and unfit to be drunk by 
any body ; not only to men inſupportable, bur 
to beaſts. | 
When Moy/es reflected upon the general de- 
ſpair that had ſeized the people, and nothing 
remained for him to ſay upon the occaſion, (for 
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it was not ſimply and without mixture an army 
of men, who with fortitude might bear the 
violence of the diſtreſs, but there was a mul - 
titude alſo of women and children, too weak 
to liſten to the voice of reaſon, that had blunted 
the generous impulſe of their mind) he ſeemed 
to himſelf in the greateſt extremity, being at- 
fected with this univerſal affliction in the ſame 


Thence they removed to Fim, a region that 
at a diſtance looked beautifully, (tor it was 
adorned with palm-trees) but on nearer ſur- 
vey was good for little. For theſe palm-trees 
were bur ſeventy in number, and by reaſon of a 


penury 


k III. 
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nury f water, ſlender and low in growth ; ing :. That, travelling in 2 new tract thorough 
8 was dry and gravelly, nor the ſea, which far off retired from them, they 


uantity happened into their hands, it was ſo infmite, they ought” not to deſpair of his Pro- 
thick and muddy that it could not be drunk. ly | 
Likewiſe the trees, in regard there was not ing with themſelves that aid does not come 
water enough to refreſh ſos rial them, were late, though it ſhould not arrive till they had 
too feeble to bear fruit. Moy/es therefore they experienced ſome hardſhips : And they ought 
blamed, and furiouſly exclaimed againſt, charg- to reflect that heaven delayed not from a con- 
ing him as the author of all their miſeries and 
afflictions: For that being the thirtieth day nd love 
from the time they ſet out, what proviſions thence it might appear, whether upon ſo glori- 
they brought along with them had been ex- ous an account they would. not rather chooſe to 
hauſted; and finding nothing to alleviate their 7 
wants, they were almoſt reduced to an univer- thirſt, than tamely, after the manner of brures, 
ſal deſpair. Wherefore intent only upon the con- with ſerviſe compliance, ſneak to tyrants, who 
templation of the preſent ill, and not recolle&t- wou. | 
ing what glorious things God had done for mia concluding that he was leſs ſollici- 
them, through the virtue and wiſdom of Aoſes, tous about his own life, (ſince death to him, 
they fell into a vehement rage againſt their ſhould he fall by the hand of injuſtice, could 
leader, inſomuch that they had a ſtrong incli- do no hurt,) than for their ſafety, left their 
nation to ſtone him, as the cauſe of all the inſurrection againſt him ſhould be reckoned a 
ſorrow that oppreſſed them. e 3 
Moyſes upon ſeeing the multitude violently us he 1 ſſed their 
irritated and incenſed againſt him, leaning upon from throwing ſtones at him, and brought 
the help of God, and conſcious to himſelf that them to a ſenſe of penitence for their devices. 
with the utmoſt fidelity he had always regarded But when he. conſidered their preſent neceſſi- 
the real intereſt of © the confederate tribes, ties, the commotion” ſeemed to have ariſen nor 
boldly ſtept in amongſt them in the thickeſt without ſome colour of an excuſe : It became 
hurry of their clamour - and preparation to him therefore (he thought) to make his prayers 
throw ſtones at him. And being a man of a and entreaties ro God,” and aſcending K A 
moſt acceptable aſpect, and excellently well nence, 1 humbly begged mercy for the people, 
inſtructed in the paſſions of mankind, he began and a relief for their extraordinary want, 
to moderate and appeaſe their wrath, requeſt- (for upon him, and no other, reſted all their 
ing them not to let preſent diſadvantages obli- welfare ;) and that he would pardon thoſe 
terate the remembrance of former benefits: offences which thorough the keen edge of mi- 
And becauſe they now wanted food, not to for- fery had been committed by the people, who, 
get the mercies and benignity of God, with according to the 'perverſe bent of human na- 
which they had been abundantly, and beyond ture, are generally in misfortunes clamorous 
expectation favoured; but rather firmly to hope and implacable. Upon'this God having promi- 
that they ſhould be delivered from the preſent ſed, that he would both protect them, and 
anxiety by the Providence of God, who, pro- quickly ſend the deſired aid, Moy/es, immedi- 
bably (for a trial of their virtne and patience, atcly 5 5 upon this favour of God, returned 
and now that they laboured under difficulties, to the multitude; who, ſeeing him tranſported 
to river in their hearts, and make them recol- with joy at the Divine Promiſes, from that mo- 
let former miracles) ſuffered this adverſity ro ment loſt their grief in a flow of cheerfulneſs: 
fall upon them: Telling them, they were inex- And he' ſtanding up, /aid, © He came to bring 
cuſable for not bearing calamities with reſolu- them a remedy tor their preſent inconvent- 
tion, and preſerving a ſenſe of gratitude for + encies; In a very ſhort ſpace after, a vaſt 
paſt obligations; becauſe ſuch a behaviour number of quails, (which kind of birds the 
Thewed a contempt of God and his will, in Arabick gulph produces in great plenty,) with 
obedience to which they forſooæ Egypt a rapid haſte croſſing the ſea, and being fatigued 
Likewiſe, that they were culpable in purſuing, with a long flight, and approaching nearer the 
with an unmerited hatred, him who was God's land than 1s uſual for' other birds, came full into 
miniſter, and had in all things, that ever he the camp of the Hebrews'; who taking them 
told them, or performed by the command of with their hands, as an entertainment prepared 
God, acted candidly and without deceit. by Providence, fell on to ſuccour and recruit 
Then Moj/es enumerated the particulars: their wants. Then Moyſes turning himſelf 
That the Egyptians had been waſted and con- about made his hearty acknowledgments to 
ſumed by a train of vengeance for ſtruggling to God, in that he had granted them help fo 
detain them contrary to the decree of God: ſpeedily, according to his promiſe, © 
And that the fame river, which reſembled blood, Soon after their firſt repaſt, God ſent them 
and was unfit for the uſe of thoſe, afforded yet a ſecond relief: For while Moyſes lifred up his 
water to themſelves that was ſweet and reliſh- hands in prayer, a dew fell; which adhering to 


his 
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is hands. he taking it for food ſent from 
T taſted it Ph his mouth; and be- 
ing ſenſible that the multitude knew not what 
it was, but apprehended it to be ſnow, as 
having happen'd in that ſeaſon when it uſually 
deſcends, he inform'd them that it was not 
dew, but ſuſtenance dropt from Heaven for 
their health and nouriſhment. Then rafting it, 
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to convince them, preſented it ro them, who, 
5n i of ** leader, were delighted 
with the food; for in ſweetneſs and pleaſura- 
ble reliſh it reſembled honey, but in aſpect 
| looked like Bdellium among the fragrant bal- 
ſams, and in bulk was equal to coriander-ſeed ; 
for which reaſon they gather'd 1t with great 
care. But being told that an Afaron, (a fort 
of meaſure, and the tenth part of an Epha, ) 
would ſuffice any one's appetite for a day, by 
the above ſtandard they were order'd to re- 
gulate their proviſion: Which precaution Moſes 
took, that thoſe who were ſtrong, might nor, 
by gathering roo much, run the weaker into 
difficulties how to find bread. Yet, ſuch as 
provided beyond the limited meaſure, reaped 
no profit by their labour : For they could find 
no more than an Aſſaron, and what portion 
ſoever had been reſerv'd for next day, was of 
no uſe to any one, being bitter, and over-run 
with worms. And ſo celeſtial and marvellous 
was this ſort of food, that thoſe who eat of it, 
wanted no other ſuſtenance : Nay, to this day, 
thorough all that country, a Flower is to be ſeen, 
bearing ſomething of the ſimilitude of that 
grain with which Afog/es was ſo particularly fa- 
voured. This food the Hebrews call Mana 
For man, in our forms of ſpeech, is a particle 
of interrogation, when we ask what ſuch a 
thing is. Thus, what deſcended to them from 
Heaven, gave a continual pleaſure ; and this 
nouriſhment they lived upon forty years, that 
Is, all the time that they ſtayed in the wil- 
derneſs. 

When marching thence they had arriv'd at 
Raphidim, being extremely afflicted with thirſt, 
in regard for ſome days they had met with 
very few fountains, and the ground they were 
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now upon was altogether dry, and without 
water, they began to be in great diſtreſs; and 
again turn'd their anger againſt Moy/es. But 
he, having avoided the firſt onſet of the multi- 
tude, addreſſed himſelf to God in prayer, 
fervently requeſting,” that he, who had beſtow'd 
meat upon them in the day of their greateſt 
need, would now likewiſe be graciouſly plea- 
ſed to give them drink, ſince food otherwiſe 
could not ſave them from inevitable death. God 
inſtantly manifeſting his grace, aſſur d Moyſes 
a fountain ſhould ariſe to them, and abundance 
of waters, when he leaft expected it: Then bid 
him, before their eyes, with his rod ſtrike the 
rock, and they might ſatisfy themſelves with 
what they wanted, and that too without any 
exerciſe or labour. Moyſes, thus comforted by 
God, makes what haſte he could back to the 
people, who were at this time ſuſpended in 
hope, ana only intent upon him, whom they 
now ſaw returning from the rock. Havin 
reach'd the camp, he told them, that God woul 
alſo ſave them from this great calamity, and 
diſplay his benignity even beyond their hope; 
for a guſh of waters ſhould burſt ' out of a 
rock. At firſt hearing they were aſtoniſh'd, as 
if, though half dead with thirſt, and miſerably 
fatigued with travelling, they were to be put 
to the neceſſity of cutting the rock: But after 
Moyſes had ſtruck, and at one blow cleft the 
rock, from whence iſſued out a moſt copious 
and limpid ſtream, their fear was loſt in an ex- 
traordinary ſurprize; and after regarding it 
for ſome time, they perceived it was given 
them to quench their thirſt ; that its water was 
ſweet, and grateful to the taſte, and ſuch as ap- 
pear'd to be the real Gift of God. Moyſes there- 
fore was had in admiration, as a man highly 
dignified of God ; and they, to ſhew their gra- 
titude for ſo remarkable a Providence, offer*d 
ſacrifices to God. The Sacred Books (which 
are depoſited in the temple of Feruſalem, ) de- 
clare, that God gave command to Mopſes, that 


in this manner he ſhould fetch waters out of 
the rock. 


PW 


How the Amalckites, and other bordering Nations, making War againſt the Hebrews, 
were vanquiſhed, and loſt a great Part of their Army. 


HE power and might of the Hebrews 
being publiſh*d over all theſe countries, 


and frequent accounts of them handed about 


every where, it prevail'd to throw the natives 
into a general terror : Having therefore ſent 
embaſſies through all theſe regions, they ex- 
horted one another to a conjunction of forces, 
in order to deſtroy and extinguiſh the Hebrew 
name. And to this enterprize they were ani- 
mated, and incited by the inhabitants of Gobol, 
and the City Petra, who go by the name of 
Amalekites, and are the moſt warlike of all the 
neighbouring nations. The kings of theſe di- 
ſiricts, by their ambaſſadors, not only deter- 
min d themſelves, but prevail'd with all the 
bordering people to take up arms, and fall 
upon 1 Hebretus; making this the ptetence, 


that they were an army of aliens, who had 
eſcaped from the ſervitude of Egypt, and 
would by ſnares and artifice endeavour to 
work their ruin: Adding withal, Thar, to con- 
temn them, would be inconſiſtent with policy ; 
but their wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe was to ſer 
upon them at firſt, before they had got an ad- 
dition of ſtrength, or affluence of riches; other- 
wiſe a delay in themſelves might embolden them 
to begin the war : That, by taking this courſe, 
they ſhould be furniſh'd with a much better op- 
porrunity of chaſtiſing their growing pride in the 
wilderneſs, than at any time after they had 
permitted them to become maſters of their 
cities and wealth: For it is a greater a& of 
prudence, to take care to weaken the power of 
an enemy, when it firſt begins to increaſe, than 
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when it has receiv'd an acceſſion, to think of 
preventing its farther progreſs; in regard, 
theſe truſting in their acquir'd force, will but 
{light any propoſals of accommodation that may 
be offer d to them; whereas thoſe have effectu- 
ally cut off all poſlibility of an attempt againſt 
them. Theſe conſiderations being ſeverally 
weighed and diſcuſſed by their Embaſſies, it 
was unanimouſly reſolv'd at laſt to give battle 
to the Hebrews. „ 
T his ſudden inſurrection of the natives, gave 
Moyſes (who dreamt of no hoſtilities) no little 
ain and trouble: But, when matters came to 
be ſo far advanced, that the enemy was in 
ſight, and they found themſelves under a ne- 
ceſſity to engage and try the fortune. of the 
day, a general pannic and diſorder ran tho- 
rough the camp of the Hebrews, as being upon 
'the point to fight with men well prepar'd, 
and skill'd in martial diſcipline. Mes there- 
fore encouraged, and perſuaded them to mag- 
nanimity, felling them, That, relying upon the 
powerful aſſiſtance of God, who had ſo wonder- 
fully aſſerted them into liberty, they might with 
aſſurance hope to ſubdue thoſe, with whom 
they were now going to contend in defence of 
it; and they ſhould conſider, their own army 
was large and potent enough, and wanted no- 
thing, neither arms, money, proviſions, nor 
other neceſſaries, the preſence of which gives 
ready courage in the day of battle; in regard 
they ſhould find all theſe in the protection of 
God. At the ſame time they might reflect, that 
their enemies forces were ſmall, unarmed, weak, 
and ſuch as by whom (he well knew) God 
would not ſuffer them to be defeated. Like- 
wiſe, that they ſhould call to mind what a 
deliverer he had been, whoſe help they had 
experienced in dangers, many, and greater 
than a war; for this was but an encounter with 
men: But when the conflict was more ſevere 
and piercing, and they were drove to conteſt 
with famine and thirſt, with mountains and the 
fea blocking up every way to an eſcape, even 
then, by the bountiful aid of God, they were 
more than conquerors. He therefore intreated 
them to begin the battle cheerfully, as men, 
who, from this one victory over their enemies, 
might promiſe themſelves an affluence of all 
things. 


When Moy/es by this oration had rouzed the 


hearts of the people, calling together theprinces 


and chiets of the tribes, as well one by one, as 
all in a body; the young men he admoniſhed 
to give attention to the ſeniors, and theſe not 
to be refractory to their leaders commands. 
"Thoſe who were moſt forward to dangers, and 
long'd for the battle, pleaſed themſelves with 
the proſpect, that one day they ſhould ſee an 
end of their calamities ; and made preſſing in- 
ſtances to their general to lead them right on 
againſt their enemies, and not to linger, leaſt 
their fire ſhould cool, and their force languiſh. 
But from amongſt the whole multitude fit to 
bear arms, having made a choice, he gave the 
direction of the army to Foſhuah, the ſon of 
Navenus, of the tribe of Ephraim; a man moſt 
valiant, patient in labour, and prompt both in 
eloquence and invention, who greatly fear'd 
God, and reſpected AMoyſes, as one by whom 
he had been inſtructed in the principles of re- 
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ligion. Moyſes likewiſe order'd a patty to 
take their fland round the water, as a guard 
to the women and children, and an advantage 
to the whole Army: All the night was ſpent 
in preparation, either employed about their 
arms, or attending the commands of their offi- 
eers; and expecting every minute to march, 
when the ſignal ſhould be given by Moyſes; who 


paſſed the night himſelf without ſleep, to the 
end he might give full inſtructions to 1 


how to order the battle. Early next day Moyſes 
gave 7oſhuah freſh inſtructions, bidding him 
endeavour by his conduct in the fight to merit 
the opinion he had conceived of him, and by 
valour to eſtabliſh his character among the ſol- 
diers. Likewiſe one by one he exhorted the 
moſt gallant of the Hebrews, and then with a 
ſpeech fired and awakened all the men of arms 
into fortitude. And having thus animated and 
prepared the army, he recommended them to 
God, and leaving the command with Fo/tna, 
ſet out for the mountain. 
The two armies therefore met, and came to 
blows, with mutual alacrity and great incite- 
ment on both ſides. And indeed while Moyſes 
kept his hands extended upwards, the Amale- 
kites tell before the Hebrews. Moyſes therefore, 
when, through fatigue, he could no longer ele- 
vate his hands (and as often as he let them fall 


down, the enemy prevail*d over the Hebrews ) 


deſir' d Aaron his brother, and his ſiſter 
Mariam's husband, Cron by name, to wait by 
him and ſtay his hands in an erect poſture, nor 
on account of labour pretend to fail him in 
this friendly office. And now the Hebrews 
broke in upon the Amalekites with ſuch in- 
trepidity and reſolution, that, had not the night 
intervened to put an end to the ſlaughter, 
they had extirpated them to a man. However, 
our anceſtors got a moſt glorious and ſeaſon- 
able victory: For they not only proſtrated thoſe 
who had invaded them, but itruck a terror in- 
to all the inhabitants round about: Acquiring to 
themſelves by their indefatigable atchievements, 


a plenty of every thing, that was either great or 


ſplendid. Having ſeized the enemy's camp, 


as well for their own private uſe as the exi- 


gences of the ſtate, they amaſled immenſe 
riches, who but a ſmall rime before wanted 
neceſlary food. Nor was the proſperous effect 
of this battle reſtricted to the time preſent, 
but to their advantage alſo ſhew'd its influence 
to future ages: For thence they not only 
brought the bodies of their enemies into ſer- 
vitude, but even ſubdued their minds ; and at- 
ter this defeat of the Amalekites they grew more 
and more formidable to all the nations there 
about. A prodigious quantity of riches was 
here obtained ; for much gold and filyer they 
found in the camp, beſide the veſſels of braſs, 
in which the enemies had boiled their meat, a 
great number of things ſealed, embroideries, 
and ornaments of arms, with a multitude of 
other curioſities belonging to dreſs and equi- 


page; likewiſe a various booty of beaſts of car- 


riage, and all manner of implements whatever 
that uſually attend an army in an expedition. 
Elated with this ſpring of fortune, the Hebrews 
began to magnify and extol their own fortitude 
and virtue, and from a reliſh of labour per- 
ſuade themſelves, they were capable to ſur- 


mount 
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mount every thing. And ſuch was the conſe- 
uende of this battle. u 
The day following, Moyſes having given or- 
ders to ſtrip the bodies of the ſlain, and gather 
uch arms as the enemies had caſt away in their 
flight; to all who had bravely merited, he 
diſtributed rewards. And not only he, but the 


whole army concurr'd in the praiſe of Foſouab. 


Of the Hebrews not one man was kill'd in the 
battle; but of the enemies fell more,. than can 
well be reckon'd by the help of numbers. 
When Moyſes in atteſtation of his gratitude had 


built an Altar, offering ſacrifice and calling 


God the Victor; he denounced againſt Amalek, 
that their whole nation ſhould be cut oft to a 
man, becauſe without any provocation they 
Had invaded the Hebrews, under a double ca- 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


35 
lamity, as well ariſing from tlie wilderheſs it- 
ſelf, as from the want of all things. Then he 
admitted the Army to an entertainment. And 
thus concluded the firſt engagement they en- 
tered into, from the day of their deliverance 
out of Egypt. After Moyſes had treated the 
army upon account of the late ſucceſs, and al- 
low'd the Hebrews ſome days to refreſh and in- 
vigorate themſelves after the fight, he drew 
them out in order of battle. For now he had 
many ſoldiers in light armour; and marching 
ſlowly, in the third month from his artival 
out of Egypt, he came to mount Sinai © In 
which, how the miracle concerning the buſh, 
and other viſions happen'd to him, we have 
betore relared, 


CHAP. II. 


Moyſes is favour'd with a Viſit at Mount Sinai from Jethro bis Fatber-in-law, and 


receives him joyfully. 


D 4GUEL, father-in-law to Moy/es, having 

had an account, how proſperouſly affairs 
had ſucceeded with his jon, came hither to con- 
gratulate him. And Mayſes ſeeing with him 
Sapphora his wife and two ſons, was tranſported 
with joy -at their arrival. Having therefore 
return'd thanks and made an oblation to God, 
he prepar'd a banquet for the people at ſome 
ſmall diſtance from the buſh, that in the midſt 
of the flames had eſcaped intire, 
Raguel, with the people ſang hymns to God, 
who had been the author and giver of their 


CHAP. 


Aaron and 


n 


life and liberty ; likewiſe with one voice 
they gratefully mention'd and exalted Moyſes, 
by whoſe wiſdom and conduct all things had 
come to a period, according to their with. 


Moreover Raguel, in his complement of thanks 
to Moy ſes, inſiſted much upon the noble quali- 
ties of the people; but in a wonderful man- 
ner he commended Moſes, becauſe in the midſt 


of greateſt dangers, labours and difficulties, he 
had always ſhewn an unſhaken fortitude for the 
welfare and liberty of the People. 


IV. 


Hom he perſuaded him to diſlribute the People, who were before under no Regulation, 
and appoint Officers to prefide over Thouſands and over Hundreds : And that Moyſes 
adjuſted theſe ſeveral Matters in Conformity to his Father-in-law's Advice. 


s © HE day following Raguel, having with 


attention view'd the load of buſineſs 


that reſted upon Moyſes, (for he patiently and 


upon demand accommodated all controverſies 
that were laid before him, and to his judg- 
ment was continual reference made, becauſe 
no one thought he could meet with equity 


without Mopſes was arbiter of the deciſion ; and 


even where the cauſe was given againſt them, 
the loſers did not take it for an hardſhip, being 
fully convinced and fatisfied that with the moſt 
upright and perfect juſtice, without the leaſt 
mixture of partiality, he had pronounced the de- 
cree) though griev'd in himſelf, yet then would 
ſay nothing, becauſe unwilling then to hinder 
the petitions and requeſts of the people. But 
when the multitude was gone, taking him aſide, 
he communicated to him what in his own. opi- 
nion ſeem'd neceſſary in the caſe: And adviſed 
him to commit the management of all matters of 
{mall moment to others, intereſting himſelf only 
in affairs of great conſequence, that ſo he might 
be ar full leiſure to regard the good of the 
community. For no doubt, there were many 
among the Hebretus fit, enough to be judges in 
common occurrences ; but with regard to the 


publick weal, it was ſolely 1M9/es could be a 


competent guardian, or one in all reſpects like 


him. Underſtanding therefore (aid he) how 


far thou excelleſt all others, and how much, 


by being 'the miniſter of God, thou hatt con- 
tributed to the defence and glory of this peo- 
ple ; give them leave to ſubmit their ſuits to 


the ſentence of others: But thou devote thy 


ſelf wholly to the fear of God, that by his 
bleſſing, upon thy care and ſolicitude for the 
people, thou mayſt be able to- raiſe them in- 
to greater honour and dignity. Taking there- 
fore my advice in human affairs, with exaCt- 
neſs number the army, then dividing it by ten 
thouſands, captains ſelected out ot theſe ſer 
over them : 'The ſame do by the thouſands. 
Then ſeparate them into five hundreds, and 
again into hundreds, then into fifties : And ap- 
point them officers, who, parting them into 
thirties, twenties and tens, may determine 
their differences. But let the man who com- 
mands theſe, always take his appellation from 
the number he has the charge ot : And theſe, 
being choſen and approv'd by the whole people 
for their eminence in virtue and juſtice, ſhall 


decide their controverſies. And it any cate 


ariies 
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ariſes that is a little intricate, it ſhall be car- 
ried before thoſe who are higheſt in authority : 
But if, even to them it ſhould appear too diffi- 
cult and perplexed, let them remit it to thee: 
'Thus, thou ſhalt do them a double ſervice, 
the Hebrews may preſerve their rights, and 
thy aſſiduity towards God, render him more 
propitious to the people. | 

This advice of Raguel Moy/es willingly ac- 
cepted, and ſoon after diſpoſed all things ac- 
cording to his model : Not difſembling the in- 
vention, nor arrogating it to himſelf, but pub- 


. 
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liſhing to the people who it was that firſt de- 
viſed it. Nay, in his own books too, he com- 


memorates Raguel, as the perſon that invented 
the above ſcheme: Thinking it the beſt of of- 


fices to give a true teſtimony to real merit; 


though ſometimes, it happens, that the works 


of other men exalt the praiſe of him to whom 


they are aſcrib'd. And from this ſpecimen, one 
may form a judgment of the great integrity 
of Moyſes. But of this affair we ſhall have an 
opportunity afterwards to deliver our opinion. 


How Moyles aſcended into Mount Sinai, and delivered to the Hebrews the Laws he 
had received from God, | 


OYSES having order'd a general meet- 
| ing of the people, told them, that he mult 
go to mount Sinai, to make addreſſes to God, 


and what commands he ſhould there receive, 


he would report to them; bidding them place 
their tents within a fhort ſpace of the, moun + 


tain, that they might the more particularly be 
favour'd with the divine preſence. Then took 


he his way to $7297, the higheſt mountain of all 


in that country; and by reaſon of its extraor- 
dinary heighth and abrupt precipices, is not only 
of difficult acceſs, but almoſt impoſſible to be 
view'd without pain and trouble to the eyes: 
And likewiſe, from a current opinion that God 
inhabited there, terrible and unfrequented. 


The Hebrews, in obedience to Moy/es, took their 


ſtand at the foot of the mountain, with elevated 
and cheerful hearts, upon account of the bleſ- 
ſings he had promis'd them, expecting his return. 
And here they paſs'd the time in entertainments, 
obſerving, according to command, a ſtrict tem- 
perance, and for three days not converſing fa- 
miliarly with their wives; in their prayers 
Hkewiſe ſoliciting God, that he would be 
pleaſed graciouſly to hear Moyſes, and grant 
him thoſe benefits which might render their 
life more happy. They teaſted therefore more 
fumptuouſly, and, together with theit wives 
and children, put on a decent anc more elegant 
dreſs. | | 
And for two days indeed the Hebrews en- 
zoyed themſelves in a more dainty manner; 
but on the third, before the ſun roſe, a cloud 
(ſuch as they had not heretofore ſeen) bore down 
upou their camp in a circular appearance, and 
involved the whole ſpace, where they had fixed 
their tents. And while there was a brightneſs 
of sky every where elſe, a ſudden tempeſt 
ſprung, follow'd at once by a burſt of violent 
winds, that occaſion'd an impetuous fall of rain, 
and flaſhes of lightning, that were diffuſed 
with dread to all the ſpectators. Thunders 
likewiſe withthunder-bolts, which darted from 
on high, gave plain evidence that God was 
pretenr, and propitious to the requeſts of 
Moyſes. And theſe things the readers may re- 
celve according to their apprehenſion: It is my 
duty to keep cloſe to what has been recorded 
in Holy Writ, The Hebrews upon this tre- 
mendous incident, were extremely ſhaken with 
a irighr, (for ſuch things they had not been 


accuſtom'd to,) and the commonly believed 
relation concerning the mountain, that God fre- 
quently viſited it, ſettled in their minds an 
unuſual fear: For which reaſon, full of ſorrow 
and anxiety, they kept within their tents ; con- 
cluding, that Aoz/es had fallen by the diſplea- 


ſure of God, and looking every minute they 


ſhould be cut off themſelves. 

In the mean time that they were thus ſunk 
in conſternation, Moyſes unexpectedly return'd, 
exalted with joy, and ſurprizingly pleaſed : 
Immediately the ſight of him diſſipated their 


fear, and reviv'd an hope of better things to 


come; forthwith the sky cleared up, and thoſe 
aſtoniſhments ceaſed, which but a while ago 
had ſcatter*d terror. After this therefore having 
aſſembled all the people, that, in their hear- 
ing, he might recite the commandments, which 
had been fent them from God; and aſcend- 
ing an high place, whence his voice might 
diſtinctly be heard, he made the following de- 
claration: 


TH E Great God, O Hebrews, hath receiv'd 
me with the fame mercy and benevolence 
that I have experienced heretofore : And to the 
end he may ſuggeſt to you the moſt rational way 
and method of regulating and well-conſtituting 
a republic, the immenſity of his preſence at this 
moment fills your camp. Wherefore by him, 
and by his glorious works, I beſeech, and obteſt 
you, not to make an eſtimate from the man that 
fpeaks to you, of thoſe things lam about to fay ; 
nor ſhew the lefs reverence, becauſe an human 
tongue repeats them. But when you have well 
weighed the nature and excellence of the com- 
mandments, you {hall then likewiſe know the 
Majeſty of him who was the Author, and has con- 
deſcended for our Intereſt to talk with me. The 
Author indeed is not Moſes, the fon of Amram 
and Joc hebel, but he, who by his mighty power 
made the river Nile overflow with blood for 


your deliverance, and broke the neck of Egypt's 


obſtinacy with various calamities. He it is, who 
conducted you thorough the fea; who in the day 
of your diſtreſs ſupported you with food from 
Heaven; who, when you wanted water, ſup- 
plied you with a copious ſtream from a rock: 
He, who gave Adam and his poſterity, the do- 
minion over all things both in earth and fea ; 
by whom Noah was ſaved from the deluge 5 

| rom 
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from whom Abraham, when as yet he had nota 
foot of ground, got the ſovereignty of Canaan; by 
whom the birth of 1/aac was indulg'd to his 


by whom Foſeph was made governor of the king- 
dom of Agypt He it is, (I ſay, ) that thorough 
my miniſtry, hath favour'd you with theſe pre- 
cepts. But let them be reverenced by you, and 
eſteem' d dearer than your wives and children. 


No manner of felicity ſhall be wanting, whilſt 


you keep and obſerve them; neither ſhall the 


earth be barren, nor the ſea agitated by tem- 
| peſts, nor your products riſe againſt nature ; 


and you ſhall be formidable to all your enemies: 


(For being admitted into the intimate Preſence 


of God, I heard his inimitable voice.) So great 
is his care for your race, and its preſervation. 


Having made an end of this ſpeech, he led 
up the people, together with their wives and 
children, to the place in which they ſhould hear 
themſelves inſtructions from God himſelf, that 
the dignity of the precepts might not be ſullied 
by the weakneſs and impotent authority of an 
human tongue. And then an audible voice 
ifluing from on high, in ſuch a manner reached 
their ears, that there was not one of them, 


who did not diſtinctly comprehend thoſe ſe- 


veral mandates which 1My/es has tranſmitted 


to us in the two tables of the law. It would 


be wickedneſs in us to ſet them down at full 


length, we ſhall therefore only give their 


meaning. 


We are taught by the firſt commandment of 
the decalogue, That there is but One God, 
and that He alone is to be worſhipped. _ 

We are forbid by the ſecond, To pay ſer- 
vice, or adoration, to any ſort of image. 

We are enjoined (under a penalty) by the 
third, Not to ſwear, without the lait neceſſity, 
by the Name of God. | ” 

By the fourth, We are requir'd, To keep 
holy the ſeventh day, and inviolate from 1a- 
bour. „ | 

By the fifth, we are commanded, To do 
honour to our parents. 8 . 

By the ſixth, Not to commit murder. 

By the ſeventh, Not to commit adultery. 

By the eighth, Not to fteal. 

By the ninth, Not to give falſe teſtimony. 


By the tenth, To cover no manner of thing 


that appertains to our neighbour. 


The people having heard what Moyſes had 
told them, confirmed by the voice of God 
himſelf, and growing doubly cheerful at fo 
ſolemn and gracious an incident, Moyſes gave 
them leave to retire to their tents. But in a 
little time after they waited upon him again, 
1mportunately requeſting that he would alſo ob- 
tain for them a body of laws from God. This 
favour they receiy'd too, with ample preſcrip- 
tions, for all and ſingular emergencies that 
might ariſe in the commonwealth ; which I 

all call to remembrance at a proper time. 
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But the greater part of theſe laws I refer to 
another book, intending to write a ſeparate 


pa- comment upon them. 
rents in an advanced age; by whom Jacob was 
nonour'd with twelve ſons, the powers of 1/rael; 


Whilſt affairs were in this ſituation, Moyſes, 
after previous notice given them of his deſign, 
went again to the mountain, and in their view 


aſcended it. And when he had ſtayed away a 


long time (for there he continued the ſpace of 
forty days) the Hebrews were poſſeſſed with ia 
fear, that ſome miſchief had befallen him: And 
upon a recolleEtion of all the calamities they had 
ſuffer d, nothing afflicted them more, than the 
conſideration that they had loſt Mayſes. Upon. 
this there alſo aroſe a difference among them; 
while ſome were perſuaded that he was tore 


to pieces by wild beaſts, (which opinion was 


obitinately maintain'd by thoſe who hated 
him';) others affirm'd, he was tranſlated by 
God. But the moſt judicious,” and ſuch as 
entertain'd no ſenſe of joy from either con- 
jecture; after pondering with themſelves, that 
though to be deſtroy'd by wild beaſts, was a 
thing which might happen unto men, yer that 
the virtue of Moyſes made it very probable, 
he was receiv'd into the fruition ot Almighty 
God, were ſupported by theſe thoughts, and 
bore the fancied accident with a more manly 
temper: But when they reflected, that they 
were bereft of ſuch a 2 and guardian, 
as they had no proſpect of ever meeting with 
again, their ſorrow increas'd too powerfully to 
be longer concealed. And fo ſtrongly rooted 
was their ſuſpicion of this diſaſter, that they 
could neither recreate themſelyes with good 
hopes of his return, nor renounce all hopes of 
him, and ceaſe to grieve. But then to de- 
camp they durſt not, becauſe Moyſes at part- 
ing, left ſtrict orders with them there to fix 
their tents, and wait till he came back. 
But after forty days, and the ſame number 
of nights had paſſed, at length he came, hay- 
ing in all that time taſted no nouriſhment that 
is the common food of men. Upon the firſt 
fight of him, the whole army was filled with 
joy; he then gave them to underſtand, with 
what care Omnipotence regarded their wel- 
fare: Telling them, That during the ſpace he 
© had been abſent from them, he had been 
ſhewn how well and happily they might live 
and govern the republick ; and that it was 
the Command of God, a "Tabernacle ſhould 
be erected to him, which, when it ſo pleaſed 
him, he might illuminate with his preſence; 
that alſo, wherever we journied, we ſhould 
carry it about with us, and have no farther 
an occaſion to go to mount Sinai, in regard 
the Supreme Being would frequently reſide 
among us, and hear and be propitious to our 
prayers. But the tabernacle muſt be built 
© according to the dimenſions and form, which 
© Himſelf hath ſpecified ; and it is order'd, 
that you ſhall forthwith ſtrenuouſly, and 
rah, apply to the work.“ After which, 
he produced the two tables, (each table con- 


A 


fiſting of five precepts,) wherein were included 


the ten commandments. And the writing was 


by the Hand of God. 
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R a Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs, bearing ob 1 


Similitude of a Temple. 


HE People, being overjoyed with what 
they had heard and underſtood from Moy/es, 
unanimouſly came to a reſolution, that nothing 
of either pains or labour, as far as in them, 
lay, ſhould be wanting to facilitate the work. 
They likewiſe cheerfully contributed ſilver and 
old, and braſs; and gave wood of the beſt 
* and that would not eaſily decay: Alſo 
oat's hair, and ram's skins, ſome dyed of a 
violent colour, others tinged with ſcarlet; ſome 


adorned with purple flowers, and others im- 


bued with a whiteneſs that reſembled milk: 
And wool alſo diverſifyed with all the above 
colours, together with great quantities of the 


fineſt linnen: And precious ſtones, ſuch as men 


bind and fer in gold, and wear for more ſump- 
tuous ornament: Moreover, a great variety 
of fragrant odours : For out of ſuch materials 
was the tabernacle erected, and it differ'd in 


nothing from a portable temple that eaſily 


might be carried. . | 
Theſe offerings being finiſhed with much 
emulation and earneſtneſs, and greater libera- 
lity than they could well bear, Moſes, by the 
command of God, appointed architects to de- 
ſign and contrive the works; and ſuch whom 
even the people, if it had been left to their 
choice, would have nominated; and their 
names, for they too are made mention of in 
the Sacred Books, were theſe; Beſaleel, the firſt, 
the ſon of Uri, of the tribe of Fuda, but ne- 
phew to Mariam, the ſiſter of Moy/es : Eliab, 
the other, the ſon of 1/amach, of the tribe of 
Dan. But the people with ſo great alacrity 
promoted the undertaking, that Moyſes was 
oblig'd to make them deſiſt, giving orders to 
have it publiſh'd by a crier thorough the camp, 
that what materials had already been collected, 
were ſufficient to complete the work; and 
this the architects had ſome time before ac- 
INES them with. Beginning therefore the 
ſtructure of the rabernacle, Moyſes, as he had 
been previouſly inſtructed, gave the neceſſary 
directions, as well as to the length and breadth, 
as the heigth, and what quantity of veſſels 
would be requiſite for ſacrifices and other holy 
uſes. - Such too was the generous virtue of the 
ladies, that they ſtrove to ſurpaſs one another 
in the beauty and make of the prieſts veſt- 
ments, and in every thing elſe that was wanted 
towards the ornament of the work, and the 
ſervice of God. h | 


All things being now prepar'd and read as 


well the gold and ſilver, as the braſs, embroi- 


deries, and other curious devices; and a ſo- 
lemn feaſt and ſacrifice celebrated by the poſi- 
tive inſtitution of Moes, as their ſeveral 
circumſtances were able to bear; the model of 
the tabernacle was begun, and finiſhed in this 
manner: Moy/es having premiſed the dimen- 


ſions of the court, which in breadth extended 


fifty cubits, and in length an hundred, ap- 
pointed twenty paliſadoes (five cubits in heighth 


each, ) to ſupport the longer ſides, and ten to 
go acroſs behind; but rings were joined to the 
ſeveral paliſadoes. The chapiters, or tops of 
the paliſadoes, were of ſilver, and their baſes 
gilt, and ſharpned like the points of ſpears; but 
that part which was to be fixed in the ground 
was of braſs. To the rings were tied ropes, 
which being made faſt at one end, and paſſing 
through the ſeveral paliſadoes, were by braſs 
nails, of a cubit's length, drove into the earth, 
to protect and fortify the tabernacle from the 
violence of winds. Then, over each of the 
three ſides there was extended an ornament of 


very fine linnen, that depending from the cha- 


piters with a full ſpread, reach'd the bottom; 


and while the whole ſpace was thus environ'd, 


it ſeem'd in every reſpe& like a wall; and 


this way were the three ſides adorn'd. But 


the fourth ſide, (for that being the remaini 


part of fifty cubits, was the front of the whole 


ftructure,) had an aperture of twenty cubits 
for a door, and, for the magnificence of the 


entry, double pillars on each fide. Theſe alſo * 


were wholly made of filver neatly poliſhed, 
except the baſes, which were of braſs. Upot 


each hand of the entry ſtood three, paliſadoes 


faſtned and rivetted in wood, that ſuſtain'd 
the door; and over theſe too was drawn a _ 


curtain curiouſly wrought. But the door, (which 


in breadth ſtretched twenty cubits, and in 


heighth was five,) was cover'd with a veil of 
linnen intermixed with purple, ſcarlet and vi- 
olet colours, and adorn'd with many and 
various pictures, but without the repreſenta» 
tion of any animal. And within the door was 
an aſperſory, or veſſel to ſprinkle with, of 


braſs, and a baſon of the ſame metal, in which 
the prieſts were to waſh their hands, and re- 
freſh their feet: And after this manner was 


the court incloſed and adorned. | 

In its center Moyſes fixed the tabernacle, 
facing the eaſt, that the Sun upon his riſing 
might irradiate it. Thirty cubits compoſed the 


lenghth, and ten the breadth; and one of the 


walls had a ſouth proſpect, but the other was 
to the north, and from behind appeared the 
weſt ; its heighth likewiſe kept an exact pro- 
portion with its breadth. But there were 
wooden boards, of each ſide twenty, cut out 


into a quadrangular form, in breadth a cubit 


and an half, and in thickneſs four fingers. And 
plates of Gold were got ready to beautify 
them both within and without. Each board 
had two hinges, (and theſe too made of ſilver,) 
reaching to the two baſes, and in either baſe 
was an hole to receive the hinges. The weſtern 
part had a fence of ſix boards, and theſe ſo 
ſtrongly connected, and united tegecher, that, 


not obſerving the junEtures, they laokgd; like 


one ſolid wall, inſide and outſide overlaid with 
gold. And on either ſide the boatds were uni- 
form, being in number twenty, and each was 


in breadth one cubit and an halt, and in oy | 
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Book III. 


neſs four fingers, and therefore completed thirty 


cubits. But in the poſtern wall (for ſix com- 


Fed boards of it, made only nine cubits,) 
2 the diviſion of one cubit, they ſuperadded 
other two boards to ſtand in the corners, adorn- 
ing them after the manner of the larger boards. 
And to all and ſingular theſe boards were 
fitted rings of gold, fronting outwards, and in 
lovely rows fixed, that every where corre- 
ſponded to one another; and thorough theſe 

ilt bars were thruſt to conjoin the boards; 
ſo artificially made, that the 
head of one reſting upon the head of another, 
every bar paſſed through the various turns of 
the joints, after the ſimilitude of a skrew. But 
at the back- wall, through all the boards, was 
made a mortoiſe, into whicli entered the extre- 
mities of the ſeveral bars that belonged to the 
walls of the longer ſides, to the end they might 
be the more firmly and cloſely joined, like 
man and wife. And by this precaution, the 
tabernacle could not by any force, or aſſault 


ol winds, be ſhaken, but ſtood ſecure and im- 


moveable. e 

Its interior length conſiſt ing of three partiti- 
ons; on about ten cubits of the foundation were 
raiſed four columns to fit the place, of the 
ſame architecture, and with the ſame materials 
that the reſt were made, and ſtanding upon like 
baſes, at a little dittance from one another; 
becauſe within theſe was the Inacceſſible; but 
the reſidue of the tabernacle was patent to the 
prieſts. And it happened, that this dimenſion 


ol the tabernacle had ſome reference to the 


univerſe itſelf; for the third part, which the 
columns included, and where not even the 
prieſts were allowed to enter, was like Heaven, 
ſacred to God alone. But the meaſure of 
twenty cubits, like the land and ſea, to which 
men have an eaſy acceſs, was a grant.only made 
over to the prieſts. Ar the front, where a 


| paſſage opened, were ſet five columns, leaning 


upon braſs baſes ; but the veils for the . ſervice 
of the tabernacle, were with colours of filk 
and purple, of violet and ſcarlet exquiſitely 
variegated, and interwoven, and indeed the 
firſt veil that was drawn over the columns 
reached ren cubits every way ; which columns 
being placed acroſs the temple, within their 
own ſpace, contained the inacceſſible; and this 


vas the veil, which made it impoſſible to be 


ſeen. The whole temple indeed was called 
Holy, but the inacceſſible, or Adyt, which reſted 
between the four columns, The Holy of Holies. 
And that beautiful veil was embelliſhed with 
all manner of flowers that the earth produces, 
and with every thing elſe embroidered capable 
of adding to its ornament, except figures of 
living creatures. IEEE © Ot; | 

Like to this in ſize, texture and colour, 
another veil, joined by a ring to the corner of 
each column, and deſcending from the top to 
the middle of them, ſtretched itſelf over the 
five columns that ſtood at the entrance into 
the ſanctuary; but the reſt of the ſpace was 
allotted for the reception of the prieſts, | Be- 
fore this veil was put a linnen curtain of the 
ſame bigneſs, that might turn off upon ropes to 
either ſide, with rings adapted both to the veil 
and ropes, to this purpoſe, that they might 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 35 


either expand, or contract it into a corner, for 
the ſake of a free proſpect, eſpecially upon 
feſtival days; for at other times, and particu⸗ 
larly when there was a fall of ſnow, the veil 
diſtinguiſhed with various colours, had this for 
its defence. And hence, after we had built 
the temple, obtained the cuſtom of adorning 
entries with a curtain of the ſame nature; be- 
ſides this, were prepared ten curtains of four 
cubits in breadth, and twenty eight in length, 
ſo neatly and accurately joined together with 
golden claſps, that they ſeemed to be of a piece; 
and theſe being handed to a ſtretch, ſerved to 
cover not only the ſuperiour, but both the late 
ral and back parts of the walls, reaching doun 
in a circuit, within one foot of the ground. 
There were likewiſe eleven other curtains of 
the ſame breadth, but exceeding the former in 
length, for they conſiſted of thirty cubits: And 
being contrived of hair, with no leſs curioſity 
of artifice, than thoſe before made of wool, 
and fuller too in length, they came quite to 
the ground; appearing at the entrance like a 
pinnacle and ſtately porch, which was the 
deſign of the eleventh curtain. Others again 
done out of skins, were an outer tegument, 
to preſerve the fine colours of the reſt from 


taking damage, by an exceſs of heat or rain. 


Viewing it from any diſtance, every body was 
ſurprized; for ſo the colours ſparkled, that 
they ſeemed to ſee the heavens: But the tegu- 
ments of hair and skins ſtretched forward, as 
a veil let down over the entry, to keep off 
fervent heat and offenſive ſhowers. And in 
this manner was the tabernacle built. | 

After this, they made an ark of a wood, in 
his own nature very durable, and above decay, 
ſacred to God, which in our language is ſpeci- 
fied by the word Eron. Its fabric was in this 
faſhion : In length it extended five ſpans, bur 
in breadth and depth, each three ſpans only: And 


being wholly, as well within-ſide as without, 
overlaid with gold, nothing of the woody ſub- 


ſtance was ſeen. It had alſo a cover made 
with golden hinges of admirable work, which 
every where exactly fitted; no roughneſs or 
inequality at all appearing to hinder an apt 
junction. Beſides, to each fide in length, were 
two rings of gold affixed, penetrating the whole 
ſubſtance of the wood, and through theſe, gilt 
bars on each ſide paſſed, by which it might, as 
occaſion required, be moved from place to 
place; for it was not carried by beaſts of 
burden, the care of conveying it was an office 
wholly belonging to the prieſts. Upon its cover 
were put two effigies, which the Hebrews call 
Cherubes; a ſort of living creatures with wings, 
and of ſuch a figure as no man alive ever ſaw : 


But Moſes affirmed, theſe were a pattern of 
the repreſentations he had ſeen in the throne ot 


God. In this ark he repoſed the two tables, 


upon which were written the ten command- 


ments, five indeed in each table, but only two 
and a half of a fide; and the ark itſelf he laid 
up within the Holy of Holiesx. 5 
In the prieſts ſacrary, (or veſtry) was fixed 
a table, reſembling a little that of Qe/phos ; 
in length of two cubits, in breadth but one 
and three ſpans in heighth. To. this were 
joined feet, which from the middle downwards 
| were 
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were perfectly and accurately made, like thoſe 
in uſe for dorick bediteds, but from rhe. middle 
upwards reaching to the body of the table of 
a quadrangular form: And the table was rai- 
ſed on every ſide, as with a ledge of four 
fingers in extent, a border encompaſſing both 
its upper and under part, To each of its feet 
were added rings made faſt likewiſe to the 
table itſelf; through theſe rings were con- 
veyed wooden bars, overlaid with plates of 
gold, and ſo contrived, that they might eaſily 
be taken out; for in that part where the rings 
were joined to the table was a cavity; nor 
were they continued, but before they met in 
the circle, their extremities ended in points, 
one of which was inſerted into the ſuperiour 
border of the table, and the other into the 
toot; and by this means they carried the table, 
when they travelled. Upon this table, (for it 
was placed in the ſanctuary, fronting the north, 
not far from the Holy of Holies,) were ſet 
twelve unleavened loaves, in two rows, fix 
each row, oppoſite to one another, made of two 
Aſſaroas of the fineft meal; which meaſure of 
the Hebrews contains ſeven Attic halt-pints ; 
but over the loaves were ſet two golden phials 
full of frankincenſe. After ſeven days new 
loayes were brought in, upon the feſtival which 
we call the Sabbath; tor every ſeventh day 
with us is the Sabbath - But what was the 
cauſe that gave riſe to this 1nſtitution,, ſhall be 
told in another placdme. 

poſite to the table near the ſouth-wall, 
was ſet a cand leſtick of pure gold, weighing an 


hundred pound; which weight by the Hebrews 


is expreſſed by Cinchares, and when rendered 
into Greek, a Talent. But it was diſtinguiſhed 


. 


with little globes, lillies, pomegranates, and 
ſmall bowls ; (and of theſe there were ſeventy, 
in number,) with which compounded, from a 
{imple baſe,iFexalted himſelf to a vaſt heighth, 
launching out in its ſtructure into as many 
branches, as, according to report, there are 


planets together with the ſun. But it put forth 


alſo ſeven heads, by one and the ſame ſeries 


at equal diſtances diſpoſed ; in which were 
placed, candles to diffuſe a light, in each head 
ſeven, correſponding to the number of the 


planets, and from the candleſtick's oblique . 
poſition, looking both eaſt and ſouth. * 


But between the candleſtick and the table, 


as has been ſaid, ſtood an altar for incenſe, of 


the wood of which the other inſtruments were 


made, not ſubje@& to corruption, and overlaid 
with ſolid plate, in breadth a cubit every way, 
and in heighth two, 
ſmali utenſil, having at every corner a crown, 
and that of gold ſurrounding it ; to which were 


Upon this was fixed a 


taſtned rings with bars for the conveniency of 
carriage. There was likewiſe another altar 
before the table, conliſting of wood and 
braſs, its length and breadth five cubits each, 
and three in heighth, with ornaments of gold, 
and plates of braſs, to which was fitted an 
iron-grate, that reſembled a ſieve; for the earth 
was the recipient of what fire ſoever fell from 
the chimney, becauſe of itſelf ir ſtood upon 
no baſe: And where the altar was ſituated, there 
were tunnels, phials, cenſers and large bowls. 
But whatever other implements were made uſe 
of, and appropriated for Divine Service, were 
all of gold: And in this manner was the taber- 
nacle finiſhed with all its Apparatus. 


CHAP. VII 
Of the Veſtments of the Prieſts, and High Prieſt : Of Aaron's Prieflbood, and the 


various Ceremonies of Purifications and Sacrifices : Of Feſtivals, and Obſervation 


of Days, together with ot her Laws, 


HEY made likewiſe amongſt other things, 
veſtments for the prieſts, whom they cal- 

led Chaanææ, and for the high prieſt, whom 
they diſtinguiſn'd by the name of Rabchaanes ; 
which word imports the prince of all the 


prieſts. The veſture of ordinary prieſts was 


in this manner: When the prieſt approaches 
to the holy miniſtry, being purified according 
to the purity preſcribed in the law, he firſt of 
all puts on the Manachaſ/e, as it is called, (be- 
ing the word uſed to ſigniſy breeches,) and 
is a kind of drawers that ſarround the ſecrets, 
made of ſilk, into which putting his feet, as 
into a pair of trunk-breeches, he draus it up 
to his flanks, and faſtens it with ligatures. 

But over this he throws a ſurplice of double 
linnen, called Chethomene, which ſigniſies, of 
Iinnen, for our phraſe for linnen is Chethon; 
and this veſtment is a tunic deſcending to the 
ankles, compaſſing the body cloſe with ſleeves 
made tight about the arms; which they wear 
faſtened a little above the armpits, with a girdle 
almoſt four fingers broad, but of fo looſe a 
texture, that it reſembles the caſt-skin of a 


ſerpent. It is likewiſe interwoven with flowers, 
diverſified with ſcarlet, purple, violet aud ſilk ; 
but the ſubſtance is all ſilk : And beginning 
from the breaſt, and once again environing 
him, is there tied, flowing amply down. to his 
heels in thoſe intervals that he does not officiate 
in holy things; for ſo it looks gracetul to the 
ſpectators. But when he muſt ſacrifice, and 
aſſiſt at the ſervice of the altar, that it may 
not encumber him in his duty, he throws it 
over his left ſhoulder. This by A4/es was 
named Abaneth; but we in conformity with 
the Babylonians, call it Emian. This tunic 
was every where without plaits, but- had a 
large aperture about the neck, which with cer- 
rain claſps, or ſtrings, reaching from the collar 
to the breaſt and back, made it ſit firm to 
either ſhoulder ; and is called Maſſabaxune. 

Upon his head he wears a cap, not high 
raiſed, nor encircling the whole head, covering 


it only a little farther: than to the middle, 


which is called Meſuepet h. And its ornament 
is ſuch, that it appears like a crown, being 
made of linnen, after the form ot an heap 

| . ſwathes; 
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Bock III. of the Antiquities of, the Jews. 
ſwathes . cor it conſiſts of many circular repe- being three in a_ ſeries, and in fou 


titions and ſeams. Then from above, another 
piece of linnen covers the whole cap, and de- 


ſcending to the forehead, at once conceals the 
junctures of the ſwathes, and every thing elſe 
that does not lie ſmooth and eaſy ; adhering 
firmly to what it covers of the head, being fo 
artificially fitted, . that, while ſacrifice is a per- 
forming, it may not fall off. And in this man- 


ner were prieſts apparalled. 


The high prieſt is adorned after the ſame 
manner with the veſtments mentioned, omit- 
ting not one, only putting over them a tunic 
of a violet colour, which (in our dialect, 
is called Meeir) reaches to his heels, and 1s 
compaſſed about with a girdle diſtinguiſhed 
with colours, like the preceeding, but embroi- 


dered with gold. To this tunic, about the 


lower skirt, were added borders embelliſhed 
with pomegranates ; and between every two 
pomegranates were placed bells of gold, great- 
ly conducing to irs ornament ; ſo that be- 
tween two bells in the middle hung a pome- 
granate, and between two pomegranates, a bell. 
This tunic does not conſiſt of two pieces, fo 
as to have ſeams in the ſhoulders and ſides, but 
is one intire veſtment, on all ſides wove round 
and joining to the neck by an aperture, not 
obliquely flit, but in length, reaching from the 


breaſt, to the ſpace between the ſhoulder-blades ; 


over this, is ſewed a broad lace, to fortity the 
edges of the cleft. It has likewiſe an aperture 
where the hands are let out. 
Above theſe veſtments he puts on a third, 
called Ephodes, bearing a reſemblance to the 
Greek Epomis, or hood. It is made in this 
faſhion ; it is about the depth of a cubit, 
adorned with various colours, and interwoven 
with gold, and ſo contrived as to leave the 
middle of the breaſt open; it has allo ſleeves, 
and the whole form of it looks much of the 
nature of a tunic. In this hollow part of the 
veſtment is a piece put in about the bigneſs of 
a ſpan, with gold and the {ame elegant colours 
intermixed, that beautify the Ephod, and is cal- 
led Eſſenes, but in the Greck tongue expreſſed 
by Logion, which ſignifies Rational + And this 


with great exaCtneſs, fills that ſpace of the 


Ephod which was left open at the breaſt by 
thoſe who prepared it: This is connected to the 
Ephod with golden rings fixed at every corner 
of it, rings of the ſame ſort being faitned to 


the Ephod, that anſwer the former, and to which 


they are tied faſt by a violet-coloured ribband 


each to his oppoſite one; and that in the 


middle of the haſps no gap might be ſeen 
they deviſed to fill the vacuities with laces 
of the colour of the violet. The Epe 
is faſtned over the ſhoulders with two ſardonyx 
ſtones, there being at either extremity of the 
ſhoulders a piece of gold that runs out upon 
them, and incloſes them, to make them fit for 
buttons. Upon theſe were in ſculpture raiſed 
the names of the ſons of Jacob, with the native 
letters of our own tongue, each ſtone contain- 
ing ſix names; but the ſeniors obtained the 
right ſhoulder, Likewiſe the Eſſences is di- 
ſtinguiſhed by twelve ſtones of exquilite ſize and 

cauty, an ornament which for exceſſive price 
cannot * be purchaſed by men. And theſe 


| rows 
diſpoſed, were inſerted into wreaths of fine 


linnen, all which again were ſurrounded bygold 
with ſuch art, that paſſing through every wrath, 
it ſo fortified the whole contexture, as nothing. 
could fall out. In the firſt rank was a Sardoms, 
a Topaz, and an Emerald; and the ſecond 
ſhewed a Carbuncle, a Faſper, and a Sapphire. 
In the third were ſeen to gliſten the bright Lym 
curium, Amethyſt, and Achate In the fourt 
order appeared firſt the Chry/olite, after it ai 


Onyx, then a Beryl] the laſt of all. Upon all 
theſe were inſcribed the letters of the names 
of the ſons of Facob, whom we reckon the 


princes of the tribes, each ſtone containing a 
name, according to the order of the time 
in which they happened to be born. In re- 
gard therefore that the rings above-mentioned 
were of themſelves too ſlender to bear the 
weight of theſe Gemms, two that were larger 
they fixed to the extremity of the oracle, abour 
the place where it reached the neck, to the 
end they might receive the curious chains of 
gold, which meet art the top of the ſhoulders, 
and with golden ligatures of twiſted work, 
are there conjoined : One extremity of which 
Chains aſcending, is reduced backwards, and 
connected with a ring, that is placed behind, in 
the border of the Ephod. This ſupports the 
Eſſeues in ſo firm a manner, that ir cannot bend 
any way: And to the Eſſences was affixed a 
girdle diverſified with the foreſaid colours 
and gold ; which embracing the whole, and 
afterwards tying with a knot upon the juncture, 
was left to flow downwards. As for the 
fringes, depending from the extremities of the 
girdle, they were received and totally inclu- 
ded by hollow pipes ot gold. 

Then he put upon his head an hat of rolled 
up linnen, like that of the prieſts which we 
have deſcribed already; but over it ſtood 
a ſecond neatly ſewed together, and chequered 
with the purple. Beſides, this was ſurrounded 
with a crown of gold, curiouſly raiſed in a 
triple order, from which ſprang out little buds 
of gold, pretty much reſembling: thoſe we meet 
in the herb by us called Sacchar, but which the 
Greek botaniſts call Henbane. If therefore there 
are any, who being ignorant of the name, ei- 
ther underſtand not well the nature of the 
plant, which they may have often ſeen; or 
are acquainted with the name, and know no 
more of it, out of regard to thoſe in ſuch a 
circumſtance; 1 ſhall not think it a trouble to 
deſcribe it. It is a plant that often riſes beyond 
the heighth of three ſpans, having a root like a 
turnip, (for he will not err much who ſhall 
make the compariſon,) but leaves like unto 
Rocket. From the branches ſprouts forth a 
little bud cloſe adhering to them, and it is co- 
vered with a certain husk, which falls off of 
itſelt when the fruit begins to ripen : The 
bud is about the ſize of a joint of the leaſt 
finger, in its circular form not unlike a cup; 
which for the ſake of thoſe who know nothing 
of it, I will in a plainer manner illuſtrate. The 
bud in its loweit part reſembles an halt of any 
round thing that is cut in two, growing round 
from the moment it began to ſhoot; then 
{ſtraightening a little, and within-fide as it ad- 


vances 
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62 
vances, being charmingly hallowed, again by 
degrees it ſtretches out with ſmall partitions 
about the lips, as may be ſeen in the head of 
a pomegranate. Such an husk grows up with 
ic, that it ſeems a little half-globe, with 
an accurate (if one may fo ſpeak) ſubtility 
turned, and ſhut in between thoſe clefts, which 
(L /aid, ) aroſe in the manner of a pomegranate, 
ding in very thorny and ſharp points: And 
inder this husk, or cover, 1s contained the 
fruit of the whole bud, which fruit is extremely 
like the ſeed of the plant Sideritis, or Tron- 
Wort; the flower it bears is thought to re- 
remble the ratling leaves of the Pos And 
indeed like to this was the crown made to 
cover the hinder part of the head and the two 
temples. Now this cup (for ſo let the bud be 


called, ) did not compaſs the forehead, but a 


thin piece of gold, upon which, in Sacred Cha- 
racters, was inſcribed the Name of Gop, and 
thus was the high prieſt adorned. 

One cannot eaſily refrain from being ſurprized 
at the general Odium with which mankind proſe- 
cute our nation; as if we did not treat with honour 
enough that Deity to which cuſtom has made 
them pay their adorations. For let but any 
one in his mind contemplate the ſtructure of 
the tabernacle, and conſider well the veſtments 
of the prieſts, and the veſſels which we make 
uſe of in the Holy Miniſtry ; he ſhall ſoon be 


convinced, not only that our law-giver was a 


man of divine virtue, but thar this brand of 


impiety is falſely objected to us: In regard no 


man of judgment and candour can weigh theſe 
things diſtinctly, but he muſt own they were 
all made after the ſimilitude, and image of 
ſomething in the univerſe. For even when he 
meaſured out the tabernacle, (which was thirty 
cubits long) into three parts, and left two for 
the prieſts, as a place to be trod upon, and 
common, he repreſents to them the land and 
the ſea, (theſe being of general acceſs to all 
men ;) bur the third part he conſecrated to God 
alone, becauſe heaven is inacceſſible to human 
nature. | 
Likewiſe by the twelve loaves which he ſet 
upon the table, 1s explained how many months 
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an year conſiſts of. But by branching out the 
candleſtick into ſeventy parts, is an intimation 
given of the Divine Right, communicated to 
the ſeventy elders, as well of aſſiſting in the 
tabernacle, as in all other affairs: And by the 
ſeven lights, therein fixed, is ſhewn the courſe 
of the planets, being no more in number. The 
veils likewiſe, variegated with four colours, 
refer to the different elements; for linnen 
ſeems to repreſent the earth, becauſe flax from 
whence it ariſes, thence takes its original. The 
purple denotes the ſea, becauſe from the Murex, 
(a ſhell-fiſh,) firſt came that colour. Air again 
is figured by the violet; and ſcarlet is the 
ſymbol of the fire. Moreover, the high prieſt's 
tunic being of linnen, is a repreſentation of the 
earth; the violet, an image of the atmoſphere; 
the pomegranate, a picture of a flaſh of light- 
ning; and the bells, a faint ſimilitude of thun- 
der: The Ephod, embelliſhed with four colours, 
is a type of the world, and an addition of gold, 
the figure of that ſplendor (in my judgment, 
with which all things are illuminated. 

He placed likewiſe the Eſſenes in the middle 


of the Ephod, like the earth, which is the center 


of the univerſe : The girdle too that environs 
him, is a ſignification of the ſea, which encom- 
paſſes all ſublunary things. And the two hu- 
meral Sardonyx's, which with the long cloak 
was faſtned, are an emblem of the ſun and 
moon. But the twelve precious ſtones, whe- 
ther one was to refer them to the number 
of months, or to the ſame number of conſtellati- 
ons in the circle, which theG7eeks call the Zodiac, 
from a genuine concluſion, he would not much 
err. Laſtly, the cap, hat, bonnet or mitre it- 
ſelf, ſeems to point out Heaven, becauſe it is 
of a purple colour, (for otherwiſe - it had not 
been graced with the Name of Gop,) and a- 
dorned with a triple crown, in regard. to ſplen- 
dor, with which God 1s greatly pleaſed. And 
theſe things indeed juit now related, may 
ſuffice at preſent ; ſince often, and very many 
things, whence the virtue of our lawgiver ſhall 
with evidence brighten out, will occur in the 
following pages. | 


CHAP. vin. 
Of the Prieſthood of Aaron. 


AFTER the tabernacle was finiſhed, but 


betore its conſecration with proper of- 


ferings, God appeared unto Moyſes, and com- 
manded him to beſtow the prieſthood upon 
Aaron, as a man, who for his ſuperiour virtue 
to the reſt, moſt deſerved the honour. Then 
Maeayſes, having aſſembled the people, enlarged 
upon his virtue and fingular benevolence to- 
wards them, and the many dangers he had 
{ſuſtained for their ſake. And the people hav- 
ing received his words with great applauſe, 
and expreſſed their ſincere love and atfection 
towords him, © O Men of Iſrael, (ſaid he,) 
the fabric is now built according to the Will 
© of God, and in a manner that ſhews his 
tender care of our vigour and abilities. But 
© fince the tabernacle is to be filled aud illu- 


minated with the Divine Preſence, our firſt 
and principal concern ſhould regard the 
choice of a prieſt, who mult officiate in holy 
things, and put up prayers for the congre- 
gation. For my part, if the direction of 
this affair had been committed to me, 
ſhould perhaps have reputed myſelf not un- 
worthy of the preſent honour, as well from 
a principle of ſelf-love, which is natural to 
mankind, as a conſcious ſatisfaction of having 
encountered the greateſt labours and diffi- 
culties to promote your intereſt. But now 
God Himſelf hath raiſed Aaron into this 
dignity, and given him the prieſthood ; be- 
cauſe amongſt you he has not found a more 
juſt and upright man : For Agron therefore 
are theſe holy veſtments; his, the care - 
« t — 
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( rars, the performance of ſacrifices, the 
c pv — for you, which God will 
© the more graciouſly and favourably hear, as 
© well from the ſingular love he bears to this 
c nation, as their my offer d up by a Man, 
« particularly by himſelf nominated for that 
c purpoſe.” This ſpeech pleaſed the Hebrews, 
and with one voice all acquieſced in the di- 
vine choice. For Aaron upon account -of his 
illuſtrious deſcent, gift of prophecy, and the 
many noble qualities of his brother, of all 
men beſt deſerv'd this honour, Aaron had at 
this time theſe four ſons, Nabad, Abiu, Eleagar, 

amar. | 

707 the materials that had been prepared 
for the ſtructure of the tabernacle, all that 
was left Moy/es gave orders ſhould be con- 
verted into Covers for the ſervice of the taber- 
nacle itſelf, the candleſtick, the cenſer, and 
other ſacred: veſſels, that, when they travelled, 
theſe might not receive the leaſt damage. from 
rain or duſt. And having again aſſembled the 
people, he laid his commands upon them to 
contribute one by one halt a ſicle. The ſicle 


is a piece among the Hebrews equivalent to 


four Attic Drachms. And they with a cheer- 
ſul obedience raiſed the ſum; there bein 
there preſent ſix hundred thouſand, five thou- 
ſand five hundred and fifty perſons: But only 
ſuch as were free- born, and from twenty to 
fifty years of age, made this oblation. And 
what offerings ſoever had been given, were ap- 
propriated to the uſe of the tabernacle. 
The purification of the Tabernacle and the 
Prieſts, was perform'd after this manner: 
Having taken five hundred ficles of the beſt 
Myrrh, and the fame quantity of Orris, and 
of Cinnamon and Sweet-cane, (tor this 1s of a 
fragrant ſmell) an halt of the above weight 
he commanded they ſhould be reduced into 
powder, and with an Hine of oil of Olives (for 
an Hine is an Hebrew meaſure which holds two 
Attic Choas) mixed, and with the niceſt art 
boiled up into an ointment. Then anointing 
with this moſt fragrant ointment he purified 
the prieſts and all the tabernacle. He ordered 
likewiſe the odours : For a great variety of moſt 
precious things had been brought into the taber- 
nacle to burn. incenſe with; the nature of 
which I ſhall not at preſent examine into, for 
fear of being tedious and irkſome to my rea- 
ders. But they were obliged twice a day 
(that is, before the ſun roſe, and before he 
ſet) to burn incenſe, and renew the lamps with 
purified oyl; three of which, in reverence to 


omnipotenc power, were kept ſhining upon the 


ſacred candleſtick all the day, and the reſt were 


| lighted of an evening, - - | 
Now when all things had been thus finiſhed 


and perfected, of all the craftſmen, Beſaleel 
and Fliab acquir'd the greateſt reputation. 
For they labour'd and improv'd the moſt nice 
Inventions of others, nay, many things before 
not known, by the ſtrength of their wit and 
judgment, they deviſed and added. But it 
happen'd, that Be/aleel in the general opinion 
had the preference. lu ſeven months, and no 
more, was all this work finiſh'd ; and this pe- 
riod completed an year from the time of their 
deliverance out of pt. But juſt as the 
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ſecond year began, and in the month Xanthi- 
cus of the Macedonians, Niſan of the Hebrews, 
upon the'new moon they conſecrated the ta- 
bernacle to God, and all its veſſels, a little be- 
fore recited. | 

And God evidently ſhew*d, that he was 
pleaſed with, and accepted this teſtimony of 
their gratitude ; for his glory vouchſafed to fill 
this building and reſide in it, his preſence be- 
ing manifeſted in this manner : The reſt of the 
air continuing pure and ſerene, over the taber- 
nacle only there was ſpread a fort of darkneſs, 
not with a groſs and thick cloud ſurrounding 
it, ſuch as may frequently be ſeen in winter; 
nor yet ſo thin and ſubtile that one might ſee 
through it; but a ſweer and pleaſant dew di- 
ſtilled from it in atteſtation of the Divine Pre- 
{ence to thoſe who had hope and faith. 

Moyſes having diſtinguiſh'd the ſeveral arti- 
ficers, who had raiſed and adorned the works, 
according to their reſpective merits, at the 
porch of the tabernacle, as God had commanded 
him, offer'd in ſacrifice a bull, a ram, and a 
kid for ſins; (when I come to diſcourſe of 
ſacrifices, the ſacred rites ſhall be explain'd, 
and an account given what victims were by the 
law wholly to be conſumed by fire, and of 
thoſe too where a part was allow'd togo for 
food,) and then with the blood of the ſacrifices 
ſprinkled Aaron's veſtments, Aaron himſelf, 
and all his ſons, purifying them with fountain 
water, together with oil, that they might be- 
come the prieſts of God. After this manner, for 
ſeven days ſucceſſively, Maſes continued to 
ſanctify them and their veſtments. He purified 
likewiſe the tabernacle, and all its veſſels, with 
the perfum'd oil above-mention'd, ſprinklin 
them with the blood of bulls, rams and kids; 
for one out of each was killed every day to 
that purpoſe, But upon the eighth day a 
feſtival was appointed for the people, and all 


enjoin'd to do facrifice as their circumſtances 


would permit: And they, with a generous 
contention between themſelves, who ould be 
moſt liberal, and an earneſt deſire that what 
they  ofter'd might exceed their neighbours, 
ſoon obey'd his commands. But no ſooner 
were the victims laid upon the altar, than a 
ſpontaneous fire ſprung out of them, with a 
flame that gliſtned like a flaſh of lightning, 
which in a moment burnt up all that was upon 
the altar. 
Immediately upon this miracle, Aaron was 
viſit ed with a certain affliction, (if we but con- 
ſider him as a man, and as a father,) which yet 


he patiently bore, not only becauſe he was en- 


dow'd with 'a mind ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd 
againſt all accidents, but likewiſe from an 
opinion, that ſuch a thing might happen not 
without the Will of God. He had four ſons, 
as I have already ſaid, the two eldeſt of which, 
Navad and Aluu, having brought unto the altar 
victims, not ſuch as Moyſes had prefcrib'd, but 
what out of their own head they had formerly 
uſed, by ſudden flames invaded, die upon the 
ſpot : The fire iſſuing out upon them with ſuch 
an irreſiſtible force, that inſtantly preying up- 
on their faces and breaſts, it could not be ex- 
tinguiſh'd by any body; and they indeed met 
with this fate. But Ae, gave orders to 

their 
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their father and brothers to carry their bodies 
without the camp, and give them magnificent 
burial. The people greatly mourned over 
them, much afflicted with this their ſudden death: 
However Mpy/es only willed the brothers and 
the father to forbear ſorrow, looking upon 
themſelves as men, who ſhould prefer the ho- 
nour of God to all other conſiderations. For 
now Aaron wore the holy veſtments. 

Moy/es moreover, rejecting all the honours, 
which he ſaw the people were about to confer 
upon him, dedicated himſelt Wooly to the 


ſervice of God. And indeed he deſiſted from 


going to mount Sinai; bur entering into the 
tabernacle, reported what anſwers were given 
to the petitions, which he had humbly begged 
of God : And contenting himſelf with the ha- 
bit of a private man, and in all other things yet 
more A one of the people, made it 
his endeavour that he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
no otherwiſe from others but in his cate and con- 
cern, and the burthen he ſuſtained, for the com- 
mon weal. Beſides, he regulated the govern- 
ment of the ſtate, and enacted laws, in an ob- 
ſervation of which they ſhould both pleaſe 
God, and lead an unſpotted life. But all theſe 
things, by the Dictates of the great God were 
eſtabliſh' d. Now therefore let us turn to the 
polity and the laws. 
Notwithſtanding, I will firſt inſiſt a little 
upon what has been premiſed in relation to the 
high prieſt's robes: For it was not in the 
power of falſe prophets, by fraud and trick, 
to impoſe upon the people ; in regard when- 
ever there was an attempt made to violate the 
facred authority, God himſelf gave viſible de- 
monſtration to the prieſts, that it reſted in his 
own will, to communicate the divine preſence 
or withdraw: And this miraculous appearance, 
not only to the Hebrews, but alſo to all the 
foreigners that attended, was plain and obvi- 
ous. For, of the ſtones, which (I have above 
| aid) the high prieſt wore upon his ſhoulder 
(they were Sardonyx*s, and to ſhew their na- 
ture would be needleſs, ſince they cannot but 
be known of every body) that one (I ſay) 
which upon the right ſhoulder ſupplied the 
lace of a button, always kept ſhining, while 
the Name Eternal was propitiouſly preſent at 
their ſacrifices, an illuſtrious light thence ariſing, 
that diffuſed a brightneſs over things even at 
a diſtance, whereas before the ſtone 1n itſelf 
had no ſplendor. And certainly this deſerves 
the higheſt admiration and eſteem among all, 
who do not from a contempt of religion affect 
an opinion of wiſdom. Bur, what is fill more 
marvellous, I am now going to relate; for 
by the twelve ſtones, which were affixed to 
the Eſſenes upon the breaſt of the high prieſt, 
the Oinnipotent predicted the victory to an ap- 
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pcoaching battle: For, from theſe ſtones ſo vaſt 
a ſplendour iſſued, when as yet the army re- 
mained in their tents, that the whole people 
were made ſenſible, the Deity was preſent, 
and would aſſiſt them. Whence even the Greeks, 
who revere our ſolemn offices, becauſe indeed 
they cannot contradict theſe things, call rhe 
Eſſenes, Logion, Oracle. But the Oracle has 
ceaſed, and the Sardonyx to give a ſplendour, 
two hundred years before I ſat down to write, 
ſince the divinity would no longer bear the 
tranſgreſſion of his laws: And theſe 1 ſhall 
treat of in a more ſeaſonable place; but now 
I will proſecute the former narration. 

The tabernacle being already dedicated, and 
all matters 1n reference to the prieſts well ad- 
juſted, the people rejoyced in the thought 
that the Divine Preſence reſided among them, 
and therefore made it their buſineſs to perform 
facritice and praiſe, believing they were now 
deliver'd from all manner of ills, and promi- 


| ſing themſelves for the future many and great 


bleffings : And through all the tribes, as well 
ſecretly as publickly, they made oblations to 
God : For the princes of the tribes meeting 
two at a time, preſented a chariot and two 
oxen ; {ix chariots therefore were offer'd, and 
theſe carried the tabernacle in their journeys. 
Beſides, each of them brought a phial, and a diſh 
and a cenſer, (the cenſer was of ten Daric's 
value, or three and twenty ſhillings and four 
pence, and full of delicious odours ; but the 
diſh and the phial, for they were of ſilver, 
weighed together two hundred ſicles, or an 
hundred crowns ; upon the phial itſelf only 
ſeventy ſicles were expended ; and they were 
full of fine flower, tempered with oil, ſuch as 
is uſed in facrifices at the altar;) as alſo a calf 
and a ram, with a lamb an year old for a ſolid 
ſacrifice, together with a goat for expiation of 
ſins. But again each of the princes offer'd 


other ſacrifices, which are called Salutary, 


bringing every day two oxen and five rams, 
with year-old lambs and kids: And in this 
manner for twelve ſucceſſive days they facriti- 
2 one of their number officiating every 

ay. 8 101 
Moz/es aſcended no more into mount Sinai; 
but frequenting the tabernacle, received from 
God all inſtructions, with relation both to go- 
vernment and laws; which being better than 
any that could have been contriv'd by human 
wiſdom, thorough all ages have been religiouſ] 
kept, becauſe they were beliey'd to be a Gift 
from God : So that neither in peace out of 
luxury, nor in war through neceſſity, could 
the Hebrews be drove to violate one of them. 
But I refer this ſubject to another book, which 
I defign to write upon the laws. 
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Shall now give an account of ſome laws that 
1 were made for facrifices and purification; 
ſince it has fallen in my way to make mention 
of them. Sacrifices then are different in kind; 
of which one ſort is made for private perſons, 
the other for all the people; and they are 
done two different ways: In one the whole 
that is offered is conſumed by fire, and thence 
it took the name of Holocauſt The other, being 
appointed as a return of thanks for the bene- 
fits received, is given for a feaſt to thoſe who 
execute the ceremony; but of the former fort 
I thall firſt treat. A private man, when he 
offers a burnt-ſacrifice, he muſt bring an ox, a 
lamb or a kid; each of the two laſt an year 
old, but oxen may be taken of a more advanced 
age ; all however muſt be males that are whol- 
ly burnt. Theſe being killed, the prieſts pour out 
the blood round upon the altar, then having 
cleaned them, cut them in pieces, and ſalted 
them, he puts all upon the altar where wood 
enough has been laid, and the fire a burning; but 
the feet and inteſtines of the victims, with the 
reſt of the parts, mult firſt be carefully waſhed, 
and with incenſe purified, before they are ſuper- 
added to thoſe upon the altar, the prieſts being 
allowed the skins to themſelves : And after this 

manner are the burar offerings performed. 

But when they offer a ſacrifice for thankſgiv- 
ing, the beaſts muſt be of the ſame kind; how- 
ever they muſt be ſound, and more than a year 
old, and males with females, When theſe are 
preſented, the altar is ſprinkled with the blood; 
bur the reins and caul, and all the fat with the 
lobe of the liver, rogether with the tail of the 
lamb, are laid upon the altar ; then giving the 
breaſt and the right leg to the prieſts, they 
feaſt for two days upon the reſidue; but what 
happens to be left is conſumed with fire. 

After the ſame manner as is obſerved in that 
of thankſgiving, they perform the facrifice for 

fins. But thoſe, who are not of ability to 
purchaſe larger victims, make an oblation of 
a pair of turtle doves, or of young pigeons; one 
of which is made a burnt facrifice, and the other 
a gift to the prieft : But I ſhall write more 
accurately about theſe matters, when I come 
to treat of ſacrifices, He who through igno- 
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B* a precept of the law, an year-old lamb 
muſt be daily ſacrificed at the publick 
charge, morning and evening ; but-upon ever 
ſeventh day, which is called the Sabbath, they 
Kill two, ſacrificing after the ſame manner. 
Upon the ſolemnities of the new moons, the 
both offer the daily victims, and alſo two oxen 
with ſeven lambs of an year's growth, and a 
ram: But a kid for expiation of fin, where any 
"my has happened through oblivion. 
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rance falls into fin, offers a lamb, and a female 
kid of the ſame age; and the prieſt ſprinkles the 
blood upon the altar, but not as before, only 
on the extremities of the corners: The reins 
too, and all the fat, with the lobe of the liver, 


they bring to the altar. The prieſt's portion 


here conſiſts in the skins, and the fleſh, which 
they muſt eat the ſame day in the temple, for 
the law allows it not to be reſerved 2 next 
day. Then he, who is conſcious to himſelf 
that he hath committed a ſin, yet no man to 
accuſe him, is to bring a ram by the command 
of the law; whoſe gelt the prieſts eat in the 
temple the ſame day. And the princes, mak- 
ing ſacrifices for their own ſins, obſerve the 
ſame manner that the private men do, differing 
only in this, that they preſent a bull and a 
kid, both being males. | 
The law likewiſe enjoins, that in publick, 
as well as private facrifices, the fineſt flower 
ſhould be made uſe of; to a lamb, the mea- 
ſure of an Aſſaron, for a ram two, and with # 
bull three. This they temper with oil, and 
conſecrate upon the altar; for even oil is pre- 
pared by thoſe that make an offering: For an 
ox, the half of an hin; for a ram, the third 
part of this meaſure; and, for a lamb, the 
fourth part. An Hin is an ancient meaſure of the 
Hebrews, and makes about two Attic Choas, 
or nine quarts. In the ſame proportion too 
they make a preſent of wine as they did of oil ; 
for wine they ſprinkle upon the altar : And if 
any one, not offering ſacrifice, but in conſe- 
quence of a vow brings flower, a ſmall handful 
of it is firſt put upon the altar; then the reſt is 
beſtowed upon the prieſts for food, and is ei- 
ther boiled, (for there is a mixture of oil in it, 
or made into bread : But what offering ſoever the 
prieſt makes, muſt all be burnt, Moreover the law 
forbids, to ſacrifice the young of any kind upon 
the ſame day and place with its dam ; and thar 
not till it 1s eight days old, There are other 
ſacrifices for the cure of diſeaſes, or upon ano- 
ther account, in which wine is offered with the 
victims: And of theſe to keep any thing for 
next day 1s againſt the law, the prieſts taking 
thence their own portion. | 


CHAP. I. 


How the Feſtivals, and orber ſolemn Times, were ordered to be kept. 


Moreoyer upon the ſeventh month, which the 
Macedonians call Hyperbereteus, beſide the 
above mentioned, is offered a bull and a ram, 
and ſeven lambs, and a kid for fins. 

Upon the tenth day of the ſame month, (by 
lunar computation, ) they faſt till evening; and 
the ſame day make an offering of a bull and 
a ram, and ſeven lambs ; and tor ſins, a youn 

oat : Over and above theſe, two kids are 


8 one whereof is to be ſent into the 
wilderneſs, 
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wilderneſs, as a deprecation of future ills, and 
a preſent expiation of fins tor all the people : 
Then taking the ſecond to a convenient ſpot of 
ground at a ſhort diſtance from their tents, 
without any purification, by fire they reduced 
it to aſhes skin and all. And the bull, which 
is not a gift of the people, but got ready at 
the proper expence of the high prieſt, muſt 
likewiſe be a complete ſacrifice: After the 
death, he carries the blood both of the bull 
and kid into the inner tabernacle, ſprinkling it 
with his finger ſeven times npwards to the 
cover, and as often downwards to the floor, 
an4 again as often in the outer tabernacle round 
the altar of gold ; then taking what remained 
into the court, he pours it out round the bigger 
altar. Beſides, the extreme parts of the bull 
and goar, and the reins and the fat, with the 
lobe of the liver, are laid upon the altar. Alſo 
the high prieſt gives a ram of his own for a 
ſolid facrifice to Heaven. 

But upon the fifteenth day of the ſame month, 
the ſeaſon now inclining towards winter, he 
gives in command to fix and join together their 
rents, family to family, as a precaution for 
themſelves againſt the nipping colds and ſtorms 
from the rime of year: And when they ſhould 
arrive at their own country, and ſettle in that 
city, which becauſe of the tabernacle was to 
be called their Metropolis, then they were or- 
dered to ſolemnize a feaſt for eight days, and 
to make both ſolid and pacifick ſacrifices to 
God; bearing in their hands a bundle compo- 


ſed of Myrtle and Willow, with branches of the 


Palm- trees, adding a Pome-citron. Upon the 
firſt of theſedays, they were to perform ſolid 
ſacrifices with thirteen oxen and fourteen lambs, 
and two rams and a kid, in reconciliation for 
ſins. Upon the following days, the ſame num- 
ber too of lambs and rams together, with a 
kid muſt be offered in ſacrifice : But every day 
deducting one ox; at laſt they fall to ſeven. 
'Then the eighth day is a reſt from all manner 
of work, and they do ſacrifice (as we ſaid be- 
fore,) with a calf and a ram, and ſeven lambs ; 
and, for their ſins, with a kid. And theſe rites 
the Hebrews religiouſly obſerve, as the manner 
and cuſtom of their country. N 

But upon the month Xanthicus, which is 


Niſan with us, and begins the year, the four- 
teenth day as to the moon, the ſun exiſting in 


Aries, (for this month we were made free from 
the ſervitude of Apt, ) we are commanded by 
the law to keep an anniverſary ſacrifice, called 
Paſcha, which we performed (as has been al- 
ready ſaid, ) at the time that we left Agypt; 
and this we ſolemnize in tribes, reſerving no- 
thing of the victims for next day. But upon 
the fifteenth day, the Paſcal is ſucceeded by 
the ſolemn office of the Azymz, that continues 
ſeven days, through which ſpace they muſt 


not taſte bread that has been fermented, and 


every day two bulls are killed, and one ram 
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and ſeven lambs: And theſe are burnt-ſacrifices, 
a goat being likewiſe added as a ſin- offering, 
and given for an entertainment to the prieſts. 
On the ſecond day of Azymi, (and that is the 
ſixteenth of the month) of corn the ſame day 
cut down, (for ſooner they touch it not,) they 
gather in a part; and thinking it but juſt and 
reaſonable to do honour firſt to Him, from 
whom they had received all, after this manner 
they make a preſent of the firſt-fruits of the 
barley : Having dried, and in a mortar pounded 
an handful of ears, and carefully . cleaned it 
from the bran, they carry an Aſſaron to the 


altar ; and laying a ſmall quantity of it upon 


the ſame, leave the reſt for the prieſts. And 
after this ceremony all the people are autho- 
rized, as well privately as publickly, to begin 


their harveſt; but firſt they give a lamb for a 


ſolid ſacrifice to God. : | 
The ſeventh week from this ſacrifice being 
elapſed (ſeven weeks making the number of 
forty- nine days,) upon the fiftieth day, which 
the Hebrews call Alartha, (which fignifies the 
ſame as Pentecoſtos, or fiftieth,)they make an of- 
tering to God of bread made with leaven, of two 
Aſſarons of the fineſt flower; and for a ſacrifice 
two lambs. And theſe being ſolely oblat ions 
to God, are ſerved up in a ſupper for the priefts, 
of which nothing is allowed to be lett *rill 
next morning. They likewiſe kill for an whole 
ſacrifice three calves, two rams, and fourteen 
lambs, with two goats, for ſin: But no one of 
the holy days is celebrated without making a 
burnt-ſacrifice, and a vacation indulged from 
all manner of labour. And in all of them, the 
law preſcribes as well the manner of the ſacri- 
fice, as a ceſſation from work; and after ſacri- 
fice, an entertainment. 
As for the ſacred unleayened bread it is fur- 
niſhed by the publick ; and twenty-four Aa- 
rons of fine flower are laid out in making it. 
Theſe loaves are prepared on the day before 


the ſabbath, and being brought upon the morn- 


ing of the ſabbath, are placed upon the Holy 
Table, ſix to ſix fronting one another; then 
ſetting a diſh of gold filled with frankincenſe 
above them, therethey remain till next ſabbath; 
at which time others are fetched to ſupply their 
room. Thoſe which were removed, are for food 
to the prieſts ; and the frankincenſe is thrown 
into the conſecrated fire, with which, accordin 


to cuſtom, they conſume the ſolid facrifices ; 


and other incenſe in its place is put over the 
bread. But the prieſt at his own charge, and 
twice every day, offers to God flower mace- 


rated with oil, and hardened by a gentle heat; 


the meaſure of the flower is one Aſſaron One 
half part of which he commits to the fire in the 
morning, and the other at night ; the reaſon of 
all theſe matters we ſhall afterwards more ac- 
curately explain. But let it ſuffice to have ſaid 


thus much of them in this place. 
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of PURIFICATIONS. 


Levi from the community of rhe people, 
ro be ſacred from thenceforth, purified them 
with fountain water that perpetually flows, 
and ſacrifices which are in uſe to be celebrated 
upon ſuch an occaſion. To their cuſtody he 
entruſted the tabernacle, the ſacred veſlels, and 


every other thing made for the ſervice of the 


tabernacle, their work conſiſting in miniſtring 
to the prieſts, as they ſhould command them; 


for now the Levites were conſecrated to God. 
As to the uſe of living creatures, an ordi- 


nance was eſtabliſhed, directing which they 
might eat, and from which they ſhould ab- 
ſtain. If ar any time an opportunity comes in 
our way, we ſhall declare the parriculars, ad- 
ding likewiſe the reaſons that were the motives 
to permit ſome of them for food, and to pro- 
hibit the uſe of others. To forbear eating 


any manner of blood, was ſtrictly enjoined, 


becauſe it contains the life and ſpirits of the 
creature. We are alſo prohibited to touch 
the fleſh of an animal that dies of itſelf ; or to 
cat the caul and fat of a goat, a ſheep or a 
bullock. 

Perſons infected with a leproſy, or waſting 
with a running iſſue, were put out of the city. 
And alſo the women, while under their na- 
tural infirmity, are oblig'd to live apart till the 
feventh day; after which time, they may re- 
turn to the company of men. In like manner, 
thoſe who had the care of funerals, might, 
after the ſame number of days, come into con- 


verſation. But if any one, after an expiration 


of this complement of days, is not thoroughly 
clean, he muſt offer by the law two lambs, one 
for an intire ſacrifice, and the other a refreſh- 
ment to the prieſts. The ſame method is ob- 
ſerv'd by thoſe, who have a profiuvium of 
ſeed ; bur he who has been polluted in his 
ſleep, if he enters into the cold water, is put 


to no farther trouble than thoſe who upon 


lawful days have accompanied with their wives. 
The lepers are, while ſuch, exterminated the 
city, having no commerce with apy body, 
and differing in little from the dead: But if 
one of theſe by fervent prayers, obtains of 
God a cure for the diſtemper, and recovers a 
found complexion, he muit not fail to teſtify 
his gratitude various ways, which we ſhall 
ſometime after ſhew. 


From whence ariſes a full and evident proof 


of the groundleſs and invidious reflection of 


thoſe: who ſay, that leproſy was the motive 
that induced Moy/es to fly Agypt; and that the 
fame alſo was the cauſe that the Hebrews (whom 
atterwards he conducted towards Canaan,) were 
expelled that country. For had this been true, 
by no means Moy/es te his own ſhame and in- 
tamy, would ever have made ſuch a law, which 
even he himſelf, beyond all doubt, would have 
oppoſed, had it been propoſed to be made by 


OE having ſeparated the tribe of 


another, Moreover; it is ſeen that in many na- 
tions, there are perſons Leprous, who are raiſed 
into honour ; and ſo far are they from puniſh- . 
ing them with contumely-and exile, that they 
have bore high offices in war, and been at the 
head of the adminiſtration at home, and have 
been to frequent ſacred places and temples. 
Moreover, had any diminution of dignity fol- 
lowed either him; or the multitude under 
his conduct, from the deformities of colour, 
no lett or impediment ſtood in his way, to pre- 
vent better laws being made with regard to 
lepers ; far leſs could he have decreed miſery 

and detriment of this ſort. It is therefore ma- 


nifeſt, that malice is the ſource of all this ob- 


loquy : But oy/es being free himſelf from this 
intection, and likewiſe all his countrymen, 
eſtabliſhed laws amongſt them againſt this im- 
purity, in duty and deference to the glory and 
honour of God. But as to this affair, every 
one is at liberty to think as he pleaſes. 
Women, after having been delivered of a 
male child, were forbid entring into the Temple, 
or.the tonch of any thing ſacred till the fiftieth 
day: But if they were brought to bed of 
females, that number of days was then by the 
law to be doubled. Nevertheleſs, when after 
the time, as we have ſaid, prefix'd, they make 
their entry, ſacrifice is to be kill'd, which the 


_ prieſts offer to God. 


If any one ſuſpects his wife to be an adulte- 
reſs, he is to bring an Aſſaron of barley meal, of 
which throwing a pugil or ſmall quantity upon 
the altar, the reſt is given for food to the 
prieſts. Then one of the prieſts taking the 
woman to the porch, which is oppoſite to the 
temple, and uncovering her head, writes the 
name of God upon a parchment, and makes 
her ſwear to this purpoſe, That ſhe has not in 
any manner of way injur'd her husband, and 
wiſhes therefore that if ſhe has violated her 
chaſtity, that her right leg may be conſumed, 
and a ſwelled belly her death; but if through 
an exceſs of loye and jealouſy thence ariſing, 
the husband has fallen into an unjuſt ſuſpicion, 
that 1n ten months after ſhe may bring forth 
a ſon. This ſolemnity being finiſhed, the prieſt 
dipping the divine writing 1n water, pours that 
water into a phial; then lifting a little of the 
firſt duſt he lights upon in the tabernacle, 
puts it into the phial, and gives it to the 
woman to drink: 'The woman, if ſhe has 


been unjuſtly accuſed, both proves with child, 


and at the end of the time brings forth a ſon : 
But if ſhe has renounced the vow of fidelity 
given to her husband, and broke her oath to 
God, ſhe dies an ignominous death; the leg 
rots by plece-meal, and a tumid belly ſuffo- 
cates. And theſe are what Moyſes preſcribed 
to his countrymen concerning their ſacrifices 
and purifications. But other laws he gave them 
alſo, which are as follows: 
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CH AP, III. 

Various L A W S. 

AGAINST adultery was made a perpe- 
tual edict, as it was the very bajjs of 
happineſs,” to have juſt and noble ſentiments 


with relation to marriage; and the great inte- 
reſt of the republick, as well as private fami- 


common, and without any reſtraint upoil 15 
it, but of promiſcuous uſe, as well to foreign Fr 
ers as natives. And the ſame appointment 7 
likewiſe was to take effect after a ſever) 
weeks of years, all which put together, come 
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lies, to be ſecure from baſtardy. 
Criminal converſation was altoget her pro- 
hibited, by the laws eſtabliſhed by Moyſes, 
under various and ſevere penalties, with 
perſons nearly related or allied, ſuch as mo- 
thers, mothers-in-law, aunts, ſiſters, ſon's 
wires, the carnal knowledge of whom was de- 
reſted, and eſteem'd a moſt abominable wick- 
edneſs : Alſo to approach a woman in her ſepa- 
ration for uncleanneſs. Moreover, an appetite 
to beaſts, or for males to burn in love towards 
males, where a baſe and unnatural pleaſure 1s 
ſought, was moſt ſtriEtly forbid. And ſuch as 
dared inſolently to tranſgreſs any of the above 
laws, were capitally puniſhed. 
But the prieſts were oblig'd to a greater 
degree of ſanctity than others; for beſides that 
they were to abſtain from the forc-mention'd 
crimes, it was provided by law, that they ſhould 
not marry women that had been proſtitutes; nor 
take to wite a ſlave, or captive, or one that had 
earned her bread in a tavern, or victualling- 
houſe ; or which, upon any cauſe whatever, had 
been divorced by a former husband. As to the 
high prieſt, he was not by the law allowed even 
to marry a widow, though this was a libert 
enjoyed by the reſt of the prieſts; but he was 
permitted only to wed a virgin, whom he was 
to keep: For the ſame reaſon he was not to go 
near any dead perſon; when yet other prieſts 
were not denied a licence to ſee their dead bro- 
thers, and parents, and children. Beſides, they 
were to be men both of ſound bodies, and an 
integrity of manners, without defect, having 
no ſpot either inward or outward. But it 
there chanced to be a prieſt that had a blemiſh 
in his body, he might notwithſtanding take his 
portion with the other prieſts, but was not al- 
low'd to come near the altar, or enter into 
the tabernacle. And not only in executing 


their ſacred office, was purity preſcribed, but 


likewiſe an exact care, that in every other 
part of life their conduct might be unblame- 
able. Thoſe therefore who put on the holy 
veſtments, are men without a ſtain, and withal 
chaſte and abſtemious ; being iuterdicted the 
uſe of wine only while they wear the ſacred 
robe, and officiate in the temple. Beſides, 
they muſt offer ſolid ſacrifices, and ſuch as 
have no defect. Fo 
All theſe laws they were to obſerve, even 
while living in the wildernefs, but there were 
others that had a future proſpect, and were 
not to take place, till after the poſſeſſion ef 
Canaan. Every ſeventh year was eſtabliſhed a 
reſt to the land both from tillage and planting, 
as before was given the people upon every 
ſeventh day a ceſſation from labour. The 
voluntary product of the earth was to be 


to fifty years: This fiftieth year is called 
vgs by the Hebrews ; in which all debtors 

ave a general releaſe, and thoſe ſervants 
regain their liberty, who, being of the conte- 
derate tribes, but having violated one or 
other of the laws, forfeited their freedom, in 
regard they had been ſaved from death. All 
lands were in this year to be reſtored to 
their firſt proprietors after this method: 
Upon the welcome approach of Fobe/, which 
ſignifies liberty, the ſeller and purchaſer of 
an eſtate meet, and having taken an exact 
eſtimate of the fruits, together with all ex- 
pences that have been laid out upon the pur- 
chaſe, if thoſe are found of greater value than 
theſe, the ſeller immediately receives poſſeſſion. 
But if the charge exceeds the profit, the pur- 
chaſer, upon ſatisfaction made him for the de- 
ficiencies, reinſtates the ſeller in his property. 


And where an income happens only to coun- 


tervail the charge, the poſſeſſion alſo returns to 
its original owner. The ſame method is likewiſe 
to be kept, by virtue of the ſaid law, as to 
houſes, in the ſale of ſuch as are ſituated 
in villages: For the purchaſe of thoſe that 
ſtand in a city, is regulated otherwiſe, and 
in this manner: If within the ſpace of a year 
the money is return'd, the buyer is oblig*d to 
reſtore the houſe ; bur if once a complete year 
has paſſed, the right of poſſeſſion is eſtabliſhed 
and confirm'd'to the purchaſer. Moy/es,; while 
the army lay encamp'd under mount Sinai, re- 
ceiv'd theſe laws from God, and gave them in 
writing to the Hebrews, 

All matters relating to the civil government 
being well to his mind adjuſted, he turn'd him- 
ſelf next to review the army, with a deſign to 
give a cloſe application to military affairs. He 
commanded therefore all the principals of the 
tribes, excepting that of Levi, to make an ac- 
curate report of all, who were of an age fit 
for military ſervice, For the Levites bein 
conſecrated to the miniſtry of God, had an 
exemption from all other offices. In conſe- 
quence of theſe orders the army being muſter'd, 
there were found, from the twentieth year of 
age, to the fiftieth, ſix hundred thouſand, three 
thouſand fix hundred and fifty men, able to 
bear arms. Burt in the room of Levi, into the 
number of princes, he raiſed Manaſſes the ſon 
of Joſeph, and inſtead of Fo/eph ſubſtituted 
Ephraim. For Jacob (as we have already ſaid) 
obtain'd of Foſeph a right, by an adoption, to 
his ſons. 

While the army was not on a march, the ta- 
bernacle ſtood in the center, three tribes raking 
their ſtations at each ſide, and between theſe 
were left ſpaces open to walk in. I hey had 
likewiſe a marker, and goods ſeverally * 
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d ſet out to ſale in a neat order; and all 
Ce of tradeſmen kept here their ſhops ; 
ſo that it reſembled a moveable city travel- 
ling up and down. The Prieſts were aſſign- 
ed their poſts round about the rabernacle ; 
next to them quarter'd the Levites, being in 
number (for even they, as many as were males, 
and of and above the age of thirty days, had 
been computed,) twenty three thouſand, eight 
hundred and eighty, In whatever place a 
cloud deſcended, and abode upon the taber- 
nacle, there, in an aſſurance of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, they remain'd ; but when the cloud remo- 
ved, they forthwith marched to another place. 

Moyſes, under Heaven's auſpicious care, was 
the firſt inventor of a Trumpet, directing 1t 
ſhould be made of ſilver, and in this form: In 
length it is ſomething leſs than a cubit, its 
pipe ſtraight, a little thicker than a flute ; but 
as to the cavity which was proper to receive 
and convey the wind, like another Trumpet, 
ending in a ſmall bell: In the Hebrew language 
it is called Aſofra. Two of theſe being made, 
one of them was in uſe to intimate and aſſemble 


a full convocation of the people; by the ſecond, 
a prieſt gave the ſignal when the princes ſhould 
meet to conſult about their own affairs: But 
upon the ſound of both, the princes as well as 
the people muſt give an attendance. 

When the tabernacle came to be moved, this 
was the ſolemn order: At the firſt alarm of 
the Trumpet, thoſe, who had their tents fitua- 
ted to the eaſt, began their march : On the 
next ſignal, thoſe quarter'd to the ſouth : Then 
the tabernacle being taken down, was carried 
in the center between fix tribes in the front, 
and fix in the rear; all the Levites aſſiſting 
about the tabernacle : But at the third ſound 
of the Trumpet, thoſe to the weſt moved ; 
and upon the fourth ſer out the reſt, who had 
their ſituation upon the north. And theſe Trum- 
pets were uſed likewiſe in the Holy Miniftry, 
whenever ſacrifices were brought to the altar, 
as well upon the ſabbaths, as other days. Bur 
then firſt of all, from the time of their deli- 
verance out of Agypt, was the ſacrifice called, 
The Paſchal commemorated in the Deſart. 


CHAP. XIII. 
How Moy ſes conducted the People from Mount Sinai, to the Confines of the Cananites. 


N a ſhort time after they departed from mount 
I Hinai, and after a few ſtations by the way, 
they atriv'd at a place which bears the name of 
Eſermot h. And there again the people roſe 
into a mutiny, and objected to Moyſes the many 
calamities they had ſuffer'd in their journey- 
ing, and that, by his advice, having forſaken 
a moſt fertile country, to compenſate the 
loſs, and in room of the felicity he had pro- 
miſed to give them, they were now reduced to 
wander about in miſery, afflicted with a ſcar- 
City of water, and ſhould it happen that Manna 
failed them too, they muſt undoubtedly die of 
famine. As they thus continued to belch out 
reproaches againſt a man of conſummate merit, 
one of the multitude ftept out, and bid them 
with gratitude regard Moyſes, and not forget 
the many great things he had brought about 
for the common weal, nor at preſent deſpair of 
the mercy and aſſiſtance of God. This friendly 
ad monition but the more vehemently irritated 
the people, who now {well into a greater tu- 
mult, and with double rage bear in upon 


„ 


No. 7. 


Moyſes ; who ſeeing them quite de jected, 
and without all hope, promiſed and aſſuted 
them, however contumeliouſly they had abuſed 
him, he would notwithſtanding be an inſtrument 
to prepare for them a ſufficient quantity of fleſh, 
and not for one day only, but many. But they 
not only ſhew'd a diffidence to him, but one 


of them put the queſtion, hence he thought 


Aeſb could come to ſupply the neceſſities of ſo 


many thouſands of people? The Great Gop, 
(ſaid he,) and I, how much ſoever contemned by - 
you, will never ceaſe from having a fatherly 
tenderneſs for you; and that which I have pro- 
miſed, is but at a ſmall diſtance from you. This 
he had no ſooner ſaid, than the camp was jm- 
mediately cover'd in every place with quails, 
and going about, they gather' d them. But 
ſoon after God ſent a judgment upon them, 
for this their inſolent and ſeditious carriage; 
and a great number of them were ſtruck to 
death: So that even to this day, the place re- 
tains the name of Cabrot haba, that is, The 


Tomb of Luft, 
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CH AP... . 
How Moyſes ſent ſome of the People to ſpy out the Land of the Canaanites, and the 


Greatneſs of their Cities And how thoſe who were ſent, having returned after 
forty Days, and made a Report how weak themſelves were, and vaſt the Power 0 


the Canaanites, threw the Multitude into ſuch 4 Conſlernation and Deſpair, that 


they formed a Reſolution, firſt with Stones to murder Moyles, and afterwards to 
go back to their former Servitude in gypt. 


T OY SES having thence march'd the 
army into a place called Pharanx, 
ſtandiug upon the confines of Canaan, and hard 


- to live in, ſummoned the people to anaudience, 


where, getting up in the midſt of them, he 
ſpoke to this purpoſe : 


© Omnipotence having been graciouſly pleas'd 
< to charge the wheels ot time with two bleſ- 
© ſings for us, Liberty, andthe dominion of an 
© happy land, one irom his beneficence you now 
8 ap and the other will quickly follow; 
© for we reſide at preſent upon the borders of 
the Canaanites Nor ſhall it be in the power 
of any king, or any city, or the combined 
force, of all the nations to prevent our ſet- 
tlement in the country. Let us therefore 
prepare courageouſly to make an irruption; 
for it is not to be expected that the natives 


out a ſtruggle ; nor can we hope but by great 
battles to attain and toaſcertain the conqueſt: 
In the mean time my counſel is, that ſpies 
be ſent to ſearch and examine the fertility of 
the land, and ſtrength of the inhabitants. 
But above all, let us be of one and the ſame 

mind, and place our chief truſt and confi- 
dence in the Power of Powers, who has al- 
ways hitherto aided and aſſiſted us.“ 


Ga GS , . 4 4.6 . 


Moyſes having made an end, the people praiſe 
and approve his advice; and ſoon after he 
choſe twelve men of the moſt eminent dignity, 
out of every tribe one, to diſcharge this of- 
fice : Who, from the borders of AÆgypt, ſur- 
veying all the poſſeſſions of the Canaanites, 
arrive at the city of Amathe, ard the mountain 
Libanus And having made a diligent enquiry 
into the ſeveral natures both of the foil 


and people, after the ſpace of . forty days 


return to the camp. Having therefore 
brought along with them a taſte of the 
fruits of that land, with the beauty and im- 
menſe plenty of which, they ſaid the country 
abounded ; this account of a ſudden inſpir'd 
courage into the people, and an ardent incli- 
nation to begin the war. But again they ter- 
rified them from that attempt, by tepreſent- 
ing the difficulty of the acquiſition, tellin 

them that they had rivers to paſs, ſo broad and 
deep, that there was no croſſing them, and 
mountains ſteep and inacceſſible to travel- 
lers; and their cities not only were made ſtrong 


with walls, but outworks and fortifications: 


will tamely ſurrender their poſſeſſions, with- 


They likewiſe made report, that in Chebron 
they found a race of giants. After this manner 
the fpies, affirming that all they had ſeen, 
exceeded any thing they had met with ſince 
they left Agypt, not only ſunk their own 
courage, but made it their buſineſs to affect the 
multitude with the ſame vain terror. 

The people from the report made, judg- 
ing it next to an impoſſibility, ever to be 
maſters of that country, and being permitted 
to go home with their wives and children, 
mourned and deplored their fate; as if the 
Great Arbiter of all things had in fact never 
given any help, but only promiſed in words 
Many and Great Things. Wherefore they be- 
gin again to inveigh againſt Moyſes, and cry out 
againſt both him and his brother Aaron, the 
high prieſt. And in this inquietude and hu- 
mour of heaping up reproaches, they ſpent the 
night; but in the morning they came to the 
place of council, with a deſign to kill both 
Moyſes and Aaron, and return into Agypt. 

In the number of thoſe that went to ſearch 
the land, were Foſbuah, the ſon of Navenus, 
of the tribe of Ephraim, and Chaleb, of the 
tribe of Judah, who from the evil conſe- 
quence, went in amongſt the people, with an 
endeavour to ſtill the tumult, begging them 
to riſe into hope, and neither accuſe God, nor 
raſhly believe them, who with empty clamours 
had filled their ears with ſtories of the Canaa- 
nites, but rather hearken to thoſe, who prompt- 


ed them to felicity, and the certain enjoyment 


of every good thing: For, (continued they, ) 
neither the vaſt heighth of mountains, nor the 
depth of rivers, can be a let or obſtacle in the 
way of men reſoly'd to behaye bravely, eſpeci- 
ally ſince the Divine Majeſty will keep and ſu- 
ſtain them in the battle. Let us therefore 
march, (aid they,) againſt our enemies, with- 
out all fear, or ſuſpicion of difficulty; and having 
Almighty Power for your Governor and Protec- 
tor, in ſure hope and confidence of victory, fol- 
low us: And thus they labour'd to mitigate 
the paſſions of the people. But Moyſes and 
Aaron falling upon the ground, humbly prayed 
and addrefled God, not for their own ſafety, 
but to free the people from ignorance, and en- 
dow them with minds, that might look down 
with contempt upon the preſent hardſhips and 
aſperities. Then the cloud appear'd, and 
upon the tabernacle reſting, declar'd the Di- 
Vine Preſence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV, : 
How Moyſes, moved with Indignat ion, predicted, that the Infinite Majeſiy would for 


che Term of forty 


ther return into 


OYSES, with a more than uſual emo- 
tion of mind, having met the people, 
ve them to know, that Heaven, offended at 
Pheir contumelies, would nb longer forbear 
puniſhing them ; yet not as their ſins merited, 
but in the common manner that fathers give 
chaſtiſement to their children: For while he 
ſtayed within the tabernacle, and with tears 
deprecated the total ruin of the people, Omni- 
potence was pleaſed to commemorate how ma- 
ny and how great benefits he had heaped and 
accumulated upon them, without the leaſt token 
of gratitude; and that now ſeduced by the 
timidity and cowardice of the ſpies, they 
gave greater credit to what they told them, 
than to his promiſes: For which reaſon, though 
he would not deſtroy them all, nor aboliſh 
their whole nation, becauſe he preterr'd them 
to the reſt of mankind ; yet he wquld not 1n- 
dnlge them the poſſeſſion of the land of Cana- 
an, or an enjoyment of its plenty and abun- 
dance; but bring it about, that without houſe, 
and without city, they ſhould conſume their 
life in the wilderneſs, ſuffering this puniſhment 
for their ſins. But to our children, he has 
promiſed, the poſſeſſion of this land and the 
enjoyment of that affluence of good things, 
which a perverſe and petulant behaviour in you 
has forfeited. | | 
But when Moyſes had given them this infor- 
mation from the Oracle of God, the people 
extremely lamented their misfortune; beggin 
Moyſes to make interceſſion for them with God, 
to deliver them from a wandring life in 
the wilderneſs, and give them to inhabit the 
Cities of liberty. Moyſes made anſwer, That 
an attempt of that nature, would be highly re- 
ſented; for that in the Divine Majeſty there being 
neither any thing that was raſh or humane to 
provoke to indignation, a decree of eternal wiſ- 
dom was not to be reverſed. But let it not 
ſeem a wonder, and incredible, that Myſes, 
being but one man, ſhould calm and pacify 
the turbulent paſſions of ſo many thouſands of 
people, and reduce them to a more ſound and 
Jedate ſtate of mind: For God aſſiſted him with 
His preſence, and cloathed his words with a 
force of conviction over the multitude. From 
diſobedience likewiſe they had often experi- 
enced, how little contumacy had availed them, 
becauſe thence they had mer with calamities. 
But Moyſes not only in that age in which he 
liv'd, was had in admiration for his ſingular 
virtue, and eminent power of gaining belief to 


Years, expand his Wrath over them : And that they ſhould nei- 
Egypt, nor attain the Poſſeſſion of Canaan, - 


what he ſaid; but even now in theſe our days, 
there 1s not one of the Hebrews, who would 
nor, as much as if he was preſent, and going 
to puniſh their inordinate manners, obey the 
laws he eſtabliſh*'d, even in the caſe that a 
tranſgreſſion could be ſafe from any fear of 


| diſcovery, But there are many other demon- 


ſtrations that his authority was more than hu- 


mane : For at a certain time, when ſome that 


inhabited beyond Euphrates, had in honour of 
our temple made a journey of four months, 
with great danger and expence, in order to do 
ſacrifice to God, they were not permitted to 
participate of the victims, Moyſes denying this 
to them who had not been juſtructed in our 
laws, nor, after the native cuſtoms of the coun- 
tty, converſant with us. And ſome truly not 
having ſacrificed at all, others leaving the ſa- 
crifices unfiniſh*'d, and many more being pro- 
hibited all acceſs into the temple, thought it 
convenient to go home; chuſing rather to give 
obedience to the laws and inſtitutes of Moy/es, 
than indulge their own pleaſure ; though they 
did not fear any one that might oppoſe them, 
their own conſcience only reſtraining them. 
Thus the appointment of laws, which is be- 
lieved to have been a Gift from God, was the 
reaſon that raiſed Mopſes into an eſteem above 
that of other men. Nay, even a little before 
the war manag'd againſt the Romans, durin 
the reign of Claudius over them, and the high- 
prieſthood of 1/mael with us, at a time when 
famine ſo grievouſly preſſed our country, that 
an Aſſaron of corn fetched four drachms, and 
of coarſe meal for the feſtival of Aaymi, were 
imported ſeventy Cors, (that is, one and thirt 
Sicilian Medimni, but forty and one Attic, the 
Medimnus being a meaſure containing ſix buſh- 
els,) yet no one of the prieſts, though in ex- 
treme want, preſum'd to touch the leaſt parti- 
cle of it, in relief of their neceſſities; fo 
great was their reverence of the laws, and fear 
of the wrath, with which the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven takes frequent vengeance, even of the moſt 
hidden fins. Wherefore it is not to be won- 
der'd, that ſuch glorious matters were then 
tranſacted, ſince likewiſe to this very day the 
writings tranſmitted us by Moyſes, have that 
ſtrength and authority, that even our greateſt 


enemies confeſs, that God himſelf, making uſe 
of Moy/es and his virtue, conſtituted our polity 


and manner of life, But of theſe occurrences, 
every man may, according to his capacity, 


judge. 


The END of the Third Bo o k of the Antiquities. 
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CHAP L 


The Hebrews, without the Permiſſion of Moyſes, give Battle to the Canaanites, and 


meet with a great Deſtruction. 


HE Hebrews, tired out with a 
22M miſerable and uncomfortable 
life in the wilderneſs, entered 
now into a reſolution, even 
without the command. of God, 
ro try their 
Canaanites; for not only would they not, in 
obedience to Moyſes, be kept within their tents ; 
but likewiſe without his direct ion, fancied them- 
ſelves an oyermatch tor their enemies; and be- 
an to load him with accuſations, and to ſuſpect 
that he took all methods whatever to detain 
them in calamitous circumſtances, that they 
might always want his help. They therefore 
made an attempt to break in upon the Cana- 
anites, pleaſing themſelves with theſe ſentiments, 
that the Father of Mercy gave, and extended 
help to them, not ſo much for the fake of 
Hoſes, as for the love he bore in general to 


their nation, upon account of their progeni- 


tors, whom he had greatly diſtinguiſned by 
his Care and Providence; and as at firſt for 
their virtue he had aſſerted them into liberty, 
but acted manſully, he 
would not diſcontinue his aſſiſtance. Nay, 
they did not ſtick to ſay, that of themſelves 
they were of ſtrength ſufficient to ſubdue thoſe 


nations, though they ſhould not have any ex- 


traordinary aſſiſtance from Heaven: And that 
it was entirely their intereſt to be at their own 
diſpoſal, and nor think of congratulating one 
another upon a deliverance from Ægyptian ſer- 
vitude, while they patiently ſubmitted 'to an 
uſurpation of Mſeyſes, and at his arbitrary plea- 
ſure liv'd bug-bear'd with an idle opinion, that 
the Divine Majeſty in benevolence to Mapſes, 
would only give charge to him concerning our 
affairs; as if we were not all of us the progeny 
of Abraham, but Heaven had mtruſted him 
alone with the management of all things, and 
in his breaſt ſolely lodg*d the knowledge of 
faturity : That therefore it was the moſt pru- 
dent courſe to deſpiſe the arrogance of Moy/es, 


fortune with the 


and repoſing all their confidence in God, coura- 
giouſly take poſſeſſion of the land that he had 
promiſed them ; and for this reaſon no longer to 
regard him, who, under a pretext of the Divine 


Oracle, was their hindrance. Thus animating 


themſelves, and puſh'd on too with refleCtions 
upon the wants and difficulties that oppreſſed 


them in the wilderneſs, they make what hafte 
they can to invade the Canaarites, begging God 


to be their General and Protector, but not ſtay- 
ing for the conſent and advice of Moyſes. 

This being concerted amongſt them, they 
march'd directly againſt the enemy ; and theſe 
indeed, neither diſpirited at the fierceneſs of 
the charge, nor the number of affailants, bravel 
receiv d them. But ſuch a ſlaughter of the He- 
brews, and general diſorder in their army enſu- 
ed, that in a little time none but ſtragglers 
were to be ſeen ſhamefully flying, and cloſely 
purſued to their very camp. Ill fucceſs having 
thus attended them contrary to their expecta- 
tion, they deſponded in mind, and look*d for no 
farther good; and concluded thence that the 
calamity was inflicted upon them from God, for 
daring to fight without his counſel, 1 

But Moyſes ſeeing his own people ſtruck with 
conſternation at this terrible diſaſter, and ap- 
prehending too that the Canaanites elevated 
with their recent victory, and through an ap- 
petite to more honour, might invade them, 
thought it the wiſeſt expedient to draw his 
forces off, at a diſtance from the enemy, into 
the deſert: And the people having again de- 
volv'd this authority upon him, (for now they 
were become ſenſible that without his direction 
and counſel no proſperity would follow them,) 
he decamped, and ret ir'd with them into the 
deſert; being of opinion, that chere they would 
willingly take up their quarters, and not think 
of another battle with the Canuaanites, till an ad- 
monition from God had pointed out to them 
the proper time. 


CHAP. 


of 8 


TheSedition of Corah, andthe People, againſt Moyſes and his Brother, about the Prieſtbod. 


S in great armies it is not unuſual to 

Ane eſpecially when thorough adverſe 
fortune they become ſullen and diſcontenred, the 
ſame thing alſo happened amongſt the eus; for 
being in number fix hundred thouſand, even 
granting that all things had proſperouſly ſuc- 
ceeded with them, it would have been dif- 
ficult perhaps to have contained ſo vaſt a mul- 
titude within the bounds of their duty, much 
more ſo, when they were afflicted with penury 
and calamities, and not only with anger burned 
one againſt another, but with fury roſe againſt 
their general. Wherefore ſuch a ſedition came 
into their heads, as neither among the Greeks, 
nor barbarous nations, we ever heard of ; mY 
which, having drove themſelves upon the brin 
of extreme danger, Moyſes, though but a little 
before he had narrowly eſcaped being ſtoned 


to death by them, not reſenting the injury, 


ave them a deliverance. And God did not ſo 
2 forget them, as to let them ſuffer any 
greater affliction; but though they had inſo- 
lently offended againſt their own lawgiver, 
and the mandates, which himſelf had by Moy/es 
given them; yet he reſcued them from the 


_ calamity, which ſedition, no doubt, would have 


involved them in, had not his mercy ſeaſonably 
interpoſed. This ſedition therefore, and the 
prudent reſolution of Mes, I ſhallinffantly 
deſcribe, when I have once premiſed the cauſe 
whence it ſprung. —_— 

Corah, being a man of the greateſt nobility 
and opulence, as affairs then went among the 
Hebrews, and not without a volubility of 
tongue, and excellently formed likewiſe for 
popular management, ſeeing Moyſes in the 
higheſt dignity, and at the helm of affairs, flamed 
with vehement envy, (for he belonged to the 
ſame tribe, and was his near relation, ) taking 
it inſupportably, from this conſideration, that 
he thought himſelt more worthy of the honour, 
upon account of his equality in birth, and ſu- 
periority in riches. And amongſt the Levites, 
(for they were of the ſame tribe,) and chiefly 
among relations, he exclaimed againſt Moyſes; 
urging, that it was an unworthy thing, that 
Moyſes ſhould attempt to wreſt all the glory to 
himſelf, and by unjuſtifiable arts acquire it, 
pretending that he was moſt obſeryant of God, 
at the ſame time that againſt the laws he be- 
ſtowed the prieſthood upon Aaron, not by the 
common ſuffrage of the people, but his own 
deſpotic will; and not otherwiſe than a tyrant, 
diſtributed all honours at his pleaſure. And he 
farther averred, that it was a matter of worſe 
conſequence, to bear private affronts, than pub- 
lickly to reſent them; becauſe ſuch a tame pro- 
ceeding not only ends in the ruin of the diſ- 
affected, but of all thoſe alſo who never dreamt 
ofany harm. For whoever is conſcious to him- 
ſelf, that he has merited honour, doubting no- 
thing ſues for it, and where diſappointed, boldly 
ſeizes it: But thoſe again who know they have 
no title, abſtain indeed from violence, affect- 
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| and moderate men,' 
while they make uſe of all the artifices of 
fraud and cunning, to compaſs their deſigns :' 
That it is the certain intereſt of a wiſe people, 
ſpeedily to puniſh thoſe who deviſe ſuch things, 
even whilſt - they conclude themſelves ſecure 
through the ſecreſy of their contrivances ; 
and not to ſuffer them by new acceſſions of power, 
ſo to magnify their ſtrength, as to put them in 
a capacity afterwards of becoming their ene- 
mies. For what colour of reaſon, /aid he, can 
Moyſes alledge, why he conferred the prieſt- 
hood upon Aron, and his ſons; for, if God, 
out of the tribe of Levi, would have decreed 


that honour to any one, he himſelf conſequently 


muſt have been preferred, being equal to Moy/es 
in nobility and merit, and in wealth and years 
preferable : But if the priority was to be ſet- 
led according to the antiquity of the tribes, . 
then beyond all controverſy, the tribe of Ruben 
ſhould have had the pre-eminence : and Da- 
than and Abiram, and Phalans, would be the 
men honoured with the dignity ; for they 
of that tribe are at once the eldeſt, and moit 
Spulen tet. EN | 

Thus ſpoke Corah, with an intention to make 
them believe he only minded their intereſt, 
when at 'the ſame time all his drift was to 
thruſt himſelf upon their ſhoulders into the 
honour of the prieſthood. And theſe things 
truly with a malignant view, though fair and 
ſpecious words were uttered among thoſe of 
his own tribe; but this diſcourſe ot his by de- 
grees reaching the ears of others, and every 
one of thoſe to whom it came, adding ſome- 
thing of their own to the reproaches againſt 
Aaron, the whole army at laſt join in the invec- 
tive, and are fired with the opprobrious lan- 
guage. With Cora h there aſſociated two hundred 
and fifty men of the firſt quality, among the 
Hebrews, endeavouring not only to eject Aaron, 
the brother of Moyſes, from the prieſthood, but 
to cover My ſes himſelf with ignominy. The 
multitude join in the mutiny, and in confuſion, 
and with great tumult, crowd together to their 


uſual place of meeting, with a bloody purpoſe 
to kill Moyſes with ſtones; and all, before 


the tabernacle, with one mind cried out, 
That the Tyrant muſt be pulled down, and the 
people delivered from a ſlavery to him, who, 
thorough the pretext of revelation, : 2a ng them 

S; for, (ſaid 
they,) if God had elected one to be an high 
prieſt, he would certainly have advanced a man 
of worth to that honour ; and not have exalted 
to the dignity him, who was inferior to many - 
And if it had been his will to confer the prieſt- 
hood upon Aaron, the grant would have pro- 
ceeded rather by a ſuffrage of the people, than an 
arbitrary. judgment of Moyſes. 

Moy/es, though he had previous intelligence 
of the calumnies of Corah,and ſaw too the tumul- 
tuous rage of the people, was not in, the leaſt 
intimidated; bur reſting in the conſcious ſatis- 
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faction of having well and juſtly adviſed and * ſacred office, that it may be claimed by thoſe. 
executed all affairs, and knowing that his bro- ( that wh a mind to contend for it; de- 
ther, not by any favour of his own, but by the < mafiding, in regard to his prior right, that 


Li) 


counſel of God, had arrived at the prieſthood, the conteſt may be ſubmitted to a reference, 
| and he, as well as:nthers; allowed the pri- 
vilege to put in a title: Wiſhing more ear- 
neſtly to ſee you without ſedition, than to re- 
poſſeſs that dignity, though even with the 
approbation of your own. ſuffrages he car- 
ried it. For an imputation of a fault can- 
not ariſe, if, what Heaven has beſtowed, 
we ſhould be known to have received it like- 
wiſe by your conſent. Add to this, an ho- 
nour which the Infinite Majeſty condeſcend- 
ed to give, without great impiety, could not 
be 19 Nay, it muſt have ſhewn a 
thorough abſence. of reaſon not to accept it. 
Since then the Almighty has alone the right 
of conferring this benefit, ler us refer the 
determination to him, who ſhall be the perſon 
to do ſacrifice for you, and preſide in holy 
things; for it would not be wiſdom in Crah, 
who is aſpiring to that high ſtation, to pre- 
ſume to take from God the power of con- 
ferring it on whom he will. Ceaſe there- 
fore to foment ſedition and mutiny, as to this 
affair, but to morrow, all you that are 
competitors, preſent. yourſelves, - bringing 
along with you from your houſes, cenſers 
with perfumes and fire. But even thou, O 
Corah, leave the judgment to God, and in 
this matter wait his ſentence, nor make thy 
ſelf, in thine own opinion, his ſuperior : But 
rather give an attendance, that in this man- 
ner it may be tried, whether or no that ae" 


ſtept Boldly fotth into the middle of the people, 


where, not directing his diſcourſe to them, but 
turning towards rah, and raiſing} his voice as 
high as he was able, (for beſides an uncommon 
dexterity in other things, he was by nature 
formed to ſway the multitude,) © To me, O 
* Corah, (Jai he) either thou, or any one out 
of theſe, ( for he pointed to the two hundred 
© and fifty conſpirators,) ſeem, worthy of ho- 


© nour; nor am I the man that would refuſe 


the whole people the ſame illuſtrious repu- 
< tation, though to you they ſhould yield, as 
< to wealth, and other qualities. And now I 
© have not beſtowed the prieſthood upen Aaron, 


with any regard to his ſuperiority in riches, 


© for thou in that particular excelleſt both him 
< and me; nor on account of the nobility of 
*. his race, for this, God has made common to 
© the confederate tribes, being all of us de- 
© icended of the ſame progenitor ; nor induced 
© by a brother's love, have I given to a bro- 
ther what any man elſe might have claimed. 
© For if, in the donation of that honour, I 
© had not preſerved an inviolable regard to 
©. God, and the laws, by no means ſhould 1 


© have negleCted myſelf to be liberal to ano 


A 


ther, ſince I to myſelf am nearer than a 
© brother, and by a cloſer tie bound to my- 
« ſelf than him. Nor was it the part of a 
< wiſe man, by an unjuſt act, to create danger 
to himſelf, that thence he might promote the 
© happineſs of another, But neither am I the 
perſon who would injure you; nor would 
Almighty God have ſuffered either himſelf 
to be contemned, or you to continue igno- 
rant what it was that ſhould moſt pleaſe 
him: Wherefore, ſince the Omnipotent has 
declared the choice of his own prieſt, he has 
made you know that no blame from this 
matter can be charged upon us. However, 
though not by any partiality in me, but by 
the will of God alone, he has obtained the 
prieſthood, yet he 1s willing before all this 
aſſembly, to lay down, and abdicate the 
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nat i ro be reſerved for thee, 
thin t moſt reaſonable, upon a double ac- 
coli, that Haran ſhould not be forbid acceſs 


to this arbitration, both as he is of the ſame 
tribe, and, in every thing elſe that relates to 
his conduct in his office, irreprehenſible. So 


the people, offer incenſe, and upon the riſe 
of the fumes, he whoſe oblat ion is moſt ac- 


vent all objeCtions againſt a brother, as it by 
fayour he had ſtole the dignity.” 


CHA F,:M 


How the Incendiaries were by the Will of God deſtroy'd; and Aaron, the Brother of : 


Moy ſes, together with his Sons, retained the Prieſthood, 


AO TSE had no ſooner come to a con- 
cluſion, but the multitude at once were 
quieted, and had no farther ſuſpicions of Meyſes; 
what he had ſaid was praiſed, unanimouſly 
agreed to, and thought moſt conſiſtent with their 
intereſt. And then indeed the aſſembly broke 
up. But next day, full of curioſity they met 
in crowds to be preſent at the ſacrifice, and de- 
ciſion, that was to terminate the controverſy 
about the prieſthood. Nor was this meeting 
without ſome commotion, the People being in- 
toxicated with lofty notions from an expecta- 
tion of what was to follow; and ſome were ele- 


yated with the hopes that Moyſes would be found 


guilty of wicked practices; but others of 


more judgment, that they ſhould ſee an end 
of troubles and diſorder: For they began 
to fear, that if the mutiny once got an head, 
the conſtitution muſt fall of courſe ; ſuch being 
their nature of the multitude, that they take 
delight in aſperſing magiſtrates, and may, by 
the moſt inſignificant ſpeech, be blown up in- 
to riots and ſedition. Moyſes, having diſ- 
patched meſſengers to Dathan and Abiram, 
left orders for them to come, in conſequence 
of their agreement, and attend the ſacred event. 
But they made anſwer, that they would 


neither obey the meſſage, nor longer ſuffer 
y en 8e, ng Mo) 2 


ſoon therefore as yon meet, in the face of 


ceptable to Heaven, ſhall be conſtituted your 
high prieſt: Which for the future, will pre- 


r to. increaſe in power, which by ſubrle 
ph had obtain d; doy/es upon this their re: 
oat, taking with him the elders of the people, 
who willingly follow'd him, went ſtreighr co 
Dat ban and his faction, who did not at all dread 
har, might ge ei iſſue of their pride and 
<b{linacy;, Then Dathan with thoſe” about 
him, upon the news that Moyes, accompanied 
with the chiefs of the people, was come to 
pay them a viſit, calling out both wivos and 
children, ſtood before their tents, doubtful in 
thought as to the deſign of Moyſes. They 
were ſurrounded too with their ſervants, that 
in caſe Moyſes offer d violence, theſe might 
%% ²˙· ·ͥ·¹ mùAm bs no 
But Moſes no ſooner approach'd them, than 
with hands extended towards Heaven, and in a 
voice loud enough to be heard by all the peo- 


ple, he expreſled himſelf. in theſe words : 


O God, the ſupreme Lord of all in Hea- 
c yen and earth and ſea (tor thou art the faith- 
c ful and impartial witneſs of my tranſactions), 
< by whoſe authority I have always acted, 
and the power that hath hitherto aſſiſted 
< me, (from whom is the mercy that hath 
c never failed the Hebrews in difficulties) 
© youchſafe me thy preſence, I beſeech thee, 
< and propitiouſly hear my prayer. Before 
< thee, both our actions and thoughts appear 
© naked and open. It is therefore my moſt 
c humble requeſt, that, in atteſtation of thy 
« ſervant's integrity, infinite truth may con- 
< yince this people, how ingratefully they have 
© uſed me. Thoſe things indeed that preceed- 
ed my birth, thou moſt perfectly knoweſt, 
yet not from report, but by thy immenſity 
of preſence which made them to exiſt: As to 
< my conduct fince, which theſe men, though 
they cannot but know, yet ſcandalouſly dare 
c aſperſe, graciouſly pleaſe to vouch it with 
< thine own irrefragable teſtimony, Whilit 
through thy bleſſing upon my innocence, and 
< the kindneſs of my father - in- lv] Raguel, I 
< kept in a ſweet receſs, my life was cheerful, 
< without any inquietude ; yet all that felicity 
< I forſook to devote myſelf wholly to miſe- 
© ries for the ſake of this people. And firſt 
© for their liberty; then afterwards for the 
common weal I have ſuffer*d many preſſures ; 
c and with alacrity, in all dangers, expoſed my- 
e ſelf. Now theęfore, becauſe I am ſuſpected 
< of fraud and Mijuſtice, even by thoſe who to 
© my care and ſolicitude owe their life and 
« ſatety,' Thou fountain of truth and mercy, 
© who ſhewedſt me that fire upon Mount Sinai 5 
and condeſcendedſt to let me then hear the 
divine voice, and thoughteſt me not unwor- 
4 
c 
£ 
» 


commandedit me to make haſte into Az pt, 
and there to reveal to this people thy pur- 
poſes ; who broughteſt to nought the proſpe- 
rity of Agypt, and gaveſt us an eſcape from 
their cruel ſervitude, and ſubjectedſt the ty- 
< ranny of Pharaoh to my rule; who, when we 
© knew not the way and were hard beſet, 


© turnedſt the ſea into dry land, and madeſt 


the ocean, that by thy might was before re- 
* ſkrain'd, reſume £ oy 


: nd glut its waves with the 
laughter of the Agjptians; who, when we 


Cc 


thy to ſee thy miracles in that place; who 
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© wete unarm' d, Tenteſt arms for our defence; 
* who madeſt the corrupt! waters flow ſoufid 
and pleaſant to the taſte, and fountains in 
relief of our extteme neceſſities to iſſue from 
the rock; who, whilſt we were deſtitnte of 
all food by land, didſt ſupply us from the 
© ſea; who, from heaven ſehteſt nouriſhment 
£ before neither ſeen nor heard of; who infu- 
fedſt into us the knowledge of thy laws, with 
© a beautiful ſyſtem of government; make it 
< appear, ſupreme arbiter of all things, as my 
© judge and irteproachable witneſs, that I have 
© neither taken reward from any of the Hebretos, 
to pervert juſtice and equity, nox ſaffer*d the 
poor, who had the better cauſe, to be dif- 
£ poſſeſſed or injured by their rich adverſaries; 
© nor by an exerciſe of power in any one thing 
* exerted myſelf to the detriment of the re- 
public; notwithſtanding which; I am charg' d 
* with a crime moſt abhorrent from my nature, 
* that without thy command, and only by my 
© favour, I have beſtow'd the Prieſthobod upon 
Aaron. Wherefore even now in meekneſs pub- 
liſh an irrefutable argument, that all things 
are govern'd and ſubſiſt by thy providence; 
and that no one thing by a fortuitous and 
voluntary effect, but, by thy breath alone 
diſpoſed, produces an event: And that thou 
extendeſt thy care to thoſe, who have done 
real ſervices to the Hebrews, in taking ven- 
geance of Abiram and Dathan, who have 
impeached thy wiſdom, as if my ambition 
could incline thy will. Manifeſt therefore 
thy judgment upon thoſe, who have detract- 
ed from thy glory, and to the end, no one 
may think that nothing has happen'd at 
their death, but what is incident to humanity, 
let them not die after the manner of other 
men; but let the earth, which they are un- 
worthy to tread upon, cleaving aſunder, 
conſume them with their families, and all 
their wealth. For this ſhall not only be an 
infallible demonſtration of thy - power, and 
communicate inſtruction, but an eminent 
warning to others not to preſume upon ſuch 
daring impiety for the future, nor entertain 
unbecoming ſentiments of thee. By this 
means too, even I ſhall be found thy faithful 
miniſter in an execution of all thy com- 
mands. But, if J have committed the crimes 
they load me with, preſerve them unhurt, 
and from all evil free; and the deſtruction J 
have imprecated upon them, let it fall upon 
myſelf. But puniſhment being once inflicted 
upon him, who had it in his thoughts to 
wrong thy people, let peace and amity re- 
vive, and be eſtabliſh'd, and the multitude 
kept obedient to thy precepts, granting them 
ta live a ſecure and happy life, and without 
all puniſhments which the wicked ſuffer. 
For thou knoweſt, it would not be conſiſt- 
ent with juſtice, that all the*1/7ae/ites ſhould 


come. involved in the penalty due to their 
wickedneſs. ? . 
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When in a flood of tears he had pronounced 
theſe words, of a ſudden, to the vaſt attoniſhment 
of all the people, the earth trembling, labour'd 
with a concuſſion like what riſes in the ſea, when 
high winds ſhake its waves; and with a loud 


burſt 
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only upon a a a 
really lamentable, but their relations who at 
firſt took no ſmall pleaſure in their miſerable fate. 
For this tremendous ſight made them forget alli- 
ance, and with joy approve the cœleſtial judge- 
ment: So concluding that Darhan with his 
aſſociates had periſhed, as the peſt and ruin of 
the republic, they totally ceaſed from deplo- 
ring the misfortune. 3 
© Mey/es then, in order to decide who ſhould 
be nominated ' prieſts, aſſembled thoſe who 
had thruſt themſelves in candidates for the 
office; that the man, whoſe ſacrifice appeared 
moft grateful, and acceptable to Heaven, might 
be dignified with the prieſthood. But when 


attendance was given by the two hundred and 


fifty men, who were reſpected both on account 
of the virtue of their anceſtors, and an em1- 
nent merit in themſelves, that ſeemed in the 
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NOtwithſtanding this remarkable judge- 
N ment a ſtop was not put to the ſedition; 
but it increaſed the more, and proceeded with 
greater fury. And ſuch a reaſon was urged why 
matters grew worſe daily, as made it almoſt 
impoſſible that ever the malady ſhould ceaſe. 
For though the people were firmly convinced in 
their own Minds, that nothing could be brought 
to paſs without the divine will, yet they 
believed alſo that theſe things had not been 
done but for the fake of Moy/es - Him 
therefore they charge as the cauſe of the late 
misfortune, perſuading themſelyes that, it had 
happened rather through the force of his in- 
treaties than the guilt of the ſufferers. And 
indeed (/aid they) this fate they met with for 
no other crime, than a conſtant application to 
the duties of piety and religion: As for 1oy/es, 
he had afflicted the people by the loſs of 
the beſt and worthieſt among them, with an 
intent to rid himſelf even of a poſſibility to be 


called in queſtion again, and to ſecure above 


all attempts the prieſthood for his brother. 
For henceforth no man would affect it, who 
did but conſider the deſtruction that had 
ſwallowed up thoſe who ſued for it before. 
Likewiſe the relations of the dead much inſti- 
gated the people, to leſſen the ſtate and arro- 
gance of 1oy/es ;  infiſting it would tend to his 
own fatety and advantage. 


only remained unhurt by the fire, becauſe the 


Almighty Power had commiſſioned it to burn but 


thoſe that had offended. Moyſes, after their de- 


ſtruction being deſirous to tranſmit the memory 
of this puniſhment to lateſt ages, and willing 
that ſucceeding generations ſhould underſtand 


the fact, gave it in charge to Eleagar, the Ton 
of Aaron, to depoſite their cenfers by the 


brazen altar, as an everlaſting monument of their 
puniſhment and preſumprion from a vain perſua- 
ſion they could circumſcribe the Power of God. 
And now, it having appeared plainly to the 
multitude, that not by the Gt of Moyſes, 
but the appointment of & O D alone, Aaron was 
exalted to the prieſthood, he with his ſons en- 
joy'd the dignity, as a right no man afterwards 
al . 15 At 


But Moy/es, who was nor inſenſible ot the 
ſeditions humonr that poſſeſſed the people, 
tearing they might have other new projects 
in their head, whence ſome great miſchief would 
ariſe, had the multitude called together: And 
patiently hearing what all of them had to ſay, 
offered not one word in his own excuſe, leaſt 
he ſhould have but the more provoked the vul- 
gar. Wherefore addreſſing himſelf to the princes 


of the tribes, he deſired each of them to provide 


a rod marked with the name of the particu- 
lar tribe he belonged to, and that the prieſthood 
ſhould be conferred upon him, to whoſe rod, 
Almighty Power gave an atteſtation. Which 
propoſal being readily complied with, rods in- 
ſcribed were prepared as well by the reſt, as 
by Aaron, who upon his has the character of 
the Tribe of Lev: And Moy/es having received 
the rods, depoſited them within the tabernacle 
of God. The day following he produced 
the rods which might eaſily be known, be- 
cauſe they had not only been marked by the 
ſeveral princes that brought them, but had a 
ſeal alſo put upon them by the reſt of the peo- 
ple. All the other rods remained in the fame 
form in which they had been delivered to 


Moyſes But out of Aaron's rod, to the ſenſible 
conviction of all the people, fprung buds and 
branches, and ripe Almonds ; for ſuch they were, 
the rod as thoſe of the others being of the ARE: 

I ree 
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Aſtoniſhed at the wonderful novelty ot 
en they dropt the hatred which rhey 
had conceiv'd againſt as well Mopſes as Aaron, 
and continued in x filent admiration of the Di- 
vine Sentence: And at length, ſince they 
could not otherwiſe than approve the decree of 
infinite wifdom, it was agreed on all hands 
that Aaron had the beſt and only ti- 
tle to the prieſthood. And in Aaron truly, 
thrice divinely choſe, and with happy ſucceſs 
eſtabliſn' d, firm remain d the dignity. By the 
ſame means too the ſedition of the Hebrews, 
which for a long time had prey'd upon the 
bowels of the ſtate, was ſucceeded with tran- 
illity and peace. 3 
b lhe of Levi, by reaſon of. its at- 
tendance on the miniſtry of God, had an im- 


munity from wars and expeditions. Wherefore 
leaſt they ſhould ever come to want conveni- 


ences, or through an application to the pur- 
chaſe of the neceſſaries of life neglect the care 
of the ſacred office, Moy/es laid his command. 
upon the Hebrews, that ſo ſoon as, by the 
blefling of God, they had got the poſſeſſion of 
Canaan, they ſhould diſtribute to the Levites 
eight and forty cities commodious and elegant, 
and alſo aſſign them ground of about two thou- 
{and cubits in circumference for walls and other 
uſes. Likewiſe he perpetuated a law, by 
which the people were to pay the tenths of 
their yearly product to the prieſts and Levites. 
And this is the portion that the tribe of Levi 
receives of the people. And here it is requi- 
ſite that I alſo relate what are the proper rights 
belonging to the prieſts, and what was for their 
ſubſiſtence to be levied upon all the people. 

Of the forty and eight cities, Moyſes order'd 
the Levites to give the prieſts thirteen ; toge- 
ther with the tenth part of all the tenths they 
receiv'd yearly of the people. Belides he 
made an ordinance, that the multitude ſhould 
give the firſt fruits of all manner of corn, that 
the earth produced, to God: And of all 
cattle, where the law did not forbid, the firſt 
production, if a male, was to be offer'd in ſa- 
crifice, and afterwards converted into an enter- 
tainment for the prieſts and their families, in 
the holy city. But as to thoſe beaſts, which 
the laws of our country prohibit to feed upon, 
the proprietor was oblig'd to pay a ſicle and 
an half. | | 
ranſom'd five ſicles. To them likewiſe were 
due the firſt profits of ſheep: And thoſe who 
grind, wheat, and make bread, of every batch 
muſt yield a ſmall acknowledgment. 'Thoſe 
who, by taking upon themſelves a vow, are 
conſecrated to God, (to whom is given the de- 
monſtrat ion of Nagarites,) permitting their hair 
to grow, and abſtaining from wine; upon a reſo- 
lution to return into the buſy ſcenes of life, muſt 
ſhave their heads and together with a victim de- 
dicate the locks before the prieſts, who commit 
them to the fire prepared for the ſacrifice. 
Likewiſe he who binds himſelf with a vow, ſay- 
ing, Sim Korban, (which expreſſion being inter- 
preted from the Hebrew, imports a gift to God) 
upon an incl ination to quit the miniſtry, to which 
he had devoted himſelf, is under a precept to 
pay down money to the ptieſts; the ſum 
8 man being fifty ſicles, for a woman 
0. 7. e 


The firſt human birth was to be 
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are left to the diſcretion of the prieſts. Nay, 
whoever kills at home an ox and a ſheep for his 
private uſe, not for Divine Service, muſt of ne- 


thirty: But thofe. vo have not ſo much money, 


 ceflity give the prieſts the tripe, the little 


breaſt, and fight ſhoulder of the cattle. And 
this copious proviſion Moy/es| ordain*d for the 
priefts, as an addition to thoſe things which 
ariſe to them from victims preſented by the 
people in ſatisfaction of fins, agreeable to what 
have ſaid in the book immediately preceed- 
ing. Of all thoſe things, which by right 
appertained to the prieſts, by the Ars 
Moyſes, their ſervants, daughters, and wives 
were allowed a ſhare; .excepting the ſacrifices 
in propitiation for ſins. For theſe the males only 
of the houſe of the prieſts muſt eat upon the 
very day an oblation is made, and within the 
tabernacle. . Ni ATE 
Moſes from the time of the pacification hav- 
ing made theſe ordinances, matched with his 
whole army to the borders of Idumæa; where 
being arriv'd, he ſent the king of Idumza an 
embaſly, charg'd with inſtructions, to deſire the 
favour of a permiſſion to paſs through his 
country, and to ofter what hoſtages ſoever the 
king ſrould require, to ſecure him againſt all 
injuries and harm; and /a/ly, a free commerce 
with his ſubjects, for what neceſſaries the He- 
brews might want, promiſing even to pay for 
their water, if the king demanded it. But his 
majeſty not at all pleaſed with the terms of 
the embaſſy, not only forbad him paſſage, but 
arming a great body of men, came out to meet 
Moyſes, with a reſolution to oppoſe him by 
violence, it an attempt was made to ſet foot 
upon his territcries. Mopſes therefore drew 
back his army into the wilderneſs, with a de- 
ſign to purſue his a in a circuit, (for upon 
conſulting the Oracle, he was commanded · by 
the Divine Authority not to fight.) 
About this time, upon the new moon of the 
month Xanthicus, (or April,) died Mariam, 
the ſiſter of Moyſes, in the fortieth year from 
their deliverance out of Appt; and with a 
ſplendid funeral, at the publick expence, was 
buried upon a mountain, which is called Sz. 
When the people had lamented her death 
thirty days, Mop ſes purified them in this man- 
ner: The high prieſt taking an heifer that had 
never been put to labour, and was over all her 
body red, to a pleaſant place without the 
camp, there ſacrificed it, ſprinkling the blood 
ſeven times with his finger towards the Divine 
Tabernacle: As the whole heifer with skin 
and inteſtines lay a burning, he threw into 
the fire, Cedar- wood, together with Hyſſop 


and Scarlet-wool, all which being reduced 


to aſhes, are carefully gather'd up by a man 
of a pure and unſpotted lite, and depoſited in 


a place without the camp. A little therefore 


of theſe aſhes being put into a veſſel, and 
fountain water added thereto, by a clean per- 
ſon, with a branch of Hep dipped into this 
mixture, upon the third and ſeventh day, 
he ſptinkled thoſe that had been polluted by 
the dead; and ſo. they needed no further pu- 
rification. The ſame ordinance alſo too was 
appointed to be obſery'd, when they had goy 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, | 

U : Thus 
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burſt and horrible noiſe, juſt by their tents, 
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office; that the man, whoſe ſacrifice appeared 
moft grateful, and acceptable to Heaven, might 
be dignified with the prieſthood. But when 
attendance was given by the two hundred and 
fifty men, who were reſpected both on account 
of the virtue of their anceſtors, and an emi- 
nent merit in themſelves, that ſeemed in the 


. 


i Otwithſtanding this remarkable judge- 
ment a ſtop was not put to the ſedition; 
but it increaſed the more, and proceeded with 
greater fury. And ſuch a reaſon was urged why 
matters grew worſe daily, as made it almoſt 
impoſſible that ever the malady ſhould ceaſe. 
For though the people were firmly convinced in 
their own Minds, that nothing could be brought 
to paſs without the divine will, yet they 
believed alſo that theſe things had not been 
done but for the fake of Moyſes- Him 
therefore they charge as the cauſe of the late 
misfortune, perſuading themſelves that, it had 
happened rather through the force of his in- 
treaties than the guilt of the ſufferers. And 
indeed (/aid they) this fate they met with for 
no other crime, than a conſtant application to 
the duties of piety and religion: As for Moy/es, 
he had afllicted the people by the loſs of 
the beſt and worthieſt among them, with an 
intent to rid himſelf even of a poſſibility to be 


all attempts the prieſthood for his brothtr. 
For hencetorth no man would affect it, who 
did but conſider the deſtruction that had 
ſwallowed up thoſe who ſued for it before. 
Likewiſe the relations of the dead much inſti- 
gated the people, to leſſen the ſtate and arro- 
gance of 1oy/es ; inſiſting it would tend to his 
own ſafety and advantage. 
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2 happened to the Hebrews, thro' a Series of Eight and Thirty Tears in the 


called in queſtion again, and to ſecure above 
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people's opinion to ſurpaſs even that F their 
progenitors, Aaron alſo and Grab came ont; 
and all before the tabernacle performed ſacti- 
fice with odours they had brought along with 
them. But ſo great a fire in a moment blazed, 
as never was ſeen before, either to proceed 
from a ſubterraneous eruption, or from burn- 
ing woods blown up by the winds; and ſuch, 
as by Divine Command only, could have 
been lighted up, at once moſt reſplendent and 
flaming : By the violence of which, all, as well 
the two hundred and fifty men, as Corah 
himſelf, were ſo conſumed, that not the leaſt 
remnant of their carcaſſes was to be ſeen. Aaron 
only remained unhurt by the fire, becauſe the 
Almighty Power had commiſſioned it toburn bur 
thoſe that had offended. Moyſes, after their de- 
ſtruction being deſirous to tranſmit the memory 
of this puniſhment to lateſt ages, and willing 
that ſucceeding generations ſhould underſtand 
the fact, gave it in charge to Eleagar, the Ton 
of Aaron, to depoſite their cenfers by the 
brazen altar, as an everlaſting monument of their 
puniſhment and preſumprion from a vain perſua- 
ſion they could circumſcribe the Power of God. 
And now, it having appeared plainly to the 
multitude, that not by the Gt Moyſes, 
but the appointment of & O D alone, Aaron was 
exalted to the priefthood, he with his ſons en- 
joy'd the dignity, as a right no man afterwards 
could diſpute. CIO ee eee 
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But Moyſes, who was nor inſenſible of the 
ſeditious humour that poſſeſſed the people, 
fearing they might have other new projects 
in their head, whence ſome great miſchief would 
ariſe, had the multitude called together: And 
patiently hearing what all of them had to ſay, 
offered not one word in his own excuſe, leaſt 


he ſhould have but the more provoked the vul- 


gar. Wherefore addreſſing himſelf to the princes 
of the tribes, he deſired each of them to provide 
a rod marked with the name of the particu- 
lar tribe he belonged to, and that the prieſthood 


ſhould be conferred upon him; to whoſe rod, 


Almighty Power gave an atteſtation. Which 
propoſal being readily complied with, rods in- 
{ſcribed were prepared as well by the reſt, as 
by Aaron, who upon his has the character of 
the Tribe of Levi : And Moy/es having received 
the rods, depoſited them within the tabernacle 
of God. The day following he produced 
the rods which might eaſily be known, be- 
cauſe they had not only been marked by the 
ſeveral princes that brought them, bat had a 
ſeal alſo put upon them by the reſt of the peo- 
ple. All the other rods remained in the {ame 
torm in which they had been delivered .to 


Moy/es : But out of Aaron's rod, to the ſenſible 
conviction of all the people, ſprung buds and 
branches, and ripe Almonds ; for ſuch they were, 
the rod as thoſe of the others being of the OE” 
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Aſtoniſhed at the wonderful novelty ot 
e they dropt the hatred which rxhey 
had conceiv'd. againſt as well Moyſes as Aaron, 
and continued in a ſilent admiration of the Di- 
vine Semence: And at length, ſince they 

could not otherwiſe than approve the decree of 
infinite wifdom, it was agreed on all hands 
that Aaron had the beſt and only ti- 
tle to the prieſthood, And in Aaron truly, 
thrice divinely choſe, and with happy ſucceſs 
eftabliſh'd, firm remain'd the dignity. By the 
ſame means too the ſedition of the Hebrews, 
which for a long time had prey'd upon the 
bowels of the ſtate, was ſucceeded with tran- 

illity and peace. 5 
a The 5 of Levi, by reaſon of its at- 
tendance on the miniſtry of God, had an im- 


munity from wars and expeditions. Wheretore 


leaſt they ſhould ever come to want conveni- 


ences, or through an application to the pur- 
chaſe of the neceſſaries of life neglect the care 
of the ſacred office, Moyſes laid his command 
upon the Hebrews, that ſo ſoon as, by the 
bleſſing of God, they had got the poſſeſſion of 
| Canaan, they ſhould diſtribute to the Levites 
eight and forty cities commodious and elegant, 
and alſo aſſign them ground of about two thou- 
ſand cubits in circumference for walls and other 
uſes. Likewiſe he perpetuated a law, by 
which the people were to pay the tenths of 
their yearly product to the prieſts and Levites. 


And this is the portion that the tribe of Levi 


receives of the people. And here it 1s requi- 
ſite that I alſo relate what are the proper rights 
belonging to the prieſts, and what was for their 
ſubſiſtence to be levied upon all the people. 

Of the forty and eight cities, Moyſes order'd 
the Levites to give the prieſts thirteen ; toge- 
ther with the tenth part of all the tenths they 
receiv'd yearly of the people. Beſides he 
made an ordinance, that the multitude ſhould 
give the firſt fruits of all manner of corn, that 


the earth produced, to God: And of all 


cattle, where the law did not forbid, the firſt 
production, if a male, was to be offer'd in ſa- 
crifice, and afterwards converted into an enter- 
tainment for the prieſts and their families, in 
the holy city. But as to thoſe beaſts, which 
the laws of our country prohibit to feed upon, 
the proprietor was oblig'd to pay a ſicle and 
an halt. The firſt human birth was to be 
ranſom'd five ſicles. To them likewiſe were 
due the firſt profits of ſheep: And thoſe who 
grind, wheat, and make bread, of every batch 
muſt yield a ſmall acknowledgment. 'Thoſe 
who, by taking upon themſelves a vow, are 
conſecrated to God, (to whom is given the de- 
monſtration of Nagarites,) permitting their hair 
to grow, and abſtaining from wine; upon a reſo- 
lution to return into the buſy ſcenes of life, muſt 
ſhave their heads and together with a victim de- 
dicate the locks before the prieſts, who commit 
them to the fire prepared for the ſacrifice. 
Likewiſe he who binds himſelf with a vow, ſay- 
ing, Him Korban, (which expreſſion being inter- 
preted from the Hebrew, imports a gift to God) 
upon an inclination to quit the miniſtry, to which 
he had devoted himſelf, is under a precept to 
pay down money to the ptieſts; the ſum 
2 man being fifty ſicles, for a woman 
9, 7. 


and Scarlet-wool, all which being 
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thirty : But thoſe wj́ have not ſo much money, 
are left to the diſcretion of the prieſts. Nay, 
whoever kills at home an ox and a ſheep for his 
private uſe, not for Divine Service, muſt of ne- 
ceflity give the prieſts the tripe, the little 
breaſt, and fight ſhoulder of the cattle. And 
this copious proviſion Aoyſes ordain'd for the 
prieſts, as an addition to thoſe things which 
ariſe to them from victims preſented by the 
people in ſatisfaction of fins, agreeable to what 
I have ſaid in the book immediately preceed- 
ing. Of all thoſe things, which by right 
appertained to the prieſts, by the e 
Moyſes, their ſervants, daughters, and wives 
were allowed a ſhare; excepting the ſacrifices 
in propitiation for ſins. For theſe the males only 
of the houſe of the prieſts muſt eat upon the 
very day an oblation is made, and within the 
tabernacle. Fo e | 
Moyes from the time of the pacification hav- 
ing made theſe ordinances, matched with his 
whole army to the borders of Idumæa; where 
being arriv'd, he ſent the king of Idumæa an 


embaſſy, charg'd with inſtructions, to deſire the 


favour of a permiſſion to paſs through his 
country, and to ofter what hoſtages ſoever the 
king ſhould require, to ſecure him againſt all 
injuries and harm; and /a/tly, a free commerce 
with his ſubjects, for what neceſſaries the He- 
brews might want, promiſing even to pay for 
their water, if the king demanded it. But his 
majeſty not at all pleaſed with the terms of 
the embaſly, not only forbad him paſſage, but 


arming a great body of men, came out to meet 


Moyſes, with a reſolution to oppoſe him by 
violence, it an attempt was made to ſet foot 
upon his territcries. Moyſes therefore drew 
back his army into the wilderneſs, with a de- 
ſign to purſue his journey in a circuit, (for upon 
conſulting the Oracle, he was commanded-b 
the Divine Authority not to fight.) 

About this time, upon the new moon of the 
month Xanthicus, (or April,) died Mariam, 
the ſiſter of Moy/es, in the fortieth year from 
their deliverance out of #gypt ; and with a 
ſplendid funeral, at the publick expence, was 
buried upon a mountain, which is called Sz. 
When the people had lamented her death 
thirty days, Moy/es purified them in this man- 
ner: The high prieſt taking an heifer that had 
never been put to labour, and was over all her 
body red, to a pleaſant place without the 
camp, there facriticed it, ſprinkling the blood 
{ſeven times with his finger towards the Divine 
Tabernacle : As the whole heifer with skin 
and inteſtines lay a burning, he threw into 
the fire, Cedar-wood, together with Hyſſop 
reduced 
to aſhes, are carefully gather'd up by a man 
of a pure and unſpotted lite, and depoſited in 
a place without the camp. A little therefore 
ot theſe aſhes being put into a veſſel, and 
fountain water added thereto, by a clean per- 
ſon, with a branch of ep dipped into this 
mixture, upon the third and ſeventh day, 
he ſprinkled, thoſe that had been polluted by 


the dead; and ſo they needed no further pu- 


rification. The ſame ordinance alſo tao was 
appointed to be obſery'd, when they had goy 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 

U Thus 
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Thus the people, who had mourn'd for the 
ſiſter of Maes, being purified, he conducted 
them with all his forces by the way of the 
wilderneſs and Arabia; and arriving at a 
place, which the Arabs accounted their metro- 
polis, (once call'd Arce, but now Petra,) every 
where ſurrounded with an high mountain, 
Aaron was told by Moy/es, that there he muſt 
die. Aaron therefore aſcending into a certain 
cliff of: the mountain, in the ſight of the whole 
army, (for, where he ſtood, was right againſt 
them, ) put off his prieſtly robes, and deliver- 
ing them to Eleazar his ſon, to whom by pre- 


FLAVIVUSs Jos HHRus 


Book IV. 
rogative of birth the prieſthood deſcended, 
whilſt the people were ſeriouſly looking upon 
him, exchang'd this life for à better; dying 
in the ſame year that he loſt his ſiſter, and at 
an age of an hundred and three and twenty 


years. But the day of his death, (according 

to the moon, ) happen'd about the beginning of 

the month, which the Athenians call Hecatom- 

beon ; the Macedonians, Lonus ; and the He- 

brews, Abba ; (taken by ſome for Fuly, by 

arg Auguſt, thought it included a part of 
oth.) 


C H A P. V. 


How Moyſes, after the Defeat of Sichon and Oges, Kings of the Amorites, and the 
Deſtruction of their Forces, gave their Territories to two Tribes and an half of the 


Hebrews, for an Inheritance. 


HEN the time of mourning was expi- 

red, the people having deplor d Aaron 
thirty days, Moy/es marching from the mountain, 
came with his army to the river Aron, which 
taking its riſe ſrom the mountains of Arabia, and 
bending its courſe through the wilderneſs, diſ- 
charges itſelf into the lake Aſphaltites, divi- 
ding the land of Moab from the Amorites. 
The country is very fertile, and of itſelf pro- 
duces plenty enough of every thing neceſlary 
to human life. From this place, Moyſes in a 
friendly way ſent ambaſſadors to Sic hon, king 
of that region, deſiring liberty to march the 
army through his dominions, with a tender 
of ſubmiſſion to what conditions ſoever might 
beſt pleaſe him, in order to protect and ſe- 
cure him from injury, and his lands and ſub- 
jects from detriment : Aſſuring him likewiſe, for 
the benefit of his ſubjects, all the people 
ſhould frequent their markets for every thing 
they wanted, even in the caſe a price was ſet 
upon water. But Sichon having denied the 
requeſt, immediately after drew out all his 
forces, reſolv'd in himſelf not to let the He- 
brews paſs Arnon. | 

Moyſes finding the Amorite a& the part of 
an enemy, by no means thought it reaſonable 
to put up the affront; determin'd therefore 
with himſelf to reſcue the Hebrews from an 
idle habit of life, and conſequently from po- 
verty, which had frequently been the cauſe of 
their inteſtine diviſions, and a ſtate that even 
then they could not well bear, he made his 
addreſles to Heaven for a permiſſion to begin 
the war. And the Great God having granted 
his petition, and alſo promiſed him the victory, 
Aoy/es with an aſſur'd confidence prepares for 
battle, and encourages the hearts of his ſol- 
diers; intreating, and ſoliciting them to fulfil 
now” their deſire of fighting, eſpecially ſince 
their MAKEz had given them a permiſſion to 
become maſters of their wiſh. 

The Hebrews upon this joyful conceſſion, 
which for a tedious ſpace of time they had 
earneſtly long'd for, inſtantly take to their 
arms, and with eager haſte enter the field of 
battle. No ſooner did they make the firſt at- 
tack, but the courage of the Amorite king did 


C 


utterly forſake him ; even the ſight of the He- 


brews having not only diſpirited him, bur fo ter- 


rified his army, that they, who a little before 
affected to ſeem valiant, now ſhew'd every ſign 
of fear. Immediately therefore, without daring 
to ſtand the firſt onſet, or ſuſtain the force of the 
Hebrews, they gave way; imagining they ſhould 
find more ſafety in a retreat, than if they ſtaid 
to try the fortune of the battle: For they 
truſted much to the ſtrength of their towns, 
which however did them no manner of ſervice, 
in regard the Hebrews no ſooner ſaw them be- 
take themſelves to flight, than they cloſely 
purſued ; and as they had been put into confu- 
ſion, every thing was an addition to their fright. 
The Amorites, now that their army was in the 
utmoſt diſorder, endeavour'd to make an eſcape 
into the city, nor were the Hebrews backward and 


.unwilling to purſue ;- but encouraging one ano- 


ther, particularly thoſe that were fatigued, to 
march on briskly, as they were excellent ſling- 
ers, and of all men the moſt expert in throw- 
ing the dart at a diſtance, and, from their light 
armour, quick and active in the purſuit, they 
ſoon came up with the main body of the ene- 
my ; and as for thoſe that had got too far to 
be reach'd with their hands, them they attac- 
ked with their ſlings and darts : Vaſt therefore 
was their ſlaughter, and the number of their 
wounded. Drought likewiſe oppreſſed them 
much, for it was in the greateſt heat of ſum- 
mer; for which reaſon not only many ſtragglers, 
but large bodies of them fled to the river to 
quench their thirſt; and here with darts, ſlings 
and arrows, the Hebrews made ſuch an ha- 
vock of them, that not one of them eſcaped: 
Hic hon alſo, their king, fell by the ſword. The 
Hebrews after the fight ſtript the ſlain, and 
fared ſumptuouſly upon the prey: For now 
they had all things in great abundance, and a 
great quantity of corn yet remain'd in the 
fields not cut down; wherefore the ſoldiers 
having ſubdued thoſe who had threatened them 
with hoſtilities, and killed their ſtouteſt men 
in battle, at this time, without all hazard, or 
impediment, go a foraging whither they plea- 
ſed. This was the calamity that befel the 


Amorites, who had neither wiſdom in counſel, 
= - nor 


TOY * 


Book IV. 
nor fortitude in the 
enjoy'd their lands. 


field. Thus the Hebrews 
'This ry IS * 
5 e rivers, very much like an iſland: 
No „ N Pee to Ie ſouth, Arnon environs 
it; towards the northern fide it is encompaſſed 
by Fabacch, which emptying itſelf into the 
river Fordan, loſes its name; and the reſidue 
that looks to the weſt, is waſh d with the 
ordan. 

While 0 were in this ſituation, a new 
war is commenced againſt the Iſraelites by 
Oges, king of Galadena and Gallanitis, who 
brought an army in all haſte to give aſſiſtance 
to Hic hon his friend and ally. But though in 
his march he had an information of the miſ- 
fortune and death of Sic hon, yet nothing could 
diſſuade him from coming to an engagement 
with the Hebrews, not doubting in the leaſt, 
but he ſhould make an intire conqueſt of them, 
and in the mean time deſirous to have an expe- 
riment of their valour. He was however fa- 
rally diſappointed of his hope, for in the battle 
not only himſelf, but all his army periſh'd to 
a man. Then Moyſes croſſed the river Fabacch, 
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and leading his army over the whole kingdom 
of Oges, both overturn'd their cities and put 
all the inhabitants to the ſword: Being men 
that exceeded in riches all the other natives of 
thoſe parts, as well on account of the fertility 
of the ſoil, as an abundance of wealth, Oges 
their king, had been a man of that ſize and 
beauty of body as is rare to be met with, and 
withal ſo valiant, that his famous exploits in all 
things anſwer' d his heighth of ſtature and come- 
lineſs of ſhape. As to his uncommon ſtrength 
and gigantick bulk, they made a conjecture 
from a bed of his they took in Rabatha the 
royal city of the Ammonites; which bed being 
made of iron, extended in breadth four cubits, 
and in length was nine. Upon the deſtruction 
of this kingdom, affairs not only ſucceeded 
well with the Hebrews for the preſent, bur in 
future time too the death of him was of no 
ſmall benefit to them. For they got the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſixty cities ſtrong and beautiful that 
had belong'd to him; and ſuch a prodigious 
quantity of prey, as enrich'd not only the 
public, but every private man. 


r 
Of Balaam zhe Prophet, and what Sort of Man he was. 


| AFLES this Moyſes conducting his army 
towards Jordan, encamp'd in a large plain 
oppoſite to Fericho. The country is opulent 
and fruit ful in Palm-trees, and the Balm-tree, 
which is the tree that produces the precious 
balſam, or Balm of Gilead. Now the Hebrews 
reſum'd their courage, and military renown 
ſeem'd to be their greateſt paſſion. Wheretore 
Moyſes after a return of gratitude in ſacrifices 
to God, and a feaſt exhibited to the people, ſent 
a ſufficient detachment of his army to depopu- 
late and waſte the land of the Madianites, and 
by force reduce their cities. Which war took 
its riſe from the following cauſe : _ | 
Balac, king of the Moabites, by an antient 
league and friendſhip united to the Madianites, 
upon ſeeing the continual acceſſions of power 
that ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd the might of 
the Iſraelites, was overwhelm'd with no ſmall 
care and anxiety about his own dominions. Tho 
he had not heard that the 1/7ae/ites would go in 
queſt of any other land, (ſince the Majeſty of 
Heaven had forbid it) after they were arriv'd 
at the peaceable poſſeſſion of Canaan; notwith- 
ſtanding with more ſpeed than prudence, hęcon- 
cluded, it was his ſafeſt way to manage them 
by trick and cunning. And indeed to make 
war againſt men, animated with an happy ſeries 
of proſperous events, and in whom adverſit 
had but produced the greater courage, he could 
by no means judge conſiſtent with his intereſt; 
turning his endeavours therefore to prohibit, 
as far as in him lay, an increaſe of their power; 
full with this purpoſe, he ſent an embaſly to 
the Madianites. 'The Madianites knowing that 
there was one Balaani liv d near Euphrates,who, 
at that time, from general opinion, had the 
charaCter of an eminent prophet, and a man, 
they beliey'd, that would induſtrioufly ſerve 
them, with Balac's ambaſladors, ſent ſome of 


their own moſt honourable men, charg'd with 
a requeſt to the prophet, to come and curſe 
Iſrael. Upon their arrival Balaam receiv'd them 


with a kind hoſpitality; and having prepar'd 


ſupper for them, went to conſult the pleaſure 
of God, as to the deſire of the Madianites. 
But the Almighty charging him not to go along 
with them, he return'd to the ambaſſadors, 
and told them in a. very friendly manner, he 
thould be proud to have it in his power to gratify 
their prayers and wiſhes, adding withal, he 
could not oppoſe himſelf to the will of God, 
from whoſe bounty flow'd all the skill and re- 
puration he had acquir'd in ſpeaking and pre- 
dicting the truth. For that army, ſaid he, you 
require me to come and curſe, is exceedingly 
belov'd of God: My advice therefore is, that, 
returning to your principals, you make it your 
bulineſs to perſuade them to renounce all en- 
mity againſt J/rael; and fo he dimiſſed the 
ambaſladors. 
But the Madianites, upon farther and more 
preſſing inſtances of Balac, and ſweetened too 
with large promiſes, diſpatch another embaſſy 
to Balaam ; and he, from an ardent inclination to 
ſatisfy their intreaties, applies himſelf again to 
the Divine Oracle; now the Divine Ma Jaſty of- 
fended at this ſecond addreſs, commands him 
not to contradict the ambaſſadors. Balaam, 
not ſuſpecting that the command had been 
prep him in wrath and indignation, ſtreight 
ollows the ambaſſadors. But whilſt he pur- 
ſued the journey, an angel of God met him in 
a certain narrow place, on each ſide fortified 
with a wall of ſtone. The aſs which carried 
Balaam, perceiving an angel ſtanding in the 
way, inſtantly turn'd out of her path with Ba- 
laam, towards one of the walls, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtrokes that Balaam inflicted upon her, 
through a ſenſibility of pain, ariſing from a 


cruſh 


* 


cruſh of his foot againſt the wall. But when, 
upon the angel's approach, the aſs, notwith- 
ſtanding his repeated blows, would not move 
forward but fell down, God having been plea- 
ſed to open her mouth with an human voice, 
ſhe charged Balaam wirh injuſtice, in regard 
that though he had nothing to tax her with, 
as to former ſervices, yet he had now loaded her 
with ſtripes, not underſtanding that he was now 
reſiſted by the providence of God, and incapa- 
citated from being of uſe to thoſe, whither he 
directed his courſe with fo much haſte. In 
the mean time, as Balaam ſtood confounded and 
aſtoniſnh'd at this accident, the angel came ma- 
nifeſtly in his fight, and reprov'd him for his 
barbarity to the aſs ; becauſe the beaſt was not 
in fault, it was himſelf that oppoſed him, for 
having undertaken a journey contrary to the 
pleaſure of God. Balaam in a fright, defir'd 
leave to go back again: But by an order from 
Heaven, he was commanded to proceed, as he 
had firſt intended, and expreſs himſelf to Balac 
in the manner that Divine Inſpiration ſhould lay 
before his mind. 

Balaam, after this revelation of the command 
of God, went to Balac Where, being mag- 
nificently entertain'd by the king, he made a 
requeſt, that he might be ſhew'd the way to 
the top 


Hebrews in their rents. Wherefore the king 
himſelf in perſon with a royal attendance wait- 
ed upon Balaam to a mountain, hanging over 
their heads, which from the Hebrew camp was 
diſtant ſixty furlongs. And when he had taken 
a view of them, he ſpoke unto the king, tel- 
ling him to build ſeven altars, and prepare him 
the ſame number alſo of bulls, and of rams: 
Which deſire being ſoon obey'd, Balaam offers 
ſacrifices, with an hope that thence would be 
ſignified the cowardly flight of [/-az). But he 
had no ſooner finiſh'd, than he ſpoke to this 


purpoſe : 


O fortunate people to whom God hath given 
the poſſeſſion of innumerable bleſſings, and whom 
with his Providence, in every circumſtance 0 
life he will guide, protect and gladden. Certainly, 
no nation any where ſubſiſts, that ſhall ever merit 
a comparative light with you in valour, or attain 
to be like you in underflanding and virtue © Theſe 
are the gifts muſt deſcend to your children, and 
they ſhall even exceed you ; of all men, you are 
the moſt f avour'd of God, and his bountiful han d 
ſupplies you, for which . 5 in happineſs you 
foall ſurpaſs all that the ſun ſhines on. That 
country therefore, which he hath ſent you to poſ- 
feſs, you fhall obtain, and your poſterity for 
ever keep it Aud the glory of their name ſhall 
fill both earth and ſea. The whole world in time 
will but ſuffice you ; for every part of it, from 
our offspring, ſhall be furniſh*d with inhabi- 
tants, You may therefore wonder, O proſperous 
army! who, from one parent, have increaſed 
to 15 great a multitude. As yet the land of the 
Canaanites may contain you, but I give you to 
know, that the whole earth one day ſhall be your 
perpetual reſidence; and being more in number 
than the ſtars of Heaven, in iſlands, as well as 


the continent, you ſhall ſpend your days. And 


of one of the mountains, whence he 
ſhould have the moſt diſtinct proſpect of the 


when you have advanced to be thus great and nu- 


merous, even then the Mercy of God will follow 


yon, beffowing in the calm of peace, an affluence 
5 all 125575 and in the 22 of wer OR, 
and congueft. Let your enemies burn with an in. 
clination to fight you, and may they too at length 
be fo tranſported, as to provoke you to take 
arms, and give them battle. They ſhall not 
any more, as they have done, return with vice 
tory, nor thence communicate joy to their wives 
and children. Thus hath the fortitude, with 
which you all prevail, been exalted by the Pro- 


 vidence of God, who can at once level the mighty 


with the ground, and lift up the miſerable to 
the higheft honour. | 


Theſe things indeed he plainly foretold, be- 
ing at the time much beyond himſelf, and en- 


lightened by the Power of God. But Balac at 


this propheſy loſing all patience, and crying 


out that he had a mind to violate the condi- 


tion, by which only he could have a title to 
the great rewards promiſed him from his allies ; 
for when he came with an intention to curſe his 
enemies, inſtead of that, he had openly praiſed 
them, and promiſed them too greater happineſs 
than all men: O Balac, anſwer'd he, all 
«* things being diligently ſifted, canſt thou 
think it within our capacity how to ſpeak 
or be ſilent, when the ſpirit of God is upon 
us? For what words and ſpeeches ſoever are 
agreeable to his will, he makes us pronounce 
when we perceive it not. However I am 
not unmindful of thoſe particulars, the want 
of which determin*d you and the Madianites 
with great earneſtneſs to fetch me hither, 
and upon that account I came : And I had 
made it my wiſh, that I might oblige your 
deſire in all things. But I found a neceſſity 
upon me to pay an obedience to heaven in 
* thoſe affairs, by which I had reſoly'd to gra- 
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« tify you. For they are moſt . andy 
We life, by the 


© weak, who, in occurrences of 
© help only of their own invention, pretend 
© to a judgment in future things; and are fo 
* far from ſaying any thing by Divine Inſpira- 
« tion, that, as much as in them lies, they 
© reſiſt, the Will of God. Let it be remem- 
© ber'd then, that from the moment the Divine 
« Spirit is infuſed into our breaſt, nothing 
© more of ours falls from our lips. For, to 
© tell you the truth, I neither had it in my 
© mind with praiſes to extol this army, nor 
© repeat thoſe great bleſſings which God 


© hath decreed to beſtow upon their offspring. 


And as he is moſt bountiful and propitious 


© to them, and infinitely provideth to make 


© their life happy and their glory immortal 


* thoſe words he put into my mouth, and 


© made me ſpeak according to his will. Now 


* truly (for it runs much in my head, to do 


* ſomething that may pleaſe thee and the Ma- 
© dianites, whoſe intreaties I cannot think 
© lawful to refuſe) go to, let us erect other 
© alrars, and gifts and ſacrifices, in the ſame 
manner as before offer'd, it may happen that 
* God will permit me to curſe this race o 
© men.“ And when Balac had eier him 
lea ve, and upon his performing ſacrifice 


again, Almighty Power would not ſuffer 9 
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te he 1/raclites ; but throwing himſelf 
3 Hb face, he foretold what calami- 
ties would ariſe to many neighbouring kings 
and ſtately cities, ſome of which, at the time he 
ſpoke, were not ſo much as begun to be inha- 
bited ; telling likewiſe things that thould hap- 
n in future ages, to men both by ſea and 
land, down to our days. And ſince all matters 
hitherto have had an iſſue anſwering to his pro- 
phecy, we may thence form a conjeEture, that 
the reſt of his prophecy, which has a reſpect to 
times {till to come, will alſo be fulfilled. | 
Balac taking in ill part, that he had not cur- 
ſed the Hebrews, diſmiſſed. Ba/aam without 


honour, who now ſet out upon his return to his 


own place ; but as he came to croſs Euphrates, 
ſending for Balac, and the | ſa. 
dianites, O Balac, (ſaid he,) and you Madia- 
nites here preſent, (for I cannot forbear, oven 
contrary to the Will of God, to exert myſelf to 
the utmoſt to merit your favour ;) the line in- 
deed of the Rebrews ſhall never fail; neither 
by war, nor by plague, nor by famine, nor any 
other unforeſeen accident ſhall they come toruin ; 


for God has purpoſed by his Providence, to preſerve 


them from ail evil, and ward off all misfortunes 
that might involve them in a general eſtruction. 
They ſhall, however, for 7 time, fall into 
ſome miſchiefs and diſtreſſes, through which, 
though they ſhould in appearance ſeem oppreſ= 
ſed, and caft to the ground, yet afterwards they 
ſhall flouriſh, from«the minute of time that 


they begin to ſuſpett thoſe who have done them 


damage. But as for yon, if for a ſmall time 
a ſtrong inclination leads you to get a victory 
over them, take but my advice, and you ſhall 
accompliſh your wiſh. Wherefore let the hand- 
ſomeſt of your Daughters, whoſe-beauty may be 
likely to prove too powerful for the modeſtly of 
the ſpectators, be ſet out with all the luſtre 
and elegant ornaments of dreſs ; let theſe be ſent 
Out to walk in the ſig ht of the Iſraelites, before 
their tents; but forget not to give them in- 
ſtructions, not to be hard- hearted to the joung 
gentlemen, who will probably invite them to a 
collation. 
coverably loft in love, and faſt in their nets, it 
will not be amiſs to make a ſbeu then, as if 
they wanted of a ſudden to run away * And 
whilſt with tears in their eyes the youths beg 
them to ſtay, let not the ladies ſooner grant their 
requeſt, than they have perſwaded them, by re- 
nouncing their native laws, and the worſhip of 
God, who ts the author of all their ſucceſs and 
profperity, to ſerve the gods of the Madianites 
and Moabites. For by this means the Infinite 
Majeſty will infliff his wrath and indignation 

upon them. So Balaam, after he had given 
them this advice, return'd'to' his own country. 

The Matiianites, accordingly in purſuance 
of his advice, ſending out the handſomeſt of 
their young women, the Hebrew youths are 
wonderfully taken with their graceful looks 
and beauty; and getting into converſation, 
make earneſt ſuit to the ladies not to deny them 
the great pleaſure of their amiable company. 
The ladies willingly receiving the 
conſented : But when they had bound and 
tetter*d them with the chains of love, and faw 


_ "= in all the vehement agonies of de- 
O. o 


princes of the Ma - 


And when once they find them irre- 


opoſal, 
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: fire; they prepated to be gone. Then the 
youths, While the maids were upon the point 
do leave them, figh'd for ve 
with moſt humble inſtances begg'd they would 
not deſert them; but continue with them to be 
their wives, and miſtreſſes of all their fortunes. 
And this they confirm'd too with the ſolem- 


ſorrow, and 


nity of an oath, invoking the Moſt Sacred Name 
to ſtrengthen their proteſtations, and with tears, 
and all other methods, ſtriving to bring them 


to compaſſion. The maids now perceiving 


them wholly at their command, and Wholly at 


their devotion, began to diſcourſe them in this 


manner: '- -- a 
For us, O beft of youths, are reſerved our fa- 
ther's honſes, and an ample ſtore of wealth, nor 
are wwe without the love and affeftion of parents 
and relations. Yea, through the want of no{ucth 
thing are awe come to talk with you, nor with a 
defign to put our beauty to ſale have we lent an ear 
to your requeſts e But taking you to be good and 


juſt men, in condeſcenſion to your earneſt peti- 


tions, we have been brought to do you this favonr. 
And now, in regard you pretend, jou are mightily 
in love with us, and with unſpeakable grief 
affetted at the thoughts of our going away, we 
do not reject your preſſing inſtances; but provi- 
ded we ſball once receive that aſſurance of your fide- 
lity, which only can entitle you to an efteem from 
us, we will willingly ſpend our days with you 
as lawful wives. For now there is danger, leaſt, 
when familiar converſation cools into a diſlike, 


you fhould ſend us home to our Parents with ig- 


nominy and reproach. And that we take this 
neceſſary caution, we hope, you will forgive us. 
Then the youths faithfully promiſing to give 
them what ſecutity they pleaſed, and through 
the violence of paſſion and force of love in no- 
thing contradicting them; Since, (added they,) 
this is your pleaſure, and your cufloms and way 
of life differ vaſtly from others, not only reſtridt- 
ing yourſelves to certain meats, but even not 
having drink common with other people ; we 
think it neceſſary, if you will live with us, that 
you worſhip our Gods. For there can be no 
other certain teſt of your preſent love you 757% 


to us, nor pledge of your future regard, withort 
you conſent to the adoration of the ſame gods with 


us. Nor can it be reputed any fault to you, 17 
on reverence the gods of the Country, into which 
you are come Eſpecially fince our gods are had 
in honour by all, but your God only worſhipped 
by yourſelves. Therefore, ſaid they, 3c muſt 
either regulate your belief and practice by that 
of others, or fork ont of a new world, where 
you may live according to your own laws, . 


The young gentlemen, becauſe of the vio- 


lence of their affect ion, thought they could 
not ſufficiently praiſe their ſpeech : Whence 
it came to pals, that, giving way to their de- 
mands and enticements, they came to violate 
their native laws. And being fo B. 
love as to think there was a multitude of gods, 
they ſacrificed unto them after the idolatrous 
manner of thoſe nations, and ran difordetly into 
the uſe of all their food; in every ſtep after- 
wards of their conduct, walking contrary to 
the law, for the ſake of theſe women: So that 
the ungovernable inſolence of theſe youths, 
1 itſelf throughout the whole army, 


and 


82 
and a ſedition worſe than the former beginning 
to rage, it was to be fear'd, that their laws, 
yea, and their whole conſtitution, ſhould fall 
into a general neglect. For theſe youths having 
had once a taſte of foreign cuſtoms, were hur- 
ried away with an inſatiable deſire of more: 
And even many of the firſt quality, who bore 
an illuſtrious rank among the people, from the 
merit of their anceſtors, were infected with the 
ſame vicious inclinations. = 7327, 
Zambrias, the prince of the tribe of — 
meon, who had 45 to a familiarity with 
Chosbia the Madianite, daughter to Sures a 
prince of the nation, being deſir'd by the wo- 
man to contemn the laws of Moy/es, and liſten 
only to her requeſt ; complied in complaiſance 
to her doing ſacrifice not after the manner of 
his own country, but of her's, and married a 
woman that was a foreigner, Whilſt this was 
the circumſtance of affairs, Moy/es, fearing that 
ſomething worſe might happen, upon a full 
meeting of the people, would not accuſe any 
of them by name, from this conſideration, that 
it was not prudent to throw thoſe into deſpair, 
who, if they were not publickly known, might 
ſoon return to a better ſenſe ot things; he told 
them however, © That they had committed 
© ſuch iniquities as reflected diſgrace and re- 


c proach, not only upon themſelves but upon 


© their anceſtors ; that they choſe rather to in- 
© dulge their wicked appetites, than ſerve God, 
and lead a lite in conformity to his will: 
That they mult of neceſſity, if they conſulted 
their own happineſs, come to a ſincere re- 
pentance, eſteeming true ſortitude to conſiſt, 
not in offering violence to the laws, but in 
putting the bridle upon inordinate deſires. 
befides he gave them to remember, how ab- 
< ſurd it was tor thoſe who had liv'd regularly 
and temperately in the deſart, ſo monſtrouſly 
© to forget themſelves, when ſurrounded with 
© an affluence of all things, as, to conſume in 
« proſperity what was acquir'd in the day of 
© diftreſs.* Thus ſpake Moyſes to the aſſem- 
bly, who in what he ſaid, had no other inten- 
tion, than to reclaim the youth and reduce 
them to a penitence for what was paſt. 


„ 2 


* * 


1 


After which, Zambrias riſing up, Thou in- 


deed, ſaid he, O Moyſes, mayſt obſerve the laws 
about which thou 70 taken ſo much pains, 
to which cuſtom has aaded great ſtrength and au- 
thority. Had it not been ſo 7 65 had ſt often ſuffer- 
ed puniſhment, and from experience learn' d, how 
unſafe it was to publiſh thy word among the 
Hebrews. For my part, I am reſolu'd never 
to yield obedience to what thou haſt ſo tyranni- 
cally impoſed, under the colour of law and reli- 

op, thou haſt by wicked arts brought upon us 
Menace and ſovereignty to thyſelf ; denying 
as pleaſure and the 1 of living as we will, 
which are the birthright of all freemen, whoſe 
ſpirits have not been brought to receive arbitrary 
fetters. He verily oppreſſes the Hebrews more 
than ever Egypt did, who prohibits by the lau, 
and puniſhes, what ever a compliance with our 
own inclinations prompts us to do, But much 
more juſtly thou deſerveſt puniſhment, who hadft 
it in thy mind to aboliſh what by general con- 
ſent had been approved ; and hat To brought it 


abont, that thy ſentence alone prevailed againſt 
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the univerſal opinion of others. Since then, 


that I have 


more reſolution. | 
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ed at preſent is what I approve 
myſelf, T ſhall not afterwards make any diffi- 
culty to publiſh: and confeſs it. A ſtrange wo- 
man, thou ſayft I have taken to wife : ( And thor 


Heareſt truly from myſelf all my ſecrets, as from 


a freeman, nor has it ever enter'd my thoughts 


to conceal myſelf) and that I pay my reſpects to 


thoſe people, whom'to regard, you reckon wicked- 
neſs : I acknowledge it is ſo, and think it is 


but juft to follow the deſires of my own heart, 


that at length I may come to my wiſh, and 


not live under a tyranny, repoſing all the hope 


of my life in thee. Nor is their a man in my 
circumſtances that ddte to fſhew his face with 

When Zambrias had thus expreſſed himſelf, 
in relation to what both he and others had im- 
piouſly committed, ſuch was the people's ap- 
prehenſions, that they had not ene word to ſay, 
their tear doubling upon them, as well upon 
account of a future event, as the filence of 
Moy/es, who would no longer add fuel to the 
heat of an inſolent man; for he prudently fore- 
ſaw, that an intemperance of words in Zam 
brias, might prove a bad example, and upon 
the leaſt occaſion raiſe a diſturbance among 
the people; and ſo the aſſembly broke up: 
But in all likelihood the matter had not thus 
ended, if Zambrias had not been ſeaſonably 
cut off. Phineas, one of the chief of the youth, 
and from his father's high ſtation, among all of 
his own age, the moſt eminent, (for he was the 
ſon of Eleazar the high prieſt, and the nephew 
of Moyſes, in a deſcent from his brother,) over- 


come with an hearty ſorrow at the guilt of 


Zambrias, and willing to puniſh him with his 
own hand, before an impunity gave him time 
to tranſact more wickedneſs; and that he might 
hinder iniquity from infecting others, through 
want of vengeance upon 1ts authors, (and he 
was of that fortitude of ſoul, and excellent 
ſtrength of body, that he no ſooner undertook © 
an enterprize, than, let the danger be what it 
would, he carried his purpoſe to an end,) hav- 
ing purſued Zambrias into his own tent, with 
one thruſt of a javelin, pinned both him and 
Chosbia to the ground. And the reſt of the 
youths, who had any virtue remaining, and 
glowed with any ſenſe of honeſty, fired by 
his noble example, put to the ſword all they 
could meet with guilty of the ſame crime : 
Many therefore of thoſe, who had trampled 
upon their native laws, were in this manner 


cut off. Bur all the reſt periſh'd by the plague. 


Infinite Power inflicting upon them this di- 
ſeaſe; and as many of their relations, who, 
when they ſhoyld have reſtrain'd them, per- 
ſuaded to theſe courſes, being reckoned by 
Divine Juſtice equally ſinners, were likewile 
adjudged to death. There died therefore of 
the nobility and commons together, by this 
deſtruction, not fewer than twenty and four 
thouſand. FT e 
This was the cauſe, that Moyſes, in a paſſion, 
ſent an army utterly to deſtroy the Madia- 
nites; of which expedition we ſhall preſently 
give an account, after we have finiſhed that 
affair from which we haye made a ſmall di- 
greſſion; for I think it is but juſt, not to paſs 
| (ſinge 
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e are upon this ſubje&,) the merit of 
— 3 without due praiſe. For Balaam 
(who, being ſent for by the Madianites to curſe 
the Hebrews, and was hindered from his purpoſe 
by the Providence of God, notwithſtanding gave 
' ſach counſel, as gave our enemies an opportu- 
niry to deprave, and almoſt ruin the whole 
people,) he has truly diſtinguiſhed with great 
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honour, in giving his prophecies a place in 
Holy Writ. And when he- might have eaſily 
claimed, and aſcribed to himſelf all the fame 
and glory of them, yet has he left us an at- 
teſtation to him; and tranſmitted his name' to 
poſterity. But theſe things, every one as he 
pleaſes, ſo let him take. 


CHAP. VII. 


How the Hebrews, giving Battle to the Madianites, 
Fe | a Znal 14 ictory. 


NM YSES, for the reaſons above-menti- 
oned, ſear into the land of the Madianites 
an army of twelve thouſand men, notable for 
valour, out of every tribe one thouſand ; and 
appointed Phineas to be their general, whom 
we have already mentioned, as one that had 
preſerved the Hebrew laws and puniſhed Zam- 
brias for the breach of them. The Madia- 
nites having got intelligence that an army was 
marching againſt them, and not a great way 
off, make ready all their forces, and poſting 
ſoldiers to- guard the places, where they had 
any ſuſpicion the enemy might break in, 1n this 
poſture of defence expected them : Bur when 
the Hebrews came to an engagement, ſuch a 
multitude of the Madianites fell, as is beyond 
our conjecture to give the number, and all 
their kings were ſlain in the battle. Five kings 
there were, to wit, Oeus and Sures, likewiſe 
Robees and Ures, and the fifth Recemus, whoſe 
name one of the chief cities of Arabia bears, 
and to this day, in remembrance of the Arabic 
king who built it, 1s called Areceme, though 
by the Greeks it is known by the name of Petra. 
Upon the defeat and flight of the enemy, the 


Hebrews pillage the country, and taking much 
prey, put all the inhabitants, both men and 
women, to the ſword, giving quarteis to none 
but virgins; for this Phineas had received in 
command from Moyſes. 
Phineas returned to the camp, bringing along 
with him very rich and valuable ſpoils ; of 
oxen, fifty two thouſand ; of ſheep, fix hun- 
dred ſeventy five thouſand ; of aſſes ſixty 
thouſand ; and of gold and ſilver veſſels, and 


other furniture, a prodigious quantity ; for, 


through an exceſs of riches, they wallowed in 


luxury. They brought with them alſo about 
thirty two thouſand virgins. Of this prey, 
 Moy/es made a diſtribution, giving one fiftieth 
part of it to Zleazar and the prieſts, and to 


the Levites another fiftieth ; then what re- 


main'd, was parted among the es r After 


this, they lived well and com 
on one hand by their valour they had acquir'd 
an exceeding heap of wealth, on the other, 
there was neither ſorrow nor trouble to pall 
their enjoyments. 4 


Moyſes being at this time advanced in years, 


and commanded by the King of Kings to de- 


volve the ſupreme power upon Joſpra, nomi- 
veto him as his ſucceſſor, in the ca pacity both 
ot prophet and general, if there was occaſion : 


or ſua was a man of univerſal knowledge, 


Then the victorious 


er forces, till they 
ortably, for as 


to be numbered amo 
that muſt be ſacred ; 


put them to Flight, and obtained 


both in Divine Law and Human, having had 


Moyſes for his inſtructor, | 


About the ſame time, the two tribes of Gad 
and Ruben, and an half of Manaſſes, abounding 
in a great number of cattle, and other things, 
with one conſent earneſtly begged and intreat- 
ed Moy/es to give them for their inheritance 
the conquer'd land of the Amorites, as being 
very fit for the paſturage of cattle. But he, 
from a ſuſpicion that they wanted to be diſ- 
charged from the war againſt the Canaanites, 
and had found the care of their beaſts as a 
feaſible pretence for their returning home 1n 
idleneſs, tells them, They were moſt /lothfut 
perſons, and invented a ſpecious maſque for their 
cowardice : That they had a mind to riot in 
Inxury, free from labour, whilſt all the reſt muſt 
bear 2 to become maſters of the Promiſed 
Land; refu/ing the danger of the battles, by 
which only thoſe that paſs Jordan, can obtain 
their poſſeſſion, and ſubdue the people, whom God 
has commanded us' to take for our enemies. 
They, ſeeing their general highly diſpleaſed, 
and allowing too within themſelves that he had 
juſt cauſe to reſent their petition, made him 
this anſwer: That neither the fear of danger, 
nor any effeminacy of mind, had determin*d them 
to make this petition, but their ſole motive was, 
that, having diſpoſed their cattle into proper and 
convenient places, nothing might encumber them 


from engaging cheerfully in all conflicts and 


battles. As for ourſelves, continued they, when, 
by your permiſſion, we ſhall have fitted up cities 


for the ſafety of our children and wives, and 


ſubſtance, without any farther concern we will 
march with the army. - : 

Moyſes being pleaſed with what they ſaid, 
ſent for Eleazar the high prieſt, with Foſbua 
and the reſt of the magiſtrates, and in their 
preſence made over to them the land of the 
Amorites, upon this condition, that they 
ſhould aſſiſt the confederate tribes with their 


had made an intire conqueſt 
of the Canaanites. Accepting rherefore the 


country upon theſe terms, and having fortified 
the cities with ſtrong works, in them they put 


their children and wives, and all other things 

that might prove troubleſome in their intended 
expedition. 

Moyſes alſo in this country built ten cities, 

{| the forty and eight 

6 three of which, by his 

order, were appointed for cities of refuge, 

whither thoſe who ſhould have the misfortune 


to 


34 v 
to commit involuntary murder, mg fly for a 
protection: And the life of the high prieſt, 
under whoſe prieſthood the murderer flies, 1s 
to detepmine the time of exile ; for at his 
death, the murderer may return to his own 
city, and, his own houſs. During the time of 
his exile, the relations of the perſon Kill d, 
may by the law kill the manſlayer, it they 
meet him without the bounds of the city of 
retuge ; but no one elſe has a liberty to hurt 
him. The cities appointed for this purpoſe, 
were theſe; Boſora, in the borders of Arabia; 


Arimanum, in the land of Galadena.; and 


Gaulaud, a city of Batanea ; but when they 


came to poſleſs Canaan, the other. three 


cities of the Levites, were, by the command 
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to be aſſigned for the reception 
„ 7 2 2% 

P 5 ho, chiſel of . gr of the tribe of N. 
naſſes having waited upon Aaogſes, acquaintin 
him that So/opades, one of the 2 men 


of Aae, 


of their tribe, was dead, leaving no male- 


iſſue, only ſome daughters, put the queſtion, 
Whether theſe ſhould ſucceed to his inheritance? 
Moyſes made anſwer, If the Daughters of 
Solopades think fit to marry to one of their 
own tribe, their inheritance ſpould go along with 
them; but if they diſpoſed of themſelves in mar- 
riage to men of another tribe, their fortune muſ# 
continue in their father's tribe. And then he 
made a decree that every man's eſtate ſhould 


remain within his proper tribe. 


1 OC HA P. VIE. 
Laws given by Moyſes, and how he was taken from amongſt Men. | 


JD U T when forty years, all to thirty days, 
_ were expir'd, Moy/es having order d the 
attendance of the people vapors where 
now ſtands the city of Abila, (for it is a place 
beautified with Palm-trees,) and the whole 
army being met, open'd his mind in words to 
. 


* 


Gentlemen, fellow- ſoldiers, and copartners 


being the pleaſure of God, that I, who am 
now arrived at the age of an hundred and 
twenty years, ſhould depart this life; and 
his exprefs command thar my help and aſ- 
ſiſtance in your affairs ſhall determine on 
this fide Jordan - have thought it my duty 
even at. this juncture, not to flacken my 
care for the common-weal, and when 1 ſhall 
have inſtructed you with the neceſſary foun- 
dations for a firm and laſting eſtabliſhment, 
and all things have ſucceeded to ty wiſh, 
with gratitude commemorate me. For which 
cauſe alſo, having repreſented the method, 
how you may be happy yourſelves, and con- 
vey the ſame bleſſing to lateſt poſterity, I ſhall 
with cheerfulneſs reſign. And ſure I am, my 
teſtimony cannot but merit your belief, as 
well upon account of my paſt ſtruggles for 
you, as that the ſoul in its laſt exertions on 


through a communication with univerſal 
virtue. O children of Iſrael, Omnipotence 
propiticus, is the cauſe alone of felicity to all 
men; for he only can diſtinguiſh the worthy, 
and defeat the meaſures of guilt; therefore, 
if you will religiouſly perform thoſe duties 
he hath fer you, and I by his command en- 
join; you ſhall never fall into misfortune, 
not ceaſe to be happy and conſpicuous a- 
mong men: Your preſent poſſeſſions ſhall not 
diſcontinue, and the futute ſoon come for- 
ward. All that is required of you, is to 
give obedience to the will of God, and nei- 
ther prefer another conſtitution, to the laws 
in being, nor in CoUbenpr of the piety which 
you now bear towards your maker, turn aſide 
to another worſhip, "Ati obſervation of theſe 
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in my manifold troubles and afflictions, it 


this ſide of time, vaſtly riſes in its views 


© precepts will render continual ſucceſs to your 
c 


arms, and raiſe your puiſſance above the abi- 
© lity of all your enemies. For whilſt the fa- 
© vour and gracious aid of God ſupports you, 
© defiance may be bid to all men. To you, 
© are propoſed the great rewards of virtue, 
© 1t you will but always follow after it. Var- 
© tue 1s of itſelf the firſt and moſt valuable of 
« all bleſſings, and never fails to bring along 
© with it an abundance of others: For whilſt you 
< tread in her paths, your life will be proſ- 
c perous, your renown greater than that of 
other nations, and your glory eternal. 
And theſe you ſhall obtain, if you keep, me- 
« ditate upon and obſerve the laws, which, re- 
© celv'd from God, I give you. For myſelf, in 
« high ſatisfaction I part with this world, now 
© that I ſee you in proſperity, and can recom- 
© mend you to the wiſdom of the laws, an 
« excellent order of government, and magi- 
« ſtrates of ſuch integrity as in all points will 
c regard your intereſt. [afinite Majeſty like- 
© wile, who hath hitherto govern'd you, and 
by whoſe authority I have been enabled 
to do you ſervices, will not only at this 
time direct you, but as long as you follow 
© the practice of virtue, continue his care and 
« providence. Eleazer the high prieſt and 
* Joſhua, and the ſenate and the magiſtrates 
of the tribes, will with joy explain to you 
© thoſe things that concern your welfare: 
© Whom I deſire you without reluctance to 
© obey, aſluring yourſelves of this, that thaſe 
© who have learn'd how to obey, are the fit- 
© ter afterwards to command, when they come 
into adminiſtration : Conſider alſo, that true 
© liberty conſiſts in not murmuring at the 
© commands of your governors. Whereas, 
* now you place liberty in daring to repay 
your benefactors with contumely ; which 
c remper if you would but guard againſt for 
© the future, affairs would ſucceed much bet- 
© ter with you: Have a care you never riſe 
c up > 5 7 them with the {fame fury, that 
© you have often preſum'd to leyel at me: 
For well you know, that my life has oftnet 
© been in danger from you than from out 

enemies, 
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© enemies. This admonition I give you, not 
< our of any reſentment or reproach (for it is 
not my intention upon the verge of life to 
« bring up any thing into memory, that may 
„be an occaſion of grief, fince even at the 
time you vexed me moſt I was not in anger) 
but to teach you hereafter in this matter to 
© behave circumſpectly, that upon a new ac- 
« ceſſion of riches, which, after you have paſſed 
« Fordan, and conquered, Canaan, will plen- 
« tifully ariſe to you, no manner of inſults 
through pride and vanity may be done to 
« your ſuperiors. For if once wealth carries 
« you into a deteſtation and contempt of vir- 
tue, remember you will certainly forfeit the 


favour of God, whoſe vengeance, if you draw 


Cc 

« down upon yourſelves, you ſhall again loſe 
« the land which you go to poſſeſs, with ever- 
« laſting ignominy, be defeated by all your 
enemies, and ſcattered through the world, 
« fill all the earth with monuments of your 
«© diſobedience. ' But when you ſhall have 
made this experiment, repentance then will 
«© ayail you nothing, nor the memory of laws 
© not kept. Wherefore, that you may for ever 
« inviolably preſerve theſe, as ſoon as you have 
© ſubdued your enemies, leave neither root nor 
branch, but in conſideration of your own 
« ſafety deſtroy them all, leaſt by ſuffering 
© them to live, and learning their way, and 
following their cuſtoms, you ſhould by de- 
grees warp, and ar laſt rotally ſubvert, the 
conſtitution. Beſides, I give it you in charge 
to throw down all their altars and groves 
and temples, and with fire aboliſh both their 
images and memory. For you can by this 
means only ſecure your own eſtates. To the 
end therefore, that through ignorance of what 
is great, good and laudable, your nature may 
neyer enervate and run into degeneracy, I 
have at once prepared laws for you, and a 
form of government by the ſpecial dictates 
of Almighty God, which, if you will obſerve, 
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© ſhall exalt your happineſs above the ſtate of 


£ all other men.“ 


Upon the cloſe of this diſcourſe, Moyſes 
delivered to them a book, in which were writ- 


ten the laws and conſtitution of the republick. 


Then they began to mourn, and heavily be- 
wall the loſs of their general ; and calling to 
mind the many dangers and pains he had ſuſ- 
tained for the common-weal, they could not 
help falling into a diffidence of future manage- 
ment, becauſe there was no probability they 
thould ever meet with ſuch another prince ; 
and believing that Infinite Majeſty would be 


leſs propitious to them, becauſe the fervent 


prayers of Moz/es had been always honoured 
with a gracious return. Now with compunCti= 
on they bewailed thoſe outrages had been done 
him in the wilderneſs ; infomuch, that the 
whole multitude diſſolving into tears, felt up- 
on this account too great an affliction to be 
comforted by words. But Moy/es endeavoured 
to mitigate their grief; and bidding them not 
unman themſelves with tears, begged they 
8 regard and uſe the inſtructions he 


hem; | 
diſmiſſes, m; after which the aſſembly was 
8 


an account of other matters. 
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It is my deſign, after I have once premiſed 
a few things relating to the conſtitution of the 
republick, agreeable to the high virtue and 
dignity of Moyſes, and thence given my Readers 
to underſtand what was of old the nature of 
our conſtitution, in like manner to paſs on to 
However, as all 
the Precepts of Moyſes are ſtill preſerved in 
writing, I will neither pretend to make an ad- 
dition by way of ornament, nor advance any 
thing that he has not left us. This alteration 
only has been made by us, that we have 
thought it convenient to reduce them one by 
one to a certain method, which Moyſes could 
not then do, being obliged to ſet them down 
in the order of time he propoſed his inquiries 
with a ſubmiſſion to the Will of God. And 
this precaution I have been inclined to take, 
leaſt we ſhould incur the cenſure of any of the 
confederate tribes, who may light upon this 
treatiſe, as if we had deviated from Moyſes. 
What laws therefore principally regard the 
republick, we have diſpoſed in the tollowing 
manner; for as to thoſe that he has left com- 
mon amongſt us, and relate to private right, I 
refer to A Commentary upon the Cuftoms and 
their 1 ; which (God willing) after this 
work is finiſhed, I am reſolved to publiſh. 

When you have got poſſeſſion of Canaan, . 
and enjoy in peace and quiet your property, 
intending then to build more cities, if you 
keep theſe precepts, you ſhall at once do what 
is acceptable in the SigHt of God, and, to your- 
ſelves, confirm a ſure and laſting felicity. In 
the moſt beautiful, and for eminence, moſt il- 
luſtrious ſpot of all the land of Canaan, which 
God, by prophecy, ſhall be pleaſed to deter- 
mine, muſt one ſacred city be built. And 
within it, there muſt not be above one temple, 
and one altar, of ſtones not laboured, bur 
compendiouſly raiſed, that cemented with 
plaiſter, may yield a pure and becoming aſ- 
pect. Nor muſt an aſcent be contrived with 
ſtairs, but virgin earth, gently moulded to a 
right form. In no other city muſt either altar 
or temple be; for God is One; and One the 
race of the Hebrews. 

What perſons ſoever ſhall dare to blaſpheme 
Almighty God, let them be ſtoned to death ; 
hanged up by the neck for a whole day, and 
buried with diſhonour and obſcurity, | 

At the city, where the temple is erected, 
let all the Hebrews, in what part of the coun- 
try ſoever their eſtates lie, meet thrice in a 
year; that, with hearts full of gratitude, they 
may return praiſe to God for bleſſings hitherto 
received, and with earneſt ſupplications obtain 


a right to more in time to come: Alſo that they 


may perpetuate friendſhip, and mutual bene- 
volence, by mutual enjoyments, and eitabliſh= 
ing an intimacy between themſelves. Beſides, 
it 1s moſt conſiſtent with decency. of manners, 
that thoſe who participate of the ſame deſcent, 
and obſerve the ſame laws, ſhould cultivate 
and retain an acquaintance ; and this cannot 
bar ariſe from an agrecable fellowſhip, whilſt 
with an interchange of kind looks and words, 
they remember the relation. For if once they 
renounce {ſociety and mutual commerce, they 
will turn ſtrangers and aliens to one another. 
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Of all your fruits likewiſe, let a tenth part, 


without including what you are bound to pay 


to the prieſts and Levites, be ſet apart, and 
put to ſale in the country where you live, and 
the money thence ariſing, be applied for en- 
tertainments and ſacrifices within the holy city: 
For it is a debt of juſtice to make uſe of the 
profits of the land, which you have bountifully 
received of God, in honour of the Giver. 
With the reward of a female proſtitute no 
ſacrifices ſhall be purchafed; what effect ſoever 
of wickedneſs being an abomination to the 
Lord ; for nothing can be baſer than a pollution 
of the body. 
Alſo upon account of a dog's admiſſure to 


a birch, whether under a pretence of the game, 


or cuſtody of cattle, let no man take a reward, 
with an intention to do ſacrifice therewith, 

Let no man reproach the gods that have an 
eſteem amongſt other nations, nor ſteal what 
has been conſecrated by foreigners, nor pilfer 
a gift from one of thoſe gods. 

Let no man amidſt you, preſume to wear 
cloaths interwoven with wool and linnen ; for 
this only is the privilege of the prieſts. 


When the multitude, at the feſtival of ta- 


bernacles, ſhal] have preſented themſelves to 
ſolemnize the ſeptennial ſacrifices, the high 
prieſt, from a pulpit of a ſufficient heighth, 
whence he may be diſtinctly heard, ſhall re- 
cire the laws to the whole people: Let neither 
women, not children, be debarred acceſs, nor 
even bond-ſervants. Fer it is a general duty 
to have the laws inſcribed upon the heart, and 
impreſſed upon the memory, that nothing can 
eftace. By this means alſo they will refrain 
from ſin, ſince they cannot plead ignorance of 
what has been decreed by the laws. The au- 
thority likewiſe of the laws muſt of neceſſity 
be of great force to reſtrain offenders, as well 


becauſe hereby they come to know the pu- 


niſhments that attend guilt, as that, from an 
hearing the commands are inculcated firmly 
in their minds; ſo that their counſel and im- 
port being always preſent with every one, all 
may be ſenſible in what things a contempt, or 
diſregard, infers a fault or crime, and conſe- 
quently will bring detriment to themſelves. 
Let your children alſo, with early care, be 
taught theſe laws, as the beſt of diſcipline, 
and origin of all felicity. 
Thrice likewiſe of a day, when firſt the 
light appears, and when an hour of ſleep ap- 
proaches, let all with a grateful mind comme- 
morate the Mercies of God from the day of our 
deliverance out of Egypt. The law of nature 
itſelf commanding gratitude for benefits paſt, 
in order to deſerye and invite the future: But 
upon their gates let them write the principal 
Bleſſings God hath conferred upon them, and 
upon their arms alſo, all of them ſhew the 
particulars : And what things ſoever are indi- 
cations of the Fower of God, and his benevo- 
lence towards them, let them be written upon 
their forehead and arm, as a publick teſtimony 
in all places of the favour of God. 

But in every city there muſt be ſeven preſi- 
dents, excellently ſeen both in virtue, and the 
knowledge of equity : And each of theſe ma- 


giſtrates thall chuſe two aſſiſtants out of the 
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tribe. of Levi. Let thoſe therefore who'may be 
called to the office of diſtributing juſtice in the 
cities, be had in all honour; nor let any one 
dare in their preſence commit an outrage, nor 
behave himſelf with the leaſt inſolence; a re- 
ſpectful deportment towards men in high ſtati- 
ons, producing a dread that will not permit an 
offence againſt the Fountain of Power. To 
the judges is given an authority to pronounce 
what ſentence they pleaſe, unleſs it can be 
made out that they have taken bribes to per- 
vert juſtice, or any other cauſe is ſhewn that 
comes up to a full evidence of an unjuſt de- 
cree. For it would be very wicked to con- 
ſtitute publick judicatures, with an eye either 
to private gain, or the dignity of any man; 
equity being in all things the rule of preference. 
For, if this was not their care, it might ſeem a 
contempt upon Infinite Majeſty, as it he would 
not direct an iſſue, to which they, from a fear 
of his power, had ſet their voices: For Fuſtice 
and Equity is the Power of God. The Judge 
therefore that indulges men of quality, as far 
as his impious endeavour can reach, exalts them 
above, and derogates from the Power of God. 
But if the judges happen not to be capable to 
decide the ſuits that are brought before them, 
(accidents verily which are. not infrequent 
amongſt men,) bring the cauſe, to the hol 
city, let them, and the high prieſt and prophet 
and ſenate meeting together, decide the matter 
according to juſtice. | 
Of one witneſs let not an evidence be taken; 
but from three, or at leaſt two; whoſe teſti- 
mony muſt be confirmed by their preceding 
life. But women ſhall not be admitted to give 
evidence, becauſe of the natural levity and 
temerity of their ſex. Nor muſt bond- ſervants 
be brought as witneſſes, for the mean and gro- 
velling qualities of their mind ; who, it is not 
unlikely, either for gain, or through fear, will 
not atreſt the truth. But whoever ſhall ap- 
pear to the judges to have teſtified a falſhood, 
upon conviction, let him incur the very ſame 
tate which he was to have ſufter'd, againſt Wl 
whom the perjury was levelled. © 
If upon a murder committed in a field, the 
perſon that did it cannot be found, nor any is 
ſuſpected through hatred to have killed him; 
with moſt exact care let a ſearch be made after 
the manſlayer, and a reward appointed to fot- 
ward the diſcovery. But when no notice can 
be had, the magiſtrates of the towus contigu- 
ous to the field where the murder was done, 
together with their ſeveral ſenates, muſt meet, 
and every where round about the place where 
the dead lies meaſure the ground. After this, Wi 
the magiſtrates of the town which is next the 
ſlain, ſhall bring an heifer, chat they have ll 
bought, into a valley and place not fit for the Wn 
plough and ſowing, and cut open the ſinews of e 
the heifer: Then the prieſts and Levites, and 1 
ſenate of the town, taking water, and waſhing i 
their hands over the head of the heifer, hal! 
make proclamation, that they are innocent a 
the ſlaughter, neither having committed 1, 


WES 


nor been preſent at the doing of it; and there- 
fore pray, that God may for ever be prop1t10” Bl 
to them, and that no ſuch cruel deed may hap- 
peu afterwards within the land. 4 go 1 


we 
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in the nobility, is certainly the beſt to 
ins Nees let * of another inſtitu- 
tion of the republic ever enter your thoughts, 
For your governours, and taking their 
direction in all dns. as your guide: For all 
ſufficient is God to be your higheſt ſovereign. 
However, if you ſhould grow into an incli- 
nation to take a king, let him be your relation, 
and one who may be indefatigable in his care 
of Juſtice, and the reſt of the virtues. But in 
wiſdom let him yield to God and the laws: 
and attempt nothing without the concurrence 
of the high prieſt and ſenate: Neither uſing 
many wives, nor coveting vaſt ſums of money, 
or 4 multitude of horſes; which being once 
obtained, he may likewiſe think himſelf ſupe- 
rior to the laws. But, if he ſhould affect any 
ſuch thing, let him be hindered from riſing into 
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intereſt. | | 

The bound-ſtones of the land muſt not be 
moved, neither of your own nor others, with 
whom you are at peace: But have a care how 
you take them away, as a firm ſeal of heaven 
therein ſet for ever to continue; for often wars 
thence ariſe and editions, becauſe the covetous 
will venture beyond the marches. Nor indeed 


laws, who remove the marks of the land out 
of their place. 3 
He, who has laid out a nurſery in his ground, 
if the trees in leſs than four years produce 
fruit, ſhall neither make an oblation of the 
firſt fruits, nor apply them himſelf in food: In 
regard they did not come in due time; all un- 
ſeaſonable efforts of nature being unfit both for 
& Divine Service, and the proprietor's own uſe. 
Upon the fourth year, however, he may reap 
the increaſe of every thing, (for then 1s the ſea- 
{on,) and being gathered, carry them to the ho- 
ly city, and ſpend them with the tenths of o- 
ther truits, feaſting with his friends, and with 
orphans, and women that have loſt their huſ- 
bands. Bur upon the fifth year, we give him 
a power to take in all the fruits of his own 
WE occaſions. 
5 A land planted with vines ſhall not be ſow- 
ed. For it is enough to nouriſh one kind, and 
be free from the labour of the plough. With 
onen let the ground be tilled, and no other 
animals joined in the yoke with them. Alfo 
let always beaſts of a ſort be matched together 
por the plough. The ſeeds you ſow muſt be pure 
and unmixed ; not two or three blended to- 
gether ; for nature is diſpleaſed at an aſſocia- 


| mit ſuch as are not of the ſame kind; for 
| thence there is a danger, that men may diſ- 
grace themſelves with horrible mixtures ; a 
bunt and trivial beginning ſometimes uſhering 
n monſtrous conſequences. Nothing therefore 
of this nature muſt be permitted, that from an 
mpoous imitation may bring a ſcandal upon the 
3 <public. For which reaſon the laws neglect 
or even the moſt minute occurences, with 
his prudent regard, that every part of the 
= conſtitution may be ſo ſettled as to leave no 
boom for cenſure. | | 
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A government, where the adminiſtration 1s... . 


but be content with this, acknowledging the 


a power, that may be inconſiſtent with your 


are thoſe far from an inſurrection againſt the 


non of things unlike. Neither to cattle ad- 


87 
In cutting down, and gathering in their har- 
veſt, let not the owners glean their corn; 
But even let them drop ſome handfuls in com- 
paſſion to the needy, that unexpectly may 
give them comfort, and be found for their re- 
lief. In like manner of the vintage, leave ſmall 
bunches of grapes to the poor; of your olive 
fruits alſo paſs over ſome, that thoſe may refreſh 
themſelves with it, who cannot afford any of 
their own. For verily from a gleaning of ſuch 
things the advantage to the owners is but ſmall, 
whereas, when this is not done, a great ſatiſ- 
faction to a good man comes from the prayers 
and thanks of the neceſſitous: And God will 
make the land to bring forth all manner of 
fruits in great abundance, whilſt they continue 
to have a regard not only to their own pro- 
fir, but the diſtreſſes of others. You {hall not 
muzzle the mouths of oxen that tread out 
the corn upon the floor: For it would not 
be juſt to deny them a part, that have toge- 
ther laboured with you, and often been weari- 
ed by their labour towards bringing it to per- 
fection, Neither hinder travellers from a taſte 
of your ripe fruits, but let them fill their bel- 
lies with them as if they were their own, 
whether they be natives are foreigners, re- 
joicing that they have fine fruits to give them 
a ſhare: Let them however carry nothing away. 
Nor ſhall the maſters of the vintage forbid thoſe 
whom they meer, from eating of their grapes 
and olives, or other fruit that is carrying home 
to the preſs. For it 1s not honeſt to grudge 
the goods, (which by the will of God, are 
deſigned for food,) to thoſe who have a mind 
to taſte them in the ſeaſon, at once flouriſhing 
and in haſte to be gone, according to the pleaſure 
of God. Moreover, if any through modeſty 
ſhould be in a doubt to rouch them, ſuch 
muft have an invitation to take, the 1/raelites 
truly, as being of the ſame ſociety, and from 
kindred copartners in their eſtates ; but the 
men that arrive from other countries, the 
muſt intreat to except their hoſpitable gifts, 
which God hath ſent them in their ſeaſon, For 
no man muſt reckon it an expence to thoſe to 
be bountitul to others, ſince God gives a plen- 
ty of good things, not only for one's own en- 
joyment, but alſo to be liberal to others; and 
it is his will, that in this manner all men ma 
know his favour towards Iſrael, and the ha p- 
pine ſs he has raiſed them to, whilſt with others 
they communicate what has been abundantly 
ſupplied to themſelves. But he, who refuſes 
obedience in theſe things, ſhall publicly receive 
thirty-nine laſhes from the common beadle : 
Which moſt ignominous puniſhment ler a free- 
man ſufter; becauſe by a ſlave- like drudgery 
to gain, he has diſgraced his character. For 
as to you, who have had an experience of ca- 
lamities both in Agypt and in the wilderneſs, 
It will be moſt laudable to take pity of thoſe 
that feel the like neceflities ; and having re- 
ceived an abundance of wealth from the mercy 
of Divine Providence, from the fame conſide- 
ration extended it liberally to them that want. 
Over and above the two tenths which I have 
ordered ſhould yearly be paid, the one of them 
to the Levites, the ſecond for entertainments, 
every third year, let a third part be appro- 


priated 
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priated for the relief of thoſe that are widows, 


and children that are orphans. But of ripe 
fruits, whatever comes to hand firft; let them 
bring into the temple ; and with grateful voice 


having praiſed God upon account of the land 


he has given them, and performed ſacrifice in 


obedience to the law, let them give the firſt 


fruits to the prieſt. Theſe things when any 
one has done, and alſo brought the tenths of 
all, together with the firſt fruits, which either 
were to be paid to the Levites, or beſtowed in 
feaſting before his return home, ſtanding over 
againſt the temple, let him give thanks to God, 
that delivered them from the fore oppreſſion 
of Agypt, and has bleſſed them with the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a large and fertile land : And having 
declared that he has made payment of the 
tenths according to the laws of oy/es, let him 
humbly pray God, always to be bountitul and 
propitious to him, and continue to be merci- 
fully preſent with all the Hebrews, protect - 
ing them in the poſſeſſion of what he has be- 
ſtowed upon them, and graciouſly adding to 
their happineſs. TS IH 
When youths are arrived at. an age fit 
for a married ſtate, let them take to wives 
freeborn virgins, deſcended of honeſt parents: 


However he, who has no mind to wed a vir- 


gin, let him not join himſelf to one, whom he 
has corrupted, and that lives with another, 
leaſt he ſhould give an affliction to her former 
husband. Likewiſe free-men ſhall not marry 
bond-fervants, how great ſoever their love may 
be. For, as a regatd to what is decent ſhould 
weigh more than wild defire, fo this 1s the 
only way by which every one may preſerve 
the dignity of life. Moreover, no man muſt en- 
ter into matrimony with a whore, whoſe nup- 
tial ſacrifices God will not accept, becauſe ſhe 


has brought a reproach upon her body. And 


thus, the diſpoſition of the children will be 


generous and inclined to virtue, if they have 


not ſprung from baſe marriages, nor by the 
wicked taite of thoſe who have kept company 
with a woman that is not free-born. If a man 
ſhall be contracted to one whom he believed to 
be a virgin, and afterwards finds himſelf diſap- 
pointed, let him begin his action and accuſation, 
uſing ſuch proofs as he can bring to make the 
matter evident. But the woman's cauſe muſt 
be ſupported by her father or brother, or thoſe 
who next to them are neareſt of kin to her. 
And if it ſhall appear to the juages, that ſhe 
has not been in fault, ſhe may continue to live 
with her accuſer, he having no power to put 
her away, without ſhe gives him ſuch provo- 
cations, as cannot be contradicted. But if he 
has laid this crime and calumny through im- 
prudence and raſhneſs, let him ſuffer puniſh- 
ment, receiving forty laſhes, and pay to her 
father fifty ſickles. But if he brings ſtrong 
evidence that ſhe had been defiled, and 1s one 
of the people (becauſe the has not with pru- 
dence detended her virginity to the time of 
marriage) let her be ſtoned to death: And if 
ſhe be a daughter of one of the prieſts, let her 
be burnt alive. If any one has two wives, and 
he treats one of them with great honour and 
kindneſs, for love or beauty, or ſome other 
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cauſe, but the other with leſs regard and af- 
fection; if the ſon of the favourite wife, be- 
ing younger than him begot upon the other, 


ſhould, for the father's love to his mother, en- 


deavour to fill the place of an elder ſon, in or- 
der to get a double 


inheritance (for this I have taken care of 


amongſt the laws) let him not obtain his pur- 


poſe. For it is unjuſt, that the eldeſt, from a ſmall 
inconvenience upon the mother-ſide, ſhould be 
defrauded of that which is his due by birth. 
He, who diſpoils a maid contracted by ano- 
ther man of her honour, if indeed he has per- 
ſaaded her, and to her own ſhame got her con- 
ſent, ſhall together with her be put to death. 
For both of them are alike naught: He, 
for having enticed a virgin to run headlong 


into a moſt vile act, and prefer it to an honour- 


able marriage; and ſhe for agreeing, for ſen- 
ſual appetite or gain, to give him acceſs to 
commit the wickedneſs. But if he has met her 


any where by herſelf, and raviſhed her, none 


being preſent to lend aſſiſtance, the man alone 
ſhall ſuffer death. He who lies with a virgin 


not affianced to another man, ſhall take her to 


wife. But if her father is not willing to be- 


ſtow her upon him in marriage, then muſt the 


man pay down fifty ſicles by way of fine for 
the damage. He, who from what reaſon ſo- 
ever, wants to part with his wife that lives with 
him, (for many ſuch caſes happen amongſt men) 
muſt give it her in writing, that he will have no 
more to do with her. And by this means ſhe 
ſhall have a liberty to marry another. But 
before this is done, ſhe cannot take the privi- 
lege. But if it falls out, that ſhe likewiſe ſuf- 
fers abuſe by her next husband, or, that, upon 
the death of this, the former husband would 
take her back again to wife, it ſhall not be 
granted her to return. | 

When a man dies without children, let his 
brother marry the widow, and the firſt boy 
born of her be called after the name of the 
dead, and bred up as an hope and ſucceſſor of 
his inheritance. If this be done it will both 
be much to the advantage of the republick; 
whilſt families are not permited to fail, and 
eſtates kept among relations: And it will lighten 
the grief of the women, to be married to 
men ſo near in blood to their firſt husbands. 
But if the brother abſolutely refuſes ro marry 
her, the woman ſhall teſtify this before the 
ſenate; that being willing to continue in the 
family and have children by him, he would not 
accept her, doing an injuſtice to the memory 
of his dead brother. And the ſenate, having 
demanded a reaſon, why he appears to have 
an averſion to the marriage, whether he gives 
a real or pretended one, muſt be ſatisfied 
with it. 'Then the wife of his deceaſed brother 
having drawn off his ſhoes, and ſpit in his face, 
may tell him he deſerves no better treatment 
from her, becauſe he had done an injury to the 


name of the dead. And he muſt go from the 


ſenate, with a note of ignominy for life : But 
ſhe may give herſelf in marriage to the firſt 
man ſhe likes that asks her the queſtion. 

any one has brought home a captive virgin, ot 


a woman that has been married, and 3 
a reſo- 


tion of the paternal 
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„ «lution to make her his wife, let him not 
en een tho bed, and familiarly converſe with 


her. till ſhaved and in a funeral habit, ſhe has 
9 her relations and friends, that pe- 


riſh'd in the battle: To the end, that when ſhe 


ſhall have overcome the ſorrow, which ſhe feels 
for the loſs of them, ſhe may thus, at length, 
turn her thoughts to jollity and marriage, For 
it is a decent and reaſonable thing, that he, 
who takes a woman with a deſign to have 
children by her, ſhould have a regard to her 
pleaſure, and not refuſe her deſires, by follow- 
ing only his own will. When once thirty days 
are paſt in mourning, (for theſe are reckoned 
by wiſe people a ſufficient time to bewail the 
dead,) then he may marry her. But if converſa- 
tion ſhould bring a diſguſt, and he abhors the 
thought of taking her to wife, let him not have 
the power to make her a bond- ſervant. But the 
woman, by the liberty which ſhall be given 
her, may go where ſhe pleaſes, 
What youths ſoever contemn their parents, 
and give them not due honour, affronting them 
either with ſome reproach or malicious provo- 
cation, let the parents firſt reprove them with 
words, (for they commonly are fit judges,) and 
tell them, That they had married not with a 


view of pleaſure, nor join'd their eſtates together, 


in order to come at an heap of wealth; but with 
an intent to have children, who might ſupport 
them in their old age, and ſupply them with 
all things, that at laſt they might not happen to 
Want. Adding, that giving moſt humble thanks 
to God, for favouring us with a ſon, we have 
educated thee with all care, grudging no coſt, 
that ſeem' d neceſſary either for thy health, or the 
improvement of thy mind in excellent knowledge, 
| But now (for we muſt give ſome indulgence to 
the errors of youth) we would have thee think it 
enough, that thou haſt hitherto fail d in the re- 
gard due to us, return therefore to a ſound judg- 
ment; conſidering with thyſelf, that God likewiſe 
is highlyoffended at thoſe things, which are com- 
mitted againſt parents; ſeeing himſelf is the Fa- 
ther of all mankind, and 1 upon it as a con- 
tempt of him, when thoſe who are dignified with 
the ſame name, receive not that reſpect which is 
due to them from their children, And beſides, in 
ſuch caſes the law gives a ſentence, from which 
there is no appeal; be it far therefore 2 t hee 
to try the experiment. It with this admodition 
the youth 1s reform'd, let him be free from all 
farther chaſtiſement. For by this means the 
lawgiver ſhall be had in reputation, and the 
parents be reckon'd fortunate, who have nei- 
ther ſeen a ſon or daughter puniſh'd. But if their 
words and inſtruEtions for amendment, appear to 
have profited nothing ; but by continued pro- 
vocations againſt their parents, they come at 
laſt to forfeit all mercy from the laws, let the 
perſon or perſons guilty be brought by the pa- 
rents themſelves without the city, the multi- 
tude following them, and ſtoned to death; and 
after they have been hang' d for one whole day, 
in the fight of all mankind, let them be buried 
in the dark of the night. After the ſame man- 
ner let all come to be treated, who have been 
condemned for a capital crime. But let even 
enemies a buried, and let no dead perſon lie 


/ the Antiquities of the | J ews. 


* 


without a ſpot of earth to cover him, ſufferin 
a puniſhment beyond what is conſiſtent wit 
juſtice. OT A 1 80 
We forbid by a law, to take uſury of any of 
the Hebreus, either for meat or drink. For it 
is not juſt to mix with our eſtates, what ſhall 


ariſe from the miſeries of our brethren : But, 


the man who lends them affiſtance, ſhould com- 


pute amongſt his gains, as well the thanks of 


thoſe he may relieve, as the certain, reward 


he ſhall meet with from God for his huma- 


nity. 

But ſuch as have borrowed, either ſilver, 
or any ſort of fruits, either moiſt or dry, 
if affairs, by the bleſſing of God, ſucceed to 
their wiſh, with a greatful and cheerful mind, 
let them return them to their creditors, as per- 
ſons that only have them in depoſit, and will, 


it they happen to want, reſtore them. But it 
the debtors act unjuſtly, with regard to pay- 


ment, and make unneceſſary delays, the law 
permits not them, that enter their houſes to 
take the pledges, before they have had the 
decree of a judge; however, they may, ſtand- 
ing without doors, ask the pledge, and let the 
debtor himſelf fetch it to the creditor, in no- 
thing contradicting him, who makes his de- 
mand by authority of the law. And if the 
man be rich who gave the pledge, let the 


creditor detain it, till the loan is ſatisfied: If 


oor, the creditor ſhall give it him back be- 
fore ſun-ſet, eſpecially where the pledge con- 
ſiſts of wearing apparel, to the end he may 
have ſomething to defend himſelf from the cold 
in his ſleep; for the Great God extends his 
mercy to the poor. But let no man take a 
mill, and inſtruments belonging to it in pledge, 


leaſt by the want of theſe, they ſnould be de- 


prived of means to prepare food, and conſe- 


quently fall through their great poverty into 


very great hardſhips. 

He that ſteals a man, ſhall certainly be pu- 
niſhed with death: But he who has ſtole gold 
or ſilver, muſt reſtore it double. Any man 
may kill a perſon that endeavours to rob his 
houſe, even, 1n the caſe he found him only in 
an attempt to dig through his wall; and the 
law ſhall bear him harmleſs. He, who hath 
{tole a beaſt, ſhall make a four-fold reſtitu- 


tion, except it be an ox, for then he muſt reſtore 


five oxen. But the perſon who cannot pay, 
muſt be made over as a ſervant to thoſe, for 
whoſe uſe he ſtands ad judged to lay down the 
fine. 5 | | . 

When a man is fold to any one of his confe- 
derate tribes, he ſhall ſerve him fix years, and 
have his liberty on the ſeventh. But if he 
ſhould take a reſolution to ſtay with the buyer, 
either out of affection to children he may 
happen to have by one of the ſlaves, or from 
gratitude to his maſter for kindneſſes received, 
let him at the year of jubilee, (which falls out 
every fiftieth year,) be ſer at liberty with his 
wife and children. 

He, who finds either gold or ſilver upon 
the road, after enquiring who loſt it, and ſig- 
nifying by the crier, the place where it was 
found, if the owner comes to be known, ſhall 


then LUX it, conſidering with himſelf that 
it 
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90 
it is not honeſt to reap advantage by another's 
loſs. - In like manner alſo, as to cattle that 
one may find wandering in the deſert, till 
the owner can be heard of, he may keep 
them amongſt his own, calling God to wit- 
neſs, that he will not act unjuſtly by his 
ne! hbour. 2 . 
"I man ſhall paſs by his neighbour's beaſt 
that he ſees lying in . diſtreſs, ſtuck faſt in the 
mud by ſtormy weather: Bur let him aſſiſt and 
relieve it, thinking it his duty and proper buſi- 
neſs ſo to do. | 
Let every one ſhew the ways to paſſengers 
that ask them; and not, for the ſake of a little 
laughter, hinder the profit of another, by ſend- 
ing him out of the road. 8 
In like manner, let no man throw reproaches 
upon an abſent, or a dumb man. 

If any man is wounded in a ſcuffle, where 
no inſtrument of iron is uſed, let him inſtantly 
be puniſhed who did the injury in the fame 
manner. But if he ſhall continue ill for many 
days at home, and afterwards die, let not the 
perſon be puniſhed who gave him the blow, 
But if he ſhould recover, and has ſpent a great 
deal upon his illneſs, let him be repaid all that 
has been laid out for medicine during the 

time of his confinement, and alſo the fees 
given to his phyſicians. He that kicks a wo- 


man with child, and thence an abortion follows, 


ſhall be fined by the judges, from this conſide- 
ration, that he has diminiſhed the people, by 
deſtroying the fruit in the womb ; Beſides, he 
ſhall be bound to pay money to the woman's 
husband. But if ſhe dies of the blow, he like- 
wiſe ſhall ſuffer death; the law judging it rea- 
ſonable, that lite ſhould go for life. 

Let none of the 1/7ae/ites keep by them any 
drugs, that are either deadly, or made up with 
a deſign for other miſchief. Whoever there- 
fore happens to be ſeized with ſuch things about 
him, let him be condemned to death, ſuffering 
the ſame evil he had intended to thoſe who 
were to have received the poiſon. 1 

He that has maimed another, ſhall meet with 


the ſame fate, forfeiting the like member; un- 


leſs the perſon maimed chuſes rather to take 
money; the law impowering the injured perſon 
to make an eſtimate of the damage ſuſtained by 
the accident, and permitting him to do this, 
except he has a mind to be more cruel. 

When an ox puſhes with his horns, the maſter 
ſhall give orders ro have him ſlain. But if he 
has wounded and killed any man, let him be 
ſtoned to death, and his carcaſe thrown 
away, not to be eaten by men, And if the 
owner ſhall be convicted, of having previcuſly 
known the vicious nature of the beaſt, and hath 
not kept him within doors, let him alſo be put 
to death, as being the cauſe that the man was 
killed by the ox. And in the caſe, that an ox 
has killed either a man or a maid ſervant, let 
him alſo be ſtoned to death ; but the maſter of 
the ox, ſhall pay thirty ſicles to the maſter of 
the perſon killed. Moreover if one ox ſtrikes 
his horns into another ox, ſo that he dies, 
both the dead one and the puſher ſhall be fold, 
and the money equally divided between the 
two maſters, | 
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Thoſe who fink a well or pit, - muſt take 
great care to make a defence of boards round 


them, not ſo as to hinder people from drawing 


water, but only to prevent the danger of fall- 


ing into them. But if the beaſt of any man 


happens to die, by a fall into one of theſe un- 
fenced pits, he who dug the pit ſhall pay the 
value to the owner. Likewiſe let the roofs of 


your houſes be ſutrounded with ſomething, 


which, ſupplying the place of a wall, may 
guard and preſerve you from falls and 
death. 

He who has received a truſt, ſhall keep and 
ſecure it like a thing ſacred and venerable; and 
let no one, either man, or woman, attempt any 
thing with a view to defraud him who gave 
it them in charge; even ſuppoſing that great 
gain ſhould thence ariſe, and the matter 
might be ſo concealed that none could accuſe 
them. For it is moſt juſt and reaſonable, that 
all mankind ſhould behave honeſtly, aſſuring 
themſelves that their own minds are conſcious 
of whatever they do, (and ſince every one is a 
ſufficient witneſs to his own actions, let him 
always ſtudy to deſerve the praiſe of others,) 
remembering, eſpecially, that all your tranſ- 
actions ſtand maniteſt and open in the ſight of 
God, from whom no wicked man can hide him- 
ſelf. However, if the perſon entruſted, has in- 
nocently loſt the depoſit, he muſt go before 
ſeven judges, and make oath, that nothing has 
been loſt by his will and fault, nor any part 
thereof uſed by him, and ſo he ſhall clear him- 
ſelf, But, if he has ventur'd to put to his 
own uſe, the leaſt part of any thing that be- 
longed to the creditor, and then loſes it, he 
ſhall be bound to reſtore the whole that he has 
received. In like manner as in depoſits, if any 
one detains the wages of thoſe who labour with 
their bodies, let him eall to mind, that an hire 
of the poor man is not to be withheld, and let 
him conſider, that God has given him a right 
to wages, in the room of lands and other poſ- 
ſeſſions. Let nothing therefore retard pay- 
ment, but ſatisſy him the ſame day: For it is 
the pleaſure of God, that the labourer ſhould 
not be defrauded, even ſo much as a minute 
of time of the fruit of his labour. t 

Let not the children ſuffer for the wicked- 


neſs of parents; but rather account them wor- 


thy of pity, and of eſteem, (upon account of 
their own innocence, which is not ſullied by their 
being deſcended of impious parents,) than pro- 
ſecute them with hatred for what is none of 
their fault. Neither are the ſins of the chil- 
dren to be charged upon the parents : For 
youth very often take a diſtaſte to learning, 
allowing themſelves in many things, that they 
were never taught by their parents example. 
Let all men abhor Eunuchs, and ſhun their 
converfation who have loſt their manhood, 
and the fruit of generation, which God has be- 
ſtowed upon man, towards an increaſe of the 
human ſpecies. But let them be drove away as 
thoſe that have killed their children, and de- 
ſtroyed their birth by cutting off that, whence 
they ſhould have proceeded, (for it is very 
plain, that they, who have weakened the 
ſpring of their mind, muſt alſo have effeminatè 
bodies.) 


Book IV. wi 
aniſh likewiſe whatever the ſpecta- 
Rb be a monſter. The law com- 
mands you, neither to caſtrate men, nor other 
animals. SG ; 
If the republick is governed by this body 
of laws in time of peace, God will preſerve and 
defend their integriry from the ſhocks of ſe- 
dition; but it is to be hoped you will not in- 
novate, or make any alterations. However, 
becauſe ſuch is the neceſlary viciſſitude of af- 
fairs, that mankind muſt either involuntarily, 
or by choice, ruſh into tumults and dangers, 
let us not even neglect a few precautions in 
this caſe, to the end that foreſeeing what may 
happen, you may not be deſtitute of what will 
be of uſe to you in the day of danger; nor 
being then at a loſs what to do, fall unprov1- 
ded into calamitous times. God grant, that in 
peace and trenquillity you may poſſeſs the 
land, which his bleſſing upon your labours, 
and exerciſe of virtue, will give you ; and 
may no pernicious invaſion of foreigners, or 
inteſtine commotion hurt you, through which, 
being prompted to forſake the cuſtoms of your 
anceſtors, you may deſtroy the conſtitution ; and 
that alſo you may never ceaſe to regard the 
laws which God has approved and given you. 
If any war ſhould happen, either now 1n 
this your age, or afterwards afff ict your poſte- 
rity, I wiſh the ſcene of action may not lie 
within your native country. But before you 


enter into a war, ſend Embaſſies and Heralds 


to thoſe that threaten an invaſion ; for it is 
expedient, betore hoſtilities are commenced, to 
make uſe of perſuaſion, declaring, that you, 
though an army is in readineſs, with horſes and 
arms, and aboveall, God himſelf propitious, and 
your helper, you would notwithſtanding rather 
decline it, and the ſpoil of their riches, than 
bring to yourſelves an envied gain. And in- 
deed if they will hearken to you, it is fit to 
preſerve the peace: But, if truſting too much 
to themſelves, (as if they were by much your 
ſuperiors in ſtrength,) they ſeem reſolved to do 
you an injury, lead your army againſt them, 
in the firſt place, repoſing all your truſt in God, 
as your chief commander; then chooſe one 
from amongſt yourſelyes of the moſt conſpi- 
cuous valour, to command in battle. For where 
many have an authority, beſides the detriment 
which it muſt needs give to thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſt conſiſts wholly in expedition, even the very 
method itſelf never fails to cover with ſhame 
the perſons that make uſe of it. Bur let an 
army of valiant men be choſen, remarkable as 
well for ſtrength of body, as fortitude of 
mind, rejecting all the faint-hearted ; leaſt, 
when the battle begins, by taking themſelves 
to flight, they ſhould give an advantage to the 
enemy. And thoſe who have lately built 
houſes, and have not enjoyed them for one 
year, and who have raiſed a nurſery, but have 
not partaken of the fruits, let them be permitted 
to ſtay at home; giving the ſame privilege to 
ſuch who have entered into a treaty of mar- 
rage, or been newly wedded : Leaſt for theſe 
reaſons, cautious of life, and preſerving them- 
{elves for enjoyment, they ſhould renounce the 


e part of the man, and incline wholly to 
the woman: | 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
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When you have reſolved upon war, and raiſed 
your army, let it be your care to do nothing cruel 
and wicked. When you beſiege a city, and want 
wood to make your engines, deface not theland, 
by cutting down tender -and fruitful trees ; 
but ſpare them, recollecting that they had their 
being for the profit of men; and that, if they 
were able to ſpeak, they would expoſtulate 
with you, how contrary to their merit, and 
without any juſt grounds, they had been ill 
uſed, as having had no hand in the war, and 
certainly would thence inſtantly depart, and take 
up their reſidence in another country, if it was 
but in their power. But when you have over- 
come your enemies in battle, ki every one 
that made a ſtout oppoſition ; as to the reſt, 
tie them down to be ſlaves, excepting the na- 
tion of the Canaanites only: For theſe you 


muſt of neceſſity deſtroy to a man. 


Beware, however, and eſpecially in armies, 
that a woman be not ſeen in maſculine habit, 
nor a man decked out with the trinkets of a 
woman. ” 

This was the excellent inſtitution of the repub- 
lick at this time ; but ſome other matters were 
regulated by him about forty years before, 
and theſe we ſhall refer to another book. And 


upon the following days, (for by his order the 


people were every day called together,) he be- 
{towed upon them his hearty bleſſings, together 
with heavy curſes upon thoſe who would not 
give obedience to the laws, but act in contra- 
diction to them. Then he repeated a prophe- 
tical Song, which he has left us in Holy 
Writ, containing a prediction of things future, 
agreeable to which, all events hitherto have 
come to paſs, and do daily happen; nor has 
he failed in one particular from the truth. He 
gave the books wherein thoſe things were 
written to the prieſts, together with the ark, 
in which he had depoſited the Tex Command - 
ments written in two tables, and the tabernacle. 
He likewiſe admoniſh'd the people, that, when 
they had ſubdued the land of the Cana anites, 
and got the peaceable poſſeſſion, they ſhould not 
put up the miſchiefs that had been done them 
by the Amaleſtites But undertaking an expedi- 
tion againſt them, take vengeance of thoſe in- 
juries, wigh which the Amalekites had oppreſ- 
ſed them, whilſt they continued in the Deſert. 

When you ſhall have made the conqueſt of 
Canaan, and utterly deſtroyed (as is neceſ- 
ſary,) all the inhabitants, you ſhall build an 
altar with an aſpect to the riſing Sun, not far 
from the city of Sichem, placing it between 
two mountains, Garizim towards the right 


hand, and that which is called Gal, upon the 


left: And dividing the army into two bodies, 


ſix tribes in a body, aſſign them their quarters 


upon the two mountains, and together with 
them the Levites and the prieſts. And firſt of 
all, thoſe placed upon Garizim, ſhall humbly 
pray for happineſs to them, who ſhall be fer- 
vent worſhippers of God, and obſervers of the 
law he had given them, and had not neglected 
the kind admonitions : The ſix other tribes ſhall 
give their beſt wiſhes to the confederates, and 
whilft theſe again continue praying, the former 
ſix tribes ſhall ſing praiſes. Then likewiſe 
they muſt pronounce curſes againſt the wicked, 
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mutually ratifying and approving what one and 
other ſaid. But he committed to writing both 
the prayers for ſucceſs and the curſes, that 
it might not be in the power of time to diſ- 
continue their uſe. After an order (alittle before 
his death,) to have them inſcribed upon each 
ſide of the altar, he gave the people leave to 
ſacrifice ſtanding and preſent burnt-offerings, 
but forbad them from that day to lay another 
ſacrifice upon it: For it was not lawful. Theſe 


were the inſtitutes of Moyſes, and the nation of 


the Hebrews continues their obedience to 
them. i ny 

The day following, having aſſembled the 
people together, with the women and chil- 
dren, and alſo their ſlaves : He bound them 
all by an oath, to keep and obſerve the 
laws : And thar reverently efteeming the will 
of God, they ſhould not violate them, either 
upon account of relation, or fear ; nor reckon 
any cauſe whatever powerful enough to ſuper- 
ſede an obſervance of the laws. That they 
ſhould likewiſe take revenge of ſuch, whether 
it was a kinſman or city, as ſhould riſe up, or 
endeavour either publickly or privately, to 
bring confuſion, and an end to their govern- 
ment: And having overcome them, they ſhould 
finally cut them off, and, if poſſible, not leave the 
leaſt veſtige to call up the memory of their 
mad inſolence. But if they had not force ſuf- 
ficient to chaſtiſe them, they ſhould at leaſt 
ſhew a convincing proof, that theſe things had 
been concerted without their knowledge. And 
the whole multitude enter'd into this oath. 
He likewiſe caught them, how to make ſa- 
crifices more acceptable to God, and when to 
begin a war, taking the ſign from the ſtones, 
as has been before declared. Foſhua propheſied 
alſo, whilit Moy/es was yet preſent: And 
having weigh'd and conſider'd all things, that 
he delign'd to do for the common-weal, both 
in war and peace, in order to eſtabliſh the laws 
and the conſtitution, he foretold, by Divine 
Inſpiration, that © If they violated their reli- 
gion towards God, they ſhould teel many ca- 
< Jamities, in ſuch a manner that their land 
c ſhould be filled with hoſtile armies, their ci- 
< ties utterly deſtroyed, and the temple ſet 
© on fire, and themſelves being fold ſhould be- 
© come ſlaves to men, who would ſhew no pity 
< tothelr wretchedneſs, but when they came 
o 
c 
* 
4 
c 


to ſufter thus, they ſhould in vain fly to re- 

pentance. But God, who created you, will 

reſtore to the confederates both their cities 
and the temple: But it will happen that you 

{ſhall loſe them not once, but often.” 

Then Moy/es having exhorted Foſhua to con- 
duct the army againſt the Canaanites, under 
the propitious aid of God, and wiſhed all joy 
and proſperity to the people, Since I am, (ſaid 
he,) upon taking a receſs with our forefathers, 
and God hath appointed this day for my removal 
to them, whilſt I am yet on this fide of exift= 
ence, and in your company, I give him all praiſe 
and thanks, as well for his fatherly protection 
of you, (which he hath fhewn not only in avert= 
ing your calamities, but exalting you to an happy 
oſpftance to me in all my labours, 
and ſtruggles of mind, to bring about your wel- 
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fare, and his moſt gracious mercy to us in all 
things. For He preſided over us in all our un- 
dertakings, and beftowed the fortunate iſſue, 


ufing only me as an inſtrument, and miniſter of 
the benefits, that he was pleaſed to confer upon 


his people. For which reaſons, I have thought 
it a debt of juſtice, before my departure, to 


commemorate the Power of God, and recommend 


you to His Providence. Returning therefore this 


my tribute of gratitude to him, I muſt leave 
with you this in memory, that it is your duty 
to worſhip and honour Him, and keep and ob- 
ſerve his laws for ever, as the moſt precious 
gift of all the worldly bleſſings you have hitherto 
received, or can probably expe. You know 
truly, that even a lawgiver amongſt men, is a 
terrible enemy, whilft his laws are violated and 
inſolently deſpiſed. But have a care, how you 
incur the wrath of God, for a contempt of thoſe 
laws, which He Himſelt hath made and given 
ol. | 

: Moyſes having ſpoke theſe things to the laſt 
period of his life, and propheſied of all the good 
things which in ſucceeding ages ſhould happen 
to each tribe; the multitude on a ſudden burſt 
out in tears, and the women, by violently ſtri- 
king their breaſts, declared their ſorrow for 
him, now he was ready to die : Nay, the very 
children expreft a great concern, who, bein 

of a more tender diſpoſition, and leſs able to 
ſuppreſs their grief, now ſeem'd, with a ſen- 
ſibility ſuperior to their ages, to deplore the 
loſs of his virtue, and great conduct in the 
management of affairs. In ſhort, both old 
and young, from a lively ſenſe of his merits 
raiſed among themſelves a kind of contention, 


in their lamentations on his account ; for the 


former were exceedingly dejected at the con- 
ſideration of being ſhortly to be deprived of 
ſuch a general for the future, and the latter 
were no leſs mournful on the ſame occaſion, 
becauſe now, (they fancied,) being to be for- 
ſaken by him, they ſhould not ſufficiently ex- 
perience his goodneſs and piety. 

Now ary one may imagine the great con- 
cern which at this time the people ſhewed, 


from that which our lawgiver himſelf expreſ- 


ſed; for though he had made it, throughout 
the whole courſe of his life, an eſtabliſh'd rule, 
and firmly was of opinion, that it was an un- 
becoming thing in any man to be caſt down at 
the thought of dying, as being that which 
every perſon muſt one time or another ſuffer, 
according to the Will of God, and law of na- 
ture; yer the deſponding ſpirit which he now 
obſerved in the multitude, drew at laſt the 
rears from his eyes. As he went to the place 
from whence he was to vaniſh out of ſight, an 
univerſal weeping was ſeen among thoſe who 
followed after him, bur lifting up his hand to 
thoſe at ſome diſtance from him, he ſignified to 
them to ſtop, and remain eaſy ; and thoſe who 
were about him, he exhorted, with friendly 
words, not to go any further after him, leait 
by that means, they ſhould make his departure 
grievous and uneaſy to himſelf. At this, the 
people eſteem'd it a very juſt thing, to let him 
depart and die after his own deſire; whete- 


upon ſorrowfully lamenting one another, ON 
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ſted from goin any further, and only the 
Flere, hr ney the high prieſt, and eus 


the general, accompanie him; but when 
22 was come upon mount Abarus, which 
is a lofty hill ſtanding over-againſt Jericho, and 
affords a very wide proſpect over the moſt plea- 
ſant and moſt fruitful country of the Canaanites, 
to thoſe who aſcend it, he diſmiſſed the E/- 
ders ; after which, embracing Eleazar and 
Feſus, while as yet he was diſcourſing with 
them, a cloud deſcended, and hung over him, 
when ſuddenly he diſappear'd, being carried 
away into a certain vale. In the Sacred Books 
it is written, that he died, and was buried in a 
valley in the land of Moab, by God; but that 


no man knows of his ſepulchre. 


He lived in all one hundred and twenty 
years, the third part of which, wanting one 
month, he exerciſed the chief authority, and 
died at the new moon, in the laſt month of 
the year, which is called Dy/trus, by the 
Macedonians ; and Adarus, by our nation. 
He was a perſon who greatly excelled all 
other men before him, and one, who, in his 
reſolutions and enterprizes, diſcovered the 
greateſt depth of underſtanding ; being bleſ- 
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ſed with a wonderful perſuaſive force of 
ſpeech, :— agg when at any time he pub- 
lickly ſpoke to the people. He was likewiſe- 
ſo great a maſter over his paſſions, that his 
ſoul ſeemed always to be in a calm, and 
wholly ſet at liberty from them; and if ar 
any time he ſeemed to be in a paſſion, he was 
not really ſo, but only made a ſhew thereof, 
by reaſon of the influence it had upon others. 
Then, for the poſt of a general, he was rec- 
koned among the firſt ; and in the office” of a 
prophet, no one was his equal, for he was 
enabled to foretel every thing; and in his 
diſcourſe one would have imagined to have 


heard the language of a God. 


The people mourned for him thirty days, 
the Hebrews in that ſpace expreſſing ſo great 
a ſorrow for him, as ſince his departure never 
poſſeſt them in the like manner: For not onl 
thoſe who had lived and conyerſed with him, 
had him in high veneration ; but alſo thoſe 
who had either ſeen or peruſed his laws, en- 
tertain'd the ſame opinion of him, makin 
their conjecture from thence of the excellency 
of his virtue. And ſuch was the End of Moyſes, 
as we have herein declared. | 
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CHA 


How Jeſus the General of the Hebrews, waging War with the Canaanites, overcame 
and jlew them, and afterwards divided their Country among the Tribes by Lot. 


OW when Moy/es, as is before 

related, was taken away from 
the ſight of men, and 7eſus had 
perform*d all due ſolemnites to 
him, and the time of mourning 
was over, he commanded the 
people to prepare themſelves, and to be ready 
with him for an engagement; whereupon alſo 
he ſent ſpies to Fericho, that he might get 
intelligence of the ſtrength of the citizens, 
and in what diſpoſition they ſtood. Mean 
time he reviewed his army, with a deſign at a 
convenient time to paſs over Fordan, and to 
the princes and chief of the tribes of Ruben, 


Gad and Manaſſes, he ſent orders to meet toge- 


ther; (for to the half tribe of Manaſſes fell 
Amoræa, the ſeventh portion of the country 
of the Canaanites to dwell in.) When they were 
come unto him, he put them in mind of all thoſe 
things which they had promiſed to Jfoy/es, and 
entreated them, that, for his ſake, who, to the 
laſt moments of his life, had ſne wn himſelf rea- 
dy and unwearied in taking care of them, they 
would now, for the common good, chearfully 
perform their agreement, With Jeſus fix 
hundred thouſand armed men marched from 
Abila to Jordan, | — 

When he was come near to Jordan he en- 
camped there, and the ſpies in a ſhort time 
returned, having made themſelves thoroughly 
acquainted with the condition of the inhabitants; 
for, unknown to any one, and without the leaſt 
fear they view'd their city, but more eſpecially 
the walls, and took cloſe obſervation in what part 
they were the ſtrongeſt, and in what the leaſt 
defenſible and beſt to be attack'd ; beſides if 
any of the gates were weak enough, ſo as to 
admit an entrance to his army, All who met 


them, paſled by, negleCting or rather eſteem- 
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ing them ſtrangers and travellers, who, as was 
cuſtomary, through a deſire of ſeeing their city, 
had come, and were viewing the curioſities in 
it, but not with any intention as enemies. It 
happen'd that about the evening they entered 
an inn near the walls, with deſign to ſup there; 
but whilſt they were anxious and full of thought 
about their return back, news was carried to the 
king, that certain men from the camp of the He- 
brews were come to {earch the city, and that they 
abſconded themſelves in Rachadb's houſe. Up- 
on hearing of this the king 'ſent ſome of his 
guards, with expreſs orders to bring them 
bound to him, that by putting them to tor- 
ment, he might find out the occaſion of their 
coming there: But Rachab, as ſoon as ſhe was 
made acquainted with the arrival of the guards. 
hid the ſpies under ſome bundles of flax, which 
ſhe at that time had accidertally laid upon the WA 
roof of her houſe to dry. Whereupon, ſhe Wl 
told thoſe who were ſent from the king, that 
certain firangers, whom the knew nothing of, 
had ſapp'd at her houſe a little before ſun ſet, 
but were ſince departed, adding, that if they 
were perſons who might be ſuſpected by the 
eity, and endangered the ſafety of the king, they - 
might, without much difficulty, be overtaken Wu 
by any who would purſue after them: The Wn 
men being thus deceived by the woman, went We 
away without ſearching the houſe, and having 
traced all the paſſages which lead to the river, 
and through which there was any poſſibility of 
their paſſing, they gave over their purſuit at 
laſt, without making any diſcovery of them; Wn 
and no ſooner was the noiſe and diforder occa- 
ſioned hereby over, than Rachab brought. out 
the men, and acquainted them with the riſque 
ſhe had undergone for their ſafety; ſaying, it 
the king had found her out in the fact, ol = 
| . in 
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whereon to march over, no ſuch attempt having paſs, that the ſame ſhould be deliver'd into their 
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ne hid them, it had been impoſſible for her to 
_ ID his vengeance, but thar ſhe muſt 
have periſhed with her whole. houſe ; there- 
fore ſhe begged them, that when they came 
to poſſeſs the land of the Canaanites, they 
would bear this action of her's in their remei- 
brance, and repay it with thanks ; ſhe bad them 
deſcend into the houſe, and bind themſelves 
with an oath, that they would preſerve her and 
her family, when the city ſhould happen to be 
taken, and all the inhabitants therein put to the 
ſword, as it was foretold to them; for (added 
ſhe) theſe things I am made privy to by ſigns 
given me from God. The {pies hereupon, not 
only owned themſelves under great obli- 
gations for what ar preſent they had re- 


ceived from her, but likewiſe ſwore that 


they would deal truly with her for the time 
to come; adviſing her at the. ſame time, 
that the moment ſhe ſhould underſtand that 
the city was taken, ſhe ſhould convey into 
ſome ſecret place all her goods and neceſſaries, 
and that for a token, whereby the general might 
diſtinguiſh her houſe, and fo reſtrain his peo- 

le from committing any injury againſt it, 
ſhe ſhould hang lines of ſcarlet to the windows 
thereof, adding, we ourſelves will point at 
them to him, becauſe of thy readineſs to pre- 
ſerve. us; but if any of thy kindred ſhall 
happen to be abroad and fall in battle, let us 
not be reproached by thee upon that account, 
for we pray that God, by whom we have ſworn, 
may execute his vengeance upon us if we violate 
our engagement; after they had promiſed thus 
to perform, and had let themſelves down by a 
rope from the walls, they departed; and get- 
ting back in ſafety to their camp, told all they 
had done in the city; whereupon Jeſus related 
to Eleazar the high prieſt and to the elders, 
what the ſpies had ſworn to Rac hab, who all 
unanimouſly agreed to perform what had been 


promiſed. 


Now Fe/us, the general, was in great ſollici- 
tude about paſſing the ford of Fordan ; for at 
this time the river was ſwollen, and very rapid, 
and there was not any poſſibility of fixing bridges 


ever been made there; neither, if bridges could 
have been fixed, was there any reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Ho could uſe them with ſafety, 
and moreover they had no boats. God there- 
fore promiſed Feſus that he would make the 
river paſſable for him, by cauſing a ſudden re- 
treat of the waters ; wherefore after the ſpace 
of two days, he. march'd with the whole ar 


in the following manner: In the firſt place came 


loved by the Levites carrying the tabernacle ' 


the prieſts, bearing the ark, who were fol- 


and the veſlels appointed for the ſervice of the 
== {acritice. After theſe marched all the tribes, 


having the women and children in the midſt of 


7 -al them ; this being done through a motive of 
= tion, leſt the force of the current ſhould 


car them away; but when the prieſts obſer- 


„ ved that the river was paſſable, and that the 
N ap idity of 
aoentcred the channel firſt; 


the ſtream was reſtrained, they 
whereupon the 


Tf reſt confidently followed, and went in ; for 


0 bow the waters being divided, and with- 


rawing on each fide, they perceived that 
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God had made the river paſſable, according as 
he had before promiſed. Whilſt the multitude 
marched through and were getting ſafely to the 
other ſide, the prieſts ſtood ſtill in the middle; 
aftet which they went out of the river them- 
ſelves, and ſuffer' d it to poſſeſs its former 
place and channel; for the Hebrews were no 
ſooner got out, than the waters recover'd their 
accuſtom'd depth and force. 

After this the Hebrews marched fifty fur- 
longs further, and pitched their tents about ten 
furlongs diſtance from Feric ho. But Feſus built 
an altar of thoſe ſtones, which the princes of 
the tribes had brought with them out of For- 
dan, according as the prophet had before en- 
joined, and thereon ſacrificed to God; for in 
that very place where he erected it, was 
unanimouſly celebrated the feaſt of the paſſover - 
And it was likewiſe there, that they began to 


receive a plenty of all things, of which but 


lately they ſtood in want. For now the har- 
veſt of the Canaanites was ripe for the ſicle, 
which they gather'd in great abundance; and 
made all other things the right of ſpoil and 
plunder. At this time it alſo was, that their 
food of Manna left them, wherewith they had 
been ſuſtain*d for forty years. 

Now when the Canaanites offered no man- 
ner of reſiſtance againſt the Hraelites for doin 
theſe things, but that, through a cowardly fear, 
they kept themſelves ſhut up within their 
walls; Fe/us reſolv*'d to beſiege them. Where- 
upon, the priefts upon the firſt day of the feſti- 
val carried the ark, (which was ſurrounded 
by a body of armed men to defend 1t,) who 
were followed by other prieſts winding ſeven 
horns, and exhorting the men to behave gal- 
lantly; theſe ſurrounded the city, and the 
rear was brought up by the elders. When the 
prieſts had ſounded their horns, they returned 
to the camp, and did nothing more, but onl 
for fix ſucceſſive entire days continued to ſound 
after the ſame manner. But on the ſeventh, Fe- 
ſus aſſembled all the people and acquainted 
them with the manner of raking of the city ; for 
thar, on that very day God would bring it to 


hands, and the walls on their own accord 
ſhould tumble down without any- toil of the 
ſoldiers : But notwithſtanding this, he enjoyn'd 
them to put to the ſword all they met with, 
and not to keep their hands from the fl. zhter 
upon any conſideration whatever, nor to buſy 
themſelves about the plunder, whereby they 
might ſuffer any of their enemies to eſcape; but 
that they ſhould deſtroy every living thing, 
and convert nothing to their own uſe ; beſides, 
what gold and filver they ſhould find, he com- 
manded them to bring into one place, that 
they might make an offering of it to God, 
as the firſt fruits of their proſperous under- 
taking, and as the ſpoil of the firſt city the 
had taken by ſiege; adding, that they ſhould 
preſerve in ſafety Rachab, with her Kindred, 
becauſe of the oath; which the ſpies had 
obliged themſelves ſolemnly to perform. 

After Feſus had declared himſelf in this 
manner, and marſhalled the hoſt, he drew his 
forces to the city, and once more ſurrounded 
it; the prieſts in the mean time bearing the 
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ark, and ſounding their trumpets, animating the 
ſoldiers with courage to pertorm bravely ; but 
when the army had marched and encompaſſed 
the walls ſeven times round, 1t halted for a 
{mall ſpace ; when ſuddenly the walls tumbled 
down, without any inſtruments of war, or other 
violence or force uſed by the Hebrews for 
that purpole. _ | 
When they ſaw this, they entred the city, 
and flew all therein without diſtinCtion ; for 
the' inhabitants were overwhelmed with too 
great a ſurprize at the ſudden ruin and unex- 
pected overthrow of their walls, to be able to 
ſuſtain the torce of the enemy. All in the 
ſtreets fell by the ſword, and thoſe in the 
houſes in like manner, there being no viſible 
way for any of them to eſcape death ; and all, 
to the very women and infants, were utterly 
cut off. The city was filled with the carcaſſes 
of the ſlain, and no living thing was exempted 
from the ſword, but the whole city and coun- 
try round about it' were laid waſte by fire, 
Rachab, with her relations, were preſerved 
from the common danger by the ſpies ; and 
when ſhe was brought before Feſrs, he pro- 
feſſed his great obligation to her for what ſhe 
had done to them, ſaying, He had not ſent for 
her, if he had not dejign'd to have made a ſut- 
able return for ſuch a kindneſs : Whereupon 


he gave to her lands, and uſed her with all 


imaginable reſpect and civility. 

But if any place in the city eſcaped the vio- 
lence of the flames, J7eſus afterwards utterly 
deſtroy d it, and wiſhed heavy curſes upon any 
one who ſhould attempt to rebuild what he 
had once laid waſte ; namely, that what man 
ſoever ſhould offer to lay the foundation of the 
walls, might loſe his firſt-born ſon; and what 
man ſoever erected it, might be deprived of 
his youngeſt-born ſon. Iheſe curſes, not- 
withſtanding, were not pleaſing to the Deity : 
But in the ſequel we ſhall relate the cala- 
mity which enſued upon them. 

A vaſt quantity ot gold, ſilver, and braſs, 
were gathered together out of the ruins of 
the city, no one preſuming to infringe what 
Jeſus had commanded, or to take any thing, 
and turn it to his own advantage. Theſe ſpoils 
he gave to the prieſts, that they might lay 


them up in the treaſury; and in this manner 


fell Jericho. | 
But there was a certain man named Achar, 
( Achan,) the ſon of Zebedie, of the tribe of 
Judah, who finding a royal garment very richly 
embroidered, together with an ingot of maſly 
gold, weighing about two hundred ſicles, 
thought it an bardſhip not to make uſe of them 
as his own property, when he had acquired 
them with ſo much hazard and danger to him- 
ſelf ; therefore he ſunk a pit within his own 
rent, and therein concealed them, ſuppoſing 
that by that means, he ſhould keep ſecret the 


thing as well from God as from his companions 


the ſoldiers. 

Now the place where Jeſus had incamped, 
was named Galgal, (Gi/pa),) taking its denomi- 
nation from the word Liberty, becauſe havin 
now paſſed over the river, they believ'd them- 
{elves to be altogether freed trom the miſeries 


which they ſuſtained under the Ægyptians, 
and in the Deſert, 
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A few days after the deſtruction of Fericho, 
Feſus diſpatch'd three thouſand armed men to 
Aina, (Ai,) a city ' ſtanding above Jericho, 
in order to beſiege it; who engaging with the 
citizens, were put to flight, and thirty- ſix men 
loſt: Which news being carried to the Iſrac- 
lites, threw them into a great fear and trouble; 
not ſo much on account of the loſs of their 
brethren, though they that were ſlain were 


all men of valour, and highly eſteem'd, as 


for the deſpair which they now conceived; 
for they had brought themſelves to believe that 
the country ſhould be wholly theirs, and that 
their armies ſhould for the future return al- 
ways victorious and unhurt from the battle, 
becauſe God himſelf had vouchſafed to pro- 
miſe it to them; wherefore now ſeeing the 


enemy conquerors, and triumphant, contrary 


to all their expectations, they caſt ſackcloth 
over their garments, and all the day appear'd 
full of ſorrow and tears, not ſuffering them- 
ſelves to taſte the leaſt ſuſtenance ; ſo great 


was their trouble for this accident. 


When Fe/zs ſaw the army in this mournfal 
condition, and with looks thus ſadly dejected, 
in a manner baniſhing all hopes of ſucceſs, he 


thus with confidence addreſs'd himſelf to God: 


We, (ſaid he,) came not hither raſply, or unad- 
viſedly, to reduce this country under our power 
and dominion ; but Moyſes, thy ſervant, on the 
credit of thoſe many figns, by which thou gaveſt 
us aſſurance that thou wouldſt deliver this coun- 
try into our hands, and make our arms always 
viftorious in the field, and to ſubque their ene- 
mies, inciteaſt us to this undertaking : It is true, 
that according to thy word, we have conquer'd 
ſome times; but now that, contrary to our expec= 
tations, we have receiv'd an overthrow, and part 
of our forces is ſlain, not according to thy promi- 
ſes, and what Moyles foretold us; we are greatly 
affiitted, and the more ſo, in regard of our for- 
runes for the future ; becauſe our affairs on the 
firft trial, have proved thus unſucceſsful + Do 
thou, therefore, O Lord, provide a remedy to 
our preſent misfortunes, and baniſh our grief, 
by giving us vittory ; and confirm our minds 


againſt the time to come, by taking away that 


deſpair which we now labour under, _ 
Thus did Fe/vs, caſting himſelf proftrate on 
his face, humbly beſeech God, from whom he 
receivꝰd this anſwer, That he ſhould: ariſe 
© and view the army, which had committed a 
« great wickedneſs, in daring to appropriate 
thoſe things which had been dedicated to 
him, this being the cauſe of their. defeat; 
but after an enquiry ſhould be made, and 
the facrilege duly puniſh'd, they ſhould al- 
ways return victorious from their enemies.” 
Theſe words Fe/us declared to the people, 
and calling to him Eleagar the high prieſt, 
and the chief of the magiſtrates, he bid all the 
tribes caſt lots. Now when it was found out 
that the wickedneſs had been committed in 
the tribe of Fadah, he order'd again that the 
families thereof ſhould caſt lots, when it plain- 
ly appear d that the fact was done in the 
family of Sarachia ; afterwards, when the) 
came to caſt man by man, they ſeized upon 
Ac har; who refuſed to make any diſcovety, 


for which God ſorely wounded his _— | 
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at laſt he confeſſed the thetr, and brought the 
ſtolen things into the midſt of the tribes; 
whereupon he was preſently flain, and in the 
nieht buried in an ignominious manner, as 18 
ufnal, when any one receives condemnation 
from the publick voice of the people. 
And now Jeſus having given inſtructions to 
his army, led them to A:za, and placing pri- 
vately in the night men in ambuſcades about 
the city, he began to encounter with the ene- 
my about break of day; but perceiving the 
citizens fluſhed with their new gotten victory, 
and boldly ruſhing upon his men, he made a 
retreat as if he had fled before them, and by 
that means drew them a great way from their 
city, rejoycing and boaſting as it the victory 
had already fallen on their {ide : 
ving this, ſuddenly gave the ſignal to thoſe 
who were in ambuſh, to come out, whom he 
had placed for that purpoſe : Theſe broke into 
the city, while ſome of the inhabitants within 
were buſy about the walls, and others wholly 
taken up in obſerving their countrymen that 
were without; and the city was in a ſhort 
time afterwards ſet on fire, and all therein put 
to the ſword : But 7% s breaking into the 
ranks of the enemy without, put them to flight, 
who ſeeing the city was taken, and fearing that 
their wives and children ſhould be burned with 
it, they ran diſtractedly over the fields un- 
able, being confounded and deſtitute of all 


their courage, to defend themſelves. After this 


misfortune had befallen the people of Aina, a 


great number of women, and children, and 


{laves, were obtained by the //rae/ites, beſides 
great quantities of moveables, and other ſpoils ; 
alſo large flocks of ſheep, and much ſilver, the 
country being very rich and fruitful : All theſe 
things eus beſtowed upon the ſoldiers, when 
he was at Galpal. ; 

The Canaanites, who lived near to Fernſa- 
lem, ( Feroſolyma) ſeeing the calamities which 
the people of Jericho and Alina had lately 
ſuſtained, and apprehending that the like de- 
ſtruction would happen to them, had not any 
thoughts of ſeeking redreſs for them at the 
hands of Feſius, who had denounced war and 
deſtruction to the whole nation of the Canaa- 
mites ; they therefore invited into an alliance 
with them the Cepherites, and Cariathiarimites, 
who weile their neighbours, telling them, that 
they themſelves would not prove ſufficient to 
detend their countries, if the 1/-ae/ttes ſhould 
come upon them. 


perſwaded; and at laſt they reſolved to unite 


againſt the impending danger, and therefore 


yielded to the remonſtrance that had been made 


them. But the 7abaonites did not think fit to 


tend to eſus to ſpeak openly to him about the 
hoſtilities he had committed; but decreed to 
lend to him ſome of the beſt citizens, who 
mould offer terms of friendſhip to him, and 
who beſt knew how to tranſact what ſhould be 
thought to be moſt expedicnt 1n their preſent 
5 : But tearing they might render them- 
0 ves able to {ome unforeſeen misfortune, if 
they ſhould diſcover themſelves to be Canar- 
mes, they eſteemed it neceſſary to avoid any 


danger 1 : | 
C on this account: Wherefore they we 
inſtructe Fry 


4 to ſay, that by no tye, or otherwiſe, 


Jeſus obſer- 


In this manner were they 


* 


TY 
they were allied to them, but that their own 
habitations were placed at a long diſtance from 
them ; adding further, that upon the report of 
his fame, and of the exploits of the people 
under his conduct, they had travelled ſo far, 
having performed a journey of many days; and 
laſtly, as a token of the veracity of their words, 
that they ſhould ſhow them their garments, 
which being new at the time of the ir firſt ſet- 
ting out, were by the length of the way quite 
worn out and torn: All this was done to obtain 
credit with Jeſus. Standing therefore in the 
middle of the Vraelites, they ſaid, that they 
were ſent from the elders of their own, and 
other neighbouring cities, places far diſtant 


from that land, with offers of peace, after the «_ 


laws of their country : For underſtanding, that 
by the Grace and Gift of God, they were to pol- 
ſeſs the land of Canaan, they were on that {core 
excceding glad, and therefore heartily wiſhed 
them to receive their countrymen iuto the num- 
ber of their citizens. Having declared them- 
ſelves in this manner, and ſhewn their garments 
as the tokens of their long journey, they intreat- 
ed the Hebreus to enter into a covenant of al- 


liance and friendthip with them: Jeſus believ- 
ing what they had ſpoken to be true, and that 


they were not of the nation of the Canaanites, 
received them as friends and allies; Eleazar 
the high prieſt, and the elders, at rhe ſame time 
ſwearing, that for the future they ſhould be e- 
ſteemed as their friends and companions, and 
that nothing ſhould be attempted againſt them 
to their injury or detriment. IJ his was con- 
firmed by the whole ſuffrage of the people. 
After the Ambaſladors had ſucceeded in this 
artifice, according to their wiſh, they returned 
home. Now Fe/us having conducted his army 
into a mountainous part of Canaan, was inform- 
ed there, that the Gabavnites dwelt not far from 
Feruſalem, and that they were deſcended of 
the Canaanites, whereupon he ſent for their 
magiſtrates, and upbraided them with their de- 
ceit : Bur they remonſtrating to him that they 
had no other way left to procure their ſafety, 
and by neceſſity were obliged to find a refuge 


this way, he called to him Eleazar the high 


prieſt, and the elders, enjoining them, as havang 
the management of publick buſineſs, to take 
care, and not in the leaſt infringe the oath they 
had taken. And thus the ambaſſadors of the 
Gabaonites effected the buſineſs for which they 
were ſent, and procured the alliance before 
mentioned, 
After the Gabaonites had thus made an alli- 
ance with Feſtus, the king of Jeruſalem hear- 
ing of 1t, was very wroth, and thereupon en- 
tring into a league with four other kings of 
the bordering nations, he, in conjunction with 
them, declared war againſt them. The Gaba- 
onites perceiving this, and that they had in- 
camped near a certain fountain, not far from 
their city, with a deſign to beliege it, called 
Feſas to their aſſiſtance ; for at this time their 
affairs were brought to that C, as to ex- 
pect inevitable death at the hands of the con- 
tederate kings; but from the I/raelites, who 
warred againſt the race of the Canaanites, 
they expected their protection and ſafety, 
through a reliance on the late alliance of 


B b friendſhip 
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friendſhip made with them. Hereupon Fe/us 
uſing all diligence and haſte, and matching 
with his whole Army day and night, came up 
with the enemy, and early in the morning en- 
countered them, juſt as they were reſolving up- 
on the ſiege; who, turning their backs, and 
flying, he purſued after them, down the ſteep 
mountains of the country. The place where 
this happened, is called Bethor, for there God 
manifeſted himſelf in an eſpecial manner, and 
gave him to underitand that he was preſent 
and aſſiſtant to him; all the Time of the battle, 
thunderings bellowed, and lightnings flaſhed 
from Heaven, and hail-ftones deſcended greater 
than had been ſeen. Belides theſe things, the 
day was lengthened, leaſt the force of the He- 


| brews ſhould be rettrained by the ſudden ap- 


proach of the night; by which alſo it happened 
that Fe/us took the kings at Macchida in a 
cave there, wherein they had hid themſelyes, 
and there {lew them. Now that the length ot 
the day at that time was prolonged above its 
accuſtomed meaſure, is made evident from the 
Sacred Writings laid up among the records of 


the temple. 


After the kings who invaded the GH aonttes, 
were overthrown by TFe/zs in this manner, he 
marched his forces into the mountains of Ca- 


1aan, where having made a great (laughter, 


and obtained a vaſt prey, he returned to the 
camp at Gz/ga/; but in the mean time, the re- 
port of the valour of the Hebrews was in eve- 
ry body's mouth and converſation, and began 
now to ſpread itſelf throughout all the neigh- 
bouring nations; ſo that the tame of ſuch great 
multitudes conquered by their arms, ſtruck 
them with aſtoniſhment. Now allo, it was, 
that the kings inhabiting mount Libanus, and 
the other kings of the Canaanites, who dwelt 
on the plains, in league with the Paleſtines, 
incamped at Beroth, a city of the higher Ga- 
lilee, not far diſtant from Czdeſa, which is part 
of the poſſeſſion of the Galileeaus, with an 
army conſiſting of three hundred thouſand foot, 
ten thouſand horſe, and thirty thouſand chariots ; 
which numerous hoſt ſo dejected both Feſus 
and the raelites, that by reaſon of that tear 
which now ſeized them, they could not pre- 
ſume to hope for the leaſt ſucceſs: Whereupon 


God reproving them tor their faint-heartedneſs, 
and demanding, whether they could rely on 


any better aſſiſtance than that he would give 


them, promiſed them, that they ſhould prove 


triumphant over their enemies, enjoining them 


at the fame time, to hough their horſes, and 


burn their chariots with fire. At theſe pro- 
miſes of God they took courage, and marched 
againſt their enemies ; when upon the fifth day, 
they came up with them, and began the onſet; 
upon which -a furious conflict enſued, but at 
laſt ſuch a ſlaughter of the enemy was made, 


as in a manner excceds all belief: Thoſe who. 
fled Feſus purſued, and their whole forces, to 


a very few, were put to the ſword; their 
kings were all ſlain; and the deſtruction and 
havock was ſo great, as that there being no 
more men to be ſlain, he killed the horſes, and 
burned their chariots; and afterwards none 


daring to engage him, he marched over the 
whole country without moleſtation, taking and 


Book V. 


beſieging cities, as he travelled, and putting 


every living thing he met with to death. 


All theſe aftairs were accompliſhed in the 
ſpace of five years, and there was now no other 
remnant of the Canaanites, than what was in- 
cloſed in their places of defence, whither they 


had fled for ſhelter. 7e/as therefore, decamp- 


ing from Gilgal, placed the holy tabernacle in 
the city of , (being a very convenient place 
becauſe of its beauty and pleaſantneſs,) until 
the affairs of the Hebrews would permit a tem- 
ple to be built; from whence with his whole 
army he marched to Sichem, building an altar 
there as Moy/es had commanded, and dividing 
the army, he appointed one halt thereof to re- 
main on mount Gar/z:m, and the other on Gi- 


bal, (where is alſo an altar) with the Levites 


and prieſts; afterwards, when they had ſacri- 
ficed, and denounced curſes, which they in- 
graved upon the altar, they returned back to 
W110. 

Jeſus was now well advanced in years, and 
had obſerved, that the cities of the Canaa- 
2:tes which remained, were difficult to be won, 
as well in regard of the ſtrong ſituation of the 
place, in which they were built, as of their 
walls which were defended with high towers 
and battlements; for theſe were carried in a 
wide circumference round their cities, beſides 
that, they were exceedingly well tortifhied by 
nature; and therefore the inhabitants imagin- 
ed, that their enemies ſeeing theſe ſafeguards, 
would quit their enterprize of beſieging them, 
as deſpairing of ever carrying them. Theſe 
ſtrong defences the Canaanites induſtriouſſy 
raiſed, and built from the time they firſt heard 
of the Jſraelites coming out of Agypt, to 


ſubdue them. Wherefore Fe/us aſſembling the 


people in Silo, in a full audience, reminded them 
of all the ſucceſſes which they had received to 
that time; and that the actions they had per- 
formed, where the moſt brave and glorious, 
being ſuch as, they might juſtly believe, were 
carried on under the protection ot God, and what 
became the dignity of the laws they were. go- 
verned by: Beſides theſe, he recounted to them 
the thirty one kings, who, preſuming to engage 
in battle with them, were ſlain ; and the army, 
following them, and relying on their might and 
force, were ſo vanquiſhed in the fight, as that 
now no offspring ot thein was. remaining: 
Moreover, that many of their cities. had been 
taken by them, but others were ſtill ſubſiſt ing, 
who, by reaſon of the ſtrength of their walls, 
and the confidence which the inhabitants placed 
therein, required a long and vigorous ſiege: 
He was of opinion theretore, that thoſe who 
had come from the countries over Jordan, and 
through a ſenſe of the nearneſs of the danger 
to all of them, had joined themſelves, compa- 
nions in the wars, ſhould return home, being 
firſt publickly thanked for the aſſiſtance they had 
afforded them; after this, from all the tribes he 
lingled out thoſe who had made proof of their 
courage, who, laying alide all animoſities, 
ſhould go and view the country, and report to 
him without any diſſimulation, the true di- 
menſions thereot. 
Atter he had made an end of this ſpeech, 
the whole people gave their aſſent thereto, and 
| ſhortly 
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Book V. 
after, men were appointed to meaſure 
g country; with theſe were join'd perſons 
Skilled in geometry, who, by their knowledge in 
that ſcience, would more probably give a full 
and exact account of the country to him; at 
the ſame time bidding them to take an accurate 
ſurvey and menſuration, both of that ground 
which was rich and fruitful, and that which 
was leſs ſo; for the large land of the Canaa- 
nites is a fine champaig country, yielding large 
proſpects, and is ſituated in the beſt climate 
tor the production of fruits; and being com- 
pared with other countries, in regard of its fer- 
. tility and pleaſantneſs, may be reckoned the 
1 moſt delightful and plentifnl ; but if it be ſer 
"i in oppoſition to the rich and verdant fields 
about Fericho and Jeruſalem, the compariſon 
will be quite loſt: For although the whole 
quantity of land which they contain is but ſmall 
in reſpect of that of the others, and in a great 
meaſure is all hilly and mountainous, yet for 
beauty, proſpe&, and fertility, they far ſurpaſs 
them all; wherefore it was deem'd more reaſon- 
able, that the diviſion ſhould be made rather 
according to the eſtimate or value put upon 
each place, than by the length and breadth 
thereot ; eſpecially when it was found that one 
acre for goodneſs in one place, was equal 
to, if not better than one thoufand bad ones 
in other places. Now the men who were ſent 
upon this affair, were ten in number, who, having 
ſurveyed and made a valuation of the whole 
region, return*d on the ſeventh month to Jeſus 
at Hilo, where he had placed the tabernacle. 
After this, Fe/ns calling together the high 
prieſt, the elders and the princes of the tribes, 
divided the country amongſt nine of the tribes, 
and the half tribe of Manaſſes, When the di- 
viſion was made, to Fudah's lot fell all the 
higher J7udea, reaching in length as far as Fe- 
rilſalem, and in breadth ſtretching to the lake 
of Sodom. In this partition were ſituate the 
cities of Aſcalon and Gaza. To the tribe of 
Simeon was given, as being the ſecond, part of 
Idumea, bounding upon AÆgypt, and Arabia : 
To Benjamin's lot it fell to poſſeſs the region, 
reaching in length from the river of Jordan, 
as far as the ſea; and in breadth, terminating 
with Jeruſalem, and Bethel. This was the nar- 
roweſt diviſion, as comprehending only Jericho, 
and Feruſ/alem : The tribe of Ephraim obtain'd 
the land lying from Jordan to Gadar; takin 
in its latitude all the ground from Bethel, even 
to the large eve / country forwards. The half 
tribe of Manaſſes poſſeſſed in length, from Jor- 
dan to the city of Dor, and reached in breadth 
to Bethel, which is now called Sit hopois. 
- received all the country, ſtretchin 
from Jordan to mount Carmel, weſt; whoſe 
9 breadth extended to mount 7. 2bor, ( Itaburis.) 
I 0 the tribe of Zabulon, was allotted all that 
ſpace of land, reaching in length to the lake 
of Genneſerith, and adjoining to Carmel and the 
ſea : But to Aſpur, was given all that region 
ehir..! Carmel, which takes its denomination 
rom tue valley there, and is ſituated over 
abainſt Kaen; in this diviſion was the city of 
Aræ, Which now is named Actipus. To Neps= 
8 thalim, was granted for an inheritance, all that 
Pertion of ground reaching from the eaſt as far 
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as the city of Damaſcus, and the higher Ga- 
lilee; even into the mountain Libanus, and the 
ſprings of Jordan, and ſtretching northwards to 


Are. Laſtly, to the tribe of Dan, was aſ- 
ſigned all the ground wettwards, until bounded 
by Azot and Dor, and all Famnia and Getta, 
from Accaron even to the mountain; from 
whence the tribe of Judah receives its begin- 
ning. 

In this manner did J7eſus divide the country, 
poſſeſſed by the fix nations of the Canaanites, 
ſo called from the ſons of Chanaaneus, (or Ca- 
naan) and allotted their regions, as an inheri- 
tance to nine tribes and an half tribe; but 
Amoræa, or that country ſo named from ano- 
ther of the ſons of Chanaaneus, (or Canaan.) 
Moyſes, as I have before hinted, had already 
diſtributed it to two tribes and an half; yer all 
thoſe places about on, and which belong'd 
tothe Arrucceans, Amathæ ans, and Arithæans, 
were not as yet allotted, | 

Now Jeſus finding his inability to perform 
thoſe things by reaſon of his advanced age, 
which, nevertheleſs remained ſtill to be done, 
and which he was deſirous to have accompliſh'd ; 
and percelving thoſe who were in the manage- 
ment of affairs under him, did not, with the care 
they ought, adviſe and tranſatt for the publick 
good; he therefore, in a full afſembly, enjoined 
all the tribes, to drive out, and utterly extir- 
pate all the race of the Canaanites, from that 
land, which was allotted to them; ſor that in 
this action, as Moy/es had formerly told them, 
and as himſelf firmly believ'd, conſiſted their 
ſecurity, and the ſafeguard of their laws. Af- 
ter this, he order'd them to give to the Le- 
vites the eight and thirty cities; for as yet, 
they had received only ten belonging to the 
Amorites beyond Fordan, three of which were 
appointed as AMhlums, or places of refuge for 
malefactors, or perſons running away for debt 
or otherwiſe, to inhabit; ro wit, Chebron, (or 
Hebron, ) in the tribe of Fudah, Sichim in Ephra- 
im, and Cede/a, of Nepthalim; there being 
another place of that name in the higher Ga/:- 
lee; and thus careful was J7eſus, not to omit 
any one of thoſe things which Moyſes had com- 
manded. Moreover, the ſpoil which remain'd, 
he gave among the 1/7ae/ites, for there was an 
infinite quantity taken; ſo that all perſons, as 
well publick as private, abounded in wealth, 
by reaſon of the great prey that was obtain'd 
in gold, filver, cloaths, houſhold furniture, 
and great numbers of herds and cattle of all 
ſorts, which in a manner exceeded all calcu 
lation. 

Immediately aſter theſe things, he ſummoned 
the army to aſſemble, particularly thoſe who 
lived beyond Ferdan, near the Amoxites ; (be- 
ing fifty thouſand fighting men, who in con- 
junction with the reſt had undertaken the ex- 
pedition) and when come together, he ſpoke to 
them in this manner. Seeing that God the Fa- 
ther, and Lord of the Hebrew Nation, hath 
given this land to be poſſtfjed by us, and ht 
promiſed that ſuch poſſeſſion ſball be retained by 
us for ever; and ſeeing likewiſe, that when we 
food in need of your ard ahd affiſtance, you fhew- 
ed yourſelves, according to i he command of God, 
always the moſt forward and ready to perform 
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8 f ; . 
any thing, te nete think it but juſt and reaſou- 


able, when no further difficulty, or hardy enter- 
prize remains for you, that you ſhould enjoy ſome 
reft and reſpite from your lacours ; but while we 
thus commend your diligence, we hope, if any 
future occaſion ſhall happen, wherein we ſhall 
want your helping hand, we ſhall find you ſtill 
ready to afſift in repelling the danger, that at 
any time ſtall threaten us, and not ſhew yourſelves 
to be men tired with the actions already paſt, and 
fo render your bodies unfit, or more ſlow to perform 
any enterprize for the future We return you 
our ſince thanks for all thoſe dangers which, 
in conjunction with your aſſiſtance, we have eſca- 
ped; and not only ſo now, but we fh 
the memory 157 in all ſucceeding times, our 
a:ſpo/ition being ſuch, as always to remember you 
as our friends, and retain our acknowleazment, 
for whatever ſhall befal to us through your va- 
leur; wiſhing, that the enjoyment of thoſe good 
things, which, together with us, you have pur- 
chaſed by much toil and hardſh:p, may, trough 
the bounty of God, anſwer your expectations, and 
fully reward your diligence * Moreover, great 
riches will now be added to what you had before 
acquir' d, which has beenobtain'd through labours 
common to ts all; namely, the great quantity of 


ſpoil, and of gold and ſilver, which you will ô c 
ry with you ; but, that which will prove far 


better than all theſe things, you will have 
cur good will and ready heart, to beſtow upon you 
whatſoever favours you ſhall deſire. In all thoſe 
commands, which Moyles enjoined, you have 
Shewa gourſetves very puntinal in performing 
them; and ſince his deceaſe, you have not in the 
leaſt ſet light by his authority. In fine, there is 
not any thing which you have done upon our ac- 
count, for which we ſhall not always be ready 
to teftify our grateful acknowledgment. Where- 
fore, we preſume, we ſend you back to your poſ- 


| ſeſfions, well pleaſed and cordially aſtected; and 


our intreaty is, that the nearneſs of blood be- 
Tween us may not be diſtinguiſhed with any 
other names, or appellations, than at preſent ; 
and that, althorgh this river of Jordan divides 
us by its treams, you would not account us any 
other than your brethren : For all of us are 


from Abraham; both we who inhabit on this, 


all preſerve 


and you who dwell on that ſhore ; and alſo it is 


the ſame and one God who hath given life as 


well to our as to your fathers, and him ought 


ou to ſerve, and in all things ailigently to con- 
form to that model of government which he him 
ſelf by the mouth of Moyſes hath iuſtituted; by 
the practice of which, it will come to paſs, that 
God in times to come will prove propitions to you 
and be your helper. But if you relapſe into an 
imitation of the cuſtoms, and manners of other 
nations, he will certainly become an enemy to, 
and puniſb, beth you and your offspring.” At- 
ter he had made an end of ſpeaking thus ; he 
ſtood ſtill, and ſaluted all the magittrates one 
by one, and after them the whole multitude ; 


* 


Book V. 
erected an altar upon the ſhore, as a monu- 
ment to poſterity, and a token of brotherly 
alliance with thoſe who dwelt on the other 
ſide. But they on the oppoſite ſhore hearing 
that they had built an altar, and being igno- 
rant of their deſign in ſetting it up, and giving 
credit to report, that they had done ſo in 
order to introduce a new religion and ſtrange 
gods among them, took up arms with one con- 
{ent againſt thoſe who had erected it, reſolv- 


ing to revenge the injury committed againſt 


their worſhip, and the foulneſs of their crime, 
with a juſt puniſhment for violating the cuſtoms 
of their forefathers. In this thought they were 
ready to paſs over the river; nor did the 

think that either the nearneſs of kindred, or 
their former acquaintance and familiarity with 


thoſe who were involved in this crime, were to 
alter their reſolutions to make war upon them; 


when the Will of God, and the religion which 
he himſelf had appointed, requir'd it at their 
hands. Wherefore being greatly incenſed, they 
made all haſte immediately to put in execution 
their enterprize ; but Fej/#s, Eleazar the high 
prieſt, and the E/ders, diſſuaded them from it, 
and remonſtrated to them, that they ſhould rather 


firſt of all expoſtulate with them, and ſtrive to 


find out by that way their deſign in erecting 
the altar; and then, if it ſhould appear to be 
done with a criminal view, they ſhould then 
proceed in their deſign. In ſhort, Ambaſſadors 
were diſpatched to them, namely Phinees the 
ſon of Eleazar, and ten other perions of eſpe- 
cial note among the Hebrews, with orders to 
learn their intention of building the altar 
upon the ſhore of Fordan, immediately after 
their paſſing over. 
the ambaſſadors landed on the other fide, but 
coming amongſt them, and calling an aſſembly, 
Phinees ſtood up in the midſt thereof, and ſpoke 
thus: You appear this day to be guilty of a 


crime againſt your God, and your brethren, cf 


o heinous and attrecious a nature, as is not tobe 
paſſed over by us, after uſing only friendly expoſtu- 
lations and admoniticns e Notwithſtanding which 
your brethren have not yet reſolved to take arms, 
in order to revenge it, in conſideration of the 
nearneſs of kindred between us, hoping alſo to 
convince you of. your error, and reclaim gol. 
Wherefore they have ſent an ambaſſy, which we 
have undertaken, that they may from yourſelves 
underfland for what cauſe, and with what de- 
jn, you have eretted this altar; that it may 
not bethought that raſhly, and without conſide- 
ration, they ſhall enter into a war with you. 
*Tis poſſible you may, through a pious motive, 
have built it, and it would have been but con- 
ſſtent with equit), that before we had revenged 
ourſelves upon you, our accuſation ſhould have 
been found juſt, For we were very difficult t0 
be induced to believe that you, who thoroughly 
underflocd the Will of God, and were hearers d 
thoſe laws, which he himſelf gave unto Jou, 


who were followed by the reſt of the people ſhould in a manner as ſoon as you were ſepara- 
with ſighs and tears, and between both was ted from us, and got to the inheritance which 
ſcen a departure from one another full of ſor- you received through his favour, and owe 0 his 


row and lamentation. 


great Gare and Providence over you, ſlight and 


After the tribes of Rubel, (Ruben,) and Gad, put from your remembrance him and his works 
and the one half of that of Manaſſes, who fol- for you; and that forſaking his tabernacle, ark, 


low'd them, had paſſed over Jordan, they and the religion of your country, you Ju ” 
| | trot 


No ſooner therefore were 


MW an 


after the wicked ways of the Canaanites. But 


nod you will be thought to deſerve 6 44 
ment, if repenting of your late tranſgreſſion, an 
ftriving to eſc he t he commiſſiom of greater 3 
gou obey the laws of your country, and keep 
them always within your remembrance. On the 
contrary, if you per/sf# in your evil courſes, we 
ſpall think all labour well ſpent in the vindi- 
cation of the laws, and paſſing over Jordan, we 
ſhall endeavour to defend the Honour of God, 
and of them with equal ardour of mind ; eſteem- 
ing you and the Canaanites little different from 
one another, but putting to death you and them 


alike. Wherefore have a care how you fancy to 


ourſelves, that becauſe of this river which you 


have lately paſſed over, ou are on that account 
out of 8 of the Almighty ; for be aſ- 
ſured, that whereſoever you are, there doth he 
exerciſe his empire over you; nor is it poſſpble 
for you in any place to eſcape his power, or flee 
from his revenge. Now if you ſuppoſe that you 
can hinder any deſcent upon theſe coaſts of yours, 
gou will find yourſebves greatly miſtaken therein. 
But if the land of your poſſeſſion be unclean, and 
12 0 on not, it will be more expedient for you 
ro paſs over unto the land of the poſſeſſion of the 
Lord, and to remain with ts, together with 
our herds and flocks; Wit rebel not againſt the 
Lord, nor offend againſt us, in building you an 
altar, beſide the altar of the Lord our God. We 
beſeech you, therefore, for the ſake of your 
wives and children, that you give us no 0CCa- 
fron, nor force us to fight againſt you ; and as 
this ſpeech of mine contains the beſt means for 
the ſafety of you all, and thoſe whom you hold 
moſt dear, be adviſed, and eſteem it à ſafer 
way for you to be perſuaded by a few words, 
than in facts to experience the fatal chances of 
war, | 
When Phinees, who preſided over the am- 
baſſy, had ended his harangue, 'the whole mul- 
titude began to excuſe themſelves of the crime 
obje&ed to them, ſaying, That they had neither 
offended againſt the nearneſs of kindred ſubſiſt- 
ing between them, uor had they erected the altar, 
with any deſign of worſhip, and ſacrificing there- 
on Hut that they acknowledged One God, com- 
mon to all the Hebrews, and that Brazen Altar 
before the tal ernacle, whereon were perform*d 
ſacrifices, For that which we have now built, 
and which affords to you an handle of ſuſpicion, 
Was not raiſed through any motive of religion, 
but only placed there as a ſymbel, or mark of 
the alliance between us; aud therefore it is a 
juſt demonſtration of our religious opinion of God, 
and the real ſenſe we have of his laws ; but 


not as you imagine, is it the beginning of tranſ= 


greſſion on our fide ; for God is our ſufficient 
Witneſs, that upon that account alone we erected 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 101 
| troduce ſttange Gods among ff you 3 and purſue 


it Wherefore we would have you believe more 


favourably of us, and not impute ſuch things to 


us, but rather think, that we declare our real 


ſentiments, when we profeſs; that as many as 
run counter to the ancient inſtitutions by embra= 
cing new cuſtoms, are worthy of death, eſpecially 


thoſe who are deſcended from Abraham. 

Phinees having praiſed this friendly ſpeech 
of the aſſembly, returned back to Fe/us, and 
communicated. to the people all they had done; 
whereupon rejoicing that no matter was found 
which could occaſion a muſter of the army, or 
a waging of war with their kindred, agd thed- 
ing of their blood, they offered ſacrifices of 
thankſgiving to God; after which, %s diſ- 
miſſing the people to their reſpective habita- 
tions, went and abode in Sichem. Feſus being 
now of an advanced age, after the twentieth 
year of ruling there, he ſent for all the magi- 
ſtrates, elders, and wealthy perſons of the 
towns about him, and as many ot the common 
people as could be preſent, and there, in their 
hearing, he recailed to their memory all the 
favours which God had beſtow'd upon them, 
very many of which he had conferr'd on thoſe, 
who from a mean and deſpicable beginning, 
had ariſen to great glory, and an abundance of all 
things; and withal adviſed them, to yield du- 
titul obedience to the Will of God, who had 
ſhewn himſelf ſo propitious and bountiful to 
them; and would for the future extend to 
them his wonted goodneſs and love: Ad- 
ding, That it was incumbent upon him, who 
was ready to depart this life, to leave ſuch an 
admonition as this to them; and concluded 
with an earneſt requeſt, that they would for 


ever keep in remembrance his exhortation and 


advice. 


As ſoon as he had finiſhed ſpeaking theſe 
words to thoſe preſent about him, he died, 
having lived one hundred and ten years, forty 
of which he paſſed under Moyſes, with deſign 
to be inſtru&ed by him ; Hut after his deceaſe, 
he poſſeſſed the government five and twenty 
years. He was a perſon of great prudence 
and eloquence, and had an admirable talent 
in delivering his ſentiments to the people, 
with clearneſs of expreſſion and pronunciation; 
being an excellent maſter in both. He was as 
couragious and undaunted in dangerous enter- 
prizes, as careful in making and preſerving of 
peace, being endow'd with a temper of mind 
accommodated to all occaſions ; he was buried 
in Thamna, of the tribe of Ephraim About the 
{ame time died alſo Eleagar the high prieſt, (the 
prieſthood on that account devolving on Phi- 
nees his ſon,) whoſe monument and ſepulchre is 
ſtill to be ſeen in the city of Gabath, alias 
Gibeath. © | 
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CHAP. H. 


How the Iſraelites, after the Death of their General, underwent great Calamitiet; 
the whole Tribe of Benjamin, upon raiſing à Sedition, being ſlain, excepting |; 


hundred Perſons. 
AFT ER the deaths of Jeſus, (or Foſtua,) 


and Eleazar, Phinees, according to the 
Will of God, propheſied that the ſuperiority 
ſhould be granted to Judah, in deſtroying the 
Canaanites, the people at that time being very 
deſirous of knowing what God intended as belt 
to be done ; n udah aſſociated to him 
the tribe of Simeon, under a condition that as 
ſoon as the tributaries ſhould be cleared out of 
the portion of Fudah, they ſhould perform the 
like upon thoſe who remained in Simeon. 
The Canaanites at this time being in a very 
flouriſhing condition, waited for the [/rae/ites 
Vith a great army at the city of Bezec, under 
the command of Agdonibezec their king, who 
had obtain'd the government of the Bezecenites, 
2 word ſignifying A Lord of the Bezecennes, 
or in the Hebrew language, Adoni is interpre- 
ted Lord,) and with a firm hope now believed 


that they ſhould carry the victory from the 


Iſraelites, now that Feſus was dead, But the 
two tribes of the Vraelites before mention'd, 
encountring with them, behaved themſelves 
with great addreſs, and fighting valiantly, in a 
ſhort ſpace flew more then ten thouſand of 
them; the reſt fly ing away, they purſued them, 
taking their king Adonibezec captive, who hav- 
ing his thumbs and great toes cut off by them, 
ſpoke thus: I could not always keep my ways 
concealed from Ged, but I ſuffer now the ſame 
puniſhment which I violently inflifted upon ſe- 
venty two kings. He was afterwards carried 
alive by them as far as Feruſalem, but dying in 
the way, they buriM him; and then travel- 
ling over the country, with a deſign to befiege 
the cities in it, they took a great number of 
them, and ar laſt fat down DOE ede 
when taking the lower part thereof, they en- 
tered it, and put all therein to the ſword ; 
but the higher part of the city was very diffi- 
cult to be won, becauſe of the ſtrength of its 
walls, and convenient ſituation. | 

Wherefore they remov'd their tents to Che- 
bron, (Hebron,) where, taking the place by force, 
they flew all the inhabitants. At this time alſo 
remain'd ſome of the race of the giants, who, 
for bigneſs of body, and terrible aſpe&, were 
very unlike other men; the fight of them was 
aſtoniſhing, being a thing fearful in its rela- 
tion ; their bones are yet to be ſeen, but fo 
large, as exceed all belief. Chebron, (Hebron,) 
was given to the Levites ; but the reſt of the 
country, according to the command of Moy/es, 
was beſtow'd upon Caleb, who was one of the 
ſpies ſent by him to ſearch the land of the 
Canaanites Beſides, they gave pofleſſions to 
the poſterity of Fethro, the Madianite, who 
was father-1n-law of Moyſes, to inhabit in, for 
they had left their native country, and fol- 
lowed the Hebrews, having before accompa- 
nied them in the deſart. 


The tribes of Judub and Simeon took all 
the cities in the mountains of Canaan, but in 
the plains, and about the ſea-coaſt, only the 
cities of Aſcalon and Aæxot; for being ſituate in 
a level and champaign country, and abounding 
in chariots, they fought from them, always 
making a very great ſlaughter amongſt the 
tribes ; who being now made rich with the 
ſpoils which they obtain'd in war, betook 
themſelves unto their own cities, and laid 
down their arms. | 

However, the Benjamites, in whoſe lot was 
placed Feru/alem, granted the city to the in- 
habitants, under a condition that they ſhould 
become thence forwards their tributaries ; 
whereupon a general peace was granted to 
them, and many from their averſion to killing 


and purſuing the ſlaughter, others from their 


diſlike of perpetual fatigues and dangers, be- 
took themſelves to husbandry, and the tilling 
of the land. The reſt of the tribes ſeeing this, 
and. being ſtirred up by the example of the 


Benjamites, did the like; and alſo contenting 


themſelves with the payment of the tribute, 
permitted the Canaanites to fit fill, and dwell 
peaceably amongſt them. | 


The tribe of Ephraim having march'd its 


forces againſt Bethel, ſpent a long time, and 
uſed a great deal of labour in befieging the 
place to no purpoſe; wherefore though they 
were in a manner tired out with the tedious 
delay which they ſuffer d in the ſiege, yet 
they reſolv'd to continue before it, and hold 
out to the laſt : But in a ſhort ſpace after this, 
they took one of the citizens, as he came to 
them with proviſions, and promiſed him, that 
if he would ſhew to them the entrance into 
the city, he and his kindred ſhould be pre- 
ſerved; in conſequence of theſe words, the 
man ſwore to them that he would ſhew it to 
them, which accordingly he did ; and he, to- 
gether with his houſe, were preſerved from 
danger. The Ephramites in the mean time, put 
all the inhabitants to the ſword, and ſeized 
upon the city. | 

After theſe things were thus perform'd, the 
Iſraelites ſlackened their hands from the wat, 
and began to behave themſelves more quietly: 
Husbandry was diligently exerciſed by them, 
and their hours were imploy'd in rural labours, 
by the means of which they procur'd riches 
to themſelves, and on a ſudden growing luxu- 
rious and wanton, they wholly negleCted their 
martial diſcipline, and no more obeyed the laws 
and inſtitutions of their republick. God ſeeing 
this was wroth with them, and being provoked 
by their wickedneſs, by his oracle rebuke 
them, telling them, that firſt of all, in contra” 
diction to his will, they had ſpared the Cana- 
anites ; and that afterwards, when an oppoftu, 
nity was put into their hands, they, inter 


4 Ty”. 


* 
* 
0 
* 
bl 
4 
ir 
# 
N 
2 
3 1 
< 
* 
72 : 
7 : 
at: - 
2 
= 
8 . 
ff 
338 
1 o 
8 
4 
* : 
1 
Nu, : 
— 74 
WD. * p 
SOS 7 
\ 
"of 4 
2 
. 
n 
ON 
1382 7 
Fx 5 
Ws . 
ar # 
. * 
N 
* 
EI 
. oo 
Dy. q 
xs * 
1 
0 WY g 
. „ 
[266 3 
LY N 
W E 
* 
LE . 
CS 
8 
* 
N 
0 
633108” ; 
W y 
2 — 
13 
* . 
n 
ö 
F 4 
<0. 
1GY 3 
* 
RA : 
x 
FS 
A 
5 
- * 
8 
W 
8 
on GM 8 
ES 
=. 
. 
* 
* 
* » IJ 
LEN £ 
wid + 
I 
BJ { 
* 
r 
1 EA : 5 
2 3 
5 1 
© $865 
ts ö 
K. 
[> TS 
> "od 7 
r 4 
OK { 
wa Kay” 
EA L 
5A : 
1 
. 4 
LEI, L 
Ws 2 b 
x 
RO IL. 
wo 
KS 
8 
5 2 
DIS 
- * 
oy, . 
3 
2 
ED 
N 
73 
ot 
(LEY 
9 
5 
. | 
4 Fo 
Fa. 
96K \ 
* 8 2 
* 
7 I 
3 
. 
N H 
- * +-Þ i 
Mm q 
" - 
) N 
20 0 
3 5 
+ 3& 4 
is & yg 
< wa” 
„5 + SHE 
5 „ 
1 
Fa 2 
„ 
5 5M 
; «5 
5 4 2 0 
? rs nit 4 
0 Pr 
0 WF. b 
Lp > AN 
\ 4 * 4 
D 8 
07.76 . 
* 2 
+. 2 2 
* bro. 
N 2s 
1 3 
r 
. — 4 
r , | 
oY 1 
. 1 
1 - > 
* 9h, 
* * 
4 8 
"A bo o 
C NS 
„ 
4 "I 
- 85 
F: ja 
ity — 
80 . 
4 WS 
„ 
2 0 Ta 
75 13 
s . 
8 N * 
1 B's. 
5 
"LESS 
be 7 
Y 2 
r »& 
*. 8 
f 4 >>» A 
: A EY 
. 
* . 
r 
* * 
$a: Fs 9 
n 
8 
AWW es 
wy SAS 
RE ET 
BEES to; 
A AZ 
r 
* N 
"© FOI 
„ 64 
"2 
© Wk } 9 
een 
1 Os 1 
8 „ 
* Sadr 4 { 
RS iT. 
8 
Ny. L 
3 ? 
$2, by 
1 ny 
. I N 
o A 
v7 vgs * 7 
2 
* 1. 
HOLA 
RES 
1 
"> PLS; 
pr, 
ir JN 
E W 
oy * 
1 
$7.54 
"AR 
2 2 ro W 
8 
e 
"> 22 
2 
Ex 4c; 
7 ++ WE 
. 
| BOT 
8 
e 
a ney 
MORT. 
535 
Wo e's 
SE 
5 5 Nr 
r 
8 8 
* 4.1 * 
l 
3 Wo 
n 
7 . 
£23 Be 
© 38s 
5 SIR 
3 8 
a 
F w6 cd 
1 Ne 
2 od * 
SY "IP; 
, 8 
"51 n 
1 24 
* $X 
$2547 7 
4 * 
2 WE. 
TY "Ky; 
e 
N 
e 
LET 7 
F 3 
r 
e 
I 
2 I. 
FC: 
0 
"291 
a 
3 
819 
rat's 
33 
ALY: 
ISS 
7. 
** 
— % & r we 
e 
5 * 
Pros o 
wt + x 
5 73 
d ena 15 
N * 
E 1 
25S 
e 
1 
3 
2 80 
. * 
3 
"5, _ — 
8 2 
WANs © 34 
* D 
4 2 ly 
"23.16.48 
e 
- "3M 
_—_ % 
>” 2 
7 1 N 
oy \*% var 
- „ 
| S ; S 
- P 4 . 
44 
| r 
Fl : 
tc * 
* 2 
"= . 
wha 
45 
* 
2 


Book V. 


ing them off, had uſed them with ele- 
3 mercy. The I/rae/ites at this warn 
ing or God, were overwhelmed with great ſor- 
row: Yet in their minds hated the very men- 
tion of war, not only becauſe they received 
many profitable things from the Canaan'tes, "= 
alſo, now being enervated through luxury an 
}azineſs, they had made themſelves unht to 
fight. Ar this time the government of the 
chick men among them began to be corrupted; 


their elders or ſenators were not choſen as uſu- 


al, nor had they any officers or magiſtrates 
among them lawfully appointed ; their whole 
method of living was practiſed in the fields, 
being intirely abandon'd to pleaſure and paſ- 
times; at laſt, a diſturbance aroſe among them- 
ſelves, from the great licentiouſneſs and pro- 
digality in which they lived, which grew to 
that heighth, as plunged them into continual 
wars with one another ; and this was the cauſe : 

A certain man, of the common rank of the 
Levites, but who was an Ephraimite, and dwelt 
in that tribe, married a wife of Bethlehem; 
now this place belongs to Judah. The man 
was exceedingly in love with the woman, and 
greatly admired her beauty, but was made 
very uneaſy when he found that ſhe did not re- 
turn his affection with a like ardour of ſoul : 
But perceiving further, that from day to day 
ſhe carried herſelf to him with more reſerve 
and coolneſs, whereas he, for his payt, was the 
more enamour'd of her, there aroſe daily diſ- 


contents and complaints between them; until 
at laſt the woman being uneaſy and not able 


to ſuffer them, eloped from her husband in the 
fourth month after her marriage, and went home 
to her parents: Notwithſtanding what had paſt, 
the husband ſtill burning with love towards 
her, went to his father and mother in law, and 


there 3 his complaint to them, a reconci- 


liation was ſoon made up between him and his 
wife. Four days he abode with them, during 
which time they treated him very courteouſly 
and civilly: But upon the fifth day, he fixed 
his reſolution to return to his houſe, where - 


upon he would have begun his journey about 


noon day, but the parents deferr'd their daugh- 


ter's journey until the decline of the day. They 
were followed only by one ſervant, and an aſs 


whereon the woman rode. As they came near to 
Jeruſalem, having then travelled above thirty 
turlongs, rhe ſervant adviſed them, there to take 
up their lodging, leſt marching in the night, 
they might meet with ſome unforeſeen dangers 
and difficulties; for that then they were not 
far diſtant from their enemies, the times being 
very perilous, and even thoſe whom they ac- 
counted familiar friends being to be ſuſpected. 
This advice however did not pleaſe the Levite, 
nor did he care to take up his abode that night 
with people of another nation, (for it was a ci- 
ty belonging to the Canaanites,) he judg'd it 
much ater to journey twenty furlongs home- 
wards, and lodge in ſome city of the Hraelites; 
Wherefore, having taken this reſolution, the 

purſued their journey and came at laſt to Gaba, 
(or Gibeat /) a town in the tribe of Benjamin, 
Juſt as the ſun was ſet ; but finding none 1n the 


market place there, who offer*d to invite them 
or entertain them, they at laſt 


to theit houſe, 
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met an old man returning out of the fields from his 
labour, who was of the tribe of Ephraim, but 
at that time ſojourn'd in Gaba, (or Gibeath) and 
being asked by him who and whence he was, and 
for what reaſon he came thither juſt in the dark 
to ſeek for ſuſtenance; he diſcover'd himſelf 
to be a Levite, and ſaid that he had been fetch- 
ing his wife from her parents houſe, for that he 
dwelt in the tribe of Ephraim. The old man 
thereupon invited him to his houſe, upon ac- 
count of his being of the ſame country, and 
willingly entertain'd them. But the young men 
of Gibeath having obſerved the woman in the 
market place, and admir'd the comelineſß of 
her beauty, perceiving now that ſhe was gone 
along with the old man, and diſregarding the 
weakneſs and ſmall number of thoſe who at- 
tended him; came to the gates of his houſe + 
The old man ſeeing this, intreated them to go 
their ways and depart, begging them not to 
uſe any violence or commit any outrage againſt 
him. The young men made anſwer, and bid him 
diſpatch his buſineſs with the woman and diſ- 


miſs her. Whereupon he acquainted them, that 


ſhe was his kinſwoman and a Levite, and that they 
would prove guilty of an enormous crime, 
if they, to ſatisfy their libidinous deſire, ſhould 
thereby violate the laws of their country, and 
the rights of hoſpitality. But they ſeem' d to 
deride him, and laugh at the mention of rights 


and law, threatning him at the ſame time with 


preſent death, if he offer'd any longer to hin- 
der the ſatisfaction of their luſt. The old man 
being reduced to this extremity, and unwilling 
that ſtrangers ſhould ſuffer any injury through 
his means, brought forth his own daughter, 
and gave her to them; telling them that he 
did think there was leſs ſin in permitting them 
to ſatisty their deſires with her, than in the ex- 
poſing of ſtrangers to inſults and injuries; fancy- 
ing likewiſe to himſelf, that in this manner he 
ſhould act no kind of injuſtice upon thoſe whom 
he had received within his houſe. But find ing 
in the end, that all his remonſtrances were in- 
effectual, and that the more he ſpoke in be- 
half of the ſtrange woman, the more was their 
deſire kindled to enjoy her, he at laſt in a ſup- 
pliant manner beſeeched them, that they would 
not offer to do any baſe thing by her; in ſhort, 
being yet more and more inflam'd by their 
luſt, they by force and violence took the wo- 
man and carried her to their houſe; where ra- 
viſhing her, and uſing her all the night with great 
indignity and ſcorn, early in the morning they 
puſhed her away; but ſhe being ſorely troubled 
tor the ill treatment which ſhe had received, 
return*d to her hoſt, and being overwhelmed 


with ſorrow at the reflection on her uſage, 


and, through ſhame for what had happened to 
her, being atraid of appearing before the eyes 


of her husband, whom the judged to be incon- 
ſolable at this accident, ſhe threw herſelf u 


on the ground, and gave up the Ghoſt. Her 
husband, ſuppoſing her to be oppreſſed with a 
deep ſleep, and ſuſpecting nothing worſe had be- 
tallen her, endeavour'd to awake her, thinkin 

when ſhe was come to herſelt to comfort ud 
pacity her; as having not upon her own ac- 
cord and inclination yielded to the ſollicitations 
of the men, but that by them ſhe was hurried 


into 
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into another place. But as ſoon as he ene 
that his wife was really dead; deſigning in 
himſelf to expoſe the heinouſneſs of the crime, 
he laid the dead body upon an aſs, and in that 
manner returned home with it, where cutting it 
into twelve parts, he ſent one of them to each 
of the tribes, commanding thoſe who carried 
th em to report throughout the tribes the cauſe 
of the death of the woman, and the unheard off 
treatment with which ſhe had been uſed. 
When the ſeveral tribes were made acquaint- 
ed with, and ſaw this horrid piece of villainy and 
barbarity, they were greatly incenſed thereat, 
as having never known the like before that 
time; therefore being moved with a juſt in- 
dignation at the fact, they aſſembled themſelves 
together at Hoe, and in a council there, which 
they had appointed before the tabernacle, they 
immediately decreed to take up arms againſt 
the inhabitants of Gbeath of Benjamin, and to 
declare them their enemies. But the FE/ders 
kept them back from this ſudden reſolution, by 
perſuading them, that they ought not thus 
haſtily ro denounce war againſt their fellow 
tribe, before they had expoitulated with them 
about the affronts and injuries which they 


had received from them, ſeeing that the law it 


ſelf did not permit, or allow that an army 
ſhould be carried againſt ſtrangers who had 
wronged them, before an embaſly tor that pur- 
poſe had been ſent, which might uſe the beſt 
means, whereby to reduce them to a better 
underitanding for the future; therefore they 
deemed it reaſonable that, according to the 
law, ambaſſadors ſhould be diſpatched to them, 
who ſhould demand the authors of the wicked- 
neſs to be delivered up to puniſhment. After 
which, when they had them in their cuſtody, 
they ſhould be contented by their deaths ; bur 
if they ſhould meer with a refuſal, and the 
men of Gibeath ſhould behave themſelves to- 
wards them with infolence and ſcorn, they 
ſhould then proclaim a war againſt them. In 
conſequence of this remonſtrance, ambaſſadors 
were ſent to them, with orders to accuſe the 
young men of thoſe things which had hap- 
pened to the woman, and ro demand that they 
ſhould be delivered to them, that they might 
be brought to juſtice, who had committed 
ſuch an unheard of villainy, and were on that 
account worthy to ſufter death for it. But the 
inhabitants of GH ,HL= would not deliver into 
their hands the young men, judging it a blemiſh 
to their honour, if, through a fear of war, they 
ſhould comply with the demands of thoſe of 
the other tribes; deſiring at the ſame time 
to let them know that they had no occaſion 
to ſubmit to any other people in point of 
arms, or in the number or valour of their 
forces. For they had made great preparations 
of war as well as the other tribes, having con- 
tracted an enmity againſt them, and reſolved 
ro revenge themſelves upon thoſe who ſhould 
offer violence againſt them. 

As ſoon as the news was carried to the 'I/- 
raelites of theſe things, and they had heard in 
what temper of mind the Benjamites ſtood, 
they took an oath, that not one amongſt them 
would wed his daughter to a Benjamite, but 
would purſue them with war, being more of- 


Book V. 


fended at this their uſage, than, as we have 
before mention'd, were our anceſtors with the 
Canaanites For on the ſudden they brought 
into the field againſt them an army of tour 
hundred thouſand fighting men, and the Ben- 
Jamites, to oppole this number, muſter d twenty 
five thouſand ſix hundred perſons bearing arms; 
five hundred of whom were left-handed, and all 
of them moſt expert in uſing ſlings. The battle 
was fought at Gaba, (or Eibeath,) wherein the 
Benjamites put the Iſraelites to flight, two and 
twenty thouſand of whom were {lain ; and in 
all likelihood a greater number had periſh'd, 
it the night had not reſtrain'd the flaughter, 
and put an end to the fight. The Benjamites, 
rejoicing at this victory, return'd to the city; 
but the Mfaelites being overwhelm'd with ſor- 
row at their overthrow, betook themſelves un- 
to their camp, and on the next day engaged 
the Benjamites again, who obtained another 
victory, and killed eighteen thouſand of the 
Iſraelites ; which deſtruction fo terrified them, 
that they forſook their camp, and marched 
away to Bethel, a city ſituated next to Gaba, 
and there having faſted all the following day, 
they beſought God, by Phinees, the high 
prieſt, that he would forbear to be angry with 
them ; and having puniſh'd them with two 
overthrows, which they had ſuſtain*d, he would 
be pleaſed to beitow the victory upon them for 
the future, and give them ſtrength to ſubdue 
their enemies : And this God promiſed them 
by the mouth of Phinees his prophet. 

Upon this, the {/rae/ites divided their army 
into two parts, and placed one halt thereof in 
ambuſcades about the city, in the dead time of 
night ; but the other, when the morning was 
come, engaged with the Benjamites, and when 
they perceived them to be eager in the fight, 
and to puſh forwards, they drew back, and 
made as if they gave ground, in order to fly; 
whereupon the Benjamites purſued after them: 
But the 1/7ae/:res {till retreating, and being ex- 
ceeding deſirous to draw them out of the city, 
all together in one body, were cloſely follow'd 
after as they fled ; nay, all the old men, and 
youth, who had been left behind in the city, 
by reaſon of their age, which made them unfit 
for action, accompanied their countrymen 1n 
this purſuit, greatly deſiring to bring their 
enemies within their power. When theretore 
they were got at ſome diſtance from the city, 
the Hebrews deſiſted from retreating any fur- 
ther, and ſuddenly turning back their forces 
upon them, and calling aloud to the men who 
were placed in ambuſh, they began the en- 
counter; which the Benjamites perceiving, and 
finding themſelves decoyed, and reduced to 
that condition, as not to know what to do in 
their preſent extremity, they were at laſt for- 
ced into a narrow vale, and beſet on every ſide, 
and there they were all put to the ſword, ex- 
cept ſix hundred perſons; who, collecting 
themſelves into one thick body, ruſh'd through 
the midſt of the enemy, and fled to the 
neighbouring mountains, and there poſſeſſing the 
faſtneſſes, they remain'd for ſome time; but 
all the reſt, to the number of five and 
twenty thouſand, were ſlain. The I/raeiites 


in this engagement burnt their city, and killes 


all 


N 
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all the women and children therein; uſing the 


© the cities of Benjamin with the like 
retliry and violence ; nay, ſo far was their 
rage extended, that taking twelve thouſand 
men out. of the army, they commanded them 
to march againſt Fabiſus (Jabeſp) and rave it 
to the ground, for not lending them its aſ- 
ſiſtance againſt the Benjamites. This number 
of men went and flew in the city all. they 
found able to bear arms, together with their 
wives and children ; reſerving only from the 


' Naughter four hundred virgins. Thus for the 


barbarity which the Levite Woman had ſuſtain- 
ed, was all this rage and fury kindled, being 
followed by a vaſt deſtruction and overthrow 
of valiant men. „550 

But this ſlaughter of the Benjamites was the 
cauſe of great ſorrow and repentance to the 
I/raelites, for that one tribe was now lacking 
in I/rael ; wherefore they made a ſolemn faſt 
for what had happened, although at the ſame 
time they judged the Benjamites worthy of 
the calamities which they had lately ſuffered, 
by reaſon of their tranſgreſſing the laws; where- 
upon they ſent ambaſſadors to recal the fix 
hundred perſons who had eſcaped, being now 
lodged upon a rock in the wilderneſs, called 
Rhoa, (or Rimmon.) The ambaſſadors not 
only bewailing the misfortunes which the Ben- 
jamites had ſuſtained, but alſo expreſſing their 
own great concern for the loſs and death of 
ſo many of their kindred, exhorted them to 
bear the fortunes of their late war patiently, 
and with an even temper of mind; and ad- 
viſed them to be reconciled unto their fellow- 
citizens, and not utterly to ruin their own whole 
tribe. For, (ſaid they) we grant you the lands 
that were given to your tribe as an imheritance, 
and as much of the ſpoil as you can carry hence: 
Whereupon the Benjamites, changing their re- 
ſolution, acknowledged that their late cala- 
mities had fallen upon them by the judg- 
ment of God, and their own wickedneſs 5 and 
immediately after this, they returned to the 
houſes within their own tribe, thanking at their 
departure thoſe who had adviſed them to it. 
The Iſraelites gave the four hundred virgins 
taken at Fabiſus to them to be their wives, 
and held a conſultation about the two hun- 
dred remaining, how they might ſupply them 
alſo with wives, in order to propagate their 
kind. For before the beginning of the war, 
they had made an oath, that no Benjamite 
ſhould have a daughter of theirs to wife. Some 
of them were of opinion, and ſaid openly, 
that ſuch an oath was of no force, and ought 
to be rejected; for that being heated with 
anger, and .not following what would have 
been the dictates of their more ſober and 
ſedate judgment, they had bound themſelves 
by it; however, that they w.uld do a thing 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
very acceptable to God, in preſerving from utter 
deſtruction, a tribe now reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity ; adding, that breach of - oaths, when 
extorted by force or neceſſity, was not blame- 
worthy; or became criminal, but only proved 
ſuch when done with a wicked and detrimental 
view. But to this the elders did not give 
their conſent, lamenting for themſelves as un- 
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happy men. But at that time a certain man 
among them ſtood up, and ſaid, That he kney 

a method, whereby he could both find wives for 
them, and preſerve the integrity of their oath. 
After he had thus ſpoken, they asked him, 
What was his opinion, and what he would ad- 
viſe ? To which he made anſwer, It is a cuſtom 
thrice in the year, both for wives and daugh- 
ters to follow us to Siloe, there to celebrate a 


feaſt ; let it then be permitted to the Benjamites, 


while we fit neuter in the affair, neither aſ- 


ſifting nor hindring them, to have for wife 


each that virgin whom fortune ſhall throw it 
his way. Now if the fathers of them ſhall hap- 
pen to be offended with the raviſhment of their 
daughters, we will tell them that they them- 
ſelves are alone to be blamed, who had not 
taken due care of then; and that for our 
own ſakes we ought to ſpare them, and not to 
purſue the Benjamites with any further hoſti- 
lity, ſeeing already ſo much violence and rage 
hath been ſhown to them by us ; for that other- 
wiſe a tribe ſhall be deſtroyed out of Iſrael. 
This propoſal mer with approbation, and it 
was ſtraightways agreed that the Benjamites 
ſhould ſteal for themſelves wives. Now when 
the time of the feaſt was at hand, the two 
hundred Benjamites, who had no wives, lay in 
ambuſh before the city for the virgins, as the 
came to view the ſolemnity, and hid them- 
ſelves by two or by three together in the vine- 
yards, and other places conyenient for their 


_ purpoſe ; and as the virgins were coming on 


unguarded, and ſporting 'in their way, the 
men came ſuddenly out from their ambuſcades, 
and ſeized npon them as they endeavoured to 
fly away ; by this means having procured to 
themſelves wives, they, with great alacrity 
and vigilance, betook themſelves to husbandry, 
and gave good hopes of their arriving in times 
to come to their former happy ſtate. Thus 
the tribe of Benjamin, which was brought to 
that extremity, as not to be far off from bein 

entirely aboliſhed, was, as we have before 
hinted, preſerved from ruin by the Iſraelites ; 
and although its decline from a flouriſhi 

condition was ſudden, great, and very lamen- 
table; yet, was it but of ſhort continuance : 
And in the quickeſt manner, beyond all expec- 


tation, this tribe received a vaſt increaſe, both 


in the multitude of its men, and other acqui- 
ſitions. And thus was the pericd put to this 
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bis Aſlidion the Iſraelites, continuing to go on in their Impietiec, were 


* 
ec 
4 


irougbt under the Afſyrian Bondage, and at laſt. delivered therefrom by Go D, 
under the Conduct of Hothniel, who' continued at the Head of Affairs forty Tears, 


* happened now, that the tribe of Dan 
o the ſame calamities with 
above of Benjamin; the cauſe 


ardour for martial diſcipline, and in exchange 
thereof had given themſelves wholly up to 
husbandry and the tilling of land; the Ca- 
zaanites, making little account of them, and 
in a manner deſpiſing them on that ſcore, ga- 
thered together their forces; not through any 
a ben of being invaded and expelled by 
1 8 Hebreus, but relying upon a certain hope, 
that, in giving them Ailürbances, they ſhould 
in greater ſecurity for the future enjoy the 
| 1 ſſion of their cities. With this view there- 
bo they got ready chariots, and with great 
induſtry raiſed an army, many of their cities 
aſſociating themſelves together in the ſame en- 
terprize, and drawing to their fide Aſcalon and 
Accaron, cities placed in the lot of Judah, 
beſides a great many more ſituated upon the 
plains; by means whereof they forced the 
men of Daz to fly into the mountains, not 
leaving them in the champaign country the 
leaſt place to fix themſelves in; who, per- 
ceiving themſelves an undermatch for thoſe 
who had warred againſt them, and knowing 
that. they. had not ground ſufficient for their 
maintenance, ſent hve perſons of their tribe 
into the inland country, to inſpect the ſame, 
and find out convenient places to plant colo- 
nies in. The men, having trayelled one day, 
came into the wide and open country about 


Sidon, which is not far from mount Libanus, 


and the ſprings of Jordan; where finding the 
ground was good and very fruitful, they ac- 
quainted their countrymen therewith, who in 
a ſhort ſpace afterwards marched thither with 
their army, and built the city of Dan, naming 
it from one of the ſons of Jacob, and their 
own 'rtibe. 88 * 
Ihe affairs of the Iraelites did now daily 
run more and more into confuſion, by reaſon 
of their diſuſing themſelves to labour, and 
neglecting the worſhipping of God: For, no 
ſooner had they departed from the preſcrip- 
tions of their firſt wiſe and commendable in- 


CHAP, 


ſtitutions, than they 
ſuited to their own perverſe wills and lawleſs 
paſſions, giving themſelves a looſe to all the 


vices of the Canaanites. Hereupon God be- 


came diſpleaſed with them, and they, who in 
a manner had procured to themſelves an hap- 
py and quiet ſtate, through infinite hardſhips 
and dangers, fell now from it, by followin 


luxury and wantonneſs : For Chuſhan-riſha. 


thaim, (Chuſarthus king of the Aſians, ) 
waging war againſt them, they loſt great num- 
bers of their men in battle, and many of their 


ſtrong holds were taken by ſiege; beſides, 


ſome revolted to him through fear, and others 
ſubmitted, and conſented to pay tribute, which 
was almoſt impoſſible for them to perform, In 
fine, all degrees of them for the ſpace of eight 
years, under went all manner of hardſhip and 
contumely, at the end whereof they procured 
their liberty in the following manner 

A certain man of the tribe of Judah, ſir- 
named Hothniel, the ſon of Kenez ; a perſon 
of reſolution, vigilance and courage, was warned 
by the oracle not to think meanly of his coun- 
trymen the 1/raelites, although reduced to the 


abje& condition in which he beheld them; 


but to take courage and venture himſelf to 
regain their freedom. In obedience therefore 
to the admonition given him, he got together 
ſome companions of his, who had been well 
tried in dangers; (for there were remaining 
yet a few gallant ſouls, who were aſhamed of 
the preſent, ſituation of affairs, and on that 
account were deſirous of ſome change therein 
for the better,) with. whom he firſt of all at- 
racked the guards of Chu/arthus, and ſlew him. 
The number of his ſoldiers increaſing, upon 
the report of his victory being ſpread abroad, 
he engaged the Aſſprians, and putting all of 
them to flight, he forced them to paſs over 
the Euphrates, Hothniel after this, in regard 
of the great courage which he had ſhewn in 
this action, and the good ſucceſs he had ob- 


rained, received at the hands of the people the 


kee and was made Fudge over them: 
n which high office, having governed the [/- 
raelites forty years, he departed this life. 


IV. 


How our Nation again were again made Servants to the Moabites, and reſtored to 
Liberty by Ehud, who enjoyed the Government eighty Tears. 


FT ER the death of Hothniel, the eſtate 

of the Iſraelites began to receive again 
a melancholy aſpect ; and the reaſon was, be- 
cauſe there was none at the head of affairs to 
govern the people. But that which was the 
chief cauſe and principal ſource of all their at- 


fictions, was their negle& of giving to God 
the honour due to him, and their non-obedience 
of his laws. Wherefore Eglon, king of the 
Moabites, beholding the confuſion into which 
their affairs were plunged, deſpiſed them, and 


had them in contempt: And therefore he oy 
gal 


y purſued a life 21 


123 
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gan to oommit 


hoſtilities * el | . 
eral encounters he overcame tim 
2 ee chat he might utterly deſtroy the 
force and might of thoſe who had behaved 
themſelves in a more lofty and e 
than other nations, and humble their pride, e 
made them to ſerve under him, exacting an in- 
tolerable tribute from them; for having his re- 
gal palace in Feric ho, he ſtrove by all methods 
to vex the 2 cauſing them to live for 
the ſpace of eighteen years in the utmoſt 
want and miſery. God, however, in the end, 
taking compaſſion on the calamities which they 
ſuſtained, and being moved thereto, by the 
ſupplications made by them to him on that ac- 
count, freed them from the ſervitude of the 
Moabites, in the manner following 
A young man of the tribe of Benjamin fir- 
named Ehud, whoſe tather was Gera, being 
endowed not only with a ſoul capable of form- 
ing great deſigns, but alſo with an unuſal 
ſtrength of body to put ſuch things in exe- 
cution ; being alſo left handed, for in that arm 
conſiſted all his might, had obtained a more 
than ordinary degree of friendſhip with Eglon, 
as living himſelf in Fericho, and confirming the 
acquaintance he had with the king, with con- 
tinual preſents that he made him, by which 
means he had a freer acceſs to him, than any 
other perſon about him, and likewiſe was held 
in the higheſt favour. It fell out one time, that 
Ehud carried preſents to the king, attended 
only by two ſervants at that time, and went 
in unto him, only armed with a dagger, fixed 
under his raiment to his right thigh. The 
ſeaſon then being very hot, and about noon- 


time of day, the guards were not ſo ſtrict upon 


their duties, either becauſe of the ſummer's heat, 
or that then it was dinner time. Ehud having 
made his preſents to Eglon, who then remained 
in his ſummer-houſe, the king entered into diſ- 
courſe with him; for they were both alone toge- 
ther, Eglon having commanded the ſervants, who 
waited at the time of Ehud's coming, to retire, 
and to leave him to talk with him by himſelf. In 
the mean time the king was fitting on a throne; 
when Ehud entertaining ſome. fear of the miſ- 
carrying of his ſtroke, and that he ſhould not 
give tym a blow mortal enough, did therefore 


rake hold of the king, acquainting him that he 
had a dream, which God had enjoined him to | 
C H A P. V. 3 
How under the Canaanites the Iſraelites were oppreſſed with @ cruel Servitude 

twenty Tears continuance, and regained their Liberty by Barac and Debora, who 


governed forty Tears. | 


TP HE facies, not in the leaſt amending 
their lives, or taking warning from the 


calamities which they had experienced, but 
ſtill continuing not to worſhip God, or obey 


his laws, were again, before they had long 
enjoyed a reſpite from the ſervitude of Moab, 
brought under ſub jection to Fabin, king of the 
Canganites : This king originally came from 
the City of Hazor, (or Aſor, ) ſituated above 
the lake Semechonitis, and kept an army con- 


of ther Amiquitiei of the Jews.'l& 67 


unfold ro him. £Eglon 'rejoicing® that he was 


\ 


abdut to hear ſuch a dream, ſtepped from his 
throne; whereupon Ehud ſtriking him to the 
heart with his dagger, left the blade theteb in 
the wound, and went out of the room, makin 
the door faſt _ him: od ſervants in the 
mean time being very ſtill, as ſuppoſing the 
ſing was ne e e, eee 
After this, Ehud privately acquainted the 
inhabitants of N what he had done, 
and adviſed them now to ſeek out a way 
whereby to regain their liberty; which words 
were well received by them, and immediately 
they not only made haſte to take up arms, 
but diſpatched certain perſons throughout the 
whole country, who, by the ſound of rams 
horns, ſhould ſignify ſuch their reſolution. This 
was a cuſtom in that country, whereby they 
aſſembled the people together. Now the ſer- 
vants of Eg lun remained a long time ignorant 
of what had happened to the king ; wherefore, 
in the cloſe of the day, fearing leſt ſome new 
and unuſual accident had befallen him, the 
entered the room; but finding him dead they 
ſtood looking upon one another, as if bereaved 
of their reaſon and ſenſes, and before they 
were able to muſter up the guards, the 1/7ae- 
lites in a great body came upon them; when 
many were thrown from the ſtairs that led to 
the chamber and ſo killed, others fled unto 
the land of Moab to the number of above ten 
thouſand ; but the Maelites firſt raking poſſeſ- 
ſion of the fords of Fordan, where the Moa- 
bites were to paſs over, intercepted and flew 
them, and ſuch as eſcaped in their paſſage o- 
ver were drowned,. not one of them remaining 
ro get into their own country. And in this 
manner were the Hebrews freed from the ſervi- 
tude of the Moabites. Ehud, for this fignal 
piece of ſervice, having obtained the rule over 
the whole people, died, after a government 
of eighty years continuance. He was a per- 
ſon, who, in conſideration of what he had per- 
formed, as we have juſt now mentioned, had 
juſtly deſerved to be held in eſteem, and judg- 
ed wofthy of all commendation. After him ſuc- 


ceeded in the government, by the univerſal con- 
ſent of the people, Shamgar, (or Sanagar,):the 
fon of Anath, who 
fitſt year of his reign; 


o 
- 


- 7 o 


eparted this life in the 


7 
f 
Pp 


ſiſting of three hundred chouſand ſoot, ten 
thouſand horſe, and three thouſand chariots; 


over which Hera, (or Siſares,) was the ge- 
neral, who was next in dignity to the king. 


This captain, having brought under ſub jection 


the Hraelutes, reduced them to great extremi- 
ties, ſo that in the end he impoſed an heavy 
tribute upon them. 0 11 


For twenty years ſpace they remained un⸗ 


der this ſervitude, but in all that length of 


time, 
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time, the greater part were not in the leaſt 
made ſenſible of their wickedneſs 75 the ca- 
lamities they ſuffered; whereupon God, be- 
holding them to be of a ſtubborn diſpoſition, 
and viewing their ingratitude towards him, was 
willing to afflict them till longer; but they 
who were of a ſounder judgment, and by 
the afflictions which had befallen them had 
learnt that all their hardſhips proceeded from 
a contempt of the laws, went and beſought 
Debora a propheteſs (which ſignifies a Bee in the 
Hebrew language, )to intreat God by her prayers, 
that he would take compaſſion upon their con- 
dition, and not ſtill be angry with them, now 
they were in a manner deſtroyed by the Ca- 
naanites Wherefore, God vouchſating to have 
compaſſion on them, appointed for their deli- 
verer Barac of the IT of Nepthalim. The 
word Barac, in the dialect of the Hebrews, is 
interpreted, Lightning. 4 Th 
Debora fending for Barac, commanded him 
to make choice of ten thouſand young men of 
valour, and with them 'to march againſt the 
enemy ; ſuch a number being ſufficient, eſpe- 
cially ſeeing God himſelf had appointed that 
aw Ari and declared he would give the victory 
by them. Barac however told her, He would 
not lead out the army, unleſs fhe ſhared in the 
command thereof ; whereupon ſeeming angry, 
ſhe ſpoke thus : Would thou give to a woman 
part of that honour which & hath aſſuredly 
deſigned for thee alone? However, I will not 
refuſe it, After this they gathered together 
ten thouſand men, and incamped on mount 
Tabor, (or Itabrius,) where Siſera, (Siſares) ſat 
down over againſt them, by the command of 
the king, he himſelf being not far from the 
enemy with the reſt of the army. The Iſraelites 
and Barac were ſtruck with fear at the mul- 
titude of the enemy, and were ready to re- 
treat, when Debora kept them from it, enjoyn- 
ing them to engage them that very day, for 
the victory was almoſt in their poſſeſſion, God 


"CRAP. 
How the Madianites and other Nations waging War with the Iſraelites, were overcon⸗ 


Ly them, and their Country ſpoiled during ths ſpace of ſeven Tears, being at length 
81 fer at Liberty by Gideon, (Gedeon, who ruled over the People forty Tears. ul 


AR AC being now dead, as alſo Debora, 
the Madianites calling to their aſſiſtance 
the Amalekites and Arabians, denounced war 
againſt the Jraelites, and in an encounter with 
them, overcame them, burning at the ſame 
time their fields of corn, and carrying away a 
large booty. Thus theſe hoſtilites they con- 
tinued to do during the ſpace of ſeven years, 
wherein the Iſraelites fled unto the mountains, 
and left the more level countries, making holes 
and dens in the rocks, wherein they depoſited 
whatſbever they had preſerved ſrom the enemy. 
For the Madianites in the ſummer ſeaſon, en- 
camped againſt them, and came with their 
cattie and their tents, and deſtroyed their in- 
creaſe ; permitting the Iſraelites, during the 
winter to till their grounds, that from their 
labour and induſtry they might receive their 
prey. Wherefore at this time a famine ſorely 
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being ready to afford them his aid and aſſiſt- 
Whereupon the battle began: But as they 
were engaging, a prodigious tempeſt aroſe; 
wherein deſcended large drops of rain and 
hail, and the wind blowing fiercely, threw the 
rain in the faces of the Canaanites, by which 
being blinded, their darts and ſlings proved of 
little or no ſervice to them; and the ſoldiers, 
by reaſon of the cold, and the weight of 
their armour, could not wield their ſwords: 
But the tempeſt was upon the backs of the 
Iſraelites, and therefore the leſs annoyed them. 
Whereupon taking freſh courage, as then be- 
lieving that God was preſent to their aſſiſt- 
ance, they ruſhed into the middle of the enemy, 
and there followed a terrible ſlaughter of them; 
ſome were flain, falling by the hands of the 
Ifraelites ; others, tumbling headlong from their 
horſes, died; and a great number more, fling= 
ing themſelves from their chariots, ſeemed to 
covet death. When Siſera, (Siſares,) ſaw his 
men flying away, he leaped from his chariot, 
and fled to the tent of a certain Kenite woman, 
named Fael, (Fale,) who, upon his requeſt 
that ſhe would conceal him, entertained him, 
and gave him ſoure milk to drink, upon his 
asking for ſomething to quench his thirſt ; and 
having immediately drunk thereof, he was 
{uddenly overwhelmed witha deep ſſeep; where- 
upon Jael, with a mighty force, drove a nail 
through his temples, and faſtened him to the 
ground, ſhowing him:to the ſoldiers of Barac, 
who in a litle ſpace afterwards came to en- 
quire for him, in that condition nailed to the 
floor: Thus did a woman obtain the victoty 
as Debora had propheſied. But Barac be- 
ſieging the city of Axor, ſiew Jaban as he 
came to relieve it, and after the death of his 
general, he laid it level with the ground. 
After this victory, Barac kept poſſeſſion of 
the government during the ſpace of forty 
—BS 305-2009 8 


oppreſſed them, and being quite exhauſted 
with hunger and want, they turned their pray- 
ers towards God, and humbly beſought him 
that he would ſend them deliverance. is 
Gideon the ſon of Foaſh, at this time a man 
of low condition, and of the tribe of Maſe, 
carried the ſheaves of his corn and thraſhed 
them ſecretly by his wine-preſs, for he was 
atraid of doing ſo on the floor of his barn, be- 
cauſe of the enemy. But while he was threſh- 
ing, a viſion appeared to him in the likeneſs. ot 
a young man, which told him, That he was at Wi 
happy man, and beloved of God. It is no gre i 
fign of favour, anſwered Gideon, that I an 
obliged to uſe my wine- preſs inſtead of the threſ#- 
ing-floor. But the viſion bad him be of good cou- 
rage, and endeavour'to regain the liberty of bis 
countrymen. To which Gideon, anſwered, 7h4 
ſuch a thing was impoſſible, ſeeing that his family 
was 
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was but ſmall in the tribe to which he belong'd, 
4. be himſelf a young man, W | ay. 
eateries pert evy' of performing rings 0 | ſo 
reat importance. At this, God promiſed him, 
that he would give him whatever he wanted, 
and beſtow the victory upon the [/rae/:tes, on 
condition he himſelf would conduct the army. 
Immediately after this, Gedeon made the 
whole affair known to ſome young men, with 
whom he found credit, and in a little time had 
an army of ten thouſand perſons ready with 
him to enter the field: But God appearing to 
him in a viſion, acquainted him, That the per- 
_—_ /ons conſtituting his army, were of ſuch haughty 
= 7:/pc/ition, as to be great admirers of themſelves, 
24234 to bear enmity againſt all others who were 
remarkable either for virtue or courage; and 
moreover they always took it ill, when it was 
believed that the victory proceeded from God, 
and not from them, who would have it. always 
attributed to their Skill and valour, as being a 


encounter with any enemy. Wherefore, that the 
Divine Aſſiſtance might appear in this affair, He 
ave him this mjunction : That as ſoon as the 
, of the day was at its heighth, he. ſhould 
lead his army to the river, when thoſe who 
ould fall on their knees, and in that condition 
did drink, he ſpould eſteem them.as valiant men; 
but as many as with haſte and eagerneſs did 
take up water in their hands, lapping it, he 
ſhould mark them as perſons who dranł in that 
manner through cowardice, and fear of the 
enemy. Gedeon obeying this command of God, 
made trial of the experiment, and found three 
hundred men, who through fear took water in 
their hands, and with trembling put it to their 
x lips; theſe perſons God enjoin'd him to take, 
= and engage the enemy with: Whereupon they 
= encamped near Jordan, reſolving to paſs over 
the next day. 
Gedeon at this time entertain'd a great fear 
within himſelf, becauſe God had commanded 
= him to attack the enemy in the night-time ; 
= whereupon the Almighty, willing that he ſhould 
== baniſh from his breaſt all thoughts of dangers, 
bid him join in company with him one of his 
= ſoldiers, and go down, and draw near unto the 
camp of the Madianites, for that from them he 
WE ſhould receive ſtrength and courage. In obe- 
dience to what he was enjoin'd, he went, tak- 
ing with him Phorg, (or Pharah,) his ſervant, 
= who approaching a certain tent, they, found the 
a ſoldiers in it awake, and one among them tel- 
ling a dream to his comrade, which Gedeon eaſily 
overheard; the man told it in this manner: 
Aer hong ht I ſaw a cake of barley rolling through 
= 7: army, which for badneſs was not fit for any 
nn to cat; and having paſſed through the kings 
ent, and thrown it down, it afterwards enter'd 
== // the other tents of the hoſt, doing the like. His 
Companion anſwer'd, That the utter deſtructi- 
f the Madianites was /ignified by the dream; 
. and gave, for ſuch his opinion in this matter, 
bis reaſon, That as Barley of all grain was the 
= 7:2, /o the Iſraelites of all the nations who 
5 lived in Aſia, ſeem'd now to be the moſt deſpica- 
3 ble, reſembling the barley-cake ; and that which 
= hc carried in itſelf any marks . and 


7 | frrength, were Gedeon and his army, To this 
| has 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


who durſt hardly 


great number of fig hting men, and able enough to 
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he likewiſe further added, and ſaid, Seeing that 
thou ſayeſt thou haſt ſeen a cake of barley over= 
turning our tents, I am much afraid leſt God 
will take the victory from us, and give it to 
eon. Ns 
When Gedeon had heard this dream, he was 
inſpir'd with new courage and hope, and ac- 
quainted his, men with what he had heard in 
the camp of the enemy, and ordered them 
forthwith to betake themſelves to their. arms. 
The men being now emboldened from the re- 
lation which had been told them, ſhowed them<- 
ſelves very ready to perform his commands. 
Wherefore about the fourth watch, Gedeon drew 
out the three hundred men, and divided them 
into three parts, each conſiſting of an hundred 
men : Every perſon carried in his left hand an 
empty pitcher, with a torch burning in it, to 
prevent the enemy from perceiving their march, 
and in their right they bore a ram' s horn, which 
they made uſe of in the room of a trumpet. 
The enemy's camp took. up a large ſpace of 
ground, having in it a great number of camels ; 
and the forces within it being diſtributed by 
their nations, were all contain'd in one large cir- 
cumference. Now the Hebrews had been be- 
fore inſtructed what they ſhould do, namely, 
that as ſoon as they came near the enemy, upon 
a ſignal given, they ſhould ſound their horns, 
and break their pitchers, and with their lighted 
torches, with a great ſhout, they ſhould ruſh 
amongſt the midit of their enemies, and over- 
come them, God in the mean time lending his 
aſſiſtance to Gedeon. All theſe things they 
punctually obey*d, when a vaſt diſorder and 
tear ſeiz d all the Madianites, being hardly 
awake, but half aſleep, for it was night-time, 
God ordering that it ſhould ſo happen: Few 
indeed were killed by their enemies, but a 
great numberby their own companions andallies, 
by reaſon of the difference of languages amongſt 
them ; all who ſtood in their way being pur to 
the ſword as enemies, when once the confuſion 
had begun. The ſlaughter was exceeding great: 
And no ſooner was this victory, which Gedeon 
obtain'd, reported to rhe Vraelites, than they 


took to their arms, and purſuing after them, 


they came upon them in a flat part of the coun- 
try, ſurrounded on every ſide with rapid tor- 
rents of water, which rendering it impracti- 


cable for them to paſs over, they encompaſſed 


them all about, putting every man of them to 
the ſword, and killing their two kings, Oreb 
and Zeb, (or Zeeb.) The other generals in the 
mean time taking the remaining part of the 
army along with them, marched with it far- 
ther into the country, (being about eighteen 
thouſand men, ) and incamp'd at a good diſtance 
from the Iſraelites. But Gedeon, with indefa- 
tigable pains, follow'd after them with his 
whole army, and engaging them, put them all 
to the rout, making a great ſlaughter of them, 


and took at the ſame time their two leaders, 
Zebab, (or Zebe,) and Zalmunna, (or Sal- 


mana,) which were now left, his priſoners. In 
this battle fell of the Madianites and Arabi- 
ans their auxiliaries, about one hundred and 
twenty thouſand; the Hebrews obtaining a 
vaſt plunder of gold, ſilver, embroidery, ca- 
mels and cattle ; Ar the end whereof, Gedeon 


Ee returned 


n 8 Bo. 4.5 s — N 1 : wy — . 
A >, — 8 I 4 FR + = 4th rn rr 18 ſr 2G a+ g 2 , TENN 8 n * 2 * wg? = N 
Sos 2 YO ; © 26 _ 4 2 5 * 88 ** wares =) ij oe. J * e +74 +. 2 r 
| "+ - + ” 2 — A "IM 4 \ HERS - x TER... 2 * C _—_ n l RA 
r oe eg. Fw, #8 * ee 2 | on * "ol „ * jp ee * WY es 
— atv — * 3 * 5 n 3 ä r * n r ” O 1 > a 8 1 
n be = — 2 — KN” — 2 1 1 * - — — > * 2 foe * * - ICE — 3 
ph « — P ” of > * S q 
. 1 * v 


- < 4 — 
— = — — 
o 2 22 : 
— . 2 9 
KY —— — — — PETIT: . : 
» _— pony . 
2 . 
2 3 —— Bay I 2 „. 
* et vio 2 
"> X wa hs. 
N * ———— 
Io 


. 0 err do re 


TIEN 


-— 
ws 


8 


448 © es . 41 4 P — = : 7 _ EX” DB — a < 
> A 14 wy C 2 » be A a uy — Sr RS —_— * 3 = > _ _ 
* r p of E q ry — — — — ; - \ * — 
2 * WY < 1 = - -2F P 5 — 12 9 ——— _ * n Pe 1 ERS. 4 r . 5 5 — 
Ve . . , Lo o_— 1 8 8 2 . A . ESO —— Pas : 
1 - 0 7 the - r 1— 8 3 1 „ * . 9 4 5 — —— A 1 Y 9 n — CO — pes _— 
2 i 2 a ” 4 w if 2 N : * — * * oy — "rn 8 1 ” * 1 = — * 
q e 5 * ye — Pp. y aw — 2 = a IF" 
1 = a - + 7 9 ACRES 4” 5 4 "cer 7 * Di os N N l l 
IT; DOS 4 , FS 2 r an Es bn oat ous — + pI 2 — — oF —— * 2 1 — r 3 2 - 
5 ** * * 8 5 2 7 > 2 = — — * © 
$-< — x - - 4 A ne we, * 8 = = 0 F . : 0 - \ 
N ug — * 2 , DD ISP KS, l * L — * * 1 1 R — — : > \ 7 2 — A N 
N ” F S —— 0 f - 3 , \ 5 yn 8 Þ _ N N 
a a G f . 4 5 © by 8 4 _— "2," 1 1 Fa. * * * nn boy ok = by \ * — > Me Fo - 
— 4 — — > <A LAY, 4.  - as — 2 — * — m 0 5 3 OE 4, et he 2 * . 2 on N A R 1 2 9 2 4 . — "IR tg — - — ooh of 
: C , ws 2. _ 3 4 7 i a hy + - * * * 4 = „ LH - 1 al * * 0 tay 1 o = NI 4 os $4 5 = * 5 p "y I = TE EE": . » 4 a — "i p — — ; - - e 2 2 
4.9% — n + 3 © 2 Y R B& a * 1 . 8 a4 8 C x a, 0; * — ay " - N * 
N — > k : E I — 2 — — 2 8 b v A 4 * 0 * > 4 * 2 - a 4 * 3 — ; ms 4 2 — 4 g * TY „ 1 m_— > — We — — 
* 9 v . h * 7 * vas, Pg 3 - wy 3 — N 2» of _ OS, - nd 2 ve * vas ary WE 1 fl - 9 — 8 5 . = * 7 — 5 o 8 E 3 a 2 2 * & * — ** * * Wa — Ne = — W F C — * 4 4 _ — — 
4 i hte aA . « & "_— "* = 2 . IJ as... a * 2 or g - rr 4 3 - r 2 * 2.4 _ 5 $4 322 0 * » „ * - 2 — Fo . . — * * N 2 6 — 4 ? * 
— (Og * Eu tp Pay * 2 & 9 3 OPS 127 x , * T 2 2 8 1 8 ** * 4 4 2 9 4 ods "08 — — ns 1s gf ee LF "ov * 18 R * = $a *. 3 5 "Mt . ** ** . * + - = « * 1 * 
3 F Fi * N D ”»_ Ws. ao a RS. 0 — - : . LED Aa * N 25 n E 2 * . N : . 
Ba > v © 8 - - hy Seo 5 5S- >. RE V2 _—_ * — Y n 2 be N 7 STO TS 4 Wn p „ 0 * 1 2 aq EIS WM N n N . . .. es te it * e 2 E - 44 ” - 1 n 4 a 2 * 8 = * 
7 * 2 "= os Fe N 8 * . * Ee A: p 5 * 3 > * - 5 * ＋ — 2 * 22 [> his 992-45. pops ; Ma os ey 8 * Sa * F _— fg b Py — 6, > 1 * g i * =_ ” P a . Lok. 4 N 1 - 
Y > * 7 — oy mv, V1 2 = $4 8 Ge. 1 N =: FS — — — s > 3 — . 8 : 8 th — 1 0 3 , — * 7 * 8 p - 2 — — T 0 < — 9 
1 K 8 4 : Lal 2 = + — - ate | ” 8 J 
9 — EVE 
2 


v 
* 


eee 


a. - 


3 * 


108 


time, the greater part were not in the leaſt 
made ſenſible of their wickedneſs * the ca- 


lamities they ſuffered ; whereupon God, be- 
holding them to be of a ſtubborn diſpoſition, 
and viewing their ingratitude towards him, was 
willing to afflict them ill longer; but they 
who were of a ſounder judgment, and by 
the afflictions which had befallen them had 
learnt that all their hardſhips proceeded from 
a contempt of the laws, went and beſought 
Debora a propheteſs (which . e Bee in the 
Hebrem language, )to intreat God by her prayers, 
that he would take compaſſion upon their con- 
dition, and not ſtill be angry with them, now 
they were in a manner deſtroyed by the Ca- 
naanites : Wherefore, God vouchſafing to have 
compaſſion on them, appointed for their deli- 
verer Barac of the tribe of Nepthalim. The 


word Barac, in the dialect of the Hebrews, is 


interpreted, Lightning. 45 
Debora fending for Barac, commanded him 
to make choice of ten thouſand young men of 
valour, and with them to march againſt the 
enemy ; ſuch a number being ſufficient, eſpe- 
cially ſeeing God himſelf had appointed that 


number, and declared he would give the victory 


them. Barac however told her, He would 
not lead out the army, unleſs ſhe ſhared in the 
command thereof ; whereupon ſeeming angry, 
ſhe ſpoke thus : Would thou give to a woman 
part of that honour which Gcd hath aſſuredly 
deſigned for thee alone? However, I will not 
refuſe it. After this they gathered together 
ten thouſand men, and incamped on mount 
Tabor, (or Itabrius,) where Siſera, (Siſares) ſat 
down over againſt them, by the command of 
the king, he himſelf being not far from the 
enemy with the reſt of the army. The [/rae/ites 
and Barac were ſtruck with fear at the mul- 
titude of the enemy, and were ready. to re- 
treat, when Debora kept them from it, enjoyn- 
ing them to engage them that very day, for 
the victory was almoſt in their poſſeſſion, God 


„ 
How the Madianites and other Nations waging War with the Iſraelites, were overcome 
buy them, and their Country ſpoiled during ths ſpace of ſeven Tears, being at length 
et at Liberty by Gideon, (Gedeon, ) who ruled over the People forty Tears. 


AR AC being now dead, as alſo Debora, 
the Madianites calling to their aſſiſtance 
the Amalekites and Arabians, denounced war 
againſt the Jraelites, and in an encounter with 
them, overcame them, burning at the ſame 
time their fields of corn, and carrying away a 
large booty. Thus theſe hoſtilites they con- 
tinued to do during the ſpace of ſeven years, 
wherein the Iſraelites fled unto the mountains, 
and left the more level countries, making holes 
and dens in the rocks, wherein they depoſited 
whatſbever they had preſerved ſrom the enemy. 
For the Madianites in the ſummer ſeaſon, en- 
camped againſt them, and came with their 
cattle and _their tents, and deſtroyed their in- 
creaſe ; permitting the Iſraelites, during the 
winter to till their grounds, that from their 
labour and induſtry they might receive their 
prey. Wherefore at this time a famine ſorely 


Flavius JOSEPRVUS. 


that ſhe would conceal him, entertained him, 


having immediately drunk thereof, he was 


Book V. 
being ready to afford them his aid and aſſiſt- 
Whereupon the battle began: But as they 
were engaging, a prodigious tempeſt aroſe; 

wherein deſcended - large drops of rain and 
hail, and the wind blowing fiercely, threw the 
rain in the faces of the Canaanites, by which 
being blinded, their darts and ſlings proved of 
little or no ſervice to them; and the ſoldiers, 
by reaſon of the cold, and the weight of 
their armour, could not wield their ſwords: 

But the tempeſt was upon the backs of the 
Hraelites, and therefore the leſs annoyed them. 
Whereupon taking freſh courage, as then be- 
lieving that God was preſent to their aſſiſt- 
ance, they ruſhed into the middle of the enemy, 
and there followed a terribleſlaughter of them; 
ſome were flain, falling by the hands of the 
Iſraelites ; others, tumbling headlong from their 
horſes, died; and a great number more, fling- 
ing themſelves from their chariots, ſeemed to 
covet death. When Siſera, (Siſares,) ſaw his 
men flying away, he leaped from his chariot, 
and fled to the tent of a certain Kenite woman, 
named Fael, (Fale,) who, upon his requeſt 


and gave him ſoure milk ro drink, upon his 
asking for {ſomething to quench his thirſt ; and 


{uddenly overwhelmed witha deep ſſeep; where- 
upon Jael, with a mighty force, drove a nail 
through his temples, and faſtened him to the 
ground, ſhowing him:to the ſoldiers of Barac, 
who in a litle ſpace afterwards came to en- 
quire for him, 1n that condition nailed to the 
floor: Thus did a woman obtain the victory 
as Debora had prophelied. But 'Barac be- 
ſieging the city of Axor, fiew Jaban as he 
came to relieve it, and after the death of his 
general, he laid it level with the ground. 
After this victory, Barac kept poſſeſſion of 
the government during the ſpace of forty 
years. | 5 e 


oppreſſed them, and being quite exhauſted 
with hunger and want, they turned their pray- 
ers towards God, and humbly beſought him 

that he would ſend them deliverance. | 
Gideon the ſon of Foaſh, at this time a man 
of low condition, and of the tribe of Manuf 
carried the ſheaves of his corn and thraſhed 
them ſecretly by his wine-preſs, for he was 
atraid of doing ſo on the floor of his barn, be- 
cauſe of the enemy. But while he was threſh- 
ing, a viſion appeared to him in the likeneſs ot 
a young man, which told him, That he was a! Wil 
happy man, and beloved of God. It is no greg 

nu of favour, anſwered Gideon, that I an 
obliged to uſe my wine- preſs inſtead of the threſb- 
ing-floor. But the viſion bad him be of good cou- 
rage, and endeavour'to regain the liberty of bis 
countrymen. To which Gideon, anſwered, 744! i 
ſuch a thing was impoſſible, ſeeing that bis fam : 
"1s if 


8 
aer 


Book V. 


as but fe in 2 
d. he himſel, a young man, | 
paar Pp 4 t houg hi of performing 1 0 'ſo 
great importance. At this, God promi ed him, 
that he would give him whatever he wanted, 
and beſtow the victory upon the Hraelites, on 
condition he himſelf would conduct the army. 
Immediately after this, Gedeon made the 
whole affair known to ſome young men, with 
whom he found credit, and in a little time had 
an army of ten thouſand perſons ready with 
nim to enter the field: But God appearing to 
= him in a viſion, acquainted him, That the per- 
—_—_ /s conſtituting his army, were of ſuch haughty 
—_ 41A:/po/1ton, as to be great admirers of themſelves, 
234 to bear enmity againſt all others who were 
remarkable either for virtue or courage; 
_ moreover they always took it ill, when it was 
believed that the victory proceeded from Goa, 
= and not from them, who would have it always 
attributed to their Skill and valour, as being a 
great number of fighting men, and able enough to 
encounter with any enemy. Wherefore, that the 
Divine Aſſiſtance might appear in this affair, He 
ave him this RES, Te ; That as ſoon as the 
Feat of the day was at its heighth, he ſhould 
lead his army to the river, when thoſe who 
ould fall on their knees, and in that condition 
did drink, he fhould eſteem them as valiant men; 
but as many as with haſte and eagerneſs did 
take up water in their hands, lapping it, he 
ſhould mark them as perſons who drank in that 
manner through cowardice, and fear of the 
enemy. Gedeon obeying this command of God, 


the tribe to which he belong'd, 
who durſt hardly. 


| made trial of the experiment, and found three 
hundred men, who through fear took water in 
their hands, and with trembling put it to their 
e RA. lips; theſe perſons God enjoin'd him to take, 
sand engage the enemy with: Whereupon they 
l. encamped near Jordan, reſolving to paſs over 
X RE the next day. 5 
y RE CGegeor at this time entertain'd a great fear 
within himſelf, becauſe God had commanded 
him to attack the enemy in the night-time ; 
= whereupon the Almighty, willing that he ſhould 
= baniſh from his breaſt all thoughts of dangers, 
AE bid him join in company with him one of his 
ne a ſoldiers, and go down, and draw near unto the 
tb camp of the Madianites, for that from them he 
mould receive ſtrength and courage. In obe- 
dience to what he was enjoin'd, he went, tak- 
1d ing with him Phorg, (or Phurab,) his ſervant, 
5 = who approaching a certain tent, they found the 
vim WS {oldters in it awake, and one among them tel- 


ling a dream to his comrade, which Gedeon eaſily 
ooverheard; the man told it in this manner: 
et hong ht T ſaw a cake of barley rolling through 
e my, which for badneſs was not fit for any 
nn te cat; and having paſſed through the kings 
ent, and thrown it down, it afterwards enter d 
he other tents of the hoſt, doing the like. His 
Companion anſwer'd, That the utter deſtructi- 
= * 7 he Madianites was /ignified by the dream; 
and gave, for ſuch his opinion in this matter, 
F his reaſon, That as Barley of all grain was the 
_ 7, /o the Iſraelites of all the nations who 
ved in Aſia, ſeem'd now to be the moſt deſpica- 
F ble, reſembling the barley-cake ; and that which 
en carried in itſelf any marks of, courage and 
— frreng? i were Gedeon and his army, Jo this 
1 O 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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he likewiſe further added, and ſaid, Seeing that 
thou ſayeſt thou haſt ſeen a cake. of barley over= 


turning our tents, I am much afraid. leſt God 
will take the victory from us, and give it to 


n. . 
When Gedeon had heard this dream, he was 
inſpir'd with new courage and hope, and ac- 
quainted his men with what he had heard in 
the camp of the enemy, and ordered them 
forthwith to betake themſelves to their arms. 
The men being now emboldened from the re- 
lation which had been told them, ſhowed them- 
ſelves very ready to perform his commands. 
Wherefore about the fourth watch, Gedeon drew 
out the three hundred men, and divided them 
into three parts, each conſiſting of an hundred 
men : Every perſon carried in his left hand an 
empty pitcher, with a torch burning in it, to 
prevent the enemy from perceiving their march, 
and in their right they bore a ram's horn, which 
they made uſe of in the room of a trumpet. 
The enemy's camp took up a large ſpace of 
ground, having in it a great number of camels ; 
and the forces within it being diſtributed by 
their nations, were all contain'd in one large cir- 
cumference. Now the Hebrews had been be- 
fore inſtructed what they ſhould do, namely, 
that as ſoon as they came near the enemy, upon 
a ſignal given, they ſhould ſound their horns, 
and me their pitchers, and with their lighted 
torches, with a great ſhout, they ſhould ruſh 
amongſt the midit of their enemies, and over- 
come them, God in the mean time lending his 
aſſiſtance to Gedeon. All theſe things they 
unctually obey*d, when a vaſt diſorder and 
Bo ſeiz'd all the Madianites, being hardly 
awake, but half aſleep, for it was night-time, 
God ordering that it ſhould ſo happen : Few 
indeed were killed by their enemies, but a 
great numberby their own companions and allies, 
by reaſon of the difference of languages amongſt 
them; all who ſtood in their way being put to 
the ſword as enemies, when once the confuſion 
had begun. The ſlaughter was exceeding great: 
And no ſooner was this victory, which DN 9 
obtain'd, reported to rhe 1/raelites, than they 


took to their arms, and purſuing after them, 


they came upon them in a flat part of the coun- 
try, ſurrounded on every ſide with rapid tor- 
rents of water, which rendering it impracti- 
cable for them to paſs over, they encompaſſed 
them all about, putting every man of them to 
the ſword, and killing their two kings, Oreb 
and Zeb, (or Zeeb.) The other generals in the 
mean time taking the remaining part of the 
army along with them, marched with it far- 
ther into the country, (being about eighteen 
thouſand men, ) and incamp'd at a good diſtance 
from the Hraelites. But Gedeon, with indefa- 
tigable pains, follow'd after them with his 
whole army, and engaging them, put them all 
to the rout, making a great ſlaughter of them, 


and took at the ſame time their two leaders, 
Lebah, (or Zebe,) and Zalmunna, (or Sal- 


mana, ) which were now left, his priſoners. In 
this battle fell of the Madianites and Arabi- 
ans their auxiliaries, about one hundred and 
twenty thouſand ; the Hebrews obtaining a 
vaſt plunder of gold, filver, embroidery, ca- 
meis and cartle ; Ar the end whereof, Gedeon 
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returned unto Ephra (or Ophrah,) his country, 
and ſlew the kings of the Moabites. 

Now the tribe of Ephraim were diſpleaſed 
with the ſucceſs of Gedeon, and reſolved to 
proclaim war againſt him, alledging as a rea- 
ſon for their ſo doing, his engaging the ene- 
my, before he had communicated the affair to 
them, and call'd them to accompany him. Here- 
upon Gedeon, who was a perſon of much modera- 
tion, and endow'd with virtuous accompliſh- 
ments, acquainted them, that it was not from 
any deſire or inclination of his own, he had 
fought with the enemy, without their con- 
currence in the action, but he had done ſo, in 
conformity to the Divine Command ; adding, 
that the victory was as much belonging to them 
who had not fought, as thoſe who had. Hav- 


Fravius JOSEPAUS 


ing at laſt by theſe remonſtrances, appeaſed 
their indignation againſt him, he thereby per- 
form*d a piece of ſervice more beneficial to the 
Hebrews, than what he had atcheiv'd againſt 
their enemies amounted to; for a ſeditious 


humour Py among them, he entirely ba- 
niſh'd it: Yer, for the contumely which this 


tribe uſed him with, it ſuffer'd a puniſhment, 
which we ſhall mention in its due place. 
Gedeon, being deſirous of laying down the 


government, was nevertheleſs oblig'd to re- 


tain it forty years, preſiding in the judgment 
ſeat, and determining the differences of all 
who applied to him on that account, who al- 
ways went away fatisfied with his deciſion, 
Gedeon having arrived at a good old age, 
died, and was buried at Ephra. | 


CHAP. VII. 


How the Hebrew under ſeveral ſucceeding Governors, waged War for a long Time 
| 8 with all the bordering Nations. 


G E DEO N had ſeventy ſons born to him 
in lawful wedlock ; he having many wives. 
But he had one ſon by his concubine Druma, 
who was illegitimate, and was call'd Abimelech, 
who, after his father's deceaſe, went to Si- 
cim (or Shechem,) where he was born, to viſit 
his mother's kindred ; where receiving money 
from them, therewith he hir'd vain and light 
2156 with whom he return'd to his father's 


ouſe, and there flew all his brethren, except 


rer, (or Fot ham,) who fortunately had 
11d himſelf, and by that means was preſerv'd, 
But in the mean time, Abimelech govern'd 
every thing in a tyrannical manner, eſteeming 
his will and pleaſure, and whatſover he acted 


thereby as lawful and juſt, being a profeſſed 


enemy to thoſe who ſhow'd themſelves guar- 
dians or proteCtors of the laws. 

Ic fell our upon a time, that as a feaſt was 
celebrated at Sicim, whereat all the people 
were aſſembled, his brother Foatham, whom 


ve have before mention'd to have hid himſelf, 


aſcending the mount Garigim, which overlooks 
Sicim, he lift up his voice, to the end that all 
might diſtinctly hear him ſpeak, and pray'd 


them to keep ſilence, and give attention unto 


his words. No ſooner was filence made among 
them, than he ſpoke thus : The trees on a time, 
met together in council, wherein they defir'd the 
Fig- tree to exerciſe the government over them; 
but upon its refuſal and ſaying, that it would 
continue to enjoy the honour which its own fruit 
gave it, rather than be oblig'd for any thing that 
proceeded from the gift of another ; thereupon 
the trees bethought themſelves of ſome other, unto 
whom they might commit the rule; when at laſt, 
it was asjudg'd proper for the vine to receive it 
But the vine, after they had fixed their choice 
upon him, made uſe of the ſame reaſons as the 
Fig- tree had done before, to refuſe the govern- 
ment. In like manner the Olive- tree being offer' d 
the command, refuſed it. But the Bramble, which 
is a plant only for burning, being asked, gave 
them his promiſe, that with great aſſiduity and 
care, he would manage their affairs, But, ſaid 


* 


he, you muff put your truſt under my ſhadow . 
For, if at any time you go about to contrive my 
ruin, I will put fire within mybranches, and con- 


ſume all of you. After Foatham had declar'd him- 


ſelf thus, he told them he had not mention'd 
theſe things to create laughter, or for the ſake of 
a jeſt, but to make them reflect upon their own 
ingratituce, who, having receiv'd many favours 
at the hands of Gedeon, now tamely ſuffer'd his 
illegitimate ſon Abimelech to rule over them; 
adding, that they themſelves were accomplices 
with him in the murther of his brethren, and 
in the end, would find by experience, his 
temper to be like that of fire. Having thus 
ſpoken, he withdrew himſelf, and dwelt among 
the mountains, as one in exile, flying through 
fear from Abimelech, and hiding himſelf from 
him for the ſpace of three ygars. 
Not long after the feaſt, the Sicimites, re- 
penting themſelves of the murther committed 
upon the ſons of Gedeon, baniſhed Abimelech, 
not only out of their city, but their tribe: 
Whereupon he, and thoſe who accompanied 
him, reſolv'd to revenge themſelves upon the 
city. At this time, the ſeaſon of gathering in 
the grapes drew near; but the people had 
ſuch terrible apprehenſions of the cruelty ot 
Abimelech, that they durſt not go into the fields 
to reap their vintage. In order to encourage 
them, and remove their fears, one Gaal, 4 
perſon of principal authority, came to them, 
with his relations and a band of armed men: 
Him therefore they intreated to be their ſafe- 
guard, while their vintage was finiſh'd ; and 
Gaal complied with their defire : Whereupon 
they, by the aſſiſtance of Gaal, to whom were 
likewiſe join'd a troop of ſoldiers, which be- 
long'd to them, being ſecur'd from the inſults 
of Abimelech and his men, reap'd their fruits, 
and carried them home in ſafety and peace; 
and over their cups took the freedom of aſ- 
perſing Alimelech, and his relations who Were 
officers. Beſides, they placed ambuſcades 
about the city, whereby, taking many of the 
guards of Abimelec h, they put them to death. 
| | | Hereupon, 
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ople againſt him; withal adviſing him 
he vers in wait before the city; for 
thar in the mean time he would perſuade Gaa/ 
ro come out and engage him, whereby he would 
have it in his power to be revenged upon him: 
After which, he gave him aſſurance, that he 
would be able to bring about a reconciliation 
betwixt him and the people. In conſequence of 
this information, Abimelech aroſe and his men in 
the night, and lay in wait in the fields; Gaa/ in 
the mean time together with Zebul, in a careleſs 
manner marching about the ſuburbs. But when 
Gaal ſaw men in armour drawing near him, 
he called aloud to Zebul, telling him, that 
men in battle array were approaching them: 
Upon this, Zebul anſwered, that the things he 


ſaw were only the ſhadow of rocks. But Gaal 


perceiving them to come nearer and nearer, 
cried out, that they were no ſhadows, but a 
real company of men. To which Zebul re- 
joined, Didſt not thou ſay that Abimelech was 
cc ſlothful and impotent prince? Shew now 
« thyſelf what a man thou art, in engaging with 
ce him** Gaal was not a little ſurprized at this, 
and coming out of the city encountred with 
Abimelech. Having loſt ſeveral of his men in 
the engagement, he got into the city, being 
put to flight; but ſoon returning, brought with 
him back a freſh ſupply of ſoldiers. Ze- 
bil during theſe tranſactions endeavoured to 
perſuade the citizens to diſown Gaal, and hin- 
der him from coming among them, as having 


cowardly, and without cauſe, engaged with A- 


bimelech. On the other hand, Abimelech under- 
ſtanding that the Sicimites were gone forth 


to gather in their vintage, put men in am- 
buſh 


the third part of his army to ſeize upon the 
gates, thereby to hinder the cicizens from co- 


ming out; bur all the reſt who fled he purſued 
after with his army, putting to the ſword all 


he met with; and taking the city without 
ſiege, he levelled it with the ground, ſowing 
afterwards with ſalt the places where the walls 
ſtood. Thus were the S:cimites in a manner all 
cut off. But thoſe who had eſcaped the danger, 
by flying into the country, gathered rhem- 


ſelves into a body, and entering into a ſtron 
= hold well fortified, deſigned there to defend 


themſelves: Which Abimelech underſtandin 
drew near it with all his forces, and carryin 
In his hands bundles of dry and combuſtible 
wood, with an intent of ſurrounding the place 
therewith, he ordered his army to follow his 
example. In a ſhort ſpace of time the whole 
circumference of the hold was incompaſſed 
with wood, and other combuſtible matter, to 
which they ſet fire: At this, aſudden and terrible 
blaze enſued, wherein was conſumed to aſhes, 
as well the men as their wives and children, 
not one being able to eſcape. About one thou- 
ſand tive hundred men periſhed, but of o- 
thers a very great multitude. Such was this de- 
{truEtion chat befel the Sicimites ; and their un- 
happy caſe had merited a far greater ſhare of 

ut that they ſuffered a puniſhment very 


juſt, for their ungrateful treatment of the po- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
Hereupon one Zebul, a chief man among 


the Sicimites, but a friend of Abimelech, ſent 
meſſengers to ac uaint him, how Gaal moved 


in places about the city, commanding 
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ſterity of Gedeon a perſon ſo well deſerving at 
their hands. 

Theſe miſeries which the Sicimites ſuſtained 
by the means of Abimilech, ſtruck a terrour into 
the Hraelites; and now it plainly appeared, 
that through his deſire of revenge, he would 
not fit down contented with what he had done, 
but coveting ftill to accompliſh a more heavy 
deſtruction, he would purſue the dictates of 
his enraged ſoul fo far, as to cut them all off. 
With this reſolution he marched againſt Thebes 
(or Thebez,) and ina ſudden encounter took it; 
but there was a tower of very great ſtrength 
in the city, unto which great numbers of the 
people had fled to ſecure themſelves ; this he 
attempted to force: But as he was making his 
attack upon the gates, a woman caſt a piece of 
a milſtone upon his head: Abimelech with the 
ſtroke fell upon the ground, and beſought his 
armour- bearer to draw his ſword and ſtab him, 
that it might not be ſaid, he was killed by the 
hand of a woman. The man performed his 
commands; and this peniſhment did Abimelech 
undergo for his cruelty towards his brethern, 
and inhumanity ſhown to the Sicimites; all 
this happened according to the prophecy of 
Foatham. The ſoldiers who followed Ab1me- 
lech, now when they found him dead diſperſed 
themſelved about, and returned to their habi- 
tations. „ 

After this Fair a Gileadite, of the tribe 
of Manaſſes, ſucceeded in the government of 
the [/raelites, a man not only happy in his 
worldly acquiſitions, but in his children, who 
were thirty in number, all good and able horſe- 
men, and to whom were committed the ſuper- 
intendency of the cities of the Gileadites. Fair, 
when he had ruled twenty and two years, died 
in an advanced age, and was buried in Camon, 
a city of Gilead. 

But after his deceaſe, the Iſraelites began 


again to tranſgreſs the Ordinances of God, and 


contemn the laws; Whereupon the Ammanites, 
(or Ammonites,) Pala ſtines, (or Philiftines, came 
and inſulted them, and waſted their country, 
with a great army; ſtriving at the ſame time, 
after they had got into their poſſeſſion the 
places beyond Jordan, to reduce under their 
power all the reſt. The Hebrews, moved by 
theſe outrages done againft them, and be- 
coming more circumſpeët from the ſenſe of 
their calamities, turned themſelves by prayers 


g towards God, and offered ſacrifices to him, 


imploring him, That putting an end to his 
anger, he would hear their ſupplications. God 
hereupon turned from the fierceneſs of his 
wrath, and repenting him of the evil, had 
compaſſion upon them, being grieved for the 
miſery of 1/rael. 

The Ammanites now marching into Gilead, 
the inhabitants of the country having no leader 
to conduct them, aſſembled themſelves toge- 
ther at Miſpe h. At this time there was a man 
named Jephthes, (or Feptthah,) of ſingular 
courage and conduct, who maintained an army 
under him at his own expence ; to this perſon 
the Gileadites ſent meſſengets, with an earneſt 
requeſt that he would give them his aſſiſtance, 
promiſing him at the ſame time, to confer the 
government upon him as long as he lived. 


Fephthah 
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Fephthah appear d not in the leaſt to be moved 
with their words and promiſes, but upbraiding 
them, expoſtulated with them for their neg- 
lecting to aſſiſt him, at the time when his bre- 
thren openly injur'd him: For Fephibab not 
being their own lawful brother, nor born- of 
the Lats mother that they were, they had 
thruſt him out of his father's houſe as a ſttan- 
ger, without any regard had either to his age 
or weakneſs. Fephthah at this time liv'd in a 
country of Gilead, called Tob, where giving 
admittance to all thoſe who gather'd to him, 
he aſſociated himſelf with them. Thither it 
was, that the Gileadites had ſent their meſſen- 
5ers to Fephthah, by whoſe repeated intrearies 
being at laſt prevail'd upon, after they had 
ſworn to him that he ſhould enjoy the govern- 
ment during life, he took upon him the com- 
mand of _ forces. th : 
Fephthab having now provided every thing 
in the beſt Beer for nr and in- 
camped his army in Miſpeh, ambaſſadors were 
ſent by him to the king of the Ammonites, with 
inſtructions to demand redreſs for the wrongs 
committed by him. To which this anſwer was 
return'd by the king of the children of Am- 
mon, That Iſrael, when they came out of Egypt, 


had taken away his land from Arnon to Jab- 


bok, and unto Jordan ; and therefore he defir'd 
them to leave the country of Amorea, as being 


the inheritance «f his predeceſſors time out of 


mind, To this Fephthah by his ambaſſadors 
made anſwer, That they had no reaſon to blame 
the Iſraelites for taking the poſſeſſion of Amorea ; 
but that they rather ought to thank them for 
paſſing by the country of Ammon, Moyſes while 
living, having had the power to ſeize it, if he 
had ſo intended. Hereupon the king of the 
Ammonites enjoined the Hraelites to depart out 
of his land, which they had detain'd above 
three hundred years. To which Fephthah again 
returned anſwer, That foraſmuch as they had 
poſſeſſed it above three hundred years, his in- 
tention was to preſerve what they now enjoyed. 
Having declar'd himſelf thus, he diſmiſſed 
the ambafadors ; after which, he offer'd up 
prayers for the victory, and promiſed to ſacri- 
fice to God the firſt thing he ſhould meet, after 
his ſafe return from the war. With this reſo- 
lution he attack'd the enemy, and in a little 
time he put them to flight, purſuing and kil- 
ling them as far as the city of Maniathe, (or 
Minnith;) after which, paſſing over into Am- 
mon, he demoliſhed many of their cities, and 
obtain'd a very great prey, freeing the inhabi- 
tants from a ſervitude which they had continued 
under for the ſpace of eighteen years. As he 
return'd home, a melancholy accident befel 
him, which damped the joy he had conceiv'd, 
for the glorious victory that he had lately 
obtain'd ; for his daughter, who was his only 
child, and a virgin, came out to meet him. 
Fephthah at the ſight of her, was exceedingly 
afflicted with grief, and blamed his daughter 
for the over-much haſte ſhe had made in com- 
ing to meet him; for that he had promiſed, 70 
make a Sacrifice to God, of the firſt thing he 
ould meet at his return, The young woman 
hearing this ſpeech of her father, was not at 
all affected with the thoughts of what was to 
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nally, he told them, he would revenge himſelf, 
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befal her, conſidering that her loſs by death 
was abundantly made up, by the victory and 
liberty her father had obtained for his citizens; 
whereupon ſhe deſired him to let her alone fot 
two months, that with her companions ſhe 
might bewail her virginity; at the end of 
which he ſhould be at full liberty to perform 
his vow. Fephthah hereupon allowed her the 
time ſhe demanded, but at the expiration there. 
of he took and ſacrificed her. In this action 
he did what was neither conformable to the 
law, nor acceptable to God, becauſe he had 
not ſufficiently conſidered the evil conſequences 
that might follow upon ſuch a raſh vow ; and 
the opinion men might entertain of him, who 
— chance to hear the unnaturalneſs of the 
The Ephraimites at this time proclaimed war 
againſt Fephthah, becauſe he had not carried 
them along with him in his expedition againſt 
the Ammonites, to the end he might reſerve 
the booty and the glory of the action entirely 
to himſelf. Jepht bah having underſtood this, 
in the firſt place told them, that though they 
were. not 1gnorant how his brethren and rela- 
tions were oppreſſed with war, yet in ſuch 
their neceſſity they denied them their aſſiſt- 
ance, when intreated to grant it, at a time 
when they ought to have endeavoured their 
reſcue above all other conſiderations. Be- 
ſides, he upbraided them with their want of 
courage and generoſity, in not daring to en- 
gage with the enemy, but inſtead of that com- 
mitting hoſtilities againſt their brethren. Fi- 


with the Divine Aſſiſtance, upon them, unleſs 
they behaved themſelves in another manner. 
But with all theſe remonſtrances Fepht bah pre- 
vailed not: Wherefore gathering an army out 
of Gilead, he encountred them as they were 
marching againſt him; the engagement was 
ſharp, and many were ſlain in the fight; the 
reſt being routed, and flying towards Fordan, 
he diſpatched a party to ſeize upon the paſlages 
of that river, to intercept them, that none 
might eſcape: So that at this time were killed 
to the number of forty two thouſand men. 

After this Fephthah governed the Iſraelites 
ſix years, and then died, being buried in Sehee, 
a city of Gilead. 

After his deceaſe, Apſan (or Ibſan) of the 
tribe of Fudah, and of the town of Bethlehem, 
obtained the government; this perſon had ſixty 
children, thirty ſons, and as many daughters, 
who ſurvived him : To the ſons he gave waves, 
and to the daughters husbands; and after 2 
government of ſeven years continuance, which 
was attended with nothing either remarkable, 
or worthy remembrance, he died in his old age, 
and was buried in his own country. 

After Apſan's death, Elen, a Zabulonits, 
ſucceeded in the government, and poſſeſſed it 
ten years; in all that time performing nothing 
of any moment. 

After the death of Elon, Abdon, the ſon o, 
Hellel, a Pharothanite, and of the tribe t 
Ephraim, obtained the government. II 
perſon is not famous for any thing, except 
tor his numerous iſſue of good children, 4 


ſecuri ich ſubſiſ 
the great peace and ſecurity which dung 
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Ifraelites in battle, exacted 


ſpoke thus he departed. | 


ing his reign ; for he had forty: ſons, an 
ER 2 185 begot by them: All theſe 
were able horſemen, and it was _ Abdon's 
cuſtom to ride with them, being ſeventy in 


/ 


number. He died in an advanced age, leav- 
ing them his ſurvivors, and was butied in a 
magnificent manner in Pharat hon. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Strength of Sampſon, and the many Evils be brought upon the Paleſtines. 


HEN Abdon was dead, the Paleſtiues, 
(or Philiſtines,) OP overthrown the 
| rom them a tri- 
bute, bringing them into ſubjection for the 
ſpace of torty years; but in the end they 
were deliver'd from their oppreſſion in this 
manner: | | . 1310 2 5 5 
There was a certain man of the family of 
the Danites, nam*d Manoc h, (or Manoah,) who, 
without any exception, was eſteem'd the beſt 
and principal perſon of his tribe. This man, 
Manoah, had a wife of extraordinary beauty, 
who was the faireſt of her ſex ; but having no 
children, her husband was exceedingly grieved 
on that account. It was Manoah's cuſtom, 
very often to take a walk with his wife into 
the ſuburbs: of the city, which was a large 
field, where he made his ſupplications to God, 
that he would grant him a lawful heir to ſuc- 
ceed him. He was exceedingly enamour'd of 
his wife, and not without ſome tincture of 
jealouſy. It happen'd as the woman was alone, 
that the Angel of God, in the likeneſs of a 
beautiful young man, appear'd to her, telling 
her, He brought her glad tidings ; for that by 
the favour of God, fhe ſhould bring forth a ſon, 
who ſhould prove remarkable for his ftrength, 
by whom the Paleſtines ſhould be aflifted ; ad- 
moniſhing her, not to cut his hair, nor let him 
taſte of any firong drink, for ſo God enjoined ; 
but that ſhe ſhould accuſtom him from his child- 
hood to drink only water.“ After the Angel had 
When her husband came back to her, ſhe 
acquainted him with what ſhe had been told by 
the Angel, inſiſting upon the comelineſs and 
tallneſs of the young man ſo much, that on ac- 
count of the commendations ſhe gave him, 
Manoah was ſuddenly ſtruck with jealouſy, 


and entertain'd a ſuſpicion within himſelf of 


ſome unwarrantable converſation having paſſed 
between them. The woman obſerving this, 
was deſirous to baniſh from her husband's breaſt 
the uneaſineſs he had entertain'd ; wherefore 
ſhe fell upon her knees, and humbly prayed 
God, That he would again vouchſafe to ſend 
his Angel, that her husband might alſo behold 
him. Her prayer was granted, and by the 
favour of God, the Angel came, and appear'd 
to the woman by herſelf; hereupon the in- 
treated the Angel to ſtay a little, until ſhe 


+ vent and ferched her husband. Manoah though 


he had ſeen the Angel, was not however freed 
from his ſuſpicion and jealouſy, but asked him, 
To declare all thoſe things which his wife had 
before been made privy to. To this the Angel 
anſwer'd, That it was ſufficient his wife had 
been made acquainied with the things be had 
toid her, Whereupon Manoah delir'd, That 


he eu tell kim who be was, that he and his 
1 N 


wife might make ſome return of kindneſs for the 
news he had brought them when that ſon, 
ſhould be born unto them. But the Angel an- 
ſwer'd, That he flood in need of no manner of 
kindneſs, neither was it through any motive of 
that nature, that he had declar'd the glad ti- 
dings about his ſon ; yet Manoah continuing to 
deſire the Angel to ſtay, and partake of ſome 
acknowledgment, he was at laſt induced ſo to 
do. At this Manoah flew a kid, and com- 
manded his wife to dreſs it. When the colla- 
tion was ready, the Angel order'd the fleſh of 
the kid, and bread, to be laid upon a rock; 
after which, he touched the meat with a rod 
which he had in his hand, when ſuddenly a 
flame of fire riſing out of the rock, conſumed 
the fleſh, together with the bread ; and the 
Angel in both their ſights aſcended to Heaven 
in the ſmoke. Manoah beholding this, was 
ſtruck with fear, leaſt ſome evil ſhould over- 
take them, becauſe of their having looked up- 
on the Divinity. But his wife encouraged him, 
telling him, That if God had been diſpleaſed 
with them, he would neither have accepted their 
ſacrifice, nor imparted to them the knowledge of 
ſuch good tidings, which ſhould be fulfilled in 
their ſeaſon. 

The woman in a ſhort time became pregnant, 
and obſerved all that the Angel had enjoin'd. 
And when ſhe had brought forth a ſon, they 
called his name Sampſon, that word ſignifying 
Strong. The child grew up, in a wonderful 
manner diſcovering all the ſigns of his becom- 
ing what was foretold by the Angel, as well 
from the ſpare diet he uſed, as the length of 
hair which he indulged, 

Sampſon on a time accompanied his pa- 
rents to Thamna (or Timnath,) a city of the 
Paleſtines, where happen'd to be a great feaſt. 
Here he fell 1n love with one of their virgins, 
whereupon he deſir'd his father and mother to 
procure the young woman, to be given in mar- 
riage to him : But they refuſed it, ſaying, She 
was not of their kindred, being a daughter of 
the uncircumciſed. Sampſon however, brought 
it to paſs, that the maiden was betrothed to 
him, God fo ordering it in his Providence to 
the advantage of the Hebrews, and damage of 
the Paleſtines. Hereat his parents were in- 
cenſed. Not long after this, as he was going 
down to Thamna, he met with a lion, which he 
encountred, and, being without arms, ſtrangling 
him with his hands, he threw his carcaſe into 
the open road. 

After this, he went down to celebrate the 
nuptials, and turning aſide to ſee the lion, 
he found in his carcaſs a ſwarm of Bees, from 


whence he took three honey-combs, and pre- 


ſenred them to his mittreſs, with ſome other 
things which he carried with him. Now when 


tt the 


the nuptial ſeaſt wat celebrated; tho\Thams 
nites who were invited to the wedding brought 
thirty of their ſtouteſt youchs to be his com- 
panions, pretending the cuſtom on ſuch occa- 
ſions, but in reality to be ſo many guards upon 


him, leſt relying upon his ſtrength, and when 
the cup ſhould phe briskly round, and he begin 


to be merry, he ſhould commit any violence. 
Samgſon ſeeing the young men, ſaid unto them, 
if you can certainly declare within the ſeven 
days of the feaſt, the meaning of the riddle 
which 1.thall propoſe to you, each of you, as 
a reward of your wiſdom, ſhall receive from 
me a ſheet and a garment. Having thus ſpoken, 
they bid him put forth his riddle; whereupon 
Sampſon ſaid, Out of the Eater came forth meat, 
and out of the Strong came forth Sweetneſs. But 
the young men could not unfold it in three 
days; wherefore, they deſit'd the woman to 
learn of her husband the ſolution of his riddle ; 
and acquaint them with ir, threatning if ſhe 
ſhould refuſe to do it, to burn her to death. Ter- 
rified with theſe words, the woman beſought 
Sampſon to diſcover the thing to her; which at 
firſt he refuſed ; but being more and more im- 
portuned by her, ſhedding abundance of tears, 
the toid him, That his refuſal ro unfold the 
riddle to her, was a certain mark of his not 
loving her. Hereupon, Sampſon told her how 
he had ſlain a lion, in whoſe carcaſe finding a 
ſwarm of bees, he had brought to her as a pre- 
ſent three of their combs. Having thus faid, 
and apprehending no deceit in her requeſt, hav- 
ing made the whole affair known to her, ſhe 
thereupon revealed' the ſecret to the young 


men. When the ſeventh day of the feaſt was 


come, the time limited for their unfolding of 
Samp/on's riddle, a little before the ſun went 
down, they told him, that nothing was more 
terrible to meet than a lion, nor any thing more 
ſweet to the taſte than honey. To which Samp- 
ſon replied, nor is any thing more deceitful than 
woman, who has made known my riddle unto 
you. After he had ſpoke thus, he gave to the 
men thoſe things he had promiſed : For one 
time, as he was on the road to Askelon, which 
is a City of the Paleſtines, he had acciden- 
rally met ſome of the citizens, whom he en- 
countred, and having ſlain them, carried of 
their ſpoils, wherewith he accompliſhed his 
promiſe. His wife, ſeeing this warm reſentment 
of her husband, and that ſhe was neglected by 
him, was afterwards married to his companion, 
who had been his aſſiſtant in bringing about his 
marriage. | 

Sampſon was very much incenſed at this ma- 
nifeſt injury done to him, and reſolv'd within 
himſelf to be reveng'd, both upon the woman, 
and upon her people. Wherefore, when the 
time of harveſt drew near, he caught three 
hundred foxes, to whoſe tails he faſtened fire- 
brands, letting them in that condition looſe 
among the fields of the Paleſtines, by which 
means their crops of ſtanding corn were deſtroy- 
ed. But when the Paleſtines underſtood that 
Sampſon was the author of this miſchief, and 
knew the motive that had induced him thereto, 
they came to Thamna, and burnt the woman, 
with all her kindred, as being the occaſion of 
the outrage done by Sampſon. 


Sanpfon being entaged at this, made a grent 
flaughrer of the Paleſtines, and art 


went and dwelt at LEtam ; which is a rock in 


the tribe of Julab, and well fortified by na- 
ture. The Paleſtines getting intimation of this, 


march'd with their army againſt the whole 


tribe of Fudah. The men of this tribe having 
declar'd themſelves innocent, and that the 

ought not to ſuffer for whar was not their 
fault; Sampſon only being to blame: Anſwer 
was made by the Paleſtines, that if they had 
a mind to clear thernſelves of the injuries done 
them, they muſt deliver up to them Sampſon. 
Wherefore, the men of Fudab, fearful of giv- 
ing cauſe of offence to the Paleſtines, ent to 
the rock with three thouſand armedien ; and 


complain'd of the injuries he had daringly pte- 


ſumed tocommit againſt the Paleſtines, in whoſe 
power it was to deftroy the whole nation of rhe 
Hebrews ; that therefore they were come to ap- 
prehend him, in order to deliver him up, 
and deſire him to ſubmit himſelf willingly to it. 
Sampſon, after having taken an oath of them, 
that they would nor tall upon him themſelves, 
but only give him up to the Faleſtines, came 
down from the rock, and yielded himfelf into 
the hands of the tribe. Whereupon they bound 
him faſt with two cords, and led him towards 


the camp of the Faleſtines. When they came 


to 4 certain place, which at this day is called 


the Faw-bone, from the famous action perform- 


ed there by Sampſon, the Paleſtines, who lay 
incamped at a ſmall diſtance from thence, 
marched towards him rejoicing and ſhouring, 
as if all their deſires againſt him had been ac- 
compliſhed. Whereupon, he broke the ropes 
wherewith he was bound, and ſnatching up a 
jaw bone of an aſs, which happen'd to lie be- 
fore him, he ruſhed among his enemies, and 


ſmiting them with it, ſlew a thouſand men, 


putting the reſt, who were ſtruck with fear, to 
flight, „ 
This extraordinary atchievement made Sam- 
ſon glory too much in himſelf; accounting, 
that the conqueſt he had made, was not to 
be aſcribed to the aſſiſtance of God, but what 
he had perform'd was only owing to his own 
ſtrength : And that though a great number of 
the enemy was laid proſtrate upon the ground, 
et a greater number, through a fear of his arm, 
had fled. After this he was affected with 4 
violent thirſt, and believed it would put a pe- 
riod to his life, and was oblig'd at laſt to own 
that all things were to be aſcribed to God. 
Wherefore, in a ſuppliant manner he beſought 
God, that laying aſide his anger for what he 
had gloried in, he would preſerve him from his 
enemies, and afford him his affiſtance in his 
preſent difficulties. To this prayer of Sampſon 
God lent an ear, and ſuddenly commanded 4 
pleaſant and plentiful ſtream of water to guſh 
out of a certain cavity, in the place where he 
had found the jaw; whereupon Sampſon named 
it the Fountain of him that called in the Place 
of the Jaw-bone, which is ſo termed even unto 
this day. 8 
Sampſon, not now afraid of the Paleſli nis, 
after the late deſtruction he had made of them, 
went to Gaza, and enter'd into an houſe 0 


entertainment. But as ſoon as the rang a 
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Book V. off the Anti 
men of Gaza, got intelligence that he was 
ane hicher, rhep laid men in ve for him 
before the gates, with defign to hinder his 

etting away ſecretly. Sampſon, who was not 
zenorant of the ſnares prepar d for him, aroſe 
at midnight, and ruſhing with a violent force 
againſt the doors of the gates, he took them 
off the hinges, and placing them, together with 
the poſts, locks, and bolts thereof upon his 
ſhoulders, he carried them to the top of the 
mountain, that ſtands before Chebron. 

But after this, he began to depart from the 
firſt inſtitution of his life, modelling his actions 
after the example of the heathen nations. This 
change of behaviour became the ſource of all 
his misfortunes : For at this time he chanced to 
ſee and fall in love with a certain Paleſtine har- 
lot, named Dalila (or Delilah,) and went in 
unto her. This coming to the knowledge of 
the magiſtrates of the Paleſti nes, they went to 
her, and making large promiſes to her, perſuad- 
ed her to learn of Samp/on the cauſe of his great 
ſtrength, and what it was that made him in- 
vincible by his enemies. Wherefore Dalila, 
that ſhe might accompliſh what they deſir d, 
in their hours of mirth, admiring and praiſing 
1 the great atchievements of Sampſon, artfully 
endeavour'd by that means to find out the 
= cauſc of his ſtrength. Sampſen perceiving this, 
_ (for as yet his underſtanding was ſound) ſtrove 
= toclude Dalila's artifices, by ſaying, That it 
he was bound with ſeven vine branches, which 
were never dried, he ſhould become noleſs weak 
than other men. Dalila hereupon appeared to 
be ſatisfied, and having communicated the af- 
fair to the magiſtrates, ſhe planted in ſecret 
certain men within her houſe: But when 
ſhe found Sampſon overwhelmed with wine and 
ſleep, ſhe bound him, in the ſtrongeſt manner 
the was able, wirh ſuch branches; and afterwards 
awaking him, ſhe told him ſome of his enemies 
_ were ready to lay hold of him. At this, Samp- 
5on broke the branches with which he had been 
bound, and prepar'd to defend himſelf, as if 
he had been to be atrack*d. Dalila, with whom 
Sampſon {till continued his commerce, told 
him, That ſhe took it very unkindly at his hands, 
who, diſtruſting her love and kindneſs to him, 
would not truly acquaint her with what her 
foul greatly wanted to know. Samp/on here- 
upon again diſſembling with her, ſaid, If the 
= bound him with ſeven new ropes, his ſtrength 
= would then depart from him. This likewiſe 
=_— D://2 tried, but found it was to no purpoſe. 
_ Wp/, then the third time told her, that 
Ss hc muſt weave the ſeven locks of his hair in the 
= web. This alſo ſhe put to trial, but found no 
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0 A TER the death of Sampſon, Eli the 


(4 fore fam ine oppreſſing the land, one Elimelech, 
a2 man ot Befhlem- udah, not being any long- 
er able to ſuſtain the calamity, remov'd into 
<< land of Aab, taking with him his wife 
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CHAP, H. 


55 In what manner Boaz took Ruth 10 Wife, when Eli governed Iſrael, of whom came 
5 Obed the Grandfather of David. 


high prieſt govern'd Iſrael. In his time 


*. 
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truth in it. Sampſom ar laſt, upon her earneſt 
intreaty, and willing to retain the favour: of his 
miſtreſs; (for it was ordain'd, as the deſerv'd 
puniſhment of his fin, that he ſhould fall into a 
calamitous ftare,) thus acquainted her wich 
all that was in his heart. God preſerves me, 
by his care over me; and it is by his direction 
that 1 ſuffer my hair to grow, he having en- 
ye me not to ſhave it; which fo long as 

ſhall obſerve, my great ſtrength ſhall remain 
with me. When Dalila underſtood this, ſhe 
ſhaved his hair at a time when he little thought 
of it, and immediately betrayed him into the 
hands of his enemies, being unable to make any 
reſiſtance againſt them. After they had pur 
out his eyes, they deliver'd him up to others, 
with defign to bind him and lead him away. 

But in proceſs of time his hair began to grow. 
About this time the Paleſtines celebrated a ſo- 
lemn feſtival, whereat were preſent their lords 
and men of better note, who made merry, be- 
ing aſſembled together in one place, which was 
a large houſe, whoſe roof was ſupported by 
two pillars. Sampſon hereupon was ſent for 
to be brought to the feaſt, with deſign to be 
made ſport with: Who, coming among them, 
was grieved to the heart, accounting it the 
greateſt misfortune he had ever met with, thus 
to be ſcoffed and jeered at, and not to have 
the power to be revenged upon them; where- 
fore he begged the lad who led him by the 
hand to place him againſt the pillars, telling 


him, that being exceedingly tired, he wanted 


to reſt himſelf a little time: No ſooner had 
he fixed himſelf between them, than forcing 
himſelf with a great might againſt them, he 
broke down the pillars: Whereat the houſe 
falling, three thouſand perſons were buried 
alive in the ruins, Sampſon himſelf, at the ſame 
time, periſhing among the reſt. This was the 
fate of Sampſon after he had governed I/raet 
twenty years. He was a perſon that deſerves 
our admiration, not only upon account of his 
great ſtrength and valour, but of his great mag- 
nanimity which appear'd at his death, having 
purſued to the laſt moment of his life his re- 
venge upon the enemies of his country. As to 
his being over-reached and enſnared by a wo- 
man, it is to be aſcribed to the weakneſs of the 
nature of man, which is very prone to be bi- 
aſſed by ſuch inclinations. But ſetting this 
aſide he is in other reſpects to be accounted a 
very great and worthy man. After this his 
kinsfolk came and took him away, and buried 
him with his anceſtors in Sara/a, (or Zorah) 
in his native country, 


4 


Naami, (or Naomi, ) and his ſons Chellion, (or 
Chilion,) and Mallon (or Mahlon.) Elimelech's 
affairs ſucceeding pretty well in Moab, he join'd 
in matrimony to his ſons two women of the 
country, namely Ophra to Chellion, and Ruth 
to Mallon. After the expiration of ten years, 

Elimelech 


* 
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Elimelec h and his ſons died, Naomi, being ve- 
ry much afflicted for what had befallen her, 
having ſuſtain'd the great loſs of thoſe ſhe 
held dcareſt to her, =” being deprived of the 
enjoyments of the converſation of thoſe who 
rendred the abſence of her native country eaſy 
to her, ſhe reſolv'd to return thither ; having 
heard that the ſtate of all things were alter'd 


for the better there. Her daughters-in-law 
could not bear the thoughts of being ſeparated 


from their mother. Nor could Naomi with all 


the intreaties ſhe could uſe diſſuade them from 
accompanying her ; but on the contrary they 
ſill perſiſted in their reſolution of going along 


with her. Wherefore Naomi told them they 


might expect, and ſhe wiſhed them, a more hap- 
py marriage, from which, in thew own coun- 
try, they might have a race of good children ; 


and obtain the poſſeſſion of many other ad- 


vantages, which they might in vain hope to re- 
ceive in a ſtrange country : That therefore 1t 
was better for them to remain where they were, 
and not to undertake with her a journey, full 
of uncertainty, and which might be followed 
by worſe conſequences. With this remon- 


ſtrance Orpha reſted ſatisfied, and ſtayed be- 


hind : But Ruth was not to be perſuaded. 
Wherefore Naomi took her with her, who 
became now the partner of her fortunes. 

Rath coming into Beth-l:hem with her mo- 


ther-in-law Naomi, the citizens having taken 


notice of her, ſaid, Is this Naomi? But the an- 


ſwering ſaid, Call me not Naomi, (which word 


in the Hebrew denotes Happineſs,) but rather 
give me the Appellation of Mara, (that is Bit- 
terneſs). This being the time of barley-har- 


veſt, Ruth asked her mother-in-law, and ob- 


tain'd her permiſſion, to glean, with deſign to 
rovide ſuſtenance for her mother and herſelf. 
Vherefore going out into the. fields, ſhe 
chanced to light on one belonging to Boaz, 
a man of wealth, and kinſman of Elimelech, 
Naomi's deceaſed husband. He coming him- 
ſelt a ſhort time after, enquir'd of his ſer- 
vant, who was ſet over the reapers, who ſhe 
was. The man, having before hand learn'd, of 


Ruth herſelf, her buſineſs and condition, ac- 


quainted his maſter therewith. Boaz, when he 


had heard an end of the ſervant's ſpeech, be- 


gan to entertain favourable ſentiments of her, 
both on account of her kindneſs to her mother- 
in-law, and the memory ſhe preſerved of her 
ſon, to whom ſhe had been given in marriage ; 


deſiring her to believe, that ſhe was welcome 


to his field, and therefore he would not have 
her employ her time in gleaning any were elſe, 
but left her at her liberty to gather as much 
as the was able, and take it to herſelf. Boaz, 
further commanded the overſeer of his reap- 
ers, not to prohibit her from taking any thing 
ſhe deſir'd, but to allow her both victuals and 


drink, in common with the other reapers: Which 


Ruth receiving, after ſhe was ſufficed, reſerv- 
ed the remainder for her mother-in-law, and 
in the evening carried 1t together with her corn 


to her, acquainting her at the ſame time with 


what Boaz had ſaid to her. Upon this Naomi 


told Ruth that Boaz was a near kinſman, who 


very likely, being a perſon of piery and good- 
neſs, would demonſtrate his kindneſs to her 
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for the future: Whereupon, in the ſucceeding 
days ſhe went forth with the maidens of Ba, 


to glean the ears of corn. 
A few days after the harveſt was got in, 


Boaz went to winnow his corn, and afterwards 


lay down and flept upon his threſhing floor. 
Naomi, underſtanding this, bethought herſelf 
how ſhe ſhould bring it about, that Rath might 
lie down by him, and ſleep at his feet, ſup- 
poſing that if Boaz ſhould happen to diſcourſe 
with her, it might prove to her advantage, 
Upon this ſhe ſent Ruth thither, with deſign to 
lie down and fleep at his feet. Ruth thinking 
it inconſiſtent with her duty, to counteract the 
commands of her mother-1n-law, in any thing, 
went directly to the threſhing floor, and did as 
ſhe was deſir'd. For ſome time ſhe was not per- 
ceived by Boaz being faſt aſleep. But about 
the middle of the night, Boaz awaking, and 
perceiving a woman lying by him, he ask'd who 
ſhe was : At which Rath diſcover'd to him her 
name, and asked leave to lie by him as one 
of his handmaids. Hereupon he was quiet. But 
early in 855 morning, before the ſervants were 
rifen to their labours, he bid her get up, and 
after having taken as much barley as ſhe could 
well bear with her, go to her mother-in-law, 
before it could come to the knowledge of any 
one that ſhe had lain there ; for that it was 


prudence to bew: re of the calumny and ſcan- 


dal that might arite from ſuch a matter, though 
the affair had been innocent, and nothing had 
been acted therein that was evil or diſhoneſt, 
In ſhort, ſaid Boaz, This is my reſolution 
about this matter: I will firſt of all ask the 
man who is nearer a kin to thee than J, if he is 
willing to take thee to wife: If he conſenrs to 
do it, then thou muſt go with him. Bur if he 
ſhall reject the propoſal, then I myſelf will 
make thee my lawiul wife. Ss” ; 
When Ruth had acquainted her mother-in- 
law with all theſe things, they both began to 
take heart, not doubting now, but that Boaz 


would extend his care over them. And indeed 


Boaz, about the middle of the day went into 
the city, and aſſembled the elders ; when ſend- 
ing for Ruth and the kinſman, he {aid unto this 
lait, Art not thou in poſſeſſion of the inhert- 
tance which pertain'd to Elimelech and his ſons? 
To which he anſwer'd, Yes, I am. Adding, 
that what he did was according to the direc- 
tion bf the laws. Boaz replied, That it was in- 
cumbent upon him to obſerve the laws, not by 
halves, but in every thing thereby enjoyned. 
A woman, faid he, The relict of Mahlon is 
come hither, whom, according to the laws thou 


oughteſt to marry, if thou deſigneſt to retain 


that which was his. Burt the man reſign'd the 
eſtate together with the woman to Boaz, as 
being a near relation of the deceaſed, he hav- 
ivg a wile and children of his own. Boaz 
hereupon having made the elders bear witnels 
of what had paſſed, commanded Ruth to go to 
the man, and unlooſe his ſhoe, and then ſpit in 
his face. When this was done, Boaz: took 
Ruth to wife, and after the expiration of one 
year a fon was born to him, whom Nao! 
nurſed, being by her called by the name of 
Obed, thereby ſignifying her expe&ation of hi 
becoming a nouriſher of her old age, 1 
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vord Obed in the Hebrew language imply 

: —_ Of Obed was begorten 7 2 and 
of him David, who was afterwards king : In 
his line the 1 deſcending to the one 
and twentieth 

ed neceſſary to 1 
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eneration. Thus much 1 judg- 
15 k of Rath, thereby to ſhow | 


CHAP. X. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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the power of God, who can eaſily raiſe thoſe 
of low and mean condition to the greateſt dig- 
nity and honour; whereof David is a plain 
inſtance, being ſprung from a mean original, 
but afterwards advanced to a kingdom. 


Of the Birth of the Prophet Samuel; and how be foretold the Calamity which fell 
MF y Birth of 51 p pen be Fons El. F 


HE affairs of the Hebrews now falling 
into à worſe condition than ever, another 

War was commenced by the Palefines againſt 
them, of which the divine diſpleaſure was the 
cauſe, as will be underſtood by the ſequel. E 


the high prieſt had two ſons, Hophnis (or Oph- 


ni) and Phinees (or Phinthas) who were not 
only infamous for the injaries done to men, but 
for their diſhonouring God, reſtraining them- 
ſelves from no manner of impiety and wicked- 
"neſs. Sometimes they fotcibly ſeized on pre- 
ſents; as due to their worth and metit ; other 
times they took away the property of others 
clandeſtinely and fraudulently. When the wo- 
men, through a motive of religion tame to per- 
form {acrifice, they gave them gifts with deſign 
to violate their honour; others they taviſhed, 
debauching them by violence, and in this tyran- 
nical manner they demeaned themſelves in their 
courſe of life. Eli ſeeing theſe outra & of his 


ſons, was very wroth with them, expecting that 


God would revenge himſelf upon them for their 
atrocious ' witkedneſs ; moreover rhe people 
were likewiſe greatly incenſed thereat. But 
after God had toretold to E/ by the 1 85 
Samuel (who then was but a boy) the deſtruc- 
tion that would happen to them, Eli in a pub- 
lick manner mourned for his ſons. 
Here I ſhall in the firſt-place relate ſome 
things concerning the propher Samues, and af- 
rerwards ſpeak of thoſe Which reſpeEt the ſons 
of Eli. e eee 
There was a certain Fphraimite named El- 
canes (or Elkanah) a man of moderat forrune, 
and a Levite ; he dwelr at Ramatha' (ot Rama- 
thaim= Zbphim) and had two wives; Au 
Hannah) and Phenatna (or Pennint#h Sy ( 
the laſt he had children born, but of the fitſt 
none, notwithſtanding which he Aid hot ceafe 
to love her exceedingly. It fell out on the time 
that Elkanah was at diloe in Eompanly wirh' his 
wives (for there the tabernatle of God was 
placed, as we have before intimated) that ac- 
cording to cuſtom he diſtributed to his wives 
and children by turns, at the feaſt there, por- 
tions of the victuals. Auna beholding this, 
and ſeeing the children of his other wife fitting 
about her, could not reſtrain. her grief, but 
ſtraitway fell into tears, and bewailed her bat̃- 
renneſs and want of iſſue. Elkanes endeavoured 
to comfort her ; but ſhe was overwhelmed with 
ſo much ſorrow, as not to admit of any con- 
ſolation. Wherefore ſhe went up to the taber- 
nacle, and humbly made her prayer to God, 
that he would beſtow iſſue upon her, and make 
her a mother, pr iſing that ſhe would dedi- 
cate her firſt Yon to his holy ſervice, and that 


his ſuſtenance ſhould not be like that of other 
II 


67 


men. When Hannah had for a long ſpace of 
time continued to offer up her prayers, Eli the 


high prieſt, thinking her to be drunk, com- 


manded her to depart. Bur Hannah acquaint- 
ing him that her drink was chiefly water, and 
that her ſoul being ſorrowful on account of her 
barrenneſs, ſhe beſought God by prayer to give 
her children : He then bid her be of good 
cheer, telling her, that God had heard het 
prayers, and would beſtow a ſon upon her. 
Hannah after this was no more ſorrowful, but 
returned to her husband, and chearfully eat with 
him. Now, when they were come into their 
country Ramah; ſhe conceived, and became 


” 


pregnant; and after her time was expired, ſhe 
Dore a ſon, whom ſhe called Samuel (that is as 
much as to ſay) Asked of God. After this 
they went up to the tabernacle and performed 
a ſacrifice of thankſgiving for the birth of their 
ſon, bringing at the ſame time the tenths ac- 
cording to cuſtom. Hannah bearing in re- 
membrance her vow which ſhe had made for 
the child, delivered him unto Eli, thereby 
conſecrating him to be a prophet of God; ſhe 
having let his hair grow long, and given him 
nothing but water to dtink. Samuel now dwelt 
about the tabernacle, and was there brought 
up: Beſides him E/kanes had other ſons and 
three daughters born to him of Hannah. 
Samuel, atrer he had attained his thirteenth 
year, began to be employed by God as his pro- 
phet. For as he was ſleeping, God calle to 
im by his name: But Samue! ſuppoſing that 
the high prieſt had called him, went to him. 
Eli told him, that he did not call him. God 
after this calling him a ſecond time, and a third; 
he went to Eli, and received ſtill the ſame an- 
ſwer. But Eli now perceiving that it was God 
who called him, ſaid, Go, and lie down, and 


if thou art again called, ſay, Here I am, Lord, 


* 


"ready to receive thy commands. Wherefore, alter 
Samuel had been called a fourth time, he anſwer- 
ed, Here I am, Lord, ready to do whatſoever thou 
ſbalt command. Whereupon God ſaid, Becauſe 
thou art ready, know thou therefore, that calami- 
ties hang over Iſrael, greater than have hitherto 
been known. For verily the ſons of Eli ſpall all is 
one day be cut off, and the prieſthood ſhall be taken 


from him, and given to the family of Eleazar; 


foraſmuch as he has preferred his children to my 
Honour and worſhip. Aſſoon as E/i had extorted 
from Samuel what God had told him (for he was 
unwilling to acquaint him with ſuch evil tidings) 
he from that moment nothing doubted of the 
certain deſtruction to come upon his ſons. In 
the mean time the fame of Samuel increaſed more 
and more, becauſe all his prophecies were veri- 
tied, and what he ſpoke failed not to come to paſs. 
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1 


In this Chapter ave declared rhe Things that befel the Sins of Eli, the Ark, and 
the People; and bow Ell ſuffered a lamentable Death, 20 


BO U this time the Paleſtines having of the captivity of the Ark made at Silo, (for a 
proclaimed War, as was before hinted; certain youth, a Benjamite, who had been pre- 

againſt the aelites, incamped at Aphec. The ſent at the battle, was ſent as a meſſenger to 
I/raclites expected them, and therefore on the declare the melancholy news,) than the whole 
following day they began the engagement, where- city was full of forrow; Eli the high prieſt, 
in the Paleſuines became the conquerors, put- who now fat upon an high throne at one of 
ting to the {word four thouſand of the Hebrews, the gates, hearing of the general lamentations 
and purſuing the reſt even to their camp. of the people, and ſuſpecting from thence, as 

The Hebrews having received this overthrow, the thing was but too true, that evil had be. 
which gave them much trouble and vexation, fallen the army, ordered the young man to be 
ſent to the elders and the high prieſt, deſiring called; of whom learning the event of the 
that they would order the Ark of God to be battle, he ſeemed to receive the tidings of the 
brought into the camp, that being amongſt them, death of his ſons, and the havock that had 
they might put themſelves in battle array, and been made in the army of the 1/rae/ites, with- 
overcome their enemies; not conſidering in out any extraordinary emotions of grief, having 
themſelves, that he who had decreed rheir beforehand keard from God what was to hap- 
overthrow, was greater than the Ark, and that pen. But when he came to underſtand that 
on his account only the Ark was to be regarded. the Ark was fallen into the hands of the ene. 


The Ark accordingly was brought, and with my (as misfortunes, which come unforeſeen, 
ir came the two ſons of Ei, having received a ſtrike the ſoul with the keeneſt grief,) by the | 


command from their father, not to preſume to unexpected and diſmal diſaſter he was quite 
come in his ſight again, if, after the Ark was overwhelmed ; ſo that tumbling headlong from 
taken, they ſhould deſire to live. Phinces at his throne, he gave up the Ghoſt, after he had 
this time exerciſed the office of high prieſt ; lived ninety eight years, and had for forty of 
his father allowing it by reaſon of his great them adminiſtred the government. 
age. When the Ark was brought into the Upon the ſame day died alſo the wife of his 
camp, the Hebrews gave a ſhout, being poſſeſ= ſon Phinees, who, after hearing of the misfor- 
ſed with certain hopes of victory over their tune of her husband, was not able to live. The 
enemies: On the other hand, the Paleſtines death of her husband was told her when ſhe 
were ſtruck with fear and conſternation, dread- was big with child, and near her time, where- 
ing the preſence of the Ark, xh ch they appre- fore ſhe brought forth a ſon at the end of ſeven 
hended would defend the 1/rae/ites. Things months, and called him I-chabod (or 22 
however did not fall out according either to that word ſignifying Inf amy, from the infa- 
the hopes of the Hebrews, or fears of their mous overthrow at that time given the 1/rae- 
enemies. For when the engagement was begun, litiſb army. 20 
the victory, which the Hebrews certainly ex- Eli was the firſt who of the houſe of 1tha- 
pected, ſtood on the ſide of the Paleſtines, mar, the younger ſon of Aaron, obtained the 
and the deſtruction ſo much feared by the prieſthood ; for before it was continued in the 
Paleftines, fell upon the Hebrews, and made deſcendants of Eleazar, the dignity being con- 
them ſenſible they had in vain placed their ferred by him upon his ſon Phinees, who left it 
confidence in the Ark. For no ſooner was the to his ſon Abiezer, and he at his deceaſe to his 
battle begun, than the [/rae/ites were forced ſon Bocci, who was followed in the priefthood 
to fly, loſing in the conflict thirty thouſand by Ozis his ſon; after whom Eli abovemen- 
men, among whom fell the ſons of the high tioned poſſeſſed it, leaving his ſterity in the 
prieſt ; by means whereof the Ark came into ſacred function until the days of Solomon, when 
the hands of the Pale/tines. the ſucceſſors of Eleazar recovered it. 
No ſooner was the report of this defeat, and m—_ 
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| Containing the Space of Two and Thirty Years. 


PFI ER the Paleſtines had taken 
dhe ark of the Hebrews, as we 
have a little before mentioned, 


and placed it, as eſteeming it the 
beſt of their ſpoils obtained in the 
war, near their god, in the temple of Dagon, 
(which was the name of their 1dol,) near unto 
him. Early the next morning the Paleſtines 
went to their temple to worſhip their god; 
but entering the m_ _ found him pro- 
ſtrate before the ark, in a poſture of adoration; 
for he lay upon the ground, having tumbled 
from the pedeſtal upon which he always ſtood, 
with his face looking upon the ark. Upon this 
they took the image up and fixed it again in 1ts 
place, being very much ſurprized at what had 
happened. But after they had ſeveral times 
viſited the temple of Dagon, and ſtill found him 
in the ſame manner fallen down, and inthe poſ- 
ture of a ſuppliant worſhipping the Ark, they 
began to be exceedingly afraid, and troubled 
in their minds. Not long after this God vi- 
ſited the inhabitants of Azot, and the countr 

about it, with a terrible deſolating peſtilence. 
The people ſuffered a death of unſpeakable 
torment, being proceeded by exquifite pains and 
unexperienced tortures within their bodies, 
whereby they yielded up their laſt breath, in 


me moſt bitter agonies imaginable : For, their 


bowels before they died rorted, and their diſ- 
temper was ſuch as cauſed them to vomit up 
the victuals they had eaten, undigeſted and 
corrupted in a wonderful manner. Beſides 
which, mice, for their prodigious ſwarms not 
to be numbered, did, as it were, ſpring out of 
the earth, and ſpoiled every thing that grew 
within their country, neither the trees nor the 
fruits eſcaping the common calamity. The ci- 
tizens of Azot being oppreſſed with theſe evils, 
and finding ir impoſſible to bear them any long- 
er, concluded that their detaining in captivity 


the Ark of God, after their victory over the 


they carried it into the city Azot, 


—_— 


CHAP, I. 
Of the Deſtruclion which fell upon the paleſtines and their Country, God being wroth 
with them for taking the Art; and how they ſent it back to the Hebrews. 


Hebrews, was the ſole cauſe of their ſuffering 
ſuch heavy afflictions, and that inſtead of reap- 
ing any advantages thereby, it had brought 
upon them their preſent miſety. Wherelore | 
they ſent to the Aſcalonites, begging. them 
to receive the Ark among them. Ihis intrea- 
ty was not unacceptable to them; whereup- 
on they willingly granted their requeſt. But 
no ſooner had they received the Ark into their 
city, than the very fame plagues befel them 
as did before the Paleſtines of Axot. For the 
calamities that had afflicted the inhabitants of 
Azot, conveyed themſelves with the Ark to 
thoſe who took it from them. Hereupon, the 
Aſcalonites diſmifled it, and ſent it to others, 
but they would not let it remain with them; 
for being viſited with the like deſtruct ion, they 
diſpatched it te their neighbouring cities; and 
in this manner was the Ark removed by turns 
to all the five cities of the Paleſtines, which 
no ſooner came amongſt them, than they were 
plagued with the ſame deſolating judgments; 
Thoſe who were viſited with theſe calami- 
ties, being almoſt utterly deſtroyed by them, 
and thoſe who had heard of the diſmal account 
thereof, being warned by their ſad example, 
not to purchaſe the preſence of the Ark among 
them ar ſo fatal a price as the others had done, 
bethought themſelves at laſt, in what manner, 
and by what means they might ger rid of the 
Ark, whoſe preſence was the ſource of all their 
miſeries. In conſequence of this, the princes 
of the five cities, namely Gita, Accaron, A 
calon, Gaza, and Azot, met together, wich 
deſign to conſult about that which was neceſ- 
ſary to be done; and firſt of all they thought 
it expedient to ſend back the Ark, becauſe the 
vengeance which the God of it executed upon 
them was too viſible and plain, not to make 
them underſtand that the calamities they ſuſ- 
tained, were brought upon them tor their ta- 
king and detaining it; which no ſooner was re- 
ceived within the walls of their cities, than 


they 
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they underwent the ſame evils. Contrary to 
this advice, there were ſome among them, who 
ſaid, that ſuch an opinion was by no means to 
be approved; and that they were much de- 
ceived; who imagined the Ark to be the cauſe 
of their misfortunes; no ſuch power being to 


be aſcribed to it. For if the God of the He- 


brews had ſhewn any regard to it, it had not 
fallen into the hands of men of another reli- 
gion. In ſhort, they adviſed themtg be quiet, 
and patiently to bear whatever would happen; 
perſwading them that there was no other cauſe 
to be aſſigned of their calamities, than the very 
nature of things itſelf, which at certain periods 
of time, cauſes not only human bodies, but the 
earth and plants, and all things elſe produCtive 
of ſeed, ro undergo the like cataſtrophes and 
revolutions. However, the opinion of thoſe 
perfons carried the greateſt ſway who ſpoke 
firſt, being 1 5 men of ſound judgment and 
ſenſe, and their ſentiments were approved, as the 
moſt proper to be followed in the preſent buſi- 
neſs, judging the keeping or ſending back the 


Ark, a matter of the higheſt concern. They were 
further of opinion, that five golden images of 


emerods to anſwer the five cities of the Pa- 
leſtines, ſnould be made and conſecrated to God 
as an offering of thankſgiving to him, who had 
reſerved them in ſafety, and prolonged their 
life, in driving away from them their cala- 
mities, evils which they themſelves had not 

wer to reſiſt. And moreover, that they 
thould offer up the ſame number of golden 
mice, which ſhould reſemble thoſe that had 
ſpoiled and laid waſte their country. All 
theſe to be put into a 1 and placed up- 
on the Ark. That they ſhould then make a 


new chariot for it, and thereto faſten two milch 


kine newly calved, whoſe calves they ſhould 


leave at home, that their dams might not be hin- 


dred in their march, through their deſire of go- 
ing back to their young, unleſs impelled by ſome 
greater power. After which they ſhould lead 
them to a place where three ways met, and 
there leave them to go which way they would. 
That if they went towards the Hebrews by 
marching into their country, it ſhould be an 
undoubted fign by which they might certainly 
know that the Ark was the cauſe of the cala- 
mities that had befallen them. But if the cows 
ſhould take another path, they ſhould drive back 
the Ark again,concluding for certain from thence, 
that no power or force was lodged therein. 

This advice was thought very good and pru- 
dent, and immediately was put in execution. 
When thoſe things which we have above re- 
lated, were performed, they led the chariot 


to a place where three ways met, and there 


ed them, while the princes df the Paleſin 
followed at ſome Uiſtanee, Wich. 4 den of 
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left it. The kine, _—_ the way which led to 


the land of 1/747, marched directly along, in 


the ſame manner as if ſome perſon had conduct. 


knowing where they would ſtop, or to whom 
they would go. Now there is a village in the 


tribe of Judah, named Bethſama (or Beth. 


hemeſh ; ) unto, the borders of this place the 
KinE came, having before them a lite 5 
pleaſant plain; bitt here ſtaying the carr, rtiey 
would not proceed any farther. The ſight of 


this accident was very acceptable to all the 


villagers, who were very much rejoiced at it; 
for now their harveſt time being come, all of 
them were Employed in the fields in gathering 
in their Som: Bur when they beheld the Ark, 


being filled with a ſudden joy, they deſiſted 


from their labours and ran to the earr; whence 
taking the casket, in which were depoſited the 


golden images and mice, they put it upon a 
certain ſtone which was in the field; after which 


ſacrificing to God they feaſted, and made 


. a9 int ire burnt offering to the Almighty of the 


chariot and kine. The Paleſtines feting this 
returned back. 

But the anger and indignation of God pur- 
ſued the people of Beth/ama, beeauſe, being 
not of the ſacerdotal order, they had irre- 
verently preſumed to rouch the Ark. Seventy 
men of the village were killed with a thunder- 
bolt, becauſe they had with profane hands ad- 
ventured to touch it, The inhabitants of the 
place ſeeing this diſmal accident, expreſſed 
their great ſorrow, and poured out. ſuch dole- 
ful complaints, as was cuſtomary; when the 
a was pleaſed to ſend upon them 
any ſudden calamities. Every one mourned 
exceedingly over his dead friends. Upon this, 
acknowledging themſelves a people unworthy, 
among whom the Ark ſhould ſtay, they ſent 
meſſengers to the general aſſembly. of the 
Hebrews, to notify to them how the Paleftines 
had ſent back the Ark. The affembly, after 
they had been made acquainted with the mat- 
ter, ordered the Ark to be carried unto Ca- 
riathiarima (or Kirjathjearim,) a neighbouring 
City to Bethſama ; here there lived one Ami- 
nidab a Levite, a perſon held in great eſteem for 
his juſtice, and his religion towards God. Into 
this houſe the Ark was carried; a place in which 
ſo righteous a man dwelt, being judged the 
fitteſt, and moſt approved on by God. The 
ſons of Aminidab were employed about the 
ſervice of the Ark, and continued in that 
charge for the ſpace of twenty years, for ſo 
long it abode in Cariathiarima, after it 
remained amongſt the Paleſtines four months. 
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5% Erbellitt | f the Paleſtines againft the Hebrews; and the Viclory obtained by. 
Of the * 2 > under the 2 of the Prophet Samuel, 


HILE the Ark remain'd in Caria- 
thiarima, the whole multitude of the 


vows and ſacrifices, and gave an ample teſtimo- 
ny of their religion towards God, and great 
care of obſerving the laws. & he propher Sa- 
mug) obſerving this their pious inclination, 
and thinking it a proper opportunity, ſince 


voutly, to raiſe in them a deſire of liberty, 
and make them to underſtand the benefits ari- 
| ſing from it; he enterrain'd them with an 
oration, well adapted to this end, in the fol- 
lowing words: Oh men of Iſrael! (ſaid he) For- 
aſmuch, as the Paleſtines are your implacable 
enemies, and ſeeing God now beginneth to ſhow 
himſelf more propitious, and favourable unto you, 
it is incumbent upon you, not only to deſire, but 
to uſe the utmoſt of your endeavours to recover 


thing which you ſhall undertake, let it be your 
eſpecial care to refrain from every practice that 
may prove diſpleaſing to God. For you muſt never 
entertain an opinion among yourſelves, that you 
ſpall be freed from bondage, while you perſiſt todo 
thoſe things, which alone ſubject you to ſlavery. 
Let juſtice prove always the guide of your ac- 
tions, and remove from your ſuuls all manner 0 
wickedneſs, by ceaſing to commit evil. Worſhip 
God with your whole heart, and perſevere in his 
ſervice, By the performance of theſe things 
which he hath commanded, and doing what is 
well-plea/ing to him, you will purchaſe to your- 
_ ſelves an abundance of all good things; free your- 
felves from the ſervitude that oppreſſes you, and 
get the victory over your enemies; which is not 
wiways obtain'd through the valour, ftrength, or 
multitude of men, and armed hoſts : For, to theſe 
things, God hath never yet promiſed the reward 
of ſucceſs and triumph over enemies; but to that 
=_ zprighineſs of heart, and the exerciſe of juſtice 
__ 4nd benevolence, which he requires of all thoſe 
who dere to approve themſelves to him. On 
=_ con:tion you perform according to what ] have 
Told you, I promiſe you, that every thing I have 
Hpoken all happen unto you. When Samuel had 
made an end of this ſpeech, which by all the 
people was approv'd, they took courage from, 
and rejoiced at the exhortation he had deliver- 
WE cd, and unanimouſly conſented to do that which 
== was acceptable in the fight of God. Samuel, 
Wy aiter this, aſſembled them in a certain cit 
called Maſpha, (or Mizpey) which ſignifies in 
. the Hebrew language Conſpicuous, where draw- 
nus water, and pouring it out as a libation to 
Cod, they faſted all that day, continuing in 
pPrapxers and ſupplications. 
5 ut their meeting together could not be 
kept ſecret from the Paleſtines, who, no ſooner 
heard of their aſſembling at Mixpey, but they 
Are out a vaſt army, and on a ſudden came 
upon the Hebrews, hoping by this means to 


8 * Tom at unawares and unprepar'd. The 
4} 7 


people applied themſelves to the performing of 


they behaved themſelves ſo modeſtly and de- 


your liberty. But if you expet? to proſper in any 


F their power. 


Hebrews ſeeing this, were ſeized with a great 
fear, and began to run about tumultuouſly and 
in great diſorder, their dejection of ſpirit on 
this occaſion, increaſing their confuſion. Where- 
fore they went in haſte to Samuel, and ac- 
quainted him ; That their ſpirits were ſunk 
2 fear, and the memory of their late de- 


ſtruction; therefore they would very willingly be 


at quiet, and not ſtir up the power of their ene- 
mies againſt them. For now at the time that, 
according to thy defire and exhortation, we are 
come hither naked and unarm'd to offer up ſup= 


plications, perform ſacrifices, and ſolemn vows, 


the enemy marches againſt us. Wherefore we 
have no other ſafeguard left but God, and thee, 
whom we deſire tointreat him, that he would free 
us out of the hands of the Paleſtines. Samuel 
exhorted them to be of good heart, and pro- 
miſed them that God would lend them his aſ- 
ſiſtance; after which he took a ſucking lamb, 
and made a burnt offering thereof for the people, 
beſeeching God that he would defend them 
from the force of the Paleſtines, and not ſuf= 
fer them again to fall into their hands. God 

heard the prayer of Samuel, and after he had 


receiy*d propitiouſly the Sacrifice, vouchſafed 


to promiſe them the viEtory, and to increaſe 
Now, while as yet the victim 
lay upon the altar, not wholly conſumed with 
the fire, the forces of the enemy drew out 
of their camp, and put themſelves in or- 
der of battle, entertaining in their minds a cer- 
tain hope of victory, and perſuading themſelves 
that the Jes were in great diſorder, as having 
neither arms to fight with, nor ground con- 
venient to draw up their forces upon. But the 
event of the day was ſuch, that it any man had 
foretold it to the Paleſtines as it happen'd, he 
would not have been believ'd. For God in 
the firſt place, diſturb'd their ranks with a 
violent concuſſion or ſhaking ; the earth tremb- 
ling underneath their feet, ſo that there was 
no place ſafe enough for them whereon to tread 
or ſtand ; and ſo mightily was the ground mov- 
ed, that they either fell down, or tumbled 
into ſome chaſm of the earth that open'd and 
ſwallow'd them up. Beſides, thundrings bel- 
low'd around them, and lightnings gal d in 
their faces, ſo dazzling their ſight, and ſcorch- 
ing them, that their weapons fell out of their 
hands, and they were thereupon forced to fly 
away unarm'd. Samuel obſerving this, in con- 
junction with the people, ruſh'd among them, 
and making a great ſlaughter, purſued the reſt 
as far as Correa, (or Beth-car,) a place fo 
called. Here he ſer up a ſtone in memory of 
the victory over, and flight of the enemy, cal- 
ling it the Stone of Aitance, to ſignify the help 
which God vouchſafed to give them in con- 
quering the Paleftines. _ Data: 
After this overthrow, the Paleſtines did not 
preſume to bring any army into the field againſt 
the HVraelites; but through fear and a fad re- 
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membrance of what had happen'd to them, 


kept themſelves quier ; thar confidence and 


boldneſs, with which before the Paleſtines 
marched againſt the {/rge/ites, was now loft at- 
ter this defeat, and ſeated itſelf in the hearts 
of the Hebrews. Moreover Samuel, carrying 
his forces againſt them, made vaſt ſlaughter of 
them, and wholly ſuppreſſed their pride and 
arrogance, taking away all that country from 


CHAP. III 


How Samuel, being by reaſon of bis Age unfit for che Government, committed the Adni. 
niſtration to his Sons; and how the People, diſſatisfied with their evil Manners and 
Government, asked for a King; whereas Samuel was very much offended. 


CAMUEL the prophet, having eſtabliſhed 
I order and government amongtt the people, 
he appointed to them certain cities to which 
they were to repair, for determining of the 
differences among them. Jo theſe he went in 
Circuit twice in the.year, and there judging up- 
rightly, and adminiſtring juſtice impartially ; 
which courſe he continued for a long time. 

Bur growing N old and infirm, and being 
no longer able to ſupport the weighty charge, 
he committed the government and care of the 
republick unto his ſons: The name of the elder 
was Joel, and of the younger Abiah. Samuel, 
after he had divided the people between them, 
enjoin'd them, that one ſhould reſide and 
keep his judgment- ſeat in Bethe, the other in 
Barſabe, (or Beer-ſheba.) But in his ſons was 
to be ſeen a plain example, and demonſtration, 
that children do not always in their manners 
and diſpoſitions reſemble their parents; but that 
often it happens that good and virtuous per- 
ſons are the parents of wicked and flagitious 
children; as on the contrary commendable and 
good children proceed from evil and unworthy 
parents. For now Foe! and Abiab, turning 
away from the inſtitutions and commandments 
of Sajmuel, and purſuing a different method 
from what he had appointed, perverted the 
courſe of juſtice, for the ſake of receiving pre- 
ſents and amaſſing riches; and in their decrees, 
not ſo much having reſpect to the truth and 
juſtice of the cauſes before them, as the large- 
neſs of the bribes that were given, they began 
openly to give reins to luxury, and to give 
themſelves up to ſumptuous delights, and a 
wanton life. By theſe practices they provoked 
God, and ran counter to the will of the pro- 
phet their father, who had uſed his utmoſt en- 
deavour and care that the people might be 
govern'd with juſtice and equity. 

The people therefore perceiving that the 
good eſtate of their affairs, into which Samuel 
had before put them, was now dail declining, 
and becoming worſe and worſe « na the 
misbehaviour of his ſons, and being greatly 
oftended at the things committed by them, they 
had recourſe to Samuel, who at this time had 
his habitation in Ramatha, (or Ramaz) and ac- 

uainted him with the flagitious life of his two 
ons; deliring that, he himſelf by reaſon of his 
great age and infirmity of body being no more 
able as he was wont to adminiſter affairs, he 


overcame them. This country, taking it in irs 


confines of Gitta. as far as the City of Accaron. 


his uſual times of raking repaſt and repoſe, but 


ince they had not rejected him, but himſelf, that 


| heavy and grievous to them; that the evil which 


them, in which before they had committed ſo 
many; ravages, having wreſted by violence, and 
forcibly detain'd it from the eb, when they 


length and breadth, extended itſelf from the 


At this time the reſt of the Canaanites were 
ar peace and friendſhip with the I/raelires,” 


would therefore appoint ſome perſon who 
might be their king to rule over their nation, 
and take due revenge upon the Paleſtines, for 
_ former 1njuries and inſults committed by 
them. e? 

| This declaration of the people greatly trou- 
bled Samuel, becauſe of his innate love of 
juſtice, and hatred to a kingly government; 
for he was violently attach'd to an ariſtocracy, 
as deeming it the only plan of rule, by which 
a nation might make irſelf happy and peaceful : 
And theretore, by reaſon of what the people 
had deſir d of him, he conceiv'd ſuch a vaſt 
uneaſineſs, and labour'd with ſo much anxiety 
and thoughtful care, that he quite neglected 


continuing all the night awake, he ran over in 
his mind a thouſand different thoughts about 
affairs, ü 1 

While he was in this condition, God appear'd 
to him, and comforted him, (ſaying,) He ought 
not to be uneaſy at what the people demanded, 


he ſhould not reign over them. That they had 
endeavour'd at this change, from the very day 
upon which they came out of Egypt; but that 
the thing they were about to do, ſhould in a ſbort 
time bring repentance with it, and prove very 


he now foretold ſhould be ſurely fulfilled, ans 
they ſhall be chaſftized (ſaid the Lord,) for their 
ingratitude towards me, and towards thee their 
prophet. I enjoin thee Samuel therefore, to give 
them for their king him whom I ſpall point ot 
to thee : But firft, thou ſhalt declare to then, 
the many evils which they ſhall ſuftain under 
their reſpective kings, and teftify to them tht 
inconveniences ſuch a change of affairs, as thi 
have raſhly and unadviſedly thrown themſelves 
into, will bring along with it. ; 
Samuel having heard theſe words, called to- 
gether the people betimes the next morning, 
and in open aſſembly told them, He was ready 
to create them a king: But that ic behoved Bi 
him in the firſt place to acquaint them, un 
what manner their kings in ſucceeding ages 
would behave towards them, and what cala- Wl 
mities they were to undergo, by reaſon of the Bl 
preflure of their government. For (ſaid he) 
know ye all, That they will firſt of all take b 
ſons from you, ſome of whom they will abs then 
charioteers, others horſemen, guards, and es 
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ners before thetr chariots, and captains over thou- 
ſands and hundreds. Some again ſpall be their 
artificers, and makers of their infiruments of 
war and chariots ; they ſhall be their plowmen, 
hushandmen, and diggers of their vineyards. 
There ſhall be nothing but what they ſoull be com- 
manded to do; being left wholly ſubject o their 
wills, like ſervants who were purchaſed with a 
price. Beſides, they will take your daughters, 
and make them their confectioners, cooks and 
bakers ; ordering them to do all manner of labour 
which bond-women perform, who lie under the 
fear of ftripes or tortures. Likewiſe they will 
take away your poſſeſons, and give them to their 
eunuc hs and ſervants, diftributing at the ſame 
time among others your flocks of ſheep. In ſhort, 
ye fall not only be /laves to your king with all 
you have, but muſt be ſubjet® even to his very 
ſervants. When ye come to ſuffer all theſe things 
ye will then remember what J have now ac- 
quainted you with ; and being made wiſe by your 
own folly, ye will ſupplicate God, to have pity 
upon you, and deliver you ſpeedily from the go- 
vernment of kings. 7 your prayers he will 
not hearken to; for neglecting and leaving you to 
your 0wn ways, ye fhall receive a puniſhment 
= to your prepoſterous councils, and ungrateful 
actions. | 


CHA 
Saul, by the Appointment 


"HERE was a certain man of the tribe 
1 of Benjamin, named Ci/es, (or Kifh,) a 
perſon of an honourable deſcent, and liberal 
education. He had a ſon, a young man of a 
goodly preſence, being tall of ſtature, and 
well built; but his endowments of mind, and 
lively genius, far ſurpaſſed his external ſhape : 
Saul was his name. Cyes his father, having 
ſome aſſes, very beautiful, both for colour 
and ſhape, and which he admir'd more than 
any others in his poſſeſſion, which had at this 
| time ſtrayed out of his paſtures, bid his ſon 
| take a ſervant with him, and go in ſearch of 
them. Saul, in obedience to his father, hav- 
| Ing made a thorough enquiry all about his 
| tribe, went into others; but finding his labour 
| fruitleſs, he reſolv'd to return home, leaſt his 
father ſhould be made uneaſy at his long ſtay. 
| As he happen'd to trayel near the city of 
| Ramah, his ſervant that waited on him, told 
him, that in that city there dwelt a true pro- 
phet, whoſe words came always to paſs, and 
therefore he would adviſe him to go to him, 
and learn of him what was become of his fa- 
Wy cher's aſſes. To this Saul replied, That he 
Lad nothing to reward the Prophet with, ſhould 
= -* re/olve to go and ask his advice; for all the 
= 2r0vi/rons which they had brought to ſuſtain 
7 en in their journey, were conſum'd. To this 
be ſervant made anſwer, I have the fourth 
247 of 2 ſbekel of ſilver, which.you may beftow 
en bim; both of them being ignorant that 

dhe Prophet took no reward. Accordingly they 
Vent onwards towards him. Now coming near 
| the gates of the city, they inquir'd of ſome 
ung women, who were going out to draw 


2 RS 7A Uo en EO WE OE So 0 < l 2 *. 25 TR 3 8 = Is Eat 8 15 2 . BS 3 * LIE n ks 1; = 22 „ 
2 S 2657 wad, * . 2 Wy * F Ea 3 Fa. — * 0 N tail 8 = IE: * * 3 - 
n IMS r _ T6 ba OE FS 2 F 8 . "ow * . = 
— o 0D ON 3 8 F * bo 
2272 ff ĩ ĩ EIS Bye . ; ” A 
ei Een EIT SN ” 0 . . ** : * p 
— . | 5 a ** F s N 


= I, 
123 
' To theſe remonſtrances of Samuel, made 
with regard to the things that ſhould fall our, 
the multitude were deaf, and gave no manner 
of attention; and he found it impoſſible to 
root out of their minds an opinion ſo ſettled 
there, or to diſſuade them from ſo fixed a re- 
ſolution, Wherefore perfifting in their pur- 
poſe, and ſhewing no manner of regard to 
what Samuel had repreſented to them, they 
earneſtly inſiſted upon their demand, and deſi- 
red him to make them a king, and not to ſhow 
himſelf anxious about what was to enſue there- 
upon; ſaying, That it was neceſſary, above 
all things, that they ſhould have a king, who, 
marching at the head of their armies to battle, 
might revenge their nation upon their enemies; 
that it was not at all unreaſonable, ſince their 
neighbouring nations were 3 by kings, 
that they ſhould have the fame privilege, and 
make the like appearance. Samue! perceiving 
that his ſpeech had no manner of effect upon 
them, but, on the contrary, that they perſiſted 
in the ſame opinion, ſaid, Depart every man of 
you to his own houſe, and as ſoon as it ſhall 
pleaſe God to ſigniſy to me the perſon whom he 
ſhall appoint to be your king, I will forthwith 
ſend for you again. 


„ 
of God, is declared King. 


water, where the houſe of the prophet was ? 

The maidens ſhew'd it to them, and bid them 

uſe all expedition in going to him, before he 

fat down to the feaſt, For it happen'd at that 

time, that Samuel had invited a great number 

to an entertainment, and 1t was not uſual for 

the gueſts to fit down before he came and 

bleſſed the ſacrifice. This great feaſt had been 
appointed by Samuel, on this occaſion; God 

having from day to day been importuned by 

the prayers of Samuel, deſiring that he would 

let him know the perſon whom he ſhould. con- 

ſtitute king, had the day before told him, that 

the next day at the ſame hour, there ſhould 

come to him a young man of the tribe of Ben- 

jamin, who was the perſon he had deſtin'd for 
their king. So Samuel was at this time fitting 

in his houſe, and expeCting until the 8 
hour. When it was come, he went down to 
go to ſupper, and as he was going, met with 
Saul before the gates of his houſe, whereupon 
God gave him to underſtand, that this young 
man was the perſon he had choſen to be king 
over the Vraelites. Saul thus being come up 
with Samuel, accoſted him, asking him, Where 
the Prophet dwelt ? for, ſaid he, I am a ftran- 
ger, and know not. To this Samuel anſwer'd, 
That he was the Prophet. Upon this he con- 
ducted Sau to the ſupper, and acquainted him 
that the aſſes he ſought after, were found, and 
in ſafety. Moreover, he told him, that he 
ſhould be king, and-haveall things in his power. 
Saul replied, My lord, what you mention, is 
far above my hopes, who am of a tribe too mean, 
and my family but ſmall in our tribe; wherefore 
I muſt conclude that thou art not in earneſt. © 

But 
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But the prophet carried Saul to the en- 


tertainment, and bid him and his ſ-rvant take 


the chieſeſt ſeat above the other gueſts who 
were invited, about ſeventy in number, and ſit 
down; commanding at the ſame time his ſer- 
vants to bring the royal portion, and ſet it be- 
fore Saul. When the time was come for the 
people to depart home, each went to his own 


houſe ; but Sau and his ſervant abode, and 


ſlept that night with the prophet. 
Farly = next morning Samuel raiſed Saul 


out of his bed, and brought him out of his 
chamber. And when he had led him out of the 
city, he adviſed Saul to bid his ſervant go 
betore them, and himſelf to tarry a while 
with him, for that he had ſomething to com- 
municate to him. Sau! hereupon commanded. 
his ſervant to walk on before them. Then Sa- 
mel took a phial of oil, and pour'd it on Saul's 
head, and kiſſed him, ſaying, Be thou king, for 
thou art appointed by God to be ſuch, both to plur- 
{ue the Paleſtines in war, and revenge the He- 
brews upon them. As a token of theſe things, 
1 would have thee mind what 1 am now going 


to tell thee. When thou art departed from me, 


thou ſhalt find three men in thy journey going 


70 Bethel to worſhip God * The firſt of them ſhall 


carry three loaves of bread, the ſecond a kid, 
and the third, a bottle of wine. They will ſa- 
lute thee, and ſpeak friendly to thee, and give 
thee two loaves of bread, which thou fhait re- 
ceive at their hands. After this, thou ſhalt come 
to the place call'd Rachel's ſepulchre, where thou 

alt meet with a man, who ſhall acquaint thee 


with thy aſſes being ſafe. After this thou ſhalt 
come to Gibeath, where thou ſhalt meet with a 


company of Prophets, and the ſpirit of God com- 

ing upon thee, thou ſhalt propheſy with them; 

whereat every one ſhall be much amazed ; and, be- 

ing ſuddenly ſtruc with the wonder of the acci- 

dent, fhall ſay ; What is this, that has hap- 

pen'd to the ſon of Riſh ? Now know when theſe 

things ſhall come to paſs, that God is with thee. 

Moreover ſalute thy father and kindred. Thou 

ſpalt go down likewiſe to Gilgal, where I will 

come unto thee, that we may ſacrifice ſacrifices 

of peace offerings together for theſe things. When 

Samuel had ſpoken thus, he diſmiſſed Saul. 

Now every thing which Samuel had foretold, 
happen'd to Saul. | 

When Faul was return'd back to the houſe 
of Abenar his kinſman, (this perſon he lov'd 
above all other his relations) he not only ac- 
quainted him, at his requeſt to hear of his jour- 
ney, and the occurrences he had met with in 
it, with all that Samuel and he had tranſacted 
together at his houſe; but alſo how his aſſes 
were ſaſe. Yer however, of thoſe things that 


_ reſpected his kingdom, he made no mention, 


as eſteeming the telling ſuch an incident, would 
certainly create envy, and beſides, would hard- 
iy obtain credit from his kinſman. For al- 
though at this time there was the neareſt tie 
of friendſhip ſubſiſting between him and Abenar, 
yet he neither thought it ſafe nor prudent to 
communicate an affair of ſuch conſequence to 
him. That Saul entertain'd ſome ſuch ſenti- 
ment as this at this juncture, is our opinion, be- 


cauſe we know the diſpoſition of man is of 


that nature; that neither the beſt of friends or 


© little mindful of the kindneſſes which they Ty 


among the men ſingly, Saul the ſon of Kiſh, ob- 
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relations preſerye themſelves in a conſtant har- 
mony of temper ; for the affections run into N 
a channel, whenever the bleſſing of God bo 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf upon any perſon ; envy and 95 
detraction being the uſual ill attendants on $2: 
proſperity and good fortune. | FF 
Alter this Samuel conveened the people at 7 
Mizpey, and acquainted them with the very * 
words that God had commanded him to ſpeak, TY 
„That, after he had reſtor d them to liberty, 

© and reduced their enemies, they were now 


© had received at his hands, rejecting God, and 
© taking away the dominion from him who T4 
c alone ſhould be their king; being groſsly ig- 28; 
© norant in not knowing, that to be govern'd 7 
© by God himſelf, was the chiefeſt good of al; 
for he was the moſt perfect and ſovereign 
£ 
c 
c 
c 
c 
. 


good; yet, for all this, they had rather 
have a man to be their king, whe Wea rule 
over his ſubjeCts like ſo many ſheep, and uſe 

them according to his lawleſs paſſion and ap- 
petite, making an immoderate uſe of his pow- 

er, and purſuing mankind with ſuch indigni- 
c ties and hardſhips, as if he himſelf did not 
© belong to the fame ſpecies. But ſince ye 
© are reſolv'd to have a king, and have thus 
* contumeliouſly rejected God, diſtribute your 


ſelves by your tribes and by your ſceptres, 

and then caſt lots. 

When the Hebrews had done thus, the lot 
fell upon the tribe of Benjamin; and after it 
was drawn among the families, the chance came 
upon the family of Matri; but when it was caſt 


tain'd the kingdom. As ſoon as this affair was 
made known to Saul, he immediately hid him- 
ſelf, willing (as we 1 to have it be- 
liev'd that he receiv'd the kingdom with re- 
luctancy and not cordially. Moreover, he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf at this time in ſo modeſt 
and complacent a manner, that, (as many others, 
riſing from a low beginning to a bulky ſhare 
of grandeur, can hardly contain ' themſelves 
within the ſphere of their new gotten power, 
but arrogantly lift themſelves up, and look big 
in the eyes of mankind.) On the contrary, 
Saul, who was appointed king over ſo great a 
people, was ſo far from boaſting, or appearing 
proud with the thoughts of that elevation of 
poſſeſſing the kingdom, that he privately with- 
drew himſelf from the ſight of thoſe very men, 
over whom he was to exerciſe his dominion, and 
made it a difficult matter for them to find him 
out: The people, upon Saul's non-appearance, 
were made very uneaſy. Samuel hereupon, be- 
ſeeched God, to ſhew him where he was, that he 
might bring him before their ſight. After God 
had diſcover'd to the propher, where Saul had 
hid himſelf, he ſent perſons to bring him along 
with them; and when he was come, Samu Wee 
placed him in the midft of the people, who, Wn 
in ſtature was much higher than them all, and Wn 
appear*d worthy of that dignity. xs. 

Then ſaid the prophet, This is he whom 
© God hath given to be your king; ſee hon 
© far he excells all, and doth he not deſerye t 
© be exalted to the kingdom? After this, the 
people ſhouting, ſaid, God ſave the Vll. 
The prophet hereupon, having before er 
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ery thing that was to happen, recited 
12 ee 2 the people before Saul, and 
then laid the book in the tabernacle of God, 
there to remain an evidence for ever of what 
he had propheſied. When Samuel had done 
this, he diſmiſſed the people, and himſelf went 
to Rama, which was his native Clty. But as 
au went to Gibeah, to which he belong'd, 


BOUT the ſpace of a month after this, 
A a war broke out with Naheſh, king of 
the Ammonites, which Sau} waged with him. 
This prince marching with a great and valiant 
army againſt thoſe Ss that dwelt beyond 
Jordan, not only committed ſeveral great ho- 
ſtilities againſt them, but reduced many of 
their cities to ſlavery ; thoſe indeed that he 
took by ſtorm, he reduced and weakned fo by 
his ſubtilty and craft, that they had no manner 
of power of freeing themſelves from his {la- 
very, had they been minded to revolt. Both 
thoſe who yielded to him upon conditions, and 
thoſe who were taken by the power of the 
ſword, had their right eyes pulled out: This 
he did, that their left eye being hid behind 
their ſhields, they might by that means be 
rendred incapable of engaging in battle. 
When Nahaſh had acted thus againſt thoſe 
beyond Fordan, he conducted his army to op- 
poſe the Gil/eadites, and pitch'd his camp over- 
againſt their capital city, call'd Fabeſh-Gilead ; 
at the ſame time ſending ambaſſadors to them, 
threatning, that it they did not ſubmit them- 
ſelves to him, and ſuffer their right eyes to be 
pluck'd out, they muſt expect to be beſieged, 
and their cities razed to the ground by him : 
That the choice remained wholly in their 
power, whether they would rather loſe a ſmall 
part of their body, or oblige him to deſtroy 
the whole. The G//eadites terrified with this 
melancholy alternative, durſt not return an an- 
W {wer to either of theſe propoſitions ; nor de- 
= clare whether they would throw themſelves upon 
his mercy, or hazard a battle with him. But 
they deſired a reſpite for ſeven days to be 
allowed them, that in that time they might 
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| aſſiſtance; and if it happen'd that any came to 
| them, they would declare war againſt Nahaſp ; 
but it otherwiſe, then they told them th 
—_ would ſurrender themſelves to him, to be dealt 
Vith according to his pleaſure. 
_ \:-/, who lighting the account of the 
| Gileadites, deſpiſed the anſwer they had re- 
turned; and not only granted them reſpite 
bor ſeven days, but gave them leave to call 
do their aid as many as they could procure. 
[Purſuant to this, the Gileadites immediately 
diſpatched meſſengers through all the cities of 
the Vaelites, to acquaint them with every 
ang that Wahaſb had terribly denounced 
gainſt them, and into what ſtreights the 
ere reduced. The 1/-aclites underſtanding 
1 chis fad calamity to which the people of Ja- 
7 were brought, lamented heavily, 
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| fend to all the coaſts of Iſrael, and beg their 
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many good men accompanied him, paying him 
all poſſible honour and reverence as King; how- 
ever there were ſeyeral others of a wicked 
diſpoſition, who deſpiſed him, and laughed ar 
him, and would not bring him preſents, nor 
ſtudy either by words or deeds to pleaſe him ; 
but he held his peace. 15 


r. To 


Saul leads an Army againſt the Nation of Ammon, with which he overcomes the Enemy, 


not being able, (through the. fright. that the 
news had put them into,) to go about any 
act or undertaking. But when the meſſengers 
came into the city of king Saul, and had de- 
clared into what imminent dangers the (7ilea- 
dites were likely to fall, the inhabitants there- 
of were overwhelmed with a deep ſenſe of 
ſorrow for their kindred. | 

King Saul at this time accidentally return- 


ing after the herd out of the field, into the 


city, and finding his citizens all in tears, asked, 
What had happened to them during his abſence, 
that had occaſion'd this great ſorrow and con- 
cern? and being acquainted with what the 
meſſengers had told them, dau having then 
the ſpirit of God come upon him, ſent the 
meſſengers of Fabeſh-Gilcad back, promiſing 
that on the third day from that time he 
would come to their aſſiſtance, and before the 
Sun was ſet, would vanquiſh the enemy, ſo 
that that luminary ſhould behold them joyful 
victors, and freed from the dejection they 
then laboured under. Some of the meſſen- 
gers he ordered to ſtay with him, to be his 
guides, to conduct him in his journey. | 
Saul being thus ſtirred up to avert the im- 
pending evils that threatned them, and to ex- 
cite the people to undertake the war againſt 
the Ammonites, and cauſe them to get together 
with the utmoſt expedition, Took a yoke of his 
oxen and hewed them to pieces, threatning to 
perform the like upon theirs, who would not the 
very next day ſhow themſelves at Jordan, ready 
to follow him and Samuel the prophet, whither= 
ſoever they ſhould conduct them, Of thoſe who 
feared the edict of Saul, and met at the ap- 
pointed time, a muſter was made at the cit 
of Bezek, (or Bala; ) the number of fighting 
men, excluſive of the tribe of Judah, which 
amounted to ſeventy thouſand, was ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand. Sa having with this vaſt 
multitude paſt over Fordan, and travelled all 
the night, at laſt came to the place he had 
fixed upon; where making a diviſion of his 
army 1nto three companies, he ſuddenly (when 
the enemy little expected it,) attacked them 
on every fide; and engaging briskly, put a 
great number of them to the ſword, and ſcat- 
tered them, ſo that two of them were not left 
together; and withal ſlew king Nahaſh. Saul 
in this engagement diſtinguiſhed himſelf brave- 
ly, and the fame of his courage was ſounded 
among all the [/raelites, attended with won- 
derful commendations and applauſes, which 
gained him mighty glory. For now thoſe very 
men who betore had contumeliouſly treated 


I1 him, 
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him, not only changed their opinions, and did 
him honour, by commending his high atchieve- 
ments, but extolled him for the beſt and braveſt 
of all men. Sau! however was not content 
with having only preſerved the Gileadites from 
deſtruction, but he made an inroad into the 
country of the Ammonites, and laid it all waſte, 
taking thence a, great booty, and ſo returned 
to his own city triumphant, and crowned with 

ood fortune and glorious renown. The people 
being ſenſible of their proſperous condition and 
ſucceſſes under Saul, rejoyced that they had 
procured ſuch a valiant ſoldier for their king. 
But thoſe perſons who had ſaid that Saul was 
unable either to defend their eftates, or in- 
creaſe them, they cried out and exclaimed 
againſt askipg where thoſe men were, that they 
might be brought to condign puniſhment, and 
all manner of reproachful words were thrown 
upon them ; a cuſtom with people who are 
puffed up with ſucceſs and felicity, to vilify 
and aſperſe thoſe who were the authors of their 
ſo happy fortune. Saul, though he commend- 


ed the regard and kindneſs they expreſſed to- 


wards him upon this occaſion, yet ſwore that 
none of the tribes ſhould that day be put to 
death; for, ſaid he, It would be a heinous 
thing, and look'd upon as abominably wicked, 


to ſtain with the blood and death of any man, 


the victory which God had given them; ſince 
too they were perſons of their fellow- tribes, of 
the ſame ſtock and kindred ; wherefore it be- 
came them more to end the day in acts of mu- 
tual love, friendſhip, and feſtivities. 

After this Samuel declared, that they ought 
to renew the kingdom, another inauguration 
being neceflary, that the kingdom by freſh 
omens might be confirmed to Sau; hereupon 
all the people aſſembled at Giga, for Samuel 
had enjoined them to meet him in that place: 
And there the prophet, in the ſight of the 
whole people, anointed Saul with the ſacred 
dil, and pronounced him once more, king; and 
in this marvellous manner was the republick 
of the Hebreus changed into the form of a 
kingdom: For under Moyſes, and e/ts his fol- 
lower, who conducted the army, and preſided 
in the government, the ſtate was ariftecratical, 
and conſiſted of the nobility: But after his 
death, for full eighteen years, the people 
were ſubject to no head-magittrate. Some 
time after they renewed their tormer plan of 
government, and committed the chief admini- 
{tration of affairs to him who was eſteemed the 
moſt valiant and couragious ; whereupon all 
that ſpace of time, which was managed under 


ſuch a government, was termed the time of the 


Judges. | 

The prophetS amue] having aſſembled the 
Hebrews together, ſaid thus unto them, I ad- 
© jure you by the Great God, who brought to 


© light two | brothers, I mean Moy/es and 


© Aaron, and freed your fathers from the domi- 
© njon and ſlavery of the /Zgyptrians, that, at this 
© time, neither through any motive of baſhfulneſs, 
* or fear, or any other affection, you tell me, if I 
© have committed any unjuſt or diſhoneſt thing, 
© for the ſake of gain, or poſſeſſing more than I 
© ought to have done, or to gain fayour with any 
man Reprove me, if Ihave taken any perſon's 


Fraviuvs JosEtrenvs 


© heifer, ſheep, or any other thing of that nature, 
© (the crime however may be efteemed leſs, if 


© it be found to have been done for the ſake of 


* ſuſtenance,) or, if I ſeized on any man's aſs, 
© and made it my property: If in any of theſe 
© caſes I have in the leaſt wiſe ſinnied, declare 
© it before your king.“ The ptople hereupon 
cried out, and ſaid, Thou haſt committed 
© none of theſe things, but haſt governed the 
© nation 1n righteouſneſs and juſtice.” 

Samuel having received from the people this 
ample teſtimony of his innocence, ſaid, Since you 
© have not been able to object any crime againſt 
© me, come near, and hearken to me while I ſpeak 
« ſomething to you with more freedom, and tell 
© you, that in asking a king, you have greatly of- 
© tended God: It behoved you to have remem- 
< bred, that Jacob our great forefather, only with 
« ſeventy perſons of our nation, when oppreſs'd 
with famine, went into Agypt, and how their 
offspring increaſed there to ſeveral thouſands, 
and underwent an hateful ſervitude. How God, 
c gs the aſſiſtance of a king, being invoked 
0 
8 5 ſending them Moy/es and Aaron, two bro- 
© thers, who brought you into this land which 
you now poſſeſs. And yet after all theſe favours 
« beſtowed upon you by God himſelf, yet you 
© have often rejected him and his true religion, 
Moreover, when your enemies had dominion 
© over you, he preſerv'd you your liberty, cauſing 
you in the firſt place, to overcome the Aſſyrians; 
© in the ſecond, to vanquiſh the Ammonites and 
© Moabites ; and laſtly, the Paleſtines. All theſe 
things you have pertorm'd, not under the pro- 
© teEtion of Kings, but the conduct of Jephthah 
© and Gedeon What madneſs therefore has poſ- 
© ſeſſed you, that you ſhould ftill reje& the Go- 
vernment of God, and ſubmit yourſelves to a 
king? But I myſelf have gained you a king, 
© whom God mark'd out to me. Now as a mani- 
« feſt ſign that the Almighty is angry at this cla- 
* mour of yours for a king, I will bring it to paſs, 
© that you ſhall have molt ſure tokens of his diſ- 
« pleaſure from himſelf, I will call upon him, 
and ſuddenly you will fee a tempeſt riſe in this 
© country, now in the midſt of ſummer, a thing 
© which never yet was known by any man.” No 


ſooner had Samuel declared himſelf thus, than 


ſuch loud claps of thunder, lightnings and hail- 
ſtones fell from heaven, in confirmation of what 
the prophet had foretold ; ſo that all of them be- 
ing ſtruck with wonder and fear, owned they had 
ſinned, and thro? ignorance had committed this 
great crime of chooſing a regal government: 


Therefore they beſought him, that, like an in- 


dulgent father to them, he would ſtrive to ap- 
peaſe God's fierce anger, for this their wicked- 
neſs, whereby they had provoked his juſt indig- 
nation, and to intreat the Almighty to pardon 
all their other grievous contumelies and omiſ- 
ſions. Samuel, upon this declaration of theils, 
promiſed to beg of God, that he would be 
pleaſed to grant them their requeſt ; but advi- 


ſed them to follow juſtice and righteouſneſs, 


and always to keep in remembrance the cala- 
mities they had brought upon themſelves, bi 
their ſtubborn negle& of purſuing virtue; an 

the miraculous ſigns which God had viſibly 
ſhown them, and the laws of Mayſes, if 144 
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your fathers, freed them from that ſlavery, 
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ard or value for their own ſafety, 
= the ſy 48 of their king. But if they 
ſlighted theſe his admonitions, and would do 


| her 
*kedly, he told them, that they, toget 
ar? theie king, ſhould be grievoully afflicted, 


ve. 
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and conſumed. After Samuel had ſaid thus to 


the Hebrews, he diſmiſſed them every man to 


50 to his own home, having now a 


gain con- 
rmed the kingdom upon Saul. 


VI. 


How the Paleſtines warred again with the Hebrews, and were diſcomfited. 


AUL, with three thouſand choſen men out 
8 3 people, abode in Mic hmaſb, and in 
mount Bethel, two thouſand of whom he ap- 

ointed for his own guards, but the third he 
bed given to his ſon Jonathan, as a body-guard, 
and ſent him with them to Gibeah. At this 
time Jonathan was buſied in beſieging a cer- 
tain fortreſs of the Paleſtines, not far diſtant 
from Gilgal ; for thoſe who dwelt in Cibeah, 
having overcome the Jews there, not only took 
their arms from them, but put garriſons into 
the ſtrongeſt places of defence 1n their country, 
prohibiting alſo their wearing ſwords, or uſing 
any kind of iron among them ; ſo that the 
husbandmen, by reaſon of this prohibition, 
could neither have a plow-ſhare, ſpade, or 
any thing elſe that belonged to agriculture, of 
their own making, but were forced from time 
to time, to go down to the Paleſtines and pro- 
cure them, or have thoſe they had ſecretly 
kept by them ſharpned. As ſoon as the Pa- 
leſtines underſtood that their fortreſs was demo- 


| liſhed, they were wroth, and reſenting the 


affront committed by the Hebrews, they de- 
clar d war againſt them; bringing into the field 
three hundred thouſand foot, thirty thouſand 
chariots, and ſixty thouſand horſe, and incamp- 
ed at Michmaſh. When Saul king of the He- 
brews heard of this, he went to Gilgal, and 
diſpatched poſts through all the country, to 
aſſemble the people, to defend their liberties, 
and undertake the war againſt the Paleſtines, 
and to acquaint them with their power ; but 
to ſpeak as if they were to be deſpiſed, and 
not any way to fear fighting with them. Bur 
thoſe about Saul having taken a ſurvey of 
their forces, were greatly aſtoniſhed, ſome of 
them hiding themſelves 1n caves and holes, and 
others flying into the country over Fordan. 
This belonged to the tribes of Gad and Ruben. 


Saul hereupon ſent meſſengers to fetch Sa- 
muel, that they two might adviſe about the 


war, and preſent poſture of affairs. Samuel 
deſired Saul to ſtay where he was, and pre- 
pare a victim, for that in ſeven days he would 
come to him, that on the ſeventh they might 
offer ſacrifices, and then engage the enemy. 
Saul tarried there for Samuel's coming, as was 
enjoined him; but he did not throughly tulfil 
his command ; for imagining that the Prophet 
lingred too long, and ſeeing his ſoldiers de- 
ſerting him, he took the victim and laid it up- 
on the altar himſelf; and when he heard that 
Samuel was drawing near, he went forth to 
meet him; but was told by him, that he had 
not done juſtly, in not paying obedience to 
thoſe things he had been commanded to per- 
form, and in not waiting till he came: For God 
had ſo ordered it, that the prayers and ſacri- 


fices he had now offered up for the people, 
were done inauſpiciouſiy, and was an action 
very precipitate and raſh, Saul hereupon be- 
gan to excuſe himſelf, by ſaying, that he had 
tarried the number of days limited by him; and 
that neceſſity, and the deſertion of his ſoldiers, 
through fear of the enemies great number of 
forces at Mic hmaſb, and his hearing of their 
{ſudden marching to Gilgal againſt him, had 
forced him to offer the ſacrifice. 

To this Samuel replied and ſaid, © Saul, if 
thou hadſt been juſt, and obeyed my voice, 
thy kingdom had continued for a long time 
© to thee and thy poſterity; but thou haſt 


« deſpiſed thoſe things which God had reveal- 


© ed to me, by an over eager haſte of thine, 
and this has proved very prejudicial to thy 
© affairs.“ So Samuel was very 
bled at what had happened, and departed. 
Saul now having only fix hundred men with 
him, went with his ſon Jonathan to Gibeah. 
Many of theſe wanted arms, the country af- 
fording no iron, nor any perſons that knew how 
to forge weapons of war; for we have above 
intimated, that the Paleſtiues had laid a prohi- 
bition upon theſe things. They having divi- 
ded their army into three companies, and made 


inroads into the country many ways, and laid 


it waſte, Sau! and his ſon Jonathan looking 
on as melancholy ſpectators, not being able to 
defend the land, becauſe of the ſmallneſs of 
the number of the forces that were with them. 


Now as Saul and Fonathan, and Achiah, of 


the lineage of Eli the high prieſt, were ſitting 


on an high hill, beholding the devaſtation made 


by the Paleſtines, they were overwhelmed with 
forrow. At length the ſon of Saul propoſing to 
his armour-bearer, to try and ſee whether they 
could enter privily the enemies camp, and ſo 
put it into diſorder; the armour-bearer pro- 
miſed to follow him where ever he ſhould lead, 
though it were to certain death. Whereupon, 
taking the young man along with him, they de- 


ſcended down a ſmall hill, and directed their 


courſe towards the enemy, that were incamped 
within a place which had three promontories, 
high and ſharp, that the tops appeared very 
ſmall, with rocks alſo, which in a long chain 
almoſt ſurrounded the tents, that they ſeemed 
as ſo many batteries againſt thoſe that ſhould 
attack them, But it happened that at this 
time the camp was not ſo well guarded as 
it ought to have been, becauſe of the ſtrong ſi- 
tuation of the ground wherein they had pitch- 
ed their tents, being made impregnable almoſt 
by nature, and the enemy thinking it an impoſ- 
ſibility for any perſon to come near the pro- 
montories, and much more ſo to aſcend them. 
When they were come near the camp, Jona- 


than 


much trou- 


: N Fl ? 5 
. £ * i 
. ES /- A 3 RI — 
e 2 . .. n oh 


128 
than bid his àrmour-bearer to take heart, ſay- 
ing, No come, let us attack the enemy; and 

vhen they ſhall eſpie us, if it u. that the 

© ſhall ask us to go to them, we will receive ſuc] 
© an overture as a ſure token of victory; but it 

© they ſhall ſay nothing, and not invite us to 

© them, then we will retire back.” As they drew 
ſtill nearer towards the camp of the enemy, at 
juſt break of day, the Paleſtines perceived 
them x whereupon they faid to one another, 
The Hebrews creep towards us out of their holes 
and dens. After this, they ſpoke to Jonathan 
and the armour-bearer, ſaying, Come, and a/. 
cend to ns, that we may puniſh ou, as your 
boldneſs does deſerve. Jonathan rejoycing at 
this ſpeech, as preſaging certain victory to 
him, removed immediately our of the place 
where he had been ſeen by the enemy, and got 
to the rock, which was left 1 be- 
cauſe of its ſtrong ſituation; where creeping 
with much difficulty up, and overcoming the 
ſummir of it, they gradually deſcended on 
the other ſide, and came ſecretly upon the 
enemy; and finding them aſleep, they {lew 
about twenty of their men. This bold action 
firack ſuch a pannick, and cauſed fo great a 
diſorder in the camp, that many of them throw- 
ing away their arms, betook themſelves to 
flight ; and many more, being 1gnorant of their 
own contederates, who were made up of foreign 
nations, and believing them to be enemies, 
(for they did not 1magine that two Hebrews 
only had pierced among them, ) began a fierce 
encounter. Some of them were flain by the 
hands of their own men, and others being 
puſhed along by them, were caſt down head- 
long from the rock. 
The ſpies of Saul having acquainted him 
that the camp of the Paleſtines were in the ut- 
mgft confuſion, he inquir'd if any men were 
gone away from him; whereupon he found 
that his ſon and his armour-bearer were miſ- 
ſing : He then commanded the high-prieſt to 
take up his ſacerdotal veſtment, and propheſy 
of what was to come. Sau received an an- 
ſwer, That he ſhould prove victorious, and over- 
come his enemies; whereupon he marched 
ainſt the Paleſtines, and attacked them, be- 
ing all in diſorder, and turning their ſwords 
upon one another. Thoſe who had hid them- 


felves in holes and dens, having heard of the 


victory, ſtraight came out and joined Saul. 
When the forces of the Hebrews were increa- 
{ed to ten thouſand men, Saul purſued the 
Paleſtines ſcattered throughout all the coun- 
try. But whether through the joy at ſo ſpeedy 
and unexpected a victory, (for men receiving 
on the ſudden a large ſhare of proſperous ſuc- 
ceſs, can ſeldom comport themſelves according 
to reaſon and judgment,) or through 
Ignorance, committed a very great miſtake, lia- 
ble ro much blame and cenſure. For Saul, 
reſolving to revenge himſelf, and puniſh the 
Paleftines, laid a heavy imprecation upon the 
Hebrews, if any of them ſhould ceaſe from the 
ſlaughter, and eat before the night put a period 
thereto. 

When Sau] had ſwore thus, it happened that 
the army came into a certain wood abounding 
with bees and honey: Jonathan, who knew 
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nothing of his father*s-raſh curſe, or that the 
people had conſented to it, took ſome hon 

out of a comb and eat it : But underſtandings 
ſoon after that his father had forbid eating be- 
fore the ſun-ſet, upon pain of being curſed for 
it, he abſtained then from farther eating; but 
ſaid, That Sau had committed a great indiſ- 
cretion, in prohibiting ſuch a thing; for the 
men being refreſhed with eating, would have 
purſued the enemy with more vigour and 
courage, and took captive, or put to the 
ſword, a much greater number of them, 

After they 


had flain ſeveral thouſands of 
the Pale/tines, they turned back in the evening 
to ſeize their camp, wherein they found abun- 
dance of ſpoil, and withal many ſheep, which 
they flew, and eat together with the blood, 
Saul underſtood from the Scrites, that the com- 
mon ſoldiers had ſinned greatly againſt God in 
facrificing, becauſe they had eaten before the 
blood was quite waſhed away, and the fleſh 
well cleanſed: Hereupon he commanded a 
large ftone to be rolled into the midſt of them, 
upon which they ſhould offer ſacrifices, and not 
feed upon fleſh with the blood in it, being a 
thing contradictory to the expreſs Command of 
God. This command of his was obeyed by 
all; upon which he raiſed an altar, and there- 
upon made an offering to God of a burnt- 
ſacrifice. This was the firſt altar raiſed by 
Sau. | 2-35; 
He being deſirous of leading his army into 
the enemies camp before the morning light ap- 
pear'd, with deſign to ſeize upon it, eſpecially 
ſince he perceiy'd his ſoldiers not to be very 
much fatigued, but that they ſhewed great 
ſigns of a chearful reſolution to follow him, 
and obey his commands, ſent for Achitob the 
high-prieft, and bid him to enquire of God, 
whether he would permit him to enter theit 
camp, and pur to the ſword all thoſe he ſhoald 
find alive in it. The high-prieſt anſwer'd him, 
That God was unwilling to ſatisfy his deſire at 
that time ; but faid, There is ſome cauſe why 
he doth not reveal his Oracle to us when we 
ask it of him, who before was uſed to foretel all 
things to US, without onr enquiring after them 
There is doubtleſs ſome ſecret fin againſt him, 
that occaſions this ſilence, Now I ſwear by 
the Supreme Majeſty of Heaven, that if my ſos 
Jonathan dies provethetranſgreſſor, he fhall dit; 
and ty that means I hope, and will endeavour i 
to appeaſe the wrath of the Almighty. Andif 
it ſhall be found that any other perſon no way i 
allied to me, has committed the notorious crime, | 
T will aſſuredly give him his juſt puniſhment. i 
The multitude having heard him ſpeak thus, 
and conſented that he ſhould do what he had 
threatned, gathered together into one place. 
Saul and his ſon ſtood by themſelves, Immedi- 
ately lots were drawn, with an intent to find Wn 
out the author of this wickedneſs. The lot 
fell upon Jonathan, who was thereupon de 
clared guilty. Sau! ſeeing this, asked his ſom Wl 
What he had done; wherein he had offended; d 
in what part of his life he was guilty of a 
wickedneſs or impiety £ To this Fonathan ar 
ſwered, Father, ſaid he, I have been guilt) 9 nll 
no other crime, than only taſting yeſterday, .- _ 
# purſued the enemy,) a litile of an honey-comt f 55 
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ts / Aid it unknowing of thy curſe or oath. 
| 5 13 WM replied, That he referred the 
obligation of his oath to any ties 0 kindred, or 
; motives of natural affeFion, and t hat theref ore 
de ſhould ſurety be put to death. Fonat han, at 
his menace of his father, was not in the leaſt 
Nrerrified, but ſtepping into the midſt of the 
multicude with an unthaken intrepidity of ſoul, 
aid thus: I beſzech thee, do not ſpare me; For 
ebe dearh I fhall ſuffer to atone for thy piety, 
and crown. /o good a victory as has been ob 
F rained, will be the moſt pleaſurable thing to me; 
for 1 ſhall leave the Hebrews conquerors over the 
paleſtines. All the people, when they heard him 
ay this, were moved with tender concern and 
compaſſion for him, and ſwore that they would 
not ſuffer him to die, who was the principal 
W cauſe of the late fo glorious a victory. Pur- 
Want to this oath of theirs, they preſerved 
W him from the penalty of his father's execra- 
Von, and offering their vows to God for him, 


70 


WOAMUEL coming to Saul, informs him 
that he was ſent by the command of God, 
o admoniſh him, that ſince he had made him 
ing, in preference to all others, it was his in- 
Wcumbent duty to obey him, who was the Lord, 
Wand had the empire of all nations under his 
Wpower ; being not only lord over his, but all 
ther kingdoms. Samuel further ſaid, that 
od had thus ſpoke to him, Becauſe the Ama- 
Wekires had inflicted many calamities upon the 
Hebrews in the wilderneſs, when they were come 


berein they now dwell; I therefore command 
ul to declare war againſt them, and when he 
„overcome them, not to leave one remaining 
e among them, but put all to the ſword, 
F what age ſoever, both women and children, 
Ling vengeance upon them for the calamities 
Wy had brought upon our forefathers Aud 
Wor cover, not to ſpare the aſſes, or the ſheep, 
/ greedy cœvetouſneſs, or to enlarge our poſ- 
on,, but to ſacrifice all to God, and entirely 
lot ont the name of the Amalekites, accord- 
0 the commandment of Moyſes. 
aul having heard Samuel declare himſelf 
er this manner, promiſed to perform all theſe 
mmands; for he now thought that his obe- 
Pence to God did not conſiſt chiefly in his 
ading the army againſt the Paleſtines, but in 
$ diſcovering a readineſs and diligence ſo to 
|. Whereupon he muſtered all his forces, 
Pp reviewed them at G/gal, when he found 
army of four hundred thouſand men, exclu- 
þ of the tribe of Fudah, which alone con- 
of thirty thouſand. Sau! having made 
road into the country of the Amalekites, 
A {everal of his companies in ambuſcade 
the river of Jordan, deſigning not only 
age them in open battle, but to fall 
them by ſurprize, and ſo ſurrounding 


in che narrow paſſes, to put them to the 
12 


— 1e Jeivs, 


but of Egypt, and travelled into that country 


129 
they earneſtly beſought the Almighty to par- 
don his offence. „„ „ 

Saul having lain ſixty thouſand of the eng- 
mies, returned to his capital, and reigned af- 
terwards very peaceably ; the Ammonites, Mo- 
abites, Paleſtines, Iuumæans, Amalekites, and 
the king of Soba, being ſubdued by him. He 
had three ſons, Forathan, Iſbui (or Feſus) and 
Melchiſhua (or Melchiſus) and two daughters, 
Merab and Michal. The captain of his hoſt 
was named Abner, the ſon of Ver, uncle of 
Saul. Ner, and Kiſh his father, were bro- 
thers, and ſons of Abiel. Saul had a great 
number of chariots, and abounded in horſes, 
and with whomſoever he engaged, he always 
came off a conqueror. He brought the affairs 
of the Hebrews into a proſperous condition, 
and kept them in much peace and quiet, ex- 
tending the power of his nation over the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms ; and taking into his body- 
guard all young men, who were remarkable for 
their tallneſs and ſtoutneſs of body. 


CHAP. VII. 


Saul waging War with the Amalekites, becomes viforious. 


ſword. When the encounter began, the enemy 
retreated, and Saul purſuing them, flew them 
all to a man. 

After this attempt had ſucceeded ſo proſpe- 


rouſly, according to the Divine Prediction, he 


then invaded the cities of the Amalekites, 
taking ſome by ſtratagem, ſome by minings, 
others by ſtorm, and reducing ſeveral others 
after various ways. Moreover, he flew all the 
women and children, and ſuppoſed that in this 


action he committed no cruelty, or any 1 


repugnant to human nature. For firſt he judge 
them his open enemies, and next he was en- 
joined by God to the enterprize, in the obey- 
ing and performing of which, he imagined no 
danger would enſue. Beſides, he took Agag 
their King captive, whoſe beauty and ſtately 
preſence he ſo admired, that he thought him 
worthy to be preſerved ; in this action not 
obeying the command of God, but giving way 
to his own tender pity and affection, which in 
this caſe proved fatal ro him : For God hated 
the nation of the Amalekites to that degree, 
that he had expreſsly commanded the very in- 
fants (towards whom we are generally moſt 
compaſſionate) to be put to the ſword. How- 
ever Saul ſpared Agag, the author of all the 
calamities that had befallen the Hebrews, In 
like manner alſo the people tranſgreſſed: For 
they not only e ee the aſſes and the ſheep, 
but took them away, contrary to the expreſs 
Word of the Almighty, not to ſave any of 
them; but they deſtroyed all thoſe things 
which they reckoned not worth keeping. 

After Saul had thus put to the ſword all the 
Amalekites, as far as from 9 ae in Ægypt, 
to the Red-/ea, he then laid waſte all the 
country, ſparing only the nation of the Sici- 
mites (or Kenites) who dwelt in the midſt of 
the land of Midian. Saul, before he began 
this war, ſent meſſengers to theſe people, with 


orders 
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orders to retire, leaſt the calamity of the Ama- 
Jekites ſhould fall upon them. The reaſon why 
Saul did not meddle with them, was, becauſe 
Raguel, father-in-law of Moſes, was their 
countryman. . | : 
Faul, a while after this, returned home tri- 
umphing and rejoicing at the ſucceſſes he had 
met with; as if he had omitted nothing of all 
thoſe things which Samuel had enjoined him to 
erform, when he ſhould wage the war againſt 
the Amalekites ; and as if the obtaining this 
victory had put an end to all that he was com- 
manded to do upon his enemies. But God was 
angry that Agag was ſpared, and that the ſheep 
were carried away by the people contrary to 
his expreſs order; for he looked upon it as a 
high indignity againſt him, that when he had 
beſtowed upon Sau courage, by which means 
he had overcome his enemies, he ſhould now 
contemn him, and not pay him that obedience 
which a temporal king wonld require and ex- 
pect. Wherefore he ſpoke to the prophet 
 Samnel, and told him, that it repented him 
that he had made Saul king; ſince he had not 


only diſobeyed his commands, but had done 


ſeveral things according to his own will and 
pleaſure. Samuel having heard God ſpeak thus, 


was ſorely troubled, and reſolved to beſeech 


him all the night, to reſtore Sau, to his favour, 
and turn away the anger he had conceived againſt 
him. But the Almighty, though the propher 
made ftrong interceſſions, would by no means 
pardon Sau; for he thought it unjuit to forgive 
ſuch an offence, as the king had been guilty of 
through others perſuaſions; and too much in- 
dulgence, eſpecially of thoſe againſt whom the 
ſin was acted, giving encouragement for the 
commiſſion of greater offences. Samuel there- 
fore, finding that his prayers were uneffectual, 
and that God would not alter his purpoſe, went 
betimes in the morning to Saul at Gilgal, who 
ſeeing him, ran to meet him, and having ſaluted 
him, ſaid, I return thanks to God for having 
© piven me the victory. Moreover, I have per- 
formed all that he hath enjoined me to do.“ 
To this the prophet replied, © How comes it 
© to paſs then that I hear the bleatings of ſheep, 
and the braying of aſſes in the tents.* Sa 
anſwered, 'I hat the people had reſerved them 
for ſacriticcs ; but the whole nation of the Ama- 
lekites, in obedience to rhe command of God, 
was entirely conquered and routed out, not one 
remaining alive, except Agag their king, whom 


he had took captive, and was willing to pre- 


ſerve him; But, added Saul, Iam content to 
„ adviſe with thee what we ſhall do with him.“ 
Samuel again replied, © That God was not ſo 
much delighted in ſacrifice or burnt-offerings, 
bur with righteouſneſs and juſtice, and the 
actions of good men : For theſe are they who 


commands; believing that they can do no- 
thing right, but what God enjoins them. For 
let me acquaint thee, that the Almighty is 
not contemned, in delaying to ſacrifice, but 
when his word is diſobeyed and flighted : 
Thoſe who reject him, and do not give him 
the worſhip due to his Majeſty, are diſpleaſing 
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yield obedience to his will, and perform his 


© to him, let them offer u 
© many, and the deareſt ſacrifices, or make pre- 
* ſents to him, the moſt exquiſite in gold and 


A 


© countenance, and makes their offerings an 
* argument of their wickedneſs, and not of 
* their piety. That perſon, who alone minds 
and purſues what he has once commanded 
and had rather ſuffer death, than in the leaf: 
« violate his injunction, is God's great delight 
© and at his hands he requires no ſacrifice, For 
let the offering be what it will, if it be done 
* with a pure heart unfeignedly, it is accepted. 
da poor man being admitted oftner than the 
* moſt rich and wealthy. Therefore know 
© that God is greatly incenſed againſt thee, for 
g 
c 
o 
« 
c 
0 
5 
c 
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having deſpiſed and rejected his poſitive com. 


mand. Now, how canſt thou imagine that 
he will regard thy ſacrifice, which is made of 
thoſe things that he had deſtined for deſtruc- 
tion; unleſs thou thinkeſt that he will have 
the ſame thing become a ſacrifice, which at 
the fame time he would have deſtroyed : I 
tell thee therefore, that he will take away 
both thy kingdom and power from thee? 
Upon ſay ing this, Sau] made an open declara- 


tion of his ſin, and confeſſed he had done wrong- 
fully, and that the prophet's command had 
been diſregarded by him. That his not pro- 


hibiting, and reſtraining his ſoldiers from car- 


rying away the ſpoil, was done through a cer« 


tain fear which his men ſtruck into him. Bur, 
ſaid he, Samuel, I pray thee to pardon me, 
and ſhow thyſelf merciful towards me, and 
for the future, I will be cautious how I fin 
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turn back again, bur ſtay a little, cill I have 
© made a peace- offering to God.“ Notwith- 
« ſtanding this declaration which Saul made to 
him, Samuel reſolved to go, for he perceived 
no hopes that God would any more have favour 
for him. _ | 

Saul, being very earneſt to detain Samuel, 
took hold of the skirt of his mantle, and pul- 
ling it with more force than uſual, as the pro- 
phet made haſte to depart, rent it : Where- 
upon Samuel told him, That in like manner 
© his kingdom ſhould be rent from him, and 
ga greater and juſter man poſſeſs it. That 
© God had ſo decreed it, who was immutable, 
© and could not change his reſolutions, as was 
* cuſtomary with the frailty of man.” Saul 
again ſaid, © He had ſinned, and what he had 
© committed could not now be remedied : 
© Wherefore he prayed him to honour him be- 
* fore the elders of the people, and accompany 
him to worſhip God.“ Samuel yielded to this 
importunate deſire of Saul, and went with him 


to facrifice. A while after ag, the king of 


the Amalekites, was brought before Samuel, 
who ſaying, © That the bitterneſs of death was 
* ſurely paſt, the prophet ſpoke to him thus; 
As thy ſword has made women childleſs, ſo 
* ſhall thy mother be childleis among women.“ 
Whereupon he hewed him in pieces before the 
Lord in Gilgal; after which he returned back 
to Ramah. 
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How Saul after be bad diſobeyed the Commands of the Prophet, Samuel made Choice 
of -another Perſon 30 be King, named David, by the immediate Appoint mant of God. 


$4 UL being at length ſenſible of the many 


calamities he ſhould undergo, becauſe he 
had now made God his enemy, went up to h1s 
palace at Gibeah,' (which by interpretation, 
ſignifieth a Hill,) and from that time never 
more came into the preſence of the prophet. 
Samuel was exceedingly ſorrowſul for Saul ; 
whereupon God commanded him to grieve no 
longer, but to fill his horn with oil, and go to 
Bethlehem, unto Jeſſe the ſon of Obed, and anoint 
one of his ſons there, whom he had provided, 
and would diſcover to him, to'be king. Ha- 
ving ſpoke to this effect Samuel acquainted the 
Almighty that he was very much atraid, when 
$44] ſhould come to hear of it, that he would 


either clandeſtinely, or by open violent means, 


kill him. Hereupon God promiſing him that he 
ſhould be kept in ſafety, he went to the place 
above-mentioned. * At his arrival every one 
paid him great reſpects, and enquired the cauſe 


f his coming. Samuel told them, That he was 


come thither to perform ſacrifice ; which when he 


had finiſhed, he called Feſſe and his ſons to par- 


take of the feaſt, and ear. Now when they were 
come, he looked upon the eldeſt, who was tall 


and very comely, ſo that from his beautiful 


appearance, he imagined that he was to be the 
king. But in this he miſtook the purpoſe of 
God : For a little time after enquiring of him, 
whether this young man whom he had admired 
was not the perſon he was to anoint with the 
facred oil, as judging him worthy of the king- 
dom; he was anſwere1, © The Lord ſeeth not 
cas man ſeeth; for thou looking on the outward 
appearance of the youth, fancieſt him worthy to 
© be king on that account. But I do not beſtow a 
© kingdom as due to the merit of a perſon's 
© handſome figure or ſhape, but as a reward of the 
© virtuous qualifications of the mind. Wherefore 1 
© look unto that man, who is perfect in piety and 
« juſtice,and courage and meek gelt, virtues which 
truly conſtitute the beaut ies of the mind. God 
having ſpoke thus, Samuel commanded Feſſe to 
bring his ſons betore him, upon which he made 
ſeven of them to paſs. before him, the eldeſt of 
whom was called Eliab, the ſecond, Aminadab, 
the third Shammah, the fourth, Nathaneel, the 
fifth, Rae/ and the ſixth Aſam. Samuel beholding 
theſe likewiſe, but ſeeing them not in the leait 
to yield ro the eldeſt in beauty, asked God, 
if he would chuſe any one of theſe to be king, 
to which anſwer was made, None of them. 
Whereupon Samuel asked Feſſe, it he had any 
more children? To which having replied, that 


there was one more remaining, the youngeſt 


of all, who was called David, but he was a 
ſhepherd, and now looking after the ſheep: 

pon this Samuel faid, ſend and fetch him, tor 
we will not fit down till he come hither. When 


The Elders of the Town 


anſwered Peaceably. I am com 


to provide him ſuch a perſon, 


David, who was ſent for by his father, was 
come, (the youth was ruddy, and wit hal of a 
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to,) 
Samuel ſpoke ſoftly to himſelf, and ſaid, this is 
he whom the lord hath appointed to be king: 
Whereupon he ſat down, placing the youth next 
to himſelf, and after him Jeſſe, and his other 
ſons. When he had fo done, Samuel took im- 
mediately the horn of oil and anointed David, 
ſaying thus: This is the ſign, whereby thou 
© ſhalt know that God hath choſen thee king. 
© Now I pray thee purſue juſtice, and obey the 
© commandments of the Almighty, ſo ſhall thy 
© kingdom remain to thee for a long time, and 
© thy houſe become tamous and honourable : 
Thou ſhalt moreover vanquiſh in battle the 
* Paleftines, and with whatſoever nation thou 
© ſhalt wage war, thou ſhalt always become 
© victorious, renowned, procuring to thy ſelf 
© in thy life time great glory and honour, and 
© leaving to poſterity a name famous for piety 
and high atchievments.” 
Samuel having ſpoken thus, roſe up, and went 
to Ramah. Now the ſpirit of the Lord de- 
parted from Saul, and paſſed over to David; 
upon which he began to propheſy. Saul was 
troubled with an evil ſpirit, and a great per- 
turbation in his ſoul rormented him in ſo 
cruel a manner, that his phyſicians were at a 
loſs what 'medicines to preſcribe to him for 
eaſe in his preſent malady; but they ad- 
viſed him to ſeek out ſome man, skilled 
in decantations, and who was a cunning player 
on an harp, That when rhe evil ſpirit from God 
was come upon him, the muſician might ſtand 
cloſe to his head, and repear verſes to his harp 
that might do him good, and in ſome meaſure 
revive him. This advice being approved of 
by Saul, he immediately ordered his ſervants 
Upon this one 
of the ſervants in waiting ſaid, I have ſeen a 
ſon of Feſſe the Bethleemite, that is cunning 
in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and 4 
man of war, and prudent in matters, and a 
comely perſon, and the Lord is with him. Saul 
upon this, ſent meſſengers unto Feſſe, and ſaid, 
dend me David thy ſon, who is with the ſheep, 
that I may look upon him, for I have heard 
great things of him and his comelineſs. Here- 
upon Jeſſe, giving preſents to David his ſon 
tor Saul, ſent him ro him, who when he was 


come ſtanding before him, he loved him greatly, 


and he became his armour- bearer which vas a poſt 
of mighty honour. Now it came to paſs, when 
the evil ſpirit of God was upon Saul, that Da- 
vid tool his harp,and played upon it, and repeat- 
ed verſes, by means of which he proved the beſt 
phyſician Sau had, ſo that he was refreſhed, and 
was well, and the evil ſpirit departed from him. 


upon this trembled at his coming, and ſaid Comeſt thou Peaceably ? And he 
e ro Sacrifice uuto the Lord, (| Thus the Scripture. ] 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Ho the Paleſtines wndercook another Expedition againſt the Hebrews, while Saul 
was yet reigning : And bow, after David bad «lain Goliath, they departed with g - 


great Overthrow. 


N a few days after this, the Pale/tines ga- 
I' thered themſelves together, and muſtered a 

large army, declaring war againſt the Hraelites, 
and pitched between Shoe hoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-Dammim. And Saul led his army out 
againſt them, and ſat down with his men upon 
a certain mountain, cauſing the Paleſtines to 
remove from their firſt incampment, and to 
take another mountain over againſt him. The 
army ſet it ſelf in a battle array, in a valley be- 


tween them. Now there came down from the 


camp of the Paleſti nes, a certain champion, 


named Goliath of the city of Gath, (or Gitta, 


whoſe vaſt heighth was four cubits and a ſpan. 
(Six, the Text ſays.) The arms he wore were 
every way proportionable to the magnitude of 
his body ; for he was armed with a coat of 
mail, weighing five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, 
he had an helmet of braſs upon his head, and 
greaves of braſs upon his legs of a huge cir- 
cumference, and fit to cover his large limbs; 
the ſtaff of his ſpear was like a weavers beam, 
the head whereof weighed ſix hundred ſhekels 
of iron, * And many bearing his ſhield followed 
him. When this Goliath was come between 
the two armies, he flood, and making a vaſt 


ſthour, cried aloud to Saul, and to the Hebrews, 


ſaying, I am he who will deliver you from 
© danger, and the hazard of a battle. What 
c necetſity hath obliged us to ſet our men in 
battle array, and to undergo the chance of 
war? Chooſe you a man, that he and I may 
fight together, and the agreement ſhall be, 
that who of us two ſhall overcome, the van- 
quiſhed with his people ſhall be ſervants to 
the conquerour and his people. For it is 
much better, and more adviſable to do this 
which will hazard only the life of one, than 
to engage in a battle, which may bring all 
into ruin.“ Having 
to his camp. But the next day he came down 
again, and made the ſame confident challenge, 
and continued to proclaim it for the ſpace of 
forty days ſucceſſively. Theſe daring bluſtrings 
of Gohath, ſtruck a pannick into Saul and the 
army. Now both the hoſts were put in battle 
array, but came not as yet to any open engage- 
ment. | 
This war breaking out between the Hebrews 
and the Pale/tines, Saul ſent David back to his 
father Fe//e,and contended himfelt with his three 
other ſons, whom he made his companions in 
the war, But David went to Bethlehem to feed 
his father's ſheep. Yer in a little time after he 
ſent him back again to the camp of the Hebrews, 
with proviſion for his brothers, and to know how 
they fared. Now Goliath continued (as I ſaid be- 
tore) his coming out of the camp, and giving the 
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* In S. L. And one bearing his Shield went before him. 
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therefore altogether unable to engage with fo 


thus ſpoke, he returned 
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ſame defying challenge to the Hebrews, and up- 
braiding them with cowardice, ſaying, That 
none of them had heart or courage enough to 
fight with him. David (as he was a talking 
with his brethern about what his father had 
commanded him, ) heard how the Paleftine inſo- 
lently carried himſelf towards the Hebrews, and oy 
impudently provoked any one of them to fight 
with him, was highly incenſed at the giants 
blaſphemous audaciouſneſs, and told his bro- 
thers that he himſelt was ready to fight Goliath 
in ſingle combat. Eliab, the eldeſt brother of 
David, hearing him ſpeak thus, upbraided him, 
and told him that he was too adventurous and 
daring for one of his years, and little under. 
ſtood what it was he was going to undertake, 
but bid him to return to his flocks, or go to 
his father. David fearing his brother's anger, 
left him, and made his deſire of fighting with 
the Paleſtine known to ſome ſoldiers: It ſoon 
reached the ears of Saul, who ordered him to 
be brought before him, and enquiring of him 
what he had to ſay, David anſwered, ?Do not 
© be caſt down, O king! For I will bring down 
the pride of this inſulting enemy. I will fight 
* with him,and though he appears of ſo monſtrous 
© a heighth, and ſuchemboldened courage, I do 
© not tear but I ſhall be able to ſubdue him, by 
© which means he ſhall become a ſcorn and ri- 
a 
c 


dicule amongſt all, but thy army ſhall obtain 
much glory therefrom. For one that is no way 
Skilled in war, ſtrength to cope with this 
champion, but is a meer boy,ſhall overcome him. 
Saul admiring the intrepidity and ftoutneis 
of that Spirit, which David ſhewed on this oc- 
caſion, could hardly give credit to his boaſting 
words, but concluded him too young, and 


formidable an adverſary. Py 
Wereupon, David ſaid thus, I promiſe my- 
« ſelf, who put my only truſt in God, that! 
© ſhall overcome this defying champion, having 
© already had experienced the Divine Aſſiſtance. 
© For once, as a lion ſer upon my flocks, and 
© ſnatched away a lamb, I purſued, and caught 
© him,and reſcued the lamb out of his jaws ; and 
© when he aroſe againſt me, I laid hold of his 
© tail, and ſmote him, and ſlew him, and the 
« ſame revenge I took upon a Bear. Now I doubt 
© not bur to do with this uncircumiſed Philiſtine 
as I have done with the lion and the be Wye 
© That no more he ſhall defie the armies of tis 
* Iſraelites, or reproach the living God, but Wl 
© that he will give him up into my hands. 
Hereupon, Sau! beſeeching God that a Bt 
things might ſucceed according to the promiſi Wn 
hopes of David, ſaid, Go, and the. Lord be wit! Wi 
thee. After which, Saul put an helmet of braß 
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n his/head; and girded him with his own 

nee put 18 ot mail upon him, and 

with theſe he aſſayed to go. But David 1" 

ing burthened with the armour, for as yet he 
4s had not been trained up to military gierige 
T nor learned to wear armour, ſaid, O king, the 0 
« accourrements become thee, who art able to 
« wear them; but let me, who am thy ſervant, 
« undertake the fight as I think beit.“ Upon 
this he put off the armour, and taking his ſtaft 
jn his hand, he choſe five fmooth ſtones out of 
the brook, and pur them into a ſhepherd's bag 
which he had, even, in a ſcrip, and took his 
ſling in his right hand, he drew near to the 
Philiftine, But when Goliath faw him coming 
towards him in this manner, he diſdained him, 

and jeered him, ſaying, © Thou comes to fight 
« with me, not with arms ſuch as are cuſtomary 

© to engage men with, but with ſtones which are 
« thrown at dogs. Doſt thou take me to be a dog, 
and not a man?* Jo this David anſwer'd, 
« That he thought him very unlike to a man, 
© and much worſe than a dog.“ This ſaying exaſ- 
PEA perated Goliath to that degree, that his rage 
boiled within him, and made him ſwear by his 
. ods, and to ſay, Come to me, and J will give 
« thy fleſh to the fowls of the air, and to the 

' © beaſts of the field.“ To this David replied, 
Thou comeſt to me with a ſword, and with a 

« ſpear, and with a ſhicld, but I come to thee 1n 

© the name of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the 

\ © armies of rael, whom thou haſt defied ; this 
« day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, 

c 211d I will ſmite thee, and take thine head from 

C thee, and 1 will give the carcaſſes of the hoſt 

© of the Paleftines this day unto the fowls of the 

© air, and to the wild beaſts of the earth, that 
* all the earth may know that there is a Gop in 


entrapping him, promiſes to 


* 


DHE envy of Saul began now to appear, 
| and this was the cauſe: The women ran 
out to meet king Saul and the army returning 
triumphant from the ſlaughter, with ſinging and 
dancing, with tabrets, with joy, and with in- 
ſtruments of muſick, ſaying, Saul has flain his 
thouſands ; but the virgins anſwered, David 
hath put to the ſword his ten thouſands. Theſe 
= tings coming to the ears of Saul, it vexed 
him, to think that ſo many thouſands ſhould 
be aſcribed to him, who was but a youth, and 
9 few ro him himſelf their king, imagining in 

his breaſt; chat after ſuch large acclamations 
beſtowed upon David, nothing leſs. than the 
kingdom would ſuffice to recompence his ac- 
tons. Whereupon he grew fearful and jealous, 

and removing him from his poſt of being 
armwour-bearer, (which by its nearneſs to his 
bc Een made him very uneaſy,) he made him 
us captain over a thouſand, which indeed was 
= * 57 place, and what Sau Jeſteemed ſafer 
- N. 13, , ; 3 Ch | 
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Iſrael? And all this aſſembly ſhall know; that 
© the Lord faveth - not with ſword; and ſpear, 
© (for the battle is the Lord's; ) and he will give 
you into our hands.” Gbliath being hindred 
with the maſſy and heavy armour about him, 
drew flowly towards David, reproaching and' 
diſdaining him, and rely ing on his own ſtrength, 
that with the utmoſt eaſe he ſhould kill him, 
who was not only unarmed, but in age a meer 
But David putting his truſt in his ſure helper} 
God, ran to meet his antagoniſt, and putting 

his hand into his bag, and taking from thence 
one of the ſtones, he {lang it, and ſmote the 
Paleſtine in the forehead, that the fone ſunk 
into his forehead, and he fell upon his face to 
the earth. David ſeeing this; ran to Goliath, 
and ſtood upon him as he lay on the ground, 
and drawing his ſword out of the theath, as 
having none of his own, he ſlew him, and cut 
oft his head therewith. The Paleſtines behold- 
ing their champion proſtrate on the ground, 
fled; for now the man upon whom all their 
hopes relied, being vanquiſhed, they, ſtruck 
with the deepeſt conſternation, durſt not 
hazard themſelves in a battle, but endeavour'd 
to avoid all danger, by caſting themſelves into 
a cowardly and ignominious flight. Hereupon 
Saul, and all the men of 1/7ae/ aroſe, ſhouting, 
and purſued them, ſlaying a great number of 
them, till they came as far as Gath, and the 
gates of Ekron, Of the Paleſtines, in this 
engagement, about thirty thouſand, and twice 


that number was wounded. Sau] going to 


their camp, utterly ſpoiled it, and burnt down 
their places of defence. But David carried 
the head of Goliath into his tent, and conſe- 
crated his ſword to God. | "i 


nk 
Saul envie David's late Succeſſes and great Exploits; and ſeeking an Oppor 
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tunity of 


 grve him his Daughter in Marriage, on Condition be 
would bring bim fix hundred Heads of the Paleſtines. | 


for him; for he had fixed a reſolution of ſend- 
ing him upon the moſt dangerous enterprizes, 
that ſo he might at one time or other be lain, 
David managed his affairs with a conſtant 
run of ſucceſs, for he found that God was with 
him in whatſoever he undertook. The people 
beholding this, and admiring the greatneſs of 
his courage, extremely loved him, his deeds 
and actions: At the ſame time prevailing ſo 
far over the affections of the daughter of Saul, 
that ſhe diſcover'd manifeſt marks of her love 
towards him. Her, father early became ac- 
quainted with the affair, aud ſeem'd no way 
averſe to his daughter's inclination. for David; 
whereupon he declared himſelf very ready to 
give her to him in marriage, as ſuppoſing that 
this would prove the happy means of his ruin. 
For (ſaid he,) I will promiſe to marry m 


daughter to him, on condition that he bring me 
an hundred * heads of the Paleſtines; for David 
will be very defirous to undertake ſo hardy an 

L1 © enter= 
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© enterprize, as coticluding that he ſhall purchaſe 
* orear glory thereby; but I hope the Paleſtines 
« will deſtroy him; then all my fears about him 
« will be over, for I want to be rid of him. By 
this means he will fall; not by my own hand but 


' © by the hand of the Philiſtines. Having ſpoken 


thus, he commanded his ſervants to ſound the 
inclinations of David; and try how he ftood 
affected towards marriage with his daughter. 
In obedience hereunto, they went and com- 
muned with him, faying, © That the king, and 
« all the people loved him; and that Saul was de- 
«© Grous to make him his ſon-in-law, To which 
David made this anſwer. * Seemeth it to you a 
« light thing to be a king's ſon-in-law? For my 
© part I do not; ſeeing I am a poor man, and 
< lightly eſteem'd.” Saul having received this 
anſwer from David, by his ſervants, faid, Tell 


him, I deſire no money, or any dowry ; for that 


< would be rather a ſelling of my daughter, than 
© a placing her out; but to wed her to a ſon- in- 
law, in whom appear the moſt evident ſigus of 
« courage, and all other virtuous accompliſh- 
< ments; that my earneſt deſire is, that this mar- 
© riage may not be bought with ſilver or gold, 
© bur with fix hundred heads of the Paleſtines, 
© as 4 revenge upon them ; for he cannot do an 

© thing more noble, or acceptable to me than 
© this; and to wed my daughter to ſuch aperſon, 


CHAP. III. 


How David, by the Care of Jonathan, and the Contrivance of his Wife Michal, wal 
deliver d from the Snares of Saul, and got to the Prophet Samuel. 


Otwithſtanding this marriage, the actions 
of David did not long fit eaſy in the 
mind of Saul; who perceiving, that not only 
God was with him, but that the whole people 
bore him great reſpe&, he began afreſh to 
fear him. And being unable to conceal his 
uneaſineſs, (for he ſappoſed, that both his 
kingdom and life were in danger, the loſs of 
either being a great hardſhip to part with) 
he refolved to have him diſpatched ſome 
way or other : Upon which he commanded his 
fon Jonathan, and ſome of his moſt truſty ſer- 
vants, to cut him off. Jonat hau was ſurprized 
at hearing this ſudden alteration in his father's 
mind, with reſpect to David, that, when he 


had bur a little before ſhown himſelf fo bene- 


volent and great a friend to him, he ſhould 
now ſtrive to put him to death; out of a 
morive of love to David, and an admiration 
of his virtue and courage, went and diſcloſed 
to him the ſecret purpoſe of his father, ad- 
viſing him to take care of himſelf, keep out 
of the way, and abide in ſome ſecret place un- 
til the morning. That, as for himſelf, he 
would go in pretence of a viſit to his father, 
and taking an opportunity of diſcourſing with 
him, he would learn the reaſon of his anger 

ainſt him, and endeayour to ſweeten him by 
all the expoſtulations he was maſter of; namely, 
That it was very unjuſt for ſuch an offence 
as his to put him to death, who had done the 
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of the Paleſtines, he returned to the king, and 


nanted between them. Saul having 8 
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t will prove a mort deſirable ſervice than the 
« greateſt dowry he can bring her; beſide; the 

© teſtimony he will N of his victo 

© over my enemies, will add to his high and «x. 

t alted Character. OY 


| Theſe words of Sau? being reported to 


and not ſuſpecting but that Saul's intention 
was honeſt, and only calculated to confirm a 
ſtricter tye of Hodred between them, little 
conſidering the difficulty of the action he was 
to perform, or whether it was practicable or 9 5 
not; whereupon he with his men went out to N 
meet the enemy, in order to execute what vas 
deſir d, and to obtain the marriage. God, who 
made every thing eaſy and glorious to him. 
cauſed him to kill a great number, and having 
under his aſſiſtance taken * fix hundred heads 


David, he ſeem'd greatly delighted with them, 


demanded him to perform the marriage as Cove. 


now whereby to evade and break his promiſe 
with him, (for he eſteem'd it a baſe thing, 
either to feem guilty of a falſhood to him, & 
now, that he had promiſed the marriage, he 
ſhould at laſt deceive him, who had expoſed him- 
ſelf even to the hazard of his life, by underta- 
king an exploit the moſt difficult and danger. 
ous,) gave him his daughter Mic hal to wife, 


people ſo many good offices and benefits. And 
as for his father's part, he would acquaint him, 
that himſelf was the moſt indebted to him of 
all men, fo that if his tranſgreſſion was of the 
moſt flagrant nature, yet it was but juſtice to 


pardon him. But of theſe things, I will mae 


fully certify thee, when I ſee thee. David, 
upon Fozatban's ſpeaking thus, followed his 
557 advice, and departed, and did not ſee 
aul. | 

Jonathan the next day went to his father, 
and finding him in a good pleaſant humour, 
began to diſcourſehim in the following manner: 
Is there any offence either great or ſmall, m 
father, that David hath committed agai 
© thee, for which thou thinkeſt he deſerves to diet 
* Hath not thy life in great meaſure been ov- 
© 1ng to him? And have not the Paleftines in a 
© more ſenſible manner felt his avenging arm? Be: 
© fides, hath he not freed the Hebrews from tis 
© opprobrious ſcorns and contumelies they ſu- 
* ſtain'd for forty days, when he alone, of all thy 
«© ſervants, adventur d to engage with the molk 
© daring of thy enemies, and afterwards brought 
© to thee ſo many heads of the Paleſtines, which 
were enjoyn'd him by thee, and whom tho 
* rewardeſt with giving my ſiſter in marriage t 
© him? Wherefore, if he muſt ſuffer death by thy 
© command, the loſs of him will prove the more 
* lamented, both upon the account of his mag- 
* namity, and great virtues, and that tie of 55 
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« Jred which has now made dim ſo united be- 
« — 1 us. If he muſt die, thy daughter 12 
« tainly will follow him, who then, before 4 
« has experienced the comforts and bleſſings - 
© a wedded life, will be made an afflicted and 
« deſolate widow. I expoſtulate thus freely with 
© thee, that ſo I perſuade thee to ſhew a more 
. tender regard towards him, and not to hurt a 
« perſon, who in the firſt place, has given thee 
« {ach evident marks of his affection as well as 
« duty, in driving away that diſturbance from 


thy mind, and reſtoring peace to it, when the 


- 


« 2 7714 Was upon thee 5 and in the next 
. N taking revenge-ijpon thine enemies; 
« the forgetfulneſs of which benefits would be 
very prejudicial to thee. Theſe words wrought 
ſo much upon Saul, and touched his heart, that 
he became another man. Hearkening therefore 
unto the voice of Jonathan, he ſwore, As the 
Lord liveth he fhall not be ſlain, nor any hurt 
by his means ſhould fall upon David : When 
Jonathan ſaw he had thus overcome his father 8 
apprehenſions, he ſent for David, and acquaint- 
ed him that he need not fear any thing II now 
from his father, for he had appeaſed him ; upon 
which, he went with him = mes he was 
zn his preſence as in times paſt. 5 
am tor after this, the Paleftines brought 
another army into the field againſt the Hebrews ; 
upon which David, by the command of Saul, 
march'dwitha mighty hoſtreſolvingto give them 
battle, and ſtraightway falling on, made a terri- 
ble ſlaughter of them, and afterwards return'd 
victorious. But Saul did not receive the news 
of this ſucceſs with that chearfulneſs as David 
expected from him, but rather ſhowed himſelt 
very melancholy and dejected at it, thinking 
that theſe great exploits of his would prove 
| prejudicial to his quiet and repoſe. It happen- 
ed, that when the evi /pirit from the Lord was 
upon Saul, he ſent for David to be brought 
into his bed-chamber, where holding a javelin 
in his hand, he commanded him to play and 
repeat verſes to his muſick *. 
upon began to play; but when the king reach- 
ing out the javelin to throw it, and he perceiv- 
ing the aim to be at himſelf, he flipt away, 
and avoided the ftroke, and fled into his houſe 
wherein he continued all that day, | 
Hereupon Saul in the night ſent ſome per- 
ſons to keep cloſe watch upon him, till the 
morning, leſt he ſhould ſo conceal himſelf 
as to make his eſcape ; giving them orders at 
the ſame time to bring him to juſtice where 
he might receive ſentence of death. Mi- 
chal, the wife of David and daughter of 
Saul, underſtanding this fatal reſolution of her 
father, went to him, and being much diſtracted 
between hope and fear, and very ſollicitous 
about her own life, as thinking it an impoſſi- 
bility for her to live, if ſhe were deprived 
of him, faid, © Take care, leſt the ſun beholds 
* thee in this place to morrow, for it will prove 
© the laſt time if it does. 
© the darkneſs of the night will permit, and God 
: be thy conductor. For know, it thou be catch'd, 
m) father will certainly ſiay thee. After ſay- 
ing this, ſhe let him Gi through the caſe. 
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iquities of the Jews, 


David here- 


Fly therefore, whither 


* This Paſſage in ſome Matters diſagrees with the Holy Writ, 
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ment of the window in his chamber, by means 
whereof he that night preſerved himſelf,” But 
a little while after, his wife made the bed 
as if he lay ſick in it; and when her father > 
early in the morning had ſent meſſengers for 
David, ſhe put a goat's liver therein, and ac- 
quainted them that her husband was very ill, 
and all the night had been very uneaſy and 
reſtleſs. And to confirm her words, ſhe ſhowed 
them the bed, which gained credit with them; 
for the liver being warm, and heaving up the- 
bedcloaths, made them imagine that it was 
David, Who in that manner moved, As ſoon 
as the king came to hear by the meſſengers 
that David had been ill all that night, he com- 
manded them to go back and bring him as ill 
as he was to him, for he reſolved to put him 
to death. Upon this they went again to the 
chamber, where opening the bed, they found 
out the artilice of Michal, and immediately 
returned and told Saul. Whereupon he re- 
proved his daughter for preſerving his enemy 
and deceiving him. Michal very cunningly 


excuſed herſelf, and ſaid, That being put in 


© fear of her own life from David her husband, 
© and ſceing ſhe was oblig*d to afford him this to 
© ſave his, for which reaſon he ought to forgive 
© her, for helping him to make his eſcape, not 
© yoluntarily but by compulſion.” And faid the 
further, © I cannot imagine, father, why thou art 
© ſo defirous of the death of thine enemy, and of 
© my preſent peace and repoſe.” Saul hearing his 
daughter declare herſelf thus, pardoned her. 
But David having made his eſcape, went to 
the prophet Samuel at Ramah, to whom he 
laid open all the ſnares Saul had prepar'd for 
him. How he was very near being killed by 
a javelin thrown at him. That he had not 
been guilty of any crime againſt his perſon, 
nor had behaved himſelf unworthily when he 
fought his enemies, over whom God had bleſſed 
him, in making him victorious, and that rhis 
was the only cauſe of his hatred towards him. 
Samuel underſtanding by this remonſtrance of 
David, how wickedly Sau acted towards him, 
took and carried him to a place called Ga- 
baath +, where they dwelt 2 ſome time. But 
Saul coming to hear that David was with the 
propher, ſtratghtway ſent meſſengers with orders 


to take him, and bring him before him. The 


meſſengers going to Samuel, and falling into 
the company of the prophets, began to propheſy 
with them, the Spirit of God overſhadowing 
them. Saul being made acquainted with this, 
diſpatched other meſſengers to apprehend him, 
and they propheſied alſo as the former had 
done: Upon this he ſent meſſengers the third 
time, who likewiſe propheſying, he became 


very wroth, and haſtened thither himſelf; bur 


coming near to Galbaath, Samuel, before he 
ſaw him, cauſed him in like manner to pro- 
pheſy. Saul upon this was ſo extremely dif- 
ordered in his ſpirit, that he ſeemed not to be 
himſelf ; for pulling off his cloaths, he lay all 
that day and night naked before Samuel and 
David. en TS 
Some time after this, David went to Fong= 
than the ſon of Saul, and complained of the 


many 
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many ſuares that were laid by his father to 
kill him, when he had committed no manner 
of injury or injuſtice againſt him. Jonathan 
hereupon deſired David not to be too credu- 
lous, or prone to give car to ſuſpicions about 
his father, or the calumnies of other men, if 
there were any ſueh as durſt vent reproachful 
language, but to make himſelf eaſy and cheer- 
ful, for that Sau! had no intention of doing 
him any hurt; for if he had, he was ſure he 
would acquaint him with it, and then he would 
give him his beſt advice, and direct him how to 
demcan himſelf in the ſafeſt manner to recover 
his father's kindneſs. Jonathan having ſaid 
this, ſwore that his intentions were ſincere, 
and deſired him, that he would be perſuaded 
rather to have a regard to his own fatety, than 
miftruſt what he ſaid ; and laſtly he told him, 
that he would be made ſenſible of his fidelity 
towards him, when he ſhould either behold 
him dead, or hear that he was fo by his means; 
Saying farther, My father will not diſcourſe 
with me about any thing concerning thee, be- 
cauſe he knoweth now, as I may fay, the great 
friendſhip and affection that is cemented be- 
tween us. | | 
Jonathan was very ſorrowful at his making 
this diſcourſe of his father Su, and therefore 
he asked David, if he wanted, or thought he 
could do any farther ſervice for him? Jo this 
he anſwered, © I am very ſenſible that thy 
© delire is to favour me with all things in thy 
© power: Now to morrow there is a New 


© Moon, and at ſuch a time you know my 
© cuſtom is to fit at meat with the king; where- 


© fore if thou thinkeſt it convenient, 1 will go 
© and hide myſelf in the field; if thy father 
© doth miſs me, then ſay, David earneſtly 
© asked leave of me, that he might run to 
< Bethlehem, his city, for there is a yearly 
© ſacrifice there for all the family. If he fay 
© thus, It is well, thy ſervant ſhall have peace: 
© Bur if he be very wroth, then be ſure that 


evil is determined by him. Therefore thou 


© ſhalt deal kindly with thy ſervant, for thou 
© haſt brought thy ſervant unto a covenant of 
© the Lord with thee; notwithſtanding, if there 
© be iniquity in me, {lay me thyſelf; for why 
© ſhouldeft thou bring me to thy father?“ 
Fonathan, at the cloſe of theſe words, was 


0 greatly moved, and promiſed David to per- 


orm all thoſe things he had requir'd, and that 
he would certainly acquaint him, if his father 
appeared of a rough diſpoſition, or diſcovered 
any marks of hatred towards him. After this, 


he led him into a * pure and open air, where 
he confirmed by an oath, his former proteſta- 
tion of doing every thing that might conduce 
to the ſafety of David; © For, /aid he, look- 
© ing up to Heaven, that + God who ſees all 


c things, and is Omnipreſent, knows my in- 


© tention before I declare it; and I here call 
£ him to witneſs of the covenant I make with 


* In S. LI. Into the Field. 


Japiter eſt, quodeunque vides, quocunque moveris. 


For whereſue er thy wandering Eyes ſurvey, 
Or Body moves, there Jove the God bears Sway. 


_ Fravivs Jostrmus 
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© prove propitious to thee, as at preſent he is 


| had thoroughly underſtood his father's temper 


word that day, for he thought ſomething had be- 


And it came to paſs on the morrow, which was the 


| : > 2 + My Opinion is, that Jo/epbus r this Sentence te 
the Gentiles, who ſuppoſed Heaven to be a God, according to Wal Verte in Lacan, Lib. XII. ver. 0% 
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© thee, that I will not ceaſe to ſound the ineli- 
© nations of my father towards thee ſo when I 
© have found that the diſturbance ſtill lies latent 
in his breaſt, I will not conceal it from thee: 
© but make thee acquainted with it, whether it 
© be friendly or not; for the ſame God knows 
That my continual prayer is, that he would 


with thee, and will not ſorſake thee, but 
* (whether my father Saul, or myſelt ſhould 
prove thy enemy) he would keep thee ſafe 
and unhurt. Bear only in remembrance theſe 
things 1 have now told thee, and if it happen 
that I ſhall ſufter death for pleading in thy 1” 
behalf, preſerve my houſe and children, and 1 
reward them fuitably for my fervice to. 
- wards thee.” Jonathan having thus ſworn 

diſmifled David, and commanded him to retire 

into a certain place of the field, where he was "Fg 
wont before to take pleaſure in his company ; 5 
and further, aſſured him, that as foon as he * 
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and reſolution, he would come to him, and 
bring only one lad with him. © Now, (ſaid he) 
It I command the lad to go and feek three 
* arrows, which 1 ſhall fhoot, as at a mark, 
© (namely, The fone Ezel,) take it for 
granted, that my father intends thee no 
harm: But if I fay otherwiſe, then con- 
© clude that the king's ſentiments are ſtrong 
* againſt thee. In the mean time, I will do al 
that lies in my power to preſerve thy 
« {afety; and be ſatisfied that no harm ſhall 
< befal thee, if I can any ways prevent it. 
Iherefore, ſee thou forgetteſt not my kind- 
© nefs for thee, when the day of proſperity 
© ſhines upon thee, but have a ſpecial care of 
© my children.“ Dav d having received this 
freſh teſtimony of Jonathan's faithfulneſs to 
him, departed, and the prince his brother went 
into the city. ; . 1 
The next day, which was the New Mon, 
and Saul purified himſelf according to cuſtom, 
and fat down to meat, Jonathan his ſon fat on 
his right hand, and Abner the captain-geners! 
of his hoſt on the left. Whereupon Saul, 
ſeeing the ſeat of David empty, ſaid not a 


fallen him, he 1s not clean, ſurely he is not clean, 


ſecond day of the month, that David's place was 
empty, and Saul ſaid unto Fonathan, his ſon, 
Wherefore cometh not the ſon of Fefſe to meat, 
neither yeſterday nor to day. And Jonathan an- 
* ſwer' d him, David eagerly asked leave of me 
© to go to Bethlehem, where his tribe was to pet- 
form a ſacrifice, and he invited me to accom- 
* pany him thither. Now, my father, if thou 
© wilt give me leave to go after him, I will; for 
© thou art ſenſible of the great kindneſs I have 
© for him.“ Jonathan, by declaring himſelf in 
this manner, plainly found out how violently 
his father was ſet againſt David, and how de- 

| | x ſtructire 


Book VL 


ſtructive his paſſion thus kindled might prove 


for he found there was of = 
aining of his anger. But caſting reproachtul 
eds r 5 5 called Jonathan a renegade 
and his enemy, and a companion and accomplice 
of the treaſon of David; that he neither teve- 
renced him nor his mother, while he continued 
to entertain favourable ſentiments for David; 
and that he would never be perſuaded, but 
that ſo long as he was living, his kingdom and 
his affairs would be in a precarious condition. 
Wherefore he told Jonathan, that he was re- 
ſolved to give him the puniſhment he deſerv'd. 
To this Jonathan replied, What enormous 
offence hath David committed, that thy wrath 
proves /o great as nothing can appeaſe but his 
death? Saul to this anſwered nothing, but 
ſnatching up a javelin, he leaped upon him, 
with a deſign to ſmite and kill him; but be- 
ing hindered from his purpoſe by ſome perſons 
then preſent, he miſled his alm. This occur- 
rence put Fonathan now out of all doubr, 
that his hatred was 1nveterate againſt David, 
and that he reſolved to have him diſpatched, 
eſpecially ſeeing himſelt had ſo narrowly eſcaped 
being killed by the hand of Saul, only for ex- 
poſtulating with him in David's defence. 


againſt him; 


n 
r 


through ſadneſs refuſed to eat meat the night 


CHA 


D AVTD, tearing Saul and his threatnings, 
| fled, and went to Nob to Achimelech the 
high prieſt, who ſeeing him alone, without 
either friends or ſervants, was ſtruck with 
wonder, ſo that he asked him what great oc- 
caſion had brought him thither ſo unattended. 
To which David anſwered, The king hath com- 
manded me abuſrneſs, and hath ſaid,* Let no man 
* know any thing of the buſineſs whereabouts I 
* ſend thee, and what I have commanded thee,” 
and I have appointed my ſervants to ſuch and 
ſach a place. David moreover deſired him 
to give him ſome proviſion, that he might 
be enabled to perform his buſineſs: Having 
gained this requeſt, he asked, Is there not here 
under thine hand a ſpear or ſword ? For I have 
neither brought my ſword, nor my weapons with 
me, becauſe the king*s buſineſs requir'd haſte. 
Now it happen'd, that one of Saul's ſervants (a 
Syrian) named Doeg, who was chiefeſt of 
the herdſmen belonging to Saul, was there that 
day. The high-prieft anſwer'd David, I have 
neither ſpear nor ſword, except the ſword of 
Goliath, with which thou killeft him, and then 
conſecrated it to God. 

David having received this from the hands 
ot Achimelech, fled into the territories of 
_ (or Anchus,) king of the Pale/tines, 
v ich country was out of the juriſdiction of 
we Hebrews, Some time after he got into a 
- _ nigh the city of Adullam, wherein he 
1 on * ſent to his brethren to acquaint 
Kb ere he was. Not only they with all 
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Fonathan upon this aroſe from the table, and 


of other 
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following, and ſpent it in tears, and without 
any reſt, was ſo mightily concerned for David, 
who was condemned to death, and for himſelf 
whoſe life was in ſuch imminent danger. Early 
next morning he went into- the field, under 
a pretence of ſhooting, but in truth to diſco- 
ver to his friend the diſpoſition and reſolution 
of his father, as was before agreed between 
them. Jonathan having performed all things 
he had promiſed, ſent back the lad to the 
city, and then went to the place in which Da- 
vid had hid himſelf, to diſcourſe with him. 
But as ſoon as David had perceived Fonathan 
to be near, he fell proſtrate at his feet, and 
called him his mighty preſerver. Upon which 
Jonathan lifted him up - from the ground, and 
embracing one another, they 'wept for ſome 
time, and reciprocally kiſſed each other; de- 
ploring their mutual hard fates, and lamenting 
their ages; and the envy of Saul at the invio- 
lable triendſhip that was betwixt them. Hav- 
ing a pretty while bemoaned their unhappy 
circumſtances, and begun to recollect how to 
be relieved from their ſorrows, they inter- 
changeably promiſed to remember their former 
engagements, and departed to their reſpective 


habitations. 


P. III. 


Of the Flight of David to Achimelech, and afterwards to the Kings of the Pale- 
ſtines and Moabites ; and how Saul Slew Achimelech, with all his Kindred. 


their kindred came to him, but a great number 
perſons, about four hundred men, 
(ſuch as were in diſtreſs, or) whoſe fortunes 
were reduced by debt, otherwiſe were afraid 
of Saul, gathered together and went over to 
him. This number coming to his aſſiſtance em- 
boldened David; whereupon he removed from 
the cave, and went to the king of the Hahites, 
whom he intreated to take his aged parents 
into his country and protection, until his for- 
tunes might become better, or he knew what 
otherwiſe God would do for him This deſire 
of David proved ſucceſsful. The king received 
him and his parents, and uſed them during their 
abode with all manner ot civility and eſteem. 
David being commanded by the prophet 
Gad not to abide in the hold, but to depart and 
go into the land of Judah, and dwell there, 
he obeyed, and went * into the city of Surin, 
(or Hareth.) But this removal of his happen- 
ing to come to the knowledge of Saul, and 
that he had collected together a great mul- 
titude in company with him, put him into no 
ſmall conſternation ; for he was not ignorant of 
David's valiant ſpirit, and intrepidity, there- 
fore he imagined ſome diſturbance might ariſe, 
to the prejudice of his peace and tranquility. 
In order to be fatisfied herein, he called to- 
gether his friends, captains, and the tribe to 
which he belonged, and aſſembled them on a 
hill where his palace ſtood, named Arrua, 
and there in a full audience he ſpoke thus: 
Men of Benjamin, you cannot be inſenſible of my 
Mm | favours 
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favours to yous how ſome 7 ou ¶ have mane 
lords of vaſt paſſeſſions; and others through my 
means have arrived to great poſts of honour and 
dignity among the people. Wherefore I now ask 
vou, whether ye expet? more and greater favours 
| fromthe hands of the ſon of Jeſſe, than I have 
beftowed upon you. For I am informed, that all 
of you are ready to revolt to him; and that my 
fon Jonathan not only is an abettor of his practices 
againſt me, but that he perſuades you to this 
your rebellion. I muft likewiſe tell you I know 
of the oath David hath taken, and the covenant 
he hath enter'd into with my ſon, who through 
his advice and aſſiſtance has promoted, and ef 
felted this revolt, in oppoſſtion to my peaceable 
and quiet governments But let none of his 
perſuafions work upon you, to throw off your 
duty in not obeying my commands. Saul ha- 
ving thus deliver'd himſelf, held his peace, and 
not 'one, among the great multitude gathered 
together upon this occaſion, offer d to ſpeak 
any thing, except Doeg the Syrian, Saul's 
chiefeſt herdſman, as abovementioned, who 
faid, that he ſaw David when he went to 
Nob, to Achimelech the high-prieſt, who 
propheſied to him of all things that ſhould 
happen to him. Beſides, he gave him victuals 
and the ſword of Goliath. Saul having heard 
this, commanded the wo ch and all his fa- 
mily to be brought before him. Whereupon 
he ſaid, What evil or bad uſage haſt thou re- 
ceived at my hands, that thou fhouldff entertain 
the ſon of Jeſle, to whom thou not only gaveſt 
victuals but armour, to lie in wait for my king 
dom? It is well known unto thee, how he hath 
ſecretly withdrawn himſelf from me, and how 
mortully I hate him. When Saul had done 
ſpeaking, the high-prieſt did not in the leaſ} 
offer to excuſe himſelf, but frankly confeſſed 
that he had ſupplied David with what Saul 
had charged him. Yet it was (as he thought) 
to promote his ſervice, and not to gain David's 
favour ; for, ſaid he, I am ſo ignorant of his 
being thine enemy, that I firmly believe him 
to be thy moſt faithful ſervant ; and what is 
ill more, he is thy ſon-in-law, and nearly 
allied by kindred to thee. Beſides, it is not 
uſual for perſons to diſcloſe matters of higheſ? 
importance, to thoſe who are enemies, but to 
thoſe who have done them ſome ſignal ſervices, or 
gratified them with ſome office or poſt of truſt. 
And further yet, That this was not the firſt 
time of his propheſying for David, for he had 
done that often, and in other places, eſpecially 
when he acquainted him that he came from thee, 
who employed} him in a buſineſs of that conſe- 


quence, which requir'd the utmoſt ſecrecy, as well 


as expedition. Wherefore, ſaid the high-prieft, 
if I bad refuſed to do for David what I have 
done, I ſhould have thought myſelf worthy of thy 


ſevereſt diſpleaſure, and therefore ny affifling: 


him, was to do thee honour, Wherefore, I fee 
no reaſon why thou fhouldeft think ill of ine, or 
harbour in thy heart any ſuſpicions of my fidelity 
to thee, for thoſe things thou haſt heard I have 
done; ſeeing I did them for David, thy friend, 
thy ſon-in-law, and thy captain over a thouſand, 
and not unto thine enemy, 75 3 

This juſtification of the high-prieſt was ſo 
far from ſatisfying Saul, that he would not be- 
lieve a word he ſaid; but it ſtruck ſuch a terror 
into him, that he commanded his armed guards 
to come and ſmite him with the edge of the 
ſword, together with all his kindred ; the 
guards were afraid to lay hands upon the high- 
prieſt, and ſo much the more becauſe they be- 
lieved they ſhould offend God in committing 
ſuch an horrid action; wherefore they refuſed 
Saul's command ; upon this Doeg, the Syrian, 
was ordered to fall upon him. This wicked 
man aſſociating with certain fellows like him- 
ſelf, flew Achimelech with all his kindred, who 
were about * three hundred and eighty- five 
perſons ; beſides they went to Nob, the city of 
the prieſts, and put to the ſword all the inhabi= 
tants therein, not ſparing women, children, or 
ſucklings; and to compleat their barbarity, 
they reduced the city to aſhes ; nevertheleſs 
one of the ſons of Achimelech ſaved himſelf 
from the general ſlaughter ; theſe diſmal mis- 
fortunes happened according to what God had 
predicted to Eli the high prieſt, who denounced 


deſtruction to his poſterity, for the abominable 
impieties of his two ſons. En 


This enormous cruelty of Sau (by which all 
the ſacerdotal race were extinguiſhed, neither 
young nor old being ſpared, and likewiſe the 
+ city Nob totally burnt, a place deſigned by 
God himſelf for the nurſery of the prieſts and 
prophets, and the education of youth for that 
office) fully diſplayed the ſavage diſpoſition of 
his nature; for when he was converſant only 
with his herds and flocks, his temper appear'd 
affable and eaſy, becauſe the means of follow- | 
ing the innate bent of his genius was deny'd him, 
and he was conſtrained (as it were) through ne- 
ceſſity to make all his actions appear very honeſt 
and upright ; that he beliey'd God to be Omni- 
preſent, not only to behold what he did, but 
alſo knew what were the inward. thoughts of 
his heart ; however, this artificial carriage of 
his, whilſt under his rural condition, was foo 
thrown aſide, when he was advanced to the re- 
gal ſeat of power and dominion ; for then, like 
an actor in a play, he pur off all his former 
ſeeming good qualities, his modeſt and tempe- 
rate behaviour, and aſſumed an haughty, ill- 
mannered arrogance over his people, diſregard- 
ing at the ſame time all laws, both human and 
divine, and carryed himſelf with a tyrannical 

| all 


*The Baſil! and Geneva Editions of Foſephus,add Three Hundred to the Number mentioned in Holy Writ 
Epipbanius, Zonarius and the Septuagint lay 305 3 Theodoret the ſame Number; Henricus Stoph. 530; Eucb. 
that all who periſhed were 85; but Joſephus, in a Place hereafter, mentions that 300 were ſlain through mean 
of Achimelech. + Any Perſon will infer {rom hence that Foſephus believed this cit} 
to be one of thoſe which God had aſſigned to the Prieſts, but Nob is not mentioned amongſt thole recited in 
Holy Writ; now becauſe our Author writes that it was deſigned as well for the Prieſts as the Prophets, it ma) 
be made to appear that there were no cities beſtowed upon * Prophets, as were upon the Levires and Prie f 
whereſore it ought to be conſtrued here, that the Divine Providence was pleaſed that Nos at this Time ſhou 


be the Seat of many Prieſts and Prophets. Relandus. 
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11. | was his ro perſon 
awards thoſe placed near his royal perſon, 
owt be greatly 77 becauſe their ſituation 

ve their actions a clearer luſtre to appear in; 


and thus he went on, as 1Magming now that the 


5 did not behold his ways, or rather 
a wok no great notice of them if it 
chanced that he was afraid of any reports, be- 
cauſe he had ſo eaſily given into them himſelf; 
or if he hated or loved any perſon, becauſe his 
humour puſhed him on to it, he thought he did 
well; and that his actions, how various and 


changeable ſoever, were unaccountable both to 
© 


God and man: He ſeldom or never entertained 
any notion of futurity, only thoſe who had per- 
formed him any difficult and fignal ſervices, he 
would reward with ſome poſt or degree of ho- 
nour ; and afterwards, through fickleneſs, or a 
motive of envy, when they had arrived to a 
greater heighth of grandeur than ordinary, he 
would not only deprive them of their places, 
but raiſe up crimes and accuſations againſt them, 
and thoſe fo heinous as exceeded all belief ; and 
further, would inflict pumſhments upon Delin- 
guents (as he termed them) who by no means 
deſerved them, and proſecute ſome men for 
calumniesand aſperſions againſt his government, 
without hearing any evidence in their behalf; 


neither did he value whom he committed his 
cruekies upon, but put all petſons (as the fit 
took him) to death without diſtinction. Now 
that Saul, after the Hraelites had left off being 
vern'd by Judges, exerciſed the regal powet 
in the manner above declared, is very manifeſt; 
ſince, upon a bare ſuſpicion of ſome injury 
committed by Achimelech againſt his perſon, he 
not only cauſed three hundred prieſts arid pro- 
phets to be put to death, but alſo their city to 
be reduced to aſhes, and the tabernacle of 
God to be rendred a deſolate place. 1 
Not withſtanding this inhuman barbarity of 
Saul, Abiat her, the only perſon now remain 
ing, of the ſacerdotal order, ſav'd himſelf from 
that dreadful ſlaughter, and fled to David, 
whom he acquainted with the unjuſt death of 
his father, and total deſtruction of his kindred : 
Upon hearing of this David told him, that he 
knew, when he ſaw Doeg there, what would 
happen to them, and was at that time apprehen- 
five that Achimelech would be calumniated be- 
fore Saul; wherefore (added he) I am very ſorry 
that I have occaſſoned the death of all thy fa- 
ther's houſe, but abide thou with me, fear not; 


for he that ſeeketh my life, ſeeketh thy life, but 


with me thou ſhalt be in ſafer guard. 


CHAP. III. 


David having the Opportunity twice of killing Saul, yet both Times ſpared him. Of 
the Death of Samuel, and of Nabal. 


BOUT this time David hearing that the 

Paleftines had made an incurſion into 
the country of Keilah, (or Cilla,) and waſted 
it, offered to conduct an army againſt them; for 
God had ſpoke by the mouth of his prophet, 
and faid, Go and ſmite them and ſave Keilah, 
for thou ſhalt prove viftorious. David, J ſay, 
upon this, in conjunction with his men, made 
a furious aſſault upon the Paleſtines, who, not 
able to ſuſtain the ſhock, were repulſed, and 
ſmitten with a moſt terrible ſlaughter ; beſides, 
there was great ſtore of plunder obtained b 
the Hebrews, who abode at Kezlah till all the 
corn and fruit was gather'd in and houſed ; 
this tranſaction of David and his followers ſoon 
came to the ears of Sau/, who was acquainted 
with the proſperous ſucceſs they had met with 
at Keilah, But the report of this victory was 
not confined to that place only wherein it was 
obtained ; for the fame of it ſpread through all 
the neighbouring countries; however, not- 
withſtanding this, Saul coming to the certain 
knowledge that David abode in that City, 
greatly rejoiced within himſelf, imagining that 
now he was brought providentially into his 
hands, becauſe, ſaid he, he is ſhut in, by en- 
ting into a town that hath gates and bars; 
whereupon he commanded his men to be- 
ſiege Keilah, and endeavour to ſlay David; 


but ſoon hearing of Saul's deſign againſt him, 


Fg 


* . . 2 
The Septuagint mentions 400; but accordin 
＋ Fngedain. 


Baſ. G. „E n. Big. 
change 8 af. G. Samb. Engalain Big. Engedo. 


ever we have written it Eugedain. 


and being forewarned by God, that the inha- 


bitants of the place would certainly deliver 


him into the king's hand, if he flayed there 
among them ; he, in company with * four 
hundred men, partakers of his fortunes, de- 
parted thence, and went to a certain cave at 
T Engedain. I his removal of David being like- 
wiſe told to king Sau/, made him deſiſt from 
his intended expedition againſt him. 

David withdrawing himſelf from this place, 
retired to another in the wilderneſs of Ziph, 
(which is called Cæna.) Ina word, Jonathan 
the ſon of Say] came hither to him, who ha- 


ving ſaluted David, prayed him to be of good 


heart, and not fear, but entertain favourable 
ſentiments of what is to come, and not to be 
caſt down with his preſent condition; For, ſaid 
he, thou ſhalt be king over Iſrael, and all the 
forces of the Hebrews ſhall be under thy com- 
mand ; but the acquiſition of ſuch great things 
are not to be N cle without much labour and 
diſſiculty. Having thus ſpoke, he ſwore to 
David a ſecond time, that he ſhould live; and 
as for his part, he would inviolably maintain 
and preſerve the covenant made between them; 
calling at the {ame time (to give a ſanction to 
his words) the Almighty God to bear witneſs 
of his truth, whom he prayed to ſend down his 
heavy vengeance upon him, if in avy manner 
of ways he infringed it. After this he return'd 


do 
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head of Saul, which would prove the only 


to his houſe, leaving David ſomewhat com- 


forted from his apprehenſions and fears, and 


the ſolitude he lived in. 1 

The inhabitants of Ziph being at this time 
deſirous of gaining the favour of Saul, ac- 
quainted him, that David reſided now among 
them; and added, that if his majeſty would 


vouchſaſe to come down to them, they would 


deliver him into his hands; for if they once 
ſeized upon the narrow paſſes, it would prove 
almoſt impoſſible for him to eſcape. Saul here- 
upon highly commended their faithful duty to- 
wards him, in diſcovering where his enemy had 
concealed himſelf ; after which he promiſed to 
repay this act of their fidelity in a ſhort time 
with a ſuitable recompence ; and when he had 
ſaid this he diſpatched ſome of them to go and 


'view the wood, in which David abode. The 


Ziphites diſcovered not only their great readi- 
neſs to find him out, but to apprehend and 
bring him to Saul; however, they failed 1n 
their wicked and malicious deſign; though they 


had effectually done it, if in their too eager 


officiouſneſs in obeying the king's commands, 
and their greedy deſires of receiving the pro- 
miſed reward at his hands, they had not diſ- 
covered themſelves to be the real perſons that 
had engaged to deliver David up. But when 
he was acquainted with this their wickedneſs, 
as alſo with the coming of Saul immediately 
after them, he then departed from thence and 


fled to a certain rock in the wilderneſs of 


Man. „„ 
To this place Saul made all imaginable haſte 


after him, in hopes to take David there; 


but being told in his journey of his being 
gone from thence, he went to the other ſide of 
the * rock. But it happen'd at this time that 
Saul was diverted from purſuing David; for a 
report was ſpread abroad, that the Paleſtines 


(the ſworn enemies of the [/rae/ites) invaded 


the territories of the Hebrews ; wherefore he 
Teturn'd back, thinking 1t much more preferable 
to endeavour the revenging the injury they had 
committed, than (whiltt he was buſying himſelf 
in ſeeking after David,) to neglect the freeing 
his country from the evils that oppreſſed it. 


David by this means being delivered, even 


beyond his expectation, from the danger that 
ſurrounded him, fled into the wilderneſs of 
+ Engedi. But when Saul was returned from 
following the Paleſtines, certain men came and 
Informed him that David was got to the ſtrong 
holds at Eu-gedi. Upon this news Sau, took 
three thouſand choſen men out of all the tribes 
of Jſrael, and marched with them againſt 
David ; but drawing near to the place, he 


eſpied a cave in the fide of the way, very 


deep and wide, and in length and breadth ex- 
tending a great way; within this cave David 
with his four hundred men had concealed them- 
ſelves. Now Saul wanting to diſcharge nature, 
went alone into it, who being perceived by one 
of David's followers, was ſtraightway made 
known unto him ; this perſon added, that then 
was the time offered to him of revenging 
himſelf upon his enemy, by cutting off the 


* In S. L. Mountain. 
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means of delivering him from his preſent troubles 
and the wandering life he then purſued. Upon 


this remonſtrance David aroſe, and cut off the 


skirt of Saul's garment, which he carried awa 

with him; but in a little time after the commiſ. 
ſion of this fact, he became very ſorrowful for 
what he had done, and ſaid that it was an un- 
juſt thing to offer to kill his Lord, For, added 
he, although he doth evil to me, God forbid that 


I ſhould do ſo to him. But when Saul was gone 


out of the cave, David roſe up, and cryed 
after him, praying that he would be pleaſed to 
ſtay and hear him; upon this Saul turned him- 
ſelf about and looked back; whereat David, 
as was then the cuſtom, fell proſtrate upon his 
face, and thus ſpoke: It behoveth thee not, 
my king, to credit or give ear to vain and 
© malicious reports, induftriouſly ſpread about 
* with deſign to bring under condemnation per- 
c ſons no way guilty, By ſuffering thyſelt to 
edo this, thy beſt friends may hourly lie 
© under ſuſpicions, and thereupon be called 
into queſtion by thee. Rather have a re- 
gard to fact and the truth, for reporters 
of calumnies prove very. often liars, and de. 
ceive thee. Reports, whether true or falſe, 
afford great doubts, but actions diſplay the 
mind naked, and in its true colour. Thou 
mayeſt, my king, believe, from my ſpeak- 
ing in this manner to thee, that I am a well- 
wiſher to thee and thy houſe; and not like 
to thee, who endeavoureſt to perſecute me, 
and whoſe thoughts are buſied day and night 
to deſtroy me, after the moſt unjuſt me- 
thods. Whence comes it, that thus wrong- 
fully thou goeſt about to kill me, as if [ 
deſigned to take away thy life? Say, How 
wilt thou excuſe thyſelf trom committing a 
moſt enormous wickedneſs, in eagerly de- 
firing the death of a perſon, (thy ene- 
my as thou ſuppoſeſt,) who this very day 
had it in his power to revenge himſelt, 
by raking due puniſhment upon thee, yet 
waved the opportunity, and let the time 
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to my deſtruction, thou wouldſt not have 
ſuffered to have eſcaped thee? I mean, 
when I cut the skirt of thy garment off, 
then could I have cut off thine head. Har- 
ing thus ſpoken, he ſtretched out the piece 
of cloth, in confirmation of what he had ad- 
vanced. But J (reſumed he) deſiſted from 
taking a juſt revenge, nevertheleſs thou 
makeſt no conſcience to purſue me with the 
moſt unjuſt hatred; let God be judge be- 
tween thee and me, and reprove my actions, 
if I have done any thing in thought or deed, 
© to thy detriment.” When he had done 
ſpeaking, Saul ſeemed in a great aſtoniſhment, 
and wondered within himſelf how David had 
ſaved himſelf ſo long from him. The modelly 
and frankneſs which was diſcovered in this de- 
claration of his made Sau to weep, who with 
a ſigh, ſaid, © Thou art more righteous than 
I, for thou haſt been the author of many 


good things to me, but J of many calamiries 
C to 


A 


+ We have rendred Engedi, from the Hebrew Word Eu gedi, in this Paſſage. | 


ſlip, which, if it had fallen into thy hands, 
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to thee ; to-day thou haſt practiſed the mo- 
— of er anceſtors, who are reported 
to have ſpared their enemies when they took 
them in the wilderneſs. Wherefore, (1)1lam 
firmly perſuaded, thar the kingdom of 1/7ae/ 
will prove thine by the gift of God, and 
that the empire over all the Hebrews will be 
granted thee by him. Swear then to me by 
the name of the Lord, that thou wilt not 
cut off my ſeed after me; nor, bearing in 


* 


Sa a a 0+ 460 & a= 


« father's houſe.” David, partly upon this 
ample acknowledgment of Saul, and partly 
on account of the neceſſity of the time, {ware 
unto hin. Whereupon the former gor up to 
the hold of Maſtheron, and the latter returned 
home. | 

About this time Samuel the prophet depart- 
ed this life, a perſon of great honour and fame 
amongſt the Hebrews. The long time the 
people wept and lamented his death, was an 
open teſtimony of his worth, and the great 
eſteem they bore for him; add to this, his pom- 
pous funeral rites, which every one with a ſtrong 
emulation endeavoured to celebrate; he was 
buried at his houſe at Ramath. While he 
lived, his actions declared him born for exe- 
cuting juſtice, which he performed in every cir- 
cumſtance of life, with an impartial hand; and 
was on that account beloved of the Deity. He 
retained the ſupreme juriſdiction over the peo- 
ple, for the ſpace of twelve years, ſingly by 
himſelt, and in conjunction with Saul eighteen 
years. Thus is a period put to the occurrences 
that relate to Samuel. 

At this time alſo there lived a certain man, 
a Ziphite of the city (2) Emma, who was very 


great, having three thouſand ſheep, and one 


thouſand goats. David commanded his men 
to have a particular regard for this perſon, and 
not in any kind to injure him, or commit any 
violence upon his flocks, but in the beſt man- 
ner they were able, to guard and protect them: 
For he taught this good leſſon amongſt all his 
followers, not to do any wrong to any perſon, 
but to deem it a wickedneſs very diſpleaſing 
to God, to purloin the goods, or rob the poſ- 
ſeſſions of a ſtranger. This he endeavoured to 
perſuade them to, as thinking it would prove 
the ready means of procuring him the friend- 
ſhip of ſo wealthy a perſon, who was worthy 
of chis extraordinary care ſhown by him. Bur, 
contrary to the expectations of David, Nabal 
(lo was the man named) ſhowed himſelf to 


be of a rough and churliſh diſpoſition, his life 


having been converſant in no other exerciſes 
than thoſe of ſheering ſheep, and hard labour. 
Notwithſtanding theſe bad qualities, he had 
a wite very prudent, of a good underſtanding, 
and endowed with an excellent beauty. Now 
the time of ſheering of ſheep being come, 


(1) In Holy Writ 
eſtabliſhed in tige Hand. 
according to Fpiph, Maan, Zonar, 


Feſephus perhaps wrote it Aman, 
the Seventy ; 


Covert of the 


or Emmanm. 
but Epiph, writes Abiguale, 
Hill, 


remembrance 'the injuries I have committed. 
« againſt thee, deſtroy my name out of my 


I know well that thou ſhalt ſurely be King, 


from the original Word Abigail. 
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David ſent out ten young men to Nabal, who. 
ſaluted hm in his name, and told him, that 
it was their maſter's with and deſire, that he 
might live many years to ſheer his ſheep, in 
the manner they then beheld him. Having 
ſpoken thus, they prayed' Nabal ro beſtow 
Fmorbios upon them, out of that abundance 
of things he poſſeſſed, withal acquainting him, 
how that for a long time they had lived in the 
wilderneſs near neighbours to him, and in all 
that ſpace had done him no injurious act, but 
on the contrary had endeavoured to watch and 
uard his flocks. - Wherefore, added they, thy 
ven will not be undeſerved in thy be- 
ſtowing ſomething upon David. When they 
had done ſpeaking, Nabal anſwered them in 
a rough and churlith manner, 181 Who is 
David, and who is the ſon of Jefle? There 
be many ſervants now-a-days, that break away 
every man from his own maſter. David, upon 
the report of this behaviour of Vabal, was 
greatly vexed within himſelf ; upon which he 
commanded four hundred men to arm them 
ſelves and follow him, and two hundred to 
ſtay behind, and guard the narrow paſſes and 
ſtrong holds ; (tor at this time fix hundred per- 
ſons were gathered to him.) With the four 
hundred he went againſt Nabal; but before he 
attacked him, he ſwore that his houſe, and all 
he enjoyed, ſhould that night be reduced to 
aſhes; being vehemently incenſed, not only 
upon account of his ungrateful and ſordid tem- 
per, in beſtowing nothing upon him and his 
men, who had behaved themſelves towards 
him with a great deal of humanity ; but alſo 
becauſe he had evil treated, and given reproach- 
ful language to them, without their offering or 
giving any juſt cauſe of offence to him. 
One of the ſervants of Nabal, underſtand- 
ing this deſign of David, went and acquainted 
his miſtreſs with it; telling her how David 
having ſent men out of the wilderneſs to ſalute 
his maſter, he, in return, railed at them. The 
fervant hereupon added, The men were very 
good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither 
* miſſed we any thing, as long as we were con- 
© verſant with them, when we were in the 
© fields, Now therefore know and confider 
© what thou wilt do, for evil is determined 
* againft our maſter, and againſt all his houſe- 
© hold, for he is ſuch a ſon of Belial, that a man 
cannot ſpeak unto him.“ Having thus faid, 
(3) Abigæa (or Abigail) for ſo was Nabal's 
wife called, commanded the aſſes to be har- 
nefled, and loaded with preſents ; which being 
done, without making the leaſt mention of it 
to her husband (who, as we have hinted above, 
was very moroſe and ruſtick) ſhe marched di- 
rectly with them to meet David, whom ſhe 
hghted upon, as he was coming down the (4) 
na + paſſes of the mountain, with his four 
hui, red men, to aſſail her husband. Abigail, 


and that the Kingdom of 1/-ae! ſhall be 


(2) [Emma, Gr-] Thus Samb. Emma, Baſ. G. Big. Aman, Vat. Aman 
. So write the Seventy. Macan, in other Editions, and that of Hierome. 


(3) So the Greek Books of Jeſephus have it, alſo 
(4) In H. M. by the 
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had no ſoonet eſpied David, than ſhe diſmount- 
ed from the aſs whereon ſhe rode, and fell 
before him upon her face, and bowed herſelf 
to the ground, beſeeching him at the ſame time 
not to remember the words of her husband 
Nabal, for that he well knew how his (1) name 
and his actions agree; Naval in the Hebrew 
language ſignifying Fooliſhne/s. Moreover ſhe 
endeavoured to excuſe herſelf by ſpeaking in 
this manner. Thine handmaid ſaw not thy young 
men, whom thou didſt ſend. Now therefore my 
lord, I beſeech thee to pardon me, and to return 
thanks to God, who hath made me the means of 
reftraining thy hands from ſhedding blood. Let 
thine enemies, and theywho deviſe evil againſithee, 
become as Nabal ; but I pray thee forgive the 
treſpaſs of thine handmaid, and be pleaſed to 
accept the preſents I have broug ht thee, Put 
away from thee the anger and indignation thou 
has conceived within thy breaſt againſt my huſ- 
band; and let thy kindneſs in that reſpect be 
ſhown for my ſake. It behoveth thee, ſincè thou 
art to be king over Iſrael, to exerciſe clemency 
and mercy. This ſpeech had its influence upon 
David, who, receiving the preſents, ſpoke 
thus to Abigea. God, who hath been propiti- 
ons to thee, certainly ſent thee to me this day, o- 
therwiſe to-morrow's light had not ſhone upon 
thee ; for I had ſworn this very night utterly to 


have deftroyed the houſe of thy husband Na- 


bal, and to have left none remaining of ſo ma- 


licious a perſon, ungrateful in the laſt degree to 


ne and my men. But by the mercy and good 
Providence of God, than art come very oppor- 
tunately to flop my avenging arm. However, let 
me acquaint thee, that although thy husband, at 
this time through thy interceſſion hath eſcaped 
puniſhment, yet, be aſſured, his ſurly behavicur 
Will one time or other hercafter prove the cauſe 
of his deſtruction. | 

David, having declared himſelf in this man- 
ner, diſmiſſed Abigæa, whereupon ſhe returned 
home ; where finding her husband feaſting with 
a great number of perſons, and very drunk- 
en, ſhe acquainted him with nothing that had 
happened between David and her, until the 
next morning ; when perceiving the wine gone 
out of him, ſhe diſcloſed to him the whole aſ- 
fair. Upon this, his heart died within him, 
and he became as a ſtone, from the relation he 
had heard, and the grief and trouble he had 
conceived at hearing it. In ten days time af- 
ter this, the Lord {mote him, and he died. 
When David heard that Nabal was dead, 


he thus ſaid ; © Bleſſed be the Lord that hath 


© pleaded the cauſe of my reproach from the 
© hand of Nabal, and hath kept his ſer- 
© vant from evil; for the Lord hath re- 
© turned the wicknedneſs of Nabal upon his 
© own head, and hath dealt with the good and 


FLAvius Jostenus 


{ 
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© wicked according to his wiſdom, preſer- 
* ving with life the one, and puniſhing with 
death the other. After this, David ſent 
and communed with Abigæa to take her to wife 
who ſpoke to the meſſengers diſpatched for that 
purpoſe in this manner; j* I my Lord's hand- 
* maid am not worthy of ſo great honour, let 
© me be a ſervant to waſh the feet of m 
© Lord's ſervants.” Having ſaid thus, ſhe 
aroſe and went to David, who took her to 
Wife, beſtowing this favour upon her, in gra- 
titude to her modeſty and kindneſs for him, 
and as a reward due to her beauty; notwith- 
ſtanding, that David had before married another 
wife of the city (2) Abiſarus; after Saul had 
given his daughter Michal, who had been Da- 
vi4's wife, unto Phalti, the ſon of Laiſb, who 
was of the city (3) Gethla. 

A lictletime after this, certain of the Zjphites 
came and acquainted Saul, that David was 
again reſident among them; moreover they 
ſaid, that they could be able to apprehend him, 
provided he would lend them his aſſiſtance, 
Saul, upon this advertiſement, went with three 
thouſand choſen men of 1/7ae}, with deſign to 
ſeek him out; but the night approaching he 
pitched his camp in a certain place named (4) He. 
cela (or Hachilah.) David, underſtanding that 
Saul was going in ſearch of him, ſent out Spies 
to learn into what part of the country he was 
coming, and to report it to him; who ſhortly 
after returning, acquainted him that Saul de- 
ſigned his march to Sece/a ; upon which David 
privately in the night took with him (5) Abiſzus, 
the ſon of (6) Sarvia, and Abimelech the Hittite, 
and went to the place where he had pitched; 
and finding him afleep, and that Abner, the 
captain of his hoſt, with the reſt of his men, 
had pitched about him, he entered into his 
tent, where he knew the bed whereon he lay, 
by his ſpear which ſtuck in the ground near 
it; but yet he neither offered to kill him himſelf, 


nor ſuffered Abiſæus to do ſo, whoſe inclinations 


were very eager for it; he contented himſelf 
only with ſaying, that it was a wicked action to 
preſume, or offer to kill his king, though a very 
flagitious prince, who had been (7) created by 
God, and that he who had given to him the 
kingdom, would take a due revenge upon him 
at ſome proper time. Now to make it appear 
that he with-held his hand from ſlaying him 
when the opportunity was put into his power, 
he took his ſpear, and the cruſe of water that 
ſtood by him as he flept, and departed out of 
the tent unperceived by any, for the Lord had 
ſent a deep ſleep upon them. Immediately after 
this he went to the other ſide of the camp, 
and aſcending to the top of an hill, which ſtood 
at ſome diſtance from the place where Sau 
had pitched, but from whence he could be 


(1) In Sacred Writ, as his Name is, fo is he. (2) This Word differs very much from Scripture, which writes 
Fezreel. Big. Samb. & Vat, in their Editions have it Abiſarus; but Epiphanius, Fbiſar and Bifar. 
(3) We would write this Word Gellas according to Sobolanus, from the Hebrew Word Gallin, which 


is Extant in the Books of Fpiphanius, But Gethla, as we have 


ſame Import is as much to our Purpoſe. 


(6) Zorviah. 


ut it, being a Chaldee Word, and of the 


(4) In the Sacred Books this is termed Hachi/ah, but in 
the Greek, Akela, Echila, Fchilath and Secelu ; it 1 


City Eleutberopolis, and famous for the Monument of the Prophet Hebakkuk, 


s a Mountain, diſtant about {even Miles from ! - 
(5) A iſpai in H. W 


(7) In S. J. He is called God's anointed, and that Phraſe is juſt; for to be anointed 


means no otherwiſe than to be conſtrued, wherefore thoſe Perſons are in an Errour, who conſtrue Oy! in thi 


Paſſage. Relandus. 


heard 


- 
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lifred up his voice, and cried aloud 
—_ ddl, 2 to Abner the captain of 
the hoſt, who awaking at the ſound, - asked, 
who it was that called him by his name; to 
which, David anſwered, It was I, the ſon of 
c Feſſe, who am baniſhed from you. But ſay, 
6 105 comes it to paſs, that thou, who art a 
« valiant man, and honoured ſo much by Saul, 
« has ſo negligently guarded his perſon ? 
« Doſt thou take more pleaſure in fleeping 
« than in doing thy duty to him? Verily the 
« thing thou haſt done is not good; as the 
« Lord liveth, thou art worthy to die, be- 
'« cauſe thou haſt not kept the Lord's anointed, 
thy maſter, and haſt not hindered me, and 
« others with me, to come unperceived, and 
to go into his tent; behold now the 
« ſpear of the king, and the cruſe of water 
© that ſtood at his bed- ſide; and then think with 
« thy ſelf what puniſhment thou deſerveſt. 
Saul, upon David's thus ſpeaking, knew his 
voice ; and coming to underſtand how he had 
entered his tent when faſt aſleep, and that he 
had ſpared his life, when the opportunity was 
thrown into his hands of putting him to death, 
He told him how infinitely he was obliged to 
him for ſo ſignal a favour, and deſired him to be 
of good chear, and return with him to his houſe, 
and not toapprehend any more miſchief to be de- 
ſigned by him againſt him ; © For, added he, I 
am now firmly perſuaded, that thy love and 
« eſteem for me 1s very great, when, notwith- 
ſtanding I have purſued thee with the moſt 
unjuſt hatred, and rendered thy lite bitter, 
and many times expoſed thee to the danger of 
death, haſt nevertheleſs preſerved me and 
« ſaved my life from ruin, when thou couldit 
© with all the ſecreſy and eaſe imaginable have 
© cut me off.“ Saul having done ſpeaking, 
i David deſired him to ſend over ſome perſon for 
his ſpear, and the cruſe of water; adding, May 
the moſt rig hteousGod of heaven be judge between 
thee and me, who knows, how this very day the 
power was in my hands to have ſlain thee, yet I 
reftrained myſelf therefrom. 
Saul, having now a ſecond time been ſpared 
by David when in his power, returned to his 
habitation. But David having ſtill apprehen- 
ſions, that if he continued to abide any longer 
in the land of IJſrael, he ſhould ſome time or 
other be circumyented and taken by Saul, 
thought it more ſafe for him to withdraw into 
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A 


*.In the Sacred Books it it is written Achiſp, the Son of Maoch, King of Gath. 
Writings it is ſaid to be One full Fear and four Months. 
others ſay Sarrites, taking it from the entire Word 


ters write it Geſeri, Geſerei and Geſurri. 
bably that % pbus wrote it Garſiti or Garſates. 
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the country of the Paleſtines, and remain within 
it's territories : Upon this he removed and went 
with the four hundred men, who were with 
him to“ Anchas, king of Gitta, one of the 
five cities belonging to the Paleſtines, who re- 
ceived and entertained him and his men, with 
a great deal of freedom and hoſpitality, and 
aſſigned them a convenient place for their ha- 
bitation: Here David dwelt with his two 
wives, Achinaa and Abigæa; of which when 
Saul was informed, he, from that time forth, 
neither went himſelf, nor ſent any of his ſol- 
diers to ſeek after him ; being moreover unable 
to baniſh from his remembrance how he had 
twice been in danger of his life, from his over 
eagerneſs to apprehend him. David, in the 
mean time, did not care to remain any longer 
in the city of Gitta; whereupon he deſired. 
Anchas, that, Since he had already extended his 
liberality towards him, he would be pleaſed to 
grant a further favour to him, namely, that he 
might have a place in ſome town in the country 
to dwell in: Adding, That he was afraid his re- 
ſiding in the royal city with him, would prove a 
trouble and burthen to him. To this requeſt 
Ancbus gave ear, and allotted to him a certain 
village called Six (or Ziklag,) which, after 
his advancement to the kingdom, and for the 
great liking he had to it, he made his Villa, 
or country ſeat ; his poſterity in like manner 
doing the ſame after him. But of this in ano- 
ther place. 'The whole ſpace of time he abode 
at Sikella was f four months and twenty days, 
during which time he made incurſions among the 
people of the neighbouring country, to wit, the 
(I) Serrites and the Amalekites, whom David 
many times diſtreſſed, by ravaging their country, 
and carrying off with him a great prey of 
camels and aſſes; however he always refrained 
from taking along with him as ſlaves any of 
the people, through an apprehenſion of their 
acquainting Anchus with it; to whom he al- 
ways preſented one halt of the ſpoil; and made 
him believe, upon his enquiry to know whoſe 
goods rhey were that he drove away as plunder, 


that they belonged to the * 


Jeus inhabiting the 
ſouth of Fudab and the plains. This gave 


much ſatisfaction to Anchus, and filled him with 
hopes, that ſince David, whilſt he abode in his 
territories, coutinued to commit hoſtilities againſt 


his own nation, he would become his faithful 
ſervant for ever. 


In the Sacred 
(1) So called by m. Authors; but 
Geſerrites, or Geſurrites. But the Greek Interpre- 


In 1 Samuel chap, xxvii. and xxviii. it is Geſburites, and it is pro- 
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How Saul, after the Oracle of God had ceaſed to anſwer him about his intented Ex. 
a Witch, and beſought her to raiſe up the 
amuel : And of the Death of him, and of hit Sons, after the Hebrews 
were vanquiſhed in Battle by the Paleſtines. p47 . + 


pedition againſt the Paleſtines, went to 


Gboſt of 


A BOUT this time the Paleſtines had de- 


to all their allies and auxiliaries, to prepare 
themſelves for battle forthwith, and gather 
together at (1) Renga, the place deſigned by 
them for the general meeting of their army. 


Upon this reſolution Anchus acquainted David 


with his intent of taking him and his men 
along with him, who ſhould affiſt him in the 
engagement againſt the Hebrews. This declara- 
tion of Anchus was no way diſpleaſing to 
David, who anſwered, That he was very ready 
to perform the duty he owed him, and upon 
that account ſaid, the time was at laſt come, 


when he hoped he ſhould be able to repay, in 


ſome meaſure, the kindneſſes and favours he 
had conferred upon him. The king was 
not a little ſatisfied with what David had 
faid unto him, and thereupon he likewiſe ſaid, 
And the time will come, when I fhall advance 


thee to be keeper of my perſon, if victory attends 


our arms, and thou behaveſt thyſelf according to 
any liking in the engagement. Now Faul at this 
time had put away all witches and wizards, and 
ſuch as had familiar ſpirits, out of the land, 
and the army of the Paleſtines being aſſembled 
had marched nearer to him, and had incamped 


themſelves not far from the city . Upon 


which he drew out his army and marched with 
all expedition to come up with them; when 
arriving at a mountain, called Gelbes, he far 
down there overagainſt the enemy; whom 


having attentively viewed, he began to be 


troubled, and to perſuade himſelf that they 
were too powerful, both in number and cou- 
rage. Hereupon he enquired of God by his 

rophets concerning the battle and the event 


of it: But he received no anſwer, and there- 


upon was ſtruck with a deeper ſenſe of ſorrow, 
which made his heart fail within him; and the 


more ſo becauſe he thereby perceived that the 


Almighty had forſaken him, and would not 
vouchſafe him his aſſiſtance. In this perplexity 
he commanded his ſervants to ſeek him a woman 
that had a familiar ſpirit, and who was skilled 
in raiſing up the ſouls of the dead: For he 
imagined that by this means he ſhould come to 
know whether this affair were to ſucceed ac- 
cording to his own deſire or no. Theſe women, 
or witches, are a kind of perſons, who calling 
up by charms and ſpells the ghoſts which once 
inhabited human bodies, by their information 
pretend to foretel the future events of things 
to thole who enquire ſecrets, of that nature, 
of them. One ot the ſervants to be ſent upon 
this errand, preſently informed him that there 
dwelt ſuch a woman, as he had deſired them 


(1) 1 Samuel c. XXvili. v. 3. ſays Shunem. 
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termined to lead an army againſt the 
Ifraelites; upon which they diſpatched couriers 


form is he of? How is he clad? and how oll 


for obſerving his enemies very hot and eager 
againſt him, and himſelf reduced to great extrt- 


2 # 
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to ſearch for, at Endor; upon which, diſguiſin 
himſelf, and putting on other ratment, withour 
taking the leaſt notice of his deſign to any in 
the camp, he went in the-night- time, with two 
of his moſt faithful friends, to the woman at 
Endor, whom he prayed to divine to him, and 
to call up the ſpirit of that perſon,” whom he 
would name to cher. The woman hereupon 
ſeemed very unwilling,and ſaid that the king was 
not to be difobeyed, who had cut off from the 
land all perſons that had practiſed in the way 
of divining; and that it was great injuſtice in 
him, ſince ſhe had done him no injury, to lay 
ſnares for her, and to entice her to act a thing 
forbidden by Saul, the commiſſion of which, 
if diſcovered, would certainly render her ob- 
noxious to death. The king hearing her ſpeak 
thus, ſwore that he would diſcloſe the affair to no 
body ; neither would he betray to any what ſhe 
divined to him, but that all ſhe ſaid ſhould be pre- 
ſerved in the utmoſt ſecrecy, and herſelf made 
liable to no manner of puniſhment. Saul, having 1 
by ſwearing thus, removed the fears and appte- 
henſions ſhe had entertained, commanded her 
to raiſe up the ghoſt of Samuel. She, not know= 
ing who Samuel was, called him up, who ſud- 
denly appearing, ſhe earneſtly looked upon 
him, and beholding him to be of a grave and 
majeſtic aſpect, and to reſemble ſome God, ſhe 
was ſtruck with confuſion at the appearance; 
whereupon ſhe ſaid, Art not thou king daul? 
for Samuel had diſcovered him to her. The 
king upon this made himſelf known, and asked 
her the cauſe of the great diſorder he perceived 
ſhe was in? To which ſhe anſwered, That ſbe 
[aw a certain perſon, of a divine aſpect, aſcend- 
ing out of the earth. Then ſaid Saul, Whon 
goth he who appears to thee reſemble £ What 


i 


dot h he ſeem to he? To this the woman anſwered, 
He is an old man, of a reverend appearance, 
and cloathed in a prieſt's habit. This deſcrip- 
tion made Saul very ſenſible that it was Samuel; 
whereupon he ftoopped with his face to the 
ground, and bowed himſelf. Then the ghoſt of 
Samuel asked him., What reaſon had induced 
him to diſquiet him and bring bim up? To which 
he replied, That neceſſity had obliged him to 1 


mities and forſaken of God, who neither by 
prophets, nor by dreams, was pleaſed to ani, 
him, he had therefore applied to him, who has 
always ſhewn a tender regard to his affaits- 
Samuel now perceiving the thort time Sau/ ha 
to live, acquainted him, that it was to no pur 
poſe for him to enquire what was to befal 1 
ſince he was ſenſible that God was diſpleaſe 


wit! 
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:-h him. and become His irreconcileable enemy: 
we f py Ani) to t hee thus much, That Pro 
vidence has ordained that David ſhall be Ring, 
and ſhall prove victorious in battle, As for t hes, 
according to what I prophejied to thee, when I | 
remained among ſt the living, Thou fhalt loſe thy 
kingdom and life at ons time, becanſe tho didſt 
not obey God in his commands unto thee, when 
thou warredſt againſt the Amalekires; and Fnow 
zell thee 1 that the Paleſtines hall ſubdue 
thy people in battle, and thou and thy fons falling 

in the encounter ſhall to-morrow be with me. 
Saul having heard theſe 3 of ue 
fell ſtraightway all along upon the earth, either 
by rea of the exoolh of grief, which had 


no ſuſtenance all the foregoing day and night.) 
In a little time he began to come flowly to him- 
ſelf; which the woman perceiving, ſhe ſollicited 
him to eat ſomething, and begged him to do it 
in favour to her who had, to oblige him, in- 
curred the danger of loſing her life, in divining 
for him even when ſhe knew not that he was 
Saul; though at firſt, through fear, ſhe had re- 


to ſuffer her to ſpread the table, and ſer ſome 
proviſions thereon, with which he might re- 
treth himſelf, and thoſe with him, and thereby 


overcome with an exceſſive ſorrow, rejected all 
her perſuaſions, and ſeem'd inconſolable, which 
made her ſtill more urgent upon him, till in the 
end ſhe induced him to take ſome meat. She 
had at this time a young calf, and very fat, in 
the houſe, which ſhe had brought up with her 
own hand, and was the only companion of her 
ſolitary lite ; this ſhe immediately killed, and 
prepared the fleſh, which ſhe ſet before Sau 
and his attendants ; who having eaten thereof, 
returned to the camp that night. THR 

It is a piece of juſtice due to this woman, 
thar we ſpeak ſomething in commendation of 
her generous liberality towards Sau and thoſe 
with him: For whereas not only the exer- 
= ciſc of her art, by which ſhe could have in- 
= crcaſed her fortune, had been prohibited by 
== him, and himſelf never before this conjuncture 
had been ſeen by her; nevertheleſs, unmindful 
== of the injury ſhe received by the prohibition 
of the exerciſe of her skill, ſhe entertained 
him, not as one that had done her an injury, 


de expected a woman of her profeſſion would 
have done; but on the contrary, ſhe pitied his 
= condition, when once ſhe had heard it, and en- 
= ccavour'd to adminiſter comfort to him; at the 


cn dame time adviſing and perſuading him to re- 
7; ceire ſome ſuſtenance, which, for a long time, 
_ ﬀ he abſolutely refuſed to do - and when the had 
" 2 | ©vercome his obſtinacy, in the moſt friendly and 


liberal manner that could be, beſtow'd upon him 
be only living creature that comforted her in her 
Poor way of life, And all this ſhe did without 
being induced thereto by any motive of gra- 

dude for kindneſs received, being done to one 
_ - had never ſeen before ; or expectation of 
I 3 benefit, that might induce her to 
hs 8 nerous action, knowing that Sau} was 
KY 0 e point of loſing both his kingdom and 
No. 14. i 


ſeized bim, or by his long faſting (having taken 


fuſed to perform it: Wherefore ſhe deſired him 


recover ſtrength to return to the camp. Saul, 


and was an utter ſtranger to her; as it might 


145 
liſe: Which manner of dealing is but little 
ſuitable to the uſual way of men, who expect 
to be acknowledged and gratified for favours be- 
ſtowed'; and only upon account of thoſe receiv'd, 
think themſelves. obliged to the performance 
of good offices. On all theſe accounts therefore, 
the demands out regard and: efteewy and we 
ought to account it the moſt" pieus abt, and 
moſt agreeable to the dignity of human nature, 
without any hope of tecompence; to relieve 


' thoſe that are in diſtreſs; not only as it is a 


reſemblance of the divine goodneſs, but a 


means of making the Almighty deftow his fa- 


yours upon us. Thus much we have thought 
fir to ſpeak concerning this woman of Endor. 
We will here add ſomething that may be of 
great uſe and advantage, not only to cities, 
people, and nations, but to all good men; 
ſomething that may inſpire all with a deſire 
following virtue, and purchafing renown; and 
making their names immortal ; that may excite 
kings, princes, and governors of cities, to the 
performance of valiant and magnanimous at- 
chievements, and to die bravely in defence of 
their country; and to ſuſtain and bear with an 
intrepidity of ſoul, all the misfortunes and acci- 
dents of human life : And we ſhall take occafion 
to obferve, what we are about to ſay, from this 
hiſtory of Saul, the king of the Hebrews. 
This prince, though he was well acquainted 
with whatſoever ſhould befal him, and that he 
was to die according to what the prophet had 
predicted to him; yet he never once endea- 
voured to avoid the ſtroke of death denounced 
againſt him; or to throw a blemiſh upon his 
high reputation in the world, by 1 mg 
his army into the hands of his enemy, throug 
any motive of prolonging his life. On the con- 
trary, caſting himſelf, with his whole family 
and children, into the moſt imminent danpers, 
he efteemed it a brave action, in company with 
them, to die in battle for the people his ſub- - 
jets; and thought it more glorious for his ſons, 
who were all ſtrong and ſtout men, to fall with 
him in the field of action, than ſurvive him, who 
ſhould be ignorant of their future behaviour in 
the world. Beſides, he judged that acting in 
ſuch manner would prove the means of perpe- 
tuating his and their memory to all ages, and 
was preferable, even to a race of ſucceflors ; 
and therefore (in our opinion) he is deſervedly 
to be held in eſteem; and any perſon that may 
reſemble him in ſuch commendable qualifications 
deſerves to be celebrated for the excellency of 
his virtue. For we think thoſe hiſtorians to be in 
the wrong, who ſtile thoſe perſons great and vali- 
ant, in the ſeveral paſſages of their books wherein 
they have occaſion to mention them, who march 
out to battle with a certain hope of victory, and 
ſafe return therefrom : But thoſe can alone be 
term'd ſtout and enterprizing, and men undaunt- 


ed at the appearance of dangers, who have de- 


mean'd themſelves in like manner as Saul is here 
related to have done. For though ſome, who are 
ignorant of what is to be the event, and hoping 
the beſt, my march to battle, with an intrepi- 
dity and vehemence of ſoul, and perform all the 
moſt difficult enterprizes in it; I ſay, though 


wy perform thus, yet they cannot in n 
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be called men of ſo gallant; and brave a ſpirit 
as thoſe; whoſe thoughts are quite free, as 


Vell from the hopes of proſperous, as fears of 


adverſe fortune ; but are firmly perſuaded, and 
know of a certain, that they ſhall die in the 
engagement, not wichſtanding which they are in 
no fort. dejected, but go on with a reſolution 
to encounter death: Such perſons as theſe diſ- 
cover the moſt approved, and moſt unerring 
ſigns of true magnanimity and valour. In this 
manner was it that Say} behaved himſelf; 
thereby ſhewing an example to all who are de- 
ſirous of an extenſive renown aſter death, to 


follow his ſteps, who hath left this leſſon to 
ſucceeding kings, teaching them not to appear 


too mean and deſpicable in their adverſity, nor 
over arrogant and haughty in their proſperity. 
Many more things might be added in commen- 
dation of Saul's excellent courage; bur, leſt 
we ſhould be thought too prolix, and too partial, 
in our encomiums of him, we will now return 
back to the matter from which we made this 
digrefſion. - | 

The Paleſtines being encamped as is above 
related, and having muſtered their people, each 
under their ſeveral leaders and governors, at 
lait came Anc hus with his company, attended 
by David, together with his fix hundred men. 
The other princes of the Paleſtines having ta- 
ken notice of the Hebrews that accompanied 
the king of Gitta, asked him, How, and from 
whence they came hither © To this his anſwer 
was, © That it was David, the ſervant of Saul 


© the king of I/rael, whom, having eſcaped the 


death intended by his maſter, I, /aid Anchus, 


Have entertain'd; and who, in conſideration of 


what I have done for him, and to be revenged 
of his maſter Saul, is willing to 74, us againſt 
him; in whom I have not found any thing to 
blame fence he hath been with me. But this an- 


ſwer did not at all ſatisſy the other princes, 


who were much diſpleaſed with Auchus, for 
having choſen an enemy for his aſſiſtant: For, 
ſaid they, What fitter opportunity can he ever 
have to reconcile himſelf to his maſter, than by 
falling off to him in the time of battle, and 
turning his arms againſt us? And it is probable 
in the higheſt degree, that there is a ſecret un- 


| derftanding between them : Wherefore make this 


ellow to return unto the place which thou haſt 
allotted him. Is not this, added they, that 
David of whom the damſels ſang, that many 
thouſands of the Paleſtines were ſlain by him? 
Anchus having heard the princes after this 
manner declare themſelves, he agreed to what 
they had demanded, and ordered David to be 
ſent tor, who coming into his preſence, he thus 
ſpoke to him: © I, for my part, approve of 
© thy fidelity, and of thy readineſs to ſerve 
me, which induced me to take thee along 
with me in this expedition; but the reſt of 
the princes entertain not the like ſentiments 
with me, in reſpect of thee, for which reaſon I 
deſire thee this day to return to the place T have 
aſſigned thee, and not to harbour any doubts 
of my good-will towards thee, but remain 
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* there a ſafeguard to my kingdom, repellin 
the inchrfions of any enemies that may ha > 
pen; for. to ſuch, putpoſe I entertain thee,” 
David hereupon, in obedience to the command 
of Auc hus, march d back to Sike//a, Now it came 
to paſs, whilſt David was abſent, accompanying 
Auc hus to the camp of the Paleſtines, that the 
Amalekites made an inroad into the countr 
about Skela, and marching up to it's walls 
ſtormed, and at laſt burnt it; and having taken 
a very great ſpoil, not only from thence, but 
our of the neighbouring fields, they marched 
off, carrying it along with them. 4 
David, after he had found Sike//a burgr 
and all things in it plundered, and that not only 


his two wives, but all the citizens with their 


wives and children, were led into captivity, 


he rent his cloaths, The ſorrow which he and 
his men had conceived at this melancholy fight, 


was ſo exceflive, and they weeped fo abundantly, 
that they had no more tears wherewithal to 
expreſs the bitterneſs of their anguith : As for 
David, he met with a double misfortune ; for 
he was apprehenſive of being ſtoned to death 
by his men, who, vehemently lamenting the 
captivity of their wives and children, blamed 
him as the ſole cauſe of the misfortunes that 


had happened. However, in a little time, he 


began to have reſpite from his grief, and to put 
his confidence in God; upon which he deſired 
Abiathar, the high prieſt, to put on the ephod 
and enquire of God, if he ſhould purſue the 
Amalekites, and if he ſhould overtake them, 
and regain in ſafety the women and children 
they had taken, and have an opportunity of 
revenging the hoſtilities they had committed. 
The high prieſt having returned him for anſwer, 
That he might ene them, and ſhould oyer- 
take them, and recover all; he ftraightway 
went after them with his ſix hundred men, and 
coming to a certain torrent, called“ Baſelus, 
he lighted upon a perſon, an Agyptian by 
birth, in a hungry and ftarved condition, who 
had received no manner of ſuſtenance for the 
ſpace of three days, and as many nights, but had 
wandered all that time forlorn in the wilderneſs, 
whom he relieved with ſome proviſions and 
drink, and asked him, Who he was, and to 
whom he belong'd ? The man upon this told 
him, He was an Agyptian, but that his 


© maſter had left him there, becauſe he had 


© fallen ill in his journey, and was on that ac- 
© count unahle to perform it ; moreover, he 
©.confeſled that his maſter was one of thoſe 
* who had aſſiſted, not only in burning and 
* laying waſte Stella, but ſeveral other places 
in the country of Fudea.” 

David, having received this intelligence 
from the man, made him conduct him to the 
place where the Amalekites were marched, when 
coming up with them, he found them in a 
negligent manner ſcattered over all the ground; 
ſome eating, ſome drinking, and others te. 
joicing and dancing, becauſe of the great {poll 
they had taken. Bavid obſerving this, made 3 
ſudden attack upon them, who were ill pte. 


pared 


q : a $ , 
Baſ. G. and Samb. have it Haſelus; Epiph. Baſorus; and our Opinion is, that Flaviys made it Baſirus 
or Baſer, for Beſor or Bofor is the Hebrew Word. | 
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getend themſelves; as expecting ne 
py —— 3 nor having their arms 
— eadineſs to repel the aſſault, they had en- 
ky 0 ; devoted themſolves to jollity and mirth 5 
which made their overthrow the more eaſy, 
4 0 vas therefore attended with a great and ter- 
able ſtaughrer. Some, as they ſat at — -A 
bles, had their heads cut off, 8 | = 
blood, with what they had juſt 8 0 0 
drunken, guſhed out like a torrent. Some = 
killed as they were raiſing theit wine to t 
mouths; and others, awakin from their debauch, 
were in à moment cut off, being half wo 
"Thoſe who had armed. themſelves with de ign 
to repel rhe fury of David, were variquiſhe 
with the ſame eaſe as thoſe who had no wea- 
poris of war in their hands. The laughter con- 
tinned from * one of the clock in the morn- 
ing, till the evening, whereby all the _ 
kites were cut off, except four hundred 0 
them, who riding upon (+) Dromedaries eſcaped 


and fled. Moreover, David not only re- 


ined all the ſpoil they had taken, but alſo 
— his dr e together with thoſe of 
the reſt of his men. After this, he marched 
back, and being come to the place where two 
hundred of his men had been left, becauſe of 


their faintneſs and inability to follow him, the 


four hundred who had been aſſiſtants in reco- 
verigg the plunder, refuſed to divide the ſpoll 
with them, or ſuffer them to receive any part 
thereof; ſeying, They had not accompanied 
© them to the fight; but through ſloth and la- 


© zineſs had refuſed to pur ſue the enemy; add- 


ing, They ought to be content with receivin 


behaviour and reſolution of theirs diſpleaſed 
David, who ſaid, they acted unreaſonably and 
unjuſtly. For it was very fit, and a thing 
conſiſtent with equity, that, ſince, under the 
favour and protection of God, they had not 
only revenged themſelves upon their enemies, 
but recovered all the ſpoil taken from them, 
they ſhould make an equal partition of the ſame 
amongſt all the ſoldiers. Eſpecially, conſider- 
ing the neceſſity of leaving theſe two hun- 
dred men, to guard the camp and baggage. 


Wherefore, from this time forth, David eſta- 


bliſhed it for a law, which has been in force 
ever ſince his days, That whatever plunder 
ſhould happen to be obtained in war, an equal 
diviſion thereof ſhould be made, as well amongſt 
thuſe who were preſent in the engagement, as 
thoſe who were ordered to guard the camp. 
David after this, return'd to Hella, and ſent 
preſents of the ſpoil to all his friends and ac- 
quaintance of the tribe of Judah. And this 
is all the account that relates to the plun- 


c ering of this city, and the flaughter of the 
4 Amalekites, 


The Faleſtines, as well as Hebrews, havin 
now {et their armies in array, a tierce battle 
enſued, which was obſtinately fought by both 
ſides; but the former proved too ſtrong for the 
latter, a great number of whom were ſlain in 
the light. Saul and his ſons behaved them- 
elves valiantly in this engagement, eſpecially 


In the Sacred Book it is written, From twilight, until the evening of the next day. 


of the Antiſuities of the Jews. | 1 47 


theiſohs; who with an inexpreſſible intrepidity 
of ſoùl, ruſhed amongſt the enemy, and ſeem' d 
to be firmly reſolved bravely and valiantly to 


die, having abandoned all hopes of obtaining 


the victory. This made the whole forces of 


the enemy turn againſt them, by which on a 


ſudden, being ſurrounded; they were ' over- 
powered by numbers, and fo lain, having firſt 
made a great ſlaughter of thoſe that oppoſed 
them. The names of theſe ſons of Saul, were 
Jonathan, Aminadab, and Melchiſus, whoſe 
deaths occafion'd the Hebrews to fly, upon 
which the Paleſtines followed them ar their 
heels, and a terrible confuſion and diforder en- 
ſued. Saul alſo fled, together with thoſe of 
his men that had ſtood by him and remained 


about him, the greateſt part of whom fell by 
the archers of the Faleſtines. As for himſelt, 
after he had for a long time fought valiantly, 


and received ſo many wounds, that he was ren- 
dered unable to hold out any longer, or even to 
ſupport himſelf ; nay, ſo weak, as not to have 
power to kill himſelf ; he commanded his ar- 
mour-bearer to draw his ſword and ſtab him, 
that he might not fall alive into the hands of 


the enemy. The armour-bearer had not cou- 


rage enough to perform ſo melancholy a com- 
mand upon his maſter. Wherefore Saul drew 
out his own ſword, and putting the naked 
point to his breaſt, leaned upon it; but being un- 
able to thruſt it in, he turned himſelf ſlowly 


about, and ſeeing a young man ſtanding by his 
ſide, he asked him who he was? When receiv- 


ing for anſwer, that he was an Amalekite, he 


| g prayed him to thruſt the ſword through his body, 
© back in ſafety their wives and children.“ This 


which his weakneſs would not permit him to do, 
and to finiſh his deſired death. Upon this, the 
Amalekite perform'd the fatal command; and 
having done it, he took the golden bracelets 
from his arms, and the royal crown from his 
head, and fled away. The armour-bearer ſee- 
ing now his maſter ſlain, threw himſelf upon 
his own ſword and died; and not one of the 
king's guards ſaved himſelf, but all, without 
diſtinction, were put to the ſword in the moun- 
tain called Gi/bce, The Hebrews who dwelt in 


the valley beyond Fordan, and they who in- 


habited the cities in the plain, when they had 
heard of the death of Saul and his ſons, and 


the great army that had marched after him to 


battle, forſook their cities, and withdrew them- 
ſelves into their places of defence; upon which 
the Paleſtines entered into the towns they had 
thus left and dwelt in them. 

The next day, as the Paleſtiues were buſy 
in plundering the enemy that had been killed 
in battle, amongſt the ſlain, found the bodies 
of Saul and his ſons, which they firſt ſtript 
of their cloaths and armour, and then cut off 
their heads which, they ſent by meſſengers 
throughout all their country, to make known 
amongſt their people how they had ſlain the 
Hebrews in battle. They placed the armour 
of Saul and his ſons, in the houſe of Aſtarot h, 
and nailed their dead bodies to crucifixes, 
placed upon the walls of Berh-/han, a city now 
called Scythopolis. But ſome of the moſt ſtout 


and 
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and valiant men of Fabeſp-Gilead, a city pro- pleaſant place of their country, called (a) Surg. 


- 


and mourned with their wives andchildren ſeven 


ductive of men of courage, coming to be ac- | 
quainted how the heads of the bodies of Saul ſucceflive days; in which ſpace of time they 
and his ſons had been cut off; they were ſorely neither eat nor drank, but continued their Ia 
troubled, and accounted it an unworthy and diſ- 2 by weeping, and beating their 
honourable thing to let them remain any longer breaſts. Ni | 

without burial. Wherefore, they match d out of This was the cataſtrophe of Saul, according 
their city, and purſued their journey all the night, to the prophecy of Samuel, becauſe he had dis- 
until they were arriv'd at Betbſhan Being come obeyed God, in not wholly deſtroying the race 
thither, they aſcended the walls, and taking of the Amalekites, and becauſe he had (lain 
thence the bodies, carried them to Zabeſh-Gi- Arc himeloch with the edge of the ſword, to. 
lead, maugre all the oppoſition of the Paleftines, gether with his whole houſe. The time that 
who were not able to hinder them. A little Saul reigned over Iſrael, was, whilſt Samy] 
while after, the inhabitants of Fabeſb-Gilead was yet alive, eighteen years, and (bd) two. 
took the bodies, and buried them in a moſt . and twenty years after his deceaſe. 


(4) The Septuagint call it thus, and ſo do the Fews, and our Author; othets term it a Grove, and the 
Scripture ſays, Under a Tree. PS b) This Account is mentioned in the Ba, and Geneva 
Editions, and in all other Greek Books of Joſephus which we have peruſed. Fpiphanius has inſerted +5, 
with the Addition of Twenty Years ; which we preſume is right, and more analogous to the Chronology or 
this Book, Peter Comeſtor, (citing it from Fpiphanius) ſpeaks thus: And Saul reigned in the Life-time of 
Samuel Eighteen Years, and after his Death Two Fears; which Two Tears are not mentioned in any Paſſage of 
F ripture. But Zonaras adds the Twenty. Notwithſtanding theſe Authorities, Clemens and Eutychius of 
N w_ Followers, as we have Reaſon to believe, of Foſephns, include theſe Twenty Years in the 
eign O Sau . . | 


The END of the Sixth BOOK, 
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BOOK THE SEVENTH. 


H E battle of which we have juſt 
now given the account, fell out 
on the fame day, wherein Da- 
HS; vid evercame the Amalekites, 


N —— 


— kella. In this city he abode two 


; : | days, when on the third, the man, who had 


= ſlain Saul, having eſcaped out of the battle, in 
company with ſome Pa/e/tines, came with his 


= cloaths rent, and earth upon his head. And ap- 


pearing before David, he fell proſtrate upon the 


— ground, doing him obeyſance, This man be- 
ng asked by David, whence, and why he came 
u that mourntul condition, he told him, © That 


e 


= < hc was come from the engagement between 
the Hebrews and Paleſtines, and informed 
nim of the unfortunate event of the battle: 
That the Hebrews were diſcomfited, and 
= - many thouſands of them were fallen b 


be begged him to finiſh what himſelf was 
not able to perform, which, as he frank! 

cogfeſſed to him, he then did.“ Laſtly, 
s confirm all he had related, he produced to 
avid the golden bracelets, and crown of 
c, Which, he ſaid, he had taken away al- 
der he was fallen dead upon the ground, with 
vo other deſign than to make a preſent of 
them to him. 
David nom being put out of all doubt and 
5 4755 after theſe ſure but ſad tokens of 


8 FJ and returned victorious to = 


CHAP, I. 


How David ruled over one of the Tribes in the City Chebron, and the Son of Saul over 
the reſt; and how, a Civil War breaking out, Aſael and Abner were Slain. 


the death of Saul were ſhewn to him, rent 
his cloaths, and in company with the men 
about him, wept and bewailed this hard for- 
tune of the army of the Hebrews his country- 
men all that day, Bur the fate of Fonathan 
the ſon of Faul, ſtruck his ſoul with a more 
bitter, and more inſupportable ſorrow. For 
he conſidered, that he had not only loſt his 
moſt faithful friend, but one who had evident] 

approved himſelf the preſerver of his life. Be- 
ſides, the unfeigned love and reſpect he had 
for Saul, which appeared on this occaſion, was 
very great and ſurpriſing ; which not only 
manifeſted itſelf in thoſe floods of tears ' ſhed 
by David for his unhappy death, who had en- 
deavoured ſeveral times, with his own hand to 
take away his life, and had often expoſed him 
to the danger of death, by the hands of others ; 


y bur did alſo further diſcover itſelf, in his put- 
[© the ſword;* And moreover, he added the 


WS diſmal account of the death of Sar! and his ſons: 
That what he ſaid might be depended upon, 
being himſelf a ſpectator of the flight and 
WE < {laughter made of the Hebrews ; and that he 
ſtood by Saul when he endeavoured to ſtab ' 
= melt ; who, fearing to be taken alive by 
the enemy, and not having ſtrength enough, 
becauſe of the many wounds he had received, 
do force the point of his ſword through his 
body, after he had thrown himſelf upon it, 


ting to death the perſon who ſlew him. For 
David, having told the man that himſelf was 
his own accuſer, being alſo an Amalekite by his 
birth, he commanded him to be ſlain. More- 
over, David compoſed lamentations, and ele- 
gies, in praiſe of Saul and Fonathan, part of 
which are ftill extant. 

When David had performed theſe rites in 
memory of Saul, and the time of lamentation 
was over; he conſulted God by his prophet, 
which of the cities belonging to the tribe of 
Judah, he would be pleaſed that he ſhould 
abide in. To this requeſt the Almighty 
anſwered, That he ſhould live in Chebron. Upon 
this, David, taking with him his two wives, 
and his company of men, removed from Sella, 
and went thither ; where all the people of the 
tribe of Judah aſſembling they created him king 
over them. Soon after this, David came to be 
acquainted, how the inhabitants of Fabeſh- 
Gilead had buried Saul and his ſons: Upon 
which he ſent meſſengers to thank and to com- 
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mend them for the laudable action they had 
done, and to aſſure them he would requite it; 
and laſtly, to ſignify to them that he was cho- 
ſen king over the tribe of Judab. 

Now Abner, the general of Saul's army, a 
man of unwearied diligence, brave, valiant, 
and naturally of a liberal and beneficent diſpo- 


ſition, as ſoon as he underſtood that Saul, and 


Ne and two other of his ſons, were 
ain in battle, he went back with the utmoſt 


haſte to the camp, whence taking (a) Jeboſt hus, 


the only ſon now remaining, of Saul, he paſſed 


with him over Jordan to the people there, and 
made him king over all the Jſraelites, except 


the tribe of Fudah. Beſides, he appointed the 
lace of his reſidence ta be at (b) Manalin, 
10 called by the natives in their mother- tongue, 
but by the Greeks, the (c) Tents. Now Abner 
was very deſirous of engaging with the tribe of 
Fudah, who had greatly incenſed him, by their 
creating David their King; wherefore makin 
choice of the ſtouteſt and moſt able ſoldiers in 
hisarmy, he marched with the utmoſt expedition 
with them againſt this tribe. To oppoſe Abner, 


Joab, the ſon of Sarvia, and nephew of David, 


conducted all his army, wherein were his two 
brothers, Abeſicus and Aſacl. When both 
armies were come up to the pool of Gabas, 
they put themſelves in battle array; upon 
which Abner ſaying, that he was willing to 
know whoſe ſoldiers were the braveſt, it was 


agreed ſtraightways that twelve young men 
belonging to each ſide ſhould make trial: 
Theſe perſons ſtepping out into a vacant place, 


between the two armies, they each threw a 
ſpear, and then drawing their ſwords, and 
catching every one his fellow by the head, they 
thruſt the blades into each others body, and 
all of them fell down dead upon the ground. 
After they had thus killed one another, the 


two armies joined battle, which was maintain'd 


with equal ardour and reſolution for ſome time 


on both ſides, till the ſoldiers of Abner, ha- 


ving quite ſpent all their ſtrength, gave ground 


and fled, J oab obſerving this, laid hold of the 
advantage thrown into his hands, and making 


his men to follow him, he purſued the enemy 
cloſe at their heels, and did not ceaſe from the 
Chace till he had ſubdued them. His two bro- 
thers behaved themſelves gallantly in this en- 
gagement, eſpecially Aſacl, the youngeſt, who 
gave a more. particular teftimony of his for- 
wardneſs than the reſt; namely, in purſuing 
after Abner with all his might, and not turning 
from him in the chace, either to the right hand 
or to the left. Now A/ac/ was remarkable for 
his ſwiftneſs of foot, not only ſurpaſſing other 
men in running, but able alſo to outſtrip a hotſe 
in the full ſpeed of his race. Abner therefore 
being chus cloſely purſued, looked back, and 
endeavouring to avoid the ſtroke he made at 
him, bid him ceaſe ſrom chaſing him, but to turn 


aſide and take the armour of ſome of the young 
men. Theſe words had no influence upon 4/as/ 
which made Abrer then pray and intreat him - 
to ſtop, and not follow him any further, ſaying 
If T kill thee, how can I hold up my face jy 


1 thy brot her? But A/ae/ ſtill refuſing to 


earken unto the words of Abner, and perlifti 
in the purſuit of him, he {track him with the 
hinder end of his javelin, which paſſing through 


his body laid him dead upon the ground; and 


thus was he deliver'd from his moſt dangerous 
purſuer. Thoſe who accompanied Aal in 
following after Abner, being come up to the 
place where the dead body lay, they ſtood 
round it, and ceaſed to purſue the enemy an 

further. But Foab and his brother Abeſſeus, 
moved with a vehement indignation at the death 
of their brother, paſſed on beyond him, and 
being more eager, and reſoly'd to revenge them. 
ſelves on Abner, deſiſted not from purſuin 


him till they came at a place call'd (7) Amala, 


when the ſun went down upon them. 

Here the men of the tribe of Benjamin, to- 
gether with Abner, having aſcended a riſin 
ground, 1n the ſight of Joab, Abner, lifting 
up his voice, ſaid, It was not only a mournful 
but an unjuſt thing for fellow-tribes, and of the 
ſame ſtock and kindred, tobe ſo violently enraged, 
as to endeavour the deſtruction of one another; 
that Aſael, the brother of Joab was only to be 
blamed, who, after he had intreated him to pur- 
ſue after him no further, but to ceaſe from fol- 
leming him, would, not be perſuaded to it, hieb 
obliged him. in his own defence to keep him of 
with his ſpear, whereby he was killed. Theſe 
words of Abner prevailing at this time upon 

ob, who ſeemed to be ſatisfied with what 
he had ſaid, he ordered to ſound a retreat upon 
the trumpet, thereby recalling, and reſtraining 
his men from the purſuit. After this was done 
he encamped upon the hill, and ſtayed there 
that night. But Abner continuing his march un- 
til the morning, and paſſing with his men over 
Jordan, went to (e) the Tents, to Feboſthus the 
ſon of Saul. The next day Foab having ſurveyed 
the ſlain, he ordered them to be buried. Of the 
party of Abner, about three hundred and three- 
{core were killed; but of the men of David only 
nineteen, beſides Aſacl, whoſe body his bro- 
thers, Foab and Abeſſæus, carried to Bethlehem, 
and buried it in his father's ſepulchre ; after 
which they went to David at Chebron. From 
this time forth there was a civil war amongſt the 
Hebrews betwixt the families of Sau! and of 
David, which continued for a long time, where- 
in the affairs of David received a daily increaſe 
of ftrength, but thoſe of the ſon of Saul a 
conſtant diminution. 

Whilſt David reigned at Chebron, he had 
ſix ſons born unto him, of ſo. many wives; the 
eldeſt was named Ammon, whoſe mother's name 
was () Achnia ; the ſecond, born of Ages 

. U 


(a) Isbeſthus according to the Hebrew; and in the Records of the Temple, Ibaalus or Erbaalus. But 


Foſephus wrote it Feboſtbus. 


Manalin. (c) I Reg. 11. 8. It is laid, And be lead bim about by the Tents. 


Editions have it. (e) Here it is fo termed, 


Aebinia, the Hebrew lays Achinoam. 


(% Bocbart ſuppoſes this Word ſhould be written Manaim, but Hud" 


(d) So the belt 
(f) In a Paſſage before Jeſephus writes this V ord 
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Book VII. 

Ned (a) Daniel; the third, of (b) Ma- 
N 5 . of 92 Tholomeus King 
of the Geſfrites, 7 Abeſalom ; the fourth, 
6 ) 2 (Þ 5 Saphatia ; and the fixth, 
ot (i) Egia, Vas called ( Gethraama: 
The civil diſſentions now ſtill more increafing, 
many skirmiſhes and encounters being every 
day carried on, by the parties of both kings, 
Abner, the general over the forces of Feboſt hus, 
a prudent man, and whom the whole army un- 


der his command entirely loved, brought it 


about, that the ſoldiery revolted from the king 
his maſter, and went over to David, of which 
the occalion is to be ſeen in rhe ſequel. 

This general, ſome time after this, was ac- 
cuſed and reprehended by Febothrs, for ha- 
ving had criminal correſpondence with Ræſpha, 
the daughter of Sibathus, and the concubine of 
Saul. By this charge Abner was nettled very 
much, who thought he was ill required by the 
king, whoſe affairs and intereſt he had con- 
ſtantly, with the greateſt chearfulneſs, pro- 
moted ; inſomuch that he rhreatened to tranſ- 
late the kingdom to David, whereby it would 
appear that the people beyond Fordan, were not 
reduced, and kept, under the government of 
E by his own capacity or skillfulneſs, 

ut by the good diſcipline and order he himſelf 
maintained in the army, whereby the people 
were kept in ſubjection. After this he diſ- 
patched ambaſſadors to David, with orders to 
obtain an oath of him, that after he had per- 
ſuaded the people to revolt from Jeboſthus, 
and made him king over all the [/-ac/ites, he 
would from that time forth account him his un- 
doubted friend and ally. This embaſſy of 
Abner was very acceptable to David, who im- 


mediately entered into a league with him, but 


upon condition that he ſhould firſt give him a 
proof of the friendſhip he offer'd, by reſtoring 
to him Michal his wife, whom he had purchaſed 
with great hazard and danger of his life; 
namely, in bringing fix hundred heads of the 
Paleſtines to Sau} her father, before he could 
obtain her in marriage. Abner upon this took 
Michal from Phalti, and ſent her to David. 
Jeboſt hus himſelf was not backward in this 
affair, for to him alſo David had written to re- 
ſtore her to him, who was his legitimate wife. 
Alter this, Abner aſſembling the elders of the 
people, and the centurions and tribunes, ſpake 
unto them in the manner following : © For- 
* almuch as formerly you did, voluntarily, 


and of your own accord, incline to forſake 


© Jeboſthus, and to put yourſelves under the 


government of David, from which I then 


: : diſſuaded you; I will now, if ye are wil- 
= ling, comply with that your deſire ; for I am 
pertuaded that, as God, by the prophet Samuel, 


1 ; hath anointed and conſtituted him king over 
= - the Hebrews, and hath foretold that he 
1 _ be the ſcourge of the Paleftines, and 

_  ſubduc and bring them under his obe- 


_ ISL ſo he ſhall actually obtain the ſove- 
_ gy over all ae.“ When the elders 


ab, of Abigail, (b) Maacah. 


I | (8) Abitai, (Þ) Shephatiah. (i) Eglah. 


Of the Antiqnities-of the Jews, 


Adonis; the fifth, of 


(e) Talmai. 
(k) Ithream. 
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and the officers of the atmy had attentively 
heard theſe words, and found, that the ſen- 
timents of Abner were agreeable © to what 
themſelves had before entertained, they wete 
induced at laſt to ſubmit themſelves to David. 
The general having gained his point with theſe, 
aſſembled next the tribe of Benjamin, which 
included the guards of Febofthus, to whom he 
ſpoke as he had done to the elders and officers: 
Theſe likewiſe he found condeſcending, and 
ready to favour his deſign; upon which, he, 
with twenty of them, went to David, that he 
might in perſon receive a confirmation of his 
oath, (for thoſe leagues we account more 
firm and ſure, which perſonally are enter*d into, 
than thoſe perform*d by proxy,) and acquaint 
him with the ſpeech he had made to the officers 
and the tribe ot Benjamin. Abner coming to 
David was received with all the marks of 
friendſhip, and with ſplendid and magnificent 
entertainments for many days, which were pre- 
pared for him; after which he deſired to re- 
turn and bring the people, that he might give 
the kingdom to him in their preſence and 
i, 

reel was Abner diſmiſſed and departed 
from Chebron, but Foab, the general over the 
army of David, came. He ſoon was inform'd 
that Abner had been with his maſter, and was 
bur a little time gone, having firſt entered into 
a league with him, and concerted all matters 
relating to the transferring the kingdom to him. 


The report of theſe things ſtruck a damp into 


Foab, who concluded that Abner would now 
certainly obtain the higheſt poſt of truſt and 
honour, and be eſteemed by David the perſon 
who had beſtow'd the kingdom upon him : Be- 
ſides, he conſider'd Abner's great ability in civil 
as well as in military affairs, and his dexterity in 
managing and in ſuiting every thing to it's pro- 
per time and ſeaſon: Wherefore he reſolv'd, if 
poſſible, to break the meaſures of Abner, and 
fruſtrate his intent. In order thereto, he firſt 
began to calumniate him before David, and to 
inſinuate, That it was imprudence in him to 
admit him into his preſence, and that he ought 


to guard himſelf both againſt his words and 


the promiſes he had made him, and to take care 
how he credited either of them; that all that 
he had faid and done was with no other deſign 
than to eſtabliſh the kingdom in the perſon of 
the ſon of Saul; for that all his pretenſions of 
friendſhip were fraudulent and colluſive, and 
done with the view of proſecuting his own 
wicked project, and to further his intent againſt 
him. But Foab perceiving that this diſcourſe 
of his' had no force upon the mind of David, 
who ſeemed not in the leaſt moved by it, had 
recourſe to ſomething of a more daring nature; 
for now he reſolved within himſelf to put 
Abner to death ; upon which he ſent meſſengers 
to follow after him, to whom he gave in 
charge to ſay to him, that they were come 
by the order of David to recal him, who 
wanted to learn ſomething of him, in relation 
to his own affairs, which he forgot to ſpeak of 


whilſt 


(d) Abſolom. (e) Haggith. . F) Adcni jab. 
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whilft he communed with him. Abner, after 
he had heard their meſſage, which they brought 


him in a place called Be/na, diſtant from Chebron 


about twenty furlongs, returned again to the 


city no way apprehenſive of any deſign againſt 


5 


him: But when Joab met him at the gate, he 


received him with marks of kindneſs and 
friendſhip, (this is a conſtant practice with thoſe 
men whoſe minds are bent upon miſchief, ro 
colour their treacherous intentions with an ap- 

earance of ſincerity and affection,) and as it 
Fo would have ſpoken with him privately, he 
took him aſide from his attendants, and con- 
ducted him to a private place near the gate, 
his brother Abe/ſ;zus only being preſent, when 
drawing his ſword, he ſtabbed him with it be- 
neath his ribs: Thus did Abner die by the 
treachery of Foab, who, as himſelf gave out, 
ſaid, he did it to revenge the death of his bro- 


ther A/ae/, ſlain by him as he purſued after 


him to Chebron, at the battle of Gelboe. But 
Joab, as is moſt probable, committed this baſe 
and cowardly murther, through his ſuſpicion 
and fear of loſing the command of the army, 
and leſt Abner ſhould procure to himſelf the 
principal poſt of honour under David. From 
this preceeding account may be obſerved, what 


things ſome men will attempt, that they may 


obtain a ſuperiority over others, and places of 
truſt and honour ; in acquiſition of which the 

endeavour to ſurmount all obſtacles in their 
way; committing numberleſs crimes and im- 
pieties, to accompliſh their deſires, and not 
ceaſing to perpetrate actions ſtill worſe and 
worſe, provided they can hope for the eſta- 


bliſhment of their ill acquir'd authority: Theſe 


men account it more eligible never to have 
arrived at a heighth of grandeur and power, 
than to fall from it after they have once at- 
tained it; and therefore to preſerve themſelves 
in that eminence of ſituation, wherein they are 
placed, and to which they have got by wicked 
and indirect means, they ſtick at no villainy, 
nor boggle at the moſt criminal actions, pro- 
vided they can give any falſe colour to what 
they do, and ſhroud themſelves from the pu- 


niſhment of the laws. And let it ſuffice to 


have ſaid thus much here, by way of reflection. 
David having heard of the death of Abner 
was greatly troubled in mind; upon which, 


ſtretching out his hands, and lifting up his voice 


to God, he ſolemnly declared before all about 
him, that he neither was acceſſary to the mur- 
ther, nor had any knowledge of it before it 
was perpetrated. Upon Joab, the author of 


the murther, and all his family, he pronounced 


molt heavy curſes, wiſhing that vengeance to 
purſue him, that uſes to overtake thoſe guilty 
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of that grievous crime; being unwilling he ſbould | 


be ſuſpected to have had any hand in it, con- 


trary to what he had ſworn to Abner * More. 
over he (a) enjoyned all the army to march 
before the bier of Abner, and with tears and 


lamentations, with their cloaths rent, and 
putting on of ſackcloth, to bewail his loſs, and 
to per form all funeral rites to him in the moſt 
ſolemn manner: The king, accompanied b 

the elders and princes of the people, followed af 
ter, who, by the ſighs and tears they ſhed on this 
occaſion, demonſtrated the love and kindneſs 
they bore Abner whilſt alive, and their ſorrow 
for his mournful death, contrary to their earneſt 
withes and deſires. After he had been magnificent- 
ly buried in Chebron, his funeral elegy being 
written by David, he ſtood upon his monument, 


and made an oration, which () cauſed the reſt 
to renew their ſorrows for him; and ſuch was 


David's trouble for the death of Abner, that he 
refuſed, maugre all the perſuaſions of his friends, 
to take any ſuſtenance; but ſwore that he would 
not taſte any thing, until the ſun was gone down, 
This behaviour in the king procured him great 
reſpect from the people, who always had enter- 
tained a moſt tender affection for Abner in his 


life time; and now wereexceedingly pleaſed to 


perceive how much he honoured him at his 
death, and that fidelity and friendſhip he ſhew'd 
in cauſing to be performed all due ſolemnities 
over him, as a friend 'and relation, and not 
diſhonouring him with an indecent interment. 
(c) This candid and generous treatment gave 
univerſal ſatisfaction to the people, who ima- 
gin'd David in the like occaſions would reſpe& 
them in the ſame manner, now they had had 
ocular demonſtration of his regard to Abner 
when dead. Moreover, the king, having an 
eye to his fame and character, uſed all requi- 
lite diligence to remove all ſuſpicions of his 
being the murtherer of Abner, or that he had 


been any ways acceſſary to his death. Where- 


fore he harangued the people thus: My 
« grief and concern for the death of ſo ex- 
« cellent a perſon, is very great, and the al- 
fairs of the Hebrews have received by his 
loſs no ſmall detriment ; becauſe, on the 
breaking out of a war, he was able to pro- 
rect them by the beſt counſel, and a fire- 
nuous and ſtout arm; notwithſtanding, God, 
who hath the ſuper-intendancy over all 
things, will not ſuffer him to lie dead una- 
venged ; and let me acquaint you, that, al- 
though I am too weak to do with Foab and 
Abeſſæus as they deſerve, he certainly will 
repay their wickedneſs with a fit puniſh- 
ment.“ Thus was a period put to the lite 
of Abner. 15 
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(a) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: He commanded the People to weep and lament over the Man, and to 


honour his Body with funeral Rites, when they beheld him with his Cloaths rent, and covered with Sackcloth. 


(b) He influenced by his Example, the reſt to do the like. Gelen. (c) All the People, on Account of the 
tweet and compaſſionate Temper of the King, were glad. Coe. a r 
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How, after Jeboſthus was treacherourly elain by bis Friend, David obrained the 
2 Kingdom over all the Iſraelites; 


8 foon as Febofthns had received the 
news of the . 
ſorely troubled on account of his being de- 


1 both of a perſon related to him by 


indred, and alſo of one who had procured the 
ets for him. But Febofthus himſelf did 
not long ſurvive Abner ; for in a little while 


after he was ſlain by treachery, by (1) Banaoth, 


and (2) Thannus, the ſons of (3) Hieremmon © 
wh perſons being Benjamites, and of the 
firſt rank, thought, if they put Jebofhns to 
death, they ſhould be well rewarded by David 
for their pains ; believing that ſuch an action 
would deſerve ſome high poſt in the army, or 
other honourable employment. With this view 
they went and found Jeboſthus ſleeping alone 
in his bed-chamber at noon; and perceivin 
neither the guards nor the porter of the houſe 
on duty, they flew him; after which they cut 
off his head, and travelling all that day and 
the following night, as if they had fled from 
thoſe they had injured, arrived with 1t at 
Cbebron; where coming before David, from 
whom they expected a grateful recompence, 
they ſhewed it to him, and expected to have 
been commended. for the ' readineſs they had 
ſhewn to ſerve him in cutting off his enemy, 
and the rival of his kingdom. But David was 
ſo far from approving. what they had done, 
that he thus expreſſed the horrour and deteſta- 
tion he conceived of ſo barbarous and impious 
a crime as they had committed. You moſt 
© wicked and moſt deſerving of puniſhment, 
What! are you thus ſoon 3 forgetful 
of the juſt death I inflicted upon him who 
brought me the crown of gold after he had 
ſlain Saul, at his own deſire, for fear of fall- 
ing into the hands of his enemy! Do you 
ſuppoſe me to be changed from myſelf, or 
that I am no more the ſame perſon, to be 
delighted with wicked actions, or to counte- 
nance the murther you have committed upon 
your maſter, by taking his head off in his 


righteous perſon, and one who never did 
injury to any man, but heaped his favours 
upon you in an eſpecial manner > Wherefore 
I will avenge his death, by taking your lives 
away, and revenge myſelf upon you for cut- 
ting him off, under an opinion of my fa- 
vouring you for the murder. Your enter- 
_ taining ſuch baſe ſentiments of me, is the 
; greateſß injury you could have done my re- 

putatioꝝ and huaour.* Having thus ſpoken, 
he commanded them to be put to death; after 
which he honourably buried the head of Je- 
 bofthus in the ſepulchre of Abner. 9 
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(1) H. V. Baanah. (2 


Rechab. 
Underſtanding Wiſdom in the * 


imes. 


ty thouſand is a Queſtion, the Sacred Books mention no ſuch Number. 


Q.q 


No. 15; 


eath of Abner, he was 


own bed-chamber ; the head of Jebofthus, a 


and fix hundred choice men. 


| (3) Rimmon. 
Vulg. who knew all Times, 


| 1 SUITS " pak WY 
Alter theſe things were performed, all the 


princes of the Hebrews, with the tribunes and 
captains, came to David at Chebron, and ſub- 
mitted themſelves to him. They related to him 
what kindneſs they had for him whilſt Sau! 
was living, and the reſpe& they had always 
entertained for him, when he commanded the 
thouſands of 1/-az]. Moreover, they took no- 
tice to him, how God, by his ptophet Samuel, 
had appointed him to be their king, and his 
poſterity after him; but that to him alone it 
was given to conquer the Paleſtines, and pre- 
ſerve their country. David hearing this frank 
teſtimony of their duty, commended their zeal 
for his ſervice, and remonſtrated to them the 
advantage they ſhould have in continuing to 
perſevere therein ; adding, that he ſhould al- 
ways take an entire ſatisfaction in beholding 


them of the temper they then expreſſed, Upon 


this he made an handſome entertainment for 
them, and having given them marks of his ſin- 


cere friendſhip and eſteem, he diſmiſſed them to 


go and bring back to him the whole people. 
Now there came to him of the tribe of Ju- 

dah fix thouſand eight hundred men, bearing 

ſhields and ſpears. 'Theſe had followed the 


fortunes of Feboſthus, ſon of Saul. For theſe 


were none of thoſe of this tribe, who had before 
choſen David for their king. Of the tribe of 


Simeon came ſeven thouſand and one hundred. 


Of Levi, four thouſand and ſeven hundred, con- 
duced by (4) Jodamus their captain; after theſe 
followed Sadoc the high prieſt, accompanied with 
two and twenty of his kindred, all captains: 
Of the tribe of Benjamin, four thouſand men 
fit for war. This tribe, for the moſt part, held 
itſelf in ſuſpence, expecting ſome perſon of 
the houſe of Saul would ſtill reign, Of the 
tribe of Ephraim, came twenty thouſand and 
eight hundred men, of valour and might. Of 
the halt tribe of Manaſſes, eighteen thouſand 
ſtout men. Of the tribe of /achar, (5) two 
hundred skilled in foretelling events, and 
(6) twenty thouſand armed men. Of the tribe 
of Zabulon, fifty thouſand men of might. This 
whole tribe came over to David, and bore the 


ſame arms as thoſe of Gad. Of the tribe of 


Nephthalim came a thouſand captains, men of 
proweſs, bearing ſhields and ſpears; theſe con- 


ducted the tribe itſelf, being a vaſt multitude. 


Of the tribe of Dan, twenty-ſeven thouſand 


| Of the tribe of 
Aſer, forty thouſand, . Of the two tribes be- 


yond Fordan, and the other half tribe of Ma- 


naſſes, were numbered one hundred and twenty 
thouſand, having ſhields, ſpears, helmets, and 


ſwords. The other tribes uſed only ſwords. 


(4) LXXII. Jo (5) LXXI. 
(6) Whence Jaſephus had the Twen- 
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How David, af 


FPHE Febufites, a nation of the Canaanites, 
at this time lived in Hieroſolyma. They 


"had not only ſhut up the gates of their city, 


but in defiance, and to make a mock of David, 
had placed upon their walls their blind and 


entrance, until he had firſt removed thoſe per- 
ſons. This they did in contempt of their ene- 
mies, truſting to their fortifications, and be- 


lieving that their walls were ſufficient to with- 


ſtand all the force of the king. David, ob- 
ſerving this, was highly incenſed, and imme- 
diately gave orders to begin the ſiege ; which 


being done with all diligence and reſolution, 
he in a little time became maſter of the lower 


City. The vigour he ſhewed on this occaſion 


gabe ample 2 of his courage and ſtrength, 
P 


and was di 


like that of the Jebuſites. 


carry on the ſiege with more warmt 


layed with a deſign of ſtriking a 
terror into others, whoſe arrogance ſhould prove 
he ark now re- 
mained behind. This made David endeavour 
to inſpire his men with freſh courage, and to 

4» by pro- 


miſing large rewards and honours ; and in par- 


ticular, that he who firſt got over the high ram- 
part, and made himſelf maſter of the tower, 
ſhould obtain the poſt of general of the whole 
army. All of them immediately began to ſhow 


their courage, the deſire of getting the reward 
| puſhing them on. A ſtrong emulation to outdo 


| HALO Ay Webeoo . 


forces. 


one another appeared among them. But not- 


withſtanding all the endeavours of others, Joab 
the ſon of Sarvia got before them all; and 
having aſcended the tower, he called aloud 
to David, requiring him to perform his pro- 
miſe in giving him the chief command of his 
Having driven the Febiſſtes out of the tow- 
er, and (1) peopled Hieroſolyma with thoſe 
of his own nation, he called it the city of 


David, and dwelt therein all the time he was 


(1) Epiphaniss gives this Paſſage another Turn; he ſays, * David having rebuilt the City, called it HM. 
* reſolyma, And thereby makes Joſephus to contradict himſelf; who 15 in his ſeventh Book of the Ma 


It was firſt called SoJyma, and afterwards Hijeroſolyma. See the | 
you L. 6. Chap. IV. Sect. I. as if the Name Hieroſo/yma had been impoſed: by MelrtEH 
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(2) When he had expelled the Febujites out 


was named (3) Solyma. Some there are who 
think that it was mentioned by Homer under 


the appellation of Sohma, that word in the 


language of the Hebrews ſignifying a Defence; 
for, from the time that Fe/us waged war with 
the inhabitants of Canaan, and after ſubduing 
them, divided their country amongſt 


this city, neither. could they 


We ſhall in this place juſt take notice of 
Oronna, a wealthy man among the Febujites, 
whom David did not put to death when he 
beſieged Hieroſolyma, becauſe of the kindneſs 
he ſhewed to the Hebrews, and the ſexvice he 


did to himſelf. But of theſe matters in a more 
David, - beſides the - 

wives he already had, took others, and allo 7 

many concubines. From theſe were born d 


proper place hereafter. 


him eleven ſons, the names of whom are 


) Amnos, Emnos, Eban, Nathan, Solomott, 


phale ; belides a daughter named T7hamara. 


Nine of theſe were by his lawful wives, and 


the two we haye named laſt by his concubines. | | 


Thamara and Abeſolom had the ſame mother. 


» * ” 
- Melchiſedech, bein beſore call 
er dert if 


of the Antiquities, Chap. II. Sect. I. wherein it is faid, That the Name Tiere lms 


Melchiſedech, but in ſucceeding Ages long after him. This Paflage bath abundantly: e in ot b 
all the learned Men who have handled it, the greateſt Part of whom have collected nothing ing ſcum. 5 2 


LN pul 
* < 


xerciiea 


than that Joſephus did not underſtand the Hebrew Tongue, and his great miſtaking the Feng of 


Word Hier, which he deduces 


the Gentlemen 1/aac Voſfius hath ſufficiently anſwered in his Epiſtle to Colanis, p. 395. wherein 


from their Language. (4) Holy Writ mentions them with great Difference. 3 11 AP 3 
Tl | . 1 4 +; C4 


It is an Impoſſibility that 


'ſepbus ſhould 
ſuch kind of Words, and Ay wo 


5 
" 
. . 


1 n Ln 1 
1 
1 * 
8 4 n 
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der he bad beſieged Hieroſolyma, and taken the City, drove the Ca. 


* a 


brews, the Febu/ites ſtill kept poſſeſſion of 
be driven gut, 
until this ſiege of David, which is an inter- 
val of time no leſs than five hundred and fiſteemn 


* 


of Hieroſolyma, he called it after his own name: 
For in the days of our forefather Abraham it 


artly from the Greek, and partly from the Hebrew Language: 3 L 


ave done ſo, who, in his Book againſt Apion, .amply did | 
expoſes the Vanity of the Greek, endeavouring to derive the Word Hierof * x 
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| paleſtines, after they had received 
| ME ies how the Hebrews had made 
David, their kin marched with an T. to 
Hieroſolyma againſt him. Not far diſtant from 
the city, there is a place called, The Valley of 
the Giants; upon this they, having ſeized, 
incamped themſelves therein. David, on the 
other hand having been informed thereof, and 
not being accuſtomed to enterprize or tranſact 
any thing, without the expreſs warrant of God, 
by prophecy or otherwiſe for that purpoſe, 
commanded the high- prieſt to ſignify to him the 
good pleaſure of the Almighty, and what iflue 
he would vouchſafe to give to the war. Ha- 
ving received an anſwer, aſſuring him he ſhould 
obtain the victory, he matched out with his 
forces againſt the Paleſtines; whom attacking 
ſaddenly and unawares in their rear, he pur 
them in confuſion, killing ſome, and forcing 
the reſt to fly. Some poſſibly may be apt to 


| {mall and inconſiderable, being ſo ſoon, and fo 
eafily vanquiſhed by the Hebrews, without 
having pertormed any thing deſerving here to 
be commemorated, But whoever ſhall thus 
perſuade himſelf, will readily be convinced 
of his miſtake, when he has been made to un- 


ny other warlike nations, came as auxiliaries, 
and made themſelves partners in conjunction 
with the Paleſtines in this war. And this 1s 
the cauſe, that, notwithſtanding their having 
received ſo many defeats, in which they had 
loſt ſuch multitudes of their men, they were 
now able to recruit theit army, and to unite 
their forces, with intent to renew the war 
with the Hebrews. And, becauſe ſuch bad 
ſucceeſs had attended almoſt all their engage- 
ments, they now marched againſt David, with 


before to bring into the field, and incamped 
themſelves in the ſame place they had pitched 
once or twice before. David, deſirous of 
knowing what fortune was to follow his arms, 
| enquired of God the iſſue of the battle. Up- 
on this, the high-prieſt (1) told him, to 
ſtay his army in the place called The Wood of 
| Lamentation, not far from the camp of the 
enemy; that there he ſhould fit down, and not 
give the ſignal of battle, until he ſaw the 
trees move, without the blowing of any wind. 
When he ſaw the trees begin to ſhake, then 
he well knew the hour was come God had 
predicted to be the time of encountering the 
Haleſtines. Upon which with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition he marched out, ſure of the ſucceſs 
and victory. The ranks of the enemy were 


(1) Holy Writ. Fetch a Comp 
nd let it be when thou heare 


jalt beſtir thyſelf. - (2) Holy Writ, Nabon. 
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think, that this army of the Paleſtines was but 


derſtand, that all Syria and Phænicia, and ma- 


an army three times larger than they were wont 


aſs behind them, and come upon them over againſt the Mulber Trees 
the Sound of a going in the Tops of the Mulberry Trees, that 7 thou 


7 


% David, having overcome the Paleſtines in Battle, carried the Ark of God to 
* herofolyma, and afterwards deliberated about building the Temple. 


not able to ſuſtain his force; and the ſhock he 
made; but, at the firſt onſet he forced: them 
to fly, and killed a great number. 'Thoſe who 
fled he purſued as far as Gaza, the fartheſt 
city that bounded their country. After which 
he took their camp, wherein he found much 
ſpoil of value, and their idol-gods, which he 
broke in pieces. EH 


David, having proved thus ſucceſsful in this 


expedition, commanded, with the general ad- 
vice and conſent of the elders, leaders, and 
captains of the army, that all the men of the 
tribes, who were of full age, and after them the 
prieſts atid Levites, ſhould be aſſembled, that 


they might go to Cariathiarima,and bring thence 
the ark of God, and carry it to Hieroſolyma, 


where fixing it, they might there perform the 
ſervice of God, by offering ſacrifices, and do- 
ing ſuch other worſhip to the Deity, as he had 
commanded, and was pleaſed with. If this had 
been done under the reign of Saul, they had 
not felt the misfortunes they ſuffered under 
the government of that prince, 'The people 
being aſſembled according to what had been 
appointed, David went with them to bring 
away the Ark. The prieſts took it out of the 
houſe of Aminadab, and placed it upon a new 
carr ; after which they harneſſed two oxen and 
yoked them thereto, and ſet the brothers and 
ſons of Aminadab to drive them. In going to 
Hieroſolyma, David went before the Ark, fol- 
lowed by the whole people, finging praiſes to 
God, and pronouncing all manner of ſongs and 
verſes, and dancing to various tunes of 
many inſtruments of muſick, ſuch as harps, 
pſalteries, timbrels, cornets and cymbals. But 
coming in their proceſſion to the rhreſhing-floor 
of (2) Chido (a placeſocalled), ir happened that 


Ozas having incurred the wrath of God, died 
there. For the oxen chancing to ſhake the Ark, 


this perſon put forth his hand and laid hold on 
it, in order to prevent its being overturned. 
But God being diſpleaſed hereat, becauſe not 
being a prieſt he had preſumed to touch the 
Ark, contraty to the divine command, ſtruck 
him with ſudden death. The king and all the 
people were very much troubled at the dif- 


aſter of Ozas ; wherefore they called the place, 


where he gave up the ghoſt, the (3) Smitting of 
Ozas. David Roving Habeld che 2 en = 
of Ozas, which the Almighty had inflited up- 
on him for only laying his hand upon the _ 
was afraid of meeting the ſame fate, if he pre- 
ſumed to bring it to him into the city of David. 
This reflection made him uneaſy, upon which 
he would not remove it into the city, but, turn- 
ing aſide into the field of a certain righteous 


perſon, 


» 


(3) In Holy Writ, Perez-uzzah. 


Ts + co aſs "© 
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perſon, named (1) Obedam, 
the charge of it to him. 

it remained at this man's houſe, in which time 
his houſhold flouriſhed, and he waxed great, 
and increaſed in ſubſtance. This ſudden and 
unexpected proſperity of Ovedam came to the 
ears of David, who, | 
from a poor and low condition of life he was 
raiſed to great riches, and that all, who had 
either ſeen his wealthy houſhold, or heard the 
report of it, called him bleſſed, was de- 
livered from the fear he had conceived. of the 
preſence of the ark, and being thereby incou- 


he committed 


raged, he removed the ark from the houſe of 


Ozedam, into his own city. It was borne by 
the prieſts; and ſeven companies of fingers 
went before, followed by the king himſeltf, 
playing upon the harp, and dancing. Michal 
his wite, the daughter of Saul, when ſhe ſaw 
him thus exetciſed, laughed at him, deſpiſing 
him in her own mind. After the ark was 
brought into the city, and placed in the taber- 
nacle which David had pitched for it; he of- 
fered burnt and peace-ofterings of great value, 
and in great numbers; and made a feaſt for 
all the people, giving not only to the men, but 
the women and children, a cake of bread, a 
flaggon of wine, and a piece of the facrifice. 
Having thus entertained them, he diſmiſſed 
them, and returned himſelf to his houſe. _ 
Michal his wife ſtanding before him, after 
ſhe had wiſhed all good things to him, and 
that God would beſtow upon him his favours, 
blamed him for his indecent dancing, and un- 
covering himſelf in the fight of his ſervants and 
handmaids. In anſwer to what Michal had 
ſaid, David returned, That he was not 
aſhamed of what he had done, which he 
well knew was moſt grateful to God, who 
had preferred him before her own father, and 
all other men : That he would often dance 
and leap in the ſame manner, and diſregard 
any opinion ſhe or her maids entertained on 
that account. This Michal, though mar- 
ried to David, had no children by him; but 
the bore five children to her other husband, 
to whom Sau her father gave her in marriage 
| after he had taken her from David. But of 
theſe things we will ſpeak in their proper place. 
David perceiving his aftairs daily to proſper, 


A A A & 


A A 


and that he more and more encreaſed in wealth 


(i) Obededom a Levite. 
of men, and with the ſtripes of the children of men. 


1 . a P'S - at lng th OED EY op | 
Fr Avius Jostrays 


Three months 


underſtanding how that 


and power, thought within himſelf, that he wac 
rore” ich to be blamed, in ſuffering = 4 

of Cod to remain in a low tabernacle, hilt 
himſelf dwelled in an houſe made of Ceg 

wood, raiſed high and beautified with curi uf 
art and workmanſhip. 'This made him reſolye 
to build a temple to the honour of God _ 
cording to what Mayſes had foretold. Where 

fore he went and adviſed with Nathan — 
prophet; who perſuading him to perform al 
that his mind ſuggeſted to him, and affuring him. 
that God would be with him, and would af. 
ford him his aſſiſtance, he was the more en. 
couraged to the pertormance of his reſolution 

But that very night God appeared to Nathan, 


and commanded him to acquaint David, That 


© he approved of his inclination and deſign at 
building him a temple, which no one aal 
therto even ſo much as thought of. But thc 
notwithſtanding this his pious reſolution, he 
would not permit him to build him an Wuſe 

foraſmuch as he had been engaged in ſo many 
wars; and had ſo much embrewed his va 
in the blood of his enemies: That after he 
had arrived to a good old age, fand performed 


aA Q A A 4 & A 


A 


his debt to natute in departing to his an- 


* ceſtors, he would raiſe up his ſon Solomon 


© to fit upon the throne of his kingdom, who 


© ſhould build him a temple, whom he 

© affiſt, and over whom > PRs 
© paternal care, and whoſe poſterity ſhould 
© enjoy the kingdom after him; (2) who, if 
© he tranſgreſſed his ordinances, ſhould be pu- 
© niſhed with famine and peſtilence.“ David 
having received theſe tidings from the mouth 
of the prophet, was greatly rejoiced with the 
aſſurance of his offspring's being to be eſta- 

bliſhed in the kingdom, and his poſterity's be- 

coming famous and illuſtrious. Wherefore 

he went to the ark, and falling u n bis fe, 

worſhipped ; giving thanks to God, as yell 

for all the favours he had conferred upon hin, 

ſince he had brought him from his rural and 

mean condition of lite, to that, high degree 

of glory and empire he then. poſſeſſed; 28 

alſo for the things he had promiſed his race, 
and the care he had extended over the H- 

brews, in preſerving their freedom and liberty. 

After this, having ſung an hymn, he went out | 
of the tabernacle. „ 


(2) 2 Reg. vii. 14, If he commit iniquity, I will chaſtiſe him with the rol 
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Book VII. / the Autiguitier of - the, Jews. 
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How David | ſubdued. in Battle the Paleſtines and Moabites ; the King of Sophene- 
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and of Damaſcus and Syria; and laſtly the Idumæans. Of the League of Friend. 


ip entered into by him, with the Ain 


Friendſbip which Jonathan the Son of a 


AV TD, not long after this, began to con- 
U der, that it was neceſſary to carry on 
the war againſt che Paleſtiges, and not to per- 


mit his affairs to ſuffer prejudice, through 


floth and inaction; but, that according to what 
the Almighty had predicted, it was requiſite 
he ſhould ſubdue his enemies, and leave to the 
kings who were to 1 from him and 
his poſterity, his kingdom ſettled in full trau- 
quillity and peace. Wherefore, he again 
muſter d his army, and order d them to pre- 
pare and arm themſelves for battle. When he 
ſaw his forces in a readineſs, he left Hieroſolyma, 
and marched with them againſt the Paleſtines, 
whom he diſcomfited in battle, and took from 
them a great part of their country, which he 
added to the poſſeſſions of the Hebrews. After 
which he carried the war againſt the Moabites; 
two parts of whoſe army he conquered and 
put to the ſword; the reſt ſubmitted and ſur- 
rendred themſelves. Having put a period to 
this expedition, and impoſed an annual tribute 
upon the Moabites, he - marched againſt 
(1) Adrazar, ſon of (2) Arai king of (3) So- 
phene, whom encountering near the Euphrates, 
he flew twenty thouſand of his infantry, and 
(4) ſeventhouſand of his cavalry. And moreover, 
he took a thouſand of his chariots, the greateſt 
part of which he ordered to be burnt, and 
only reſerved an hundred for him ſelf. 

Adad the king of Damaſcus and Syria, ha- 
ving heard how David warred againſt 4drazar, 
who was his friend and ally, marched with a 
ſtrong body of auxiliaries to his aſſiſtance, (5) 
not doubting in the leaſt, but that he ſhould 
deliver him from his enemy. The engagement 
was near unto the river Euphrates, in which, con- 
trary to the hopes of victory he had entertain- 


fight, and forced the reſt to fly. (7) Nicholas 
ot Damaſcus, in the fifth book of his hiſtory, 
takes notice of this king in the following 
words: * A long time after this, a certain 
man of the Gentiles named Adad, one very 
much renowned, reign'd over Damaſcus and 
* all ria, except Phenicia, He having de- 


_ (1) Hedadezer. ' (2) Rebob. 


w2 conlult the Sacred Hiſtory, 2 Sam. viii. 
fituate between the Holy Land and Eupbrates. 
the golden Arrows which David received from 
| Ang David at the River Eupbrates ; we ſhall 
| Writ lays 700 Footmen. 

* raifing the Siege, and deliverin 


Betah. (9) Berotbai. 


IS. 


ed, he loſt a great part of his army; for the 
Hebrews killed (6) twenty thouſand in the 


the Encounter he lo we?” is : 
(8) Holy Writ, ſt, Cc. (6) Holy Writ 22000, 


of Amathe; and how he remembred the 
ul bore him, HS, 1 


« clared war againſt David, king of Judæa, 
© had ſeveral engagements with him; but at 
© laſt was overcome in a ſet battle at Euphra- 
© tes, For this valour and courage he may be 
« rermed one of the moſt excellent kings.” 
The ſame author ſubjoins to the above relation 
concerning Adad, the following account of his 
ſons, ſhewing, thar after the death of their father, 


they had in a long ſucceſſion not only obtain- 


ed the kingdom, but took upon them his name, 
as the Pfolomies practiſed in Apypt. His 
words are theſe : * After his death (ſays he) 


his poſterity for ten W N generations 


A 


poſſeſſed the kingdom; each at the time he be- 
came king, taking upon him the name of Adad. 
As the king's of 2 pt did that of Ptolomey. 
The third of theſe becoming very power- 
ſul, reſolved to renew the war his grand- 
father had begun. Upon which, he made 
* an inroad into Fudæa, and ſacked the coun- 
© try now called Samaritis.“ This account 
of Nicholas 1s authentick; for this is that Adad, 
who invaded Samaria, when Achab reigned 
over I/rae], But of this in its proper place. 

David, after this, making an expedition 
againſt Damaſcus, and the reſt of Syria, re- 
duced them under his obedience; after which, 
placing garriſons in the country, and impoſing 
a certain tribute upon the inhabitants, he re- 
turned home. In this war he took the golden 


a X _ A&A 


A 


quivers and armour which the guards of Ada d 
wore, and dedicated them to God at Hieroſo- 


Iyma. Theſe, and a great number of other 


riches and valuable things, Su/ac king of the 


A*gyptians, carried away after he had beſieged 


and taken that city with a great army, Reboam 


nephew of David thefi reigning. But we will 


more amply ſpeak of theſe matters, when they 


occur to us in their proper places. David now 
Pay. perceiving, that the favour of God 
prorected him, and that through his indulgence 
all his undertakings and expeditions received 
a proſperous iſſue, marched his army againſt 
(8) Bettæa, and (9) Mac hon, two of the faireſt 
cities of Adrazar ; which having beſieged and 


taken, he carried away a vaſt booty of gold 


and ſilver, beſides, a kind of braſs, in the opi- 


(1) 4 (3) Zobab as mentioned in Hol Writ. But in this Paſſage J:/#+b 
writes it Sophone, as we ſuppoſe, through & miſtake ; for : e Ji 


Ptolomeus places Sophene beyond Eupbrates. But if 


and 1 Chron. xvjii. we find Zoubah placed near Damaſcus, and 

Grotius magnifies Zobah to be the Saba of Proſomdus. But of 
the King of Sophene, and of the Defeat given him by this ſame 
ſpeak more at large in the following Book. (4) Holy 
(5) Epiphanigs turns this Paſſage thus: As he entertain'd ſtrong Hopes of 
g him out of the Hands of David, ſo he attacked him at Euphrates. But in 
(7) This Author was a Friend of Czſar's and Herod. 
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nion of the inhabitants better than gold. Of 
this Solomon made that great veſſel called the 


Brazen-Sea, which he placed as an ornament - 


in the temple. 

The king of Amathe, after he had heard of 
the defeat of Adrazar, and the ruined con- 
dition into which his affairs were plunged, be- 

an to be afraid for his own kingdom. Where- 
Be. before David could have an opportunity 
of invading him, he reſolved to procure his 
friendſhip. To this end he ſent his ſon (1) Ado- 
ram to congratulate him upon his victory over 
Adrazar, who was alſo his enemy, and to en- 
ter into a league of amity with him. The 
young prince carried with him rich preſents, 
and veſſels of gold, ſilver and braſs, very 
coſtly, and of antient workmanſhip, David 
not only entered into the league and received 
the preſents which (2) Thenus had ſent him, 


(for ſo was the king of Amat he named, ) but 


he entertained his ſon in a very honourable 
manner, and diſmiſſed him with all the marks 


of reſpect ſuitable to his dignity. The gifts 


of Thenus, and the other gold and ſilver, part 


of the ſpoils which he had taken from the 


cities of the Paleſtines, he dedicated to God, 
who made his arms every where ſucceſsful : 
For not only did the Almighty make him to 
proſper, when he warred in his own perſon, 
but granted likewiſe to Abeſſæus, (brother of 
Foab, the general of his army) who had been 


diſpatched with a body of forces into [dumaa, 


to obtain a ſignal victory over the inhabitants of 
that country, eighteen thouſand of them falling 


in the engagement. After which David planted- 


garriſons throughout all Idumæa, and received 
a tribute for their lands and their perſons. He 
was formed naturally for executing juſtice, 
which he loved, and exerciſing judgment with 
equity. Of his whole army Jab was general. 
(3) Fe/aphat the ſon of (4) Achilus, was his 
recorder. He made Sadoc, of the houſe of 
Phinees, and Abiathar, the prieſts. (5) Siſa was 
his ſcribe, (6) Banaja the ſon of (7) Foada, was 
captain over his guards; and his elder ſons were 
his body-guard and watchers over his perſon. 
Now David remembered the covenant 
he had made with Jonathan, ſon of Saul, 
and the faith and inyiolable friendſhip he had 
ſworn to him ; (this was an addition to all his 
other good qualifications, that he always bore 
in remembrance the kindneſſes he receiyed from 
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any perſon :) Wherefore he commanded a di. 
a enquiry to be made, if any of the houſe 


© That a ſon of his, named (9) 1 
or hi 


Book VIII 


Saul remained alive, to whom he mighy 
ſhew his favour, for the ſincere friendſhip he 
had formerly found in Jonathan ; wherey 

there was brought to him one of the houſe of 
Saul, and his freed man, by name (8) Oba, whom 


he asked, if he could find him out a perſon 


alive, and a-kin to Jonathan, whom he might 


reward according to the kindneſſes he had fr. 


merly met with from him? Sas anſwered 


* was alive, but very lame in his feet; for his 
* nurſe, when ſhe feard that his father and 
* grandfather were killed in battle, taking him 
© up in haſte upon her ſhoulders, with deſign 
© to get away with him, in her eagerneſs let 
* him fall, whereby he got an hurt in his feet. 
After he had been told where he lived, and 
who educated him, he ſent meſſengers to the 
city (10) Labathan, to one Machir, with whom 
Memphiboſtus lived, to fetch him to him. 
When he was come into the preſence of the 
king he fell on his face doing reverence. But 
David looking upon him, ſpoke comfortably 
to him, bidding him not to tear, but for the 


future to reſt aſſured of a more comfortable 
condition. Moreover he gave him the houſe 
and all the lands of his grandfather Saul, and 


told him he ſhould fit at meat with him, and 
every day might uſe his table as his own, 
After Memphiboſtus had returned thanks for 
theſe extraordinary marks of favour and kind- 
neſs, David ordered Sibas to be called, to 
whom he ſaid, That he had reſtored to 
« Memphiboſibus the houſe and all the poſſeſſi- 
© ons of Saul his grandfather, and. therefore 
© he ordered him to till and take care of the 
© land, and bring the fruits it yielded unto 
* Hieroſolyma.” David every day entertain'd 
this only ſon of Jonathan at his own table, 
and gave him Sibas, and his ſons (in number 
fifteen) with his ſervants, being in all twenty, 
The king having thus ſpoken, and given ſuch 
orders to him, Sibas did him reverence ; and 
having anſwered that he would do all he had 
enjoined, departed. From this time forth 
Memphiboſtus dwelt at Hieroſolyma, under the 


conſtant care of king David, who entertained 


him at his own table, and uſed him in all te- 
ſpects as it he had been his own ſon; Men- 
phibofthus had one ſon, whoſe name was Micha. 


CHAP. VI. 
a Of the Beginning and Ending of theWar againſt the Ammanites. 


T HUS did David honour the remains 
1 of the houſe of Saul. About this time died 
11) Naaſes, the king of the (12) Ammanites, 
who was a friend of David) and his ſon ſuc- 


ceeded in the kingdom. Whereupon David ſent 


his ſervants to him, to give him conſolation, 
and adviſe him to bear patiently the death of 
his father ; for the ſame league of friendſhip 


which ſubſiſted between Naaſes in his lite 
time and him, ſhould ftill be inviolably pte- 
ſerved. This meſſage was otherwiſe co 
ſtrued and entertained by the princes of t 

Ammanites, than it was meant and intended by 
David ; believing it not the effe& of good- 
will, or deſigned to do honour to their king. 
Wherefore they repreſented to him that tte 


(1 ) In the Hebrew, Joram. (2) Toi. hoſbapbat. Abilud. (s) Seri 
6) Benaiah. (7) Joboiada. (8) Ziba. Nn f a (11) Holy Hi. 
Nahaſh, (12) Ammonites. 8 4 


ſelf in ſome difficulty, 


wle Hebrew it is ſaid Maacha, 
we Coins of Autonius, 


Bock VII. of the: Antiquities of the Jews. 


f the Hebrews, 
BE tip, and doing 'bim honour, had ſent 
men to ſpy out the country, and diſcover it's 
ſtrength. Bur their advice to him was, that he 


Ty of him, and not readily give ; 
ſhould. beware 1 4 for him, he ſhould then bring up his forces 


leſt he ſhould involve him- 
which no counſel could 
rectify. . The king of the Ammanites, after he 
had heard this remonſtrance of his princes, to 
which he gave more credit than was prudent 
in him, was at laſt induced to believe it. Upon 
which he treated with great wa 42. the am- 
baſſadors of David; for having ſhaved off one 
haif of their beards, and cut off their gar- 
ments in the middle, he diſmiſſed them with- 
out further anſwer. 
When the king of the Hebrews beheld the 
ignominy put upon his ambaſſadors, he was 
reatly diſpleaſed, and deem'd it an injury too 
er to be forgiven; wherefore he reſolved 
to avenge himſelf upon the king of the Amma- 
nites, who had committed it. The officers and 
friends of Naaſes, having thus violated the 
league of friendſhip with David, by the outrage 
done upon the perſons of David's ambaſladors, 
and not doubting but he would certainly endea- 
your to revenge it, they judged it requiſite to 
make all neceſſary preparations for war; in or- 
der to which they ſent a thouſand talents to 
Syrus king of Meſopotamia, and deſired him to 
allow his forces to come to their aſſiſtance, and 


credit to his words, 


N E be under his pay. The like meſſage they ſent 


to Souba. Theſe two kings had twenty thouſand 
footmen under their command. They drew 
alſo into their alliance the king of (1) Micha ; 


rand a fourth king called (2) Lobus. Theſe 


marched at the head of twelve thouſand men 


in arms. 


David was not in the leaſt terrified at this 
great alliance, and numerous army of the Am- 
manites. He put his truſt in God, that the 


war he was going to undertake for the injuries 


he had received was very juſt. Wherefore, with 
the greateſt expedition he ſent Foab againſt 
them, with the whole army. This general 
incamped near their capital city (3) Rabat ha. 
The enemy perceiving this, marched out and 
put themſelves in order of battle, not in one 
cloſe body, but divided into two parts. The aux- 


iliary forces poſſeſſed the open plain, and the ar- 


my of the Ammanites poſted themſelves before 


dhe gates of the city, over againſt the Hebrews. 
= yoo beholding this poſture of the enemies army, 


etook himſelt to anexpedient, whereby he might 


= oppoſe them with the better advantage. He 


choſe out of the whole army the moſt valiant 


nen he had under him, whoſe ſtation he ap- 
= pointed againft Syrus, and the other kings 


(1) The Greek and Latin Manuſcri 


Rocbart takes this Place to be the Fpiceros of Ptolomy, 


(4) Shobaeh. 


and in the Chaldean Paraphraſe, Epicæros. Hud. Mabachab, à Sam. x. 6. On 


(3) Holy Writ, 


and Severys MO KA is engraved, 
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under a pretence of with him. The reſt he put under the conduct 


of his brother Abeſſæus, and ordered them to 


make head againſt the Ammanites. This done, 


he gave his brother this charge; That it 
©. he- ſaw the Syrians like to prove too hard 


© to relieve him. That himſelt would do the 
© like for him, if he perceived him to be in 
© danger of being. oppreſſed by the Anima- 
© nites,” After he had exhorted his brother, 
to a chearful and valiant performance of his 
part, and had ſhewn him the neceſſity of ex- 
erting himſelf to the-utmoſt, if he deſigned to 
wipe off their diſgrace, he ſent him to en- 
counter the Ammanites, while he engaged the 
Syrians, The battle for ſome time was fought 
with great obſtinacy- and reſolution ; but not 
long after, 7oab, having killed many of the FA 
rians, forced the reſt to give way, and to betake 
themſelyes to flight. 'The Ammanites ſeeing 
this, and terrified at the view of Abeſſæus and 
his company, who had not as yet engaged, fol- 


. lowed the example of their confederates, and 


locked themſelves up in the city. Joab, after 
this overthrow of the enemy, returned unto 
David at Hieroſolyma. 

The Ammanites, though they had received 
this defeat, and many times experienced the 
victorious arms of the Hebrews, would not 
be induced to fit ſtill, or ſue for peace. They 
ſent their ambaſſadors to Chalama, king of the 
Syrians, living beyond the Euphrates, to draw 
him into their alliance, under promiſe of a 
ſum of money. 

This prince had a general of his army named 
(4) Sabecus, having eighty thouſand foot, and ten 
thouſand horſe under him. David, when he 
had heard the Ammanites had again raiſed ſuch 
a numerous and formidable army againſt him, 
did not proclaim war by his ambaſſadors ; but 
paſſing all his forces over Jordan, met them, 
and engaging them, obtained a ſignal victory; 
about forty thouſand of the enemies infantry, 
and ſeven thouſand of their cavalry being killed 
in the fight; and Sabecus the general having re- 
ceived a mortal wound in the battle, of which 
he after died. The people of Meſopotamia, 
when they came to know the event of this 
engagement, yielded themſelves, and ſent pre- 
ſents to David Who toward the latter end 
of Autumn, returned to Hieroſolyma. In the 
beginning of the ſpring, he ſeat Foab the 
general of his army to war againſt the 
Ammanites. Which officer making an incur- 
ſion into their country, laid all their lands 
waſte; and blocking them up in Rabatha, 
their Metropolis, ſat down before it. 


Pts ſay Micah, as do the Books of Fpiphanius. In Holy Writ it is Maacha. 


a City of Pa/eſtine, to the Eaſt of Jordan. Becauſe in 


(2) In Holy Writ, Iſhtob. 
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How David l in Love with Beethſebe, and of the Reprebenſion Natkat vun ay : 
nn, putting to Death Uriah her Husband. e 1 


BO this time David, though a perſon 
of great piety towards God, juſtice with 
reſpe& to man, and a ftrift obſerver of the 
laws and cuſtoms delivered to his forefathers, 
became guilty of a great ſin and offence againſt 
God. It happened one evening as he was 
walking, as uſual, on the root of his palace, he 
turned himſelf about and eſpied a woman 
whoſe name was Beethſebe, waſhing herſelt. 
He looked upon her with much attention, 
and ſeeing the gracefulneſs of her perſon, and 
charmed with her excelleht beauty, he was 
tranſported with a paſſion for her to ſuch a de- 
ree, that it became impoſſible for him to keep 
it within bounds. Wherefore, he otdered her 
ro be brought unto him ; and having lain with 
her, ſhe atterwards proved with child. After 
the had found herſelf in this condition, ſhe 


ſent. to David to acquaint him with it, de- 


firing him withal to take care to prevent her 
infamy, 
terer according to the Fewiſh laws ought to 
ſuffer death. The king finding this, ſent for 
Uriah, her husband, one of Joab's officers, from 
the ſiege of Rabatha, where J7oab then was. 
When he was come, he asked him ſeveral 
queſtions about the army, and how the ſiege 
went on. Uriah anſwering that all things ſuc- 
ceeded as well as could be wiſh'd, David gave 
him meat from his own table, and bid him go 
home to his wife, and remain with her that 
night. Uriah did not obey this command of 
the king, but that night lodged with the king's 
other ſoldiers that attended on him before the 
9 7801 David being hereof informed, asked 
im, why he did not go down to his houſe, 
nor had been with his wife, when he had 


ſo long been abſent from her. Uriah made this 


anſwer : It is not fit, (my Lord) when thy ge- 
< neral and army fleep in tents, and in the open 
© field, that T ſhould lodge and ſport with my 
© wife.” When he had thus ſaid, David bid him 


tarty with him that day, and on the morrow he 
would ſend him back to Foab. After this, the 


king gave him an invitation ro ſupper, at which 
he cauſed him to drink fo plentifully, that 


he ſoon became intoxicated with the liquor. 


Notwithſtanding which he 'flept that night 
_ alfo before the gare of the palace, without 

any thought or defire of going home to his 
wife. This unconcerned behaviour of Uriah, 
whereby the expectations of the king were 
. vexed him much. Wherefore he 
forthwith diſpatch'd a letter to Foab, in which 
he commanded him to puniſh Uriah; (for he ſig- 
nified, he had committed an heinous crime againſt 
him ;) but to conceal his being acceſſary to his 
death, he ſuggeſted to him a method of doing it. 
Which was to expoſe Uriah in that place where 
the enemy preſſed hardeſt, and when he ſaw 
him engaged in the heat of the battle, that Joab 
might ſo order it, that the other men ſhould 
retreat and leave him in the danger. 


aid to preſerve her life: For an adul- 


this news by the meſſengers, ſeemed to bs 


After David had yritten this epiſtle, and put 
his own ſeal upon it,” he gave it Friak to nuke | 
to Foab, The general, after he had received 
it, and read the contents, poſted Uriah in the 
very place where he knew the enemy would 
make the moſt vigorous defence. He placed 
ſome of the braveſt men with him, and told 
them he would come up to their aſſiſtance, az 
ſoon as he perceived a breach made in the 
wall, and that they were able to enter the 
city. He deſired alſo Uriah, as he was a 
man of courage, and on that account in great 
repute not only with the king, but with all 
others, to take it as a mark of his eſteem, and 
not think amiſs of the dangerous poſt he had put 
him in. Uriah with a great deal of chearfulueſs 
undertook the charge aſſigned him. Foab ſee- 
ing this, ſpoke to the other ſoldiers, when 
they ſaw the enemy ruſhing out of the gates, 
and that they had engaged him, to retreat back 
and leave him. The Ammanites perceiving the 
Hebrews draw cloſe up to he city, were 
ſttuck with a panic, leſt, in that very place 
where Uriah was poſted, they ſhould get up- 
on the walls; wherefore on a ſudden opening 
one of their gates, they ruſhed upon thoſe 
placed in the foremoſt rank of the battle, and 
with an irreſiſtible force bore upon them. The 
men who fought with Uriah ſeeing this, pre- 
ſently withdrew themſelves, as Joab had given 
orders. Uriah, notwithſtanding this, thought 
it diſhonourable to turn his back and deſert the 
fight; upon which he ſuſtain*d the ſhock of the 
enemy for ſome time, till being ſurrounded 
and hurried into the middle of them, he was i 
ſain, having firſt killed many of them. With 
Uriah alſo ſome of his companions fell. my 
Joab, immediately after this, diſpatched 
meſſengers to the king, to acquaint him that 
he had endeavour'd to take the city, but as he 
ſtrove to mount the walls, he had been te- 
pulſed with the loſs of many of his men. He 
gave alſo to the meſſengers in charge, to tel 
David, if they perceiv'd any ſigus of anger 
in him at the relation, that 05 1b was Killed 
among them. The king, after he had receiv's 


much vexed, and faid, They had ſhew 
© themſelves very injudicious, in their hall 
©-endeavouring to ſeize the walls; that the 
© ought much rather to have attempted the 
* taking the city by minings, and uſing thell 
© engines of war. That Abimelec the ſon 
© Gedeon was a plain proof of ſuch ill, con. 
duct; who, deſirous of taking the town 
« Thebes by main force, was kill'd by a piec 
© of a milſtone, thrown down by an old 0 
© man. 'That although he was a perſon of u 
£ doubted courage, yet, the improbability of ſuc⸗ 
« ceeding in his enterprize rendred the attemft i 
© blame-worthy, and the period of his lite 288 
* diſhorourable, having fallen by the bane 
© woman.“ N (added David,) / 
. 


. : ft is great 
« near the walls of the enemy. For it is great 
«, prudence in 4 ſoldier, whenever he has in 
« view ſuch danger, as he or others have For- 
© merly been expoſed to, to conſider what hath 


« prudence, or any probability have been expected, 
« that he may learn what he ts to avoid, and 
« what to follow. i 
the 8 diſpleaſed with what had 
happened, told him alſo of the death of 


appeaſed, he bid them tell foab when - they 
went back to him, That what had happen'd 


war being ſuch; that ſometimes the victory 
ſtands. on one ſide, and ſometimes on the 
other. Nevertheleſs, they ought for the 


to throw themſelves into danger ; that to 


raiſe batteries againſt it, and play with 
their engines; which method he ordered 
Foab to follow, and when he had carried the 
city, to put the inhabitants * 
The meſſengers, after having received theſe 
inſtructions from the king, went ſtraightway to 
Foah, and reported to him what had been 
given them in charge. In the mean time 
Beet hſebe, the wife of Uriah, coming to hear 
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for ſome days: But as ſoon as her mournin 
was over, the king ſent and took her to wife, 
and had a ſon born to him by her. 
_ This marriage was diſpleaſing to God, who 
vas therefore greatly offended with David; 
gand appearing to Nathan in a dream, he ſent 
him with a meſſage to David. The prophet 
vas a man of great prudence and meekneſs 
of temper, and conſidered within himſelf, that 
kings, when angry, are prone to hearken 
wore to the dictates of paſſion, than thoſe 
ot reaſon, which, becauſe of their greater 


= more fatal conſequences: Wherefore, he re- 
= olved not at firſt to denounce againſt David 
the wrath and threatnings of God; but to ad- 
= dreſs him in a manner not fo harſh, and which 
in his opinion might more eaſily effect his con- 
viction. When he came before the king, he 
thus expreſſed himſelf: © Two men, ſaid he, 
lived in the ſame city; the one was rich 
and poſſeſſed many aſſes, and great herds 
and flocks of oxen and ſheep ; the other 
was poor, and had but one little ewe-lamb, 
which he had brought up and nouriſhed 
with his children; it did eat of his own 
—_— cat, and drank of his own cup, and lay 
n his boſom, and was unto him as a daugh- 
wer. It happened that a ſtranger being come 
e ſee the rich man, he would not kill one 
— of his own ſheep to entertain the man withal, 
but ſent one to fetch awa by force the 
=o man's ewe-lamb, which he dreſſed and 
| - before his gueſt,' By this relation of 
an, the wrath of David was ſtirred. up 


hg perſon who had committed fo 
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Book VII. of the Antiquities of 'the' Jews. 
© on have called to mind this error in the 
cg of Abimelech, and not have gone ſo 
© been the event, or rather what event could in 
The meſſengers perceiving - 


Uriah ; upon which ſeeming to. be ſomewhat 


was what is common in life, the nature of 


future to uſe ſuch precaution in the ſiege, 
while it continued, as not - inconfiderately 


reduce the place to their obedience, the 
moſt ſure, and the moſt fate. way, was to 


of the death of her husband, lamented him 
g ce 


power than other men, may be attended with 


* 


|. 
grievous" and fo horrid a wickedneſs, which 
made him to award, with an oath; that he 


ſhould? reftore four-fold what he had fo un- 


juſtly taken away, and after be put to death. 
Nathan hearing this, replied, © That he was 
© the'perſon worthy of puniſhment, and had 
©. with his own mouth pronounced ſentence 
© apainft himſelf, for having committed what 
© was of ſo wicked and heinous a nature.” 
Nat han added, that he had greatly deſerved the 
divine diſpleaſure, who was by God made kin 

over all the Hebrews, and Iord of the nations 
round about him. That the* Almighty had 
given him wives whom he had Iawtully mar- 
ried, and delivered him formerly vut of the 
hands of Sau} Let for all this he had brought 
down his wrath upon him, for marrying the 
wife of another man, and betraying her hus- 
band into the hand of the enemy, by which 
he was flain. That God would chaſtiſe him 
for his tranſgreſſion, and catiſe his wives to be 
raviſhed by one of his ſons, who would lay 
ſnares for his life; and that he, who committed 
this ſin in private, ſhould be puniſhed for it 
in publick. Befides, the prophet told him, 
That the child Beethſeebe had borne to him, 
ſhould ſurely die. David having receiv'd this 


meſſage from God by the hand of Nathan, was 
put into great confuſion, and being exceedingly 


afflicted and weeping confeſſed himſelf guilty. 
of having done wickedly, and offended againſt 
God. David till this rime had lived in the 
fear of God, and was a perſon of an upright 
and ſober lite, guilty of no wickedneſs, ex- 
pt in this matter of Uriah. Wherefore the 
Almighty upon his fincere repentance; had com- 
paſſion upon him; and had commanded Na- 
than to tell him, that foraſmuch, as with an 
unfeigned ſorrow and contrition of heart he 
repented of what he had done, God likewiſe 
had put away his ſin; and that he ſhould not 
die, neither be deprived of the kingdom: But 
that notwithſtanding the ſword ſhould not de- 
part from his family. When Wat han had de- 
clared to him all his meſſage from God, he de- 
parted to his houſe. 8 5 
Alfter this, God, according to the word of the 
prophet, viſited the child Beet hſebe bare unto 
avid with a ſore diſeaſe; Wheretore the king 
mourned heavily, and for the' ſpace of ſeven 
days refuſed to take any ſuſtenance, though 
frequently urged to it by his attendants. He pur 
on black raiment and ſackcloth, and throwin 
himſelf on the ground, beſeeched the Almighty 
to preſerve the life of the child. On the ſe- 
venth day the child died. But his ſervants 
were afraid to acquaint him with it, not doubt- 
ing but that his ſorrow and concern would 
prove yet much greater when he came to hear 


of his death, ſince he mourn'd ſo much for him 


in his ſickneſs. But perceiving his ſervants to 
be troubled, as if ſomething had come to their 
knowledge they did not care to acquaint him 
with, he concluded the child was dead. Where- 
fore having asked one of his attendants, he 
was told, that the child was dead. Upon this he 
immediately arofe from the ground, and waſh- 
ing himſelf, and putting on white raiment, he 
went into the tabernacle of God. After this 
he commanded proviſions to be ſet betore him. 


Sf This 


162 
This ſudden and unexpected change ſtruck with 
admiration all his kindred and ſervants; for- 
aſmuch as while the child was alive he refrain'd 
from eating, and now he was dead he took 
ſuſtenance, - And now perceiving that they 
might ad venture to ask him, he being of a more 
compoſed temper of mind, they intreated him 
to let them know the reaſon of this ſo ſtrange 
conduct. Wherefore he told them; That 
© while the child was alive, and he conceived 
any hope of his ſafety, he had performed 
what he did for his ſake, hoping that God 
might have been prevailed with to ſpare the 
life of the child; but now he was dead, it 
was in vain to torment himſelf any further 
with grief.“ After he had thus ſpoken, they 
with an unanimous voice applauded the wil- 
dom and prudence of the king. After this, 
David went in again into Beethſebe, whereby 
ſhe became pregnant, and bore him another 
ſon, whom, by the direction of Nathan the 
prophet, ſhe called Solomon. TEE 

n the mean time Foab carried on the ſiege 
of the Ammanites in Rabatha, and reduced 
them to great extremities, by cutting oft their 
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How Abeſalom put Amnon to Death, for yaviſhing bis Siſter; and | of bis Banifs 


* 


. 
* 


ſupplies of water and proviſions, ſo that a fa. 


mine and grievous thirſt raged heavily amonęſt 
them. All the relief they had was only from 
a ſmall well, che water of which they uſed ven 
ſparingly, leſt the fountain ſhould be exhauſte 7 


Foab therefore diſpatched a letter to Davio 


wherein, after he had made known to him the 
hardſhips to which the Ammanites were reduced, 


he deſired him to haſten to the camp, that the 


honour of having taken the city might be aſcrib'q 
to him. David commended the duty and fidelity 
of Foab, and taking preſently all the forces he 


had about him, marched to the ſiege of Ra. 


bat ha, which he took by force; and havin 
given liberty to his ſoldiers to ſack it, Himſek 
took the crown of the king of the Ammanites, 


which weighed a talent of gold, and had in 


the middle of it a ſardonyx ſtone of great value. 
This (a) crown David always wore upon his 
head. Beſides, he found in the city many 
other rich ſpoils. The inhabitants he put to 


the ſword, and with the like ſeverity nſed he 


the other cities of the Ammauites, which he be- 
ſieged, and carried by force. N 


ment; and how David his Father recalled him. 


HE king being returned to Hieroſolyma, 
after this expedition, a great misfortune 
befel his houſe from the following cauſe: He 
had a daughter as yet a virgin, named Tamara, 
born of the ſame mother with Abeſalom. She 


was of moſt excellent beauty, and in fairneſs 


exceeded all other women. Amnon, the eldeſt 
ſon of David, fell in love with her; but in re- 
gard ſhe was a virgin, and a ſtrict watch was 
kept over her, his deſire was croſſed, ſo that 
he found no poſſibility of enjoyning her. By 
the violence of his paſſion his health was im- 


paired, and all the ſigns of. indiſpoſition ap- 


peared upon him; for he daily pined and 


waſted away. This was ſoon perceived by a 


friend and relation of his, whoſe name was 
(b) Fonathan, who had obſerved how his 


ttrength and beauty decayed every day, being 
a perſon of ſubtilty and penetration: Where- . 


fore, he went and asked him the reaſon of this 
change in his ſtate of health, alledging withal, 


that the paſſion of love was the cauſe of it. | 
he had given this command, he bid his fiſter 
the ſame fa- 
Jonathan hereupon preſcribed him the 
way, by which he might certainly fullfil his 
withes. He perſuaded him to feign himſelf 
flick ; and when his father came to ſee him, to 


Amnon, upon hearing this, confeſſed his being 
in love with a ſiſter of his by 
ther, 


intreat him to let his ſiſter come and wait upon 


) We cannot be induced to believe a Crown of ſo fgreat Wei 


him; which, he ſaid, would prove the means 
of curing him of his malady, ſince he would 
then have an opportunity of accompliſhing his 
defire. Amnon in compliance with this advice 
laid himſelf down upon his bed, and feigned 
himſelf to be ſick. When David his father 
heard of it, he came to viſit him, and inquire 
of his health, of whom Amnos deſired that 
his ſiſter might be ſent to be with hin, 
Wherefore the king ordered her to g0 to 
him. When the young woman was come, 
Amnon untreated her to make him ſome cakes, 
ſaying, he could eat them with more appetite 
when he knew they were of her doing. After 
Tamara had kneaded the flour, made the cakes, 
and baked them in the ſight of her brother, 
the offered them to him to eat. However, he 
would not taſte them at that time; but giving 
orders to the ſervants, who waited before the 
door of the bed-chamber, to withdraw then- 
ſelves, he commanded them to keep ſilence, 
that he might repoſe himſelf a while. After 


bring the meat into the chamber. Tamara ac. 
cordingly did ſo, when Amnon taking hold a 
her, endeavour'd to perſuade her to lie wil 
him. The virgin upon this, called out aloud, 
and ſaid; Do not, my brother, force me; 09 10 


commit ſo heinous a crime, which is 4 trat. 


be could be worn by David d 


a 
his 2d; but our Opinion is (as R. Kimchi conjectures, who is followed in this Matter by J. Clark; 28. 


c. 12.) it hung to the End of a Rope, which made it ſeem, 


as if it reſted upon the Head of the King while 


he fat underneath it. This was done for the Sake of Sight, orly while David was feated. upon the Throne. 
(2) In Hoh Writ, Jonadab. | | 
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avs fk „ 1aws; and will bring thee under 
57 gh oor ; forbear, I pray thee, to ſatisfy 
7 filthy and wicked a deſire, the 1 
of which," will involve - our family OE 
diſponour. "After ſhe had thus faid, an pr 
ceiving he continued inflexible, ſhe' bid — 
ask her father, who would not withhold her 
from him. Tamara did this to avoid the vio- 
lence of his luſt at that time, mw 
0n's defire was irreſiſtible ; nor wonld he 
hearken to any advice, or to any intreaties 
his ſiſter made to him; but pu e cr 
the rage of his paſſion, forced her, not with 
ſtanding all the reſiſtance ſhe could make. 
After he had raviſhed her, he began inſtantly 
to hate her and reproach her, bidding her at 


fre ſhe told him, that this uſage of his was 
committed, and intreated him to let her abide 


in the day time, that all men might be wit- 
neſſes of her ſhame and diſhonour. But Am 
uon, notwithſtanding this juſt intreaty, or- 
dered his ſervants ro put her out of doors. 
This laſt outrage grieved her exceedingly, 
and rgiſed-in her a moſt bitter ſenſe of ſorrow, 
ſo that ſhe rent her garment of divers colours, 
(for ſuch the royal virgins uſed to wear, hang- 


her head, in that mournful condition running 
through the middle of the city, and deploring 
the injuſtice ſhe had ſuffered. Her brother 
_ 4a: by chance met her, and asked her 
_ what ill had befallen her that made her act in 
_ this manner. Tamara hereupon declared to 
him the injury ſhe had ſuſtained from Am- 
non. Abeſalom having heard her complaint, 
comforted her, and bid her be eaſy, and pa- 
tiently bear her grief; telling her at the ſame 
time, that Amnon's act of raviſhing her ought 
not to reflect any diſhonour upon her. Theſe 
words appeaſed Tamara, who ceaſed from her 
complaints, and went and abode unmarried 
Voith her brother Abeſalom. | 
— After David her father came to hear of this 
= affair, he was ſorely troubled, and exceedingly 
diſpleaſed: But as he had an extreme aftec- 
tion for Amnon who was his eldeſt ſon, he did 
not care to puniſh him with acquainting him 
vuith it, and making him feel the effects of his 
reſentment. Abeſalom however was ſecretly 
= inſpired with an inveterate hatred againſt him, 


venge the crime he had committed. Two 
= y<ars were now elapſed ſince this outrage was 
one to his ſiſter ; about which time Abeſalom 
| was preparing to go to * Belſephon, (a city 
n the tribe of Ephraim) to ſheer his ſheep. 
= Upon this he gave an invitation to his fa- 
ber and brothers to come and ſee him there, 
and partake of a feaſt he would prepare for 
WD | them, David excuſing himſelf, by ſaying he 
_ ud not be chargeable to him, Abeſalom de- 
tired he would permit his brothers to come ; 
_ 2 "hich he agreed. When they were met 
gether at Beſſephon, he commanded his ſer- 


Book VII. of the' Antiquities of the Jews. 


the ſame time to ariſe and be gone. Where- 
heavier to her than the infamous act he had 


with him till night, and not thruſt her from him 


ing down to their foot) and put aſhes upon 


and ſought for a convenient opportunity to re- 


* The Hebrew Text ſays, Baal-hazor, befides Epbraim. 
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vants when they perceived Amnon's hears 
merry with wine, upon a ſign given by him, 
to fall upon him without fear, and to kill 
him. As ſoon as the other brothers had be- 
held this tragical action, they were ſeized with 
great confuſton of ſpirit, fearing leſt they 
ſhould be ſo treated themſelves, and immedi- 
ately mounting their horſes, rode full ſpeed 
back to their father. But a certain perſon, 
coming to David before them, had reported 
to him, that Abeſalom had put to death all his 
ſons. The king was overwhelmed with a vio- 
lent grief, upon hearing that ſo many of his 
ſons had been ſlain, and the inhumanity of Abe- 
ſalom; at the mention of whoſe name, as be- 
ing the author of the wickedneſs, his grief was 
redoubled : So that he had not power to reſtrain 
himſelf till he ſhonld know, or ſhould hear a 
further account, or confirmation of it; as might 
be thought he would have done, upon hear- 
ing a report ſo cruel and beyond belief; but 
preſently rent his garment, and throwing 
himſelf proſtrate upon the ground, mourned 
heavily for all his ſons, as well thoſe whom 
he ſuppoſed to be ſlain, as for him who had 
been the aſſaſſin. But Jonathan the ſon of 
his brother + Samas, intreated him not to 
lament ſo much, nor give credit to the report 
that all his ſons were lain; for there was no 
real cauſe of any ſuch melancholy and af- 
flicting ſuſpicion, But as for Amuon, it was 
very reaſonable to believe he was flain by the 


order of Abeſalom, for the outrage he had com- 


mitted in raviſhing his ſiſter Tamara. Mean while 
the noiſe of horſes, and a company of perſons 
drawing near was heard, and broke. off the 
diſcourſe. They were the ſons of David who 
had fled from the feaſt. Their father with a 
flood of tears in his eyes ran to them, when 
he beheld them beyond his expectation alive, 
who ſo lately were reported to him to be 
murthered. All of them bitterly wept, the 
ſons for their flain brother, and the king 
for his killed ſon. Bur Abe/a/om fled to Ge- 


ſura, to his grandfather by his mother's fide, 


who was the 'king of that place, with whom 

he abode three years. 5 
David being now minded to ſend for his 
ſon Abeſalom; not to puniſh him for what he 
had done, but to keep him about his own 
perſon ; (for by this time his anger was over ;) 
Foab his general perceived it, and endeavour'd 
to further his reſolution, and bring him to ac- 
compliſh it by all the means he could. Where- 
fore he procured a certain woman, who was 
well ſtricken in years, to put on a mourning 
garment, and go to the king; to whom ſhe 
thus ſaid: My two ſons happened to have a 
difference between them in the feld; who coming 
at laft to blows, and no body being preſent to 
reconcile them, the one [mote the other and kits 
lea him, Now my whole family and friends are 
ſo violently bent againſt the murtherer, as to 
require his death. Wherefore I humbly iutreat 
that thou wouldſt preſerve him, and not ſuffer 
the only remaining ftaff of my old age to be tab n 
from me. Hearken; O king, to my prayer, and 
reflrain 
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ing bim any injury. For nothing except the fear 


1 from their, cruel purpoſe. 


- 


of thee, will deter th 


5 % 


When the woman found that ſhe had gained 


her point with the king; ſhe reſumed her ſtory, 
and ſaid, IJ return thee my thanks king 
for thy kindneſs. to me, who haſt taken 
© compaſſion on my old age, and my widow- 
0 Rnd. But that 1 may reſt aſſured that 
© thou wilt make good what thou haſt been 
« ſo graciouſly pleaſed to promiſe . me, let 
my lord tirſt vouchſafe to take into favour 
© his own ſon, and ceaſe to be further angry 
© with him. For otherwiſe, how can I per- 
© ſuade myſelf, that the kindneſs my lord 
© hath made me hope for, will prove real ; 
« ſince his own ſon, on the ſame account as 
© mine, lies at preſent under his indignation. 
© Beſides, (a) it would be inconſiſtent with 
© the great wiſdom of the king, when one 
© of his ſons hath been already ſlain, con- 
© trary to his deſire, willingly to agree to the 
cdeſtruction of another. David eaſily per- 
ceived now, that this whole matter was only 


an artifice of Foab, and done for the ſake of 


Abeſalom ; which alſo was confirmed by the 
acknowledgement of the woman. Wherefore 
he ſent for Foab, and told him, © He had 
© conſented to grant him what he defired, 
© and ordered him to recal Abeſalom, his 
© diſpleaſure with whom was now over, and 
c all his anger laid aſide,” Ja hearing this, 
proſtrated himſelf, and willingly received the 
command of David ; after which he haſtened 
to Geſura, from whence taking Abe/alom, he 


brought him with him back ro Hieroſolyma. 


The king hearing of his coming, ſent a meſ- 
ſenger with an order to bid him go to his own 


houſe, for he would not admit him ſo ſoon to 
fee him. Abeſalom to comply with his fa- 


ther's command, did not appear before him, 
but kept within his own houſe, and contented 
himſelf with the company of his friends and 
of his own domeſticks. 

The comelineſs of Abeſalom was not in the 
leaſt impaired by all that ſorrow he had con- 
ceived becauſe of his baniſhment, or the en- 
tertainment he therein met with, different 
from that of a king's ſon: Nay, his beauty 


reſtrain thoſe who ſeek bis deſruſtion, from d- appeared rather to be improued, ſo that in 


was ſo thick, that in the ſpace of eight 
It could hardly be cut, and weighed 


the gracefulneſs of his aſpect, ſtature, an 
perſon, he ſurpaſſed all others. His (5% hair 
days, 


U 
hundred ſicles. He lived in Hiero/olyma on 


years; wherein he became a father of- three 


children, one of which was a daughter of 


great beauty, whom Roboam the ſon of Solos 


mon took to wife; arid had by her an only fon 


named Abias. Some time after this, he ſent 
a meſſage to Joab, deſiring him to work 2 
thorough reconciliation with his father, and to 
intreat him to admit him into his preſence; 
that he might ſee. him, and make his ſubmiſ. 
ſion to him. This meſſage Foab neglected to 
perform: Upon which, Abeſalom ordered ſome 


ot his ſervants to go into a field of Joab's 


that lay contiguous to his eſtate, and burn it. 


The general hearing of this action, came, and 
asked him the reaſon of uſing him in the man- 
ner he had done. To which Abe/alom anſwer. 
ed thus: © I put this ſtratagem in practice, 
thinking it would prove the means of bring- 
ing thee to me, who hadſt ſo little regarded 
© whatlI deſired of thee, which was to brin 

* about a reconciliation with my father, that 
© thou didſt not ſo much as return me any 
* anſwer at all ; but ſince thou art now come, 
L earneſtly intreat thee to pacify him. Bet- 
© ter had it been for me to have remained 
* ſtill in exile, than to be fo near him, whilſt 
* he continues his "indignation againſt me. 
Theſe words of Abeſalom had the deſired in- 
fluence upon Foab, who taking compaſſion up- 
on his condition, and the diſtreſs he appeared 
in, for being deprived of the favour of his 
father, went and interceeded for him with the 
king. And what he ſaid in behalf of Abeſalom, 
had the effect he wiſhed for upon the mind of 
David, who thereupon was pleaſed graciouſly 


to order, that he ſhould forthwith be brought 


into his preſence. Abeſalom being come, pro- 
ſtrated himſelf upon the ground, and humbly 
implored a pardon of his crime. His father 
took him by the hand and lifted him up, 
promiſing not to remember any thing that 
had. paſled. 17 


HAF. I. 


Of Abeſalom's 


deſire with the king his father, in a 
thort time got him a great number of horſes 
and chariots, and five hundred men bearing 
arms: Every day _y in the morning he 
went to the palace, and conferred with thoſe 
who had controverſies, and came for judgment, 


(a) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: © It would be a baſe Thing, that, after one Son 
© Death againſt the Inclination of his Father, another ſhould be expoſed to the like Fate.“ 


Rebellion againſt David. Of the Counſels of Achitophel, and Chuſus, 
Of Siba and Semei. How Achitophel hanged himſelf. 


if BESALOM having thus obtained his 


and ſuggeſted to them, that his father wanted 
Skilful counſellors, And thoſe he had, being cot- 
rupted, were frequently guilty of pronouncing 
a wrong ſentence. Moreover he told them, 
that if he had the power of determining of theit 
differences, he would adminiſter juſtice it 
an impartial hand. By this artifice, and ſuch 
ſuggeſtions 


had been put i 
(b) This Account 


of Foſephus about the cutting of Abeſalom's Hair, is ſomething wonderful. We believe there is ſome Intet- 


olation or Error crept into the Text here : For the Weight of his Hair, conſult 
Colvius, and Waſerus in his Book d. Aut iq. num. He reor. 


Salmaſiu in his Letter 9 
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edjons as theſe he gained the hearts of 
ts bs sf 
viceable to his ambirious deſigns. : i a 
Abeſalom now confiding in the favout of the 

eople, about four years after he had been fe- 
conciled to his father, went to him, and in- 
treated him to let him go to Chehron to ſacri- 

ice to God; telling him, that in his baniſhment 

he had made a vow to do ſo. David having 
granted his requeſt, he went thither, where he 

ſoon gathered together a great number of people, 
amongſt theſe were Ac hitophel the Geimonite, 

and a counſellor of David, beſides two hun- 

5 dred men from Hiaroſolh ma, who, being entirely 
= ignorant of the deſigns of Abeſalom, were drawn 


thither through a pretence of doing facrifice.. 


David having received intelligence of the 
practices of Abeſalom, and the artifices. he 
made uſe of to withdraw the people from their 
obedience to him, and how ſucceſsful he had 
been in his endeavouts, was much troubled 
upon account of his ſon's impious and wicked 
diſpoſition, and could not bur wonder at his 
ingratitude, in ſo ſoon forgetting his pardon 
he had given him, and involving himſelf in 
crimes yet more impious, and of a more per- 
nicious nature, endeavouring to overturn the 
ſtate of a kingdom inſtituted by God himſelf, 
and imbrue his hands in the blood of his own 
father and ſovereign. Upon theſe conſidera- 
tions, knowing the unbridled fury of his fon, 
he reſolved to retire into ſome place beyond 
PFordan. To this end, after he had called 
= together his moſt faithful friends, and adviſed 
Vith them about the rebellion of his ſon ; 
= leaving all his affairs to the care of God, as 
= hc ſhould think fit to order them, he left his 
palace to be kept by ten concubines, and de- 
puarted out of Hieroſolyma, followed by a great 
company of perſons, and the ſix hundred men, 
who, in the life-time of Saul, had been com- 
panions of his former troubles. Abiathar and 
Vado the high-prieſts, and the Levites, who 
= had reſolved to accompany him with the ark, 
he perſuaded to ſtay behind, repreſenting to 
them, that God would bring about his deli- 
= vcrance, though he carried not the ark along 
— with him. He moreover commanded them to 
gie him private, but ſure intelligence of all 
what ſhould be tranſacted. Achimas ſon of 
Sado, and Jonathan fon of Abiathar, were 
entirely devoted to his intereſt, and them he 
left with their fathers. (1) Ethi the Gittite alſo 
accompanied David, but againſt his inclina- 
tion, tor he had deſired him to ſtay behind; 
dat no perſuaſions could prevail upon him, 
vhereby he demonſtrated the great affection 
be bore to the king. David being now upon 
we aſcent of mount Olivet, walking barefoot, 
aud the company about him (2) weeping, in- 
elligence was brought him, that Ac hitophe l 
Vas with Aeſalom, and had joined with him 
n dhe conſpiracy. This news exceedingly 


_ vated his trouble, and increaſed his ſor- 
bee: Wherefore he catneſtly begged of God 


c tur} away the mind of Abeſalom from heark- 


"8 to the counſels of Achitophel, whom he 


knew td be a very diſcerninig ſtateſmen, of 
great forecaft, and one who could ſuit things 
to theit ſeaſons with wonderful dexterity. 
After he was come to the top of the moun- 
tain, he looked. back upon the city; and with 
many. tears in his eyes, as if he had loſt his 
kingdom; poured ont his prayers to God. 
Chuſus his faithful friend met him in this 
mournful condition, whom when the king ſaw 
with his garment rent, and earth upon his 
head; he was grieved ſtill the more, and ſtrove 
to adminiſter comfort to him, by intreating 
him to ceaſe from his ſorrow ; and earneſtly 
begged him to go to Abeſalom his ſon, and 
under a pretence of fiding with him, to find 
out the ſecrets of his mind, and endeayour to 
defeat the counſels of Achitophel; for his abode 
with him would not prove ſo advantageous, as 
his going over. to Abeſalom. Theſe words of 
David prevailed with Chuſus, who ſtraight- 


way taking leave of the king, departed for 


Hieroſolyma, whither in a little time after Abe- 
/alom alſo. came. 


David having matched on a. little further, 


Sibas, the ſervant of Memphiboſthus, ſon of 
Jonathan his beloved friend, met him. He 
drove before him two aſſes laden with provi- 
ſions, of which he intreated him to take as 
much as himſelf and company had occaſion for. 


David upon this tender, asked him where Meme 


phibothus was: To which he anſwered, At 
Hieroſolyma, full of hope, now affairs were in 
conf uſjon, of obtaining the kingdom by the voice 
of the people, in grateful memory of. Saul, who 
had deſerved ſo well of them. This falſe re- 
port incenſed the king to ſuch a degree, that 
he gave to Has all he had before beſtowed on 
Memphiboſthus, as more . worthy of it than he. 
So Sbas departed well ſatisfied for having ob- 
tained his purpoſe. : 1 8 

David being now come nigh unto a place 
named (3) Baurim, a certain Kinſman of Saul, 
called Semei the ſon of Gera, came out, and 
threw ſtones at the king, curſing and reproach- 
ing him as he went along ; and the more he 
perceived his friends to ſtand about and en- 
deavour to protect him, he the more perſiſted 
in his inſolent abuſe of him, calling him a 
blood-thirſty and wicked man, and bidding 
him to depart out of the country as a perſon 


polluted, and execrable ; and ſaying, © He 


* thanked God for taking the kingdom from 
© him, and making his own ſon the inſtrument 
to puniſh him A the many crimes he had 
committed againſt Sau} his maſter.* Theſe 
words rouzed up the wrath of all about David; 
eſpecially of Abeſſæus, who had reſolved to 
kill him ; but was reſtrained from his intent 
by the king. Far be it from me, ſaid he, 
© to give a freſh occaſion to further troubles. 
The anger of this dog againſt me, I make 
no account, of. I put my truſt in God, who 
© hath permitted him to utter in this manner 
* his rage and fury againſt us. Why ſhould 1 
* think it ſtrange, and take it ill, that I ſuffer 
* theſe indignities from him, when my own 
* ſon is riſen up againſt me, to deprive me 


| (1) Ittai. (.) Some Editors turn this Paſſage, Aſter m vich i 
0 : \ © Aﬀer he and the company w | 
2 N . (3) In Holy Writ, Bahurim, 85 IT I pany Vith him had 
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© of my kingdom and life? It may be that 
© rhe Lord will have compaſſion upon us, and 
© through his goodneſs make our enemies to 
© fall before us. After ſpeaking thus, he 
marched onwards, and turned from Semei, 
who ran on the other fide of the hill, calling 
aloud; and uttering his teviling and reproach- 
ful language. When David was come to For- 
dan, he refreſhed his men, weary with their 
journey. 


After Abeſalom, with Ac hitophel the coun- 


ſellor, and all the people of 1/rae/ accompany- 
ing him, was arrived at Hieroſolyma, Chuſus, 

the friend of David went to him, and having 
paid him reverence, wiſhed him (1) a long, 
laſting, and peaceful reign, over a kingdom 
which might remain ſure to him. Abeſalom 
hereupon asked him, How it came that he who 
was efteemed by his father one of his beſt friends, 

and in whom he could put the greateſt confi- 
_ dence, did not remain with him, but was come 
over to him, relinguiſping David's intereſt © 
Chuſus to this very readily and cunningly 
_ anſwered, That he thought himſelf obliged to 
acknowledge him to be king, whom God and 
his people had owned for ſuch. For, my Lord, 


as I plainly ſee both theſe on thy fide, ſo I can 


not, without great folly and perverſeneſs, ſtand 
out, and refuſe my ſubmiſſion to thee 5 For at 
| _ hands of God thou haſt received the king- 
om. 
the number of thy friends, thou ſhalt find in 
me the ſame fidelity and kindneſs I always e. 
erciſed towards thy father Pavid, and was ever 
acknowledged by him. Neither ought he to take 
in evil part what I now do, nor be uneaſy at 
the preſent poſture of affairs For the kingdom 
is not transferred to another houſe, but remains 
in the ſame family, the ſon ſucceeding to the 
father. This ſpeech, and this proffer of ſer- 
vice by Chuſus, were approved and accepted 
of by Abe/alom, who no more entertained any 
ſuſpicion of him. After this Achitophel was 
ſent for, to adviſe what was neceſſary to be 
done. The ſtateſman counſelled him to lie 
with the concubines of his father, which, ſaid 
he, Will induce the people to believe that 


c a reconciliation between thee and David will 


© be impoſſible; and this will cauſe them with 
c more courage and chearfulneſs to uſe their 
© arms againſt him. For hitherto they have 
© ſhown themſelves fearful of openly eſpouſing 


© thy cauſe in oppoſition to him, being appre- 


© henfive that a reconciliation might be made 
c betwixt the father and ſon, in which caſe 
they were to be made the victim.“ Abeſalom 


giving ear to this counſel, commanded his ſer- 


vants to ſpread him a tent upon the palace, in 


the (2) fight of the people ; into which he went 


and lay with the concubines of his father. Here- 

in was the prophecy of Nathan fulfilled, who 

had foretold David of this rebellion of his ſon. 
Abeſalom, having thus far followed the ad- 
vice of Achitophel, asked him further, What 


(1) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage. © He wiſhed his Kingdom might at all Times continue in 

(2) Fpiphanins ſays, In the Sight of the People he went to the Concubines of his Father, and 1ay 4. 

them. The Sacred Books have it thus: And Abeſalom went in unto his Father's Concubines in the 8ig 
(3) 12000 In the Sacred Books. 


of all Irael.“ 


Wherefore if thou wilt receive me into 


. NB. a Mm: m9 
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method he thought beſt to be taken, in Carry. 


ing on the war againſt his father. 


Upon this: 
he asked for (3) ten thouſand choſen rv, 
with whom he | promiſed to diſpatch his fl. 
ther; and bring them. hack from the war in 
ſafety ; and that in the. end he would ſettle 
his kingdom on a lafting foundation, and con- 
firm it in peace and tranquility, when David 
was once raken out of the way. This advice 
greatly pleaſed Abeſalom, who, nevertheleſs 
was willing to hear the opinion of Chuſus ; 
whom therefore he ſent for, having formerly 
been the friend of David, and ſo by him cal. 
led. Being come, he explained to him the 
counſel of Achitophel, requiring of him his 
thoughts of it. Chuſus finding, if Achitophe}'s 
advice was followed, that David lay under 
imminent danger of being taken and put to 
death, endeavoured to offer ſomething of & 
quite contrary tendency. * My king, ſaid he, 
thou art not ignotant of the courage of thy 
© father, and thoſe who accompany him; hoy 
that he hath waged many wars, and always 

returned victorious over his enemies. ht is 
not at all to be thought, that he is now to 
be found with the body of his army in- 
camped in the open field, but that he hath 
undoubtedly withdrawn himſelf with ſome 
of his men into ſome valley, or behind 
- ſome rock, there to lie in ambuſcade : For 
he is excellently well verſed in forming all 
ſorts of military ſtratagems, wherewithal to 
circumvent his enemy. Now, when our 
men ſhall begin the onſet, his will ſeem to 
be at a ſtand, and by little and little to gire 
way, and retire before us, till they come 
near unto the place where David lies con- 
cealed; where making a halt, and turning 
afreſh to the charge, your father in the 
mean time, ariſing out of ambuſh, they will 
be inſpired with a courage and vigour not 
to be withſtood ; whilſt ours are thereby 
ſtruck with fear and conſternation. Whete- 
fore it is not good at this time, in my 
opinion, what Achitophel hath adviſed, But 
what 1 judge moſt expedient to be done, 
is this: Diſpatch meſſengers into all the 
countries of the Hebrews, with a command 
to muſter all their forces, and at a certain 
day, to ſend them to a place appointed for 
all to meet, in order to make an expedition 
againſt thy father. Put thy ſelf at the beid 

* them, and under thy conduct let the 
war be managed, without committing 1 
to the care of another. Thou haſt all the 
reaſon in the world to believe, that tho! 
ſhalt be able to overcome him, if thou at. 
tack him in the open fields; he having but 
few men about him, in compariſon ot the 8 
many thouſands of thine, whoſe duty and 1 
© readineſs to obey thy commands appear . 
© viſible in their countenances. But it y 3 
© ſhall ſhut up himſelf within the walls © 
© ſome city, we will lay ſiege to it, and Wl 
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Safety. 
lay wit 


& mines 


= 


mines, and other engines of war, ſooh be- 
. — maſters of it.“ What was now ſpoken 
by Chuſus, was moſt approved of by fie on, 
who preferred this lavter advice of his to 
that of the ftateſman. This however muſt 
be attributed to God, that the counſel | of 
Chuſus obtained more credit with Abeſalom 
Ac hitopbel s. 5 oy = 
ts hating thus prevailed, haftened to 
Sadoc and Abiathar the  high-priefts, and ac- 
ainted them with the different counſels Ac hi- 
:ophel and he had given Abeſalom, who had ap- 
proved that as the beſt and moſt advantagious 
which he had given; deſiring them to ſend forth- 
with to David, to e wech Heng 3 what 
d paſſed, and to intreat him to pals over 
ee without delay, left Abeſalom ſhould 
ſuddenly alter his reſolution, and make haſte 
do purſue him, and ſhould come upon him; 
= before he could be able to retreat into any 
place of ſafety. The bigh-prieſts had before 
taken care to have their ſons placed in a 
private place without the city, whence, up- 
on notice given them, they might go and 
acquaint David with what was tranſacted 
in it. Wherefore they now ſent to them 
a ſervant maid in whom they could con- 
fide, to inform them of all that Abeſalom had de- 
creed againſt him; giving a command to them, 
to acquaint David immediately with the news. 
In compliance with this order of their fa- 
thers, the young men made all poſſible diſ- 
patch, as was required in a buſineſs of the 
greateſt conſequence; and departing, haſtened 
to the place were David was incamped, 
to give him intelligence of what had paſſed. 
= Scarce were they got above two furlongs 
from the city, but certain men on horſeback 
eſpied them, and brought an account of them 
to Abeſalom, who ſent immediately after them to 


obſerving this, turned out of the road, and 
—_ withdrew into a certain village not far from 
KHieroſolhma, called Bachures : There they be- 
ſought a certain woman to conceal them in 
ſome ſecure place; who having let them down 
buy a rope into a well, (x ) ſhe covered the mouth 
thereof with wool, When the men who 
—_ purſued after them came up to her, and 
engquired if ſhe had ſeen them; ſhe' ſaid; 
—_—_ 1: fe had ſeen them, but that they tar- 
rie 4 very little time, and were departed. 
_ However, if they were minded to apprehend 


nagered Aveſalom in the mean time havin 
Wain bis faz D , Of di Faden a- 
1 ather David; and paſſed with them 
| the river Fordan, fat down not far 


one In Holy Writ * She 
_ (2) The Sepruaging call it Manaim. (3) dmaſa, 
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apprehend them. The ſons of the high-prieſts 


E- 1 N this ſituation were the affairs of Da- 


ſpread à covering over the Well's Mouth 
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them; they might overtake them if they made 
haſte; Wherefore, after having rode a lo 
way in fearch of them, without either ſeeing, 
or hearing any thing of them, they gave over 
the purſuit. The woman, after fle had ob- 
ſerved them to return, and that the young 
men had no further cauſe to fear their being 
taken, drew them up by the rope, and bid 
them go on in their journey. They made all 
ray haſte unto David, whom they faith- 
ully acquainted with the reſolution of Abe- 
ſalom againſt him. Upon this, he ordered all 
his forces to paſs over Fordan, which the) 
immediately did, without being at all dif- 
on or delayed by the darkneſs of the 
night. | | | 

” 1chitophel, finding his counſel rejected, im- 
mediately mounted an aſs, and marched to 
Gelmon, his city: Where calling together 
all his houſhold, he declared to them the 
advice he had given Abeſalom, who had not 


* 


accepted but difregarded it; which would in 


a very ſhort time occaſion his inevitable de- 
ſtruction. He told them, that David would 

rove victorious, and re-inftate himſelf in his 

ingdom. Therefore, /aid he, It is better for 
me that I put a period to my life willingly 
and courageouſiy, than to come under the power 
of David, and be made an example, by an igno- 
minious death, for having conſpired with Abe- 
ſalom. After he had thus ſpoken, he went in- 


to an inner chamber of his houſe and hang- 


ed himſelf. This was the end of Ac hi- 
tophel, who had choſen this manner of death, 
and was after cut down and buried by his 
relations. But David having paſſed Jordan, 


as we have before mentioned, went to the 


(2) Tents, one of the faireſt and beft defenced 
cities in that country. The principal perſons 
of the places adjacent received him with great 
marks of diſtinction, and ſympathy, upon ac- 
count of his prefent troubles; greatly re- 
ſpecting him becauſe of the happy life they 
had enjoyed under his government. The 
moſt conſiderable of theſe were Barezlens the 


Galaadite, and Siphay a prince of the Amma- 
nites, and Machirus lord of the country o 


Galaad ; who gave him in abundance all thin 

neceſſary to ſapport life, ſuch as beds, bread 
and wine; beſides a large number of ſheep, 
and other things to redet his men, who 
were weary with their march. 


CHAP. X. 


n Abcfalom tas caught in 4 Tree by the Hair of bis Head, whereby be hung, 
N and was in that condition Slain. 


from the Tents, in the land of Galaad. He 


made (3) Ameſſa his general, in oppoſition 


to - Foab his kinſman his father's general. 
This Ameſſa was the ſon of one (4) Fetharſa : 


His mother's name was Abigazs, who toge- 


, and' ſpread ground Corn thereon. 
(4) Ithra. D fide . 
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ther with Sarvia the mother of Joab were 
David's ſiſters; David. having teviewed his 
army, found it to conſiſt of (a) forty thouſand 
men, with which he had no thoughts of ſtay- 
ing till Abeſalom attacked him: But placing 
tribunes and centurions over them, he di- 
vided them into three bodies, one of which 
he gave the command of to Foab, another to 
his brother Abeſſus, and the third to Ethi 
the Gittite, his familiar friend. Theſe officers 
diſſuaded him from marching in perſon with 
the army; and they ſupported their advice 
with good reaſons: For, ſaid they, If thou 
art preſent with us, and we are defeated, all 
our hopes are then entirely gone. But if one 
body of the army is routed, the others may 
retreat towards the city, from whence thou 
mayſt recruit them 1 ſending Freſb auxiliary 
forces. This remonſtrance had its deſired ef- 
fect with the king, upon which he reſolv d to 
remain in the city. When he was ſending his 
officers, together with the ſorces they command- 
ed, forth to engage the enemy, he exhorted 
them to behave valiantly and faithfully, and 
to retain a ſenſe of his favours, and the bene- 
fits he had beſtowed upon them. But more 


eſpecially, and with the greateſt earneſtneſs, 


he gave a charge concerning his fon Abeſalom, 

that if they obtained the victory they would 
not, for his ſake, deal roughly with the young 
man, leſt by his death his ſorrow ſhould be in- 
creaſed. Having thus ſaid, and prayed God 
to give them ſucceſs, he ſent them away, 

Joab drew up his army in a large field, 
having a wood on his rear, and Abeſa/om con- 
fronted him with his. Both parties began the 
engagement at once, and diſcovered great 
courage and reſolution. As thoſe on David's 
ſide Sught to regain a loſt kingdom, ſo they 
demonſtrated an alacrity to encounter every 
danger, The other on Abeſalom's ſide, were 
no leſs prepared to perform every thing with 
the like courage, that they might not loſe 
what they had obtain'd, and expoſe Abeſalom 


to his father's diſpleaſure and puniſhment for 


his inſolent attempt. Beſides, as they were 
more numerous, they eſteemed it very diſ- 


| honourable to be overcome by men inferior to 


them in number, as Joa s were. On the 
other hand, David's men who were well ver- 
ſed in martial exerciſes, behaved themſelves 
valiantly, and oppoſed with all their might 
the many thoufands of Abeſalom's party; whom 


in the end they entirely routed, and forced 


to fly; purſuing ſome over rocks and ſteep 
places, and taking others priſoners ; killing 


more in the chace than in the fight, twenty 


thouſand men falling by the edge of the ſword 
on that day. Bur 7oab with his victorious 
troops purſued the flying party wherein Abe- 


{alom was, he being very remarkable, both on 


account of his beauty and ſtature: Who, fear- 
ing to be taken alive by the enemy, mounted 
upon a ſwift mule, and rode full ſpeed away. 
But in his career happening to come nnder a 
tree with wide ſpreading branches, one of them 


(a) Holy Writ mentions nothing of -any Number. 
a Girdle. | 


© with 
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took hold of him by the hair of his head, fly. 
ing diſhevelled in the wind becauſe of the 
yelocity of his motion, ſo that he remained 
hanging in the air between earth and heaven: 
the mule in the mean time continuing her ra. 
pid courſe, as if her rider had been 


on h 
back. Thus Abeſalom fell into the hand; of 


Foab's ſoldiers, one of whom went and ac. 
quainted that general with it : Upon which he 
{aid to the man, Why didft thou not ſmite him? 
T would have given thee ( fifty fhekels of fl. 
ver, if thou hadſt ſlain him. The man anſwer. 
ed, If thou hadſt offered me two thouſand, I 
would hot have done this thing to the ſon of 
my ſovereign, who in all our hearings intreated 
us to ſpare the young man, The general com- 
manded the man to ſhow him were he ſaw 


Abeſalom thus hanging; who conducting him 


to the place, oab with a javelin ſtruck him to 
the heart; after which the attendants of Jouj 
ſurrounding the deceaſed took him down from: 
the tree, and threw him into a deep pit, after 
which they raiſed over him a mighty heap of 
ſtones, in ſome fort repreſenting a monument 
or tomb: This being done, ee ſounded a 
retreat, to recal his ſoldiers from the purſuit, 


and to put a ſtop to any further effuſion ot blood. 


Now Abeſalom in his life-time had ereQeq 
for himſelf a pillar of marble in the place 
called the King's Dale, diſtant from Hieroſah- 
ma about two furlongs. This pillar he ſtiled 
his Fand; and was wont to ſay, If all his 
© children ſhould periſh, that column would 
© preſerve the remembrance of his name; for 
(as aboye related) he had three children born 
to him; to wit, two ſons and one daughter, 
named Tamara, who was after married to 
Roboam the nephew of David, by whom ſhe 
bore a ſon called Abias, who afterwards ſuc- 
ceeded to the kingdom. But of theſe in a 
more proper place. After the death of Abe- 


ſalom, the people diſperſed themſelves, and 


returned each to his own habitation. .._ 
But Achimas ſon of Sadoc the high-prieſt 
went and deſir'd of Foab, that he might go and 
carry to David the news of the victory, and 
relate to him, how, by the aſſiſtance of God, 
every thing had proſperouſly ſucceeded. . The 
general anſwered him, ſaying, What wilt 
* thou, who always was a meſſenger of glad 
© ridings, go now to David and acquaint hin 
the ſorrowful account of his ſon's 
© death?* Having thus ſaid, he ordered him 
to ſtay ;/ and after called to him CHuſus, whom 
he commanded to go and acquaint Davidzwith 
what he had ſeen. But Achimas asked him 


the ſecond time to permit him to go; for be 


would only tell him of the victory, and 
not ſay one word of the death of his ſol. 


So Foab at length - ſuffered him alſo de 


go. Ac himas was well acquainted with the 
thorteſt way, and by that means got to David 
before Ghefus. eie 

David was at this time ſitting! betwed 
the two gates, and waiting for the | com 


of ſome perſon from the battle, to tell = 


(%) Holy Mit fays ten Shekels of Silver . 


| * 
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e thines had gone. When one of the 
HY tmoc-elpying Achimas at a pretty good 5 1 
ſtance running, but not knowing certainly who 
he was; called to David and ſaid, He ſaw 
a meſſenger coming. The king upon thus ſaid, 
He was bringing good ridings. A while after 
he called again, ſaying, He ſaw another tnan 
approaching. Upon this again the king ſaid, 
He alſo was the bringer of good neus; the 
watchman, perceiving by this time it was 
Ac himas that drew near, ſignified to David 
that the ſon of Sadoc run towards him. The 
king at this was glad, and ſpake thus; That 
© man is a meſſenger of joyful news, and brings 
e with him an account of the battle that will 
© anſwer my wiſhes. e ATED ee 
While the king was uttering theſe words, 
Ac himas appeared, and did him reverence ; aſter 
which he told him the ſucceſsful event of the 
battle. David after this ask d him what news 
he had brought him of his ſon? To which he 
anſwer'd, That as ſoon as the enemy was 
« put to flight, the ſoldiers eagerly purſued 
« Abeſalom That this was all the tidings 
< he had to report, having been diſpatched 
© by Foab to acquaint him with the news of 
© the victory, as ſoon as the enemy was put to 
c the rout.” ike on, "SEE 
When Chuſus arriv*d and had paid his reſpects 
to the king, he alſo told him the news of the 
_— victory ; upon which he made another enquiry 
about his ſon : Chu/us anſwered, The ſame fate 
6e to all thine enemies, O king, as has befallen 
thy ſon. This ſpeech, b the victory ob- 


the king of the joy the victory had before 
= given him, and gave a melancholy caſt to all 
that were about him; for he immediately went 
up to the higheſt place of the city, and there 
| bewailed his ſon, beating his breaſt, tearing 

the hair from his head, and ſhewing other ſigns 
of his exceſſive grief, and crying out aloud, 
Ab my ſon Abeſalom, my ſon, Oh that I had 
ſtared thy fate and died with thee. David was 
| of a moſt tender diſpoſition to all his children, 


| RS but for Abeſalom he had an affection greater 
| WS than for any of the reſt. Joab and the army 
„having heard how David lamented his ſon, 
0 | | | 

It 


n 


"oh T HOSE Hebrews, who had followed the 
MY fortunes of Abeſalom, and got home, 
ent meſſengers into every city, to expoſtu- 
ae with the inhabitants thereof, and ſet be- 
ee them the benefits they had received at the 
ends of David, and eſpecially how he had 
eocured their liberty, and ſecured it to them 
_  y great and ſucceſsful wars: As alſo to 


pur them in mind, how they had driven him 


I6 


; a) Epiphanius turns this paſſa e thus 
| 1 People will this Day felge you, 


| 4 Co P-. 2. 


tain'd at this time was very great, deprived 


1 Ameſſa the General to purſue Sobæus, whom Joab ſtabbed. 


of 3 peace being now deſtroyed. 


For I know for certain, 
and give your kingdom to another, Then you will have, 


thought it unbecoming to enter the city in a 
triumphant manner, but with countenances de- 
jected, and eyes full of tears, they marched 
into the city in ſo ſorrowful a manner, that 
any, who had ſeen them, would rather have 
thought them captives than conquerors. As 
the king with a veil over his face continued 
ſitting, and heavily lamenting his ſon, Foab 
came to him, intending to diſſuade © him 
from ſhowing ſuch publick ſigns of his ſor- 
row. My Lord, ſaid he, You diſhonour your- 


« ſelf by this effeminate carriage of yours. You 


ſeem to hate thoſe who love and have expo- 
ſed themſelves to all manner of dangers for 
you; nay even to. diſregard yourſelf and your 
own houſe, and to reſpect thoſe your mortal 
enemies, who have ſuffer'd a death which the 
have moſt juſtly deſerv'd. If Abeſalom had 
overcome us, and by his ſucceſs, poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of the kingdom, he would not have left 


one remaining of us ; but beginning his ven- 


o 

c 

0 

c 

i 

& 

4 

* 

© geance upon you, and your houſe, we ſhould 
© all have periſhed in an undiſtinguiſh'd ruin. 
Our enemies then would not have bewailed 
© us, but rejoiced and made merry with our fall, 
© and they would have puniſhed with death 
© thoſe who ſhould have offer d to compaſſionate 
© us. Does not ſhame forbid your behaving 
thus upon the account of one, who, though 
c your fon, was your 1nplacable enemy, and 
the worſt of all villains? Mherefore baniſh 
© this ſorrow, ſhow yourſelf before the face of 
« your ſoldiers; and return them your thanks 
© for the victory they have odrail, and the 
© cheariulneſs they diſcovered in the battle. For 
c 
c 
0 


% 


otherwiſe, if you perſiſt in your lamentations, 


this very day (a) I will cauſe your people to 


. 


king to lay aſide the outward expreſſions of 


his ſorrow, and to reſume his wonted care of 


the government. Wherefore willing to gratify 
the people with his preſence, he came and ſat 
down at the gate, cloathed in his royal robes. 


All the people, after they had heard this, 


ran to ſalute him. And in this manner were 
affairs carried on. oo] 


CHAP. XI. 


; | Of David's Reconciliation with Semei and Sibas, after he bad r 
= Of bis great Reſpe# to Barzeleus. How, on the Rifs 


egained the Kingdom. 
ng of a Sedition, he appointed 


out. of his kingdom unjuſtly, and given the 
chief authority to another: That he, whom 


they had conſtituted their chief, being now 


dead, they ought to ſubmit themſelves to Da- 
vid, begging him to lay aſide his anger 
and take them into his favour ; and to take 
upon him the adminiſtration of the govern- 
ment as before, his enemies and the diſturbers 

u 


| things 


that if you continue to do thus, all 


revolr, and give your kingdom to another, 
© and ſo give you a juſt and real occaſion for 
* weeping.* This ſpeech of Foab, made the 
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things coming to the ears of David, he ſent 
for Sadoc and Abiat har the chief prieſts, and 
having communicated to them what he heard, 
gave them in charge to the princes of the tribe 
of Fudah; to tell them, That it was a reproach 
for them who were his kindred, and of his own 
Tribe, to appear leſs forward than the other 
Tribes, in making David again king. He com- 
manded them alſo to expoſtulate with Ameſſa 
the general. That, though David's nephew by 
his ſiſter, he had not uſed his intereſt with the 
people, to induce them to reftore him to the king- 
dom. However, that he might certainly depend 
upon the king's favour, and that what was 
' paſt was buried in oblivion. Moreover that he 
ſhould retain the ſame poſt in the army as he had 
under Abeſalom. Wherefore the high-prieſts 
ſpoke to the tribe of Fudah as they were or- 
dered. After which they went to Ameſſa, and 
delivered to him the meſſage from David. 
The General was ſoon brought over to adviſe 
about his reſtauration. Nay, he uſed his in- 
tereſt ſo far with his own tribe, that they im- 
mediately ſent ambaſſadors to David, in- 
treating him to return to his kingdom. 
This example was ſoon followed by all the 


Iſraelites, who were exhorted thereunto by 


Ameſſa. 

After the ambaſſadors were come (a) to him, 
he began his march towards Hieroſolyma. Now 
the tribe of Fudah ſhowed themſelves the 
foremoſt to demonſtrate their duty to him. 
They went before all the other tribes to the 
river Fordan to meet him, Semei the ſon of 
Cera, in conjunction with them, went with a 
thouſand men, which he had brought out of 
the tribe of Benjamin. Sibas, Saul's freed- 
man, came alſo with his fifteen ſons, and 
twenty ſervants, Theſe, with the rribe of 
Fudah, laid a bridge over Fordan, for the 
king's more ſafe and ready paſſage. When 
he was come to the river, the tribe of 7u- 
dah ſaluted him. Semei, having got upon 
the bridge, proſtrated himſelf at. the feet of 
the king, © begging that he would pardon him 
for the indignities he had put upon him; and 
* not uſe any violence againſt him : That now 
© he was (5) reſtored to his government he 
© hoped he would not make' him the firſt ex- 
© ample of his reſentment, but conſider, that 
© as he was the firſt that ran to ſhow his 
duty, it was repentance for his crimes that 


© had induced him to it.“ While he thus 
was endeavouring to move the compaſſion of 


David in the moſt pathetick terms, Abeſſzus 
the brother of Joab thus ſpoke to him: What, 
© © ſhould not you now ſuffer death, who had 
© the boldneſs to revile and curſe him whom 
© God had placed in the regal ſeat ?? Da- 


(a) @Tegy.v0/10. Scholanus follows this Reading, 


preſume, is very indifferent, He - ſays thus : © In the mean while, after the Ambaſſadors of the 1110 ns 
© had been with Ameſſa at Hiereſolyma, the Tribes themſelves, (or their Chiefs) went to the Ki ns 
to bring him over Jordan, but that they of Jx#dab got to him before them, Cc.“ 


interprets this Place; That having obtained the 
upon him firſt.” 
© bles and Broils, which, if revived, will prove of 


had ſworn to remain in this melancholy State, till he ſaw the King's Misfortunes take another Tun 


Epiphanius. Bzaring the King's Troubles with as 
24/enmns. ; ns 


(c) Epiphanius turns it thus, Ceaſe, ye Sons of Sarvia to renew thoſe Tror 


os EFTHHUus Book VII. 
vid hearing this, turned himſelf about and ſaid $ 


Ye ſons of Sarvia, will ye not be quiet 3 
© Do not raiſe new. commotions before (c 


A 


_ © the former are quite laid aſleep. This day is 


* the firſt of my reign; wherefore 1 

That all who ee crimes e 
* will pardon them, and will not infli& pu 
© niſhment upon any one for outrages 18 
* my perſon, Thou, O Semei (added he) 
© be of good courage, and not in the leaſt an. 
prehenſive of the death you have deſerves a 
Semei, after he had again thrown himſelf at the 
feet of the king, in acknowledgment of hig 
gracious pardon, aroſe and went away. 

After this, Memphiboſtus the nephew gf 
Haul came to meet him; he was dreſt in 
a mean and ſordid habit, and his hair was 
uncombed and neglected : For after David's 
retreat from the city, in token of his con. 
cern, he neither had his hair cut, nor his 
clothes cleaned, (4) eſteeming the alteration 
of the king's condition to be his own cala- 
mity ; beſides, that Sibas had moſt un. 
juſtly and groſly belied him. After he had 
proſtrated himſelf, and done him reverence 
the king asked him the reaſon, «© Why he 
© did not follow him, and make himſelf ; 
© companion of his flight and troubles?” He 
anſwer'd, Shas was the only cauſe, my 
Lord, that I went not along with you ; 
for when I had given him orders to get all 
« things 1n readineſs for my journey, he mind. 
ed me not, but neglected my commands, as 
if he had been nothing concerned with me: 
But if I had had the uſe of my feet, my 
Lord ſhould not have gone without me ; for 
then I ſhould have been able to have accom- 
panied his flight. But, not content with 
obſtructing my good intent towards my 
Lord, he has alſo raiſed calumnies, and 
forged lies to provoke my Lord again 
me. But my Lord is wife and diſcern- 
ing, and will not give credit to ſuch un- 
juit detractions: Foraſmuch as my Lord 
is a lover of God and truth. And ſ 
far is my Lord from hearkening to wick- 
ed and malicious calumnies, that he 1s 
compaſſionate, even ready and willing to 
overlook the real injuries that have beet 
committed againſt him. For whereas, 1 
Lord was by my grandfather perſecuted, 
and reduced to the greateſt ſtraits, fot 
which cauſe it might have been expett- 
ed, that when my Lord came to hare 
power in his hands, our whole family would 
have been extirpated ; as he did more thun 
once ſpare the life of my grandfather, wi il 
in his power to have taken it, {0 "nl 
© hath ſince had compaſſion upon his family, Bl 
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but the Interpretation he puts upon this ran 
ri 
K 


(b) Galeni I 8 
Government again, he would not fix his Tho ug 


(4) 


more dangerous Conſequence to us.“ 


forrowful an Heart as if they had been his of 


« forgetti 


Wo 
E 


a 8 
_ 8 
SAC 
3 


rde 


af hs 
SIN. 
k LT, 


e 


« forgetting the 


'©1 was ignorant of the 


Book VII 3 | of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


evils done to him ; * w 
even me as one of his 

Lord hath treated ev : 

E Rents, having honoured me with a place at 


f N bad thus ſpoken, David being re- 


ſolved, neither to puniſh Memphiboſtus, whom 
he (ound to be innocent, nor yet to deal rigo- 


An ; 1 

h Sibas, in regard of the ſeaſonabl 

roy Thad afforded _ in ot —— of = 
. ſal emphiboſtus . 

great neceſſity ; ſaid to po 1 


your ſtaying behind me, and judged it to 


© be as Sibas repreſented it, who brought me 


« ſo ſeaſonable a relief; gave him all 
« your goods : But being now come to 4 
« right underſtanding in the matter, I have 
« pardoned Si has, and ordered him to reſtore 
« you half of your lands. To this Memphi- 
beſts replied ; © Let Sibas poſſeſs the whole, 
it is enough for me that my Lord hath re- 
« ceived again his kingdom. Ez 

Berzeleus the Galaadite, a great and good 
man, who had many ways aſſiſted David with 
neceſſaries whilſt he remained in the ſtrong 
city, having brought him on his way as far 
as Jordan, was by the wins invited to go 
with him to Hieroſolyma, profering to uſe him 
now in his old age with all poſſible reſpect 
and honour, and take care and provide for him 
as it he were his own father. But Berzeleus 
being deſirous rather to live in his own coun- 
try, at home in private, deſired to be excuſed, 
and told the king; He was come to an age 
© in which mankind is paſt the reliſh of plea- 
© ſure, being eighty years old ; and that now 
death ought to be the principal ſubject 


= < of his thoughts. That therefore his earneſt 
deſire was, that the king would favour him ſo 


© much as to permit him to return to his own 
© houſe. That he could no more now, by reaſon 
© of his age, partake of the recreations and de- 
© lights of thoſe who live with kings, and fre- 


Es * quent palaces. The king obſerving his 
carneſt intreaty, ſaid, I give thee leave 


| © to go back, but let thy fon Achimanus go 
|< with me.” 


Berzeleus having left his ſon, and done re- 


| verence to the king, wiſhed him all imaginable 
ſucceſs and 


town home. 


roſperity, and departed to his 


Judah entire. 
The chief men of the country of I1/rae! 


ame to him at Galgal, accompanied by a 
reat multitude of 


him of the tribe of Fudah, which they ſaid, 


people, and complained 


ad withdrawn itſelf privately to him, when 
ll of them ought unanimouſly to have come 
ind met him, The princes of the tribe of Fu- 


7 begged them not to vex themſelves, be- 


ae — had been anticipated in their de- 


= had a reſpe& for him, the 
onſideration haſtened to him before the 


res: © For as they were his kindred, and 


y had on that 


mb others; but not through any view of ob- 


mk 


(a) Holy Writ ſays Ten. 


n the mean time David came to 
cal, where he had one half of the whole 
pcoplc, and the tribe of 


171 


© taining a reward for ſo doing, which might 
© give occaſion of offence to thoſe who came 
© later.” When the heads of the tribe of u- 
dah had ſpoken thus, thoſe of the other tribes 
ſeemed not ſatisfied. © But we (anſwered they) 


© brothers, are amazed you ſhould call the 


A 


king the kinſman of you alone: For ſince 
he has received from God the government 
over us all, he is to be eſteemed a rela- 
tion of us all. Upon which account, as the 
whole nation conſiſts of (a) eleven parts ; 
(one of which we are, being alſo elder than 
you;) You have committed an injuſtice, in 
* going ſecretly and without our privity to 
the king. e | 

| While the heads of the tribes were debating 
in this manner, a certain man named Sens, 
the ſon of Bochorias, and a Benjamite, one of 
a wicked and ſeditious diſpoſition, ſtood up in 
the midſt of the multitude; and in a loud voice 
ſaid ; None of us hath any part in Dgvid, 
© or lot in the ſon of Fefſe.” After which he 
blew a trumpet, and declared war againſt the 
king. Upon this all of them followed him; 


A A A A A 


A 


and revolted from David. Only the tribe of 


Judah remained, who reſtored him to his pa- 
lace at Hieroſolyma. His concubines, with 
whom Abe/alom his ſon had lain, he put in 
another houſe, and commanded all things ne- 
ceſlary tor their ſubſiſtence to be given 'them, 
and never after converſed with them. He con- 
ſtitured Ameſſa general of his army, by con- 
terring upon him the poſt Foab held under him, 
and commanding him to raiſe as large an army 
out of the tribe of Fudah as he could, and to 
bring them before him in three days, that he 


might give him the ſole command of it, with 


orders to march againſt the ſon of Bochorias. 
Ameſſa immediately obey'd the king's com- 
mands, but delaying the levying of the army 
too long, to return within the limited time : 
The king on the third day ſaid to Foab, © That 

it would be diſadvantageous to him to give 
Sobeus any time, left he ſhould gain ſtrength, 
and become the author of greater calamities 
than ever Abeſalom had been. Make not 
the leaſt delay then, but take with you 
the forces at hand, and my company of 
fix hundred men, and with your brother 
Abeſſeus purſue the enemy : Oblige him 
to engage whereſoever you meet with 
him: Haſten to overtake him, leſt he 
gain poſſeſſion of ſome fortified city, and 
give us a great deal of trouble to drive 
© him out.“ LDL 9 

Foab reſolved to proceed with the utmoſt 
expedition, upon which taking his brother 
Abeſſeus and the ſix hundred men, he com- 
manded the other ſoldiers left in Hieroſo- 
ma to follow him. With theſe forces he 
marched againſt Sobzus. When he came to 
Gabaon, which is a village diſtant from Hie- 
roſolyma, about twenty furlongs, he met there 
Ameſſa at the head of a numerous army : 
Joab had a ſword girded to his fide, and a 
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breaſt- 
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breaſt- plate upon his body. As Ameſſa (a) 
drew near to ſalute him, he deſignedly 
cauſed his ſword to fall out of the ſcabbard, 
as if it had been by chance; which immedi- 
ately taking up with one hand, and with the 
other catching hold of Ameſ/a's beard, as he 
approached nearer. to him, through a pretence 
of kiſſing him, he thruſt the point at una- 
wares into his belly, and ſo ſlew him on 
the ſpor. In this he committed a wicked and 
cruel act; envying a youth of a hopeful diſ- 
poſition, his relation, and no way deſerving 
of the injuſtice he had done him. For the 
king 
wy. and by his favour he had obtained an 
equality of condition with him. Upon the ſame 
account he killed Abner But he concealed 
the injury he did him, under the plauſible pre- 
tence of revenging his brother Aſael's death. 


However, for the death of Ameſſa he had no 


excuſe of that kind. After he had ſlain 
him, he left one with the dead body whom 
he commanded to proclaim among the army, 
that Ameſſa died juſtly, being puniſhed for a 
lawful reaſon; and that they who favoured 
the. king's ſide ought to follow Foab the 
eneral, and his brother Abeſſæus. 
{44+ lay in the road, the whole multitude 
flocked (5) about it; as is cuſtomary with 
them on ſuch occaſions, when ſtanding round 
it, they expreſſed a great aſtoniſhment. The 
man left to watch it took it from thence, 
and carried it to a place at ſome diſtance from 
the road; where he laid it down, and covered 
it with his clothes. After which, all the peo- 
ple followed Joab in his purſuit after Sobeus 
through the whole land of 1/rae/; who in his 
march received intelligence from a certain 
perſon, that Sobzrs had retreated into a gar- 
riſon'd city, named (c) Abelmacheos, Thither 


he marched, and inveſted the city with his 


army, throwing up a trench round it, and 
giving orders to his ſoldiers to ſcale and 
batter the walls: For he was vaſtly incenſed 


CHAP. III. 


How the Hebrews were delivered from a Famine, brought upon them for ili 
Of the great Adtions done by David and his Chitfi 


Slaughter of the Gabaonites. 
againſt the Paleſtines. 


duced with a famine, which David beſeeched 
God to diſcover to him the cauſe of, and how the 
calamity might be removed. The prophets an- 


ſwered, © That God demanded juſtice for the 


* Gabaonites, whom king Saul had perfidiouſly 
© and unjuſtly put to the ſword ; having vio- 
© lated the oaths Feſ#s the general and the 
© elders had ſworn to them. 
* would undergo ſuch a puniſhment as the Ga- 
* baonizes would inflict for their murthered 


(a) Epiphanius has it thus, He ran to ſalute him. . Having muſtered but an inconſiderable 
* of Men.“ (b) Epiphanius ſeems to add ſomething to this Account of our Author; h 
The People thronged about him, and expreſſing their ſorrows for the decealed, ſtopt, 


3 thus. 


hindered Joab from his Purſuit, 
Theodoret. 


A AA A A 


had given him the command in the ar- 


As the 


OME time after this, the country was re- 


However, if he 


(ec) Abel was a City of Paleſtine, but now it was called Abele, 


Book VII 
at the citizens for not receiving him into the 


. 


There was a certain - prudent woman, who: 
ſeeing to what extremity her country was re. 
duced, got upon the wall, and called aloud 
to Joab through the army. He came towards 
her ; when ſhe began thus to ſpeak: © Gog 
ſaid ſhe, hath appointed kings and general 


o ; $ 
to expel the enemies of the 1/rae/ites out of 


their territories, and to make them lire 
peaceably one with another. Thou, not. 
withſtanding this, endeavoureſt to , ſubyere 8 
and deſtroy a city, guilty of no crime Ro 
and the metropolis of 1/7ael.” Joab here. "DI 
upon prayed God to help her, and anſwereq, Mi 
* He had no deſign of putting any one of them 1 
© to death, or of demoliſhing ſo great a city 
© as theirs was; but if they would ſurren- WR 
© der the ſon of Bochorias, who had rebel. 
© led againſt the king, he would raiſe the 
© ſiege and draw off his army.“ The wo- 
man hearing theſe words from Joab, deſired 
him to deſiſt a while from commitring any 
violence; for ſhe would go directly and throw 
to him the head of his enemy from the wall; 
this ſaid, ſhe went back to the citizens. And 
© will ye, /aid ſhe, like traitors, ſuffer your 
© wives and children to periſh for the ſake 
© of a villain whom none of you knows? 
Will ye have him for your Ling inſtead 
of David, who deſerves ſo well at your 
© hands, with one city only to reſiſt the 
* force of ſo powerful an army ?* In fine, 
ſhe cauſed the head of Sobhæus to be cut 
off, and thrown amongſt the ſoldiers of Jab. 
Alter which, the general ſounded a retreat, 
and raiſed the ſiege. Upon his arrival at 
Hieroſolyma, he was again made general of the 
whole army. Banaja was appointed captain 
of the body-guards, and the fix hundred men; 
Adoram was created tribute-gatherer ; Sobithas 
and Achilaus, recorders ; $u/ac ſcribe ; and 
Sadoe and Abiathar high-prieſts. | 


La) 


* . 


© citizens, the Almighty promiſed to reconcil 
© himſelf to him, and avert the calamity: 
When he had underſtood from the prophets that 
God requir'd this, he ſent for the Cabaonites aui py 
asked them, what ſatisfaction would conte pe 
them. Upon this, they demanded ſeven on Rn 
the offspring of Saul, to be delivered up 
puniſhment to them. The king upon 
ſought them, and gave them up to him, 0 Bs 


iy ſparing and reſerving Memphiboſtis, 1 1 
on of Jonathan. When the Gabaoniies w Ie 


« 


m within their power, they inflicted 
. t they thought fit upon them; We 
ſent down rain to nouriſh the earth the group 
was no longer parch'd ; and the country e 
Hebrews, being 1 d with the rain, flou- 
5 rew fruittul. 5 
3 alter this he waged war with the 
Paleſtines, and put them to flight; but hap- 
ening to purſue them too eagerly, he got 
into à ſolitary place, and being weary with 
the battle, he was ſeen by one of the enemy, 
named Amon, the ſon of Araphus, a deſcen- 
dant of the giants, who had a ſpear, the handle 
of which weighed three hundred ſhekels. Be- 
Gdes he wore a vaſt breaſt plate and a ſword 
by his ſide. He turned himſelf about, and 
ruſhed with fury upon David, with a reſolu- 
tion to kill him. When the king was very 
much fatigued with the engagement, Abeſſcus, 
the brother of Foab, ſhewing himſelf on a ſud- 
den came to his reſcue, at the ſame time pro- 
tecting him and killing his adverſary. The mul- 
titude took it ill that the king had thrown him- 
ſelf into ſo imminent a danger, and the captains 
of the army bound him by an oath never from 
that time perſonally to engage in battle any 
more, left his forward courage ſhould involve 
him in the like or worſe misfortunes, by means 
of which the people would not only be de- 


they had received from him, but alſo of the 
fruits of thoſe they ſhould obtain by the pro- 
= longing of his life. 5 

1 The king having heard the Paleſtines were 


dent an army againſt them. In this expedition 
Ss Sc his ctheChettcan behav'd himſelf valiantly, 
and purchaſed great honour, being one of the 


” | braveſt men David had; for he flew many of 
SS thoſe who boaſted of being deſcended from the 


giants, and glory'd in their great ſtrength. 
ue ſucceſs of the Hebrews in this battle was 
iin a great meaſure owing to him. 

After this defeat the Paleſtiunes renewed 
the war again; upon which David ſent another 


[aging in ſingle combat with the ſtouteſt man 


the reſt to flight; beſides many fell by the 
edge of the ſword in the battle. 

A little while after this they encamped at a 
city not far diſtant from the frontiers of the 
_ ws. There was a man among them whoſe 
eighth was fix cubits. He had on both his 
et and both his hands, a larger number of 


, - ngers and toes than what nature uſnally be- 


ows on men. Jonathan the ſon of Samas, 


lich act gained him the character of having 
arributed moſt to the gaining of victory in 
engagement, and of being a valiant and 
_ ous man. This Paleſtine gloried in 
being deſcended from a race of giants. Af- 
-\ this battle the Paleſtines ceafed to commit 
more acts of hoſtility againſt the I/raclites. 
3 | N O. 17. | | | 
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= | a) Verſes 


„„ 
72/0719, x and ten Syllables, 


of the Antiquities, of the Jews: 


prived of the enjoyment of the many bleſſings 


gathered together at the city Gazara, inſtantly 


army againſt them. In this expedition Nepha- 
uus, his kinſman, ſhewed great courage, en- 


of all the Paleſtines, whom he ſlew, and put 


MF : arching out at the head of David's army, 
et him in ſingle combat, and flew him; 


mer. 
„ 

David having thus freed himſelf by ſo many 
battles from ſo many dangers, at length en- 
joyed a profound tranquillity ; in which he 
compoſed odes and hymns, of various meaſures, 
in honour of God, ſome (a) Trimeters, and 
others Pentameters. Beſides, he prepared in- 


ſtruments of muſick, to the ſound of which he 


taught the Levites to celebrate the praiſes of 
God on their ſabbaths, (as they are called) and 
on their other feſtivals. The kinds of theſe 
muſical inſtruments were theſe, a ten-ſtrinpg'd 


harp, which was touched with a quill ; a pfal- 


tery of twelve cords, and played upon with 
the fingers; beſides large cymbals of braſs. 
Thus much is ſufficient to ſay of the nature of 
theſe inſtruments, that we may not be wholly 
ignorant of them. . | | 
| Thoſe about the perſon of the king were 
men of approved courage. Of theſe there 
were eight and thirty, the moſt illuſtrious and 
famous for their military ſervices. But we 
ſhall only take notice of the actions of five 
of them, by which we may form a tolerable 
idea of thoſe of the others. Theſe heroes 
(ſo remarkable were they for ſtrength' of body 
and undaunted reſolution of mind) ſeemed 
formed to conquer and to enſlaye mankind to 
themſelves. The firſt of them was Iſemus, 


the ſon of Achimeus, who throwing himſelf ſe- 


veral times into the ranks of the enemy, never 
quitted the fight till he had laid nine hundred 


dead upon the ſpot. Next to him was Eleazar, 


the ſon of Dodeias, who was with David at 
Araſamum. This chief, when the I1/raelites 
were ſtruck with a panic at the multitude of 
the Paleſtines, and fled before them, alone 
maintained his ground, and encountering the 
enemy, made ſuch a terrible {laughter of them, 
that his ſword was in a manner glewed to his 
right hand with their blood. "lhe Iſraelites, 
when they perceived the Paleſtines turn their 


backs, deſcended from the mountains, chaced 


them, and obtained a victory as wonderful as 
it is famous. Eleagar ſcattering death where'er 
he went, while the multitude followed behind 


him and ſtript the ſlain. The third was the ſon 


of Ilus, named Sebas. This chief, in a certain 


engagement with the Faleſtines, at a place call'd 


$1agon, or the Jau-bone, where they had ranged 


their army in ſuch an order as ſtruck terror 
again into the Iſraelites, and made them give 
way, maintained his poſt as if himſelf had been 


an army, making great havock among ſome, 
while others, unable to ſuſtain the force of his 
conquering arm, fled before him. Now theſe 


three performed the actions above-mentioned, 


with the force of their own hands, and in the 
open field of battle. e 

At the time when the king was at Hieroſo- 
ma, an army of the Paleſtines marched un- 
expectedly to engage him. Upon this he vent 
up to the tower before- mentioned, and enqui- 
red of God the fortune of the war. The ene- 
my had incamped themſelves in the valley, 
which almoſt reaches to the city (b) Bethle-ein, 
being diſtant from Hiero/olyma about twent 
turlongs. David, as he was on the tower, ſaid 


XX 6 _ 


: (b) Bethlehem was farther diſtant, viz. 6 Roman Miles from 
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174 
to his companions, © We have pleaſant water 
© in my country, eſpecially that in the well 
© next the gate. Oh that I had ſome of it 
© to quench my thirſt! At what price would 
I not buy it? He ſaid this, not in the leaſt 
ſuſpecting that any of them was bold enough 
to go and bring him ſome of it to drink. But the 
three men hearing theſe words immediately ran, 
and paſſing through the midſt of the enemies 
army gat to Bethle-em, where having drawn 
ſome water they returned back again through 
the camp to the king. The (a) Pale, though 
they delpiſed their ſmall number, yer being ter- 
rify'd at their boldneſs and intrepidity, let 
them go unmoleſted, and without offering them 
any violence. When the water was brought to 
the king he would not drink it; for (5) ſaying 


it was procured him with the danger and blood 


of men, he would not on that account ſuffer 
himſelf to drink it ; but making an oblation of 
it to God, he gaye him thanks for the ſafety 
of the men. The next in renown to theſe 
Vorthies was Abeſſæus, the brother of Joab, 
who in one day flew fix hundred of the enemy. 
The fifth was Banaias, of a prieſt's family, 
who being challenged by two brothers, famous 


CHAP. XII, 


Of the Puniſhment the People ſuffered, upon David's numbering them; and hom the 
Divine Mercy pus 4 Stop to it. 


IN G David, deſiring to know how many 
. thouſands of the people there were, for- 
getting the commands of Moyſes, who had 
foretold, that upon numbring the people, for 
every head of them, an halt ſicle ſhould be 
offered to God, ordered Foab to make a cal- 
culation of rhe number of people in the na- 


tion. He ſaying there was no neceſſity to do 


It, the king could not be diſſuaded, but eom- 


manded him to go without the leaſt delay, and 
Foab upon this took 


number the Hebrews, 
with him the chiefs of the tribes and the ſcribes, 
and having ſurveyed the country of the 1/7ae- 
lites, and made a calculation of the people, 
returned to Hiero/olyma to the king, after a 
ſtay of nine months and twenty days, to whom 
he gave an account of the number of the peo- 
ple, except of the tribe of Benjamin, which, 
and the tribe of the Levites, he ſaid, he had 


not numbered, But the king (c) repented of 


his offence againſt God. The number of the 
other I/rae/ites included nine hundred thouſand 
men able to bear arms: The tribe of Judah, 
as diſtin& and ſeparate from the reſt, forty 
thouſand. 

The prophets acquainting David, that God 
was angry with him, he began humbly to 


(a) So that the Paleſtines, being Jurprized at their Boldneſs and great Ccutage, refuſed to fight them; {ay 3 
The Barbarians being aſtoniſhed at ſo muc k 


Fpiph. Galenias turns it thus: 
they were fo tew, ſeem to deſpiſe them. 


me, O Lord, that I ſhould do this: Is not this the Blood 
(e) Fpiphanius has either more Words in his Book, or what is j 
e turns this Paſſage thus: + David repented he had numbered the Fe 


Lives?“ 
he has added ſome of his own, 
in that he had offended God. 


FL AVIUS Jos EPHUS 


beſeech him, he would be merciful to him, and 


Book VII. 
in the land of the Aoabites, by his own ſtrengy, - 
and courage killed them. At another time 3 
man of Zgyptian extraction, of monſtrous big. 
neſs, and cover d all over in armour, challenged 
him; but he, notwithſtanding he was naked 
and defenceleſs, went, wreſted his ſword from 
him and flew him with it; for having forced 
the weapon out of his hands, he ſtript him 
yet alive, and fighting with him. After theſe 
great actions the following at leaſt deſerves a 
place, which, if we conſider the remarkable 
boldneſs it gives us an inſtance of, may be ac- 
counted equal, if not ſuperior to all the reſt. 
God ſending upon the earth a deep ſnow, it 
happened a lion fell into a pit, the mouth of 
which being very narrow, the ſnow in a man. 
ner covered him; and ſeeing no way to eſcape 
or preſerve himſelf, he ſet up a horrid roaring 
Banaias hearing the noiſe he made, (for he was 
travelling that way at that time) went to the 
place from whence it iſſued, and immediate] 
deſcending into the pit, ſtruck him with 2 
club he bore in his hand, by the force of which 
he killed him. The other thirty-three were 
ors endowed with the ſame valiant and hetoic 
ouls. ' | 


pardon his offence. God upon this, ſent C 
to him, with an offer of three things, one of 
which he was to chuſe, as he liked beſt : Ei- 
ther a famine inflicted on his-country for ſeven MN 
years; or to ſuffer that his enemies ſhould 
gain a continued courſe of victories for three 
months ; or that a peſtilence ſhould rage amon 
the Hebrews for three days. The choice of 6 
great evils exceedingly perplexed and confound- 
ed him. The prophet told him he muſt neceſſs- 
rily do it, and bid him quickly determine, that 
he. might give his anſwer to God. The king te- 
flected within himſelf, if he asked for the fa- 
mine, he ſhould be thought to have done it for 
others; as having no occaſion to fear any 
thing from it himſelf, being well ftored with 
proviſions ; or if he choſe a courſe of unſic- 
ceſsful battles for three months, he would 
likewiſe be thought to have conſulted private 
intereft in it; as having nothing to apprehend 
on that ſcore, being provided with men of col- 
rage at hand, and having many ſtrong holds fl 
his defence. Wherefore, he fixed on a peli- 
lence, as a calamity common to kings and ther 
ſubjects; and which rages and ſtrikes tem By 
on all without diſtinction: Saying, * He 5 1 
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eſolution, durſt not, that 
. The Sacred Writings lay, « Be it far 
0 


the Men that went in Feopardy i 1 


„ * DIY 
SONS, 


unuſual wit 
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c J Ct. 
1 having heard this, acquainted 
God therewith; upon which he ſent among the 
Hebrews a peſtilential diſeaſe, which .raged 
with as unaccountable a variety, as 1t did 
with an irreſiſtable fury. The _ calamity 
was indeed one and the ſame ; but it ſnatch- 
ed the people away after A thouſand different 
ways. One died upon the neck of another, 
and an hidden pain ſeizing them inwardly 
brought ſudden death with ir. Others imme- 
diately gave up the ghoſt- with cruel torcures. 
Some pined away with their diſtemper, and 
ſcarce left a carcaſe to be buried; being worn 
by their diſeaſes to mere ſhadows, Others 
4 again died with a ſudden dimneſs in their eyes, 
while ſome, in the act of burying their friends, 
died before the funeral rites were performed. 
There periſhed by this peſtilence which began 
to rage in the morning, and continued till din- 
ner- time, ſeven thouſand perſons. The angel 
ſtretched his hand over Hieroſolhma, ſending 
thither the calamity. Hereupon the king put 


= on ſackcloth, and laid himſelf down upon the 


ground, beſeeching and intreating God he 


renting himſelf with thoſe already deſtroyed, 
be appeaſed. He lifted up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and beholding the angel moving aloft to- 
wards Hiero/olyma, addreſſing himſelf to God, 
he ſaid, © That he being the ſhepherd, alone 
« deſerved puniſhment ; but the flocks, no- 
* ways guilty, ought to be preſerved.* After 
which, he prayed his wrath might be extend- 
FN upon him and all his family, but the people 
8 ared. 

5 4 God hearkened to his prayer, and ſtopped 
dhe peſtilence ; and ſending the prophet Gad 
to him, he commanded him to go up quick- 
ly to the threſhing floor of Oronnas, the 
Febuſite, where, having raiſed an altar, he 
ſhould perform ſacrifice thereon. David hear- 


07 | Ln | HO 

"th | AFTER this prophecy the king commands 
- RB. an account to be taken of the foreigners ; 
ud and there were found one hundred and elghty 


; ; {thouſand perſons. Of theſe he appointed eighty 


en © oufand to be hewers of ſtone; and the reſt 
col- d be labourers. Beſides, he ſet over the 
s ot vorkmen three thouſand five hundred overſeers. 
ell. ly He had got together a great deal of iron and 
theit e braſs for the work, and a large quantity of 
ten e redar wood, which the Tyrians and Sidonians 


| 3 ad ſent him; from whom he had asked ſuch 


hoſe preparations then, 
on, who was to 
WP aterials for building 


that he might leave to 
relgn cava ny, 1 1 
the tem e, that he, be- 
© Pa reaſon of his tender BE. unexperienced 
* tlungs, might not be at any trouble in 

3 %H ying himſelf with them ; but having every 
_ > cpared he might finiſh the work with 
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lore eaſe, 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


« rather fall into the hands of God than thoſe - 


would *now lay aſide his anger; and, con- 


ES lupply. He acquainted his friends he made 


ſa a „ AA 


ing this, made no delay, but immediately 
went to the place directed: Oronnas was 


threſhing his corn; but when he ſaw the 


king, and all his ſons, coming towards him, 
he ran and did him reyerence ; he was a 

ebuſgte by nation, and a great friend of 
Daus ; who, in ſacking the city, offer'd 
no manner of injury to him, This we have 
intimated a little before. Oronnas asked why 
his Lord came to his ſeryant, He anſwer- 
ed, To buy of him his threſhing-floor, that, 


© 'he 2 build an altar on it to God, and 


© offer ſacrifice to him.“ Upon this, he told 
him his threſhing-floor, plows and oxen, were 
at his ſervice for that purpoſe, and that he 
would with pleaſure implore of God the ac- 
ceptance of his ſacrifice. The king ſaid, © He 
« was pleaſed with his candour and greatneſs 
c of mind, and promiſed, that it ſhould not 
* gounrewarded, bidding him take a mode- 
© rate price for all thoſe things; for it was 
© not juſt he ſhould perform a ſacrifice that 
© coſt him nothing. Oronnas ſaying, * He 
© would do any thing as he pleaſed :* He pur- 
chaſed the threſhing-floor of him for fifty ſicles, 
and having raiſed an altar, he offered ſacrifice, 
and burnt-ofterings, and peace-offerings upon 
it. The Divinity was appeaſed with theſe, 
and became metciful again. This was the 
very place where Abraham brought his ſon 
Iſaac to ſacrifice him, but, on his going to 
ſlay him, 4 ram ſuddenly appeared ſtanding 
by the altar, which he took and ſacrificed in- 
ſtead of his ſon; as we have remarked before. 
David perceiving God had liſten'd to his vow, 
and that his ſacrifice was kindly received, re- 
ſolved to call the whole place the a/tar of the 

zople, and to build a temple there to God. 
his he did agreeable to what was foretold 
to him. For God ſent his prophet to him, 
ſaying, That a temple ſhould be built in 
© that place by his ſon, who was to ſucceed 
© 1n the kingdom. 


3 | Of David's great Preparations for the Houſe of God; and how, Adonias endeavours 
_ ing to reign, he declared Solomon King. e547 


A while after this he called his ſon Solomon 
to him, whom he commanded, upon his ob- 
taining the kingdom, to build a temple to God, 
ſaying, © That it. was his deſire to have done 
* ſo, but God had forbid him, being polluted 


_ © with blood and war; yet he had foretold, that 


© his youngeſt ſon (who ſhould be called Solo- 
mon) ſhould build a temple to him, and have 
© the ſame care extended over him as had 
© been. promiſed to his father. Beſides, that 
* the country of the Hebrews under him ſhould 
* enjoy an happy ftate, and be bleſſed with 
many good things ; but, what was the chief 
of all, a perfect reſt, not only from all fo- 
reign wars, but alſo all home-bred ſeditions. 
Do you therefore, ſince God, before 

were born, deſign'd you to be king, endea- 
vour to behave . in all things worthy 
of his providence, by ſtrictly obſerving piety, 
Juſtice, and fortitude ; keep his command- 
© ments 
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ments and laws, as Moyſes has taught us, 
and ſuffer not others to tranſgreſs them. The 
temple, he is pleaſed you ſnall build in your 
reign, by all means dedicate to his name, 
and never be dejected at the greatneſs of the 
undertaking, for I will cauſe all _ to 
be in readineſs for you before I die. Know 
then I have already laid up ten thouſand ta- 
lents of gold, and one hundred thouſand of 
ſilver ; but of braſs and iron a quantity not 
to be numbered; and of wood and ſtone an 
immenſe ſtore. Yon have alſo many thou- 
ſands of maſons and carpenters, whom you 
will eaſily ſupply with all neceſſaries. Af- 
ter the finiſhing of the temple you will be 
© acceptable to God, and have him for your 
© patron and protector. After this he ex- 
horted the chiefs of the people, to aſſiſt his 
ſon in carrying on the building, and being now 
under perte&t ſecurity, attend the worſhip of 
God; in exchange of which they would re- 
ceive the fruits of peace, and an happy admi- 
niſtration, with which God rewarded holy 
and juſt men. When the temple ſhould be 
built, he ordered the ark to be placed within 
it, and the facred veſſels ; for the reception 
of which they ought to have built a temple 
long ago; it their foretarhers had not neg- 
lected the commands of God, who. ordered a 
temple to be built to him, as ſoon as they 
ot poſſeſſion of that country. Theſe things 
awd ſpoke to the princes of the people, 
and his ſon. 

Growing now in years, and his body through 
age being quite exhauſted; he became ſo 
very cold, that the thickeſt clothes could 
not keep him warm. His phyſicians here- 

upon met, and adviſed, that a beautiful vir- 
gin ſhould be ſought for throughout all the 
country, who would lie with the king: For 
the careſſes of the young woman, would be 
a relief to his coldneſs. And accordingly a 
woman, exceeding all others of that age for 
beauty, was found in the city, her name was 
Abeſace ; and her buſineſs was only to lie with 
the king, and keep him warm ; for his age had 
made him unfit for love embraces, or the know- 
ledge of woman. But of this virgin we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſay more hereafter. 

The fourth ſon of David, a youth of fin- 
gular beauty, and graceful ſtature, born to 
him of his wife #29/fha, much reſembling Abe- 
falom in his ambitious temper, and called Ado- 


K AA M K AA 4A A A A A a aA A 


nias, had a great longing for the crown; 


upon which he made intereſt among his friends, 
to confer the adminiſtration of the government 
upon him, He procured many chariots and 
horſes, and ve hundred men, who ran before 
him. His father faw theſe things, without 
either reprimanding or obſtructing him; or 
fo much as asking him what he deſigned by 
all theſe grand preparations. His accomplices 
wete Joab the general, and Abiathar the high- 
prieſt, Sadoc the high-prieſt, and Nathan the 
prophet ; and Benaias captain of the body- 
guards, and Semeis David's friend, and a 


band of ſelect ſoldiers, were the perſons who 


oppoſed the deſigns of Adonias. Having pre- 
pared an entertainment near the fountain, 
which is in the King's garden, he invited to 


had poſſeſt himſelf of the government.“ The 


nias had prepared an entertainment; after which 


king, and inveſted him in the government, for 
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it all his brothers except SHlomon Beſidee 
he took with him Foab bh general and 4 
thar the high-prieſt, and the princes of the 
tribe of Judah. Bur he gave no invitation to 
Sadoc the high-prieſt, or Nathan the prophet 
or Benajas captain of the body- guards, or 
any others of the oppoſite party. Nathan the 
prophet went to Beeth/ebe, the mother of $,. 
lomon, and acquainted her with the affair, that 
Adonias had made himſelf king, without Da. 
vid's knowledge ; he adviſed her to take care 
of her own and ſon's ſafety, and go by her. 
ſelf to David, and put him in mind; How 
© he had ſworn Solomon ſhould ſucceed him in 
* the kingdom; but in the interim Adonis 
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propher told her, he would ſtep in while ſhe 
was diſcourſing the king upon the matter, and 
confirm her words; Beeth/ebe followed Nj. 
than*s direction, and went to the king: Af. 
ter ſhe had done him reverence and petitioned 
for leave to ſpeak, ſhe communicated to hin 
all as the prophet had adviſed her; that 4. 


the diſcovered the perſons who were Invited, 
to wit, Foab the general, and Abiathar the 
high-prieſt, and all the king's ſons (except 
Solomon and his friends ;) ſhe told him all 
the people were in ſuſpence whom he deſigned 
to declare king, and therefore exhorted him 
to conſider it well, if Adonias became king © 
after his deceaſe, he would put to death her and lf 
her ſon Solomon. | _ N 
While the woman was yet talking wich the 
king, the lords of the bed-chamber told hin 
Nathan deſired to ſee him. The king order- Wl 
ing them to introduce him; he came in, aud 
asked, if that day he had declared Adonis 
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he had made a ſplendid entertainment to which 
he had invited all his ſons (except Solomon,) 
and foab the general, who were be with 
a great deal of mirth, and withing him an end- 
leſs empire. However, (/aid he) he neither 
gave any invitation to me, or to Sadoc the 
high-prieft, or to Benaias captain of the body- 
uards. It would be bur juſtice to let it be 

nown, whether theſe things are -done- with 
your conſent, When Nathan had done thus 
ſpeaking, the king commanded Beet hiſele to be 
called to him: For ſhe had gone out of the 
bed-chamber, at the prophet's coming in. When 
ſhe approached, I ſwear to you, /aid be, 0! 
© the great God, Solomon your ſon ſhall be 
© king, as I have before ſworn ; and fit up" 
© my throne, and that this ſhall come to pals 
© this very day.” The woman upon this d 
him reverence, and wiſhed him a long li: 
After which, ſhe ſent for Sadoc the ligt 
prieſt, and Banaias the captain of the bod! 
guards; when they were come, he order 
them to take Nathan the prophet, and 4 
the ſoldiers about the palace with then 
and ſet his ſon Solomon upon the king's muß 
and carry him out of the city, to the foun® 
call'd Gin, where, anointing him with the 
cred oil, they ſhould proclaim him King. © 
commanded Sadoc the high-prieſt, and A 
than the prophet, to perform this folemw!) 


2 | 0 hi 
and en joined them, as they accompanies : 
. wats, * 9 
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1 of Samblicus. f 
Books of the Autiquities b 
_ Oficc by Lots, ceaſed after it. But Foſepbus has 


YA the Jewiſh Wars, and after them theſe Books ; 
of the Prieſts, int 


fat this Day, after a Series of fo 


what Claſs or 
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Book VII. the. Anti 
zueh the midſt of the city to "ſound their 
— and cry aloud, May king Solomon it 
upon the royal throne for ever, That the whole 
ple might know he was conſtituted King 
y his father. He gave Solomon this leſſon about 
the government, to rule religiouſſy and juſtly 
over the whole nation of the Hebrews, and the 
tribe of Judah. Benaias having wiſhed God's 
mercy upon Solomon, they immediately mount- 
ed him upon the mule, and carried him to the 


tain without the city, where they anointed 
him with oil, after which they returned back 
into the city, and wiſhing him a long reign, they 
carried him into the king's palace, and ſeated 
him upon the throne. The whole people a 
while after turned themſelves to feaſting and 
celebrating the day with ſo much 3 
and muſic, that earth and air reſounde 
with the noiſe of the great number of in- 
ſtruments. | FR 
As ſoon as Adonias and the gueſts he had at 
his entertainment, heard the acclamarions, 
they were greatly diſturbed. Joab the gene- 
ral, ſaid, he neither liked the noiſe nor the 
trumpets. The proviſions of the feaſt re- 
mained untaſted, and every one ſeem'd loſt in 
thought. While they continued in this poſture, 
Jonathan the ſon of Abiathar the high-prieſt, 
ran in unto them. Adonias looked pleaſantly 
upon him, and called him a good meſſenger, 
atter which he recounted to them every thing 
that reſpected Solomon and the order of Da- 
vid. Upon this, Adonias and his gueſts aroſe 
immediately from the entertainment; and fled 
each to his home. Adonias reflecting on the 
crime he had been guilty of, was afraid of the 
king, and (a) implored pardon of God, taking 


hold of the horns of the altar: This a&tion_ 


of his was told to Solomon, and how he de- 
fired a promiſe from him, confirmed by an 
oath,: not to remember, or inflitt any pu- 
niſhment upon him for what was paſt. The 


king with much clemency and prudence grant- 


ed him a pardon ; but added, if at any time 
for the future he was found projecting new 
ſchemes, he ſhould certainly meet with a de- 


| ſerved puniſhment. After this, he ſent to fetch 


him from his place of refuge: When he was 
come and had paid his reverence, he command- 
ed him to go to his own houſe, baniſh his re- 
bellious thoughts, and behave himſelf as be- 


came his condition of life. 


David was willing his ſon ſhould be de- 


clared king of the whole nation; to which 
end he aſſembled all the princes together, with 


| No. 17. 


0 


* 
# > 


E 153 Fpiphanius ſays, He became ſuppliant before 


ing Solomon was acquainted with it. 
(c) "Axer T1: x, M. 


did not officiate in the Temple. 


e tw 


thers adminiſtred in the Temple. 


even to his Days. Reland. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews; 


For he notes from what Family himſelf was deſcended. The 


| though he he A Ages, can tell who are the Deſcendants of the ſacerdotal 


enty four Families. Now, he who underſtands the Age of 
"Sa, may find out who were of the Family of the Prieſts A e wha Seal 


If Foſephyus knew thus much, and bl - 
Family himſelf was decen 0d, which no Perſo ch, and was able to acquaint us fü 


with a great deal of Juſtice, ſays, 


; that the \ bat 
remained h KREECAT 26, OT Diſtribution 0 


the ptieſts and Bevites to Hioroſolyma: He firſt 
of all numbeted them, and found thirty eight 
thouſand pet ſons from thirty to () fifty years 
of age; dur of theſe, he. appointed twein 
three thouſand to attend the building of the 
remple : Six thouſand judges of the people 
and their ſcribes, four thouſand porters be- 
lenging to the houſe of God, and tas. many 


choiriſters to celebrate divine ſervice on 'the 


inſtruments of muſic David had prepared, 
which we have a little above mentioned. He 
divided them according to their families, and 
ſeparated the prieſts from the reſt of the tribe, 
of whom he found twenty four families; ſix- 
teen deſcended from the houſe of Eleazar, 


and eight from that of Ithamar. He appointed, 
that each family ſhould attend the fervice of 
the temple for eight days, that is, from ſab- 


bath to ſabbath : Thus were the lots of all 


the tribes caſt in the preſence of David, Sa- 


doc and Abiathar the high-prieſts, and of all 
the princes. That family whoſe lot came out 
firſt, was wrote down firſt ; and in like man- 
ner the ſecond, to the twenty fourth; this 
way of diviſion remains (c) even to this day. 
He ſeparated alſo the tribe of Levi, into 
twenty four claſſes or parts, which determi- 
ned by lot their turns of officiating for eight 
days, as the prieſts did. But he conferred 


the greateſt honour upon the poſterity of Moyſes, 


whom he conſtituted the keepers of the trea- 
ſures of God, and the donations of kings; laſt- 
ly, he ordain'd all the Levites and prieſts to at- 
tend the ſervice of God day and night, accord- 
ing to the preſcription of Mess. 
After this, he diſtributed the whole army 
into twelve diviſions, with their captains; cen- 
turions and tribunes. Each diviſion conſiſted 
of twenty four thouſand men, who were in their 
turns commanded to guard king Soo mon thirty 
days together, with their centurions and tri- 
bunes; he placed over them officers, whom he 
knew to be men of integrity and juſtice; he ap- 


pointed overſeers of the treaſury, of villages, 


unneceſſary to mention hermeeeadG. 

When he had put matters into this poſture 
he called an aſſembly of the Hebrem magi- 
ſtrates, the princes of the tribes, the officers 
of each company, and thoſe: who had under 
their care the adminiſtration of the king 

affairs, or inſpection of. his revenues; when 
getting upon an high place, he harangued the 
people thus: Brothers and countrymen; 1 


fields and herds, the names of whom we think 


am * ſhould know, how ardent my 
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God; and while he held the Horns of the "Altar, 


(ird ies wer,]. are inſerted from the Edition 
| 5291.) From theſe Words, fome gather 
efore the Deſtruction of the Temple, becauſe the Met 


oſepbus wrote theſe 


Joſephus, although they 
ine, 
; when they lived, and who, and whoſe Fa- 


n we ſuppoſe will object againft, he certain! 
the Prieſts into twenty four Families, 


oy 


od of fixing the High- prieſt's 
another Paſſage, in which it appears he firſt, wrote 
at and it is very certain (AE,: or the diſtribution 
o twenty four Families, was in Uſe in the Life-time of 
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| © deſires. is of bavi | a temple built, to Godi; 
for which purpoſe. I have laid up great 
9 ſtores of gold, and ten thouſand talents of 
<filyer. But God, by Nathan his*, prophet, 
© has forbidden my deſign. on account of 
my many wars for you, and my hands be- 
e ing imbtued in the laughter of your ene- 
mies. However, my. ſon, the ſucceſſor to 
my kingdom, is appointed to raiſe a tem- 
© ple g him. Now, ſince yqu know our fore- 
© tather Facob had twelve ſons, and that Ju- 
© dah:was appointed king over them, and how 
1 myſelf, having ſix brothers, was, not- 
« withſtanding preferred to them, and re- 
cceived the kingdom at the hands of God, 
without any . M-will of theirs: 1 there- 
fore intreat my ſons, not to be concerned 
< in any rebellion againſt Solcman, who now 
© hath received the government; but to be- 
© lieve God choſen him to be king, and on 
£ that account with pleaſure yield obedience 
© to his authority. If God had been pleaſed 
© a ſtranger ſhould have enjoyed the chief 
5 command, every one ought chearfully ro 
© have. owned their allegiance to him. Bur 
* now. a brother has roſe to ſo high a pinnacle 


£ of | honour, how much reaſon have they 


© to rejoice at his good fortune, who in a 
great meaſure are. partakers of it. My 
* agar is, that the promiſes God has vouch- 
< {ated to make, may have the deſired effect, 
and that the peaceful adminiſtration under 
© the reign of Solomon my ſon, may ſhed its 
* happy. influence over the whole land, and re- 
* main for ever. Theſe bleſſings, my ſon, 
#* (concluded David,) will be confirm*d to you, 
< and made lafting joys, if you ſhow your 
„ felf holy, juſt, and a preſerver of your 
* country's laws. But if you run counter to 
© them, every thing will meet with ill ſuc- 
£ ceſs.” . 
Alter David had made an end of this ſpeech, 
delivered to Solomon, in the fight of all 
the people, a plan and directions for building 
the temple; he ſhowed him the foundation, and 
ſuperſtructure with: their rooms; how many 
there were to be in number, their dimenſions, 
how many veſſels of gold and ſilver, and their 
weight; after which; he exhorted him to un- 
dertake the building with the utmoſt chear- 


ſulneſs; and defired the princes of the tribe 


of Lexi to affiſt the weakneſs of his age, 
ſince God had made choice of him, not only 
to be the inſtrument of building the temple, 
but to exerciſe. the ſovereign authority. Be- 
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ſides, he ſhewed them how eaſy it was to car 
ry on the work. As he had already provided 
many talents af gold, but more of ſilver. 
reat ſtores of wood; a vaſt number of Care 
penters and maſons; and emeralds, and all 
other kinds of precious ſtones. --He told them 
he had ſaved two hundred talents of gold out 
of his own revenues, and three thouſand more 
of pure gold to adorn the Aayt or Hoh. 
place, and the (a) chariot of God, to wit, the 
Cherubim, which with wings expanded were 
to cover the ark. As ſoon as David had done 
ſpeaking, the princes, prieſts, and the tribe of 
the Levites, ſhewed great chearfulneſs to pro- 
mote the undertaking, and added to it h 
their liberality. They promiſed to ſuppl 
ten thouſand talents of gold, ten thouſin) 
ſhekels, ten thouſand — of ſilver, and 
many myriads of talents of iron. If any perſon 
had in his poſſeſſion a precious ſtone, he brought 
it to David to be put into the treaſury; the 
care of which was intruſted to Falas, the 
(%) nephew of Moy/es. - ' 
The whole multitude were extremely pleaſe 
ed, but above the reſt, David, when he ſaw 
the earneſt deſire and readineſs of the princes, 
prieſts, and the reſt of the people to forward 


the work, he raiſed his voice aloud, and be- 


gan to praiſe God, calling him the father and 


creator of the univerſe; the maker of all 


things, both divine and human, the pre- 
ſerver of the Hebrew nation, and the foun- 
rain of that happy and peaceful government 
they received trom him. This done, he wiſh- 
ed happineſs to all the people ; and a ſound 
and upright conſcience, ſtrengthened with yir- 
tue to his ſon, and laſtly commanded the peo- 
ple to offer up their praiſes to God. Upon 
this, they fell upon the ground and wor- 
ſhipped; at the ſame time returning David 
their thanks for all the good things they had 
enjoyed under his government. The day fol- 
lowing they brought ſacrifices to God ; a thou- 
ſand calves, as many rams, and a thouſand 
lambs, for a burnt-offering; they alſo offered 
peace- offerings, and flew many thouſands of 
other victims; the king and the whole people 
dedicated all the day to feaſting. They anoint- 
ed Solomon again with oil, and declared hin 
king. Sadoc was conſtituted high-prieſt of all 
the people; they conducted Solomon into the 
palace, and placed him upon his father's throne; 
from that day beginning to pay him their due 
obedience. 43.35 Bas BL 
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(a) Ach Og. 2 Sam, c. xxii. v. 11. And be rode upon a Cherub, and did fly, and be war ſeen upon the 


Wings of the Wind. 80 P/al. xviii. 11. He rode 


the Wind. (2) . We have rendered this Word 
off Herodian. Galenius Calls him one of the Race of Moyſes. 


_ 


upon a Cherub and did fly, yea be did fly upon the Wings of 


Nephew, agreeable to Politianus, in the 5th Book 


5 
4 1 


Book VI. 
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Vuiluing the emple. 


elo after this David, through age, 
pr very weak, and perceiving the 
hour of, his death to draw an apace, 5 
ſon Hohen, to whom he cus ſpoke : * My 
© ſon, I am now upon the brink of fate, and 
« ready to depart to reſt with my fathers. 


I am juſt upon going. al journey common to 


c all, who now * or hereafter 125 57 ; 82 
© which no traveller returns to KNOW how at- 
fairs ſtand in this le. Whereforez. While I 
am yet among the living, let me put you in 
© mind again of thoſe things 1 have before 
« ſaid to you; that you exerciſe your autho- 
© rity with juſtice over your ſubjects, humbly 
obey Ged, who hath beſtowed the govern- 
ment upon you, and carefully obſerve his 
commandments and laws, which he has-tranſ- 
mitted to you from Mopſes. Be watchful 
that you are not induced to deviate in the 
leaſt from them, either by the flatteries of 
others, your own corrupt deſires, or by any 
paſſion; for when ever you leave them, God, 
his providence and protection will deſert you; 
but if you behave yourſelf towards him as 
you ought, to do, and as 1 wiſh you; then 
you will confirm the kingdom to your poſte- 
rity, and no other houſe but ours will ſway 
the ſceptre of the Hebrews, but it will be 
continued to you and yours for ever. Re- 
member the crimes of % rhe general, who 
through jealouſy put to death two juſt and 
faithful generals, to wit, Abener the ſon of 
Ner, and Ameſſa.the ſon of J7ethrau; puniſh 
him for their deaths as you ſhall think fir; 
for being more powerful and popular than me, 
he has hitherto eſcaped the threats of ju- 
ſtice. T recommend to you the ſons of Ber- 
zeleus, the 'Galaagite, whom, for my fake, 
Tintreat you to take cate of, and confer your 
friendly offices upon them. Ih this you will 
but return an obligation, and requite them 
for the great ſervices their father did me in 
my baniſhment': Laſtly, there is Semei the 
ſon of Geras, a Benjamite, who in my flight 
s the tents threw many curſes at me; but 
=—_ © afterwards meeting me at Jordan, he obtain'd 
_ © iny word net to puniſh him then: Let him 
wbt eſespe Juſtice, when you find a juſt occa- 
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ion to exerciſe it upon him.“ 
_ When he had given his fon theſe commands 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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whoſe crimes he deſir d ſhould be puniſhed, he 
gave up the ghoſt, after he had lived ſeventy 


f. Jada in Che- 
| des 4nd i Harke, nnd ye the 
whole land at Flrerefffma thirty and three 
years. He was a perſon of exceeding good- 
nefs, and had all the virtues in him requiſite 
for the forming of a great king, and for the 
preſervation of ſo many nations as were com- 
mitted. to his care. None exceeded him in 
perſonal courage; for in the expeditions he 
made for his ſubjects he always was the firſt to 
meet danger, and always by his own example 
took care to excite his ſoldiers to great 
actions, not like a tyrant, to drive ſlaves to 
their duty. He had an excellent genius in 
forming deſigns, and making the beſt advantages 
of things: Add to theſe, he was temperate, 
meek, bountiful to thoſe in adverſity, juſt and 
humane: Theſe were all princely vittues. He 
never ftained the greatneſs of his authority, 
except in the caſe of Uriah's wife. He left 
fo vaſt a treaſure, as no other king, either of 
= Hebrews or any other nation, could boaſt 
x Ie: ; | X 

He was buty*d by his ſon Solomon in Hiero- 
ſolyma, with great magnificence; but beſides 
the pompous rites generally perform'd at the 
funerals of kings, vaſt riches were depoſited 
with him; the great value whereof any one 
may form to himſelf an idea of, from what we 
are going to relate. When Hyrcanus the 
W oF rene; was befieg'd by Antiochus, ſurnamed 
the Pons, and the ſon of Demetrius, he was 
willing, that the ſiege might be raiſed, and the 


3 


army drawn off, to give a ſum of money; but 


having no way to raiſe it, he opened one of 
the cells belonging to David's ſepulchre, and 
took out of it three thouſand: talents of gold; 
part whereof he gave to Antioc hus, and b 

that means delivered himſelf from the ſiege; 
as we ſhall ſhow in another place. King Herod 
many ages after him open'd another cell, and 
took thence treafyres of a great value: Not- 


withſtanding this, neither of them got to the 


Place where the aſhes of the king lay; for the) 
were buried with ſo much art under 00 
that thoſe who enteted the ſepulchre could not 
find out where they were laid. But of this 
enough. ae ieee e 
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N the foregoing book we have 
treated of David, and of his 
courage; how he became the 
author of many bleſſings to his 
countrymen; of his many ſuc- 
— ceſsful wars and expeditions, and 
how, being arrived to a good old age, he died. 
Solomon his ſon was young, when he received 
the government, and was in the life-time of his 
father declared by him lord of the people, with 
the approbation of God. When he was ſeated 
upon the throne, the whole multitude, as is 
cuſtomary in the beginning of a new king's 
reign, with loud acclamations wiſhed that all 
his undertakings might ſucceed proſperouſly; 


and his government continue happy and flouriſh- 


ing to his death. 1 e 
Adonias, who, while his father was alive, 


had endeavoured to ſeize upon the govern- 


ment, went at this time to Beerhſebe the king's 
mother, and courteouſly ſaluted her: She 
asked him, if there was any thing within her 
power he came to demand, if ſo, ſhe bid 
him diſcloſe his mind to her, for ſhe would 
very willingly grant it. Upon this he be- 
gan to ſay, © That ſhe well knew the king- 
dom ought. to be his, not only on account 
of his Bn of age, but of the, good- 
© will of the people towards him; but ſince 
it was the divine pleaſure, that the go- 
£ yernment ſhould devolve to her ſon Ho- 
© Jomon, he would willingly ſubmit to him, 
© and be content under his preſent condition: 
© He intreated her to uſe her intereſt with her 
« ſon, and perſuade him to give him Arſace 
(who had only flept by his. father's ſide,) 
© in marriage; for that his father by reaſon 
c of his old age, had not lain with her, and 
« ſhe was {till a virgin.” Beeth/ebe promiſed 
ſhe would uſe all her intereſt, and endeavour 
to bring about the marriage, which, ſhe aid, 
- would ſucceed on two accounts, to wit, on 
the king's readineſs, firſt to gratify him in 
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Hor Solomon, on receiving the Kingdom, put bis Enemies to Death; 


. * 7 
* 
. . . me.” = 4 —- „ 
** * F * ; == xmas #20" mY : 
P — 
, 


his requeſt ; and next her, in her, earneſt ſol. i 
licitations to have it done. Full of hopes of il 
this marriage he left her. Beeth/ebe went di- 
rectly. to her ſon, to ſpeak with him abou Wl 
what ſhe had promiſed; Adonias; he came ou Ml 
to meet her, and embracing her, led her to 
his bedchamber, in which at that time was 2 
royal throne, whereon he Teated himſelf, and 
then commanded another to be placed on his 
right hand for his mother. As ſoon as ſhe 
was ſeated, My ſon, faid ſhe, grant me 
one requeſt I ſhall' ask of you; and do not 
« diſappoint. me by a denial.” Solomon upon 
this bid her command him, for it was juſtice 
a mother ſhould require any thing ſhe wanted; 
he reprimanded her a little for the diffidence 
the had ſhowed in asking, and her fear of be- 
ing refuſed. After this ſhe, intreated him to 
give his brother Adonias 4r/ace the virgin i 
TABS bi ooenide-g5 wana 
The king was not very well pleaſed. with 
her requeſt, and diſmiſſed her. He ſaid Adv 
nias was bent upon higher matters, and wot- 
dered he did not demand the kingdom. of hin 
as being his elder brother, ſince he asbel 
for Arſace to be given him in marriage; 
which he would ſtrengthen himſelf with po#- 
erful friends, to wit, Joab the general, and 
Abiathar the high-prièſt. Immediately aft 
this, he ſent for Benaias the captain of th. 
body-guards, and ordered him to go and kB 
his brother Adonias; then he called for Ai 
thar, to whom he ſaid, The troubles ye 
© have ſuffered in conjunction with my ſathe 
and your pious labour in carrying back 
* ark with him, reprieve you from death. 
© have however, for your following the -==_ 
© of Adonias, and entring into his delighl 
© reſolved upon this puniſhment for J 
that you leave my court, and never md 
© ſhow yourſelt in my fight, but go 1 
your country, and live upon your % 


: f , 
* eltate, and remain in that private ho 
« (de 
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© death, For it is not fit, after having com- 
$ _— ſo. heinous a crime, you ſhould any 
« longer enjoy the prieſthood, The houſe of 
Ithamar loſt the acerdotal dignity for the 
above-mentioned . cauſe, as God had foretold 
to Eli the grandfather of Abiathar, who tran- 
Nated it to the race of Phineeſes, to Sadoc. 
Thoſe of the houſe of Phineeſes, who lived 
in a (1) private condition, from the time the 
Pontificate: was transferred to the houſe of 
Ithamar, till it was taken away, (Eli being 
the firſt of that line who enjoyed it) were 
theſe ; Boccias the ſon of Joſephus the high- 
prieft ; Joathamus his fon ; Mereothus ſon of 
Joathamus; Aropheus fon ot Mereot bus 3 Ac hi- 
70b, ſon of Arophens ; and Sagce ſon of Achitob, 
who was the firſt high-prieſt, created under 
the reign of David. bf IO 

When Joab the general came to heat of the 
death of Adonias, he was exceedingly terri- 


him than to Solomon, he reaſonably ſuſpected 
a puniſhment for the ſervice and favour he 
had done him, and therefore fled to the altar 
for ſanctuary; where, reflecting on the ve- 
neration the king had for God, he ſuppoſed 
himſelf in ſafety. Holomon hearing of Foab's 
conduct by certain perſons, ſent and com- 
manded Benaias to force him from the altar, 
and bring him before the judgment ſeat to 
anſwer for what he had done. Foab told him, 
that he would by no means leave the holy 
ſanctuary, but had rather die there than in 
any other place; Benaias having told king 
Solomon what anſwer he made, he ordered him 
to cut off his head there, for his deſire was 
co have it ſo, that juſtice might be done him 
for the two generals whom he had moſt vil- 
llnainouſly murdered. But he commanded him 
to bury his body, that the remembrance of 


FO LOMO N having thus puniſhed his ene- 
mies, and eſtabliſhed his kingdom, married 
the daughter of Pharaothus, king of the Egyp- 
tians. He rebuilt the walls of Hieroſohhma, 
which he made larger and ſtronger than they 
were before, and reigned in the profoundeſt 
2 his youth not in the leaſt hindring him 
rom ſtrictly obſerving juſtice, preſerving the 
laws, and bearing in memory the commands his 
father had left him. On the contrary, he went 
| through the fatigues of publick buſineſs with ſo 
1 much prudence and diſcretion, as ſhewed he 
_ 5 mature in judgment, tho? not in years. He 
_ :-ſolved to go to (2) Chebron, and upon the 
brazen altar, which Moyſes had (3) erected 
J there, ſacrifice to God a thouſand animals as a 
_ Þcnt-oftcring; an action that procur'd him the 


| . (1) Selden intefprets it, the 


n the French Editions it is 
at Chebron. Reland. => 


17. 


Book Vill. of the Antiquities f the Jews. 


fied ; having ſhewn himſelf a greater friend to 
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his crimes. might be left to his poſterity, and 
he and his father ſeem innocent of the deatli 
of Foab, After Benaias had performed his 
orders, he was made general of the whole 
army, ahd Sadoc was conſtituted ſole high- 
prieſt in the room of Abiathar, who was re- 
moved from the pontificate. . 

After this he called Semei, and commanded 
him to build himſelf an houſe at Hieroſolyma, 
and keep himſelf cloſely within it, kr 4 not 
preſume to paſs the river Cedron ; which if he 
did, he ſhould ſufter death for it. But not 
content with this terrible threatning, he forced 
him to ſwear to the true performance of it. 


Semei told Solomon he was well ſatisfied with 


his command, and ſwore faithfully to obſerve 
it, after which he left his native country, and 
lived at Hiero/olyma. Three years after this, 


he heard that two of his ſervants had run away 


from him, and were gone to Gitta, upon which 
he purſued them. When the king came to 


know that he was returned with them, and 
that he had diſobeyed his command given 


him, and what was worſe, violated his oath 
to God ; being much incenſed at him, e ſent 
for him, and faid, Did not you ſwearito me, 


not to leave me, or to go out of this city into 


another? Your perjury ſball now be deſeruealy 
puniſhed ; beſides, I will take this apportunity 
of revenging the affronts. put upon myufatber* 


by you in his baniſhment, that you. may, know, 


villains, like you, gain nothing in eſcaping: for 
a while the puniſhment due to their . crimes, 
but rather that all the time they think they 
live ſecure, the juſt vengeance of heaven in- 
creaſes and becomes more heavy, than if they 
had undergone it at. the time their crimes were 
committed. After this, Benaias, by the com- 
mand of the king, put him to death, _ 


* 
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Of Solomon's Wife; bis Wiſdom, and Riches, and the Things Hiramus ſent. bi 
towards building the Temple. ee of 


favour of God; for that very night he appeared 
to him in a dream, and commanded him to ask 
for any thing, and he would give it him as a 
reward of his piety. Solomon asked of God 
the greateſt and moſt valuable thing, that 
which he eſteemed the moſt acceptable to the 
Almighty to beſtow, and moſt profitable for 
man to receive. It was neither gold nor ſilver, 
nor any riches, which both old and young are 
too apt to covet, and commonly conſider as 
the greateſt and beſt gifts, of all thoſe which 
the Divinity ſhowers down; But give me; 
© Lord, ſaid he, a ſound judgment and right 
© underftanding, that I may judge and govern 
* this people with juſtice and truth.“ This 
petition was ſo pleaſing to God, that he pro- 


miſed to give him all other things which he had 


y who did not enjoy the Prieſthood. (2) Gabaona according to Holy Writ. 
vrote Gibrona, Hudſon. It ſhould be written Gabaona ; for this Altar was not 
(3) The ems mention this Altar as built by Bexaleel. Relund. e 
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forget to put in his requeſt, to wit, riches, 
honour, victory over his enemies, and, above 
all, mote wiſdom and underſtanding than any 
perſon, either in a publick or private capacity, 
before him was ever bleſt with: He likewiſe 
promiſed to preſerve the kingdom in his poſte- 
rity for many ages, on condition he continued 
ſtrictly to obſerve juſtice, and obey his com- 
mands, and copied his father in thoſe virtues 
he moft excelled in. Solomon having heard 
theſe words leaped out of his bed, and wor- 
thipped him; after which he returned ro Hie- 
rofolyma, where he ſacrificed a great number 
of victims before. the tabernacle, and feaſted 
all the people. | 

About this time there was a cauſe brought 
before him, of much intricacy, the determi- 
nation of which feemed difficult, We have 
thought it proper to relate all the circum- 
ſtances of the diſpute; that thoſe, into whoſe 
hands our writings may fall, may learn from 
thence, how difficult a task it is to determine 


controverſies, and from the wiſdom of the 


king be inſtructed what judgment to give in 
ſuch a cauſe, ſhould ever any ſuch be left to 
their deciſion. 

Two women, proſtitutes, came to him. She 
who ſeemed to have received the injury, be- 
gan thus: I, O king, /aid ſbe, lodge in the 
< ſame houſe with this woman. It happened 
© both of us on the ſame day, and about the 
© ſame hour, were delivered each of a male 
© child. Three days after this ſhe overlaid her 
© ſon in her ſleep, and killed him, and then 
taking away mine ſoftly out of my arms, 
carried it away to her bed, and put her 
. dead child in its room. In the morning, 
when I wanted ro give mine. the breaſt, I 
could not find it, but ſaw her dead one 
lying by my fide. I have narrowly looked 
into this aftair, and am very ſenſible I am in 
the right. Upon this I demanded my child 
of her, but meeting with a refuſal, I fled, 
my Lord, to you to iniplore your aſſiſtance. 
As we.were alone, ſhe ſuppoſed herſelf ſe- 
cure from conviction, as there were no wit- 
neſſes of the action, and therefore obſti- 
nately perſiſts in denying the fact.“ When 
ſhe had done ſpeaking, the king asked the 


* 
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other, if ſhe had any thing to object againſt 


what was charged upon her? She denied that 


| The had done any ſuch thing, and faid, the 


living child was her's, and the dead one her 
adverſary's. Every one were confounded to 
know what judgment would be paſled upon 


fo odd a caule, and as if it had been ſome rid- 
dle, they laboured in the dark to ſolve it. At 


length the king berhought himſelf of this ex- 
pedient ; he commanded the living as well 


as the dead child to be brought to him, when. 
ſending for one of his guards, he ordered him 


to draw his ſword, and cur both the infants into 
two equal parts, that each of the women might 


(i) Fpipbanius has ſomething more than our Author: He ſays, She cried: out not to kill her _ 
(2) Epipbanius calls him Abian Aſaph, and Abian Adad. 3) Jeſepbus confounds Achinadab an. 
Acbinaas together, as appears from the Sacred Writings, which ſay, that the latter of them married Pharaoh 
Daughter. (4) This Arce is not that in Libauus, Lib. I. c. 9. Sect. 2. where Severus the Emp 

. There was another of this Name in Arabia, aſterwards called Petra. {OG 
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Book VIII 
take half of the living and half of the dead 
child ; upon this all the people laughed at the 
king, as thinking it a childiſh decree ; imme. 
diately the (1) right mother with à loud voice 
defired him not to execute it, but give her child 
to the other woman as her own, 25 ſhe ſhould 
be ſatisfied if it lived, and ſhe had the hap. 
pineſs to ſee it, although in the poſſeſſion of 
another. The other woman ſeemed ready to 
ſee the child divided, only- to torment its 
mother. The king conſidered the words of 
the firſt as real and unfeigned, decreed the 
infant to be given to her who had cried out to 
have its life ſpared (for the was the right mo- 
ther) and condemned the other of malice, who 
had firſt murdered her own, and next deſired 
to ſee the death of her friend's child, - The 
people conſidered this as a great example of 
the wiſdom and underſtanding of the king ; 
and from that day forward obeyed him as one 
bleſt with a divine wiſdom. 

The officers of his army, and the governors 
of the provinces of his kingdom were theſe, 
Cres lieutenant of the tribe of Ephraim; Dio- 
clerns of Bethle-em ; (2) Aminadab, who had 
married Solomon's daughter, had under his juriſ 
diction the country of the Dorenſes, and the 
ſea-coaſts; Benaias the ſon of Achilus ruled 
the great plain, and all the land reaching as 
far as Fordan. Gabaris governed the provinces 
of Galaad and Gaulonia, in which were ſixt 
large and well fortified cities. (3) Achinadab, 
who married Solomon's daughter, named Ba- 
ima, had under him all Galilee, as far as 
Sidon. Banacates obtained the ſea-coafts about 
(4) Arce. Saphates the hill Itubyrius, Carmel, 
and the land of Galilee, as far as the river 
Fordan. Over all theſe there was one who 
had the ſuperintendency. Semei had the tribe 
of Benjamin, and Gabares all the land lying 
on the other ſide of Jordan, under him. Over 
theſe again there was conſtituted a chief, Af- 
ter the people had applied themſelves to huſ- 
bandry and the cultivation of the earth, the 
ſtate of the Hebriws, eſpecially that of the 
tribe of Judah, received an amazing increaſe. 
For being in a profound peace, and at laſt 
diſengaged from wars abroad, and civil diſ- 
tractions at home, (add to theſe liberty, the 
choiceſt of all bleſſings, which they enjoyed in 
the greateſt perfection;) they entirely devoted 
themſelves to raiſe theic fortunes, and augment 
their domeſtic concerns. 756. 

The king had beſides theſe other governors, 
who exerciſed] juriſdiction. over the Syrians, 
and other nations, from the river Euphrates, 
to Apypt : Theſe gathered the tributes of the 
nations ſubje& to him. They furniſhed for 
the king's table and entertainment every day 
thirty meaſures of flour, ſixty of meal, ten 
fatted oxen, twenty oxen out of the paſture, 
and an hundred fatted lambs ; beſides all theſe 
he had daily deers, wild bulls, fiſhes and birds 
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Book VIII. 
braucht him from foreign nations. Solomon had 
8 number of 9 2 that there were 
forty thouſand ſtalls for the harneſs-horſes : 
Belides theſe he had twelve thouſand horſemen, 
the one half whereof remained at Hieroſolyma 
about his perſon, and the other were quarter 

up and down in the king's villages without. 


table, found alſo neceſſaries for his horſes, 
and carried them with him whitherſoever he 
went. | 


The wiſdom and underſtanding which God 
antients. The ÆAgyptians, who were eſteem- 


infinitely ſhort of him. "Thoſe Hebrews, who 
in his time were reckoned men of penetration, 
ind had purchaſed renown for their deep un- 
derſtanding, were not to be compared with 
kim ; the names of the moſt famous of them 
were Ethamus, and Hemanus, and Chalceus, 
and Dardanus, the ſons of Hemaon. Solomon 
compoſed fifteen hundred books of odes and 
poems, three thouſand of proverbs and para- 
bles, for he applied a parable to ni kind 
of tree, from the hyſſop to the cedar. In 

manner of cattle, and every living creature 
upon the earth; of fiſhes and birds ; for he 
ſearched into all their natures, philoſophized 
upon them, and diſcovered himſelf well ac- 
ee with their different properties and 


driving out devils from poſſeſſed perſons for the 
good of mankind; he invented incantations, 
by which diſeaſes were healed, and left behind 
him a method of exorciſing, whereby devils 
were ſo oftectually caſt out, as never to return 
again. This method of cure is much in vogue 
with our nation to this day. I myſelf have ſeen 
one Eleagar, a countryman of mine, diſpoſſeſ- 
fing people of devils in the preſence of Ye/- 
paſiau, his ſons, captains, and army. The 
form of performing the cure was this; he 
touched the noſtrils of the Demoniac, (or per- 
{on poſſeſt with a devil) with a ring, under 
the ſeal of which was put a piece of (1) one 
of thoſe roots which $o/0m0, had diſcovered. 
As the man was ſmelling to ir, he drew the 


, devil out of his noſtrils ; upon which the De- 
$ moniac ſuddenly fell down, and Fleazar adju- 
1 red the devil never to return into him again: 
it Repeating at the ſame time the name of Solo- 
mon, and the incantations compoſed by him. 
„% eazar after this was deſirous of perſuading 
„ dhe people about him, that he had really ſuch 
% = * power of caſting out devils. Whereupon he 
he placed a pot or baſon of water at a little di- 
for ſtance from a Demoniac, and commanded the 
ay ALevil to come out of the man, and overturn 
ico it; this he did, that the ſpectators round 
me, bim might know for a truth that the devil 
oe Had lefc the perſon. Herein the wiſdom and 
irls Enowledge of Solomon plainly diſcovered itſelf ; 


1 and for this reaſon we have been induced to 


So Ss (x) There are who ima 
3 Bara, which he wonderful 
WE {is and tranſcribed f 


Ch ap. v. 


y extols. 


Of the Antiqhitieh of the Jes. 


The lame officer, who provided for the king's 


bleſſed Solomon with, exceeded that of the 


ed to excel all others in knowledge, came 


like- 


iſpoſitions. God alſo gave him a power of 


ine it to be the Root of the Herb, 
I» (2) Theſe L 
om Eupolemys, whom Foſephys ha 


3 } wd 
AT. 
relate theſe things, that every one might be 
acquainted with his vaſt genius, and excellency 
in all manner of knowledge. 1255 
FHiramus king of the Tyrians, having heard 
that Solomon had ſucceeded to his father's king- 
dom, was extremely glad, (for David and he 
had been conſtant friends), and ſent to compli- 
ment him by his ambaſſadors, on his acceſſion 
to the throne, and congratulate him upon the 
preſent happy poſture of affairs. Solomon un 
return ſent him the following epiſtle: 


#4} 


.) Solomon to king Hiramus. 


| Know that my father was deſirous to build 
a temple to God; but at that time he was pre- 
vented in his deſign, being engaged in continual 
wars © For he never ceaſed from conqueſt till. 


he had made all his enemies his tributaries 
I give God thanks for the preſent peace I en- 
joy; and having much leiſure on my hands, I 
purpoſe to eref# an honſe to God According 
as God foretold my father that I ſhould build 
it. Wherefore my requeſt to you is, 6 | 
will ſend ſome of your people with my; 

to mount Libanus, to hew wood ; for the Sido- 
nians underſtand that buſineſs much better than 
my ſubjefts. And as for wages, whatſoever 
you ſhall think reaſonable; I will pay to the 
workmen. _ 


When Hiramus had peruſed the contents of 
this letter, he was pleaſed with the requeſt in 
it; and returned to Solomon this anſwer : OR” 


King Hiramus to king Solomon. 


Thanks to God that he has given his fa- 

ther's crown to you; a wiſe and virtuous prince. 
I am extremely pleaſed with it ; and will' ſup- 
ply hon with every thing you deſire in your letter. 
I will order the faireſt and talleſt cedar and cy- 
preſs trees to be cut down, and carried by m 
ſervants to the ſea-ſide; whom I will further 
command to prepare a veſſel, and ſail with tbem 
to whatſoever port in your kingdom you pleaſe ; 
from whence your men may tranſport them to 
Hieroſolyma. In exchange for theſe things, 
let us have a ſupply of corn; which we, who 
inhabit an iſland, ſtand in need of. 


Duplicates of theſe two epiſtles are extant 
to this very day, not only in our, but in 
the Zyrian records. If any perſon deſires to 
be ſatisfied of the truth of what I here aſ- 
ſert, let him have recourſe to thoſe who 
keep the Tyrian regiſters, and he will find 
their accounts and ours exactly agree. We 
have mentioned theſe things, out of a deſire 
that our readers may be ſatisfied ; our incli- 
nation is to advance nothing inconſiſtent with, 
truth, nor to tickle the ears of our readers 
by a narration calculated only to divert, and 
then afterwards require from them an implicit 


by our Author in his F-wiſh Wars, called 


Letters of Solomon and Hiramus are extant in Euſe- 


has copied verbatim in this Place, Compare 1 Kings, 
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peliek in all we ſay. We will not indulge placed ſo as to make their buſineſs ſeem vers 
E - ' offffeſves in an opinion, that when we relate eaſy to them: He appointed teu thoufand gf 
_ any thing unbecoming the gravity and digni- them for the ſpace of one month, to hew 
5 ty, of an Hiſtorian; we are altogether free wood in mount Libanus; who,” after thar : 
1 from error. Our earneſt tequeſt is, rather that time, were to return and enjoy two months 
_ none of our readers would honour us with reſt at home, while another ten thouſand ſup- 
= tlieir upprobation, / unleſs we can ' firſt fully plied their place. By this method 1 hap- 
3 demonſtrate the truth of our relations, by in- pened, that at the end of every four months. 
$3 fallible vouchers. dhe firſt ten thouſand were to return to the 
14 EKing Solomon, after he had received the - work again. Adoramus was made ſuperinten- 
1 riun King's letter, greatly commended his dant over them. Beſides theſe, there were ſe. 
*F Y frankneſs and kindneſs, and in return thereof venty thouſand foreigners, whom David had 
_ - gratified him with the following preſents. He left, who were deſigned for labourers ; there 
4 ent yearly (1) two thouſand meaſures of corn, were alſo eighty thouſand ſtone-cutters, oyer 
. and as many Badi, or veſſels of preſſed oil. whom pteſided three thouſand and three hun- 
1 A Badus contained ſeventy two Sextary or dred. He commanded them to cut all the 
4 quarts. He ſupplied him likewiſe with ithe largeſt ſtones for the foundation of the tem- 
3 fame quantity of wine, "Theſe good beginnings ple and to ſquare and prepare them in the 
1 created an inviolable friendſhip, between Solo- mountain, betote they tranſported them to 
1 anon and Hiramus, which they ſwore always to Hier oſolyma; foreigners, as well as the artificers 
2 maintain. Solomon c@nmanded his whole peo- ſent by Hiramus, were employed in theſe 
BM ple to procure him thirty thoufand workmen. matters. J | N 
* Theſe, by a wife and artfül diſpoſition, he | 
= nan 
_ - . f the Building of the Temple. | 
„ CO LON began the building of the hard, as were able to repel the injuries of 
1 O temple in the fourth year of his reign, all weathers; they were wedged faſt enough. 
BT in the ſecond month, which by the Macedo- into the earth, to ſuſtain” the heavy ſuper- 
_ niaus is called Artemiſius, and by the He- ſtructure to be raiſed upon them, the ſtrength 
„ brerus, Far; (2) five hundred and ninety two of the foundation was anſwerable to the heighth 
4 vi years from the departure of the 1/7ae/ites out of the ſuperſtructure both in curioſity of < 
1 of Agypt; one thouſand and twenty from A- workmanſhip and bulk. The building was al! 
7 braham's removing out of + Meſopotamia into of white ſtone to the very cieling, the heighth mn 
. Canaan, and one thouſand four hundred and thereof was (5) ſixty cubits, the length the 1 
31% forty from the (3) Deluge. From Adam the fame, and the breadth twenty. Above this 
1.38 firſt man, till do/omon began the erecting was another building of the ſame dimenſions, 
1 of the temple, was an intermediate ſpace of ſo that the whole heighth of the temple was 
. three thouſand one hundred and (4) two years. one hundred and twenty cubits; and fronted 
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When the temple began to. be built; Hira- che eaſt. They made a porch at the entrance 
mus had then reigned eleven years in the king- twenty cubits in length, to + anſwer the 
dom of Tyre: And from the building of Jyre breadth of the temple, ten in breadth; and 
to the erecting of the temple, were four was carried up one hundred and twenty eu- 
hundred and forty years. bits in heighth; there were alſo built about 
- The king laid the foundations of the tem- the outſidè of the temple, three hundted 
ple vaſtly deep in the earth; and with ſtones ſo cells or Ititle houſes; which by reaſon of Joe 
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(1) The Vulgar ſays, twenty thouſand, c. (. 2) Tuſtatus finds in fome Editions an Account 
of 600. Tears. But J. Gerard, Vaſſius affirms the Greek Books of Joſepbus in this Paſſage are right; 
ſeor he has collected from the tenth Book of the Antiquities, Chap. II. that the Temple was burt 
in the ccccLy1 1. Year after its Foundation; and from the Departure of the People out of - Agypt, 
MLX11.” from which if the cc cLvii. be ſübſtracted, there remains pcv, Vide Heidegger, Uſer 
ius and Voſſius on this Article. (3) Epipbanius ſays, in the four hundredth Year. (4) Sbota- 
uus is of Opinion that ſeventy ought to ſtand in the Place of the one bundred and two. Hudfut 
My: Sentiments are, it ought to be read ſo, becauſe our Author before numbers 2256 © Leats 
from” the Creation, of the World, to the Deluge; 4102 from the Creation of the World- to'the 
building of the Temple, and 1445 from the Deluge. By this we ſhall find the ſmalleſt diſagree | 
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Therefore in the Place of 3000 1 put 4000, and after 30 I add 6. For if 1445 be retained, there 


will neceſſarily raiſe a worſer Diſproportion in more Numbers; -'!Relawnd © ©) Concerning the Di. 
* menſions of its Heighth and Length, (faith Zonaras) the third Chapter the firſt of Kings, and 
1 the eighth Book of Foſephus's Ages, about the Deſcription of the Temple, in pany Paſſages dil- 
© agree,” Why * Fofepbus did fo, it is to be conſidered (ſays Pillalpandys) that the Teſtimonies bp 
Scriptutes afford us of theſe Matters, are not eaſily to be conceived, or it may be, which wer Jhoul 
the. leaſt judge, that our Author” was "altogether unacquainted with ArchiteQure.” Hudſon. Falepbus 
in this Place follows not the Truth of the Matter, but Traditions, or rather Fictions of the Jews; 


a proof of this, ſee our Examination of Vitringius's Temple of Ezekiel, Cocceius. 
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ck and. cloſe ſituation, proved a great ſup- 
2 the . nad openings into 
one another, each being in breadth (a) five cu 
bits; in length as many; and in beighth (b) 
twenty. Above theſe were built other rooms, 
over which was raiſed another ſtory. All 
theſe were of (c) like dimenſions, and num- 
ber, and anſwer d in heighth to the lower 
part of the fabtic, fo 5 
was not ſurrounded with any cells : Their 
roofs. were all of cedar wood ; and every 
one had its particular cieling, independent 
of one another, but were joined together by 
long beams reaching to each ſide, which run- 
ning through the middle walls, bound them 
together tighter, and gave them more ſtrength. 
Under the beams was ſpread a covering of 
the ſame materials intermixed with gold ; 
the walls were- wainſcotted with pannels of 
cedar, and beautifully edged with gold, fo 
that the whole temple glittered; and the 
eyes of thoſe who went in ſeem'd on fire: 
So ſtrong was the reflection from every part: 
The whole fabric was built with poliſhed 
ſtones, and ſo much art, that not the leaſt 
ſeam or joining appear'd ; nay, thoſe who 
ſaw them, could not diſcoyer the leaſt mark 
of the hammer, or any ſigns of any other 
inſtruments ; but imagined the whole to be 
of one entire piece, and that they rather na- 
turally and by providence were joined in 
that cloſe order, than by any force or skill 
of the artificer. Solomon alſo contrived a pair 
of winding ſtairs to paſs up to the higher 
part of the temple, through the thickneſs of 
the wall; there was no large door facing the 
eaſt, belonging to the higher, as there was to the 
lower fabric, but a few ſmall doors in the ſides 
to paſs through. The temple from top to 
bottom was lined with cedar- wood, and join- 
ed together with ſtrong pieces of iron; which 
contributed very much to the ſupport of the 

building. 7 | 

After he had divided the temple into two 
parts, he appointed the inner one, of twenty 
cubits ſquare, for the Adyt or holy of holies, 
and the outer one, of forty cubits, for the 
SanGuary, In the partition wall he made 
large doors of cedar, embelliſhed with gold, 
and a great deal of curious carved work; over 
theſe he hung a veil of the ſofteſt and fineſt co- 
lour'd filk, and interwoven with the moſt beau- 
[titul lowers, as Hyacinth, purple and ſcarler. 
He placed in the holy of holies, twenty cubits 
In breadth, and as many in length, two Cheru- 


: % 
7 
* * 


A 


tain in Breadth 100 Cubits, 


eighth of the 
M Cherubims in 1 Kings, Cha 


. un, and Holy Writ, 
© made him two Pillars of Braſs hollow, 
tus was near ten Engliſp Pottles. 


No. 18. 


| of the dwipditis of the Jews 


for the upper building 


F) Epiphbanius turns this Pala 
and two Fingers thick in the Metaf, 


bims of ſolid (d) gold, each in heighth (e) five 
cubits. Both bad wings which ſtretched five 
cubits in breadth. Upon which accoutit he 
placed them cloſe to each other, that one 
of their wings might reach to the ſouthern, 
the other to the northern wall of the. holy 


of. holies. Their other two wings met one 
another, aud cover'd the ark which was placed 


in the middle of them. But what theſe Che- 
rubims were, no man can tell, or never con- 
jecture; the floor of the temple was covered 
with plates of beaten gold; he made gates 
to-the porch of the temple, which anſwered 
to the heighth of the wall, twenty cubits 
broad, and overlaid with gold. In ſhort, 


there was no part of the temple, either with- 


in or without, but what was covered. with 
gold : He ſtretched a veil or curtain over theſe 
gates, in the ſame manner as he did thoſe 
within; but the gate of the porch had no ſuch 
thing. | 3 
Solomon ſent to Tyre unto Hiramus for Chi- 
ramus the artificer, who by his mother's ſide 
was a Nepthalite, (being of that tribe) and 
by his father Uriah, an Iſraelite; he was 
an eminent architect; but was moſt famous 
for carving in gold, ſilver and braſs; every 
thing remarkably curious about the temple H- 
lomon entruſted to his care'; he made two 
(7) pillars of braſs, four fingers in thickneſs, 
eighteen cubits in heighth, and eighteen cubits 
in circumference ; he placed chapiters in the 
form of lilies upon the pillars, five cubits 
high, which he ſurrounded with net-work 
adorned with leaves of braſs to cover the 
lilies, Below theſe hung two hundred punic 
apples or pomgranates in two rows; one of 
theſe pillars he placed on the right hand of 
the entrance of the porch, and called it Ja- 
chin, the other he ſet on the left-hand and 
called it Boaz. | | 
He made a brazen ſea in the ſhape of an 
hemiſphere, or ball cut off in the middle. 
It was called a fea becauſe of its capaci- 
ouſneſs; being ten cubits in diameter, and 
an hand's breadth in thickneſs. It was ſup- 
ported in the middle by a pillar, one cubit in 
diameter, and twiſted into ten large folds. 
Twelve bulls or oxen were placed round it, 
which faced the four quarters of the winds, 
three to every quarter. 'Their poſteriors 
were ſituated inwardly, and made lower 
under the ſea, that they might the better 
ſupport it. This ſea contained three thouſand 


(g) Bati. 


(a) By this Means the 8 of the 300 Cells, with the Frontiſpiece of the Temple. ind 1 
Cubits, which is abſurd to think of, not only becauſe it is {aid in the 5th F, the aw chat Xn wo! Ly 


IV. to con- 


a but to be narrow or in the Front and behind 40 Cubits. ipti 
e Cells is contradictory to 1 Kings, Chap. vii. ver. 5, 6. Cocceius. en ene, 
ts Roof was one Rod in Heighth, all together were three Rods, 
ap o a Cab which _ . 2 Hiſtorian, 
emaps he ipoke of the Heighth of the Temple from the Cieling. For indeed t 

pullding was erected 20 Cubis from the Od Villalpandus. a r 
Cells be underſtood here, every Story of them was alike, 
eant, then there was a certain Inequality, as appears from the 3d of Kings, Chap. vii. ver. 6. Vi/la/pandus, 


| P- vi. ver. 23. are ſaid to be made of Olive- tree, and 14 
The 6 . is ſilent upon this Head, Spanbeim. r 


— ($3 Byery Cell ts 
that is, eighteen Cubits, and three 
Foſepbus has been pleaſed to call Twenty; 


r- 
(e) If the er 


but if their Breadth be 


with ſome Variation thus: 


(g) Each 


(e) Ten, according to the 
e 
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lle made gllo ten baſes of braſs, of a qua- 


drangular form. Every one of theſe wete five 


cubits in length, four in breadth, and ſix in 
heighth: He worked them firſt in ſeparate parts, 
and then joined them in this manner: 'T here 
were four little pillars, of a quadrangular form, 
and placed at the four corners of the baſes, by 
which the ſides were kept firm to one another. 
Now theſe were divided into three parts, and 
diſtinguiſhed from one another by the engraven 
figutes of a lion, a bull and an eagle: The 
Stars as well as the ſides were adorned with 

Iptares. The whole work was fer upon 
four wheels, which were of caft work, both 
mouldings, naves, and ſpokes, and half a 
cubit in diameter. It was a ſurpriſing thing 
to ſce with what exactneſs the wheels were 
put together, how admirably they were caſt, 
and how cloſely fitted to the fides of the 
baſes. The corners were emboſſed with 
ſhoulders and arms, over which was fixed 
to the ledge of the layer a rail; the la- 
yer reſted upon the paws of the lion and eagle, 
which appeared to thoſe who beheld' them, as 


if they had been really alive. There were 


alſo interſperſed among theſe palm-trees. Such 
was the form in which Chiramus made the ten 
baſes. t 5 V | 
He made alſo ten lavers of braſs, of a 
roundiſh form, each contained forty (a) Coas, 
four cubits in heighth, and the ſides extended 
to the ſame breadth: He placed theſe la- 
vers upon the ten baſes, which in their dialeEt 
hey named Mechonoth ; he ſet five of the la- 
vers on the left-hand fide of the temple 
which faces the north, and five on the right- 
hand fide towards the ſouth. In the 
place he fixed the brazen-ſea : He filled the 
ſea with water, and appointed it for the 
prieſts, before they approached the altar, to 
waſh their hands and feet in: But the la- 
vers he ſer apart for cleanſing the intrails and 


feet of the beaſts, which were to be made burnt- 


offerings. pe 
He erected alſo an altar of braſs, twenty 
cubits in length, as many in breaath, and 


ten in heighth ; on this the burnt-offerings or 


Holocaufts were to be laid. He made alſo 
all the veſſels belonging to it of the ſame 
metal, as tongs, fleſh-hooks, boilers, and wa- 
ter- pots. All theſe he made of braſs, which 
for colour and beauty appeared little inferior 
to gold. . | 2 8 


; Solomon ordered to be ſer up a great number 
of tables, but one of extraordinary ſize, of gold, 


and whereon the (b) bread of God was placed. 


He commanded ten thouſand others, almoſt 


as large, to be made, but of a different ſhape 
from the foregoing : "Theſe held twenty thou- 


ſand golden veſſels, phials and diſhes, and 


forty thouſand ſilver ones; over and above 
theſe, he made ten thouſand candleſticks as 


Moy/es had commanded, one of which he de- 


dicated to the ſervice of the temple, to have 
a light burning in it day and night, accord- 


(a) Scripture calls chem Barks, | (z) The Sbewel. 
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altar, and double the number of fil 
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table, with the brad u 
fide of the temple, 0 
ſick which was bn the Qu 
tween theſe were ted the golden loan = 
theſe things were (ohtain'd in the et 
Neg by "IT 0 forry cubits long, and 
eparate a Veil from the holy of ohe. 
He cauſed alſo eighty thouſand wine- cups +, 
be made, ten thotſand golden phials, and bk 
the number of filfer ones: Four ſcore thouſand 
golden veſſels to carry the æneaded flour to the 


| 8 76s of {Iver ones. 
of cups to mix the flour with the oil ſixty thou 
ſand of gold, and twice the number of filyer: 
twenty thouſand golden meaſutes, fuch as the 
Meſaical Hin and Afſaron ; 'and double the | 
number of ſilver; twenty thouſand golden 
cenſers to carty the incenſe into the temple; 
and fifty thouſand other cenſets to carty the 
fire from the great altar te the ſmall one 
placed wirhin the temple. He prepared alfy 
a thouſand facerdoral habits for the uſe of the 
prieſts ; with the Zphods and precious ſtones; 
there was one crown on which the name of 
God was inſcribed by Moj/es, and it remains 
to this very day. He prepared alfo filk veſts 
and purple girdles for the prieſts, ten thouſand 
of each. Beſides theſe, he ordered two hun- 
dred thouſand trumpets to be made, as Miſes 
had preſcribed ; alſo two hundred thouſand 15 
filken ſtoles, for the Levites, who were to 
chant the hymns; of muſical inſtruments, ſuch 
as the harp, and pfaltery, to accompany and 
bear confort with the hymns, he laft of all 
prepared four hundred thouſand. Theſe were 
made of a mixed metal between gold and 
filver. Tn IS 
So magnificently did Solomon provide for the 
honour of God, ſparing no expence, but acting 
always with generoſity, he depoſited them all | 
in the treaſury of God. He encloſed the 
temple round about with a paliſadoe; in the 
Hebrew tongue termed Giſon, but in the 
Grecian language (Thrinkos) it was thres 
cubits high, and made to hinder the people 
entring into the temple, whither rhe prielts | 
were only permitted to go. Without this | 
encloſure was erected a ſquare court; witl 
large and beautiful porches, together with 
broad gates, that fronted the four winds, 
and ſhut with doors overlaid with gold. 
This place was common to all the people, | 
(provided they were pure and unſpotted, and 


obſervers of the laws as was required) 


and was ſo wonderful a building, that 0 
tongue could declare, or eyes believe thell 
own light, when they, beheld ſo ſtupendous 
ſtructure; ſuch vaſt hollow places he filled 
up with earth, as for their depth were enough 


to dazzle the eyes of thoſe who looked dow; 


on theſe he heaped earth to the heighth d 
four hundred cubirs, making them equal . 
the top of the mountain, on which the ten- 
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Book VIII! of the» zntiquities: , the Jews. 189 
„ bent: By Wale the Hbor of out of the rock. Upon theſe he ſpread a % 

ple was built: By whey ancans- 4" of cedar — But all the gates be- 
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0 f Solom o placing the Ark in the Temple; and of bis public Sacrifices Mer he 


had made his Prayer to God. 


x F TER king Solomon had finiſhed theſe 
vaſt and ſtupendous buildings, he de- 
poſited the utenſils in the temple; in the 
doing of all which he was no more than ſe- 
ven years; by which he gave a large demon- 
ſtrarion of his exceeding gteat riches and 
diſpatch. For, what would have been fup- 
poſed the work of an age, was finiſhed: in ſo 
{mall ſpace of time; for very ſmall it was to 
perform ſo great an undertaking in. He ſent 
circular letters to the officers and elders of 
the Hebrews, commanding. them to | meet at 
Hieroſolyma, there to view the temple, and 


remove the ark of God into it. When every 


one had received the king's command to aſſem- 
ble at Hieroſblyma, they, with much ado, 
got thither in the ſeventh month, by our na- 


tion called Thiſri, but by the Macedonians, 


Hyperboretas. At this time alſo was the feaſt 
Þ 4 the tabernacles, accounted by the Hebrews 
the moſt ſolemn and greateſt of their feſtivals ; 
they took up the ark, tabernacle, and all 


other things belonging to the worſhip and the 


ſfactifices of God, and carried them into the 
temple : The king, with the whole people, 
and the Levites, went before with the victims, 
ſprinkling the way, as 'they marched in pro- 
ceſſion, with libations and the blood of many 
of the ſacrifices ; and perſuming it with the 


ſweet ſmell of many odours ; ſo that the air 


was full of the fragrance, and people at a 
diſtance received the ſcent of the incenſe, 
and believed that God was preſent to the 
proceſſion, and going to take up his abode: in 
the hounſe newly built and conſecrated to 
him; for thoſe who chanted hymns and danced 
in their way to the temple, ſeemed not the 
leaſt wearied. I his was the manner of car- 
rying the ark. As it was to be placed in the 
holy of holies, the whole people withdrew, ex- 
cept the priefts who bore it, who ſet it be- 
tweeen the two | Cherumbims, the points of 
whoſe wings touching one another, (for they 
were very ſurpriſingly made jn that manner) 
ſeemed to overſhadow the ark. There was 
nothing more in it than the two tables of 
ſtone, on which were engraved the ten com- 
mandments, as delivered to Moy/es on mount 
Jineus. They placed the candleſtick, table- 
and golden alta. in the temple, before the Ho- 
ly of holies, in the very ſame place they had 
before in the tabernacle when they offered 
their daily facrifices. - The brazen altar was 
placed betore the temple over againſt the door, 


(a) Galenias turns it thus: Thou, 
* haſt built the whole Structure of thi 
* thou filleſt all of it, and yet cannot 


to expoſe it to full view when it was opened 
and to thew the vaſt number and magnificence 
of the victims to be ſacrificed :. After this, all 
the utenſils were gathered together, and depo- 
ſited: in che celnple ht) S941 
When the prieſts had performed all thin 
in due manner about the ark, they withdre 
out of the holy of holies, upon which a cloud 
ſuddenly gathered. together, not ſuch an one 
as is ſeen in the winter time loaded with rain, 
but one temperate and: ſoft, deſcended into 
the temple; caſting at the ſame time ſuch a 
darkneſs round about, that the prieſts could 
not ſee one another 5 every one 1magined, 
that God was deſcended. into the temple, and 
had made choice of it to live in; ſuch was 
the ſuppoſition of the people. King Solomon 
roſe up (for at this time he was ſitting) and 
addreſſed himſelf to God in words the moſt 
becoming his: divine nature, as he ſuppoſed, 
Thou Lord, ſaid he, poſſeſſeſt an everlaſting. houſe, 
nor are we ignorant that thou haſt made all 
things for thy ſelf, heaven, air, earth and ſea ; 
all theſe (a) thou filleft, ner can all theſe 
contain thee. I have erected this temple to 
thy name; that in our performing ſacrifices 
we may ſend our ſupplications to thee ; under a 
conſtant perſuaſion that thou art-preſent here, 
but abſent no where. As thy eyes ſurvey the 
whole univerſe at once, and thou heareft all 
things at once, we Raow that this temple can- 
not prevent thy dwelling in every place worthy 


of thee; a ſtranger to none, but near to all, 


and more eſpecially preſent and prepitious to 
thoſe, who night and day call on thy name, and 
long for thee. After he had made this prayer to 


God, he turned his diſcourſe to the people, 


and repreſented to them the power and pro- 
vidence of God ; for example, how he had diſ- 
cover'd to his father David all the things that 
ſhould befal him; moſt of which had already 
happen'd, and the reſt were to be accompliſh- 
ed: How he had acquainted him with His own 


name before he was born; foretold him what 
he was to be called, of his building the temple 


and being king after his father's deceaſe: That 
ſince all theſe things were fulfilled accordin 
to God's prophecy, he exhorted them to praiſe 


God, and never hereafter diſtruſt any promiſes ' 


of future happineſs, upon which they now built 
their hopes. | | 
When he had done ſpeaking thus to the 
people, he turned, his eyes once more to the 
remple, at the ſame time ſtretching out his 


O Lord, ſaid he, inhabiteſt an everlaſting Houſe, and; we know bon 


$ Univerſe for thy ſelf, which conſiſts of Heaven, Earth, Air and Sea: 
| be contained within it. : 


righws 


3 
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right-hand to the multitude, and ſaid, Mankind 
can never by their works repay to God the bene- 
fits they have received from him. The divinity 
Hands in need of nothing, as the immenſity of 


his nature ſecures him from all ſuch neceſſities. 


But deign, O Lord, to admit us to praiſe thy 
majeſty, which to do is the privilege and pro- 
perty of our nature above that of beaſts. We 
return thee our fincere thanks, for the kindneſſes 
thou haſt vouchſafed our family, and the na- 
tion of the Hebrews. Now, ſince we have no other 
method of appeaſing thy wrath, and pacifying 
thee, when angry, than by our voices, which 
wwe draw from the air, into which they are reſolu- 
ed back again, be pleaſed to accept our thanks 
given thee by that faculty thou haſt beſtom d on us. 
And firſt, I bleſs thee for my father, whom thou 
Haſt raiſed from an obſcure condition to great 
honour and renown ; next for myſelf to whom thou 
haſt performed, to this very day, all thoſe things 
thou haſt promiſed; and I beſeech thee to extend 
thy bounties to us, as thy choſen people, and 
increaſe our family from generation to generation, 
as thou haſt promiſed my father David, living 
and dying, that this kingdom ſhould continue in 
His poſterity for ever, I beſeech thee to grant me 
all theſe things, and beſtow upon my children, 
thoſe graces which are moſt acceptable in thy 
fight. Moreover, I humbly intreat thee, to ſuffer 
thy holy ſpirit to dwell in this temple, that it 
may appear to us, that thou dwelleft alſo on 
earth. The whole heavens are not ſufficient to 


contain thee; how much leſs than this temple 


Nevertheleſs, I intreat thee that thou would} 
be pleaſed to make it thine own houſe, and pro- 
tet it from the attacks of its enemies, as thine 
own poſſeſſion. And if at any time the people 
commit tranſgreſſion againſt thee, for which 
thou ſhalt puniſh them with famine, peſtilence, 
or any other calamity, ſuch as thou art wont 
to inflict upon thoſe who violate thy command- 
ments; be merciful and hear their prayers, 
when they come into this thy temple with true 
repentance ; hear them, and have compaſſion on 
them, be merciful and deliver them. This fa- 
vour I ask not for the Hebrews alone, who ſhall 
In againſt thee; but that thou wouldeſt be plea- 
ſed to grant it to all foreigners and ftrangers, 
who ſhall here offer their prayers to thee. So 
Fall all people know, that this temple was built 
at thy command ; and that we in our natures 
are not ſo inhumane, or ſo cruel to ſtrangers, as 
to envy them partaking with us a ſhare of thy 
providential care and r £ arab 

When he had done ſpeaking, he threw him- 
ſelf on the ground, and laid for ſome time in 
a poſture of adoration ; after which he roſe 
up, and laid the victims on the altar, which 
he loaded with them. He perceived that God 
was pleaſed and accepted his ſacrifice ; for a 
flaſh of fire ſuddenly deſcended from heaven, 
and in the ſight of all preſent, catched hold of 
the victims, and totally conſumed them ; the 
people, after they had ſeen this miracle, ſup- 
poſed God was come to take up his abode 
in the temple ; upon which they in raptures 
of joy fell upon the ground and worſhipped. 


= d (a) The Feaſt of Tabernacles. 


his favours in the ſame manner for the 
to them, and preſerve their minds free from all 


whereby they might be enabled to fulkj - F 
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The king began to ptaiſe God, and 4 
the people to do he ſame; 2 


towards them; he bad them offer u r 
ſupplications to him, that he would ia 


fin, in righteouſneſs and in his true worſhip . 
commandments which he had given t 

Moyes, and purſue them to cheir 1 
That this would prove the means of dray. 
ing down from heaven perpetual bleſſings 
the Hebrews, and procure them a ſuperior ha 5 
pineſs above other nations; beſides, he deſir d 
them to recal to their remembrance that by the 


method they had firſt obtained their preſent | 


felicity, by the ſame way they were to pre. 
ſerve and augment it: They wars not to p- 
ole, he told them, that they were eſtabliſhed 
in their preſent happy circumſtances: only on 
account of their paſt piety and juſtice, for that 
their perſeverance in thoſe good qualities alone 
could confirm their happineſs to them: It be- 
ing eaſier for mankind to obtain what they 
deſire, than to preſerve what they have once 
got, and by a right behaviour give no offence, 
by which they may loſe what they firſt gained 
by their virtue. 6 DSN 
The king, having addreſſed himſelf to the 
multitude in the foregoing manner, diſmiſſed 
the aſſembly, having firſt offered up facrifices 
for himſelf and all the Hebrews ; to wit, twen- 
ty thouſand calves, and one hundred and 
twenty thouſand lambs. This was the firſt 
time the temple was ſprinkled with the blood 
of ſacrifices, with which all the Hebrews with 
their wives and children were feaſted; beſides, 
Solomon, for the ſpace of fourteen days, cele- 
brated before the temple the feſtival, called 
(a) Scenopegia, with vaſt ſplendour and magni- 
ficence, during which he entertained the 
whole people at his own expence, very elegant- 
ly and ſumptuouſly. . | 
When every one had ſufficiently feaſted 
himſelf, and paid all due reverence to God, 
Solomon diſmiſſed the multitude, who return- 
ed each to his own home, having firſt given 
him thanks for the care and bounty he had 
ſhowed, and intreated the Almighty to bleſs 
him with a long life and reign. They went 
back rejoicing, and ſinging hymns to God, and 
expreſſed ſo much chearfulneſs, that they ſeem- 
ed not in the leaſt weary with their journey 
homewards. Thoſe who had aſſiſted in re- 
moving the ark into the temple, having beheld 
the greatneſs and beauty of the place, and 
partook of the ſacrifices and ſolemnities per- 
formed in it, returned each to his own city. 
Solomon had a dream, in which it was fignified 
to him that God had heard his prayers, and 
would preſerve the temple, and always dwell 
in it, provided his poſterity and all the nation 
would practice and follow juſtice. That 
he paid a true obſervance to the precepts left 
by his father, he would take him into his par” 
ticular protection, and raiſe him to the highe 


pinnacle 


t for th | 
had now plain demonſtrations of his are | 


future 


j 


-, 
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pinnacle of glory, and that there ſhould never 
be wanting one of his line, and the tribe of 

„dab, to fit on the throne and extend his do- 
minion rottid about. But on the other hand, 


3f he departed from, or forgot the inſtitutions 


e law, or if he followed the Worſhip of 
ane Gods, his poſterity ſhould then be 
e 
1 of them be ſuffered to live. That the 
people of I/rae/ ſhould endure all manner of 
calamities, and be torn to pieces with innume- 
rable wars.“ That they ſhould be driven out 
of che land, Which he had given their fathers 
to inherit, and be tranſported into other coun- 
tries. That he would give the temple, lately 
built, into the hands of the enemy, to be 


ur from the earth, and not the leaſt 


— 


ſpoiled and burnt, and that the city itſelf 
ſhould be ſacked by them, while he would 
ſuffer ſuch terrible hardſhips to aMi& them, 
as ſhould ſeem mere fables, and be too ſtrange 
to be credited without heſitation. That the 
nations round them, who ſhould hear of their 
report, ſhould be aſtoniſhed ar the relation, 
and enquire the reaſon, why God's hatred was 
ſo great to the Hebrews, whom before he had 
ſo much honoured and enriched, that thoſe who 
ſhould ſurvive this diſmal calamity, ſhould 
make an open confeſſion of their fins, and re- 
turn this anſwer, Becauſe they had tranſgreſſed 
and violated the laws of their fathers. Theſe 


things, which are mentioned in Holy Writ, did 


God ſpeak to Solomon in a dream. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the large and ſumpruous Palaces Solomon built, and of bis ſolving the Riddle 
| J 4 | 


FT ER the building of the temple, which 
(as we have mentioned in the ese ) 

was tiniſh'd in ſeven years; he ſet about the 
erecting of a royal palace, which he ſcarce 
finiſh'd in thirteen years. S0/omoy was not ſo 
ſollicitous about this undertaking, as the tem- 
ple, which, (though of ſuch vaſt bulk, and of 
ſo curious and ſurprizing workmanſhip, as was 
remarkable in it,) was by the aſſiſtance of 
God, for whoſe honour it was built, finiſh'd 
in the aboveſaid number of years. The royal 
lace indeed wanted much of that magnifi- 
cence which the temple had; for neither the 
time nor the pains in preparing the materials, 
as the other had, was allowed it, as being de- 
ſigned for the houſe of a king, and not of 
God; therefore it was longer a finiſhing. 
Notwithſtanding this, it was built very conve- 
ntently, both fer the king and: people, and. is 


well worth our deſcribing. We ſhall upon 


that account open to our readers the order 
and diſpoſition of all irs parts, that thoſe 
who ſhall happen to peruſe theſe our writings, 
— form a conjecture from thence of its great- 
nels: 5 
There was a large and beautiful buildin 

ſupported by many pillars, which he erected 
for the receiving of the people, and hearing 


and determining of cauſes, for the entertaining 


an aſſembly of perſons on ſolemn debates, and 
to adminiſter juſtice, The length was an hun- 
dred, the breadth fiſty, and the heighth thirty 
cubits; the pillars ſupporting it were ſquare, 
and all of cedar, covered after the (a) Corin- 
ian manner: The porches were of equal 
dimenſions to one another, and the doors a- 
dorned with three curious mouldings, which 
were both an ornament and a defence to the 
place: There was another building in the mid- 
dle of this, pretty near ſquare, the entire 
breadth of it was thirty cubits; the temple 
ſtood over againſt it; and it was ſupported b 

ſtrong and high pillars. A cha ir of ſtate ſtood 
m m, in which the king ſat to hear cauſes ; 


18. 


adjoining to this was raiſed another pile of 
building for the queen's ſeryice, beſides, other 
houſes for entertainments, ſports and relaxa- 
tions, after the fatigues of buſineſs, all cove- 
red with pannels of cedar ; ſome of them were 
built with plain ſtones, ten cubits ſquare ; 
others with fine wrought ſtone, as the moſt 
beautiful temples and palaces generally are. 
Three parts of the walls were lined with hang- 
ings beautifully adorn'd. The fourth part of 
them was remarkably curious for excellent 
ſculpture and fine workmanſhip, of all man- 
ner of trees, the branches whereof were re- 
preſented diffuſing themſelves round about, and 
ſo artificially contriv'd, that they ſeem'd to 
move, and hide the ſtones on which they were 
carved. The reſt of the ſpace up to the 
cieling was white, and diverſify'd with a beau- 


tifal variety of colours and paintings. Be- 


ſides theſe, he erected other houſes for plea- 
ſure, and large porticos in the moſt conve- 
nient place of the palace; among which he 
built a moſt ſumptuous and coſtly parlour em- 
belliſhed in every part of it with gold, and 
erected only for banquets and royal feaſts. Its 
furniture and other neceſſaries, for the more 
ſplendid receiving of the company he enter- 
tain'd in it, were made of gold. It is next 
to an impoſſibility, to recount the greatneſs 


and variety of all the buildings; the vaſt 


number of great and ſmall rooms; the places 
under ground and out of ſight, the turrets, 


delighttul groves, ſhades to refreſh and de- 


fend the body from the heat of the ſun, In 
hne, he'made his palace of nothing but cedar- 


wood, marble, gold and ſilver; the roof and 


walls he beautified with precious ſtones ſet in 
gold, and interſperſed here and there, as in the 
temple. He cauſed a prodigious large throne 
of ivory to be made, in the form of the ttibu- 
nal, having ſix ſteps, at both ends of every 


one of which ſtood two lions, the like number 


being placed above. There were arms about 
the ſeat of the throne to ſupport the king, and 


(a) This Kind of Architecture was not at this Time found out by the Corinthians. 


| F .Þ - a bul- 


- 
« * Free PIC o - 
as - 7 " 2 = 
0 A — colt; ie — — — 
0 4 -_ — s Ws - _ , TE 
—— Fj — —— 9 — 
E 


190 Fravivs Jos genus Book VIII 
a bullock covered all over with gold was © erected new ones to Hercules and * 
placed couchant in the middle, whereon he fat. © He was the firſt who raiſed a ſtatue — 4 

Solomon was twenty years in finiſhing theſe © cules. He undertook an expedition N 
buildings; for the erecting of which Hiramus © the Eyceans, for their non-payment > 
the Tyrian king aſſiſted him with a great deal . © tribute he had impoſed upon them; and i 
of gold, more of ſilver, beſides a large num- ter he had the ſecond time ſubdued then 
ber of cedar and pine trees. Solomon in return © he returned home victor. In his days i 
ſent Hiramus yearly a great quantit of corn, © the younger {on of Abdemon, who alwa 
wine and oil, which he ſtood in moſt need of, ſolved the problems and riddles, put to * 
as he inhabited an iſland, as we obſerved be- by king Solomon.” Dius the hiſtorian ; 
fore. Beſides theſe preſents, he gave him like manner ſpeaks of them in theſe = | 
twenty cities of Galilee, that lay neareſt to After the death of Abibalus, his fon Hir. 
Tyre. Hiramus went and viewed them; but © mus reigned, who walled that Part of the 
they not anſwering his expectations, he ſent © city facing the caſt, making it much la 3 
word to Solomon he had no occaſion for them; than before; and joining to it the temple of 
from this time they were called the land of Jupiter Olympins, (which he enriched with 
Chabalon, which word in the Phenician lan- many preſents of gold, and which ſtood apart 
guage, if rightly interpreted, ſignifies, It does © from it before,) by filling with earth that 
not ſeem pleaſing. Moreover, the Tyrian king © vacant ſpot of ground which lay between. 
ſent Solomon dark and myſterious queſtions, de- After this he went to mount Libanus, and 
firing him to ſolve them. Solomon, who had cut down wood for the building of. temples,” 
a profound underftanding, never denied any This hiſtorian further ſays, That Solomon 
thing ſent him of that nature, but laid open who then reigned in Hieroſolyma, ſent rid. 
every difficulty with a maſterly ſtrength of © dles to Hiramus, from whom he deſired 
reaſon, and anſwered him in all he wanted to queſtions of the like intricate nature, under 
know. (a) Menander, who tranflated the )- *© a condition, that he who could not unfold 
rian antiquities out of the Phenician into the them, ſhould pay a certain ſam of money 
Greek tongue, mentions theſe two kings in the © to him who did. That Hiramns accepted 
following manner: After the death of Abi- the propoſal, but being unable to anſwet 
© balus, Hiramus his ſon ſucceeded in the king- the queſtions ſent him, he paid a large ſum 
© dom, who reigned therein thirty four, and of money for it, according to agreement, 
© lived fifty three years. He built a rampart That afterwards, one Abdemon, a Tyrian, 
© of earth round the place called the Broad- *© anſwered all the riddles 3 to him, 
© field, and erected the golden pillar in the . and ſent others back to (5) Solomon, which 
© temple of Fupiter. He went to the moun- he not ſolving, he was obliged to repay the 


© tain called Libauus, and hewed down great © money back to Hiramus.“ This is Dins's | 
© quantities of wood for the covering of holy account. F l 
© places. He demoliſhed antient temples, and £ 
CHAP: VI. 1 | 
. : 
Of Solomon's walling Hieroſolyma; building large Cities; ſubduing many of the F 
Canaanites, and his receiving the Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia. * 
| 7 £ 0 
ING Solomon, perceiving that the walls zar he erected two other cities, one named re 
of Hieroſolyma wanted towers and other Betc hora, the other Baleth; beſides theſe, he $ 
tortifications for their defence, (for he conclud- built others, ſituated in a pleaſant country, a 7¹ 
ed it was neceſſary they ſhould anſwer the delightful retreat, on account of the clearnels bi 
dignity of the city) rebuilt, amplified and of the air, the plenty of delicious fruit, and of 
raiſed them much higher than before, with the number of beautiful ſtreams that it is wa- Sl 
many large towers upon them. Beſides, he tered with. After this he entered into the V 
built cities, which for their ſtrength may claim deſert above Hria, took poſſeſſion of it, and ſt 
the firſt place, to wit, A/or, Magedo, and Gazar, built therein a very large city, two days jout- Pl 
fituated in the country of the Paleſtines. ney from the Upper-Syria, one from Euphrates, 
(c) Pharaon attempted this place by ſiege, and and fix from Great Babylon. The reaſon why v; 
at laſt took it by ſtorm, putting all the inha- he built this city ſo far from the inhabited 1 
Hitants in it to death; afterwards, upon his parts of Syria, was, becauſe the nearer part x 5 
daughter's marriage with Solomon, he gave it no ſprings in it, but in this place a great num- . 
him in dowry with her. Upon which account ber of wells were found. After he had etect- hy 
he rebuilt it, as being a place by nature very ed and ſurrounded it with a ſtrong wall, he cal- 2 
ſtrong, and ſuch as might prove of great uſe led it Thadomira, which name 1s rewined by 4 
to him, on the breaking out of war, or any the Syrians to this day; but the Greeks cal Bas 
other ſudden revolution. Not far from Ga- it Palmyra. | to 
(a) Theſe Teſtimonies of Menander and Dius are recited in the firſt Book againſt Apian. (J He pu. _ 
eh others to Solomon, who, upon his not anſwerin them, was to give Hiramus a large pu | 
oney. 7pipo. c) Sometimes by our Author called by this Name, other Times, Pharos 100 
foo 


Pharaotbus, Pharaoh. 
Thus 
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nus did Solomon emplo himſelf to this 
2 for the carisfa&tion of thoſe Ser- 
ſons, who have been ſolicitous in their inquiries, 
Al the Aeptian kings, from Minæus the 
why all the P e 
founder of Memphis, who flouriſhe many 
ears before our father Abraham, quite down 
70 Solomon's time, (which includes an interval 
of one thouſand three hundred years) were 
called Pharaons, we have thought it neceſſa- 
ry to ſay ſomething to them on this head, 
and tell them from what king, firſt aſſuming the 
name of Pharaon, in this intermediate ace 
of time, all thoſe ſucceeding him have been 
tiled Pharaons ; that we may remove 
ſuch perſons ſeruples in this point, and give 
a clear reaſon of the name. Pharaon in the 
language of the Agyptians, ſignifies king. Our 
opinion is, they had other names given them 
from their childhood, but afterwards coming 
to be kings, they took upon them that name, 
as an appellation, which in their native tongue 
denoted power. The kings of Alexandria had 
other names given before they obtained the 
kingdom, but upon their aſcending the throne, 
were all ſtyled Prolomies, from the firſt King. 
In like manner alſo the emperors of Rome 
were called Cze/ars, not taking that name from 
their birth, or preſerving it as an hereditary 
title from their fathers; but as a mark of 
the power and grandeur they were arrived 
to. And this was the reaſon we ſuppoſe that 
induced Herodotus the Halicarnaſſæan to men- 
tion three hundred and thirty kings, (in a 
conſtant ſucceſſion from Minæus, the founder 
of Memphis,) who reign'd in Agypt, without 
taking any notice of their hereditary names, 
becauſe they were all known by the common 
appellation of Pharaon. For when, after the 
deceaſe of theſe kings, a woman happened to 
aſcend the throne, he calls her by the name 
of Nicaule; and the reaſon he gives, is, that 
the male line was called by one common ap- 
pellation, which the female was not; the 
word Pharaon being only applicable to the 
other ſex, We ourſelves have found in the 
regiſters of our country, that after Pharaon, 
Solomon's father-in-law, no one of the Afpyp- 
DA RY CO OM. IP 
tian kings was diſtinguiſhed by that name; 
but that Nicaule, who at that time was queen 
of Agypt and Athiopia, was ſhe who came to 
Solomon. Of this we ſhall ſpeak more hereafter : 
We have made mention of the foregoing eircum- 
ſtances to ſhow the near agreement in many 
places between our and the AÆAgyptian records. 
King Solomon having ſubdued thoſe Canaan- 
tes, who diſputed his authority, and inha- 
| bited between mount Libanus; and the city 
Amathe, impoſed a tribute upon them; and 
demanded of them a certain number of ſlaves 
and coloneers, to be diſtributed up and down 
his country, For none of the Hebrews were 
put to ſuch ſervile employments, (nor was it 
reaſonable, after God had ſubdued fo many 
nations far them, that they who had a right 
to demand theſe ſervices of the Canaanites, 
ould undergo the ſame ſlavery with them,) 


(a) This Hg An: 
a p Foros ſays Caſtalio, 
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but they were 
horſes and chariots, and to perform all the ex- 
erciſes of war. Over the Canaanites doom'd 
to theſe labours were five hundred and fifty 
overſeers appointed, who by the king's orders 


were to look to their employments, and aſſign 


every man his tas je. 

The king built a fleet of ſhips in the bay 
of the red-ſea, named A/fongaber, now called 
Berenice, not far from the city #lana, and 
then under the power of the Hebrews, Hira- 
mus, the Tyrian king, was a conſiderable af... 
ſiſtant to SoJomon in perfecting this work. He 
ſent him a great number of pilots, and men 
skilled in ſea affairs: Solomon gave orders to 
theſe to fail to India, (formerly called So- 
phira, and now the Go/den-land,) to fetch him 
gold. After they had got him four hun- 


dred talents of gold, they failed back to 


A woman at this time ſat upon the throne 
of Aigypt, who was of a wonderful under- 
ſtanding, and in all other qualifications. very 
extraordinary ; having heard of the virtue and 
wiſdom of Solomon, the was inſpired with an 
ardent deſire of ſeeing him, and trying whe- 
ther or no the news ſhe daily received of him 
was true. She conſider'd it would be injudi- 
cious in her to rely on reports, which were of- 
ten made true or falſe, according to the per- 
ſon's humour who told them. Goon this ac- 
count ſhe reſolved to make trial of his wiſ- 
dom, by propoſing ſome difficult queſtions, 
ſhe little underſtood herſelf, and asking him 
ro anſwer them: She came to Hiero/olyma with 
a grand attendance, and a vaſt quantity of 
riches about her; for ſhe was lowed by 
camels loaden with variety of rich perfumes, 

old and precious ſtones: Upon her arrival the 
Ling received her with all poſſible marks of 
reſpect, and ſolved all the abſtruſe queſtions 
put to him by her. She was exceedingly ſur- 
prized at his' wiſdom, which ſhe found far 


greater than fame had reported it. She vaſtly 


admired the palace, both for its beauty and 
magnificence, the diſpoſition of its parts, and 
the excellent contrivance of Solomon, which ap- 
pear'd throughout it: But what encreaſed her 
wonder to the greateſt heighth, was the houſe 
called the (a) grove of Lib 

of his daily entertainments, the œconomy and 
cloathing of his ſervants, and the regular de- 
corum obſery'd by them; ſhe no leſs admi- 
red the facrifices daily offered up to God, and 
the care the prieſts and Levites thewed in per- 
forming them. By daily viewing theſe won- 
ders. her admiration increaſed, nor could ſhe 
any longer diſſemble it, but frankly confeſſed to 
the King, what an impreſſion the pomp and 
grandeur of his palace had made on her. What 
* ever, great king, ſaid ſhe, we hear by com- 
mon report, we are apt to be more {low in 
giving credit to. But in relating the great- 
© neſs of your virtues, your wiſdom, and your 
© rickes, even talkative fame herſelf has proved 
* deficient. 'Tho? all was true that the faid, 


was at Hieroſolyma, and fo called from the Grove of Libauus, in which it 


yes 


wete trained up to managing of 


anus, the ſplendour 
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twenty talents of gold; a vaſt quantity of 470. 
matic ſpices, and precious ſtones of grea a 
It is reported, that we are beholder. 
woman for the root of a certain balſam 
our country produces. Solomon in return for her 
favours, made her many preſents; and | 
he imagin”d would prove the moſt pleaſing to 


© yet, how far was all that ſhe ſaid from an- 
« {wering to what your happineſs in reality is! 
Fame indeed ſaid as much as words could 
« expreſs, but never could repreſent your cir- 
© cumſtances with that dignity, as my eyes con- 
© vince me they deſerve. Happy are the He- 
© brews, your friends and ſervants, who have the 
© opportunity every day to ſee you, and hear 
« your wiſdom. Upon which account God 1s 
© to be praiſed, who hath ſo loved this coun- 
* try and its inhabitants, as to make you their 
© king.” | 

| But not content to have diſcovered by 
words the high veneration ſhe had for the king, 
ſhe ſhewed it yet farther, by the conſiderable 


preſents ſhe made him, For ſhe gave him 


his temper. After this intercontfe of 


* * e 
" L 


t value. 
to this 
Which 


ſuch a8 


her. For he denied her nothing ſhe asked b: 
but ſhewed himſelf very — and im, 
asked, to confer any favour upon her, ind" by 
his large preſents to diſcover the generoſity of 
ras | l the queen 
of Agypt and Athiopia, and king 0 
and their mutual receiving and returnin of 
preſents, ſhe travelled back into her 1 
country. | 8 


.,, 
Of Solomon's Riches, and his extreme Love for Women how God, offended with 
bin, raiſed up Aderus and Hieroboamus againſt him. Of” his Death, 


BOU T this time were brought to the 
; king, from the Golden-land, precious 
ſtones and pine-wood. The latter he uſed for 
the ſupporters of the temple, and the palace, 
and to make muſical inſtruments with, as harps, 


_ cymbals, pſalteries, and the like, with which 


the Levites were wont to celebrate divine ſer- 
vice. This pine-wood brought to him at this 
time, excelled all other ſorts which he had re- 
ceived before, both for beauty and ſize. Nor 
let any one ſuppoſe it like to that, as is now 
a days called pine-wood, ſuch as tradeſmen 
would put off under that name, that by it they 


may heighten its worth. For theſe have the 


look of a fig- tree, only that they appear more 
white and gloſſy. We judg'd it not amiſs to 
ſpeak this, that the reader may underſtand 
the nature of true pine-wood; eſpecially ſince 
it fell in ſo opportunely with our preſent 
ſubject. | 

The quantity of gold brought the king, 
was ſix hundred and ſixty talents, not rec- 
koning that which was purchaſed of merchants, 
or that which the kings and governors of A- 
rabia ſent him as preſents. Of this gold he 
made two hundred targets, each of which 
weighed ſix hundred fickles. He alſo caſt 
three hundred ſhields, each of which weighed 
three, pounds of gold. All theſe he placed 
in the houſe of the grove of Libanus. The 
cups he uſed at his entertainments were 
made of gold, and embelliſhed very curiouſly 
with precious ſtones. In fine, all his other 
utenſils, of which he had a vaſt number, were 
caſt in gold. There was no merchandizing 
with money in this caſe. For the king had a 
large fleet of ſhips in the ſea of Tar/us, which 
he ſtored with all ſorts of commodities, theſe 
were carried to forcign nations, in return of 
which he received their gold and ſilver, great 
quantities of ivory, blacks and apes. This 
voyage, from its going out to its coming in, was 
computed at three years. 


8 he fame of Solomons virtue and. wiſdom. 


was by this time ſpread in all the countries 


round about, inſomuch that ſeveral kings, dif. 
crediting the extraordinary ſtories told of him, 


were deſirous of perſonally ſeeing him; to 


which end, they ſent him large preſents, as 


teſtimonials of their kindneſs and friendſhip 


for him: They ſent him golden and ſilver 
veſſels, purple habits, and various kinds of aro- 


matic ſpices, horſes and chariots, and mules 


for burthens, whoſe ſtrength and beauty they 
ſuppoſed would greatly pleaſe the king. Now 


if a calculation be made of the horſes and cha- 


riots he had before, and of thoſe now ſent him, 
the number will appear increaſed four hundred 
and more: For he had before one thouſand 
chariots, and twenty thouſand horſes, which for 
beauty and ſwiftneſs exceeded all others. 
Their riders were young men of comely aſ- 
pect, tall of ſtature, well made; their hair hung 
looſe and disſhevelled behind them, and they 
wore Tyrian veſts of purple colour. Add to 
theſe, the golden (a) threads intermixed with 
their hair; which ſhining againſt the ſun, made 
their heads ſeem to be irradiated. They were 
armed with bows, and in this dreſs attended 
the king (himſelf riding in a chariot, and wear- 
ing a white garment) as he marched out of the 
City to a place not far from Hiero/olyma, called 
Ethan, pleaſant for its beautiful gardens and 
delightful fountains. Hither he uſed to g0 
in a morning for his recreation and pleaſure. 
Solomon's extraordinary care, diſcover'd itſelt 
almoſt in every thing. All the high roads 
leading to Hiero/olyma, (the place of his te- 
ſidence) came under his obſervation ; theſe he 
cauſed to be paved with a black kind of ſtone, 
not only to make the ways eafier and more 
commodious for paſſengers and travellers, but 
to ſhow his exceeding great riches, and the 
magnificence of his kingdom. He diſperſed a 
certain number of his chariots into the cities 
round about, reſerving only to himſelf a fen. 


(a) Bochart fancies that our Author deſcribes them according to the Faſhion of his own Times. 


Theſe 
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s he called his chariot cities. He 

Tn = to be as common at Heroſolym- 
as ſtones; and cedar-trees Were as plentiful in 
the fields of Fudea, where they had * 
been ſeen before his time, as ſycamotes. He 
commanded the merchants trading from Egypt, 
to provide him chariots with two horſes, at 
the price of two huꝑdred ſilver drachms each. 
Theſe he ſent to the kings of Hria, and thoſe 

ond Eupbrates. 7%, £190; 

is: * the moſt glorious of all kings, 
and the moſt beloved of God. He excelled 
all thoſe before him, who had enjoyed: the 
ſovereign power over the Hebrews, both in 
wiſdom and riches. But in all this happineſs 
he continued not till his death. He depart- 
ed from the inſtitutions of his forefathers; 
and died very far different from what he had 
lived, and what we have deſcribed him. His 
intemperate luſt after women, and venereal 
leaſures, made him mad. He confined him- 
ſelf not to knowledge ot women of his own 
country, but violating the laws of Moy/es, 
(which forbid any one's marrying a foreign 
woman) he took to wite many foreigners, as 
Sidonians, Tyrians, Ammanites, and Idume- 
ang. He addicted himſelf to the worſhipping 
of their gods; herein irrationally giving way 
to his furious love. This the legiſlator him- 
ſelt wiſely foreſaw ; and upon that account 
forbid intermarriage with women of a foreign 
nation, leſt the Hebrews ſhould be enticed to 
depart from the laws of their fathers, and 


worſhip ſtrange gods. Solomon little regarded 


this precept, being hurried away by a violent 
inclination for pleaſure. Not ſatisfied with 
having the daughter of Pharaon, the Agyptian 
king, for his wife, he had beſides ſeven hun- 


dred others, and three hundred concubines, to 


whom he intirely abandoned himſelf, doing 
every thing conformably to what they adviſed 


him: Nay, he went ſo far, that, in order to 


ſhew his affection to them, and give them a 
demonſtration of his unteigned love, he wholly 
devoted himſelf to the cuſtoms of their coun- 
tries. As he grew more in years, his reaſon 
grew weak, and he became incapable of diſ- 
cerging the falſhood of theſe heatheniſh cu- 
ftoms, and he ſhowed a ſtill greater neglect 
of the true God, by paying adoration to the 


ods of his foreign wives; tho? he had before 


tranſgreſſed the precepts of the law, when he 
made the images of the brazen bulls, and put 
them under the ſea, to ſuſtain it. Alſo, in 
having the lions caſt, and placed about his 
throne. For even ſuch images as theſe were 
forbidden by the law; tho? he had for an ex- 
ampie the uncommon virtue of his father ; for 
an incitement, the fame that ſame father had 
gained, as the juſt reward poſterity beſtowed 
upon him for his piety ; yet for all this he ran 
counter to his ways: And after God had ſe- 
veral times appeared to him in dreams, and 
commanded him to follow and imitate the good 
qualifications of his father, at laſt died in diſ- 
honour, and left the world inglorious. God, 
to warn him of his danger, ſent his prophet to 
him, who acquainted him, that his crimes could 


we, long be conccaled, nor long remain un- 
No. 19, | 
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uniſhed. However, that he ſhould enjoy the 
ingdom while he lived, as God had promiſed 
his father David, that no other than Sylomor 
ſhould ſucceed him; but that after his death 
his ſon ſhould ſuffer for his miſmanagement : 
Not that he would cauſe a defection of the 


whole people from him, bur give ten tribes to 


his ſervant, and only reſerve two for his ſon 
and David's grandſon. That he would do 
this for his lake, who had loved God; and 
for the ſake of the city Hrero/olyma, where he 
had choſe to have his temple. 22% % 

Hlomon, having heard theſe things, was ex- 
ceedingly dejected; he was grieved to the 
laſt extreme, to behold all thoſe things, which 
in the opinion of mankind made him happy, 
changed for the worſe. God quickly after 


this raiſed up an enemy againſt him, called 
Aderus. The ground of his diſaffection to the 


king was as follows: Aderus was by birth an 
Idumean, and of the royal blood. When 


Joab was general over David's army, and had 


ſubdued Idumea, (at the conqueſt whereof he 


continued for the ſpace of ſix months to kill 


all the young men fit to bear arms) Aderus 
fled to Pharacn the Agyptian king, who re- 
ceived him with great humanity, and gave 
him an houſe and lands belonging to it to live 
upon. As he grew up, he bore ſo great af- 
fection to him, that he gave him his wife's 
ſiſter, named Thaphine, in marriage : By her 
he had a ſon, who was educated with Pha- 
raon's children; a while after this Aderus 
came to hear by ſome Agyptians, that Da- 
vid and Foab were both dead. Upon this he 
went to Pharaon, and deſired leave from him 
to return into his own country. Pharaon asked 
him what he wanted, or what injury he had 
received to make him deſire to leave him; 
and tho? Aderus importuned and intreated him 
very much and often, to let him go, yet al- 
ways without ſucceſs, But when Solomon's 
proſperity began to decline on account of his 
crimes, and the indignation God had conceived 
againſt him, Aderus, by Pharabn's permiſſion, 
went into [dumena, where he endeavoured to 
perſuade the people to revolt againſt Solomon ; 
but finding the country too well garriſoned, 
and perceiving he ſhould not be able to work 
any change in it, without expoſing himſelf to 
danger, he went thence and retired into - 
ria ; where he was met by one Razarus, who 
had run away from his maſter Adrazarus, 
king of Sophene ; and very much infeſted the 
country round abofit with a company of rob- 
bers he had under him. Aderus ſtruck a league 
with him, and obtained his gang of Banditti, 
with whom, marching further, he ſubdued that 
part of Syria, and got himſelf proclaimed king. 
At the ſame time he made frequent inroads in- 
to. the country of the Hebrews, and did a great 
deal of miſchief therein, even while Solomon 
was living; and, as if it were a ſmall matter 
tor the Hebrews to be infeſted by a foreign 
war, Solomon was troubled at the ſame time 
with a domeſtic enemy, Hieroboamus the ſon 
of Nabateus. This perſon, from an antient 
oracle a prophet had given him, was excited 
to thoughts of innovation in the government. 
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Bis father died when he was a child, and he 
was brought up by his mother. Solomon ob- 
ſerving in him 4 good natural genius, made him 
overſeer of the building the walls which he 
was at that time building round Hieroſolhma. 
He happened to behave himſelf in his employ- 
rfient FA well, that the king, approving of his 
conduct, made him general over the tribe of 
Joſeph. It fell out about this time, that as 
Hieroboamus was going out of the city, the 
ptophet Achias, coming from the city Kilos, 
met him. After he had ſaluted him, he took 
him a little way out of the road into a certain 
field, where none but they two were preſent, 
when, catching hold of his coat, he rent it 
into twelve parts, bidding him take ten of 
them. After which he ſaid, God is pleaſed it 
bon Id be ſo ; who will rend the Kingdom in that 
manner from Solomon, and give to his ſon, as 
he has promiſed his father Da vid, the to con- 
tignons tribes, but to bi the other ten; becauſe 
Solomon has greatly offended him, in wholly 
abandoning himſelf to the love of women and 


their Gods. As you now are made ſeiifible of 


the 7 why God hath changed his reſolution 
about Solomon, ſee that yon be juſt and obſerve 
the laws . for in following piety and the wor- 
ſhip of God, the chiefeft goed of all, yo will 
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Book VIII 


arrive to that pitch of plory, to hin _ 
know David wig 4 orcs 2 which Jo 

Hieroboamns was a youth naturally of 44 1... 
difpoſition, and aſpiring temper. Then * 
of the prophet elevated him, and made fr 
2 reſtleſs. * 
8 50 


When he was returned + 6: 
he began to reflect upon all * — 
had declared to him; up which he begun : 
ſound the minds of people, and to draw os 
off from their allegiance to Solomon : and 8 
ventured to ask them to fix the crown on = 
own head. Solomon preſently came to hear f 
his intentions and ſecret practices; upon whi 10 
he endeavoured to have him apprehended Fw 4 
put to death: But Hieroboamus happening in 
time to be acquainted with Solomoy?s reſolurio 
againſt him, fled to Su/acts the King of the 
Agyptians, with whom he contitined till Sg 
mon was dead; by which means he preſerred 
himſelf and his pretenſions to the kingdom our 
of all danger. Solomon died in a very advanced 
age, having reigned (1) fourſcore, and lived 
ninety four years. He was buried in Hier. 
Iynia ; and, excepting thoſe faults which his 
fondneſs for women brought upon him in his 
old age, he was the happieſt, richeſt, and 
wiſeſt of all kings. Of thoſe faults, and their 
conſequences to the ſtate of the Hebrews, we 
have already ſaid enough.. 1 1 nel 


Of the People's revolting, after the Death of Solomon, from Roboamus hjs fon: 
a nnd their conſtituting Hieroboamus Ki4g over Ten Tribes, 


A FTER the death of Solomon, his ſon 

. Roboamus (whom he had by an Amma- 
aitifh woman, named Nooma) ſucceeded him in 
the kingdom. 'The princes of the people im- 
mediately upon this ſent meſſengers to Ægypt, 
to recall Hieroboamus. He came to them un- 
to cem; to which place alſo Roboamnus haſten- 
ed, deſigning to ſhew (2) himſelf king to the 
Iſraelites aſſembled there. The princes of the 
people, together with Hieroboamus, went to 
him, and humbly intreated him to make their 
ſlavery ſomething eaſier, and carry himſelf with 
leſs rigour than his father before him had done, 
who had born too hard upon them; that his 
ſubjects would by mild and gentle methods 
be much more eaſily induced to do their duties 
to him, and to pay him a ſtrict allegiance. 
Roboamus told them, he would give an an- 
ſwer to what they deſired in three days. How- 
ever, his not readily complying with their de- 
mands, gave the others too much ground for 
ſuſpicion ; for they imagined, as he was a young 
man, he ought to have ſhewn himfelf frank 
and obliging in the affair. Yet all their hope 


(1) All the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts of Joſephus mention 80. So do Ghcas, Zonaras, Cetrents, and 
others. The Sacred Books however ſay but 40. But Voffus's 
40. Becauſe then Solomon departed from God, and became a 7 
7er Icenfrae ad r ovreniso d x ei⁰ H fronia. Theſe Words nearly agree with Sacred Vi 

which ſays, that all ae went to Sichem to make Reboboam King. 


almoſt in the ſame Senſe; 
ſtute him King. 


£1 


Notwithſtanding 


he fays, he was willing that the 1/7aelites, being aſſembled there, might conti 


TOI % 


was not entirely loſt, becauſe he had not given 
them a total repulſe, but only kept them in 
ſuſpence, that he might conſult what anſwer 
to return them. 2 
Roboamus aſſembled his father's friends, 
with whom he conſulted what anſwer he ſhould 
make the people. They, favouring the intereſt 
of the people, adviſed him to fpeak mildly, 
and ſhew himſelf friendly to them; they bid 
him feem to humour them ſomething more 
than became his royal dignity, for that would 
prove the effectual means of obtaining the 
good will of his ſubjects, who would never 
be better pleaſed, than when they ſaw their 
king carry himſelf friendly and mildly to them. 
this wholeſome counſel, in 
all probability might have been bleſſed with 
a good effect, Roboamus utterly rejected it. 
We are induced to believe, that God was the 
immediate inſtrument of making him deſpiſe 
that counſel, which was entirely calculated for 
his intereſt, After this he ſent for a cabal of 
young men, who had been educated with hum, 
to whom, having related the advice the old 
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. is, that they mention not the | 
ranſgreſſor of the Law. (2) zige, 180. 


ords 


Epipbanius underſtood the 


men 


* 4 9 
27 * * 


5 


e ia he asked their ſentiments upon 
the Lone} whit they thought beſt to 
be done. They; either through want of EN 

erience, or an infatuation God had blinded 
Thoin with, perſuaded him to return this an- 
fer to the people: That his little finger foould 
be thicker than his father's loins © That if they 
had experienced hardſhips under his fat her, 
they ſhould find him till more untractable and 
criel + That if his father had chaſtiſeu them 
with whips, they might expet? he world puniſh 
them with ſcorpions. The king was extremely 
delighted with theſe words, and fancted ſach 
an anſwer was ſuitable to his dignity. When 
the third day was come, the people affembled 
together to hear the anſwer. Every one ſeem- 
ed in a protound ſuſpence, and very deſirous 
of knowing the event. They imagined no- 
thing elſe, than that he would declare him- 
ſelf in ſome courteous and affectionate ſpeech 
to them; but, contrary to all expectation, the 
grave men's counſel was rejected, and the 
young men's was received, and given in anſwer 
to them. This without doubt was brought 
about by the will of God, that the prophecy 
of Achias might be fulfilled. © _ 

Theſe words ſtuck like a dagger within 
their minds, and their concern for them was 
very ſenſible ; they preſently were moved with 
a violent indignation, When, calling out with 
4 loud voice, they ſaid, That from that day 
they wonld have no affinity with David, or his 
pofterity, adding, let him take to himſelf the 
the temple which his father has erected. They 
threatened to revolt from him ; their paſſion 
and rage wete raiſed to ſuch a height, that on 
the king's ſending Adoramus, his treaſurer, to 
appeaſe the tumulr, and beg pardon for his 
words, if they had injured them, or were thought 
too raſh and bold, they would not ſuffer him 
to ſpeak, but took and ſtoned him to death, 
Roboamus perceiving this, and apprehending 
he might ſaffer the ſame death as his miniſter 
had, 2 fear of the worſt, mounted a chariot, 
and fled to Hieroſohma, where the tribes of 
Fudah and Benjamin conſtituted him their 
king. But the reſt of the people, revolting 
from the houſe of David, made Hieroboamus 
their king. Roboamus convoked an aſſembly 
of the two tribes under his command, out of 


which he took one hundred and eighty thou- 


{and choſen men; with theſe he prepared to go 
againſt Hicroloamits and the people, to compel 
them by force and arms to their duty. But 
God by his prophet put a ſtop to his intended 
expedition, (for he privately acquainted him 
with the injuſtice and unlawfulneſs of waging 
war with thoſe of the ſame nation with him; 
and the more ſo, in that God himſelf was the 
author of the people's revolt) upon which ac- 
count he marched not out with his army at 
this time. We ſhall now firſt relate the tranſ- 


actions of Hieroloamus, king of the Hraelites; 
and then thoſe of Roboamns king of the two 
trides : By this means we ſhall be able to pre- 


ſerve a regular order in the courſe of our 
hiſtory. 
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 Hitrobddmnus built” himfelf a palace in the 
Yr of Hrem, which he made the place of his 
reſidente; he erected another in the city cal- 
led Phanuel. This was done a little before 
the feaſt of tabernacles. He bethought him- 
ſelf, if the people were allowed to go to Hie- 
roſolyma to worthip God, it might happen that 
they, being influenced by a motive of repen- 
tance, and taken with the ſplendor of the tem- 
ple, and the grand appearance of the worſhip 
in it, might revolt from him, and go over to 
their former king, by means of which his life 
would be brought into danger; upon which 
account he thought of the following artifice ro 
hinder' them : After he had made two golden 
calves, and erected a temple for each, one in 
the city Bethela, the other in Day, ſituated 
at the head of leſſer Jordan, he placed them 
in the temples of theſe cities. This done, he 
aſſembled the ten tribes under his juriſdiction, 
whom he harangued thus: Tou are not igno- 
rant, my countrymen, I ſuppoſe, that God is 
in every place, and cannot be reſtrained within 
any bounds ; and that he every where liſtens 
to the prayers of thoſe who worſhip him; As 
this is very true, J am unwilling to force you, 
for religion*s ſake, to go to Hieroſolyma, which 
is not only a long and tedious journcy, but a city 
at mortal enmity with you. He was no more 
than a man that built the temple there, and 
I myſelf have prepared you two golden calves ; 
the one ] have conſecrated in Bethel, the other 
in Dan; that all of you who inhabit near 
either of them, may have an opportunity of 
going thither to worſhip God + I will create 
ſome of you prieſts aud Levites, and take care 
that neither the tribe of Levi, nor the line. of 
Aaron, ſhall be wanting in you. Let him, who 
has a mind to become a prieſt, offer a calf aud 
aram to God; for ſo we are told Aaron the fff 
prieſt did. This ſpeech wholly infatuated the 
people, Hieroboamus by it became the author 


of their departing from the religion and laws 


of their country. This was the cauſe of all 


the calamities of the Hebrews ; for this were 


they conquered by foreign nations; for this 
were they led into a miſerable captivity. But 
of theſe things in their proper place. 

The (1) feſtival of the ſeventh month was 
now at hand; upon which Hieroboamus reſolved 
to celebrate the ſame at Bet hela, as the two 
tribes did at Hieroſolyma. He erected an altar 
before the golden calf, and making himſelf the 
high-prieft, went up to it with his other prieſts. 
As he was laying the facrifices upon the altar, 
in the fight of all the people, God ſent the 
prophet Fadon from Hieroſolyma unto him, 
Wi, Faoding in the midſt of the multitude, 
and turning his face towards the altar, ſpoke 
thus in the hearing of the king: O Altar, 


A 


named 7% ſhall be born of. the ſtock of 
David, who ſhall ſacrifice upon thee the 


falſe prophets of theſe times; and burn u 
on thee the bones of the impoſtors and de- 
celvers of theſe times. As a ſure ſignal that 


AA «a a AM A 


(1) The Feaſt of Tabernacles. 


3 c ſudden 


God forerels this unto thee, that a perſon 


this ſhall happen, I will convince you by a 
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Fadon upon this, ptayed for the king. when 


© ſudden miracle. This altar ſhall immediately 
© be clove aſunder, and all the fat of the vic- 
© tims upon it ſhall be ſpilt upon the ground. 
The prophet having ſpoke thus, Hieroboamus 
ſeemed much 5 and ſtretching out his 
hand from the altar, commanded the prophet 
to be apprehended. But preſently the hand 
he ſtretched out dried up, ſo that he could 
not pull it in again to him, it ſtiffened and hung 
down as dead. The altar beſides was rent, 
and all the fat thereon was ſpilt upon the 

round, as the prophet had foretold. The 
king perceiving by this, that Zadon was no 
impoſtor, but one who from a divine impulſe 
foreknew things to come, beſought him to 
pray to God, that his hand might be reſtored. 


uſe, he was very much rejoiced at it, 
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Hieroboamus ſaw his hand reftored to Its right 


ſired of the prophet the favour to I 


him. J7adon told him, That God | 
den him to enter into his houſe, or [a * 
as to taſte either bread or water in that uch 
3 that 10 was commanded not to City 
the ſame road he came, but to 

other way. The ſobriety which a "ra ; 
diſcover'd, very much ſurprized the kn % 
upon which he began to be very ſollicitous 3 ˖ 
doubtful about his own affairs, and, b a 
flecting upon what the prophet had ants 
he foreſaw the event of his actions. i 


3 
return 


CHAP. H. 


Of Jadon's believing a falſe Prophet, and on his returning back, how he was Ji 
by a Lion. Of the Speech the wicked Prophet uſed to ſeduce the King*s Mind 105 


God. 


HERE lived in Bet hela a certain wicked 
man, a falſe prophet, and very old, who 


was in much eſteem with Heroboamus, and 


ſpoke every thing in his favour. At this time 


he kept his bed, by reaſon of his great age; 


his ſons happen'd to come and tell him, that a 


prophet had come from Hieroſolhma, and done 


many remarkable wonders ; namely, how he 
had cauſed Hieroboamus's hand to wither, and 
upon his praying to God, had again reſtored 


and made it ſound and well. Theſe words 


made the old man apprehenſive of the ſtrange 

rophet's getting into greater favour with the 
Ling than he then was; upon which he order- 
ed his ſons immediately to ſaddle his aſs, that 
he might ride after him: The ſons preſently 
perform'd his command; upon which he mount- 
ed and rode after the prophet, whom he found 
reſting himſelt under an high and ſhady oak. 


He firſt paid his compliments to him, and then 


expoſtulated with him why he did not turn 
back, and partake of his entertainment: Jadon 
excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, God had forwarn- 
ed him not to take either meat or drink from 
any one in that city. But, anſwered the other, 
He did not prohibit you from eating at my ta- 
ble. I am a prophet as well as you ; and my 
religion towards God is the ſame as yours, I am 
now come by his order to carry you back and 
make you my gueſt. Fadon, giving credit to 
his ſeducing words, went back with him : 
While they were at dinner, and entertaining 
one another in converſation, God appeared to 
Fadon, and threatened to puniſh his violation 


of the command given him, and ſignified to him 


the kind of puniſhment he ſhould undergo for 
it, namely, that in his return home, he ſhould 
be met by a lion, which ſhould kill him; 
by which means he ſhould not be buried in the 
ſepulchre of his fathers. We are of opinion, 
that God was the immediate inſtrument of do- 
ing this; that Hieroboamus's heart might be 
harden'd to a disbelief of Fadon's words, up- 
on ſo remarkable a death. As Fadon was 
returning to Hiero/o/yma, he was met by a lion, 


which pulled him off of his aſs and killed him 


The aſs received no manner of hurt, but the 
lion fat down and watched both it and the 
n body, until ſome paſſengers coming 
y, and ſeeing what was done, went to the 
city, and acquainted the falſe prophet there. 
with. As ſoon as he had heard the relation. 
he commanded his ſons to go and fetch the 
body into the city, which he magnificently 
buried. He ordered his ſons, when he ſhould 
die, to put him in the ſame ſepulchre with 
Fadon ; ſaying, that what he had prophecied 
againſt that city, the altar, prieſts and falſe 
prophets, were undoubtedly true; that for his 
part, if he was buried with him, his body 
would by that means eſcape any violence, as 
both their bones being then blended together, 
could not eaſily be diſtinguiſned. As foon as 
Fagon's funeral ſolemnities were over, and 
the ſons inſtructed, their wicked and impious 
father went to Hieroboamus, and © Why are 
© you, ſaid he, ſo much diſturbed at the words 
of a madman?” After the king had told him 
the accidents that had befallen the altar and 
his hand, (calling at the fame time Fagoy 
a man of God, and the beſt prophet) he be- 
gan to leſſen his opinion of him by cunning 
and malicious inſinuations, and to weaken the 
truth of what had been perform'd by him, by 
advancing plauſible natural reaſons for it. He 
firſt of all endeavour'd to perfuade him, that 
his hand through over much fatigue in bearing 


the victims had been benumbed ; but, after 


taking a little reſt, had come to itſelf again; 
that as for the altar, being but newly built, and 
overloaded with the great number of ſacrifices 
laid upon it, it had cracked with the heavy 
weight, and fallen down, He laſtly acqualut- 
ed him with the death of Fadon, (who had 
foretold theſe things ;) how he was ſlain by a 
lion, which made it demonſtrable, he had ſpoke 
nothing, nor had any inherent quality in him, 
that declared him a prophet: By ſuch ſpeeches 
as theſe, he obtained the king's belief; an 


after he had wholly ſeduced him from Got 
a 
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I manner of iniquity. 
— 10 abandoned, and ſo loſt to all no- 


rions of a God, that he made it his conſtant 
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and all juſt and pious thoughts. He forced endeavour: and practice, to commit ſome new 


He became ſo and deteſtable wickedneſs every day. But of 
this enough at preſent. W 


CHAP. X. 


4 of Roboamus, and God's puniſbing bis Impiety by Suſacus. 


> 0 BOAMU'S, Solomon's ſon, reign'd, as 
R we have mentioned in the foregoing, over 
two tribes. He built ſeveral large and forti- 
fed cities, as Bethleem, Etame, T, hecoe, Bet h. 
ſur, Sec ho, Adollam, Tpan, Mareſa, ' Ziph, 
Adoraim, Lachis, Azec, Sataim, Elom, and 
Chebron. Theſe were erected in the tribe of 

udah : He built other large cities in the 
tribe of (a) Benjamin, which he likewiſe forti- 
fied, putting into every one of them garri- 
ſons and governors, and laying up in them 
a great proviſion of corn, wine, and oil, with 
all other neceſſaries of life. Beſides, he ſtored 
them with ſhields and ſpears. for many thou- 
ſands of men. There repair'd to him unto 
Hieroſolyma, from all quarters of the Hrae- 
lites, the prieſts and Levites, and the reſt of the 
people who preſerved a true and unſpotted 
conſcience. They left their native cities to go 
and worſhip God at Hiero/olyma, after the 
cuſtom of their country. They were violently 


enraged to think they ſhould be forced to pay 


adoration to the calves Hieroboamns: had ſet 


hich, the intereſt of Roboamus encreaſed 
for three years prodigiouſly, His firſt wife 
was a kinſwoman of his, and by her he had 
three children. The ſecond he married was 
alſo akin to him, her name was Mac hana, the 
was Abeſalom's grandaughter, by Thamara. his 
daughter: Rabovamns had a ſon by her, whom 


had more by other wives; but Machana he 
loved above all of them. He married eighteen 
legitimate wives, and converſed with 30 concu- 
bines; by whom were born to him two and 
thirty ſons, and ſixty daughters. He was de- 
firous of having Abias, Mac hana's ſon, for his 
ſucceſſor in the kingdom; for which reaſon he 
made him his treaſurer, and ſupetintendant over 
his fortified cities. © f r % 
We are induced to believe, that proſperity 
and grandeur very often prove the cauſe Why 
men become wicked, and contemners of God 
and juſtice, and why: their affairs often fun to 
ruin; for Roboamus, findipg fis kingdom vaſt- 
ly enriched and increaſed, abandoned himſelf 
to all manner of fin and wickedneſs; he not 
e ! SE e © on e 
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(a) Theſe Cities, which Foſepbus bas e b 


ted the Actions of the one unto the other. 


more particular Account of this 


19. 


uf; their diſcontent was very great, by means 
of w 


he called Alias. Beſides theſe children, he 


only rejected the 9 and * of the 
true God, but by his bad example, made a 
thorough change in the morals of his ſub jects: 
For it is found by experience, that the ill con- 
duct of princes has a ſtrong influence upon 
the minds of thoſe under their government; 
nay, that ſubjects often imitate the errors 
and miſtakes of their princes, as ſo many ex- 
cellencies; and live under an opinion, that 
the imitation of the imperfections of their 
rulers, carry in them the mark of political 
virtue, and duty to a- prince. Thoſe who 
obeyed Roboamus, had this peculiar quality 
to themſelves, namely, that whilſt he conti- 
nued to tranſgreſs the laws of His country, 
and run counter to the expreſs commands of 
God, they made it their ſole buſineſs to 
pleaſe him in every unjuſt act he committed, 
and to offend him in nothing. God ſent Su/acus, 
king of the Agyptians, to revenge this affront 
offered to his honour upon him. Herodotus 
miſtakes this prince, and (+4) attributes his 
actions to Seſoſtris, Suſacus, in the 5th year 
of Roboamus's reign, march'd with an army 
againſt him, which conſiſted of many thouſands 
of men. There followed him from Ægypt, 
twelve hundred chariots, ſixty thouſand horſe, 
and (c) four hundred thouſand foot. The ar- 
my was for the moſt part made up of Lybians 
and Æthiopians. After he had made an in- 
road into the country of the Hebrews, he took, 
without ſtriking one blow, many of Roboamns*s 
beſt fortified cities; which he firſt garriſon'd, 
and afterwards march'd up to Hieroſohima.” 13 
Roboamus and the people finding themſelves 
ſhut up in the city, by reaſon of this expedi- 
tion of Suſacus, went and begged ef God to 
give ſucceſs to their arms; but theit prayers 
were fruitleſs, and God was entirely againſt 
them. Sameus the prophet told them, that the 
almighty had denounced this curſe againſt them; 
That as they had forſook his worſhip and re- 
ligion, ſo he would forſake them. As ſoon as 
they had heard this, their hearts began to fail 
them, and ſeeing no likelihood of Lifery left 
them, they betook themſelves to repentance, 
and confeſſed the juſtice of God, in the doom 
he had pronounced on them, ſeeing: they had 
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fituated, Part in Fudah, and Part in Benjamin. Relan. — (0 p un Mea $6 88 1 — 
that Joſephus took both of theſe Kings to be the ſame; as ſome —- ; 


roniouſly, On the contrary it is evident he underſtood 


It by no Means from hence 
10 learned Men have imagined, but er- 
them as different Princes; tho Herodotus hath attribu- 


| If Joſephus, as theſe Gentle ill have 1 of Opinion 
at they really Were one and the ſame Perſon, Aa thae he who is called 8% ee ee 
: ebrews named Syſacus; he has innocently related it fo, without incurrin 


ig by Herodotus, is by the 
g the Imputation of Error, ſince, 


etween the Words Suſacus or Siſucus, and S:/3Rr3+. na Imoſt all theſe es in th -whi 
we meet with in Greek Authors there is 10 1 Ade L. x all theſe Names in the Sacred Books, which 


Perixonius, to whom refer the Reader ſor a 


Forty Thouland, bu by Miſtake, bie Book of Appeian Origins, Chap. w. (e) Fpiphanius tays 
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199 PravinsJoarrnrs 
behaved themſelves ſo impiouſly againſt him, 


and. violared, the commandments of his law. 
God pitying their deſpondency, and dejettion of 
ſpirit, told his prophet, that he would not to- 
tally deſtroy them, but make them ſlaves to 
the yyptians, that they might know, whe- 


ther it was eaſier to obey God than man. 


After Suſacus had taken the city without the 
hazard of a fight, ( Roboamus through fear letting 
him enter the - walls,) certain conditions were 
ſtipulated between them; but Suſacus preſently 
broke through them, and plundered the tem- 
ple, taking away not only God's, but the king's 


_ treaſures, an immenſe quantity of gold and 


filver, without ſo much. as leaving the. leaſt 
thing behind him. He carried away the golden 
helmets and ſhields made by king Solomon, not 


| ſparing the golden arrows, which David re- 


ceived trom the king of Spphene, and dedicated 
to God. When he had committed theſe acts 
of violence, he marched home. Herodotus of 
Halicarnaſſus mentio4z this expedition, and 
only errs in the name of the (a) king. He ſays, 
he invaded feveral other nations, and brought 
under his obedience yria-paleftine, taking all 
the men in that country priſoners, without 
ſo much as hazarding a battle. It is plain this 
author's deſign was to expoſe our nation, as 
being made flaves to the A*gyprians : For he 
tells us, that in the land of thoſe. who, had 
ſurrendred themſelves without engaging, there 
were pillars erected and left by him, upon 
which were engraved the () privy parts 
women. It is true Roboamus our king, ſur- 


CHAP. XI. 


Of Hieroboamus's Son's Death, Of the Overthrow given Hieroboamus by 


tine who circumciſe themſelyes except u 


„ 89 
me} 
+ Ht ; 1 


rendered to him the city, before ha fl l. 


(4) Athiopians receiv d the cuſtom . 


ciling the privy parts from the Ten; 
and adds, thar the Phenicians and B, 
who dwell in Paleſtine, confeſs themſelyes that 
they learned it from the A*gyptians. Bur it 1 


plain, there are no other people in Syria-paleſ. 


theſe things let every one judge as he 9 


After the departure of Saſacus, Rabdama 

a like number of brazen helmets and rior 

in exchange for the golden ones, and * 

ted them to the care of the officers of his u. 

lace, His reign was not remarkable for 
eat actions, or occurrences, but on 


any 


ed him, on account of the enmity bet 

him and Hieroboamus, He ted Tang 175 
and ſeven years, in the ſeventeenth of 15 
reign, He was a man inſolent and imprudent. 
and who, by his rejecting the advice of his fa. 
ther's friends, loſt great part of his kingdom: 
He was buried at Hieroſolyma, in the ſepulehre 
of the kings. Abias his ſon ſucceeded him in 
the kingdom, in the eighteenth year of Hierg. 
boamus, king of the ten tribes. 'This is the 
period of Roboamus; it remains now that we 
return to Hieroboamus, and relate how he en- 
ded his life. He did every thing he could in- 
vent to diſhonour God. He ere cted altars upon 
the mountains, and created prieſts out of the 


of dregs of the common people. 


„ - 4+ Ji} 


| Abiz and 


the ſhort Time he lived after it. Of Afanus's Succeſſion to the Kingdom, and how 
| Baſanes, after Hieroboamus's Death, Slew bis Son Nadabus and all bis Race, 


THE time was haſtening on apace, when 

| God was determined to revenge on Hie- 
roboamus and his poſterity, the enormous crimes 
he had been guilty of. About this time his 
ſon (e) Obunes was lick, Hieroloamus, com- 
manded his wife to take off the garment ſhe 
wore, and put on a priyate perſon's dreſs, and 
o to the prophet Achias; (who had a wonder= 
| gift in foretelling events to come, and had 
himſelf diſcover'd to him the method of his ob- 


to his preſence, he enjoined her, to enquire as 
if ſhe was a ſtranger about her ſon, whether or 
no he ſhould recover from the illnefs he was 
fick of, According to the advice of her huſ- 
band, ſhe changed her dreſs, and went to the 


"7 Siloe, where Achias liv'd. As ſhe was 


upon entring his houſe, ( Achias was now 


- 


taining the kingdom, ) as ſoon as ſhe came in- 


dimſighted through age,) God appeared to hum, 
and ind ww. that Hieroboams's wite 
was coming to him: At the ſame time he 
told him, the manner in which he ſhould an- 
ſwer her in the inquiry ſhe came to make 
Upon her approaching his houſe, in the habit 
of a ſtranger and private perſon, he cried out 
* : Come in, O wife "4 | py 
why do you diſguife yourſelf? For you can- 
c — Ade paul — God; who, hath ads 
moniſhed me by a viſion of your coming, 
and put into my mouth the very words I am 
to ſpeak unto you. When you ate returned 
to your husband, I enjoin you to fay thus 
unto: him. Foraſmuch as 1 have advanced 
thee from a poor and low eſtate to great ho- 
nour, and have rent the houſe of avid to 
put thee in poſſeſſion of a kingdom ; Jet 


A 


A 


a a a A a M A 


(s) vis. Of Sufacus, as if this Expedition had been made by Syſacur, mentioned, by rage and98 


by Seſiſtris by the ſame Author mentioned. 


Hud. This gave riſe to Antigonus's being call'd Antigona, for his ſervile Submiſſion. Sefus- 


b) To ſtigmatize their Effeminacy and 1 5 


bello. ” © (c) In Furerpe, Chap. Civ. it is thus fig, © The Colebine, Zeyprians, and Effie 
are the only Nations 2 all Mankind, who circumciſe their privy parts; the 8 and Syrians ſay ack 


learnt it from the Agyprians. 


Seventy call him Abijab. 


. (d) That the A#hioplans and Syrians of Paleſtive took up 
Cuſtom of Circumcifing from the /Fgyptians ; See Herodotus, Lib. II. Chap. ciy, Spanbeim. () = 


Book VIII. 


© thou haſt forgot my kindneſſes, and reject- 
. my — * — made gods of gold, 
© and adored them: I will now cut thee off, 
and deſtroy all thy poſterity, and make them 
a prey to dogs aud the ſowls of the air. 
will raiſe up a king among the Iaclites, 
who ſhall leave none remaining of the houſe 
of Hieroboamus, The people ſhall be invol- 
ved in the puniſhment 1 wilt fend, and they 
(hall be driven out of the happy land they 
now enjoy, and baniſhed beyond Kyphrates, 
becauſe they have followed the impieties ot 
their king, and worſhipped, in contempt of 
my religion, the gods he made. Do you, O 
woman, haſten back to your busband, and 
« acquaint him with theſe things. You fhall 
« find your ſon dead at your return; for the 
moment you ſet your foot in the city, he 
« ſhall depart this lite, and his burial ſhall be 
attended with an univerſal mourning ; be- 
© cauſe he ſhall be eſteemed the only one of 
the poſterity of Hierol oamus who had any 
good in him.“ When the prophet had thus 
rophecied, the woman was exceedingly di- 
pirited, but the mention of the death of her 
{on quite overwhelmed her; ſhe threw her 
ſelt out of the door, and haſtened back ; all the 
way ſhe went, ſhe did nothing but lament 
and weep for her ſon. The haſte ſhe made 
was the greateſt diſaſter to her; for by that 
means ſhe haſtened the death of her ſon. Af- 
ter ſhe was got home, ſhe tound, according to 
the prediction of the prophet; her ſon dead; 


aA ak 'a aA a 6 A aa a a & A 


upon which ſhe acquainted the King with every 


thing ſhe had been told. | 
Hieroboamus however, diſregarded theſe 
threatnings ; and was perpetually raiſing ſol- 
diers. He undertook an expedition againſt 
Abias, Roboamus's ſon, who had ſucceeded him 
in the government, As this prince was very 
young, he very little regarded him, Abias, 
aving received intelligence of Hieroboamus's 
march, was not in the leaſt de jected: But, af. 
ter he had muſtered up an army out of the two 
tribes, with a prudence and courage much be- 
yond his years, and more than what the enemy 
expected, he met Hieroboamus at a. place, 
called the mountain (a) Semaron, where he in- 
camped and drew up his army in order. of 
battle. His army conſiſted of four hundred 
thouſand men; Hierchoamus's of double that 
number. When both ſides were ready for the 
battle, Ahias made a ſignal from an eminence, 
and defired Hieroboams and his army, 'before 
the engagement began, to come to. a. parley. 
Silence preſently was proclaimed, when he 
began to ſpeak thus: © I need not acquaint you 
© with God's beſtowing npon David and his 


* poſterity for ever this kingdom: I. am ſur- 


; prized at your N ha my father, 
taking the ſide of his ſervant Hieroboamus, 
and your appearing now in arms againſt thoſe 
whom God hath decreed to reign, with de- 
ſign to wreſt the kingdom out of their hands. 
by eeroboamus is already in poſſeſſion of the 
„ "ger part of it, but very unjuſtly. How- 
eber, the time of his continuance therein is 


Of the: Antiquities of tbe Jews! 


4599 
< 'yery ſhorts After God has deſervedly pu- 
©-niſhed him for' the crimes he has committed, 
© he will then (ceaſe to commit thoſe out- 
< rageous affronts to his ſacred authority and 
© majeſty, which he has eyer to this time 
been committing againſt” him: He is the 
« ſole author of your many enormities. My 
« father never injured you in any thing, un- 


© leſs in a word or two dropt unadviſedly in 


© a ſpeech he made you; and this was occa- 
« 'fioned by the advice of bad counſellors. 


© You abandoned him through a pretence of 
ill ; but in fact, you withdrew your- 
© ſelves from God and his laws. It had been 
© bur juſtice, as he was young, and unexperi- 
« enced in governing a nation, and you your 
« ſelves' had received fo many benefirs f 

his father Solomon, if you had pardoned 
© him, the words which you thought pro- 


© nounced in too tyrannical a ftile ; nay, if 
he had been guilty of ever ſo great injuries 


0 

© againſt you, his youth, and want of know- 
« ledge in ſtate affairs, ought to have excuſed 
© him: The good actions of parents ought to 
c attone for the miſcarriages of their ſons. 
« Notwithſtanding this, you never called to 
mind or reflected upon this at that time, 
© nor do now, but are come out againſt us 
© with a numerous army ; tell me, I pray you, 
© on what account you expect victory. Are 
© your hopes of ſucceſs founded on your 
* placing the golden calves in your high 
© places, which are ſo many demonſtrations 
« of your impiety, not religion? Or on the 
8 mulrimde of your hoſt ? If an army con- 
« ſiſted of millions, and the men compoſing it 
© were wicked and impious, it would avail 
0 min; A Juſtice and piety are the only 
« groundworks on which to build a firai hope 
< of gaining victory over an enemy that now 
< oppoſes himſelf to us, that have conſtantly 
: mand 

c 
C 
c 
c 
t 
c 
c 
* 
c 
c 
c 
c 


practiſed the commandments of the law, and 


worſhipped our God, not one built with the 


workmanſhip of the hand, and made 'of pe- 
riſhable matter. No artful and wicked 
king among us, has endeavour d to im- 
pole 2 falſe religion on the credulity of the 
people : But we have obeyed that ſupreme 
Being, who is from himſelf, the beginning 
and ending of all things. Wherefore I now 
exhort you to repent, and following better 
advice for the future, deſiſt from the war 
you have begun, and pay obedience to your 
country's inſtitutions, and conſider what it 
was that raiſed you, to the great happineſs 
f. YS-POIW. e aid nt 005; 

Abias in this manner harangued the army 
of Hieroboamus; but while he was ſpeaking, 


a detachment of the enemy was ſent do hemn 


him in: His ſoldiers ſeeing him ; ſurrounded 
on every, fide, were truck with 4 Þ 

and their courage began to fail them; Abias 
endeavoured to encourage: them, by exhorting 
them to place their confidence in God ; who 
was not to be circumyented or ſurrounded by 


* 


an enemy. Upon this, all of them unanimouſ- 


ly implored the aſſiſtance of God. The prieſts 


(a) In the Books of Epiphanius, Amorreorum mons. A Mountain of the Amorites. 
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a;while-after ſounded their trumpets, and the 
encounter began with à great ſhout : The cou- 
rage of the enemy was immediately daunted, 
and their ſpirits failed them; for God made 
the army of Ahias victorious. So many of 
Hierohoamus's fide were killed in the field of 
battle; that (a) never GEreeks or Barbarians 
could boaſt of ſuch a ſlaughter. The won- 
derful and ſurprizing great victory obtained 
at this time, was entirely _—_ to the pro- 
tection God lent them; they flew upon the 
ſpot five hundred thouſand of | the enemy, 
took by ſtorm their beſt fortified cities, and 
rifled Bet hela, and Iſana, with their dependan- 
cies. This defeat ſo effectually broke the pow- 
er of Heroboamus, that while Abias lived, he 
never was able to make head againſt him. Abias 
did not long ſurvive this victory; but after a 
ſhort reign of three years died, and was buried 
at Hieroſolyma in the ſepulchre of the kings; he 
left; behind him two and twenty ſons and ſixteen 
daughters, by fourteen different wives. A/ans 
his ſon ſucceeded him in the government ; whoſe 
mother's name was Maacha. During his reign 
the land of 1/7ae/ enjoyed a ten years tran- 
quility. , DOT et en ee | 


* 
nn 
. | « & © 


Of the Defeat. given Zareus, King of the 


454 N US, king” of the Hiero/olymites, 


was a' perſon of moſt ſtrict morals, and ft 


great piety, one that lived and acted in a con- 
ant obedience to, and obſervance of all the 
precepts 'of the law, and all the duties of 
religion. His only aim was his country's good; 
he uſed all poſſible means to ſuppreſs licen- 
tiouſneſs and immortality within his Kingdom; 
he had an army of ſele& men, which was 
compoſed out of the tribe of Judah, and 
conſiſted of three hundred thouſand men, 
bearing ſhields and ſpears. He had another, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, of two hundred and 


fifty thouſand, bearing bows and buücklers. In 


the tenth year of his reign Zareus, king of 
ZEtbiopia; 'matched againſt him with an army 
of nine hundred thouſand foot, one hundred 
thouſand horſe, and! three hundred: chariots. 
As: he approached the city Marra, (which is 
in F444p) with his army, Afants came up 
with him, and put his men in a poſture of 
battle, in a valley called Saphet ha, not far di- 


* 


ſtant from the city. When he obſery'd the 


raſt numbers of the enemy, he faiſed his voice 
diondg and begged the affiſtance of God againſt 
the power of ſo formidable an hoſt, for he ſaid, 
He put his entire confidence in him alone, who 
was able to give the victory to the few and 
G Denne ieee nas! 
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ſanes, immediately after his death, ſei 
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Ibe foregoing account is all that is. .. 
our knowledge o Abias the fon = ns ” 
Hieroboamus, king of the ten tribes; r ry 
two wg nc years reign, died. Nag M 4 
his ſon ſucceeded him in the kingdom, whe 
Aſanus had held the government one year He 
reigned two years; and in acts of impiety Far 
injuſtice every way equalled: his father. H 

led an army aga inſt the city Gabaths, be * 
ing to the Paleſtines, which he reſolyeq ©, 
take by ſiege; but during the expedition uh 
cut off by the treachery of one Baſanes the 
ſon of Nelchel, and his intimate friend. A0 


zed upon 
whole fi. 
the prediction 
ied, ' For thoſe of 
in the city, fell a 


the kingdom, and pur to death the 
mily of Hieraboamus. Belides, 
of God herein was verified. 
them * _ flain 
prey to the dogs; and thoſe in the fe 

to the bards, Fuch was the i n 
to the race of Hieroboamus; and ſuch Was 
the puniſhment deſervedly inflicted upon 
him, for his daring impieties and monſtrous 
injuſtice. 0 "i we a a © 


tbe Ethiopians, by Aſanus. How Aſanus, upon 
_ © "Baſanes's' proclaiming War againſt him, implored the Afiſtance of the King of Da. 
maſcus. Of the whole Famih of Baſanes's being aſſaſſmated; after which? 
obtained the Kingdom,” and was ſucceeded therein, by his Son Achabus, 


Lamares 


weak over the numerous and ſtrong ; and there- 
fore he ventured to engage Zareus.“ Aſanus 
having thus ſpoke, God gave him a ſign of 
victory, upon which he began the onſet cou- 
ragiouſly and chearfully. It was not long be- 
fore the enemy were put to the rout with an 
1mmenſe ſlaughter : Thoſe' who eſcaped fled 
and he purſued them into the country of Gera- 
rar, His ſoldiers at length ceaſing to purſue 
and to ſlay the flying, went to pillaging the 
enemy and plundering their camp; out of 
which they took a vaſt booty of gold, filyer, 
camels, aſſes, and ſheep. Aſanus and * 
army having, by the immediate aſſiſtance ol 
God, obtained this glorious and advantageous 
victory, returned to Hieroſolyma. When they 
were come near the city, Azarias the prophet 
met them; who after he had commanded them 
to make a ſtand, began to ſpeak in the follow- 
ing manner: That God had beftowed upon then 
the victory, for their piety and juſtice, and the 
ſubmiſſion they had diſcovered to his. divine will; 
that 4 they, he told them, continued to aft as 
they had begun, God would always make the 
viltorious over their enemies, and bleſs them with 
4 continued felicity, But if they performed 
otherwiſe, and departed from the religion 199 
then profeſſed, then overy thing ſhould ſuceee 
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(a) If he had ſaid that Fifty. Thouſand were ſlain, (as ſome will have it) how came he to boaſt ſo much 
of this ſlaughter, as if neither Greeks or Barbarians had ſeen the like in any of their Wars. But he Was - 
ſuch a Stranger eithet in the Greek or Roman Hiſtories as to be ignorant of many Slaughters much more ie 
rible and greater than this, 5 
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pportunity was in their hands, to purſue 
. * 4 lbs the love of God 'towatds 
juſtice, and va 1 
them, The king and the army were exceed- 
ingly rejoiced at the words they had heard from 
the mouth of the — They began to 
make it their entire buſineſs, publick yo 
vate, to preſerve juſtice, and keep the worth 
of God uncorrupt and pure. But ſtill, further 
to put in execution his good deſign, the King 
commiſſioned perſons in every part of His king- 
dom, to take care the ptecepts of the law were 
ly obey d. „ At 

1 this Leder were the affairs of Aſunns 
king of the two tribes: We'ſhall now return 
to Baſanes, king of the Iſraelites, who had 
ut to death Nadabus, Hieroboamits's fon, and 
eized upon the kingdom. He dwelt in tlie 
city Tharſa, where he had a palace, and reign- 
ed therein four and twenty years. He was 


impious and exceedingly tyrannical, ene nt 


frrangers.* Wherefore he exhorted them, While 


k 1 
* 
- 


himſelf towards his ſubjects with inſolence an 

| hanghtineſs,' ann diſhonotiring the worthip o 
God. The prophet Jehu came and told him, 
That God would totally extirpate his ruce, ann 
deſtroy it in the ſame dreadful manner he had 
done that of, Hieroboamus, becauſe he ban not 
 anfwer*'d the charafter of a king with which 
He was honoured, which was to govern the 
people under him with piety and juſtice, (two 
things not only profitable to man, but always 
Hegjng to God,) but had followed the wicked 
example 7 Hieroboamus ; adding, that as he 
had made himſelf like him, it was but juſtice 
he ſhould undergo the like puniſhment with him. 
Baſanes, though he had heard theſe terrible 
threats, forbore not to commit the ſame crimes, 
but thought it a ſcandal to be outdone in his 
daring wickedneſs, and a mean thing in him to 
have recourſe to God for pardon; but as 
ſome obſtinate perſons, who propoſe to theni- 


ſelves ſome certain end, never. ceaſe; when 


once embark'd in an affair, till they have 
accompliſhed their deſigns : In like manner, 
from the prophet's admonition, and threatning 


his houſe with a total extirpation, he became 


ſtill worſe and worſe ; and from the commiſ- 
ſion of the moſt enormous crimes, puſhed 
himſelf on deeds more heinous, if poſſible. 
From day to day, he laboured to improve 
in vice and irreligion. He made another ex- 
pedition, and march'd with an army againſt 
Ramat hon, (a City of no ſmall importance, and 
diſtant from Hieroſolyma about forty furlongs) 
which he took, fortified, and reſolved to put a 


ſtrong garriſon in it, who, ſallying out from 


the Hut, 


1s Pic 


_ 


hip ceived the preſent, and diſſolvi 
league between him and Hanus. 


were from him engaged in 


201 


; 


'Mevitably fetl; where 
Hots to the 'kiig ol Damiſzit, with lat 
preſents of gold and filver, to iniplote his a- 
fitance,” ant put him ib thind' of the League gf 

ich was ſölefitlly fituck berwech 


friendſhip, s folemnly ſtruch c 
both their fathers. The king courteouſly re- 
at, and diflolring the amity 

between him and Baſanes, made a firmet 
m and 2 This done, 

they acted in confederacy together, and de- 
tached their officers of both armies to go and 
"diſturb the cities in Baſalles's jutiſdiction; to 
this end they immediately went, ſome of them 
they burnt, and others they ſack d. Among 
the reſt they plundered the cities Abion, Dan, 
and Abellana, beſides a gteat many others. 
As ſoon as the king of the I/raclites came to 
hear of theſe outrages, he left fortifying Ra- 
mat hon, and went with the utmoſt expedition 
to aſſiſt his ſubjects, and revenge their ill 
treatment. Aſanus, in the mean time, erected, 
out of the inatetials Baſanes had prepared for 
building Ramat bon amd left behind him, two 
ſtrong cities in the ſame place: One of them 
he called Gaba, the other Ma/pha. Baſanes, 
after this, was never able to lead an army, or 
make head againſt Aſanus, being (a) prevented 
by death. He was buried in Thar/q, and his 
ſon Elanus ſucceeded him in the government. 
This prince, after a ſhott reign of two years, 
came to an untimely end. Bares, general 
over the one half of the forces, laid in wait 
for him and flew him; the murther was 
thus, he otder d ſome of his horſemen to ruſh 
in upon him, as he Tat at an entertainment 
at Orſu his ſteward's honſe, to which he had 
invited him for the better execution of his 
bloody deſign ; while his parts and officers 
beſieging Gabautb, 


a city of the 'Paleftines. 


After Zamares h d t Elanus to death, he 


ſeized upon the kingdbm for himlelf, and flew 


all the race of Baſhnes, which verified the 
9 Jebu. His family met with the 
like diſaſters, as we habe juſt before menti- 
oned, befel the hꝭuſe of Hie roboadmugs. When 
the army that laid ſiege to Gabaath, came to 
hear of the accident that had happened to 
their king, and of Zumures's ſeizing tlie Ring- 
dom after he had miirehler' d him, t ey elected 
Amarinus their geriettl for their king, who 
eſently Rn from Gabaath, mutch'd to 
buarſaz-(the city of the king's reſidence,) and 
took it by ſtorm. But finding the place un- 


guatded, he wert into an inner Apartment of 


(a) Dandiliy the French Man, and Sir Roper LBftratize after Him. fay thus: back 3464: grid pie 

il | , * w £ , Ui n, Ay thus: This was the laſt of: 
3 ventures, for he was cut on by Coron.” \ By this Akoubt We aße inade th was the lab of Reghs 
Yeon, wno he was does not appear,) aftaflinated Bagſba, aedording to the Editions of our Author 
d by the foregoing Gentlemen, 2 the Greek Word: 10 15 e 0f ON TNT 


19. 
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m G foregoing, we may. leary 


hy - oh ee 


om 


his loves. is extended 
ad direful 


means Amarints,. became, king of; all the 505 ings of the J/taclites; for the many him. 
h 8 


Jr atlites » He began his reign in th thirtieth 
year of Hſauus; and continued in the admini- 


T ſovereiguty Jong: but were buried , 


Atratidn twelve yeats, fix of which he reigned gf the world by, ſome untimely end er aha 


N 1 


U 


the mountain upon which it was built; there age, the juſt reward of his exquife 


In TLar/a, and the other ſix in, the city Se- and their race extirpated by him cho fucceedeg 


areon, called by the Greeks Samaria, he cal- Aſauus, king of che Hiero/olymites und the td 
led it Semareon from Semarus, who ;told. him tribes, enjoyed an happineſs, and a 


length 'of 
© juſtice 


was no difference between him and. the, kings and uncommon, devotion; For he reigned 


% 


his piedeceſors, except. that ,of bis being 


more wicked than they; for all of them 
made it their daily practice to commit the 
gröſſeſt impieries,. with deſign to alienate the 
minds of their ſubje&ts from the, ſervice 
ald fear of God; upon which , account the 
Almighty ſucceſſively cut them off by ſome 
aicomnion death,, apd entirely, .rooted heir 
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kde Kings his Predeceſſors hed diſcquered befone hin. Of the Adlio pe 
Es the Prophet Elias; and what, happened t 


+ 


l 3 3 4111 


L» 3ha e Zain 21 ; Ba? 3 a 
5 7 CH AB US, king of the 1/raelites,, dwelt ' 


311 in Hamaria, and held the government 
two and twenty y eats; he cauſed no altera- 


tion in the laws of, his predeceſſors, except in 


- 


making them, worſe than he; found them, the 
natural effect of his abandoned and monſtrous 
impiety; all their miſcarriages he perfectly 
imitated; he was a notorious contemner of the 
divine being of God, and above all things 
endeavoured to copy the impious liſe of Hie- 
roloamus. He not only. paid adoration to the 
golden calves made and ſet up by him, but 
Vas remarkable for more monſtrous and abſurd 
inventions ot his Vn. He married Jezabela, 
daughter of It hobalus, king of the Tyrians 
and Sidonians ; from whom he learned the 
. worſhip of the gods of her country. Feza- 
_ bela was a, woman of a bold and unſtable tem- 
per; her. wanton and frantick humour drove 
. her, to 7 77 extreme, as to erect. a temple to 
the goc ol the Brians, which they call Belus; 
and to cauſe a grove of every kind: of tree to 
be planted in it to his honour, She created 
prieſts and falſe prophets to this god. Ac ha- 
bus conſtantly entertained a great number of 
f theſe perſons about him. And his madneſs 
and vickedneſs by turns, prompted him to 
things far exceeding all the impieties of the 
"Kings his predeceſſorn s. 
2 "Keetrain prophet of the high God, of, The/- 
Zona, a city of Galaad, went to Achabus. 
He told him that God had, denounced. this 
' againſt” him, namely, That he v. 

© ſend any tain, or dew upon the land for one 


"c entire year, until he appear d again.“ es After 


he had confirm'd this threatning with an oath, 


* = 
OY 


Alida, ſucceeged,in the government. 
Prince. Was in the opinion: of all:-men a man 
N 0 courage, and a fine: imitator ot the many 
excellencies of his grandſire Davie, Bur d. 
him and his affairs hereafter! ? noqy (94g; 
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Achabus had more e Diſpoſitions, after he had married Jenabela, — 
he turned to the ſouthward ( andlwent'jo 4 mY 
tain brook, which might ſupply him with 
water; there he ſtayed a while, and the ra- 


vons. from day to day brought fim meat. 
The btook ſome time after this dried up, 


man who would. provide for him. As he came 


ieee en ee 11 * 
That he would neither 


add forty years in great broſperity, ind then 
ied in perfect tranquility. After his death 
oſaphatus his ſon, and born of a woman nam'q 
'This 
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occaſioned by the want of rain; God, upon 
this, commanded: him to go t6 'Sarephtha, A 
city ſtanding: in the middle way between Bye 
and Sidon, where he fhould find à Widow Wo- 


near the gate of the city, he eſpied a*yoman | 
gathering of ſticks. God hereupon'fiphitred*ro 
him, that the was the perſon who Wold" feed 
him. Elias then went up to het Ad ſaluted 
her; he deſired her to fetch hiH fotie water 
to drink: The woman readily went Her ways to 
bring it; the prophot called her back again and 
bid ber bting him ſome bread tob. The 

woman proteſted the had nothing at home but 
an hatidfül of meal, and a little oil; that ſhe 
had gathered few ſticks to go home and bake 
it into a cake for herſelf and het ſon ;. who, 
after they had eaten it, muſt, fh told him, 
inevitably ſtarve, as they had 'nothin "el e. 
Elias, upon this, faid,, Fate heurt and gb thy 
mays, ann hope for better things. Bring ne © 

little it, for I foretel thee, that the meal i 
' tby barrel and the oi! in thy cruſe hall n be 
conſumeu, until God ſhall wonchſafe'to fend Jon 
rain upon this land. After the prophet hat 

ſpoke thus, ſhe went home, and did as he com- 

manded her, but found to her ſurprize, and the 

verifying; of Elias s words, ſufficient provt- 
ſion for herſelf, ſon and him; for neither the 
{ mea], nor. the oil was conſumed, until 5 

drought was over. Menander takes _—_ * 


Beste l. 25 ths: Awighttien of the Jews. 
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again. 
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re- animated 


of God was in him... R 


A little while after this, God was pf pleaſed 


550 ſend the prophet to king Achahus, to. 5 


;him know. that! he ſhould haye rain. The f 4 
0 


mine was exceeding ſharp; over the wh 
country, and. the ſcarcity of proviſions, to. ſul- 
_tain lite, o great, from. the, want of rain 
produce them, that not only, men, but harkes, 
aſſes and cattle,, were very much ;tormented 
therewith; paſturage and-all, manner of graſs 
. was totally burnt up. In this calamity. Ac ha- 
-bus called to him Obagias: his overſeer, hom 
:he. bid ro;go; to the ſprings of the rivers, 
and brooks, and ſee if there was any- graſs, 
which he ordered him to cut down and ring 
For the forage of his horſes; He (a) ſent per- 
ſons over (J) all the world to enquire forth 
Prophet Elias, who not finding him, he ordered 
Obadias to go along with him; when they had 
gone ſome ſhort way, they parted from one 
another; Ac habus took one road, and Obadias 
another. When Fezabela. the queen was en- 
raged againſt the prophets, Obadias ſupported a 


hundred of them, with bread and mates in caves. 
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hen woman ;ſecing _bri 
this, was, extremely thankful, to the prophet, m m 
and ſaid, ſhe plainly Peres wed that the t ä 


querendum pro betam Eliam, nec, inven 
which is: Who having ſent over the whole World i to find out the Proph LIENS 57 
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t by ſearch tor, hi wo no! 
fone n 10uld certainl 55 pay heh en. 


ake; AWAY, our life 
ous 


tor of with, his life; therefore he deſir 15 0 him, zo 


barg, loge 0 1 is glei, a 8 
the care he ha ed. Nv perſons 0 15 
profeſſion, e . gy he, had \ formerly 
preſerved a hundred, prophets- Out of... the 
murthering hands of Fegabela; and at t 
on preſent time had them cancealed and, main- 
tained, them at. his own coſt, The prophet, 
on che other hand, commanded him, 10. go 
to the King and not be.; afraid: And to remove 
his fears on that fcore, he ſwore that that very 
day! he yould certainly appear Nach the king... 
 Obadias went $06.29 ual Achabus with 
/ he coming, "of E iS. he 17 8 full of anger 
ran to meet, him, and In 3, diſordered tone of 
voice ask 'd him, if he was the perſon: who. vex- 
ed the nation, of the Hebrews by the droug! 
inflicted on their country. „he prophet, con- 
24 f. 2 auen, 7 5 1 5 11 5 that he 
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1 95— When was alone = oy ent 
diſregard he had thewed' for 9218 wor! 

were the occaſion of the drought. He bid him 
allemble. the whole nation of the Hebrews, 
his wive's prophets, whoſe number he mention- 
„ed, and, the, prophets, of the groves, about four 
hundred in all, upon mount Carmel. When all 
.of them by Achabas's.. orders - were met. upon 
the mount, the propher, Elias ſtood u in the 
midſt jof them: And hy do vou, {aid he, 
live between WO wavering opinions? If. they 
believed, he told them, that their own God 
was the true and only God ; his advice was 
to follow; him, and obey his. precepts. But 
3 they, diſregatded him m, and believed in the 
foreign ones, then his advice to them was, to 
pay their adoration to them, and eſpouſe their 
religion. The audience: making no manner of 
,anſwer to what, he had advanced, he then de- 


ſir d them, (that the power and virtue as 


well of their gods as of his God might. be dif- 
played 3) that as he was. the only prophet ot 
8g: and. The were Tong Fuadred Fcp 0c 


"is W ce re ; = 3 mifſet in 
15 The grelle of 

95 "Flias, 4 not meeting with ih, 
enonſtration; how *the like Sayih in 


t to oh; —— namely, of the Roman Worl 


s are; Aa it Rene The - 
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their Gods, he might take an ox, 'kill and lay 
ie 


ould do the fame: Afrer which their ge 
ſhouts be invoked to fer fire thereto ; by which 
means the true God would be caſtly diſtin- 
puiſſhed. This experiment was approved by 
all. But #/ias bid the other prophets chuſe 
themfelves an ox, and make the trial firſt by 
calling upon their gods; this they performed, 
but the prayers and fupplicarions of the pro- 
phets who brought the ſacrifice proved all in 
vain, Elias wore this, ridiculed and ad- 
viſed them to call aloud to theit Gods; for 
that either they were upon ſome journey, or 


robably faft aileep. In this manner of invok- 
ng their gods they continued from mormng till 


noon, cutting rhemfelves with Knives and 
lances aſter the cuſtom of their religion. 
When Elias's turn was come to flay his vic- 
tim, he commanded the other prieſts to re- 
move their oblation, and bid the people draw 
near him, that they might obſerve he did not 
ſecretly convey fire among the wood. Upon 
their coming up to him, he took twelve ſtones 
to anſwer the number of the tribes of the He- 
brews ; of which he made an altar, and cur a 
deep ditch about it. When he had placed the 
wood thereon, he commanded four pails full 
of fountain water to be | 
running down the fides might fill the ditch be- 


neath; this done, he began to call upon God 


by prayer, that he would vouchſafe to demon- 
ſtrate his power to a people, who had long 
wandered in error. While he was yet earneſt 
at his pray 


upon the altar, which conſumed the facrifice 
with ſo much violence that the water was en- 
tirely fucked up, and the ditch made dry 
thereby. 
When the 1/azlites ſaw this, they fell pro- 
ſtrate upon the ground, and reverenced one 
God, calling him the reſt and the ſole 
God. The other, they ſaid, were only names 
impofed through the depraved and fooliſh opi- 
nions of men. This done they follow'd, by the 
direction of Elias, the falſe prophets, and put 
them to death. The propher bid the king go 
to dinner, and not trouble himſelf, for God 
would ſhortly ſend him rain. Achabus depart- 
ed, and Elias went up to the top of mount 
Carmel, where fitting down upon the ground, 
he bowed his head to his knees, and command- 
ed his ſervant to get upon a certain rock, and 
caſt his eyes along the ſea, and tell him if there 
was not a cloud ſtirring: The sky at this 
time was exceedin 
mounted the rock ſeveral times, but could ſee 
nothing like a cloud. At length when he had 
one the ſeventh time he brought Elias word 
Pack, that he ſaw ſomething blackening in the 
air, but it was no bigger than the ſole of a 
man's foot. Elias upon 
bidding him make haſte to the city, before the 


cloud diſſolved itſelf in rain. Ac habus was 


(a) Holy Wris nor Hpipbanius make any mention of this Name. 
ſometimes Choreb. © 


Mountain is ſometimes call 


ed Sinus, 


FravivsJo 
fea 

d a pile of wood, without putting an) qui 
fie anterteath, That in like menner they pon 
Tan before-Achubus's work he of Gu, 


Jeſraelu the City of (a) Rh 
When Frzube lx, ee ee Caltie to her 


he had put to death her 'prophets. zu u ©. 
ſhe ſent meſſengers to tell Him, 2 


fed into the city, called Berſubre, which © 


his ſervant, he went into the defart, aud the 


refreſhed himſelf, and then Went to mo 
ured upon it, which 


ers, a fire in the ſight of the peo- begi 
ple ſuddenly fell from heaven, and alighted 


fair and ſerene; the man 


this ſent to Achabus, 


td" ſhudder! 
peſt. In che men 


of ebe mirseles Ear tad perfbrined, ind bot, 


dex} with him in the very ſame mn 

had done with them. Elias Karicg then 
fituated on the very frontiers of 
Fiudah, dordering 'ttpon ldumæu, where, levvis 


praying for death, he ſnid he was not buy; 
ſthould cover to live any longer. Aftet ſp 
ing thus, he laid himfelf under the fade 
of a tree to repoſe himſelf; but being pre- 
and water ſet by him ; upon which fie bat and 


N ) Sirens, where Ih) 
hands of God the laws 


ſhould be taught what to do: Accordingly he 
came out of the cave the next day, when he 
perceived a violent earthquake, and ſaw a 


glorious bright fire, followed by a ſudden 
calm, upon which a divine voice cominatided 
him not to be terrified at what had happened, 
for none of his enemies ſhould overcome Him. , 
It bid him go home, and create Frhvs, the 
ſon of Nemeſſæns, king of the 1/raclites, Ha- K 
zaelus of Damaſcus, king of the Syriavs; tc 
and Ziiſſeus, of the city Abela, the ptopher te 
in his room; for the wicked ſhould be rooted b 
out between Fehus and Hezattns. When Elizs Wn ©< 
had heard this, he travelled into the county WW © 
of the Hebrews, where finding £7iſſews in com- Wl * 
pany with others, plowing with twelve yoke 85 
of oxen, he went up to him; and thtew lis Wl by 
garment over him, after which Eliſſeus began We » 
to propheſy, and ſtraitway leaving his oxet, Bn nn. 
followed Elias. But that he might take his Wl © 
farewel of his relations, he defired leave o 8 
o and ſalure them, which being granted him, Bl fe 
from that time forward he beekme' a ferviit r | | 
and diſciple of Elias while he lived. But Bl BY 
thus much ſhall ſaffice at preſent to peak of WIN 
this prophet. _—_—— be 
| | — eee, ter 
u) $1. zm fag, That ths f % 
1 e be; 
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as a perſon named Nabuthus, an in- 

i N x" 1 This man had a field that 
lay contiguous. to the king's grounds. Ac ha- 

zus was deſirous of buying it at N e 

with deſign to annex 1 to his eſtate: told 
Nabuthus, if he had not a mind to take money 

for it, ke would: give him in exchange any 

other field of his as an equivalent, and bid him 

accordingly chuſe onc. Nubut hus would by 

no means conſent to this, and told the King, 

that as it came to him by inheritance, he 

would receive the fruits of his own ground, 

and preſerve it. This anſwer nettled the king, 

who took it as an aftront to be denicd „ and 

became in a little time ſo vexed at it, that 
be neglected the refreſhment of bathing him=- 

ſelf, or even eating. Fezabela-upon this, asked 

bim the reaſon of his anxiety, | and why he 

would: not waſh, dine, and ſup as uſual. Here- 

upon Achabus acquainted his wife Fezabe/a 

with Nabuthus's behaviour towards him. How, 

after he had made his requeſt in the moſt 

obliging and courteous terms, after treating him 

with a condeſcenſion unuſual in, and inferior 

to the dignity, of a king, Nabuthus had ſourly 

refuſed him what he asked. Jegabela finding 

this, bid him not trouble himſelf about ſo tri- 

fling an affair, but take care of himſelf and 

bis health; for ſhe would take care that Na- 
| buthus ſhould be puniſhed for what he had 
done. To this end the ſent letters in the name 
of Achabus to the chiets of the T/raelites, 
commanding them to, proclaim a faſt, and 
call an aflemvly, in which the bid them give 
Nabathus, (who was of a noble family) the 
principal place. That there ſhould be three 
talſe witneſſes ſuborned, to ſwear that he had 
blaſphemed God, and ſpoke treaſon againſt 


Of Adad King of Damaſcus 


N this poſture ſtood the affairs of Ac ha- 
bus. Near about this time Adad's ſon, 
king of Damaſcus and Syria, muſter*d all the 
forces in his dominions, and joined in con- 
tederacy with him two and thirty petty kings 
beyond Euphrates, with whom he marched 
againſt Achabus, who being much inferior to 
ſtrength and numbers, did not care to hazard 
an open engagement, but drawing his men out 
of the field, he placed them in fortified towns, 
Wo while himſelf remained in Samaria, a place 
W cctended with ſtrong walls, and by nature al- 
mott impregnable. The Syrian perceiving this, 
marched with his forces, and went direttly a- 
gainſt Samaria, which he inveſted on every fide 
with his army, and began to lay ſiege to it. 
He diſpatched an herald to Achabus; to ask 
leave for him to ſend ambaſſadors to him, by 
whom he might learn what it was he required. 
Achabus giving leave to ſend them, the am- 
baſſadors went, and according to their maſ- 
ter s inſtructions ſaid, That Achabus's riches, 
children and wives Were Adad's; which if be 
133 and permitted him to take what Oeder 
7 Holg ht fit out of them, he would draw off 
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and Syria's w 
Times defeated him, 


the king, for which he ſhould. be ſentenced 
to be ſtoned to death. In purſuance: of the 
orders contained in the queen's letters, Na- 
but hus was convicted of having blaſphemed 
God, and ſpoke treaſon againſt Achabus, and. 
was accordingly ſtoned to death by the multi- 
tude. When Fezabela had heard what was 
done, the went to the king, and bid him take 
poſſeſſion of Nabuthus's field and inheritance. 
Achabus. was rejoiced at the news, and leaping; 
from his bed, went to view his vineyard; God. 
was highly offended. at this, and ſent Elias 
the prophet into Nabuthas's field to meet the 
king, and expoſtulate with him about what 
had been done; and how, after the right owner 
of the inheritance had been unjuſtly flain, he 
went to ſeize it without any colour of equity 
or right. Upon -Elias's coming, Ac habus 
told him he was willing to be treated by him 
as he ſhould think fir, for he eſteemed it 

diſhonourable to be taken by the prophet in 
any unjuſt act. But Elias acquainted him, 
that in the very the dogs conſumed the 
body of Nabuthus, there ſhould the blood of 
him and his wife be ſpilt, and all his kindred 
be deſtroyed, as a puniſhment for- ſo heinous 
a crime as the murther of an innocent man, 
contrary to the laws of his country. Achabus 
was ſtruck with horror and confuſion at hearing 
this, he repented himſelf of his crime, put on 
ſackcloth, and went bare foot, refuſing all man- 
ner of ſuſtenance, and in that manner mortify- 
ing himſelf for what he had done, and endea- 
vouring to appeaſe the wrath of God: The Al- 
mighty, mov'd with Achabus's repentance, told 
the prophet he would defer puniſhing his family 
while he lived, but threatned to execute it upon 
his ſon, which Elias acquainted the king with. 


aging War twice againſt Achabus, who both 


his anmy, and raiſe the fjege. Achabus diſ- 
miſled the ambaſſadors, and ordered them to 
tell Adad, That he and all he had were at his 
ſervice. They acquainted him with this; where- 
upon he ſent them back again, to require of 
him, ſince he confeſſed all. he had was at his 
command, to receive the meſſengers be would 
lend. the next day, and permit them to open 
and ſearch his palace, and the houſes of his 
kindred, and ſuffer them to take away all 
the valuable things they found therein, and 
leave the remainder for himſelf. Ac habus, 
incenſed at the ſecond embaſſy of the Syrian 
king, convoked an aſſembly of the people, 
to whom he ſaid, That ke was ready, for their 
ſafety, aud to preferve them in peace, to yield 
up te his enemy bis wives, children, and all 
he had. For ſo much the Syrian, 2 bis firf 
meſſage, demanded. That by bis ſecond he re- 
quired to ſend ſome ſervants of bis, to rifle all 
their houſes of every. thing valuable in them; 
and all this only to have ſome pretence for wa- 


ging war againſt him. That he had begun with 


him firft, as knowing he would not 
thing 
Ft 


as kno pare any 
of his for his people's good; and next had 
f mad: 
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they thought fit. The people adviſed him not 
to gratify him in any thing, but deſpiſe him as 
an arrogant and vain man, and put. himſelf in 
a poſture of defence. Upon this; he returned 
the ambaſſadors this anſwer, which he bid them 
return to their king, That he was ftill reads 
in order to preſerve the liberty of his ſubjelctss 
to comply with his firſt terms, but as to the laſt 
he would by no means condeſcend thereto, after 
which he diſmiſſed them. e effi 
When Hdad had heard the anſwer he return- 
ed, he was extremely enraged, and ſent: the 
ambaſſadors the third time to Achabus with 
this menace, That his army ſhould caſt up a but- 
wark higher thanthe walls he confided in, which 
would only prove an handjul of earth to each 
man. This was to diſcover the multitude of 
his army, and ſtrike the greater terror into 
the beſieged. Achabus made anſwer, That it 
was not for men of the ſword, to vaunt or talk 
much, before they were ſure cf the victory. The 
ambaſſadors returned, and acquainted Adad 
with the anſwer they brought, as he fat ar 
dinner with his two and thirty kings. Im- 
mediately upon this, he gave orders to inveſt 
the town, erect their works, and carry on the 
ſiege with all imaginable diſpatch. Achabus 
and his men perceiving this, were ſtruck with 
a mighty pannic : But this fear and concern 
continued not long, for a certain prophet came 
to him, and told him that God had promiſed 
to deliver into his hands the many thouſands 
of the enemy. Achabus deſirous of knowing 
how this victory was to be obtained, asked 
the prophet, who told him, By the ſons of his 
captains, and himſelf the conductor. Upon this, 


he aſſembled the ſons of his captains,” and found 


two hundred and thirty two; and underſtand- 
ing that the Srian was wholly taken up with 
feaſting and mirth, he ſuddenly opened the 
gates, and let the young men out. Some of 
Adad's ſpies ſeeing this, went and told him 
of it, whereupon he commanded ſome of his 
men to go and bring them bound unto him, 
whether they came as enemies or not. In the 
mean time the reſt of Achabus*'s army within 
the walls, were ready for engaging. The ſons of 
the captains encountred Adad's guards, many 
of whom they ſlew, and purſued the remainder 
of them even to their camp. As ſoon as Acha- 
Bus perceived that victory inclin'd to their ſide, 
he order'd the reſt of the army to ſally out; 
who, attacking vigorouſly the Syrians, entire- 
ly routed and put them to flight, The enemy 
little imagined to ſee ſo numerous an army 
ſally out of the city. They were taken naked 
and defenceleſs, and obliged to forſake their 
camp, and leave all their martial ſtores and 
weapons behind them. Adad in the mean time 
ſcarce had an opportunity to mount his horſe, 
and avoid being taken priſoner. Achabus 
chaced the Syrians a long way, and made a 


FLAVIUS Jostenus 


made a demand upon them of things they would 
never agree to, only to find an opportunity of en= 
gaging in a war with ſome colour of uſtice. How- 
ever, he concluded, he was willing to do what 


great flaughter of them; He took 


. they ſuggeſted; always proved ſtronger 


war; retain their forces, and fet over the 
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in which he found great ſpoil, and tr camp, | 
tity of gold and ſilver: Beſides, he — 
a vaſt booty of the king's chariots an 
after which he returned home: U 
8 3 adviſed him t 
withſtanding his late victory,) an 3 
dineſs, for Adad would Ns 42 24 
pedition againſt him the next year N 
would ſufficiently employ his whole forces = 
Adad having got fately off with all th 
forces he was able; conſulted his friends h g 
he ſhould renew the war with the 1/raclit 4 
They adviſed him not to hazard a battle in 
the monntains, (for the God of the Temes. 


ſuch places, which had occaſioned their os 
overthrow ;) but to encounter in the plain, 
where they might hope to recover the day 
Beſides, they bid him fend home the kings f. 
had brought with him, as conſèderates of the 
their ſteads able commanders, and ce 
companies he had loſt, by levying in their 
countries a freſh ſupply of men, chariots and 
horſes, e 

In the beginning of the ſpring Adad march. 
ed his Ran, eas the [faite and IN 
near a certain city of theirs, call'd Apheca, 
where he incamped in the great plain by it. 
Achabus drew up his army facing the ene- 
my, and alſo incamped. His forces, in com- 
pariſon of the enemy's, were inconſiderable. 
The prophet again came and acquainted him, 
that God would make him vi&orious : Bur 
to ſhew him the fooliſh opinions of the Syrians, 
he told him, that the Divine Power was equal. 
ly the ſame on the mountains as on the plains. . 
For ſix days both armies kept themſelves quiet 
within their tents. But early in the morn- 
ing, of the ſeventh, Adad's forces put them- 
ſelves in battle array. Achabus perceived | 
this, and ranged his men over againſt them. 
The onſet was furiouſly begun by him; 
which the enemy being unable to ſuſtain, 
were obliged to fly, and in the chace mi- 
ſerably periſhed. A great number of them 
were killed amidſt the throng of their own 
chariots, and by the hands of their fellow ſol- 
diers. Very tew preſerved | themſelves by 
flight to Apbeca. For the wall tumbling 
down, near ſeven and twenty thouſand were 
cruſh'd to death under its ruins. Beſides thele, 
one hundred thouſand fell in the engagement. 
Adad, having eſcaped the fury of. the battle 
with ſome of his truſty friends, hid himſelf 
in a ſubterraneous cavern ; where ſome 0 
them acquainted him, how generous and com. 
paſſionate the kings of the Iſraelites always 
had been, and were; and that provided be 
would ſuffer them to humble themſelves as be- 
came ſuppliants, and go to Achabus, the) 
told him, they would obtain from him hy 
liberty. Upon this remonſtrance, he diſmiſe 
them. They pur on ſackcloth, and having bow 
their heads with (a) cords, (an antient cuſton 


obtained 
d horſes . 
Pon this, the 


(a) It is a Cuſtom the Syrians bave to ſurround their Heads with Cords, when they go to implore any Thu, | | 


The Grecians had another Cuſtom, not unlike the former, which was to carry. in their Hands a Branch o 
Olive, twiſted about with white Wool. See Danaides apud //chyl. Supplic. ver. 22. Spanheim. 
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i > in their ſupplications,) they 
the. Kae BP.) and dale him that Adad 
begged his life at his hands, which, if granted, 
he would acknowledge himſelf always bis va N 
Gal. Ac habus ſaid, he was pleaſed to hear or 
his having eſcaped the battle, without recely- 
ing any danger, and promiſed he would uſe 
him with all poſſible honour and reſpect, and 
as his own brother. The meſſengers having 
receivꝰd an oath of indemnity for their ma- 
ſter's appearance, went back to the cave, and 
brought im thence to Achabus, at that time 
ſitting in his chariot. He s himſelf 
at his feet. | Ac habiis upon this, ſtretched out 
his hand and lifted him up into his chariot, 


where ſaluting him, he bid him be chearful, 


nd entertain no more melancholy fears. Adad 
Ra him thanks, and ſaid he ſhould 
ever acknowledge the ſignal favour he had 
done him: And promiſed to reſtore him back 
the cities the kings his predeceſſors . had 
taken from the Hebrews, and that he ſhould 
always be as free and welcome to viſit Da- 
maſcus, as his own father had been to fee 
Samaria. After this, they made a league 
between themſelves, and ſwore to the per- 
formance of it Ac habus beſtowed many va- 
luable preſents upon Adad, and then diſ- 
miſſed him. Such was the period put to 
the war waged by Alad the Syrian king, 
againſt Ac habus, and the Hyaelites. 

A while after this, a certain prophet named 
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Mic heus, came to one of the Iſraelites, and 
bid him ſtrike him upon his head; for God's 
pleaſure was it ſhould be ſo. The man re- 
Faſiog to do as commanded, the prophet 
foretold him, that a lion . ſhould meet and 
kill him, becauſe he had not obeyed the word 
of God. The man accordingly did meet 
with this unhappy accident. After which, the 
prophet went to another, and commanded him 
to do the ſame thing, who immediately ſtruck 
him upon the head and broke it: Upon this, 
he bound his head and went to the king, tel- 
ling him he was a ſoldier, and that a tribune 
had given him a certain priſoner to keep, who 
had made his eſcape from him, for which he 
was afraid of being put to death; the tribune 
threatened to take away his life, if the pri- 
ſoner eſcaped from him.  Achabus hereupon 


9 ; 0 N * a 5 7 4 ' 5 , 3 | 
ſaid, that he ought to die for it. But A. 


cheus the prophet preſently unbinding his 
head, made himſelf known. He uſed this arti- 
fice on purpoſe to get an opportunity of 
ſpeaking with the king; for he told him, 
That God for his letting Adad go anpuniſhed 
out of his hands, who had Laſphemed him, 
world now revenge himſelf upon him, and 
make Adad the infirument of deſtroping him, 
and his army. Theſe words of the Ea Be en- 
raged Ac habus, who threw him into priſon. 
But the king was notwithſtanding uneaſy at 
the relation, and went home in a maniteſt 
confuſion. 


Rok Res 4p of OB » A et 
Of Joſaphat the Xing of Hieroſolyma. How Achabus, with the Aſſiſtance of Joſa- 
phat, engaged with the Syrians, was overthrown, and Slain in the Battle, 


N this ſituation was Achabus. We ſhall 
now return back to 7o/aphat, king of the 
Hieroſolymites. This proce, having conſider- 
ably enlarged his kingdom, pur garriſons into 
his own cities, and alſo into thofe of the tribe 
of Ephraim, which his grandfather (a) Abias 
had taken from Hieroboamus, king of the ten 
tribes. As he was juſt and pious, he had God 
on his ſide, who always ſhewed himſelf propi- 
tious to him. For ſcarcely a day paſt in which 
he did not perform ſome act of piety and reli- 
gion. This behaviour procured him a great 
reputation among - the neighbouring kings, 
who. were continually fending him large 
preſents, 'by which means he grew very 
rich, and extended his fame” and glory far 
n NR AGTT 
In the third year of his reign, he called 
an aflembly of the officers and prieſts under 
his juriſdiction,” whom he ' commanded to tra- 
vel throughout Judæa, and tèach his ſub- 
jets diſperſed in every town the laws of 
Moyſes, to incite them to a juſt obſervation 


a) It appears from the Sacred Books, 2 Paralip. cha 
* ſome Cities, but in chap. xvi; ver. 8. it is fai, t 


which his Father A/a had taken. 1 
N is greatly corrupted. Epiphanius ſeems to 
ee (ome Gezonut h) who had under his Com 


Preter bos alia centum millia, are wanting. 


of them, and cauſe them diligently and con- 
ſcientiouſſy to worſhip God. The whole peo- 
ple were ſo well pleaſed with his care for their 
obſerving the laws, that nothing could have 
fatisfied them betrer. The bordering nations 


had ſo particular an eſteem for Jo/ophat, that 
they lived 1n an inviolable peace with him. 


The Paleſtines paid him their accuſtomed tri- 
bute, and the Arabians yearly ſent him ſix 
hundted and thirty lambs, and the like number 
of kids. He fortified ſeveral large and ſtrong 
cities, and made vaſt preparations both of 
men and arms, to withſtand his enemies. He 
had three hundred thouſand ſhield-bearers of 
the tribe of Judah, commanded by Eimens - 
And two hundred thouſand under Foannes. 
his officer had alſo under him two hundred 
thouſand footmen, all archers of the tribe of 
Benjamin. FJoſaphat had another (b) general 
named Ochobatus, who had under his command 
one hundred and eighty thouſand ſhield- bear- 
ers, beſides thoſe ſoldiers garriſoned - in his 
Cities of defence. | 
. X11. ver, 18. that Abias, after Hiercboamns's Defeat, 
at Foſapbat put Garriſons in the Cities of Fphraim, 


(5) From 2 Paraſip. chap. xvii. I am of Opinion that this 
give it another Turn. 


here was another General named 


| | 90- mand, One Hundred Thouſand armed Men, befides an 
undted Thouſand of the King's Servants; whom he alſo governed, c. In the other Editions the Words 


He 
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he ſaid, That God had 


208 


a. 


Achabus and him. : 
Achabts, calling his prophets to him, in 
number about four hundred, commanded them 
to conſult God, if the army he had marched 
out againſt Adad, was to be victorious, and 
ſubdue the city ; for the recovery of which, 
he was going to war againſt it. The prophets 
perſuaded him to undertake the expedition : 
For the Syrians would be overthrown, and 


21 into his hands as before. Fo/aphat, found 
L 


their words they were falſe prophets, 
and ſaid to Achabus, Ts there no other prophet 
who can tell us ſomething more certain about 
what will happen? Achabus anſwer'd him, 
There was another, but whom he did not like, 


_ who had foretold him many melancholy events, 


and how the Syrian ing would prove viftorious 
over him, and put him to death; and that 
his name was Micheus, the ſon of Jembleus. 
Foſaphat upon this, deſired him to be 
fetched. An Eunuch was immediately fent 
to bring Micheus. The Eunuch, as he walk- 
ed along with him, told him how all the other 
prophets had foretold victory to the king. 
Michens anſwer d, He durſt not tell a lie to 
God, but wonld declare what he had put into 
his month. When he came before Achabus, 
and was defir'd by him to ſpeak the truth, 
ſewn hin the Iſrae- 
lites hing, and the Syrians purſuing them, like 


ſo many ſheep diſperſed upon the mountains 


without their ſhepherds. He told him, that 
God ſignified by it, That the Ifraelites ſhould 
return in ſafety, but only Achabus be killed in 
the fight. When Micheus had thus delivered 
himſelf, Achabus addreſſed himſelf ro Fo/aphat 


and faid, Did not I tell you a little white ago, 


what an enemy this man was to me, and what 
things prejudicial to my repoſe he prophecied + 
Mic heus upon this replied, That it was neceſ- 


4 Nate 
i 

le. This tn, 

aulion. Jet. 

to mind what 

N at there was 

no truth in his words, Sedecias, with deſign 


to refute Micheus?s prediction, broughr 
ment from. the prophecy of ier lone 105 
aid, had a much better giſt of foretelli 4 
things than him. He remonſtrated þg 
Elias had prophecied, that at the city 7 pn 


in the field of Nabu huis, the dogs ſhoulg 1; 
a up the blood of the king, s they Ad 


the blood of Nabuthns, for hayi 
* him to death. It is manifeſt 5 N rin 
* that this Mi beus, who is not aſhamed Mn 
© contradiEt the prediction of à greater pro. 
* pher than he, is a palpable impoſtor. 125 
© he aſſerts that the king, within (a) three days 
© from hence, will certaily periſh in en 
* It is neceſſary to be known, whether or 70 
© he ſpeaks by the impulſe of a divine ſpirit, 
I will give him a blow with my hand; and 
© if he be a true prophet, let it wither as that 
of king Hieroboamus did, when he ofer's 
to take hold of Jadon. I preſume you have 
© heard of this action.“ After he had ſpoke 
thus, he ſtruck the prophet, but no miſchief 
enſuing from it, Achabus thereupon was em- 
boldened, and led out his army againſt the 
Syrians with ſtrong __ He was hurried to 
it, we imagine, by a kind of fatality ; and his 
believing his falſe prophets more than the 
true ones, was a great cauſe. of haſtening his 
deſtruction. Sedecias having made horns of 
iron, told the king, That God fignified by 
© them, that he ſhould ſubdue. all Syria.” Upon 
this, Mic heus told him, He ſhould in a few 
days be obliged to run out of one ſecret 
© place into another, to avoid the puniſhment 
© due to his falſe predictions.“ Achabus al- 
ter this, ordered him to be carried to Arhamon, 
the governor of the city, by him to be im- 
priſoned, and only bread and. water to be al- 
lowed him. JJV 
In the mean time Ac habus and Jaſapbas 
king of the Hieroſolymites muſtered their forces, 
and marched to Arqmatha, a city of Galaad. 
The Syrian king hearing of their march, led 
out his army againſt them, and incamped at a 
{mall diſtance from Aramatha. Ac habus and 
EG og agreed, that the former ſhould diveſt 

imſelf of his royal robes, and the latter put 
it upon himſelf, and ſtand dreſt ſo in the front 
of the battle. This artifice was, made ule © 
to evade the prophecy of Mic heus. Ahab 
diſguiſe however could not ſcreen him tres 
death; for Adad expreſly ordered his captain» 
to tell their men not to kill any or. che 
Haelites, except their king. The Hriahs 
having begun the engagement, ſaw Joſ« 45% 
at the head of the army, whom they took _ 
Adad. Upon which they ruſhed violently up- 


(a) Meaning he was three Days Journey from Aramatha. 


on 
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Book VIII. 

nne Us in on every ſide: But 5 
N their miſtake, they retired. The 
a 


trle continded from mipernng dl nigtrpafüd- in. 


though victory ſtood on their: ſide, they Kilt 
t one man, a) 
—— The death of Achabus was their onl 


aim; however, they could not find him. 


* 
: 


boy named. (b) Amanus, belonging to king 


abus, let fly an arrow among the enemy 
b chan which piercing through the king's 
breaſt-plate, forced its way into his lungs. 
Achabus concealed the miſchance he had re- 
ceived from his men, leſt, hearing it, they 
might turn their backs and fly. He com- 
manded his charioteer to drive him out of 
the army, for the wound he had received was 
mortal. Though he ſuffered a great deal of 
pain, he kept within his charidt until ſun-ſet; 
when, with the loſs of blood that fell from 
him, he was forced to give up the ghoſt. 

Night coming on, the Syrian army withdrew 
into their tents. But as ſoon as they were 
adyertized by an herald of Achabus's death, 
they, decamped, and each man retired to his 
own home. The body of Achabius was cat- 
ried to Samaria, and there buried; and up- 
on waſhing his chariot at the fountain of a- 
ras, (which was beſmeared with his blood, ) 


» F 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


cloſe. to him, they... rhe... propheſy of Elias was verified ; for the 


as their king had (a) com- 


bis judgments with wnera 
peſt, and eſteem the [propheſy of thoſe, whom 
the Deity inſpires with his word, as given for 
our benefit; ſince we are by it made ſenſible 


208. 


dogs licked up his blood, and the place was 
afterwards made uſe of for the women to bathe 
He ied at Rami don, according to the 
propheſy of Micheas. Now rom tlie accidents 


which befel Achabus, according to the pre- 


dictions of both rhe prophets, we ought to 
draw this concluſion,” not to deſpiſe the ſu- 
prome Arbiter of all things, but reflect upon 


jon and holy ref. 


what we are to do, and what to avoid. Be- 
ſides, the example of Achabus, may ſerve to 
teach tis a right opinion of God's foreknow- 
ledge, and predetermination of all things, and 
the neceſſity of events, which we are not able 


to avert, even if they were foreknown to us. 


But we humour and ſooth ourſelves ſo far, un- 
til we are paſt recovery. This ſeems to be 
the rock upon which Achabus ſplit, and loſt 
his life. His not believing thoſe who foretold 


him his deſtruction, and his over fond credu- 
lity to thoſe, who only made a pretence to pro- 


pheſy to obtain his favour, became his ruin. 
Thus was his end, and his ſon Ochazias ſuc- 
ceeded him in the kingdom. 


(a) His Command was not to kill any one, unleſs they could not hinder themſelves from fo doing, in 


forcing their Paſſage to the King. . 
Rafi tells us, it is traditionally wrote Naaman. 


7 . 


Traditions, agree in it? 


The END of the Eighth B O O R. 


b 


( ) Whence came this Name Amanus ? (lays Schoranus.) 
Will not then Jeſepbus, who mingles ſometimes the Fewi/o 
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Again of Joſaphat. Of his creating Fudges, and overcoming bis Enemies, with the 
Aſfiſtance of God. 


ING Joſaphat, after aiding 
Ac habus, king of the I/raelites, 
againſt Adad the Syrian king, (as 
we have mention'd in the fore- 
going) returned back to Hiero- 
ſolyma. The prophet 7ehus met 
him upon his march, and reprimanded him 
for the league he had entred into with the 
impious and wicked Achabus, He repreſented 
to him, that God was very much incenſed at it, 
get notwithRanding his trangreſſion, he had 
ſaved him out of the enemies hands, on account 
of the good that ftill remained in him. Foſa- 
phat, upon this reprimand of the prophet, im- 
mediately offered up his prayers and ſacrifices 
to God. This done, he made a progreſs 
throughout all his dominions, and gave or- 
ders for the laws which Moyſes had received 
at the hands of God, to be diligently ob- 
ſerved, and the worſhip of the Almighty to 
be devoutly performed. He appointed judges 
in all the towns under his juriſdiction, and ex- 
horted them to adminiſter juſtice impartially 
to the people, which he bid them eſteem the 


nobleſt poſſeſſion; the diſtinguiſhing mark and 


type of their dignity; and far above the baſe 
views of reward or bribery, He ordered them 
to diſcharge their reſpective duties, under a 
conſcientious conſideration that God ſaw all, 


even their moſt ſecret actions. When he had 
thus conſtituted and inſtructed erer dy of 
the two tribes, he returned to Hrerofolpyma, 


where he likewiſe created judges out d the 
prieſts, Levites, and the chiefs of the people, 
iving them a kind admonition to be juſt, and 


judge without favour, affection or prejudice. 


of every cauſe brought before them: But 
if at any time a caſe of more weighty im- 
portance from any other city ſhould be ſub- 
mitted to their determination; they ſhould then 
be more particular and diligent in giving judg- 
ment upqniit : For all determinations ought to 


into his dominions, he was ſtruck with ter- 


thoſe who came to invade it,) to drive them 


bounty had beſtowed upon them. Foſephs 


up their prayers to God. During the time 0 


nn. 


be made with the greateſt diligence and ex- 
actneſs, in that city where God's temple was 
placed, and the king had his palace. He ap- 
pointed Amaſias the high prieſt, and Zabadids, 
both of the tribe of Judah, the heads of his 
officers. Such was the order in which he ſet- 
tled his kingdom. 

About this time the Moabites and Amma- 
nites joined with a numerous army of Aa- 
bians, marched againſt him, and incamped at 
the city Exgaddi, near the lake of Aſphaltitis, 
and about three hundred furlongs from 
Hieroſolyma. The beſt palms and balſam grow 
in this place. As ſoon as Fo/aphat underſtood 
they had paſſed the lake, and made an inroad 


ror, and convoked an aſſembly of the people 
to meet in the court before the temple, where, 
ſtanding with his face towards it, he implored 
the aſſiſtance of God to aid and give them 
ſtrength to repel the enemy that was marching 
againſt them, (for ſo did they who erected the 
temple, intreat the Almighty to protect the 
City, and give them courage to drive away 


_ n a « 


out of that land, which he in his infinite 


mingled tears with his prayers, and the whole 
people with their wives and children offered 


this adoration, a certain prophet named Jaiel, 
came into the middle of the aſſembly, and 
told the people and king aloud, That Gl 1 
had heard their prayers, and would fight fo i 
them with their enemies. That he commande 3 
them the next day to march with their arm a 

meet the enemy, whom they would find aſcending | | 

a certain place, between Hieroſolyma " ve 
Engaddi, called the Eminence. That they = ; 
not engage them; but only land and behold * 
God would fight for them. When the prof 


„ 
had done ſpeaking, the king and the Ph, 


Certain man, who forbad them to go any fur- 
der, but bid them return back and acquaint 


5 J | worſe, The king commanded them to diſco- 


= ve 8 | - . 6 , * 
1 r the man to him, who had told theſe things. ſoldiers, and come down and go with him to the 


Wa leathern girdle, 


Book IX. 
ir eyes to the ground, adored and 
_ 5 — to God al while the Levites 
raiſed him on their inſtruments of muſic. _ 
The king early next morning went into 
the deſert under the city Thecoas, and ex- 
horted the people to confide in what. the pro- 
pher had ſaid, and not to range themſelves in 
battle array, but only place in the foremoſt rank 
the prieſts with their trumpets, and the Levites 
with their ſingers, and in that order praiſe 
God, as if he had already delivered their coun- 
try from the enemy : Every one was pleaſed 
with this advice, and immediately put it in 
execution. Upon this, God immediately ſtruck 
a mighty pannic into the Ammanites. They 
took one another to be real enemies, and in 
that confuſion and miſtake fell upon one ano- 
ther. The ſlaugkter was ſo great among them- 
ſelves, that not a man of ſo numerous an army 
eſcaped. Foſaphat having caſt his eyes into 
the valley where the enemy had encamped, 
and perceiving the place covered with the 
carcaſſes of the ſlain, were rejoiced at the aſ- 
ſiſtance God had lent him, which had procur'd 
him the victory without any toil or danger on 
his ſide, permitted his men to plunder the 
enemies camp, and ftrip the dead. For the 


CHA 


— of the ern. 


ſpace of. three days | they gather'd , the ſpoil, 


until they were quite wearied. So great was 
the number of the dead. On the fourth day, 
the whole people aſſembled together in a cer- 
rain hollow and craggy place, where they ce- 
lebrated the power and mercy . of God: From 
which the place took the name of the Vale of 
Thankſgiving to this dag. 

„The king having marched his army from 
thence to Hieroſolhma, paſſed ſeveral days 
there in ſacrifice and feaſting. The report of 
this late. defeat of his enemies ſpread itſelf 
amongſt foreign nations, who were preſently 
ſeized with a great fear, and imagin'd that 
God would give him the ſame aſſiſtance for the 
future. And from this time Foſaphat lived in 
great renown, wholly owing to his great ple- 


ty to God. He preſerved a friendſhip with 


the ſon of Achabus king of the I/raclites, with 
whom he covenanted to build ſhips, and ſend 
them to the markets of Pontus and Thrace. 
But their ſize being -unfit for thoſe ſeas, they 
were all loſt, After which, he never employed 
himſelf in ſending fleets to ſea. In this ſitua- 


tion were the affairs of Fo/aphat king of the 


Hieroſolymites. EFT. OR 


P. 11. 


Of Ochazias King of the Iſraelites; and again of Elias the Prophet. | 


0 CHAZIAS, ſon of Achabus, reigned 
over the [/raelites, and had the ſeat of 
his reſidence in Samaria ; he was a wicked 
prince, and much reſembled his father and mo- 
ther, and not unlike to Hieroboamus, who was 
the founder of impiety in 1/7ae!l, and firſt 
drew the people to idolatry. After he had 
reigned two years in the kingdom, the king 
of the Moabites revolted from him, and ceaſed 
to pay the tribute, accuſtom'd to be given his 
father: As Ochazias was going down the ſtairs 
of his palace, accidentally fell down, and he 
received a great hurt: Upon this, he ſent to + 
Muſca the god of Accaron, (for ſo was the 
deity of that place named,) to conſult him 
about his health. The God of the Hebrews 
appeared to Elias the prophet, and command- 
ed him to go and meet the meſſengers, and 
ask them, if the T/raelites had not a God of 
their own, that their king ſent to a ſtrange 
one to enquire about his health. He com- 
manded him to bid them return, and acquaint 
Ochazias he ſhould not recover from his ill- 


to them. Ochazias was amazed at their ſud- 


y made anſwer, they had met a 


him how his diſeaſe ſhould encreaſe and grow 


— 


ey ſaid he was an hairy, perſon, and wore 
- From theſe words of the 
mcuengers he found him to be Elias, where- 


upon he ordered a tribune to take fifty ſoldiers, 
and fetch him to him. The tribune, ſent up- 
on this errand, found him fitting upon the top 
of a mountain, and commanded him to- come 
down, and go with him to the king: He in- 
ſiſted on it that he ſhould, otherwiſe he threat- 
ned to take him away by force. Elias upon 
this, told him, he would pray for fire to be 
ſent down from heaven to conſume both him 


and his ſoldiers, that it might be ſeen he was 


a true prophet. This was preſently fulfilled, 
for he had no ſooner prayed, than fire imme- 


diately fell from above, and burnt both the 
tribune and his ſoldiers to aſhes. The king no 
. ſooner came to hear of this diſaſter, than he 


diſpatched another tribune with the like num- 


ber of ſoldiers as with the firſt, to Elias. 


This perſon uſing the ſame menace againſt him, 


that if he would not voluntarily come down, 


he would uſe forcible; means; Elias prayed 


againſt him, and preſently fire deſcended and 


conſumed him as the other had been. When 


. a 5 | Ochazias underſtood he ſe- 
WW nels. Elias having executed what God had : n 


2 | Commanded him; the meſſenger went back 
$3 and told the king what the prophet had ſaid . 


cond tribune, he ordered a third to go. This 
perſon was of a ſweet and mild diſpoſition. 
When he was come: to the place where Elias 


2 was, he accoſted him in a courteous manner, 
Len return, and asked the reaſon of it. Up- 1 
on this, the 


and told him, he well knew how much againſt 


| his real inclination he was come for him, by. 
the king's: orders; and how the others before 


him, : obliged by the ſame neceſſity, not led by 


their will, had done it. Therefore he beg- 


ged him to conſider the caſe of him and his 


king. Elias, captivated with the modeſt be- 
hayiour of the man, deſcended and went with 


him. When he was come into the preſence 
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of the king, he told him the word of God de- 
clared itſelt thus againſt him: © That ſince thou 
« haſt deſpiſed him as if he was not a God, and 
« unable to foretel thee any thing true about 
« thy health, but haſt ſent to the God of A. 
© caron to enquire what period thy diſeaſe ſhall 
© have, I here denounce death to thee,” “. 
A little while after this, according to the 
propheſy of Elias, he died. His brother Jo- 
ram, he leaving no iſſue, ſucceeded him: This 
Foram reigned twelve years, and in evety 
reſpe& imitated his father Achabus in vie- 
Rednecls and impiety towards God: For he 


„„ 


Of the Expedition Joram and Joſaphat made againſt the Moabites. Of the Miracl,, 
| perform'd by Eliſſeus, We 


1 8 ſoon as Foram had received the king- matter. Eliſſeus deſired him not to trouble 


1 dom, he reſolved upon a war againſt Ai 
ſau, king of the Moabites, who had fallen oft, 
as we have mentioned before, from his brother. 
Miſau had paid a tribute of a (a) hundred 
thouſand unſhorn ſheep to his father Achabus. 
Joram muſtered his forces, and ſent to Fo/a- 
phat, deſiring him, as there had been a friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between him and his father, he 
would enter into an alliance with him, and 
aſſiſt him. to carry on a war againſt the Moa- 
bites, who had lately revolted from him. Fo- 
_. ſaphat gave him not only an aſſuranee of his 
aſſiſtance, but promiſed. to bring into the alli- 
ance the king of the Idumeans, who was 1i- 
ſau's enemy. Foram having received this 
frank promiſe of | Fo/aphat's aſſiſtance, march- 
ed to Hieroſolyma with his army, where Foſa- 
pbat entertained him in an elegant manner. The 
three kings, namely, the king of the Hieroſoly- 
mites, the king of Samaria, and the king of 
Idumea, came to a reſolution of  marchin 
- againſt the enemy through the. deſerts of Idu- 
mea; and accordingly: went out of Hizzofoly- 
ma. After they had travelled ſeven days, the 
army and the carriage-beaſts were reduced 
to great ſcarcity of water; their guides had 
miſtaken the way, and every one was in great 
diſtreſs, eſpecially Joram, who, being 1mpa- 
tient with the hardſhips he ſuſtained, cried out, 
in an exclamatory way, to God, What ill had 
© they done, that he ſhould give into the hands 
of the Moabites, three kings without ſtriking 
© a blow?? Fo/aphat, who was a juſt prince, 
endeavoured to hearten him, by ordering him 
to ſend into the camp, for an enquiry to be 
made, if there was not a prophet of God in 
it, who might conſult the oracle of the Al- 
mighty, and acquaint them, what was neceſ- 
"ary to be done. One of the king's ſorvants 
upon this, ſay ag e had ſeen Eliſſeus, the diſ- 
ciple of Elias, , the ſon of Saphateus, the 
. three kings, by 7o/aphat's advice, went te him. 
When they were come to his tent, Which 
was pitched a little way out of the camp, 
they asked him, what was done with the ar- 
my. Foram was very importunate upon the 


(a) Holy Mrit ſays, an Hundred Thouſand unſtiorn Lambs, and the like Number of Rams 


departed from his worthip, ; and 24 
gods. In affairs of goverüment he . wa; 


» 


wearied and very penetrating. Abe RS un. 
time Fit the prophet was raken FS 1 
ſight of men, nor doth any perſon, know 


- 


this very day the cataſtrophe of this 4 de 
man. He left behind him 292 his 

FS NL le, 
Elias, and Enoch, who lived before the gs 
mention is made in the ſacted books tagt ther 


as we haye hinted in the foregoing. Of 


— > 


vaniſhed. But no man eyer could 5 the 


they ever died. 


4 ; 
wo | 


p. III. 


and Joſaphat's Death. 


him, but go to his father's and mother's ro- 
phet's; for undoubtedly they could foretel 
things true. Joram finding this, intreated him 
to propheſy and fave them. Fliſſens ſolemnly 
{wore he would not have anſwered him, if it 
had not been for Fg apbat, who was an holy 
and juſt perſon. After this, the prophet or- 
dered a muſician to be called, and as he was 
ſinging, Eliſſeus feeling the divine impulſe, 
commanded the kings to make many ditches 
in the channel of the brook, For without 
ever a cloud, wind, or ſhower of rain, yau 


|< ſhall behold the brook filled with water ſuffi- 


«. cient to preſerve your men and' beaſts, Nor 
© ſhall you only receive this miracle at the hands 
< of God, but by his aſſiſtance you ſfiall beat 
away the victory from your enemies, 'demoliſh 
« their faireſt and beſt fortified cities, cut down 
© their fruit-trees, ravage their (country, and 
© laftly, ſtop up their rivers and fountains.” - 
Ihe prophet having ſpoken thus, the next 
morning, before the ſun rofe a mighty torrent 
of water: flowed, (God had poured'down's valt 
rain in Idumea, about three days journey from 
the place they were at) by which the army 
and cattle were ſufficiently refreſhed.” When 
the Moabites underſtood that three Kings wete 
marching againſt them, and that they tak 
their rout through the deſert, their king le- 
vied an army with the utmoſt expedition, aud 
cominanded his forces to incamp themſelies 
upon the mountains, left the enemy ſhould 
break into his dominions by ſurprize. Ja 
as the fun roſe, they ſaw the brook full o 
water, (for now they were on the frontiers bf 
| Moab) which in colour reſembled blood. a 
the rays of the ſun darting full upon it, ha 
made it ſeem exceeding red; \the-'Mpabites 
miſtaking the cauſe of it, imagined” the enemy 
had ſlain one another for want of Water; fl. 
that the brock flowed with a ſtream ef tber 
blood. Moved with this falſe” opinion, e 
petitioned their king to let them Li ey 
lage the enemy. Every one'imag1 ing I wt 
going to enrich | himſelf with ſpoil feaaf 


. | er 2 2 f 0 d : 
his hands, marched to their camp as it alt : 
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back into 0 „here he committed ag. 
aCtion,.. which. nothing Put madneſs or a walt | 
could have influenced; him to "Ha took his 
Ideſt ſon, who was to have been his immediate 
ucceſſor, and dragging him to a place of the 
wall, where the enemy might plainly be 
acti facrifice. of him to his 


Boo k IX. | 


1..4 in it. But their expectations were 
1 bay Yorke For the enemy. immediately 
* chem in, ſome of them were ſlain, 

hile tber oblig'd to fly, berook themſelves 
Sith reat precipitation to their own coun- 
u he three kings n en the 
Jand ol Moab, demoliſhed their towns, ta- 
vaged their fields, and filled them with ſtones, 
— fand taken out of the torrent; they cut 
down their beſt trees, damned up their ſprings 
of water, and laid their walls even with the 

round. The king of the Mpoabites finding 
himſelf likely to be reduced to a cloſe ſiege, 
and perceiving to what danger the city Was 
like to be brought, reſolved to ſally out with 
ſeven hundred men, and endeavour to break 
on horſeback through a paſlage of the enemy's Hier 
camp, where he imagined the guards were pied, in a | rs as 
from their poſts. Bur his efforts to eſcape David 8 excellent qualifications. 
proved ineffectual: He was obliged to retire . | 
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oram ſucceeds Joſaphat. Of Joram, the King. of the Iſraelites Expedition apainft 
888 the . and 2 Miracles performed by the Prophet Eliſſeus. 7 < 


OSAPHAT left behind him ſeveral ſons, 
but he declared Foram the eldeſt his ſuc- 
ceſſor to his kingdom, he bore the ſame name 
with his mother's brother the king of the 
1/raelites, and the ſon of Achabus. When the 
king of the [/rac/ites returned from Moab to, 
Samaria, he brought with him thither the pro- 
phet Eliſſeus. We ſhall give a hiſtory of the 
actions of this divine perſon, as they are very 
famous and remarkable, and what the Holy 
Scriptures have tranſmitted down to our 
knowledge. | 

They acquaint us how the wife of Obedias, 
Achabus's ſteward, went and told him he was 
no ſtranger to her husband's preſerving the 
prophets from-the rage of Fezabela, who had 
endeavoured to find and put them to death. 
She ſaid, he had hidden and took up money 
upon intereſt for the maintenance of an hun- 
dred of them. That her husband being dead, 
the and her children were threatened by, the 
creditors to. be clapt into priſon ; wherefore 
ſhe deſired him, for the ſignal kindneſs her 
husband had ſhewn to, perſons. of his profeſſion, 
give her ſome relief, in her preſent neceſſity : 
The prophet asked her what ſhe had in her 
houſe; the anſwered, nothing but a little oil 
in a Cruſe. The prophet commanded her to 
borrow a good quantity .of empty veſlels of 
W her neighbours ; and putting them into her 
chamber, and ſhutting the door thereof, pour 
oil into every one of them, for God would 
W fill them all. The woman put the prophet's 
command in execution, and ordered her ſons to 
reach her all the veſſels, When all of them 
Voere full, ſhe went and acquainted the pro- 
Phet with it. He bid her go and ſell the oil 


N (a) We are apprehenſive there is a large 
25 whic | 
Y foregoing. But 
be bing of Syria 
_ EZ) Camp, 

20 


- *, 1 


ſeus the prophet who diſcovered 


and with the money ariſing from the ſale, diſ- 
charge the debts; for there would remain an 
overplus, ſufficient for the maintenance of her 
and her children: Thus did Eliſſeus clear this 
woman, and free her from the importunity of 
EFFFUlV «W A nt oh: 5 

Beſides this, (a) Eliſſeus ſent certain perſons 
at a very proper juncture, to admoniſh Foram 
to beware of a certain place, for. there were 
ſome Syrians laid in ambuſh there to deſtroy 
him. The king paying a due regard to the 
prophet's admonition, went not a hunting that 
day, as he had appointed. Adad; who had laid 
this ſtratagem, finding the artifice diſcovered, 
and imagining ſome of his own men had be- 
trayed, the ſecret to Joram, was much incenſed, 
and ſending for them to be brought into his 
preſence, he accuſed them of betraying his de- 
ſign, and threatened them with death for it, 
for none but they were privy to it. Some of 
them who were preſent, begged the king not 
to be propoſſeſſed with a falſe opinion, or enter- 
tain any ſuſpicions of them, as if they had diſ- 
cloſed to his enemy, the order he had given them 
to kill Fora, tor he muſt know it was Eli/- 
1 every thing to 
the king of his enemies, and it was he alone 
who had made known his ſtratagem. Adad 
upon this, ſent to enquire in what city the 
prophet at that time reſided. The meſſen- 
gers, ſent upon this errand, brought back word, 
he d welt in the city Dothani. Adad immedi- 
ately diſpatched ſeveral companies of horſe- 
men and charioteers to go and apprehend him. 
They preſently — the town, ſo that 
there was no poſſibility for the inhabitants to 
paſs in or out undiſcovered. Early the next 


| Ga in this Place . | 8 FIR . 
Sacred Writ ſpeaks of E/iſcus in Ohap, 2 e fince we want a great deal of thoſe Things, 


if we take the Proofs of the Bible, we ſhall 
warred againſt Liracl, and too counſel with his ſervants, ſaying,” In ſuch and ſuch a Place ſpall 


of 2 Kings. There is no Connection with the 
Join the Senſe, Chap. vi. 2 Kings ver. 8. Then 


H h h a8y 8 1 e IM morning 
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morning à ſerrant of the ptophet coming to 
Hear of the enemies deſigi to apprehend his 
matter, was ſtruck with great tetror and 
trembling; and crying, went and 15 
Eliſeus with the news. The prop et bid 
his, ſervatit not to be afraid, fot he relied 
on tlie protection of God, which always 
emboldened him. However, he prayed to 
God, to confirm his ſervant with a ſtronger 
hope, and nnimate him with courage, that he 
would be pleaſed to give ſome token of his 
8 er and preſence, as he thought proper. 

50d liſtened to the prophet's prayer, and made 
the ſervant ſee his maitet ſurrounded with a 
great number of horſemen and chariots. 'This 
ntiraculous ſight quits put him out of fear, 
and the great aſſiſtance, which he imagined 
he faw about Eliſſeus, entirely ſtrengthened 
him. After this, the prophet again prayed 
God to caſt a darkneſs before the eyes of his 
enemies, that they might not be able to diſtin- 
guiſh him. Having obtained this from God, 
he ſtept into the midſt of his enemies, and 
asked them whom they were come to ſeek: 
They told him they were come in queſt of 
the prophet Eliſſeus; upon this, he promiſed 
them, provided they would follow him into 
the city where he was, to ſurrender him into 
their hands: They not only blinded in their 
eyes, but infatuated in their ſenſes, without 
any helitation, followed the prophet for their 


guide. When he had got them within the - 


walls of Samaria, he bid Foram, the king, 
ſhut” the gates of the city, and ſurround them 
with his forces. After which he prayed to 
Ged, once more to take away the darkneſs from 
their eyes, and reſtore their ſight. Their 
blindneſs being removed, they eaſily perceived 
themſelves betrayed into the midſt of their 
enemies. The Syrians ſeeing this miraculous 
accident, but what they leaſt of all ſuſpected, 
wrought upon them, were, as was very rea- 
ſonable ro ſuppoſe, confounded with wonder 
and aſtoniſhment, and continued for ſome time 
in ſuſpenſe, as if grown ſtupied. Foram aſ- 
ked the prophet if he would have them ſhot 


to death. Eliſſeus abſblutely forbid this, for, 


ſaid he, It they had been taken priſoners of 
war, to put them to death would have been 
juſt. - But as they had offered no manner of 
injary or hoſtiliry to his dominions, but by 
the guidance of God had come thither igno- 
rantly, he adviſed him to uſe them civilly, and, 
after giving them an - handſome entertaiment, 
diſmiſs them: Joram followed the prophet's 
advice, and ſplendidly and magnificently feaſt- 
ed the Sjrians; after which he ſent them back 
to King .. 

At their return they acquainted Adad with 
what had befallen them. The king was aſto- 
niſned at the wonderful miracle, and admired 
the power and preſence of the God of the 
Tſrazlites, He was ſtartled at the reflection 
of his neat preſence to the prophet. His fear 
of Eliſſeus made him reſolve never again to 
plot ſecretly againſt the king of the Iſrae- 
lites. As he imagined his forces were ſupe- 
rior both in number and ſtrength to Foram's, 
he reſolved to declare open war againſt him. 
To this end he collected a vaſt army, and 


courſe to the city, 


ſited the guards, taking care none of the ene. 


marched with ic againſt Him — 
with it | ö ap 
ing his forces Sr. nequa 15 8 ge 
Syrians, ſhut himſelf up in Sam SS 
hed on the ſtrength of t | 
if he proved unable to take the city by his 
engines of war, yet he ſhould do 1 by fi. 
mine, and ſtopping up all the places of nher 
' city, and hindering all prove. 
fions from being carried into 15 1. laid cloſ 
ſiege to it. Foram was afflicted with uch g 
grievous famine, and ſcarcity of proviſions, 
that an aſs's head in Samaria was fold for 
fourſcore pieces of ſilver, and a quart of * 
eon's dung (for ſeaſoning) for five pieces of 
ilver. This dreadful calamity made the king 
very apprehenſive, leſt the ſharpneſs of thy 
tamine might compel ſome of his ſubjects to 
betray the city of the enemy; for which rea. 
ſon he every day went upon the walls, and yi. 


ovi- 


my got in; and no underhand and ſecret com- 
bination was carried on to his prejudice, or 
the giving up the city without his knowledge. 
Theſe precautions he had long before learned 
to put in ractice. While he was intent on 
his buſineſs, a certain woman came up to him, 
and cried, My Lord have pity on me.  Joram 
ſuppoſed ſhe begged ſomething of him to eat, 
upon which he ſeemed very angry, and curſed 
her, ſaying, © I have neither barns or wine- 
or wherewith to give thee any thing.“ 

he woman upon this acquainted him, ſhe 
wanted no proviſion of him, but only that he 
would be pleaſed to determine a difference 
ſhe had with another woman. Foram com- 
manded her to ſpeak, and ſignify to him what 
ſhe had to advance. She told him, That a 
* neighbour woman, an-acquaintance of hers, 
* and herſelf, being ſo much oppreſſed with the 
© famine, that they were no longer able to ſuſtain 
their lives, agreed to kill their children, (for 
© each had a male child,) and feed one another 
* by turns with them. Now I, aid ſhe, killed 
© mine firſt, and we eat jr. yeſterday.” But now, 
© when I ſhould have part of her child, ſhe breaks 
© her word with me, and hides him.“ Theſe 
words troubled Foram to the very ſoul; he rent 
hrs clothes and bitterly. His anger was 
vehemently kindled againſt the prophet, for 
not praying to God to avert the calamities 
wherewith he was then opprefled. And he 
preſently ſent meſſengers to take off his head 
He himſelf followed after them full of wrath, 
and muſing on the deſtruction he had threat- 
ned Eliſſeus with the king's indignation was 
not concealed from the prophet, who fitting at 
home with his diſciples, acquainted them, that 
Foram, the ſon of a murtherer, was ſending 
to behead him, Take you care, ſaid ht, to 
© faſten the doer of my houſe upon him, who 
© come to execute his raſh command, for the king 
© will change his reſolution, and revere the fro. 
© pher.” As ſoon as the ſervants of Eiſſus fa 
the perſon who was.ſent by the king's orders W 
ſlay their maſter, they bolted the door upon hin 
Joram's paſſion againſt the prophet being mn 
he was afraid left the man he 75 diſparcns 
to kill him, had put him to death, and there- 
fore he haſtened to countermand his order 


and ſave him. When he was come into 1 if 
J 


i Ss 
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| he asked him, how he could defer 
— . avert the calamities they wm 
fered, and ſuffer himſelf to be an unconcernec 
ſpectator of their preſent hardſhips. Eliſſeus 
upon this, promiſed him, that in that very 
hour, (in which he was 


iſions, that two meaſures of barley 
meyer ſold in the market for one ſicle, 


jeaſure of flour at the fame rate. 
Tab pte gladneſs through 
the heart of Joram, and all about him. They 


This joyful news diffuſed 

e an implicit belief to the prophet's words, 
2 tler had often before fully experi- 
enced the truth of his predictions; nay, their 
firm expectation of what was to happen, eaſed 
them of that day's miſery and want. But the 
captain of a Tertia of Foram's army, as the 
king was leaning upon him, faid thus, My 
prophet, the things you have told are moſt incre- 
dible. As ſoon will God pour down from hea- 
ven ſhowers of barley and wheat, as your words 
prove true. The prophet upon this, told him, 
Your eyes ſhall certainly be witneſſes of what J 


have predicted; but you ſhall receive no manner 


of benefit from it. : ky 
This propheſy of Eliſſeus was verified in 
the very manner he had ſpoke it. There was 
a law at Samaria, that all 1 9 7 perſons 
ſhould dwell without the city. 
fected with this diſtemper, had their habitati- 
ons without the gates. No body, by reaſon of 
the extreme famine, offer'd to give them any 
proviſions. And the law forbad them to en- 
ter the city; ſo that whether they remained 
where they were, or went into the town, the 
famine preſented death to them. Upon this, 
tney agreed to throw themſelves upon the 
enemy. It they ſpared them, they thought 
they thould live ; if they killed them, then 
they ſhould die an eaſier death than ſtarving. 


went in the night to the enemies camp. God 
juſt then had brought a terror and aſtoniſhment 
upon the hearts of the Syrians; he made their 
cars tingle with the ſound of arms, clattering 
of horſes, and the march of a numerous army. 
Their ſuſpicions every moment increaſed. 
Their contuſion was at length wrought to 
that pitch, that, leaving their camp, they ran 
in a precipitate haſte to Adad, and told him, 
that Foram, king of the T/raelites, had receiv- 


ed into his pay the king of the Agyptians, 


and the king of the 1/{es, who were upon their 
march, for they had heard the ſound of their 
arms near them. Adad believed the telation, 
(for his ears as well as his army's were full 


utmoſt conſternation betook themſelves to an 
haſty flight, leaving their camp, and a vaſt 
Plunder of horſes, aſſes, and great riches in it. 
The lepers abovementioned, coming up to 
the Hrian camp, found all things buried in 
the utmoſt ſilence; they entered it, and went 
ute A certain tent, where they refreſhed them- 
elves with meat and drink; took away many 


e) The Loſs of the two Hor 
nem away. Galenins, 


of ile Antiquitids of the Jews. 


then come) on the, 
morrow there ſhould be ſo great a plenty 


our men in- 


of this delufive noiſe.) All the army in the 


„ 
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clothes, and carried out of it a large quan- 
tiry of gold and filver. This done, they went 
into another tent, in like manner taking thence 
all they found in it. They did ſo a third 
and a fourth time, while not ſo much as one 
ſingle perſon was'to be found to obſtruẽt them. 
This made them conjecture the enemy had 
withdrawn themſelves, upon which they be- 
gan to reprimand one another, for not appri- 
zing Foram and the citizens of the news. They 
immediately went back to the-walls of Samaria, 
and, calling: aloud to the centry, told them 
what the enemy had done. The centry went 
and acquainted the king's guard therewith. 
oram having received intelligence of the af- 
bir convoked a counſel of his officers and 
chief men, to whom he repreſented, That he 
ſuſpected the departure of the enemy of ambuſ- 
Cade and ſiratagem That the Syrian king deſ= 
pairing of ſtarving out of the city, had forſaken 
his camp, through a view 7 drawing them out 
to plunder it : And ſuddenly ſallying back upon 
them, by means of which, he would not only 
put them all to the ſword, but become maſter 
of the city with great eaſe. Wherefore be ad- 
viſed them to watch it faithfully, and net be 
ſwelled up with falſe hopes that the enemy was 
gone , and ſuffer themſelves raſhly to go out © 
of it. This precaution of Foram's was judg'd 
by one of the aſſembly to be very prudent 
and neceſſary. Whereupon the perſon gave 
it as his opinion, to ſend two horſemen 
to ſearch all the country as far as Jordan, 
who, if rhey nappened to be taken by the 
enemy in ambuſh, might prove a warning to 
the reſt of the army not to venture fo far, 
leſt the ſame misfortune ſhould befall them. 
(a) Beſides, ſaid he, if they chance to be taken 
and put to death, their loſs will be inconſi- 
derable, and they may be accounted among 


g. thoſe who have periſhed by the famine. Fora 
Having thus fixed their reſolution, they 


agreeing to this opinion, immediately ſent two 
horſemen for that end. They travelled alt- 
along without meeting one enemy in the road. 
They found plenty of proviſions, and a vaſt 
quantity of arms, which they had left behind 
them, in order to make their flight the more 
eaſy. Foram being acquainted with theſe 
things, ſent his men to plunder their camp. 
The ſpoil was of exceeding great advantage 
to him. A large quantity of gold and filver, - 
herds of all kinds of cattle, and ſo vaſt an 
abundance of proviſions was found there, that 
the ſpoil exceeded even their imaginations. 
They not only got ſufficient to deliver them 
from their famine, but had ſuch a vaſt over- 
7 remaining, that according to the prophe- 
y of Eliſſeus, two meaſures of barley were 
ſold for one ſicle, and one meaſure of wheat 
at the ſame rate. This meaſure contains an 
Italian buthel and an half. Notwithſtanding 
this unexpected affluence of things, the cap- 
rain over the Tertia of the army was the only 
man who received no benefit of it, for being 
commanded by the king to keep his poſt at the 


gate, to hinder the multitude from ruſhing out 


ſemen will not be ſo much, fince in all Probability the Famine may take 


all 


i 
E 


D 


all at once, which might endanger many of them 
to be trodden to death in the throng, he had 
himſelf the misfortune to undergo the ſame 
fate, which he . endeavoured to hinder others 
from; for in the vaſt hurry and croud of the 
citizens to get out, he was ſqueezed to death, 
according to the predictions of Eliſſeus, who 
had denounced it againſt him; as he was 
the only one who had diſcredited the propheſy 
he had made about the plenty that was to 
happen. 

Adad, the Syrian king, got in ſafety to Da- 
maſcus, but coming to underſtand that God 
had been the ſole means of ſtriking his ar- 
my with their terror and confuſion, and that 
the invaſion of the enemy had been all ima- 

inary and deluſive, he was extremely de- 
jected, and, imagining it to be a judgment of 
heaven upon him, in that melancholy reflection 
fell ill. Hearing that E/iſſeus was coming to 


Damaſcus, he ſent Hazael, one of his molt 


truſty ſervants, with magniticent preſents to 
meet him. He charged him to ask whether 
he ſhould recover from his indiſpoſition. 
Hazael taking forty camels, loaded them with 
the moſt valuable things Damaſcus could at- 
ford, and travelled with them to meet Eliſ- 


ſeus. When he was come up with him, he 


courteouſly ſaluted him, and told him, he was 
ſent by order of Adad, to bring him thoſe 
preſents, and enquire of him if he was to re- 


cover his health. Upon this, the prophet told 


him his maſter ſhould certainly die, but de- 
fired and commanded him not to acquaint him 


with it. Hazael hearing this melancholy news 


CHAP. -Y; 
Of the Wickedneſs, Deſtruction and Death of Joram, King of the Hieroſolymites. 


7 O RAA, king of the Hieroſolymites, (who 
had the ſame name as we have mentioned 
in the foregoing, with the king of the I/rae- 
lites,) no ſooner had eſtabliſhed himſelf in the 


kingdom, than he put to death his brothers, 


and all his father's friends, moſt of whom were 
princes, and leading men. This was the begin- 
ning of his reign, wherein he gave the world to 
. Bw he was no ways unlike the kings 
of Iſrael his predeceſſors, who had relinquiſh- 
ed the cuſtoms of their country, and forſaken 
the worſhip of God. Gotholia, daughter of 
Achabus, and his wite, were very inſtrumental 
in carrying him over to pay adoration to ſtrange 
ods, and acting idolatrouſſy. However God, 
or the covenant he had made with David, 


would not wholly aboliſh his poſterity. Foram 


was every day endeayouring at ſome freſh im- 
piety, to promote the religion of the Gentiles. 
About this time the Idumeans revolted from 
him, ſlew their King, who had ever been in 
rerms of amity with his father ter and 
placed in his room another king of their own 


(a) J. Clerk is rather of Opinion, Hazae l and his Son were worſhipped as Gods by the Syrians, and pot 
Huzael and Adad, fince the People of Damaſcus under Adad underwem divers great Hardſhips, that it ut 
unlikely a King and his Murtherer ſhould haye Divine Honours paid them. of 


$e1den in his Syrian Gods in Syss. 1. L. 6. 
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region of Libina joined. Foram was ſo mad, 


Bock IX. 
was very much troubled. Eliſeus wept N 


poured out a great many tears, 
and foreſeeing 1 — 4 ae 
was to bring upon the Hebrews after 415 5 

death. Hazae perceiving it, asked what * 
him ſo ſorrowful. I weep, ſaid he, at the . 
flecting on the many miſeries the Iſractites -_ 
to ſuſtain under you ; for you will Put to & 0 
the moſt noble of them, burn their beſt * an 
cities, daſh their children againſt the ſto on 
and rip open their women with child, Has? 
asked him, whence he was to receive the a <a 
to do ſuch things. The prophet told him G. q 
had ſhewn him he was to be king of 5 * 
Hazac! returning back to the king, I hag 
him, he had nothing to fear from his diſtem 

per; the next day he took a wet net, and 
throwing it over him, ftrangled him: Alt 

which he ſeized the government. He = 
man of unwearied diligence, and much inf a 
vour with the Syrians, and the people 05 
Damaſcus. Hence it is that (a) Adad and 
Hazael, his ſucceſſors, are worſhipped as God 
for thier vaſt liberalities, and erecting ſo "wy 
ny temples, with which they adorned Da. 
maſcus. Beſides, they perform an annual ſo- 
lemnity in honour of theſe two kings, by car. 
rying their images in proceſſion, and boaſt ye. 
ry much of their antiquity, when they are 
not able to carry them higher than eleven 
hundred years. Foram, king of the Iſraelites 
having received the news of Adad's death. 
was relieved from all his fears on his account. 
and enjoyed again a ftare of tranquility and 


peace. 


making. Foram, upon this affront, muſtered 
up all the horſemen and chariots he had at 
hand, and marching with them into Idumea 
in the night time, made a ſudden inroad into 
that country, flew all he met with on the 
frontiers of his kingdom, and then marched 
back again. This expedition was of little or 
no ſervice tro him. For immediately a gene- 
ral reyolt followed it, in which the whole 


as to compel his ſubjects to aſcend the tops 
of 2 mountains, and there worſhip ſtrange 
gods. 0 
While he was acting in this manner, and 
giving too plain proofs of his diſregard to the 


laws and precepts of his anceſtors, he received ; Mc 
a letter from Elias the prophet, which c- hi 
quainted him with God's inflicting a dreadful I ar 


puniſhment upon him, for his defection from 
the laws of his forefathers, and his impious 
imitation of the idolatries of the Kings o 
Iſrael his predeceſſors, for his compelling the 
tribe of Judah, and the citizens of Hiergſohma, 
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Adad's being deified, Set 


to 
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the worſhip of their true God, an 
— falſe deities, as Ac hubus had done 
before him: For his putting to death his bro- 
thers, and ſlay ing the juſt and good without 
distinction. The prophet's epiſtle marked out 
ro him the puniſnment he ſhould undergo for 
theſe daring crimes; namely, the deſtruction 
of the people, the (1) death of his wife and 
children, and the ſhort time himſelf had to live. 
That his own death ſhould be brought upon 
him by a raging diſtemper within his bowels, 
which ſhould torment him extremely, and cauſe 
them to rot and burſt through him; that him- 
ſelf ſhould be a ſpectator of his own calamity, 
without a power of averting it, and in that 
deplorable condition ſhould die. Such was 
the letter of Elias. Uk : 
Not long after this an army of Arabians, (in- 
habiting next the Athiopians) and Paleſtines, 
made an incurſion into Foram's kingdom, which 


CHA 


of the - Antiquities of 4 the Jews. — 7 


they not only ravaged, bat pillaged his palace, 
and flew therein his ſons and wives. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, one of his ſons, named'Ochozias, 
eſcaped out of the hands of the enemy. Aſter 
this calamity, the king, according to what the 
prophet had foretold, fell ill of a lingering 
diſtemper, which was looked upon as a judg- 
ment upon him from heaven; o which he mi- 
ſerably died, having firſt beheld his guts burſt 
out of his belly. The people were violentl 

enraged againſt him; for they deemed him 
unworthy of princely burial, ſince God had 
ſent down his curſes upon him, by which he 
died; and therefore they forbid his being in- 
terred in the ſepulchre of his forefathers, or 
receiving any other marks of funeral honours, 


but buried him in a private manner, after. he 


had lived forty years, and reigned eight. Af- 
ter which, they put the government into the 
hands of Ochozias his ſon, | 


p. VI. 


Of Jehus's being anointed King, and bis putting to Death Joram, and Ochozias. 
Of the Means he took of puniſhing the Impious, 15 


O RAM, king of the 1/raelites, as ſoon as 
Adad was dead, was lifted up with hopes 
of being able to recover, out of the Syrian 
hands, Aramat ha, a city of Galaad. Jo this 
end he made great preparations, and led an 
army againſt it. As he was beſieging it, he 


received a wound from an arrow ſhot at him 


by a Syrian ; which did not then prove mor- 
tal. However, he withdrew himſelf into 7e- 
zael, to apply proper remedies to it; while 
he left Fehus, fon of Nemeſſus, to carry on 
the ſiege in his room: The city was ſhortly 
taken by ſtorm. It was propoſed to the king, 
as ſoon as he was recovered, to engage the 
Syrians in open battle: In the mean time, 
Eliſſeus the prophet gave the ſacred oil to one 
of his diſciples, commanded him to go to 
Aramatha, anoint Fehns, and tell him God 
had made choice of him to be king. He gave 
ſome other directions, and bid him depart with 
the utmoſt privacy, that no body might be 
made privy to his journey. Being come to 
the city, he found Fehus, as Eliſſeus had fore- 
told him, fitting in the midſt of his officers. 
Stepping up to him, he told him he wanted to 
communicate an affair to him. J7ehus roſe up 
immediately, and took him into his cabinet, 
where the young man taking out the oil, pour- 
ed it upon his head, and ſaid, God had made 
him king to aboliſh the poſterity of Achabus, 
and revenge the blood of the prophets, whom 
Jegebela had unjuſtly put to death. That as 
the houſe of Hieroboamus for its impieties had 
been deſtroyed, and after it, that of Baaſas, 
ſo he ſhould wholly exterminate the remains 
of Achabus, and leave none of his poſterit 

alive, After he had done ſpeaking thus, he 


aſtily went out of the cabinet for fear of being 
een by any of the army. 


(1) We have 1 
their Deaths. 1 


N21. 


i | a 


Jehus went out after him, and returned to 
his officers, where he reſumed his former place. 
They began to be very ſolicitous, and asked 
him ſeveral times to tell them what had brought 
the young man to him, for they took him to 
be diſordered in his ſenſes. You con jecture 
right, anſwered Fehus, for what he ſaid to 
me, was like words of a madman. This made 
them far more inquiſitive than before, to know 


what he had {poke to him. He told them, 


upon this, he had acquainted him, God had 
given him the government over the people. 
No ſooner had Fehus declared himſelf thus, 
than the whole aſſembly took off each man his 
garment, and ſpread it before Fehus, and then 
giving a ſignal with their horns, proclaimed 
him king. This done, he aſſembled the forces, 
and reſolved to march with them againſt Foram 
in Fegraela, who, as we have limited in the 
foregoing, had withdrawn thither, to dreſs the 
wound he had received at the fiege of Ara- 
matha. Ochozias, king of the Hieroſolh mites, 
being a near relation of Foram's (for he was 
his ſiſter's ſon, as we have ſaid above) was at 


this time come hither alſo to pay him a viſit, 
but in fact to ſee how he enjoyed his health, 


after receiving the wound. Fehus, deſirous of 
ſetting upon Foram and his adherents unex- 
pectedly, gave particular orders not to let any 
perſon flip out of the city, who might acquaint 


Joram with his intention. This he told them 
would ſufficiently diſcoyer their kindneſs for 
him, and ſhew their obedience to him as 


„„ | 

Fehus's orders were gladly received, and 
they immediately put a ſtrict watch in the 
roads to hinder any | perſons going to Fez- 
raela to acquaint Foram what was a doing. Je- 


© 


Hus in the mean time muſtered up the choiceſt 


preted thus: Becauſe Sacred Writ ſays nothing of their being raviſhed, but only of 
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of his horſemen; and, mounting his chariot, 


his body of men. 
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marched directly to Jezrae/a. He was not 


gone far before a ſpy, ſent by Foram to watch 


any perſons coming to the city, ſaw Jehiss with 
a company of armed men with him. The fel- 
low. poſted to Foram, and told him there was 


a body of horfemen drawing near the town. 


Joram preſently commanded an horſeman to 
go and meet them, and ask who they were. 
The horſeman riding up to Fehus, enquired 
of him how the army was, the king he ſaid 
having diſpatched him upon that meſlage. Fe- 
us bid him ask no queſtions about it, but 
follow kim. The ſcout ſeeing this, acquainted 
the king the horſeman had joined himſelf to 
the body of troops, and was coming along wimh 


it. A little while after this, Joram ſent ano- 


ther horſeman upon the very ſame errand. 
When the ſpy had told the king the ſecond 
horſeman had done as the firſt, ram was at 
length induced to mount his chariot, in com- 
pany with Ochozias king of the Hiero/olymites 
(who, as we have ſaid before, was at that time 
come, as being his relation, to ſee how he re- 
covered from his wound) and go and meet it. 
For ſome time Fehus moved flowly on with 
Foram met him in the field 
of Nabut bus, where he asked him, if the ar- 
my was ſafe. Fehus began to uſe coarſe lan- 
guage againſt him, and called his mother a 


forcereſs and an harlot. The king, finding 


that was no ſecure place for them to ſtay in, 
told Ochozias they were circumvented ; upon 
which he turned his chariot, and rode off in a 
precipitate flight : Jehus immediately put his 
hand to his bow, and ſhot thence an arrow, 
which went through his heart. Foram preſent- 
ly fell with his head upon his knee, and gave 
up the ghoſt. Fehus ſeeing this, commanded 
Badacrus, captain of a Yertia of the army, to 
take Foram*s carcaſe, and throw it into the 
field of Nabuthus, calling, at the fight there- 
of, Elias his propheſy to remembrance, which 
that divine perſon had foretold Achabus. After 
he had ſlain Nabuthas, namely, how he, toge- 
ther with his progeny, ſhould one day periſh 
in that very field where he had cauſed Nabu- 
thus to be ſlain; and he himſelf had heard, 
as he was fitting once behind Achavus in his 
chariot, this prediction, which fell out accord- 
ing as the prophet had foretold it. 'Ochozias, 
having beheld the exit of Foram, was appre- 
henſive of his own danger; wherefore he turn- 
ed his chariot into a bye-road, where he ima- 
ined he ſhould be able to eſcape Fehus. Bur 
he cloſely purſued him, and as he was aſ- 
cending a fteep place, let fly an arrow and 
wounded him, which obliged him to come out 
of his chariot, and mount on horſeback, by 
means of which he got clear of Fehus, and 
withdrew into Megeddo, where in a little time 
he died of the wound he had received : From 
hence he was carried to Hieroſolyma, and there 
interred, after he had reigned juſt one year, 
and ſhown himſelf a more wicked perſon than 
his father. . 

When Fehus was come to Fezraela, Fexa- 
bela, magnificently dreſſed, ſtood up in her tur- 
ret, and ſaid, O hopeful ſervant, who haſt lain 
his mafter. Fehus looking upwards, enquired 


Fravius Jos yaw s 


of which he {ent to the governors, the other | 


forces, and fortified towns. 


Book IX. 
who it was that ſpoke ; he commanded he. 
come down to him, which ſhe n | 
performing, he ordered the eunuchs abour wi 
ro throw her headlong from the tower. The þ 
walls were ſprinkled with blood as the fell 
and her carcaſe was trod to pieces by the horſes 
as ſhe laid upon the ground. This done, Jebus 
went directly to the palace, where he refreſned 
himſelf and his friends, being weary with their 
travelling; he ordered thoſe who had ſain 
Fexabela, to give her the honour of an inter. 
ment, in reſpect to her great family, and the 
line of kings from which ſhe was deſcended 
Thoſe who had the charge given them of by. 
rying her, could find nothing elſe remaining 
of her body, but her skull, the palms of her 
hands, and the ſoles of her feet; the remain. 
ing parts were eaten up by the dogs. 7h 
coming to underſtand this, was aſtoniſhed at 
Elias his propheſy ; for he had foretold ſhe 
ſhould die in Fegraela in that very man- 
ner. 1 
Achabus had ſeventy ſons, and all brought 
up in Samaria. Fehus wrote two letters, one 


to the Samarian princes, acquainting and ad- 
moniſhing them to make him, who was the 
ſtouteſt of them all, their king, and ſo revenge 
the death of their maſter ; concluding, for him- 
ſelf, he was well provided with horſes, arms, 
His writing thus, 
was to try how the Samaritans ſtood affected 
to him. The princes and governors, having 
peruſed the letters, were very much terrified 

at it. They conſidered it as an impoſſibility 
to make head againſt him, who had overcome 
two great kings ; and therefore anſwered him, 
that they received him for their lord, and 
yielded obedience to his commands. Jehys 
wrote back to them, that he bid them behead 
the ſons of Achabus, and bring their heads to 
him. The princes upon this ſent to the go- 
vernors, and gave them orders to take theit 
heads off, and fee them conveyed to Fehus : 
In obedience to the commands given them, 
they cut off all their heads, put them in 
wicker baskets, and in that manner ſent them 
to Fezraela. Fehus was at ſupper with ſome 
of his friends, when the news was brought him 
of the heads being come. He bid them be 
placed in two heaps before the gates, one on 
each fide. 'This done, as ſoon as it was day 
next morning, he went out to ſee them. When 
he beheld them, he began to tell the people 
there preſent, that he had led out an army a- 
gainſt his maſter, and killed him. But he had 
not ſlain thoſe. This was done to perſuade 
the people to a belief, that the entire deftruc- 
tion of Ac habus his poſterity and houſe, was 
the natural reſult of Elias's prophecy. When 
he had put to death as many of Arhavuss 
kindred as could be found in Fezrgela, he 
went to Samaria. But happening to meet o 
the road ſome relations of Ochoz#as, king ot 
the Hieroſolymites, he asked them whether 
were travelling. They anſwering they we 
going to compliment Foram and their oo 
Ochozias, (for they knew nothing of ther 
being ſlain by Jebus) he ordered then to 
be apprehended and put to death, being "= 
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and two per 


with one Fonadab, a very good and juſt per- 


ſon, and an old acquaintance of his: Fonadab 


ment of God. | 1 
into his chatiot, and accompany him to Samarza, 


man; but puniſh the falſe prophets and prieſts, 


for their crimes. Jonadab condeſcended 
to what Fehns ſaid, mounted his chariot, and 
rode with him to Samaria. Fehus accordingly 


whereſoever he found them, and being deſi- 
rous of {laying all his falſe prieſts and pro- 
phets, he circumvented them with ſtratagem; 
he convoked an aſſembly of the people, where- 
in he told them, he would worſhip the God of 
Achabus, and if that prince had done them ho- 
nour, he would. perform twice as much. He 
bid them take care to have all the prieſts, 
prophets, and worſhippers of their God preſent, 
for he had reſolved to make a more then or- 
dinary ſacrifice to him; at the celebration of 
which, he commanded all the prieſts to be 
preſent on pain of death: Now Achabus his 
God was called Baal. After he had in this 
manner declared his orders: for ſacrificing to 
this God. He ſent meſſengers throughout all 


the High-prieſt, after be had Slain 


 GOTHOLIA, Achabus's daughter, com. 
þ ing to hear of her ſon Ochozias's, and 
her brother Joram's death, as alſo of the to- 
tal deſtruction of the royal ſtock; endea- 
W voured by all manner of ways to root out 
the poſterity of David, that not one might 
remain to enjoy the kingdom. And ſhe had 
actually performed what ſhe had reſolved up- 
on, bur that one of Ochozias's ſons was 
5 ſaved, in the following manner: Ochozias had 
Ja lifter by the ſame father with him, named 
Voſabeth. Fodans the high prieſt was married 
Wo her. 7o/abeth happened to go into the pa- 
ace, where ſhe found a child of a year old: 
amed Joas, laying hide with its nurſe among 
the dead bodies. She privately took it with 
he nurſe and conveyed both to her own a- 
partment, from whence ſhe carried the. child 
into the temple, where her husband and ſhe 
urſed it ſix years, the ſpace of time Got ho- 
4 reigned over the Htero/olymites and the 
wo tribes, 


| In the ſeventh year, Fodaus communicated 


reſented to them the © ortunity thrown in- 
o their hands of — 15 goverment 
om Gctholig, and transfering it to the child, 
bo was the legal heir. He bound them 
an oath, to ſecure a punctual performance 
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frer the firſt falure began to commend him for | 
wh out the race of Achabns, and per- 
torming every thing according to the appoint- 

Fehus deſired him to ftep up 


telling him, he would nor ſpare one wicked 
and thoſe who had ſeduced the people from the 
worſhip of the Great God, to the adoration | 
of ſtrange deities. For it was, to a good and 


juſt man, the moſt delightful and pleaſant of all 
ws as to behold the wicked deſervedly puniſh- | 
e 


put to death all the kindred of Achabus, 


he whole matter to five centurions. He re- 
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In ber; After this he met the land of Tae), to bring the prieſts to aſ- 

fons in nner ſiſt at it. He commanded Je nene to be given 

all of them. When they had received them, 


has 


he went with their friend Jonadab into the 
houſe of Baal, and commanded ſtrict inquiry 
to be made, if no ſtranger or foreigner was 


— 


ſons to be preſent at Baal's worſhip, than 
the prieſts themſelves. He was preſently ac- 
quainted there was no others but Baalites 
there, and that the ceremony was juſt going 


door fourſcore choſen ſoldiers, unto whom he 


and vindicate their country's religion ſo long 
ſet aſide; threatning that perſon with im- 
mediate death, who ſuffered any one of them to 
eſcape. Accordingly they put every man of 
them to death, burnt Baal's temple, and ſo 
delivered Samaria from the worſhip of ſtrange 
Gods. This Baal was the god of the Tyrians ; 
Achabus, deſirous of gaining the favour of 
Ithabalus, the Tyrian and Sydoniang aud his 


father-in-law, erected a ' temple in honour of 
him at Samaria, and created priefts for his 


ſervice, giving him all manner of divine wor- 
ſhip. - When Baal was removed, Fehus per- 
mitted the people to pay adoration to the 
golden calves. As he had proved the inſtru- 


ment of rooting out the wicked race of Acha- 


bus; fo God acquainted him by his prophet, 


that his poſterity ſhould enjoy the throne of 


Iſrael to the fourth generation. Such was the 
ſituation of Fehas's affairs, 


CHAP, Vt 
Of Gotholia's fpoſſeſſmg the Kingdom of the Hieroſolymites five Tears. How Jodaus 


her, made the Son of Ochazias King, 


by an unanimous agreement together. 'This 
done, he began to conceive hopes of ſucceed- 
ing in the enterprize he had formed againſt 
Cotholia, The centurions, whom Fodaus the 
high-prieſt had brought into this aſſociation, 
went and travelled all over the country, aſ- 
ſembling the prieſts and Levites, and the princes 


of the. tribes, whom they conducted to the 


high-prieſt at Hieroſolyma. 
Fodaus demmanded an oath of them, not to 
reveal the ſecret he ſhould communicate, for 
it required their ſilence as well as their aſ- 
ſiſtance. All unaimouſly having ſworn to 
conceal, faithfully what he . ſhould diſcloſe to 


them, he brought forth the child remaining 


of the, line of David, whom he had taken 
care of, and faid, This is your king, and of 
that family which you all know God hath Fore- 
told ſhall reign for ever. Therefore J adviſe and 
ex hort you to divide yourſelves into three parts; 
one to guard the king in the temple; another to 
watch the avenues leading to it; and the other 
to defend the open gate that leads to the palace, 
Let thoſe who hade no arms retreat into the 
temple : But ſuffer none who bear weapons, un- 


leſs a Prieft, to enter into it. Fodaus further 


ordered a certain number of prieſts and Le- 
vites to guard the perſon of the king with 
their ſwords drawn, that they might imme- 

| diately 


entered in, for he would ſuffer no other per- 


to begin. Upon this, he planted before the 
gave his orders to flay all the falſe prieſts, 1 
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diately put to death any. perſon who ſhould 
dare enter the temple with a weapon in his 
hand; and to defend the king's lite with an 


undaunted courage. They all ſhewed a per- 
fe& aſſent to this advice of the high-prieſt, 
by their mutual readineſs in following it. 
In the mean while, Jodaus went and opened 
the armoury. of the kings, which Dauid had 
made in the temple; whence taking all the 
ſpears, and quivers of arrows, and what o- 
ther kinds of weapons he could find there, 
he diſtributed them amongſt the centurions, 


prieſts, and Levites. Thus armed they joined 


together in a body and ſurrounded the tem- 


ple, to prevent the entrance of thoſe Who 


had no buſineſs there. Having brought the 


child into the midſt of them, they placed the 


royal crown upon his head; and then Jodaus, 


taking the ſacred oil, anointed him with it, 
and declared him king; the people all the 


while ſhew ing their joy by acclamations, cried 
out, God ſave the King. | 
Gotholia hearing this unexpected ſhouting and 
noiſe, ſeemed much diſturbed ; and immediate- 
ly leaving her throne, hurried away with her 
uards. When ſhe came to the temple, the 
prieſts ſuffered her to go in: But the ſoldiers 
following her were denied entrance by the 
guard, who were poſted round the temple, 
had tre- 
ceived from Fodaus. Gotholia, ſeeing the child 
firing upon the throne, with the royal crown 
upon his head, rent her cloaths, and crying 


aloud, commanded him to be killed, who 


had treacherouſly endeavoured to uſurp her 
kingdom. Upon this Jodaus called the cen- 
turions, and ordered them to take Gotholia 
and carry her away into the valley of Cedron, 
and there put her to death: For he would not 
pollute the temple with the blood of ſo wick- 
ed a woman. He further commandèd them, if 
any perſon ſhould preſume to lend her any aſ- 
fiftance, to kill him alſo. Her executioner 
then ſeized her, in obedience to his commands, 
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allegiance to the king, and to defend him and 


| honour of Ac habus, but the diſhonour of God: 


"LAT? 


and carried her to the gate of the kino?« 
W 75 put her 7 " ling * mules, 
his ſtratagem having ſucceeded. nol. 
tholia, Fedaus Ks 4 5 Go. 
temple. an aſſembly of the people and 0 8 
diers; in which he bound them by an Fig 


his kingdom. After this, he 

3 ſwear to a ſtrict 40 5 
worſhip of God, and a punctual obf 
of the laws of Joy/es. This done, A a i 
ed into the temple of Baal, which Gotholi 
and her husband Foram had eregted to de 


the ki 
celebration 00 u 


and pulled it down to the ground, killing 
Maathas, Baal's prieſt. Fodaus gave the im 
mediate care and charge of the temple to th 
prieſts and Levites, as David long before had 
commanded : He ordered them twice ee 

day to offer a ſacrifice of burnt ofterings, as 
was cuſtomary, and burnt incenſe accordin: to 
the direction of the law. He appointed like. 
wiſe ſome of the Levites to be porters of the 
temple, to hinder any unclean perſon from en- 
tring privately into it. 

When he had diſpoſed things in this order 
he, accompanied by the centurions, captains, and 
people, led the king from the temple to the 
palace: And having placed him on the royal 
throne, all the people ſhouted with acclama- 
tions of joy, and gave themſelves up for ſome 
days to feaſting and rejoicing, and not a man 
in the whole city ſeemed diflatisfied with the 
death of Gotholia. Foas was ſeven years old 
when he began to reign ; his mother's name 
was Sabia of Ber/abee. He ſtudiouſſy prac- 
tiſed the laws, and was a molt ſtrict obſerver 
of God's Worſhip, as long as Jodaus the high- 
prieſt lived. As ſoon 1 as he came 
to maturity, he married two wives given him 
by Jodaus, by whom he had ſons and daugh- 
ters. Such 1s the account of Foas's eſcape 
from Got holia's ſnares, and how he obtained 
the kingdom. | 
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Hazael makes War againſt the Iſraelites and Hieroſolymites. Jehus dies, and is ſucceeded el 
by Joas. Joas, King of the Hieroſolymites, at firſt is very zealous for God's Mot. p 
ſhip, but afterwards fails his good Beginning, by ordering Zacharias to be ſtoned to tl 
Death. Joas dies and Amaſias ſucceeds him. 1 

| | 1 | p ho of 
H AE L, the king of the Syrians, wage- himſelf to an utter negle& and abhorrence a | ha 
14 ing war with the T/7aelites, and Jehus all religious duties, and a contempt of t | wh 
their king, marched an army into the country laws of his country, he died, after a reg" ' Bl no; 
of the Renbenites, Gadites, and Manaſſites, ly- (i) ſeven and twenty years over the Iſrae⁰, Bl had 
ing beyond Fordan towards the eaſt, and laid and was interred at Samaria, leaving his fo! Wl up 
it waſte. He then proceeded to ravage all Foas his ſucceſſor in the kingdom. anc 
Galaad and Batanæa, not only burning every Joas, king of the Hiero/olymites, as Vt hig 
thing, and. plundering wherever he came, but defirous of repairing the temple of God: he 
even not  refraining from the murder of all And for this end he called Jodaus the high P 
thoſe who fell into his hands. For Fehys prieſt, and gave him orders to ſend the © Lev! 1 


made no preparation to curb his outrageous 


violence, and drive him out of the country he 


had ravaged: But at laſt, having abandoned 


(1) According to the Scripture, Two and Thirty. | 


and prieſts throughout the kingdom, ro. coll 
of every perſon an half ſhekel of ſilyer ! 


wards repairing and adorning the temple; * * 


a tis 
Book'1X1 2 
and Got holia and their children. " Foaaus how- 
ever did not put their orders in execution, for 
he was ſenſible the people would not be wil- 
ling to part with their money. But in the 
twenty third year of his reign, Foas n 
bled Fodaus and the Levites, and reprimaride 

them for not obſerving © his commands about 
repairing and beautifying' the temple: And 
order'd them for the time to come to ſee it 
was repair d. Fodaus hereupon made uſe of 
this contrivance to raiſe the money, which the 
people very readily complied with. He cauſed 
a wooden cheſt to be made, with a ſmall chink 
on the top. This he placed in the temple 
near the altar, and then commanded every one 
to drop through the hole what money he 


thought fit, towards carrying on the repairs of 


the temple. This ſcheme was entirely agree- 
able to the people's diſpoſition ; who brought 
in a vaſt quantity of gold and filver, and even 
ſtrove who ſhould be the moſt liberal bene- 
factor. The high-prieſt and clerk of the trea- 
ſary opened the cheſt every day, and counted 
the money in the preſence of the king, As 
ſoon as they thought the people had con- 
tributed a ſufficient ſum of money, the king 


and maſons, and bought the fineſt and largeſt 


remained, after the repairing of the temple 
was over, they purchaſed goblets, cups and 


in the oblations of magnificent daily ſacrifices. 
This care and order was diligently obſerved as 
long as Fodaus lived. H 1 
After his death, (who lived one hundred and 
thirty years, being all along very eminent and 
remarkable for his juſtice and probity, and was 


the kingdom in the line of David;) King Foas 
laid aſide his regard for the worſhip of God. 
The princes too, and leading men of the nation, 
as well as himſelf, were reduced to that depravity 
of morals, that they violated all manner of right, 
and were guided wholly by their own jirregu- 
lar and vicious inclinations. God beholding 
with indignation this ſudden. alteration. for 
the worſe, in the king and his ſubjects, ſent 
prophets to them, to make them ſenſible. of 
their crimes, and endeavour to reclaim them. 
But their deſires were ſo linked to their own 
= unruly paſſions, that neither the remembrance 
of thoſe terrible judgments which the Almighty 
bad inflicted upon their forefathers, and their 
whole generation, for rejecting his divine laws, 
vor the melancholy puniſhments the prophets 


ha denounced againſt them, had any influence 
upon their minds. t the > 


rm But the king, ungrateful 
and unmindful of the memory o a the 
bigh-prieſt, and of the many ſignal ſervices 
| * . e his ſon Zacharias 

be toned to death in 1 
being endowed with ie temple gauer 


and re reſenting, in the midſt of the people, 


l Ito the ing and them, their indiſpenſible ob- 
Z | ghteouſneſs; 
manner: 


ation, to follow virtue and ri 
be neglect of had 


Fe be puniſhed by God in a ſevere 


Of the' Antipiteler of the Jews. 


and Jodaus the high-prieſt hired er Near, 


wood they could get to carry on the repairs. 
With the gold and filver, that abundantly. 


other veſſels, and expended great part of it 


interred in the royal ſepulchre, for preſerving 


the divine ſpirit of God, 


221 


; C 
Yet Zac barias, before he died, invoked G 


to B& his witneſs and judge, that théferüt 


and bloody death he ſuffered,” was rhe ungrate- 
ful reward of the good advice he had Bfven, 
and the many ſervices he had done J, HN his 
father. q kg * 10 oy 1 n hath * , 
It was not long before the king received a 
due reward for his crimes. Hazael, ng N of 
the Hrians, making an inroad into his'domi- 
nions, ſacked and demoliſſſed Gitta, and then 
marched his army againſt him to Hierbſohhmng. 
Foas was exceedingly terrified, and drawing 
the treaſures of God and the kings, and taking 
out of the'temple the gifts and offerings in it, 
ſent them all to the Syrian king, to avoid the 
danger of a ſiege, and ſecure himſelf from any 
apprehenſion of a war. Hazael, oyercome 
with the preſents, © departed ' with His forces 
from Hierofolyma. Jas a while after fell dan- 
gerouſly ill, and the friends of Fodaus, to re- 
venge the unjuſt death his fon Zacharias met, 
plotted againſt his life, and at length ſlew him. 
He was interred at Hieroſblhma, but not in the 
royal ſepulchre, becauſe of his impiety. He 
lived ſeven and forty years, and left his ſon 
Amaſias his ſucceſſor. 

In the one and twentieth year of Joas's reign, 
Foaz ſon of Fehn began to reign over the 
[/raclites in Samaria He govern'd that king- 
dom ſeventeen years, being unlike his father, 
but reſembling in his impieties thoſe kings who 
had revolted from God. The Syrian king in 
an engagement made ſo terrible an havock in 
his vaſt army, that he left him but ten thou- 
ſand foot, and five hundred horſe, conquering 
and plundering many of his largeſt and beſt. 
fortified cities, and giving him almoſt an entire 
defeat, Theſe calamities . befel the 1/raelites, 
according to the propheſy of Eliſſeus, when 
he foretold Hazae} he would be king. After 
he had ſlain the king of the Syrians and Da- 


* 


maſenes,, Joas finding himſelt reduced to theſe 


extremities, had recourſe to God, whom he 
beſought by prayers to deliver him out of 
Hazae/'s.hands, and not throw him into his 
power. The Almighty, accepting his humi- 
liation inſtead of an unſpotted innocence, and 
ſhewing himſelf rather deſirous of correcting, 


than utterly, deſtroying the wicked, deliyer- 


ed him from all his apprehenſions of the dan- 
ger of a war, and brought a ſtate of peace and 
tranquility in his dominions, which reſtored 
his affairs to their former flouriſhing condi- 
tion. VVVVVVVCCCP 406 30. 93%; 

After Foas's death, Foas his ſon ſucceeded 
him in the government of 1/7ael in Samaria, 
which he held ſixteen years, when Foas king 
of Fudah had reigned ſeven and thirty years, 
both of them being of the ſame name. He 
was, to ſay the worſt of him, a, very good 
prince, and far from following the example of 
his father. When Eliſſeus the prophet, through 
age, was fallen ill, the king of the Iſraolites went 
to ſee him; but finding him at the very point of 


death, the ſight fetched the tears from his ey: 
and he called him his — 6 and A 
while: he lived, he told him they had no need f 
uſing arms againſt their enemies; his prediftions 
having conſtantly made them vidtoribus without 


battles + But now his departure out of the world, 
K k k 20011 d 


/ 


222 FLA ius us N 
| magnificent and .noble funeral, ſuch a8 well 


geld lea vt I hem expo U to the boſtivities of the 
— 9 nd their other enemies. Wherefore, he 
added, that, as he could live no longer in ſafety, 
withivt the counſel of t he good old prophet, 'twas 
 muchibetter for them to leave the world Ne 
Eliffeus endeavoured- to comfort the deſpond- 
ing heart af the ſorrowful king, and bade 
| him, reach a bow and arrows, draw it, and ſhoot. 
He det fly three, and then gave over: Upon 
this, the. propher ſpoke thus: If you had jbot 
a fourth, you would have entirely overthrown 
the Syrian, kingdom; but ſince you have content- 
ed yourſelf with three, you fball prove victoriols 
over. the Syrians in the lite uumdber f engage- 
ments; and regain that country, which they have 
wreſted out 7 our father's hands, The king 
having heard this, departed. In a little while 
after, the prophet died. He was a perſon of 
moſt ſingular piety, and the love of God was 
in a viſible manner extended towards him, as 
his wonderful and almoſt incredible prophecies 
witneſs, which the Hebrews, preſerve in great 
veneration. He had the honuur of à very 


9 


Almighty. There happen d a ver 


into the prophet's ſepulchre: No 


over him in three ſeveral engagements, 
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became the dignity of a perſon ſo dear to - 


ne: * Temar q 
accident a ge after his death, ſome —— 
having killed a man, threw his dead body 


ſooner di 
the carcaſs touch the remains of Eliſſeus, = 


it was re- animated. So that this divine pro 
had not only the particular — — ane 
events whilit living, but an inherent quality of 
performing miracles when dead. *, * 


After Hazael, the Syrian king's death, the 


kingdom deſcended to his ſon Adad, againg 


whom, | Joas, the king. of the Iſraelites, pro. 
claimed” war ; And having gained à viday 
vered all the land, cities and towns, erm 1 
his father Hazac! had wreſted out of the 
hands of the Hraelites. Some time after this 
7 died, and was buried at Samaria, leaviuo 
is ſon Hieroboamus his ſucceſſor in the king- 
o rn act” ot os 


We 


Of. the Expedition of Amaſias againſt the Idumeans and Amalekites, in which þy 
_ overcomes them. Of his Engagement afterwards with Joas, by whom be ir beaten, 
and not long after Slain; Ozias bis Son ſucceeding him. e 


IW, the ſecond year of Foas king of the 
Iſraelites, Ama ſtias began at Hieroſolyma his 
reign over F:14ah; his mother was a native of 
Hieroſolyma, and named Jodad From his ve- 
ry infancy he diſcovered a more than ordinary 
diſpoſition to cultivate Juſtice and religion; 
and when he had eftabliſhed himſelf in the 
kingdom, his firſt reſolution was to revenge the 
death of his father Foaſ#s, by puniſhing his 
murtherers. Upon this, he ordered all of 
them to be ſeized, and put to death: But 
upon their children he committed no manner 
eb violence, therein wiſely obeying the laws 
of Moyſes, which adjudged it very unjuft to 
puniſh children for the crimes of their parents. 
This done, he picked out all the flower of his 
youth, juſt above twenty years of age, that 
was in the tribes of Fudah and Benjamin: 
Out of which he collected an army of three 
hundred t houſand, over whom he placed cen- 
turions: He hired likewiſe of the king of 
Trae]; an hundred thouſand ſoldiers at the 
rate of one hundred talents of filver ; For he 
had Teſolved to make war upon the Idumeans, 
Amalekites, and Gabalites But when he was 
ready to march, a certain prophet adviſed him 
to ſend back the Hraelites; for ſaid he, they 
were 4 witked race of men, and the oracle 
of God had denounced deſtructionꝰ to him, if 
* * of their aſſiſtance: But that he 

ould return victorious, if, relying on the 
protection of God, he marched out à ſmall ar- 


engaged the enemy. The king ſeem- 


m , and 

af uncaſy*ar 'this advice, becauſe he nad al- 
ready paid the auxiliaries their wages: Upon 
which, the prophet further exhorted him to 
obey the will of God, for he would increaſe his 
wealth. Upon the prophets ſaying thus, the 


king diſmiſſed them, and told them, what they 
had received from him as a hire, he freely 
beſtowed upon them as a preſent. After this, 


he marched his own forces againſt the nations 


before menrioned, and gave them a terrible de- 
tear; having killed ten thouſand men on the 
ſpot, and caſt the like number headlong alive 
from a great rock in Arabia, whither he had 
purſued them : He carried off a vaſt booty, 


and immenſe rich treaſures out of thoſe na- 


tions. While Amaſias was buſied in this er- 
pedition, the I/7ae/ites, whom he had difmiſſed, 
being enviouſly offended at his ſucceſs, and 


taking their diſcharge as an open affront upon WW 


them, which they ſuppoſed he never would 
have been Honey of, had nor he deſpiſed them, 
made a ſudden inroad into his dominions, and 
marching as far as Beth/zmere, laid the countij 
waſte round about it, carrying off a great num- 
ber of cattle, and putting three thouſand men 
ro the Fong. © 7 „ 0 
Now Amaſias, puffed up with the ſucceſs be 5 

had obtain' d, little regarded God as the fol WR . 
author of his late victory: Bur bidding de: Wi 

fiance to his power, gave himſelt over to te n. 
worſhip of thoſe gods of the Amalekites, which 8 © 
he had brought away with him out of tber n 
colintry; The prophet hereupon told him, 


Wee mw. 


He wondered how he could be ſo fooliſh as 0 bt 2 b 


lieve thoſe to be gods, who were not able 2; 5 8 2 
their worſhippers any a/jiRance, or to e, 
them . * 2 — had ufferd | 8 
many of. them to be deſtroyed, an theme 1 . 
to be taken priſoners, and carried 0 27 1 4 
Hieroſolyma with the re/t of the ſpoil. I 1 © 
words ſo highly provoked the king, that "wt 
forbade him ſpeaking any more, and uy 3 
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more to act. beyond his office. N pon 
hs, the prophet ſaid he would. for the _ 
hold his peace: But foretold him, that 505 
would not let paſs the ſtrange innovations be 
had made in religion. Amaſias now ſwelled 
with pride, and unable to govern himfelt yn 
the happy run of ſucceſs: he had received at 
the hands of God, and. for which he ugs. 
fally and impiouſly diſhonoured him, wrote ce 
Foas king of the Iſraehtes, commanding him, 
Together with all hs people, tb pay him A prits 
allegiance, as was formerly done by his ahnceftors 
40 David and Solomon: Otherwiſe, he would 
nabe him ſen/ible of his right by power of arms. 
Joas returned the following anſwer's {715 1 


» 


_ 


King Foas to King Amafias. 
There was in mount Libanus a lofty cypreſs 
and a thiſtle. The thiſtle ſent to the cypreſs t0 
demand his daughter in marriage But in the 
mean while, a wild beaſt went by and trod d 0wn 
the thiſtle. Let this be an example to you, not 
to covet too high things; nor, after your late 
ſucceſs againſt rhe Amalekites, vauntingly boaſt 
too much, for fear your own kingdom fnould un- 
dergo the like calamities. N 


Amaſias having read the letter, was moved 
with a ſtronger deſire than before of waging 
war againſt him; and God, we are of opinion, 
ſpurred him on to it, by way of puniſhment for 
his wicked apoſtacy. Having led out his army 
againſt Joas, and drawn it up in battle atray, a 
ſudden fear and conſternation, the uſual effects 


OY 


os 


; ceſſion to the Crown, after tbe Death py 
King 


N the fifteenth year of the reign: of king 
Amaſias Hieroboamus, ſon of Foas, enter d 
upon his government over the Jraelites at Sa- 
= maria, which he held forty: years. He li- 
ved in ſtubborn contempt of God, and an 
open violation of the laws; he was an ido- 
later, in the moſt groſs and abſurd manner, 
and brought innumerable calamities upon the 
Hraelites. Jonas the prophet foretold this 
prince, that the Syrian power and grandeur 
might be very much diminiſhed by him, if he 
made war againſt them; and the bounds of his 
on kingdom extended to the city Ameathus 
= northward; and to the lake Aſphalitis ſouth- 
I ward; for formerly Canaan was thus bounded, 
I by Feſus the famous general. Hieroboangs, 
_ purſuance of Jonas 's prediction, made an 
pe dition againſt the Syrians; wherein, as the 
Pp" opher- had foretold him, he reduced to his 
oe dience all that country. % 
: po ink neceſlary, as J have promiſed a 
accurate account of actions and 
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000 Tis plain, that, beſides the Holy Sc 
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of \Gqd's ix! ifpleafure > ſeizetl his>wholes Hoſt 
and made them"fly; even before the engage 
ment. The army Deing-wthus aiſperſed 
fear; it happend Amaſtaus, fotſuk en by His m 
was taken priſoner by thdl enemy : And Jo 
threatned him with, ddath, if he did not per- 
ſuade the Hibriſolymitos tonòpen their gates, 
and rebeive him and his whole army jute the 
city. Ama ut, compelled by neceſſity and 
terrified at the apprehenſions of dying, com 
ſented to the enemies admietance. Jonas there. 
fore, riding in his ttiumphal chariot, with. ma- 
fas his priſoner before him, entered Hieroſo- 
Iyma, through a breach of the wall, fout 
hundred cubits wide, which he had ordeted tô 
be made for that purpoſe. And thus he, be- 
ing now | maſter. of Hieroſolhma, took away 
with him the treaſures of God, and catried off 
all the gold and ſilver he could find in the 
palace of Amaſius e At laſt he gave HAmafius 
his liberty, and returned to Symaria, Theſe 
calamities fell upon the Hieroſolymites in the 
fourteenth/ year of Amaſas's reign. Aﬀet 
this, his own friends laid wait for his life, 
which obliged him ro take refuge in La- 
chiſa, where he was ſhortly after murthered by 
ſome perſons ſent thither by the conſpirators. 
His body was carried back to Hieroſolyma, 
and there interr'd with the royal funeral 
rites. And thus did he end his life for his in- 
ſolence and contempt of God; having lived 
four and fifty years, and reigned nine and twen- 
ty, leaving behind him his ſon Ozias to ſuc- 
ceed him. E os pr FRIGHT, 
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Of Hieroboamus Xing of the Iſraelites, and the Prophet Jonas. Of Zacharlas's Ac- 

| L of his Father Hieroboamus. Of Ozias's the 
of the Hieroſolymites Conqueſt: of the bordering Nations, and the Accidents 
_ that befel him as he was going to offer Incenſe...  - + re OT 


events, to relate in this work every, thing I 
have obſerved in the (a) Hebrew books 76, a 
ting to this prophet. God having comnianded 
him to go to Miniveh, and there ſoretel the 
people, that their empire would ſoon be diſ- 
ſolved: He, through fear, did not go; but fly. 


ing from God to Foppe, there embarked on 


board a veſſel, which by chance was in the hat- 
bour, zeady to ſer fail, and bound for Turſus 
in Clicia. A ſudden tempeſt aroſe in bis paſ- 


ſage, by which the ſhip was in great danger 
of ſinking: The captain: of the ſhip, 1 


and ſailors, ſeeing them ſelves in ſuch imminent 
danger, betook themſelves to prayers for a 
deliverance from their , preſent calamity: Fe- 
nag all the while ' lay-catcealed in the veilel, 
lietle regarding what the reſt of the crew was 
doing. But a great ſea ariſing, and the wind 
raiſing the waves to a vaſt height, all of them 
began ro apprehend, as is very. likely in ſuch 
caſes, ſome perſons on board was the teil cauſe 
of the tempeſt: Whereupon they reſolved to 


: g ne en 3. emed ee) 
ripturea, he meant the Robbinica / Books, which he gave ton much 


caſt 


* 


caſt lots, and try to ſind out who the perſon 
was. Accordingly lots were caſt, and the 
chance fell b upon Jonas. This made them 
asle him what countryman he was, and what 
employment he followed : He anſwered he 
was an Hebrew by nation, but a prophet of 
the great God: And then adviſed them, if they 
were deſirous ob averting their preſent danger, 
to throw him into the ſea, for he was the ſole 
occaſion, of ſuch tempeſtuous weather. At ſirſt 
they had not the courage to perform his com- 
mand, thinking it great injuſtice to expoſe a 
ſtranger to ſo manifett a danger of his life, and 
who had entruſted it in their hands. But the 


thoughts of their being ſwallowed up by the 


waves, as they expected the ſhip's ſinking every 
moment, baniſh'd their compaſſion: And being 
mov d on the one hand by the prophet's intrea- 
ties, as well as on the other by their own 
fears, they at length threw him in: Where- 
upon the tempeſt preſently abated. Hiſtory ſays, 
he was caſt upon the ſhore of the (a) euxine 
ſea, after he had been ſwallowed by a whale, 
in whoſe belly he remained three days, and as 
many, nights alive, and without receiving any 
manner of hurt in his body. Immediately 
after this miraculous deliverance, he asked 
pardon of God for his offence, and went di- 
rectly to Miniveh. Where ſtanding in a con- 
venient place, from whence his words might 


be diſtinctly heard, he foretold them, that the 


empire of 4/ja would in a ſhort time be taken 
out of their hands. After this propheſy, he 
returned back. What I have here related is 
wholly taken from the accounts given of him 
in our () books. Þ _ 5 

King Hicroboamnus having lived in great 
peace and proſperity, and reigned in that hap- 
py ſtate forty years, at laſt died, and was 
buried at Samaria, his ſon Zacharias ſuc- 
ceeding him. Ozias, the ſon of Amaſias, be- 
gan to reign over the two tribes in Hierqſoly- 
ma, in the fourteenth year of Hieroboamus - 
His mother's name was Achalia, by nation an 
Hieroſolymite, He was naturally of a good 
and juſt diſpoſition, valiant, © and in the ad- 
miniſtration of his affairs very - prudent and 
careful. He made an expedition againſt the 
Paleftines, in which he overthrew them, took 
their eit ies Gitta and Famnia by ſtorm, and 
pulled down their walls. After this expedi- 
tion, he engaged the Arabians, bordering upon 
the Apyprians, whom he conquered, and af- 
terwards built a city near the red ſea, into 
which he put a ſtrong garriſon, Having alſo 
gained a victory over the Ammanites, he im- 


poſed a conſtant tribute upon them, and reduced 


into his obedience all their countty, as far as 
the frontiers of AH After which he re- 
turned to Hieroſolyma, and began to ſhew 
his. care for that place. Whatever part of 
the walls of the city was run to decay through 
length of time, or the negligence of preceed- 
ing ki Pulle, as well as all 


ing kings, he entirely re 
thoſe places the king of the 1/raelites had de- 


moliſh'd, when he entered Hieroſolyma in tri- 


(a) Bochart in his Hieroz, Part II. 1. 1. ch. xix. ſhews this to be an Error of Foſephus. (b) Vik Ti 
Scripture and Rabbinical Writings, as before taken Notice ec. ; 


ner before him. He alſo raiſed: many tow 


a ſling. Beſides theſe, he made ſeveral large 


of the temple, and not violate the laws of 


umpb, with Ozias's futter Aima/ias his prifo. 


an hundred and: fifty cubits high; + H v, , 
built ſeveral 2 to une n 
country, and untortified places, and 8 
ny i 49 2g for he had a vaſt abung = 
ot all ſorts of cattle, his kingdom "wy 
very fit for paſturage. He underſtood bus 
bandry, and enriched his country with I 
ſorts of | plants and ſeeds, and other kink 
of agriculture. + He had an army conſiſti of 
three hundred and ſeventy thouſand wn. 
men, commanded by two thouſand De 
and tribunes, all men of exceeding great "ny 
lour and might. He diſpoſed his whole arm, 
into companies, and armed each man with 

ſword, ſhield, a breaſt plate of braſs, boy, wr 


machines to batter towns in a ſiege, and other 
inſtruments to caſt ſtones with, beſides gte 
pling irons, - and many other things of that 
nature. : * AS: 
Having made theſe vaſt preparations, ambi. 
tion at length ſeized his mind: He efteem'g 
the tranſitory glory of earthly, aboye the 
immortality of heavenly things, and ſo was 
took off from his obedience to God, and the 
laws. His ſucceſs proved the occaſion of his 
falling into the very crimes his father had been 
guilty of; for his tide of good fortune was 
too ſtrong for him, and at length bore him 
down. A ſolemn feſtival was at hand, at which 
all the people were accuſtomed to be pteſent: 
The king at that time cloathed himſelf in 2 
ſacerdotal habit, and went into the temple to 
offer incenſe to God on the golden altar. Up- 
on this, Azarias the high- prieſt, who had four- 
ſcore other prieſts to attend him, went, and 
forbade him proceeding in his deſign, at the 
ſame time they all ordered him to depart out 


God ; for they repreſented to him the unlav- 
fulneſs of any one's offering incenſe, except 
he was of the line of Aaron. The king was 
highly nettled at their words, and threatued 
to put them to death, if they ſpoke a word 
more. Immediately” the earth trembled, and 
the roof of the temple open'd, through which 
a beam of the ſyn. darted full upon the face 
of the king, who from that very inſtant be- 
came a leper. This prodigy was followed by 
another. Near a certain place before the c. 
ty, named Eroge, the one half of a mountall 
1 look'd weſtward, was torn from the othe! 
half, and rolled for the ſpace of four furlong5 
till it ſtopt eaſtward of a mountain over-aga 

it, by which means the road was blocked 
up, and the king's gardens covered with rub- 
biſh. The prieſts perceiving the king's face 
cover'd all over with. the leproſy, acquainted 
him with his misfortune, and commanded hin 
to depart out of the city as an unelean petſon 
Aſhamed at what had befallen him, and fruc 
with great terror, he obeyed their command 
and went out of the city with the mire 10 
diſtemper upon him, as a mark of his Pang 
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to manage the rnment in h ad ; 
| bro? griet and remorſe of conſcience fot 


iians, making an expedition 
v1 Hraelites, ſubdued all the land of Galaad, 
all the country lying beyond Fordan, and Ga- 


Bodk IX. of the Antiquities of abe Jews: 


the crimes he had committed, he departed this 


ment for his inſolence and contempt of God. 
He lived for ſome time out of the city in a 

rivate condition, ſubſtituting his ſon Fot ham 
vernment in his ſtead : At 
length; t 
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though ſubdued in war, ought not to have 
ſuffered. In this wicked manner he begun his 
reign, and for the ſpace of ten years exerciſed 
the ſame inhumanities ; and was, in ſhort, the 
moſt cruel of all the kings his predeceſſors. 
Phale, the Aſſyrian king, marched a numerous 
army againſt him, but he thought fit to de- 
cline the engagement, and purchaſe his ſafety 
with the offer of a thouſand talents of filver ; 
which the Aſſprian received, drew off his army, 
and retired. Manaem raifed this ſum of mo- 
ney of the people, every perſon being taxed 
fifry drachms, Some time: after this he died, 
and was interred at Samaria, leaving his ſon 


Phaceas his ſucceflor. This prince reſembled 
his father in all manner. of cruelty ; reigned 
two years, and then was treacherouſly mur- 


thered, with ſeveral of his own friends, as he 


ſat at a publick entertainment. Phaceas a 
Wy ©::bune, ſon of Romelia, was the perſon, who: 
Ws contrived the plot againit him, and afterwards 
We vlurped the kingdom, reigning therein twenty 


i 


years in a vety wicked and tyrannical man- 
In his reign 7, heglaphalaſar, king of the 
ainſt the 


lilee adjoining to it, beſides Cidyſa and Azor ; 


a carried away into captivity, all their inha- 
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life: After he had lived ſixty eight, and reign- 


ed fifty two years. His body was interred in 
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bitants; into his own kingdom Ok whom 
we haye already ſaid enough in this place. 
Now Fot ham, ſon of Ozias, reigned at Hie- 
roſolyma over the tribe of Judah, whoſe mo- 
ther's name was Jeraſa, a native of that city. 
This prince was endowed with excellent quali- 
fications, his piety towards God was great, 
and his juſtice. towards man very ſtrict. His 
care for the affairs of the city was viſible in 
many inſtances, (for what part ſoever was xui- 
nous, and fallen to decay, he rebuilt 3). bg 
repaired the porch and ſteps leading to the 
temple, and erected a great part of the city 
walls, that through want of repairs were tum- 


proof againſt any aſſault. He alſo made war 
againſt the Ammanites whom he defeated, and 
impoſed on them an yearly tribute of ne hun- 
dred talents of ſilver, ten thouſand (1) mea- 
ſures of barley, and the ſame number of wheat. 
Thus he enlarged and enriched his kingdem, 
making it formidable to its enemies, and cauſing 


theſe words: Niniveh ſhall be as a fiſh: pool, 
whoſe waters are violently agitated with the 
wind; all its inbabitants ſhall be put into con- 
fuſion, and fly away; but ſhall forft ſay to one 
another ; Stand, ſtop, take with you your gold; 
take with you your ſilver. |. But not one ſhall 
Follow this advice ; for they ſhall eſteem the pre- 
ſervation f their lives much dearer than the 
Poſſeſſion of their riches. Every one ſball be 
filled with faction and diſcord ; lamentation 
and ſorrow ſhall come upon them; their limbs 
ſhall grow weak, and their Faces turn pale as 
death with fear. Where will then be the lion 
den, or the dam of the lion's whelps ? Behold, 
O Niniveh, the word of the: Lord ſpeaks unto 
thee I will utterly deſtroy thee, and no more 
foall the lions, that - come out of thee; govern 
the world. The prophet propheſied many other 
things againſt N;ziveh, which I think unneceſ- 
ſary to be related here, and have paſſed them 
over on purpoſe, leſt I ſhould ſeem too tedious 
and troubleſome to my readers. However, 
Nahum's propheſy againſt Ninivsh was veri- 
fied an hundred and (hem: years after, And 
ſo much on this head at pteſenrt. 


* 


d * * fs 10 


* 
8 x LS & 
o y & + . 
« % 
— * * 
* k 
DI49374 : . 1 5 o — 
LY N , »# . * » 2 * 46 
— — —— — 


222 = = EN — 
I FEM I: Is hep ” It rp iS 2 o — "os 
a 8 4 — * 2 n — he . A 1 4 
«as. * 2850 5 E — wind. nee ti 3 : 8 * 3 
1 n Mane r . 22 „rr. en 8 „„ „ p - = - 
Fr, : . . * a K 8. — 24 22 — 2 
4 RS n we ? 


— * Þ . 
a 9 - < p 
8 — >a RI 
7 
. — of, by 2 
od. * 
* bod Js ® n Py 


wig 


S- www | I 


a wo 


. * * 
+ SAC * . 1 * 
# + 428 1 — my "+ : 7 te: PL } - 14 $4 1 


3 
+ + 9 * i 4 « 
” { * a : 
. \ "A \ £* {% #4 © „ % F i 
— J \ "Fs SEAS „Ii 14 "= * 
r 0 14 
0 1 1 | * » 
FIT) 


g 21 
2 
11 «5 V7 * 14 


4 


pay BP HV $: 
3 Dis Q33 24462028 | 210 3G} ; 


N Th 1 
2 1 2 
20 12 5 1 u 7 4, $4448 ' 
7 i * 6 + \ 9 
W ES 4 AE 3 * 1 
XII. 2 * E 5 211 "A, 
F — 14k 


0 Joihain' 5 Death, ii Athy Mace die + the „ M 
of Je of Damaſcus, and Phaceas, King of Iſrael, made againſt him, Of tbe I | 


to carry on the War againſt them, between Achazes and Theglapha laſar, the Af. 


ſyrian King, who ravaged Syria, "carried rhe emo) into * 


af City with other Nations. 14 


va Ae 44 


+ OTHAM died in the forty firſt year of 
his age, after he had reigned ſixteen years; 

95 was at laſt buried in the royal ſepulchre. 
The kingdom then deſcended by hereditary 
right to fis ſon Ac baxes, who behaved him- 
ſelf in the moſt impious againſt God. He not 
only acted contrary to the laws of his coun- 
bur followed the wicked practices of the 


/ kingsof Iſrael, building altars at Meroſolyma, 


hich he ſacrificed to idols; and follow- 

>the cuſtom of the:Canaanites, made a burnt 
ige ol his own ſon, and committed ſeve- 
ral other impieties of the like nature. In this 
mad and frantic behaviour, he was ſet upon 
by Ataſes king of .Damaſtys,'and: the Syrians, 

by Phaceas 

entered into an alliance againſt him, asd ſhut 
him up in Hieroſolyma, where they boſieged 


him a long time, but to little purpoſe; the 


walls proving too powerful againſt their attacks. 


In the mean while the Syria, king took Ailath, 


a city near the red ſea, the inhabitants whereof 
he put to the ſword, and then pur a colony 
of Syrians into it. After he had taken ſeveral 


garriſons, and put to death a vaſt number of 


Jews, he drew his army out of the country, 
and marched home to Damaſcus with a rich 
booty. The king of Hieroſoljma, underſtand- 
ing the Syrians were returned home, imagined 
himſelf ſtrong enough to engage the king of 
the Hfraelites- "NW hereupon he drew out his 
army againſt him to give him battle, but in 
the engagement was ſſain; the anger of God 
being Kindled againſt him 'for his many noto- 
rious and impious crimes: For one hundred 
and twenty thouſand 8 were ſlain that day 
by the T/raclites. Their general Zacharias 


flew with 15 own hand Amaſias king Aehazes's. 


ſon, - and 'Ericas the prime miniſter of ſtate, 
and took Elcas, the general of the army of 
Fudah, priſoner alive. Beſides, he took many 


captives of both ſexes" of the. tribe of Benja-. 


min, and, enriched with a very confi Ty 
ſpoil, returned to Samar. 

Obedas, a certain prophet, lived at this time 
in Samaria; he went to meet the army before 


the walls of the city, where, exalting aloùd his. 


voice; he deelared the victory had not fallen 
on their ſide by their valour atid: conduit, 
but by the anger of God, which was kitidled! 
againſt king Achazes. He then reprimanded 
them for not contenting themſelves -with the 


proſperous ſucceſs they had received; but pre- 


ſuming to lead captive men of the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, and their own relations 
too: He perſwaded them therefore to diſmiſs 
them to their own homes, without - offeri 
_ 10 . manner of injury: For if the 14 
is orders, God would certainly * pu- 


ing” of the I/raelites, who had 


true God, who, e 
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5 Ihe 3 of Iſrael, upon. thi 
i 


e, convened an aſſembly, and conſulteq 
what to do. A certain man named Bat ha- 
zias, who had e intereſt in the c 
monwealth, ſtood up; and three others 
him; and ſpoke” thus: Ne will not 50 
60 oe nt theſe people fhould be brought captives 
into the city, left God  deftroy all of 'us "for it: 
For our own paſt crimes are bewbns enough 
Againſt him, which the prophets hoe "Jemodncel 
againſt, without bid ng his vengeanct by 
any new wickedneſs. ' When the ſoldietz ha 
heard this — they gare Their p 
fohets power to act as they thought fit, J 
the Wir 12 tſons peter dene ned ke 15 
ca ptives, fed © _ from their chains, and 
Balg taken care of their bidies, furniſhel 
them with proviſions for their joumey, an 
theri ſent them ſafe home; here conduct 
55 them beyond Jericho, a little way fro 

e 


A 


roſolyma, where they left them, and te- 


turned to Samaria. 

King Achazes, having received this terrible 
overthrow, ſent ambaſſadors to The! Iaphalaſar, 
the Marian king, to defire his alliance. with 
him, in à war againſt the 1/raelites, Syrians 
and' "Damaſenes ; he promiſed him a grent ſum 
of money, and gave him in hand (as on ear- 
neſt of more) large and rich preſents. No 
ſooner were the ambaſſadors arrived; and bad 
opened their inſtructions, than he faſtened to 
his aſſiſtance, and making an expedition apainſt 
the Syrians, laid waſte theit country, took 
Damaſcus by ſtorm, and flew King Ara] 4. He 
tranſplanted. the Damaſenes Inte the upper 
Mellin, and put a colony, of  Aſſjrianx into th fr 
city. This done, he plundered the Land ot 
Iſrael, taking away with Him many priſoners 
After he had thas' humbled th he Fm, king 
Ac bages, taking all the gold and filver thets 
was in the royal treaſury, and even in 1. 
temple of God, beſides all the offerings of 
or recious value, went to Damaſcus, and pre- 

ted them, according to a reemetit, to the 
Aſſyrian king: After which he returned him 
1155 grateful ak for the ſervices He had done 
Kita: and then went back to Hieroſohms, Thi 
prince was ſo ſtupid and thoughtleſs ot of his 
own good, that though the eng bad given 
Him Vorertible 8 5 5 he Alter 
aclore their gods, and worſhip 190 74 if by 
rheir affiſtance he was yet to. pee he Ae 
Having” OY a" ſecond « c , be. . 

gan to p int Mir erke ro the AfYr/e ant. 

au cy to give greater worthip' 0 al : 
falſe deities, than he had ever done to . 
nraged at his apoſtacy, bi 1 

occafioned the defears he had lug pen -f - 

contempt of God, and diſobediencs, h 
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thirty yeats, and 
* ſon Exekias His 
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Foo Phaceas was rrehcherou¹. murthered by Oſeas, who not long after was conquered 
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= BOU Tithis time;:Phaceas king of rhe 

Vaelites was murthered by the treu: 
chery of Qſeas his particular friend: Who, u- 
ſurping the goverment, Was guilty of much 
wickedneſs, and behaved himſelf in an ut- 
ter contempt of all things divine for the 
ſpace of nine years. Sa/mahaſar, the Aſſy 
rian king, made an expedition. 'againit- m, 
in which he gave him an overthrow, (tor 
he had loſt the favour and protection of 
and reducing him to his obedience, 


aſſembly ot the people, prieſts and, Levites; 
to whom he ſpoke in this manner : & I need 


« I Shen you _rherEfore, as you have exe 
ent of this 


« which means you will avert his Wrath, 
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| former kings. He exhorted the 1/7aelites. roo 
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to come to Feroſolyma, there to celebrate 
the feaſt of unleavened bread, in company 
with his own people. He adviſed them not 
to do it, unleſs voluntarily, and wich a free 
will, which would turn to every one's ad- 
vantage, as being a means of making them 
for the future px. The ambaſſadors com- 
ing among the 7/722/ites, opened their king's 
inſtructions; but they, far from influencin 

thoſe impious men with a compliance wil 
them, where diſobeyed, and treated with de- 
riſiod, as if they had been madmen; nay; 
they deſpiſed, rejected, and at laſt put to 
death the prophets too, who exhorted them 


* 
63 


to a performance of the ſame thing, and 
foretold them the many calamities they would 


ſuffer, if they did not ſeaſonably repent, 
and turn to God. Not content with com- 
mitting theſe outragious acts, they proceed- 
ed to do far worſe, continuing in their a- 
bominable impieties ſo long, till God, de- 
ſirous of revenging his inſulted honour, de- 
livered them into the hands of their ene- 
mies. But of this we ſhall ſpeak' more here- 


a 4 


alter. Notwithſtanding, ſeveral of the tribe 


of Manaſſes, Zabulon, and Tſſachar, obeying 
the admonitions of the prophets, became 


converts to true piety, and went to Eze- 
kias at Hieroſolyma, to worſhip there the 
God of their fathers. 1 - S122 


When the multitude was met together, 
king Ezekias went up to the temple, ac- 
companied with the. princes and all che peo- 
ple, where he made a ſacrifice for himſelf 
of ſeven oxen, ſeven rams, as many lambs, 
and as many he- goats. When the king and 
princes had laid their hands upon the heads 
of the victims, they let the prieſts perform 
the, ſacrifice; who ſlew them, and then 
made an intire -burnt-offering of them, the 
Levites in the mean time, ſtanding (ina ring 
about them, with inſtruments of muſic; ſung 
divine hymns, according. to the inſtructions 
of David; while the prieſts joined in con- 
cert with them, and accompanied their voices 
with trumpets. After this, the kipg and all 
the people fell proſtrate with their faces to 


the ground, and adored God:  Ezekias af- 


terwards ſacrificed ſeventy oxen, an hun- 
dred rams, and two hundred lambs; and gave 
ſix hundred oxen; and three thouſand other 


cattle, to feaſt tlie people withal. This 
the prieſts performed according to the pre- 


ſcription of the la ; and the King ſat down 


among the people, returning God thanks with 


the utmoſt gratitude and R290 7 yi 
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ſand bulls, and ſeven thouſand of other to the antient worſhip of the true 
kinds of cattle: The ſame laudable exam- After things were ſettled in this order the 
ple did the princes follow; for they gave king proclaimed war againſt the Pale 
a thouſand bulls, and fourteen hundred other and obtained a victory over them, tak; 
cattle... This feſtival," which had not been all the enemies cities, from Gaz to Gin, 
performed in the like manner ſince Solomon's The king of Mria, then ſem ambaſſadors 
time, till Ezekias's days, was now celebrated ro demand payment of the tribute his fa. 
with vaſt ſplendor and magnificence. As ſoon ther before him had ſubmitted to, otherwiſ 
as the feſtival was over, they made it their he threatned a total ſubverſion of his king. 
buſineſs to purge the country round abont dom. Ezekias, was not at all daunted with theſe 
from impurity of worſhip, and to clear the aſſuming threats of the HGrian; but put 
city from idols. The king then commanded his entire confidence, in his piety to God. 
da | and the prophecies of the propher-.E/aiah, 
= 


daily ſacrifices to be offered out of his own 


o . 


ſtores, according to the law, and appointed whoſe veracity ho had already; ſufficient) 
experienced. And thus much at pteſent is f 
ficent relating to this king 


the tenths and firſt fruits to bg, giyen, to the 
prieſts and Levites, to enable. them to. take 
cars of God's worſhip, without the hindrance 
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Of Salmanaſar's rating Samaria by Storm, caryyb 
ar 9055 planting their Country with 4 


\ALMANASAR, the Aſſrian king, 


hearing the king of the Hraelites had ſent 
a private embaſly to Soah the Agyptian king, 
to invite him into an alliance againſt him, 
was moved with indignation at the news, and 
accordingly made an expedition againſt Sa- 
maria, in the ſeventh year of Ofeas. The 
king refuſing to yield, he beſieged it three 
years, and then took .it by ſtorm, in the 
ninth . year of king Oſeas, and the ſeventh 
of Ezekias king of Hieroſolyma. By the loſs 
of this place the kingdom of 1/7ae/ was 
quite overthrown ; the whole nation was car- 
ried captive into Media, and Perfa'; among 
whom was Oſeas their king. Salmanaſar then 
brought other nations from a certain place 
in Per/ia, called Chuthns, (there being a ri- 
ver in that country of the ſame name,) and 
gave them Samaria, and all the land of Iſrael 
to inhabit. Thus the tranſportation of the 
ten tribes out of Fudea, happened nine hun- 
dred and forty ſeven years from the time 
their fathers departed out of Ægypt, to take 
poſſeſſion of it. Eight hundred years from 
the goverment of Jeſus; and two hundred 
and forty years, ſeven months, and "ſeven 
days, after the revolt from Roboamus the 
n David, to Hieroboamus; of whom 
have ſpoke already. This calamity fell 
upon the 1/raclites, for their acting in oppo- 
ſition to the laws, and diſobeying the prophets, 
who had from time to time foretold them of 
their deſtruction, if they ceaſed not from com- 
mitting their iniquities. Now the original of 
this their tranſportation into Media, was their 
revolt from Roboamus David's grandſon, and 
conſtituting Hieroboamus his ſervant their king; 
who by his numberleſs crimes made God his 
enemy; but in return for them, and the ini- 
quity into which he plunged his ſubje&s by 
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| 20 he feaſt of nleavened bread, was; now at of apy; other employment. Thus the d. 

IN e ie of their preparations ple farniſhdd chen abundantiy — Bo \ ws 
for rhe | feaſt of the paſſover, "they | offered ger of, fruit and proviſions, upon Which ac. 
p for feven days ſucceſſively a new courſe count the king cauled granaries and Rore, 
of ſacrifice. The king, over and above what honſes to be built 
the people facrificed, gave them two thou- and children: And thus again th 
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be found in the Tyrian records: For he made « 
an expedition againſt that nation when Fulzus 

was king. Mention is alſo made of this 
prince by Menander, who digeſted the Thrian 

affairs into a chronicle, and tranſlated their be 
records into, the Greek language: The ac- WW- 
count he gives is as follows: Flileus ws 
c king of the Brians, and reigned fix and 


* thirty years; he failed with a fleet againk 
ce the Kittæi, who had revolted from him, and 
ce reduced them to his obedience: At the 
ce ſame time the Aſria# king waged war 2. 
« painſt him, and carried his arms over all Phe 
ce nicia; but, after having made peacethrougl- 
e out all the country, marched home agu. Wt 
& Sidon Me, old Tyre, and many more cities 
6e revolted from the Dyrian, and went over 0 Bt 
ce the JE: zent. The Tyrians not 
the Aſhrian goverment. The Tyrians 

« following their example, the King renewed 
ce the war againſt them, having been furoiſh 

« by the Phenicians with ſixty fail of ſhips 
ct and eight hundred , rowers. "The, Jian 
© engaged this numerous fleet, and with ol 
cc twelve veſſels, diſperſed the enemies ſhips 
« and took five hundred of their rowers cab. 
ce tive. This procured the Tyrians.a po A 
ce deal of fame; The Mirian king, nw: 11 
« at this loſs, returned, and ſet guards at © 1 

ce river, and aqueducts, ro hinder them. 10 2 
ce drawing water. The Brians endure 6 
* hardſhip five years, and procured the 
« water out of the wells they were oblige" "8 
ec dig.“ This is the account the 2 | 
cords give of Salmanaſar king of the 4 
rians. | pie 


Book IX. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


When the Chut hæans (who were compoſed 


— 
of five nations, and called by this name from 


Perſia named Chuthus, which is 


a country of | | 
0 a river there, from whence 


alſo the name of 


they were tranſplanted) went to Samaria, they 


carried thithet with them their own gods, and 


worſhipped them after the cuſtom of their 
e 5 The Almighty beholding this, was 
exceedingly wroth, and ſent a ſudden (1) peſti- 


country. 


lence amongſt them, which ſweeping them 
away in heaps, without any remedies being 


able to avert the calamity; they were adviſed 


by the oracle to pay their adoration to the 
moſt High God, as the only way to fave them- 
ſelves from deſtruction. To this end they 
ſent ambaſſadors to the Af rian king, deſirin 


him to ſend them ſome of the prieſts, taken 


priſoners in the war with the Jraelites Their 
requeſt was granted, and accordingly prieſts 


(i) What induced Foſephus (ſays Bochart in Hieroz. I. 3. 


v 


229. 


came, who having initiated them in the cere- 
monies and religion of the moſt High God; and 
ſhe wn them how to ſerve him, the peſtilence 
ſoon abated ; and even to this time they have 
continued to perform "the rites of, the true 
God: The Hebrews calling them in their lan- 
guage Chuthezans, and the Grecians in theirs 
Samaritans. Theſe people are very inconſtant, 
and given to change; for whenever the 7ewiſßß 
affairs ſucceed proſperouſſy, they ſtile them- 
ſelves their kinſmen, and pretend their origi- 
nal is the ſame from Fo/{eph. But when the 
tide of fortune turns againſt the Jews, then 
they ſay they in no reſpe& belong to them, 
nor will have any commerce with them either 
as friends or relations, but declare themſelves 
foreigners, and of a quite different nation. Bur 
I ſhall refer any farther account of theſe people 
to a more Convenient opportunity, 
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chap. iii. p. 745.) to write Peſtilence. inſtead of 


4 


Lions, I cannot conceive, unleſs he borrowed it from ſome Fewiſh Hiſtorian, who metaphorically called the 
{ending Lions into Samaria a Peſtilence: For the Scripture, 2 Kings, chap, xvi. ver. 25. lays,” 'Livns were ſent 


among the Nation of the Chutheans or Samaritans. 
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Containing the Space of One Hundred Egli 


CHAS l. 
Of Senacherib's Expedition againſt Ezekias, and the threatning Meſſage Rapſakes 


ſent bim while Senacherib was marched „ ws 
comforted him, Of Senacherib'e Return to 


egypt; his marching Home with the Remainder of his Forces that ſurvived, and 
the Accidents that befel bim ſoon after. 


FR ZEKIAS having now reigned 


fourteen years over the two 
tribes, Senacherib, king of the 
| Aſſprians raiſed a vaſt army, 
marched with it againſt him, ang. 

took by ſtorm all the cities in 
the tribes of Judah and Benji.” He was 
upon his way to Hieroſohma, en ab embai- 


ſy ſent by Ezekias, met him on the ,road, 


with terms of ſubmiſſion, and an B of 
ing what tribute he ſhould be 


lay upon him. Senacherib gave audiefſte to 


Pay- 


the Legge and ſaid he would draw off . 
his forces, and grant the king's petitioh n 
adich, 

talents of filver, and thirty of gold; and 
of hoſtility, 


condition he would give him three hun 


then ſwore not to uſe any manner 
but to depart peaceably out of the kingdom, 
provided he kept up to the terms. Ezekias 
putting faith in his aſſurance, drained his 
træaſures, and ſent him the money he de- 
manded : After which, he imagined himſelf 
freed from all manner of danger, and ſecure 
from any farther attempt upon his kingdom. 
Bur the Aſſyrian, having received the money, 
broke through his oath: He went indeed 
himſelf again 
ans, but left behind him Rap/akes his gene- 
ral, and rwo others with a numerous army, to 
ravage the city of | Hiero/olyma The names 
of the two other generals were Tharata and 
Anacharis. | 

Marching up to Hieroſolyma, and incamping 
under the very walls, they ſent a meſſenger 


.piſter, Sobnæas, an 
i the A/Frieh army: Rap/akes the general ſee- 


jets to his obedience. . 


— 


the Agyptians and Aithiopi- 


the Egyptians. How Eſaiah 
terololyma, After bis ill Succeſs in 


to Ezekias to demand a conference with him! 
The king was afraid to truſt himſelf in the af- 
fair, but ſent three of his particular. friends 
in his room, my Eliakim his prime mi- 

Joc haus, keepers of the 
refdrds. Upon their coming out of the city, 
they poſted themſelves before the caprains of 


25 


ns them, bid them go back and tell their 
king; That tht great king Senacherib was def- 
be "bf | Fpowing, what was the confidence f 
he be nepended upon, to ſcreen himſelf fron 
Bis thafter, diſobey his command, and refuſe 
Adiuit his army within the city? Are his hipts 
Mided upon bis army's being ſubdued by tit 
gyptians? If that is his expectation, acquain 
im, he deceives himſelf, and is like a nu 
who leans upon a broken reed, which, if be 1" 
too heavy a flreſs upon it, will be not only int. 
pable of ſupporting him, but alſo run ind bs 
hand and wound him. You ought to tel, + 
kias, that this expedition is undertaken hr 
expreſs will and pleaſure of the Almighty, © ö 
as he has given him the victory over the In, 
lites, will in the ſame manner reduce bis ſis 
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Rapſakes delivered himſelf in Hebrew, 0" 
well verſed in that language ; but r 1 
apprehending that, if the multitude ſpoud "i 
his words, they might be ſtruck ut 1 
deſired him to ſpeak in Syriac - The gent. n 
ſerving what he ſuſpected, and how he 1 | 
to be afraid, lifted up his voice in ? © 
ſtrain, and anſwer'd Eliakim in Hebreu, 
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Book X. 
hear the commands of my king, 
the 75 Lact his will, and conſulting their 
OWN 4 vantage, they may ſurrender themſelves 
70 us, For it is manifeſt. You And your king have 
oftew dereived the people with vain hopes, und 
induced them fo reit our arms.” Now if Jon 
have any courage 0r boldneſs to encounter or en- 
deavour to drive away this army of ours, I will 
give you two-thouſand horſes, out of the number 
I have with me, if you will fnd riders to them, 
and exert your power.” Bat it is im poſſi ble For 
you to produce what you have not. If it is it 
your power, why do you delay thus long, deli- 
berating upon an affair, which you will be' com- 
pelled to perform in the end? If you voluntarily 
ſurrender yottrſelves, o may expect mercy 
But if yon are compelled to it, you may certainly 
conclude all the calamities and misfortunes you 
ſhall ſuffer were the fruits of your comumacy 
and diſobedience. | OY kan og 

The ambaſſadors and all the people heard 
Rap/akes, and as he ſpoke in this manner, and 
carried the tidings of it to Ezekias, who im- 
mediately putting off his royal robes, dreſſed 
himſelf in ſackcloth, and with all the tender 
marks of hnmiliation, after the cuſtom of his 
country, fell proſtrate upon his face, and be- 
fought God, as he placed his whole truſt and 
confidence in him, that he would be pleaſed 
to give him his help and aſſiſtance. He then 
ſent ſome friends and prieſts to the prophet 
E/aiah, to deſire him to intercede with the 
Lord by prayers. and facrifices for the com- 
mon benefit of all, and for the humbling the 
arrogant pride, and preventing the cruel deſigns 
of the enemy, in compaſſion to his people. 
The prophet punctually obeyed the king's re- 
queſt, and received a commiſſion from the 
oracle of God to cheer the deſponding hearts 
of the king and his friends, and foretold them, 
the enemy ſhould be overthrown without a 
battle, be humbled and depart with ignominy; 
for God would effeCtually ruin them. He like- 
wiſe propheſied, that Se nac herib, the Aſſyrian 
king, after his ill ſucceſs in Ægypt, ſhould re- 
turn home, and there be flain by the ſword. 
It happen'd at this very time, that the / 


Hrian king ſent a letter to Ezetias, in which 


he ſaid he was infatuated, in imagining himſelf 
able to eſcape the bondage of him, Who had 
ſubdued ſo many great and warlike nations: 
In the cloſe, he threatned utter deſtruction to 
him and his, if he opened not his gates and 
voluntarily received his army into the city. 
Not wirhſtanding theſe menaces, Exełias preſer- 
ved his courage, putting his entire confidence 
in what the prophet had foretold him, and lit- 


| Ute regarding the boaſting letter, he folded it 


again, and laid it up in the temple. Again 
the king implored the Almi hty's protection 
of the city, and the lives of its inhabitants: 
E/ziah then told him his prayers were heard, 


(a) Beroſus's Account of this Fact is wanting in this P 
where he in a very ingenious Manner fills up this Ve, 


of the Antiquities ofi the; Jews. 231 


and that the . ſhould not beſiege him 
at that time; but his ſubjects ſhould hereafter 
tive fecute and free from any danger he could 


threaten them with, till their lands in pea 
and enjoy their eſtates Ip the utmoſt tran- 
quility. A little while aft 


er this, che A- 


rian king's ſchemes upon AÆgypt proving un- 
8 


fucceſsful, he return d home: And for 
reaſon. He had ſpent a long time in beſiegii 
Pelinſtum, and when he had raiſed his rampart 
almoſt equal with the walls, to give rhe affaule, 
news was brought him that Thar/ikes, the 
Athiopian king, marching at the head of a nu- 
merons army, was coming to the alliftance of 
the Ægyptians, but had taken his march through 
the defart, with deſign to ſarprize the Aſſprians. 
This report confounded Senacherib, who raiſed 
immediately the ogy,” a drew off his army. 
Herodotus, in the ſecond book of his hiſtory, 
makes mention of this Se#acherib; who marct 
ing againſt the Ægyptian king, who was Vul- 
can's prieſt, laid ſiege to Priu/zum, but was 
obliged to raiſe it, on the following account : 
The prieft of thi Egyptians (ſays he) imploring 
the 1 of his God, had his ſupplications 
granted, and immediately the Arabian was in- 
fliffed with a plague. Hetodotus in this aſ- 
ſertion ts miſtaken, for he calls him the king 0 
the Arabians, not Aſſyrians. There came, adds 
he, /o great a number of rats one night into the 
Aſſyrian camp, that they entirely deſtroyed their 
bows and their other arms Whence it followed, 
as the king had no more arms, that he was 
obliged to raiſe the fiege of Peluſium. In this 
manner does Herodotus relate this ſtory, Be- 
ſides, (a) Beroſus the Chaldean hiſtorian, takes 
notice of this Senacherib, how he reign'd over 
the Afyrians, and waged war againſt all Ægypt 
and Aſia. His words are theſe:  / 
Senacherib returning from his Agyptian ex- 
pedition to Hieroſolhma, found the forces he 
had left there under Rapſakes in a great dan- 
ger, from a peſtilential diſeaſe God had ſent 
amongft his army: Which, the firſt night they 
attempted to befiege the city, ſwept away one 
hundred and fifty thouſand men, with their 
officers and centurions. This calamity ſtruck 
him fall of fear and aſtoniſhment, and appre- 
hending the total lofs of his army, with the 
remaining part of his forces, he withdrew into 
Niniveh the capital city of his kingdom; 
where he had not been hve: before he was 
treacherouſly murthered by his two eldeſt 
ſons, Adramelech and Saraſar, in the temple 
of. his favourite idol Araſcus. The parricides 


. were baniſhed by rhe citizens for this inhuman 


and unnatural murther of their father, and 
obliged to return into Armenia While A/- 


ſarachod ſucceeded Senacherib in the kingdom. 


And this is the period of the Mirian expedi- 
tion againſt the H/raelites. 


gee Scaliger upon the Fragments of Beroſus, 
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OF Ezikiags alling fick: And bow, being at the Point of Death, God "adit . 
75 7 Of the Shadow of the Sun going backwards ten Degel, 


Tear. to bis Life. 


ING Ezetias being unexpectedly freed 

from his fearful apprehenſions, ſacrificed 
to. God with all the people, and returned 
thanks to his Almighty power, who had been 
the only cauſe of deſtroying one part of the 
enemy with the peſtilence, and making the 
other part retreat in haſte from Hieroſolyma, 
through fear of being killed in the ſame man- 
ner. While he was thus employing himſelt 
in the ſacred worſhip of God, he was ſeized 
with ſo violent an illneſs, that his phyſicians 
and friends gave him over, and he himſelf 
deſpair d of a recovery. His ſickneſs was very 
much increaſed by the trouble he conceived 
in his mind, at dying without leaving a lawtul 
heir in his family, or a ſucceſſor to his king- 
dom. This reflection was a ſad mortification 
to him, and being very much afflicted at this 
unhappineſs, he A* God to prolong his 
life ſome little time longer, until he had got 
iſſue, and became a father; for then he ſhould 
be very willing to end his life. © God com- 
paſſionating his caſe, granted his requeſt, be- 
cauſe he had not mourned at the thought of 
dying, as going to be deprived of the ſplendor 
of a kingdom, but had lamented his want of 
children, and implored the gift of one to ſuc- 
ceed him in the government. Upon this, God 
ſent the prophet E/aiah to him, with a com- 
mand to acquaint him, that within three days 
he ſhould recover from his illneſs, and from 
that- time ſhould live fifteen years. longer, 
wherein he ſhould beget children. The pro- 
phet in obedience to the word of God, told 
Ezekias this news, but his diſeaſe being ſo vio- 
lent, and the time of recovery ſo ſudden and 
ſurprizing, that he could not be induced to be- 
lieve it, without ſome miraculous ſign from 
Eſaiah, to confirm his commiſſion, and prove 
that God had ſent him. For thoſe things which 
are above our expectation, and greater than we 
can poſſibly hope for, are apt to draw. us into 
this folly, namely, of deſiring to have the 
truth confirmed by ſome extraordinary means. 
The propher asked him what ſign would ſa- 
tisfy him. Ezekias deſired him to cauſe the 
ſun which ſhine upon the ſtairs in his houſe to go 
ten (a) degrees backwards, and then return to 
the place it was at before; which he ſaid, 
would ſufficiently convince him, and give him 


(a) This Paſſage hath no Reference to the Degrees upon 4 Superſicies, as a Dial i” Cock: But the Degen 


or Stairs of a Houſe are here implied. Reland. 
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Book X. 


* 


ſatisfaction. The prophet beſought God ta b. 
ſtow this ſign; which 8 * 
immediately recovered from his indiſpoſitio 
and went up to the temple, where he worſhi * 
ped and gave God thanks. * 
It happen'd about this time, the Aﬀſjrian 
empire was diſſolv'd by the Medes. But of 
this in another place. Now Balad, king of 
Babylon, ſent ambaſſadors with coſtly preſents 
to Exekias, to delire him to enter into a league 
of friendſhip with him. Ezekias received the 
ambaſſadors with great civility, magnificent] 
entertain!d them, ſhew'd them his treaſu 
his ſtore of arms, all his other riches in gold, 
jewels, and precious ſtones, loaded with pre- 
ſents to carry to Balad their king, and then 
diſmiſſed them. Upon this, the. prophet F/aiah 
went and asked him, who thoſe men were 
and whence they came; he anſwer d, they 
were ſent by the king of Babylon, and he 
had ſhewn them all the riches and magni- 
ficence of his palace, that they might gather 
from thence, what to report of him to their 
king. The prophet hereupon replied, No 
then, the time will ſoon be at band, when thi: 
very riches of yours ſball be carried away to 
Babylon; your ſons ſhall be made Eunuchs, 
and having loft their manhood, ball in that 
condition ſerve the king of Babylon. For G0 
hath foretold theſe things. Exzekias was ex- 
tremely dejected upon hearing theſe; words, and 
ſaid, it was a great trouble to him that his na- 
tion ſhould meet. with ſuch calamities, which 
for his part he was ſo very unwilling they 
ſhould ſuffer ; but ſince it is impoſſible to al- 
ter what God had once decreed, he begg'd his 
kingdom might, for the ſhort time he was to 
live, remain in peace. Beroſus makes mention 
of this Balad king of Babylon. But the pro- 
phet E/aiah, who was undoubtedly full of a di- 
vine inſpiration, and fo certain in all the pre- 
dictions he made, as never to err, committed 
his prophecies to writing, and left poſterity to 
be judges. of them by their events. Neither 
was he the only prophet, but twelve others 
performed the ſame thing: And whatſoeter 
good or bad chance ſucceeded, the ſame ex. 
actly correſponded with their prophecies. Bur 
we ſhall ſpeak more particularly of theſe things 
hereafter. Fn. 2 
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een roo 
of Manaſles's Reign after Ezeklas: Of bis Converſion to God, when be was in Cap-. 


tivity. 
after his Death. © © 


- ING Ezekias having ſurvived the time 
ve mentioned above, and lived in peace, 


died in the fifty fourth year of his life, and 


wenty ninth of his reign. His ſon Ma- 
"ſer by fret Rr ſuc- 
ceeded him in the kingdom; but inſtead of 
following his father's good example, he com- 
mitted every impiety, 


had cauſed the deſtruction of the I/raelites, by 


polluting with his abominations the temple; 


city, and every place of his kingdom. His reign 


was begun with an utter contempt of God, and 


a cruel perſecution of all the juſt and good 
men among the Hebrews; his barbarity put 
the very prophets to death, and not a day 


paſſed, in which he did not kill one or 


other of them, ſo that the ſtreets of Hieroſo- 
Iyma reeked with blood. God, beholding this 
daring and wicked behaviour of his, was ex- 


ceedingly wroth, and ſent prophets to the 


king and people, threatening to bring the 


very ſame calamities upon them, as their bre- 


thren the I ruelites then ſuffered for their diſ- 
obedience. But they, inſtead of making a 


proper uſe of this propheſy, which, if timely 


credited, would have averted all their misfor- 
tunes, diſregarded: it ſo long, until, to their 


coſt, they found the truth ot it, when it was 


too late to avoid the fatal conſequence. As 
they ſtill perſiſted in their wicked courſe of 
life, God ſtirred up the heart of the king of 
Babylon and Chaldea, to make war upon them, 
who ſent an army into Fudea, which entirely 
laid it waſte, took king Manaſſes priſoner by 


ſtratagem, and carried him to king Balad, who 


then had him at his mercy. Manaſſes under 
this diſaſter. at laſt meditating on the many 


and was even bold 
enough to be guilty of thoſe very crimes which 


Hot God reſtored bim to his Kingdom, which deſcended to his Son Amos. 


by his apoſtacy and wicked life, beſought God 
to turn the hearts of his enemies to pity and 
compaſſion towards him. God mercifully heard 
his prayer, and granted it; ſo that the king 
of Babylon diſmiſſed him, and reſtored him to 
his own kingdom. When he came to Hieroſo- 
Iyma, he endeavoured to do all the good he 
was able, to bury in oblivion his tranſgreſ- 
ſions of God's laws, of which he heartily re- 
pented, modelling his mind after another man- 
ner, and wholly applying himſelf to religion 
and the advancement of God's worſhip, He 
conſecrated the temple again, cleanſed the city 
from all impurities, and made it his entire em- 
ployment to expreſs his gratitude to God 


for his ſafety, and to beg a continuation of 


his favour and protection as long as he lived. 
He cauſed the people to perform the like, 
being conſcious to himſelf, that his former 
miſcarriages had very nearly involved them in 
a diſmal calamity. He raiſed an altar, and ſa- 
crificed upon it, according to the inſtitution of 
Moyſes ; and after he had thus taken due care 
of God's religion, he made it his buſineſs ro 
fortify Hieroſolyma, repairing the old, and 
erecting a new wall. He alſo raiſed ſeveral 
very high towers, and furniſhed thoſe erected in 
the ſuburbs, for the better defence of the ci- 
ty, with all manner of ſtores and proviſions. 
In ſhort, he was ſo changed for the better, 
that from the time of his converſion to God, 
he lived in peace; and his juſt and religious 


behaviour procured him the name of _ 
e 


moſt happy prince, and good example. 

died in the ſixty ſeventh year of his age, and 
in the fifty fith of his reign, and was in- 
terr'd in his own gardens. Amos his ſon, 


| by Emalſema, a native of Jabat, ſucceeded 
misfortunes he had brought upon his own head, him in « kingdom. | 7 5 e 
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| | Of Amos the Succeſſor of Manaſſes, and Joſias his obtaining the Government after 
4 bim; who was a juſt and religious Perſon. Of the Prophereſs Olda. 


| MOS purſuing the wicked example of 
23 his farher's youth, was treacherouſly 
wurthered in his palace, by ſome of his own 
7 familiar acquaintance, when he had lived only 
Lor and twenty, and reigned two years. But 
dhe people did juſtice upon the murtherers 
and interred him with his father, giving the 
government to Fo/jas his fon, when he was 
<8" years of age: This prince's mother was 
3 2 Jede, a native of Bosketh, Fofias was 
=. Fromiling genius, and naturally well in- 
1 = to virtuous and good actions, ſetting 
. 4 him the example of David's piety as 
ee ſtandard of the future behaviour of his 


? 0 _ life. When he was but twelve years of 


age, he 2 a remarkable ſpecimen of his 
piety and juſtice, by reforming in the people 
their falſe opinions in regard to divine worſhip : 
And convinced them of their error in paying 
adorations to 1dols, and Cronght them over to 
the worſhip of the trye God. He obſerving 
the aCtions of preceding Kings, he wiſely rec- 
titted every thing he found amiſs, with a diſ- 
cretion and prudence far ſurpaſſing his tender 
age: But what he found juſt and well or- 
dered, he ſtill retained and followed. All 
theſe things were owing to his own natural 


underſtanding and judgment, aſſiſted by the 


experienced advice of his old counſellors, For 


as long as he purſued the right intention of 
Nan the 


n 1 => — 2 1 & = FS TO 
pv n 5 i e Wo +. b ——_— 
$4 2 


poy 
Metis” gi nn AR > * 2 Lib 8 P 1 - 
OC EI b 02 — 3 OR 8 e i 2% _ oi rH 4 
2 10 8” - 3 „„ 1 EE 
n e Fn a . * Tz . 4 
1 ä , 3 K F 6 


. — 
* 


—_ 


4 * ee 
A 


, N 


. ö « 
2 55 ks * . . 
#2 eee ee 


L [0 

PER net 
Love 5 3 
pn” N 


* . 
. e N PTA 
3 % * 21 
1 3 Nan — . 
47 ASE 
+; ; 
. 2 
* 


Ft 4 a 
TA a . 4 W * 5 
n „ <0 544080 2 a r Pl Ay ew PE OO 


234 Fiavivs\ JOSERHUS 


the laws, every thing he performed in regu- 


lating the ſtare, and reſtoring the ancient wor- h ihe. 
their native country, and puniſh*d, 


ſhip of the true God, ſucceeded proſperouſſy; 
and in a more particular manner, as the people 
were now no longer under the powerful influ- 
ende of an ill example. He made a ſtrict 
ſearch throughout the city, and over all his 
kingdom, cutting down all the groves dedicated 
to falſe gods, demoliſhing their altars, taking 
away all the donations his anceſtors had be- 
ſtowed upon them, and treating them with 
ſcorn and deriſion. Thus he brought the peo- 
ple from a moſt groſs idolatry, to put their 
truſt in the Almighty; and then ordered the 
ſacrifices and burnt offering to be laid on the 
altar as uſual. He conſtituted a certain num- 
ber of judges and rulers, for the adminiſtra- 
tion of affairs, and the diſtribution of juſtice, 


in as ſtrict a manner as if it had been for 


the preſervation of life itſelt. He likewiſe 
ſent meſſengers over all his dominions, to 
raiſe contributions of gold and ſilver towards 


repairing the temple, but left it entirely to 


every perſon's pleaſure to give as his circum- 
ſtances; could permit. The money being col- 
le&ed and brought in, he commitred the ma- 
nagement of repairing the temple, and laying 
out the money, to Amaſias the governor ot 
the city, Saphan the ſcribe, Foat the recorder, 
and Eliakias the high-prieft, who immediately 


hiring architects, and purchaſing all other 


neceſſaries for carrying on the work, begun 
the reparations. The repairing of the temple 
gave all people a clear demonſtration of the 
king's plety, PAT. | 

In the eighteenth year of his reign, he ſent 
to F/iakias, the high-prieſt, ordering him to 
caſt the overplus of the money into cups, cha- 
lices, and goblets, for the ſervice of the ſa- 
crifices ; and alſo to make the ſame uſe of the 
gold and ſilver that remained in the treaſury. 
Eliakias the high-prieſt taking out the gold, 
accidentally found the ſacred books of 1Joy/es 
as they were laid up in the temple, which he 
took away, and gave to Saphar to peruſe ; who 
having read them over, went to the king, and 
acquainted him, that they had fully executed 
his order : After which he produced the books 
of Myſes, and read them over to Foſas. Up- 
on hearing theſe books, he rent his robe, and 
called to him Eliatias, the high-prieſt, Sa- 
phan the ſcribe, and ſome other particular 
friends, whom he ſent to the propheteſs Olda, 
the wife of Sallum, a perſon of great fame 
and character, and ordered them to deſire her 
to offer up her prayers to God for them, and 
endeavour not only to appeaſe his wrath, but 
alſo to gain his favour. For it was to be 
feared, he ſaid, that God would, for their fa- 
ther*s neglecting the commandments of Moyſes, 
baniſh them from their native countty, and 
make them like vagabonds, to wander over 
the world, deſtitute of aſſiſtance, and doom'd 
to a poor and miſerable life. The prophe- 
teſs having received the king's inſtructions, 


bid them return, and acquaint the king; 


That Gd had paſſed a ſentence againſt them, 


(a) Thrown into the River, Epiphanius. 


Book X 
never to be repealed by any prayers or : 


that the people were to be deftroy +3 ref n 


of all the comforts they then 8 — 


violation of his taws, and not repent; 
much time had been allow*d — ny /o 
phets had ſo often admoniſh*d them to _ "ig 
their duties, the infringement of which 
had foretold them, would be attended with 2 
tal conſequences * Which, that they mig bt 55 
lieve there was a God, and that no fa 2 2 
been foretold by his prophets, they were ungy = | 
ably to feel. But becauſe the king had order 7 
himſelf righteous and juſt, God would fo 2 
hand from bringing as yet upon them theſe = * 
mities; but immediately upon his death bis - 
cree ſhould be executed upon them, ” 
The propheteſs having given them this fa 
tal prediction, they returned, and acquainted 
Fas with it, who, ſending meſſengers through. 
out the country, commanded all the prieſts 
Levites, and all perſons of what age ſoever to 
come to Hicroſolyma, Upon their meeting to- 
gether there, the firſt thing he did, was to- 
read the books of Moyſes over to them, and 
afterwards ſtanding upon an eminence in the 
middle of the multitude, he exacted from them 
an oath of obedience to the laws and precepts 
of Moyſes, and a faithful obſervance and cele- 
bration of God's wholly worſhip. The peo- 
ple willingly received it, and immediately 
obeyed the king's commands: And then ſa- 
crificed, and offered up their ſupplications to 
God, for a continuance of his favour and 
mercy. 74as then commanded the high-prieſt, 
to throw out of the temple all the veſſels he 
could find there, which had been dedicated to 
idols. There were many of theſe heaped to- 
gether, which were burned, and the aſhes thrown 
into the (a) air. Beſides, he put to death all 
the prieſts of the idols, who were not of the 
line of Aaron. After he had done thus in Hie- 
roſolyma, he took a progreſs throughout his do- 
minions, utterly deſtroying all the places of 
worſhip which Hieroboamus had ereed to the 
honour of falſe gods. He burnt. the bones of 
the falſe prophets upon the altar, which Hie- 
roboamus firſt ſet up. And thus was the pre- 
diction of Achias the prophet fulfilled ; who, 
during Hieroboamus his ſacrificing, and in the 
full hearing of all the people, foretold whit 
would happen; namely, that a perſon of tis 
line of David, named Fo/as, ſhould perforit 
the actions we have juſt now mention'd. TW 
propheſy was verified three hundred fixty ? 
one years after its firſt being declar d. 

This done, Fofias viſited others of the 1/7 
lites, whom the Aſſrians had not led into cit 
tivity ; and exhorted them to leave their e 1 
courſe of life, to forſake the worſhip of ſtrauge - 
gods, and reverently obey him who alone us Bl 
Almighty, and the God of their fathers. - * ny 
then made a. ſtrict ſearch into ther hou 1 * 
villages and cities, apprehending there m WE 1 
be Idols concealed in them. He ow 1 
took down the (5) chariot of the ſun, Fo 
his predeceſſors had erected upon an eme 
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(b) Galenigs interprets, Horſes of the Sun. 
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le, and every thing elſe they had 
” 7 bs adored as a God. Thus 279 
: 4 the whole country, he aſſembled the 
2 at Hieroſolyma, where he celebrated the 


feaſt of unleavened bread, otherwiſe called the 


„And beſtowed, upon the people for 
cba ine, three thouſand kids and 
lambs, and three thouſand oxen for a burnt- 
Cacrifice. The chief prieſts alſo gave the 
other prieſts two thouſand and ſix hundred 
lambs: And the heads of the Levites in like 
manner gave five thouſand lambs, and five 
hundred bullocks to the reſt of. the tribe. 


i 
* 


Joſias engages Nechao, 
Joachaz the King his 
Jeremias and Jezekiel. © 

N ECHAO, king of the Agyptians, raiſed 

an army, and marched to the river Eu- 
pbrates, to give battle to the Medes and Ba- 
bylonians, who had deſtroyed the Aſſyrian em- 
pire, with deſign to make himſelf maſter of 
Afia. When he was arrived at the city Mende, 
(a place under the juriſdiction of Fofas) he 
was prohibited from leading his army againſt 
the Medes through his dominions. Nechao 
ſent an herald to tell him his march was not 
deſigned againſt him, but directed to Euphra- 
tes, and adviſed him not to give him occaſion 
of breaking his reſolution, and turning his arms 
againſt him. %% would not hearken to 
Nec hao's remonſtrance, but abſolutely refuſed 
him a paſſage through his kingdom : Being 
moved to this denial, as I ſuppoſe by an im- 
ulſe of fate, that being the time deſigned for 
Fils death. For as he was riding in his chariot 
from one wing of his army to the other, giv- 
ing orders and marſhalling his men, an AÆgyp- 
tian ſhot him with an arrow, which preſent! 
took away his eager deſire for fighting. For, 
finding the wound very painful, he commanded 

WE a retreat to be ſounded, and then returned to 

Hieroſolyma, where he died of the wound he 

had received. He was interr'd with great fu- 

neral pomp in the ſepulchre of his anceſtors, 
in the thirty ninth year of his age, and thirty 
firſt of his reign. His death was attended 
with great lamentations from the people, who 
for ſeveral days ſucceſſively gave themſelves 
up to ſorrow and mourning. The prophet 

Jeremias compoſed a very mournful elegy up- 

on his death, which is yet extant. This pro- 

phet had before foretold the calamities that 
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Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
laws of Moyſes, the prieſts havin 


| becauſe every t 


Ub 


235 
humber 
to the 
the prece- 
dency, and the people aſſiſting. The Hebrews 
had not celebrated ſuch, a paſſover ſince the 
days of the prophet Samuel. The reaſon was, 
ing was done 4 exact 1 
ence to the preſcription of the laws, and ti 

1 8 ited of their country. After this, 
Fojas lived in great tranquility, abounded in 
glory, plenty and riches, and died in the fol- 
%o 


Being furniſned with this prodigious 
of victims, they ſacrificed accordin 
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is wounded, and ſhortly after dies. Nechao carries away 
Succeſſor into Egypt, and gives the Kingdom to Joakim. Of 


were to befal Hieroſolyma, and committed to 
writing the evils that happen'd at this time, 
as well as the near approach of the Babyloniſh 
captivity. But Feremiah was not the only 
perſon who foretold theſe tliings to the peo- 
ple, for Fezebie! the prophet, left two books 
behind him, which he wrote upon this melan- 


choly ſubje&. Theſe two prophets were both 


of the ſacerdotal race. Feremias lived in Hie- 
roſolyma from the thirteenth year of the reign 
of Jas, until the deſtruction of the temple 
with the city. But we ſhall ſpeak farther of 
this prophet in its proper place. 

After the death of 70%, as we have ſaid 
above, Foachaz his ſon ſucceeded him in the 
kingdom, being then about three and twenty 
years of age, and reign'd in Hieroſolyma., His 
mother's name was Amital, a native of the 
city Loban. Now FJoachaz was a wicked 
prince, and of bad morals, neither merciful 
towards his ſubjects, nor religious towards 
God. The Agyptian king, as he returned 
from the war, ſent for him to come to him 
at Amath, a city in Syria. Upon his coming 
thither, he put him in chains, and gave the 
government to his elder brother Eliakim, 
(whoſe name he changed into Foakim) by 
the ſame father. He then impoſed a tribute 
upon his kingdom of an hundred talents of ſil- 
ver, and one of gold, which Foakim readily 
paid: Bur as for Foachaz, the Agyptian king 
carried him with him into his country, where 
he died, having reigned only three months and 
ten days. Foakim s mother's name was Za- 
buda, a native of the city Au mae. : 
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N the fourth year of the reign of king 
Joakim, à prince called Nabuchodonoſor 
Acended the throne of Babylon, who at this 
time advanced. with à great army as far as Kar- 
chameſa, a city bordering near Euphrates, with 
a reſolution to make war upon Nechao, king 
of Aigypt, under whoſe juriſdiction all Syria 
was at that time. Nechao coming to hear of 
the Babylonian king's expedition, made all 
imaginable haſte to withſtand him. For which 
purpoſe he raiſed a eonſiderable army, and 


marched it directly to the river Eupbrates, . 


with a deſigñ of hindfing Nabuc hodonoſor from 
proceeding any further: But in an engage- 
ment was deteated with the loſs of ſeveral 
thouſands of his men. The Babylonian, paſ- 
ning over the Euphrates, reduced all Syria 
is far as Peluſium, except Fudea, to his 
ebedietice. In the fourth year of Nabuc hodo- 
acſor 's teign, which was the eighth of Foakim 
over the Hebrews, the Babylontans led a vaſt 
army againſt the Fews, demanding tribute of 
Joakim, and on his refuſal of payment, threa- 
tened a war againſt him. Joakim was ter- 
tiſed at this menace, and ſubmitted to buy his 
eace with. a ſum of money, paying the tri- 
bure, rhat was impoſed upon him, for three 
„ 1 5 

The following year, Foakim receiving in- 
relligence, that the gyptians were marching 
to engage the Babylonians, refuſed to pay the 
tribute any longer. But his hopes were ſoon 
over, for the Agjptians durſt not undertake 
an expedition againſt them. Jeremias the pro- 
phet from day to day told him, that fruitleſs 
were the hopes he put in the Apyprians ; for 
Hieroſolyma thould not only be deſtroyed by 
the Babylonians, but himſelf alſo taken priſo- 
ner. Notwithſtanding theſe forewarnings, no 
body became the better for them, as foreſeeing 
no manner of ſafety in them. The nobility as 


well as the lower kind of people diſregarded 


them, and laid that conſtruction upon them, 
as if 2 * had contained a diſaffection to the 
king: Nay, they proceeded fo far as to accuſe 
Jeremias, and brought him before the judg- 
ment ſeat, demanding puniſhment to be in- 
flicted upon him. A vaſt majority was againſt 
him, bur the more conſiderate and grayer ſort 
acquitted him ; who remonſtrated, wm he was 
not the only perſon who had propheſied ſuch 
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Nabuchodchofor; dvercoming the Egyptian King, carries the Way amonę the ewe. 


things againſt the temple ; for the 
175 before him had propheſied 2 * 
and many others, who never were ill treated 
by the princes of their times, but had in 
honour, * true prophets of 6 1 
This remonſtrance pacified the rage of the peo⸗ 
ple, who preſently acquitted Jeremias from 


the puniſhment they had decreed againſt him: 


Who; having committed all his prophecies to 
writing, on a day of faſting, when all the peo⸗ 
ple were gather d together in the temple I 
the ninth. month of the fifth year of Kin 
F oakim, read the book, wherein he had . 
all his prophecies about the city, temple aud 
people. Upon hearing them read, the princes 
took the book from him, and order'd him aud 
Baruch his ſcribe to depart immediately, with. 
out letting any body know where to find them, 
Afterwards they carried the book to the king 
who order'd his Scribe to take and read Ae. 
his friends about him. The king, upon hear. 
ing the contents, ſeemed angry, ſnatched it 
out of the ſcribe*'s hands, and threw it into 
the fire, giving a command for N and 
Baruch's being found and puniſhed,; but they 
were got out of the reach of his anger. 
A little while after this, Foakin received 
the Babylonian king at the head of a numerous 
army in the city: For the many terrible 
redictions of the prophet had frighted, him, 
e imagined, as he had neither ſhur the gates 
of the city againſt him, nor made any pre- 
parations to reſt his march, he ſhould ſuffer 
no damage from him: But upon his entering Wl 
the city, far from preſerving his wotd, he BAR 
flew Joakim with ſeveral of the ſtouteſt and Wl 
fineſt men in Hieroſolyma, ordering their bo d. 
dies to be thrown without the walls without 
the rites of interment : After which, he con- 
ſtituted Joakim his ſon, king of the city and 
the country in his room. He carried into 
captivity into Babylon, three thouſand perſois 
of figure and quality, among whom was the 
prophet Hezekze!, then a boy. Now this vi 
the end of Foakim, after he had lived iv Bi 
and thirty, and reigned eleven years. Joan Wn 
his ſon ſucceeded him in the government, ny; 
and reigned three months and ten days. HY Wl 
mother's name was Nofta, a native of H* 
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and ſezekiel, goes over to the Xgyptians. The Ba ylonian "overeemes © 
their March to Judea. Of the Things which befel Jeremias. TS. N 


HE king of the Babylonians preſently 
began to dread the conſequence of his 
ſetting Joakim upon the throne. | he reflection 
of his revenging the death of his father, and 
drawing the kingdom from his allegiance, caſt 
great diſtruſts in his mind: Therefore, to re- 
move theſe doubts, he diſpatehed a numerous 
army to go and beſiege him in Hierofolyma. 
Joakim, as he was a good and virtuous prince, 
was unwilling the city ſhould be brought to 
any imminent danger upon his account : Where- 
tore he took his mother and kindred, and gave 
them as hoſtages to the Babylonian captains, 
who were ſent for this end, upon the aſſurance 
of an oath, that neither they, nor the city, 
ſhould receive any prejudice by their means, 
but this proteſtation was broken in a year's 
time afterwards. For the Babylonian, regard- 
leſ; of his promiſe, ſent letters to his captains, 
ro make all the youth and artificers in the 
city captives, and bring them bound to him. 
This they did, and the number amounted to 
ren thouſand eight hundred thirty and two 
perſons, among whom were Foakim, his mo- 
ther, and friends: This great number was 
conveyed in ſafe cuſtody to him: After which 
he conſtituted Sedekias, Foakim's uncle, king, 
and bound him by an oath, not to make any 
innovations in his kingdom, or in any ſort aſſiſt 
the Agyptians. 


c 


W when he entered upon the government, born 
of the flame mother with Foakim, and a con- 
WE remner of every thing juſt and ſacred ; his com- 
panions were of the ſame ſtamp; and the people 
lived in a licentious and arbitrary manner, 
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Wim to leave his wicked courſe of life, which 
as wholly oppoſite to the inſtitutions of the 
avs, to obey the precepts of virtue, and give 
po credit to his officers, who were dangerous 
en, nor to the falſe prophets, who deluded 

im with an imaginary perſuaſion, that the Ba- 

5s would never beſiege the city again; 
at that the ,Zgyprians would make war upon 
cn, and overcome them. This he ſaid was 
rirely falſe, and never would happen. He- 
eas, while the prophet was ſpeaking, indeed 
emed to credit him, and believe what he de- 
crecd to be true: Nay, thar it was for his 
n untcrct to follow his advice. But his 


et him turned the good opinion he had 


ned of the prophet's words, to an implicit: 


L lief of their deceits. Fezekiel, who was 
a 5; foretold the deſtruction that 
E.. ready to {all upon the people, and ſent 
22 
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The Babylonian King, repenting he had made Joakim King, carries him 
and orves the Kingdom to Sedekias; who, " diftruſting the prophecies of | 


Sedckias was one and twenty years of age 


every one purſuing the dictates of his own in- 
Wgclinarions and paſſions. This made Jeremias 
the prophet often go to the king, and exhort 


nd ſuddenly wavered, and his creatures 


9 account of it to Hieroſolyma: But Sedetias 
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could not be induced to believe the prophecies 
of theſe two holy men, for the following rea- 
ſon. Both prophets agreed'in their predicti- 
ons, namely, that the city was to be beſieged, 
and Sedekias taken captive.” But Fezekiel in 
one particular circumſtance differed from Fere- 
mias, for he foretold that Sedekias ſhould not 
ſee Babylon; whereas Feremias on the other 
hand propheſied, that the king of Babylon ſhould 


carry him away priſoner with him. This dif- 


agreement, or rather difference of expreſſion, 
made the king entirely reje&t all the other cir- 
cumſtances of their prophecies which did agree, 
as ſo many impoſitions and ſalſities. Not with- 
ſtanding this, what each had foretold proved 
true in every particular: But of that we will 
ſpeak in its proper place. ee 

Sede kias, having preſerved an alliance for 
eight years with the Babylonians, at length 
broke the league, and joined with the Ægypti- 
ans. By this conjunction he hoped to give the 
Babylonians an entire overthrow: But the 
Babylonian king, coming to underſtand this, 


made an inroad into his dominions, 7 | 


all the country, and making himſelf maſter 

the fortified places: Aﬀer which he marched 
to Hiereſolyma with an intent of taking ic by 
ſtorm. The Agyptian hearing of the extre- 
miries, to which his ally Sedekias was reduced, 
marched a numerous army into Fadea, with 
a reſolution of forcing Nebuc hodonoſor to raiſe 
the ſiege. This made the Babylonian break 
up from before Hieroſolyma, and march againſt 
the Agyptian, whom he engaged, and entirely 
routed, putting them to flight, and driving 
them out of all Hria. The Babylonian king 
had ſcarce turned his back upon Hieroſolyma, 


bur the falſe prophets began their old courſe 


of deluding Sedekias, by repreſenting, thar 


the Babylonian would neither make war upon 


him and his citizens; nor remove them from 
their habitations, and carry them to Babylon 
On the contrary, thoſe, who were already cap- 
tive there, would return with all the veſſels, 
which the king of the Babylonians had taken 
out of the temple. But Jeremias ſtepping in- 
to the middle, propheſied quite contrary, and 
with truth: © How they acted wickedly in 
© deceiving their king, for the ÆAgyptians were 
not to be depended upon; but the Babylo- 
* mans, ſays he, will overthrow them, and 
then incamp before Hiero/o/yma ; the inha- 
bitants of which, if he finds able to endure 
a long ſiege, he will through length of time 
ſtarve to death; but as many as ſhall ſur- 
vive, he will carry away caprive, and ſtrip 
them of their goods, He will rob the tem- 
ple of all the valuable things in ir, and then 
urn it: He will lay the city level with 
the ground, and we and our poſterity are 
: O 630 | 9% 1 2.7L c do 
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rs; after which the 
the Ba- 

E 2 empire, and deliver us. Kom our 
© ſervitude, by whom being diſmiſſed, we 
in! | it .this.coun 
Io, and. . reſtore ere 

ords of-Foremias obtained ereftie; with 
t the Teathing men, whoſe hearts were har- 


only 
remon 


who took him before. the magiſtrates, and there, 
after. the barbarous formality of a rigid exa- 
mination. and cruel torture, was ſentenced to 
die, and clapt into priſon, till he received 
his puniſhment accordingly. In this confine- 
ent he continued ſome time, unjuſtly ſuffer- 
ing for, the charge of deſertion, as above- 
mentioned. 5387 e 
In the ninth year of the reign of king Sede- 
Rias, on the tenth day of the tenth month, 
the Babylonian king again inveſted Hieroſol) ma 
with a numerous army. He fat down before 
the city, and wake a moſt vigorous fiege 
againſt it for eighteen months. At length fa- 
mine and peſtilence, two of the greateſt evils, 
raged in a terrible manner witbin the walls, 
and dreadfully encreaſed. Jeremias, although 
confined in priſon, cried aloud, and ad moniſh- 
ed the people to open the gates, and let the 
Babylonians in, which would preſerve all their 
lives; otherwiſe, their deaths and utter de- 
ſtruction were inevitable. He prophecied, if 
any remained in the city, they would periſh 
either by. tamine, .or. the ſwords of their ene- 
mies; but if they fled to the enemy, 2 
would eſcape death. Upon the report of theſe 
words, the leading men were ſo far from giving 
the leaſt credit to them, that they utterly 
rejected them, though themſelves were upon 
the point of deſtruction, and went in an en- 
raged manner to the king, and acquainted him 
with all they had heard, complaining of, and 
accuſing the prophet, as a madman, who, by 
bis denouncing calamities and miſeries, took 
off the edge of the peoples courage to de- 
fend their country; who elſe were vigorous, 
and reſolved to undergo any, danger in with- 
ſtanding the enemy, tor the protection of their 


= 


ed with the filth, only his eyes and noſts: 
appeating above it. O pe offt he king's ada 
an Athmpian by birth, but in great « ts, 


went, and cold the king of the miiforie ey 


ed, he had already, but ſaid; his advice would 


king and city. They repreſented to him like- 


wiſe, that Feremias adviſed them to fly to 
the enemy for protection, telling them, the 
city would ſhortly be taken, and entirely de- 
moliſhed. ; 7 
The king was not prone to anger, but of 
2 mild, and peaceable diſpoſition, and enter- 
tained no unjuſt thought againſt the propher. 
But for fear. of procuring the diſpleaſure: of 
ſo. many great men about him at ſuch a cri- 


tical juncture, he ſurrendered; him into their 
hands, to be treated by them as they thought 


fit. Having obtained their deſire, they hur- 
ried away to the priſon, from whence taking 


the inhumanity of his friend 
letting him down into fo loathſome 2 


reaſonably to expect if he fell into t 


ſaid he, have reſolved to put me to death, as 


pe into a dee 
lere to b 

E 
moſt Cover. 


prophet laboured under, and rept ſente 4 = 


S 20d princes in 
of his enemy. Upon hearing this, a of 
pented he had ſurrender'd him into the 15 re- 
of his princes, and commanded the At hi a 
to take thirty of his ſervants, ropes, lee 
ſoeyer elſe. was neceſſary to preſerve the d. 
phet, and go quickly to drau him up our af 
the ditch. The Hit hiopian, according to 6 
orders, took the men, and other necefſuries 
went and delivered him from his nay... 
conſinement. A 25 
The king after this ſent privately for hin. 
and asked him, if he could acquaint him i 
any thing from the oracle of God, that would 
aſſiſt him in his preſent calamity. He anjwer. 


not be followed, although he himſelf com. 
manded an obedience to it: For your friends 
| 3 


though I was ſome notorious offender. M here 
are thoſe impoſtors now, who ſaid the Ba 
nian war would not be renewed > I am {till 
apprehenſive, if I preſume to geclate the truth. 
you will put me to death for it. The kin 
upon this, promiſed him upon his oath, not 
to kill, or ſurrender him again into the hands 
of his princes. Jeremias relying upon the 
king's honour, adviſed him to Tanne the 
city to the Bavy/onians, acquainting him, be 
was commiſſioned by the oracle of God itſelf MK * 
to tell him ſo, provided he had any thoughts * 
of ſaving himſelt, or averting the danger that 
threarned him; or any inclination the ci 
thould not be levelled with the ground, add 
the temple burnt. He told him likewiſe, 1 A * 
he refuſed to comply with this advice, and 
acted contrary to it, all the calamities, his AS ? 
citizens, himielf, or kindred were to ſuſtain, 
would be imputed; to him as the ſole cauſe 
Upon hearing this, he /aid, he was willing t0 
tollow his advice, but was apprehenfive leſt 
ſome of his friends, who had revolted to tie ail 
Babylonians, ſhould calumniate him before the 7 
king, and aggravate his puniſhment. But the 
prophet bid him caſt away his fears, for his ful 
picion of puniſhment were groundleſs; and 
he ſurrendered the city to the Babylon ans, e wy 
ther he, his wives or children, ſhould be 4] BR. 
ways. injured, and the temple ſhould renal BR 
untouched. Feremias, having made an © py 
of ſpeaking, the king diſmiſſed him, but ly A 
ed him not to divulge the leaſt thing that . TT 
paſſed between them, either to rhe cit1zens* T1 
princes, but bid him, ic it happen'd to be o 
and any queſtions were asked about lis oY E + 
ſent for, or the like, to pretend he came 0 i "= 
tercede for his enlargement. The prop” me 
as he was ordered; and to every one who e 


1 


quir'd the buſineſs he had with the king, | ; 
gave anſwer as directed. HA 4 | 


* 
* 
Q 

* 


* 


| & i 
No „ ANajne-dgid arts! 
; > + n 7 1Þ DIODE 


1 N ? 3 % » , ö 1 | 
pa ) 2613 Nt VII 1. Ane 9 2. e 
Nine s C HX Ped Ile. 6 VET IN e ts 15 27 . 
"13 1 K [29 JU 801 n 8 x as tf * 25 1 244122 * 421 £ 4 9 11 Nene , 
EIS] | | a 18 3 2 AE 3 i $513 N HA 44 „47. apl w S—_ 12 : þ 21 . 2 * 
; N IT '. _— 4 * 35 1 4 . - 2 . th | | | 3 | H 1 | 
Nieroſolyma 7s take 1b hh Babylopinn 4g: 5 dhe A emple rut; 14 4 Hieroſoly- 


12 

- 349630 WI q | : 
mites aud Sedekias carried to B 
. „Ain nid 90) 0 nee 
Kings. 238 * 4 4 | * * . 
| 1 nen D300 nne BR THE TY 


+ HE king, of. Babylon in the mean time 
carried on thaifiege with vigour. His 
wers were raiſed to a convenient height, to 
repel the deiendants from the walls. He like- 
alte erected ocher wolte quite wand che! city, 
which equalled the walls in height. The be- 
ſieged however bravely and chearfully endured 
che ſiege, and were not dejected under the 
dreadtul diſcouragements of rhe famine and 
peſtilence And though they were in this ter- 
rible manner afflicted within, and the enemy 
nad planted their batteries againſt the walls 
without, for a general aſſault, yet they ſeemed 
ill ſtrengthened with freſh courage, and not 
the leaſt diſmayed, but oppoſed their engines 
of war to the enemies; ſo that there was a 
kind of contention for a while in diligence and 
military skill between the Babylonians and 
Hieroſolhinites For while the former relied on 
their numbers, and thought themſelves ſtrong 
enough to. take the city, the latter put all 
their hopes in defending it, and therefore vigo- 
rouſly oppoſed their aſſaults and attacks againſt 
it. In this manner did the beſieged keep poſ- 
ſeſſion, until, what by the famine and peſtilence, 
and what by the darts thrown at them by the 
WE cncmy from their rowers, they were almoſt all 
W {lain. „ r 8 | | 
= Now the city was taken in the eleventh year 
ok king Se/c4:a5s, on the ninth day of the fourth 
month, by the captains Nabuc hodonoſor had en- 


by lon. 


rruſted the ſiege with, he himſelf being then 


at Rehlath. The names of the officers, if the 
rcader ſhould be deſirous of knowing them, 
are theſe, Nergelear. Aremmantus, Semegar, 
= V2, and ae a The city was ta- 
ken about midnight. The officers of the enem 

vont directly into the temple, which Sedekias 
perceiving, he took his wives, children, of- 
f cers and friends, and endeavoured to eſcape 
chrough a narrow fortified paſſage leading to 
de deſert. But certain renegades giving the 
Halhlonians intelligence of it, they ſet out 
aarly in the morning in purſuit of them, and 
oertook them not far from Fericho The 
ccrs and friends of Sedekias. who accompa- 
ied him in his flight, perceiving the enemy, 
ſook him and fled, every one conſulting his 
on iatety. They took Sedekias alive, with 
e perſons about him, and carried him, with 
_ vc and children, to the king. Upon his 
eng into his preſence, Nabuchodonoſor be- 
an co call him a faithleſs and perfidious man, 
1 breaking the treaty with him, and, unmind- 


; I Pill bring him to Bay 5 
en bylon, to the Land of the 
ic nmeteenth Year of Nabuchodonofor ; in Conformity 


WR (757; chap. it ver. 4. He ſhall! ſurely be delivered into the Handi or dhe tes 
5 Y | 5 y 0 0 . . 11 . nt the 4 ; 50 
7 4 with him Mouth to Mouth, and his Fyes ſhall behold 115 Ha 8 of the Kin 


; g to the Alexandrian Chronicle, Page 135 
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ful of his promiſe, in not preſerving his king 
dom for his benefit.” He alſo taxed him with 
ingratitude, for turning his forces againſt his 
benefactor, Who had ta keff away the kingdom 
from his nephew Joakim, and libetally be- 
ſtowed it upon him; But the great God, ng 
he, incenſed at your behaviour, hath delivered 
you priſoner in my hands. After he had thus 
ſharply reprimanded Se#ekizs, he commanded 
his ſons and friends to be ſlain in his and 
the reſt of the prifoners ſight: After which 
he pulled out the eyes of Sede kia, and car- 
ried him bound in chains to Babylon. And thus 
were the prophecies of Jeremias and Jezekiet 
verified; for the former foretold, he ſhould 
be carried captive to Babylon, and ſpeak with 
the king, and (4) and ſee him face to face. But 
the latter prophecied that he ſhould be carried 
to Babylon, but (5) not ſee it; which he 
could not do, when his eyes were plucked 
our. * , | » 4A v6 3 e 5 a 
We have mentioned theſe things, to con- 
vince the ignorant of the power, and explain 
to them the nature of God ; for though his 
operations are various, yet there is a conſtant 
harmony and regularity preſerved throughout 
the whole. His predictions expoſe man's ig- 
norance and ineredulity but the more, which 
blind his eyes from obſerving their events, by 
means whereof he hurries himſelf into dangers, 
whence he finds no poſſibility of eſcaping. 
This was the period of thoſe kings, w 
were deſcended from the line of David, one 
and twenty in number, from the firſt to the 
laſt, Their reigns, put together, make up five 
hundred and fourteen years, ſix months and 
ten days. Saul the firſt king reigned twenty 
years, but was of another tribe. 7 £4. ET 
Now the Babylonian king Nabuc hodono/ or 
ſent Nabugardanes, the general of his army, to 
Hieroſolyma, to rifle the temple of all its or- 


naments, with a command afterwards to burn 


it, to lay the city level with the ground, and 
carry away the inhabitants to Babylon. He 
came to Hieroſolymæ in the eleventh year of 
king Sedckias, and ſtript the temple, taking out 
of it all the gold and ſilver veſſels dedicated to 


the ſervice of God, Solomon s great laver, the bra- 


zen pillars with their chapiters, and the golden 
tables and candleſticks. This done, he burnt the 
temple, in the (c) fifth month, on the firſt day 
thereot, in the elewenth year of the reign of king 
Sedekias, and the eighteenth of Nabuc bodonoſor; 
after which he demoliſhed the palace, and laid 


Eyes. (%) Rretiel, chap. Xii. ver. 13. I 
In the fifth Month, 


Chaldeans, yet ſhall he not ſee it, though he ſhall die there. 


on the niat 


Day: thereof, and in 


th, 


g of Babylon, and ſhall _ 
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the city in aſhes. Tho temple was burnt four 
hundred and ſeventy years, fix months and 
; ten days, after its firſt erection, after the peo- 
going out of AÆgypt, one thouland fix 
ndred years, ſix months, and ten days: From 
the detuge to this deftrution of the temple 
were one thouſand nine hundred fifty ſeven 
years fix months and ten days, and from the 
creation of Adam until the overthrow of the 
zemple, were three thouſand five hundred and 
| thirteen years, ſix months and ten days. And 
bl this is the number of the years between theſe 
i material tranſactions; but ae ene 2 
every action happened, we have already given 
a er account of. The kir of Baby- 
lon's general having, according to his inſtruc- 
tions, levelled Hieroſolyma with the ground, 
carried the people priſoners away with him. The 
captives of note were Sareas the high-prieſt, 
Sop boni as the next prieſt in dignity, the three 
head keepers of the temple, the eunuch, cap- 
tain. of the guards, ſeven of Sedekins's par- 
ticular friends, his ſcribe, and ſixty other offi- 
cers. All theſe perſons, together with the 
veſſels of the temple, he ſent to the Baby- 
lonian king, at Reblath, a city of Syria, who 
commanded the heads of the high-prieſt and 
the great men to be ſtruck off, but carried 
Sedekias and the other captives with him his own gods. The people he diſperſed u 
to Babylon. He alſo took with him in chains and down the country about Babylon, and By 
Foſadock, the high-prieſt, Sareas the ſon of the Fo/adock the high- prieſt at liberty, 


r . 


Nabuzardanes conſtitutes Godolias Governor over the Jews remaining behind. Iſmel 

ſportly after kills him, and is forced to fly for it. Joannes goes with the People ino 
Egypt; whom the Babylonian King in a War againſt the Ægyptians takes Captiny, 
and carries away with him to Babylon. 
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former high-prieft, whom the Bab, >. 

beheaded at Reblath in Syria, TONS ki 

now mention'd. "4 

Since we have recounted all 11 
and mention d each particular prince on: d me, 
many yeats he lived and reigned, we qe. * 
alſo neceſſary to acquaint the reader wich. $ 
names of the high-prieſts, who ſucceff he 
were in the prieſtly office under the kings 154 
firſt high-prieſt after $lomon's building che e 
ple was Sadoc; Achimas'his ſon ſucceeded hin 
in that dignity : After Achimas was Marias 
% 


the roya 


after him was Foram, after Foram was 
after him was Ax/oram, after him was Þ id 
after Phideas was Soudeas, after Soudea; 1 
Fuel, after ue! was Fot ham, after 
was Urias, after Urias was Nerias, a 
rias was Odeas, after him follow'd Sal] 
and after Sallum was E/kias ; after Flkiq; 6 
Sareas, and after him laſtly was Foſaguch bo 
was carried captive to Baby/on, All theie 1 
a regular ſucceſſion from father to ſon, enio 1 
the prieſthood. 1 e 
Upon the king's return to Babylon, he thre, 
Sedekias into — Fa: and there ane l 
until he died: After which he gave him a m; 
nificent funeral, and dedicated all the polden 
veſlels he had taken out of Hicrfolyma, to 


N #4 BUZARDANES the general made went and lived in the city Maſphath, having 


all the Jews of condition priſoners, and 
carried them away with him; but the poorer 
and meaner ſort he left behind, under the 
overnment of Godolias, a very honeſt man, 
the ſon of Aicam a nobleman. He aſſigned 
them lands to cultivate, under a condition of 
paying a certain tribute to the king. He alſo 
diſcharg'd Jeremias the prophet out of pri- 
ſon, and ſent for him. Upon his coming, he 
perſuaded him to go to Babylon with him ; 
tor the king had given orders to allow him 
all neceſſaries, but if he had not a mind for 
that journey, he bid him tell him where elſe 
he would inhabit, that he might write and ac- 
quaint the king with it. The prophet anſwer- 
ed, that he was unwilling to go with him, or 
remove into any other country, but had rather 
end his days amidſt the ruins and poor remains 
of his own. The general, hearing his reſo- 
lution, and leaving the government in the 
hands of Godolias, bid him take all the care 
of him he could, and ſupply him with what 
ever he wanted: He then made him ſeveral 
handſome 1 and gave him leave to go 
wherever he pleaſed. Feremias upon this, 


(a) Biſhop Mountague ſays Iſus and Axioram are fitious Names. Vide his Apparatus. 


firſt deſired Nabuzardanes to give Baruch his 
diſciple, his liberty. Baruch was the fon of 
Ner, of an honourable family, and well verſed 
in the language of his country. 
Nabuzardanes having granted his requel, 
went to Babylon ; but thoſe, who during the 
ſiege of Hiero/olyma, had fled and ſheltered 
themſelves in different parts of the country, 
now hearing that the Babylonians were de- 
parted, and that many of the Fews ſtill re 
mained about Hiero/olyma, and had liberty 
giving them of tilling the country, thronged 
from all parts to Maſphath unto Gadoliu. 
Their leaders were Joannes, ſon of Carts 
Fezanias, Sereas, and ſome others. There Wi 
alſo I/mae], a perſon of the royal blood, bit 
a very wicked and crafty man. While Hs 
roſolyma was beſieged, he fled to Baalim, kth 
of the Ammanites, and lived with all the 
time. Godolias perſuaded all who came to fin 
to ſtay, and entertain no manner of apprehet- 
Gons of fear about the Babylonians ; for 
they cultivated the land they would recel 
no harm. He gave them aſſurance of 4 
he ſaid by an oath, and told them, he wol 
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defend 


fered the 
cities they p 
ſend ſome o 


ter. Having 


miſſed them to go and ſeek out habirations a- 


ble to every one's inclination.” | + 

gon of Godolias's civil treatment of all 
thoſe who fled to him, and the libetty given 
them to till land tor their ſubſiſtance, under 
a condition of paying. a certain tribute; to the 
king of Babylon, coming to the knowledge 
of the nations bordering upon Fudea, brought 
a vaſt concourſe of people out of them to G- 
dolias, to live in the ſame country with him. 
Joannes, and the other leaders, finding the 
land governed in a profound peace, the pure 
reſult of the clemency and humanity of Godo- 
ſias, entertained extraordinary ſentiments of 
him. Therefore, out of the love they had con- 
ceived for him, they acquainted him, that 
Baalim, king of the Ammanites had a deſign 
of ſending Thee! of the royal blood, who 
would treacherouſly and privately, if he had 
an opportunity, put him to death; for his de- 
ſigns were to get the goverment over the 
Iſraelites into his own hands. But they ſaid, 
they would deliver him from his ſnares, if he 
would permit them to kill him: For, added 
they, if you happen to be ſlain by him, we are 
apprehenſive the poor remains ot the Iſraelites 
will meet with the ſame fate. Godolias ſaid, 
he could not be induced to believe ſo vile a 
thing of a man who was under ſo many obli- 
gations to him; for he thought it improba- 
ble, that one, who had received from him an 
abundance of all things in his extremeſt wants, 
ſhould ſo ungratefully and barbaroufly uſe his 
benefactor, as ſecretly to ſeek his life, and en- 
W dcavour to kill him with his own hand, when, 
W out of gratitude, he ought rather to defend 
nim, and prevent, if poſſible, the wicked de- 
W ſons of others. But he told them, if they 
W were to be credited in this affair, he eſteemed 
it better he ſhould be lain by him, than for 
= himſelf to kill a perſon who had fled to him 
for reſuge, and put his ſafety in his hands. 
_ /oannes and the leaders with him, finding 
WE their remonſtrances could not prevail upon the 
wind of G:do/ias, went way from him. But 
in thirty days inael came to Maſphath unto 
_ Godolias, attended by ten men, and was enter- 
daincd in a very elegant manner. The cups 
vc: round plentifully, untill Godolias became 
beuy- headed. Jſinael perceiving *him quite 
= -crpowered with the wine, made a ſignal to 
bis friends, who ſuddenly riſing from the ta- 
"3 ble lew Godolias and all his gueſts: After 
_ ch they ruſhed out into the city, and put 
death all the Fews in the city, and the fol- 
qiers that were left in it by the Babylonians. 
The next day fourſcore perſons, ignorant of 
E _ bad happened, came with preſents for 
85 [Godolias, When Iſmael faw them, he ordered 
2 _ to ſtep into Godolias's houſe : When 

| 3 ſhutting the gates, he killed almoſt 
Ne 23. ot them, and for fear of expoſing 


-  Foannes, with the reſt of the leading men, 
coming to hear of ae 's bloody maſſacre at 
Maſ phat h, and his killing Codolias, were vaſt- 
ly enraged. They muſtered up the forces un- 
der each perſon's command, and marched them 
againſt 1/mae/, whom they found near the foun- 
tain Chebron, with deſign ro -make war upon 
him. The captives taken by I/mae), ſeeing 
Foannes and the other leaders, advancing for- 
wards, were extremely glad, ſuppoſing they 
were coming to their aſſiſtance; and immedi- 
ately quitting their conqueror, they went over 
to Foannes, Iſmael eſcaping with only eight 
perſons fled to the king ot the Ammanites. But 
Joannes taking all I/mae!'s eunuchs, wives, and 
children, went to a place called Mandra, and 
abode there that day. Now they all reſolved 
to travel into Agypt, fearing, if they remain- 
ed any longer in that country, the Babylonians 
would certainly puniſh them with. death, for 
the murther ot Godolias, who had been en- 
truſted by them with the goverment. During 
this conſultation, Joannes the ſon of Kareus, 
and the chiefs his companions, went to Feremias, 
the prophet, and ſuppliantly beſought him to 
ask God to diſcover to him what they ſhould 
do in this uncertain ſituation; at the ſame 
time ſwearing faithfully to put in execution 
whatſoever he ſhould order them to do: The 
prophet hereupon promiſed to make interceſſi- 
on to God for them. Accordingly the Al- 


mighty at the end of ten appeared to 


him, and bade him acquaint Joannes, and the 
other chiefs, that his care ſnould be extended 
to them, provided they remained in the land 
they were in; nay, that he would preſerve 
them unhurt from any hoſtilities of the Baby- 
lonians But if they went into Ægypt, then 
his anger ſhould be kindled againſt them, and 
they be liable to the very ſame calamities 
their forefathers had undergone. After Fere- 
mias had acquainted them with this admoniti- 
on of God, they gave ſo little regard thereto, 
that they believed he had, upon his own au- 
thority, commanded them to abide where they 
were; and to gain the good opinion of Baruch 
his diſciple, had falſely made God the author 
of perſuading them not todepart ; which would 
give the Babylonians an opportunity of puniſh- 
ing them with death. Wherefore diſobeying 
the advice of God, which he had given to his 
prophet, they marched to Agypr, carrying 
with them Feremias and Baruch. 

When they were arrived there God reveal- 
ed to his prophet the expedition which the 
Babylonian king would make in AÆgypt; and 
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commanded him to ſoretel the people of Zgypt's 
being .conquered by him; and how he would 
pur to death a great number of it's inhabitants, 
and take others away to Babylon there to be 
made ſlaves. Which prediction was fully ve- 
rified. For five years after the deſtruction of 
Hieroſolyma, which anſwered to the twenty 
third year of Nabuchodonoſor's reign, that 
prince led an army into Cæla Syria, which he 


took, and carried his arms among the Moa- 


bites and Ammanites, whom he ſubdued. Af- 
ter which he invaded ÆAgypt, took it, and flew 
the (1) king then reigning, in whoſe room 
he put another, and then carried the Fews re- 
ſiding their the ſecond time to Babylon. 
Thus the Hebrews, by means of their ill 
fortune, were twice beyond the Euphrates ; 


FL AVIUS. JosEr HUS 


the ten tribes being carried by the A rian 8 


from Samaria in the reign of 
the other two tribes by Nabuc hodon 
the taking of Hieroſolyma. 

manaſar led away the i 
were ſettled in their rooms : 
inhabited the inland parts of Per 
bur after their removal to Samaria, they + 
upon them the denomination of San 
When Nabuc hodonoſor carried 
tribes, he left no other nation to ſupply the; 
places; whereby all 7udea, and Hiero/olymg ney 
the temple, remained empty ind 
ſeventy. years : 


Bock X. 


king Oſeas, and 
er after 
the time g,. 
the Chuthean, | 


a and Media 


pe, Ar 
[raelites, 


of Samaritans, 
away the two 


deſolat 
Now between the captiyi a) 


the tentribes; and the carrying away of the 
two tribes, was an interval of an hundred and 
thirty years, ſix months, and ten days 


> 


CHAE L 


ny” Of Daniel, and what befel him at Babylon, 


an king, having carried away with him 
the 1ons of the moſt eminent Fews, and the 
relations of king Sedakias, who were the moſt 
remarkable tor a fine perſon or beautiful face, 
placed them under the care and tuition of 
maſters : Some of theſe were made eunuchs, (a 
practice which he uſed with the youth of o- 
ther conquered nations) and received their pro- 
viſions from his table. Beſides he took care 
to have them inſtructed in the conſtitutions of 
his kingdom, and taught the GHaldæan lan- 
guage. In a ſhort time they became tolerably 
well verſed in the country. There were among 
them four relations of king Sedekias ; of excel- 
lent beauty and an happy genius : 'The firſt was 
named Daniel, the ſecond Ananias, the third 
Aſiſael, and the fourth Azarias. But Navu- 
c hodonoſor changed their names, and gave 
them others. Daniel he called Baltaſa, Ana- 
nias he named Sedrach, Miſael he entitled 
Miſach, and Azarias Abednago. Theſe four, 
on account of their uncommon parts and wiſ- 
dom, he held in great eſteem and favour. 
Daniel with his relations being deſirous of 
living more ſparingly, and abſtaining from the 
luxurious dainties brought from the king's ta- 
ble, went to A/chanes the eunuch, who was 
ſet over them, and deſired him to take and 
eat himſelf the proviſions the king ſent, and 
gire them dates and pulſe, or any other food 
of that kind: For ſuch a way of living was 
much more agreeable to their inclination, than 
the luxury they were courted to, and abhored. 
| Aſchanes told him he was very ready to 
grattly their deſires, but was apprehenſive 
that if the king ſhould once obſerve them to 
grow lean, and their coulour change, (which 
would be ſoon occaſioned by their alteration 
of dict,) and there ſhould be any difference 


(1) This Prince in Ferem. chap. 44. ver. 30. is talled Pharaoh Fphree, by the Sepraagin 
Enterpe calls Apries, I fear Foſepbus mi 
(2) Our Author here makes plain mention of the Leas“ 


he be the ſame perſon whom Herodotus in his 
ing Nabuchodonofor killed him. 
{olation, See Zachariab, chap. 1, ver. 12. 


143 HO DO NO SOR, the Babyloni- 


in their looks from other youths who were 
well fed, they would prove the cauſe of his 
being puniſhed for it. A4/chanes in this fearſul 
doubt was at length induced to let them, 
only for experiment, eat after their own way 
during ten days; Under a condition, that if 
in that time their bodies received no ſenſi: 
ble decay, they were conſtantly to uſe the 
ſame way of living: But if he perceived any 
alteration in their countenances for the worſe; 
then he was to oblige them to return to their 
former diet. Conformable to this agreement 
Achanes permitted them to eat their pulſe: 
But ſo far were they from growing weak or 
lean by it, that their bodies became mote fat 
and plump upon it; nay, inſomuch that thoſe 
who were fed from the king's own table ſeem- 
ed in poor caſe to them, and Daniel and his 
companions appeared to have lived high, and 
luxuriouſly. Aſchanes, obſerving this, ws 
eaſed of his fearful apprehenſions, and accot- 
ingly took to himſelf the daily provihows 
the king allotted them, and fupplied then 
with ſuch food, as we have already juſt met- 
tioned. By this temperate manner of liv 
their genius was kept active, their underſtan: Wn 
ing not clogged and made incapable of impro ns 
ment, and their bodies more fit to unde nn 
labour; for they were neither ſurfeited wi 
variety of meats, nor made effeminate by lu. 
ry: In ſhort, with a wonderful facility ti 
acquired a profound knowledge in all man ye 
of Hebrew and Chaldean learning. De 
however, was remarkable above the others in WR 
his great skill in the interpretation of dreams 
to which he made no falfe pretence, for the 1 
mighty was often pleaſed to reveal his 


to him in viſions. 9 
of Abt, u; 
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Two years after the conqueſt 
Nabuc hodonoſor had a miraculous dream, 
8 


kes in 190 


A 


Book: X. 


jignification whereof God had _ 7 
him in his Heep, but upon Ms ins dene 
ved, he had forgot It. Upon this, he erty 
che magicians, Chaldeans and diviners to be 
"Ned to him, and told them that he had dreamt 
a dream, bur had forgot it J he bad them 
cherefore tell him his dream, and the inter- 
ptetation of it. They anſwered him, that 1 
was impoſſible for man to find it out ; butt 
he could declare to them the viſion he ſaw in 
his dream, they promiſed to give him the in- 
terpretation of it. Highly angry at this an- 
ſwer of theirs, the king threatned them with 
death, unleſs they immediately told him and 
ſolved his dream; and conſequently he order- 
ed all of them to be put to death, when they 
ſaid they were not able to perform his com- 
mand. The king's decree of putting all rhe 
wiſemen to death coming to the ears of Da- 
nicl, who imagined himſelf and his relations 
in ſome: danger by it, he went to Arioch, the 
captain of the king's life guard, and humbly in- 
treated him to tell him the reaſon why the king 
had commanded all the magicians, Chaldæans 
and diviners, to be put to death. When he 
came to underſtand that it was upon the account of 
a dream the king had had, and that the wiſe 
men, being commanded to tell it to him af- 
ter he had forgot it, were unable to do ſo, 
bor which reaſon his indignation was moved. 
= gainſt them, he deſired Arioch to go te the 
king, and obtain, it poſſible, one night's re- 
WE pricve for them, that he might have time to 
WE conſider of it; for he hoped, after he had of- 
tered up his prayers to God, to be able to 
find out the dream, and give him the true in- 
terpretation of it. Arioch upon this, went to 
be king, and acquainted him with Daniel's 
Wrcqueſt. The king immediately gave orders 
to defer the execution of the magicians, un- 
ill he knew more from Daniel's promiſe. Da- 
/ with his kinſmen went to their houſe, and 


18 


le the night beſought God by prayers to re- 
1 jeal the viſion to them, and deliver the ma- 
i. ocians and Chaldæans, with whom they were 
ns eevitably to periſh; from the king's wrath; 
gen giving them power to explain the dream, 
cr- nich he had dreamt the night before, and 
jo! RS ſlipt out of his mind. God compaſſio- 
ting the danger they were in, and being 
ror eaſed with Daniel's wiſdom, made known to 


Ger T7 pm the dream, and Its interpretation, where- 
rb he might acquaint che king. When Da- 
un- had received this extraordinary mark of 
our from God, he roſe up very much 
_— oiced, and went and communicated the mat- 
Dando his brethren, who were almoſt reduced 
m7 deſpair of their lives, and fear of death; 
rem by this welcome news of Daniel, they 

e irccd from their dreadful apprehenſi- 


. 8 and ſtrengthened with new hopes of life. 
er they had returned God their thanks for 
oompaſſion of their tender years, Daniel 
an the morning went to Aricch, and de- 
9 de conducted to the king, to acquaint 
1 0 2 1 2 the viſion he had ſeen in his dream 
n nischt before. | . 
; of Vn "en Daniel came into the king's preſence, 
ured him in the firſt place not incauti- 
to eſteem him wiſer than the other 
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Chaldæans, becauſe he was ready to tell him 
his dream, which none of them were able to 
do: For it was not by his own underſtanding br 
knowledpe he was rendered capable of interpret- 
ing it: But God, ſaid he, taking compaſſion up- 
on , who were in ſo great danger of looſing our 
tives, did, whilft Toffered up my prayers to him for 
my own and countrymen”s ſafety, declare to me your 
dream, and the interpretation of it. But yet 
the reflection of being doomed to die ourſelves, 
gave us not ſo much gray bl as the thought 
of how great a ſtain it will ve on your honour to 
put to death ſo many good and juſt men wrong- 
fully, for not making knows to you, what the 
greateſt wiſdom of man is entirely ignorant of, 
and which the eternal omniſcience of God car 
alone reveal. As you lay in your bed, and was 
revolting in your mind who was to ſucceed you 
as emperor of the whole world, God, being wil- 
ling to ſhew you all the kings your ſucceſſors, re- 
Preſented the following viſion toyou. Touthought 
gou ſaw a large ſtatue ſtanding before you, the 
head here was gold, the ſhoulders and arms 
luer, the belly and thighs braſs, and the legs 
and feet iron, After this, you ſaw a vaſt ſtone 
torn out of A mountain, which fell upon the 
ſtatue, and daſhed it to pieces, ſo that the gold 
and the fikver, and the braſs and the iron, be- 
came ſmaller than chaff, and was by a ſudden 
blaſt of wind blown every were about + The 
ſtone then became ſo big as to ſeem to cover all 
the earth. Now the interpretation of the Viſion, 
which you ſaw, is this The golden head ſigni- 
fies yourſelf and the kings of Babylon your pre 
deceſſors; the two arms and ſhoulders denote to 
you, that your empire will be overturned by two 
kings, whoſe power ſhall be broken by another 
coming from the weſt armed in braſs . This 
ſpall alſo be ſubdued by another reſembling iron, 
who ſhall extend his rigorous ſway over the whole 
world, in the nature of iron, becauſe it is ſtron- 
ger then gold, and filver, and braſs. Daniel, be- 
ſides this, acquainted the king with the meaning 
of the ſtone; but it is not my buſineſs to re- 
late matters to come, but only to ſpeak of 
facts actüally paſt and tranſacted. Now if 
any perſon, who is deſirous of knowing the 
truth, cannot reſt ſatisfied with what I have 
here related, but is more inquiſitive into fu- 
turity, let him have recourſe to the book of 
Daniel, which he will find among the ſacred 
writings. | „ | 
King Nabuchodonoſor hearing theſe things, 
and underſtanding his dream, was ſtruck with 
himſelf upon his face, worſhipped him as if 
he had been ſome God, at the ſame time 
commanding facrifices to be offered to him. 
And, not content with doing thus, he gave him 
the name of his own God, and committed to 
him and his relations the chief adminiſtration 
of the affairs of his kingdom. But through the: 
envy and malice of ſome perſons, they were 
ſoon brought into danger of their lives, the 
cauſe whereof was this: The king ordered a 
golden image to be made, ſixty cubits in height, 
and fix in breadth, which he ſer up on a plain 
of Babylon: This done, he conſecrated it in 
a very ſolemn manner, and aſſembled all the 
governors in his kingdom, whom he charged 
in 


admiration at Daniels wiſdom, and proftrating 


- -. Sh * N — 
Ama ER” r 
7 oy 
* a IE 5 had 
__, * 
* ons + 8 2.4 . a il 4 
_, „ 
0 


2 * y 
en. — - 
. N * 


e 


— - oa 5 = "Wy . 
een W 4. 7 
e Se 2 
©" "x - _ 8 
Fc 
7 TS, OE RT 


PPP ³˙ð—̃ꝛ· mm d muÄA 


e 


I: we * fy 
ws * 2 X 
MS p 7 48 8 8 ERS . 2 * 1 4 - 2 2 
22 my N *# 2 4 rn 2 ne Þ > — 4 & 
So 3 53 7 4 A. e * e % . — 
2 5 * 1 A = 7 . 5 , * bn - C — \ ___ 4 * K 5 * 
* wr — 4 : 1 , - A; 8 1 * , 1 8 EY W = 
3 3 DT ar wh” - 2 IMS {7 e 3 os Ye 3 N22 - * * þ l - l * 
1 ö n 22 e Te a pete ogg r JJ 
3 23 — — . , . * r I , . L r r ” 
Rn 3 > _— e— JJ > > EIT ay . ad * * K = a 
© 9 — 8 We - . vs —— 2 - r 7 1. 9 A Pe” pr „ 
1 tie :, 2 ” de ES * bn Fer 72 R Rardt t = 2 3 ; +9, * * * + oo 54 . ho 3 $3; Cas . 2 3 ox 4 * 2 = 4 * 25 K - . 7 2 _ 
$ 2-0 N RE e 2 r | * — — * — a — — — r 4 


. 9 
cats + —_— Im. » 
— * — any 8 
n e * 


eee 


244 


m expreſs terms, as ſoon as they heard the 
round of the trumpet, to fall upon the earth 
and worſhip the image; but to all thoſe who 
refuſed to do ſo, he threatned to caſt them 
into a fiery furnace. Accordingly as ſoon as 
the trumpet ſounded they all fell down, and 


paid adoration to the image; but it is report- 


ed of Daniel's kinſmen, that they, unwillin 6 
to violate the laws of their country, would 


* 


not perform the like homage. Upon which, 
being .manfeſtly convicted of the crime, they 


were immediately thrown into the fire, but 
by the Divine Providence preſerved, ànd mi- 


raculouſly delivered from death; for. the fire 
never once touched them: But as if it had 
been ſenſible that men of innocent and pure 
hearts were caſt into it, it did not injure them 
by its flame as long as they remained in it: 
God all the time abating its force and pre- 
ſerving them. This procured them greater 
favonr then ever with the king, who now 
eſteemed them as men beloved of God; and 
held them ever after in the higheſt honour 
and reſpect. J.. 
Not long after this the king had another 
dream; that he was ſoon to be diveſted of 


CHAP. XI. 


of Nabuchodonoſor and bis ſucceſſors, and of his Empires being overturned by the be. 
ſians. Of the Things that happened to Daniel in Perſia, and of bis Prophecies, 


FIN G Nabuc hodonoſor, after a reign of 
_ forty three years, died. He was a prince 
ot great induſtry, and exceeded the kings his 
predeceſſors in the greatneſs of his riches. 
Beroſus in the third book of his Chaldæan 
hiſtory ' takes notice of him in theſe words, 
< His tather Nabuc hodonoſor being old, and un- 
© fit for undertaking any hardy enterprize, hear- 
© ing that the governor he had placed over A- 
< expt, Celo-Syria and Phænicia, had revolted 


rom him, gave his ſon Nabuchodonoſor, who 


was but a youth, part of his army, to march 
againſt him: Nabuc hodanoſor accordingly en- 
gaged, and overcame him, reducing all the 
country to his obedience, and making it a pro- 


vince of his kingdom. But his father Nabu- 


o 
C 
, 
G 
© chodonoſor ſhortly after was taken very ill, 
c and died in Babylon, after he had reigned one 
© and twenty years. The ſon coming ſoon to 
o 
c 
c 
Dy 


hear of his death, ſettled matters in Agypt 


and the countries round about, and gave orders 

to ſome particular friends to carry the captive 
Jews, Phenicians, Sriaus, and Agyptians, 
together with the heavy armed ſoldiers and 
© baggage to Babylon, whilſt he with a few atten- 
dants directed his journey through the deſert to 
that place; were getting the goverment into 
© his hands, which had been managed by the 
© chief of the Chaldzans, he ordered the cap- 
© tives, who were carried thither, to be diſ- 
© pers'd in colonies throughout Babylonia. 
After whichhe embelliſhed the temple 1 Belus, 


(1) Epipbanus ſays, he tepaired the antient City, and made new Buildings, whereby 
came ta beſiege the Place, could in no manner 8 the Current of the Rive. or prevall 
own. 


FEHAvius os ARDS. 
5 1 and live among beaſts 
pace 


regain his kingdom. Twas this he 
about; and accordingly ſummoned again þ; 
magicians, of whom he enquired concert 
it, and demanded an interpretation. 
of them could unfold the ſignificat 
dream, or explain it to the kin 
was the only 
preting it, (which he did, and ever 

AE happened as he foretold); 1 
dongſor, having, as we have juſt now m 
ed, dwelt ſeven years in the wilderneſs, du. 
ring which time none dared to take the ad 
miniſtration of affairs upon him, 0 
was at length appeaſed by his 
accordingly reſtored him to his kin 


all theſe matters here as I found them 
tient books, for, in the beginning of 


(2) See (aſaubaus Epiſtle ta Baromius, p. 135. 


Bock X. 
for the 
Was to 
dreamt 


ſeven years, after which he 


. ne 
101 of the 
8. Danis / 
perſon found capable of inter. 
for Nati,” 
ention- 


prayers, and 
. 1gdom. Ang 
hope now, none will blame me for recitin 


in an- 
0 this hiſ. 
tory, I have precautioned thoſe perſons why 
may. be apt to criticiſe or expoſtulate y 
ſome paſſages herein, by affirming that I tran- 
ſlated the Hebrew books into Greek, in the 
courſe of which I have neither diminiſhed nor 
added any thing by my own invention, 


© by baus uf up in it the ſpoils and trophies 
© he had taken in the war. Beſides this, (1) 
© he built a new city of Babylon, and added it 
© to the old one, and to hinder the courſe of 
«© the river from being turned of, by means 
© whereot they might the eaſier be beſieged, he 
© ſurrounded the inner city with three walls and 
© the outer city likewiſe with the ſame number, 
After he had thus fortified the city, heerefted 
© magnificent gates, and built a new palace 
* cloſetothat of his father's,the height and beu- 
ty of which may be deemed an unneceſſary u Wl 
to deſcribe here; yet though it was very ſpa- Wl 
o 
c 
c 
* 
* 
« 
c 


cious and grand, no more than fifteen days WR 


were ſpent in the perfe& compleating « 
it. In this palace he erected vaſt piles d 
ſtones in the ſhape of mountains, upon y 
were curiouſly carved all manner of tres; 
he cauſed alſo to be made a hangin Ple 
radice, as it was called; this was as "-_ 
© at the importunity of his wife, who vB 
© Mede, and deſired to have ſomething to f: 
* ſemble her own country.” Beſides the fr EN 
going author, Mægaſt henes, in the third book 6 3 
his Indian hiſtory, mentions the fame (1117 
but endeavours to evince that this king, T3 
conrage and glorious actions, far excelled FB 
cules ; for he tells us, that he laid waſte ag 2% 
part of Lybia, and all (2) Derias; Di 8 
alſo in his Fegſian hiſtory mentions d "BP 
and Philofratus likewiſe both in his In 
and Phenician hiſtories ſays, that he 
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irtet rs, whilſt Irhobalus was king 

t 1 . Aud den ＋ the accounts that all 
-+arians give of this king. i 

bin er Nabudbodomofor's death, his ſon Abi- 
Jamarodach ſueceeded him in the kingdom. 
This prince releaſed Fechonias, king of the /- 
raelites, from his impriſonment, and reckoned 
him amongſt the (4) number of his beſt 
friends; he enriched him with many preſents, 
and honour'd him above all the other Kings 
at Babylon. His father had broke the league 
with this unhappy prince, who, to ſave the 
city from the calamities of a ſiege, as we have 
ſaid before, delivered up voluntarily himſelf, 
his wives, his children, and all his kindred to 
him. Abilamarodach died, after a reign of 
eighteen years, his ſon Vigliſſar obtaining the 
government after him; who alſo died, when 
he had reigned forty years. Laboſordac h, by 
right of ſucceſſion, enjoyed the throne after 
this prince, but after a ſhort reign of only 
nine months, he died, leaving the kingdom to 
(b) Baltaſar, whom the Babylonians called 
Naboandel. Cyrus, king of Pera, and Da- 
rius king of Media, made (c) war againſt him: 
But during the ſiege he had a moſt ſurprizing 
and wonderful viſion. As he ſat at ſupper in 
an apartment of his palace amongſt his con- 
cubines and friends, at which were uſed many 
old and filver veſſels, he ordered all the 

veſſels, which Nabuc hodonoſor had taken at 
the ſacking of Hieroſolyma, to be brought out 
of his temple. Theſe Nabuchodonoſor had 
== ncver uſed, but only laid them up in the 
= tcmple of his God. Baltaſar, being ſo very 
W preſumptous, as to drink out of theſe veſſels, 

mand blaſpheme in his cups the moſt high God, 
ſaw an hand iſſuing out of the wall, and writing 
WE thereon certain words. Terrified at the ſight, 
be called together the magicians, Chaldzans, 
= and all the wiſe men skilled in the interpre- 
cation of prodigies and dreams, to whom he 

ſhewed the writing, and ordered them to ex- 
plain it to him; but there were none found 
capable of interpreting it. The king, con- 
[founded at the amazing prodigy, commanded 
proclamation to be made throughout his king- 
dom, that whoeyer could read the writing, 
and make known the interpretation thereof, 
Should have a gold chain about his neck, be 
loathed in purple after the manner of the 
aldean kings, and be the third perſon in 
be government. After this proclamation, a 


eeater concourſe of magicians aſſembled than 
eecore, cach firiving to read 


) it- the writing, bur 
wm all to no purpoſe. The king's grandmother 
1 Ml dbſerving him very much troubled at it, be- 


an to give him courage; ſhe acquainted him, 
bere was a certain captive, by nation a Jew, 
gd named Daniel, whom Nabuchodonoſor 
—_— gh away with him, after he had over- 
own Fero/o/yma. This Daniel, ſhe told 
_ vas a very wiſe and learned man, and 
) Hipbanius ſays he made him to be reckon'd 
0" IP that the King of Babylon ſet the Thro 
2a Babylon. . 
| tavius, Dactr. Tempor 


2 
52. 1.6, p. 327. and others beſides 


his Euneadi 


18 


of the Antiqhities 'of the Jews. 


2 amongſt the Kin 
, ne of Fechonigs above the 
$ is reſuted by = ) The lame who was . raus the 

him. 


had the gift of ſolving the greateſt diſſiculties, 
and only in the power of God to interpret; 
and that whenever Nabuc hodonoſor asked him 
any abſtruſe queſtion, he always gave him per- 
feet ſatisfaction. The: king, hearing this, com- 
manded him to be ſent tor, that he might re- 
veal. the meaning of that miraculous writing, 
(the ſignification of which was to prove very 
fatal to him) and ſhew the ignorance ot thoſe 
who could not underſtand it. 371400 
Baltaſar, hearing this, called Daniel to him, 
and told him he had heard much of his fame and 
wiſdom, namely, that he was influenced by 
the ſpirit of God, and was the only pexſon ga- 
pable of diſcloſing thoſe ſecrets which others 
were ignorant of, and therefore deſited him to 
read the writing, and interpret it to him; and 
that, as a reward for ſo doing, he would give 
him a gold chain to be worn about his neck, 
that he ſhould be cloathed in purple, and ac- 
counted the third man in dignity in his king- 
dom; and that all who ſhould behold him in 
that ſplendid condition, or enquire the reaſon 
of it, ſhould be told that it was his wiſdom 
that had advanced him to that. high honour, 
Daniel deſired him not to load him with pre- 
ſents (for a wiſe man is not to be overcome 
with bribes, though they are deſired by poor 
and needy perſons) but ſaid he would inter- 
pret the writing to him, which denounced a 
ſudden death to him, becauſe not admoniſhed 
by the evils his anceſtor had ſuffered for his 
obſtinacy againſt God, he had not learnt to 
practice piety and holineſs, or eudeavoured to 
perform the great duty of a devour life; but 
after that Nabuic hadonoſor for his impiety was 
doomed to live amongſt beaſts, and by his fer- 
vent prayers and ſupplications, obtained ſo 
much mercy as to be reſtored ro his former 
lite and kingdom, , tor which he worthipped 
| God ſo long as he lived with an- unteigued 
belief that he was Omnipotent, and preſided 
over the affairs of mankind; er un- 
mindful of ſo lively an example, often blaſ- 
phemed the moſt high, and made uſe, of the 
veſlels of his temple amongſt his concubines. 
God, beholding thele things, was highly en- 
raged at him, and therefore expoſed the wri- 
ting, that by it he might underſtand what death 
he was to ſuffer. The writing he told him, 
was to be interpreted thus, Mane, in the 
Greek tongue fignitied Arithmos, a number, 
implying, that God had numbered the conti- 
nuance of his life and kingdom, and that but 
a {mall time was remaining. Tusker was the 
ſame as Sarhmos, weight. Wherefore God, 
{aid he, hath weighed: the time of your king- 
dom, and: diſcovered that it is ſinking down. 
PHrares in the Greek language ſignified Ctaſma, 
or a piece or fragment.” God, added he, will 
therefore break your kingdom in pieces, and 
divide it amongſt the Ades and Perſians. = 
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Dania inting Baltaſar that the uri- 
| ay baryon wall ſignified what he had ſaid, 
it ruck dum with a great fear and terror, as 
is reaſonable to believe jrom ſuch a dreadful 
omen; yet, though Daniel was the prophet 
of ſuch melancholy news, the king, agree- 
able to his word, gave him all the preſents. he 
had promiſed him, reflecting with himſelf that 
thoſe thifgs for which they were given were 
owing fit. and the determination of 
fate; ard not of him who had prophecied them ; 
and that Daniel had performed the part of a 
Þft and good man, in giving him a true in- 
rerpretatian of things, tho” their events and 
eonſequences were to prove fatal to him. 
Thus did Baltaſar reflect: And not long 
after both he himſelf and the city were taken 
by Cyrus the Perſian king, who led an army 
againſt it. Now Ba/taſar was king when 
Babylon was taken, and he had then reigned 
feventeen years. And this is the end of the 
ſucceſſors of Nabuc hodonoſor. Darius was 
ſixty two years old, when, with his kinſman 
Cyrus, he overturned the Babylonian empire. 
He was the ſon of (a) Aſtyages, but called by 
atiother name by the Grecians. He carried 
the - prophet Daniel into Media, where he 
heaped- great honours upon him, and conſti- 
tuted him one of the three chief rulers or 
governors, over the three hundred and ſixty 
inferior ones, whom he appointed throughout 
his empire. 8. 
Daniel mounting to this high honour, and 
ingratiating himſelf into“ the very ſoul of 
Darius, who, as if he had been inſpired by 
the ſpirit of God, committed every affair of 
conſequence to his truſt and management alone, 
came at laſt to be greatly envied. For envy 
is never more ſeen, than in thoſe who behold 
other perſons in greater eſteem with kings 
than themſelves. Let Daniel never gave his 
enemies, who could not bear the reſpect Da- 
rius ſhewed him, and were conſtantly ſeeking 
fome occaſion or other of defaming and ac- 
cufing him, any reaſon for ſuch uſage. As he 
was above the mercenary views of receiving 
money for bribes, eſteeming - it ſcandalous 
even to take a reward for a ſervice done, ſo he 
never gave his detractors the leaſt juſt pre- 
tence of accuſing him. When they found 
they were able to inſinuate nothing to the 
king, that would induce him to leſſen his 
eſteem for Daniel, and that their aſperſions 
and calumnies were fruitleſs, they had re- 
courſe to another invention, whereby to take 


(aa) Theodoret upon Daniel, I. 6. p. 616, writes thus, When Darius the Mede had reigned a ſhott Tims 
* Cyrus obtained the Government, and tranflated it to the Perſians. Foſc ays, Th 
© Darius was the Son of Aſtyages, and the Uncle of Cyrus by his Mother's Side, but that the Grecian ring 
gave him another Name. Cyaxares was the Name they gave him: He alſo aſſerts, That Darius, aud 

« his Nephew, in Company, beſieged abylon, and took it, and that they flew Baltaſar that vet) 
{aw certain Syllables written upon the Wall. But Daniel's | | 
© That he governed in the Kingdom of Darius, and in the Kingdom of Ora the Perſian, and ſhows 
ch. vi.) that the Kingdom of Darius was one, and that of Cyr 
« the Siege of Babylon, they had but one Kingdom. But it is ſaid that they 
buried with his Fathers, and Cyrus the Perſan obtain'd the Kingdom.“ So that by | 
Crius reigning together, did not beſiege Babylon and lay Balraſar ; but that Darius firſt, and nes of ub 
Cyrus, reigned over Afſyria. Neither do the Words of Foſepbus agree with the Greek Writings; Out 

3 collected that Cyaxares was the Son of A/tyages, or | 
has made to beſiege Paby/on in Company with Cyrus. So that Joſephs, accounting this Place may be 


which 


it cannot 


of Improbability. 
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people, fot the ſpace of thirty days, wherein 
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fered up thrice a day 0 is prayers to e 
upon which they imagia d they had 
fair pretence of ruiaing him. In conſ, * 
of this they went to Darius, aud — 
him, that his governors aud rulers 3 
lution to ordain a public feſtival among * 
ſhould be unlawſul for any one do ask þ1 die 
his gods for any . — wu 
tranſgreſſed this decree, ſhould be caſt into the 
lion's den, and therè perin. "Ys 

Darius, little ſenſible of their malicious de. 
ſigns, and far from underſtandin their wick. 
ed ſchemes againſt Daniel, told them he Way 
pleaſed: with their reſolution, and promiſed to 
confirm it; whereupon he made 4 publick 
proclamation, to let the people thoroughly 8 
derſtand the decree of the governors. Here. 
upon every one ſeemed very careful not to 
infringe the laws; notwithſtanding; Which 
Daniel had no apprehenſions of feat from 
tranſgreſſing it, but in the ſight of all he flobd 
after his uſual cuſtom, and prayed to his Gd 
The governors, having thus obtained the op- 
portunity they had all along ſought againg 
Daniel, went immediately to the king, and 
accuſed him as the only perſon who had'of. 
fered up his prayers to God, when all the 
reſt were afraid to do ſo. But this was an 
open mark of their envy towards him, and 
their watching him was far from being the 
effect of a ſtrict piety. They were ill. ap- 
prehenſive the king would | pardon + hin 
though he had oftended againſt the edi&: 
This conſideration therefore 1nereaſed their en- 
vy, and they inſiſted in more ſtrenuous terms, 
as he had acted repugnant to the decree, to hate 
him caſt into the den of lions. Darius was 
in hopes his God would protect him from any 
injury of the wild beaſts, and therefore ex- 
horted him to bear his lot patiently. Ace- 
cordingly he was caſt into the den, and the 
king, having put his own ſeal upon the ſtone 
in the mouth of it, © departed, but could 
neither eat nor take any reſt all the night 
for his anxious fears about Daniel. Early 
the next morning he aroſe and went to the 
den; where finding his ſeal unbroken which 
he had left upon the ſtone, he unlooſed it 
himſelf, and calling aloud to Daniel, asked 
him if he was well; who, hearing the king 
ſpeak, told him he had received no manner 
of injury; upon which he ordered him to be 
taken out of the den. Daniel's enemies pe 
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bus the Hiſtorian" lays, * 


N jobt, in 
ccount contradicts this, who 1» 
4 another. Now if they had but one Aro 
had each one. And Afﬀyaz" 


this Account, Darius, 
d next to lin 


at he was the ſame Darius whom 
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3 taken no hurt, would not at- did not only, like ocher prophets, .forptel 
as be, e his, ( "mn and. his provi- things to come, but mentioned che very time 
gene, but imagining. har chi lions, being foll eier wers, en happen. | And as orper, prophets 
ed, bad - oftered no, violence, to him, they were generally, te menen ol ynhappy 
Gd ang Oe their ory thus to the kivg- vents, which; made them); incur, the; harte 
Fa Dok del V inc —_ id full of, an- .of both kings and people, Daniel on the other 
der at theſe malicious proceeding of theirs, hand was a meſſenger of good news, to them. 
S great deal of fleſh to be thrown ſo that the happy prophecies. he made gained 
Co he lions; and when, they bad ſufficiently bim the eſtecm and reſpect, of all 1 and the 
Caihed themſelves with it, he ordered Da- nations he lived amongſt not only gave à ready 
Mel's enemies to be thrown amongſt them, co aſlent to them, as being well aſſured of their 


make the experiment, if their full bellies truth, but alſo paid him Divine honour for 


. in thei ing againſt them. From the writings he has left behind 
would reſtrain. their fury from raging againſt „ chat his p opheces —— 

; t Daniel was preſerved. miracu» undoubredly, true and unchangeable For he 
aaron ber oh ſooner 8 * the governgrs ſays, That being at gu, the metropolis of 
caſt amongſt the lions, than they ſuriouſy fell * Perſia, he went on a time with ſome compa» 
upon them, not ſparing one of them, but der dions of his into the plain there, where on a 
vouring them as it they had been quite fa- ſudden an earthquake happened, which his 
miſhed. But I ſuppoſe it was not hunger, .* Companions beholding, fied away and left him 
after they had been ſatisfied with meat, but by himſelf. He immediately. fell on-his face 
the malice of the men that ſharpened their * with both his arms ſtretched out upon the 
appetite; for God, if he thought fir, could © round, when ſomebody took hold of him, and 
app even irrational beaſts the executors of his 1d bim riſe and {ce what was many ages after 
Vengeance. Y to befal his citizens. Accordingly he roſe, and 
In this manner Daniel's enemies having re- beheld a large ram having many horns ſprout- 
ceived their juſt puniſhment, king Darius ſent * ing out of his head, but the laſt ſeem'd by far 
meſſengers throughout his kingdom, to pro- * the longeſt : He then caſt his eyes to the weit- 
claim that adoration and worſhip to be paid ward, and ſaw an he-goat coming trom thence 
to Daniel's God, and commanded him alone to *© through the air, who engaged the ram, ſmote 
be eſteemed the Omnipotent and true God. As him with his two horns, laid him proſtrate up- 
for Daniel he had him in the greateſt eſteem, on the ground, and then trod upon him: After 
and gave him the chief place amongſt his friends. this, he ſaw a very large horn iſſuing out of the 
Daniel, now finding himſelf raiſed to vaſt ho- * forehead of the he-goar, which breaking, there 
nour, and that God preſided over his actions, * ſprouted four ſmaller ones in its room, which 
erected at Ecbatan in Media, a tower of ad- faced the four winds: Out of theſe he ſaw 
mirable work and curious workmanſhip, which * another ſmaller horn ariſe, which he ſaid, God 
3s ſtill remaining, and appears to the ſpeCta- *© had revealed to him, would, upon its increaſe, 
tors to be newly Bitte, nay, to have been cre&- bring war amongſt his nation, take Hierc/oipma 
ed on the very day they caſt their eyes upon it. © by ſtorm, and diſturb the courſe of ſ:crificing 
Its beautiful outſide and ſtrength is not the in the temple for the ſpace of one thouſand 
leaſt decayed, though ſo long from its firſt two hundred and ſixty fix days.“ Daniel hath 
erection, which is the more to be wonder'd written that theſe things were ſhewn to him in 
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ia, and Parthia, buried to this very 
the care of it was committed to a (6) ;; 


5 pre which is ſtill the cuſtom at tt 


— — * wh 1 3 * og 
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ſurprize the reader. Every thing beyoud” 
expectation, as if he had been a prophet 0 th T 

| | | | im: which he was to reduce all the Perſan king- 
While he lived, kings and their people held -* dom to his obedience. That the large horn 
him in ſupreme honour, and his actions, after © which grew out of the forehead of the he. goat, 


was a type of the firſt king, and the four 
| | © others which faced the four winds, were em- 
our nation to this day, and from them we ga- blems of the four kings, who were to be the 
dbber that he was inſpired by the Moſt High. He « firſt king's ſucceſſors, after his deceaſe, and 
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__ (-) The Perſan Kings, as the received Opinions, were buried at 
1 2780 Abu lays as to the Freſhneſs and Beauty of this Building, is no more than what J can myſelf affirm 
. ” t ey tones of the Mauſoleum of the Perſſan Kings, which I received from Cornelius Bruajur who Pulled 
bea kom thence : This Gentleman affirms the Hardneſs of theſe Stones to be ſuch, as ſcarcely to yield to 
. P to break in Shivers the Axes that ſtrike it. Relaud. ; (b) I am induced to 
DEE (lays Boghart) that Darius made uſe of Daniel's extraordinary Skill and Advice in erecting this 
wer, the Management and Performance of which pleaſed him ſo wall, that he gave the Government of 


Itacras, otherwiſe called Pey/zpolis. Now 
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And though they were neither bis ſons, or 
any Ways related to him, yet they were to 
© rule the world for many ages. And that from 
© theſe another king was to ſpring up, who was 
to overthrow the 7ewiſh kingdom, deftroy 
© their nation and laws, ſack their temple; and 
© hinder their ſolemn ſacrifices from being ofter- 
ed, during three years.” This was Daniel's 
viſion, which plainly foretold the calamities 
our nation afterwards ſuffered under Antiochrs 


and Epiphanes, and which he penned many years 


before its conſequences happen'd. Daniel alſo 
wrote many accounts concerning the empire of 
the Romans, who were to bring deſtruction 
upon our nation. Theſe ſeveral things did 
this pious perſon commit to writing, rhat they 
avho happened to peruſe them, or ſee them ful- 
filled, might rhence raiſe their wonder at the 
ſtupenduous honourGod was pleaſed to giveDa- 
#iel, and perceive the erroneous ſyſtem of the 
Epicureans, which excludes providence from 


being concerned in the affairs of life, makes 


God not any way concerned about human ac- 


oy 
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© were todividehiSempire between chemſelves: 
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vs” Booky 
tions, and denies that all kühgs dre ut: 
by the eternal foreſight of A allcwife auc dee 
mighty Eeing : But that the World, wither... 
intermediate affiſtäftee of a govettor in fte 
ſerved in the order we behold it, by * e 
inherent power of its own. ' NOW I Accor al 
to this ſyſtem, the world was governed by n 
ſapreme hand at all, it would inevitabl 00 
tall to pieces: For ve ſee that ſhips Wil Ut 
Pilots, or able perſons to ſteer "them 18 . 
every ſtorm in danger of being caſt away ; 
that chariots without skillful drivers to ern 
them, are ſuddenly overturned and daſhed © 
beer Theſe prophecies of Daniel make 2 
lieve thoſe perſons greatly in the wrong oth 
pretend God has no concern about human . 
fairs: For we ſhould never have heard Tina 
ſeen the completion of his predictions if 11 
things in this world had been conducted ht 
chance. As 1 found theſe matters related. f 
I have tranſcribed them here; but eye 1 
is left to his own liberty of judging, and main. 
taining a different opinion, if he thinks other. 
wiſe of the facts here mentioned, !' 
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Containing the Space of Iwo Hundred and | 
_ Fifty Three Years, 


and ive Months: © 


carrying it on. 


„ N the firſt year of Cyras's reign, 
443% which was the ſeventieth from 
that day wherein our nation was 
ſent captive from their native 
country to Babylon, God took 
compaſſion upon them for the 
captivity and troubles they had ſuffered, ac- 


his prophet, before the deſtruction of the City, 
= how that, after they had ſerved Nabuc hodono- 
r and his poſterity, and endured a ſlaviſh life 


= he would again reſtore them to their native 
country, where they ſhould rebuild the temple, 
and enjoy their former happy ſtate. All theſe 
chings God fulfilled. For after he had rouſed 
the ſpirit of Cyrus, he cauſed him to write cir- 
cular letters throughout all A/a, to this effect: 
Tas saiTH kinG Cyrvs, ſince the great 
© God hath conſtituted me king of the world, 

I am perſuaded it is he whom the nation of 
the Fews worihip, for he hath foretold my 
name by his prophets, and that I am to re- 
build his temple at Hieroſolyma, in the land 
of Fudea.* 1 1 
= C75 came to know theſe things by reading 
Wn prophecies of Eſaias, which he left two 
hundred and ten years before this happened; 
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CHAP. 


How Cyrus, the King of the Perſians, after he bad ſent the Jews from Babylon into 
their own Country, permitted them to build a Temple, and gave them Money toward; 


cording to what he had foretold by Jeremias 


under them for the ſpace of (a) ſeventy years, 


J. 


tion of the temple. Therefore, when Cyrus pe- 
ruſed this paſſage, he admir'd God's foreknow- 
ledge and providence, and a ſudden deſire 
excited him to fulfil what was written. To 
this end he aſſembled the moſt conſiderable of 
the Fews of note at Babylon, and told them, 
© That he gave them liberty to return into 

their own country, and there rebuild Hie- 
roſolyma and the temple of God: That he 
would aſſiſt them in the undertaking, and 
write to his governors in Fudea to ſupply 
them with gold and ſilver, towards carry- 


ing on the building of the temple, and alſo 
with: ſheep for their ſacrifices.” 
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Condition he ſhould keep them in his cuſtody 
until the temple was built, and then to deliver 
them into the hands of the prieſts and princes 
of the people, to be reſtored to the temple. 
Cyrus alſo wrote a letter to his governors of 
Syria, to this effect : 


King Cygus To StSINAS AND SARABASA- 
Nas, GREETING. 


I have given my licence to as many Fews as 
© thifkk fit, to return into their native country, 
© and reſtore their city, and rebuild the temple 
© of God at Hieroſolyma, in the very ſame place 
© jt before ſtood in. To this end I have ſent 
* Mithridates, my treaſurer, and Zorobabel, the 
© prince of the Fews, to lay the foundations of 
© the temple, and build it, and make it in 
© height ſixty cubits, and in breadth the ſame 
© number, and to conſiſt of three partition walls 
© of poliſhed ſtone, and one of wood to be hewn 
© out of the country; and beſides, to erect an al- 
© tar on which they may ſacrifice to God the 
© charge of which I am willing to ſupply out of 
my own treaſury. I have alſo delivered into 
© the hands of Mithridates my treaſurer, and 
© Zorobabel the prince of the Fews, the veſſels 
< which king Nabuchodono/or tormerly took out 


| CHAP. | 
How the Jews, after the Death of Cyrus, by the Order of Cambyſes, were bindred by 
tbe Cutheans and Governors of Judea, from 


HILST they were laying the foun- 
dations of the temple, and carrying on 
the building thereof with the utmoſt expedi- 
tion, the bordering nation, eſpecially the Chy- 
theans, (whom Salmanaſar, king of the A- 
rians had brought ont of Pera and Media, 
and ſettled in Samaria, when he cauſed the 
people of 1/7ae/ to remove from thence ;) de- 
ſired the governors and the overſeers of the 
workmen to hinder yr ag from rebuilding 
the city and temple. Now they being bribed 
by preſents from them, promiſed them for 
the ſake of the money that they would neglect 
the affairs of the Fews, and occaſion the build- 
ing to move on very {lowly : For Cyrus, be- 
ing engaged in other wars, knew nothing at 
all of their proceedings, and, fighting againſt 
the Maſſagetæ, loſt his lite amongſt them. But 
when Camzj/es, the fon of Cyrus, came to 
the throne, the Syrians, Phenicians, Am- 
manites, Moabites, and Samaritans, wrote a 
letter to him in this manner: We your ma- 
jeſty's ſervants, Rathymus the regiſter, and 
« Semelias the ſcribe, and the preſidents of the 
« conncil in Phenicia and Syria, ſends greet- 
ing: It is abſolutely neceſſary for you, O 
king, to know that the Jews who were ſent 
« from Babylon, are come into our country, 
« where they are building a rebellious and 
wicked city, reſtoring its ancient courts of 
« Judicature, and erecting new walls and a 
« temple. Now we preſume to let you know, 
« that if their undertakings are ſuffered to be 
„ finiſhed, they will neither continue to pay 
c you tribute, nor obey your decrees, but 
will both reſiſt the power of kings and be 


_ Fravivs Jostenvs 
© of the temple of God, with ord 


follows: Fifty golden, and five 
© baſons;: forty golden, and five 
* Thericlean cups; fifty golden, and f 
ſilver water- cups; 
hundred ſilver libation cups; thirty 
* two thouſand and four hundred ff 
and beſides theſe, one thouſand lar 
© grant them alſo the ſame honours, 
© anceſtors were accuſtomed to, 
five thouſand and five hundred drachmas t, 


© rwenty thouſand and five hundre 
© meaſures of barley. And red Perfar 


Book XI. 
ers to ref 
Their number x 
hundred ſilver 
hundred ſilyer 
ve hundred 

and three 
golden, and 
lver phials, 
ge veſlels, ] 


which their 
and give them 


«© them to the ſame te 


lace. 


thirty golden, 


« purchaſe ſheep, and wine and oil, beſides 


my Command j 
* that a tax be laid upon Samaria to furniſh "as 


© with all theſe things, and that the pri 
perform their ſacrifices accordin n 
* tution of Mes, and during the lemi ll 
« pray for the lite of the king and his family, and 
« that the Perſſan kingdom may continue lon 
© Burt whoſoever ſhall act contrary to this order. 
my decree is, that he ſhall be crucified 110 
his goods confiſcated to the king's uſe,” 
This was the tenour of Qrus's letter: And 
the number of thoſe who returned from capti- 
vity to Hieroſolyma were four millions, tuo 
thouſand, four hundred and ſixty two perſons. 


II. 


carrying on the Building of the Temple, 


© more ready to command than obey, There- 
fore we hold it beſt, now the building of 
the temple is vigorouſly carrying on, to 
© write to you, O king, and not negle& to 
© acquaint - you with this momentous affair, 
in order for your inſpecting the records of 
© your predeceſſors, wherein you will find 
that the Fews have been the authors of ma- 
© ny revolts, and prejudiced againſt kings, and 
: 
c 
0 
c 
c 
5 
« 
o 


not only ſo, but their very city inclined to 
the ſame principle which occaſion'd its de- 
ſtruction. Upon this account, we have ta- 
ken the freedom to inform you, on a pre- 
ſumption. you may be ignorant of it, that it 
this city is rebuilt and ſurrounded with walls, 
you will inevitably loſe a paſſage into Cæl- 
Syria and Phenicia. | 
When Camby/es had peruſed this letter (wiv Wi 
was naturally of no good diſpoſition) he vas Wl 
vexed at the contents, and ſent back an au- 
ſwer to this effect: King Cambyſes to Ra- 
« thymus the regiſter, and Belſemus, and dem. 
eius the ſcribe, and the reſt of the council, ll 
© and to the inhabitants of Samaria and Hr, W' 
© ſends greeting: I have read the letter 17 ut 
«© ſent me, and commanded the records 0 = 
my predeceſſors to be inſpected, wherein: 
© is found, that this city hath always been © me 
© enemy to kings, and its citizens fomenta yl 
© of ſeditions and wars; and we have a 
© found that their kings have been very ww xt 
© ant and powerful, and collected tribute 3 
© of Calo-Syria and Phenicta. Where 1 B 
© I command that the Jews be hindred 1 = 
© rebuilding their city, left for the future 


mali as hither 
< malice be augmented, which has l 6 


Book XI: „ , 
been ſo prejudicial to kings.” 1 1 
this letter was read, Rat, uus an n 45 
the ſcribe, and theilt colleagues, *. lately 
mounted their horſes, and haitened to TT 
Ioma, carrying a grear multitude along 5 
them, where they prohibited the Fews 5 5 
carrying on the building of the city and temple. 


FT ER the Magi were removed out of 

the way, who liad tor one year held the 
kingdom after the death of Camby/cs, the 
princes of the ſeven houſes of the Pefſiuns, 
as they are called, made Daraus, fon of 
HyBaſpes, king; who, in his private condition 
of life, had made a vow to God, that if he 
came to be king, he would ſend all the veſſels 
deuicated to the ſervice of God, which re- 
mained behind at Babylon, to the temple at 
Hieroſolyma. About this time Zorobaiel, who 
had been choſen prince of the captive Few., 
came from Hieroſolhma to Darius, with whom 
he had had a cloſe friendſhip formerly ; who, 
to give him a teſtimony of his kindneſs, made 
him one of his body-gauards, in conjunction 
with two others, an honour which Zorobabel 
had defired. 1 . 
Darius in the firſt year of his reign, made 


the officers ot his houſhold, and the princes of 
Media, and the governors of Perſia and India 
as far as Athiopia, and for his military officers 


3 When every one had ſufficiently regaled 
= himſelt at the feaſt, they retired each to 
their bed-chambers, But Darius, having with- 


ved, where he ſlept but a ſhort ſpace of the 
night, ſoon roſe up, and when he found he 
could repoſe himſelf no longer, began to diſ- 


courſe with his three body- guards, and pro- 
„ niſed to cloath him, who made the wiſeſt and 
- trueſt anſwer to a queſtion or two he would 


25k, in purple, to let him drink out of golden 
cps, to ſleep upon a golden bed, to drive his 
hariot with golden reins, to wear a royal cap 
pon his head, and a golden chain about his 
eck, to place him next in dignity to himſelf 
r his wifdom, and to call him his own rela- 
on. After he had made this promiſe, his 
tt queſtion was, if wine was the ſtrongeſt 
ig? his ſecond, if a king? and his third, if 
—_ mn? or whether truth excelled all theſe? 
Ws bving ſaid thus, he held his tongue. The 
err morning he aſſembled his ſeveral gover- 
of Per and Media, and placing him- 
IF on his throne, from whence he adminiſtred 


sive their ſentiments, of what he had pro- 
fed to them, in the hearing of all preſent. 

Hereupon the firſt of them began to ſpeak 
out WINE, and to extol its power in this 


. 3 1 
nner: Gentlemen, ſaid he, I am going to 


a very ſumptuous and coſtly entertainment for 
over an hundred and twenty ſeven provinces. 


drawn himſelf to his room, and retired to 


ce, he commanded each of his body-guards 
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And thus for the ſpace of nine more years were 
theſe undertakings laid aſide, until the ſecond 
year of the 85 of Darius king of the Per- 
ans; for Cambyſes, after he had reigned fix 
years, in which time he ſubdued Zgypr, died 
ſoon after his return from thence to Damaſtrs. 


CHAP. ini. 

How Z robabel, by bis ſuperior Skill in ſolving Problems, obtained Leave ro rebuild 
5 Temple 5 ee ſucceeded in the Kingdom after the Death of Cam- 
byſes, and the Deſtruction of the Magi. 


© ſpeak of the ſtrength of wine, which by theſe 
© following demonſtrations, I find to have a great- 
© er power than all things. It firſt of all de- 
© ceives the minds of thoſe who drink it, by put- 
* ting kings upon a level with their ſubjects, 
making ſervants talk as freely as their freeborn 
© maſters, and inſpiring beggars with the notions 
© of riches and grandeur. It it once enters into 
their ſouls, they are immediately chang'd, and 
© a ſtrange and new power poſſeſſes them; they, 
© tho? in great calamity, feel no miſery, and tho 
© poor, ſeem to themſelves rich enough to be a- 
© bove the aſſiſtance of others, inſomuch that they 
© talk greatly, ſpeak of talents of money, and in 
« ſuch a lofty manner as is agrecable only to rich 
« people. Beſides, wine makes a man forget kings 
© and generals, puts out of his remembrance even 
© friends and relations, and makes him think 


© them unknown to him ; but when he becomes - 


© ſober, and the fumes of the wine are evaporated, 
© out of his brain by ſleep, he riſes ignorant of 
© every thing he was guilty of in his drunkenneſs. 
© Wherefore from theſe reaſons I conclude, that 
* wine is rhe {ſtrongeſt thing of all, and that no- 
© thing can compare to it for its violent quality.“ 

After the firſt had thus deſcanted upon the 
power of wine, he remained ſilent; upon 
which the ſecond began his harangue upon 
the power of kings, to ſhew it is the ſtrongeſt, 


and exceeds all other things, which ſeem to 


have an equal power or underſtanding. He 
endeavour'd to demonſtrate it in the follow- 
ing manner: Men, ſaid he, have the go- 
© vernment in their hands over all things, who 
can make both ſea and land ſubſervient to 
© their uſes; but even they ſubmit to the au- 
thority and power of kings. Wherefore they 
who can exerciſe dominion over man, who 
is the ſtrongeſt and moſt couragious of all 
living creatures, are very juſtly to be rec- 
koned thoſe who excel moſt in power and. 
ſtrength. If they command their ſubjeQs to 
undertake war, or hazard themſelves in any 


they order them to encounter their enemies, 
they ſubmit to their power, and obſerve 
their commands ; and thus is it when they 
decree mountains to be levelled, and walls 
and towers to be demoliſhed. © Beſides, if 
they order them to kill or be killed, they 
are never diſobeyed ; and in every thing 


perform the king's command. If ſubjeas 
gain a victory in war, they bring the ſpoil 
£ ohtained 
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difficult enterprize, they are obeyed ; or it 


implicitly, whether it be right or no, they 
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© obtained in battle to the king. 


Again, they 
who, free from military employments, till 
the country, as ſoon as they have finiſhed 
their rural labours, gather'd in their har- 
veſt and fruits, they bring a tribute there- 
of to the king. And whatſoever the king 
orders or commands to be done, they with- 
out delay perform. Laſtly, the king lives 
upon all manner of dainties and delights, 
ſleeps with pleaſures about him, and is guard- 
ed by perſons watching; and all this 15 done 
through fear of his power, for whilſt he takes 
his repoſe, none dare preſume to leave him, 
let his own buſineſs never ſo much require 
his preſence ; but he carefully watches rhe 
king's perſon, as eſteeming it his only and 
moſt neceſſary employment. For which rea- 
ſons, it is plain, that a king is the moſt pow- 
erful of all, ſince when he but ſpeaks, ſo 
great a multitude is always ready to give ear 
ay. 

When the ſecond had done ſpeaking, Zoro- 
bahecl the third began to acquaint them with 
the power of women and truth in this manner: 


AA K K A K K R A & & A 
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Wine, faid he, is indeed ſtrong, and a king, 


© whom all obey, is ſtrong, but women are 
© far ſtronger than both of them; for a wo- 
© man bore the king, and the planters of the 
© vineyard which produceth wine; women 
© both bring them igto the world, and nouriſh 
© them, and there is nothing in the world but 
c what we are beholden to women for; tor 
© they weave for us clothes, and 'tis to their 
© good oeconomy we owe the preſervation of 
© our domeſtic concerns. Nor can we ſuſtain 
© life without a communication with women. 
© If we ſcrape up vaſt quantities of gold and 
c filyer, or any other valuable treaſure, we 
< preſently reject all at the ſight of a beauti- 


ful woman, whom we eagerly covet and de- 


< fire; and if we can purchaſe the happineſs 
of enjoying her, we patiently ſubmit to the 
© loſs. of all our goods. Nay, for women we 
c often forſake father and mother, our native 
country, and many times forget our deareſt 
< friends to go and live with them, and this is 
© {ſufficient to convince us how powerful a wo- 
© man is: Do not we undergo all the cala- 
© mities of ſea and land, to purchaſe riches, 
© which, when acquir'd with vaſt toil, we be- 


< ſtow upon our wives, as if they had the ſu- 


« periority over us? I myſelf have ſeen the 
© king, who is lord of fo vaſt an empire, ſut- 
fer Apame, daughter of Rabezac, and his con- 
cubine, to ſtrike him without a frown ; nay, 
© to pull the diadem from his head, and place 
it upon her own without being chid for it. 
© I have ſeen him ſmile when ſhe ſmiled, and 
look fad when the was fad, and ſympathize 
© with her in every other affection of mind, and 
© ſtrive to pacify her with wonderful ſubmiſſion, 
© whenever he obſerved her to be ſorrowtul or 
© uneaſy. 828 

All the officers and governors hearing this, 
looked upon one another, but Zorobabe! pro- 


(4) At this very Day the Kings of Great Britain and France, call thoſe Couſins whom they dignil 1 YH 
the Title of Earl, Count, or Biſhop, ſaying thus, Mouerez chez Coufin Archeve/ 


her Coufi 


unn. 


[Flavius Jos genus 


effect: I have already ſhewn the 


ift in his courſe, and all theſe ar 


table, and ſubject to no alteration. The k; 


read a Letter wrote by une Queen of England, to the Count of Athlone, in whis 


ceeded to ſpeak of truth, which he did tg. f, 
u the great powes 

Women; yet they apd a king are very Les * 

put in compariſon with truth For the earth ; 

$ 


large, and the heaven is big h, and thy a 
1 


the will of God, who is truth and es 
and againſt whom no iniquity can — 55 
Many things which ſeem ſtrong and pow 7 0 
are not permanent, but ſubject to decay, by; "76, 
is eternal, and flouriſhes for ever. J ruth bein: 
upon us things not liable tobe corrupted by * 
or ſuch riches as fortune often takes aw; 1 
us, but juſtice and equity, by which ye 50 55 


4 an dif. 
cern good from evil, and model ourſelves mob 


ingly. | 
No ſooner had Zorobahel made an end of 


ſpeaking about truth, than all unanimouſ 


pronounced that he had delivered himſelf beſt 
and that truth, by its own nature, was immy. 
upon this bid him demand ſomething more 
than what he had promiſed him, for he would 
pre it him for his wiſdom, and ſuperior 

nowledge to the reſt; and, ſaid he, you ſhall 
fir down with me, and I will call you my (a) 
couſin. When Darius had ſpoke thus, Z ro. 
babe! deſired him to remember the vow he 
had made, if he came to obtain the kingdom: 
For he had vowed to rebuild Hiero/olyma, and 
the temple of God, and reſtore the veſſels 
which NVabuc hodonoſor had taken, and cartied 
to Babylon. And this is what I, ſaid he, as 
© of you, ſince you have permitted me to ak 
© It, and vouchſafed to ſtile me a wiſe and pu- 
© dent man.“ | 

The king hearing this was very much 
rejoiced, and kiſſed him, and wrote imme- 
diately to his officers and governors, with 
orders to conduct Zorobabe! and his com- 
panions to Hieroſolyma, and there ſuffer them 
to rebuild the temple; and after this he ſent 
mandatory letters to his preſidents in nis 
and Phenicia, to hew down Cedar trees in 
mount Libanus, and ſend them to Hieroſahma, 
that they might be uſed in carrying on the 
building of the city, and gave particular or- 
ders to grant all the Jes their liberty, wiv 
were deſirous of removing to Fudea, and ft 
bid his officers and governors to exact af 
thing from them, and turn it to the king? 
uſe, and permitted them to cultivate all uf 


bute. He alſo laid a command upon it 
Idumæans, Samaritans, and Celo-Syrians, © 
ſurrender up all the Fewiſþ towns, which 
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land which they ſhould inhabit, free from i 


then were in their poſſeſſion, and to aſſiſt ti 


with fifty talents towards the building of ti 


temple; and he gave them free liberty 0 


making 


fering up their ſacrifices in conformity of 6 
inſtitutions and laws of their country, 3 y a 
all the ſacred robes and velit 


which their high-prieſt and other prieſts 1 


in the celebration of the worſhip of God, 


of their own manutactures, and alſo the u 


e de Canterbury. 1 
ſhe calls that Gen" 
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ich they ſolemnized the praiſes 

me Bod, edering 11S iſe lands to be aſſigned 
the kee ers of the city and temple, and a 
n ey for the neceſſary 

certain annual ſum ot Money lot en 

ir age. And after he had done 

ſupport of their age. ne rnd 22 
thus, he reſtorgd Hack the veſſels dedicated.to 
the ſervice of God, and performed every thing 
conformably to what Cyrus before him had in- 
tended towards ſending back the Fews into 
ir native country. 55 N F N 
oy - NN ries obtained this fayour from 
the king, departed out of the palace, and, litt- 
ing up his eyes towards heaven, returned, God 
thanks tor beſtowing upon him wiſdom, and 
roving the means of carrying away the Prize 
in the judgment of Darius ;, tor 1 had not pro- 
cured that favour, ſaid he, if thou, O Lord, 
hadſt not been propitious to me. But after he 
had thus offered up his praiſes to God, and beg- 
ged him to continue the like kindneſs to him, 
he went to Babylon, and acquainted the Jeus 
with the joyful news he had received from the 
king; who, having heard it, bleſſed God for 
granting them again liberty to return into their 
native country, and for the ſpace of ſeven days 
kept a publick feaſt, to expreſs the greatneſs 
of their joy upon that happy occaſion. This 
done, they elected the princes of the tribes to 
go to Hieroſolhma with their wives, and chil- 
dren, and beaſts of burden; and having re- 
ceived the perſons from Darius who were to 
conduct them thither, they marched with great 
rejoicing, playing upon harps and cymbals, and 
attended by a vaſt multitude of the Fews, 
In this manner they proceeded, family by 
family, and of each a certain number. But 1 
deem it not neceſſary to recount them by name 
here, leſt, whilſt the reader's mind is taken 
off from the main ſubject, the chain of hiſtory 
be interrupted. Yet thoſe of the tribes of 
Judab and Benjamin, who depatted, and were 


9 
5 a 5 2 N + - d. * - * 
fo 8 f . ; F 85 
1 ; * 
1 . 3 
bo 


chap. ii. and 1. 3. chap. v. ver, 
llows Foſephys ir | | 


ts Paſſage, ' 


2 as. 4 4 N yy * n 
"> 
' : 
* 


Book Xl. f »the Antiquities of the Jews. 2353 


upwards of twelve years) of age, amounted to 
(x) four hundred and ſixty two (2) mytiads and 
cight. thbuſand, and the Levites were ſeventy 
four thouſand ; beſides a promiſcuous multitude 
of women and children, amounting to forty 

ouſand ſeven, hundred and - forty two; and 
belides te there were one hundred and twen- 


ka 164 


twenty five; and there followed thoſe who 
went up to. Hieroſohma ſeven thouſand three 
hundred and thirty ſeven ſervants ; two hun- 
dred and forty five fingers and players upon 
the harp ; four hundred and thirty five ca- 
mels; and five thouſand five hundred and 
twenty five aſſes. Now Zorobabe/ the. fon of 
Salathiel was the general of this great multi- 
tude, being of the tribe of Fudah, and of 
the poſterity of David; and in conjunction 
with him was joined %s the ſon of 2 oſedec 
the high prieſt ; and beſides theſe two, were 
choſen for captains out of the multitude, Mar- 
doc hæus and Serebæus, who carried with them 
one hundred pounds of gold, and ſive thou- 
ſand of ſilver. And thus did the prieſts and 


* 


Levites, and one part of the whole Fewi/b 
nation, which then dwelt at Babylon, march 
in proceſſion to go and inhabit Hiero/alyma .- 
But the reſt of the multitude departed to their 
native habitations. | he 


h A 
p * , * {3% - . 9 7 . 7 8 
5 2 "> % on — 3 N . * 
* 
- - 4 «9 . . F 6 1 
12 * 2 0 8 
i o * 


HAZ the Temple was built, not withſtanding all the Attempts 6f the Chuthzins 20 


ſtowing great ſums of money upon mafons and 
ſmiths, and victuals and drink upon the per- 

ſons who brought the materials, tor the Sigc- 
. mans very willingly. hewed dewn Cedars, and 
brought them from mount Libhanus, and put 
them on ſhip-board to be. conveyed into the 
Haven at Foppa ; for Cyrus had given this 

command, which now Darius ordered to be 


wenty years of age, and Fe/us with 
2 5951 5 114. 63:4 „ * 2 


41. fays only forty two thouſand, tees hundred and 
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ef the Fews By Who/e 
to build the temple in u nunnor, "that ; 
feemetd a tower of ftrength," than a" platy 
worſhip, and what was their 'renſoy 
vou the city with fuch irons ru 
1 o— N and Feſu 

t they were ſervants of the oft hiyb 
and 'that the temple, formerly 2 55 Nt 
thappieft and moſt viriuous king, bud for roms 


his ſons and brothers, and (1) Zodmiel the bro- 
ther of Fudub, the ſon of Aminadab, and his 
brothers. By the extraordinary care theſe ſe- 
veral petſons ſhewed in EF the 
temple was finflhed' much ſooner than was ex- 
pected. Upon which the prieſts, with their 
trumpets, being habited after their accuſtomed 
manner, and tfie Levites, and the ſons of Aſa- 
pbas, fung hymns to God, after the manner 
which Dzvid had preſcribed: But thoſe prieſts, 
and 'Levites, and heads of families, who were 
advanced far in years, recollecting in their 
minds the beauty and magnificence of the old 
temple, and obſerving the new one, for want 
of money, to be far inferior both for building 
and ornament, and how much their condition 
was altered from its former happy ſtate, were 
very ſorrowful, and being unable ro conceal 
their grief, melted into rears and fighs. But 
the meaner ſort feemed very well ſatisfied with 
their condition, and thought it ſufficient that 
a temple was now finiſhed for them, little re- 
fle&ing on the old one, or making any com- 
pariſons between them, which was the moſt 
ſplendid and ſtately, and the univerſal joy 
amongſt them, and the ſounds of trumpets, 
1 drowned the mourning and complaints of 
the elder ſort and prieſts, who eſteemed the 
latter much inferior to the firſt. | 
When the Samaritans heard the found of 
the trumpets (being profeſt enemies to the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin) they run to 
know the occaſion of it; and having under- 
ſtood the reaſon, that it was upon account of 
the temple's being built by the Fews, who 
had been carried captive into Babylon, they 
went to Zorobabel, and Feſus, and the leadin 


men among them, and required leave to aſſiſt 


in the building with them, and to be admitted 
friends amongſt them, to help to carry it on. 
For we, ſaid they, adore no leſs the ſame God 
than you, to whom we offer up our prayers and 
ſupplications, and have been conflant in ob- 
ſerving his religion ever ſince the time, when 
Salmanaſar, the king of the Aﬀyriang, brought 
"ns out of Chuthia a Media into this place, 
which we now inhabit. After they had in this 
manner delivered themſelves, Zorobabel, and 
Jeſus the high-prieſt, and the princes of the 
Iſraelites, tetarned them this anſwer; That 
they could not admit them as affft ants in build- 
ing the temple, finte the order was made alone 
to them to carry it on, firſt by Cyrus, aud then 
y Darius. However, they mig bi haus leave to 
zworfſbip God in it, if they pleaſtd, in common 
with all other nations, 4who- ſhould come t bit her 
1 5 2 SIT TID 
The Chutheans hearing this (for by that 
name are the Sener er cok te ill, 
and perſuaded the nations of ria, and the 
"governors over thein, to hinder the J]. in 
their vigorous -endeavours to build che temple, 
as they had done before, firſt under Gyros, and 
- next under Canbyſes. And about this time 
Ines, the govetnor of Syria and Phænicia, 
and Sarabosunes, with ſomè othets, vem' u 
to Hieroſolyma, and demanded of the princes 


$i: 1 


Tranſpreſſions of their fore-fut bers apgj 

Nabuchodonofor the king 7 the Babyl, . 
and Chaldzans, after he had fac d the ci 
entirely demoliſhed. it, and "having rifle rf 


Troity to Babylon, and transferring then 9 
vther habitations : Tet Cyrus, bis ſucceſir in 
the Babylonian and Perſian © kin: 


Je be ut 54 1 ain, Hic h Nabuchodonoſor hai 


thus, nes and his followers. would not hin- 


diſpatched a letter to him about it. In the 


tertain cheàrful hopes, and not dread'teceivky 


p  Hieroſolyma were in no good condition, "Bl 


e 1) Erarcall hin kun, in tha tis Word is corrgged, and ome when fbr, f 
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fron they pre 


for fr 
MPers aud 
9 anſwer'g | 


* 
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ages remained ſafe. But that, for the Wicked 


lonians, 


temple, burnt it, carrying the People into 6g 5. 


n Kingdom, bat 
wrote a letter, commanding the templ #9 be mi 
built, and had given to Zorobabel and Mithri. 
dates, his rreufiver all the donations ant veſ. 


taken from thence, to be carriett to Hieroſolyma 
and placed in the new built temple. For he hat 
given orders to uſe the utmoſt diſpatch in car. 
Hing it on, and commanded A beſſarus to yo gy 
10 H ieroſolyma, and be very diligent about 
erecting it; who no ſooner hat rectived the 
letter, but immediately went thither, and la 
the foundations, and ever ſince hith continuel 
building, and hath not yet been able to be finiſh. 
el, thro the malice and hatred of its enemits, 
Therefore, if you are inclined to it, write 5 
Darius the very words we have now pole to qui, 
that recourſe may be had to his records, aud be 
made ſenſible, that nothing, of what de bart 
now declared, is falſe, or not authentic 
Zorobabel and the high-prieſt having ſpoke 


der them from carrying on the building of the 
temple, until they had firſt acquainted Darius 
with the affair. To which end they preſently 


mean time the Fews were extremely terrified, 3 
and had ſtrong: : apprehenſfons, leſt Dan BR 
ſhould repent of the leave he had granted de BW 
 Hieroſolymites to build the temple. But tv hy 
prophets, named Aggeus and Zacharias, wo By 
were amongſt them at that time, bad chem 4 


building, and loſt not à day by their 14 
But Darius, after the gumaritam bad 1 
to him, and in their letter accul ed the 7 
of fortifying their city, and ered 4 7 
more like a ſtrong tower chan 1 place 
worſhip, and that whar they were car); wn 
was contrary to his order, fhewiug at 15 * 
time Camhyſes's lettets, wherein "He "hs w — 


0 
io 
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we 
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bidden rhe rewpte to de eb can, 
from thence, that his Affairs in the rebuuhgg 


. 


vv 
* 


Book XL 


| -regifter book, | 
_ * n the firſt year & his 
reien, king Cyrus commanded the temple and 
altar t0 he new built at Hieroſolyma, and 0 
make its height ſixty cubits, and its breadth the 
ame number, and to conſiſt of three partition 
walls of poliſhed ſtone, and one partition of 
the wood of the 14 
rhe expence of them ſpould be defrayed out of bis 
treaſury ; and he alſo commanded all the veſſels, 
which Nabuchodonoſor had taken'away, and 
carried to Babylon, to be returned to Hieroſo- 
lyma, and gave the'charge of then 20 Abeflarus 
his governor, and to his preſident of Syria and 
Phænicia, and his colleagues, whom he ftrittly 
enjoin' d to refrain from injuring the Jews, and 
ſuffer them to build the temple. And he alſo 
commanded them to affift them in carrying it on, 
and lay a tax upon the province they governed, 
to ſupply them with bulls and rams, and lambs, 
and kids, and barley, and oil, and wine, and 
all other things which the pricfts ſhould have 
occaſion for in their ſacrifices, or at the times 
they offered up their prayers to God, for the pre- 
ſervation of the king, and the Perſians. But 
that whoſoever ſhould infringe his command in 
any particular, he ordered bim to be appre hend- 
ed and crucified, and his goods confiſcated to 
his uſe. And laſtly, he prayed God to ffrike 
diead that perſon, who preſumed to hinder the 
building of the temple, for his impiety. 
When Darius had found theſe things men- 
== tioned in the records of Cyrus, he wrote to 
Fes, and his colleagues, to this effect: Da- 
= rus the king to Siſines, maſter of his horſe, 
aaa to Sarabazanes, and their colleagues, greet- 


; : L ing I have ſent port copies of the letters which 
I have found among ſt the records of Cyrus, and 
ml TELE and require you to att conformably to 


every article contained therein. Farewel. From 


= whereupon. they reſolved to perform the re- 
== mainder at a convenient time. They there- 


ore ſer about giving their aſſiſtance towards 
carrying on the ſacred building, and helped 
very much the elders and princes of the Jews. 


in it, by means whereof, with wonderful dili- 
gence, the building was compleated ; Aggælis 
nd Zacharias, by the appointment of God, 
propheſying all the time, and the -decrees of 
Orus and Darius having greatly contributed 
owards finiſhing ir, which was done within 
heren years. And in the ninth year of the 


E ation is called Aar, and by the Maredo- 


eee reſt of the nation of 
"1 Wn 'g reſtor'd to their 
ion after their 
1h Fo PF 4 new temple, 
e hundred oxen, 
19 rc lambs, 
rvumber of the Vraeliti 
ere ſo many | 


errſcon' 
„ ron's tranſęreſſions. Beſides, 


offered up faeriſices of 


both the prieſts 


| of the Amiquttieraf the Jews.” 


country, and he ordered that 


country, and the enj 


 Moy/es and 


the accounts of the 


(, this letter S %nes and his companions gathered 
the pleaſure and inclination of the king; 


eign of king Darius, on the twenty third 
lay of the twelfth month, which by our 


ans, Dyſtrus, the prieſts and Levites, with 
the Mraelites, for 
antient happy con- 
captivity, and for receiv- 


% tribes, which 
) to make expiation for every 


258 
and TLebites took ente to have porters; accord- 
ing d the inſtitutiops of Mog/es, at (every 
door; for the Fews had built all round the 
temple porticos leading into the inner courts. 

11 he feaſt of 'unleavenied bread was now neat 
at hand, whereupon; on the firſt month; which 
by the Macedonians is called Xanthicus, and 
by our nation NMiſan, all the people withdrew 


out of their towns, and thronged to the city, 


where being purified, they performed the ſo- 
lemnity, - according to the Cuſtom of their 
country, in company with their wives and 
children, who were alſo purified; And after 
they had offered the Paſc hal lamb, as they 
call it, on the tenth day of the fame month, 
for ſeven days ſucceſſively, they fumptuouſly 
feaſted together, ſparing no manner of coſt, 
but offering burnt offerings, and returning God 
thanks, for reſtoring them to their native 
| enjoyment of the law of 
their anceſtors, and for making the Perſpar 
king cheir friend and benefactor; and thus they 
lived in Hieroſolyma, offering up to God the 
moſt coſtly ſacrifices, and performing the wor- 
ſhip of God moſt magnificently, and eſtabliſning 
that form of a commonwealth, which has the 
mixture of the power of a few great men in 


it; for the high prieſts exerciſed the ſupreme 


authority, until the Aſamonæan race obtained 
the kingdom. For before the captivity, and 
deſtruction of the city, the government con- 
tinued regal, from Saul the firſt king, and 
David, five hundred and twenty two years, 
ſix months and ten days. But before theſe 
kings, they were under the government of 


rulers called judges and monarchs ; and this 


form of a commonwealth from the death of 
Jeſus the general, ſubſiſted up- 
wards of five hundred years. And theſe are 
Fewiſh affairs which hap- 
pen'd under Cyras and Darius the kings, from 
the captivity. Now the Samaritans, a very 
ſpitetul and envious nation, did the Fews many 
injuries, as depending upon their great riches, 
and boafting themſelves to be relations of, and 
deſcended from the Per/jans. For they re- 
fuſed to pay the tribute the king had com- 
manded to be allowed the Fews for their ſa- 
crifices, having procured the maſter of his 
horſe to favour them in it; and in all other 
things they ſtrove all they could to moleſt 
them both by themſelves or others. This 


treatment induced 'the Hiero/olymites to ſend 
to Darius, and accuſe the Samaritans; and 


accordingly . Zorobabel and four other officers 


\ undertook the embaſſy. But when tlie kin 


had heard what the ambaſſadors had bid | 
againſt the Samaritans, he diſmifled them with 

letters to the maſters of his Horſe, and the 
council of Samaria, which were written to 
this effect: King Darius to Tunganes and 


© Sambabes, maſters of the horſe at Samaria, 


„and to Sadrakes and Babelon, and the reſt 
of their colleagues in Samaria, Zorobabel, 


two hundred rams, four 4 mito and Marllochæus, the ambaſſadors 
"2 © nundred rams, four © of the Fews, hate exhibited complaints 
and twelve he-goats (to anfwer 2 P 


© againft yon, for having 55 them diſtur- 
bance in their building of the temple, and 
for having refaſed to pay them the taxes 


c 'towards the maintenance of their ſacrifices, 
| * which 


LY 


256 


© Now. I will and require you, as ſoon as 
© you have peruſed this letter, to pay out of 
| Cut: 
© the royal treaſury. at Samaria, money ſut- 
« ficient to. defray every expence which the 
© prieſts ſhall judge neceſſary, towards offering 


* 


Of the great Benevolence Xerxes, 


5 


. FTER the death of Darius, his ſon 
; Xerxes ſucceeded him in the kingdom, 
who ſhewed the ſame regard and veneration 
for God, as his father had done before him: 
And he gave very lively proofs of it, by pro- 
moting his worſhip, and by his extraordinary 
benevolence to the Fews., - Ban © apt; 

About this time one Foakim, the ſon of eſus, 
was high-prieſt. But there lived a very. juft 
man at Babylon, and one who was in much re- 
pute with every one, named Eſaras He was 
the firſt prieſt of the people, perfectly under- 
ſtood the Moſaic conttitutions, and had ob- 
rained great eſteem with Xerxes. He had made 
a reſolution to go up to Hiero/olyma, and carry 


thither along with him ſome of the Fews who 


dwelt at Babylon. And to that purpoſe he 
petitioned. the king to grant him credential 
letters to the governors of Syria,” to let them 
know who he was. The king hereupon wrote 
a letter to this effect: 1 
Xerxes, king of kings, to Eſdras, prieſt and 
profeſſor of the Divine Laws, Greeting: 
| 1 Have commanded, that my tenderneſs and 
* humanity may be ſeen, that leave be given 
to the Jews, and their prieſts and the Levites 
who now live in my kingdom, and are deſirous 
to remove to Fleroſolyma, to go thither. 
Therefore he who 1s willing to return, may 
freely depart, according to what I and ſeven of 
my council have. decreed : That he may act in 
Fudea agreeably to the law of God, and that 
the moſt high may receive the ofterings which 
I and my friends have vowed, and that all the 
gold or ſilver any where in the country of, Ba- 
on, which has been dedicated to the ſervice 
of God, may be ſent to Hieroſolhma, for the 
uſe of the ſacrifices: And if you yourſelf de- 
ſire any thing to be caſt. in gold or filyer, 
it ſhall be lawful for you and your brethren 
to do it. The ſacred veſſels now given you, 
yourſelf ſhall dedicate to God, and if any thing 
beſides happens to come into your mind, you 
| ſhall have liberty to put it in execution, and 
. my. treaſury ſhall 12 the charge thereof. 
| Moreover I have wrote to the comptrollers of 
my finances in Syria and Phenicia,. to pay 
exact obedience to what E/dras the prieſt, 
and the expounder of the laws of God, ſhall 
direct. And that God may never pour Out 
his wrath either upon me or my ſucceſſors, 1 
order that every thing, even to an hundred 
corns of barley, in purſuance of the law, be 


Siren 10 God, And I further. command..you,, N du | 3 
and fifty talents of ſilver, ſilver veſſels ye y 


not to, impoſe any tax or other burthen to 
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the Son of Darius, ſbewed the Jews. 
and Neemiah. x! 


day inhabit beyond the Euphrates, being » WR 
infinite number of perſons, and not to be reci- 
. oned., ; Beſides, a great number of prieſts ul 


dent. 
ſerver, and therefore would not petition d E 


* | = 
and in- the ſeventh year of king Xerxes, 7 
riv'd at Hiero/olyma, in the fifth mouth d 


K NI. 


© which 1 have commanded you to perform. daily ſacrifices, that ho ſtop be put the 


for the Proſ.. 
| | an nation. 
ſubſtance of the le * 
„ inne ee a 


and that = — 4 invoke God 
c perity of myſelf, and the p 

And this was the ch 
wrote. | 


Of Eike 


injure them, on any prieſt or Levite, or ſacred 
lingers, or porter, or holy . ſervant, or (ci, 
of the temple. And as for you, par * 
conſideration of your great wifdom; 1 "cy 
you to appoint judges well verſed in your lay 
to adminiſter juſtice throughout all ria and 
Phenicia, and to teach it to thoſe unacquaint. 
ed with it, that all your people, wh hall 
tranſgreſs it, may be deſervedly puniſhed p 
the ſame: And that they, who, after they are 
made ſenſible of their duty, may not plea 


Ignorance, but being fonnd guilty of acting te. 


pugnant to it, may be accuſed of contumac 
and an inſolent diſdain of it, and be punihe 


by death or fine. Fare mel. 
E/dras having received this letter, was ex. 
ceedingly rejoiced, and began to' return Gd 
thanks, and acknowledge the benevolence c 
the king towards him, ſaying, he was infinitely : 
obliged to him for his kindneſs. But when be 
had read the letter to the Fews, then at B. i 
bylon, he kept it to himſelf, and wrote a c 
of it, which he ſent; into Media to all the 
people of his nation; who coming to under- 
ſtand the king's pious: inclination towards the 
ſervice of God, and his kindneſs for E/dra, 
were extremely glad, and many of them pack- 
ed up all their effects, and went to Bahn, 
being very deſirous of returning to Hitro/oljma 
But the greateſt number of the people x. 
mained behind in that country. Upon wid 
account only two tribes live under the N 
government. For the other ten to this 0 
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Levites, and porters, and ſacred fingers, 1 
miniſters of the temple, went to £/dras, af 


he collected together into a place beyond wl Th 
. Euphrates, and kept them there three «np 
during which he imp 
God's protection, to aſſiſt them in their au 


appointed a faſt to -1mpl "0 


,ney, and, deliver them from ſuffering any ui E 
fortune from their enemies, or any other a 
For Eſdras had before told the Wi 
that God would be their conductor and FR 


for horſes to carry them Away. „ Mben ! ws. 
over, they - began their mach ny 
day of the fuſt mag; 


7 


Euphrates on the twelſth 
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ſame , year ; where Eſcdras immedisteh, 


'- rendred into the hands of the nen 'Y 
treaſury, the ſacred money, 2%. 11x h 
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Book XI. We 
ing one hundred talents, golden veſſels e 
ind twenty talents, and veſlels of (a) braſs 
wh ee Ive talents, which were better 
N FU ing and his counſel- 
than gold. Now the king and his 755 ; 
lors, and all the I raelites remaining at 24 702 
made preſents of theſe. And E/dras, having de- 
liver'd them up to the prieſts, ſacrificed ac- 
cording to the law, burnt ſacrifices to God, 
d. twelve bullocks for an expiation of the 
ſins of the whole people, ninety rams and 
ſeventy two lambs, and twelve he-goats for 
a propitiatory ſacrifice, And he alſo gave the 
king's letters to the governors and rulers over 
Ciclo-Syria and Phœnicia, who, with all 1mag1- 
nable reſpect honoured our nation, executed 
the king's commands, and aſſiſted them with 
every thing they wanted. on 

And theſe are the tranſactions of E/dras, 
which in every circumſtance fell out very for- 
tunately, and I am induced to believe that 
God, in regard of his probity and uprightneſs, 
thought him worthy of receiving his proſpe- 
rous bleſſing. A little while after this, ſome 
perſons came and brought betore him certain 
of the people, and prieſts, and Levites, who 
had tranſgreſſed the laws, and acted in op- 
polition to the inſtitutions of their country, by 
marrying wives of foreign nations, and in that 
manner defiling the prieſthood. They peti- 
tioned him therefore to put in force the laws, 
for fear the anger of God ſhould be ſent down 
upon all of them without diſtinction, and in- 
volve them again in ſome miſerable calamity. 
When Eſdras heard this, he was very ſorrow- 
ful, and preſently rent his clothes, and tore 
the hair from his head and his beard, and caſt 
himſelf proſtrate upon the ground, becauſe the 
better ſort of the people had acted thus. And 
cConſidering with himſelf, that he ſhould not be 
= obcyed, it he commanded them to put their 
_ wivcs away, he would not rife from the ground. 
= Whcreupon ſeveral perſons, who were juſt 
and good men, came to him, and pitied him, 
and expreſſed their concern with him for whar 
bad been done. But when E/dras roſe from 
= bc ground, he ſtretched out his hands, and 


* WW lifted them up towards heaven, and ſaid he 
Hy vas aſhamed to look thither after the peo- 


ple had committed ſo heinous a crime, and 
_ wed themſelves unmindful of the hard- 
ps their anceſtors had ſuſtained for their 
—_o{g:ciiom. But he begged God, who had 
rreſerved ſome remainder of them out of their 
aalamities and captivity, and had again brought 
bem back to Iieroſolyma, to inhabit their na- 
jo ie country, and had made the Perſian kings 
IS. 1 heir friends and benefactors, that he would 
orgive their preſent crimes, which deſerved 
aach, if, on condition they obtained pardon, 
bey turned themſelves to praiſe and worſhip 
od for his mercy, 1 
And thus did Eſdras make an end of his 
F<. But while the perſons about him 
_ their wives and children were weeping 
8 FR named Ac honius, a chief of 
* terofyulymites 1 d;t 
they oh; had Jet en 5 120 
as en wives, 


24 
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were guilty of a great fig, and perſuaded him 
to make all of them ſwear to put away their 
wives and children, and if any infringed the 
oath, to inflict a due puniſhment upon him, 
Eſaras was perſuaded, hereupon to it, and ex- 
acted an oath from the princes of the prieſts 
and Levites, and the Hraelites, to put away their 
wives according to the advice of Achonius. As 
ſoon as they had all taken the oath,” he went 
out of the temple, and departed to the houſe 
of Joannes the ſon of Eliaſib, where he ſtayed 
all that day, without taking any manner of 
ſuſtenance, through his great ſorrow... Af- 
ter this a decree was publiſhed, commanding 
all thoſe, who were returned from their gapti- 
vity, to meet at Hieroſolyma in the ſpace; of 
two or three days; and upon non-appearance 
to be expelled out of the number of the 
people, and their goods to be. ſequeſtred. 
Hereupon the people of Judah and Benja- 
min came within the three days, and aflem- 
bled together on the twentieth day of the 
ninth month, which by the Hebrews is called 
Chaſ/lets, and by the Macedonians Appellæus. 
But after they had taken their ſeats in the 
higher part of the temple, the elders being there 
alſo preſent, but pinched with cold, Eſaras 
aroſe up, and accuſed them, telling them that 
they. had committed a crime in marrying fo- 
reign women, but that nevertheleſs they ſhould 
have liberty to ſacrifice to God, which: might 
prove acceptable to him, and beneficial to 
themſelves, if they would pur away their 
wives. To this remonſtrance the whole com- 
pany cried out they were ready te agree; 
bur ſaid their number was very conſiderable, 
and it was winter time, and the buſineſs was 
not to be compleated in a day or two's ſpace. 
But if they would ſend, or ſaffer their own 
magiſtrates, or thoſe of other tribes, to come 
at a certain time, and join with them ſome 
other grave men of any other place, they 
would ſubmit to have an account taken of 
thoſe who had married forejgners. 'This reſo- 
lation was liked, and concluded upon, and the 
enquiry was begun on the firſt day of the tenth 
month, of who had taken foreigners to wife: 


And the ſcrutiny having continued to the firſt 


day of the following month, ſeveral of the pof- 
terity of Jeſus the high-prieſt, and the other 
prieſts, Levites, and T/ratlites were found 
to have foreign wives and children by them; 
whereupon they immediately began to put 
them away, ſhewing greater regard to a right 
obſervance of the laws, than to the love: th 

bore them: And to pacify the anger of God, 


they ſlew rams, and offered them up in ſacrifice 


to him. But to recount! the names of the of- 
fenders I judge entirely ſuperfluous. And af- 
ter E/dras had thoroughly corręcted thefe 
abuſes in marriage, he aboliſhed the cuſtom of 
raking foreigners to wife, and left it entirely 
amended to poſtérit n... 

On the ſeventh month, when the feaſts of 
taberyacles were celebrated, and all the peo- 
ple were met together in that place, near the 
gate tacing the eaſt, which opens to the wide 


formerly eſteemed the moſt — Metal. 
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part of the temple, they defired E/dras to re- 
cite to them the laws of Moy/es. And accord- 
ingly, having placed himſelf in the midſt of 
the audience, he continued reading to them 
from morning until noon. But when they had 
heard the laws read over to them, they not 
only learned to follow juſtice for the preſent, 
and for the future, but alſo lamented what 
was paſt, and with eyes drowned in tears 
heavily mourned at this conſideration, that 
if they had paid a due regard to the laws, they 
had not ſuffer d the misfortunes they had un- 
dergone. When Eſdras ſaw them involved in 
this mournful condition, he commanded them 
to go home, and leave off weeping, for the 
day was a feſtival, and a very improper time 


to ſhew any ſigns of ſorrow. He exhorted 


them rather to turn their minds-to mirth and 
feaſting, more agreeable to the time ; and told 
them that their repentance and ſorrow for 
their paſt offences ſhould be a ſecurity againſt 
their tuture tranſgreſſions. And thus, at the 
requeſt of Eſdras, they begun to feaſt together, 


which they performed during eight days in 


their tents, and then departed home, giving 
God thanks, praiſing him, and acknowledging 
their obligations to E/#ras, who had piouſly 
amended eyery breach of the laws : And who, 
loaded with glory and age, died ſoon after, and 
was magnificently interr'd at (a) Hieroſolyma. 
And about the ſame time Joakim the high 

rieſt died, and was ſucceeded in the prieſt- 
hol by his ſon Eliaſib. 

A certain captive Jew, named Neemzas, king 
Xerxes's butler, happening on a time to be 
walking before u, the capital city of the Fer- 
fans, and perceiving ſome itrangers, who ſeem- 
ed to have travelled a long journey, entering 
the city, and hearing them talk in Hebrew, 
he ſtept up to them, and asked them from 
whence they came; they anſwer' d from Judea; 
whereupon he enquir'd into the condition of 
the people, and their city Hiero/olyma. They 
told him their nation was under great misfor- 
tunes, and that the walls of their city were le- 
velled to the ground, and that the nations bor- 
dering upon their oy had done ſeveral 
injuries to the eus, For in the day time 
they made inroads into their lands, and waſted 


them, and in the night time committed other 


miſchiefs, by taking away forcibly ſeveral 
perſons botli out of the country, and Hiero- 
ſolyma itſelf; ſo that the roads were every 
where ftrew'd with dead bodies. This ſorrow- 
ful account made the tears fall from the eyes 
of Neemias, and being moved with pity at the 


calamities of his countrymen, he lifred up his 


eyes to heaven, and How long, ſaid he, 
© are your misfortunes to continue, how long, 
O Lord, will thou ſuffer them to be thus 


} 


() The Fewiſb Traditions ſay, that none, except t 


of David, were buried at Hieroſolyma. 


may be obſerved in 2 Kings, chap. xix. ver. 14. Some Perſons, however, will have this Paſſage to he of 


without any Groynds, unleſs they are reſolved to expunge every Paſſage which diſpleaſes them, or they 


Fr Avius Jostrnvs 


© chaſtiſed and aMiQed For 
made a prey, and ſpoil to every one 
whilft he ſtayed at the gate and A Sat 


hey were Prophets, and Deſcendants from the jr 
(b) That is, ſpread it open before him in the Temp 


Xt 

now. we Are 
| ept 

ſon came and told him that the king hg uy 


dy to go to ſupper. Upon this Nei. 
the condition he was then in, and with 0 


much as waſhing himſelf, made haſte to go a 


perform his duty to the king. But when ſ 
per was over, the king being in a pleaſant h ; 
mour, and merrier than uſual, caſt his e 8 
upon Neemias, and obſerving his face full of 
ſorrow, he asked him the reaſon of his ſadneſ, 
Upon this, having begged God ſecretly to 1. 
ſpire his words with ſoftneſs and perſuaſin 
. | n 
* How can I, ſaid he, O king, appear other. 
wife to your eyes, or not grieved in my 
heart, when I hear that the walls of m 
country Hieroſolyma, where the monuments 
of my forefathers remain, are laid even with 
the ground, and the gates burnt down | 
intreat you, my king, to let me go thiche 
both to erect the walls, and put a- finiſhir 
hand to rhe temple.“ The king readily 
granted his requeſt, and promiſed to write ; 
letter to his governors in his behalf, both to 
pay reſpect to him, and provide him with all 
manner of neceſſaries which he ſhould want. 
But pray, ſaid the king, ceaſe from utterin 
any moe complaints, and do your duty for 
the future with cheartulneſs and pleaſure, 
Neemias upon this, praiſed God, and return'd 
the king thanks for ſo ample a teſtimony of 
his great condeſcenſion and goodneſs to him, 
and preſently began ro change his ſorrowful 
and dejected countenance, and to diſcover ſome 
marks of gladneſs in his looks. On the next 
day the king ſent for him, and gave him a let- 
ter for Adæus, his governor of Syria, Phevi- 
cia, and Samaria, wherein was an expreſs 
command to entertain Neemras honourably, 
and ſupply him with every thing he had occa- 
ſion for, in carrying on the building 
After he was come to Babylon, and had met 
with ſeveral of his countrymen, who. offered 
themſelves voluntarily to accompany him in 
his journey, he ſer out for Hieroſo/yma, in the 
five and twentieth year of Xerxes's reign, whete 
being arrived, and having (+) Shewn ihe leite, 
to God, he gave it to Adæus, and the reli 0! 
the maſters of the horſe ; after which an il. 
ſembly of the whole people was ſummoned at 
Hieroſolyma, and in the midſt ot the temple he 
ſtood up, and ſpoke thus: Fews and couit!y- 
© men, the great God ſtill retains in his re- 
© membrance your forefathers Abram, Iſs 
© and Facob, and for their righteouſnels bat 
© not entirely abandoned you. But be hat 
given me his aſſiſtance in procuring me len 
y fen the king to build our walls, and ful 
© what is {till wanting to the remple, be. 
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_ to the king, how he 
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Book XI. 
© Ge vou therefore (ſince you cannot but be 
a 3 ſenſible with what malignity and 1 
© rred the nations round about have acte 
towards us, and how eagerly they have op- 
poſed, and by all manner of means endea- 
vouted to hinder our deſign of building, as 
ſoon as our reſolution came to be known to 
them) in the firit place to put your truſt in 
God, who is of himſelf able to prevent their 
malicious intentions, and then neither day 
nor night delay carrying on the building, 
but continue it with the utmoſt diligence and 
diſpatch, ſince the opportunity is now thrown 
into our hands.“ After he had done ſpeaking, 
he preſently order'd the magiſtrates to take the 
dimenſions of the walls, and diſtributed the 
work to the people according to their villages 
and towns, and promiſing to aſſiſt himſelt with 
his domeſticks, he broke up the aſſembly. Now 
the Jews immediately fer about the underta- 
king, who were thus ſtiled (ever ſince that day, 
wherein they came from Babylon) by the tribe 
of Judah, who arriving firſt there, gave that 
name as well to themſelves, as the country. 
But the Ammanites and Moabites, and Sa- 
maritans, and all the inhabitants of Cz/o-Syria, 
as ſoon as they came to hear it reported, that 
the building of the walls was carrying on 
with the utmoſt diſpatch, they were very 
much diſpleaſed, and contrived ſeveral ſtrata- 
1 to hinder the deſign ; for they not only 


0-6 ‚ a » m ] 


ew many Fews, but endeavoured to take 


Neemias's like away, by bribing ſome ſtrangers 
to kill him. And they endeavoured to ſtrike 
rerror amongſt them, by ſpreading vain re- 
ports, as it ſome vaſt army compoſed of many 
nations was marching to invade them. And 
indeed they began to be ſo much terrified, 
that they were juſt upon the point of entirely 
abandoning the building. But none of theſe 
idle ſuggeſtions could deter Neemias from his 
reſolution of carrying it on, but keeping a 
guard of ſoldiers about his perſon, he conſtant- 
ly attended it, and ſuſtained all manner of 
„ mates, thro' a great deſire of compleating 

i et, this extraordinary care for his own 


had been fearful of death; but he was per- 


2 | ſuaded, that if he died, his fellow citizens 


1 | would not finiſh the building of the walls; 


whole Nation of the Jews was 


FTER the death of Xerxes, the empire 
3 devolved upon his ſon Cyrus, whom the 
%%% call Artaxerxes, under whoſe reign over 
be Perſians the whole nation of the Fews, with 
beir wives and children, were upon the point 
b deing utterly deſtroyed. But the cauſe of 
evil ſpeak of ſhortly ; for it is neceſſary 
bat we firſt of all recite the occurrences re- 
married a Fewiſh 
poman of royal extraction, whom fame re- 
2-5 to have preſerved our nation. For 4 
xe, having obtained the kingdom, and 
anſtituted over the provinces, reaching from 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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whereupon he ordered for the future, that the 
builders ſhould work clad in arms, and both 
the maſon and the labourer wear ſwords ; 
moreover, he commanded them to have ſhields 
in readineſs, and. diſpoſed trumpeters about 
five hundred paces diſtance from them, with 
orders to found a charge upon the approach 
of any enemies, whereby the people might 
have time to arm themſelves, and fight, and 
not be taken unarmed and deienceleſs ; and 
every night he went about the city, without 
regarding the labour and tatigue, or refreſhin 

himſelt either with ſleep, or victuals; for he 
made neither of theſe ſubſervient to his plea- 
fare, but to his neceſſity. This laborious and 
painful lite he bore for the ſpace of two, years 
and tour months; for ſo long did Hzern/olyma 
take up only to be ſurrouaded wich walls, 


which were finiſhed in the eight and cwentieth 


year of the reign of Xerxes. Immediately 
after this, Neemias and the people offered ſa- 
crifices to God, for the walls being built, and 
celebrated a ſolemn feaſt for eight days. But 
when the nations inhabiting 9A came to un- 
derſtand that the building of the walls was 
complea:ed, they were violently enraged. In 


the mean time, Veemzas, obſerving that the 


number of the people within the city was very 
inconſiderable, exhorted the prieſts and Lewit-s, 
diſperſed up and down the country, to remove. 


from thence into the city, and buid them- 


{elves houſes at their own expence, and ſettle 
there. And he alſo commanded the people 
inhabiting the country to bring the tenths of 
their fruits to Hieroſolyma, that the prielts 
and / evites might have a continual ſupport, 
to enable them to pertorm the worſhip of 
God, without any hindrance. 'l hey willingly 
paid a ſtrict obedience to all theſe commands 
of Neemias ; whence Hreroſolyma came every 
day to encreaſe in the number of its inhabitants. 
Now Nee mias, atter having perſormed many 
other extraordinary and worthy actions, died 
in an advanced age. He was, in ſhort, a very 
good, and juſt man, and a promoter of his 
countrymen's honour and reputation: To whom 
he left the walls of Hieroſolyma as an everlaſt- 
ing memorial of his deſerts. And theſe are 
the cranſactions under the reign of Xerxes. 


1 


And how, while Artaxerxes reign'd, the 


upon the Point of being deſtroyed. 


India to Athiopia, one hundred and twenty 
ſeven governors; in the third year of his 
reign, made a magnificent entertainment tor 
his friends, and his ſubje&s, the Perſians, and 
their governors, which, laſted one hundred and 
elghty days; an action agreeable to a prince, 
who has every thing in his power, and is 
defirous to make known his vaſt riches. After 


this grand entertainment was over, he gave 
another feaſt at S to ſeveral nations, and 
their ambaſſadors, which laſted ſeyeh days. 
The preparation was made in the following 
manner : He order'd a tent to be ſer ap, and 


ſupported 
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tted with-brazen and ſilver pillars, and 
white and purple cloth to be extended ſo 


vide over it, that ſeveral thouſands of people 


might ſit down under it. The cups uſed on 
this occaſion were made of gold and precious 
ſtones, and ſerved both for pleaſure and ſhow ; 
and orders were given to the waiters, not to 
force any one againſt his inclination to drink, 
as the Perſian cuſtom is, but to let every one 
regale himſelf as he thought beſt. Meſſengers 


| were alſo ſent throughout all the province to 


proclaim an entire relaxation from all manner 
of labour, and a celebration of a feſtival for 
ſeveral days, for the preſervation of their, 

ingdom. And Vaſte the queen, celebrated a 


| feaſt in the palace which was compoſed of ladies. 


Fhe king, in regard of her great beauty, be- 
ing deſirous to ſhew her to his 1 command- 
ed her to be ſent for to the feaſt. But Vaſe, 
out of veneration to the laws of the Perſtans, 
which forbid women being ſeen by ſtrangers, 
went not to the king; upon which he ſent ſe- 


veral times his eunuchs for her, and as ſhe 


{till continued within her apartment, and re- 
fuſed to come, he began to be very angry, 
and immediately broke up the feaſt, and riſing 
up he called to him the ſeven Per/zans, who 


are the expounders of the law, and accuſed his 
wife before them, and told them how ſhe had 


diſhonoured him: For tho” he ſeveral times ſent 
for her to come to the feaſt, ſhe did not one 
ſingle time obey him. He therefore command- 
ed them to declare what the laws appointed 

ainſt the queen in ſuch a caſe. Hereupon one 


of them, named Muc bæus, ſaid, that the queen's 


diſobedience was not an affront to him alone, 
but that all the Per/jans were concern'd in it, 
Teſt their wives might follow the ſame example, 
and dithonour them. (For no woman will obey 
her husband, when ſhe has a pattern before 
her of the queen's pride towards you, who 
have the ſupreme command.) Whereupon 
he adviſed him ſeverely to puniſh ſo ſtubborn 
a behaviour, and then to proclaim amongſt 
the nations his decree againſt the queen : For 
he was of opinion that Vaſte ought to be put 
away, and her honours beſtowed upon ano- 
ther woman. 5 

The king loving Vaſte extremely, was very 
ſorrowful at the thoughts of being ſeparated 
from her, yet the law being againſt him, there 
was no poſſibility of reconciling them. But 
he could not forbear complaining, when he 
reflected, that he himſelf had been the occa- 
ſion of his own uneafineſs. Many of his friends 
obſerving him in this melancholy condition, 
came and adviſed him to baniſh out of his 
breaſt the remembrance of his wife, and his 


love to her, which could avail him nothing, 


but to ſend over the world to enquire for 
handſome and beautiful women, and to make 
her, who was the moſt charming, his wife; for 
after he was once married to another woman, 
his love would gradually fall off from his firſt 
wife, and turn to his other, This advice be- 
ing approved, certain perſons were appointed 
to manage the affair, and find out ſome of the 
moſt beautiful women in all his empire, and 
bring them to him, In a ſhort time ſeve- 
ral were preſented to him, but there was a 


for he loved her no leſs than his own daughter, 


it out, went and communicated it to the un- 


F. 
© 


Was an 
Cle, ng. 


young virgin found in Babylon, WO 
orphan, and brought up under her un 
med Mardoc hæus, one of the tribe of I. 

and a principal man amongſt the D rn 
thus Eſther (for that was the youn 1 And 
name) was eſteem' d more agreeable tha we 
the reſt, for on her were the eyes of eye 1 
fixed in admiration : But afterwards be * 
certain eunuch to attend on her, who bb 
her with all manner of ſ weet-ſmelling Poles 
cious ointments, ſuch as were uſed to wy 
the body with, wherewith ſhe might e 
herſelf. * And chis method was pragig =" 
tour hundred virgins for the ſpace of fx by I 
Bur as ſoon as they were thought well voy 
pliſhed, and worthy of the king's bed, 9, 
them every day was admitted to lie with 8 
king; but after he had lain with her, ſhe Ly 
ſent back to the eunuch. Bur Eft her Thin 
once admitted to him, he was ſo delighted 10 F - 
enamour'd with her, that he took her for 10 5 
lawful wiſe, and celebrated the nuptials in hs 10 
ſeventh year of his reign, on the twelfth month EY 
which is called Adar. And he ſent heraias, Mi 
called Argari, amongſt all the nations, to l. 
der them to make a feaſt on that -occaſion . 
But the Perſſaus and Medes, and the princes 35 
of the nations, he magnificently entertained Wl 
during one entire month, in honour of his mar. 
riage. And when Efher entered his palace he 
placed a diadem upon her head, and in thar 
condition ſhe lived with him, bur did not dif. 
cloſe her nation to him, but her uncle, after he 
had removed from Babylon to Suſa, dwelt there, 
and daily was preſent in the royal palace, 
where he enquir'd how Ef her behay'd herſelf, 


3 


About this time the king made a law, that 
none of his ſubjects, when he fat upon the 
throne, ſhould appear before him without be- 
ing ſummoned. And to this end men having 
axes in their hands, were planted round a- 
bout the throne, to puniſh thoſe who diſobeyed 
the command, Bur the king ſat down, having 
a golden ſceptre in his hand, which he ftretch- 
ed out towards him, whom he had a mind 
to fave, who appeared without being called, 
And whoſoever toucheth the ſceptre was out 
of danger. And this account is ſufficient rela- 
ting © ths mater, ff 88 

Some time after this, Bagathons and Theod- 
tes, two of his eunuchs, conſpiring againf the 
king, Barnabazus, a ſervant to another of his 
eunuchs, and by nation a Jet, coming to find 


cle of the king's wife; who by the meals 
of Efther betray'd the conſpirators to the King 
The king was terrified at the relation, and ha, 
ing enquir'd into the affair, found it true. An 
he crucified the eunuchs, but gave Mardoh% 
who had been the preſerver of his life, no fe. 
ward at that time, only he ordered his reco'- yt 
ders to inſert his name in the annals, and co 
manded him to remain in the palace, as d 
of his beſt and trueſt friends. Ir was ul BW 
mary at this time whenever Aman, the ay” 12 
lekite, ſon of Amadathas, appear d bers! . 
king, for not only the Peuſiaus, wa E 1} 
ſtrangers, to pay him a low reverence, | 


an honour which Artaxerxes the king . 
commadde 


Jocheus regarding his own wiſdom, and the 


did not obſerve the uſual ceremony ; which 
hen he came to know that he was a few, he 


id homage to him, tho' he, but a ſlave, 
2 it. And being deſirous to revenge oe 
affront upon Mardochens, he imagined he roo 
eaſily obtain from the King an order to 2 L 
him; for he reſolved to extirpate his whole 
race out of the nation, being himſelf deſcend- 
ed from the Amalekites, who had been deſtroy- 
ed by the Fews, and upon that account had 
a ſort of natural averſion againſt them. For 
this purpoſe he went to the king, and laid be- 
fore him this accuſation: That there was a 
« certain malicious nation, diſperſed throughout 
« his empire, which were unſociable, herding, 
« and living by itſelf, which had a religion dit. 
« ferent from others, had laws peculiar to itſelf, 
«© and manners and inſtitutions quite contrary to 
« thoſe of your people, and the reſt of mankind. 
« Now if you are deſirous to gratify your ſubjets 
« with any mark of favour, command that this 
© nation be utterly deſtroyed, and let not one 
© live, no not one, either to remain in ſervitude 
© or bondage.” And that the king might loſe 
nothing, he promiſed to ſatisſy the tribute paid 
by the Jews, and to raiſe him, whenever he or- 
der'd it, forty thouſand talents of ſilver out of 
his own eſtate; being very willing, he ſaid, to 
give him ſo large a ſum, that his kingdom 
might be delivered from ſuch a pernicious and 
troubleſome people, and live in peace. 
Aman having made this petition, the king 
gave him both the ſilver and the people, to 
do with them as he pleaſed. Then Aman, 
having it now in his power to complete his 
revenge, ſent an edit in the name of the 
king, to all the nations under the king's juriſ- 
== diction, to this effect: The great king Artax- 
= © erxes, to the one hundred and twenty ſeven go- 
vernors from India unto Ethiopia, writes thus: 
= < Whereas I am ſet over many nations, and en- 
joy the empire of the world, as far as I pleaſe, 
Verein as yet I have not been compelled to ex- 
eerciſe my authority rigidly or violently upon 
my ſubjects, but have hitherto, by a mild be- 
= < haviour, influenced them to live in peace, and 
obey the laws; which happineſs I have made 


he it my endeayour to eſtabliſh and perpetuate in 
is WE © my empire. Yet (a) Aman, who, on account of 
aa © his great prudence and juftice, hath obtain'd 
ur the greateſt poſt of honour under me, and who, 
a5 Wn © for his extraordinary fidelity and great benevo- 
z; WS © lence is the next in dignity to myſelf, has, out 
15 of his eſpecial care, made known to me, that 
ci 


0 le- 

co'- WR” elity, named Aman, hath acquainted me, 

cone . who doth not confor 2 

i contemes the Decrees of Kings, and b 

WW, tions; which Crimes coming to our 
the reſt of Mankind, living under the 


| whomſoever Aman, whom we b 
cond Father, ſhall make known our Decree, 


: iS. 8 Fs AW * AN Ln . I 2 nn « 
CO a es FT = Do 


No. 25. 


veneration he had for the laws of his country, 
Aman obſerving, enquir'd who he was? But 


was angry, and told him, that free-borti Per- 


ave conſtituted” chief Governor over all 6 
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. to be given him. However Har- 


there is a nation blended amongſt all other na- 
© tions, an utter enemy to them, and to their 
© laws, and a contemner of the authority of kitigs, 
« and of different morals from the reſt of man- 
© kind; an avowed deſpiſer of monatchy, and of 
© wicked and malicious inclination to our govern- 
ment. Whetefbre I command you, as ſoon as A- 
© man, my ſecond father, has ſignified my decree 
© to you, that you deſtroy all the Fews, with their 
wives and children, not ſparing any of them, 
nor thiro* compaſſion, acting contrary to my de- 
© cree, but that you execute it fully and effec- 
© tually ; and I will have this order put in force 
© on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month of 
< thispreſent year, thar my enem ies in every place 
© may in one day be cut off, and my kingdom for. 
© the future enjoy a ſtate of peace and tranquility.” 
I his decree being carried to all the cities and 
provinces, every one was ready on the day ap- 
pointed for this general deſtruction of the Jes. 
And even 4 itſelf was prepared for it; 
but while the king and Aman continued eat- 
ing and drinking together, the city was drown- 
ed in lamentation and ſorrow. 5 
When Mardoc hæus came to know what had 
been done, he rent his clothes, and put on 
ſackcloth, and throwing aſhes upon his head, 
went crying thro* the city, that his nation, 
guilty of no crime, was going to be deſtroyed. 
And in this mournful condition he went as 
far as the palace, and there ſtood, for it was 
unlawful tor him to enter in the habit he then 
was in. And all the Fews in the other cities 
did the ſame thing, where this decree had 
been publiſhed ; for they wept, and heavily 
lamented the deſtrution with which they were 
threatned. As ſoon as the queen was ac- 
quainted by ſome, that Mardocheus was ſtand- 
ing before the gates of the palace in ſuch a 
miſerable condition, ſhe was amazed, and im- 
mediately ſent to have his clothes changed ; 
but upon his refuſing to put off his ſackcloth, 
becauſe the calamity was not yet averted, 
for which he had been compelled to wear it, 
ſhe bid Acratheus, the eunuch, who very 
luckily was then with her, to go to Mar- 


doc hæus, and learn what it was that made him 


ſo ſorrowful, and why, after ſhe had deſired 
him, he had refuſed to pull off the clothes he 
then had on. Mardochæus, upon this, told 
the eunuch the cauſe of it, and how Aman 
had ſent a decree againſt the Fews into all 
the provinces under the king's juriſdiction, and 
the ſum of money he had been promiſed by 
the king to deſtroy the nation of the Fes. 
And after he had given him a copy of the 
decree, for murthering the Fews at n/a, to 
carry to Efther, he commanded him to beg her 
to intercede with the king humbly in their 


4 IO The Verſion of Epiphanius is ſomething different; and runs thus: One ſupetior in Wiſdom and Fi. 


th that there is a Nation diſperſed thro 
m itſelf to my Laws, but following Cuſtoms —— 


ono the World; 
ry to all other Nations; 


its Diſagreement diffolves the Union between the other 
ars, and obſerving this rebellious | 


Government of perverſe Laws of thei; adicti 
L vin r t JOY It 0 ir own, contradicting our 
Commands, and diſturbing the Peace of the Provinces 5 f 3 


Nation, in Oppoſition to 


der our Dominions, have ordered, that unto 
ur Provinces, and who is our 


that they ſlay all the Jews with their Wives, Ge. 
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behalf, and not deem it beneath her dignity, 
when her nation was in danger of being en- 
tirely deſtroyed, to put on an humble dreſs, 
whereby ſhe might avert the deſtrudtion threat- 
ned againſt the ems: For Aman, the next 
perſon in dignity to the king, had raiſed ſo 
great an accuſation againſt them, that the king 
was intolerably enraged at it. 'W hen ſhe un- 
derſtood this, ſhe ſent again to Mardoc hens to 
acquaint him, that the king had dot ſent for 
her for three days, and it was certain death for 


any one to go to him uncalled for, unleſs he 
ſtretched his golden ſceptre towards that per- 
ſon whom he had a mind to fave. For who- 
ſoever he did ſo to, might go to him though 
he was not ſent for, and not be under avy 
apprehenſions- of death, but entertain aſſured 
hopes of ſafety. When Margocheus had heard 
the meſſage the eunuch brought from Eſt her, 
he bid him return and tell her, not to, be ſo 
folicicous about her own preſervation, but have 
a regard for that of her own nation; for i 
ſhe neglected this opportunity, yet God would 
{ill preſerve it; but ſhe and all her family 
would periſh by the hands of thoſe ſhe had 
deſpiſed, Hereupon Ether ſent the ſame ſer- 
vant back again with orders to Mardoc hæus, to 
go to S/, and aſſemble all the Fews there and 
command them to faſt for three days, and ſhe 
and her maids would do the fame ; and after- 
wards the promiſed to go to the king though 
againft the law, and if he was pleaſed that the 
ſhould die, ſhe would willingly obey him. 
Now Mardochens, according to Efther's com- 
mand, made the people faſt, and he offered his 
ſupplications up to God with them, not to 
ſuffer his nation, now reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity, but, as his providence had often, be- 
fore been viſible in their preſervation, , and he 
had pardon'd their tranſgreſſions, that he would 
in like manner deliver them from the imminent 
deſtruction that was denonnced againſt them; 
for it was not their fault, that their lives were 
reduced to the preſent extremity, but he was 
himſelf the cauſe of Aman's implacable hate. 
© Becauſe, ſaid he, I did not adore him, nor 
© pay him the ſame honour, which 1 have been 
© accuſtom'd to pay to thee, O Lord, he hath 
© maliciouſly formed this cruel deſign againſt 
them, who do nothing contrary to thy laws,” 
The people alſo uttered the ſame ejaculation, 
begging God to afford them his protection an 
defence, which they daily expected, and de- 
liver the reſt of the eus diſperſed oyer the 
world from any future calamity. And Ffher 
alſo prayed to God after the cuſtom of her 
country, and threw herfelf proſtrate upon the 


ground, and put on a mourning dreſs, and for 


three days abſtained from either eating or drink- 
ing, in all that time beſeeching God to take 


compaſſion upon her condition, and when ſhe. 
appeared in the preſence of the king, to be- 
ſtow upon her an eloquent and perſuaſive. 


ſpeech, and to add more grace and beauty to 


her face than before, in order to allay the 
wrath of the king, if he happened to be angry, 


and induce to protect her counttymen in their 
laſt extremity, and cauſe him to hate thoſe 
who had meditated their deſtruction, and if 
ſhe perceived the king's inclinations averſe 


is 


during the teal 


to their wicked deſigns, to obtain 
rr 

After ſhe had continued to ray this © 
three days to God, ſhe put off her ma for 


habit, and adorning herſelf in the rick aue 


of a queen, ſhe took her two maids, upon the 


ſhoulder of one of whom ſhe lightly lea 


whilſt the other walk d behind, andhelg iy” * 


train of her robe that hung down and a 
the ground, and went to the king, with à best 
reous redneſs ſpread” over her cheeks. and 
majeſtic gate, yet full of fear and dread, Bü. 
when the came into the preſence. ot the ti 
whq is. der og upon bis chrone, arch Þ 
his royal. robes, interwoven, with various co. 
lours, and diverſified with gold. and pteci 
ſtones, which ſtruck the beholders Uhr ui 
an awe, and reverence, and perceived him ar. 
3h and his countenance changed with yrat 
e immediately loſt her ſtrength through be 
fear, and ſwooned away upon thoſe who fg 
by her. But the king, as I ſuppoſe, by God 
will, alter'd his mind, and being tender of hi; 
wite's fafety, leſt her concern fhould trouble 


her more, he came down from his throne, d, 
claſped her to his boſom, and kifſed her, and 


ſpoke very tenderly to her, bidding her 

be afraid, or apprehend any danger - mes 
ing before him uncalled for, for that lau was 
only made for his ſubjects, and not for her 
who had an equal ſhare with him in the go 
vernment, and therefore could do any thing, 
After he had ſpoken thus, he | delivered his 
ſceptre into her hands, and ſtroked his golden 
wand upon her neck becauſe of the law, to 
eaſe her mind of her apprehenſions of fear, 
Ef her being ſtrengthened by theſe tokens, 
ſpoke thus: My Lord, it is not poſſible 
for me to ſpeak, when ſo ſuddenly you hare 


appeared to me; for as ſoon as I faw you, 


85 eat, beautiful, and awful, my courage in- 
© ſtantly left me, and my ſpirits ſunk away.” 
The king, concern'd at theſe mournful accents, 
was very uneaſy in his mind, and began to 
bid Efher teſume her courage, and hopo 
for the beſt, for ſhe might perſuade herſelf, 
that he would give her half his kingdom, if 
the requir'd it. E/her upon this, delired him 
and Aman to come'and dine with her, for ſhe 
faid ſhe had prepared an entertainment for 
them. Which favour the king granted, w 
both accordingly came to it; when the king; 

ie featt, bid Ef her propoſe any thing 
ſhe bad. an inclination to, for he would not 
deny her, but would grant her any tins 
nay, though ſhe asked for the half of li 
kingdom. But the was willing to defer iff 
ſentiments until the next day, on condition 
a would come again with Aman to dine with 
or. 
The king condeſcended to this requeſt, and 
promiſed to come, and Aman departed \ 
glad to think he was the only perſon thong 
worthy to be entertain'd by Eher with tho 
king; and that no preceding king ball fein 
the like honour to any other ſubjo&t bel 
But when he ſaw Mardocheus -belore of 
gates of the palace, he was extremely © 
raged, for he paid no manner of reve 


* 8 r 0 
to him whenever he met him. And wm 


immediately 
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vas got home, he ſent for Zura xa, : and ſome 
of his friends; who being come, he told kin 
in What eſteem he was both with the kin 
and queen, who had that very . 
him only beſides the: king to partake | 0 
an - entettainment- in her ow'n apartment, 
and was invited upon the fame accomr on 
the mortow; and he added Iitewife, how che 
light of Mardoc hæus at the gates of : An 
Jace diſpleaſed him! 'Zara#a'herauport advifec 
him to order a tree of fifty? cubifs height to 
be cut down, and in the morning beg leave 
of the king to crueify Mardochens” heteon. 
This advice was preſently- put in execution, 
for Amar commanded his fervants to ptepate 
the croſs,” and erect it in the open court be- 
fore his houſe; to puniſh Marios haus there- 


* 


on. Every thing accordingly Wag prepared: 
But God diſappointed the malie e defigus 


and hopes of Aman, who' was extremely re- 
joiced ar what he expected would come to 


have but little reſt ; whereupon being un- 
willing to ſpend + his wakeful hours to no 
purpoſe, but deſirous to make uſe of it a- 
bout the affairs of his kingdom, he ordered 
his ſcribe to bring the book of annals of him, 
the kings his predeceſſors, and read it to 
um. When the ſcribe had produced, and 
read the book, there was mention made of 
= perſon, who, for a fignal ſervice, had been 
= rewarded with a province, and his name was 
WS written therein; and that a ſecond for an ex- 
= traordinary inſtance of fidelity, had been 
= handſomely gratified. After this, the ſcribe 
came to read the diſcovery which Mardo- 
claus had made of the conſpiracy of Bago- 
bons and Theodeftes, againft the king. Hav- 
ing read over this, he haſted on to another 
head: Upon this, the king ſtopt him, and ask'd, 
it there was nothing written of any reward 
= beſtowed upon him for tr. The ſcribe anfwer'd, 
that there was no mention made of any. 


b The king then bid him ſtop a while from 
» reading, and asked the watch what hour of 
night it was? When noting that it was almoſt ' 
daun, he ordered them, if they found any of 
1 his friends before the gates of the palace, to 
he tell them to come to him. It chanced that 
m_— Aman appeared, for he came ſooner than his 
; uſual time, to pumſh Mardoc hæus with death. 
hut when the ſervants had told the king, that 
0 1: was in court, the king order d him 
1108 oo be called, who entering: Since, {aid he, 
I know your kindneſs to me to exceed that 
15 W of all my other ſubje&s, I beg your advice, 
45 how I ſhall reward one who 1s extremely 
1m il worthy of my favour.” Here Aman think- 
ie his determination would turm to his own 
n e dvantage, (for the king had borne him the 
1 reateſt affection till that time) conſequently 
n ronounced the moſt favourable advice he 


able to give in ſuch a caſe. For, he ſaid, 
Ik your majeſty would have the perfon you 
love rewarded with honour, let him ride 
upon your own horſe, be clothed with your 
on robes, and wear a golden chain about 
his neck, and let one 6 your particular 
We friends go before him, and proclaim through- 
but the city, that this honour ſhall be given 


paſs. Now the king that . 


— 


e to Hitt, Nhom the king is pleafed td ho- 
fleur: Now.] Aman adviſed the king thus, 
as thinking the reward was for himfelf. This 
advice haying extremely well pleaſed the 
king, Then, fait he, go, (for 1 give you 
leave to take my horſe and robes, and a 
« golden char) and ſeek out Mardoc hæus the 
© Jew, ati after you have given them to him, 
© do: yon [yourſelf perform the office of an 
© herald; and walk before his horſe ; for ad- 
ded the king, you being my particular friend, 
«. ſhall execute this office, becauſe you have 
„given "your, good advice to do it. And 
© this is the reward T give Mardac hæus fot 
1 pn my life.” Aman, not in the 
leaft apptehiending this utiwelcome news, was 
extremely diſturbed at it, and knew not what 
to think: However, he went out, and took 
the hotſe, and the king's purple robe, and the 
golden chain with him, and finding Mardoche- 
715 before the gates of the palace, clad in ſack- 
cloth, he ordered him to put it off, and cloath 
himſelf in the purple robe. But Mardochens, 
knowing nothing of the affair, fancied it was a 
trick put upon him: © And, O curſed man, 
fai he, is it thus you laugh, and mock at 


amy misfortunes?” But Aman telling, and 


aſſuring him, that the king rewarded him ſo, 
for ſaving his life, by a timely diſcovery of 
the eunuchs conſpiracy, he put on the purple 
robe, which was conſtantly worn by the king 
and placed the golden chain about his neck 
and mounting the horſe, he rode all round the 
city, while Aman went before, and made this 
proclamation : © 'Thus will the king honour 
* him whom he loves, and eſteems worthy 
* of his favour.” Mardochæus having rode 
about the city, returned back to the king ; 
but Aman, full of ſhame and confuſion, went 
to his houſe, and with tears in his eyes, told 
his wife and friends what he had done; who 
told him, that he could never complete his 
revenge upon Mardochæus, for God ſtood by 
im. . 


While they were ſpeaking thus together, 


Efther's eunuchs came, and preſently con- 
ducted Aman to the entertainment. Bit 52. 
buchadas, one of the eunuchs, efpying the 
croſs ſtanding before Aman's houſe, which 
was prepared for Mardochæus, asked one of 
the ſervants why it ſtood ready there: And 
being told that it was made for the queen's 
uncle, and that Aman was in hopes to obtain 
the king's leave to puniſh him, he held his 
tongue. Now the king and Aman being 
ſplendidly entertained by Eſt her, he asked her 
to tell him what it was ſhe deſir'd, and he 
would give it her: Upon which ſhe began 
to deplore the danger her nation was in, 


how they were decreed to be cut off, and 


utterly deſtroyed, and that it was for them 
ſhe begged to intercede with him; for it 
would have created in her no uncaſineſs, if 
he had ordered all of them to have been 
ſold into captivity, that being but a flight 


misfortune to the other; wherefore ſhe hum 


bly begged him to deliver them from death. 
The king requiring her to tell him who jt 
was that had defired ſuch 4 decree to be 
made, ſhe then openly accuſed Amar, and 

| ſaid 
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264 FLAVIUSs JoSERHUS': 


ſaid that he, through his malicious envy had 
contrived it. The king was aſtoniſhed at this, 


and in a great uneaſineſs roſe from the enter- 


tainment, and retir'd into his ardens I upon 


wh) h Aman began ro entreat ft ber to for- 
give him his crime, for he now plainly per- 
ceived himſelf in danger. And throwing him- 
ſelf upon the queen's bed, begging and intreat- 
ing her 0 pardon him; the king in the mean 
time entered, and ſeeing him there, began to 
be more enraged, and ſaid, © What? audacious 
© yillain, dareſt thou attempt alſo to offer vio- 
© lence to my wite ?? Theſe words ſo ter- 


rified Aman, that he was not able to utter one 


word, and Sabuchades the eunuch ſtepping in, 
in the mean time, accuſed Aman of preparing 
a croſs fifty cubits high, for the puniſhment 
of Mardoc hætus, as one of his ſervants had 
informed him, when he went to call him to the 
entertainment. The king hearing this, decreed 
the ſame puniſhment to Aman, which, he had 
prepared for Mardoc hæus, and commanded him 
immediately to be hang'd upon the croſs. 
From hence I cannot but admire the wiſdom 
and juſtice of God, who not only deſervedly 
puniſhed the wickedneſs of Aman, but took 
care he ſhonld undergo the ſame death which 
he had artfully contrived for another. And 
this may prcve a leſſon to other perſons, that 
whenever any one deſigns wickedly againſt a- 
nother, the ſcheme is, when he leaſt thinks 
on it, accompliſhed upon himſelf. 
Aman in this manner fell from all the ho- 
nour and grandeur which he had received from 
his king, by an immoderate abuſe of his pow- 
er; and the king beſtowed upon his queen 
all his eſtate and effects. And having ſent for 
Mardochæus (for Eſther had acquainted him 
with the near relation between them) he gave 
him the ring which he had beſtowed upon 
Aman, and the queen beſides preſented him 
with Aman's poſſeſſions, and intreated the king 
to deliver the Fews from their apprehenſions of 
death, by repealing the decree of Aman, 
which had been proclaim'd throughout all the 
provinces of his empire; for ſhe could not 
live to ſee her country ravaged, and her coun- 
trymen deſtroyed. Upon this the king pro- 


miſed to do nothing to diſpleaſe her, nor to 


contradi&t her will, and gave her orders to 
write to the Jes what the thought fit in his 
name, and he would take care to ſend it ſeal- 
ed with, his own ſignet throughout all his 
empire. For nobody who read a letter ſeal- 
ed with the royal ſignet, durſt in the leaſt of- 
fer to diſobey the contents of it. Upon this 
the king's ſcribes were ſent for, and command- 
ed to write to all the provinces in behalf of the 
Jews, and to the princes and governors, and 
to the one hundred and twenty ſeven rulers of 
the provinces from India unto Æthiopia. And 


the letters were to the following effect: 


The great King Artaxerxes, to his Princes, 
and others his well beloved, Greeting. 


ANY perſons, through the abundance of 

favours and honours heaped upon them, 
became ſo haughty, that they not only injuriouſly 
treattheir inferiors, but contrive wicked ſchemes 


Book XI. 


againſt their benefactors, by which me... 
lle the gratitude of mips — oy 
perſons, by whoſe benevolence they haye proc „ 
their favours, to ſtrip them of all their vs 
and poſſeſſions. Their ambition and fooliſh, © 
ſolence deceive them, in imagining they can 2 
ceal their ways from God, and eſcape his - Vu 
ing arm. Some of this ſort. of men bein x 
moted to the adminiſtration of publick © 4 
by the neben their friends, and = 
taining a private grudge againſt ſome 
which 1255 keep N — ast 
preme governor, by falſe and wicked accuſation 
carry their wrath againſt the innocent, whereb 
their lives become in danger. Now this Odſeryge 
tion is not the reſult of actions tranſmitted from 
antiquity, or ofreport, or of what we have hexg 
but the conſequence of deeds audaciouſly ver. 
form'd before our own eyes. Whence for the 
time to come we ſhall make it our endeavour not 
to yield an implicit belief ro calumnies and accu. 
{ations, or to thoſe tales which ſeveral would 
perſuade us to credit ; but to be our own judges 
of what we ſhall perfectly know, and to take 
what meaſures we think proper, if they deſerye 
ere e but if otherwiſe to reward them; 
_ regard to the real merit of the perlont 
themſelves, and not toany reports of others, Now 
whereas Aman, the ſon of Amadathas, by nation 
an Amalekite, and not born of the race of the 
Perſians, hath been entertain'd by us, and our 
humanity, which we demonſtrate to every one of 
our ſubjects, hath been ſo far extended to him, 
that we called him our father, and our {ubje&s 
conſtantly paid him reverence, and we beſtoy'd 
upon him all manner of honours in our royal power 
to give; yet he hath not been able to ſuſtain his 
happy condition, norwiſely or prudently togovern 
his great fortune, but has endeayour'd to deprive 
us, to whom he is indebted for his exceſſive power, 
of our life and kingdom, by a wicked and dia- 
bolical demand to put Mardoc hæus, our ſaviout, 
and much obliged friend, and Ether the halt 
of our life, and our partner in the kingdom, to 
death. When this had been done, and he had 
deprived us of our friends, his intentions vere 
to transfer our kingdom to others. But when 
we perceived the eus, who were by that wicked 
man doom'd to utter deſtruction, not tobemendt 
wicked diſpoſitions, but to live according to ie 
beſt laws and inſtitutions, and to worſhipthatG! 
who hath preſery*d the kingdom for us and our at 
ceſtors, we have not only abſoly'd them from te 
puniſhment to which Amay's decree haddevdt 
them, which if you diſobey you will do well, 
are alſo deſirous that youwould treat them 711 
rably. For we have order d him, who de 5 
their ruin, to be crucified with his whole famif 
at the gates of Su, God, who ſeeth all things 
inflicting the puniſhment upon him. And wore 
mand you to fix up a copy of this our min 
in all the publick places of our kingdom, 


| i 
ſuffer the Fews to uſe their own laws, ma 
in peace, and to aſſiſt them in revenging 
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ſelves upon their enemies, on the thirteenth of 
of the twefth month, which is call'd 25 ; 
God hath chang'd that dreadful day into 4 0 
ſafety, and let it be a joyful day to "7 ii | 
wiſh us well, and remain a monument 74 


i furrh (RN 
Fews revengeupon their enem! es. And ue 23 


RE CESARE EEE SES SOS 
_ =, 4 1 
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"wal will, that whatſoever city or 
"7 ſhall dare to diſobey this our command, 
tall be deftroyed with fire and ſword, And 
Jet this decree be poſted up in all the countries 
F our empire, and the Jews be prepared to 
revenge themſelves upon Their enemies. 


The horſemen diſpatched with this decree, 
immediately went and performed their jour- 
pey. But when Mardochens appeared in pub- 
lick, having the royal garment on, and the 
golden crown and chain about his neck, the 
Zews at Suſa, ſeeing him ſo greatly honoured 
55 the king, imagined themſelves in the ſame 


licity. Aud the others, inhabiting in the other 
cities and provinces, after they had peruſed 
the king's letter, were filled with ſuch extreme 
joy and gladneſs, that ſeveral pegple ot other 
nations, tor fear of the Fews, circumciſed them- 
ſelves, hoping by that means to ſecure them- 
ſelves from danger; for upon the thirteenth 
day of the tweltth month, which the Jews 
called Adar, and the Macedonians Dy/trus, the 
horſemen, who brought the letter, proclaimed, 
that that being the day, wherein their de- 
ſtruction was reſolved, they had leave given 
them on the ſame day to revenge themſelves 
upon their enemies. All the kings, gover- 
nors, lieutenants, and princes, honourab] 

treated the Fews, and behaved themſelves 
very friendly towards them for fear of Mar- 
doc hæus. As ſoon as the king's decree had 
been proclaimed in all the provinces of the 
empire, the Fews at Suſa killed about five 
hundred of their enemies in that city: And 
= when the king gave an account to Ether of 
the number of the ſlain in % , and told her 
BS alſo what had been tranſacted in the provinces, 
and asked her, if ſhe defired any further re- 
venge upon her enemies, the defired the Fews 
might the next day put to death the remainder 


W AFTER the death of the bigh-priefi 
| Eliaſib, his fon Fudas ſucceeded him 


a 

be in the prieſt hood, who alſo dying, Joannes his 
tel ſon ſucceeded him in that honour. For which 
bv: reaſon Bagoſes, the general of the (1) other 
o- texerxes, polluted the temple, and impoſed 
900 tribute upon the Fews, which was, to pay 
mier every lamb before they made their dail 


acrifices, fifty (2) drachms. 


10g) * 5 The cauſe of 
con- his was as follows: Joannes had a brother 
aan emed J7eſus, to whom Bagoſes promiſed his 
ol tereſt to procure him the priefthood. * eſus, 
d liv Pon this aſſurance, had a diſpute with Foannes 
en- | F319 | 
3 (af „ — ) 1 1 other Arta ver xes, Foſep 
of fo 3 00 Neg. ſays FJoſephus did well not to m 
cb his Hiſtory gives an Account of the 
a 0a t Longimanys, 


or of the other Artaxerxes, 


24 (2) A Drachm was a Gree 


. 


25. 


of the Antiſuitiet r the Jews, 


high eſteem, and that they partook of his fe- 


CHA 


: | How Joannes slew his Brother Jeſus in the Temple. - How Bagoſes 
| "ms Jews; and of the Actions of Sanaballet. 


hus means Artaxerxes Memory, or, 
ention thoſe Penſan Kings, who ha 


fs 6.6 Jews, and not of the Pe 8 
he returns to the Fews, withou | Perſians; wherefore, after the Deat 


t taking any Notice ei . 
unleſs of Bagoſes his RE, e either of Darius Nothus, 


k Coin worth about a Groat. 
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of her enemies, and erucify the ten ſons” of 
Aman. The king ordered the Fews to do 
this alſo, being unwilling to diſoblige Ef ber 
in any thing For which purpoſe they muſter- 
ed themſelves together again, and on'the four- 
teenth day of the month Adar flew about three 
hundred more of their enemies, but did not 
meddle at all with their goods: But the Fews, 
who lived in the provinces, and other cities, 
killed ſeventy five thouſand of their enemies, 
which great ſiaughter was committed on the 
thirteenth day of the month, and the tour- 
teenth they dedicated to mirth and teaſting. 
And in like manner did the 8 at Suſa aſ- 
ſemble together, and feaſt themſelves on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the ſame 
month: Whence to this very day, all the 
7ews, wherever diſperſed throughout the whole 
world, celebrate thoſe days in teafts_and en- 
tertainments amongtt one another. For Mar=- 
doc hæus wrote to the Jews living in the em- 
pire of Artaxerxes, to ſolemnize thoſe days, 
and tranſmit them down to poſterity, to be for 
ever kept holy and ſacred, and never to be put 
out of remembrance. 'For as the Fews were 
on thoſe days upon the very brink ot deſtruc- 
tion, by the curſed invention and ſchemes of 


Aman, he judged it their duty, after they had 


eſcaped the danger threatened them, and re- 
venged themſelves upon their enemies, to ob- 
ſerve them with reverence, and give God thanks 
thereon tor their deliverance. And for this 
reaſon the Fews keep the aboveſaid days ſacred, 
and call them Phruræi, or the days of defence. 
Now Mardochezus was highly honoured and 
eſteemed by the king, and couſtituted by him 
his partner in the adminiſtration of publick Af- 
tairs, and lived in a conſtant familiarity with 
the queen. And the Jui affairs, by this 
turn of fortune, began to proſper far better 
than ever they expected. And theſe are the 


occurrences under the reign of Artaxerxes. 


P. VII. 


injuriously treated 


in the temple, in which he raiſed his anger 
to ſuch a degree, that in a paſſion he ſlew him. 
This was a moſt heinous offence of Foannes 
againſt his brother, ſince at that time he was 
in the prieſthood ; but the more ſo, as neither 
Greeks nor Barbarians. can be accuſed of ſo 
daring and impious an action. Bur God did 
not blot it out of his -remembrance ; but for 
that reaſon made the people ſlaves; and ſtir- 
red up the Perſians to prophane the temple : 
For as ſoon as Bagoſes, the general of Artax- 
erxes $ army, came to know that Foarnes the 
high-prieſt of the Fews had killed his bro- 


accordin 


to Voſfus, Artaxerxes 
no Intercourſe with th 


5 q or Arfis 5 na 
polluting the Temple. Hudſon. 5 8 


Xx x thor 


266. 
ther in the tatople, he went ta the Fews, 
and in a very angry manner thus ſaid, © What! 
« durſt you preſume to commit murther with- 
cin your temple?” After which he endeayour- 
ed to go into the temple, but was denied en- 
trance. Upon this he turned about and ſaid, 
Is there any queſtion to be made, but that 
J am purer than he who lays dead in the 
© temple?” After he had ſpoke thus, he enter- 
ed the temple; and being willing to accom- 

iſh his reſolutions, he maliciouſly infeſted the 
ms for this murther of Jeſus, during ſeven 
years. | 


| F LA V ÞU.$4þ0:8:E P US 


| wh 
naballet, (who was ſent, in the er 00 
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After the death of Jaannes, his ſon &, 
ſucceeded him in the prieſthood, be 
brother named Manaſſes, upon da 

"Jt . year Da. 
rig sis reign, governor into Samaria, he hi... 
being a Chuthean by nation, 10 abel 
Samaritans themſelves are deſcended ) the 
ving Hiero/olyma to grow very famous, and |. 
kings to give the AHrians, and the inhat;. 
tants of Celo-Syria, much trouble, I 
beſtowed his daughter Micaſo in marri; 


hoping by this alliance to procure the friend 


ſhip ot the whole nation. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of Sanaballet, and Manaſſes, and the Temple built by them in Mount Garizin, 0 
Alexander's Entry into Hierofolyma, and the Favours be beſtoued upon the Ieus. 


BO UT this time Philip, king of Ma- 
cedon, was treacheroufly flain at Agea 
by Pauſanias, the ſon of Ceraftes, who was de- 
ſcended from the family of Oreffes. His ſon 
Alexander ſucceeded him'in the kingdom, and. 
paſſing the Helleſpont, fought a battle at the 
Granicus with the generals of Darius, whom 
he deſeated. After this, he attacked Lybia, 
and having overcome Jonia, and over-run all 
ria, he invaded the territories of Pamphylia, 
as is mentioned in another place. 

But the elders at Hieroſoh ma, being enraged 
at the brother of Faddus the high-priett, for 
marrying a wiſe of a foreign nation, and by 
that means making her partner of the prieſt- 
hood, broke off all intercourſe with him; for 
they conſidered that this marriage was an en- 
couragement to others to be guilty of the ſame 
fault, and inttyduce a cuſtom of marrying fo- 
reigners. And they reflected that their tranſ- 
grefling the law in this manner, by intermar- 
rying with women of a foreign country, had 
proved the cauſe of their former captivity and 
misfortunes. Whereupon they commanded 
Manaſſes, either to divorce his wife, or not to 


approach the altar. Now the high-prieſt, as 


well as the people, being highly diſpleaſed, 
drove his brother from the altar ; whereupon 
Manaſſes went to his father-1n-law Sanaballet, 
and told him he loved his daughter very well, 
but was unwilling to be deprived of the ſacer- 
dotul honour *r her account, (which was the 
greateſt ſtep of dignity in his nation, and he- 
reditary in one family.) To this remonſtrance 
Senaballet anſwered, and promiſed, not only 
to preſerve him in the prieſthood, but to in- 
veſt him with the power and honour of being 
high-prieft, and to make him governor of all 


the places at that time under his juriſdiction, 


provided he would keep his daughter to wife; 
and laſtly, told him, that he would build him 
a-temple like that at Hiero/o/yma, on mount 
Garizim, which is the higheſt mountain by far 


(r) Sce/rger will have that this Sanaballet is the fame which Nebemias frequent! 


lands to cultivate, and habitations to live in, 


feated his generals at the river -Granicys, and 


in all Samaria, and procure Darius's ov 
for it. Manaſſes, induced by theſe promiſe 
remained with Sanaballet, hoping to obtain 
the prieſthood by the gift of Darius; for $4. 
naballet was now in years. And becauſe ſe- 
veral other prieſts and 1/rael/ites were involyeg 
in the ſame kind of marriages, very fierce con- 
tentions were kindled up at Heron; for 
all of them went over to Manaſſes, arab allit 
aſſiſting them with money, and giving them 


and all manner of ways gratifying his ſon-in- 
law. | 

At this time Darius, underſtanding that 
Alexander had paſſed the Helleſpont, and de- 


that he was marching onwards, raiſed an at- 
my of horſe and foot, with a deſign to meer 
the Macedonians, before they had over- run all 
Alia; with which having croſſed the river 
Euphrates, and marched over Taurus, à moun- 
tain of Cilicia, he came up with: the enemy 
on the frontiers of Cilicia, where he celigned A. 
to give them battle. Sanaballet was pleated We 
with this deſcent of Darius, and told 4. 
naſſes he would perform his promiſe as ſoan 
as Darius returned victorious over bis ere- 
mies; for he, and all the le in 4%, bad 
perſuaded themſelves that the Henin 
would not pretend to engage the vaſt am 
of the Ferſfans. But their expectations ve 
greatly fruſtrated; for the king, engaging the 
Macedonians, was overthrown, and loſt a ge 
part of his army; amongſt which bis wie 
mother and children were taken prifone's, and 
he himſelf forced to fly. Alexander after (1B = 
marched into Syria, and took Damaſcis, 0 BM 
gaining Sidon, he laid ſiege to Tyre, and ſen * 
a letter to the high- prieſt of the Jews, ber 
quired him to affiſt him, and fupply bis 2 
with proviſions, for which he ſhould not on} Im 
be diſcharged from the tributes impoſed "7. Bp 
him by Darius, but live in friendſhip 
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indeed two Sanaballert, the former was called Horonita by Nebemias, and was the fame who endete i 


hinder Hieroſo/yma from being fortified, and whoſe Dau 
Sanaballet was he, who under Alexander built the Temple 


married to Maneſſes the Brother of Faddus. 


ter Feſus the Son of Foiada married; 2. 


42 MAAS: 
Book NE 
the Macedonians, and thi tre ſhould Lb Gr 
occaſion to: repent of his compliance. Put 
the bigh-prieſt returning an anſwer to the let- 
ter, that he had promiſed Darius under an 
oath, not to take up arms againſt him, and 
ſaying, he wonld never violate it whilſt he 
lived, ſo enraged Alexander, that tho“ he did 
not reſolve to taiſe the ſiege before Tyre, which 
was juſt upon ſurrendering, yet he threatened, 
alter he had taken it, to carry an army againſt 
the high-prieſts of the Jews, and by all man- 
ner of ways make him ſenſible, ro whom he 
ought to preſerve his oath, After this he con- 
tinued the ſiege with more vigour, and at 
length took it by ſtorm, and having ſettled 
matters therein, he marched next againſt the 
city Gaza, and laid legs therero, and to Ba- 
lemeſes, the governor of the garriſon. 
Sanaballet thinking now he had got a fair 
opportunity to perform what he had deſign'd, 
revolted. from Darius, and taking with him 
eight thouſand of his ſubjects, went over to 
= 4/:xandcr, whom he found beſieging Dre, 
and told him, that he ſurrender'd the countries 
under his juriſdiction to him, and acknowledg'd 
= him, inſtead of Darius, for his ſovereign. Alex- 
ander graciouſly receiving his ſubmiſſion, Sa- 
== 74a/l:t gather'd courage, and began to open 
his delign, and told him, that he had a fon- 
ES in-law, named Man-ſſes, the brother of Fad- 
dus, the high-prieft of ok ews, and a great 
number of other perſons of the ſame nation 
= with him, who were deſirous to erect a temple 
in his province, which would be very advan- 
WE rageous to him; for by that means the Jewiſh 
nation would be ſeparated into two bodies, 
BE which would hinder their union from being as 
WE troubleſome to other kings, as it was for- 
WE merly to the princes of the Aſſprians. Sana- 


| WE 2a/!ct having by this perſuaſive remonſtrance 
WE procured Alexander's licence, uſed all poſſible 
- WE diligence, and built a temple, and conſtituted 
' EE Manzſes high- prieſt thereof, ſuppoſing ſuch an 
Gion would be the greateſt honour to the 
os born of his daughter. But after Tyre 
bad been beſieged ſeven, and Gaza two 
on nonths, Sanaballet dies. And Alexander, ha- 
e. ing taken Gaza by ſtorm, marched up to 
ial WWF: cro/o/yma ; which Faddus the high-prieft 
a1; caring, was put to a great ſtreight, and with 
ear conſidered how he ſhould meer the Mace- 
ver 0721s after he had affronted their king by 
z is late diſobedience, Upon this ordered 
gen he people to make ſupplications tò God. ant 


crifice to him, and beſeech him to ond 
cr nation, and deliver them from;theif-pte- 
t danger. But J7addus, in his ſleep the 
Ws: after the ſacrifice, was admoniſhei by. 
a in a dream, to aſſume courage, a0. 
ehe city with gartands, ee open Se 
es, himſelf and the prieſts dreſſed in thei. 
ei habits, attended by perſons in white 
achs, and go and meet them, without an 
or apprehenſion of danger, relying on his 
1 8 Upon this admonition he was 
; ; 3 " his ſleep, and ſeemed extreamly 
Ws. on, Ad. ba told the revelation 
: avi 
becn e 1 orm d every thing as he 


et ordered in his dream, he waited 
King's. arrival. 5 * 


no 
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As ſoon as he heard tha he was not far 

from the city, he went out, accompanied with 

the prieſts and a reat, number of citizens, to 

a certain place called Sapha, (which if inter- 
preted in Enghſp, ſignifies a pro pect, for. from 

thence may be ſeen both Hieroſolhma and the 
temple.) But the Phenicians and Chaldeans 

who followed the king, imagined iche 8 
very probable, as the ng hag been ſo highs 
ly enraged) that they ſhould ſack the city, 
and ſlay the high-prieſt alive; but their ex- 
pectations were entitely fruſtrated ; for Alex- 
ander, ſeeing at a diſtance the multiiude in 
white cloaths, and the prieſts walking before 
them in their rich veſts, and the high-prieſt in 
his purple. robe embroidered with gold, . a+ 
dorned with the Ephod, and Petforal, and, 
having his turbant upon, his head, whereon was 


a golden plate, with the name of God in- 


ſcribed upon it, went by himſelf, and reve- 

renced the name, and. ſaluted the en 

firſt, Hereupon all the Fews formed them- 
ſelves into a circle about Alexander, and ſa- 
lated him with acclamations of joy; at which 
the kings of Syria and the reſt were amazed, 
and fancied the king was. beſide himſelf. | But 

Parmenio was the only perſon who went up to 
him, and asked the reaſon why, when every. 
body elſe paid him reverence, he ſeemed to 
worſhip the high-prieſt of the eus ? 1 have 
not, anſwer'd the king, worſbipped him, but that 
God, whoſe hig b-prieſt he is. For I beheld him 
in a dream habited in this very manner when I 
was at Dius in Macedonia, and thinking with 
myſelf how I could conquer Aſia, he exhorted me 
not to prolong the time, but courageouſly paſs 

over into it, promiſiug to march before my army, 

and deliver into my hands the empire of the 
Perſians. Therefore, fince I have ſeen no other 

perſon dreſſed in the like habit, and have now 
beheld this high-prieft, and retain fully in my 
mind my dream, and the exhortation I received 
init, I fancy, I have made this expedition by a 
divine command, to ſubdue Darius, and over- 
throw the power of the Perſiaus, and ſhall be- 
come proſperous in all my reſolutions and under- 
takings. In this manner he ſpoke to Parmenio, 
and giving the high-prieſt his right hand, at- 
tended by the other prieſts in his march, he 
came to the city, and went up to the temple, 
where he ſacrificed to God according to the 
preſeri tion of the high-prieſt, at the ſame 
Ame g 


— 
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ks F. Radl after he had been ſhewn the 
boo e Dayiel, in which was propheſied his 
g the Peyſian empire, and being told 


3473 CAST - p i 
he was che perſon typified in it, he was ex- 


Rn by glad, and diſmiſſed the multitude ; 
Lebe next day he aſſembled them again, 
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"and, Ca nanded them to ask whatſoever th 
deff The high-prieſt upon this deſired li- 


bery to uſe the laws of their country, and 


y. every ſeventh year to be diſcharged from all 


manner of tribute, which requeſt he gene- 
rouſly granted. And upon their further peti- 
tion, that the Fews in Babylon and Media might 
have the ſame free exerciſe of their laws, he 
frankly promiſed to comply with their deſires. 
Bur he then told the multitude, thar if any 
were willing to follow, and fight with him, 


they 


nc and the other prieſts, very ho- 
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they ſhould not only retain the antient cuſtom 
and ofape of their laws, but live conformably 
to them; and that if they would join his 
forces under that condition, he was ready to 
lead them. This propoſal was readily agreed 
to by many, who very freely gave in their 
names towards that expedition. 

Alexander having in this manner ſettled af- 
fairs in Hieroſo/y1ma, marched his army into the 


next cities. And every one he viſited re- 


ceived him very friendly ; but the Samaritans, 
(who inhabited in Skim, the capital city of 
that country ſtanding upon mount Garizim, 
and peopled by renegade Jeu) ſeeing the 
extraordinary honour + which Alexander paid 
che Hieroſolymites, reſolved to profeſs them- 


| ſelves Fes. For the Samaritans are of the 


very temper we have before deſcribed; for 
when the affairs of the Fews receive an un- 
fortunate turn, then they deny themſelves to 
be any ways related to them, which, in fact, 
is very true. But if at any time they perceive 
them raiſed to an advanced condition, or proſ- 
perity, they immediately are ready to jump, 
as it were, into their ſociety, calling them- 
ſelves their relations, and the deſcendants of 


the ſons of Foſeph, Ephraim, and © Manaſſes. 


For this ' purpoſe therefore, with a ſeeming 


deſire to ſhew-themſelves his friends, they run 
to meet Alexander, who was not far from Hie- 


roſolyma; who having commended their dili- 
gence, the Sikimites, having taken along with 
chem the forces which Sanaballet had before 
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ſeventh year, becauſe they had not that Very 


viſit their city, and honour their te 
preſence. In compliance with ge his 
promiſed to come, which he did; but * he 
queſting him to remit the tribute of 4 5 


tilled their lands, he asked them, who Jear 
were, who deſired ſuch a favour > The they 
ſwered, they were Hebreus, but were Fog 
the 'Sidonians of the Sikimites ; he again _ 
them, if they were not Fews ? But the bay 
nying this, he then ſaid, © I have granted th 
* favour only to the Jes, yet when! ſhall I 
* cur, and come to know of you this "ka 
© more fully, I will then do as I ſha think 
« proper.* And in this manner he diſmiſſed n 
Sikimites ; but he commanded Sanaballet's { 1 
diers to follow him into /Zgypr, where L 
would give them lands. And this he perforn'; 
in the country of Thebais, which he ordered 
them to defend. 3 

After Alexander's death, the empire was * 
vided amongſt his ſucceſſors, and the tem le 
in mount Garizim ſtill remained. But if 0 
of the Hieroſolymites were accuſed of eatin 
forbidden victuals, of violating the ſabbach 
or of any ſuch like crime, they immediately 
fled to the Sikzmites, and endeavour'd to ſhey 
the injuſtice of their accuſation. At that tine 
alſo Faddas, the high-prieft, died, and his ſon 
Onias ſucceeded him in that office; and this 
is the preſent ſtate of the affairs of the Her- 


ſolymites, 
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ſent, came up to him, and defer? a M 
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85 How Ptolomy, the Son of Lagus, having by Stratogem ſeized upon Hieroſolyma and 
n Judea, carried thence many Jews into Egypt. 135 


FE FTER Alexander, the king of 
l the Macedonians, had overthrown 
the Perſan empire, and ſettled 
(as we have juſt now mention'd) 
tue affairs of Fudea, he died; 
+ I upon which the empire was di- 
= vided among ſeveral perſons, for Antigonus 
WE ſcized upon Aſia, Seleucus upon Babylor and 
WE the nations of that country, Lyſimachus ob- 
trained the Helleſpont, and Caſſander, Mare 


onia. But Ptolomy, the fon of Lagus, govern'd 
EZ. While theſe ſeyeral princes were at 
ariance amongſt themſelves, and each con- 
ending for the enlargement of his own king- 
om, ſeveral long and bloody battles, were 
ought, in which many cities were damaged 
ad deſtroyed, and great numbers of the in- 
abitans ſlain. So that Pro/omy, the fon of 
aus (who was called Ser, that is, Saviour) 
eated all Syri4 in a manner quite contrary to 
e meaning of his name. He, beſides, ſeized 
on Hieroſolhyma through ſtratagem and arti- 


cc ; for entering the city on the ſabbath, un- £ 


r a pretence of ſacrificing, the Few offered 
er in the leaſt to obſtruct him, for they, did 
=: imagine him their enemy; and having no 
yrehenſions of fraud from him, and thecday 
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without any manner of toil or danger, 


1 K tyrannically and unmercifully treated the 
2 abitants. Agatharcbiges, the Cnidian, who 
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0 Sager thinks that the Synagorue at Ci 
ins of the Samaritans who were carried Ca 
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og dedicated to reſt, he ſeized upon the 


Account of the 


wrote the tranſactions of Alexander's ſueceſ- 

ſors, bears witneſs to what we have here ad- 
vanced, and reproaches our ſuperſtition, as 
he callscit, for the ſake of which we loſt our 
liberty, in the following words: There is 
a nation of the Fews ſo called, who inha- 
biting a large and well fortified city, 
named Hiero/olyma, ſuffeted themſelves to 
be 2006 under Ptolomy's power, by their re- 
miſſneſs, or rather unwillingneſs to defend 
themſelves; and ſo, through an untimely ſu- 
perſtition, ſubjeted themſelves to his au- 
© thority. And this is the account which 
Agatharchides gives of this matter. But Prolomy, 
taking a great number of perſons captives, not 
only out of the mountainous countries of 
Fudea, and the places about Hieroſolyma, but 
alſo out of Hamaria and Garizim, (a) carried 
them into At. And hearing that the Hie- 
roſolymites were the moſt ſtrict obſervers of 
their oaths and words, from the account which 
Alexander's ambaſſadors reported after the de- 
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feat of Darius, | he, diſpoſed many of them 
into the garriſons, and put them on the ſame 
level at Alexandrina with the Macedonians, 
and he gave them an oath: of their allegiance 
to his ſucceſſors ho ſould entraft that pro- 
Vince. 10 their care: And beſides 4 great 
number of eus went of their owt accord 
into AHeint, being induced thereto, partly on 

ertility of the country, and 
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partly of the liberality of Prolomy. But the 
Samaritans and the deſcendants of the Fews 
had ſtrong contentions between them in the 
practice of their country's inſtitutions. For 
the Hieroſolymites inſiſted that their temple was 
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"+ 
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How Ptolomy Philadelphus translated the Jewiſh Laws into Greek, and freed ſw 
ral Captives, and conſecrated many Offerings to God, 8 


FT ER Alexander had reigned twelve 
FH years,! and after him Ptolaty Soter forty 
years, then Philade/phas ſucceeded in the 
Agyptian kingdom, which he governed one 
<4 forty years, and ordered the Fewiſb 
laws to be tranſlated, and the Hieroſolymite 
captives in #gypt to be ſet at liberty, who 


| were an hundred and twenty thouſand perſons ; 


and the occaſion of theſe tranſactions was this: 
Demetrius Phalareus, the king's: librarian, 
making a collection of all the moſt valua- 
ble and remarkable books in the world, which 
he had heard were worthy of the king's ſtudy 
or peruſal, (for he had an eager deſire to col- 
le& books,) ſpent the greateſt part of his 
time in this affair only. Prolomy, on a time 
asking him how many thouſand books he had 
purchaſed, was anſwered by Demetrius, about 
two hundred thouſand ; who ſaid, in a little. 
time he would make the number five hundred 
thouſand ; but added, there were many books 
amongſt the Fews concerning their laws and 
overfiment, which very well deſerved a place 
In his library, but being written in their lan- 
guage, and with their characters, it would 
prove no eaſy task to tranſlate them into 
Greek; for their manner of writing in a great 
meaſure reſembles. that of the Syrians,' and 
the pronunciation not being much unlike, and 
he himſelf a native who uſed it, wherefore, 
ſaid he, there nothing hinders, but that you 
may get them tranſlated, you having money 
enough to defray the charge, and place them 
in your library, The king, thinking that 
Demetrius's great deſire to collect books 
was calculated for his benefit, wrote to the 
high- prieſt of the Jeu, to ſee the defign put 
in execution. e 7 30 025 
There was at this time a perſon named 
Arifteus, -1n great eſteem with the king, and 
remarkable for his modeſt behaviour, who 
had it often in his thoughts to petition the 
king for a general releaſement of the Jes 
in his kingdom, and thinking that he had 
found a proper time to put his deſign in exe- 
cution, he firſt treated of the affair with 
Sgfibius Tarentinus, and Andreas, the captains 
of the guards, requeſting them, to give him 
their aſſiſtance in what he was going to intreat 
of the king. Ariſtæus having concluded upon 
what theſe two had adviſed, went to the king, 
and laid open his petition to him in the 
following manner: We ought not, O king, 
© to advance falſhoods, but ſpeak the truth. 
© Now ſince we have taken upon us to pro- 
cure your favour to grant the Fewiſh laws 
© to be tranſlated, we preſume to ask, b 
* what means ſuch a thing can be accompliſh'd, 
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ſacred, and that the ſacrifices ough | 
chither ; and the Samaritans apply a ſent 
contending that they ought to be pere b 
at mount Garizim. PRES med 
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when ſo many {os continue ſlaves in you 
kingdom? Whom, if you ſet at liber 
your generoſity and goodneſs will not ph 
ter in the leaſt by ſuch an action, ſince the 
ſame God who beſtowed upon them thor 
© laws, protects your kingdom, in my = 
© ble opinion, and as far as I can perceive; 
for both they and we worſhip God the 
builder of the univerſe,” calling: hin 55 
one common word, zee (that is, uh 
the name being derived from the wi 
Living, becauſe he beſtows life upon al 
Wherefore to do honour to God, reſtore 
back to them, who worſhip him with hi; 
own religion, their country, that they ma 
end their days in their native habiratiny, 
But let me acquaint you, my king, that 
am not influenced by any tie of kindred, 
being of the ſame nation, to petition this 
favour for them; but ſince all mankind ate 
c indifferently the workmanſhip of God, who, 
I know, is delighted with deeds of bencyo- i 
lence and charity, I exhort you on that ac: WA 
© count to ſhew yourſelf ſuch an example, 6 
© will be at the ſame time as noble'in- itſelf 
© as advantageous to them.. 
Ariſtæus having thus ſpoke, the king caſ 
a joyful and pleaſant look on him, And 
© how many thouſands, ſaid he, are there to 
c be releaſed ? Andreas, who was prelent, 
anſwer'd, Upwards of one hundred and ten 
© thouſand :* To which the king (aid; * Thi 
© is no ſmall favour, N k. which you i 
© deſire me to grant.” Upon this, , 
and the others preſent, replied, that it d 
juſt to return God a grateful act for his ge. nl 
roſity, who had beſtowed his kingdom up 
him. The king being wrapt in joy at ttb WWE 
words, commanded them, when they paid ti by. 
arrears due to the army, to give every «nn 
tive under their cuſtody, - each one bund BR 
and twenty drachms, promiſing at the {a 1 
time alſo to publiſh the Fewifþ books, \# wo 
magnificently written, which Avifteus ii = 
and next to him God, had influenced him a 1 
perform, and that he would not only 7. LE 
liberty - thoſe which his father, and lis or » 
had brought- captive 1nto Agypt, but tn, 2H 
who-were before in his kingdom, 8 3 
who ſhould happen to come thither 0 
time to come. And when they told bin "Bn 
the charge of their releaſement would 6 Fi 1 
to forty talents of filver, yet be. Brent 1 
and ordered a copy of his decree, ; 4 1 
vaſt generoſity might be tranſmitted 2 _ 
poſterity, to be regiſter d, which was © 


«„ . unn ac W ma Wnu M W M w 


* 


f arch 
© who under our father fought, and 
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« into Syria and Phenicia, and ſubdued 1 8 
and from thence catried the natives ot t mw 
ſeveral places captißes into our Ro oy 
kingdom, and ſold: them there, to let ; | 
at liberty, and to gilde them alſo their fre- 
dom who were belore that time in * 
kingdom; and all thoſe who ſhall , 
the time to Come happen co be _— 
thither, receiving for each one _— 
and twenty drachms: So that when the 
army's arrears are paid off, they may re- 
ceive the price of their ranſom from the 


ther's deſign was not to make them ſlaves, 
or that their country ſhould be ravaged by 
the hoſtilities of his ſoldiers, or that they 
were to make an advantage to themſelves 
by removing them into Apt. Wherefore 
preſerving a tender regard for juſtice, and 
taking compaſſion upon thoſe who are un- 
juſtly oppreſled, 1 command all my ſubjects 
who, have any captive Jews. in their ſervice, 
to ſet them W Doregy for the ſum before 
preſcribed; and that they do not act fraudu- 
lently in this affair, but punctually obey / our 
order herein. And I: require them within 
three days, from the date of this decree, to 
appear and give a liſt of all the Fews in 
their ſervice, to the perſons appointed to 
manage this buſineſs; for 1 take this 
licence of my own accord to commands this. 
And if any perſon ſhall preſume to violate 
my order herein ſpecified, which upon cer- 
tain evidence ſhall be proved againſt him; 
his goods ſhall be confiſcated to the king.“ 
As ſoon as this decree was read over to the 
king, he was well pleaſed with it, but a clauſe 
Las wanting for the indemnity and preſerva- 
rion of thoſe who were carried before, or 
brought after that time priſoner out of Ju- 
oe. And this out of his extenſive generoſity 
be added, and ordered the payments of their 
Exanſom, which were likely to become ve 
aumerous and troubleſome, to be received be- 
tween his ſecretaries and bankers. This being 
one, and the, king's decree executed only ſeven 
Ways, there were raiſed towards the diſcharge of 
oe Jus ranſom upwards of four hundred and 
ty talents. For the maſters. exacted, even 
or the children, one hundred and twenty 
4 rachms each, as if the King had publiſhed 
ie decree for their fake only, when, as it 
as written, that ſum ſhould be raiſed only 
: 4 pon; each perſon grown to man's eſtate, 48 
e have already obſer ve. 
Tube king, as ſoon as theſe things were per- 
mcd, in obedience to his decree, ordered 
enetrius to take down im uriting what he 
ought fit concerning thecdtranſlation of the 
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jor unadviſedly undertaken by : thoſe kings, 
the utmoſt ac- 
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imperfect ; and that ſome of them were 


behind. 
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duted-to place in order liere, true copies of the 
writing, and the letters; as alſo the number of 
the preſents that were ſent, with the apparatus 
of each, that the exceeding fine workmanſhip 
of the artiſt may be known by every one, and 
a concluſion drawn at firſt ſight of the abilities 
of the workman. Now the copy of the licence 
or writing was thun: a 


king's toble. For 1 imagine that my fa- 


$4 4 : * 42895 — . * + A 
ce) Some gore from this Paſſage, that Copies of the Fewiſp 


ranſlations ; 


re not tranſlated i 
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DemerTrrvs to the'yreat king. 


: r HERE A 8, my king, you have 


given me your commands, to col- 
© lect that number of books which is want- 
ing to make up the full complement deſigned 
for your library,” and to uſe my endeavours 
© to procure thoſe which are abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary : Now, I having taken the greateſt care 
© herein, find the books''of the Jewiſh Le- 
© giiſature, with ſeveral others, to be wanting; 
for being written in the Hebrew characters, 
* and language, we cannot underſtand them. 
And the misfortune is, that they are more 
(a) incorrect than the author's editions of 
© them, becauſe no royal eye has had an in- 
* ſpection into them. Wherefore it is ne- 
* ceſlary that you have them very exact and 
© regular; for it is found, that the inſtitntions 
* contained therein, being the reſult of God's 
© own thoughts, are full of the moſt profound 
* wiſdom» and perfect integrity, which has 
been the reaſon, that, according to Hecatæus, 
neither poets, nor hiſtorians have mentioned 
them without reverence and awe, becauſe 
the ſyſtem of morality laid down therein is 
the moſt perfect and agreeable to right rea- 
ſon. Wherefore, my king, if it is according 
* to your inclination, write to the high- ptieſt of 
the Jews, to ſend you ſix elders our of (5) 
each tribe, the moſt eminent in the expoſition 
* of their laws, whom, after they have given us 
© an open and juſt ſenſe of thoſe books, and an 
accurate interpretation of the actions therein 
contained, you may reward according to their 
* deſerts, and place their verſion in a worthy 
place of your library, agreeable to your de- 
CCC 
This writing being humbly: preſented to the 
king, he gave orders to write to Eleazar the 
high-prieſt of the Jets about it, and to ac- 
quaint' him with; the intended releaſement of 
all the captive Jews in gypt. And he 


commanded fifty talents of gold, and an ineſ- 
jewels to be given towards 


timable number of 


* Law were Prolomy's Library; but 
and it is ima gined in particular, that bo ode 

; SST 
nto Media, but that from Salnranaſar's 


the 
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the curious pieces of workmanſhip, and the 
faſhion. and make of each, as ſoon. as 1 have 
ſer. . down a copy of the letter wrote to 
Eleazar the high-prieft, who took upon him- 
ſelf chat office of dignity. on the following 


rl !!!! ee eee 
Upon the death of Ogias the high. prieſt, 


his ſon S mon ſucceeded him in the prieſthood, 


who was ſirnamed the 7ſt, both on account 
of his piety to God, and benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion to his ſellow- citizens: He dying, his ſon 


Onuias ſurvived. him, whoſe brother E/eazar, 


obtained the prieſthood ;- and to him Protomy 


- wrote to this effect: 


* 


| King Prolomy to Eleazar the high-prieft, 
OV certainly need no information that 


_. Greetings ! 
Y many Fews now dwell in my. kingdom, 
whom my father, after tbey had been taken 
captive by the Perſiaus while they governed 
the empire, much honoured; for numbers of 
them he put into military employments, and 
others, who accompanied him into Hi gypt, he 
appointed governors of caſtles to keep the 
Agyptians in awe. And now I am come to 
the crown, I have not only ſhewn myſelf 
tender and merciful to all my on ſubjects, 
but have granted liberty to above one hun- 
dred thouſand captive Fews, and have alſo paid 


* 


out of my own treaſury the price of their 


tanſom to the maſters in whoſe fervice they 
were. But ſome. of this number who were able 
to bear arms I have placed in my army, and 
others who were about my perſon, whoſe fi- 
delity made them worthy of that hbnour, I 
have admitted into my houſhold, thinking 
hereby to perform What would be acceptable 
to God, as an inſtance of my gratitude to him, 
for his great care and protection of my king- 
dom. And that 1 might do a piece of ſervice 
not only to theſe in particular, but alſo to all 
other Jews whereſoever diſperſed over the 
whole world, I have reſolved to have your 
law tranſlated from the Hebrew into Greek, 
and to lay it up in my library; upon which 
account, twill not only very much oblige me, 
but alſo be for your intereſt, to ſend me ſix 
ſele& perſons, advanced in years, out of 
every. one of your tribes, who by their age 
and experience may be capable of poco 
your laws, and of giving an accurate and ju 
interpretation of them; for I ſhall have gained 
the greateſt glory when this performance is 
finiſhed. I have ſent ro communicate this 
affair to you Andreas, the captain of 
guards, and Ariſtæus, two pers whom + 
greatly eftcem, by whom 1 have alſo fent 
one hundred talents of ſilver, as 2 

to be uſed in your temple and ſactifides ; and 
you will oblige me by writing an anfwer, with 
your ſentiments and reſolution on theſe con- 
rents. 


g * ; $5.20 TER | * are 
After Eleazar had receiyed, and peruſed this 
an anſwer in the moſt civil 


letter, he returned 
terms, thus: 


: » . 3 2 85 n * 
l a Set been 


the table. Now the king's deſire 
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Eleazar the high-prief "xg" King Ptolo my, 
LI  CILIS Ds ' - * ge 1 


SGrocting:; 

I our children enjoy health, 1 ally ws 
As ſoon as I had — 3 5 
extremely rejoiced at your noble in 
and aſſembling the people, I read it over r. 
them, and openly declared your pions md. 
tion towards God's ſetvice. I received the 
twenty golden, and thirty ſilver phials vic 
you ſent mes as alſo the five goblets, and the 
table to place. the conſecrated offerings upon. 

and the hundred | talents, for defraying th! 
charge of the ſacrifices, and other neceſſuie 
about the temple, which Aviſtæus and Andrens 

your moſt honoured friends, two yer 

honeſt and learned perfons, brought me, Ang 

I here acquaint you, that I will endewwour tc 
gratify you, even be) my ability; for it 
15 reaſonable I ſhouſd return an afſwerable 
acknowledgement for the many favours you 
have graciouſly conferred upon my countty. 
men; upon which account preſently order. 
ed ſacrifices to be offered, and all the peo⸗ 
ple to pray for you, and your ſiſter, and 
your children, and your friends; that you 
may all enjoy proſperity, and your kingdom 
flouriſh in peace; and that the tranſlation of 
our laws may anſwer your deſign and en. 
pectation, and produce an happy effect. Fat 
which purpoſe I have ſeleQed-- fix" eldetly 
perſons out of each tribe, and ſent them to 
you : And I leave it to your ' pious and jul 
diſpoſition, to take care that thi Jaw is ſent 
back to me, as ſoon as the tranſlation is com- 


* 


„I was 
tention 


pleated, and to indemnify the petſons who . 


bring it to you. 199 8 
4+?» Farewel 


This was the anſwer the high-prieſt ſent 
back; but I think there is-6-netefſity t 
recite here the names of the ſeventy elders 
whom Eleazar fent with the law, they bells 
ſubferibed to the letter. 
amiſs to give an exact deſcription of tht 
preſents ſent by the king, and the maſter 
ee of the artificers, for hereby i 
be made plain to every one: For as he n 
at a vaſt expence, and from time to, tinte 


preſent with the workmen, and inſpe&ted aa A 


them, ſo he ſuftered.nothing 'to be mean) a, Bp 
igently performed; the magnifcence © 4 
all which I will deſcribe in as geod a men BR 


ceive the king's elegant and fine gens,“ 1 
the extenſiveneſs of his liberality 3 and fal 1 
thence. form a commendable idé ef dis, r 
tions. elle ä 

And firſt of all I will begin 


to ſpeak "a 
herein i 3 
gave orders to meaſure the ſize of the wo 
at Hieroſolyma, and. ro ſee Whether t * 
be made larger. And being informed 1 
ſize, and that there would be no di 


ngular defire of the king to honout God vi 1 | 
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But it will not be 


Book XII. 


jn making it bigger 
ke it five tim 
ing, if 2 did ſo, it would be unfit 


agreeable to ſight, but alſo uſeful) and 


only former table was not made 


reflecting that the 

ſo ſcanty. 

to make it a b 

but more excellent in variety 

for any thing, acute in new inventions and diſ- 
coveries, and 
and wonderful arts. He not only deſigned 
ſereral things without any catving upon them, 
which he ordered the workmen to perform, 
but alſo gave them plans of thoſe things which 
were to be adorned with the ſculpture and 
imagery of living forms. 

The workmen, being ordered to go about 
the table, made it in length two cubits and an 
half, and one in breadth, and in height one and 
an half, of ſolid gold, and made a border of 
an hand's breadth round about it, and a crown 
thereto round about, and placed to three ſides 
of it rings turned, through which paſſed a 
wonderful pile of carved work, reſembling a 
rope beautifully wreathed. As it was trian- 

gular, ſo all the corners had an equal diſtance 
from one another, and however it was moved, 
the fame ſight {till allured the eyes. The 
lower part of the border upon the table was 
neatly engraved, but the outſide part excelled 
in curious workmanſhip, and was placed fuller 
to view: So that the projection, or jetting 
out of both parts, was very ſharp and point- 
ed, and none of the corners, whereof there 
were three, as we have above obſerved, when 
the table was carried about, appeared diſpro- 
portionate. And they ſet gems in gold in an 
alternate order quite round the holes through 
which the carved ropes paſſed. But about the 
= ſides of the border, which appeared moſt to 
view, were precious {tones cut in an oval ſhape, 


| table were repreſented branches of twigs. 
= Under theſe ovals were curiouſly engraven a 
crown of all manner of fruits, according to 
their natures, for there were ſeen grapes hang- 
ing, corn growing, and pomegranates inter- 


i;  {perſed amongſt them. And they made the 
wil WW ſtones, which repreſented the different kinds of 
an fruits, of the ſame colour with them, and ſer 
tnt them in gold upon the table. Under the crown 
oe hey alſo engraved another row of ovals, like 
„ads the former, and another row of twigs : So 
e 0 that both ſides of the table appeared with the 
el lame variety and beauty of workmanſhip : And 
a Þoth the crown and rings, and every part of 
; [nl the table, was uniform, and no difference ſeen 
„ WI *broughout the whole; but the ſame curioſity 
aß ght be obſerved from the ſurface to the feet. 
ris or they laid a golden plate of four fingers 
breadth upon that part of the table where it 
cak as broadeſt, and carried it down to the bot- 5 
ein > where they ſer the feer upon it, which 
. or hey faſtened with golden hinges to the table 
E the crown: And by this means, which 


1 ſoever the table was turned, the ſame 
agnificence and richneſs, of workmanſhip con- 


| No. Ppeared. There was alſo engraven 


of the dntiquizits of the Jews: | 


larger; but apprehend- 
r ſervice, 

is | f ke his gifts not upe aces 
(for his intentions were to make his g br albert 155 > ol. * 
ral others of different kinds, very valuabl , 
for the want of gold, he reſolved not and which, mankind, for the excelleney of 
of larger dimenſions than the firſt, 
and richneſs of 


workmanſhip. For Ptolemy, had a genius fit 


adapted to find out extraordinary 


cubit. 


for the ſake of ornament, and all round the 


7 
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upqu the top of the table à winding river, in 


the midſt whereof were ſet precious ſtones, 
. which . diffuſed a radiant, colour, like ſtars, : 
upon the faces of the beholders, ſuch as the | 


their natures, . greatly endeavour to procttre. 
Near the river was curiouſly 0, Ian and 
drawn along certain lines refembling ropes, 
in the middle of which was a ſpace left in 
the ſhape of a lozenge, wherein were fixed 
a chryſtal and an amber ſtone, which, by the 
oppoſition of their colours, afforded an agree- 
able ſurprize to the ſpectators fight, | he 
chapiters of the feer imitated lillies, the leaves 
of which hung beneath the table, and the white 
ſtalks appeared upright. The caſes ot che feet 
were made of carbuncle of an hand*s breadth, 
and wrought into an hollow of eight fingers 
breadth, upon which the plate of the feet 
reſted. And they made every foot to be 
adorned with the moſt curious foliage of ivy, 
palm, and vine- branches, and ſo exceeding] 
beautiful, that they ſeemed to be entirely na- 
tural ; and were ſo fine and curious, that the 
ſmalleſt breath of wind moved them ; and 
they appeared much more likely to be the 
production of nature, than of art. The fi- 
gure of the whole table was triangular, but 
the parts were ſo curiouſly fixed together, 
that the eye could not diſcern the joining. 
The thickneſs of the table was full half a 
And in this manner was this table 
made by the king's liberality, repreſenting 
in a very lively manner the works of nature, 
by an admirable imitation of ſculpture, of vaſt 
expence, and great variety. Ptolemy was the 
deſigner of it, and if it did not exceed the 
firſt table dedicated to God in largeneſs, yet 
it certainly excelled it in art, workmanſhip, 
and ornament, and was in the whole much 
more beautiful. | 7 | 
There were alſo two golden goblets, adorn- 
ed with curious engraving of ſcales of fiſhes, 
from their bottoms to their rims, and inter- 


ſperſed with ſeveral ſtones; and above theſe 


was repreſented a meander of one cubir in 


height, compoſed of different ſtones of exceed- 
ing luſtre and beauty. Next to this was en- 
graved a repreſentation of twigs ; and next, 
in the likeneſs of lozenges, at the very brims, 
was carved ſome curious net-work. But in 
the middle they had engraven che figures of 


ſhields, out of ſtones of tour fingers in thick- 
. neſs, and had left nothing undone to render 


the work complete and beautiful. Ihe rims 
of the goblets were ſurrounded with the fo- 
liage of lillies, flowers, and the leaves and 
tendrils of vines. And thus were the golden 


cups made, containing each nine gallons, ac- 


cording to the foregoing deſcription. But the 
ſilver goblets in brightneſs excelled any look- 
ing-glals ; tor any perſon might ſee the figure 
of himſelf more clearly in them. Beſides theſe, 


the King ordered thirty phials & be caft in 
gold, and adorned with precious ſtones, and to 


engraven with fine imagery of ivy, and 


vine- branches. In the workmanſhip of theſe 


ſeveral preſents, the skill of the artiſts was 
Z 2 2 wonderfully 
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get and Jiberality* was more viſibly ſeen, 


«4 


werkmen gave them; for he not only ſupplied him to provide all manner of neceſſa 


res 5 1 Io SES in I 
Pup Þ Jene vs 
wdhdetfitly® Uifplayed 7 yer che king's vaſt \' Vicanor, the perſon appointed to 

us and Jiberality* was more v. 1, ſtrangers who came to the kin 
ot by him” they” obtained the perfection the to him Dorotbeus, the caterer, 


4M 


Book XII 

, entertain 7 
8 3 Court, called 
and ordered 
ry provi« 


then. with Al the necefaries for compleating”? fions ; for the king himſelf had commanded ic 


them, but alſo, laying aſide the adminiſtration 
of the public affairs tor a while, he continued 
Ffonally preſetit amon 


x 


ploy 


nary diligence and diſpatch. © 
2 The aboveſaid preſents were ſent by Ptolo- 


my to. Hieroſohhma, to Eleazar, who having 
received them, honourably entertained the per- 
ſons who brought them; and having loaded 
them with preſents to be carried to the king, 
diſmiſſed them. As ſoon as they were come 
to Alexandria, Ptolomy was acquainted ' with 
their arrival, and the coming alfo of the ſe- 
venty interpreters, and immediately ſent for 
his ambaſſadors Andreas and Ariſtæus; who, 
preſenting themſelves before him, delivered 
the letter which the high-prieſt had ſent, and 
told him every thing he enquired ' of them. 
Ptolomy, deſirous to ſpeak with the elders who- 
were come from Hieroſblyma to tranſlate their 
laws, ordered all the other perſons, who were 
then upon buſineſs with him, to be diſmiſſed; 
an action contrary to his uſual practice. The 
interpreters, five days after their arrival, had 
their audience of him; but the ambaſladors 
within one month. When he had diſmiſſed all 
other company, he waited for the perſons ſent 
by Eleazar. But as ſoon as the elders were 
admitted, they delivered to the king the pre- 
ſents which the .high-prieft had ſent, and the 
roll of parchment, wherein were written the 
laws in golden characters, upon which he asked 
ſeveral queſtions about them. But when they 
opened the cover, and ſhewed him the inſide, 
he ſtood for ſome time in admiration at the 
thinnels of the leaves, and the bad condition 
they were in: After which he returned them 
thanks, he told them, for their coming; but 
was more obliged to him who had ſent them; 
and infinitely more. to God, whoſe laws then 

were. Upon this the elders, and the perſons 
in company wich them, with one voice una- 


nimoully prayed, that every thing might ſuc- 


ceed. profperouſly with the king, who, full of 


joy hereat, burit out into tears. For it is 
"often feen, that the gteateſt joy, and the great- 
eſt forrow, produce the ſame effects. After- 
wards, he ordered the books to be given into 


the Cuſtody ot thöſe whoſe buſineſs it was to 
keep them, and then embracing the elders, he 

> them, it was but juſtice” he ſhould firſt 
talk with them of the affair he had ſent to 


them for, and then adviſe with them about it. 
He alſo promiſed to make the day wherein they 


came to him very remarkable; for as long as 
he lived it thonld be annually kept ſacred: 


For the day of their arrival he aid happened 


to be the day wherein he had conquered An- 
tigouus in a ſea engagement. Upon which ac- 
count he ordered them to be entertained as his 


gueſts, and be treated in the moſt ſumptuous 
manner, eyen under the triumphal arch. 


| t them,” and examined 
every performance all the time they were em- 
ed in it. And this made the workmen, -. 
ig the King fo very buſy and careful in the 
k, ſit to their work with” more than ordi- 


diſcoveries, he had effectually learnt the ofice 
and duty of a king; upon which he command. 


them, and deputed perſons to take care 0 
Demetrius, taking them along with him, peſſed 
over the H . 
ſea near the Pharos, and croſſed over 


. L. 1 . . . ; + | p 
them into an houſe ſtanding near the 9% 


reaſon of irs ſolitude, where he deſired tben 


alide the adminiſtratiom to be done. Now in every city, Where gif. 
ferent method of eating was uſed : 


perſons appointed to' this end, en * 
was to entertain ſtrangers after the cuſtom o 
their own country, whereby they might eat 
with more pleaſure, and not be offended with. 


any ftrange cuſtom. And in this manner were 


the elders treated; Dorot hens, who was- well 


skilled in the method of cooking, being ap. 
pointed to provide their proviſions. Por he 
himſelf,” by order of the king, got ready from 
time to time their entertainment, and pre- 
pared two tables for them for Ptolomy com. 
manded one half of them to be ſeated near 
him, and the other half at a table behind 
him, omitting nothing that might conduce to 
their being honourably entertained. After 
they were fat down, the king commanded Do- 
rotheus to let them eat after the ſame cuſtom 
which all thoſe who came out of Judea uſed: 
and diſcharging all the ſacred heralds, and 
other perſons whoſe 'buifineſs it was to ſay 
grace, he deſired one of the ſtrangers, named 
Eliſſens, and a prieſt, to ſay grace.” Where. 
upon he ſtood up in the middle, and wiſhed 
all health to the King and his fabje&s. After 
which all, with a joyful acclamation, ſhouted 
aloud, and then began to partake of the en- 
tertainment. And the king, after a convenient 
pauſe, began to ask every one ſome queſtions 
in natural philoſophy. And finding that they 
gave him very judicious and learned anſues 
to all the queſtions he propoſed to them, he 
was ſo delighted with their converſatighp that 
during twelve days he entertained them 1 
the ſame manner. And they, who are dal 
to know what were the ſeveral queſtions pto- 
ounded, may find them el in Ariſteus, 
who wrote a book of them. e 
Now not only the king was ſurprized at 
their wiſdom, but even Menelemus the phi- 
loſopher was forced to own, that a providence 
governed and directed all things, and that from 
thence they derived their force and energy 
of reaſoning. However, a ſudden period ws 
put to any more 'enquiries of this nature, 
The king for his part confeſſed, that by that 
coming he had received the greateſt aſſiſtance; 
for by the advantage he had reaped from tber 


ed three talents to be beſtowed. upon each 0! 


their entertainment. Three days after this, 


eptaſtadion, a ridge of ſand in the 


bridge, when turning to the northward, he K 


very proper for ſtudy and contemplatiol 
after they had got all things ready for * 
rying on the tranſlation of the Laws, vi 
about the work. In compliance with this 


queſt, they ſet themſelves with the utmo , 


l lic 


« 15 
: - 
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_—— 


lication and care to int 


partook of the proviſions appointed for them. 


Beſides, Dorot heus gave them a large allowance 


of the other things which the king had ordered 
chem. And every morning they went to the 
alace to pay their compliments to Ptolomy, 


und then returned back; but firſt they waſhed | 


their hands in the ſea, and purified themſelves, 
which done, they went again to tranſlate. 
And after the laws were tranſcribed, and the 
labour of tranſlating was finiſhed in the 87 
of ſeventy two days, Demetrius aſſembled all 
the Fews into the place where the laws had 
been tranſlated, and in the preſence of the 
interpreters, read them over to them. The 
whole multitude commended the elders, who 
had interpreted the laws, and highly approv d 
Demetrins's method, which had done them fo 
ſignal a ſervice: They petitioned him to give 
a licence to their governors to read the laws ; 
and all of them, as yell the prieſt and elders 
of the interpreters, as the chief governors of 
the ſtate, deſired, that ſince the tranſlation was 
juſt, it might remain ſo without any alteration: 
And this requeſt being by all approved, they 
ordered next, that if any one perceived any 
thing in the tranſlation, of the laws, either 
ſuperfluous or too much curtailed, that ſuch 
places might be again inſpected, corrected, and 
rendered more intelligible ; which was an act 
of much wiſdom, and done with a deſign, 
that when the work was once thoroughly re- 


Xe; - 


_ viſcd and perfectly compleated, it might for 
euer remain fo. = 


' The king ſeeing hir deſign ſo happily con- 


cluded, was extremely glad; but his greateſt 


admiration was, when he heard the laws read 


over to him, farther he ſtood ' aſtoniſhed at 
the genius and wiſdom of the law-giver. 
Whercypon he began to diſcourſe with De- 
metrius upon the reaſon why none of the hiſ- 


torians or poets had made any mention of 


him, when his laws were fo uſeful and excel- 
lent. To this Demetrius returned anſwer, 
becauſe none were able to come up with him 
for an holy and ſanctified life, or to copy af- 
ter ſo divine a law as this was; and that 
many, for even attempting it, had been pu- 
niſhed by God himſelf, And he further ac- 
quainted him that Theopompus, for attempting 


erpret them, wherein 


; he day 
tinued until the ninth hour of th ay, 
N eaſed and refreſhed themſelves, and 
prayers, wh 
of his mad 
that he was to be tormented fo, for endeavour- 


to write ſomething in imitation of Moy/es's 
law, had been diſturbed in his mind for the 


ſpace of thirty days; but upon an intermiſſion 
of his diſeaſe, he pacified God by feryent 


on. be: ieee 1p, he the av as 
eam 


nels ; for he had ſeen in à dr 


ing to meddle with divine things, and divulge 
them amongſt the vulgar. - But upon his leqy- 
ing off his attempt, his ſenfes'were' reſtop?d 
to him. Demetrius alſo told him of (a) Theo- 
dleltes the tragic- poet, who (ucoording to re- 
port) preſuming to mention, in one of his plays, 
{ome of the incidents in the ſacred books, was 
ſeized with a ſoreneſs in his eyes; but upon 
his finding out the cauſe,” and imploring the 
pardon of God, recovered from his illneſs. 
The king having received from Deinetrius 
the aboveſaid books, paid great reſpec to 
them, and ordered diligent care to be taken 
of them, that they might be preſerved entire. 
And he exhorted the interpreters to come of- 
ten from Judea to ſee him, for he would 
make their journey advantageous to them, not 
only by the honours he would confer upon them, 
bur alſo by the preſents he would give them. 
But he told them, if they thought proper, they 
might now return home; but if at any time 
they happened to come to ſee him àfterwards 
on their own accord, he would perform his pro- 
miſe to them, in every reſpect becoming their 
wifdom and his liberality, After this he diſ- 
miſſed them, as ſoon as he had beſtowed upon 
each three rich ſuits of cloaths, two talents of 
gold, and a goblet weighing one talent, and a 
table carpet. And theſe were the preſents he 
gave them: But he ſent by them to Eleazar 
the high-prieſt, a preſent of ten beds with ſil- 
ver feet, and their furniture, a goblet weighing 
thirty talents, and alſo ten gatments, a purple 
robe, a*rich crown, and an hundred'ells of fine 


ry 


muſlin ; and alſo Phials, plates, cups, and two 
goblets, for the uſe of the temple. And he 


begged the high- prieſt, in a letter he ſent him, 
to permit any of the elders: to return to him, 
if they were deſirous ſo to do; becauſe he de- 
lighted in the diſcoutſe' of perſons of their 
knowledge and judgment, and it would be the 
greateſt pleaſure to him in the world, to be- 


ſtow his riches upon ſueh men. And thus did 


Ptolomy Philadelphys reverence and honour thy 


WS, 


1 * 


| (a) Theode@;z5 was a Tragic Poet, and is mentioned by Ariſtotle in his Art of Poetry, 
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How the Kings of Afia 
22 alſo were (a) honoured by 


T HE 

the Kings of Alia, becauſe they had 
fought under them: For Seleucus (v) Nicator 
made them free of all the cities which he built 
in Alfa and lower Syria, and of Antioch the ca- 
pital city of his kingdom, putting them upon 
the ſame footing with the Macedonians and 
Greeks placed there : Which privileges they 
enjoy to this day. As for example; the Fews 
refuſing to uſe any other (c) oil than their own, 
received a certain ſum of money from the 


managers of the N or ſports, to de- 
fray the charge of buying ſome: And when 


the people of Antioch in the next war en- 
deavoured to abrogate the cuſtom, Mucianus 
(who was then governor of Hria) oppoſed 
them, and retained it. And afterwards when 
Veſpaſſan and his ſon Titus held the empire 
of the world, the people of Alexandria and 
Antioch petitioned thoſe emperors to deprive 
them of their right of freedom, but they re- 
fuſed it. Hence the great juſtice and mag- 
nanimity of the Romans, eſpecially Jeſpaſian 
and Titus, may eaſily be obſeryed, who, not- 
withſtanding the many labours they ſuſtained 
in fighting againſt the Jews, and the anger 
they conceived againſt them, at their refuſing 
to ſurrender themſelves, and perſiſting in 
their reſiſtance to the laſt extremity, would 
not upon any account ſuffer their aboveſaid 
right to be taken away, but rejected all the 
Intreaties, both of the people of Alexandria and 
Antioch, at the time they had pretence enough 
to have complied with them: Nay, they 
would not condeſcend to ſhew the leaſt leſſen- 
ing of their eſteem and kindneſs for the Fews, 
or entertain, or give way to any hatred of 
a people they had beſieged, but repreſented 
that thoſe who had oppoſed their power, and 
reſiſted their government, had been ſufficiently 
puniſhed ; bur ir was great injuſtice to deprive 
thoſe who were innocent, of their juſt rights 
and privileges. 

And we are very ſenſible that Marcus 
Agrippa was alſo well affected to the Jews - 
For when the Tonians, who were at enmity with 
the few, petitioned Agrippa, that they alone 


honoured the Jewiſh Nation, and made them Denizens of 1 bo 
Cities which they built. . eee 3 ts, 


Not long after, Antiochus overthrew $copas in 
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ſame gods with them, which affair was referr'g 
to a judicial determination, the Feryg ob 
rained a decree to practice their own lays 
and obſerve their former cuſtoms, under the 
patronage of Nicholas Damaſcenus : For Fi 
grippa declared that he could make no Lek 
vation. But if any perſon has a mind to be 
more exactly informed of theſe matters, let 
him conſult the hundred and twenty third 
and the hundred and twenty fourth books gf 
the hiſtory of Nicholas Damaſcenus. But 4. 
grippa's decree is not at all to be wonder'd at 

tor at that time our nation was at peace with 
the Romans. But Veſpaſian and Titus's gent- 
rofity is deſervedly to be admired ; for after ſo 
many engagements, which both of them had 

with the Jews, their benevolence and huma. 
nity to them were not in the leaſt diminiſheq, 
Bur we will now reſume the thread of our hi. 
ſtory, and trace it from the place from whence 
we have made this digreſſion. 

When Antiochus the Great, reign'd in %, 
not only the Jes, (their country being laid 
waſte) but alſo the inhabitants of Cxlo-Hria, 
endured many hardſhips, and were ſorely op- 
preſſed. For in his war againſt Prolomy (d) Ei 
pator, and his ſon, ſirnamed Epiphanes, they 
were reduced to this miſerable caſe, that if he 
got the better, they were to be afflicted, 
and if he loſt the day, they were to ſuffer 
the ſame misfortune ; ſo that they were hot 
unlike a ſhip in a tempeſt, ſurrounded and 
daſhed on every ſide with waves; for they 
were placed in the. middle of Azticchus's 
good and bad fortune. But Pfolomy was 
beaten, and upon that Antiochus ſeized upon 
Fudea. Some time after this, Philopator died, 
and his ſon ſent a great army under the com- 
mand of Scopas his general, againſt the inba- 
bitants of Cxlo-Syria, who took many of thelt © 
Cities, and reduced our nation to his obedience. 


an engagement near the ſprings of ord, 
wherein he deſtroyed the greateſt part of 8 
army. But Antiochns afterwards taking the ci. 
ties in Cælo-Hria, which Scopas had before wo 
and alſo Samaria, the eus voluntarily ft. 


might enjoy the privileges of freemen of the rendered themſelves, and admitted him into 
city, which Antioc hus, the nephew of Seleucus, the city, and not only ſapplied his whole 
the ſame perſon whom the Greeks call God, army and Elephants with all manner 
had given them, and demanded that the Fews, proviſions and neceſſaries, but alſo gave jun 


if they were their kindred, might worſhtp the great aſſiſtance in beſieging the garriſon left bf 


(a) In the Book marked N. C. and entitled Prolemaicon, there are theſe Words: After the Death of Pi 
© Jadelpbus, Ptelomy firnamed Euergetes ſucceeded him in the Kingdom: And after Fleazar, his UF 
* Manaſſes enjoyed the Office of High-Prieft : After the Death of Menace, Onias the Son of Simon the 1 

© was High- Prieſt: Now this Si non was the Brother of Ekazar : And after the Death of Onias, that 3/%, 
* nity devolved upon Simon, then a Child. Now all this Time the F-wiſþ Nation was honoure® # 
(b) Some write it Nicanor. (c) It was cuſtomary with the Greeks to beſtow Oil in the Dedication * m 
Gymnafia, (Places appointed for Sports and Exerciſes) which Practice Nero followed, as is witnefſed b) yr i 
in the 14th Book of Annals. And that Year Nero inſtituted the Gymnaſium, and gave Oil, orc.) Ad x B 
Suetonius, in the Life of Nero, 1peaks of the ſame Thing. (4) He is conſtantly called Philapatol, exc 3 
in this Paſſage. ; Spd 


: 


Bock XII. of the Antiphities of the Jes. 279 


in the tower at Hieroſolyma. Upon this, 
pore ir but common Juſtice," to- 
reward the forwardneſs and liberality of 3 
do towards him, and therefore he wrote a 
A ro his officers and friends, wherein 
he mentioned the Jews, and how much he 
was obliged to them, and ſignified at the end 
the prefents he had reſolved to make them. 
1 will here add a copy of his letter, as ſoon 
as 1 have recited what Polybius the Megalops- 
„tan hath wrote to confirm my words. For 
in the ſixteenth book of his hiſtory he thus 
writes : Scopas the general of Ptolomy's forces, 
_ chin; againſt the higher countries, in the 
_ ..;;;.” time ſubdued the nation of the Jews. 
Aud in the ſame book he ſays, That, after 
Atiochus had defeated Scopas, he retook Bata- 
nza, and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadar ; and 
the Jews who dwelt about the temple at Hiero- 
ſolyma ſurrender'd themſelves. Of which temple 
be have ſeveral things to ſay, and of the pre- 
= /:»:ce of (rod in it, but muſt defer them to ano- 
= 7: time. Thus far Polybius in his hiſtory. 
And we will continue our hiſtory as ſoon as 
vo have copied the letters of Antiochus. 


King Antiochus to Ptozomy, Greeting . 


I7 HE R FE AS the eus, as ſoon as we 
+4 entered upon their frontiers, gave us an 
open demonſtration of their zeal for our ſervice, 
azad magnificently received us into their city, 
and came forth with their magiſtrates to com- 
bpliment us on our march, and ſupplied our army 
an elephants with all needful proviſions, and 
_ vc 5 their aſſiſtance in our laying ſiege to the 
11/0 of the gyptians. Now we have thought 
., in conſideration of theſe ſeveral ſervices, to 
reward them, to repair their city, now in a 


. 


| = iſerable condition by its calamities, accidental 
ves to mankind; and people it with its natives, 


o rcalling into it all the diſperſed Jews. And 


eebrating their religion, and performing their 

9c r/ices, with ſheep, and wine, and bil, and 
—_ knee, to the value of twenty thouſand 
2/5 of ſlver, and ſix ſacred Attabas of wheat; 


e. one thouſand four hundred and ſeventy 
nete of barley, and three hundred and ſe 
1, eh /, buſhels of ſalt. And theſe J rom 
bes to be given them, in obedienceto my de- 


ee. And alſo, that the repairs of the temple, 
the portico's, and all other things neceſ- 
0 be done, be carried on with expedition. 
7 "tis my will that the materials be brought 
—_  Judza, and other countries, and Libanus; 
et no tribute be collected in my name for 
e. Aud the ſame command 1 likewiſe 
_ / epd of the more rich furniture of the 
%. But let every man of the Jewiſh na- 
e according to the preſcription of his 
in's laus, and let the counti of he elders, 
eis, and the ſcribes of the temple, and 
mo ſacred fingers, be not only exempted from 


IL ad- crown, but from all other kinds of tribute. 
_ the end that Hierorolyma may the 


bk - per be peopled, I grant to all thoſe who 
p :nhabit it, and to thoſe who ſhall remove 


* until the month Hyperberetæus, to 


% Vall ue have decreed to ſupply them, for 


live tax-free for three years: And we furthe” 
remit unto them from that time the third part 
HF their tributes, to make retaliation for their 
ſufferings. And weorder all thoſe, together with 


their children, to be diſmiſſed and ſet at liberty, 


and their poſſeſſions to be reſtored them who 
are now actually in ſervitude, and diftant from 
their native country. 


And theſe were the contents of his letter. 
He beſides publiſhed proclamations through- 
out his kingdom in Venda of the temple, 
which were to this effect: Let no foreigner 
ce preſume to enter within the inner court of 


ce the temple, which is even prohibited the Fews | 


«© themſelves, unleſs firſt purified according to 
« the cuſtom of their country. Neither let 
ce any mares, or mules,; or afſes, whether wild 
ce or tame, or panthers; or foxes, or hares, or 
ce any other beaſt's fleſh forbidden amongſt the 
« Fews, be carried within the = Nei- 
« ther let any of their skins, nor ſuffer any 
cc ſuch beaſts to be kept alive therein; but 
ce let them be at full liberty to perform the 
&« ſacrifices accuſtomed to be offered by their 
ce anceſtors, and by which God ought to be 
e pacified. And it any act contradictory to 
ce this command, let him pay as a fine fot 
ce ſuch tranſgreſſion, three thouſand filver 
ce qdrachms.” And alſo in another letter he 
wrote, he gave a full teſtimony of our piety 
and fidelity, when he had received inrelligence 
of ſome new commotions being raiſed in J). 
dia and Phrygia, being himſelt then in the 
upper provinces of Per/a. In this letter he 
commanded his general Zeuxis, who was his 
intimate friend; to ſend ſome of our nation from 


Babylon into Phrygia. The letter was written 
to this effect: | 


King Antiochus to Zeuxis my general, 
Greeting : 


1 F you are in health; *tis well, and I too am 

in health. As ſoon as I came to hear that 
Some where endeavouring to make innocations in 
Lydia and Phrygia, I made it my endeavour to 
put a ſtop thereto. And to this end I conſulted 
with my friends, what was neceſſary to be done ; 


and the reſult of it was a deſign of tranſlating 


but of Meſopotamia and Babylonia twothouſand 
families of the Jews, with their houſboulds, and 
puting them into the caſtles and moſt neceſſary 
Places: For I take them to be friendly guardians 
of our affairs, both on account of their piety to- 
wards God, and the great teftimony of their fide= 
lity which they gave my anceſtors, and their 
forwardneſs to fans them in every thing they 
required of them, Wherefore J am reſolved to 
give them a mark 1 my friendſhip; and ſuffer them 
to live conformably to their own laws: But as 
ſoon as you have ſent for them into the places I 
have before ſpecified, I would have you allow 
them a ſpot of ground to build them habitations 
in, and land to cultivate. I would have you 
row them liberty to plant vineyards, and al- 
ow them the fruits of the earth tax-free for the 
ſpace M ten years. And until they can re- 
Cerve the fruits of the earth, let them have 
Aa a a | corn 
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corn meaſured to them gratis, for the maimte- 
nance of their families; and let them have as 
many ſlaves to ſerve them, as are neceſſary to 
their being kindly uſed by me, whereby they may 


full attach themſelves more ſtrongly to our in- 


tereſt, And make it your endeavour, as much 


Book XII 
as you can, that their nation recei | 
of injury from any one. Wa #0 Wann, 


And thus much is ſufficient to pregce.. 
cerning the mutal friendſhip ſubliſting be Con. 
Antiochus the Great, and the Fews, Ween 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Treaty concluded between Antiochus and Ptolomy, and of Onias's »a; | 
1 Ptolomy Euergetes. How Joſeph, having re-eſtabliſhed 2 . 
into an Alliance with him: And of the other Tranſactions of him, and bir d 


Hyrcanus. 


UT afterwaads Antiochus concluded a 
D treaty of friendſhip with Ptolomy, and 
ave him in marriage his daughter Cleopatra, 
and beſtowed as a portion with her both 
Celo-Syria, and Samaria, and Fudea, and 
Phznicia. And the two kings having made 


a diviſion of the tributes between them, farm- 


ed them out to the principal men of each 
country, for certain ſums of money which they 
were conſtantly obliged to pay them. At this 
time the Samaritans, being puffed up with their 
proſperity, committed ſeveral injurious acts 
againſt the Jews, ſuch as ravaging their lands, 
and taking many of them away by force. 
Now theſe things happened under Onias the 
bigh-prieſt: For Eleazar dying, Manaſſes his 
uncle ſucceeded him in the prieſthood: After 
whoſe deceaſe, Onias the ſon of Simon, ſir- 
named the Fuft, enjoyed that honour. Which 
Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I have 
before obſerved. This Onias was of a very 


ſordid diſpoſition, and an immoderate lover of 


money: Whereupon he reiuſed ro pay the 
tribute due from the people to the king, 
which his anceſtors had been accuſtomed to do, 
namely, an hundred talents of ſilver. This 
refuſalexaſperated king Ptolomy Euergetes, who 
was the father of Ph:lopator. Upon this, he 
ſent an ambaſſador to Hieroſolyma, and repri- 
manded Onias for not paying the tribute, and 
threatn'd to divide his country, unleſs he 
complied, and ſend a colony of ſoldiers in- 
to it, "Theſe menaces of the king coming to 
the ears of the eus, very much terrified them: 
But Onias, governed only by his avaricious 
temper, did not regard them. : 

But Foſeph, a young man, but famed at 
Hierc/olyma for his gravity, and prudence, and 
Tuſtice, whoſe father's name was Tobias, and 
mother, the ſiſter of Oxias the high-prieſt, 
learning from his mother the coming of the 
ambaſſador, (who then reſided in a certain vil- 
lage named Phic bola, to which he himſelf be- 
longed,) went into the city, and reprimanded 
Onias tor the little regard he ſhewed for his 
countrymen's ſafety, and his deſigns to in- 
volve his nation in troubles, by refuſing to 
pay that money, by means of which, he told 
him, he had not only obtained the government 
over the people, but alſo the ſacerdotal digni- 
ty: But, it he was ſo covetous of money, 

t for its ſake he could behold his coun- 
try in danger, and his countrymen ſuffer every 
indignity, yet he perſuaided him to go to the 


king, and intreat him to remit hi 

at leaſt, ſome part of the tribute. yr. f 
this remonſtrance returning anſwer, that s 
was not at all deſirous of the leaſt ſhare ; 
the goverment, and ſaying, he was _ 
if it could be done, to lay down the pril. 
hood, but not to go to the king, for he 
did not care for him; Zo/eph then replied 2nd 
asked him, if he would permit him to unde 
take a public embaſſy to Prolomy in behalf g 
his nation: Ouias telling him, that he was 1g 
againſt it; Foſeph immediately went up to 


the temple, where aſſembling the people, he $00 


exhorted them not to be uneaſy, or terrifed 
about any thing, becauſe his uncle Onias hu 
ſhewn ſo great a diſregard of them: But pry 
ed them to baniſh from their minds all mane 


of ſorrow upon that account ; for he promiſe " p 
them to undertake an embaſſy to the king, ad 
uſe his utmoſt intereſt with him to prevent lis AN 
committing any hoſtilities againſt them, Ti: 
people, having heard theſe things from 7:44, 
returned him their acknowledgements, Ani 


+ 


as ſoon as he deſcended from the temple, t- 
entertained Prolomy's ambaſſador, and loaded AN 
him with many rich preſents, and for ſever RG 
days honourably treated him at his houſe, a 
before him, fg 


then ſent him to the ki 
ing, he would preſently follow after. fu 


Foſeph was the more inclined to go to ti: 
King, becauſe the ambaſſador had inſpired hu 
courage, and confirmed his hopes, by 


wit 
ſtrong invitation to go into Ægypt, and a pb , 


miſe to obtain from Prolomy any thing "ll 


deſired. For the ambaſſador was very mul 


taken with Foſeph's liberality, and grave u 


lage. | = 

hen the ambaſſador came into , YH 
acquainted the king with the fordid ding 
fition of Ozias and by many tokens ſhea 
him Jo/eph's goodneſs ; and told him, tut 


1 


was coming to intercede for his counting 
diſobedience ; for he was their ruler. 
ambaſlador extolled the young man wich F 
extraordinary praiſes, that both the king "Wl 
his conſort Cleopatra, were brought 0” 
his intereſt before they ſaw him. No 
ſeph, after he had ſent into Samarid id 
row money of his friends, and "ol 
ceſſary preparations for his journey, * "ny 
chaſed garments, goblets, and afles, o 
lue of twenty thouſand drachms, e 
to Alexandria. And it fell out at thus 77 
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o purchaſe the TOUR A For he 
| Ily ſold them to the moſt powertu 
= of ee city. Theſe perſons, ſeeing 
Foſephon the road, rediculed him for his poor 
retinue, and beggarly appearance: But when 
he came to Alexandria, and heard there that 
the king was at Memphis, he went up thither 
to meet him. The king, with his queen, and 
Athenion his friend, were ſiting in a chariot. 


cians came t 


ima, whom Foſeph had ſo honourably enter- 
ined; who, ſeeing Joſeph, immediately told 
the king, ſaying, This is he of whom 1 ſpoke 
to you at my return from Hieroſolyma, what 
a good, generous, and iberal young man he WAS. 
Upon hearing this, Prolomy ſaluted him, and 
begged him to come up into his chariot : And 
when Joſeph was ſeated, began to expoſtulate 
about | what Ouias had done. Whereupon 
Foſeph ſaid, But pardon, Sir his age, which 
2ill one time come upon you: For it is ap- 
parent, that old men and children do not much 
= 9%i/agrce : You ſball then have all deference paid 
don by young men like myſelf, and ſhall have no 
= occa/on to complain. The king pleaſed with 
= thc gentile addreſs, and manly behaviour of 
the young man, as it he had had a long ac- 
= quaintance with him, began fo highly to ad- 
BE mirc him, that he intreated him to dwell in 
his palace, and be his conſtant gueſt. But 
= when the princes of Syria and Phenicia ſaw 
of Pech ſitting in the chariot of the king, as 
be returned to Alexandria, they were extreme- 
9 Ld̃iſſatisfied. 
When the day came for ſelling the tributes 
of the cities, thoſe who were the moſt power- 
i; ul in their reſpective country were admitted 


}, purchaſers. But when the taxes upon Culo- 
ot ria, and Phænicia, and Fudea, with Sama- 
i SS, where ſaid to amount to eight thouſand 


eents, 570% ph ſtept up, and accuſed the pur- 


aſers of combining together to give ſo little 
che king for the tributes; and promiſed him 
give double the ſum, and to ſend him all 
u e goods of thoſe perſons, who rebelled a- 
tei iaſt his family, for they were included in 
dune (ale of the taxes. The king willingly 


encd to this propoſal of Fo/eph, and told 
. he would grant him the ſale of the 
s, as to one who could enlarge and aug- 
En: his revenues; but asked him, if he was 
edo find bondſmen for his ſecurity. To 


om, pleaſed at this ſmart reply, granted 
the tolls without any ſureties at all. 
ch did not a little diſpleaſe thoſe who 
> come from the cities in Ægypt, as 
dound themſelves made his inferiors : 
every one of them, not without much 
1 Pot, returned into their reſpective 
9 vn Tries, | 
2 having received from the king two 
= of the infantry, (for he had peti- 
d the King for aſſiſtance, to make him able 
pel thoſe to their duty, who ſhould offer 


Atheniou was the ambaſſador ſent to Hieroſo- 


to diſobey him, in any of the cities under his 
juriſdiction) and borrowing at Alexandria of 
the king's friends five hundred talents, tra- 
yelled into Syria. But when he came to 
Aſcalon, he demanded tribute of the Aſcalo- 
rites, who not only refuſed to pay any, but 
very diſhonourably treated him. hereupon 
he apprehended about twenty of their principal 
men, and put them to death, and levied a tax 
out of their goods, which, amounting to one 
thouſand talents, he ſent to the king, and ac- 
quainted him with what he had done. Ptolomy 
admiring his reſolution, not only approved what 
he had done, but gave him full authority to 
act as he ſhould think fit. This news coming 
to the knowledge of the Syrians, they were 
terrified at it, and ſetting before their eyes 
the citizens of Aſcalon, who had been put to 
death for their diſobedience, voluntarily open- 
ed their gates and admitted Foſeph, and paid 
him the tribute. But the Scythopolitans, little 
regarding what had been acted at Aſcalon, 
and reproaching him, and refuſing to pay the 


tribute money, he likewiſe apprehended their 


principal men, and put them to death, and ſent 
their confiſcated eſtates to the king. But 
having acquired for himſelf a great deal of 
money, and made a vaſt advantage of the fale 
of the ſeveral tributes, he applied his - riches 
to the eſtabliſhment of the power he had ob- 
tained; judiciouſly conſidering with himſelf, 
that it would be a laudable action, if he could 
make his preſent felicity firmly depend upon 
his own acquiſitions. He therefore, privately 
ſent ſeveral valuable preſents both to the 
king, and his queen Cleopatra, and to their 
friends, and to all the powerful men in the 
king's palace, obtaining by this method their 
intereſt and favour. 

In this happy condition Fo/eph lived two. 
and twenty years, and had ſeven children b 
one wife; and one ſon, named Hyrcanus, by the 


daughter of his brother Solymius, whom he mar- 


ried on the following account : On a certain 
time he went with his brother to Alexandria, 
(who carried with him his daughter, then mar- 
riageable, with a deſign to join her in mar- 
riage with ſome noble Few,) where being at 
ſupper with the king, a very beautiful dancer 
came 1n, upon whom he caſt his eyes, and could 
not forbear loving her: He immediately told 
his brother his paſſion, and begged him, in 
regard it was prohibited the 7 by their 
law, to lie with a woman not of their nation, 
to conceal his crime, and aſſiſt him all he could 
to ſatisfy his deſires. The brother promiſed 
he would be his faithful ſervant in the affair, 
and adorning his own daughter, carried her in 
the night time to him, and laid her in his bed. 
Foſeph was in liquor, when he went to bed, 
and conſequently knew nothing of the deceit; 
he lay with his brother's daughter, and the 
oftner he did ſo, the more he was inflamed : 
For he confeſſed to his brother, that his love 
for the dancer would endanger his life, if the 
king refuſed to give him her. The brother 
hearing this, begged him not to be too anxious 
or ſolicitous about it, and told him he might 
enjoy the woman he loved, and make her 
his wife; and then he opened to him what he 

| | had 
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had done, he declared that he was much more 
willing his own daughter ſhould be injured, 
than he would ſuffer him to bring himſelf un- 
der the diſhonour he aimed at. Joſep? highly 
commending his brother's generoſity, married 
his daughter, and begar a ſon upon her, named 
Hyrcanus, as we have already mentioned, He 
was the youngeſt of all his ſons, and when 
but thirteen years of age diſcovered a very 
magnanimous ſpirit and excellent genius, which 
raiſed a jealouſy amongſt his other brothers, 
who envied him the ſuperiority given him. 
Foſeph was deſirous to learn which of them 
all was of the beſt diſpoſition, and had 
the greateſt natural inclination to virtue. To 
this end he placed all of them under maſters 
the moſt famed for their learning, and excel- 
lent method of inſtructing. But every one 
of them, except Hyrcanus, through a natural 
fluggiſhneſs and averſion to labour, returned 
home wholly void of learning and knowledge. 
Some time after this, Foſeph ſent Hyrcanus the 

oungeſt, a two days journey into the deſart, 
with three hundred yoke ot oxen to plough 
the.gronnd, but had privately concealed the 
reins to join them, When Hyrcanus came 
to the place appointed, and perceived he had 

no reins, he rejected the advice of the drivers, 
who perſuaided him to fend back ſome perſons 
fo his father to fetch ſome, and thought he 
ought not to looſe ſo much time, as the men 
would take up in going. To prevent which, 
he formed a ſcheme very well contrived, and 
ſuitable to a perſon of elder years and more 
Experience : For killing ten yokes of the oxen, 
he diſtributed the fleſh among the labourers, 
and cutting the hides into thongs he tied them 
to the other oxen; and having in this manner 


ploughed the ground, and performed the com- 


mands of his father, he returned to him. The 
father, at his return was extremely well pleaſed 
at his preſence of mind, and great reſolution ; 
and highly commending him, as well for his 
ready attempt of ſo bold on action, as his 
quick inventing it, he preſerved a more than 


ordinary affection for him, as being his law- 
fully begotten ſon, which the other brothers, 


could not help obſerving, though with the 
greateſt envy and diſcontent. 

Joſeph about this time hearing that a ſon 
was born to Pto/omy, and that all the principal 
men of Syria; and the countries about were 
making vaſt preparations to go to Alexandria, 
and celebrate the child's birth- day, asked his 
ſons (he himſelf being through old age unable 
to undertake the journey) which of them was 
deſirous to go to the king. The elder bro- 
ther refuſing it, and ſaying they were too home- 
bred to appear amongſt ſuch a company, and 
adviſing him to ſend their brother Hyreanus 
thither, he joytully liſtened ro their ſneering 
advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him, 
if he was prepared to go to the king. Hyr- 
canus affured him he would go with the great- 
eſt joy and willingneſs, and told him he want- 
ed bur very little money, for he lived very 
ſparingly, and that ten thouſand drachms would 

efray his expences. This ſpeech made the 
father admire his moderation, And a little 
while after, Hyrcanus adviſed his father, not 


Fravivus Jo S EPHUS 
to ſend by him any manner of 
give him a letter to his banker 
to ſupply bim with money, wherewith 
purchaſe there any thing he found 


and excellent in its kind. The father deſipni 
© 


to expend ten talents in the preſents he 


Book XII 
reſents. ' b. 
8 ee n 


he could 
beautiful 


ved to ſend the king, commended his IT 
b ˖ 


the prudent advice he had given hi 
to Arion his banker, in r date 
ceived all his money and effects there am ug 
1ng to three thouſand talents, For Fol; 1 
mitted the money to him colleQeq i 9 
to Alexandria, and the day coming, whe. 
tribute money was to be paid to the Min 
wrote to Aron to do it. Hrcanus 2 
petitioned his father for this letter, and fog 
ed it, he ſet forward, in his journey een 
Alexandria: But while he was travellin he 
ther, his brothers wrote a letter to 4 . 
king's friends to kill him. & thn: 
As ſoon as he was come to Alexandria, 16 MY 
gave the letter to Arion, who asked him ho . 
many talents he wanted, (for he hoped he F 
would have demanded only ten, or ſomethin 
more:) Hyrcanus told him he wanted a tho, 
ſand, Upon this, Arion reproved him for 1 
exorbitant demand, and remonſtrated to him, 
how his father with a great deal of labour and 
ſelf-denial had acquired his wealth, and ad. 
moniſhed him to imitate his example, Ang 
told him at the ſame time, that he would not 
let him have any more than ten talents, and 
thoſe to be laid out in preſents for the kin, 
Hyrcanus enraged hereat, threw Axion into 
priſon. Hereupon Arion's wife made this a. WY 
fair known to Cleopatra, and defired thut 
Hyrcanus's arrogance might be chaſtiſed, (fir 
Arion was 1n great eſteem with her.) She ac- 
cordingly acquainted the king with it; ard 
Ptolomy hereupon ſent meſſengers to Hjrcanus, 
to tell him that he very much wondered, why 
he, who had been ſent ambaſſador by his f- 
ther, had not only delayed appearing before 
him, but had put his banker in chains: And 
therefore commanded him to come and 2 
qua int him, what was the reaſon that had i- 
duced him to commit ſuch an action. Aﬀet 
he had given the king's meſſenger his anſve, 
it is reported that he Rid, he was ſenſible th 
the king himſelf had a law which forbad ff 
own ſon to taſte of the ſacrifice before he hi 
entered the temple, and facrificed to Ci 
And that it was upon the ſame account hel 
not yet appeared before him, becauſe he wil 
to bring him preſents ſuitable to the deg" Bil 
of ſo deſerving a father as his was. Ac 
what related to his ſervant, he ſaid, he 1 8 
for the ſame reaſon puniſhed him, becauſe if E 
diſobeyed his commgnd : For in reſpe& 0! "2 
; : ms 
bedience to their commands, there was a 
difference between a private perſon anda l 
and if we were not to puniſh our ſervan's "Bp 
their diſobedience, you yourſelf mult e 
in time to be diſpiſed by ſubſer 
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your owl A 
the king hearing, thefe words, laughed, 
highly admired the young man's courage: mn 

Arion at laſt, finding that the king 59 ny 
inclined to favour Hyrcanus, and that 1 
pleaded his cauſe or brought him 11 1 
gave him the thouſand talents, and * 1 
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| A5fharged out of priſon ; and three 
4 5 — Fhrcanus complimented the nun 
and queen, who received and entertained him 
courteouſſy, on account of his farher's _ 
Afterwards he made a private bargain with 
ſome merchants, and bought of them 'one er 
dred young men, well verſed in learning, anc 
of forward ſpirits, for a talent each, and the 
FLAY ſame number of young women at the ſame 
. price. But ſome time after he was invited 
by the king to an entertainment, in company 
with the principal men of the country, where- 
at he was placed in the loweſt ſear, being diſ- 
regarded on account of his youth by thoſe 

| whoſe buſineſs it was to aflign the gueſts 
their ſeveral places according to their dignity : 
And when thoſe who far at table had placed 
all the bones of the victuals (as ſoon as they 
had picked the fleſh from them) in a heap 
before Hyrcanus, ſo that the part of the ta- 
die before him was quite crouded with them, 
9p on, who was appointed the king's jeſter, 
do divert him with facetious and ſharp repar- 
tees at his entertainments, being asked for that 
very purpoſe, to hint ſomething about the 
bones when he ſtood before the king: Do you 
ſee, ſaid he, my Lord, what an heap of bones 
lays before Hyrcanus ? From thence you may 
conclude that his father hath ſtript all Syria 
as clean as he hath done them of their fleſh. 


This ſpeech of 7ryphon made the king burſt 
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; W fon why ſuch a number of bores: laid before 
him. Do not be ſurprized at it, ſaid. hq, my Lord, 
Hor it is the nature of degs-to devour the bones 


be gneſts) have done, becauſe not a bone ts to be 
.eu before them; but it is the part of men, 
—_—_ /::” they have eaten the fleſp, to preſerve the 
ones for the dogs, which I, who ain a man, 
_ bc done. The king, aſtoniſhed at the cloſeneſs 
and ſmartneſs of his repartee, commanded all 


AE preſent to applaud his ingenious anſwer.” On 
* 8 Ys b_ — 5 0 

the next day, when all the king's friends and 
officers of his palace were aſſembled, he com- 


f the ſervants what kind 


of preſefits their 
Pirth-day? And upon their; telling him that 
Wore, according to their dignity and riches, 


ee pretended before every one of them to 
e very much concerned, that he was unable 


1 o beſtow ſuch preſents ; for he ſaid, he had 


of the Antiquilierf the Jews, 


out into a laughter, and ask Hyrcanns the tea- 


WT ich be Heißt, as tele (looking carnel ly nen 


plimented cach of them, but enquired of ſome gtatulatory letter, to this effect.: 
x. nn maſters werg to g1VC the King On his ſon's 


ome would preſent twelve talents, others 
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7 


281 


vants of the King, for fear of any danger from 
them; for his brothers had written to them to 
aſſaſſinate him. But Prolomy admiring the ad- 
dreſs of the young man, bid him ask for any 
thing he deſitr d, and he would give it him. 
However, he asked for nothing more, than 
that he would be pleaſed to write in his behalf 
to his father and brothers. The king having 
thus: very honourably entertained him, and 
loaded. him with many rich preſents, and 
wrote to his father, and to his brothers, and 
to their. officers in his behalf, diſmiſſed him. 
His brothers having heard of the favours the 
king had beſtowed on Hyrcanus, and that he 
was returning with great honour, . went to 
meet him on the road. with a deſign to kill 
him, with the conſent. of their father: For 
being highly incenſed at him for confuming 
all his money upon preſents, he was leſs foh- 
citous about his life. Nevertheleſs he diſſem- 
bled his anger againft his ſon for fear of 
the king. The brothers engaging Hyrcanus, 
he not only flew many of: their ſervants, bur 
alſo two of them, the reſt withdrew to Hie- 
roſolhma to their father. But Hyrcanus going 
to the city, and finding none willing to receive 
him, he began to be apprehenſive of danger, 
and withdrew himſelt beyond the river Fordan, 
where, compelling the Barbarians to pay him 


tribute, he fixed his habitation amongſt 


them. 

About this time Seleucus, firnamed the S- 
viour, the ſon of Antiochns:the Great, reigned 
in Aa, and Foſeph, the father of Hyrcagus, 
died, who. was not only 2 very good. and va- 
hane man, but alſo remark ble for extricating 
the Fewiſh nation out of a poor and mean 
condition, and raiſing them to a ſtate of great 
pomp and Reher and for twenty years farm- 
ing the' tributes of Synia, Phenicia, and har 
taatrig., And at this time alſo his uncle Onias 
died, his fon Sino ſucceeding him in the prieſt- 
hood,” who alſo dying, his ſon Onias enjoyed 
that dignity, to whom Arius, king of the La- 
cedemonians ; ſent his ambaſſadors, and a con- 
nn nennt e 
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Aridi, king of the Laceuemoniuns, to Ons, 


1.4 
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VCC 
E bave accidentally. found a certain auri- 
ting, in which we ohſerve that the Jews 
ans the Lacedemonians are kindred to each 
other. and both deſcended from the 


© above five talents to give away. When Abram. For which reaſon it is but Juſtice, 
MY he ſervants heard this, they went and ac-! /znce you ure our brethren, to inform us, if you 
oainted their maſters therewith, who were 


ad to think that HEyrcauus would be reproach- 


1 the day was come, 
EF * more liberal than ordinary, gave a ſum 
* e hundred talents: But Hyrcanus gave 
—ndrd young men, and the hundred young 
men, each a talent, and preſented the form- 
o thc king, but the latter to quęc 


", 


Want our aſſiſtance in any thing For we will 


= n | willingly comply with your d 
bor his niggardneſs, and turn the king's fä- 2 ee Ke ST ee 


er from him by his poor preſent. As ſobpn 
£9 ſome who were reckon- 
of 
the 


nd eſteem what belongs to you as ours in ſome 
4 — and what belongs to us Shall be made 
common among you. Damoteles, who brings our 
letty, has alſo our commands. The writing is 
of, a\{(quare figure, and the ſeal repreſents an 
eagle graſping a dragon. 


(LLIEET rn ; [3 MIS 
queen, Cleor'; And" theſe were the contents of the letter 


2 7. 

Fx j i AY. 2 was W de 1 which, king of the Lacedemonians ſent. 
'_ 1 3 18 magnificent and ue fer, che death of Joſeph, a diſſention 

7 1 b ent: An elides, he diſtribu- aroſe amongſt the people on account of his 
_ ents amongſt the friends and ſer= ſons. For the elder brothers proclaiming war 
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againſt Hyrcanus, who was the youngeſt, the 
multitude divided themſelves, and the greater 
part eſpouſed the cauſe of the elder, and a- 
mongſt them Simon, the high-prieſt, on account 
of his nearneſs of relation to them. Hyrcanus 
obſerving theſe proceedings, durſt not after- 
wards return to Hieroſolh ma; but having pro- 
cured a ſeat to himſelf on the other fide of 
Jordan, he engaged the Arabians, many of 
whom he put to the fword, and many he took 

riſoners. And he built a ftrong caſtle, raiſed 
from the very foundation to the cieling with 
white marble, which he adorned on the out- 
ſide with the ſculpture of the figures of ani- 
mals of an enormous ſize, and encloſed it with 
a wide and deep mote. And the prominent 
part of the rock of the oppoſite mountain he 
ordered to be dug into the ſhape of caverns of 
ſeveral furlongs in length, ſome whereof he 
formed into chambers for entertainments, o- 
thers for taking repoſe in, and ſome again he 
made for performing the neceſſary actions of 
life in. Beſides, he made aquedutts which 
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made no wider than was ſufficient to adm. 
e at a time; and this he did _— = 
r his ſafety, leſt at any time being beſictes 
by his brothers, he ſhould have the ill "kg 
of ** into their hands. And he ere“ 
very ſpacious courts, which he beautified , 
— — gardens; and after he . _= 
manner put a finiſhing hand to his builgi he 
called it (a) Tyre. Now this is ſituatef be 
tween Arabia and Judea, on the other fide of 
the river Jordan, not far from Eſeboniyj, 
And Fhrcanus ruled this tract of land dur; 
ſeven years, being all the reign of Seſeucus i 
Syria, after whoſe deceaſe, 5 brother 4 
chus ſirnamed Epiphanes, obtain'd the kingdom 
And about this time died Ptolomy, king of 
A gypt, who was alſo named Epiphanes, leg. 
ing behind him two ſons very young, the elder 
ot whom was called Philometor, but the your. 
ger Phyſcon. But Hyrcanus, ſeeing the gten 
power of Antiochns, and apprehending he would 
take and puniſh him for the injuries he had doe 


the Arabians, killed himſelf with his oy 


ereQeg 


conveyed water in great plenty, and proved hands; upon which Antioc hus ſeized upon al 


of great uſe and ornament to his court. And his eſtates, Ne 
the doors leading into the ſeveral caverns, he Ba 
S. 


How Antiochus, while the Jews were at Variance amongſt themſelves about the Pri. 
hood, led an Army againſt Hieroſolyma; and having taken the City, rifled the Ian. 
ple, and committed ſeveral Hoſtilities againſt the Jews. How many Jews dean 
rom the Inſtitutions and Laws of their Country, and the Samaritans, following th: 
Cuſtoms of the Greeks, called the Temple of God, built in Garizim, the Temple of 
Jupiter Hellenius. ha 


what relates to him we will ſpeak of in its 
proper place. But the king deprived 7%, 
who was the brother of Ouias, of the high-prieſt- 
hood, being incenfed at him, and beſtowed the 


ON IAS, the high-prieſt, (5) dying about 
OL this time, the king gave the high-prieſthood 
to his brother 7Je/us; tor the fon which Onias 
had left behind him, was but a child; but 


(a) As ſeveral Places in Judea were called Rama, from the Aſcent of their Situation; fo in like Mamet 
were many named Tyre, from the rocky and mountainous Ground whereon they were built. Hudſon. () Ou 
Author's Account is widely different from this in his Book of the Empire of Reaſon, and he. differs from the 
Writer of the Maccabees, to whom I refer the Reader in the 4th of 2 Macc. ver. ), and 10. Theodoret u 
Daniel, p. 683, ſpeaks of this Matter thus: Aſterwards Orias, the High-prieſt, was preaadmouiſh ol 
the Rebellion of his Sons Feſus, Faſon, Onias, and Menelaus: For {ſon firſt ran to Antiochus, and fp 
« planted his Brother in the Prieſthood ; but Menelaus ſanding Gold and rich Preſents to Antiochus, Proc 
to himſelf the Prieſthood again, and excluded Jaſon. I ſhall here inſert the Genealogy of the High-pricl 
in Onias's Family. | | | | 55 | | 


Onias 
} 
Simon o Fuſt 
Dnias 


Simo 


| 


| Onias . Jeſus 
Ne 


Onias 
4 called called 
' Onias Faſon Menelaus, 


who erected a Temple in Apr. 


>; 
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a bis youngeſt brother named Omas ; 
as wag mad 5 ſons, who were all of 
them afterwards high-prieſts, as we have men- 
tioned above. And Feſ#s changed his name 
to that of Jaſon, and Onias to that of 1 
Jans. Upon which a ſedition aroſe between 11 
former high-prieſt Feſus, and Menelaus, who 
became afterwards the high-prieſt ; and the 
people dividing themſelves, part of them in- 
clined to the intereſt of Menelaus, but the 

: majority eſpouſed the cauſe of Jaſon, who 
DD proving unable to ſuſtain the force of their 
= :dverſaries, immediately went ro Antiochus, 
and repreſented to him that they were deſirous 
= to relinquiſh the laws of their own country; 
and practice the royal cuſtoms, wholly giving 
themſelves up to the inſtitutions of the Greeks. 
| Whereupon they petitioned him to give them 
leave to ere& a (a) Gymnaſium at Hieroſolyma z 
which being granted them, they concealed the 
circumciſion of their genitals, that even when 
they were naked, they might be took for Gre- 
cians. And having wholly relinquiſhed all 
other cuſtoms of their country, they imitated 
the actions of other nations. 3 

Now Antiochus finding the affairs of his 
kingdom ſucceed to his wiſh, formed a deſign 
of making an expedition into Agypt, being 
moved with an ambition to ſeize upon it, 
and little regarding Pto/omy's ſons, who were 
very weak, and unable to govern it: With 
this view he led a great army to Peliuium, and 
having circumvented Ptolomy Philometor by 
ſtratagem, he ſeized upon Agypt, and thence 
marching to Memphis, took it alſo : He after- 
wards went to Alexandria, deſigning to beſiege 


it, and reduce Ptolomy, who at that time 


reigned in it, to his obedience. But he not 
only met with a warm repulſe from the inha- 
bitants of Alexandria, but was driven out of 
all Zgypt ; the Romans at the ſame time 
threatening war againſt him, if he did not 
ceaſe his hoſtilities againſt that country, which 


of. But we ſhall now mention in a particular 
manner the actions of this king, who ſeized 


have in the former (+) book of tranſactions; 


WS thought it neceſſary now to treat them in 4 
more accu ate and extenſive manner. 2 
King Ant ioc hus, fearing the Roman power, 


againſt Hiero/o/yma, into which he entered in 
ue one hundred and forty third year, from the 
_ nc the deſcendants of SeJeucus began to reign, 
and took che place without ſtriking a blow, 
ble men of his faction opening the gates to 
bim. As foon as he was maſter of the town, 
be killed ſeveral of the oppoſite party, and 
(ber he had violently ſeized upon a rich booty 
ot money, he returned to Antioch, dg. 
». 1 After two years were "elapſed, in the one 
hundred and forty fifth year of the reign of 
1 the family of Seleucus, on the five and twentieth 


: 8 the Wars of the 


rem, the xith, ver. 3 5, 36. 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


we have before, and ſhall in another place, ſpeak 


upon Fudea and the temple: For ſeeing we 


only ſummarily taken notice of them, I haye 


returned out of Ægypt, and marched his army 


4 * PLOT PPE TPSSE> ti © | SEL ETHE EL 
. (a) A Place wherein Men contended all naked. See Mace. 
Jews, which was written before the Ant 
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day of the month, by our nation called Chaſleu, 
and by the Macedonians, Apellæus, in the one 
hundred and fifty third O/ympiad, king Antio- 
chus with a numerous army marched up to 
Hieroſolyma, and through pretence of offering 
peace, ſeized upon the city by artifice. His 
deſire of riches made him not ſpare even thoſe 
perſons who had opened the gates to him, and 
received him into the town, but led by his 
avaricious temper (for he had obſerved a great 
quantity of money in the temple, and ſeveral 
valuable and rich offerings hanging in it) he 
ſtuck not to violate the treaty he had conclu- 
ded with them; and, rifling the temple, he not 
only carried away the holy veſſels dedicated to 


the ſervice of God, but alſo the golden candle- 


ſticks, and the golden table, and the golden 
altar, and the incenſe pots. But his ſacrilege 
did not ſtop here; for he alſo ſtript the tem- 
ple of the fine linnen and purple veils, and all 


the rich ornaments, and took away all the 


money he could find hidden there, not ſpa- 
ring any thing that was valuable or precious, 
ſo that the Jews were extremely dejected and 
concerned, And he alſo prohibited the Fews 
from offering their daily ſacrifices, which they 
had perform'd in obedience to the law ; and 
having plundered all the city, he killed ſe- 


veral of the inhabitants, and carried away 


others with their wives and children into cap- 
tivity, amounting to ten thouſand priſoners. 
He alſo burnt the moſt beautiful places of 
the city, and having pulled down the walls, 
he built a tower in the lower city, raiſing it 
to a vaſt height, and making it to overlook 
the temple : Belides, he . ſurrounded it with 
ſtrong walls and ramparts, and placed a garri- 
ſon of Macedonians in it, many of whom being 
fellows of mean principles, injuriouſly treated 
the 7eus, and offered many hoſtilities to the 
citizens. Moreover king Antiochus, having 
erected an altar upon the place where the 
golden one ſtood, killed ſwine upon it; in 
this action, neither offering up a ſacrifice a- 
greeable to the law, or conformable to the 
Jewiſh worſhip. And he compelled them, after 


the worſhip of their own God was laid aſide, 


to pay adoration to thoſe whom he eſteemed 
deities, and after he had\erected altars to them 
in every village and town, to offer ſwine to 
them. He beſides commanded them, under a 
ſevere puniſhment, not to circumciſe their ſous, 
and conſtituted ovetſeers. to ſee his orders 
obeyed by the people. Hereupon many of the 

ews, ſome: voluntarily, others through fear 
of the puniſhment, obeyed the king's com- 
mands; but the more powerful and generous 
fort. of them gave no manner of regard to 
them, but preferred the laws of their country 
to the fear of the puniſhment threatened againſt 
offenders. This behaviour occaſioned their de- 


ſtruction; for e 5, ne daily to troubles, 


and undergoing the mo 

in that cruel manner died. For being inhu- 

manly beaten with (c) ſticks and their bodies 
nens 17 e112 N 113100 oe 3 


1 2 


Lace Ji. 14, "EFT (4)-Meaning his firſt Book of 
Iqulities. (e) This Paſſage ſeems to relate to 


mangled, 


heavy torments, they 
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© be pleaſed to order Apollonius the ſu 12 


mangled, while life remained in them they were 
faſtened to croſſes; but the women and children 
who were circumciſed, were by the king's or- 
der ſtrangled, and hung to the necks ot their 
crucified fathers. And if in any place the ſa- 
cred book and law were found, they were im- 
mediately deſtroyed, and the perſons with whom 
they were ſo found, as if they had been wicked 
men, were cruelly murthered, | 

The Samaritans ſeeing the Fews reduced to 
theſe fatal extremities, would no longer own 
themſelves their relations, or allow that the tem- 
ple on Garizim belong'd to the High God, as 
they had before confeſſed, herein verifying 
their true character, which we have mentioned 
above, and repreſenting that they were colo- 
nies of the Medes and Perfans, and deſcended 
from them. To this end they fent ambaſla- 
dors to Antiochus, with a letter to the tollow- 
ing effect: + 


20 king Antiochus the illuſtrious god, the 
Sidonians #nhabitins Sikim, ſend thus, 
Greeting : : 


HEREAS our anceſtors who fol- 

lowed an antient ſuperſtition, for 
the many calamities and peſtilences which 
fell upon their country, enacted a law to 
obſerve that day, by the Fews called their 
ſabbath; and to that end having erected a, 
temple without a name on mount Garizim, 
they offer d up ſolemn facrifices according to 
cuſtom. Now at the time you were pleaſed 
to treat the Fewws, as their malicious behaviour 
deſerved, your officers thinking us, becauſe 
of our conſanguinity, to be partiſans with 
them, charge us with the like male- practice: 
Whereas we are originally Sidonians, as we 
can plainly make appear from our public re- 
cords : Upon which ground we petition you, 
our benefactor and ſaviour, that you would 
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CHAP. VI. 


How Antiochus, probibiting the Jews from the Exerciſe of their Country's Laws, wit 
diſobeyed by Mattathias, the Great Grand-ſon of Afamonzus, who afterwards in 
an Engagement defeated Antiochus's General. Of the Death of Mattathias, and 


the Succeſſion of Judah. 


BOU'T the fame time dwelt in Modim, 
a village of Judea, a certain perſon na- 
med Mattathias, the ſon of John, the ſon of 
Simeon, the ſon of Aamonæius, a prieſt of the 
order of Foarib, an Hięraſolymite. This perſon 
had five ſons, v/z. ohn ſirnamed Gaddes, 


and Simon called Matt hes, and Judas ſtiled 


Maccabæus, and Eleazar entitled Auran, and 
Fonathas denominated Apphus. Now this 


Mattat hias, in company with his ſons, lamented 
the miſerable condition of the Fewiſp affairs, 


the ſacking of the city, the rifling of the tem- 


5 
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© Hellenius.” 


Book XII 


intendant of our country, and Micano- 
attorney-general, not to give us an e 
diſturbance for the future, as if ve meg 
actually accomplices with the Jews "wg 
whom we differ ſo much both in moralz 
original. And we beſeech you, thar _ 
would ſuffer our temple, which as Ae 
diſtingniſhed by no name at all, to be di 
fied by the title of the temple of FI 
Hellenius - Which being granted us, we Nan 
have reſt from our troubles, and the happineg 
to carry on our ſeveral deſigns without a 
apprehenſions of fear; whereby we ſhall be 
in a condition to pay you a more conſiderable 
tribute.“ 


Upon this petition of the Samaritans, tie 
king in his turn ſent the following letter ůũ m 
Nic anor. | ; 1 


King Antiochus to NVicanor. 


c HE Sidonians inhabiting Sin ltaving 
c offered their petition to us, we hav. Ml 

< ſent it encloſed herein: And the ambaſz. Wl 
* dors, whom they have ſent, have repreſentey 
© to us In a council held with our friends, that 
* thecrimes for which the Fews ſtand accuſed 
no ways concern them, but that they are de 
© {irous to live according to the Greek cuſtoms, 
© Wherefore we not only abſolve them from 
the crime they are accuſed of, but are wiling 
their temple, on account of their petition, 
© ſhould be dignified with the name of Jupiter 


. . RA 


The ſame letter he wrote to Apollonius, the 
ſuperintendant of Judea, in the (a) fix and 
fortieth year, on the eighteenth day of the 
wonth Hecatambreon. ON 


ple, and the calamities of his countrymen ; ani 
id, it was far more glorious to die in defends 
of their country's laws, than to live with f 
much diſhonour. b. 1 
be perſons conſtituted by the king to 
blige the Jews to obey his commands com 
to MAodim, and ordering the inhabitants 4 
preſent to ſacrifice as the king had comma 
ed, and asking Matt athias, who: wi 7 ppt 
remarkable both for the glory: be had 765 Fo 
chaſed by ſeveral great actions, and alſo fu 5 
copious learning, and iſſue of children, I 


(a) In the Six and Fortieth Year, but I cannot comprehend from what Ara this Account is brought: 40 2 


Top- vaillant, in his Hiſtory of the Syrian Kings, p. 180, ſays, the Samaritans received an Anſwer te thel F 


Hecatombreon, or Fuly. 


tition, fent to Autiochus not in the 46th Year (according to Foſephys) but in the 146th, and on the 


1 


imſelf the foremoſt in ſacrificing, for the 
en le follow his example, and he 
would obtain by ſuch an action the entire 
favour of the king, were anſwered by him, 
chat he would on no condition at all commit 
ſuch an action, nor, if all the other nations 


obeyed Antioc hus's commands, whether through 


fear, or complacency, ſuffer himſelf and his 


{ons to pay obedience ſo far to his edifts as to 


relinquiſh the true worſhip of his country: 
When he had done ſpeaking, a Few in the 


Goht of all preſent ſtept up, and ſacrificed, | 
Ee dlng to the king's order. Matrathids bes © 


holding this, was filled with rage, and he and 
his ſons ruſhivg upon him with-theit ſwords in 


their hands, cut off his head at the altar, and 
ſlew Apelles the prefect, who had forced him 


to facrifice, with ſome few ſoldiers; and 
then pulling down the altar, he raiſed his 
voice aloud, and ſaid, They who are true 
« lovers of God, and the laws of their coun- 
© try, let them follow me.” Having ſpoke 
thus, he withdrew with his ſons into the deſart, 
leaving all his effects in the city behind him. 
Many following his example, ſſed with their 
wives aud children into the wilderneſs, and 
dwelt in caves, But the news hereof coming 
to the king's officers, they took all, the ſoldiers 
garriſoned in the tower at Hieroſo/yma, and 
purſued the Fews into the deſart; where, 
coming up with them, they. firſt endeavoured 
= to perſuade them to repent of their deſigns, 
and not force them to commit - hoſtilities. a- 
gainſt them. But this remonſtrance proving 
WW incfeCtual, and on the contrary, their reſolu- 


5 „ 


is, whereby it was evident all of them 
aud be maſſacred, and cut to pieces, with- 
es much as returning one blow, Hau- 


gp (a) That is, the Law concerning: 
WT + fi Oblerrance of the Sab 
SEM 
. and better received tha 


8 
2 


0. 27. 


the Sabbath, for the Danger of one's Life takes 
ath, Can tacitæ exceptiones pleviſquè in unt legibu⸗ nulla eſt aut 7 
22 ulla eft ant 'receptior 
uam ea que fluit ex neceſſitate, that is, fince in moſt 25 or 


n that which. proceeds from Neceſſity. Grotius upon 1 


ing ſpoke thus, his words ſoon gained him 
many adherents; and the cuſtom has till now 
remained in out nation, to fight, on any pteſ- 
ſing occaſion, upon the ſabbath. Maitat bias 
having collected a conſiderable number of 
forces, not only threw down the altars, but 
ſlew the revolters, as many as he could appre- 
hend (for ſeveral through fear of him were 
diſperſed among the bordering nations, ) and 
commanded the youth who were not circum- 
ciſed, to undergo that operation, driving away 
thoſe perſons who had been appointed to pro- 
hibit Ir. 

After he had in this manner governed the 
Fews one year, he fell into an indiſpoſition ; 
whereupon calling his ſors to him, he ſpoke 
to them as they ſtood round in this manner: 
My ſons, I am now going to perform that 
journey which every man muſt one time or 
© other: undertake. But before I depart, I 
© recommend to you the advice I am going 
© to give you, which I earneſtly beſeech you 
© to preferve in mind, and bear a ſacred re- 
© ſpect to the laſt deſire of your father: It is, 
That you would inviolably conform your- 
« ſelves to your country's laws and inttitu- 
tions, and endeavour to preſerve the eſta- 
© bliſhed form of government, which is now 
reduced to the laſt extremity, not yielding 
© to the remonſtrances of thoſe, who either 


through fear or hopes of their own eaſe, ſuffer 


© it to be betrayed into the hands of your 
enemies; but as you are my ſons, ſhew your- 


i ſelves worthy ot your father, and riſe fo 


much ſuperior either to compulſion or ne- 
* ceſlity, being conſtantly: ready, if the caſe 
requires it, to die in defence of your law, 
thinking that God, if he beholds you per- 
formiog ſo glorious an action, will not neg- 
© left you for it, but eſteeming your courage, 
© will reſtore you to your loſt privileges, 
* and reward you with liberty, that you may 
without any hindrance or interruption enjoy 
the cuſtoms of your country. It is true, 
© your bodies are trail, and ſubject to diſſo- 
© lution,;, but by the performance of brave 
actions, you are rewarded with immortal fame, 
k and it is with this hope that I would ' fivive 
to animate; you to glory, and | encourage 
your ſouls to noble ade without fear of 
danger or death. But above all, I exhorr 
vou to preſerve a ſtrict union amonꝑſt ycur- 
ſelves, and if any one of you happen toi be- 
diſtioguiſhed by any qxtraordinary:qualifica-" 
tion let their becho differetce on that ac- 
*- cquntz; but eachſof you att; undiſturbed ac- 
cordiag to the:cbefl of liis power. But 
7 let me adviſe yu to honur Hm your 
* brother, who is the: moſt remarkable for 
his prudence, as you Would me your father, 
and conſtantly pay obedience to His com- 


's 


* -Mands. | Let Maccadæus; diſtinguiſned for 


* Big valour and ſtrengtli, be: your leader in 
the wars you undettake, for he will en- 


away, the Obligation 


aws there are 'tacit Exceptions, none is 
Macc. chap. ii. ver. 41. 


Cece: deavour 
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and reſtore the 


286 


deayour to revenge the injuries of your coun- 
trymen, and the hoſtilities of your enemies. 
And my laſt deſire is, that you would gain 
on your ſide men of probity and religion, by 
which means your itrength will receive a con- 
ſiderable encreaſe.* . 
Having delivered himſelf thus to his ſons, 
and prayed God to give them his aſſiſtance, 
people to their antient cuſtom 
of living, he ſoon after died, and was buried 


CHAP. VII. 


How Judas Maccabzus defeated the Armies of Apollonius and Seron, whom be lil] 
in battle; and not long after, having overcome Lyſias and Gorgias, he wen 
to Hieroſolyma, and purified the Temple. "MOI | 


APOLLONIUS, the governor of Sa- 
maria, coming to hear of theſe tranſ- 
actions, raiſed an army, and marched againſt 
Judas, who met, and in an engagement o- 
verthrew him, and flew many of the enemy, 
(among whom was Apollonzus the general, 
whoſe' {word he wreſted from him, and af- 
terwards conſtantly 'uſed it himſelf ;) and 
wounded ſeveral others, and took a vaſt 
ſpoil out of their camp, But Seron, pre- 
fect of Cxlo- Syria, underſtanding ſeveral were 
joined with Judas, and apprehending he had 
forces ſufficient to hazard a battle with him, 
reſolved to march againſt him, as thinking it 
his duty to puniſh rigorouſly thoſe who had 
diſobeyed the king's commands. Wich this 
view, having collected all the forces at hand, 
to which ſeveral fugitive Fews, and others of 
ruined fortunes, had: joined themſelves, he 
marched» againſt Fudas, and coming near Be- 
thoron, a village of Fudea, he there encamp- 
ed. Judas poſted himſelf over againſt him, 
with a reſolution to engage; but perceiving 
his men, who were few in number, and hungry, 
(having that day fafted) not chearfully enough 
inclined to an engagement, he endeavoured to 
inſpire them with courage by repreſenting, 
That victory did not conſiſt in vaſt num- 
© bers of ſoldiers, but in an holy dependance 
upon God, which might be demonſtrated 
© from ſeveral; examples of their anceſtors,” 
who fighting in defence. of their laws and 
children, many times ſlew ſeveral thouſands 
« of their enemies: For to do no manner of 
injury, is the ſtrongeſt motive to act vigo- 
© rouſly:; when unjuſtly oppoſed.— Having 
thus ſaid, he exhorted them not to be ter- 
ried at the multitude of their enemies, but 
boldly engage dvron. lu conſequence of this 
remonſtrance, Fadas attacked him, and put 
the Syrians to flight: For as ſoon as their 
ral was flain, all of them immediately 
betook themſelves to a haſty flight, as if their 
entire hopes of ſafety had depended on him 
alone. Judas purſued the enemy to the very 
camp, and killed eight hundred of them, the 
reſt eſcaping into the places near the ſea 
F S no a | 
King Antioc hus, hearing of theſe commotions, 
was violently enraged, and raiſing all his forces, 
and taking out of the ſeveral iſlands ſubje& 


chearfully joined themſelves to him, 


Book XII 
in Modim. But after the le had m, 
their loſs of him, his fon Jae, Aae 
took upon him the adminiſtration of fas. er 
the one hundred and forty ſixth * 


ea 1 
the aſſiſtance of his brothers, aud other Pith 


, Who 
he not 


only drove his enemies out of the country, bt 


put to the ſword all his own coun | 
violated the laws, and purged the 10 Nin 
from all manner of abomination, © * 


5 up 


to him a great number of mercenaries, reſol. 
ved in the beginning of the ſpring to make 21 
inroad into Fades But having giving ten 
a year s pay, and perceiving his treaſury que WY 
exhauſted, and his great want of money (the 5 
ſeditious temper of the natives laying obſtacles Ml 
in the way, that all the tributes could not be 
collected, and himſelf being a prince of e.. 
tended views, prodigiouly liberal, and unſatil. RG 
fied with his acquilitions,) he concluded firs WE 
of all to march into Per/ia, and collect tie 
tribute of that country. With this view hay. 
ing left one Lyſſas his regent, in his abſence, 
a perſon of great authority under him, having 
under his juriſdiction all the provinces reach- 
ing from the river Euphrates, as far as the 
frontiers of AÆgypt and the lower Aja, d 
a conſiderable body of his forces and «le- 
phants, he commanded him, until he returned, 
to have a watchful eye over his ſon Antiochus, 
and as ſoon as he had overthrown Fugea, and 
carried the inhabitants into captivity, he gare 
him expreſs orders to deſtroy Hieroſohna, and 
extirpate the nation of the Hebrews, This 
done, Antiochus departed for Perjia in the 
one hundred and forty ſeventh year, and hat 
ing paſſed the Euphrates, he marched up ind 
R 
No Ly/as ſelecting, for the performance 
of this undertaking, Prolomy, the fon of D- 
rymenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, perſos 
of the greateſt power and intereſt under tie 
king, ſent them into Fudea at the head 

four, hundred thouſand foot, and ſeyen thor 
ſand horſe, who marching as far as the d 
Emmaus, encamped in a champaign count), une 
whete they were joined by auxiliaries out © Bn 
Syria and the bordering countries, and b E ns 
veral fugitive Fews and merchants, who © ny 
to buy thoſe who might happen to be taket : 
captive, bringing with them even chain "8 
bind them, and paying down both gol % 
ſilver for their purchaſe. Judas rakily * ny 
view of their camp, and beholding the 1 1 
titude of the enemy, exhorted his ſolu 1 
to be courageous, and placing the 1 
victory in the aſſiſtance of God, beſeech Ef 
after the manner of their country, bes r 1 
ed in ſackcloth, which had been aluas % 
mary in extreme dangers for them to pf 
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their enemies; After this, having 
e 3 to the cuſtom of their 
country, the ranks under the tribunes and __ 
turions ” and diſcharged thoſe who had 1 
5 married, or ſucceeded to any new eſtate, let 
the deſire of n them, or the longing 
7 ro preſerve their lite, might influence them to 


% men to fight in this ſpeech : © Now, my 
- blot” you have a fit opportunity 
« thrown into your hands, to diſplay your 

« courage, and ſhew your contempt of danger ; 
« for now, if you behave. valiantly, you may 
« purchaſe that liberty, which every man na- 
« turally deſires : But this opportunity makes 
it much more deſireable, as you will by con- 
« queſt procure the power of worſhipping God 
« according to the rites of his true religion. Your 
« affairs are reduced to this extremity, that 
« if victory bleſs your arms, you will not on- 
« ly receive this great ſatisfaction, but renew 
« an happy and peaceful life, as it will be the 
« reſult of a juſt obſervance of your country s 
< inſtitutions : But if you meet with a defeat, 
rom the want of exerting yourſelves vigo- 
= < rouſly on this day, then you will be re- 
. 
4 
0 
c 
« 
c 
Cc 
a 
c 
£ 
C 
« 
c 


duced to the moſt ſhameful condition, and 
your whole race entirely cut off from the 
earth; and entertaining theſe conſiderations 
in your minds, I would adviſe you to be- 
gin the onſet; for I would have you to un- 
derſtand, that if you avoid an * 
with the enemy, you will certainly be de- 
ſtroyed; but on the contrary, above the 
rewards already appointed for you, which 
you will certainly receive as the recompence 
of a brave defence, you will bring about the 
reſtoration of your liberty, country, laws, 
religion, and an eternal tame. Wherefore 
prepare yourſelyes with reſolution, and be 
2 1n readineſs to attack the enemy betimes in 
the morning.” „„ 

This was Judas's harangue to inſpire courage 


Roe | 


ime diſpatched Gorgias with a body of five 
thouſand foot, and a thouſand choice horſe, 
attack ſuddenly in the night time the Fewiſh 
mp, under the conduct of ſome fugitive Jews: 
aut this could not be done without the know- 
edge of Judas, who no ſooner heard of it, 
c he reſolved to make a ſally upon their 
emp; and the rather, as their forces were 
bus divided. With this view he ordered his 
Pen to ſup betimes, and leaving a great man 
es behind him in his camp, he marched all 
night to come up with the enemy poſted 
out Enmaus. Gorgias, finding none in the 


k WP, imagined they had withdrawn them- 


ves through fear, and retired to the moun- 
uns, whither he reſolved to march, and find 
een out: But Judas, about the dawn of day, 
eee ſvwithin ſight of the enemy about Em- 
, with three thouſand men, but very 
ee armed, and perceiving the enemy well 

Need, and encamped very advantageouſly, 


n LE with a great deal of foreſight, he exhorted 
Av 458 not to refrain the battle though 
r naked condition, but call God to 
who had formerly made 
te, defeat a greater mul- 


| the! 
ir remembrance, 
em, iu as bad a ſta 


behave ere he endeavoured to animate 
c 


Into his ſoldiers. But the enemy in the mean 


of the Antipuitie of the Jews. 287 


titude, and all as well armed, being delighted 
with their native bravery and reſolation. This 
done, he ordered the, trumpets to ſound a 
charge; whereupon, unexpectedly attacking 
the enemy, and ſtriking a ſudden fear and con- 
fuſion amongſt them, they ſlew all who made 
any reſiſtance, and purfued the reſt as far as 
Gadar; and the plains of Idumæa, and of Azotas, 
and of Famnia, killing in this action almoſt 
three thotſand men. But 3 exhorted his 
ſoldiers, not to covet the fpoil, for they had 
yet to engage Gorgias and his army, the defear 
of whom, he told them, would give them an 
opportunity fecurely to plunder, as having 
then no other buſineſs upon their hands, nor 
any farther danger to fear. While Fudas con- 
tinued ſpeaking thus to his men, the Gorgians 
from the ſide of a mountain ſaw the troops, 
which they had left behind them in the camp, 
diſperſed, and their tents on fire, for the ſmoke 
driving towards the quarter they then were in, 

lainly difcover'd what had happen'd ; where- 
Fore, as ſoon as they underſtood this diſaſter, 
and that the forces of Fudas was prepared to 
meet them, they were ſeized with a ſudden 
ſurprize, and betook themſelves to a haſty flight. 
Fudas finding this, as if he had overcome 
Gorgias's men without ſtriking a blow, re- 
turned and plundered their camp, wherein he 
took a great quantity of gold and ſilver, and 


then returned home, praiſing God for the proſ- 
perous iſſue of his expedition; for this victory 


contributed very much to the Jes regaining 
their loſt liberty. N e 
Lyfias, confounded at this defeat of the ar- 


my he had ſent, the next year drew together 


another, conſiſting of ſixty thouſand choice 
foot, and five thouſand horſe, and made an 
inroad into Judea, and having marched up the 
mountains, pitched his tents at Bethſura, a 
town in that country. Judas marched out 


to meet him at the head of ten thouſand 


men, and perceiving the great number of the 
enemy, he prayed God to aſſiſt him, and then 
attack d the van- guard, which he defeated with 
the loſs of five thouſand men, ſtriking a ter- 
rible confuſion among the reſt. Lias conſi- 
dering the reſolution of the Fews, and their 
deſire to ſuffer death rather than be deprived 
of their liberty, and apprehending..it a thing 
impoſſible to reduce their deſpair to a com- 
pliance, drew off the remainder, of his troops, 
and returned to, Antioc hus, where he conti- 
nued with the auxiliaries, reſolving once more 
to break into . Fudea with a more powerful 
army. 3 


DI FIRES Ward gg 2-8 
Judas, having ſo often defeated Antiochus's ge- 


$ 
TY. i 


nerals, conven'd an aſſembly, wherein he repre- 
ſented, that they ought, after ſo many victories 
given them by God, to go up to Hieroſbiyma, and 
purify the temple, and offer up ſacrifices ac- 
cording to the antient cuſtom. But when he 


dame there, attended with all the people, and 


tound the temple quite deſolate, and the gates 


burnt down, and trees growing of their own 


accord, through the length of time it had con- 
tinued unfrequented, he could not refrain 
from ſhedding tears ar ſo melancholy a ſcene. 
Whereupon he ordered a body of ſele& men 
to beſiege the garriſon in the tower, while he 

was 
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ſtroy it. e ere de 


was purifying the temple: Which being fi- 
niſhed with all poſſible care, he placed in it 
new veſſels, a candleſtick, a table, and an 


altar, which were all of gold; and he hung 


over the entrances fine veils, and placed doors 
in them. And he demoliſhed the old altar, 
and erected a new one, made of ſtones, not 
cut with the chiſſel. And on the twenty fourth 
day of the month Chaſleu, called by the Ma- 
cedonians, Apellens, they put lights in the 
candleſtick, and offered incenſe at the altar, 
placing the ſhew-bread upon the table, and 
offering burnt- ſacrifices upon the new altar. 
All theſe things were performed on the very 
day whereon three years before their re- 
ligion was prophaned and corrupted: For 
from the time Antioc hus had deſtroyed the 
temple, it had remained three years in this 
miſerable condition, which was brought upon 
it in the one hundred and forty fitth year, 
and on the twenty fifth day of the month 
Apellæus, in the one hundred and thirty 
fitth O/ympiad; But it was rebuilt on the 
ſame day, £049 the twenty fifth of the month 
Apelleus, in the one hundred and forty eighth 
year, and the one hundred and fifty fourth 
O!ympiad. And this deſolation of the temple 
happened according to what Danie/ had pro- 
pheſied four hundred and eight years before; 


2 p 
; $ SS EY BOS a : 7 5g ho ES 


How Judas ſubdued the bardering Nations, and Simon defeated the Tyrians and Pro. : $ 
lomeans. How: Judas overcoming Timotheus in Battle, forced him to fly; and of th 
ſeveral other Actions he performed after the Overthrow of Joſeph and Ataris. 


HINGS ſucceeding in this manner, the 
bordering nations, offended at the Jes 
recovering their ſtrength, entered into a com- 
bination, and flew many of them, and by am- 
buſcades and ſtratagems got ſeveral others into 
their hands. Judas continuing his hoſtilities 
againſt them, endeavoured all he could to 
withſtand their incurſions, and put a ſto; 
to the many outrages they committed again 
his countrymen. And accordingly 'engaging 
the Idumæans, the deſcendants of 92 he ſlew 
a great number of them, and plundered others. 
Beſides, he led his army againſt the ſons of 
Baanus, who had planted ambuſcades in the 
roads to entrap the Jews in; and having forced 
them to ſhut themſelves up in their caſtles, 
he laid ſiege to them, burning their places 
of defence, and at laſt put the men therein to 


the ſword. From hence he marched againſt 


the Ammanites, who had got together a pow- 
erful and numerous army, commanded b 

Timotheus; and having defeated them, he 
ſacked the city Fazoron, and taking all the 
women and children priſoners, he returned 
back to Fudea + But the neighbouring nations 
hearing he was come back, aſſembled in 
Galaad, reſolving to attack the Fews, who 


(%) It was called r Lights, fays Grotius up 
ight 


were conſtantly burned in their Houſes during eig 


Chapter about this Feſtival, and that of Lit.. 


the reſtoration of the temple; and from tha 


val, in my opinion, took this appellation fun 


the Evangeliſt 2 chap. x. ver. 23. deute = 
t Days and Nights, w the ; 


Book X11 


Now Judas, with the citizens, cope. © 
eight days in performing ſacrifice ine 
temple, during which time he omitted not the 
that might contribute to their joy, 3 
ing them very magnificently, and ord...” 
hymns and pſalms to be ſung to the hon «lp 
God. The extreme gladneſs of the * 
for the recovery of their antient rites - 
for the unexpected liberty they had 5 
more gained, to perform their religion ſo lone 
neglected, was ſuch, that they decreed a 15 
binding themſelves and their poſterity, a” 


ally to. perform a feſtival of eight 2 N f 


time to this very day we have preſery, 
cuſtom of celebrating the feaſt — Ar 
as it is called by our nation. And this jeg; 


the Light of liberty which now thone upon i 
But Judas having ſurrounded the city with , 
ſtrong wall, and erected lofty towers to repel 
the incurſions of the enemies, put garriſons 
into, them, and fortified the city Bethſur 
making it in the form of a citadel to uit. 
ſtand any hoſtilites of its adverſaries, if at ay 
time it ſhould chance to be reduced to ay 
extremity. = | 


dwelt on their frontiers. But they immediate. 
ly withdrew to a caſtle, named Dat hen, uber 
they ſhur themſelves up, and ſending meſen. RM 
gers to Judas, they repreſented to him that A 
Timotheus was making all poſſible haſte =» 
beſiege the place they had taken refuge 1 
Fadas had ſcarcely peruſed the letter they WR 
Tent, but other meſſengers from Galilte appear'd, 
acquainting him, that the inhabitants of Pt 
mais, Tyre, Sidon, and Galilee, were aſſembel 
to ether. 48 104. ys | 15 | | A 1 
wy Fadas conſidering with himſelf what E 
ſhould beſt do to avert the dangers will 
threaten'd both, gave orders to Simon his he 
ther, to march with three thouſand men IWF 
the defence of the Jews inhabiting Cal 
And he himfelf taking Fonathan, his other e 


ther, at the head of eight thouſand (011 


FPS 


marched into Galaad, leaving Joſeph the = 
of Zacharias, and Azarias, to command TRE 
remainder of his. forces, with expreſs dl 1 
carefully to defend Judea, and not ha 7 
battle with any one before he returned 3 
won attiving in Galilee, engaged the e 
and forcing them to fly, and, purſuing * 
to the very gates of Piolomais, flew up 
of three thouſand men; and having p19" Bp 
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Book XII. 


ns lain in battle, and carried off both 

5 7 which they had taken captive, and 
all their baggage, he returned home. But 

udas Maccabeus, with Jonathan his bro- 


and acquainting him with the misfortunes of 
their brethren in Galaad, and the many out- 
rages done them, being forced to ſhelter them- 


{ence in their country, adviſed him to haſten 


to revenge his countrymen upon them. Judas 
march through the defart, and. attacking the 
inhabitants of Beth/ura, he took their city, 
putting all the males therein, fit to bear arms, 
W to the 1word, and laying the town in aſhes, The 
night coming on did not hinder him from pro- 
WW £{ccuting his march to the caſtle, in which the 
Fs were ſhut up; but betimes in the morn- 
ning he came up to the place, which 7imothens, 
WW with the forces under him, was vigorouſly be- 
W ſieging. When he ſaw the enemy had made 
their approaches to the walls, ſome carrying 
BA their ſcaling ladders to mount them, and others 
WA cir engines to batter them, he ordered a 
charge to be ſounded ; and exhorting his ſol- 
diers to behave valiantly in defence of their 
brethren and kinſmen, and dividing his forces 
into three companies, he attacked the enemy 
in their rear. But Zimothens's men, ſoon find- 
ing Maccabens was behind them, and having 
WE bctore experienced his great courage and ſuc- 
eecss in military engagements, fled haſtily away. 
But Judas with his army purſued them, and 
New above eight thouſand of their number. 
rom thence marching to Malle, a city be- 
Wonging to the foreigners, he took it by ſtorm, 
Putting all the men therein to the ſword, and 


Warcher, he came up to Chaſphom and Boſor, 
Ind ſeveral other towns of Galaad; all which 
ie took and demoliſhed. 20] 


N In a little while Timotheus, having collected 
. numerous army, and a great number of auxi- 
mT and Aravians, whom he had engaged 


ch preſents to join him in this expedition, 
zi with them over the Torrent, and en- 
—_—zpcd over-againſt Raphon, where he exhort- 
his men to behave valiantly, and endeavour 
they could, if they came to hazard a battle 
n the Jews, to hinder their retreat over the 
rent. For if they paſſed over, he told them 
ir on deſtruction was inevitable. Judas, 
Waring Timothens was ready for the enga "i 
Ent, collected all his forces, and haſtened to 
et him, and having paſſed the river, he be- 

the onſet, and flew all who made any re- 
cc, but a great number through, fear threw 
_ tbeir arms and fled, ſome, whereof ef- 
2M ed, while others took ag in the temple, 
590 Cerca, hoping the facredneſs of the 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews; | 


ther, having paſſed over Jordan, and gone about 
a three days march from that river, were met 
by the Nabatæans, who friendly ſaluted him, 


ſelves in the caſtles, and ſeveral places of de- 
his march againſt the foreigners, and endeavour 


giving ear to this remonſtrance, directed his 


Waying it in aſhes. And continuing his march 


Dad d d 


place would prove ſufficient to ſave them. But 
Judas, taking the town, ſlew both them, and 
burnt the temple, puniſhing the enemy with 
ſeveral kinds of deaths. _ 

Things ſucceeding in this manner, he col- 
lected together all the Jews of Galaad, with 


their wives, children, and effects, and reſolved 
to carry them with him into uaeg. But ar- 


riving at a certain city, named Ephron, ſitu- 
ated in the rout he was taking, he was hin- 
dered in his march from going any further, and 
being unwilling to return back, he ſent meſ- 


ſengers to the citizens, praying them to open. 


their gates, and ſuffer him to march through 
their city: For they had blocked up their 
gates with ſtones, and cut off any poſſibility 
of his marching further. But the Ephronites 
refuſing to comply with his requeſt, he ex- 
horted his ſoldiers to ſurround and lay ſiege to 
the town : And having accordingly fate down 
before it a day and a night, he ftormed it ; 


and having put all the males therein to the 


ſword, and entirely laid it in aſhes, he began 
to proſecute his march, bur the number of the 


ſlain was ſo great, that his men were obliged 


to trample over the dead bodies. Thus paſ- 


ſig over Jordan, they came into the great 


plain, ſituated in the very ſight of the city 
Bethſau, called by the Greeks Scythopolis ; and 
marching from this place they arrived in Judea, 


ſinging hymns and praiſes, and demonſtrating 


all the mirth and gladneſs uſual after victories 
and triumphs : Beſides, they offered up expia- 
tory ſacrifices for the ſucceſs of their arms, 
and the ſafety of their army; for not a Few 
fell in any of theſe engagements. 


In the mean time Fo/eph, the ſon of Zac ha- 


rias, and Azarias, with the forces Fudas had 


left under their command, at the time Simon 


carried on the war in Galilee againſt Ptolomais, 
and Fudas, and Fonathan in Galaad, being am- 
bitious of acquiring a name ſuitable to their 
poſt, marched with them againſt Famnia ; bur 


Gorgias, governor of the town, coming out to 


meet them, and engaging them, they loſt in 
the encounter two thouſand of their men, and 
ruraing their backs, retired haſtily to the very 
frontiers of Judea, Thir overthrow was owing 
to their neglect of the command Judas gave 


them, not to engage any one in battle before 


he returned: For beſide his other rigorous in- 
ſtructions, we cannot help admiring the know- 
ledge he had of the ſoldiers: being cut off un- 


der Foſeph and Azarias, upon their leaſt diſ.. 


obedience of the command he had given: 

But Judas and his brothers puſbed on 8 
againſt the Idumæans with great vigour, preſ- 
ſing them on every ſide, and taking the city 
Chebron, they laid in aſhes all the fortified 
places in and round about it, ravaging the ene- 
mies country, and the city Mariſſa; and march- 
ing thence, came up to , Azotus, which they 
ſtormed, and taking a great quantity of ſpoil 
with them, returned into udes. 2 


CHAP, 


289 


290 
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Of the Death of 
_ againſt Judas, 
broke up and 

ING Antiochas, at this time marching 
K through the upper provinces of his king- 
dom, heard there was a city in Perſia very 
wealthy, named Ehmais, and wherein was a 
very magnificent and rich temple dedicated to 
Diana, tull of arms and „ ſaid to 
be left therein by Alexander of Philip, 
king of Macedon. Spurred on by this account, 
he haftened his march thirher, and approaching 
it with his army, laid a formal ſiege thereto. 
But the inhabitants, neither terrified at his 
coming, or his beſieging them, reſolutely de- 
fended themſelves, which deprived him of his 
expeQations : For having repulſed him from 
the town, they made a ſudden and vigorous 
| ſally upon his men, whom they purſued, forcing 
them to withdraw into Babylon with the loſs 
of great part of his army, Vexed at this ill 
ſucceis, he was alſo told his generals were 
defeated, whom he had ſent to engage the 
Jews, whoſe forces were conſiderably en- 
creaſed. The report of this freſh misfortune, 
added to the former, cauſed a vaſt uneaſineſs 
in his mind, and brought him into an illneſs, 
which keeping him a pretty long time, and his 
pains encreaſing, he fancied the hour of his 
death was not far off, and called to him his 


friends, and declared to them his deceaſe muſt 


be very uneaſy to them, repreſenting, he thus 
ſuffered for the unjuſt treatment he had given 
the Jewiſb nation, rifling their temple, and 
contemning their God ; after which words he 
gave up the ghoſt, From this account we 
cannot but wonder at what Po/ybius the Mega- 
lopolitan ſays, who, in other reſpeQs a very 
honeſt and juſt hiſtorian, hath tranſmitted to 
poſterity, that Anticchus periſhed for deſiring 
to riſte the temple of Diana in Pera. Bur 
his only wiſhing ſuch a thing, and not putting 
it in execution, doth not make him worthy of 
fo ſevere a puniſhment, But if Pohbius thinks 
Ant ioc hus died for ſuch a ſmall reaſon, it is 
far more likely he was cut off for his ſacrile- 


roms rifling the temple of. God at Hiero/olyma, 


ut I ſhall not make any diſpute with thoſe, 


who preter the Megapolitan's account to what 
we have here mentioned, Bur, | 
Before Antiochus died, he called to him 
Philip, one of his companions, and conſtituted 
him regent of his kingdom; delivering him his 
diadem, royal robes, and the ring he wore on 
his finger, with orders to carry and reftore 
them to his ſon Antioc hus, defirins him to 
take care of his education, and preſerve the 
kingdom for him. And thus did Antiochus 
pay his laſt debt to nature in the one hundred 
and forty ninth year. But Ly/ias, having ac- 
quainted the people with his death, proclaimed 
his ſon Antioc hus (who at this time was under 
his guardianſhip) King, and ſtiled him by the 
name of Eupator. | 
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Antiochus Epiphanes. How Antiochus Eupator, leading an 4 
beſieged him in the Temple; but, upon the Concluſion 
departed. Of Alcimus and Onias. 


the elephants carried upon their 


. 


5 


of a Peace, 


During this time the garriſon at Hieroſſhi | 
joined by the fugitive Jews, comm er. 
rat hottzſities againſt the inhabitants of the 
rown, putting thoſe to the ſword wh 


tip to the temple to offer ſacrifice , * 
caſtle overlooked the temple. Theſe fatal 


misfortunes happening, made Fudas reſolve to 

t a ſudden ſtop to their miſchievous deſigns: 
To which end aſſembling the people, he laid 
a vigorous ſiege to the garrifon. This hay- 
pened in the one hundred and fiftieth years Wl 
the Seleucidæ. Having prepared all necefſirr 
engines of war, and raiſed his ramparts, he 
puſhed on the ſiege with the greateſt reſolution 
to take the place. But ſeveral of the de- 
ſerters, happening in the night time to pet out 
into the country, and raiſing a number of men 
of the like principles and conduct, went di- 
rectly to king Ant ioc bus, petitioning him, Ny 
to forſake them at the time they were haraſed 
by their own countrymen, and ſuſtained dangers 
for the ſake of his fat ber; for whom they ha 
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renounced the religion of their own land, and 
embraced that preſcribed by him : That thy Wl 
were nom reduced to ſuch an extremity, thai 
Judas and his men were likely to take both the 3 
caſtle and the garriſon placed in it, unleſs in- 
ly ſuccour was immediately ſent to relieve thm, 
Theſe words enraged Antioc hus, and ſending RN 
for his officers and friends, he ordered then 
to levy . mercenaries, and all the men in hs We 


kingdom able to bear arms. And in a ſhort 
time an army, conſiſting of one hundred thou- Wn 
fand foot, twenty thouſand horſe, and tin 
two elephants, was raiſed. __ == 


| the expedin 3 
the king had undertaken, rofe up from * 
fieging the caſtle, and marching to meet i 
incamped in a narrow paſs, at 4 place © wy 
Bethzacharias, ſome ſeventy furtongs ci 
from the enemy. The king finding th "8 
moved from Bethſura, and marched dirs 3 
ro the mouth of the paſs over- againſt J MM 
camp, and early the next morning u 
men into batrtle-array, placing his clepi 9 
one behind another, having no room, by 1. E 
of the narrowneſs of the place, to range By 
in a direct line from the two wings WE 
my. Round every elephant a thou 


and five hundred horſe, were di 


and archers in them. But the reſt © 

his ec he ordered to mount the ſeveral _ 

nences of the mountains, placing at their head 
ſome of his friends. Having put things into 

this order, and commanded his men to give a 

loud ſhont as the ſignal of battle, he began 

the onſet, when his ſoldiers diſplaying their 

golden and brazen ſhields, occaſioned a pro- 

digious ſplendor to ſtream from them. The 

exceeding great ſhout of his men made the 


ing this, Judas was not at all terrified at the 
ſight, da receiving the ſhock of the enemy 
with great reſolution, flew about ſix hundred 
of them who firſt attacked him. Eleazar his 
brother, ſirnamed Auran, eſpying one of the 
elephants taller and bigger than the reſt, har- 
naſſed with royal ſpoils, and ſuſpecting the 


and killing ſeveral who ſurrounded it, and 
driving others away to clear his paſſage, 
= wounded it in the belly, and ſiew it; but 
the beaſt tumbling upon him, he was cruſhed 
= to death with the weight: And in this manner 
= did Eleazar, having firſt ſlain many of his 
W enemies, end his own life. e 
Judas, ſeeing the ſtrength of the enemy, 
retired to Hieroſolyma, and put himſelf in a 
wpoſture of defence to hold out a ſiege. An- 
tiochus, leaving part of his army to carry on 
dhe ſiege of Hetrhſura, marched the reſt of his 
forces to Hieroſolyma. But the Bethſurites, 
Lerriſied at the great number of the beſiegers, 
and ſeeing their ways of communication cut 
off, and their proviſions quite ſpent, ſurren- 
dered themſelves, upon promiſe of an oath not 
to be ill treated by the king. Antiochus, thus 
becoming maſter of the city, inflicted no other 
Wrigorous puniſhment upon them, than driving 


. by 
| 
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nem naked out of the town, which he after- 


; wards ſtrengthened with a powerful garriſon. 
Though they met with ſuch ſucceſs at Beth- 
a, a conſiderable time was ſpent in carrying 

n the ſiege againſt the temple of Hieroſolyma, 
ie beſieged making a reſolute reſiſtance in 
& etence of their liberties; for againſt every 
of Engine of battery uſed by the king they op- 
0 : poſed another. But at laſt, their proviſions 
egan to fail them, the corn they had hoarded 
l- Br being all uſed, and the land that year 
ring remained uncultivated, being the ſe- 
Tn nth year, wherein, according: to our law, our 


ole land has no ſeed ſown upon it: Where 
ee ſeveral of the beſieged; through want of 
ovens, made theit eſcape, and left but few 
—_—nn in the temple. f e 05163] 
boſe who continued reſolute to endure the 
Ec, were at length relieved after the follow- 
—_— ner: Zy/as, the general of the.enemy's 
cs, and king Articchus, receiving: intelli- 
es chat Philip was coming out of Perſia to 
r che adminiſttation of affairs to himſelf, 

* ved to break up the ſiege, and march di- 
Th "== 


nn 1 ; ly againſt him, but conceal, as much as poſ« 
RE heir deſign from the knowledge as well 


e "—_ the officers as ſoldiers. But the king gave 
i "np 


_ ers to Iz to muſter the army; and 


mountains re-eccho the ſound. Notwithſtand- 


king was upon it, made a furious puſh at it, 


ile Antiquities of the Jews, 291 


in an harangue, directed both to the officers 
and ſoldiers, but without taking the leaſt no- 
tice of Philip's affair, repreſent to them the 
length of time the fiege was likely to continue; 


and the prodigious ſtrength of the place, that 
their own proviſions began to fail them, and 


ſeveral things in the kingdom were abſolutely 
neceſſary to be rectiſied; upon which ground it 
would be very adviſeable to conclude a treaty 
with the beſieged, and enter into a league of 
friendſhip with their whole nation, giving them 
tree liberty to live agreeable to their own laws 
and inſtitutions; the prohibition of which had 
occaſioned them to break out into rebellion 2 
And after this was done, to draw off their 
forces, and return home; Ly/ias having re- 
monſtrated this, the officers and ſoldiers una- 
nimouſly gave their aſſent thereto. , 

The king hereupon ſent an herald to Judas, 
and the reſt of the beſieged, to acquaint them 
that he was ready to conclude a peace with 
them, and allow them free liberty of living 
after their own laws. The beſieged gladly 


heard this meſſage; and having received an oath 


for the true performance of the conditions, 
came out of the temple. But Antiochus en- 
tering therein, and perceiving the prodigious 
ſtrength of the place, violated the oath he had 
given them, and ordered the forces he had 
with him to pull down the wall, and level it 
with the ground. Having thus acted, he re- 
turned to Antioch, carrying with him Onias 


the high-prieſt, ſirnamed Menelaus; for Lyfas 
adviſed him to put Onias to death, if he was 


deſirous to curb the rebellious temper of the 


Jews, and preſerve his kingdom from any 


freſh diſturbances. Now this perſon occaſion- 
ed all the Jews misfortunes at this time, by 
perſuading his father to uſe - compulſive mes 
thods to oblige them to relinquiſh the religion 
of their anceſtors. Wherefore the king, having 


carried him in chains to Berea, a City of H- | 


ria, ordered him to be put to death, after he 


had enjoyed the prieſthood ten days. He was 


a wicked and very impious man, having, to 
obtain the government to himſelf; forcibly 
made his nation relinquiſh the laws of their 
country. After his death Alcimus, firnamed 


Jakim, was conſtituted high-prieft. But . 


Antioc hus, finding that Philip had obtaine. 

the ſupreme government of the kingdom, gave 
him battle, and getting him into his power, 
cruelly put him to death. In the mean while 
Onias, the fon of the high-prieſt; who was 
but a child at his father's death, as we have 
mentioned before, ſeeing the Ring, after the 
untimely death of his uncle Menelass, had 
beſtowed the prieſthood upon Alcimus, who 
was not of the ſacerdotal race, and Lyſſas 
acquainting him he would transfer the dignity 
to another family, fled to Ptelomy king of 
Apt, who, with his wife Gedþpatra; honour- 
ably received him. Of theſe he'begged a ſpot 
of ground in Heliopolis, where he erected a 
temple like that at Hieroſolymar But we ſhall 
have a more fit oppo tunity to rrear of thoſe 


things in another place. 


* 54 - 


CHAP. 


— - — — — — 
; A "Ol 5 S * 23 5 wad — o — — - — n 3 me l NS 
- - — — « ST - bs 4 eee 1 * ——— f $—S-; — * — 2 = 28 - 
„ * © * p * 1 a - — 2 — a 8 9 n - N o a = P £0 
— « — pe ** * 2 * 1 — — p » 6 —— ů ů ů — 2 4 N N — > he g 4 
1 — — 2 = ” 7 * 3 . . — . - — 
II INDO 8 — W-5 > bs” — — 4 Hr 2 — 6-6 2 — — — — 2 E _ Pr _ \ - 3 9 
= — —— ** 0 — 4 3 2 7 hu. 4 a a 4 — — — 2 = i b = 
— . rr > 7 — * - — — =" \ Ou 23 
Sg" 7 * ws = at. Ri dw og is a p — 8 8 I - COST — 
. " — Z - r 2 
— - . | _ 2 — * _— an — 9 1 1 
< 21 — N — 


tetra — 
— — + 3222 
8 P 29” © 
PINTS WE: —— ; — 

i am a — DS) 2 9 I — 
2 - 8 : — 
2 1 3&7 * . 

- —— n 

* — — 


— 
* 
" 


rat 
* 


YM .... 
=—— 5 7 — 
e TEND 

— 
— C1 - * 
— * 


” tas? 
— — 


XN —_—_ a 
2 _ ——— — 
> + n * 
r FOR 
1 * 
* - 
5 * 
2 ©» & pb 
83 
n 
Y \ - 


3 WOW a wo 
———— 


of Antioch. with his forces, and arriving in Judas, by repreſenting that he had ſuffered ! 


confidence in the meſſage Bacchides had ſent could place the greateſt confidence, (for he 
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292 PFTAVrus Josze nus Bock XII 
How Bacchides, General of Demetrius? Forces, underta king an Expedition againſf 1 
Jews, returned 0 Bud, of his Deſhgns. And bow Nicanor, nor long after he. 


ing alſo ſent againſt Judas, was cut off with bis whole. Army. Of the Death ,p 
Alcimus, and the Succeffion of Judas. * 


BO UI the ſame time Demetrius the ries, he apprehended ſeveral fugiti 
ſon of Seleucus, having eſcaped from and ſome of the people, ordering 


ve Jews, 


7 ö eve 
ome, ſeized upon Tripolis a town of Syria, of them to be put to death, and ohman, 
and put the diadem upon his own head, and the reſt inhabiting that part of the country to 


gathering a number of mercenaries, he enter'd pay obedience to Alcimus, with whom be 
the capital, where every one joyfully re- left a good body of ſoldiers, to affif "i 
ceived him, and ſubmitted themſelves to his in defending his province; and after this he 
government. His ſoldiers apprehending king returned back to Antioch to king Dem. 
Anticchus and Lias, brought them alive to frius. i i ir 
him, and by his command they were immedi- Now Alcimus tried every method to ſe. 
ately put to death, Antiochus having reigned cure the government to himſelf, percejyin, 
two years, as we have before hinted. In the his authority would meet with the greater 
mean while a great number of fugitive Fews approbation and obedience to it, if he gahed 
flocking to him, among whom was Alcimus the people's affection; and to this end he 
the high-prieft, they accuſed their whole na- endeavoured to court every one by fair and 
tion, particularly Judas and his brothers, re- ſmooth words, and in a ſhort time prored 
preſenting that they had put to death all his ſo ſucceſsful, that he ſaw a conſiderable bo- 
friends, and all others in his kingdom eſta- dy of forces ready at his command, the mz. 
bliſhed in his intereſt; that they had driven jor part of which conſiſted of looſe and yz. 
them out of their native habitations, and oblig'd gabond men, whom he uſed as his ſpies in 
them to ſeek dwellings in foreign countries: travelling over the country, and every ons AY 
And laſtly, they conjured him to diſpatch.one he found favouring the fide of Judas, he put ” 
of their own nation, who might be a ſpy upon to death. But Fadas, ſeeing Alcimus coni. 
Judas's actions, and from time to time ac- derably encreaſed in his forces, and how he WM 
quaint him with them. 91 oh bs flew without diſtinction a great many got 
This account filled Demetrius with rage, and holy men of his nation, took up the 

whereupon he ſent Bacchides(a particular friend ſame reſolution, and marching through the WW 
of king Antiochus Epiphanes, and a very honeſt country, put to death thoſe any ways ind. WM 
and upright perſon, who at this time was in- ning to his party. Alcimus beholding this, WW 
veſted with the government of all Meſopotamia) and not being in a condition to withſtand 
with a numerous army, recommending to him Fadas's army, by reaſon of the inferior num- 
Alcimus the high-prieſt, and giving him an ber of his forces, reſolved to fly to Demetrius 
expreſs. command to put to the ſword Fadas for ſuccour. With this view he marched to 
and all his followers. Bacchides marching out Antioch, where he enraged the king again 


Fudea, ſent word to Judas, and his brothers, great many inſults from him, and would in al 
of his deſign to treat with them: But in probability meet with many more, unlels he 
effect his reſolution was to take them by was prevented, and . puniſhed, by ſending 2 
ſurprize. Judas however did not think fit powerful army againſt him. „„ 
to give credit to his meſſage; for he plain= This remonſtrance had its weight with De- 
ly foreſaw his coming with ſo numerous metrics, who judged it not at all proper to le 
an army, was nor the ſign of a peaceful inter- Judas remain with ſo conſiderable à body d 
view, but an open argument. of a | deſigned men about him: Whereupon he ſent Nicam, 
war. Some, however, of the people putting one of his chief friends, and in whom be 


by his herald, and imagining A/cimus,. who was the ſame perſon who had made his & 4A 
was their countryman, would never be guil- ſcape with him from Nome,) with as maß ne 
ty of bringing any misfortunes upon them, forces as he thought neceſſary to conquit 

readily went over to. them, and receiving Fudas, at the ſame time giving expreb 5 9 
from both the promiſe of an oath, they ders not to ſpare one ſingle man oft _ 
would not commit any outrags to them or their Fewiſh nation. Manor being arrived ar He By 
companions, wholly threw themſelves under roſolpma, did not reſolve to 'bazard-2 bi a * 
their protection. But Bacchides making little utimediately with Judas, but ſuppoing. I 
account of his oath, ſlew? threeſcore of them, might be able by ſtratagem to e kene * 
which action -deterred others, deſirous to his hands, he ſent him an offering of f Mm 
withdraw to him, from their reſolution, as ſhip, repreſenting, That there was # * 10 1 
he had broke his faith with the firſt: Af- to have reccurſe to arms, or run the hat 4 AF 
ter this was done, he removed out of Hie- any danger Tbat he was come vith a 1 
roſolyma, and came to a village called Beth= ſolution to convince him of his faith by an 0% 


| . . 1 ml 
⁊et has, where, ſending out ſome of his emiſſa- and that no manner of hoſtility ſhould be offt | 


That his arrival was with a band 
ro _ them with ing mo 
zus“ reſolution, and the opinion be ente 
e be prot nation. Nicanor by his 16555 
ſadors having given this affurance, Fudas anc 
his brothers thought they ought to believe 
ir, and ſuſpecting no manner of treachery in 
the negoriation, gave a reciprocal demonſtrati- 
on ot their faith, and received Nicanor and his 
army. But as he was continuing the ſalute 
through a pretence of friendſhip, he gave a 
ſignal ro his ſoldiers to apprehend Fudas; 
bur he, perceiving the treachery, leapt haſtily 
= Þ:ck, and got off to his men. Micanor finding 
nus deſign prove unſucceſsful, and his ſtratagem 
Jaeeſeated, reſolved ar laſt to proclaim open war 
WE :gainit him. To which end having collected 
all his forces, and put them in a poſture to en- 
gage, he began the onſet at a village called 
Capharſalama, where obtaining the victory, 
he forced Judas to ſhut himſelf up in the tower 
at Hiero/olyma. 1 8 | 
__ N:canr reſolving to withdraw from the tow- 
= cr and deſcend into the temple, ſome of the 
prieſts and elders met and ſaluted him, ſhew- 
WS ing him the ſacrifices, which they told him, 
= they were going to offer up to God for the ſafe- 
ry of the king. Nicanor returned them a me- 
= nacing anſwer, and threaten'd at his return to 
= demoliſh the remple, unleſs they gave him up 
= 3 When he had pronounced this menace, 
= he departed out of Hieroſolhma; but the prieſts 
being extremely ſorrowful at his words, could 


to him : 
of friends, 


up their petitions to God, they begged him to 
deliver them out of the hands of their enemies. 
BSE Vicanor marching out of Hieroſolyma, came to 
certain village called Bet heron, where he en- 
camped, and was joined by another army out 
ef Hria Judas, on his part, pitched his tents 
at Adaſa, another village, about thirty furlongs 
iſtant from Bet heron, having no more than a 
thouſand men with him, whom he exhotted to 
eehave valiantly, and not to be deprefled at the 
multitude of their enemies, nor reflect upon the 


1 
. 
3 p 


ireat number they were to engage, bur conſi- 
er upon what views, and for what rewards, 
)- bey were going to encounter danger. Upon 
| bhich ground he begged them with great re- 
elution to meet the enemy. Having thus de- 
m1, lared himſelf, he led them out to battle, and 
i i rrtacking Nicanor, after a pretty ſharp reſiſtance, 
ee overcame his advarſaries, killing ſeveral on 
see ſpot, and Nicanor after a ſtout and reſo- 


ee detence loft his life in the field of battle. 
ter this misfortune the army was in no man- 
r of condition to rally, having loſt their ge- 


ral, but throwing away their arms, betook 
eemſelves to a ſudden flight: 


AP Fudas with great 
olution purſued them, making a terrible 
—_ cr of thoſe who fled, and ſounding his 


p< to let all the bordering villages un- 
and he had routed the enemy: Upon this 
all, the ſeveral inhabitants ruſhed out all in 
, and meeting thoſe who fled, let not a 
e ſcape after this engagement, though the 


= * of ſoldiers amounted to nine thouſand. 
927. 


e 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


not refrain from letting fall tears; and offering 


> =o 


This battle was fought, and victory obtained 
on the thirteenth day of the month, by the 
eus called Adar, and by the Macedonians 
Dy/rus, on which day our nation annually per- 
Fed vow-ſacrifices, alid make it a ſblomi feſti- 


val. From this time the Fewi/h nation enjoy- 


ed a ſhort interval of reſt, but in a little time 


fell again into many hot diſputes and daſſgers. 


Alcimus the high-prieſt offering to pull don 


the antient wall of the Adyr, which had been 


erected by the holy prophets, was viſited with 

a ſudden plague ſent upon him by God ; for his 

ſpeech was preſently taken away, and falling 

proſtrate upon the ground, after enduring grear 

rorments for ſeveral days, he departed this lite, 

having continued in the prieſthood four years. 

Burt atrer his death the people conferred the 

dignity of the prieſthood upon F11das, who com- 

iny to underſtand the exceeding great power of 

the Romans, and that they had ſubdued not on- 

ly Gallatia, and Iberia, and Carthage in Africa, 

but had reduced to their obedience all Greece, 

and overcame Per/eus, and Philip, and Antio- 
chus the Great, he reſolved to enter into a 

league of friendſhip wich them. To this end 

he ſent to Rome Eupolemi e, the fon of John, and 

Jaſon the ſon of Eleagar, two of his particular 

friends, to detire their friendſhip, and the fa- 
vour of them to write to Demetrius, that for 
the future he might give them no farther dif- 
turbance. Judas's ambaſſadors arriving at 
Rome were hohourably received by the ſenate, 
and underſtanding the motives which had in- 
duced them to undertake their journey, they 
were pleaſed to enter into a league of friend- 
ſhip with them. A decree was hereupon made, 
and a copy of it ſent into Fudea; but the o- 
riginal was engraven on tables of braſs, and 

repoſited in the capital. I he decree was to 

this effect. L 


The decree of the Senate concerning the trea 
ol alliance and friendſhip to be obſerved with 
the nation of the Fews. 


E VERY perſon within the Roman empire 

7s hereby forbidden to engage in a war with 
tbe nation of the Jews; or to Tuppl thoſe who 
ſhall proclaim war againſt them, either with corn, 
or ſoipping, or money. Aud if the Jews chance 
to be invaded by any one, the Romans are 
commanded to lend them their aſſitance. On 
the other hand, if the Romatis are invaded 
by any one, the Jews are hereby obliged to be 
Their auxiliaries. Bat if the Jews are defirons 
at any time to make any audition to, or take 
auy clauſe from this ſocial league, let it be 
done with the concurrence and aſſent of the 
Roman people; and whatſoever addition ſpall 
or may be made, it is agreed ſpall be ratified. 
This decree of the ſenate was wrote by Eupo- 
lemus the ſon of John, and Jaſon the ſon of 
Eleazar, by order of Judas, Hig h-prieſt, and 8i- 
mon his brother, general of the Jews. : 


This was the firſt league of friendſhip en- 
tered into by the Romans and Jews. 
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where underſtanding. Judas had encamped in 
Bet hꝛethus, he led twenty thouſand foot and 
two thouſand horſe againſt him. But Judas 
had no more than a thouſand men with him, 
who ſeeing the great number of Bacchides's 
forces, were ſo terrified, that two hundred for- 
ſook their tents and fled. Judas thus deſerted 
by his men at the time the enemy was juſt up- 
on him, and having no opportunity to procure 
auxiliaries, reſoved with the eight hundred 
remaining to give Bacchides battle. To this 


end he admoniſhed them to engage the ene- 


my with bravery and reſolution, and ordered 
them to march forward to give the onſet. But 
they remonſtrated to him the impoſſibility of 
their little amy's withſtanding ſuch numerous 


forces, and begged him to retreat and conſult 


their ſafety; he, however, drew them up in 
order of battle, and ſaid, Let not the ſun be 
witneſs of ſo much ſhame, that I fhould turn 
my back on my enemies But if the fatal hour 
ts now come wherein I muſt die, aud that if I 
fight I muſt unavoidably fall, yet I will behave 
myſelf valiantly ; for I had rather endure the 


worſt that can happen, than by a diſhonourable 


flight ftain the reputation and glory which I 
have hitherto gained by my valour. In this man- 
ner did he endeavour to inſpire his men with 
courage, and ſhewing them how much he de- 
ſpiſed their enemies, ſtrove to ſpur them on 
to a vigorous reſolution of maintaining their 
rights, and defending themſelves. | 

- Bacchides in the mean time drew his forces 
out of the camp, .n battle-array, and put them 
into ſuch a poſture, that the horſe were plant- 
ed at the extremities of either wing, and the 
archers before the main body, while he himſelf 


remained covered in the right wing; his forces 


being in this ſituation, he made his approach to 
the enemy, and ordered a trumpeter to give 


ter of the enemies, and quite fatigued with 


from the many worthy actions we have beit 


ready to undergo the greateſt hardſhip or du. 


7 


Book XII 
N C HA p. II. 8 fo | 


Fudas 
up with 
| ed with 

great bravery and reſolution, the fight coy; 
nued very hot untill ſun-ſet; when Juda, T 
ceiving the ſtrength of the enemy lay Ting 
right wing were Bacchides was covered he 
took a party of his braveſt men, and made 
furoius attack upon that quarter, were Putting 
their ranks into ſome diſorder,” and breakin 
into the midſt of his enemies, he forced ther 
to fly, purſuing them as far as a mountain cal 
led Aza. The left wing ſeeing the flight ind 
diſorder of the right wing, followed Judas 
and quite ſurrounded him: Who, obfervins 
there was no poſſibility of retiring, as his «. 
nemies had encloſed him on every fide, l. 
antly ſuſtained the ſhock with thoſe few 9 
his men about him: But after a great {laygh- 


fighting, and covered with wounds, he fell, and 
ave up the ghoſt, purchaſing no leſs renown 


recited, than from his valiant behaviour at this 
laſt extremity. The death of Judas preſently 
changed the face of the engagement; for hi 
men, having loft their chief leader, and being 
no longer happy in ſuch a general, betool 
themſelves to a haſty flight, Simon and Jans. 
than, brothers of Fadas, upon agreement with 
the enemy received his body from them, and 
carried it to Modim, where their father was 
buried, and entered it their, attended by the 
general lamentation of the whole people fir 
ſeveral days, in this manner ſhewing hoy 
much they honoured his memory, II 
was the end of Judas, a very valiant ut 
warlike man, who, mindful of the commands 
his father Mattathias had given, was alu 


ger tor the defence and liberty of his county 
men. He was a perſon of ſo much couragh 
that he left behind him an illuſtrious charadtt, 
and the greateſt glory, by reſtoring liberty 
his nation, and delivering them from the Me 
cedonian Yoke. He died after he had bi 
high prieſt three years. 
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N the foregoing book we took 


Fews, afterthe Macedonians had 
made them ſla ves, regained their 
liberty; we likewiſe gave a par- 
=. ticular account of the dangers 
nd cngagments Judas went through to his 
ccath, always valiantly fighting in the defence 
b his countrymen. But after his death, thoſe 
eerſons who had violated the laws of their 
orefathers, . 
rinciples, increaſing in numbers and ſtrength, 
et upon the reſt of the 7ews, and committed 


/ Wc veral outrages againſt them. Beſides a fa- 
Pine at this time raged ſo violently through 


e whole country, that ſeveral for want of 


8 


eceſſaries, and unable to ſuſtain the calamity 


— _ IS r 
* 7 .- "£8 
1, '. "me 
75 8 TT" Y 
1 . * 
2 . 


che famine on one ſide, and the many inju- 


ith es they received from the enemy on the o- 
ll er, revolted to the Macedonians. Now Bac- 
. 


ies aſſembling the Fews who had relinquiſh- 
che laws of their country, and preferred 
—_— hcatheniſh courſe of life, conferred upon 
w 


em the government of the country: Upon 
iich they apprehended all the friends of 


ES 
e 
2 


0 exerciſing very ſevere torments upon them, 
every one of them to death with an un- 
And thus were the Fews 
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gr alle!'d cruelty. 
ccd to a calamity more ſevere than they 
experienced ſince their return from Baby 
—_ But thoſe of Judas's party who yet re- 
ned, caring the intire deſtruction of their 
_—y, went to Forathan his brother, and 
gc him to ſet his brother before him 
an cxample, and copy after the care and 
—_ nc he had ſhewn for his countrymen, 


notice how the nation of the 


and were of looſe and wicked 


aas, and delivered them up to Bacchides, 


CHA Prof t 


] L | How Jonathan, after bis Brother Judas, tooꝶ upon him the Government and bow, in Con- 
1 junction with his Brother Simon, be carried on the War againſt Bacchides. | 


even in ſhedding the laſt drop of his blood in 
defence of their liberty, and not ſuffer their 
nation to remain without the aſſiſtance of a 
leader, now it was reduced to the laſt extre- 
mity. Jonathan, in anſwer to this remonſtrance, 
told them, that he was willing to undergo death 
for their ſakes, and would endeavour to ſhew 
himſelf not any ways unworthy to ſucceed his 
brother; upon which he was declared general, 
by the unanimous conſent of the Fews. 
Bacchides coming to hear of this, and ap- 
prehending that Jonathan might give the king 
and Macedonians a great deal of diſturbance, 
as Fudas had done before, endeavoured to take 
him off by treachery. But this pernicious de- 
ſign could not be carried on unknown either to 
Jonathan or Simon his brotber; who no ſoon- 
er heard of it, but collecting all the perſons 
in their intereſt, they withdrew haſtily into that 
art of the deſart next to the city, where com- 
ing to the lake called Aſphar, they there took 
up their abode. Bacchides, on his part, when 
he came to hear of their ſmall number, and 
that they were ſat down here, marched with 
all his forces with a deſign to give them battle, 
and encamped on the other ſide of Jordan, 
where he refreſhed his army. Jonathan thorough- 
ly acquainted that Bacc hide was coming againſt 
him, ſent his brother John, otherwiſe, called 
Gaddis, to the Nabatæan Arabs, who where in 
friendſhip with him, deſiring them to lay aſide 
the preparations they were making, *till he 
had engaged Bacchides, But as John was pro- 
ſecuting his journey to the Nabatæans, he was 
met by the ſons of Amaræus, who were come 
out ot the city Medaba to lie in wait for him. 
They not only took him and his attendants, 


but 


_ 


but alſo ſeized upon the effects he had with 
him, and then killed him and all his compani- 
ons. But they ſeverely paid for this cruelty, 
as it juſtly deſerved, at the hands of Fobn's 
brethren, as will appear in the ſequel. 

Bact hides hearing Fonatban had encamped 
in the marches of Fordau, deſigned the ſabbath 
for the day of battle, and accordingly on that 
day marched out againſt him, ſuppoſing, through 
reverence of his law, he would not engage him. 
But Jonathan, with a becoming greatneſs of 
ſul, exhorted his companions to behave vali- 
antly, reminding them of the danger their lives 
were in, and how they were ſhut in between 
the enemy and the river, which made it impoſ- 
ſible for them to retrear, for the enemy preſ- 
ſed upon them in front, and the river was in 
their rear; and having begged of God to grant 
him victory, he began the onſet; when in a 
little rime ſeveral of the enemy were killed 
upon the ſpot : But Jonathan ſeeing Bacchides 
endeavouring to puſh vigorouſly upon him, liſt- 
ed up his right arm to ſtrike him, which he 
foreſeeing, warded of the blow; after which 
Jonat han with his men leaped into the river 
and ſwam over, retreating into a place of ſafe- 
ty on the other fide of Fordan. Whereupon 
Bacchides immediately roſe up and went to 
the garriſon at Hiero/olyma: He loſt how- 
ever, about two thouſand of his men, After 
this engagement he fortified ſeveral cities of 
Judea, whoſe walls had been thrown down, 
to wit, Fericho, and Emmaus, and Betberon, 
and Bethella, and Thamnatha, and Pharathon, 
and Tec hon, and Gazara, In all theſe cities 
he buile towers, and furrounded each with a 
ſtrong and high wall, and placed garriſons in 
them, with which they might make inroads 
into the Fews country, and infeſt their terri- 
tories. But the garriſon at Hieroſolyma he moſt 
of all ſtrengthened, and having received from 
the principal men of the town, their ſons as 
hoſtages, he ſhut them up in the tower, which 
he left thus fortified. 


In the mean while a certain man came to 


Fonat han, and Simon his brother, telling them 
the ſons of Amaræus were going to celebrate 
nuptials with a bride they had brought from 
the city Gabatha, being the daughter of an 
illuſtrious and noble Arabian, and, that if 
they had a mind to it, they might, with great 
_ eaſe, carry off the virgin, who was dreſſed in 
"ey rich and ſumptuous apparel. Fonathan 
and Simon, thinking they had met with a fa- 
vourable opportunity to revenge their bro- 
ther, and give his murtherers due puniſhment, 
went to Medaba, and hiding themſelves in 
the mountain, waited the coming of the ene- 
my. But when they perceived them bring- 
ing the virgin, and ſaw the bridegroom, and a 
great company of friends attending upon them, 
as is cuſtomary upon marriages, they ruſhed 


out upon them from their lurking places, and 


put every perſon to death, except the bride, 
whom, together with the ſpoil that followed 
after the company, they took and returned 
with them home. And thus were the ſons 
of Amaræus puniſhed for their murther of 
John; tor they, and the friends who accom- 
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there abode. 


Judea, wrote to all his friends, both 


trary to his expectations. 


) «- 0 
panied them, as alſo their wives and chi 
dren were ſlain, to the number of four h 
dred, . 3 * 
Jonathan and Simon after this tranſadio 
returned back to the marſhes of Fordan, 3 0 
But Bacchides, having forifie 
all udea with ſtrong garriſons, marched ba & 
to the king: From which time, for two ye 
the affairs of the Fews continued in e 
tranquillity. But ſome of the renegade _ 
ill-deſigning 7ews ſeeing Fonathan and ; 
followers, through the benefit of the "oy 
live ſecurely and undiſturbed, ſent nba. 
dors to Demetrius, deſiring him to commany 
back Bacchides in order to take Fongty,,, 
which they repreſented, might be accompliſh. 
ed in a certain ſteep place; and proyidey 
he and his followers were unexpectedly ſet 
upon, they might all, in one night's time, be 
ſecured and puniſhed, The king, upon this 
remonſtrance, ſent Bacchides, who coming into 
and auxiliaries, to apprehend ee 
bring him to him. But all their endearoutg 
were ineffectual, and they were unable 10 
take him; for, having received intelligence 
of their ſecret deſigns, he took all poffble 
care to ſecure himſelt againſt them. HA. 
des enraged at this diſapointment, and in- 
gining the renegade Fews had been the u- 
thors of an idle tale to amuſe the king and 
him, took about five hundred of their prin- 
cipal men, and put them to death. _ This bar- 
barous treatment terrified Jonathan, nnd his 
brother, and their followers, who apprehending 
the worſt, withdrew to a village in the deſart, 
named Bethalaga, which they fortibed wick 
ſtrong towers and walls, and by theſe means 
endeavoured to ſecure themſelves from the 
impending danger. But Bacchides receiving 
intelligence. of Jonathan's deſign drew out 
all the forces he had then with him, and 
calling the Jews, who had revolted to that 
fide, to his aſſiſtance, marched his army agaiul WA 
him, which he cauſed to approach his works, WA 
and laid cloſe ſiege to them for ſeveral ca. BW 
Notwithſtanding the reſolution the beſieget 2 
ſhewed of taking the place, Jonathan did nt ny 
give them the leaſt advantage, but having, it 1 
a long time, made a valiant reſiſtance, he et - 
his brother Simon in the town to prolong 6 Ih 
engagement with Bacchides, while he private £ 
ly went out in the country, and procured : 3} 
powerful reinforcement from the men of - 
party, with which, in the night time, he 175 EL 
reſolute puſh againſt Bacchides's camp, and ſe 2 
ſeveral therein. This encounter gave . 1 1 
intelligence that his brother had attacked 2 =Y 
enemy, for ſeeing the ſudden deſtructiu 
was made, he ruſhed out upon them, - 1 
fire to the works the Macedonians had RY n 
to carry on the ſiege, and commit s, 7 8 
ſlaughter amongſt their men. Bacchi 4 _ 
ing himſelf circumvented by the beſiege = 
that one body in front, and another in . 
puſhed hard upon him, he fell into * __— 
rate concern, ſeeing the ſiege ſucceed 1 
However, he tu 


ö ho "WW! 
ed his anger upon the renegades, be = 


oY 
1 
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as if he had been 
extremely defi- 
the ſiege advan- 


by 


brought him from the king, 
deceived by them ; for he was 
rous, it it was poſſible, to end adva 
rageouſly, and return back with honour. 

nathan, acquainted with his ſentiments, 
ſent ſome perſons to treat with him, to make 
a ſurrender of the priſoners taken on each 
Gde. Bacchides liking the propoſal, conclu- 
ded a treaty with him, to obſerve which both 
par ties bound themſelves by oath, and agreed 
not to commit any further hoſtilities againſt 


* 
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trius: 
fer. Of the Death of Demetrius. 


N the one hundred and fixtieth year, Alex 
FY ander the ſon of Ant:ochus Epiphanes, march- 
dd up into Syria, and ſeized upon Prolomais, 

by the treachery of the ſoldiers garriſoned 
there, who were not ſtrict in their allegiance 
to Demetrius, on account both of his exceſ- 
ie pride, and the difficulty of acceſs to him, 
WE having ſhut himſelf up in a palace fortified 
WE with ſour very ſtrong towers, and built not 
= a great way from Antioch, into which he 
= ſcarcely ſuffered any one to enter. Beſides, he 
= was very indolent and remiſs in the public ad- 
WE miniſtration of affairs, which was a greater 
| ſtep to procure him the hatred of his ſub- 
jects, as we ſhall make appear in the ſequel: 


er was at Ptolomais, he took all his forces 
and marched out to meet him; and alſo ſent 
= ambaſſadors to Jonathan, to deſire his alli- 
WE ance and friendſhip, apprehending, that un- 
leſs he was very expeditious in making this 


ad BEA nd to deſire this, he had yet ſtronger mo- 
bet BW ives, as he imagined Jonathan, remembring 
aut be late injuries he had done him, might 
%, oin with Alexander to ſatisfy his revenge 


pon him; to hinder which deſign, he gave 


eges Wim liberty to raiſe forces, make martial 
« 1 reparations, and receive back the Jewiſh 
;, it Woſtages, whom Bacchides had ſhut up in the 
er at Hieroſolyma. As ſoon as Fonathan 
ig ti WS ceived theſe orders from the king, he went 
rte: Hieroſolyma, and in the preſence and hear- 
nel! e as well of the inhabitants of the town, 
of dhe perſons in the garriſon, read over 
1:07 We letter he had received: The recital- of 
nd 1 ich ſtruck the renegade Fews in the tow- 
np with a great terror, as they now appre- 
Jed ln nded him commiſſioned by the king him- 


ai e to raiſe forces and receive back the hoſ- 
es, whom he would return to their re- 
eie parents. Moreover Jonathan took 
uss reſidence at Hieroſolyma, which he re- 
p< very much, and ordered every thing 
de done according to his own will and 


. * 
* 1 \ 
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mies. The men placed in the ſeveral gar- 


r IL: 
o/ Alexander's great Generoſity to Jonathan, during his Expedition againſt Deme- 


Of bis conferring the Dignity of the Prieſthood upon him, and procuring 
his Alliance, at the Time Demetrius endeavoured to purchaſe it with a greater Of- 


But upon receiving intelligence that Alexan- 


Wrcqueſt, Alexander might obtain it before him. 


=, tr he commanded the walls to be 
| of large ſquare ſtones, to defend the 
n more vigorouſly: againſt the aſſaults of its. 


each other; after which they made an inter- 
change of priſoners. Bacchides immediately 
drew off his army, and returned to Antioch, 
and after this retreat never made another in- 
road into Judea. Jonathan having obtained 
this ſecurity, inhabited the city Mac hma, where 
he exerciſed the ſupreme authority over the 
Jews, and by inflicting exemplary puniſhments 
upon rebels and malefactors, in a great mea- 
ſure reduced his nation to its primitive and 
happy condition. BAY eee ©, 


o 
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riſons throughout Fudea hearing what had been 
done, withdrew out of their fortifications, and 
retired to Antioch : The garriſons, however, 
at Bethſura and Hieroſolyma, kept poſſeſſion 
of their caſtles, being the major part renegade 
Jews of very looſe principles. © 

Now Alexander receiving advice of the 
promiſes Demetrius had made Fonathan, and 
what a valiant man he was, and hearing alſo 
of the many difficulties to which in ſeveral 
engagements he had put the Macedonians, 
and likewiſe how in his turn he had ſaffer- 
ed many hardſhips from the hands of De- 
metrius, and Bacchides his general, took oc- 
caſion to repreſent to his friends, there was 
not at that time a more proper perſon to 
be made his ally than Jonathan, whoſe cou- 
tage had been ſufficiently tried againſt his 
enemies, and whoſe hatred to Demetrius was 
very apparent from the many indignities he 
had received from him, and the ſeveral ho- 
ſtilities he had returned him by way of re- 
taliation. Upon which grounds, if they en- 
tertained the ſame ſentiments with him, which 
were to invite Jonathan into an alliance with 
them againſt Demetrius, there was no pro- 
perer time than the preſent to do it in. 
Alexander and his friends concurring in the 
ſame reſolution, to procure” Jonathan their 
ally, the king wrote him a letter to this 
r e eee e ee 


King Alexander to Fonat han our brother, 
„ 191 3 
c WW: have a long time been acquainted 
8 with your fidelity and courage, which 
has now induced us, to ſend to you perſons to 
court your friendſhip and alliance. Moreover, 
© from the date hereof, we conſtitute you high- 
prieſt of the Fews, and order you to be ſtiled 
* our friend: We have ſent you a purple robe, 
- and a crown'of gold as a preſent, and our de- 
ſire is, you would behave towards us anſwet-' 
able to the favour we have ſhewn you.“ 
Jonathan, upon receiving this letter, dreſt 
himſelf in the prieſtly garment Alexander had 


3 him, the feaſt of tabernacles then being 


'2 
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very near, Which was four years from his 
brother Fudas's death; for none had perform d 
the ſacerdotal office in all that time. Beſides 
he collected a numerous army, and ordered 
many: inſtruments of war to be forged and 
made, which preparations coming to the ears 
of Demetrius, he was ſomewhat troubled, and 
began to blame his indolence and inactivity, 


in not preventing A/exander, by a more advan- 


rageous offer of kindneſs to Jonathan, to procure 
his alliance, and ſuffering him to gain time 
enough to ſupplant him in his deſigns. He 
wrote, however, a letter to Jonathan and his 
countrymen, to the following effect : = 


Demetrius to Fonatban and the Jewiſh 
| nation, Greeting. | 
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PIN CE you have inviolably preſerved the 
0 8 alliance enter'd into with us, and to our 
c enemies, who have made trial of your fidelity, 
« you have not revolted, I commend this ſteady 
« principle of yours, and exhort you to perſevere, 
in the ſame goad intentions, which will pro- 
« cure you the favour of our kindneſs. From 
the ſeveral tributes and penſions, which many 
of you have been accuſtomed to pay the kings 
c my predeceſſors, and myſelf, I diſcharge you. 
c Ne naw eaſe yon from thoſe taxes which 
have been always cuſtomary to be paid. And 
« moreover, I forgive you the price of (a) ſalt, 
and the (b) crowns, which haye from time to 
< time been diſcharged by you: And from this 
« day for ever I remit to you the thirds of your 
« haryeſts, and the halts of your fruits, which 
6 legally T+- to ME, And alſo from this day 
for ever, I diicharge you from the tribute cu- 
« ſtomaxily paid for every perſon inhabiting Fu- 
« da, and the three toparchies adjoining there- 
< to, namely, Samaria, Galilee, and Perha. And 
c my deſire is, that the city Hieroſolfma, and 
< the lands thereto belonging, be Kh ut ſa- 
« cred and inviolable, and be freed from tenths 
and other impoſitions of that nature. And I 
give up .the caſtle there to Fazathax your 
c 6 whom I empower to defend it for 
< us, and place therein his own friends and ac- 
c N And fatther, I ſer at liberty all 


ſe Jews now. actually priſoners in our do- 


c minions, and give orders that the beaſts of 
«© the Fews be not compelled to do ſervile em- 
© ployments ; and that their ſabbaths, and all 
other feſtivals, and the three days immedi- 
« ately preceding ſuch feſtivals, be allowed the 
c owe as days of reſt. Alſo all the Jews in- 
* babitipg in my kingdom, I freely diſcharge, 
© withoat offering any manner of injury to them. 
And 1 grant to all thoſe, willing to enter into 
my ſervice, liberty to inliſt themſelves to the 
© number of three thouſand, who ſhall conſtant- 
c r the ſame pay with my own men: 
Some of them I will place in my garriſons, 
© others ſhall ſerve as my body-guards, and 
< thoſe who are immediately employed in my 


(a) Meaning that he was willing to let them have Salt out of the Salt-pits in Fudes, without thc uſual Piy Be 
29. and chap. xi. ver. 34. muall) yo "Ih 

accuſtomed to make a Preſent of Crowns to their Kings, but afterwards the Aurym, or Gold, which wf 
in lieu of the Crowns, was called Conarium, or the Grown Tas. Sex Gretins, ibid. ' nn 


ment. See Grotius upon 1 Mace. chap. x. ver. 
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© palace, ſhall be advanced to prefeQu,r... 
; — I permit chem wa 
a to live af. 
© ter the laws of their own country, and 
* guardians of their own liberties, and give 
the government of the three toparchies adi 
| ing to Judea 7 and give the high-priet {1 
authority to ſee that no Few have an 45 
e to worſhip God in, than that A PR 
roſolyma. 1 likewiſe give, for the defras.. 
the expence of the ſacrifices, an annual ue 
of one hundred and — thouſand drachms t. 
be paid out of my treaſury, and the over 15 
ſhall revert to your own uſes. And! 1 
to you the ten thouſand drachms, aſually - 
pended by the prieſts in their ſacrifices ad 
which the kings, my predeceſſors, uſually took 
out of the temple ; and whoſoever ſhall take 
refuge in the temple art Hieroſolyma, or its 
incloſure, for non-payment of debts due 0 
my treaſury, or for any other account, I order 
them to be diſcharged, and their effects in. 
demnified. Moreover, I command the tem- 
ple to be rebuilt, and my treaſury ſubje& to 
defray the charges of its building, and 1 a 
order the walls to be new built, and high 
towers to be raiſed upon them, the expences 
' whereof ſhall be paid out of my own revenues, 
And laſtly, if there is any caſtle, which for 
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the defence of Judea ought to he fortified 

all the repai:s and fortifications ſhall be made iſ 
at my own particular coſt.” ' _ = 
This was the ſubſtance of the, letter Dau. (WW 
trius ſent to the Fews, whom he was deſtos WAY 
to gain to his intereſt by large promiſes, Aa- 
auder, in the mean. while, having raiſed a u- 


merous army, conſiſting not only of metci- 
naries, but other ſoldiers who flocked to hin 
out of Syria, put himſelf at their head, and 
marched them againſt Demetrius. When the 
engagement was begun, Demetrius's left wing 
put thoſe who oppoſed it to flight, and put- 
ſued them a long time, killing a great nun- 
ber, and rifling their camp; but his right wing, 
in which he himſelf was, was entirely routed, 
which the reſt of his army ſeeing, immediate) 
gave ground and fled. Demetrius notwitl- 
ſtanding, tought valiantly; and flew 4 great 
number of the enemy; but purſuing ſome df 
them on horſeback, he happened to come i 
a deep bog, very difficult to be paſſed, uber 
falling from his horſe, and unable to get ol 
he was ſlain, For the enemy, ſeeing the un 
fortunate condition to which he was reduce 
turned back, and ſurrounding him, cove 

him with their darts, whereby he died. U. 
metrius, though on foot, made a valiant “ 
ſiſtance, but at length fainting with the 047 Bee 
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wounds he had received, and unable to mat 2 
any longer defence, he fell. Thus did 8 1 
metrius pay his laſt debt to nature, in ks = 
venth year of his reign, as we have men pe 
in the foregoing. ety. = 
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HE ſon of Onias the high- prieſt, named 

after his father, and the ſame perſon 
who had went over to Ptolomy, named Philo- 
metor, and took up his abode at Alexan- 
dria, as we have already taken notice of, 
ſeeing Fudea reduced to great calamiries by 
the continual hoſtilities and ravages of the 
Macedonians and their kings, and deſiring to 
procure himſelf an everlaſting name and cha- 
racer, reſolved to ſend ambaſſadors to King 
Ptolomy and queen Cleopatra, with a petition 
for leave to ere&t a temple in A#gypr like 
that at Hieroſolyma, and conſtitute in it Le- 
vites and prieſts of his own nation. To which 
performance he was influenced by a great faith 
he had conſtantly placed in a prophecy of 
E/aias, who, ſix hundred years before, had 
foretold that a temple ſhould be built 1n 
A2ypt, to the honour of the moſt high God, 
by a Few. Onias, encouraged by this prophe- 
cy, and animated with a deſire of fulfilling 
it, wrote the following letter to Profomy and 
_ Copatra - 


=» © Foraſmuch as, through the aſſiſtance of 
= < God, I have performed, to. your mutual ad- 
= < vantages, ſeveral military exploits, and have 
gone through Cx/o-Syria and Phænicia, and 
in company with the Fews, have viewed 
Leontopolis, a city in the prefecture of 
Heliopolis, and ſeveral other places belong- 
ing to that nation, and have obſerved great 
numbers of their people to have temples 
which they ought not, the number whereof 
occalions great animoſities amongſt them, 
as is ſeen amongſt the Agyptiaus, the mul- 
titude of whoſe temples, and the different 
opinions they entertain about religion, create 
great feuds and broils amongſt them; I 
have therefore found a very convenient 
place in the tower, dedicated to Diana 
the rural, which abounds in materials of va- 
rious ſorts, and is well ſtocked with ſacred 
animals. Wherefore my petition to you is, 
—_ that you would grant me leave ro purify 
the temple there, not yet dedicated to an 
deity, and ready to tumble down for 
_ want of repairs, and to make of it a tem- 
ple like that at Hieroſolyma, for the ſer- 
vice of the moſt high God, with the 
© lame dimenſions every way, for yourſelf, 
—_ nd children, that the Jews inhabi- 
—_ pt, meeting there with an unanimous 
_ cnt, may prove beneficial to your king- 
om by their obedience. For E/aias the 
> PE foretold that an altar was to be 
built in Zgypt, dedicated to God the Lord, 
and propheſied ſeveral other things of the 
1 Ike nature in the ſame paſſage.” 
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1 | p his was the letter Onias ſent to king 
A my, of whoſe devout inclinatians, as alſo 
Cleopatra s, his ſiſter and wife, a thorough 
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OF the Frizndſbip between Onias and Ptolomy Philometor z and of” Onias's erefing 6 
f ; „„ MONET Egypt, like that at Hieroſolyma. Sts | | 


con jecture may be made from the letter they 
returned in anſwer to Ouiasꝰ's petition, for they 
made his tranſgreſſion of the law fall upon his 

own head. The epiſtle they wrote back, was 

to the following efrect: 


King ptolomy and Queen Cleopatta, to Onias, 
sf Greeting : he a 
«7 E have peruſed the petition you 


c 


C 


ſwore by 


ſent us, wherein you deſire a grant 
* to purily the temple, called Bubaſtis, and 
© ready to fall down, at Leontopolis in the 
prefecture of Heliopolis. We are full of 
© wonder how a temple you ſay you are de- 
© ſ{irous to rebuild, can be acceptable to God, 
© which ſtands 1n an impure place, and is fil- 
led with facred animals. 5 

© quainted us, E/aias the prophet, a long time 

© ago, propheſied this ſhould be done, we grant 
you licence to perform it, on condition it 1 
* be done conformably to the law, wherebß 11 
< all appearance of tranſgreſſion on our fide 


may be taken away, and we may ſeem inno- 
* cent in the affair.” | 


Onias having procured a grant of the place, 
erected a temple and altar to the honour 
of God, much like that at Hieroſolyma, but 
far ſhort as to the dimenſions and richneſs of 
it. It will be needleſs in this place to give a 
particular account, either of its dimenſions, or 
the veſſels dedicated to its ſervice, fince in the 
ſeventh book of the Fewiſh wars, I have 
taken notice of ſome of them. Beſides Ozias 
found certain eus of the ſame principles with 
himſelf, who officiated as prieſts and Levites 
in his new erected temple, and performed the 
ſacrifices, and other divine offices due to God. 
But this is ſufficient at preſent. A 

Amongſt the Fews and Samaritans, who 
had introduced a religion in the temple ere&- 
ed on mount Garixim, under the reign of Alex- 
ander the Great, there happened a great ſe- 
dition at Alexandria, which grew to ſuch a 
height, that Ptolomy was made judge be- 
tween them in their different diſputes about 
their temples. The eus maintained the tem- 
ple at Hieroſolyma was built according to the 
preſcription of Mopſes; and the Samaritans, 
on the other hand, ſtood up for that built 
on Garizim. They ſtrenuouſly petitioned the 
king to let their cauſe be tried before a 
committee of their reſpective friends, under a 
condition that the ſide loſing the diſpute 
ſhould ſuffer death. Sabbens and Theodofins 
detended the ſide of the Camaritans; but for 
the Hiero/olymites and eus, Andronicus the 
ſon of Meſſelamus, was council: Each party 

od and the king to produce all 
their vouchers out of the law, and earneſtly 
begged the king to puniſh with death that per- 
ſon who was found to violate his oath. Upo 
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in the temple, and how the kings 

had pa , paid an high cs. * 
ſolemn wotſhip, by many magnificent 
donations; that, on the contrary, 
ple at Garizim, as if it had never 
fo far from being taken notice of, that 
one perſon could be produced either à »...* 
or benefactor to it. While Andronicys 
larging on thefe words, and many more 
like purpoſe, the king was induced t 
judgment, that the temple at Hieroſo} 


this Ptolomy carried a great many of his friends 
into the court, and ſat down to hear their 
cauſe ; the Fews of Alexandria were extreme- 
ly diſtruſtful of thoſe who were council to 
4 the rights of the temple at Hieroſoly- 
ma; for they ſuggeſted mighty fears to them- 
ſelves, leſt a temple of ſo great antiquity, 
and whoſe fame had been ſpread over all the 
world, ſhould be diminiſhed in its authority 
and repute, Sabbaus and Theodrfins Having 
granted Andronicus liberty to open his diſ- 
conrſe firſt, he accordingly began his harangue 
from the law, and endeavoured to confirm the 
truth of his words by irrefragable arguments 
deduced from thence, namely, how in a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion from father to ſon the high- 
prieſts had enjoyed their dignity, and prefided 


built according to the inſtitution: of , 
and Sabbæus and Theodoſius deſerved to fufler 
death. And theſe are the tranſactions con 
ing the Fewiſh affairs, under the reign | 

lomy Philometor. AR En e f cramp 
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CHAP. IV. e 


Of Alexander's great Eſteem for Jonathan, and of the Alliance entered into with lin 


by Demetrius, Son of Demetrius, after he had defeated Alexander. 


D EMET RIUS, as we have juſt- before 

obſerved, having loſt his life in battle, 
Alexander ſeized upon the kingdom of Syria, 
and wrote to. Ptolomy Philometor, requeſting 
his daughter in marriage, and repreſenting the 
juſtice -of - ſuch a proceeding, in order to eſta- 
bliſh a friendſhip between them, after he had 
recovered the government of his anceſtors, be- 
ing led thereto by the providence of God, 
who had made him conqueror over Deme- 
trius, and that in all other reſpects he was not 
unworthy of ſuch an alliance, Prolomy gave 
a favourable ear to this demand, and wrote 
back an anſwer, repreſenting the great joy he 
conceived tor his having regained the kingdom 
of his father, and withal promiſed to give 
him his daughter in marriage: To which end, 
he ordered him to come and meet him art 


| Ptolomais, whither he would bring his daugh- 


ter from AÆgypt, to have the nuptials cele- 
brated. Ptolomy, according to his letter, made 
all neceſſary preparations, and came to Ptolo- 
mais with his daughter Cleopatra, where he 
met Alexander, according to the command he 
had given him in his epiſtle, to whom he gave 
his daughter in marriage, and beſtowed 1n 
dowry with her as much gold and ſilver as 
was agreeable to the generoſity and liberality of 
a king. | | | 
A the nuptial ſolemnities were over, 
Alexander wrote a letter to Jonathan, with 
orders to come to Ptolomais, who arriving and 
appearing. before the two kings, and beſtow- 
ing on each ſeveral magnificent preſents, he 
was received with great marks of honour and 
eſteem. For Alexander ordered him to pull 
off his own cloaths, and be dreſſed in purple; 
and after having placed him on his throne with 
him, he commanded his officers to take him 


along with them into the midſt of the city, and 


Proc it unlawful for any one to charge 
im with any crime, or to offer him any man- 
ner of injury in any reſpect. The officers hav- 
ing put their order in execution, his enemies, 
and thoſe who were prepared to accuſe him, 
finding their deſign fruſtrated, and obſerving 


 to-Syria, he left Apollonius Daus, who march- 


the edict which enjoined them to honour hin, 
fled away, apprehending the conſequence would 
prove fatal to them. Alexander's inclinations 
to ſerve Jonathan were fo great, that he fer 
him down as the chiefeſt of all his friends. 

In the one hundred and ſixty fifth year, D- 
metrius, fon of Demetrius, with a numerous bo- 
dy of mercenary troops, given him by Leh- 
nes the Cretan, paſſed over from Crete into 
Cilicia, the news of which gave Alexander 8 
great deal of concern, but recolleCting hin- 
ſelf, he marched out of Phenicia to 4tiich, 
to put affairs there in a poſture of defence, be- | 
fore the arrival of Demetrius. To guard (n- 
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ing with a numerous army to Famnia, he ſent 
a letter to Jonathan; wherein he repreſented, 
© The diſhonour of his living ar his eaſe 
and pleaſure, exempted from any ſubjection 
© to the king, the thought of which mul 
© needs prove very diſagreeable to all honek 
© men. Do not then, ſaid he, fit down in the 
* mountains, and flatter yourſelf with 4 vall 
© opinion of your ſtrength, but if you re 
on your native courage, come down into ie 
« plain, and make trial with our men, that! 
© may appear on whom victory ſhall fall, and 
© by that means prove which party 18 10 
© valiant. Let me, however, acquaint q 
= 
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that the very ſtouteſt men of every city fl 


under my banner, for they are ſuch 28 bur is 


conſtantly defeated your anceſtors. Bees 'H 
you will now have an opportunity t ® By 8 
gage with us in a country, remarkable u 


fighting with martial weapons, and not 
ſtones, and where the vanquiſhed will be (lr B* 
tirely hindered from making a rettet.. 
Jonathan, nettled at this inſulting m þ = 
with ten thouſand choice men, aided by + 
brother Simon, marched out of Hier«/0/% 
and coming to Foppa, the cities 0 v 


* 
P ; 


town had ſhut their gates upon him, there 5 
ing a garriſon therein placed by N 3B 
encamped before it. But when he wa 15 3 

ring to lay ſiege to the place, the inha 5 3 
apprehending he would take it by ſtorm, , AY 
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ed their gates to him. Apollonius ebe 
town had ſurrendered to Jonathan, with three 
thouſand horſe and eight thouſand foot, 1 
to Azotus ; whence, marching with a flow an 
eaſy rout, he recover'd an aſcent before Foppa, 
where, - pretending a retreat, he drew 4 
han into the plain, placing his confidence an 
hopes of conqueſt in his cavalry. Jonathan 
followed him as far as Azotus, but perceiving 
the enemy drawing out in the plain, he faced 
about, and began the engagement. Apollonius 
had planted a thouſand horſe in ambuſcade at 
a certain river, to fall upon the enemy's rear. 
Jonathan ſoon came to underſtand this, but was 
not in the leaſt diſpirited, but placed his army 
naa quadrangular form, and exhorted his men 
= boldly to repel the enemy's force on all ſides, 
having marſhalled his ſoldiers in ſuch a poſture, 
that they might with eaſe defend themſelves 
WW againit any attack either in front or rear. The 
battle continuing 'till evening, Jonathan gave 
paart of the army to Simon his brother, with 
orders to attack the enemy's main body, while 
WE he commanded his own party, to receive the 
= ſhowers of the adverſaries darts on their ſhields, 
= which orders, were immediately put in execu- 
tion. The enemy's horſe in the mean while 
Ws threw all their darts, without doing Jonathan's 
men any manner of injury, for they never 
touched their bodies, but falling upon their 
= ſhiclds, which by reaſon of their many doubles 
being very chick, their force was broke, and 
their execution rendered ineffectual. The ene- 
ny continuing to throw their darts from morn- 
ing till evening, by which time they began to 
be weary, S mon obſerved their ſtrength failed 
hem, and making a proper uſe of the oppor- 
unity, immediately ordered his men to puſh 
upon their main body, which they did with 
ereat reſolution, and in a little time forced 
beir enemies to fly. The cavalry no. ſooner 
a the infantry give ground and retreat, be- 
ing unable any longer to make any reſiſtance, 
oy rcaſon of their wearineſs, and all the hopes 


bat ſudden flight fruſtrated, they 2 
ad in great confuſion turned their backs, diſ- 
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eerſing themſelves all over the plain. Jonathan, 
pus obtaining the victory, © purſued / thoſe 
ho fled as far as Azotus, a great number 


1 pt whom he put to the ſword, and the 
ul Weſt, deſpairing of ſaſety, he forced to take 
vl Rc tuge in the temple of Dagon, which was at 
s. Jonathan taking the town at the 
rt aflauir, laid it and the neighbouring vil- 
* 2 in aſhes : The temple of Dagon did not 
£06 ape his fury, for he ſer fire to that alſo, 
Ta defraped by the flames all thoſe who had 
* Len ſanctuary therein. Now the number of 
. 


enemy, which fell in battle, and periſhed 
be flames of the temple, amounted to eight 
nd perſons. After this remarkable victo- 
= he marched from Azatus, and went to 4/- 
1 Jon, the inhabitants whereof. met him with 
ecents and garlands. After he had commend- 
_ cir loyalty, he departed from them, and 
rere hm, with a great ſpoil taken 
E ol his vanquiſhed enemies. Alexander re- 
eng ntelligence of the overthrow which his 


iu Apollenius had received, ſeemed under 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


no great concern, becauſe, contrary to his ex- 
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bey had placed in their main body being by 
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pectations, he had given battle to Jonathan, 
who was in alliance with him; and to ſatisf 
Jonathan that his friendſhip was not leſſened, 
he ſent him, as a preſent and mark of honour, 
a chain of gold, ſuch as kings uſually give to 
perſons of their own blood ; and beſides, he 
beſtowed the toparchy of Accaxon upon him 
and his heirs for ever. 7 3 

In the mean while king Prolomy, ſirnamed 
Philometor, with deſign to aſſiſt Alexander, ſail- 
ed into Syria with a fleet of ſhips, having on 
board a numerous body of infantry : He was 
father-in-law to Alexander, and was at this 
prince's command joytully received by every 
city, the inhabitants whereof eſcorted him to 
Azotus, where numerous complaints were made 
to him concerning the temple of Dagon's being 
burnt ; beſide, they accuſed Jonathan of having 
laid the temple in aſhes, and ravaged the coun- 
try with fire, and put great numbers of them 
to the ſword. Ptolomy gave ear to all their 
complaints, but did not think fit at that time 
to return any anſwer to them. Jonathan in the 
mean while met Prolomy at Foppa, and was re- 
ceived by him with rich preſents, and great 
marks of honour ; but after he had accompanied 
the king as far as the river called Eleutherus, 
he returned back to Hiereſolyma. 

King Ptolomy at laſt, beyond all manner of 
hopes, got to Ptolomais, for he was near 
loſing his life by the treachery of Ammonius 
his own friend, who had been hired for that 
purpoſe by Alexander. But as ſoon as he 
had made a diſcoyery of the plot, he | ſent 
Alexander a letter, demanding him to deliver 
Ammonius up to puniſhment, ſaying, he,had 
laid in wait for his life, and therefore re- 
quired he might be chaſtiſed as his wicked- 
neſs deſerved. But Alexander refuſing to ſur- 
render him, Prlolomy was violently enraged, 
and imagined that he was at the bottom of the 
conſpiracy. Indeed Alexander at this time was 
not upon very good terms with the citizens of 
Antioch, and their complaints were occaſion'd 
wholly on account of this Ammonius, who had 
treated many of them with great indignities. 
But at length he received a meritorious pu- 


niſhment for his villanies, being put to death 


ſhamefully 7 a woman, having committed an 
action, which obliged him to hide himſelf in 
woman's apparel. But this we have mention'd 
in nacher ee, unn os 81255 

Ptolomy, in the mean time, reflecting with 
great uneaſineſs on his having given Alexander 
his daughter in marriage, and entered into 
an alliance oppoſite to the intereſts of Deme- 
trius, broke off the league of affinity with 
him; and having taken away his daughter 
from him, he immediacely. ſons ambaſladors 
to Demetrius, with offers of friendſhip and al- 
liance, and a promiſe to give him his daughter 
in marriage, and reſtore him to the kingdom 
of his father. Demetrius was extremely well 
pleaſed with the abaſſadors propoſals, and 
readily. embraced both the alliance and mar- 
riage, notwithſtanding Prolomy had one diffi 
culty to remove, which was, to engage the 


citizens of Antioch to open their gates to De- 


metrius, being out of his intereſts on account 
Gggg 88 ot 
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"of the wtongs his father Demetrius had done 
them. However, this was eaſily accompliſh- 
ed; for the people of Antioch entertained a 
very great hatred againſt Alexander, for his 
ſiding with Ammonius, as we have juſt now 
mentioned, ſo that they were eaſily induced 
to expel him from their city; after which 
diſprace he withdrew itito Cilicia. But Ptolo- 
ny was no ſooner come into their city, than 
he was declared king by the unanimous voice 
df the citizens and army; upon which they 
put two diadems upon his head, the one re- 
preſemting Aa, thè other Agypt. Bur Pto- 
ſomy being a prince naturally of a good and 
mild diſpoſition, not covetous of another per- 
ſon's right, and withal having a juſt thought 
of what might probably happen, ſhould he 
take upon him the government of 4/4, that 
it would ipfallibly give the Romans an oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing their jealotiſy, he reſolved 
to drop his pretenſions, and aſſembling the 


citizens of Anticch, he defired them to re= 7 


ceive Demetrius, repreſenting, © That he 
© being now well affired of their loyalty, 
© would no longer regard the hatred they had 
born him on his father's account; that he 
© would alſo be their leader and general; and 
and promiſed to give them his aſſiſtance in 
© redrefling the wrongs they ſhould at any time 
© ſaffer : And added, that he himſelf was very 
© well ſatisfied with his kingdom of Apt. 
This ſpeech had ſuch an effect upon them, that 
they voluntarily admitted Demetrius into theit 
town. is | | | | 

Alexander having raiſed a numerous and 
powerful army, marched” out of Cilicia, and 
made an inroad intò ria, where he ravaged 
all the country about Antioch with fite and 
ſword. Prolomy and Demetrius, his ſon-in-law, 
(for he had married Prolomy's daughter) mareh- 
ed an army againſt him, obtained a complete 
victory over him, and forced him to fly, 
whereupon he withdrew into Arabia. In this 
battle Prolomy had an unhappy miſchance, which 
was thus: His horſe hearing the roar of an e- 
lephant, was ſrighted at the noiſe, and threw 
Pfolomy off from his back to the ground; which 
the enemy perceiving,” furiouſly charged upon 
him,-and having given him feyeral wounds 
upon his head, he was near to lofing his 
lite: But his guards by good fortune delivered 
him from the enemy, but not before he had 
received ſo much hurt, that for four days 
ſucceſſively he had loft both the uſe of his 
ſenſes and ſpeech. In the mean time Zabelus, 
the Dyneſt of Arabia, cut off the head of Alex- 
ander, and ſent it to Ptolomy, who, on the fifth 
day, having ſome eaſe from his wounds, and 
coming to himſelf, ſeemed to be very glad 
at hearing the news; and when the head 
was brought before him, he took an extreme 
pleaſure in looking upon it, but having ſome 
ſhort time gratified his deſire in gazing thereat, 
he himſelf gave up the ghoſt. - Alexander en- 
joyed the Ahn empire five years, and was fir- 
named Balas, as we have mentioned in another 
pines: - M e ee e 
Demetrius, ſirnamed Nicator, having thus 
obtained the kingdom, out of his inhuman diſ- 
poſition, began to treat the army of Ptolomy 


* 
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with great cruelty, not regarding the a 


* 


he had made with him, or ever refleg; lance 


was his ſon-in-law, having married his 4,8 he 


ter Cleopatra. This uſage made the lde 
$ 


fearing his crnelty, withdraw to Alu; 1» 
but ate denen fell to Damen t os 
During theſe tranſactions, Jonathan the bel. 
prieſt raiſed an atmy out of Igh. 
marched it with a deſign to lay liege 
tower at Hieroſolyma, defended by a 
of Macedonians, and a company of fu 10 

Jews, who had relinquiſhed the laws 9. — 
country. At firſt the beſieged, relying on to 
ſtrength of the place, ſeemed to deſpiſe 4 
works prepared by Fonathan to carry on the 
ſiege : But in the night time ſeveral with 

the tower made their eſcape, and went " 
Demetrius to acquaint him that the tower ya 
beſieged, the neus whereof” exaſperating hin 
he put himſelf at the head of an army, 20 
marched from Antioch to go and encounter 
onathan. But arriving at Ptolemais, he wore 
him a letter, wherein he ordered him to cons 
immediately to him thither : This meſſge 
however, made him not break up the ſiege, bor 
taking the elders of the people and the prieft 
and carrying with him gold and filver, 2 fich 
robe, and other  prefents, he went to De- 
metrius, and preſented them to him, whereby 
he pacified him: Nay, Demetrius received hin 
with fo much reſpeEt, that he confert'd the 
dignity of the prieſt hood upon him, as had 


been done by his predeceſſors, and confirmed 


it to him. And beſides, when certain malici- 
dus perſons endeavoured to accuſe him, De- 
metrius was ſo far from giving credit to their 
complaints, that, upon Fonathan's bare pet. 
tion, he order'd that all Judea, and the three 
toparchies, 10 wit, Samaria, Peræa, and G6 
Hlee, ſhould only pay three hundred talents; 
and ro confirm this, he ordered a letter to be 
wtote, to publiſh his decree to all, to thi 
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7 111 * 


King Demetrius 70 Jonathan our bother, am 
I "the re of the Jews, Greeting : 


A Copy of the letter we date wir NW 
4 


* facxion. 


King Demetrius 2 Laſthenes our fal, 


O the Jes our beloved, who pref E 
1 the rights of alliance with is, | "BW 
« deetecd to return à ſingular mark ae IX 
© your and Kindneſs. To which en 1 Bl 
„bote, 1 remit to thei the chte pre WW 


vin Apherium, Lida, and Rami 105 i 
out of $4m22rin, and added to Filet," 
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by thofe who performed facrifices 
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all Juda, and | 


n 
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K 
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„ to Laſhenes our father, we have a” S 
Ene you for your infornin al 6 f 


for ever from all Hanner of tribute © 
ot the 


© out of the fruits of the earth, 
© of trees, and all other arrears 
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= © crowns. Wherefore let it be your 
c . care, to procure a copy to be tran- 
« {cribed of this my letter, which I would have 
given to Jonathan, to the end it may be 
« poſted up in the moſt conſpicuous part of the 
© holy temple. 


This was the ſubſtance of this king's letter. 
As ſoon as Demetrius perceived every thing in 
tranquility, that the late danger was over, and 
his apprehenſion of war removed, he disband- 
ed nis men, firſt diſcharging their pay. But 
he leſſened his ſoldiers pay, and only gave 


Te bn - $62, 2% 


s, eſtabliſhed Antiochus, Son of Alexander, 
Alliance wich Jonathan, Of bis. Military 


in the Kingdom, and entered into an 


Exploits and Embaſſies. 


FN NE of Alexander's generals, named Dic- 
dotus, and ſirnamed Tryphon, by nation 
an Apamenian, underſtanding the difference 
between: Demetrius and his ſoldiers, went 
to Malchus the Arabian, under whom Antio- 
chus, the ſon of Alexander, had received his 
education, and having acquainted him wath the 
mutiny of Demetrius's ſoldiers, and the bad 
* underſtanding between that prince and them, 
he adviſed him to put Antiochus into his hands, 
as being ready to make him king, and place 
him on his father's throne, At firſt Male hus 
| ſeemed very unwilling to comply with this 
advice, as putting not- ſufficient truſt in him; 
= but upon 7ryphon's earneſt ſollicitations and 
many intreaties, he was induced at length to 
= grant him his requeſt. Now the actions of 
= this perſon will be plainly deſcribed in the 
: ; : ſequel. er ee | 

a the mean while Jonathan the high-prieſt, 
—= deſiring to draw out of the tower at Hieroſo- 
ina thoſe in poſſeſſion of it, to wit, the many 
renegade and fugitive Fews ſhut up therein, as 
alſo to clear all the other garriſons planted up 
and down the neighbouring country, ſent am- 
BE baſadors with very magnificent preſents to 
Demetrius, defirmg him to eject out of the ſe- 
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hen Rv eral garriſons the ſoldiers quartered in them. 
ati To this repreſentation the king return'd anſwer, 


eequeſted, but a great deal more, after an end 
aas put to the war then upon his hands, which 
that time took up all his time to carry it on; 
ind he begged him to ſend him a number of 


refer: WE x11iary troops, repreſenting that all his own 
[| br: ren had revolted from him. Jonathan in com- 
no i PL ance with this requeſt ſent him three thouſand 
chere - noice 'men; o gan 
«Qu WE The people of Antioch, on no good terms 
4, Uh th Demetrius, for the ſeveral indignities he 
ani l ad offered them, and alſo being offended” at 
ut WR”. for the many affronts they had received 
noe rem his father Demetrius, only waited an ep- 
at He rrtunmy wherein they might moſt eonvenient- 


er upon him. But finding Jonat han had 
r him a conſiderable ſupply of men, and 
eagming he might in a ſhort time be able 

nie a numerous army, unleſs neceſſary 

| | | od 2 ; * RD 9 


How Tryphon, having defeated Demetriu 


chat he would not only perform hat he had 


1 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 303 


thoſe à full reward whom. he had brought 


from Crete, and the other iſlands, and conti- 
nued their pay after they were disbanded, but 
gave his own ſoldiers nothing. This very much 
incenſed bis own men, who, not brooking 
the difference made between them, immediately 
conceived an implacable hatred againſt him. 
For the kings, his predeceſſors, in the time of 
peace, had continued their ſoldiers pay, in or- 
der to have them ready and willing to under- 
take any expedition, which was neceſſary to be 
carried on. E 


# F 19 - 
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48 


means were made uſe of to hinder his deſigns, 
they unanimouſly took up arms, and ſurround- 
ed his palace, as if they had reſolved to lay 
ſiege to it, and having guarded all the avenues 
leading thereto, they made a vigorous endea- 
vour to get the king into their hands. But he 
finding the citizens of Antioch his declared 
enemies, and in arms, took his mercenaries and 
the Fewiſh auxiliaries, and began a ſharp con- 
flict with the citizens, but finding himſelf un- 
able to withſtand their numbers, being ſeveral 
thouſands, he was forced to ſubmit himſelf to 


their ſuperior power. The Fews, ſeeing the 


Antiochiaus conquerors, ' withdrew. into the 
rooms of the king's palace, from whence 
they threw their darts upon the enemy be- 
low, who were too far off to do any execu- 
tion amongſt them, by reaſon of the height 
of the place. As they fought ſo high, which 
in effect proved of very great advantage to 
them, they not only much annoyed and gal- 
led the citizens underneath, but with great 


eaſe drove them from the ad joining houſes, 


to which they preſently ſer fire, which ſpread- 
ing itſelf over all the city, the houſes of 
which, for the moſt part being built of wood, 
all the town immediately was in a terrible 
blaze. The Antiochinns finding themſelves not 
only unable to bring any aſſiſtance, but de- 
ſtitute of power to extinguiſh the flames, fled: 
Upon which the 7ews jumping from houſe to 
houſe, in that manner purſued them, whereb 
a moſt aſtoniſhing and bloody ſcene of mur- 
ther was obſerved. For the king ſeeing the 
citizens buſied in endeavouring to fave their 
wives and children, and no Ways deſirous to 
continue the encounter, attacked them in ſeve- 
ral narrow paſſes, by which means he made a 
terrible ſſaughter amongſt them, and compelled 
them to throw down their arms, and ſurrender 
themſelves to him; after which he patdond 
their rebellion, and put a ſtop to the preſent 
ſedirion. But he ſent back to Jonathan the 
auxiliary Fers laden with ſpoils, and amp 
gratified them, as if they had been the real 0. 
khors of the victory, ordering them, on their 
-arrval” at Hieroſolhma, to acquaint the high- 
prieſt with the acknowledgment he made for 
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his having ſent ſo timely a ſuccour. But De- 
metrius ſhoruly after appeared very ungrateful, 
for he deceived Jonathan in the promiſes he 
had made him, and denounced open war a- 
ainſt him, if he did not pay the ſeveral tri- 
binen uſually due to the kings of Syria his 
predeceſſors. He had actually done thus, if 
Tryphon had not prevented him, and made the 
forces prepared againſt Fonathan revolt and 
engage themſelves in his intereſts ; for return- 
ing out of Arabia into Syria with Ant ioc hus, 
who was yet but a youth, he placed the dia- 
dem upon his head, upon which all thoſe ſoldiers 
who had not received their pay, made an entire 
revolt from Demetrius, With theſe he en- 
ged him in an open battle, wherein he ob- 
tained a complete victory, not only winning 
his elephants, but reducing to his obedience 
the city of Antioch. 

Demetrius after this defeat withdrew into 
Cilicia. But the youth Antiochus, ſent ambaſ- 
ſadors with a letter to Fonathan, deſiring his 
friendſhip and alliance, and confirmed him in 
the prieſthood, and ſurrendered up to him the 
four prefectures, or governments, ad joining to 
FJudea. To theſe he added a preſent of golden 
veſſels and cups, and a purple robe to be freely 
made ule of. Beſides, he made him a gift of a 
gold chain, and ordered him to be placed in 
the liſt of his beſt friends. He conſtituted his 
brother Simon, general of all his forces in the 
countries between Tyre and AÆgypt. Fonathan, 
extremely rejoiced at the preſents Antiochus 
had made him, ſent ambaſſadors to him and 
Tryphon, promiſing them his friendſhip and al- 
liance, and readineſs to engage in a war againſt 
Demetrius; repreſenting, the ill return that 
prince had made him for the many favours and 
advantages he had received in his extremities 
from him, inſtead of requiting which, with an 
honourable return, he had repaid him ignominy 
and an unhandſome treatment. 78 

Antioc hus having granted him leave to raiſe 
a numerous army out of Hria and Phenicia, 
in order to engage the generals of Demetrius, 
he immediately ſet out upon his march to the 
ſeveral cities, ſome of which received him 
with marks of, diſtinction, but waved givin 
him ſoldiers. But marching from theſe, he 
came to Aſcalon, the inhabitants of which town 
rnaning out to meet him, and endeavouring to 
outdo one another in the preſents they carried 
to him, he adviſed them, and all the other ci- 


ties of Syria, to revolt from Demetrius, and join 


themſelves to the intereſts of Antiochus, with 

whom, at ſo favourable a time, they might have 

an opportunity of revenging themſelves 72 
or 


Demetrius for the ill treatment they had 


merly received at his hands: For, if they were 
inclined to engage in ſuch an action, they might 
but think a little, and a great many juſt rea- 
ſons would preſent themſelves to favour the 
juſtice of ſuch a deſign. After he had uſed all 


his methods to induce the ſeveral cities to pro- 


miſe Antiochus their friendſhip and alliance, and 
be confederates in the war he was going to un- 
dertake, he went to Gaza to gain for Antio- 
chus the ſame favour from the citizens there. 
Bur theſe he found of quite different ſentiments 


from what he had formed in his mind; for they 


Fravivs Jostrnvus 


/ 


ſhut their gates upon him, and refuſed «... 
pouſe the cauſe of: Non; b — il 
that of Demetrius. This refuſal ſo > L 
Jonathan, that he laid fiege to their 0 4 
and ravaged the country round about: og 
employed one part of his army in ca le 
on the ſiege againſt the town, and with 10 
other he made inroads into their territor 
laying them waſte with fire and ſword. Th 
men of Gaza ſeeing themſelves involved " 
and ſuffering theſe calamities, and findin 5 
relief coming from Demetrius, and the dan my 
of remaining long in their preſent unha 5 
condition; that the ſuccour they expedi.! 
might be for ſome time delayed, and the x 
rival of the king was uncertain, they at leng;1 
concluded it would be the beſt piece of p- 
dence to relinquiſh Demetrius, and endenon 
to procure Jonathan's favour by a ready fy. 
miſſion. To this end they ſent a meſſenger ty 
him, to offer him their alliance, and give him 
a promiſe of their aſſiſting him with ther 
arms. This is but too commonly the c<{; 
with mankind, who, before they experience 
ro their coſt, croſſes and difficulties, are little 
ſenſible what is for their advantage, For it 
is often ſeen when they fall into any cala- 
mity, then it is, that they alter their reſolu- 
tions, which it had been prudence in them to 
have done before their troubles: had fell up- 
on them, which pouring down upon their 
heads, they at length come to underſtand their 
ill- timed perverſneſs and obſtinacy. Fonathan 
having concluded a league of friendſhip with 
them, and received  hoitages for the faithful 
performance of the treaty, ſent them to Hier 
ſolyma, and travelled all the country over as 
far as Damaſcus. E. K 55 
Fonathan having heard that the generals 
of Demetrius were marched to the city Ce- 


daſa, lying between Tyre and Galle, with 


a numerous army (for they thought to have 
drawn him out of Syria into Galilee, imagining 
he would not let ſlip any opportunity to come 
to the aſſiſtance of the Galileans, under li 
juriſdiction) went to meet them, leaving I 
brother Simon in Fudea; who, having raiſed 
as numerous an army as he could out of the 
country, and encamped before Bethſura, one of 
the beſt fortified towns in all Judea, laid fe 
to it, in which Demetrius, as we have mar 
tioned above, had placed a very ſtrong garri 
Simon having raiſed his ramparts, and fixed b 
engines, and ſhewing plain ſigns of carry ng d 
the ſiege with all poſſible vigour and refolut® 
the garriſon began to apprehend, that it 

took the place, they ſhould be put to den 
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To prevent which, they ſent a, meſſenger ) Bu 
Simon, to beg (upon the aſſurance of bis 0", Bp 


to indemnify them, ) leave to withdraw ut 
the country, and retire to Demetrius. 'Havllh 
ſworn. to perform what they demanded, 
drove them out of the town, and fortits® 
with a garriſon of his own. 
Fonathan breaking up his camp from® © 
C:daſa, by the waters of Gennaſar, went i 
ſar down with his army at the plain of 4 
little thinking the enemy was ſo nes * 
for the generals of Demetrius having 


the day before, that Jonathan was *. 
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Book XIII. 
againſt chem, planted e . 
he mountains, and they themſelves A heac 
of a numerous army, endeavoured to meet him 
in the plain. Jonathan, ſeeing them prepared 
ro give him battle, put his men into the beſt 
order of defence he was able: But the men, 
placed by Demetrius's generals in eee 
making a ſudden puſh upon the rear-guard : 
the Jews, ſo aſtoniſhed them, that apprehen 2 
ing their being hemmed in by the enemy, 
they immediately fled away in great confuſion. 
The other Jews, following their example, left 
Jonathan, except a few, to the number of 
about five hundred, who ſtood their ground; 
amongſt whom were Mattathias the fon of 
Abſolom, and Judas the ſon of Chapſæus, the 
head officers of the whole army, who reſo- 
lutely, and as if they had deſpaired of ſafe- 
W ry, ruthed upon the enemy, and made fo fu- 
W rious an attack, that in the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion they fled. When Fonathan's men, who 
had fled, perceived the enemy give ground, 
they rallied their ſcattered body, and purſued 
WW them as far as Cedaſa, where they had en- 
= camped. | | 

1 bee having obtained ſo remarkable a 
victory, and put two thouſand of the enemy 
do the ſword, returned back to Hero/olyma. 
When he perceived all things, through the pro- 
= vidence of God, had received a proſperous 
iſlue, he ſent ambaſladors to Rome to renew 
the alliance, which had formerly ſubſiſted be- 
teen the two nations, and ordered his ambaſ- 
a dots, in their return from Rome, to make 
Herta in their way, the citizens of which place 
= hc cxpreſsly charged them to remind of the 
anrient friendſhip and kindred alſo between 
them. When they were come to Rome, and 
admitted into the ſenate-houſe, they opened 
the commiſſion Jonathan the high-prieſt had 
given them, which was to confirm the former 
alliance. The ſenate, having ratified the de- 
crc they had formerly made with the Fews, 
concerning a mutual league of defence, and 
8 Wenn them letters of ſafe-guard to all the 
Kings of a, of Europe, and governors of 
cies, they ſet forward on their return home; 
but in their journey called at Sparta, to the 
eitizens whereot they delivered the letter they 
ad received from Jonathan A copy of which 
b as follows. 


oathan High- prieſt of the Fews, and the 
Senate, and Commonality of the eros to 
dhe Ephori, Senate, and People of the Lace- 
: demunians, our brothers, Greeting. 


F your public and private affairs are bleſt 
auth that proſperity which we wiſh, we 
. Pave the utmoſt ſatisfaction. When Onias Our 
r- prieſt ſome years ago received the letter 
he alliance between us, which Arius your 
T - ” pup ſent by Demoteles, a COD of which is 
—_ 7crwrittcn, we not only with great plad- 
= l/s '-cerved the ſaid letter, but /hewed great 
% 70 Demoteles and Arius ; not. that we 
%% an) teſtimony to confirm this, being 
ent aſſured of the truth of it by our 
C - 1 And indeed we did not think 
= ence to ptr 7 tet ] 
. % give the Harſt teſtimony of kinds 
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neſs, leſt we ſhould ſeem to tate the glory out of 
your hands. It is nom a long time ſince our 
alliance was renewed: between us, het in our 
ſolemn worſhip | and \ ſacrifices, we: have offered 
up our prayers to God, to give «you both-health 
and vittory: And although: we have engaged 
in ſeveral expeditions," on account of the am- 
bitions thirſt of our neighbours to extend their 
conqueſts, yet we were unwilling to be trouble- 
ſome eit her to you, or any other of our friends 
and allies, But now having put an happy pe- 
riod to our ſeveral wars, and ſubdued our ene- 
mies, we have ſent to the Romans Numenius 
the ſon of Antiochus, and Antipater the ſon 
of Jaſon, two perſons of ſenatorial dignity with 
us, to whom wwe have given our letter to you, 
in order to renew the anticnt alliance between 
us. Wherefore: you will pleaſe us, and we hope 
oblige yourſelves too, if you return us an anſwer 
in writing to this our letter, and inform us if 
you fland any way in need of our aſſiſtance, 
well aſſuring yourſelves we ſhall be always rea- 


dy to ſerve you in all caſes, to the utmoſt of our 


The Lacedemonians not only received the 
ambaſladors very honourably, but made a de- 
cree of friendſhip and alliance, and ſent it to 
them. 

About this time were three ſects of the 
Fews, whoſe opinions about human affairs were 
very different : 'The firſt of them was called 
the Phariſees, the ſecond the Sadduces, and 
the third the Eſſenes. The Phariſees main- 
tain ſome things, but not all, are the immedi- 
ate production of fate, and that certain things 
are in our own power to do, or not to do. The 
Eſſenes, on the other hand, affirm all things 
are in the power of fate, and nothing can ha 
pen to mankind beyond its decree. The S$ad- 
duces, laſt of all, ſay, fate has nothing to do 
in human actions, but that we are governed 
by our own wills alone in every thing : By 
which tenet we are made to believe our good 
fortunes depend upon ourſelves alone, and our 
ill fortunes are always the conſequences of 
our own follies. But of theſe different opi- 
nions J have given a more full and accurate 
account in my ſecond book of the Jewiſh 
Wars. in e een See 

In the mean while the generals of Deme- 
trius, deſiring to make amends for their late 
overthrow, collected a more numerous arm 
than before, and laid them againſt Fonathan ; 
who no ſooner heard of their march, but 
with deſign to meet them he went into the 
country of Amathitis, being unwilling, by 
any delay, to give them an opportunity to 
make inroads into Fudea. When he had far 
down about fifty turlongs from the enemy, 
he Tent out ſpies to take a view of their 
camp, and ſee in what poſture they were. 
When the ſpies had acquainted him with 
every thing they had done, and how they had 
taken ſome of the enemy in the night time, 
who had told them the enemy were prepared 
tor battle, Fonathan began to think of means 
how to conſult his own ſafety ; to which end, 
he planted ambuſcades out ot his camp, and 
ordered his ſoldiers to watch all the night 
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in their arms, and be ready to give the enemy 
battle in the night time, if occaſion required 
it, for fear the perſon's advice ſnould be found 
fallacious at the bottom. Demetrius's generals 
finding Forathan had received knowledge of 
their ſtratagem, were no longer able to ſup- 


| port their ſpirits, bur truck with fear, and in 


a great confuſion, that the enemy had found 
out their deſigns, they deſpaired of all hopes 
of conqueſt, now their ſtratagems had met ſo 
bad fucceſs ; for they imagined, ſhould they 
venture to give Jonathan open battle, they 
ſhould be in no condition, having fo unequal a 
number of forces, to withſtand his arms. And 
ſhortly after, to verify the opinion they enter- 
rained, they conſulted meaſures how to make 
their eſcape, and having made ſeveral fires in 
their camp, that the enemy, at the fight of 
them, might be induced to believe they ſtill 
remained within their rents, they withdrew 
privately away. Fonathan, early the next 
morning, moving near their camp, found the 
tents all forſook, and 1magining the enemy 
fled, purſued, but could not get up. with 
them, for having paſſed over the river Eleu- 
therus, they were clear of any danger. Fo- 
nathan finding this, turned his march thence 
to Arabia, where giving the Nabatæans a de- 
feat, and taking a great number of priſoners, 
and a rich ſpoil, he went to Damaſcus, and 
fold all his booty there. About the ſame time 
Simon his brother, made a tour throughout all 
Fudea and Paleſtine, as far as Aſcalon, which 
he fortified with ſeveral caftles and garriſons, 
and then withdrew to Foppa, which he took, 
and planted a ſtrong garriſon in it, having re- 
ceived intelligence that the people of Foppa 
deſigned to ſurrender the town to the generals 
of Demetrius. | 

Fonat han and Simon having put affairs into 
this poſture, returned back ro Hrero/olyma, 


CHAP. YI. 
How Jonathan being slain by the Treachery of Tryphon, the Jews conſtituted Sino 
their General and Higb-prieſt. Of his valiant Afions, eſpecially againſt Tryphon. 


RY P HO N no ſooner came to hear of 

the period put to the affairs of Deme- 
trius, than breaking his allegiance to Antiochus, 
he began to conſult meaſures, now he was re- 
moved out of the way, how he ſhould ma- 
nage himſelf ſo as to wreſt the kingdom into 
his own hands; for his apprehenſions of Fo- 
nat han, who was in alliance with Antiochus, 
were ſo many inſurmountable obſtacles, thwart- 
ing the deſigns he had formed. To rid him- 
ſelf from his fears, he firſt of all reſolved to 
take him out of the way, and then declare 
himſelf openly againſt Antioc hus. Having thus 
laid the defign of putting him to death by 
rreachery, he marehed out of Antioch to Beth- 
ſana, by the Grecians called Sc3thopolis, where 
Jonathan met him with forty thouſand ſol- 
diers. Tryphon began to think he was come with 
a reſolution to engage him, and coming to be 
thoroughly acquainted that Jonathan was pre- 
pared to give him battle, he tried firſt un- 


to hinder the men 'in garriſon from the 


an army, and gave Ar/aces battle, in which, WA 


where Jonathan convened an a | 
the people in the temple. — nal 
was met, he ſet forth his reſolution-to 391, 7 
the. walls of Hiero/olyma, and repair gn 
cloſure of. the temple, which was in a m 20 


demoliſhed, and raiſe up towers of a conſider 


able height to detend the adjoin 
draw a wall through the mid © 45 yr oo 
J 


vilege of the market, which would ent; 
prevent them from purchaſing proviſions 1 
thereby reduce them to their obedience ; ry 5 
ly, he ſaid, he would make the fortified pas, BY 
up and down the country of much = " 
ſtrength than they were before. This . 1. 
tion meeting with the general approbation « 
the people, he, according to his deſign — 
ried the city with new walls and Pult. 
but his brother Simon he ſent into the — 
try, who fortified it with ſeveral ſtrong place 
of defence. In the mean while Demezriy; . 
ling over the river, came into Mp, 
wich deſign to ſeize upon that Country and 
Babylon, tor having once got into his pont 
the higher provinces, he imagined he ſhould he 
able to wreſt into his own hands the whole en. 
pire; for the Greeks and Macedonians inhi. 
biting thoſe countries, ſent him ſeveral me. 
ſages by their ambafladors, giving him af. 
rance, provided he came to them, to ſurrender 
themſelves to him, and take up arms with hin 
againſt Ar/aces, the king of Parthia. This 
atlurance gave him great hopes, and accordine- WM 
ly he went to them, thinking that if he der. 
came the Parthians, they would give him a. 
ſiſtance to attack Zryphon, and drive him ot 
of Syria. The men of that country received (AN 
him with great joy, upon which he collected 


lofing all his army, he was taken priſone 
alive, as we have mentioned in another place. 


derhand, what would be the effect of preſent i T 
and flattering ſpeeches, and gave his off¹i¹ Wt 
expreſs orders, to behave themſelves toi ne 
him, as if they were obeying himſelf. Wi 
this ſpecious pretence, 7ryphon endeavoure! » BR 
gain Jonathan's belief that this ſhew of N. pt 
neſs was real, which was only countertelt 8 
the bottom, and to take from him all mant 
of ſufpicion, that at a favourable oppor 
when he was diſengaged from the compa "BR 
his guards, he might with the more ale, = 
when he leaſt thought of it, get him into = 
hands. His perſuaſions grew fo poweriul 
laft, that he induced him to disband his rf 
under a pretence that he had raiſed i 4 1 
time when there was no manner of fc i = 
for it, the war being happily concluded, 1 4 
every thing put into a peaceful cond1c10- | By 
adviſed him, however, to retain a ſmall num” =» 
about his perſon, and accompany him ©" * ey 


7 : il ri 1 3 
lomais, the government of which city, * b 
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other fortified places, he told him, = quay 3 
into his hands 3 to perform which, he was then 
vu 3 apprehending no manner of deceit 
in theſe friendly expreſſions and kind pro- 
mies, but, on the contrary, placing a oo 
confidence in them, and in Tryphon, whom 0 
bpwoked upon as a perſon, who, out of a ſin- 
cere ſriend ſhip, and diſintereſted kindneſs, had 
erſuaded him to conſent to theſe things, 
readily disbanded his army, retaining only three 
thouſand men, two thouſand whereof he left 
behind in Galilee, and with one thouſand he 
went to Ptolomais with Tryphon : Into which 
city he had ſcarcely entered, bur, according 
ro Tryphoa's orders, the citizens ſhut their 
gates laſt, upon which he took Fonathan pri- 
{oner alive, and commanded the thouſand men, 
who had accompanied him, to be put to the 
ſword. And not ſatisfied with this beginning, 
he diſpatched his own ſoldiers to perform the 
ſame villainy upon the two thouſand left in 
Gal:lee : But theſe, having heard of Jona- 
thai's caſe before thoſe whom Tryphon had 
ſent could come up to them, withdrew, all 
armed, immediately out of the country, Try 
phon's men ſeeing thoſe whom they purſued 
ready to defend their lives, without commit- 
big any manner of hoſtilities, returned back 
to their maſter. 5 
Ih he citizens of Hieroſolyhma receiving the 
neus of Jonathan's being taken priſoner, and 
= the ſlaughter of his men, were extremely 
WF forrowful for his ill fortune, every one ſeem- 
ing to want his preſence and aſſiſtance. They 
now began to entertain terrible apprehenſions, 
= v hich violently afflicted them, leſt, being now 
BS deprived of Jonathan's good government, and 
WW cxcccding valour, the bordering nations, who 
bad remained quiet hitherto through fear of his 
erms, ſhould infeſt their country by frequent 


BS inroads, or an open war, which would compel. 


5 ; IN 2 


them to ſuffer the greateſt hardſhips and in- 
ignities. And indeed their apprehenſions 
ere not without foundation, for the na- 
ions had no ſooner heard of Jonathan's death, 


ie 7:ws, as ftanding in need of a general. 
%% en alſo having raiſed a numerous army, 
ccolved to march into Fudea, and give battle 
=o thoſe Fes then reſiding in the country. 


8 rt don perceiving the Hieroſolymites very 
u och terrified and dejected at the report of 
ais deſign, and willing to animate them with 
% ourage and reſolution to withſtand the at- 


* ks of Tryphon, convened an aſſembly of the 
Weople in the temple, to whom he delivered 
0 mſelf in the following oration : 


My countrymen, you muſt certainly know 
Wow my father, I, and my brothers, have faced 
each ſeveral times, in defence of your ineſti- 
able liberties. I need not give you any ex- 
gn plcs of this behaviour, believing you are 
fficiently ſenſible of it: But one inſtance I 
not help mentioning, which is, our family's 
rec to undergo death in defence of your 
_ religion. Now our family having made 
8 brave and noble a reſolution, I ſhall never 
"cri ſo much fear and cowardice » AS to ba- 


et they began to commit hoſtilities againſt 


©niſh out of my breaſt this heroic deſign, and 


© place in its room a mean deſire of e 
my life, or womaniſh contempt of glory a 

©. renown. Wherefore be not dejected, or think 
© you want a leader, ready to undergo the great 
© eſt calamities, and perform the braveſt exploits 
© for your ſakes, bur follow me couragiouſly 
c whither1 ſhall conduct you; for neither am 
© better than my other brothers, that I ſhould 
< ſtrive to ſpare my own life, nor yet am I worſe, 
© that I ſhould endeavour to refuſe dying in the 
© defence of your laws, and the religion of the 
© high God, which they accounted the moſt glo- 
© rious. It is my duty to ſhew myſelf their true 
© brother; and upon that account I will behave 
© myſelf not unworthy of their alliance and kin- 
© dred: And I am very well perſuaded 1 ſhall 
© revenge you upon your enemies, and deliver 
© you, and your wives and children, from their 
© hoſtilities; and, if God gives me his aſſiſtance, 
© I ſhall be able, I do not queſtion it, to preſerve 
the ſacred temple from being plundered and 
* deſtroyed ; for I ſee the nations round you, 
© becauſe you want a leader, offer their inſults, 


© and begin to expreſs their deſire of bringing 


© their arms againſt you.” ' 


This remonſtrance of Simon gave the people 
immediate hopes, and raiſed them ſo much from 


their deſponding condition, that they began to 


revive with courage, and with an unanimous 
voice ſnhouted aloud, and proclaimed Simon their 
general, and that he, in the room of Judas, 
and Jonathan his brothers, ſhould be inveſted 
with that authority; and that they would pay 
a ready ſubmiſſion to all his commands. Simon 
finding this ready inclination of theirs, muſter*d 
up all of them able to bear arms, and made all 
neceſſary preparations to rebuild the walls of 
the city, which he fortified with towers of ex- 
ceeding ſtrength and height. This done, he 
diſpatched one of Abſalom's ſons, a particular 
acquaintance of his, with an army to Foppa, 
with expreſs orders to drive the citizens our of 
it, having apprehenſions of their ſurrendering it 
to Zi phon, while he himſelf remained at Hie- 
roſolyma, to take care of its defence. 
Tryphon marching from Ptolomais with a 
numerous army, went directly into Fudea, car- 
rying along with him Fonathan bound in chains. 
917104, on the other hand, made all poſſible ex- 
pedition to meet him with his forces at Aldi- 
da, a city in the mountains, having under its 
juriſdiction all the champaign country below. 
Tryphon no ſooner received intelligence of his 
march, and his being declared the general of 
the 7ewiſh forces, but he ſent meſſengers to 
him, deligning to take him off by ſtratagem ; 
and giving him a command, if he entertained 
any inclinations for his brother Fonathan's be- 
ing ſet at liberty, to ſend him an hundred ta- 
lents of ſilver, and two of Fonathay's ſons as 
hoſtages, to prevent him, when ſet at libe 
from drawing Fudea to revolt from the king ; 
tor he continued in confinement for not paying 
the money which the king ought to receive for 
his ranſom, This cunning remonſtrance had 
no influence upon Simon, who was too vary 


not to ſee into his artful deſigns, for he plain- 


ly obſerved, he ſhould, if he complied with 


his 
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his demands, not only loſe his money, and ſee 
his brother {ill a priſoner, but if he ſent his 
ſons, they would be given up to the mercy of 
the enemy. On the other hand, he had ap- 
prehenſions of his .own men putting him to 
death, if he perſiſted to refuſe ſending the 
money, or his ſons, for his brother's ranſom. 
In this nice circumitance he called a council of 
war, wherein he diſcloſed the meſſage 7ry- 
phon had ſent, and aggravated to them the 
ſnares and deceit at the bottom of it, yet 
that he thought it more prudence to fend 
him the money and his brother's ſons, than give 
him any ſuſpicions to believe he was unwilling 
to ſave his brother's, by an open rejection ot 
the propoſals he had made. In ſhort, he ſent 
him the ſum demanded, and Forathan's two 
ſons. But Tryphon having received them, nei- 
ther preſerved his faith with Simon, nor ſer Fo- 
nathan at liberty ; but immediately marched 
his army throughout all the country of Idu- 
Mea, and then reſolved on a deſign of going 


308 


up to Hieroſolyma; and in effect, he marched 


until he came to Adora, a city in Idumæa. 
Simon, with his forces, obſerving all his mo- 
tions, came up with him, and encamped over 
againſt him, as he always had done before. 

In the mean time the garriſon at Hiero/olj- 
ma ſent word to Tryphon, begging him to come 
immediately to their aſſiſtance, and ſend them 
proviſions. Tryphon prepared a body of horſe 
tor the journey, as if he had 1ntended that ve- 

night to go to Hieroſolyma; but a deep 
ſnow Elias in the night time, blocked up the 
roads, and made it impoſſible for the horſes to 
travel, ſo that his deſign was prevented. Try- 
phon finding this, moved from thence, and 
march'd into Cz/o-Syria, and having made a 
ſudden inroad into Gal/aaditis, be 7 
nathan to death, and having orde m to be 
interred, he returned back to Ant h. Simon 
upon this ſent certain perſons to the city Baſca, 
who took thence the bones of Jonathan and 
brought them away; theſe he decently buried 
in Modim, his native country, being attended 
by an univerſal lamentation of the whole 
eople. And Simon, 1n memory of his father 
and brothers, erected a very magnificent mo- 
nument of white and poliſhed marble, which 
he raiſed to a very conſiderable height, ſur- 
rounding 1t with portico's raiſed upon pillars 
of one entire ſtone, which appeared very 
beautiful. Beſides, he erected ſeven Pyramids, 
in honour of his parents and brothers, who, in 
all, made ſeven in number. "Theſe were ad- 
mirably well built, and were extremely beau- 
ritul and very large, and are {till to be ſeen 
to this very day. This account of Simon's 
brotherly care for Fonathan's interment, and 
the duty he ſhewed in erecting an handſome 
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monument for him and the reſt o 
mily, we are well acquainted with. 
paid his laſt debt to nature, having 
the functions of the prieſtly office, and 0 
tinued in the adminiſtration of affairs for 
ears. 30 * | wy 
Simon by the unanimous conſent of the 
ple was conſtituted high-prieſt, who, in the jrg 
year of his prieſthood, freed his count me 
trom the ſervitude of, and paying any ia 
tribute to the Macedonians. IT hey obtained 
this liberty and exemption from tribute, when 
the kingdom of the Aſſyrians had continued , 
hundred and ſeventy years, from the time 
Seleucus, ſirnamed Nicator, took poſſeſſion d. 
Syria. The nation of the Fews Entertaineq 
ſo great reſpe&t and honour for this gene- 
rous action of Simon, that not only in the be. 
ginning of their private contracts, but pub. 


f his fl. 
by 0nathay 
Performeg 


lic acts they wrote theſe words, In the ji # 
year of Simon the benefactor and poverny of 5 
the Jews. Beſides, under his adminiftratiq AM 
they enjoyed tranquility and peace, and cr. A 
ried their arms e over the neighbour. 
ing nations their enemies; for not only Cazara, pe 
Foppa, and Famnia, ſubmitted to him, bit Jy 
laying ſiege to the tower at Hiero/olyma, e 
ſtormed and levelled it with the ground, 0 AA 
prevent its being any more a receptacle » 
the enemy, who having got poſſeſſion of i, 
had ſeveral times very much annoyed the AN 
Fews, as they had too fatally experienced, BA 


Having performed thus far, he took into his 


54 

conſideration, which he thought, from the m- 408 
| 2 
8 


ture of the thing, was of very great impor- 
tance, the levelling the mountain, on which the 
tower ſtood, which made it overlook the 
temple. For this purpoſe he conyened the 
people, and adviſed them to give him leute 
to do it, firſt bringing to their minds the 
many calamities they had ſuffer'd from the gar- 
-,Fiſon, and the other renegade Jews, and the 
Probability of their undergoing more, if a f. 
reign power ſhould chance to ſeize upon tber 
kingdom, and put a garriſon in it to deed 
it. Theſe remonſtrances, ſeemingly calculi 
red for the real advantages of the people, itt 


dily induced them to give their conſent. Ee BR 


one immediately went briskly about the wt 
ſo that the mountain was quite levelled, tie 


whole years, without any intermiſſion of lb 


either day or night, having been employed * WW 
the accompliſhment of it, whereby they . 
away the hill to the very bottom, and n 
the place whereon it ſtood, a plain and © 
field. The temple afterwards overlooked ©! 
thing, the tower and mountain on which 18 
built being reduced to nothing. Nov 1 

are the moſt material tranſactions of 91% 
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Of the League of Frienuſbip het eulen Simon and Antiochus Pius ef the War br wag⸗ 


ed Again Tryphon, and vbe Expedit 


Cendebzus, Antiochus's General. 


Ptolomy, PE 


ry 
b 2 7 * 
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OT long after the captivity of Deme- 
/ trius, Antiochus, ſirnamed Deus, the ſon 
of Alexander, was put to death by 77) phon, 
his tutor, when he had reigned four years. 


Now Try ph g, out that he died under his 


; 
| 


gvardianſhip, - but underhand ſent ſome of his 

articular friends and creatures, in whom he 
could confide, with © promiſes of large ſums 
of money to his ſoldiers, ptovided they would 
ele& him their king; and repreſented to them 
how Demetrius was taken priſonet by the 
Parthians, and if his brother Antioc hu ſeixed 
upon the kingdom they might expect nothing 
from him but ſevere uſage, as a puniſhment for 
their revolting. Highly pleaſed with theſe 

romiſes, and thinking they ſhould roll in riches, 
if Tryphon was once advanced to the kingdom, 
they unanimouſly choſe him their king. But 


Tu phon finding himſelf in poſſeſſion of the 
chief authority, could not help giving proofs 
of his diſpoſition. While he continued in his 


private condition, he humoured and flattered 
the people, making an artful ſhew of mode- 
ration, by which artifice he wrought. their in- 
clinations to be ſubſervient to his own will 
and pleaſure: But no ſoonetr was he arrived to 
a crown, and the poſſeſſion of a kingdom, but 
he threw of the mask, and ſhewed himſelf 
in his proper colours. Thus in a little time 
his enemies became too powerful for him; 
for his ſoldiers, entertaining great hatred againſt 
his proceedings, revolted to Cleopatra, wiſe of 
Demetrius, who had ſhut herſelf up with het 
children in Seleucia. Autiochus, brother of 
Demetrius, he who was ſirnamed Soter, having 
rravelled all over the kingdom, and“ not a 
city daring to receive him through fear of 755. 
Phon, Cleopatra ſent to him, giving him an 
offer of her bed and kingdom: Now  Cleopa- 


tra was influenced to ſend this -ffer to him 


on two accounts; the firſt was, het friends hav- 
ing adviſed her to it; the latter was her appre- 
henſions, left ſome of the'Seleucians, who had 
actually made an attempt of that kind, ſhould 
ſurrender the city into Tryphor*s hands. 

Antioc hus being arrived at Selencia, found 
his forces conſiderably increaſe every day, 
upon which he marched thence, with a reſo- 


lution to give ph battle; and having de- 


feared him in an engagement, he drove him 
out of the higher Hria into Phenicia; and 
purſuing him as far as Dora, where he ſhut 
er up, 
10n of the | trons Hon in it. it was ver 
8 g garriſon in it, it was ver 
. o be won. He therefore ſent amba 
ados to Simon the high=prieſt of the Jews, 
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ion, 'whieÞ not long ufter; \heundertbok np ainſ? 
Of his treacherous Death by his Tauber dbl | 


* 


;ff:16 o bomoqqalib > AL OA OTC 
to mäke à league of friendſhip With him? 
Himon readily embraced the propoſal, and ſent 
Ant ioc hus a conſiderable ſupply, of money and 
proviſions; whereby the men 1 in 
carrying on the ſiege were very much affiſted. 
Simon By this generous act of ' friendſhip pto- 
cured a place amongft Autioc hus's beſt friends. 
Typ bon, withdrawing but ' of Dora to Apa- 
ma, was taken priſoner in the ſiege of that 
place, and put to death, after a ſhort reign 
B Po 0 19 OR. 
Anti bus, in the mean time agreeable to 
his natural diſpoſition, and covetòus temper, 
entirely banifhing from his remembrance the 
favours Simon had done him in his low cir- 
cumſtances, put his friend Bendefæus ar the 
head of an army, and ſent him into Judea 
to ravage the country, and take Simon pre 
ſoner; But he, coming to hear of his diſho< 
nourable deſign, though now in an advanced 
old age, yet encouraged by à juſt motive 
of indignation, at the continual injuſtice and 
wrongs offered by Antiochus, aſſumed coùrage 
far above his years, and with a youthful 
ardor led out an atmy to give him battle: 
He ſent his ſons before him with the braveſt 
body of his forces, and with the reſt of the 
army took another rout :. And having planted 
ſeveral parties of his men in ambuſſiès in the 
narrow paſſages of the mountains, he gave 
ſignal proofs of his great foreſight and valour; 
fer in every place he proved victorious over 
the enemy. The reſt of his days he etijoyed 
in an uninterrupted peace, having made an Toa 
nourable alliance with the Romans, 
Simon continued eight years at the Head of 
the Zewiſh aftairs : But was at length ſlain at 
a banquet, by the treachery of his ſon- in law 
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-:uhith bim V* #\ SU EN. e N tr 
TOLO MY, diſappointed of his aim, 
e be into ar Certain, 77 named 

Dazon, . Bagel eric ho Hyrcanus, 

on the other han ving . a btained the 


prieſthood of, his s ances, and. offered, up, ſa- 
crifices. to God, made, an. expedition agg inſt 
P 255 having laid cloſe ſiege to the 
place, in e de bac Se, up, no mo- 
tive We ANA been prevalent. enough, to 
have made him break it up, except a natur 
pitꝝ and 2 for his mother and brothers 
fafety: For Prolony brought them upon the 
wall of the town, and in a conſpicudous part 
of it put them to great: torments, and threa 
ed to caſt them headlong down thence, ip 
did not immediately leaye of the ſiege. 


n this, reflected that the e 


canus u 
tion he e to take the place, the more love 
and compaſſion he ſhould demonſtrate to thoſe 
e Wea he delired, Hoſt. Ng which 
ground, that they might not ſufter greater 
hardſhips, he abated ſomerhiug 
on to continue the ſiege. Notwithſtanding Fo 
his mother with extended arms begged, h 
not to ſhew ſo much favour for her fake, — 
moved to greater indignagion at their bale me- 
naces, to endeavour with more vigour to ſtorm 
the place, and reduce the enemy to his obe- 
dience, and then make them ſeverely, pay for 
the villaingus barbwricy exerciſed upon his 
deareſt relations: For it would e great- 
eſt latistaction and pleaſure to them, under 
go any kind of torments, provided the author 
4 15 inhuman treatment, met with a due 
riß ten for his treachery. Mean de 
monſtrance of the mother, Hyrcanus. was, 1 
flamed with greater reſolution to puſh on the 
| | Aung and take the town: Bur when his 
became the, melancholy witneſſes of the ſtripes, 
and torments ſhe received, he could no lon- 


ger contain himſelf, but, was overcome; with pi- 
ry, apd.compaſſiou at, her-ill-uſage., This ficge 
continuing a long time in this manner, the 
year drew near, in which the Jews are ag- 
cuſtomed to reſt from all manner of labours, 
wh ch, is obſerved every ſeventh, year, as like- 
every ſeventh day. Ptolom), by means 
* e was freed. rom the ſiege, ang put the 
mother and brothers of Hyrcanus to death; 


After which he fled: to Zeuo, ſirnamed Coty/as, ſprinkled 


the, governor of a city of the Philagelphians. 

: Antiochus, in 1 the mean while, not thorough- 
ly fatisfied with the behaviour ot Simon to- 
wards him, invaded Judea in the fourth year 


of his reign, the firſt of Hyrcanus' S prieſthood, 


and the one hundred and fixty ſecond Olym- 
piad ; And having terribly ravaged. the coun- 
try, he compelled Hyrcanus to ſhut himſelf 
up in the city, which he inveſted with a 
ſevenfold camp. At firſt he gained little or no 
advantage, meeting with a ſtout reliſtance, 
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rean\us:7vkes upon him the Prieſthobd) and drides Ptolomy aut: of the Country, 1 
"Rn lead an A hook Wo e 


of his reſoluti- 


and ability to aſſiſt him i in defending.1 the town. 


erent, from Antiachus Epiphangs, Who, upon 


ſiraame: of Pius, 


ir 
leave for an uninterrupred performance 0 t 0 
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not only from the ſtrength of che! 3 bur 
from the valour of the , beſieged. card 
army, was in great want of 1 8 5 
however, he was delivered by a wp 5 
of rain, which, fell. ro the her, Oe 
1 north, 4 4 es the MAN 

ground ſtretchi A pl 0 N ra 
hundred towers eac Sie ran gs 
via he put arme theſe rowers | 
DAS e.. continual W 8 1 "he alle, an 

drew a double ditch, of Hh eat depth and breadth, 

quice round the city. Lhe, inhabitants, howeyer 
often fallied out upon the enemy; and at all 
times, when, they. perceived them unprepared, 
dunn ted great {laughter among them, reir- 
ing bac k conſtantly, if they found them ready 
3 them, without receixit . damage 
on their ſide. Hyrcanus, notwit thitandiog thel 
advantages, ſoon perceived. the multitude. of 
85 citizens was rather an obſtacle to his de- 

ſigns, 155 any real benefit, and that a decreaſe 

proviſions began to be occaſioned b y. their 
numbers, and no conſiderable 40468 
to be taken notice of, was likely to be per- 
formed by ſo many hands; to remedy which 
inconyenience, he ſeparated all thoſe who were 

incapable of action, and put them out of the 
city, retaining with him only thoſe of ſtrength 


Antiochas, 17 this, hindred thoſe whom 
Hyrcanus had ſet aſide from coming out: 
Whereupon they, being compelled to wander 
up and down the walls in a ſtarving copy 
on, were almoſt periſhed : But the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles being come, thoſe who were in the 
city, taking compaſſion upon them, . received 
them within. Moreover, Hyrcanus having ſent 
to Antioc hus to deſire a truce. for, ſeven days, 

on account of the 9 he, honquring God 
granted it, pad. ep * a mache e lacrifice 1 
N „ Whole horns were gil 
* 1 ee rele of gold and filver, 
all gr of aromatic ſpices. The Jeus 
Within, the town took the ſacrifice at the 
gates from thoſe, who brought it, and con- 
Antico bus in the 


veyed it to the temple. 
mean while feaſted his army, acting very « dit 


taking the city, fie ſwine upon the altar, 
: the — 5 with en in he 


action yiglatipg 4,14 laws and religion 
Fews, who, for the tranſgreſſion, roſe. wh in 


arms e him, and neyer afterwards: M6 
roconciled to o him. This üngular inſtane 1 
Antiochusꝰs piety, procured hi from. All. 


_ threanus having approved of. Anti 
religious inclination, and in this action hari 

ſufficient arguments to convince him of his 725 
neſs to honour God, ſent ambaſſadors to deli 


country 


Book 3 


| # 4 * 


country 's laws and 
about Antibo bus, 


inſtitu jons. Fes? 
impfe 


0 Fig 


remonſtrance,' 740 a dane Abo- 
e us ſin 1 itſelf, a NG. 
no mannefk ofbcommefes Wilk an 3 22 
ned Howevet 38 this ccüticek r ht be 
king rejebted it, and“ did nst chi 
any ſuch — Ot the other hf 14 18 
thought! kimlelf under a 'neceffiry 9 2 ating 


uptig ghely, ; atid conſonant to che dictates of 
4 pious {fictindtrion,” TG which end he return- 
ed the ambaſſadors an anſwer, that provided 
the | beſieged would lay alide their arms, and 
pay the {everal tributes for 1 and che 05 
tber cities about N. receive a — 175 
he ſhould ſend them, t hey mi 5 e 225 5 
be delivered from the ſie #7 ai 
plied with all the terms propo! ed, act the 
clauſe abour the garriſon,” which: they reſuſed 
to admit among them, on no other account bays 
their unſocliableneſs, as h = no. manner 0 

communication or comme ich any other 
people. In lieu of the Fre they ſave 
hoſtages, and five hind! 1 fi ver, 
of Which they paid down three hundred to 
Antioc hus, upon 155 receiv 
mong whom was the brother of Hyrcanuy, As 
ſoon as the fortification of the walls were 


taken away, Antiochus broke up 5 9 
and departed. 


Hyrcanus opening the ſepulchre of David, bs 
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of the hun 4 of, the Jews, 


be hoſtages, a- 


211 


s in riches, too 
ence three deus talents of ig 


oh ee "all other 


fon with. this great wealth became yery. much 
puffed 1 "he beg an to entertain a foreign ar- 
Ny in h 20 Belide, he. entered. into an 
1 th Antiochus, and received: into the 
city both him and his army, to whom he ave 
an hohourablereceprion, and adminiſter'd a fup- 
ply of all 'maſiner of ptoviſions. Moregyer 
H 'rcanus. accomp anied Antiochus in his. ex- 


pin ainſt the Parthians ; which is con- 
firmed b Vitholaus of Damaſcus, who thus 
mary 


155 Are having ereted ; a tro- 
phy at. ch river Lycu "for't the” viGory he had 
obratned over Indices, # the Parthian 7 5 balt= 
6 td there. 71 days, 4 bi imreaty of y Hyrcanus 
the ew eraſe. a "cert ain ' feaſt happene 
fall 555 at this time, herein the e 

prohibited from making any journey. ic hol aus 
peaks Not hing but the truth in this, aſſertion, 
for the 10 5 Pentecoft, fell out now, after 
the ſabbath and it is unlawful for us to un- 
dertake” hy journey, either upon a ſabbath, 
or any other feſtival. . Antochas in the engage 
ment with  Arſaces the Parthian, had the un- 
happineſs t to loſe great part of his army, and 
his own life. He was ſucceeded in the « Nri- 
an kingdom by his brother Demetrius, being 
ſet at liberty by Ar/aces, when Antiochus car- 
ried his arms into the Parthian kingdom, as 
we have obſerved in another place. 


ere 
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How after thy Death of t ts - 3 an Expedition into Syria, and en- 


tered into an Alliance Lake Fe Aan 
Alexander. 


H YR Canus comeiving« Abe n news 1 ofthe 
death of Antiochus, preſently undertook 
an expedition againſt the cities of Syria, ſup- 
poſing (which really happened): to find _ 
deſerted by the garriſons, - The firſt place he 
took was Medaba, which, with the extreme 
toil of his army, he won in ſix months. Next 
to this city he reduced Samega, and the 
places adjoining, to his obedience : And after 
this Sicim and Garizim, and the nation of the 
Chutheans, who worſhiped in a temple erect- 
ed like that at Hiereſohma, Alexander hav- 
ing giyen anaballet, the general, licence to 
build it in fayour of his ſon-in-law Manaſſes, 
who was the brother of Jaddus the high prieſt, 
as we haye mentioned before: Now this tem- 
ple was deſtroyed, alter it had ſtood two hun- 
dred years. Hyrcanus, beſides theſe acqui- 
ſitions, took Ador and Mariſſa two cities of 
Idumæa, and extended his victorious arms o- 
ver all that country, the people of which 
he reduced to his obedience, permitting them, 
wever, to remain unmoleſted in their own 
country, provided they would ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be circumciſed, and live in conformi- 
Ty to the Fewiſh laws. The Idumeans, through 
a love of their native country, conſented to 
the circumciſion, and to a method of livir 
in every reſpect agreeable to the Jews. 


alliance which formerly y Jaghed 


Of the Neath ” King omar and 


com! this 1 time - they took upon them the 
name 'of Fews. 

Now Hyrcanus the high-prieſt, deſirin co 
renew the alliance formerly made with t 
Romans, ſent an embaſſy to them. The fe. 
nate, upon receiving the letter he fent, te- 
newed the league in this manner: Fanius 2% 
Pretor, ſon of Maraus aſſembled the ſenate'in the 
Comitium, on the eighth day of the Ides 
February, Lucius Manlius, /n of” td, 
Mentina, and Caius Sempronius, ſon of Caius 
Falerna being preſent, ' to conſult upon the mat- 
ters which Simon ſon of Dofithaus, Apollonius 
ſon off Alexander, and Diodorus ſon” of Jaſon, 
three juſt and honeft men, ſent ambaſſadors by 
the Jews, havin Communicated to us. At the 
ſame time theſe honourable perſons concerted 
meaſures to renew the leagu Wc: 24 bip and 
een "then 
and the Romans, ad afrd In reſp 65 F o- 
ther-publick affairs, namely, that ſo Pa, and 
The havens, and Gazara, and th hath 


and every other city and plate” taken by An- 


tiochus, in his laſt "campaign aj ain 7 them, 
wit hout the decree of this ſenate, may be fe- 
fored to them; and that the Gin ſoldiers, 


and forces may "be rohibited ſrom taking their 


rout through their, or their ſubj ect Jromiers, 
And further, that all the 22 ſrions of. Antio- 


chus 
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that upon the Jews ſending their ambaſſadors, 
all "Anciochus's conguefts and ſpoils He reftor- 
ed them; and that an eſtimate be made of ihe 
country © plundered by him in his faid cam- 
paigh:*: And that Taſtly, letters of ſafeguard 
be wrote. to the. reſpective kings and, nations, 10 
indemnify them in their return home, and this 
is the decree which the ſenate has thought pro- 
per to make, of renewing the league of frienaſhip 


and alliance with the ſaid three good men, ſent 


from a: juſtly and friendly Nation. They alſo 


returned anſwer to the letter the Jews ſent 
them, that they would take t into theit con- 
ſideration as ſoon as the hurry of the ſenate's 
buſineſs was over, and uſe their endeayours 
to prevent for the future, the commiſſion of 
the like hoſtilities and injures, and give or- 
ders to Fauius, to ſupply them, our of the 
treaſury with money ſufficient to defray the 
charges of their return home. And in this 
manner did Fanius the prætor diſmiſs the Fewi/ 
ambaſſadors, giving them money out of the 
treaſury, and a copy of the decree of the ſe- 
nate to ſhew to thoſe,” who were ordered to 
give, rain ſafeguard in their journey home- 
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chus in the [aid campaign be made void, and 
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. In this ſituation ſtoood the affairs of hy. 
canus the higheprieſt. Demetrius all this 
while had great i 7 * t to give Hyrce. 
us battle, but could never obtain a favoutg 
ble time or opportupity, - to put his projets 
in, d for, he was as much, and a; 
juſtly hated, by his, own ſoldiers as the u. 


- 


r7ans, on account of, his, great! |tyranny; ina. 


much, that they ſent, ambaſſadors. to Ptolomy 
ſirnamed Phyſon, petitioning him to give them 
a prince of the Seſeucian family, whom the 
might inveſt with the regal authority. 185 


Jomy, gave ear to their petition, and ſent them 


Alexander, ſirnamed Zenibas, at the head of 
an army, who giving Demetrius battle, en- 
tirely routed him. Upon this overthrow he 
withdrew to Ptolomais to his wife Cleopatra 
who refuſing him, admittance into the town. 
he went to Dre, where he was apprehend. 
ed, and there, . ſuffering many indignities from 
his enemies, paid his laſt debt to nature, 
Alexander, in the mean while, |; ſeizing upon 
the kingdom, made an alliance with Hyrcanus 
the high-prieſt, but Antioc hus ſirnamed Gripus 
the ſon of Demetrius, at length gave him bat- 
tle, in which engagement he loſt his liſe. 
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While the two Brothers Antiochus Grypus, and Antiochus Cyzicenus, are contendin 
for the Kingdom, Hyrcanus ſeizes upon Samaria, and utterly demoliſhes it. Of bis 
declining from the Side of the Phariſees, and taking Part with the Sadduces, 


into the poſſeſſion of the kingdom, yet 
he did not dare to march an army into Fu- 
dea, having received certain intelligence, that 
his brother by the mother's ſide, (who was al- 
To named Antiochus) was at the head of a 
ſelect body of forces at Cyzians: to oppoſe him. 
Wherefore, keeping himſelf within his own 
frontiers, he reſolved to make preparations to 
withſtand the incurſions of his brother, who 
was ſirnamed Cyzicenus from the city Cyzius, 
where he had received his education. His fa- 


ther was Antiochus Soter, who was: {lain in 


Parthia, and he was brother of : Demetrius 
father of Grypus, - Belides, Cleopatra had 
married herſelf to the two brothers, as we 
bave already mentioned. As to Antiochus 
Cyzicenus, he for many years waged war a- 
gainſt his brother in Syria, during all which 
time Hyrcanys enjoyed great peace and tran- 
quility ; for after the death of Antiochus, he 
revolted from the Macedonians, and ated no- 
thing in their intereſt, either as a ſubject or 
ally; but made uſe of his own fortunate and 
flouriſhing condition to ſupport himſelf du- 
ring the reign of Alexander Zebuias, and while 
the pretenſions of theſe two brothers were 
kept on foot : For the war carried on between 
them, gave Hjrcanus a fine opportunity of ſe- 
curely enjoying Fudea, by which means he 
amaſſed together a prodigious ſum of money. 
And when Qyzicenus laid his brother's coun- 
try waſte, he did not diſſemble his own pow- 
er, but ſeeing Antiochus not likely to be aſ- 


1 OU GH iat hs bid cthruſt himſelf | 


ſiſted by the Ægyptians, and he and his bro- 
ther in ſtrong contention with each other, 
_ deſpiſed them both. . 
Hence he made a reſolution to lead an 
army into Samaria, a city of the greateſt 
ſtrength: Of which place, as it was again 
rebuilt by Herod, and called Sebafte, we will 
ſpeak in it's proper place. He inveſted it with 
a numerous army, beiug offended at the d 
maritans for the injuries and hoſtilities they 
had, by the command of the kings of ri, 
done the Mariſſenes, colonies and allies of the 
FJeus. Having drawn a ditch, and double 
wall for eighty furlongs ſpace round the 
town, he gave the command of | the ſiege (0 
his ſons, Antigonus and Ariftobulus, who peſ⸗ 
ſing hard upon the city, the beſieged wer 
reduced to that extreme hunger, ' that the) 
lived upon food not uſually eat by men, and 


were obliged to implore the affiſtance o 


Antiochas'Cyzicenus, who coming to their lc. 
cour, was defeated by Ariſtobulus; an 
purſued by the brothers as far as "St yt hop G1 
he, with great difficulty eſcaped; * Aﬀert _ 
they / turned back upon the Samaritan, ut 
forced them again within their walls, 
ſending a ſecond meſſage to the 2 
tiochus; brought him again to their aſſitä a 
the head of ſix thouſand men, ſent by w 
my. Lathurus, againſt the will of f his 1 be 
by whom he was in great danget hi h 
thruſt out of the government. WII bl 
Axyptions he committed ſeyeral Tag 
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robberies in the territories of Hyream | 
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However, he bad the aſſurance. to believe this 
ravaging| a che from before Sama- 
him to break up the ſiege from betore 
via But falling into the ambuſhes laid for him 
by the enemy he leſt a great number ob. lis 
men, upon which he withdrew to Zripolis,, 
leaving Callimander, and Epicrates to carry, 
on the war againſt the eus. Butt 
Callinander with more 3 than _ 
ence, preſuming to engage the enemy, was 
23 — to flight and loſt his life. A 
for Epicrates, being of a covetous temper he 
betrayed Scytbopolis, and the other plates ad- 
joining, into the hands of the Jews, being un- 
able to throw any ſuccour into Samariaz or 
force the eus to break up the ſiege. Hyr- 
canus, by this means, took the city, after hav- 
ing ſat down before it one year; but not 
being ſatisfied with taking the place only, 
he laid it even with the ground, and brought 
the rivers to it, which overflowing its ruins, 
buried it ſo far under water, that not the 
leaſt remain was to be ſeen of it. There goes 
a very incredible ſtory about Hyrcanus the 
high- prieſt, which is, as if God had met and 
talked with him: For according to the ſtory, 
on the very. day his ſons, give, Aptiochus bat» 
tle, while he himſelf, remained alone in the 
temple oftering incenſe, he heard a voice, which 
told him his ſons had that, moment defeated 
Antiochus, which victory, upon his going out 
of the ke he made known to all the peo- 
ple, which, accordingly proved true. In this 
licuation were the affairs of Hyrcauus. 
At this time, not only the Hieroſolymites, 
and the Fews in the other cities of the coun- 
try, remained in perfect peace, but thoſe at 
Alexandria, in Agypt, and Cyprus, enjoyed the 
{ame happineſs, Cleopatra the queen, railing a 
faction in oppoſition to her ſon; Prolemy, named 
Lathurus, made Chelcias, and; Ananias,. ſons 
of Onias, generals over her party: This was 
that Onias, who, inimitation of the temple at 
Hierofolyma, built one in the province of He- 


* 


= 7/opolis, as we have before mentioned. Cleopa- 


tra having put theſe two officers at the head 
of her troops, acted eve 
iy to their advice: Of which Straba the 

apadoc ian is a ſufficient. witneſs, in the fol- 
lowing words. A great number, beſides thoſe 
*© who accompanied us to Cyprus, and. thoſe 
«© whom afterwards Cleopatra ſent thitber, im- 
<* mediately revolted to Prolomy, but the Fews 


of Onias's faction were the only men who 


** ſtood firm, becauſe the queen preſerved 
5 Celcias, and Onanias, two of their own 


© Citizens in her greateſt favour.” And thus 


In the mean while Hyrcauus's proſpelous 
fortune, could not ſecure him from the hatred 
of his own countrymen the Fews, His great- 
eſt enemies, and who were the moſt incenſe 


Few him, were the Phariſces, one of the 


% ſects, as we have already obſerved. - 


Theſe men have ſo much authority and influ- 


ace over the meaner fort of people, that let 
WW <bem ſpeak any thing, either againſt the king, 


or : pag high prieſt, their words obtain an im- 


Book XIII. of the Antiquitiei of the Jews. 
, battle, having 
ual number of forces with him: 


rcanss's. country would oblige. 


thing in conformi- 


„ 6 as 
„413 
plicit belief. Hyrcanus was a followet of 
them, and in great repute. among them; and, 
having upon a certain time invited them to 
an entertainment, at which he received them 
with marks of great reſpe&; and ſeeing them 
in a pleaſant humour, he began to tell them, 
e That they knew his diſpoſition was to fol- 
ce low juſtice ſtrictly, and perform evety thing 
«x to God, which was the ſum of 
<« their, own doctrine and: philoſophy ; how- 
cc ever,; h deſired. them, if they knew him a- 
ce ny ways in an error, or turning out of the 
ee path of righteouſneſs, to reprove him, and. 
ce bring him back in the right way.“ This 
declaration was attended with a general ap- 
probation of his virtue; and Hyrcanus ſeemed 
over rejoiced-at the commendations given hin- 
ſelf, But one of the gueſts, named E/eazar, 


a man of a turbulent and ſeditious ſpirit; faid ; 


<« Becauſe you deſire to know the ttuth; if you 
ce are willing to be called a juſt man, telin- 
ce quiſh the prieſthood, . and, ſatisfy yourſelf 
ce with your government over the people.“ 
Upon Hyrcanus's asking the teaſon, Why he 
ſhould relinquiſh the prieſthood; becanſe, ſaid 
Eleazar, our anceſtors have told us, that du- 
ring the reign of Antioc hus Epiphanes, your 
mother was a captive. This was a charge full 


ol falſhood, and made Hyrcanus violently 


enraged at him, as it did all the Phariſees 
o | Tin e 
Fonat han, a particular friend of Hyrganus, 
and one of the Sadduces, an oppoſite ſect to 
the Phariſees, remonſtrated ro Hyrcanus, that 
Eleazar, with the connivance of all the Pha- 
riſees, had caſt his reproachful Nr at him, 
which would plainly appear, if he demanded 


of them, what puniſhment Elea ar deſerved 


for his ſcandalous inſinuation. Upon this, 
Hyrcanus asked the Phariſees, what puniſhment, 
in their opinion, he deſerved (for he imagined 
they would not be found ſecret abettors of 
Eleazar's reproachful ſpeech, when they were 


made his judges to infli&t upon him a puniſh- 


ment agreeable to his offence,) they returned 
anſwer, that he was worthy to be ſcourged 
and. put in chains, but did not think his tranſ- 
greſſion amounted to a capital crime. By this 
—_— indulgent anſwer , the Phariſees. gave 
too viſible a proof of their partiality in this 
affair. Hyrcanus was extremely incenſed at 
this procedure, as being now throroughly con- 
vinced Elæazar bad abuſed him, at the tacit 
inſtigation of the Phariſees. But the perſon 
moſt: enraged was Forathan, who took ſuch 
ſpeedy meaſures to open the eyes of Hyrca- 
nus, that he influenced him to turn from the 
fide of the Phariſees, and eſpouſe the party of 
the Saddyces, nay, wrought ſo. far upon. him; 
that he -openly repealed: all the laws of the 
Phariſezs, any ways tegarding the peaple, aud 
inflicted exemplary. puniſhments upon all thoſe 
who paid obedience to them; from this arbi- 
trary proceeding, ' arbſe à great hatred of all 
the people againſt him and his ſons. | But i gt 
this we ſhall ſpeak in another place; far the 
preſent I ſhall confine | myſelf to ſhewz/ that 
the Phariſees never delivered any laws to the 
people, which they pretended they. received 
from their forefathers.” But hat are to be 

3 & found 
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upon this account the whole body of the Sad- 
duces reje& them, and ſay, that thoſe are on- 
ly to be accounted laws, which are written, 


but to thoſe received by tradition, no manner 


of reſpec̃t or difference ought to be given. The 


differences about theſe opinions proved the 


ground of a great controverſy and conten- 


tion; the Sadgures winning over to their ſide 


all the wealthier ſort of people, and the Pha- 
riſees building their hopes of ſuperiority upon 
the crouds of the vulgar ſort, who maintain- 
ed their opinions. But of theſe two ſets, 
and a third named the Eſſenes, we ſhall take 
an opportunity to ſpeak more at large in our 


ſecond book of the Fewrſh wars. 


Fyrcanus, having put an happy period to 
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found among the inſtitutions of Moyſes. And 


this ſedition, lived in great peace, 
a glorious adminiſtration of one and thier, 
years, 4 4 behind 14 
God had bounteouſly beſtowed upon big d. 
ſpecial favours, namely, the c i tio thi 


him five ſh! 


tion of the affairs of his nation, th 
tal honour, and the gift of prophe Fot the 
ſpirit of God was in him, and inſſtucted is 
to foretel things to come, as appears moe 
prophecy about his two eldeſt ſons. 0 
thort adminiſtration in the government han x 
ed according to his prediction. It will ara 
amiſs to ſay ſomething concerning their diffe. 
rent cataſtrophes, ſince thereby we may ob. 
ſerve the exceeding great felicity, in this "me 
ticular, their father enjoyed in compariſor of 


them. | 


” N * 


How Ariſtobulus, having obtained the Kingdom, was the firſt who placed 2. Crown upon 


after be had murthered Antigonus. 


X FTER the death of their father, Arifo- 
FN bulus the eldeſt, having taken meaſures 
to change the government into a monarchy, 
was the firſt who placed a diadem upon his head, 
four hundred eighty one years, and three 
months, from the people's return to their na- 


tive country, from the captivity of Babylon. 


Antigonus, the next in age to him of his 
brothers, was in great eſteem with him, 
and enjoyed almoſt the ſame honours; but 
the other brothers he threw into priſon, as 
he did alſo his mother, for endeavouring 
to diſpute the right of government with 
him, Hyrcanus having left her miſtreſs of 
every thing: Nay, he carried his barbarity to 
her to that height, that ſhe died of hunger. 
In the room of his mother he made Antigonus, 
whom he ſeemed ardently to love, his colleague 
in the kingdom; againſt whom ſeveral endea- 
vours had been made to alienate the king's af- 
fection from him, by malicious inſinuations. 
At firſt he gave no credit to the many re- 
ports brought him, having a great! affection 
for his brother, and ſuppoſing they might be 
ſpread through an envious and malicious view. 
Some time after this, Antigonus returned from 
the army with a magnificent retinue, juſt at 
the time the feaſt of the tabernacles was going 
to be celebrated, but unfortunately Hoi ſtobu- 
las was forced to keep his bed through ill- 
neſs. Antigenus, in the mean while with great 
pomp and ſplendor, went up to the..temple, 
attended with hig men in armour, to cele- 


brate the feaſt, but in effect to make his vows 


for the recovery of his brother. Now thoſe 
perſons who only waited an opportunity, to 
diſſolve: the union and affection between the 


two brothers, thought they could make this 


grand appearance of Antigonus, a fit occaſion 
to execute their malicious deſigns: To which 


end they went to the king, and by many art- 
ful and cunning inſinuations, ſuggeſted to him 


the extraordinary preparations of the- feaſt, 


and the uncommon magnificence of Antigonus, 
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bie Head. Of the Cruelty be exerciſed upon his Mother and Brothers. Of bis Death, 
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every one of whoſe actions they 


ery one of whol they extremely 
miſrepreſented, and remonſtrated y 


that the 


were not agreeable to a private man and 2 


ſubject, but to one who aſpired to the regal 
authority, and that he ought to have appre- 
henſions of his own' life, ſince he was come, 
attended with ſuch a numerous body of armed 
men; for it was not to be doubted} but 4y- 
tigonus would ſet little value upon him, hay- 
ing now in his hands ſufficient power to e- 
ſtabliſn himſelf, without the moxtification of 


a rival in the government. 


Ariſtobulus was with great reluctance brought 


to believe theſe remonſtrances; but that he 


might avoid any ſuſpicion, and put himſelf 
into a condition to defend himſelf, he put 
his guards into a certain obſcure place undet 
ground, (for he kept his bed in the tower cal- 
led Antonia,) giving them exprefs: orders not 
to touched any one who came unarmed, but to 
put every one to death who appeared in ar- 
mour, though it happened to be Aung 
himſelf. In the mean time, he ſeut ſome 
perſons to bid him come unarmed. But the 

acen, / and the reſt who «conſpired againſt i 
life, bad the meſſengers tell him quite conttz. 
ry; namely, that his brother having heard ol 
the martial preparations he had made, deſired 
he would . come to him armed, that he migit 


ſee him in armour. ©» Antigcuus, not in the 


ſuſpecting any treachery, but putting his cou 
fidence n the kindneſs his brother had col, 
ſtantly ſhewed him, in the armour he:then had 
on, went to him, in order to let him have# 
full view of it. But when he was dome 0 
the tower, called $traton, the paſſage to whie 
place is exceeding dark, he was flain by 1 1 
guards. The death: of this perſon is u fen 
demonſtration, that nothing is more fre * 
than envy and calumny, and that nothing bor; 
er diſſolves the neareſt tie of natural affe 
and entirely changes out temper, though gout 
rally benevolent. And in I "WC 
fu 


ä | | * os e- 
not but greatly wonder at the n dor 


* 
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j&ti one Judas, an Eſſene, which always 
_—— Inis rſon. ſeeing Anigonus 
going out of the cemple, ſhouted aloud in the 


* 


hig companions and followers, who, 
OO ob . his method of fore- 
delling things to come, were conſtantly _ 
him, and ſaid, that he wiſhed death to himſel 
much rather than he ſhould be found guilty 
of uttering a falſhood, while Antigonus was 
chief: At the ſame time he foretold Antigonus 
was to die that day in the tower of Straton. 
He ſaw him paſs by him, and the place where 
he ſtood and propheſied of his death was ſix 
hundred furlongs diſtant from the tower, and 
the better part of the day was paſt; ſo that 
he run a very great riſque, if his propheſy 
had been found falſe; But while Fudas. was 
ſpeaking of it with great. concern, news was 
brought him, of Antigonus being ſlain in the 
ſubterraneous place, there called by the name 
of the tower of Straton, after the ſame manner; 
that the maritime places have the name of Ce- 
ſarea. And indeed this murther put the pro- 
phet into extreme grief. 
Ariſtobulus, in the mean while, became full 
of repentance for this murther of his brother, 
the continual compunction of! his conſcience 
at length threw him into a diſtemper, which, 
and his immoderate grief ſtill the more in- 
creaſing, cauſed his body to corrupt, through 
whoſe parts the blood flowed out, which, one 
of the boys who attended upon him, carrying 
juſt to the place which ſtill remained ſtained with 
the murther of, Antigonus, tell down, I pre- 
ſume, by ſome divine providence, and ſpilt it. 
Thoſe who were ſpectators of this action im- 
mediately ſet up a great noiſe, as if the boy 
had purpoſely ſpilt the blood; which com- 
ing to the cars of Ariſtobulus, he enquired 
what was the matter: But they, unwilling 
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* if 281 STOBUTLUS being now dead, his 
A wife Salome, whom the Greciaus call A. 
We /cxandria, immediately releaſed his brothers, 
= (4rifobulus, as we have taken notice above, 

having confined them in priſon) and created 
Fannæus, otherwiſe named Alexander, king, 
= who was of a fit age and capacity to take the 
= $ovcroment into his hands. This prince had 
be untortunate lot, from the very moment of 
hos birth, to be hated by his father, and never 
a all his life-time to appear within his ſiglit. 
* 6 he ground of this hatred. is reported to have 
een this: Hyrcanus having ſet a more than or- 


3 er it 
eompelled 
ontacute App. 


* 5 : («)Q veſtion 2 1 8 Mention of Ariſt 
31 epends entirely upon the Authority of 
ath Written him — of a mild ok. S P 


Lat of a Neceſſity, or a too great Fear, to do 
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to tell him any thing about the affair; made 
him but the more eager to know it. This 
is uſually the caſe with mankind in reſpect 
of accidents, for any thing endeavoured to be 
preſerved in ſecrecy, occaſions a ſtricter en- 
quiry, and very often worſe conſtructions to 
be put, than the thing merits. Ariſtobulus, 
having at length, by many threatenings and 
menaces, extorted the whole ſecret from them, 
from the torments of his conſcience, and his 
diſtracted mind, he let fall a flood of tears, 


and with a deep groan faid, It was impoſſible 


* my impious and abominable wickedneſſes 
« ſhould eſcape the knowledge of God, or I go 
© unpuniſhed for the inhuman murther of my 
© brother. And how long, O moſt impudent 
© body, wilt thou retain my ſoul doomed to the 
© ſhades of my mother and brothers? Why doſt 
thou not diſcharge thyſelf of it all at once? 
© But I will ſacrifice, and pour out in drops my 
© blood, to expiate the murther of thoſe whom 
© I have inhumanly ſlain.” At the cloſe of theſe 


words he gave up the ghoſt, having reigned bur 


one year. He was called Philelle, or the lover 
of the Grecians ; and during his reign his coun- 
try received conſiderable advantages; for he 
reduced Itura, and added a great part of that 
country to Fudea, and gave the inhabitants, 


willing to remain in their native habitations, 


power to do ſo, provided they would be cir- 
cumciſed, and live agreeably to the Fewiſh ſy- 
ſtem of government. He was (a) naturally of 
a juſt diſpoſition, and very modeſt, as Strabo, 
from the authority of Timagenes, witneſſes in 
the following words: This perſon ſhewed 
© himſelf of a very juſt temper, and equally bene- 

« ficial to the Fews, for he extended their ter- 

© ritories, by adding to them part of the nation 
* of the Ituræans, under an engagement of their 
© being circumciſed,?;/it te 


. 5 "i 5 , 2 1 A Pt R . . 
= How Alexander, having obtained the. Kingdom, made an Expedition againſt Ptolo- 
mais; hut, through fear of Ptolomy Lathurus, broke up the Siege, How Ptolomy, 


upon his ſending Cleopatra: againſt him, and the pretended Alliance be made with 
 bim, gave him Battle, and Natal tbe e 


dinary affection upon Antigonus and Ariſtobulus, 
two of his eldeſt ſons, he asked God (who was 
uſed ſometimes to appear to him in his dreams) 
which of his ſons he deſigned him for his ſuc- 
ceflor ? And upon God's Wen him the like- 
neſs of this Alexander, he conceived an inex- 
pronto concern at the reflection of his 

ecoming heir to all his poſſeſſions: And as 
ſoon as he was born, he ſent him to be broughr 
up in'Ga/i/ee, which, however, did not fruſtrate 
the - purpoſe of God, declared to Hyrcanus. 


And thus did this Alexander, after the death 


of Ariſtobulus, obtain the kingdom, but, one 


obulus be the Reſult of Foſephus's own Opinion, 


Upofition ; for it is often the Caſe that we are 
many Things, repugnant to our natural Temper, 


of 
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fit out a fleet of ſhips. 
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of the crown with him, he put to death, and Prolomy encreaſe his forces on the Very. + 


the other, being of a more philoſophic temper, tiers of her kingdom; bus would uſe all 22 


and ſtudious to live in peace, he kept in much 1 precautions againſt it, and endeavour 


5 3 FO re. 

honour. | e pet his deſigns with a powerful army; fo 
Having put his new government into the had given plain ſigns of ber attempts FA q 5 
beſt ſituation he could, he undertook an ex- him out of Cyprus. That Ptolomy mig ht if 


ition againſt Ptolomais, the citizens whereof he was deprived of the hopes he had formed: 
within their walls; and advancing with his ar- 2 condition. Ptolomy coming to 


my to the town, he laid ſiege to it; for of the that the in 
maritime cities, Ptolomais and Gaza were the their ſentiments, did not however ſto 


while Philometor Antiochus, and his brother horſe and foot about thirty thouſand: fig 


Antioc hus, ſirnamed Cyzicenus, were employ- men, and marching them up as far as Pto/pnyj; 
ing their arms againſt each other, and diminiſh- he encamped not far from the place, but the 
ing the forces of one another, the citizens of citizens refuſing either to admit hisambaſſagy 
Ptolomais received no manner of ſuccour from or hear any propoſitions, he was extremely Wl 


either of them: But while Mexander was puſn- raged. _ | 13 

ing on the ſiege with more than ordinary vi- Some time after this, the men of Gazy, ay 
gour, and the defendants-were reduced to ex- Zoilus, came and begged him to affift then, 
treme hardſhips, Zoilus, who had ſeized upon Alexander and the eus having, they ſaid, n- 


the tower of Straton, and Dor, came to their vaged all their country. Alexander, henti 


aſſiſtance, with a legion of men in his own of this conjunction, through fear of Pram, 
pay; for, having taken advantage of the diſ- inſtantly broke up the fiege, and drew off his 
utes, and engagements, mutually carried on army. After this, he acted a very cunni 
tween the two kings, he had affected a kind part, for privately ſending Cleopatra againl 
of ſovereignty ro himſelf. With the forces he him, he made an open ſhew of entering into 
brought he gave the inhabitants ſome little an alliance with him; and agreed to give hin 
aſſiſtance, who were not upon ſo good terms five hundred talents of filyer, provided Zalut 


_ with either of the kings, as to give them ſuf- was put to death, and his country added o 


ficient hopes of their ſending them any forces Fades. Ptolomy, without heſitation, made the 
to relieve them. For the king's might, with alliance with him, and put Zoilus into his 
good ſhew of reaſon, be compared ro a couple hands. But hearing ſhottly after, that Al 
of wreſtlers, who, quit ſpent, and wearied ander kept up a ſecret correſpondenee with 
with continually exerciſing their ſtrength, yet Cleopatra, he broke the oath he had ſwore 
ſcorn to deſiſt, and only take a ſhort breathing- to him, and marching up to Prolomait, which 
time to renew the combat with more vigour. had denied him admittance, he laid ſiege ther- 
However, they had one reſource lefr, which to, and leaving ſome officers, and part of his 
was the king's of Ægypt, and Ptolomy and La- forces to carry on the ſiege, he marched the 
thurus, than in poſſeſſion of Cyprus, who, after remainder. into 2 in order to lay ths 
his mother Cleopatra had thruſt him out of the country waſte: But Alexander apprized of his 
government, withdrey to that iſland. To him deſign, collected fifty thouſand. of the icha- 
they ſent ambaſſaders, deſiring his ſuccour bitants, or as ſome authors ſay, fourſcar 
and affiſtance, to deliver them our of Alex- thouſand; with whom he marched out to pie 
ander's hands, now they were reduced to the Ptolomy battle. Prolomy in che mean time al- 
laſt extremity. The ambaſſadors giving him tacked Aſochis, a city of Galilee, on 1 (ab- 
hopes, that if he paſſed over into Syria, he bath at unawares, of whoſe inhabitants he pi 
would be joined by the Gazeans, and Zoilus, about ten thouſand to the ſword, and took 
who where actually in the intereſts of the citi- beſides a very large booty, 8 

zens of Ptclomais, and telling him, the Sido- After this action he made an attempt df 
aiaus and others would come to their aſſiſtance, Sepphoris, nor far diſtant from the city he had 


| he was at length induced to favour the under - plundered, but loſing ſeyeral of his men beer 


taking, and made all neceſſary preparations to this place, he went back to Ptolomais, uit 

i Ons IS. Aeſign to give battle to Alexander, l 
In the mean while, one Demænetus, a pers him at a certain place called Aſopius, m 
ſon of great popularity, and eloquence, and of ed-near Jordan, where he encamped, lot y 
equal intereſt with the inhabitants of Prolo, from- the enemy. The front of Alexandi 


* 
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of his brothers, preſuming to diſpute the tight the management f her own interefts, 41 to ly 


je defeated in an engagement, and forced them turn back to Cyptus, and they be left to bear: 1 


abitants of Prolomais had altered 


5 ö * g „ b 
only places that held out againſt him. Be- purſued his voyage, and being driven path 
ſides, Zoilus, the petty prince, who was in part of the country called Sycaminus, he made 
effion of the tower ol Straton, aud Dor; a deſcent their with his forces, Sor. of 
Ung 
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mais, made them change their reſolutions, by army conſiſted of eight thouſand fighting 14 F . 


repreſenting, That it was much more prefera- called Hoecatontomarchi, uſing ſhields 


ble, conſidering the uncertainty of the event, to oyer with plates of braſs. In He ce 4 | 
run all manner of riſque with the Jews, than Ptolomy's van had ſhields-covered wit wm 


ſubject themſelves to a manifest Jtavery, by ſur- of braſs, but his men in other accouttemel 


rendering themſelves up to a maſter: That were far inferior, and conſequeutl) nds f | 


they had a war then upon their hands to ma- merous to unde danger: Not wn 


nage, and they had reaſon to exp: much theſe diſadvantages, © Philoſtepbanus, 15 


greater work from the Ægyptians. That it cer appointed to marſhal them, did no dg nui 


was not likely Cleopatra would be ſo remiſs in animate them with freſh courage, by * 5 


- 


h * 


Book XIII. 
boldly over the river between 
8 Le Mexander offered no manner 
ol reſiſtance to hinder them from paſſing over; 
for he imagined, ſhould they have the river 
in the rear, he ſhould have the greater advan- 
tage over them, and be in a much better 
capacity to defeat them, they being then 2 
ved of the means of retreating. At fir 
the battle was doubtful, and victory ſeemed 
for a long time to incline to neither ſide, each 
receiving a terrible ſlaughter, and loſing a vaſt 
number of men. But Philaſtephanus ſeeing 
Alexander's men ſuperior in ſtrength, divided 
his forces, and came up to the, afliſtance of 
thoſe who gave ground; but the Fews who 
were forced ro tall back, having none ready 
to ſuccour them, immediately fled, as Tae 
army had lately done; and the enemy pre ed 
ſo vigorouſly upon them, that they killed many 
of them in the purſuit, and the ſlaughter was 


ſo great and terrible, that the edges of their 


CHA 


dition againſt Cœlo-Syria, and entirely 
Slew, on Account of a Sedition raiſed 
tiochus Grypus, Seleucus, Antiochus 
. CEEOPA TR A, during theſe tranſactions, 
= Qſeeing her ſon's affairs receive a proſperous 
run of ſucceſs, and that he committed - his-ta- 
vages in Judea in a very arbitrary manner, and 
the city of the Gagæans reduced to his obedi- 
ence, reſolved in time to put a ſtop te bis 
proceedings, and not ſuffer him, now he was 
at the very gates, to encreaſe his forces any 
wore, for fear he might entertain a deſiga of 
= carrying his arms into Agypt, and endeaypur 
= to win that kingdom. Jo put her deſigns in 
execution, ſhe, immediately with a numerous 
body of naval and land forces marched againſt 
him, giving the command of the whole army 
to Che/cias and Ananias, two 'Fews.. She 
de poſited the greateſt part of her wealth, and 
left her nephews and will at Coos ©. And, hav- 
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ing commanded her ſon Alexander to fail; into bj 


Pubeænicia with a numerous fleet, which country 


= £0045, but the inhabitants refuſing! to ad- 
5 | mit her, ſhe laid ſiege to the place. Ptolomp, 
in Fa mean TIME, cis out of Syria, 
made great expedition to get into -Aeqpt, 
: which, he thought to have 8 
umy in it, and fo. haye attacked it at yna- 
Varcs, but he was deceived in his expectations, 
94 Rune theſe ae Chelcias, one of 
= C-opaira's generals died, while he | 

5 ſuing Prodomy, But 3441 ut a bs 105 n ee 
= Copatra receiving intelligence of her ſon's 
P deſigns, and that his affairs in A gypt bad not 
net with the ſucceſs he expected, diſps tched 
= thither part of her army, and drove him out 
of ae country. Ptolomy returning this, ſe- 
rer ene out of Aigype, took up: his win» 
is quarters at Gaga, while Cleopatra conti- 
| ng the ſiege againſt Prolomais, ina ſhort 


ume took both the town and part! 
a own and garriſon; Alex- 


of the Antiquities of the, Jews 


home by flight. 


& 


readily, ſurrendered. itſelf ito him, ſhe went to /uff 


F 


weapons were bjumedy e r arms wearied, 
with it. For tis ſaid , chigty thouſand were 
Nain in this battle, (thqugh Timagenes makes 
the number fifty thouſand)! eſides a great num 
ber taken priſoners, and others who eſcaped 


Prolumy, after this victory, ravaged the 
country in a, terrible manner, but the evening 
coming on, he took up his abode in ſome vil- 
lages of Fudea, which he found full of women 
and children. He commanded his ſoldiers, to 
kill them, and having cut them into ſeveral 
pieces, to throw the parts into boiling pots. 
This terrible command was given, with a de- 
ſign to ſtrike a terror into the enemy that had 
made their eſcape, and make them imagine 
they eat human fleſh. Both Krabo and, Ni- 
cholaus agree in the account I have given of 
this cruel action. Beſides theſe tranſactions, 
he took Ptolomais by ſtorm, as we have men- 
tioned in another place. ET WR 


p. XIII. 


How Alexander, Cleopatra having made an Alliance with him, undertook an Expe- 


demoliſhed the City of the Gazzans, and 
ainſt him, ſeveral thouſand Jews. Of An- 
zicenus and Pius, and others. | 


ander had now no other reſource left but Cleo- 
patra, the mis fortunes he had received from 
Ptolomais were too great to be preſently, 
blotted out of his memory. He therefore 
went to Cleopatra at Ptolomais, carrying rich 
preſents with him, and attended with a reti- 
nue ſuitablę to his quality. He was no ſooner 
arriyed, but ſome; of Cleopatra's; friends» ad- 
viled her to receive the preſents he brought, 
but to carxy ber arms into his country, and, 
ſeize upon it:; for it was not prudence to per- 
mit one man to exerciſe dominion over ſo 
numerous and braye a body of ems. This 
advice was different from the ſentiments of A- 
nanias, who gave her other counſel, and te- 
preſented, The injuſtice of depriving a. perſon in 
ailignce with. her gf his, juſt right, who was 
relation and 'countryman; I would have 
you .canfpaer. well. of, it, added he, if this man 
upers, any injury unfuſtiy, we, who are Jews, 
will certainly revenge, the outrage, and prove 
Your enemies... Cleopatra was won over by this 
admonition of Angnigs, not to uſe any vio- 
lence. againſt Alexander, with whom, on the 
contrary, the made-an-alliance at Sexthopolis in 
2 ooinnd ST ods to 0 
Having by, this, proceeding, freed | himſelf 
irom, any further, apprehenſions of .Ptolowy, 
he immediately led an army into Cxlo-Syria, 
and ſat down before Gadara, which he took 
after a ten months ſiege: He alſo ſeized up- 
on Amatho, one of the ſtrongeſt places of de- 
fence about the river Fardau Here Theodorus 
the ſon of Zeno, kept his moſt valuable and 
rich effects, who ſuddenly ſet upon the Jews, 
and ſlew upwards of ten thouſand of their num- 
ber, beſides ſeizing upon Alexander's, baggage. 
However mortifying theſe diſadvantages were, 
Atexaudey. ſtill kept up his reſolution, and 
LIII 5 marching 
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marching to the ſen- coaſts againſt Raphias and 
Ant hedones, afterwards called Aggrippiades by 
Herod, he took both of them by ſtorm: And 
petceiving now that Prolomy had withdrawn 


from Gaza to Cyprns, and his mother Cleopatra 


into Ægypt, he was. enraged at the Gazeans, 
for imploring ProJomy's aſſiſtance; upon which 


he laid ſiege to their town, and ravaged the 


country round about in a terrible manner, 
Apollodotns, the general of the Gagæans, with 
two thouſand foreigners, and ten thouſand of his 
own people, ſallied out in the night upon the 

ev camp, and during the dark reaped a 
conſiderable advantage over the enemy, who 
imagined they were attacked all the while by 
the forces of Prolomy But the day light ap- 
pearing, ſoon convinced them of their miftake ; 
whereupon collecting themſelves into one en- 
tire body, they made a furious attack upon 
the Gazeans, of whom they flew about a thou- 
ſand. Notwithſtanding this loſs, the @azeans 
maintained their ground with great reſolution, 
and though they were 7 ed with famine, 
and ſo large a number of them were ſlain, re- 
ſolved to undergo the ſevereſt hardſhips, rather 
than ſubmit to the enemy: Beſides, they were 
animated with courage to hold out, from the 


aſſurance Aretas, the Arabian king, had gi- 


ven them, to ſend a reinforcement to their aſ- 
ſiſtance; but an accident happened which diſ- 
appointed their hopes; for Apollodotus their 
general, was ſlain before their arrival. His 
brother Lyimac hus, burning with envy at the 
good underſtanding between him and the citi- 
zens, which he attributed as a prejudice to 
himſelf, killed him, and collecting the forces 
together, ſurrendered the place up to Alexan- 
der. Upon his entering the town, he uſed the 
citizens with great clemency, but ſhortly 
after he gave leave to his foldiers to fall up- 
on them. Upon this, the ſoldiers ſeparated 
themſelves up and down, and put the Gaze- 
ans, in whatever place they found them, to 
the ſword. On this occaſion the Gazeans 
thewed extraordinary courage ; for, deſpairing 
of any ſafery, they made ſuch a furious re- 
ſiſtance againſt the Fews, that, to the num- 


ber of their own body, who were killed at 


this time, they flew an equal number of their 


enemies. Some, however, had the fortune to 


retreat into the houſes, to which they im- 
mediately ſet fire, to take from the enemy 


all hopes of enriching themfelves with plun- 


der; alſo ſome, with their own hands, put 
their wives and children to death, reſolving 


rather to do fo, than let them fall into the 


hands of the Fews. Five hundred of the ſena- 
tors eſcaping into the teinple of Apollo (for 
when the city was taken, the ſenate. was fit- 
ting) were, by order of Alexander, put to death. 
At length having demoliſhed the town, he re- 


turned back to Hieroſolyma, having fat doun 


before Gaza one yea. | 
About this time alſo Antiochus Erypus loſt 
his life by the treachery of Heracleon, havin 
lived five and forty, and reigned nine an 
twenty years. Seleucus his ſon ſucceeding him 
in the kingdom, carried on the war, againſt An- 
tiochus, ſirnamed Cyzicenus, his father's bro- 
ther, and defeating him in a pitched battle, 
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put him to death. Shortly after this 


In the mean while Pto/omy Lathurus, recalled 


queen of the Galadenians, at this time at war 
with the Parthians, he loſt his life bravely ; 


throw, Aptiochus, fon of Cyzicenng 
Pius, coming to Aradus, placed there the gi, 
dem upon his own head, and gave Fele 1 
battle, giving him an entire FF. — and 11 
ving him out of Hria. He fled into 75 
and withdrew into the city Moponeſtia i 
the inhabitants of which place he exa9.," 
ſum of money : The citizens, enraged at thi 
arbitrary proceeding, ſer fire to his palace 1 
the king, together with his friends, were ba : 
to death in the flames. Antioc hus, the fon of 
Cyzicenus, having obtained the kingdom of 5 
ria, was attacked by Antiochus, the dire 
of Selencus, who, receiving an entire "org 
throw, in the engagement Joſt his life, nd 
the whole body of his army. Philip his hr 
ther, after this defeat, placed the crown wen 
his own head, and reigned over part of Ys 
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Demetrius, firnamed Eucærus, his fourth bre. 
ther out of us, and crowned him kin 
of Damaſcus. Antiochus having made a ſhort 
bur valiant reſiſtance againſt theſe two brothers 
died; for going to the aſſiſtance of Laodice, 


upon which the two brothers, Demetrius and 
Philip, ſeized upon SPria, over which the 
reign d, as I have ſhewn in another place, 
Alexander at this time had the misfortune 
of a violent and raging ſedition of his own 
ſubjects againſt him; for the whole nation 
roſe up againſt him, during the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles, and at a time when he was ſtand- 
ing at the altar, ready to ſacrifice, They pro- 
ceeded fo far in their malignant diſpoſition a- 
— him, that they ſmote him with citron 
ranches, (the es having a cuſtom amongſt 
them at this feaſt, of enjoining every one to 
carry branches of palm and citron: trees in 
their hands, as is ſhewn in another place,) and 
reproached him with being born of a captive 
woman, and on that account unworthy either 
to enjoy the prieſtly office, or perform {acrifice, 
This action ſo enraged the king, that fix thou- 
ſand of them fell a ſacrifice to his indigni- 
tion. Beſides, he raiſed an encloſute of v 
about the altar and temple, even to the en. 
cloſure, into the inſide of which the prich 
were only admitted to enter, whereby be 
effectually hindered the people from coming 
to him. He alſo kept in his pay fot 
ſoldiers, ſuch as Pifdians and Cilicians; 
he made no uſe of the Syrians, whom be h- 
ted, in any of his engagements. He the! - 
dued the-Arabians, and laid a tribute on 
Moabites and Galaadites ; after which de de. mp: 
moliſned Amat be, Theodorus not dat * ==. 
refit him. He alſo engaged Obed, king 0 © ne! 
Arabians, but falling 1nto an amount 5 


him, in a rocky and difficult p of =: 


6 
enemy's camels, into a deep valley ow 1 
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s revenge on, and puniſhing them for: the 


IP juſtice they had done him : Though, certain=- 
51 this puniſhment was too ſevere and barba- 
1 | | 72 A N K 
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„in which time, upwards 
fler befand Jeu, loſt their lives. All his en- 


deavours and fair ſpeeches to induce them to 


eace, were ſo far from revailing with m_ 
IG the remembrance of the ſuſterings he * 
made them endure, only ſerved to encreaſe 


CHA 
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NEMETRIUS taking his forces, and the 
others who joined his army, marched with 
them to the city Sicim, before which place he 
encamped. Alexander, with a deſign of meet- 
ing him, put himſelf at the head of ſix thou- 
ſand and two hundred mercenary troops, being 
joined by twenty thouſand ;s, who ſtill 
were in his intereſt. His whole army con- 
ſiſted of three thouſand horſe, and forty thou- 
and toor, Many endeavours were uſed on 
both ſides to weaken each other. Demetrius, 
on his part, was very earneſt to induce the 


WE mercenaries, who were Grecians, to revolt to 


him, while Alexander was endeavouring to-en- 


gage the Jews, in the intereſt of Demetrius, 


to eſpouſe his quarrel. But each, at length, 


; | finding their ſeveral deſigns had no effect, they 


came to an engagement, which gave Demetrius 


the advantage. Every one of Alexander's men 


behaved with great bravery, but were entirely 


cut off: The loſs on Demetrius's ſide alſo was 
very conſiderable. = 115 


Alexander, after this defeat, retired to the 


mountains, where he was joined by a reinforce- 
ment of ſix thouſand Fews, who were very 
much concerned at his ill ſucceſs. Demetrius 
finding this, began to be apprehenſive of dan- 
ger, and withdrew. And the Jes themſelves, 
Ws ſhortly after, proclaimed war againſt Alexax- 
aer, but, in the ſeveral engagements they had 
Vith him, fortune always was againſt them. 
And now having obliged the moſt powerful 
et them to ſhut themſelves up in the city Be- 

oma, he laid ſiege to it; and having won 
he place, and taken them into his power, 
ie carried them to Hieroſolyma, and there 
gave a remarkable inſtance of his barba- 
py. For while he ſat at an entertain. 
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ent among his concubines, in a place from 


Which he could ſee what was done, he com- 


anded theſe perſons, in number about eight 


b undred, to be crucified, and before they were 
pt dead, ordered their wives and children, 


their fights, to be ſlain; in chis manner ta- 


= 
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their hatred againſt him. And upon his asking 
them, what they thought would free them from 
their troubles, they, with an unanimous voice, 
anſwer d, His death. Soon after which they 
ſent ro Demetrius Eucærus, to beg his aſſiſtance 
tee + 


p. MIV. 
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Vitt y Demetrius Euczrus obtained over Alexander, and his Departure borr- 
9 5 4 1 ugh Fear of the Jews. Of Alexander s great Slaughter of the Jews, 
and the Period he hut tO the Seditions raiſed againſt him. F the Death of De- 


rous, and unbecoming human nature, notwith- 


ſtanding the extreme hardſhips which he ſuffer'd, 


by their riſing in rebellion againſt him, and put- 
ting both his life and kingdom to the utmoſt 
danger; for finding their own forces inſufficient 
ro withſtand his arms, they called 1n a * 
aid to their aſſiſtance; and by their ſucceſſes 
over him, obliged him at length to ſurrender, 
into the hands of the Arabian king, all his ac- 
quiſitions in Moab and Galaad, and the ſeveral 
fottified places in thoſe countries, to hinder his 


entering into an alliance with them againſt him, 


not to inſiſt on numberleſs other injuries and 
affronts he had received from them. Yet 
Alexander might have reſtrained his hand 


from committing this bloody ſcene; ſo that 


for his extraordinary cruelty, the Fews juſt- 
ly called him Thrakidas. The forces, his 
enemies, to about eight thouſand men, with- 
drew in the night time, and, while Alexander 
lived, remained in a voluntary exile. - Alex- 


ander having, by this means, got clear of theſe 


troubleſome tumults, enjoyed for the future a 
ſtate of grear ſerenity and peace. 42 


Demetrius, in the mean while, marching out 
of Judea to Beræa, into which his brother had 
withdrawn, laid ſiege to him, with an army, 
conſiſting of ten thouſand foot, and a thouſand 
horſe. Straton, prince of Berea, and Philip's 
ally, ſent for Zyzus, the general of the Ara- 
bians, and Mithridates Sinaces, general of the 
Parthians, to come to his relief. Theſe bring- 
ing a numerous army, beſieged Demetrius in 
his camp, and at length forced his men, partly 
with the continual ſhowers of darts thrown a- 
2 them, and partly with the thirſt that 
aMicted them, to furrender themſelves at diſ- 
cretion. Having obtained a great plunder, 
and taken Demetrius, they ſent him to Mithri- 
dates, at that time king of Parthia. But to 
as many Antioc hians as wete taken priſoners, 
they generouſly gave back their liberty. I 
thrinates the Parthian king, while Demetrius 
lived, entertained him with great honour: 


Philip, after this engagement, marched up to 


Antjoch, and took it, by which he ſecured to 
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VT IOCH Us, ſirnamed Dionyſus, and 
Philip's brother, making his pretenſions 


to the kingdom, came to Pamaſcus, and procu- 


red himſelf to be declared king; the firſt thing 
he did, was the expedition he made againſt the 
Arabians, which Philip his brother no ſooner 
heard of, but he poſted to Damaſcus, which 


 Milefius (who was left captain of the garriſon) 
and —_ Damaſcenes voluntarily ſarrendered 


to him; but Milefus, diſguſted at his ingrati- 
tude, and the backwardneſs he ſhewed to per- 
form the promiſes made him, for admitting him 
into the city, and the inclinations he expreſſed 
to have it thought he had given up the place 
to him through fear, began to entertain ſenti- 


ments of ſuſpicion at his behaviour, and at 


length became the occaſion of wreſting it out 
of his hands; for, as he went out on a time 
into Circus, he ſhut the gates upon him, and 
preſeryed it for Antiochus; who no ſooner 
heard of the actions of Philip, but he march- 
ed out of Arabia, and took his rout immedi- 
ately into Fudea with an army of eight thou- 
ſand foot, and fourſcore thouſand horſe. Alex- 
ander, terrified at his march, threw up a ditch 
of great depth, reachin from Cbabaræuda, now 
called Antipatris, iter as the ſea of Joppa, 
where was a paſſage made. He alſo raiſed 
a wall of an hundred and fifty furlongs in 
length, and built towers and battlements of 
wood to ſecure it; and by this means Antio- 
thus was quite covered. All theſe great pre- 
paratians, notwithſtanding, were hurnt by him, 
after which he, paſſed over into Arabia with 
his forces. The king of Arabia at firſt made 
a pretence to withdraw, but ſhewing himſelf 


immediately at the bead of ten . thouſand men, 


he was oppoſed by Antiochus, who preſently 
gave him battle. For ſome time he fought 
with great reſolution, but, endeavouring to 
ſuccour..a party of his men in great diſtreſs, 
he had the ill fortune to loſe his life. | His ar- 


my. ſeeing him killed, immediately fled into a 


village called Caras, where the greateſt part 
After him, Aretas ſucceeded in the kingdom 


who reigned in Cxlo-Hria; for the Damaſce- 


nes entertaining græat hatred againſt Pralomy 
Meunæiss, inveſted him with the regal autho- 


rity. From this place, at the head of a nu- 
merous army, he marched into Fudea, where 


he gave Alexander a defeat at Hudida, a place 
oſ great ſtrength, and having made a league 
with him, left the country. 

Alexander, in his turn, marched up to the 
city Dion, and took it, and from thence led 
his army to Eſſa, where Zeno kept his moſt 
valuable effects. This city was ſurrounded 
with a triple wall, notwithſtanding which, 
having taken it, he marched againſt Gaulana 
and Seleucia, both which he won, and then re- 


ts ales eee e Penn eee eee 

Of the Expedition undertook againſt Judea, firſt by Antiochus Dionyſus, 22d fler 
bim by Aretas. Of Alexander's winning ſeveral Cities, and returning to Hiergſ,, 
lyma. Of his Death after three Tears llineſs, and his Advice to Alexandra; 


poſſeſt Ador, Mariſſa, and Samarig, mou, 


immoderate drinking, fell. into a quartan agu, 


his deſire for martial employments did not 4- 


duced to his obedience the valley called 4,. 
tioc hus and Gamala, a garriſon . of great de 
fence. Againſt Demetrius, the governor of the. 
places laid a ſevere charge of 'miſdemeanour; E 
and then diveſted him of his government. 4: 
length having ſpent three years in this ex, 1 
dition, he returned home, where the Fey; "6 AN 
the proſperous ſucceſs of his arms, received him 

with marks of great gladneſs. , 

The Fews, at this time, were poſſeſt I 
almoſt all the cities in Syria, and Idumta and 

Phenicia. Towards the ſea they had the-toy.. 

er of Sraton, Apollonia, Foppa, amnia, J. 

Sor, Gaza, Ant bedon, Raphia, NHinocohira. 

In rhe inland country towards Idumes, the 


Carmel, and mount Fabyrius, Scythopalis, Ca. 
dar, Gaulanitis, Seleucia, Gabala, the pto- 
vinces in Moab,, Eſſebon, Megaba, Lemba, Ori. 
nas, Telit hon, Zara, the Gilicias Valley, and 
Pella (But this place they demoliſhed, be- 
cauſe the inhabitants refuſed to live after the 
conſtitutions of the Fewws.) Beſides theſe, they 
poſſeſſed ſeveral other cities in Syria, which 
they in like manner overturned. + -, |; | 
Some time after this, Alexander, through his 


which continued three years; natwithitanding, 


bate, till quite worn out by his illneſs, he died 
at the ſiege of Rabat ha, a place of great ſtrength 
in the mountains of the Geraſenians, on the 
other fide of Jordan. His queen, ſeeing bim 
upon the point of death, and that all hopes of 
his recovery were yain, ſhed a flood of teas, 
and with extreme ſorrow in her: eyes/lamenty 
ing him and his ſons, who were gaing to be 
deprived of his ſight, thus ſaid: And 0 
* whom do you thus leave me and yout chu 
* dren, deprived of any other aſſiſtance, be 
< you: are ſenſible of the enmity the Ja 
© bear you.“ After ſhe had ſpoke thus, # 
gaye her this advice: © To mind the admaly 
£ tion he gave er, to preſotue the kingdom, 
and her ſons in ſafety, ut 20 erf 10 
© death concealed from his ſoldiers, til be 
© had taken the place; and then in à fm Be © 
* phant manner return to Hicuaane © Be 

©. allow the Phariſees à gteater liber, m 7 


5. ination to her intereſt ; that they had ® po. . 
<. erful influence over the Jeu, und * The 
© in a capacity to prejudice thoſe they =, ee 
© and ſerve thoſe they loved: That " 
< meaner ſort of people were 0 rage 1 
© bigotted to their opinions, that a 1 
© always gain'd credit, though enviouly 5 

© ken, to the detriment of any one; © owl 
© his own miſunderſtanding with the Pee 
© was the pure effect of his ill-treating b 
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« which ground added he, when you 
{ Mg Hieroſolyma, aſſemble the chief ol the 
« Phariſees, and after you have ſhewn them my 
© body; make them large conceſſions.  'Tell 
© them they are at liberty to uſe me as they 
« pleaſe z nay, to prohibit. my body from _ 
Gig gd u ade Pune pin me) 
« or to inflict any other p | m m 

1 having — the cauſe of all their 
« wrongs,: But, above all, aflure them un- 
« der a ſolemn promiſe, that you'll act no- 
© thing in the government without their ad 


with Honour. 


= ALEXANDRA in the mean time, 

having taken the place, agreeable to 
| the advice of her husband, and ſpoken to 
the Phariſees, and put evety thing into their 
W hands, which either reſpected the deceaſed 
King, or the kingdom, not only entirely ba- 
= niſhed the hatred they had conceived againſt 
Alexander, but eftabliſhed them faithfully 
nin her intereſts. Now the firſt act of friend- 


= ſhip they ſhewed, was their going about a- 
= Mong the people, and openly commending 


== the actions of Alexander, and remonſtrating 
wich how much honour he died, and their 
encomiums of him were enlarged to that de- 
Es gcce, that the people expreſſed extreme ſor- 
row for him; ſo that greater veneration 
as paid to his memory, than ever any of 
the kings his predeceſſors had obtained. He 
left behind him two ſons, Hyrcanus and A- 
e iſtobalus, but left the government of the 
kingdom to his wife Alexandra, by his laſt 
vill and teſtament. Of his two ſons, Hyr- 
anus was the leaſt qualified to undertake 
ny public employment, being of a ge- 
ius more adapted to rhe enjoyment of a 
peaceful and retired life: Ariſtobulus, on 
be contraty, had ambitions views, and 


of a cunning and inſinuating temper. 


beir mother was in great reſpe& among the 
* I ' ople, for the ſorrow ſhe expreſſed at the 
iccarriages of her husband. Alexandra con- 
eeuted HMyrcanus high-prieſt, both on ac- 


ce of his temper; but to the Phariſtes 
e entirel) gave up the adminiſtration of af- 
s, and enjoined the people to pay obe- 
; pence to their commands. oreover, hat- 
er laws of the Phariſees her father Hyr- 
n had repealed, which they pretended 

_=y tcceived by tradition from their an- 
o, ſhe reſtored to their full force. Up- 
ich ground the retained the title of 
en, while the Phariſees were inveſted 
n the adminiſtration of the kingdom, for 
recalled all who had been bamiſhed, 
1 3 at liberty, and acted in every 
ts like fo many ſoveteigns. Notwith» 


unt of his years, and the native indo- 
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© yice and :-Toncittrence. K you follow +Ris 


e counſel,- they'll pertorm my funeral With 


greater magnificence than I can expe& 


© from you; becauſe, having the power to 


treat my corpſe with indecency; they will 
t not only abſtain from ſuch an action, but be 


© the ttus cauſe of your reigning in your -king- 


dom in ſafety. He had no ſooner made an 
end of admoniſhing his wife in this manner, 
than he gave up the ghoſt; after a teign of twen- 
ty ſeven; and 4 life of fifty one years. | 


ons 27 7.2 7 7 "oe 
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How Queen Alexandra, having procured the Friendſbip of the Phariſees, govern 4 
the Kingdom nine Tears; and after a ſucceſsful Courſe of ſeveral Exploits, died 


ſtanding, the queen managed the affairs of 
the kingdom, kept a great number of ſol- 
diets in her pay, whoſe valour ſhe ſo well 
approved, that the bordering -pritices were 
kept in awe, and forced to give hoſtages 
for their good behaviour: Her ſubjeQs, and 
kingdom, except the Phariſees, were pre- 
ſerved in the utmoſt tranquility. Theſe lat- 
ter gave her a great deal of diſturbance, 
and adviſed her to put to death all who 
had been Alexander's counſellors, whereby, 
no leſs than eight thouſand perſons loſt their 
lives. Some time after, one Diogenes, and 
after him ſeveral others, were put to death; 
which fome of the principal Fews takin 

notice of, went to the palace, accompanie 

by Ariftobulus, who ſeemed very uneaſy at 
the late arbitrary management, and only wait- 
ed an opportunity to encreaſe his Intereſt, 
and put a ſtop. to his mother's proceedings. 
They remonſtrated to her the glorious 
actions they had atchieved, and the dangers 
they had undergone, in which they Fad 


A 


a A N A 


ty and fidelity, and deſerved not only 
praife, but a reward; and begged thar the 
© hopes they had entertained, might not be 
« fruſtrated; for that thoſe who had e- 


a 


© ſcaped out of the dangers plotted againſt 


them by their enemies, were now {lain at 
© home like ſo many ſheep, without any one's 
© offering to redreſs the wrongs. More- 

over, they ſaid, if they were ſatisfied with 
the number of their. enemies already put 
to death, they would yet, for thegaftec- 
tion ſtill remaining in them for their mi- 
ſtreſs, paſs by what they had hitherto ſuf- 
* fered ; but if they continued in the fame 
* ſteps in which they had begun, they beg- 
* ged in the firſt place, they might be di- 
* miſſed, which, if not granted rhem, they 
* were ready to ſacrifice their lives that 
very inſtant in the palace, as being una- 


A @a aA aA 3a 


ble to enjoy ay comfort without the 
495 | 


participation of their queen and mother: 


That it would be a lg diſhonour both 
„to her and them, if if 
M mmm b 


e caſt that ignomi- 
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always ſhewed the greateſt marks of loyal- 
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ny upon them, as 75 number them among 
enemies of her husband. But ſhe would do 
an action of the greateſt importance, to aſſem- 
ble together Aretas the Arabian, and the 
other potentates, whoſe very names carried 
A terror in them; which if not timely condeſ- 
8 cended to, ſhe was at liberty to place every 
cone of them in tlie gatriſons, provided ſhe 
vas reſolved to continue the Phariſees in the 
ſame high poſts; for, they anded, if the 
© ſame evil ſpirit perſiſted to reign in the 
© houſe of Alexander, they would not repine 
© to change their preſent condition for a 
< worſe.” OE 
While they were thus pathetically inſiſt- 

ing on theſe and a great many more things, 
and invoking the departed ſoul of Alexan- 
der, to -commiſerate their dead friends, and 
their own ſad condition, every one who ſtood 
by, could not refrain from Redding a flood 
of tears. But Ariftobulus gave the plaineſt 
ſign of the temper he was in, by the reproach- 
ful words he caft upon his mother. In the 
main, they themſelves were the authors of 
their own misfortunes, by entruſting the reins 
of government to a woman, immoderately 
fond of ſway, and that to a greater length 
than was, lawful, at a time when the king's 
| ſons were come to an age, capable of ac- 
tion, Alexandra, however, won by their re- 
monſtrances, but having not wherewithal to 
reward them - handſomely, gave them the 
government of the Rene, places, but re- 
ſerved to herſelf Hyrcania, Alexandrium, and 
Mac hæro, where ſhe had depoſited her moſt 
valuable effects. And not long after this, 
ſhe ſent her ſon Ariſtobulus to Damaſcus, at 
the head of an army againſt Ptolomy Menneus, 
who was a terrible neighbour to that city. But 
he returned without performing any thing re- 
markable. | 2 

About this time news was brought that 
Zigranes, king of Armenia, had entered Syria, 
with a deſign to attack Faudea, at the head 
of five hundred thouſand men. This account, 
as was very likely, terrified the queen, and 
all the Fews, who, immediately ſent am- 


baſſadors with preſents of great value to 


him, as he laid ſiege to Ptolomais. Selene, 
otherwiſe called Cleopatra, was at this time 
queen of Syria, and adviſed the inhabitants: 
to ſhut their gates upon Zigranes. In the 
mean time the Jewiſh ambaſſadors arrived, 
and implored him to act no hoſtilities either 
againſt their queen or countrymen ; he, on 
the other hand, commending their loyalty, 
and the long journey they had taken to 
pay him their reſpects, diſmiſſed them full 
of hopes. Tigranes had ſcarcely made him- 
ſelf maſter of Ptolomais, but news was 
brought him, that Lucellus had purſued Mi- 
thridates; but hearing he had withdrawn 
amongſt the Iberians, had deſiſted from his 
purſuit, and turned his arms againſt Armenia, 
which he waſted in a terrible manner. Tigranes, 
upon this report, broke up his camp, and re- 
turned home. 3 5 
After this, the queen fell into a violent 
illneſs, which gave Ariſtobulus great hopes 


oF vaviuvgt]ostruUs 
the of err 


where his 'father's friends - were- im 


hatred againſt his mother's proceedin 
how his apprehenſions were the 


Phariſees ſhould engroſs an abſolute 
rity over the whole nation; for he was * 


be went pti. 
Barrifong 
He had for a long time entertain "> 
85, but 
, e one ee bes. en- 
creaſed, as ſuggeſting terrible fears, 16 the 
autho. 


well: acquainted with his brother's little by 
pacity for undertaking the government, yk 
was to have the kingdom alter her. Hi 
wite was the only perſon privy to his def 1 
whom, with his children, he had left the 
The firſt place he had recourſe to was Aale, 
into which he was admitted by Galæſtes he 
of the principal Jews But the queen ſp, 
perceived his retreat in the morning; jo 
ſome time ſhe had no ſuſpicion he was gebe 
with a deſign to attempt any revolution in the 
kingdom: But ſeveral perſons, immediately 
one after another, coming and acquainting her 
that he had ſeized upon the firſt place ot de. 
fence ; then the ſecond ; and at length all the 
garriſons, (for his eſtabliſhing himſelf in one, 
readily induced the others to eſpouſe his in- 
tereſts) created a prodigious uneaſineſs in the 
queen and the nation; for they plainly ſay 
now Ariſtobulus was in a fair way to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in the kingdom, and were in the ut- 
moſt apprehenſions, fearing he would reyen 
himſelt upon them, for their rebellious be- 
haviour againſt his family. Upon this account 
they thought it the ſafeſt way for them to 
lodge his wife and children in the caſtle aboie 
the temple. In a ſhort time ſo numerous 
multitude flocked to Ariſtobulus, that he had 
actually all the attendance and magnifcence 
of a king ; for in fifteen days he had ſecured 
to his party two and twenty caſtles, out d 
which having taken a great quantity of wealth 
he collected an army out of Libanus and - 
chon, and from the princes of theſe countiis; 
for the. men following the ſtronger party, vr 
eaſily induced to give their conſent. - Belids 
they had the aflurance to hope, if they afſiled 
him in his preſent circumſtances, they ot 
reap conſiderable advantages from his admit 
ſtration, as being the ſole cauſe of eſtablily 
ing him in it. The Fewiſo elders, and , 
canus went to the queen, whom they bez Be. 
to. adviſe about their preſſing neceſſities, | 
Ariſtobulus, having ſeized upon ſo many {ro 
holds, was in a manner ar the head of af. 
They ſaid, it was not fit they ſhould do „ 
thing, as the was yet alive, tho ſick, wil 
her conſent, but that apparent danger 89 h 
over their heads. She bad them take 
meaſures as ſhould be thought beneficial to „ 
their intereſts ; that there was a large ties 2 771 
a valiant nation, and a powerful army, ** ne 
ther their deſigns ; but that, thro h bel 15 * 
weakneſs and ill ſtate of health, he wee TT 
capacity enough to look to the affairs 
kingdom. 
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dhe had no ſooner delivered bereit ma 
but in a very ſhort time afterwards," ; 
having reigned nine, 1 - 


and lived fn 


Book XIII. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


7. ns. never betrayed. the weakneſs of her ſex mo tamilyy-that ſhe Preſerved) for 6 2 
for as the Conſtantly entertained ambitious that power and grandeur, which ſhe 


ent to which ſhe had Neeb p 
ng of thoſaſſwhich thwarted. 
ow. zfides, ſhe had the ready a 


ied, by! 
Ne 
dreſs to fa 


dom, ſo in all her aciohs, ſhe gaye 
nene how ee the de 
the great charge committed to her, 


1 
an 


8 
in with 
ridiculous was ſometimes that notion which the ſchemes and counſels of thoſe who were 
men entertain, of their being the ſole perſons not well affected to the royal blood; and ſhe 


capable to diſcharge the important ruft pf 4 left the kingdom entirely deſtitute of the aſ- 


329% 


She was a woman, who, in all her ac ted ſo fat to the happy eſtabliſhment of her owl 


ad ac- 


hopes, and a violent deſire of managing a king- quired with vaſt toil and indefatigable labour, 


"the . 
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kingdom. She always preferred the preſent ſiſtance, or rebellion of its own principal men; 
con juncture to any future accident, and baniſh- which occaſion'd, after her death, a great 


in ther, confiderationg ſhe would ſogne= ,-pany commotions and trapbles. .Narwithitang- 
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ordinary ſeverity, little regarding the juſtice or enjoyed a continual ſeries of peaceful and ha p- 
uy of any proceeding, merely for its be- py days. And this is the period of Alexandra's 
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CHAP, I. 
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The War between Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, about the Government of the Kingdm, 
Of their Agreement at laſt, that Ariſtobulus ſhould enjoy the Kingdom, and Hyr- 


canus live privately. 
went over to Aretas. 


— 


ol recited the actions of queen A. 
Sf /exandra, and concluded with 
ber death: We will now con- 
tinue the thread of our hiſtory, 
and ſpeak of the things ſucceed- 
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[1 

C2 = A f 

— — * — * | 
—— — — — __—  —  —  — 


w Hyrcanus, by the Advice of Antipater, ſhortly after 


T the foregoing book we have 


cloſure of the temple. Art length he offered 
his brother to forbear any further hoſtilities 
provided Ariftobulus would content himſelf 
with the government of the kingdom, and 
let him live in private, and enjoy his own 

ſſeſſions in peace. This agreement was made 


ing upon this change ; always ſetting before in the temple, by mutual oaths, and joining - 
ws this as a principal maxim, not to omit & hands, and reciprocal embraces, all the | 
any thing through a pretence of 92 * pee being preſent and ſpectators of it; aft 1 
want of memory. To this ene eu wen they Geparted, Ariſtobulus to his palace, BRNNNE \ 
dertaken this hiſtory of antiquimigh, Tae as a private man, to the hoe WR © 
to many, in which we have engl . of: Aribobul zz 
give it as fine a turn of diction à thi.natwe '- aaf had a particular friend, an laut ? 
of it would bear, that our readers mW; killa: 5 ater, a very wealthy perſon, ad Wn b, 
ſomething of ornament in it, and in ti . Wy nah Pu! to ſow ſedition: He was = 
fal at once receive pleaſure and know. A jute” different temper from Hyrcanus, ad WR 4 
In writers there ſhould be a principal car&xy. h the extraordinary eſteem he bore hin, WR 4 


advance no facts but what are true, that thoſ&;- &adeavoured by eve 
who are not acquainted with the occurrences 


they read, may be induced to give their aſſent 
to them. 


Hyrcanus, in the mean while, having en- 


tered into the prieſthood, in the third year, of 
the one hundred and ſeventh Olimpiad, and 
in the conſulſhips of Quintus Fortenſius, and 


uintus Metellus at Rome, who was alſo na- 
med Cretians, his brother Ariſtobulus immedi- 
ately proclaimed war againſt him, and enga- 
ging him at Jericho, a great many of Hyr- 
canus's men revolted from him. Upon this, 
Hyrcanus retired into the caſtle, where A. 
riſtobulus's wife and children had, as we have 
ſaid above, been put by Alexandra, and be- 
ſiegecl his enemies, withdrawn within the en- 


** to his deſi 
wever, brings the original of this Am 


method to bring iin 
gns. Nicholaus of Damaſcil, 


ter from the antient Fews, who came fun 
Babylon into Fudea But this aſſertion dab 
only to gain favour with Herod his fon, ubon 
fortune thought fit to place on the Jet 
throne, of which we ſhall ſpeak in its prop 
place. Antipater at firſt had the ſirname wy 
Antipas, whoſe father had the ſame ban A 
This perſon being conſtitured by king 4% 
der and his wife, governor of all Idumes, f 1 

ſaid, he entered, during his government, 10 . 
a league with the Arabians, Gaza dus, 2 | 

Aſcalonites, whom he had brought into wy 
tereſts by many rich and valuable pr 


Upon this ground it was that Antipatery . 
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Book XIV. . , of the Antiquities of tbe ſews. 


a young man, looked with jealous eyes upon 


Wa he might one time or other be puniſh- 


e hatred he expreſſed againſt him, he 
pho ans by ras, ſecret inſinuations to 
draw the affections of the principal Jews from 
him, repreſenting the great injuſtice they act 
ed, in ſuffering Ariſtobulus wrongtully to hold 
the kingdom, 1n prejudice to his elder brother, 
who had a right to it 1n reſpect of his ſenio- 
rity of age. He was alſo continually amu- 
ſing Hyrcanus with theſe plauſible ſpeeches, 
aud telling him the dangers, to which he ex- 


method to put Ariftobulus away. For, he told 


him, his brother's friends omitted no oppor- 


tunity to adviſe him to put him to death, 
as being the ſureſt way to ſecure the government 
to himſelf, "Theſe remonſtrances had no effect 
upon Hyrcanus, who was naturally of a meek 
diſpoſition, and not eaſily brought to give cre- 
dit to words in calumny; for his withdrawing 
from the fatigues of buſineſs, his mild tem- 
per, and eaſy forgiveneſs of injuries, make 
him appear in the eyes of all perſons, as one 
of a week and degenerate ſpirit. But Ari/= 
tobulus had a very different bent of genius, 
being formed for the accompliſhment of great 
deſigns, and of an addreſs fit to undertake 
any thing. - : 

When Antipater found his remonſtrances 
ained no manner of credit with Hyrcanus, he 
2 daily to prefer ſeveral feigned accuſa- 


4 an expedition againſt Ariſtobulus, with 


fifty ; 
him; great numbers, after this overthrow re- 
= volting to Hrcanus, Ariſtobulus was obliged 
to ſhut himſelf up in 1 Aretas, 
WE then muſtering together all his forces, march- 
ed up to the temple, and laid ſiege to Ariſto- 
alas within it, all the citizens being in the 
= intereſts of Hyrcanus, and aſſiſting him in car- 
rying on the fiege. The prieſts were the on- 
e perſons with Ariſtobulus. Aretas finding 
dis, joined the Arabian and Fewiſb camps to- 
= gether, and puſhed on the fiege with more vi- 
gour. Theſe tranſactions happening during the 
eat of the paſſover, the principal Fews re- 
ired out of their country, and withdrew into 


ot. Onias, a certain good and religious 
ran, and favoured of God, (for in a time of 
—_ great dearth, praying to God to put a ſtop 
che immoderate heat, the Almighty was 
eeaſed to hear his prayers, and ſend rain) find- 
n te ſedition likely to continue, hid him- 
ei but being brought into the Fewiſo camp, 
vas demanded, as he had put a ſtop to a 
eat dearth by his prayers, to curſe Ariſto= 
5, and the perſons of his faction. Tho? 
_ ctcted ſuch a roceeding, he was even 
1 73 elled, againſt his will, to humour the mul- 
0 FE 99 er CU% | ING; 


reat power of Ariſtobulus, and appre- 


oſed himſelf, unleſs he took ſome effectual 


„„ 8 


5 | How Aretas and Hyrcanus led an Army againſt Ariſtobulus, and laid Siege to Hieroſo- 
1 lyma: How Scaurus the Roman broke up the Siege. Of rhe Death of Onias. 
RETAS, upon theſe promiſes, made 


thouſand horſe and foot, and defeated 


325 
tions againſt Ariſtobulus, as watching every op- 
portunity to take away his life; and in his 
earneſt ſolicitations to provide for his ſafety, 
he adviſed him to withdraw to Aretas the Ara- 
bian king; for he aſſured him, if he would fol- 
low his counſels, to eſpouſe his intereſts.  Hyr- 
canis having liſtened to what he ſaid, anſwer- 


ed, that there was a oy to withdraw to 
e 


Aretas, Now Arabia borders upon Fudea. 
In the concluſion, Hyrcanus ſent Antipater be- 
fore him to the Arabian king, to receive his 
word, not to give him up to his enemies, pro- 
vided he came to implore his aſſiſtance. Au- 
tipater having gained the king's promiſe re- 
turned back to Hiero/olyma to Hyrcanus. Not 
many days paſt before he took and carried him 
away with him in the night time, and after a 
long journey, conveyed him to Petra, where 
Aretas kept his palace, He then entreated 
the king, as he was one of his principal friends, 
to return with Hyrcanus into Fadea. He con- 
tinued his ſollicitations on this head ſeveral 
days without giving over, till Aretas, won by 
the preſents he made him, gaye his conſent. 
Notwithſtanding, Hyrcanus had not ſucceeded 
in his deſigns, if he had not promiſed Aretas, 
upon his being reſtored to the kingdom, to give 
back to him the lands and cities, which his fa- 
ther Alexander had taken from the Arabians. 
The names of theſe cities were Medaba, Na- 
ballo, Livias, Tharabaſa, Agalla, Athone, Zo- 
47 Orome, Mariſſa, Rydda, Lyſſa, and Qs 
ry A. >: VS 


* — 


titude: Upon which, ſtanding up in the midſt 
of them, he ſaid thus, Oh God, king of the uni. 
verſe, fince theſe men who ſtand with me, are 
thy people, and theſe they beſiege, are thy prieſts, 
vouchſafe neither to regard the wiſhes of the be 
iegers againſt the beſieged, nor to 72 to the 
important deſires of theſe latter againſt the for- 
meg After he had made an end of this pray- 
er dhe inhuman Fews who ſtood round him, took 
and ſtoned him to death. 
But God ſoon after ſeverely puniſhed them 
for this cruelty; the revenge he took upon 
them for this murther of Ouias was brought a- 
bout after the following manner. 222 the 
ſiege was carrying on againſt the prieſts and A- 
riftobulus, the feaſt of the paſſover happened to 
Fall out But the beſieged wanting victims, asks 
ed their countrymen, the beſiegers, to ſupply them 
with ſacrifices ; for which, they told them, they 
would pay ſuch a ſum of money as they defired. 
Accordingly they demanded a thonſand drachms 
for every vittim they were deſirous to have, 
which agreement Ariſtobulus and the prieſts ve- 
ry readily conſented to, and preſently gave them 
down by the wall the ſum LEN But when 
They had received the money, they abſolutely refuſed 
giving themthe ſacrifices ; and ſhewed, at 4 55 


ſuch. an open, mark of their diſponeſt deſigns, 
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1 that they. broke the promiſe they had made, and 
n (9 4 e | [A 


| ſinned 
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fined againſt God, in not providing thoſe things 
for the ſacrifices," for which their was an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. The prieſts finding themſelves 
thus deceived, begged the Almighty to re- 
venge their cauſe, and puniſh their perfidious 


countrymen; accordingly, God did not long 


defer the puniſhment he deſigned them; for 
a vaſt and violent wind which he ſent down, 
he deſtroyed all the fruits any where grown 
in-the country, ſo that at. this time a buſhe 
of barley was fold for eleven drachms. 
During theſe tranſactions Pompey ſends 
Scaurus into Syria, while he himfelf remain- 
ed in Armenia, where he was carrying on the 
war againſt Zigranes. Scaurus coming to Da- 
maſcus, met Lollius and Metellis, who had juſt 
before taken the city; with theſe he marched 
into, Fudea, where he was no ſooner arrived, 
than Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus ſent him their 
ſeveral ambaſſadors. to implore his aſſiſtance: 
Ariſiobulus making him an offer of a preſent 


of tour hundred talents, and Hyrcanus ſhew- 
ing himſelf not in the leaſt behind him as to 


his ſum of money; he was induced, at length 


to accept of the promiſe Ariſtobulus made him, 


CHAP, II. 


How Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus went to Pompey, and mutually inſiſted on their Right: 
to the Kingdom. How Ariſtobulus withdrawing in the Caſtle Alexandrius, Pompey 
led his Army againſi him, and ordered him to ſurrender up the ſeveral fortified Place 


to him. 


P OMPEYT had not been long at Damaſ- 
cus, or in Syria, before ambaſſadors from 
all parts of Syria, Agypt, and Judea came to 
him: Ariſtobuluus ſent him a preſent of great 


value, which was a golden vine weighing five 


hundred talents. Strabo, the 5 takes 
notice of this preſent in the following words; 
From Egypt there came an embaſſy, with a 
crown weighing four thouſand gold talents, and 
from Judea, a vine or a garden; which piece 0 


Of this preſent we, ourſelves have heen ſpectators 
in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus at Rome: 
The inſcription was, Alexander king of the Feus. 
Tt was valued at five hundred talents: And it 
is ſaid Ariſtobulus the Dynaſt /ext it. 

Not long after this, Antipater, in behalf of 
Hyrcanus, and Nuyhodemus, for Ariſtobulus, 
came in quality of ambaſſadors to him: They 
preſented Pompey with an accuſation againſt 
Galinius, and Scaurus ; the one for receiving 


five hundred, and the other three hundred ta- 


lents; and which was the worſt, fomenting a 
violent enmity between their two maſters. 
Ptolomy ordered the ambaſſadors, who managed 
this affair, to come to him again in the begin- 
ning of the ſpring, and drawing bis army out 
of their winter quarters, he marched into the 
country about Damaſcus; but in his way de- 
moliſhed the caſtle of Apamia, which had 
been fortified by Antiochus Cyzicenus; and 
did not forget the kingdom of Ptolomy Men- 
uus, who had behaved himſelf no better than 
Dyonifzus of Tripalis, his relation, had done; 
Prolomy, however, was obliged, to attone for 


gainſt Aretas and Hyrcanus; whom he en 


Anti pater. 


| F tenſions were not eaſily to be reconciled; 
workmanſhip was called regroxz, or the delight. 


not accuftomed to be obedient to a regal po 


whom he looked upon as the more wealthy man 
more magnificent, and whoſe cauſe ſeemed 5 
him the juſter: Beſides, he took Hyrcany; * 


be poor and neceſſitous, and had an inſtance 


the impoſſibility of his ever performing his en. 


agements, When he made him a la 
5 x2] Moreover, he found it 8 
no little difficulty ro win a city of. f 
great ſtrength, and drive out of it choc * 
had withdrawn thither for refuge, eſpeciall 
with a raw and undiſciplined company of We 
bateans. 'Theſe ſeveral reaſons preſentins 
themſelves to him, made him conclude an en 
gagement with Ariſtobulus After which, hay. 
ing received the ſum agreed upon, he broke 
up the ſiege, commanding Aretas either t, 
draw off his troops, or, on refuſal, to declare 
himſelf an enemy to the Romans. Scaury; 
having concluded matters thus, went back hw 
Damaſtus, while Ariſtobulus led an army 2. 
ed at a place called Fapyron, and entirely de. 
feared, killing of the enemy about ſeyen thou- 
fand, among whom fell Phalion the brother d 


his diſloyalty, to pay a ſum of a thouſand ta- 
lents to Pompey, with which he paid his army: 
Moreover, he took the garriſon of Ly/as, com- 
manded by Silas the Few. Having taken hi 
rout through the cities of Heliopolis and Ci 
cis, and marched over the mountain bounding 
Cælo- Syria, he went from Pella to Damaſcus, 
where he gave audience to the Jews and thei 
leaders, Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, whole pte. 


their differences was very great, and the nit- 
on in general ſeemed to favour neither: Ft 
they remonſtrated to Pompey, how they wet 


vernment; that the inſtitutions of their coul- 
— enjoined them to be ſabje&s to the prich 
of the God they worſhiped; and that thee 
two brothers being deſcended: from the {acti 
dotal race, had endeavoured to bring a ehm 
into the government, with no other view ti 
to make them ſlaves. Hyrcanus, in anſyef 
to this charge, complained, that Ariſtobui 
had unjuſtly ſupplanted him in his juſt fe- 
tenſions, when he was his elder brother, and 15 
ſeniority pleaded ſo ſtrongly in his behalf; eh 
he had but a ſmall parcel of ground to 5 
upon, Ariftobulns having forcibly taken 10 
reſt from him; and that he was the ſole pet 
puilty of the ſeveral incurſions made iuto 2 
rdering countries, and of the piracies © 

mitted at ſea; and that the Jeu wy 

not to be charged with any rebellion, un 1 
ſuch times when he ſhewed himſelf ty 
and abſolute. Above a thouſand of p 1 
cipal Fews, who had been ſubborned þ 


F 77 
= BF 


Book XIV. of the Antiquities of the Jews: D 


ti in this affgir, atteſted the truth of theſe 
menos U ifobulus, in his. defence, 
urged the neceſſity he was under of depriv- 
ing him of the kingdom, on account of his 
natural inactivity and indolence, which made 
him the dupe of every one: That he had 
taken the government into his hands, he added, 
through an apprehenſion, which ſeemed well 
grounded, of the kingdom's being transferred 
to another, and that he had taken upon him 
ſelf no other name, then what his father A/zx- 
ander had uſed before him. Of theſe aſſertions 


bold-addreſs, who had adorned themſelves with 
purple, combed their hair in a very, gay man- 
ner, and dreſſed themſelves with an affected 
ſhew of gentility, not ſo much. to urge the 
cauſe of Ariſtobulus, as to diſcover the xidi- 
culous grandeur and pomp of their gaudy trap- 
pings. 
Pompey, | 
both parties, condemned Ariſtobulus of tyran- 
ny; after which he diſmiſſed the audience in 
a very obliging manner, telling them at their 
departure, he would come into their country, 
and endeavour to ſettle every thing to their 
mutual ſatisfactions; after he had firſt taken 
= ome care of the affairs of the Vabateans: And 
in the mean while, he adviſed them to preſerve 
peace among themſelves, ſtill honouring Ari/to- 
= 1/15, for fear he ſhould make the kingdom 
revolt, and hinder him from coming over 
co their aſſiſtance. Ariſtobulus, however, lit- 
tile minded what had been done, for forgetting 
every thing Pompey had given in charge, he 
vichdrew to the city Delius, and from thence 
vent into de. 
This behaviour of Ariſtobulus enraged Pom- 
ro, who taking the army he had deſigned a- 
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DOME having encamped at Fericho, (at 
—_— wich place palm trees grow in abundance, 
nd the beit balſam in the world is found, 
ich by cutting the fruit with the ſharp edge 
Cs fa ſtone, ſtreams out in the nature of Juice, ) 
bs next morning marched to Hieroſolyma. A- 
-// 5, territied at his approach, changed 
ss reſolution, and went to him, promiſing him 
large ſum of money, and to admit him in the 
provided he would lay aſide his deſigns of 
Ping war againſt him, aſſuring him likewiſe 
—_ 2: ion any thing he inſiſted upon, on con- 
on he would grant him peace. Pompey hav- 
allowed his petition, ſent Gabinius and his 
und receive the money, and take poſſeſſion 
the city: But none of theſe agreements 
performed. Gabinius finding the gates 
_ againſt him, was obliged to return without 
F<. the money agreed upon, for the 
MY Idiers of Ariftobulus abſolutely rejected the 
1 pnditions. Pompey enraged at this proceeding, 
2 Ig ordered Ariftobulus into cuſtody, 
P to the city, which was in every 
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he produced as witneſſes ſeyeral young men, of 


two brothers, concern! 


having heard the remonſtrances of 
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gainſt the Nabateans, and the ſoldiers out of 


Damaſcus, and the other parts of Syria, and 


the Roman legions he had with him, march- 
ed out to meet Ariſtobulus. Having paſſed by 


Pella and Scythopolis, he came to Corſæa, a city 
on the very frontiers of Fudea, as you tra- 
vel through the inland country. Near this 


place was a mountain, upon which ſtood the 
caſtle of Alexandrins, into which Ariſtobulus 
had withdrawn. Pompey ſent word to him here; 


ordering him to come to him. Several perſons. 


adviſing him not to hazard a battle with the 
Romans, he, atlength, yielded and came down 
to him, Diſputes were again revived by the 
ng their different preten- 


ſions to the kingdom. But Ariſtobulus again, 


by permiſſion of Pompey, went up into the caſtle, 
which he did the ſecond and third time, fſut- 


fering himſelf to be flattered with hopes of ob- 


taining the kingdom, and pretending obedience 
to every thing Pompey commanded : But in 


fact he withdrew into the caſtle, fearing he 
ſhould loſe ir, and put himſelf in a poſture to 
defend himſelf, apprehending he would tranſ- 
fer the kingdom to -Hyrcanus, But Fompey 
taking upon him to command him to ſurren- 
der up his ſeveral caſtles, and — with his 
own hand to the ſeveral governors of the gar- 
riſons to that end, which, if not complied with, 
he would effectually hinder any one from with- 
drawing to them, he was obliged at laſt, though 
with great reluctance, to obey the ſummons, 
After this he retired ro Hiero/olyma, where he 
made neceſſary preparations to defend himſelf. 
Shortly after this, Pompey, as he was marching 
his army, againſt him, received news in the road, 


from ſome perſons who came from Pontus, thac 


Mithridates was dead, having been ſlain by his 
{on Pharnaces, goo | 


CHAP; IV. 1 * 


OF Pompey's beſging and taking Hieroſolyma, upon the Citizens ſbutting their Gates 
1 upon him. Of his other Actions in Judea. N 4 


place exceedingly well fortified, except on 
the north- ſide, where it was not ſo ſtrongly 
detended. A broadand deep ditch ſurrounded 
it, which comprehended the temple, and a ſtone 
wall of great ſtrength encloſed all the town. 
The citizens within were grievouſly tor- 
mented with a ſedition amongſt themſelves, en- 
tertaining ſeparate opinions about what was to 
be done in this their emergency. Some were 
for ſurrendering up the eity to Pompey as the 
ſafeſt method; others, on the. contrary, 
who, were in the intereſts of Ari/tobulus, adviſed 


keeping the gates ſhut againſt him, and pre- 


paring for battle, becauſe Pompey had put A. 
riſtobulus in chains. Thoſe of this latter opi- 
nion ſeized upon the temple, and broke down 
the bridge leading thence into the city, re- 
ſolving to hold out the fiege : But the former 
letting in Pompey's army ſurrendered to them 
the city and palace. Pompey, however, ſent 
Piſo his general with an army to ſecure the 
city and palace, with a good garriſon,” and 


fortify the houſes, and other places adjoining | 
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to the temple. The perſons within at firſt He was ſeconded by Furius the Centurion, with 
made offers to conclude a peace, but their his body of men, and then came Fabin- the 
refuſing to accept the conditions made them Centurion with his forces. Every place vag 
obliged . Piſo to throw up a wall quite round full of bloodſhed. The Jews fell in heaps, 
the places, Hyrcanus, all the time, induſtriouſiy numbers of them being ſlain by the Roms? 
| giving his aſſiſtance. Beſides, Ptolomy encamp- and numbers by the hands of their own coun. 
3 end without, on the north- ſide of the temple, trymen; ſome caſt themſelves headlong down 
where it was the eaſieſt to be attacked. Se- from ſteep places, and others ſetting fire to 
+ veral large towers were erected here, and a their houſes, burnt themſelves in the flamez 
very deep ditch encloſed it. The fteep part chuſing rather to die ſo, than undergo the 
which faced the city, and the bridge between, calamities that might happen. About tay 
were over againſt the place where Pompey lay. thouſand Fews ſuffered death at this time 
The Romans, continuing daily to hew down and but very few of the Romans. Adſalm. 
the trees round about their camp, were in uncle of Ariftobulus, was taken priſoner, Th, 
great forwardneſs with their works; but after ſacredneſs of the temple did not receiye 3 
they had completed their undertaking, they ſmall perjudice now, which before was inac. 
found a prodigious deal of labour in filling up ceſſible, either to feet or eyes. For Pom. 
| theditch, which was exceeding deep, Pompey pey and a great number of his train vent 
having now fixed his engines, which he had into the Acht, or Holy of Folies, and ſurvey. 
brought with him from Zire, reſolved to batter ed thoſe things which no man, excepting the 
the temple with ſtones : But our nation had cer- prieſts, who were the only perſons authorized 
tainly hindered the Romans from bringing their to ſee, had beheld. Though Pompey ſaw the 
works to any perfection, if a ſeven days feſti- gold table, and the ſacred candleſtic, an 
val, at this very time, by our law appointed the libation veſſels, and the great quantity of 
to be kept, had not tied up their hands. Our Aromatics, and two thouſand talents of fol 
law does not order its ſubjects to fir ſtill and money, repoſited in the treaſury, yet, through 
be idle ſpectators, while an enemy commits its a motive of devotion, he forbore laying his 
hoſtilities upon them; but on the contrary per- fingers upon any thing there; by which at 
mits them to repel their attacks, but abſolute- of moderation he ſinglized himſelf accord. 
ly forbids them to do any thing elſe. ing to his reputed great virtue. The next 
The Romans coming to underſtand this, re- day he ordered the temple to be purified, and 
. frained, on thoſe days we call the ſabbaths, libations offered to God as the law preſcrib. 
: from throwing their darts, or making any attacks ed, reſtoring at the ſame time the pref. 
upon the Jes; and only raiſed their ramparts hood to Hyrcanus, (not only on account of 
and towers, and placed their engines, in order ſeveral kindnefles he had received from hin, 
the following day to make uſe of them, From but the vigour he had ſhewed, in hindering | 
hence it is pretty eaſy to conceive thipytraor- the Jewiſß citizens from giving Arifobulus 
dinary affection our nation expreſſed; this oc- any aſſiſtance,) and beheading the authors of 
caſion for the ſeryice of God, and the great re- the war, Pompey handſomely rewarded Fay 
gard they paid to a due obſervance of our laws; us and the reſt, who firſt mounted the wall, 
for the ſiege was ſo far from filling them with and made the city Hieroſolyma tributary to 
any apprehenſions, or cauſing them to deſiſt from the Romans. The ſeveral cities the Fews had 
their holy worſhip, that twice every day, which taken in Czlo-Syria, he put under the g0- 
was in the morning, and at the ninth hour, they vernment of a Roman prætor, and included 
facrificed at the altar. And though at the tak- all the kingdom within its own bounds. He 
ing of the temple, in the third month, on a day rebuilt Gadara, which had been demoliſhed 
of faſting, in the one hundred and ſeventy firft a little time before, ro honour his freed-mat 
Olympiad, Cains Antonius, and M. Tulley - Demetrius Gadarenſis. As to the cities Hl, 
cero being conſuls, the enemy violently entered and Scythopolis, and Pella, and Dias, and K. 
and put to the ſword all within, yet thoſe at- maria and Mariſſa, and Azotus, and Fan, 
tending on the ſacrifices were ſo far from deſiſt- and Arethu/a, he reſtored them to theit mi- 
ing from the action they were about, or fearing tive inhabitants. Theſe inland towns, beſide 
to loſe their lives, or entertaining any thoughts thoſe which had been deſtroyed, and the cu: 
of flying away, at the ſight of the number that zens on the ſea coaſts, as Gaza, and 4 „ 
were ſlain, that they eſteemed it more honou- and Dor, and the tower of Straton, (a. 
rable to undergo any kind of danger, which wards by Herod called Ce/area, and m . n 
they reſolved to ſuſtain at the altar, rather than cently adorned with fine portico's and tewple) BY 
be found guilty of the leaſt tranſgreſſion againſt he ſuffered to remain free, and made them PB 
their laws. And that this account is not fabu- of the province of Syria. . 2 
lous, or calculated with no other deſign, than Hyrcanus and Ari ſtobulus, by the vigotoc e 
to give a commendation of falſe piety, the reſolution they mutually ſhewed to malnta 3 
tranſactions of Pompey, as delivered by Stra- their pretenſions, was the ſole cauſe of the 0 = 
bo, and Nicholaus, and Titus Livy, the Ro- terrible {laughter ; for, beſides the calamus 3 
man hiſtorian, are a ſufficient proof. our nation ſuffered thereby, the foundation ; 
As ſoon as the engines began to play, great- our liberties was undermined, and the 
eſt part of the towers ſhock, and tumbled down, mans became maſters of us and that count 
whereby a large breach was made, through which we had before wreſted out of the c 
which the enemy ruſhed in great fury, Corne= of the Hriaus, to whom we were compelle 
lius Fauſtus, the fon of Sy//a, was the firſt who reſtote it again. This was not all; for 
mounted the wall with his band of ſoldiers ſhorr time the Romans exacted Fr 1 
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Book XIV. of the 4 
4 lents of money, aboliſhing the re- 
2 which had ſucceeded the ſacer- 


dotal government, and placing in its room a 
democratic form of adminiſtration. 


it | far as 
with the government of Cur/o-Syria, as 
the river Euphrates and Apt, he marched 


[ {+11 


fent Aretas an ambaſſador, reminding him of 
their former friendſhip, -and ſoliciting him for 
a ſum of money to refrain from waſting the 
country, which he thought he would ſurely 
comply with for three hundred talents. Scau- 
74s, by propoling this, ended the war to the 
mutual ſatisfaction of both, who were equally 
o d nj on fel gy oo 
- . Shortly after this, Alexander the ſon of A. 
i xg making inroads into Fudea, Gabinius 
the general, came from Rome into Syria, to put 
a ſtop to his progreſs; and he came very op- 
portunely to repreſs Alexander, whoſe ſtrength 


ſtand, having ſeveral times reſolved to rebuild 
the walls of Fhero/olyma, pulled down by 
Pompey But the Romans garriſoned in the 
town hindered him from putting his deſign 


in execution. However, Alexander travelled 


over the country of Fudea, and in a ſhort 
time raiſed an army of Jews, conſiſting of 
ten thouſand foot, and fifteen hundred horſe. 
He alſo fortified Mexandrius (a caſtle near the 
| City Corea) and Mac hæro, in the mountains of 
Arabia. Gabinius went out in purſuit of him, 
Hark Anthony, and the other officers, being 
| ſent before with the Romans they had brought 
with them, and the Ferys. under their obe- 
dience, who were commanded by Pitholaus and 
| Malichus ; they were joined with the forces 
Antipater brought, and with theſe ſuccours 
they went to meet Alexander, Gabinius with 
his heavy armed troops marching after them. 
Alexander had withdrawn within a little way 
of Rome, and when both armies were near one 
another, the battle began, in which the Ro- 

ans flew upwards of two thouſand of the 
ncmy, and took a great number of priſoners. 


, No. 31. 


But of 
things we ſhall ſpeak in their proper 
== 7 5 Pompey had inveſted: Scaurus 


HMyrcanus was in no condition now to  with-- 


- 


© 


with two legions of Romans into Celicia, de- 
ſigning to uſe his utmoſt expedition to get back 
to Rome, and carry Afiſtobulus and his children 
priſoners with him. There were two ſons and 


two daughtets ; one of them named Alexander, 
found means to make his eſcape, but Anti- 


gonus the younger, in company with his ſiſters, 
was carried to Rome. 


Of the League made by Scaurus with Aretas, and the Afions of Gabinius in Judea, 


ſtocracy. 
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government, and became ſaþje& to an ari- 
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CHAP. vl. 3 
How Gabinius ſear Ariſtobulus back ro Rome, from thence he bad made his 


ey . LA x % " FE 
Bock XIV 
| 4 


Eſcape 


and being taken, Of the Victory Gabinius obtained over Alexander and ebe 


tzns, after bis Return out of Egypt. 


A* ISTOBULUS having made his eſcape 
from Rome into Judea, and gwen open 
ſigns of his intentions to refortify. Alexandrius, 
which had been lately demoliſhed, obliged Ga- 
binius to ſend an army agaiuſt him, commanded 
by Hiſenna, Anthony, and Servilius, to whom 
he gave ſtrict orders, to hinder, by all poſſible 
means, his ſeizing upon the place, and to 
watch every opportunity to take him. Great 
numbers of Jews flocked to A- iſtobulus, pleaſed 
with the ſentiments they entertained of his 
former grandeur, and the deſire he ſhewed to 
work ſome revolution. One P:tholaus went 
from Hieroſblyma at the head of a thouſand 


men, and joined him, but the major part of. 


his followers were raw and unexperienced 
ſoldiers. Arifobulus making a reſolution to 
withdraw to Machero, diſcharged this number 
of undiſciplined men, (apprehending they 
would be ſa many impediments to his martial 
deſigns) and referving thoſe who had arms, 


who were about eight thouſand in number, he 
| | 4 2 ; . TP 
began his march. But the Romans meeting 


them on the road, began a vigorous engage- 
ment, in which the Fews received a remark- 
able defeat, a great number over- powered by 
the Roman ftrength, being compelled to fly. 
Five thouſand were killed on the ſpot, and 
the reſt diſperſing themſelves, endeavoured, 
as well as they were able, to fecure them- 
felyes by flight. © Arifobulus got off with a 
thouſand men or more, and ſhur himſelf up in 
Mac hæro, which he prepared to fortify, and 
in ſpite of his ill- fortune, ſtill entertained 
chearful hopes. But having helg out the ſiege 
two days, and received ſeveral wounds, he 
was taken with his fon Antigonus, who had 
eſcaped with him from Rome, and brought be- 
fore Gabinius Thus, in conſequence of his 


ill fortune, he was ſent again to Rome, and 


there put in chains, after he had been a king, 
and a high prieſt three years and ſix months, 
being a prince of great addreſs and courage. 
The ſenate, however, ſet his children at liber- 
ty, upon Gabinins ſending them a letter, 
wherein he ſaid he had promiſed that favour 
to their mother upon her ſurrendering to him 
the caftles in her poſſeſſion. By this means 
his children returned back into Jades. 
- Gabinins, Ta the mean while, having fixed 
upon an expedition againſt the Parthians, croſ- 
ſed his army over the Euphrates, but ſuddenly 
changing his reſolution, he marched back into 


mentioned by other hiſtorians, 
his expedition againſt Archelaus, received 


4 
5 U 
Na . 
* — 
4 #* 7 N - 
x =. +; 
. 


d * 


Egypt, having a deſign of reſtorin Þ; 
to his kingdom. Now theſe cranſations 1. 


* 


Antipater a conſiderable ſupply of corn, arms 


and money. Moreover, he procured the ſane 


kindneſs for him, from the Fews garriſoned 
above Peluſium, in the ſeveral paſſes leadin 
into Agypt. Theſe alſo offered him their if 


liance. In his return out of Agypt, he found 
Hria overwhemed in a very hot ſedition, for 


Alexander, the fon of Ariſtobulus, having fol. 
cibly wreſted the ernment again into his 
hands, compelled ſeveral Jes to revolt, and 
with a powerful body of forces, making inroads 
into the heart of the country, he put to death 


every Roman he met with. But thoſe who 
had the fortune to eſcape, withdrew to mount 


Garizim, where he laid cloſe ſiege to them. 
Gabinins finding the affairs of Syria in this 
melancholy ſituation, ſent Antipater, a very 


, prudent and skilful commander, before him to 


the rebels, to try if he could bring them to 4 
ſenſe of their diſobedience, and reſtore then 


to their duty. According to the direRtions 


given him, he marched among them, a great 
number whereof he reſtrained by his good ad- 
vice, and thoſe, who negleCted his counſel, he 
reduced by force ; but all his endeayours were 
ineffectual to put a ſtop to the progrel 
of Alexander. This prince being at the head 
of thirty thouſand men, went out to met 
Gabinius, whom he engaged, but was defeated, | 


loſing ten thouſand of his men at the mountain 
Itabyrius. „„ 


After this, Gabinius having put, according 
to Antipater's deſire, the affairs of Hieroſch. 
ma in a promiſing condition, marched again 
the Nabatæans, whom he overthrew. M- 
thridates and Arſanes, two fugitive Parthians, 
who had withdrawn to him for. refuge, up 
a report being ſpread, that they had eſcaped 
from him, he kept nearer his perſon, Audi 


length, having performed a number. of 


mous and great actions, he returned to Kut 


ſurrendering firſt the government of his pt 


vince to Craſſus, Of theſe expeditions 9 
Pompey and Gabinius againſt the Jeu, * 
cholaus of Damaſtus, and Strabo the Cap 
docian, make ample mention, both thelr 
counts agreeing in the ſeveral facts as eat 


poſſible, 
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CHA 


P. ; vn. 


5 March into Judea, and rifling the Temple. Of his Battle with the 
in noel he Jp bis Army ry his own Life. Of” bit obtaining Syria, 
and driving out the Parthians, and his going back into Judea, . 


C RASSU H, deligning an expedition a- 
8 


ainſt the ae e came ab Yue» 

here taking away out of the temple the mo- 
_ 5 had left untouched, (being 
two thouſand talents) he, at laſt, took upon 
himſelf ro ſtrip the temple of all the gold in 


it, amounting 
not contented 


to eight thouſand talents, But 
with this rich ſpoil, he took a 


beam of maſſy gold, weighing three hundred 
miuas, each mina containing with us two pounds 


and an half. 


Eleazar the prieſt, who was the 


treaſurer of the ſacred money, gave Craſſus 


this beam. This action was not the reſult. of 


any baſe deſign, Eleazar being too good and 


honeſt a man to be guilty of any diſhonour- 


able thing. He had the cuſtody of the veils 
of the temple, and all the other curious and 


coftly furniture, which were hung upon this 


beam. Craſſus accidentally eſpied him buſied 


in eg t 
loling all the 


he gold, This made Eleazar fear 
furniture of the temple ; upon 


which ground, to ſave the reſt, he gave him 
the golden beam, firſt extorting an oath from 


him not to ſeize upon any thing elſe in the 


remple, but 


remain ſatisfied with what he 


had given him, 9, of the value of ſeveral 
I h 


thouſand pounds, 


is beam was tepoſited in 


an hollow wooden caſe, which kept the reſt 
out of ſight ; but Eleagar was the only perſon 
privy to this ſecret, However, Craſſus ſeized 
upon this too, though bound by oath not to 
meddle with any thing in the temple beſide, 


and took all the gold he could find. 


Let no man, from the account I have given 
of this matter, take occaſion to wonder, that 
ſuch a prodigious quantity of riches ſhould 
de lodged in our temple, when he is inform- 
| ed, that all the Jets, as well Europeans as 


Aſiatics, who 


worſhipped our God, had for 


= ſeveral ages backwards, ſent their ſeveral do- 


nations thither. Nor is thig account of this 
| vaſt wealth, without witnefles to confirm what 


| we have here 


aſſerted ; neither have we, out 


of a vain oſtentation, or to enlarge our ſubject 
with empty words, been induced to write a 
| falſhood: For ſeveral hiſtorians ſuffic iently 
teſtify the truth of what we have related, but 
especially Srabo the Cappadocian, in theſe 


vords: Certain perſons, by order of Mithri- 
W © dates, were 


bbence the money which Cleopatra the queen 


ſent into Cos, to bring awa 


had repoſited there, as alſo eight hundred 
{© talents ot the Fews.* Now we have no pub- 


lic money but 


what is dedicated to God. And 


from hence ir is plain, thar the Jews inhabitin 
| Ala, imagined Mithridates had trans ferred 
| this money into Cos ; for it ſeems very impro- 


| bable, that the 


a city and tem 
well fortified 


money to Cog, 


Jews living in Judea, who had 
ple in their own country, ſo ve 
and guarded, ſhould fend their 


Nor is it eabily to be believed, 


that the Fews at Alexandria ſhould do thus; 
for they had no occaſion to be any ways doubt- 
ful of Mirhridates. Beſides rabo, in another 


place, makes for us in this affair, where he ſpeaks 


of Sy//a's paſſing over into Creece, to give M. 
thridates battle, and ſending Lucullus into G- 
rene, to put a ſtop to a ſedition of our nation, 
at that time very populous over all the world. 
His words are theſe, In the city rene, were 
* four claſſes or degrees of men, namely, citizens, 
* husbandmen, foreigners, and Fews. Theſe laſt 
© had puſh'd themſelves almoſt into every city, 
and it's no eaſy matter to find any place over the 


c whole world, wherein this nation hath not pro- 


© cured habitations, and fixed itſelf : For both 
«© Apypt and Cyrene, which are ſubject to the 
* ſame government, and ſeveral ether countries, 
c give particular liberties to. the Jeus, great 
* numbers of whom they entertain, and not only 


practice their cuſtoms and laws, but entich 


© them with their own wealth; for it cannot be 
denied but that great multitudes of Fews live 
cin AZ7gypt, the major part of the city Alexandria 
© being ſet a part for them; beſides, they have 
© a particular governor of their own, who is in- 
c veſted with the adminiſtration of their affairs, 
« determines all their judicial proceedings, 
© makes decrees and edits, and in every reſpect 
© acts as the chief of a perfect and modelled re- 
public. The Jews, in reſpect of their deri- 
© ving their original from the Ægyptians, and 
© their departing out of their country, and con- 
© tinning their near neighbours, have great power 
* and authority in At. As for rene, the 


© nearelt place bordering upon Agypt, it is in 


* like manner as Fudea, ora place filled with 


© Jews, or rather it was a part of the old 


* Mygyptian kingdom.“ Thus far Srrabo. | 
— Craſſus having ated in every thing juſt as 
he thought fit, marched into the country of 
the Parthians, where he was routed with the 


loſs of his whole army, and his own life, as 


ſhall be treated of in another place. Craſſus 


withdrew into Syria, out of which he drove 


the Parthians, who harraſſed the country by 
often making incurſions into it, being encou- 
raged by the victory they had obtained over 
him. After he had the ſecond time viſited 
Tyre, he marched up into Fudea, and making 


y an attack upon Trachee, he took it at the firtt 
aſſault, raking above thirty thouſand of the 


enemy priſoners, Craſſus then by advice of 
Antipater put to death Pitholaus the ſucceſſor, 
and fomenter of the ſedition raiſed under A. 
riſtobuluus. Antipater, at this time, had great 
authority under Craſſzs ; and not only ſo, but 
the Idumæans, (from whom he had taken a wiie, 
named Cypron, deſcended from a noble Ara. 
bian family, by whom he had four ſors, Pha- 
ſael, Hercd, who afterwards came to be king, 
Foſeph, and Pherora, and a davghter named 


Salome, 


332 
Salome,) very much eſteemed him. Beſides, 
he had procured the alliance and friendſhip of 
ſeveral other princes, -and eſpecially, of. the 
Arabian king, with whom he had placed his 
children during his campaign with Ariftovults, | 
Craſſus about this time, decamped and march'd 
directly to the Euphrates. deſigning to put a 
ſtop to the ravages of the enemy thereabouts, 
as is mentioned by other hiſtorians, - pa 
Some time after this Cæſar, having ſeized 
upon Rome, after Pompey and the ſenate had 
withdrawn beyond the Tonian ſea, diſcharged 
Ariſtobulus out of his confinement, deſigning 
to ſend him into Hie. Accordingly, he put 
him at the head of two legions, as thinking him 
a fit perſon to put an end to the troubles in 
that country. But Ariſtobulus was entirely de- 
ceived in the hopes he had receiv'd from Cæſar, 
for, before he could put his deſign in execution, 
Pompey's men took him out of the way by pol- 
ſon, and the Cæſareaus buried him, his body 


C H A 
The Jews aſſiſt Cæſar during his Campaigns in Egypt. 


tipater; and the Friendſhip between him and Czar, 


the Jews by the Romans and Athenians, 


62 SAR, after the death of Pompey, and 
the victory he had obtained over him, 
received conſiderable helps from Antipater, the 
governor of the Jews Though nothing was 
done without the orders of Hyrcanus. As 
Ceſar was marching to the relief of Mithri- 
dates Pergamenus with a body of auxiliaries, 
with which he was not able to paſs through 
Peluſium, but forced to ſtop at A/calon, Anti- 
pater came up with him, at the head of three 
thouſand Fewiſh foot ſoldiers, and brought 
over the Arabian princes to eſpouſe his caule ; 
the Syrians alſo, to oblige him, lent Cæſar 
their aſliftance. Among the number that came 
to give him ſuccour, were Famblichus the Dy- 
naſt, and Ptolomy his ſon, and Tholomy, ſon of 
Svem, princes of mount Labinus. Mithridates 
decamping, marched out of Syria, and came to 
Pelilſſum, the inhabitants whereof refuſing him 
admittance he laid ſiege to them. On this 
occalion Antipater behaved himſelf in a very 
brave manner, for he was the firſt, who pul- 
ling down part of the wall, made a breach, 
through which the army paſſed, and took the 
town. Mithridates and Antipater going to Ce- 
ſar, were repulſed by the Ægyptian Fews, in- 
habiting the country called Onias. Antipater 
endeavoured to perſuade them to the ſame 
ſentiments entertained by their countrymen, 
and for this purpoſe he ſhew'd a letter wrote 
by Hyrcanus the high-prieſt, wherein he ad- 
viſed them to procure Cæſar's friendſhip, and 
gratify his army with preſents, and all man- 
ner of neceſſaries. The eus, finding Anti- 
pater and Hyrcanus in the ſame opinion, were 
at length induced to obey Mithridates. The 
citizens of Memphis hearing of Mithridates*s 
arrival at their city, admitted him within, and 
alter a ſhort ſtay, they joined his army. 
Alter he had marched round Della, he at- 
tacked the enemy at the place called the Jeto- 


FrAVvIUS Jos EHRU SC 


was covered with honey, and remained ſo. 
3 


tioch. Ptolomy, fon of Mennæus, 
of Chalcis under mount Libanus, 


till Anthony ſent it into Fadea, where 
interred in the ſepulchre of the kings. 

in obedience to a letter he received from 
pey, wherein he ordered him to put the fon f 
Ariſtobulus to death, having brought an accu 
ſation of ſeveral enormous crimes againſt the 
young prince, which, as he alledged, he hag 
committed to the prejudice of the Ron 

took off his head, which was performed at 155 


the governor 


e rap we, received his 
brothers into his protection. He ſent, beſides, 


his ſon Philippion to Ariſtobulus's queen then 
at Aſcalon, deſiring her to ſend with him ba 
ſon Antigonus and two daughters, one ' 
whom named Alexandra, Fhilippion fallin 
deeply in love with, he married her, yr 
Ptolomy his father, ſome time after put him to 
death, and took Alexandra to himſelf, ſheyi: 
a particular reſpect for her brothers. 5 


it Was 
Heipio, 
Pom. 
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The famous Acl ions of A1. 
The Honours beſtowed upon 


iſh Teats, Mithridates commanded the right, 
and Antipater the left wing. The ſignal of 
battle being given, Mithridates's wing immedi- 
ately gave ground, and had unavoidably been 
cut to pieces, if Autipater with the wing be RN 
commanded, had not made all imaginable hate 
to the banks of the river, and freed him from 
the hands of the victorious AÆgyptians, whom 
he now defeated and put. to flight. In the 
purſuit he took their camp, and called back 
Mithridates, who, by the repulſe he had fe- 
ceiv'd, had got off at a pretty diſtance. Miri. 
dates loſt eight hundred, but Antipater only fit 
ty of his men: Mithridates wrote a letter with 
his own hand to Cz/ar, wherein he acknowledg- 
ed that the victory he had obtained, and the 
preſervation of his life, were owing to the gal 
lant behaviour of Antipater. Cæſar, receiying 
this account, openly commended his actions, 
and during the campaign made uſe of his ba- 
very in the greateſt dangers, till he had tht 
ill fortune to be wounded. | 
Ceſar having finiſhed the campaign, falls 
into Syria, where he heaped great. honout 
upon Antipater, making him a free denien a 
Rome, and granting him as ſuch, all the l. 
berties of that famous city; he alſo cont: 
ed the prieſthood to Hyrcanus. Several hilt 
rians ſay, Antipater was an ally in this exe 
dition, and came on that account into A. 
and to corroborate this aſſertion, Srralo tit 
Cappadocian, from the authority of Ajit 
ſpeaks thus in the following words:“ Alte 
« Mithridates, in conjunction with Ercan, 
© the high-prieſt of the Fews, had invade 
© Aieypt.” The ſame hiſtorian from en 
thority of Hyp/icrates, ſpeaks in another plc 
thus: Mithridates took his march by * 
© ſelf, but ſent for Antipater, who on 0 
© him to Aſcalon, at the head of three the 
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© ſand ſoldiers, and influenced we” 
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« yri (ollow his example, beſides Hyr- 
« 2 * high-prieſt was concerned in this 
tion.“ Thus far Hrabo. 

expedition. { 8 
About this time came Autigonſis, the 71 88 
Ariftobulus, to Ceſar, to whom he complain 
of his father's misfortune, of his being poi- 
foned, and of Sc/pio's beheading his brother, 
and begged him to pity his own unjuſt . 
in being deprived of his father's kingdom, an 
mY accuſed Antipater and Hyrcanus of governing 
 tryrannically, and of uſing him in a very unjuſt 
manner. Antipater, who was preſent at this 
charge, returned a ſuitable anſwer to the arti- 
cles alledged againſt him, and proved mani- 
feſtly that Antigonus's delign was to raiſe a ſe- 
dition, and attempt a revolution of affairs. He 
enlarged much upon the labours he had ſuſtain- 
ed to ſerve him, and the great aſſiſtance he had 
been to him in his military affairs, of which he 
gave him a ſhort account, and of which, he ſaid, 
he had been an eye witneſs. 0 

As to Ariftobulus, he added, that he had, 
with great juſtice, been remanded back to 
Rome, as maniieſting himſelf a declar'd ene- 
my of the Romans, and never eaſy but when he 
was committing hoſtilities againſt them. That 
Scipio, having taken his brother in a robbery, 
did no more than puniſh him as his crime de- 
ſerved, and therefore a charge of violence or 
injuſtice could rot be laid to that Roman for 
beheading him. 

Autipater having made an end of his de- 
fence, Cæſar not only pronounced the prieſt- 
hood as the ſole right of Hyrcanus, but alſo 
gave Antipater liberty to chooſe as much au- 
thority as he was willing to be inveſted with ; 
and at laſt made him procurator of all F1dea, 
Hyrcants, upon his deſiring to rebuild the walls 
of Hieroſolyma, which had remained in ruins 
from the time of Pompey's pulling them down, 
had his requeſt granted him. Cz/ar, to do 
them the greater favour, ſent a letter to the 
SS conſuls at Rome, to order this affair to be re- 
corded in the capitol. Upon this a Senatus 
_ C:/tum, or decree of ſenate, was made in 
= Ts manner: 5 
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acius Valerius, So of Lucius, Prætor, had 
97s Conference with the Senate, on the Ides 
of December, in the Temple of Concord. 


A writing the decree were preſent Lu- 
' A £45 Coponnis, ſon of Lucius, of the 
tribe Collina, and Papirius of the tribe Oni- 
rina. The contents of the ſaid decree were 
managed by Alexander, ſon of Faſon, Neu- 
menius, ſon of Antiochus, and Alexander, ſon 
of Dorotheus, ambaſſadors ſent from the Fews, 
; three good men and allies. Their negotiation 

was about renewing the antient friendſhip and 
alliance between the Romans and their na- 
don, in teſtimony of which they brought a 
golden ſhield out of the number of five thou- 
land of the ſame metal, They petitioned 
or credential letters to be given them, in or- 
er to thew them to the free cities and the 
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© kings, that, without any injury being offer'd 
© to their perſons, they might ſecurely travel 
© through their ſeveral countries and harbours, 
Upon which ground the ſenate was pleaſed 
© to confirm their petition to us, in token of 
© which they accepted the golden {hield,? 


This ratification was made in (a) Panemrs, 
the ninth year of the prieſthood of Hyrca- 
nus. Moreover Hyrcanus met with a very 
honourable return from the Athenians, for 
the favours he had conferred upon them, and 
they ſent a decree made by them to this 
effect: 


Prytanes and the Prieſt Dionyſius. On the /:jit, 
Day of the Month Aſclepiades, Panemus e- 
ing then paſts was delivered this Decree to 
the Generals of the Jews, Agothocles veing 
then Archon. 


© TPNCLES Alimiſius, ſon of Menander, was 
C ſcribe, and the council of the elders was 
© held in the theatre upon the eleventh: day of 
* Prytanes in the month Mungehion. Doro- 
theus, the high-prieſt, and the reſt of the el- 
ders, his colleagues, ſent to have the votes of 
the people. Dionjſius, fon of Dionyſius, pro- 
pronounced this decree: Whereas Hyrcanus, 
ſon of Alexander, high prieſt and Ethuarc of 
the Fews, doth not only in a publick but a 
private manner, from time to time, heap his 
tayours and kindneſſes on every one of the 
Athenians, who either in quality of ambaſ- 
ſadors, or on any other private affairs, go 
to him, always demonſtrating his extreme 
inclination to ſerve them, and to take care, in 
their return homeward, that they receive no 
Interruption or injury, of which we have had 
a ſufficient reſtimony before now ; we upon 
this ground, and upon the report which Theo- 
doſius, the ſon of Theodorus Sunienſus, has 
made to the Athenians, of Hyrcanus's great 
virtue, and his readineſs to oblige them on 
all occaſions, have thought fit to preſent him 
with a golden crown, and to ere&, to his 
honour, a brazen ſtatue in the temple of 
Demis and the Graces, and to make known 
our gift to the crown, we will order it to 
be proclaimed in the theatre, at the Diony- 
« /ia, when the new tragedies are to be a&- 
8 ed, at the Panathemeæ, at the Elenſinia, and 
in the Gmnia. And further to ſignify our 

good intentions, we will take care, provided 
Hyrcanus inviolably performs the agreements 
made between us and him, and keeps up the 
alliance now made, to ſhew reciprocal favours 
on our fide, to his ambaſſadors for the honour. 
able treatment he has ſhewed to the A. he- 
1ans, whereby he ſhall perceive they are not 
inſenſible of favours received, or ſlow in ma- 
king an honourable return where merit claims 
the reward. Beſides, ue will appoint ambaſ- 
ſadors to be choſen out of the whole body 
of the people, who ſhall be impowered to 
carry this decree to him, and relate the 
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© favours we have done him, in order to his fu- 
ture obtaining the ſame friendſhip, by a ge- 
© nerous behaviour and good will to our city. 


CHAP, It. 
How Antipater invefled Herod with the Government of Galilee, and Phaſael with 


that of Hieroſolyma. And bow Herod, the Jews entertaining malicious Defion 
againſt Antipater, was accuſed before Hyrcanus. N 


AR, having ordered the affairs of H- 
ria, embarked to return to Rome. Anti- 
pater, upon his leaving Syria, marched into 
udea, where with great expedition he rebuilt 
the walls of Hieroſelyma which Pompey had pul- 
led down; and making a tour throughout the 
country, he put an effectual ſtop to a ſedition 
that was ſpread throughout it, partly by threat- 
nings, and partly by fair ſpeeches. He re- 
preſented to them the happy life they would 
enjoy under Hyrcanus, and how peaceably they 
would poſſeſs their effects under his admini- 
ftrarion : That it they went about to ſhew 
any ſigns of innovation in the government, in- 
ſtead of having Antipater for their præfect, 
he would prove their lord Paramount, Hyr- 
canus in the room of a king would become 
a tyrant, and the Romans and Cæſar, inſtead 
of being their generals, would be themſelves 
their profeſſed enemies: For they would ne- 
ver allow a prince of their own eleCting to 
be removed from his government. Having 
made this remonſtrance, he put himſelf in a 
condition to adminiſter affairs by his ſole 
management. | | 
Perceiving Hyrcanus of an indolent temper, 
and incapable of action, he inveſted his eldeſt 
fon Phaſael with the government of Hieroſo- 
Iyma and the ad joining country : His ſecond 


fon Herod, who was but a youth, he placed in 


the government of Galilee, being no more than 
fifteen years of age. Notwithſtanding, his 
youth was no diſadvantage to him, for as he 
was a young man of a toward and generous 
ſpirit, he was not long in finding an oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing his talents to advantage. 
For happening to apprehend Ezekias, the cap- 
rain of a numerous gang of robbers, who com- 
mitted their villanies and robberies up and down 
Syria, he put him and a great number of his 
diſſolute followers to death. This early ac- 
tion of his gained him great eſteem with the 
Syrians, for he entirely ſcoured their coun- 
try of theſe pernicious men, The Syrians, ts 
reward in ſome meaſure the benefit hereby 
done them, made frequent reports throughout 
the ſeveral cities and villages, of his being 
the reſeryer of their peace, and the caufe of 
the happy and ſafe condition of life they en- 
joyed. Theſe reports ſoon came to the ears 
of Sextus Cæſar, a relation of the Great Cæſar, 
who was procurator of Syria, This gtorious 
beginning of Herod, fired his brother Phaſael 
with an emulation, not to be outdone in 
point of honour. To which end he made it 
his diligent ſtudy, by an eaſy and good go- 


(2) Otherwiſe called Sanbedrim. «x < 3 


with the Roman general, to confirm which, 


© dom. Antipater and his ſons are no 00 


This account is ſufficient to give an-ide, 
the honours Hyrcanus received from the Ba. 
man and Athenian people. | NEE 


o 


vernment, to gain the affections of the ier 
ſolomites, which he ſhortly accompliſhed by 2d. 
miniſtring the affairs of the kingdom committed 
to him, in the moſt juſt manner, and uſing his 
power and authority to the protection, rather 
than the injury of any one. Antipater, by this 
glorious behaviour of his ſon, procured the ex. 
treme love of the people, who honoured hin 1 
if he had been their King; for they paid ſuch 
a deference to him, as would have ſuited ves“ ü 
with one who was Lord of all. This prod. 
gious ſplendour, to which he was: arrive; 
through his own bountiful fortune, did not, 
however, change his mind, as is often the 
caſe, with reſpect to the friendſhip and kind. 
neſs he bore Hyrcanus. . f 

Notwithſtanding, the principal amongf the 
Jews, obſerving Antipater and his ſons conf. 
derably enrich themſelves out of the revenues 
of Hyrcanus and Fudea, and that the fayoy 
the people ſhewed them daily encreaſed, be. 
gan to be very diſcontented at their govery- 
ment. Hyrcanus had made a ſtrict alliance 


in a manner forcibly obliged Hyrcanns to ſend Wn 
a ſum of money, the honour of which he had 
attributed to himſelf, ſending the money u 
his own, and not as the preſent. of Hyrcan. WA 
This affair was diſcovered to Hyrcanus, wio, 
inſtead of ſhewing any concern at it, ſeemed Wn 
rather more glad. However, the Jews could 
not conceal their apprehenſions, when thy Wn 
had occular demonſtrations of Herod's violet 
and haſty proceeding, and the great deſire it ne 
expreſſed to graſp at unlimited power ; bu! 
full of uneaſineſs went to Hyrcanus, to who 
they made their remonſtrances, and opetl 
accuſed Antipater : And how long, ſaid th) 
« will you tamely ſubmit to what is dal 
© acted? Do you not ſee Antipater and I 
« ſons have the real enjoyment of a kingdom, 
© and yourſelf only flattered with the _ 
© of king? You ſhould not ſuppoſe your 
© out of danger, while you live in this in 
© lence and careleſſneſs of yourſelf and ky; 


© your guardians and protectors. Be ber 
ger flatter'd with ſuch deluſive t * "mM 
© they are in effect become their own 1 
< and lords. For Herod his fon hath Pi. = 
© >ekias and his accomplices to death 25. 
© the law: For let a man be never ſo d 
© nal, the Fewi/ſh conſtitution abſolutely ** 
'© bids his being put to death 3 "FX 
© been tried by the (a) 2 81 and jc 
© ly there condemned for his crime: © 


Book XIV. | 
« vet Herod, without receiving commiſſion from 
« you, has preſumed to do thus. 
Hyrcanus hearing this pathetic remonſtrance, 
was induced to credit it. The mothers of the 

erſons put to death by Herod, raiſed his 
paſſion to a great height ; for every day they 
came into the temple ſolliciting him and the 
people to make Herod appear, and anſwer for 
his actions before the Synedrin. Hyrcanus, 
at length, wearied out with their continual 


crimes alledged againſt him. Herod conſent- 
ed to obey the ſummons, at the. advice of 
his father, who bad him, after he had put the 
affairs of Galilee into a poſture of ſafety, go 
to Hyrcanus, not in the condition of a private 
. man, but attended with a body-guard about 
nis perſon, that he might not have any appre- 
= henſfions from the power of Hyrcanus, or ha- 
zard himſelf before the court in a naked and 
defenceleſs condition. Sextus the præfect of 
Syria, ſent a letter to Hyrcanus, wherein he 
admoniſhed him, under pain of his diſpleaſure, 
to hinder Herod from being tried. Sextus's 
epiſtle proved of vaſt ſervice to Herod at this 
conjunEture, for the Spnedrin diſmiſſed him 
without determining upon the puniſhment 
due to his crimes. Sextus, indeed, loved him 
as his ſon. When he came with his guards, 


ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and thoſe who had 
been, a little before, loud in their invectives 
againſt him, durſt not offer the leaſt accuſa- 
tion. On the contrary, there was a deep 
filence among the audience, and every one 
ſeemed in the greateſt doubt and ſuſpence 
in what manner to act. Things being in this 
= ſituation, one Samæus, a very juſt man, and 
cone of an undaunted courage, ſtood up, and 
made a ſpeech to this effect: My fellow 
BS *< judges, and you, O king; I cannot ſay that 
I ever ſaw, nor do I believe you are able 
= < to name one ſingle man, who ever ſtood 
before this court in the manner Herod does. 
SS < Perſons coming to be tried before the H- 
= < zcdrin, conſtantly appear in an humble 
and ſuppliant condition, with forrow and 
fear in their countenances, their hair care- 
lessly hanging down, and dreſt in a very 

plain manner. On the contrary, this good 


| a 
l _ © Herod, guilty of the murther for which 
om = © he ſtands accuſed, preſents himſelf before 


uns in purple, and with an head of hair 
beautifully combed out and adorned, and 
ſurrounded with a body of armed men: So 
what if we proceed to convict him accord- 
ning to the direction of the law, he will not 
only put us to death, but, violating the 
la, make his eſcape alſo. Then Herod 
on not be the man to be apprehended, 
ik be declares himſelf of better ſervice 
. 8 than the laws, You and the king, who 
have afforded ſuch an handle for impunity, 
eil be the only ſufferers. Notwithſtand- 
Eo! G. be well aſſured of the omnipotence of 
9 od, and that this man, whom at the in- 


treaties of Hyrcanus you are inclined to 


1 diſcharge, will i 
| „at ſome opportunity, puniſh 

J n both you and the 3 Ca- 

£45 WAS not out in his conjectures, while he 
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etitions, ſummoned Herod to anſwer to the 


and ſtood before the court, every one was 
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ſpoke thus: For Herod, when he had fixed him- 
ſelf in the kingdom, flew every one preſiding 
in this court, nay, and HFyrcauus himſelf, but 
excepted Samens, whom, for his extraordinary 
moderation and juſtice, he had 1n great honour; 
and becauſe, when Herod and Sofpus laid ſiege 
to Hieroſolyma, he was the only perſon who ad- 
moniſhed the citizens to receive Herod, repre- 
ſenting, that as they were ſo very wicked, it 
was next to an impoſſibility to eſcape falling 
into his power. But of this we will ſpeak in 
another place, FEI 4, 

Hyrcanus obſerving the hot temper of thoſe 
who preſided in the Hnedrin againſt Herod, 
and that they were reſolved to take away 
his life, deferred his trial till another day, 
and privately ſent to give him notice to retire 
out of the city, as the only way to ſecure him- 
ſelf. According to this admonition he with- 
dtew, as if he had fled from the king, to Da- 
maſcus. When he came to Sextus Cæſar, and 
had put his affairs in a tolerable condition of 
ſafety, he began to be more emboldened, and 
reſolved, if the Hnedrin offer d to ſend him a 
ſummons again to take his trial, to diſobey 
. | 
Now the judges of the Synedrin were ex- 
tremely mortified at his eſcape, and endea- 
voured to awaken Hyrcanus from his le- 
thargy, and convince him, that all his actions 
were repugnant to his true intereſt. Hyrca- 
nus was not inſenſible of this, but his eaſy 
temper and native indolence were the cauſes 
of his weak management. Sextus Ceſar ha- 
ving made Herod governor of Celo-Syria, (the 
adminiſtration of which Herod was obliged to 
parchaſe with a large ſum of money) put Hyr- 
canus into a terrible fear, apprehending He- 
rod wonld bring his arms againft him ; and 
indeed it was not long before his apprehen- 
ſions of this matter proved real, For Hero, 
at the head of an army, march'd againſt him, 
incenſed at him and the Synedrin, for putting 
him to a formal trial. On this occaſion, his 
father - Antipater, and brother Phaſael, were 
not backward in their ſollicitations, to hinder 
him from offering hoſtilities againſt Hieroſo- 
Iyma. They went out to meet him on his 
march, and openly declar'd againſt his expe- 
dition, adviſing him much rather to lay aſide 
his hoſtile intentions, and only proceed with 
threats and menaces againſt Hyrcanus, by 
whoſe favour and kindneſs he enjoyed his 
preſent dignity. They begged him, notwith- 
ſtanding the juſt cauſe he had to be enraged 


at his being ſummoned to take his trial in 


public court, to conſider that he had been 
diſmiſſed by Hyrcanus, and on that account 
had obligations to think fayourably of the in- 
dulgence, and not return the gift of his life 
with ſeverity, which would argue him both 
ungrateful and ungenerous. That he ought 
to reflect, that as the events of war are in 
the power of God alone, the period of the 
expedition he was going to undertake, was 
the more uncertain, and victory leſs to be de- 
pended upon, becauſe his arms were deſigned 
againſt his king and friend, who had heaped 


upon him ſeveral fayours. That Hyrcanus 
his benefactor, had done him no prejudice, and 


the 
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the articles alledged againſt him, very pro- 
bable, were the reſult of bad counſel given 
him. That of himſelf he had given no man- 
ner of ſuſpicions, nor ated any thing, that 
could poſſibly influence him juſtly to any hard 
conceptions againſt him. By this remonſtrance 


CHAD. 1 


The Romans and other Nations do extraordinary Honours to the Jews, and enter into 
Alliances with them. 


AR being returned from Syria to 

Rome, ſent a fleet of ſhips for Africa, where 
he deſigned to give battle to Scipio and Cato. 
Hyrcanus, in the mean time, ſent to renew and 
confirm his former friendſhip and alliance with 
him. It will not be amiſs here to recite the 
ſeveral honours conferred on our nation by 
the Roman generals, and the alliances they 
made with us, that every one may know the 
exceeding great regard both the princes of Aſia 
and Europe had for our nation on account of 
their fortitude and fidelity. There are many, 
who through their hatred to us, cannot be in- 
duced to believe the account tranſmitted down 
by the Perſian and Macedonian hiſtorians con- 
cerning us. The reaſon they give for this, is, 
that theſe accounts diſagree very much in ſeve- 
ral particulars, that they are not to be found in 
any publick records, and are only preſerved 
in ſome hiſtory of our own people, and a few 
Barbarians, However juſt this charge may be, 
the Roman decrees are inconteſtable, being re- 
poſited in the public records of ſeveral cities, 
and in the capitol itſelf, where they are engra- 
ven on columns of braſs. Beſides Julius Cr/ar, 
on a brazen column at Alexandria, gave ſuffi- 
cient teſtimony in writing, that the eus were 
denizens of that city; and from this I will alſo 
make it appear ſo. - But before I proceed to 
this, I will prefix the decrees made by the ſe- 
nate and Julius Cz/ar, in favour of Hyrcanus 
and our nation, 


Caius Julius Cæſar, General, High-prieſt, and 
ſecond time Dictator, to the Magiſtrates, Se- 
nate, and People of Sidon, Greeting: 


£ IF you are in health, tis well; we and our 
1 army are in health. I have ſent you a 
copy of the decree, relating to Hyrcanus, the 
ſon of Alexander, high-prieft and Ethuarc of 
the Jews, in order to its being placed among 
your public records I would have you inſcribe 
1t on tables of braſs in Greek and Latin. 
Now this is the decree. I Julius Ceſar, 
general, and high-prieſt, in obedience to the 
reſolution of the ſenate, have decreed thus: 


* 


ander, both now and formerly, as well in 
peace as in war, hath demonſtrated his fidelity 
and kindneſs to the Romans, which ſeveral 
Roman generals can ſufficiently witneſs, and 
that very lately in the Alexandrian war, in 
which he came with a body of fiftcen hun- 
* dred auxiliaries, at the head of which being 
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Herod was prevailed upon, who ſuppof 
had given ſigns evident enough of E 
he entertained, and of the power and auth, 


C4 IUS Cæſar, general dictator, conſul, i 


Whereas Hyrcanus the Few, ſon of Alex- 
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the hopes 


rity he had over his nation, In this ſituation 
at this time was Judea. | 


© ſent by me to Mithridates, he gave proc 1 28 
© of the greateſt courage; tis my will, for thug, [MY 
* reaſons, that Hyrcanus ſon of the ſaid An MAR 
© der, and his ſons, be Erhnarcs of the em., 
© and enjoy the prieſthood of the Jews perpe. 
© tually after the cuſtom of their country, and 
© that he and his ſons be in alliance with ys 
and always eſteemed our friends, That al 
© the immunities of the prieſthood, or other 
© conceſſions granted formerly to it, be reſtord 
* to them. And jf at any time any diſputes o 
© controverſies happen to ariſe among the Neu 
* 1 grant Hyrcanus liberty to determine them, 
© but enjoin him not to winter in Juda, at 
© exact ſums of money from the inhabitants, 


The Reſolution, Decrees, and Grants of Caius 
| C⸗æſar, are to this Effet: 


HAT the ſons of Hyrcanns, without no- 
loeſtation, enjoy the government and all 
the places formerly granted them. That he, 
being high-prieſt and Ethuarc of the feu, 
have power to defend thoſe, who are any 
ways injured ; that ambaſſadors be ſent to hin 
to enter into an alliance with him; and that the 
table of braſs containing it be dedicated, both 
in the capitol, and at don, and Tyre and A. 
calon, and beinſcribed in Greek and Romanchi- 
racters in the temples; that this decree be cot- 
veyed to all quieſtors of cities and their prz- 
tors and friends, to the end that this embaly 
and decree may be known abroad, 


the ſake of honour, and virtue, and lot, 
hath granted, as of adyantage to the ſenate and 
people of Rome, that Hyrcanus, ſon of Alex 
ander, and his ſons, be high-prieſts and pril 
of the Hiero/olymites, and their whole nato 
in the very ſame manner and cuſtom that thelt 
anceſtors held the prieſthood. 


E AIUS Cæſar, fifth time conſul, hati 4 Eo] 
creed, that they poſſeſs and have Bt 


berty to fortify Hiero/olyma, and that 1 


canus, ſon of Alexander the high-prick . 1 
Ethuarc of the eus, enjoy that city u1π¹ nn 
manner he ſhall judge moſt proper: : K 1 
that they have power to make a garner 
from the Fews in the ſecond year of y 
up their fruits out of their returns. "== 
that none be at liberty to redeem this 1 
bute by ſervice, nor that this tribute be u 
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AIUS Ceſar, hath again n 
C on account of the city Hicroſolyma, all tne 
lands of the Jews, EXCEPT Joppa, ſhall, 7d 
: car, unleſs there happens a ſeventh year, , 
=_ | hc ſabbath, wherein it is not cuſtomary either 
c gather fruits or ſow ſeed, pay a tribute. SE 

the 4/4rm;ans every ſecond year pay a tribute © 
the fourth parts of their fruits; and that Hy- 
{1/15 and his ſons receive the tenths, as cuſto- 
marily paid by their anceſtors. And that no bo- 
1, whether a governor, or general, or an am- 
baſlador, take upon him to raife auxiliaries in 
the countries dependant onthe Jews, And that 
411 ſoldiers be prohibited from exacting any mo- 
ney through a pretence of winter quarters, or by 
ay other artifice; But that the Jes be exempt 
(rom all impoſitions. And that whatſoever they 
n9w poſſeſs, or hereafter may poſſeſs or buy, re- 
ma in to them and their heirs without any let or 
impediment, Moreover, that the city Joppa, 

* formerly in poſſeſſion of the Jews, at the time 
the alliance between the Fews and the Romans 
was firſt made, belong to them in the very ſame 
manner as at that time: and that Hjrcanus, 
ſon of Alexander, and his fons, on account of 
the annual exportations of Corn to H from Ju- 
= /:- and its ports, levy a tribute from the hus- 
—_ bandncnot twenty thouſand fix hundred and ſe- 
== vcnty five buſlicls of corn: Excepting always e- 
very ſeventh year, wherein the Jews neither plow 
W or gather any fruits. Ihe ſenate alſo grants Hyr- 
ac and his ſons liberty to enjoy, as formerly, 
Es wh all the uſual immunities and priviledges, 
the ſſereral villages in the great plain. And 
rhat che ſeveral rights ſubſiſting between the Jews 
end pricits, and the ſeveral liberties granted each 
by ic people and ſenate of Rome, be ratified to 
rem. And that they have the ſame exemption 
in common with the people of Lydia. And that 
Bc {cveral places, and villages, and lands for- 
nmerly belonging to the Syrian and Phenician 
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ies, allics of the Romans, the grants whereof 


cy received from the Romans, be under the 
oridictionſ of ycanus the Ethuarc, and the 
es. And that the ſaid MHircanus and his 
es, and the ambaſſadors he ſhall ſend, ſhall 
Bc icy to ſit among the ſenators, to ſee 
c gladiators, and the engagements with beaſts. 
char at all times when they ſhall petition 
gc dictator, or his maſter of the horſe, to appear 
public, upon being introduced into the ſenate- 
gk houſe, an anfwer ſhall always be returned to 
—_c: pion within ten days, whereupon a /e- 
—_-- c04//1tt, or decree of ſenate, ſhall be 
ads. | 
5 Czfir, General, fourth Time Diffator, 
ne Giſul, and declared perpetual Diff a- 
=, res thus about the Right of Hyrea- 
os ' „% / Alexander, High-prieft and 
bar of the Jews, | | 
SE. A SMUCH as the generals my pre- 
$ I . nave teſtified their eſteem of Hit 
 ** I Sh-prieſt of the Jews, and their love 
eee, both in the ſeveral provinces of 
| Roman empire, and allo belore the ſenate 
; L people of Rome, we deem ir but jullice 
"2 conlideration, and en- 


rue take into our 
—_—_ 332. 
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ities of the Jews; 


deavour to return grateful acknowledgments 
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to Hyrcanus and the Fewiſh nation, and the 
ſons of Hyrcanus, for the many kindneſſes and 
favours conferred by them upon the ſenate and 
people of Rome. 


Caius Julius General, Conſul of the Romans, 
to the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People of the 
Parſians, Greeting : 


HE Fews aſſembled to me in Delos, in 

company with ſome foreign Fews, the 
ambaſſadors ſent by you being then preſent, 
their complaint was, that by a decree, you 
had prohibited them ſrom the free exerciſe of 
their lawful rites and cuſtoms. Upon this ac- 
count 1 am not well pleaſed at your making 
ſuch a decree, in prejudice to people my friends 
and allies, which hinders them from living con- 
formable to their own laws, and from gather- 
ing money towards the maintenance and ſup- 
port of their ſacrifices; which even Rome it- 
ſelf offers not to forbid. Calus Cæſar, our 
general, and conſul, by a decree, indeed for- 
bade any aſſemblies of them 1n the city; but 
rheſe were the only things prohibited in his 
decree: His command not extending to their 
gathering money, or celebrating their ſeſtivals. 
In like manner J enjoin them from ſuch meet- 
ings, and confine them to ſuch aſſemblies only 
as are preſcribed by the direction of their 
own laws. Wherefore, the decree you have 
made in prejudice to our friends and allies, 
you will do well to repeal, as we now in- 
form you that we are under ſeveral obligations 
to them. 


After the death of Cains Ceſar, M. An- 
thony, and P. D-labella being conſuls, they 
aſſembled the ſenate, and introducing the am- 
baſſadors of Fhrcanus into the houſe, the ſa- 
thers were acquainted with their petition, who 
thereupon entered into an alliance with them, 
and granted them every thing they requeſted. 
I ſlall perfix here the decree, that my readers 
may have before them a full proof of this aſ- 


ſertion. "The decree of the ſenate was to this 
effect: 


The Senatus Conſultum, Extracted out of the 
Ætarium from the firſt and ſecond public 
gueftorial Tables, Quintus Rutilius 44 C. 


Cornelius being city Duæſtors. 
B EFORE the third day of the Ides of 
| April, in the temple of Concord, at vrit- 
ing this decree were preſent Lucius Calphurnius 
Pi/o of the tribe Menenia, Servius Patinius 
Potrtus, of the tribe Lemonia; Cains Caninius 
Rebilius, of the tribe Terentina; Publius Tide- 
tins, Lucius Apulinns, ſon of Lucius, of the 
tribe Sergia; Favins, ſon of Lucius, of the 
tribe Lemonia; Publius Platins, ſon of Pub- 
ius, of the tribe Papiria; Marcus Acilins, 
fon of Marcus, of the tribe Mecia; Lncins 
Erucius, ſon of Lucius, of the tribe Stellatine ; 
Marcus Ouintius Placillus, fon of Marcus, of 
the tribe Pollia; Publins Serias * And Pul- 
lits Delabella and Mark Anthony were the 
{peakers; a debate aroſe concerning the de- 
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Lee made by Cains Cæʒar in favour of the 
ws, which had not been repoſited in the 
Hrarium, wherefore we conſent, in conformity 
to the former opinion of our conſuls, Publius 
Dolabella and Mark Anthony, that the ſame 
be carried to the city queſtors, and be by 
them ordered to be engraven on two tablets, 
This was done before the fifth day of the 
des of February at the temple of Concord. 
Now the ambaſſadors ſent by Hyrcanus were 
Lyſemachus ſon of Pauſanias, Alexander ſon 
of Theodorus, Patrolus ſon of Cluereas, and 
Fonathan ſon of Onias. 


Dolobella, at this time governor of Aſia, re- 
ceived one of theſe ambaſſadors ſent from 
Hyrcanus, who petitioned him to diſcharge 
the Jews from their military ſervice, and give 
them liberty to live according to the direction 
of the laws of their country. Dolabella re- 
ceiving Hyrcanns's letter, without any deli- 
beration upon it, wrote, in this behalt, not 
only to all the cities in Aa, but to Epheſus, 
at this time the metropolis: A copy of which 
epiſtle, 1 have here added. 


Arlemon being (1) Prytaneis, on the firſt day of 
Lemeon, Dolabella, general, to the ſenate, 
magiſtrates and people of Epheſus, Greeting. 


LEXANDER the fon of Theodorns, 

ambaſſador ſent by Hyrcanus, fon of 
Alexander, High- Prieſt and Ethuarc of the 
eus, hath made his remonſtrance to me, that 
his countrymen cannot ſerve in the wars be- 
cauſe they muſt not bear arms, or undertake 
marches, on the days of their Sabbaths; and 
the great difficulty, to which they have lately 
been expoſed, in procuring ſuch proviſions 
as they are accuſtomed to eat; wherefore, af- 
ter the example of my predeceſſors, I grant 
them an immunity from performing military 
ſervice, and permit them to exerciſe their 
own laws at ſuch times, when they are aſſem- 
bled to celebrate their religion, and perform 
ſacrifice. Of which occaſions I require you 
to ſend circular letters to the ſeveral cities 
round you. 


And thus did Dolabella, upon Hyrcanns's 
ſending his ambaſſador to him, honour our 
nation. . 

Lucius Lentulus the conſul, alſo made 
a decree, that the Roman citizens in E- 
pheſus who were 2 and practiſed the 
Fewiſh cuſtoms, ſhould, by order of court, 
be diſcharged, on account of their religion, 
from the performance of military ſervice be- 
fore the twelfth day of the calends of October. 
Lucius Lentulus and Caius Marcellus being 
conſuls, there were preſent Titus Appius 
Balgus the ambaſſador, ſon of Titus of the 
tribe Horatia; Titus Tongius ſon of Titus of 
the tribe C uſtumina; Quintus R heſius, ſon of 


Ouintus; Titus Pompeius Longinus, ſon of Titus; uſe are conformable to the dire 


(1) From antient Coins the learned have found that Fpbeſus had Magiſtrates called either 11 : 1 
or Texupalas. And in like manner it appears both from leveral Coins and Writers that at ny 


preſided Officers named Nevlawns, or Prytane is. 
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Cains Servilius Bracchus, military tribune 
ſon of Caius of the tribe Terentina, Publius 


Claſius Gallus fon of Publius 
Veturia, Caius Sefins ſon of 
tribe Sabatina. | 


of the trib 
Cai US of tho 


Titus Atilius Bulbus / of Titus, ambaſſadn 


and Prepetor to the Magis 


and People of Epheſus, Greeting. 
L UCIUS Lentulus the conſul, 


terceſſion, hath diſcharged 


habiting Aſſa from the performance o 
tary ſervice. When I petitioned the 
favour from Faminius the general, and Ty; 


at es, Senate, 


at my in- 
the Fews in- 


F mili. 
ſame 


s Antonius the Proquæſtor, J obtained their 
conſent. Wheretore 'tis my will that you ct. 
fer the Jews no manner of diſturbance; 


The Decree made by the Delians. 


OETIUS being Archon, upon the tyer. 


tieth day of the month 7argoſion 


pretors anſwered : Marcus Piſo 


the 
the ambaſi. 


dor at the time he reſided in our City, afſem. 
bled us and a great number of our citizens 
to whom he gave orders, if any Fews inhabited 
amongſt them not to give them any mcleſtz. 


tion upon their refuſing the military ſervice, 
becauſe Cornelius Lentulus the conſul, on ꝛc- 
count of their religion, had diſcharged then 


from it: Wherefore you ought 
ence to the pretor. Such an 


did the people of Sardis make in fayour d 


the Jews. 


Caius Fannius /on of Caius, General and cui. 
ſul, tothe magiſtrates of Cos, Greeting. 


Here let you know that ambaſſadors fron 


the Fews are come to me, 
have the decree of your ſenate, 


in their favour, a copy of which is hereunto a- 
nexed. In regard of the Senatus Conſult 


you have been pleaſed to make, 


you be very careful over the eus, any whit 


reciding 1n your country, that 
veyed back into their own land 
without harm. 


" UCIUS Lentalus the conſul ſays, thi 


the Roman Citizens Fews, 


me to practice the ewiſh rites and cuſtons 

in the city Epheſuls, are on account of ti 
religion diſcharged from military ferric. BRAN 
This is done before the thirteenth day 0i [ 2 


calends of Ofcler. 


© . | ; F b * # 
Lucius Antonius /oz of Marcus, Prequel q " of 
Propretor, to the Magiſtrates, Senate,“ 
People of the Sardians, Greeting. - 


HE Jews our citizens appearing ve 


me ſhewed, that the aſſem 


to pay obeci- 
other dectee 


petitioning t9 
made already 
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own laws, as from the begining, as alſo 00 
„ace, wherein they determine the ſevera 
cauſes brought before them. And upon their 
petition to have the free exerciſe of them con- 
tinued to them, I have been pleaſed to decree 
that they be permitted the uſe of ſuch aſſem- 
blies and place as aforeſaid, without any in- 


jury. 


M IRCUS Publius ſon of Spurins, and 
IN 


Publius ſay, that upon going to Lentulus the pro- 
conſul, we informed him of what Door hens Alexa u- 
Gris fon of Cleopatridas had done, namely, 
that the Roman citizens Fews, accuſtomed to 


to him, be diſmiſſed on account ot their reli- 
gion; and accordingly he diſmiſſed them before 
the thirteenth day ot the calends of October. 

In the month Onintilis, Lucins Lentulus 
and Caints Marcellus being conſuls, the 
perſons preſent were Titus Appius Balbus 
ton of Titus, ambaſſador, and of the tribe 
Hlcratia, Titus Tongins of the tribe Craftumina, 
Ouintus Rheſins the ſon of Onintus, Titus 
Poupeius the ſon of 776, Cornelius Longints, 
Caius Servilias Bracchus, military tribune, 
ſon of Cazus and of the tribe Terentina, Pub- 
u Claus Gallus fon of Publius of the tribe 
= cturia, Coins Tatins, military tribune, ſon of 
Cs of the tribe Afmilia, Sextus Atilius 
== $S:rvanus fon of Sextys of the tribe Aſquilina, 
aus Pompeius fon of Caius of the tribe Sa- 
latina, Titus Appius Menander fon of Titus, 
= Ps Scrvilius Strabo fon of Publius, Lu- 
WE cs Paccius Capito fon of Lucius of the tribe 
== C//ina, Aulus Furius Tertins fon of Aulus, 
and 4ppius Menas - I heſe ſenators being pre- 
WE ſcnt Lentulus pronounced a decree, that the 


Ti RE. 


the eco rices, ſhould be diſmiſled. 
3 Magiſtrates of Laodicea fo Caius Rabilius 
cn Caius, Conſul, fend Greeting. 


ECO” 17ER, ſent ambaſſador from Hyrca- 
ens the high-prieſt, gave us a letter from 
cou, wherein mention was made, that certain 
eertons, came from Fhrcanus high-prieſt of 

= Jus, had brought a letter concerning 
is nation, the ſubſtance of which was to de- 
re, that the Jews might have the free exer- 
= of thcir ſabbachs, and be at liberty to 
orm their ſacrifices according to their own 
lutions and laws without any hindrance, 
SS cg our friends and allies: And that no 
rect injuſtice be done them in our province, 
ecard the Trallianians had ſhewed their 


cont at thoſe favours which we had 


3 
2 
Ee ee 


"ci then, Belides, we were importuned 
1 the ſaid letter to take into our ſerious con- 
<0 the faid matters; we therefore, obey 
: * your commands, received the ſai letter, 
eecpolned 1t among cur publ ck acts, the 

ems of which, according to your orders 
 ' ll teke CXLracrdluary Care to 3 
eic full meaning. 


Harcus ſon of Marcus, and Lucius fon ot 


practice the Jewiſp laws, on its appearing ſo 


ER 0an citizens Jews, accuſtomed to practice 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 339 


Publius Servilius Galba, Son of Publius, Pro- 
conſul, to the Magiſtrates,” Senate and People 
of the Mileſians, Greeting, 


P RYTANES, ſon of Hermes, your citl- 
zen, came to me at the city Trallia, 
where I convened a council, and acquainted 
me of your treating the Jews different from 
what I commanded you; that you prohibited 
them from celebrating their ſabbaths, from 
performing their ſacrifices, or collecting their 
accuſtomed fruits, and that he himſelt was the 
cauſe of obtaining this decree. I require 
you, therefore, upon this declaration bein 
made to me, to give obedience to the edict 
here make, which is, that you do not preſume 
to give the Jews any interruption in the free 
practice of their own laws and cuſtoms. 


The Decree of the Governors of the Pargame- 
nians. 


[1 ORASMUCH as the Romans, copying 

after the examples of their anceſtors, ſhe w 
their conſtant zeal to preſerve in ſecurity man- 
kind in general, but more eſpecially to keep 
their allies and friends in peace, the Few?f na- 
tion and Hyrcanys their high-prieſt, ſent to us 


their ambaſſadors, namely, otraton the ſon of 


T heodorus, Apollunius ſon of Alexander, Aneas 
ſon of Antipater, Ariſtobulus the ſon of Amyn- 
tas, Soctpater the ſon of Philippus, honeſt and 
juſt men, who having explained the cauſe of 
their embaſly, the ſenate decreed that Autioc hus 
the king, fon of Antiechus, preſume not to 
offer the Fewws, in alliance with the Romans, 
any oftence or injury; and that he reſtore to 
them all the garriſons, ports, and countries, 
taken by him from them. That they have 
free liberty to export out of any of their 
harbours, what goods or merchandizes they 


ſhall think fir; but that every Few, from the 


king down to the loweſt claſs of the people, 
ſo exporting, either out of the land or the ſaid 
ports, be obliged to pay duty for it, except- 
ing always Prolomy King of the Alexandrians 


our friend and ally. That the garriſon of 


Joppa be removed from thence as they have 
petitioned, and as Lucius Pettius one of the 
ſenators, hath deſired in the execution of this 
decree; and that the ambaſſadors have a faie 
conduct to return home, After we had given 
leave to Theodorus to be introduced into our 
ſenate, of whom we received the letter and 
decree, which he extolled in a great mauner, 
and after he had made an ample declaration ot 
the great virtue and magnanimity of Hyrca- 
mus, whoſe humanity and generous behaviour 
to all public and private perſons he ſo 
much inſiſted on, we are induced to repoſite 


the letter among our public records, and on 


account of your being allies of the Romans, 
decreed to grant every thing the ambaſſa- 
dors demanded in obedience to the decree of 
the ſenate, Beſides, Theodorus who pave us 
the letter, petitioned the members of our ſe- 
nate, to ſend a copy of our decree to Hyr- 
canus, and ambaſſadors, to declare the good 
will of our people towards him, and alſo far- 
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340 
ther intreated us to give ſuch ambaſſadors 11- 
cence to confirm the alliance, which would turn 
to their advantage, and be beneficial in its con- 
ſequences; and to put them in mind, that e- 
ven in the days of Abraham, who was the 
father of all the Hebrews, our anceſtors were 
their allies, as we have found it related in 


our public acts. 


The Decree of the Halicarnaſſeans, Memnon Sn 
of Oreſtes, and of Enonymus by Adoption, be- 
ing Prieſt, on the Day of Autheſteri- 
on, Marcus Alexander making his Decla- 
ration, the People were pleaſed, &C. 


E, at all times having a due regard to 

the honour of God and his religion, 
in which we follow the example of the Romans, 
to whom mankind in general are much indebt- 
ed, and taking into our conſideration the 
letter wrote by them to us, 
Fews friendſhip and alliance, which 1s to let 
them have the tree exerciſe of their own wor- 
ſhip, and liberty to perform their accuſtomed 
ſacrifices and oblations, are pleaſea to grant 
to all the Jews, who are willing to accept of 
the indulgence, whether they be men or wo- 
men, power and authority, not only quietly to 
celebrate their ſabbaths, but according to the 
direction of their own laws, to perform their 
ſolemn ſacrifices, and to make their cuſtomary 
ſupplications at the ſea; in the execution of 
which, if either any magiſtrate or private ſub- 
ject ſnall any ways obſtruct them, he ſhall be 
_ obliged to pay a fine to our city. 


The Decree of the Sardians. 


'PON a motion being made by the præ- 


tors, with the confideration that the Jews, 


inhabiting this city, from the firſt time of their 
reſiding among us till now, have through the 
friendſhip of our citizens received conſiderable 
favours, and upon their coming now-to petiti- 
on us in regard of the reſolution of the free 
exerciſe of their laws, and the enjoyment of 
their liberties by the ſenate of Rome, to grant 


them peaceable licence of meeting in ſuch aſ- 


ſemblies as have been conſtantly preſcribed 
by their own laws, and that we would give 
them no moleſtation, but aſſign them a place, 
wherein with their wives and children they 
may, without any hindrance, perform their ſa- 
crifices, and the worſhip due to their God; 
we, upon theſe remonſtrances, taking their pe- 
tition into our conſideration, are pleaſed by 
the conſent of our ſenate and people, to al- 
low them, on their appointed days, to meet 
and perform every thing in obedience to their 
own laws. And that the prætors have power 
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to aſſign them a place, which they ſhall think 


convenient; in which they may build they 
ſelves houſes to dwell in, and that ir be left 
to the city Miles to furniſh them with fuck 
proviſions as ſhall be found neceſſary for the 
ſubſiſtance. R 


The Decree of the Epheſians, 


ENOPHILUS being Prytaves, on the 
firſt day of the month Artemi/;y; it 
pleaſed the people, Nicanor, ſon of Eup ben 5 
upon motion made by the fathers, Cecreey. 
Foraſmuch as the Fews, under Marcus Jul; 
Pompeius, ſon of Brutus, the pro-conſul, had 
liberty given them to keep their ſabbaths, «:, 
perform every thing in conformity to their 
own laws, without the hindrance or Interrup. 
tion of any perſon; for the ſaid reaſon, ye 
the ſenate and people of Epheſits, in confide. 
ration of the Romans being intereſted in this 
affair, are reſolved to be no hindrance to 2 

Jews, in the free celebration of their ſabbath 

nor to exact any fines from them, but to gie 
them free power to do every thing in contor- 
mity to their own laws. | 


Several other decrees: of the ſame nate 
are extant, which, in favour of Hyrcanns and 
our nation, the ſenate and people of Reine 
made. Beſides, ſeveral cities publiſhed their 
decrees, and ſeveral governors made their an- 
ſwers to ſeveral letters ſent from Rowe 10 
them in our favour, Of all which, thoſe e. 
ſpecially which may be, as to their veracity 
depended upon, we have iuſerted in this place, 
for the entertainment of our conrteous tet- 
ders. But ſince we have, we preſume, in 
the fulleſt manner, made appear the facted 
alliance made between us and the Romans, and 
have even mentioned the ſeveral brazen column 
and tablets in the capitol, on which the ſan: Þþ 
may be ſeen engraved, remaining to this c 
we have thought, that to give a particular c-: 
count of them here, would appear ſuperfus i 


and needleſs, and rather a trouble than a f. 


ſure to our readers. We cannot be inducel 

to think that any one, after the ample 4. 
count made here, of our alliance with the 1. 
mans, will heſitate, in giving credit to vii! 
we have advanced on this head; but, on t: 
contrary, when he has conſidered of the i- 


2 
5 
2 


ral decrees recited here, and made in ourls = 
vour, he will readily agree, that we i ey 


ſpoken nothing but what is agreeable to on ” 
1 


And thus have we given a faithful decir: wet 
of the friendſhip and alliance agreed and. 
firmed between us and the Romans in tle 3 ne 
ner related above. _ 
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How after Baſſus had treachevously slain Sextus, Marcus ſucceeded him in the Go- 
2 


Vernment ; 
the Jews. 


BOUT this time Hria was harraſſed with 

a violent ſedition, and this was the cauſe 
* it : Baſſus Cecilius, one of Pompey's parti- 
ꝛtans, watching his opportunity to put SexT Hs 
= Cez/ar to death, at length flew him, and ſeizing 
. upon the army he commanded, eſtabliſhed him- 
eit in his government. This was the ground 
ok a cruel war, which was fought at Apamia 
dy the officers of Cz/ar, who attacked him 
with all the horſe and foot under their ſeveral 


the obligations he was under to Cz/ar, and 
thinking his cauſe was very juſt, and he under 
an indiſpenſible neceſſity, not only to vindi- 
cate the wrong done him, but to puniſh, if poſ- 
ſible, his murtherer, ſent his ſons with a body 
of forces to their aſſiſtance. This war conti- 


= ; N 


= 7-2: to take upon him Sextus's government, 
aud Car was murthered in the ſenate houſe 
= by Brutus and Caſſius, after he had reign'd 
| three years and {ix months. But this account 
is related by other hiſtorians. 

| The war, after Cæſar's death, being renew- 
WE cd, and all the principal Romans buſied in col- 
lecting forces, Cars came into Syria to com- 
mand the army which was at Apamia, the 
ſiege of which place he raiſed, and brought 
at length Marcus and Baſſus to an accom- 
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the city, out of which having collected great 
ore of arms, and a numerous body of forces, 
de impoſed an heavy tribute upon the ſeveral 


his occaſion, Caſſius levying out of it ſeven 
undred talents of ſilver. Antipater in the 
can while, ſceing things in a bad ſituation, 
nd that nothing but confuſion and fear was 
cerery body's looks, divided the levying of 
ee tax, which he gave to both his ſons, and 
Mrrt of it ro Malichus, in no good underſtand- 
e with him, and part to ſome others. Herod 
Saving the firſt collected out of his govern- 
ent of Galilee the ſum he was commanded 
RS rc, procured thereby great intereſt with 
. For he judged it, the greateſt pru- 
. {cc to gain the Romans favour, and procure 
SE. eſteem, though at the hazard and expence 
others. As well the governors as the in- 
Pots of the other cities were ſold, and 

cides were abſolutely reduced to ſlavery 

SC The moſt opulent of which were 
e and Emmaus, and the others Lydda 

anc Thamna; nay, Caſſius in his rage and fur 

certainly put Malic hits to death, if he had 
- at been hindered in his deſign by Hyrcanus, 
: en Anti pater with an hundred talents of 
en money, to bribe him from his cruel 
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ode. | 
= us, aſter this, marching out of Sria, 
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commands. Beſides, Antipater, not forgetting 


W nuing for ſome time, Marcus marched from 


modation. This done, he took a ſurvey of 


ther cities. Fudea felt the greateſt load on 


and how, after Cæſar' Death, Caſſius came into Syria, and afflicted 
How Malichus leu Antipater, and Herod slew him. 


Malichus laid in wait for Antipater, whoſe death 
he ſuppoſed would effeCtually ſecure Hyrca- 
nuls's government. However, this deſign was 
not ſo ſecretly concerted, but that Antipater 
came to the knowledge of it. He had no ſoon- 
er received the news of this plot, but he with- 
drew beyond Jordan, where, from the Arabi- 
ans and foreigners, he raiſed a body of forces. 
Malithus, who was a perſon of great inſinua- 
tion, diſowned the plot, and by an oath en- 
deavoured to clear himſelf to Autipater and 
his ſons, of the imputation of it, repreſenting, 
the impoſſibility of his entertaining in his 
mind ſuch a deſign, when Phaſael was gover- 
nor of the garriſon at Hiero/olyma, and [Terod 
in poſſeſſion of all the arms. But Malichus find- 
ing his aim diſappointed, came, at length, to a 
reconciliation with Autipater, which was brought 
about, while Marcus was prætor of Hria; for 
Marcus hearing of the attempts Malichus was 
forming to create troubles in Fugdea, in all pro- 
bability would have flain him, if he had not 
been prevented by the intreaties of Antipater 
to give him his life. | 
Antipater little thought, by this generous 
action, he had ſaved the life of the murtherer. 
Caſſius and Marcus gave Herod the entire com- 
mand of the army they had raiſed, and made 
him governor of Cælo-&yria, at the ſame time 
giving him a good fleet of ſhips, well mann'd, 
and fill'd with horſe and foot forces. The 
Jews had even promiſed him, after the conclu- 
ſion of the war, at this time begun between 
Anthony and young Cæſar, to make him king 
of Fudea. Malichus entertained nothing bur 
ſuſpicions of Antipater, whom he was reſolved, 
at any rate, to take out of the way. Accord- 
ingly promiſing the cupbearer of Hyrcanus, 
with whom both of them uſually dined, a ſum 
of money to execute his delign ; Antipater 
was poiſoned. Malichus having a body of 
forces ready, ſoon quieted the tumults of the 
city. Herod and Phaſael coming to hear of 
their father being murthered, were extreme! 
enraged, but Malichus abſolutely denied eve- 


ry thing, and diſowned he had any hand in 


his death. And thus was the death of Anti- 
pater brought about, who very much excell'd 
in the qualifications of piety and juſtice, and 
an extreme deſire to ſerve his country. Herod 
his ſon, reſolving to revenge his death, led an 
army againſt Malichus. But Phaſael took a 
different courſe, imagining ſtratagem the ſafer 
way, which would remove the imputation of 
railing a civil war in the bowels of his coun- 
try. To this end he magnificently adorns his 
father's ſepulchre, and pretends to believe Ma- 
lichus had no indire& hand in the murther of 
Antipater. Herod, in the mean time, coming 
to Samaria, found the city in a violent com 


rrr motion. 
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motion, which he happily appeaſed, and re- 
duced the inhabitants, to their former good un- 
derſtanding. : 
Shortly after this, a feſtival happening at 
Hieroſoljina, Herod came thither at the head of 
his army. Upon this, Malichus apprehending 
the worſt, adviſed Hyrcanus not to let him be 
admitted into the town. Hyrcanuis was eaſily 
brought to this, and pretended he did it becauſe 
the army being compoſed of foreigners and 
ſtrangers, could not lawfully mix amongſt a 
purified multitude. But Herod, ſhewing no 


regard to what the meſſengers ſuggeſted, got 


into the city by night, and put Malichus into 
the greateſt fear and conſternation ; however, 


he ceaſed not to continue his diſſimulation, and 


weep for Antipater, whom in all public places 
he mentioned as his particular friend, but 1t 
was only to preſerve his own perſon in fatety. 
Herod ſeeing this, judged it 1mproper, as the 
caſe was then, to tax him with his flattery and 
artifice, bur to remove all manner of ſuſpicion 
to ſeem inclinable once again to be reconciled 
ro him. | 
Notwithſtanding this, HFerod wrote to Caſſius 
about his father's death, who returning an an- 
{wer to his letter, mentioned in it the artful 
temper of Malichns, and advited him to re- 
venge his death. The tribunes at Bye had pri- 
vate orders ſent them to aſfift Herd, fo far as 
the juſtice of the cauſe required. Caſſius ha- 
ving taken Laodicea, the citizens, with preſents 
of ſheep and money, went to him, entertaining 
reat hopes, as ſoon as Herod arrived there, 
Malich1s would receive his deſerved puniſh- 
ment. But he, full of ſuſpicions of every 
thing, reſolved at fomething of a higher na- 
ture; for, knowing his ſon was kept an hoſtage 
at Jyre, he reſolved to enter the city, and 
take him out of it privately, and marching in- 
to Judea with him, endeavour, while Cans 
was buſied, to go and meet Anthony, to draw 


the nation to revolt, and by that means ſeize 


CHAP. III. 
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npon the government for himſelf, But God 
oppoſed his deſigns, and Herod, who was a 
of an inſinuating addreſs, having ſounded 75 
bottom of his intentions, ſent a ſervant to hin 
under a pretence of inviting him to an ente. 
tainment, to which he had given a general wel. 
come; but in fact to adviſe the tribunes to fall 
upon Malichus, and put him to death. In eye 
cution of this meſſage, they caught him * 
the ſhore by the city, and run him throw 
with their ſwords. This action ſo aſtoniſ}'y 
Hyrcanus, that he was ſpeechleſs. for fone 
time, but by degrees coming to himſelf |. 
asked Herod what had happened, and who 
had ſlain Malichus? He telling him 22 
had commanded it to be done, Hyrcanns ſeem. 
ed to commend the action, and to inſinuite 
that he had been a wicked man, and a trait 
to his country. And this was the puniſhment 
which Malichas ſuffered for his murthering 
Antipater, 
Caffius no ſooner had left Syria, but Ju; 
was involved in a ſedition. Felix being let 
at Hieroſolyma with an army, attack'd Phaſz], 
whereupon the citizens, to deſend him, reok 
up arms. Herod was now with Fabius the g. 
vernor of Damaſcus, and hearing of this ty. 
mulr, reſolved to go and aſſiſt his brother, 
but was prevented in his march with jIlnek, 
Phaſael, in the mean time, got the better a 
Felix, and obliged him to ſecure himſelf in: 
tower, out of which he let him go by con- 
poſition, and accuſed Hyrcanus, who was un- 
der ſeveral obligations to him, of openly abe. 
ting and aiding his enemies: For Malichiis 
brother having brought over ſeveral fortified 
places, among which was Maſſada, a caſtle 
the greateſt ſtrength, to a revolt, kept gatt- 
ſons of his own in them. But Herod, recote- 
ing from his indiſpoſition, marched quickly :. 
gainſt him to this place, and having diſpolleſes 
him of the ſeveral holds he had won, fuftete 
him, after he had compounded, to depatt. 


Herod drives Antigonus, the Son of Ariſtobulus, our of Judea, and with à lage lu. 5 
ſent of Money obtains Anthony's Favour, when be came into Bythynia, who, on 4: 


count of the Sum given him, would not hearken to the Accuſations brought gi 
him, Of the Letter Anthony wrote, in Favour of the Jews, to the Tyrians. 


TOLOMY, the ſon of Mennezns, on ac- 

count of the affinity between him and 
Antigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, the brother 
of Hyrcanus, brought him, now he had pro- 
cured Fabius's tavour with money, and raiſed 
an army, back into 7udea. Marion, whom 
Cafjins had left governor of Tyre, joined him. 
Caſſius, upon his ſeizing on Syria, had inveſted 
him with this government. Marion, firſt of all 
made an irruption into Galilee, which was con- 
tiguous to him, where ſeizing upon three caſtles, 
he put garriſons into them. Herod, however, 
attacking him, ſoon took from him all his ac- 
quiſitions, but very generouſly diſmiſſed the 
garriſons, to ſome of which he gave preſents 
on account of his kindneſs to the city. 'This 
done he met Antigonus, whom he engaged and 


defeated, and upon his attempting to * 
the frontiers of Fudea, drove him quite © 
When he came to Hieroſolyma, Hyrcans ly 
the citizens crowned him with garlands; "W 
by marriage he was nephew to 21a, wn 
ving married the daughter of Alexander, e 
of Ariſtobulus, by whom he afterwards 18 
three ſons and two daughters. He had ma 
before this a Plebeian wife, named * : 
by whom he had his eldeſt fon, named "i 
tipater, | hl I 

Ceſar and Anthony, in the mean "ip 
defeated Caſſius in the plains of 1 | 
is mentioned by other hiſtorians. Any = 
victory Cæſar marched into Ga, and 17 
ay into Aja. When he came to Aach I 
baſſadors from all parts paid their comp” 


Book XIV. my 
Jene alſo ſent their ambaſladors 
ro him Fhe Free ainſt Phaſael and Herd ; 


a 
with accuſations ag | 
repreſenting that Hyrcants had only the empty 


title of a Kingdom, and they enjoyed all the 


nim this time with Anthony, was in great AVON: 
= ..:;h him, and conſequently lictle regarde 


his accuſers ; nay, the ambaſſadors were not 
able to procure an audience, in which, they 
might offer their remonſrances. Herod's m 
ney, however, was the cauſe which induce 

Anthoay to tavour him in this particular manner. 
When he came to Epheſus, Hyrcanas the hiph- 
prieſt, and the whole body of our nation, de- 
uted other ambaſſadors, with a preſent of 
a gold crown, to go and petition him to 
write to his provincials, to ſet at liberty all 
thoſe Fews, whom Caſſius, not by the laws 
bt arms, had made priſoners, and to reſtore 
to them the lands which Caſſius had taken from 


them. Anthony judging their demands honour= 


able and fair, immediately wrote to Hyrcants 
and the Fervs, and alſo to the Tyrians, to the 
following effect: | 


and It huarc of the Jews, Greeting: 


F you are in health, *tis well; I and my 
army are alſo in health. Ly/amachns the 
ſon of Pauſanias, Foſephis the ton of Memne— 
us, Alexander the ſon of 7 heodorus, your am- 
baſſadors, appeared before me at Hpheſits, 
and renewed the ſame embaſſy which they 


exccuted the commands you gave them, 
with the teſtification of your good will to- 
& wards us. Now fince I am fully perſuaded, 
not only by your words, but alſo your ac- 
tions, that you are cordially affected to- 
WE wards us, and 1 have always obſerved your 
WE behaviour and piety to be conſtant and unal- 


thing for you. And ſince the enemies of us, 
aud our people have by their frequent inroads, 
committed great ravage and waſte over all 
½, neither ſparing the cities, or keeping 
Wer heir hands from the very temples of the 
= Cos, nor preſerving the. 10 


cg ding our own fafety as the ſecurity and 
gr nqulty of our people in general, have 
BP" icvcral encounters endeavoured to puniſh 

Wnoſc who have either injured: men, or diſho— 
oured the gods; tor the enormities of which 
ger: mcs, and the perfidious action committed 
aar, the veiy ſun itſelf looked down 
a vo auſpicious eye. Moreover, by the 
. 7 Ulitance ot the gods to revenge unjuſt at- 
1» pi, we have been able to defeat the 

LE '2's of thoſe, who ſeemed to threaten even 
een, and which were broached in the Ma- 
3 £40n12ns; and alſo to break in pieces that 
RK 3 band of men, raging with civil diſcord 
eee, Aeg an cer pie 
a 44% by feizing on every place 
* their rebellious deſigns, and fortify- 
| 2 The mounraing to the very ſea, that we 
bo h but one way left to eſcape. 
(hen he fled to Philippi, and was 
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Marc Anthony, General, to Hyrcanus the Prieſt, 


W undertook before at Rome, and tairhtully 


WE terable, I judge myſelf obliged ro do ſome- 


= credneſs of their 
oaths fo ſolemnly ſworn to, we, not To much 
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ſore preſſed by our beſieging him, received one 
common death with Caius by our means. 
Theſe two being thus deſervedly puniſhed, we 
are of opinion that peace will flouriſh for the 
future, and Aa be delivered from the hazards 
and vexations of war. The peace granted us, 


by the favour of the gods, we mutually enjoy 


with our friends, ſo that all A/a, by our victo- 
rious arms, is now recovering itſelf from its late 
dreadtul ſtate. It ſhall be my care always re- 
membring you, and the friendſhip of your na- 
tion, to tavour you to the utmoſt of my power, 
in any demands you ſhall or may make for the 
furure. I have proclaimed the contents ot 
your letter in every city, to the end all 
freemen and ſervants who have been ſold for 
ſlaves by order of Caſſius, or his officers, may 
have their liberty. And I ratity and confirm 
all herein granted either by me or Dolabel- 
Ja. 1 alſo prohibit the Tyrians from offering 
any injury to you, and command them to re- 
ſtore every thing they have already taken from 


the Fews. The crown, which you ſent me, 1 


received, 


Marc Anthony, General, to the Magiſtrates, 
. Senate, and people of the Tyrians, Greet- 
ing: 


HERE AS the ambaſladors ſent from 
Hyrcanus, high-prieſt and Erhuarc 


of the Jews, made their declaration to us at 


Epheſus, and repreſented, that you had ſeized 


upon the lands 1n his juriſdiction, during the 
time our enemies bore the ſway; we have 
now ſent to inform you, that in conſideration 
of our undertaking this war, for the defence 
of the empire, and our puniſhing, through a 
tender regard to piety and juſtice, a band of 
rebellious men, not only highly ungrateful, 
bur allo perjured to the laſt degree, 'tis our 
will that you preſerve peace with our allies, 
and every thing our adverſaries conferred up- 
on you not to keep to yourſelves, but give 
back to the right owners from whom they 
were taken. For the ſenate never inveſted 
one man among them either with the govern- 


ment of a province, or the condu&t of an ar- 


my, fo that every thing they obtained is 


purely owing to rapine and violence: And the 


gifts made to the inftruments of their own in- 
juſtice are the conſequences of the ſame out- 
rageous behaviour. And as they have been 
already deſervedly puniſhed, ſo we eſtcem it 
but an act of natural juſtice, that without an 

man's oppoſing ir, they ſhould be reſtored to 
their lawful rights. Beſides, if you retain at 
preſent in your hands any lands belonging to 
Hyrcanus the Ethuarc of the Fews, even but 
one day before Caius, by an unjuſtifiable war, 
invaded our province, we require you to re- 
ſtore them back, that, without any moleſtation 
or injury, they may enjoy them peaceably. 
But if you have any plea to offer in your de- 
fence, you are at liberty, when we ſhall come 
to thoſe places, to exhibit to us your ſeveral 


remonſtrances, for it is our pleaſure, that all 


our allies be maintained in their juſt rights and 
polleſſions, 5 


M. Anthony, 
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M. Anthony, General, to the Magiſtrates, Se- 
nate, and People of the Tyrians, Greeting: 


Have ſent you my decree, which J require 

- you to comply with, and ſee it engraved 

on public tables in Greek and Latin charatters, 

and fixed up in the moſt conſpicuous place, 

to the end, that every one may have liberty to 
inſpect it. | 


M. Anthony, General, one of the Triumvirs 
conflituted for the Management of publick Af- 
fairs, hath;thus ordained, That 


HEREAS Cains Caſ#us, during this 

revolt, hath ſeized upon a province, 
well garriſon'd, but not belonging to him, 
and hath committed his ravages upen the na- 
tion of the Jets, allies of the Roman people; 
we having, at laſt, by our victorious arms, put 


b CHA 
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a ſtop to his inſolent behaviour, and by our g 

crees rectified the diſorders his arms have 5 E 
are now reſolved that our allies be reſtoreg A 
their former poſſeſſions ; and that the perſon N 
goods of any Fews ſold be reſtored. hes N 
that their bodies have their former liberty 1 
their goods be returned to the right ” Sg 
Whoſoever ſhall preſume to act repugnant © 
this our decree, our will 1s, that he be pln * 
ed: And if he happM'to be apprehended. «. 
fhall take care that due correction be given hi. 
according to the particular nature of his Catia 
macy and offence, : 


Anthony wrote in the ſame manner to the 5; 
donians, Antioc hians, and Aradians, (a) which. 
in our opinion, we think very proper to be ta. 
ken notice of here as being inconteſtible f < 


of the great honour the Romans have Conſtant. 
ly done our nation. | ; 


p. VIII. 


Hexod and Phaſael, in Spite of the Accuſations of their Enemies, are conſlituted Te. 
trarchs, by Anthony. The Parthians bring Antigonus back into Judea, and 11; 
Hyrcanus and Phaſael Priſoners. The Flight of Herod and Deſtruction of Hyrcz 


nus and Phaſael. 


A NTHONMY, after this, coming into Syria, 


was met in his journey by Cleopatra in 
Cilicia, the ſight of whom inflamed his heart 
with love. Beſides an hundred of the moſt 


powerful among the Jews, bringing with them 


the moſt able men to defend their cauſe, 
came again to him, to offer their accuſations 
againſt Herod and his followers. Meſſala op- 
poſed their inſinuations in defence of the 
young men, Hyrcanus alſo being preſent, 
who was now Herecd's father-in-law. Anthony 
having heard this debate at Daphne, asked 
Hyrcanus who of the two had the better qua- 
likcations to govern the nation? Hyrcanus 
anſwering, Herod and his followers ; Anthony, 
who entertained not a little kindnefs for them 


on account of the familiarity contracted with 


their father, when he joined with Gabinins, 
made them both Tetrarchs, and entruſted them 
with the adminiſtration of the Fewifh affairs. 
He alſo wrote ſeveral letters in their favour, 


and impriſoned fifteen of their perſecutors, 


whom he had in all probability put to death, if 
Herod, by his interceſſion, had not moderated 
his anger. = 
However they could not reft ſatisfied af- 
ter they were returned from their embaſſy : 
But collecting a thouſand men of their own 
ſeditious principles, went to meet Anthony at 
Tyre, whither they had heard he was to come. 
Anthony, who had been bribed by a large ſum 
of money given by Herod and his brother, 
charged the governor of that place, to puniſh 
the Fewiſh ambaſſadors, whoſe only deſign 


3 , | i „1 

(a) Gronovius in his Book intitled Decreta. Romana e Afratica pro Judeis, in 8vo. to which I tek! #3 

Reader, may ſee there the Paſſages that ought to follow here, ( WO 
Anthony into Aſia. | 


was to raiſe new troubles and diviſions, 
commanding him at the ſame time to con- 
firm his authority to him. Herod, in the 
mean time (for the perſons were colleQed 
together on the ſands before the city,) took 
Hyrcanus at this time with him, and march. 
ing out to them, adviſed to depart, for 
if any contention or diſturbance was created, 
it would be attended with very fatal col 
ſequences. But though they were forewarn- 
ed by this remonſtrance, they would give n 
manner of regard to what he aid ; upon 
which a body of Roman ſoldiers ſallied out 
upon them, {laying ſome, and wounding other, 
thoſe who eſcaped fled haſtily home, and . 
prehending the worſt, preſerved themſelis 
for the future very quiet. The people, nut- 
withſtanding, were very loud in their murmius 
againſt Herod, at which Anthony, in a grid 
rage, commanded thoſe in priſon to be put i 
death. | 

In the ſecond (+) year Pecorus, ſon of ch 
king of the Parthians, and Barzapharis, * pee 
prince of that country, ſeized upon % ne 
And about this time died Prolomn, the 01% 
Mennæus; and his fon Lyſanias, having ti g 
himſelf into the government, contraſted 'F WM 
friendſhip with Autigonus the ſon of Ari 
making uſe of Barzapharzes's intereſt, i uy 
had much credit with Antigons, to that © i 
Antigonus had engaged himſelf to py = 
thouſand talents and five hundred ay” = 
provided they turned Hyrcanus ot * 
government, and ſettled him in it, aud? Bet 


þ) Meaning from the cott 
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death Herod and his followers, The money 
{ for, was depoſited ; notwithitanding, 
agree e raking Avtigonus with them, 
the Parthians taking ANUS 1 
marched into Fudea. Pacoruis taking the rout 
of the ſea coaſts, and Þarzapharnes of the in- 
land towns. The Tyrians ſhut their gates op 
on Pacorus, but the Sidonians and citizens 0 
Ptolomais received him. Pacorus, in the mean 
time, diſpatched a body, of horſe to ſurvey 
the country, and aſſiſt Antigonus, placing at 
the head of this troep, the king's cup-bearer, 
whoſe name alſo was Pc. The Fews in 
habiting mount Carmel, fiuding this, flock ' d 
to him, and ſhewed themſelves ready to join 
with him in making an irruption. Antigonts 
from this, began to enterrain hopes he might 
be able to recover part ot the country where 
be was, which was called Drymas. Others 
= who joined him, induced the reſt privately to 
march to H:ero/0/)ma, where being aſſiſted by a 
TR. ſtrong reintorcement, they went up to the pa- 
lace and beſieged it. N aßſael and Herod were 
immediately upon their guard, and a battle 
was fought in the market place, in which the 
young men got the better, obliging their ene- 
mies to ſecure themſelves in the temple. At- 
ter this they ſent armed men to guard the 
houſes ad joining, into which they curered, and 
finding the defendants deſtitute of all manner 
of aſſiſtance, they ſet fire to them, aud burnt 
them, together with the chemy within, to aſhes. 
But it was not long, betore Herod, with a great 
ſlaughter, took a ſevere revenge for this inju- 
rious treatment. 
Both ſides continued their skirmiſhes ; but 
the enemy was in great expectation of the pen- 
tecoſt, which is a 7 teltival, at which time 


8 


a vaſt multitude of people meet together from 
all parts of the country. And, indeed, when 
the day of this feaſt was come, ſeveral thou- 
WE ſands of perſons met together about the tem- 
ple, part of whom were armed, and part un- 


armed and deienceleſs, This great number 


i = poſſeſſed themſelves of the temple and the city, 
REM he palace, which Herod, with a ſmall 
1 party of ſoldiers defended, while Phaſael was 
EF entruſted with the cuſtody of the walls, Herod 
i in the mean time with his party, ſallied out 


" upon the enemy in the ſuburbs, and fought 
gwith ſo much bravery and reſolution, that 
lome thouſands were forced to fly before him, 
gone ciking reluge in rhe city, ſome in the 
he =; emple, and others behind rhe outward ditch 
er rampart, which was there. Nor was Pha- 
“! dow in giving proofs of his courage on this 
ceaſion, Pacorus, the general, ſeeing this, at 
ee lircaty of Antigonus, went into the city, 
ich a ew of his men, under a pretence of 
cis the ſedition, but in effect to obtain 
ee gocrnwent for Autigeuus. Pacorus meet- 
sh in his way, was kindly received by 
rn, upon which he artfully adviſed him in his 
n perſon to undertake an embaſſy to Barga- 
ne 
ad geſiga in his advice, conſented, without 
er once minding what his brother Herod, who 
doo well acquainted with the treachery of 
ordered, which was, to 

and all the reſt, who came 


_ is, had 
upon Por ys, 
$4: 
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death ambaſſadors 


PÞa/ael, little ſuſpecting any under- 
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Hyrcants,1n'the interim, and Phaſael, went 
upon the embaſſy, and Pacorus leaving a guard 
of two hundted men, and ten of thoſe they 
call freedmen, with Herod, conducted them. 
Upon their arrival at Galilee, the inhabitants 
of the cities there came out in their arms to 
meet them; but Bargapharnes was the firit 
in ſhewing them reſpect. He courteoully re- 
ceived, and loaded them with preſents ; bur 
theſe outward ſigns of friendſhip were only 
ſhewn to put his treacherous deſigns more e 
fectually in execution. Phaſae/, with his horſe, 
being quartered near the ſea coaſt, coming to 
hear how Antigonits had promiſed the PAH Hi- 
ans a preſent of a thouſand talents, and five 
hundred talents for diſpatching them, began 
to ſuſpect the Barbarians 5 Nor were his 
fears without foundation ; for a man came 
and told him that there was a deſign formed 
againſt him that very night, and a guard plant- 
ed to, ſecure his perſon ; and in all probability 
he and his followers had been apprehended, 
if the Parthians had not waited to hear of 
Herod's being taken at Hierojolyma For it 
Hyrcanus and Phaſac! had been {lain firſt, 
Herod coming to hear of it, might have found 
an opportunity to make his eſcape. In eftect, 
the matter proved to be fo as was feared, for 
the guards were preſently diſcovered. Upon 
this diſcovery ſeveral adviſed Phaſael to mount 


on horſeback and make his eſcape by flight 


without any delay; but particularly OyHe lu, 
who had received intelligence of this plot from 
S$arametla, one ot the richeſt men amongſt the 
SHiriaus, who had alſo promiſed him the aſſiſt- 
ance of ſome ſhips to ſecure his retreat, as 
being then on the coaſt : But PHaſacl was too 
generous to abandon his friends, or leave 
Hyrcanus and his brother Herod in ſo much 
danger. He therefore went himſclt to Barg a- 
pharnes, and repreſented ro him the diſho- 
nour of his deſign, in baſely attempting ſuch: 
an action againſt them ; for if it was money 
he wanted, he was able to give him a much larger 
ſum than Antigonrs could do. Beſides, it was 
a moſt diſhonett action to attempt putting to 
who were innocent, and 
were come to him on the aſſurance of his ho- 
nour. But the Barbarian, having liſtened to 
this remonſtrance, ſwore his ſuſpicions were 
without foundation, and that he was in the 
wrong to trouble him with ſuch vain ſuſpicions; 
after which he went his way to Pacorus. 

After he was gone, ſome of the Parthians 
ſeized upon Hyrcanus and Phaſael, who loud- 
ly exclaimed againſt the perfidy of the Par- 
thians. Ihe cup-bearer, in the mean time 
was diſpatched away to Hieroſolyina to Herod, 
with poſitive orders to draw him by ſome 
means or other without the walls, and there 
apprehend him. But Pha/ze} had beforchand 


ſent meſſengers to acquaint him with the 
diſhonourable uſage of the Parthions, who 


had the misfortune to be taken in their way 
by the enemy. Upon this Herod went to 
expoſtulate the matter with Pacorus, and 
the principal leading men of the Parthians ; 


but they, all the while privy to the. deſign, 


cunningly diſſembled all, and told him, 


| it was 
his buſineſs to go out of the walls with them, 
SL and 


—_— = 
and meet the perſons who brought his bro- 
ther's letters, for that the enemy had not ſeiz*'d 
them by the way, bur they were coming to 
let him underſtand the ſucceſs of his brother 
Phaſae!. However, Herod gave no ear to their 
ſpecious pretences, having received news by 
other perſons of his brother being apprehend- 
ed. His ſuſpicions of the Parthians treachety 
were now very much increaſed by Alexandra, 
the daughter of Hyrcanus, (whoſe daughter he 
was engaged to marry) though other people 
ſeemed to give no credit to her words, yet he 
remained fixed in his belief of what ſhe had 
told him. 5 : | 


While the Parthians were conſulting what 


meaſures to take, (for they were not of opi- 
nion it was prudence to Nack openly fuch a 

perſon as Herod was) and had put off the buſi- 

neſs till next day, Herod, more and more 

alarmed with the news of his brother's im- 

priſonment, and the treacherous defigns of the 

Parthians, reſolved, as ſoon as it was dark, to 

make his eſcape, and not tarry any longer, as 

if there was no danger to be apprehended from 

the enzmy. With this view he took all the 

ſoldiers he had, and having placed the women 
upon aſſes, with his mother and ſiſter, and 

the daughter of Alexander the ſon of Ariffo- 

bulus, whom he was to marry, and her mo- 

ther, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngeſt 

brother, together with his houſhold, and a nu- 

merous company of other perſons, without let- 

ting the enemy know a word of it, he march- 

ed towards Jdumea. Any man at ſuch a fight, 
muſt have had an heart of ſteel, not to have 
lamented their condition, the women carrying 
their babes along with them, and with floods 
of tears in their eyes, and deep ſighs leaving 

their native country, and their friends in con- 

finement, and having no room to expect any 

better fortune. 

Herod, all the way, with a foul above the 
rage of cruel fortune, and though dan 
hung all the while over his head, yet be- 
| haved himfelt like a man of true courage. He 
exhorted all his company to be andaunted, and, 
not in the leaſt to give any way to ſorrow, 
which would be of no advantage to them, 
but only hinder them 1n their flight, in which 
alone was placed their entire hope of ſafety ; 
encouraged by this admonition, they endea- 
vour'd to ſtifle their uneaſineſs, and bear up 
againſt the ſtrong tide of their misfortunes. 
But Herod had the ill fortune to meet with an 
accident, which was very near making him lay 
violent hands upon himſelf; for the chariot in 
which he rode, happening to turn over, his 
mother was in danger of loſing her life by it. 
His concern for her put him into a prodigious 
fright; and he apprehended this accident 
would occaſion a long delay, whereby his ene- 
mies would gain time enough to come up with 
him, and apprehend him. He drew his ſword, 


and was upon the point of ſtabbing himſelf, 


when a number of his followers ſurrounding 
him, hindered him from his attempt, and told 
him it was not a time for him to leave them 
expoſed to the power of their enemies ; for 
a brave man would never endeavour to deli- 
ver himſelf alone out of danger, and leave his 


FL Avius Josrrfvts. 


friends in the ſame extremity. Upon this te. 


executing his deſign, was in a mant 
to deſiſt from his purpoſe ; his mother tec 
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monſtrance, Herod, partly throug ſhame 
what was hinted to him, and partly throy h 
the number of perſons who hindred him from 


er fotceg 


vering herſelf, and remedies being applied tg 


her, as well as the neceſſity of the time would 


allow, he proſecuted his intended journey, and 


haſtened his march to the caitle Maſſada : Bur 
in his paſſage had ſeveral skirmiſhes with 


Parthians, over whom he conftantly got 8 
victory. | 

But during his flight he was not ſafe ſtom 
the very Fews themſelves ; for having got 
clear of Hieroſolyma not above ſixty furlongz. 
they ſet upon him in the road. However 0 
had the good fortune to defeac them, maine 
them retreat in diforder, and ſhewing on his 
part, all the form and exactneſs of good if. 


cipline, and not as if he had done it through 
neceſſity or deſpair. When he came afterwards 


to be king, he built in the very place where 
he had thus overcome the Fews, a moſt ſtately 
and magnificent palace, ſutrounding i: with z 
city, and giving it the name of FHerogigs, 
Upon his arrival at a certain place in I 
mea, named Thraſſa, his brother Fo/eph comes 
to him, to conſult on what meaſures were 


neceſſary to be taken in their preſent con- 


dition, ſince ſo prodigious a multitude, excly- 
five of the mercenary troops, had followed him, 
that Maſſad a, to which they intended to re- 
treat, would not be large enough to contiin 
them, In the concluſion he diſmiſſed aboye 
nine thouſand, (the major part of them) order- 
ing them to diſperſe themſelves up and down 
Idumea, and ſhitt for themſelves, but at depart 
ing he gave them money to defray their exper. 
ces in travelling. After this, he ſingled out al 
who were of greateſt ſervice, and marched with 
them to the caſtle, which was well ſtored wit 
proviſions, water, and other neceſſaries, n 
which placing the women, and his friends 
about eight hundred in number, he directed 
his rout to Petra in Arabia, In the mai 
time, as ſoon as it was day, the Part hin, 
without controul, rifled every thing they ne 
with in Hieroſolhma, and the palace; on 
Hyrcanus's money, amounting to about titt 
hundred talents, eſcaped their hands. Hs 
effects alſo, which he had prudently taken nic 
him into Idumea, were happily preſetvedat tl 
time. However, when the Parthians foi 
not ſpoil enough to ſatisfy their avarice, * 
went out of the city, and ravaged all thc f 
urbs, and laid Mariſſa, a very rich city, Re 
with the ground. j 
Antigonus in this manner, by the afſitar 


of the king of the Parthians, was ban 
back into Fadea, whereupon N ; 


Hyrcanus and Phaſael in chains; . " 
great perplexity at the women 8 eſcaps . 
for theſe he deſigned for the Dtn 
part of the promiſe he was under * 

He had apprehenſions of Hyrcauis, þ 1 
guarded by the Parthians, being * 1 
the people, and reſtored to the kin gdom 9 


to deprive him of any hopes © hs i 


| . MS. at MG I 4 N 
fore he cut off his ears, thinking by th ot 3 
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ſor the future, becauſe the law ex- 
407 chat no perſon, but who 1s perfect 
in all his members, ſhall enjoy that office. But 
Phaſael's ꝑreatneſs of ſpirit cannot but ſurpriſe 
any one who hears it; for when he was ac- 
quainted that he was to die, he never made any 
emotions, as if death had been terrible, or had 
torments in it: He, indeed, judged death in- 
flicted upon him by his enemies as very baſe 
and diſhonourable ; and therefore, by reaſon 
of his chains, not having liberty enough to lay 
hands upon himſell, he daſhed his head againſt 
| a ftone, and by that means put an end to his 
= lic; thinking it much more honourable, in the 
circumſtances he was then in, to ſnatch out of 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


0 


their hands the power of killing him according 


to their own will. It is ſaid, that having gi- 


ven himſelf a conſiderable wound, Antigonus 


hired phyſicians, who, under colour of curing 
him, killed him, by applying poiſonous plaif⸗ 
ters to his wound. Notwithſtanding, he had 
the ſatisfaction, before he gave up the ghoſt, 
to hear the agreeable news from a certain wo- 
man, that his brother Herod had eſcaped out 
of the hands of the enemy: Upon which he 
ſeemed to bear the laſt moments of his life with 
chearfulneſs, as leaving behind him one who 
would revenge his death, and who had the 
power to take due puniſhment upon his enemies, 


CHAP. XIV. 


. Of Herod' Retreat from the King of Arabia, bis haſtening into Egypt, and going 


E R O D, though ſurrounded by misfor- 
tunes, ſtill maintained his ground, and 
inſtead of deſpairing, was rather inſpired to 
find out opportunities of exerting greater 
fortitude, and ſhewing marks of more ſur- 
prizing courage. He went to Malchns, king 
of the Arabians, who was under ſeveral obli- 
gations to him, with a deſign either to borrow 
a ſum of money, or receive it ot him by way 
of conſideration for the many fignal tavours he 
: had done him. He was ſtill in great uncer- 
EE tainty how his brother's affairs went, and there- 
fore he was very ſollicitous to get him out of 
the hands of his enemies, though his ranſom 
ſhould coſt him even three hundred taleiits : 
With this view he took with him Pha/ae/'s fon, 
about ſeven years of age, in order to pledge 
= him to the Arabians. But Malchas, to prevent 
his coming, ſent him a meſſenger to order him 
do return back, being charged by the Part hi- 
EE ans not to receive him (this was done under 
colour not to return the pledge which Anti- 
pater had depoſited in their hands, and of this 
it was believed, ſome of the principal Ara- 
= 0495s were the cauſe:) Hercd returned anſwer 
that he came with no view of giving any diſ- 


We the king, 
manner. 
= HU4crod judging it prudence to depart, acted 
We with a great deal of caution, and made ÆAgypt 
his rour; but in his journey he took the wa 
of a certain temple, where he had left ſeveral 
got his Partizans. The day following, arri- 
eig at Rhinocolura, he received the melancho- 
1 news there of his brother's fate. Mal- 
%, in the mean time, repenting himſelf of 
bat he had done, travelled after Herod, but 
all in vain, he being near Pelnſium, which was 
doo conſiderable a diſtance from him to come 
up with him. When he came here, the ſhips 
| d for Alexandria, would not take him 
| 3 oa 2 he went to the magiſtrates 
ad roch -"y «ho, with great marks of honour 
K pect, conducted him into the city, where 
1 A 1 detained by Cleopatra. Notwithſtand- 
- e could not prevail upon him to ſtay, 


which concerned him in a principal 


— 
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W turbance, but only to negotiate an affair with 


thence to Rome; of the great Sum of Money he promiſed Anthony; and of his 
being created King of Judea by the Senate, and Calar, 


being eager to go to Rome, though the weather 
was very tempeſtuous, and frequent reports 
ſpread about of great commotions and troubles 
raiſed in Italy. | 
Fixed in his reſolution he weighed anchor 
thence for Pamphylia, but in his paſſage met 
with ſo violent a form, that with great diffi- 
culty he got into Rhodes, the lading of the 
ſhip being torced to be caſt overboard. Here 
he met with two of his particular friends, 
which were Sappinas and Ptolomy. He found 
the town reduced to a miſerable condition by 
the war carried on againſt Caſſius, which though 
his circumitances were then low, he endea- 
voured to repair, by contributing towards that 
end even more than he could well ſpare. Im- 


mediately atter this, he ordered a veſſel to be 


built, in which weighing anchor for Italy, be 
came to Brundn/zum * Whence travelling to 
Rome, he went to Anthony, the firſt perſon to 
whom he diſcovered the misfortunes he had 
undergone in Judea, and the impriſonment of 
his brother by the Parthians, who had put him 
to death. He told him alſo of the captivity 
of Hyrcanus, and Antigonus being created king, 
through a promiſe of giving them a thouſand 
talents, and five hundred women of noble ex- 
traction, nay, of his own blood, whom he had 
conveyed away in the night time, and deliver- 
ed from their enemies, after a ſeries of ſeve- 
ral cruel hardſhips and mistortues. Laſtly, he 
acquainted him, that his Parti2ans were in ex- 
treme danger in the place they now were in, 
being cloſely beſieged. That for his part, he 
had failed through the midſt of tempeſts, and 
diſpiſed all manner of danger on no other ac- 
count than to haſten to him, in whom he had 
placed his only hope of ſafety, and who was 
the maſter of his good or bad fortune. 

Anthony was too compaſſionate to diſregard 
the chang' d condition of Herod, reflecting with 


himſelf on the inſtability of fottune, and thar 


even great rulers and goyernors are oftentimes 
made her ſport; he brought to his remem- 
brance the memory of Antipater, whoſe friend- 
ſhip and kindneſs he had experienced; and 
conſidered the ſum of money he was to have 


upon 
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348 
upon advancing Herod to the kingdom, as he 
had betore made him a Tetrarch ; but he was 
more moved by his hatred to Antigonus, whom 
lie looked upon as a dangerous perſon to the 
Reman ſtate, full of ſedition, and its profeſt 
enemy. Upon the concluſion of all theſe 
conliderations, he was inclined to relieve Herod 
in all his demands. Nor was Cæſar, who bore 
a thorough ſenſe in his own breaſt of the mi- 
litary engagements Autipater had performed 
with his father, and of his profound reſpect 
and cordial friendſhip to him in all things, and 
alſo that he might oblige Anthony, ſtudious to 
promote Henad's intereſt, leſs zealous to gra- 
tify him in the ſeveral demands he came to 
make. In ſhort, the ſenate was aſſembled, and 
Meſſala and Atratinus introduced Herod, and 
each made a ſpeech, in which they recounted 


the ſignal favours they had received from his 


father, and his vaſt reſpect and regard for the 
Roman tate, accuſing at the ſame time, and 
repreſenting Autigonus as an enemy to the Ro- 
mans, not only on account of his former misbe- 
haviour to them, but the late contempt he had 
ſhewed of them, in receiving the kingdom at 
the hands of the Part hians. The ſenate, upon 
this remonltrance, ſeeming not very well pleaſed, 
Athy 1 i2pt into the midſt of the fathers, and 
reminded them of the neceſſity there was to 
make //erod king, in order to finiſh the war 
with the Parthiaug. This propoſition meeting 
wich a general approbation, the tathers decreed 
It accordingly. 
Anthoay's reſpect to Herod in this affair was 
very remarkable, not only becauſe he procured 
him this high honour beyond his own hopes or 


expectations (having had no deſign by his jour- 


ney to Rome to obtain the kingdom for himſelf, 


for he did not in the leaſt imagine the Romans 


would have granted ſuch a requeſt, had he made 
it, having always given ſuch dignities to perſons 
of royal extraction, but only to procure it for 
the brother of his wife Mariamne, the nephew 
of Ar:/tobulus by the father's iide, and Hyrca- 
nur by the mother's,) but accompliſhed it in 
ſcyen days, and that ſo effectually, that he was 


CHAT. I9.- 


Herod ſails out of Italy into Judea, and encounters Antigonus. Of the other Ati 
dents which happened about this Time in Judea. 


E ROD being now returned from Italy 

to F:0/5::ais, and joined by a numerous 
army, conſiſting of auxiliaries, and men of his 
own country, marched with all the haſte he 
could through Gg , to meet Antigonus : 
He was allo joined by Silo and Ventidius, ac- 
cording to the commands they had received 
from Authony by Dellins, to give Herod, on 
his return, all poſſible ſuccour. But Ventidius 
at this time was buſied in quieting a ſedition- 
tomented by the Parthians in ſeveral cities, 
and Silo, biaſſed by the preſents of money Au- 
tigonus made him, remained quiet in Fudea. 
Notwithſtanding, Herod, all the way he march- 
ed, conſiderably increaſed the number of his 


forces, all Galilee, excepting a very inſigni- 


Fiavius JosEPHUS 


to Maſſada, which was in want of nothin 


being diſpatched to drive the Partſhians out df 


Book XIV 
at liberty to go out of Italy when he pleaſed 
But Herod afterwards, as we ſhall ſhew in itz 
proper place, put this young man to death 
Upon the breaking up of the ſenate, 4y;þy,, 
and Ceſar leading Herod in the middle 
them, went, accompanied with the conſuls and 
other magiſtrates, to perform ſacrifice, and te. 
polited the decree in the capitol ; and Anthon 
in the firſt year of Herod's reign; gave hin”; 
very magnificent entertainment. In this man. 
ner did Herod obtain the kingdom in the one 
hundredth and eighty fourth Olympiad, Caiga 
Domitius Calvinus, a ſecond time and Anil 
Pollio, being conſuls. 

All this time Antigonus laid vigorous ſiege 


but water, the ſcarcity of which was ſo great, 
that Joſephus, Herod's brother, with a party of 
two hundred men, was upon the point of with. 
drawing to the Arabians, having received in. 
telligence that Malelins was forty for his ingta- 
titude: But God, by ſending down a large 
ſhower of rain, hindred him from the deſign he 
had formed; for having filled all their citterns 
with water, they laid aſide their reſolution of 
making their retreat; and taking heart fron ü 
what had unexpectedly happened to them, con- 
cluding it was ſent by divine providence, they 

made frequent fallies upon Antigonus's men, 

ſometimes openly, and at other times privately, 


| whereby they ſlew a great number of them; n MA 


the mean while Veniidius, the Roman general, 


Syria, went afterwards to Judea, where he pre 
tended to aſſiſt Fo/ephns, but his artifice yas 
to extort a ſum of money from Antigouus; to 
this end encamping very near Hieroſolyma, be 
got a pretty large ſum from Antigonus, aud 
moved off with the major part of his army; 
but that his deſign might not be diſcovered, he 
left Silo to command a party of his men, whon We 
Antigonus, to outward view, entertained very We 
reſpe&tully, apprehending otherwiſe he mit ep 
be of great prejudice to him, whilſt he waited WB \& 
for the Parthians coming once more to 5 
aſſiſtance. 


ficant party, eſpouſing his intereſts. 705 = 
was the only hindrance he found in his - 5 

againſt thoſe who were ſat down detnes 4 
ada, which place he thought himſel - 1-0 
an indiſpenſible duty to relieve, as the nh 1 
conſiſted of his own relations and kind 


1 
o Gp, 
8 


Now as Joppa declared againſt 1 5 3 
thought | it abſolutely neceſſaty 5 ro/019m = 
that his enemies, while he N py 1 

, efel e 
might not have a place ot de 1,, finding Wn 


him to fortify themſelves in. $0, i on 
favourable opportunity to retire, me Jo = 
and was vigorouſly purſued by t Is 
upon which Herod charged them *.. 


5 1 ht . = 
party of his men, put them to flig «ket 5 1 
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Having taken 7 p, he md all ate baſs 
relieve his friends in Maſſada. A gre 
I joined his army, ſome through 
ber ot ſtrangers joine Ys Dot 
the kindneſs they bore to his father, ome 
through reſpect of his valour, and others Dy 955 
Accounts, but the majority through 1 7 hop 
they entertained of his becoming their ng. 
As he marched at the head of a poweriu 
ſupply of forces, Antigonus far ambuſhes 
in all the avenues and paſſes of any impor- 
tance, but all his precaution was of no uſe; 
for Herd, having drawn his friends out of 
Maſſ:da, and taken the fortreſs of Threſſa, 
marched directly to Hiero/olyma, followed by 
| $1/0's forces, and a great number of the Hiero- 
hmites, who were afraid of his encreaſing 
power. 0 | 
welt fide of the city, but the guards poſted 
in that quarter, ſhowered their darts and ar- 
rows upon him: nay, ſeveral times they ſal- 
= lcd our upon him, and did him a great deal 
W of injury. Herod order'd proclamation to be 
made about the walls, © That he came with no 
1 other motive than the ſole benefit of the people 
and the welfare of the city, his intentions be- 
ing far from puniſhing thote who had been his 
moſt open enemies, or to call to an account 
ade malicious deſigns of his moſt inveterate 
adrerſaries.“ Antig ontts to this repreſentation 
made anſwer, by addreſſing himſelf to /e and 
the Ronan army, That it would be acting in 
D oppoſition to equity, and the conſtant cuſtom 
ot the country, to inveſt Herod with the go- 
BS vcrnment of the kingdom, who was a private 
man, and an Idumean, that is, but half a 
? =Þ © 7ew, when the right of ſucceſſion to the re- 
gal honours belong'd to perſons only of a roy- 
al deſcent: And that if they had any diſlike 
BS to him, and were reſolved, becauſe he had re- 
Bagg ccived the kingdom from the Parthians, to de- 
BE throne hm; yet, there were ſeveral of his re- 
SE lations, who had an inconteſtible claim to the 


miſdemeanor againit the Rowan ſtate, and 
= bcing prieſts, it would be great injuſtice to 
RS dcprive them of that honour,” While theſe 
Whips were diſputing, in which matters ran to 
== g:cat height, Autigonus ordered his men to 
rie the enemy from the walls. The darts 
es in ſhowers, and the defendants plied the 
gc licgers ſo warmly from their towers, that 

ey ſoon put them to flight. 
0 now gave a plain demonſtration that 
gc ha been bribed by money and preſents; 
r he had wronght ſo effectually with a great 
wber of his ſoldiers, that "A made loud 
pn plints of the ſcarcity of proviſions, and 
ded money to purchaſe ſome, and in- 
Wc on being drawn off to ſome convenient 
rer quarters, Autigonus having ravaged all 
carry about the city, by which every 
eas taken from them neceſſary to their 
RP "ance. Upon theſe complaints, Silo roſe 
Tt his army, and made a ſhew of march- 
1; RR £27707 finding this, was very im- 
e wich the officers under %, and the 
ss, noc to leave him in his preſent neceſ- 
1 a lent by Cæſar, Anthony, and the 
e and that he would ſee and ſupply 
f No 115 neceſſary proviſions, and afford 


Upon his arrival he encamped on the 


ſacceſſion, and having been found guilty of no 
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them an abundance of every thing they were 
in want of. After he had uſed theſe intreaties 


| Herod ſent ſome of his men immediately over the 


country to fetch proviſions, ſo that S could 
not now without great diſhonour offer to de- 
part ; for they brought back ſuch ſtores of pro- 
viſions, as exceeded every man's expectation. 
Beſides, he ordered his friends who were at 
Samaria, to lay up ſtores of corn and wine, 
oil and ſheep, and all other neceſſaries ar 
Fericho, that the army for the time to come 
might have no room to complain of wanting 
any thing. Antigonus ſoon came to hear of theſe 
tranſactions, upon which, with all poſſible haſte, 
he ſent ſeveral detachments into the fields, to 
hinder and annoy the foragers. Antigonus's or- 


ders were put in execution, and a numerous 


body of his army laid about Fericho and the 
mountains to watch the motions of the con- 
voys. Nor was Herod idle while theſe things 
were in agitation ; but raking ten troops of 
ſoldiers, five of which were Romans, and the 
other five Fews, with a great number of other 
mercenaries, and a ſmall party of horſe, he 
marched to Fericho, which he found deſerted 


by the inhabitants, and five hundred men, 


who with their wives and children had fled 
to the tops of the mountains, he took and diſ- 
miſled. But the Romans entered into the town, 
which they rifled, and plundered the houſes, 
well ſtored with all manner of valuable effects. 
Herod leaving a garriſon in Fericho, returned 
back, having firſt aſſigned thoſe places, which 
had ſurrendered to him, to the Roman army 
to winter in. On the other hand, Antigonns, 
by the preſents he made Slo, obtained, that 
part of the Roman army might be quartered 
in Ly4da, thinking hereby to procure Anthony's 
favour. And thus the Romans, being now at 
peace from any hoſtilities, lived in great plenty 
of all things. 

Herod, however, had no deſigns to live 
without action, but ordered his brother Jo/e- 
phus into Idumca with an army of two thou- 
ſand foot and eight hundred horſe. In the 
mean while he marched himſelf into Sama- 
ria, where placing his mother and the reſt 
of his kindred, whom he had brought from 
Maſſada, he went directly into Galilee, de- 
ſigning to lay ſiege to ſome places in which 
Antigonus had put garrifons. Upon coming 
up, in a deep ſnow to Sepphoris, he found the 
garriſon privately withdrawn, which Antigonus 
had left there, and a prodigious quantity of 
proviſions. Afterwards, upon finding a gang 
of robbers skulking and reſiding in dens and 
caves, he diſpatched a troop of horſe, and three 
regiments of foot againſt them, to reduce 
them to a better behaviour : Now the places 
they inhabited adjoined to Arbela. Forty days 
after this he marched himſelf againſt them, at 
the head of all his army ; upon which the ene- 
my, with great reſolution, charged upon him, 
whereby the left wing of his forces was o- 
bliged to give ground ; but he, appearing at 
the head of the troop which he commanded, 
preſently put his enemies to flight, and rallied 
again his ſcattered troops, and purſued the 
enemies through ſeveral paſſes, as far as the 


river Fordan. By this means all Galilee, ex- 
111 cept 
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cept a few who took ſhelter in their caves, 


was reduced to his obedience. After this, he 
gave every common ſoldier in his army an 
hundred and fifty drachms ot filver as a re- 
ward, and to his officers in proportion, and 
then diſmiſſed them into their winter quarters. 
In the mean time S/ and his officers came and 
told him that Antigenus had retuſed to allow 
them proviſions any longer than one month: 
Beſides that, he had ordered ſome ot his men 
to go and acquaint the iuhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring country to take every thing out of 
the fields, and carry it up to the mountains, 
whereby the Roman would be reduced to a 
neceſſity of periſhing with hunger. Herod, to 
prevent this, gave orders to his youngeſt bro- 
ther Pheroras to inſpect into chis affair, and 
repair the fortreſs ot He νν,ͥT iu, which he 


. with ſo much diligence and diſpatch, 
( 


nat the army was ſupplied with all manner of 
proviſions, and the fortreſs of Alexandrium re- 
built. 

Anthouv was at this time at Athens, and 
Veutidius in Syria, where he ordered $:/o to 
join him againſt the Pait/:2ns, but bad him 
in the firſt place to aſſiſt Herod, and then em- 
ploy his forces to the relief of his own af- 
fairs, But Herod, marching with all imagina- 
ble haſte to drive the remainder of the robbers 
out of their lurk ing holes, ſent / to Venri= 
dins: Theſe caves were in the molt rocky moun- 
rains, having very narrow and fteep entrances, 
and ſurrounded on every fide with ſharp and 
pointed craggs ; and they ſerved not only for 
places of retreat to the robbers, bur alſo for 
a conſtant habitation for them and their fami- 
lies. The king made {cveral cheits, and tying 
them to iron chains, let them down from the 
top of the mountain by the aſſiſtance of an en- 
gine provided for that purpoſe : For, upon 
ſurveying the piace, he found it impracticable 
to creep up from the bottom to the top of the 
mountain, by reaſon ot its prodigious ſteepneſs, 
or to deſcend from the top to them. "Theſe 
cheſts he filled with armed men, and gave 
large crooks of iron to draw out thoſe who 
made reſiſtance, and throw them headlong 

down. The letting down of theſe cheſts, con- 
ſidering the vaſt depth of the mountain, was 
a very dangerous action ; beſides, the men 
within the caves were provided with all man- 
ner of neceſſaties. As ſoon as the cheſts 
were let down, not a man of them who were 
in the caves, durſt ſhew his head, but appre- 
hending the worſt, kept themſelves quietly 
pent up within. One of the armed men, ſee- 
ing this, and vexed at the delay they made to 
reſiſt them, took his ſword, and catching hold 
with both his hands of the chain to which his 
cheit hung, he leapt to the mouth of one of 


the caves, where with his darts he forced a 


great many to retire farther in; ſome who of- 
tered to ſtand upon their defence he pulled 
out with his iron crook, and threw headlong 
down; and ſeveral others, who had planted 
themſclves at ſome diſtance within their holes, 
he attacked and cut off their heads. And ha- 
ving performed thus much, he got again into 


his cheſt; the cries and lamentations raiſed 
on this occaſion extremely zerrified the reſt, 
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claiming an indemnity to all who would 8 
t. 


Book XI 
who could hardly hope for any ſafety, | 


the night coming on put a ſtop to a c 
of this action: Upon which. the ko clic 


render themſelves, great numbers ca 
accordingly. 

The day following, they uſed the UA 
fame manner of attack, but fought from 40 oh 
cheſts with more reſolution, and plieq « 
mouths of the caves with greater 
ing fire into them, by which they were 5 
in a blaze; for they put a great deal of 12 5 
buſtible matter into them. There was in a 
of the caves an old man with his wife 8 
ſeven children, who deſiring he would 1 : 
them leave to go out and ſurrender 1 „ 
ſelves into the hands of their enemies ſort ; 
in the mouth of his den, and ſtabbeg ever; 
one of his ſons as they followed one another F120 
out, and atter them his wile, and having throyn MWg 


me out 


them headlong down the rock, threw hing 
laſt of all upon them, preferring death by thi WA a 
action, to an ignoble ſervitude. Pefcte e 


committed this act of deſpair, he caſt feyery 
reflections on Herod, on account of his men 
birth, though the king (who was an eye vi. 
neſs of what he did) reached out his hand 
and by figns endeavoured to make him fe. 
ble, that he might expect all manner of fecy: 
rity. And thus were all the caves deſtroyed, 
The king having made Pto/omy general oye 
the men in this quarter, marched into Saas 
with ſix hundred horſe and three thoufand foot 
with a reſolution to give Autigonus battle; bu 
Ptolomy met with very ill fortune in his govert- 
ment ; for a party of thoſe people, who had 
given Galilee ſo much difturbance, made a #v- 
rious ſally upon him, and killed him, and tn 
withdrawing into the tenny and inacceſib: WR 
places, committed their ravages over all ti: 
country. Herod at his return, puniſhed then 
all according to their deſerts, killing ſome, b. 


life in battle, and the Parthian aftairs bell 
in a bad ſituation, Ventidius, at the initigatil 
of Anthony, ſent Macheras to Hered vwiti 
reinforcement of two legions and a thouſard 
horſe. But Macheras, ſome way or other bi. 
ſed by Antigonus, or bribed by his mo) 
inſiſted againſt Herod's advice, to go and male 
a diſcovery of his deſigns. Antigonts wi 0 
cunning not to underſtand upon what er ny 
he came; whereupon he refuſed to admit uh _- 
and kept him back with ſlings and fe 
plainly ſhewing him how he {ſtood alle 
to him. Macheras, finding by this, mr 
had refuſed following good advice, and * oy 
in his neglecting to obey Hercd N. 22 
he had been guilty of a groſs error, W * = 
into the city Emmaus ; but happening to 2. 1 
with ſome Jews in his way, he tell upon % mn 
and flew every man, whether friend 54 ' 
among them, being extremely enraged : mn 
had happened to him. But the King! 4 6 
ly exaſperated at this proceeding, a *, me 


ſieging others, who had ſhut themſelves up n 
the fortified places, putting them to death, . EY 
razing their fortreſſes to the ground. And vv 
ving thus quieted the ſedition, he laid a tb 
of an hundred talents on their cities. 1 

In the mean time, Pacoriis having loſt li * 


Book XIV. 
to Samaria, reſolving to acquaint Anthony with 
ir, and that he ſtood in need of no ſuch allies, 
who were a greater injury to him than Wo 
nemies, ſince he was in a condition of 5 795 | 
to oppoſe Anitg ons. Macheras poſted after 
him, and begged him not to go ; but if he was 
folicitous to do ſo, he deſired him to let him 
have his brother 7 o/ephns, while he laid ſiege to 
Antipoants. Herod, at length, upon the earneſt 
intreaties of Macheoras, was reconciled to him, 
and leaving Joſephs with the army, he adviſed 
him to avoid all manner of contention, and not 


WWorcmoit pacty of his company was put to 
a 8 8 f 4 a . ö ; 

bt; upon which Herd ruſhing upon them 
ed them. This turn of good fortune anima- 
ed his men, and gave them new liopes ; thoſe 


bo had fled, turned back, and began a deſpe- 


ae fight, in which the Barbarians received 


ed, and recovering the booty he had loſt, and 
Wo a vaſt quantity of aſſes and other things, 
gr oſccurc his intended journey. In his jour- 
ey onvards, he attacked ſome other parties 


ecolucioa, that he entirely routed and put them 
flight, killing a great number of them, and 
curing au open and free paſſage to his com- 
ay qduring thc remainder of their journey, 
ho, lor the ſignal ſervice, called him their 
= our and protector, 

pon bis coming near Samoſata, Anthony 
et out the flower of his army to meet 
„%, deſigning to pay him this mark of 
—_—r, and lend him his aſſiſtance; for he 
heard how the Barbarians had attacked 
_ When they were met together, he 
cd extremely rejoiced, and having liſtened 
all the accidents which had befallen him 


—_ the road, he began to entertain grateful 


—_ nts of his courage, and ſhewed him 


e particular marks of favour. Anthony, 
is lirſt coming into his preſence, embraced 
ma very tender manner, and treated him 


= 43 nonourably 

RSS. . = E 
s of triendſhi 
ae him a king. 


being influenced to theſe 
P, by his having fo lately 
Upon Antiochus ſurrender— 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


With the troops he commanded, entirely repul- 
terrible ſlaughter ; Herod purſued thoſe who 


che Harl, but with ſuch courage and 
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ing his fortreſs to him, whereby a period was 
put to the war, Anthony inveſted Seils with 
the government of it, with whom having left 
expreſs orders to give Herod his aſſiſtance, he 
marched into At; Hofes, in obedience to 
his orders, ſent to Herod in Judea, two auxilia- 
ry legions before him, and followed ſhortly al- 
ter with the reſt of his army. 
oſephus was now dead in Judea, and 
the manner of his death was thus: He had 
let ſlip out of his remembrance the commands 
his brother Herod had given him on his depar- 
ture to Anthony. He had received five tr.ops 
from Macheras, which he took and marched 
to Fericho, extremely coveting to get in the 
harveſt. With theſe he incamped upon the 
mountains, but his army conſiſting of raw and 
undiſciplined Romans, the greateſt part of whom 
had been raiſed out of H/, the enemy took 
advantage of his weakneſs and the place he 
was polted in, fell upon him with ſurprizing 
fury, in which action Fo/ephus loſt fix troops 
and his own life, after a valiant defence. Au- 
tizonns, becoming maſter of the field of battle, 


cut off the head of Fo/ephns ; for which his 


brother Pherozas paid him fifty talents. At- 
ter this victory the Galileans, making a gene- 
ral revolt from their ſeveral governors, took 
all who ſided with Herod, and drowned them. 
Fudea was alſo harraſſed with freſh troubles 
and commotions, which obliged Machueras to 
fortify Gitta. 

In the mean while meſſengers with accounts 
of theſe ſeveral tranſactions, came to Herod, 
at Daphne in Antiochia, and acquainted him 
with the death of his brother, he having had 
certain dreams foreboding what had happencd. 
Upon theſe intelligences, he haſtened his 
journey and arrived at mount Libanus, took 
about eight hundred men reſiding there, and 
a legion he had with him, and went to Pro- 
lomais, from whence marching in the night, he 


continued his rout through G %. "The ene- 


my, appriſed of his coming, drew ont to give 
him battle, in which, receiving a defeat, they 
were obliged to ſhut themſelves up in the 
caſtle they had abandoned the day before. 
Herod finding this, laid fiege to them the next 
morning, but a great ſhower of rain falling 
down unexpectedly, he was forced to draw 
oft his army into the neighbouring villages ; 
where Anthony ſending him another legion, 
the inhabitants were ſo terrified, that the 
moved oft 1n the night-time and left him. 
Hereupon Herod made haſte to Jericho, reſolv- 
ing in his mind to revenge his brother's death; 
and having encamped, he gave an entertainment 
to the principal men, which being ended, and 
the company diſmiſſed, he retired into his bed- 
chamber. In this place we have an opporcu- 
nity to take notice of God's wonderful kind- 
neſs to Herod ; for the roof of the room, in 
which the entertainment was made, happening 
to fall in while the company were tcaſting 
themſelves, not a man received any manner of 
hurt; this extraordinary circumſtance made 
every one believe Herod was in favour with 
God, who had thus miraculouſly eſcaped fo 
great and unexpected a danger. 
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The day following, a body of fix thouſand 
light armed ſoldiers pouring down from the 
mountains, put the Romans into a great con- 
ſternation. They marched directly againſt the 
guards of the king, whom they attacked with 
ſtones, and one of them happened to wound 
Herod in the ſide. In the mean time, Antigo- 
2171s, deſirous to have it thought he was ſupe- 
rior in numbers, ſent Pappus his general, with 
a body of forces into Samaria, but was op- 
poſed by Mac ha ras. Herod taking five ſmall 
towns, {lew about two thouſand perſons whom 
he found therein, and ſetting fire to them 
marched back to meet Pappas who had in- 
camped at Iſane a ſmall village. In this 
march he was joined by great numbers of 
perſons both out of Fericho and Fudea, Upon 
coming up with the enemy, they made a 
furious puſh upon him, but happening to cloſe 
in, he entirely got the better, and, in ſome ſort 
to revenge his brother's death, he purſued 
them into a village with a great flaughter, 
where the houſes were crowded with armed 
men, who fled thither for refuge, but could 
not eſcape his hands. Beſides, he ordered 
the rooſs to be taken off, which diſcovered 
the great numbers of ſoldiers within, who 
miſerably periſhed by the heaps of ſtones 
thrown down upon them from above; ſo that 
the number of dead bodies piled up without 
the walls, was the moſt diſmal ſcene in all this 
expedition : All hopes of the enemy by this 
loſs were entirely defeated beyond recovery. 
A vaſt number ot men was ſeen hovering at 
ſome diſtance from the village, who, as ſoon 
as they ſaw this, returned, The winter ſeaſon 
being now pretty ſharp, the royal army fluſh- 
ed with their late victory, if not hindred by 
the inclemency of the weather, had in all pro- 
bability attacked Hiero/olyma, and concluded 
their buſineſs, for Antigonus had conſulced how 
to make his eſcape and withdraw out of the 
City. 

ir being now late, the king ordered his men 


to ſup, and he being very much fatigued 


CHAP. XVI. 


How Herod, having married Mariamne, took Hieroſolyma by Storm, in Company wil 
Sollius. Of the Period of the Government of the Aſmoneans. 


FT ER the celebration of the nnprials, 
Heils ſending his forces before him 


through the inland country, marched himſelf 


through Phenicia at the head of a vaſt body 
of horſe and foot forces : Herod removed from 
Samaria, with his army of veteran ſoldiers, 
conſiſting of thirty thouſand men, beſides ano- 
ther numerous body of other forces; the whole 
army conſiſting of eleyen legions of foot and 
{ſix thouſand horſe, excluſive of the Syrian 
2uxiliaries, marched to the walls of Hieroſo- 
ma, and ſet down on the north fide of the 
town, Two generals commanded this great 
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with the labours of the day, went inte +. 
bed chamber with a 9 12 wan hi 
ſelf, where he run a great riſque of his 1 
but by the extraordinary providence of G00 0 
was delivered. He happened to be ates he 
and attended only by one ſingle footman med, 
waited upon him as he bathed himſelf in 
inner chamber of his houſe. Some armed me. 
through apprehenſion of being taken, had 11 
den themſelves here, and in the very Aa 
of his bathing himſelf, one of them with 0 
drawn ſword jumped out of his lurking 1 i 
and ruſhed out of the door; after him Ling, 
ſecond, and then a third, armed in the 1 


manner as the firſt ; but fo aſtoniſheq tha 
3 


without offering any manner of injury to 
king, they ſeemed only deſirous to mike the 
eſcape. The day following, Herod cut of te 
head of Pappus, who had been killed in ür 
engagement, and ſent it to Pheroras 
fort revenging himſelf upon him for 
of his brother, who had been 
own hand. 

The winter ſeaſon being over, Herod tak 
up his army, and marched to Hieroſolyma, and 
incamped himfelt at a ſmall diſtance from the 
city; this was in the third year from his tr 
being created king. He decamped from ti 
place, and drew nearer to the walls, where he 
thought he could make the faireſt attack: 
his rents he pitched right before the tengl 
having a deſign to beſiege the town, after the 
very manner Pompey had done before hin; 
for this purpoſe he ſurrounded the town it 
three trenches, and erected towers upon the 
ramparts he raiſed, uſing, to this end, a f. 
merous body of workmen, and hewing dow 
all the neighbouring trees. And having { 
perſons of ſufficient capacity to overlook th 
works, while his army was yet fitting don 
before the place, he went to Samaria to pe- 
form his nuptials with the daughter of AH 
der, the ſon of Ariftobulus, having been be 


trothed to him, as I have already na- 
tioned. 


the 


7 in ſome 
the death 
ſlain with hi 


body, to wit, Soffits ſent from Ant hol), a : = 
Herod, who in right of his being declared ky Rn 
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by the decree of the Roman ſenate, came l. 5 2 


clared an enemy to the Roman empire. 


'The whole body of the Few 5 being alla. : 1 


bled at this time, and ſhut up within the ch 1 | 
with great reſolution and courage wich 1 


about ith 


Herod ; they boaſted a great deal 


remple, and told the people ſeveral wil 8 


preſages of God's delivering them 


danger that threatened them. 


fron "WR 
They p "Wn 
7 wa 

beſiegers without the city to great fs Wy 


by the frequent incurſious they made, where- 
by neither men nor cattle could find ſuffi- 
cient ſubſiſtance: Herod obſerving this, took 
efficacious meaſures to prevent ſuch mconvent- 
ences for the future, by laying ambuſpes to 
entrap the pillagers. He ſent bodies of ar- 
med men to convey from afar neceſſary pro- 


as perlectly ſupplied with every thing. A 
gest many Mads pelng conſtantly employed 
ro carry on the works, the three trenches 
were at length finiſhed, and though the ſum- 
mer was then very hot, yet the perſons order- 
ed to this bulineſs received no manner of 
impediment or obſtruction to their deſign 
from the ſultrineſs of the weather. Upon 
this, having made their approaches and fixed 


WW the walls, which they ſhook in a violent man- 
ner. Norwithſtanding the beſieged were not in 
true leaſt diſmayed, bur uſed ſeveral ſtratagems 
do dcicat the attacks of the beſiegers; they 
8 b. made ſeveral fallies out of the town, and ſet 
WEE {ic to their works which were either begun or 
W tiniſhed; in the conflicts they had with the 
aus they tellily'd a bravery not inferior 
do chat people, but in deſign and experience 
ere their inferiors. They pulled down the 
WT | dings that interrupted their attempts, and 
= planicd ſeveral engines to oppoſe thoſe of the 
beliegers: They valiantly engaged thoſe who 
WW cndcavoured by minings to get into the town, 
and ſhewed all the ſigns of deſpair, rather than 
the effects of conduct or thought; they endu- 
red cvery danger and defended the war to the 
laſt extremity, though inveſted with a prodi- 
aeious army without, and afflicted with a cruel 
amine within, for now happened to be the 
ſabbatical year. At length twenty valiant 
ER 45 forcing their way, mounted the walls, 
nd were followed by Y%f/us's centurions. 


8 
. 


Ine firit wall was forty days in being won, 


W205 with the actions, thinking by it to 
mak: him appear odious to 4 people. 
Nye outer part of the temple, and the lower 
icy being won, the Fews with&eV into the 
ner temple and the higher city, at appre- 
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er victims. Herod, imagining this a ſtep to 
eeir ſurrendering themſelves, granted their 


ithout foundation, and that, on the contra- 
Sg, they ſtrenuouſſy defend the intereſts of 
2045, he made a furious aſſault upon the 
en, and took it by ſtorm. The Romans en- 
ed at the oppolition they had met with, put 
1 one to the ſword, and the Fews in He- 

SF” intereſts reſolved to ſpare none of his 
craic. Thus was a terrible ſcene of 


ny | 8 . . s 
1 eh exhibited; for the beſieged flocking in- 
WE 4 the houſes, into the temple, and the narrow 
n ass of the town, where lain in heaps; old 


: 8 . V. Olymp. clxxxv. See Greec. Euſebiana. 
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viſions, ſo that in a little time his whole army 


their batteries, they begun their attacks upon 


ic the ſecond fifteen. Several Portico's hap- Herod kept his promiſe; for he generouſ- 


ening to be ſet on fire, Herod 97 5 A- ly paid every ſoldier, allowed the officers in 


3 ; a 145 . 
ending the Romans would interrupt them in 's 
oc octering of their daily ſacrifices, they ſent 
baſſadors to deſire liberty only to bring in 


= A 1) Pompey took the City in the 11th Year of the 1 


— 


ities of the Jews. = ..-: 
and young were put death without diſtincti- 
on; the women too, who might have had 
ſome pity ſhewn them in reſpe& of their ſex, 
ſuffered in the common calamity. The king, 


though earneſt in his entreaties not to purſue 
the {laughter, was diſobey'd; and the enemy, 


like ravenous wolyes, exerciſed their rage on 


every age and ſex. Antigonus inſenſible both 
of his paſt and preſent condition, came out of 
the tower, and fell proftrate at the feet of 
Sus. But he, inhuman man, without any 
emotion for his changed condition, inſtead of 
pitying his melancholy fortune, only inſulted 
over his de jected fate, and called him Antigona. 
Bur he uſed him not as a woman, but put him 
in chains, and under a guard. | 
Herod, after this victory over his e- 
nemies, conſulted meaſures how to curb and 


awe the foreign auxiliary troops, who had e- 


ven gone ſo far, as to pry into the temple, and 
inſpect the things prohibited there, ſome he 
won by entreaties, and others he was obliged 
to force to their duty by menaces; and the 
power of arms. He judged this victory would 
be attended with worſe conſequences than if 
he had been defeated, ſhould he ſuffer any 
of thoſe ſacred things to be pry*'d into, the 
fight of which was ſo inviolably, and expreſs- 
ly provided againſt. Herod was intirely a- 
gainſt plundering the city, and asked Su 
over and over again, if the Romans, by their 
deſign to leave the city deſtitute both of men 
and money, had intentions to make him a kin 

of a deſart; for he thought the whole world 
was too dear to be purchaſed at the price 
of ſo much blood ſhed. %, upon anſwer- 
ing, that in conſideration of the labours ſuſ- 
tained in the ſiege, his ſoldiers did nothing 
but what was cuſtomary and right in taking 
the ſpoil. Herod replied, that he would ſee 
the ſoldiers rewarded out of his own money. 
Thus the reſt of the city was ranſomed, and 


proportion to their poſts, and gave Soſſrus a 
preſent, that might have ſuited with a king 
to have accepted. Thus every one were 
handſomely rewarded ; and, loaded with the 
preſents made them, departed. | 
This calamity fell upon the Hieroſolymites 


in the conſulſhips of Marcus Apprippa, and 


Caninius Gallus, and in the one hundred and 
fifth Olimpiad, in the third month thereof, 


8 . . . 
ei 5 8 gr their in the time of a ſolemn faſt, being the anni- 
gon. But finding his ſuſpicions entirely 


verſary of the deſtruction brought upon the 


town by Pompey, who (1) ſeven and twenty 
years before took it. Sus having dedi- 


cated to God a golden crown, marched from 


Hereford, carrying with him to Anthony 
his priſoner Antigonas in chains. Herod was 
teartul leſt Anthony ſhould ſpare his life, 


and being ſent to Rome, he ſhould plead his 


own cauſe betore the ſenate, and repreſent 
to them his being deſcended from the roy- 
al line, and Herod's mean pedigcee; and that 
if his own omiſſions againit the Roman 


70th Olympiad, Herod and the Romans took 


ſtate, 
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ſtare, deprived him of the government, yet 
that his ſons had an. inconteitable right to 
ſucceed him. Theſe conſiderations alarmed 
Herod, but by a large preſent he ſent Antho- 
my to put Antigonus out of the way, he 
was at length removed from his apprehen- 
ſions, Thus ended the government of the 
Aſſamonean family, after it had enjoyed the 
kingdom (1) one hundred and twenty fix 
years. This houſe was very illuſtrious, both 
on account of its noble extraction and the 
prieſthood it enjoy'd and the valiant actions 


(1) The Government of the Aſamoneans continued one Hundred and Twenty fix Years, 
ras, Tom. |. Paß 232. D. ſays one Hundred and Twenty Years from Mattathias the firſt pi 
ace, who ſwayed Fudea. Enſebins's Account dates the Beginning of Mz, 

Government, from 4 Olymp. 153. and Ends it in Antigonus, whoſe Reign ceaſed in the 2 Olym 


the A /amonean 


which juſt makes 126 Years. 


| (2) Meaning of the ſacerdotal Line; for every man 
this Claſs, though never 1o rich and opulent, was accounted by the Hebrews, as an obſcure, ; 
and private Perſon; fo throughout the Roman Hiſtories all were ſtiled private Men, except the 


Book XIV. 


performed by its anceſtors in defence of f 

Jewiſh nation. But the differences that e 

tinually ſubſiſted in this family, tg 
ruined it, and the chief government i: ö 
ſo long enjoyed, was transferred, at Vr, 
upon Herod, the ſon of Antipater, a perſon Fi 
ſcended from a (2) Plebeian family, of 2 2 
vate condition, and ſubject to kings, Th 10 
the account we have received from ou; ay 


ceſtors of the period put to the Aſſam 
race. ; 


Long. 
nce of 
thiar 
p. 18; 
not of 
gnoble 
V Wee 


Imperators or Emperors, (that was, Generals.) See Caſaubon's Account of this Matter in his firs Er 


ercitat. againſt Baronius. 


The E ND of the FounTEENTH Book of the Antiquities, 
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10 br Of Pollio and Sameas. Herod puts to Death the Friends of Antigonus, and exatts 


N the foregoing book we have 
taken notice how Sos and He- 
rod took Hiero/olyma by ſtorm, 


ſoner. We will now purſue the 
1 thread of our hiſtory. As ſoon 
as Herod had made himſelf maſter of the govern- 


„ 
2 
v1 5 


| ment of Fudea, every one of the city faction 
who had eſpouſed his intereſts, were promoted 
eo honours and preferments, but thoſe who took 
the part of his enemies, were daily expoſed to 
puniſhment. J he perſons who were in moſt 
eſteem with him were Pollio the Phari/ee, 
nd Saneas his diſciple. For theſe two, at 
he ſicge of Hieroſolhma, adviſed the citizens 
so receive Herod into the town; for which 
ervice Herod amply rewarded them. As for 
bis ſame perſon Sameas, he, at the time He- 
go was capitally accuſed, foretold Hyrcanus 
Ind his other judges, that provided he ſaved 
WD nſclt from the ruin then threatned him, he 
Pould certainly revenge himſelf upon every 
ne of them; which in proceſs of time was 
eeccually verified by the appointment of 
Po, that the event might fully anſwer his 
Fords. | 
RS ro being in poſſeſſion of Hieroſolyma, col- 
ed all the ornaments he could find in the 
alace, and pillaged the richer ſort, whereby 
peocured a vaſt ſum of gold and filver, all 
ch he beftowed on Anthony and his favou- 
cs. Beſides, he put to death forty five of 
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8 (a) In ſome Verſions it is mentioned 
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a Sum of Money from the City. 


and made Antigonus their pri- 


Anthony beheads Antigonus. 


Antigonus's principal adherents, and placed 
guards at the gates of the walls, to hinder 
any thing being privately carried out with the 
dead bodies; for they were not excuſed, but 
narrowly ſearched, and all the gold, and ſilver, 
or other things of value found upon them, 
were taken away and carried to the king. 
The calamity ſuſtained on this occaſion, was 
exceſſive; and the two things which were moſt 


inſtrumental in heightening it, was the prodi- 
gious avarice of the king, who was in low 


circumſtances, on the one ſide; and the ſabbati- 
cal or ſeventh year, which obliged the land to 
remain untilled, on the other: For it was at 
this melancholy conjuncture, and during the 
time of it, our law prohibits us from ſowing 
any manner of grain. Anthony upon receiving 
Antigonus in chains, was in the mind to reſerve 
him for a triumph, but hearing his nation were 
railing freſh commot ions; and that their minds, 
in oppoſition to Herod, were ſtill bent to aſſiſt 
Antigonus, he altered his reſolution, and fixed 
a time to behead him at Antioch; which would 
be the only means to put a ſtop to their ſedi- 
tion, My aſſertion in this is verified by Stra- 
bo the Cappadocian, in the following words. 
Anthony carried Antigonus the Jew to Antioch, 
where he beheaded him; he 5 to me the 
ſrf# Roman who fruck off the head of a king. 
Suppoſing there was no other method, to ollige 
the Jews to acknowledge Herod their king, than 
by doing ſo, puniſhments and tortures had been 


but 17. but erroneouſly. See Ne in his Sacred Chronology, 


found 
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found ineſectual to compel them to acknowledge 
him king, ſo fteddy and inſuperable was their 


' lojalty to Antigonus. to overcome which diffi- 


culties hejudged it neceſſary toleſſen their eſteem 


The Parthians ſet at Liberty Hyrcanus, who returns to Herod. Of Alexandriz, : | 3 
tempts, when ſhe heard Ananelus was created High-prieft, : 


H ”. RCANUS the high-prieſt, at this 
time a priſoner among the Parthians, 
hearing Herod had ſeized upon the kingdom, 
came to Herod, having procured his liberty 
in the following manner. Barzapharnes and 
Pacorus the two Parthian generals having ta- 
ken FEyrcanus, at firſt made high-prieſt, and 
afterwards king, and Phaſael Herod's brother 
their pritoners, carried them with them into 
Parthia. Phaſael, however, not bearing the 
diſhonourable life he had in his confinement; 
and thinking it more glorious to dye than 
ſuſtain his baſe condition, pur an end to his 
lite by his own hand, as we have mentioned 
in the toregoing. 

Upon Hzrcanns's arriving in Parthia Phra- 
ates, the king of the country, making enquiry 
about him, and hearing of the nobility of his 
family entertained him with leſs rigour. He 
not only gave him his liberty, but gave him 
leave to reſide at Babylon, where at that time 
dwelt a great (1) number of Fews: Hyrcants 
received from them, and all the Jews inhabi- 
ting as far as the Euphrates, great reſpect ; 
they created him their high-prieſt, and per- 
formed all the honours due to him as king, 
which loyalty was very gratetul to him. 
When he received news of Ferod”s having ſeiz- 
ed upon the kingdom he began to conceive new 
hopes, becauſe he had always been a friend 
to him, and imagined he would not forget the 
obligation he was under to him, for delivering 
him from puniſhment, at the time he took his 
trial, and was capitally convicted. With this 
view he opened his deſign to the Fews, who 
converſed with him, but they very ſtrenuouſly 
cndeavovred to make him ſtay with them, 


- reminding him of the favours and honours they 


had conferred upon him, and repreſenting 


how they had done every thing conducive ei- 


ther to the dignity of his being bigh-prieſt, or 
the grandeur and majeſty of a king; that his 
journey to Zero/olyma was in vain, ſince Anti- 
ginus had mutilated him; and kings, whoſe high 
itation oftentimes changed them, were not ſo 
ready to remember a de done, as men 
in a private condition. 

When they had repreſented to him that 
che nature of his caſe was juſt as they had ſug- 
geſted it, he was not, however, induced to lay 
aſide his journey. Herod ſent him an epiſtle, 
wherein he exhorted him to repreſent his caſe 
to Phraates and the Fews in his country, and 
deſire them not to envy him a ſhare of the 
government with him. For the time was then 


(1) Several have endeavoured to found an Argument on this Paſſage, that Peter the Apo 15 
Balylon and Rome to convert the Fews there, 1 
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for Antigonus, and wear out of their nen 
the hatred they had imbibed to Herod, 0 


Strabo. ® 1 


prevent any perſon of note or diſtindin M 
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this ignominious death upon him. Tha 


come, that gave him, who had receive j 
preſervation at his hands, an Opportunity : 
repay all the obligations he owed him, *, 
ſides this letter to Hyrcanus, Her i 
Phraates an ambaſſador named Sarany!l, with 
ſeveral magnificent preſents, by whoy |, 1 
begged him in a very handſome mane: W 
to hinder him in the grateful return he c. ME 
fired to make a perſon to whom he yy , 
ſenſibly bound. But this was far fron iE 
thing Herod wanted, he conſidered he vun! 
the lawful poſſeſſor of the government, W 
it might be ſeveral revolutions might fall 4; 
in prejudice to himſelf; to prevent which, h 
was deſirous either to get Hyrcanns with 
his power, or to take him effeQually wt 
the way; which will be ſeen in its prope 
plac E; = 
Hyrcanus having obtained the Pri; 
king's conſent, and being well ſupplied wii (RR 
money by the Fews, came full ot hopes v 
Herod, who received him with ſingular mats Rn 
of honour, allowing him the firit place in! 
public meetings, and giving him the up. 
hand at all his entertainments; by ud 
means, and through the artifice of tiling hn 
his father, he effectually took away from hn _ 
all ſuſpicions ot treachery : But his orer- 
citous endeavours to ſecure himſelf in oh 
government, proved the means of a 9 
{edition againſt him in his own family; for 
from being made high-prieſt, he called ton 
Babylon a certain prieſt named Anuanells, ui 
inveſted him in the pontificate. = 
Alexandra the daughter of Hyrcanus in 
diately expreſſed her reſentment of t 
dignity. This lady was wife to Alexa, Rn 
ſon of king Ariftobulus, and had by her hu * 
band two children, one named Ariſfobui bs 
a very comely aſpe&, the other named 4 
riamne, an excellent beauty, and married 1 
Herod. She was extreamly troubled, | 
could not brook the ignominy put upon 
ſon, if while he was alive, a perſon vio "Re 
fetched for the purpoſe ſhould continue © : =o: 
joy the prieſthood. In this perplexIt) F+ E. 
advice of a muſician who promiſed tony 
her letter ſafe, ſhe wrote to Aut hon, Re 
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anne, Herod's wile, was ſurprized at the fine 
yy 4 3 

* appearance and tallneſs of the former, and the 
W cxquilice beauty of the latter. He compli- 


mented Alexandra upon being the mother of 
wo ſuch handſome children. In the 1nterview 
Alexandra had with him, Dellius adviſed her 
to get the pictures of Ari/tobulus and Mariam 
nc painted, and ſend them to Anthony, who 
ſceing them, it would then be in her power to 
obtain her requeſt. Alexandra, pleaſed with 
tis advice, got them painted, and ſent them 
to Anbony; and Deͤllius, on his part, extolled 
tue report of her children to the skies, ſaying, 
they were the offspring of ſome God, and not 
of man. His deſign in this was no other than 
to pleaſe Anthony, But Anthony durſt not 
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ibis unlawiul pleaſures, being inveſted with 
ſaſſicient power to make him do as he required: 
hercfore Herd ſent word back, that if the 
oung fellow but ſtirred his foot out of the 
Kingdom, every thing would be in the utmoſt 
econtuſion and diſorder, the Fews being full of 
edition, and hoping for a revolution ot affairs 
dc another king. 

Having cxcuſed himſelf thus to Anthony, 
e rclolved not to leave the youth and his mo- 
ber A/cxandr2 quite diſregarded. Marianne 
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e ſecretly againſt him, uſing Cleopatra as her 
jnſtrument to ſhuffle him out 'of the throne, 
and place Ariſtobulus, by the means of An- 
thony, at the helm of affairs. That her at- 
tempts were by ſo much the more to be 
blamed, as they tended to deprive her own 
daughter of the dignity ſhe enjoyed, and to 
raiſe civil commotions in the kingdom, which 
by a ſeries of numberleſs hardſhips and dan- 
gers to his own perſon, he had obtained: 
That, notwithſta ding, he would bury in 
oblivion her attempts againſt him, and afford 
every thing reaſonably to them: Concluding, 
that he was then ready to veſt her ſon in the 
prieſthood, and had only made Ananelus 
high-prieſt, becauſe Ariſtobulus was in his 
intaucy.“ Upon his finiſhing this ſtudied ha- 
rangue, which was calculated to his own liking, 
ana only to caſt a miſt before the eyes of the 
women, and their friends then preſent in the 
aſſembly, Alexandra ſeemed extremely aftected 
with two different paſſions. She was glad at 
hearing Herod ſpeaking ſome things, which ſhe 
little expected; but her grief at thinking ſhe 
was diſcovered, was a Counterballance to it. 
Ar length buriting out 1n tears, ſhe began to 
defend herſelf by repreſenting, © That indeed 
© the prieſthood had given her a great deal of 
. diſturbance, but that the had never let the 
kingdom once come into her thoughts, which, 
had it been oftered her, the would have re- 
tuſed, as being fully ſatisfied with the ho- 
nour the had, in his enjoying the government, 
and the ſecurity her family poſſeſſed, from his 
great abilities to manage the reins of a king- 
dom above the reit of mankind. That he 
had abundantly obliged her in conferring the 
honour upon her ſon, and ſaid the would for 
the future pay more deference to his dignity, 
begging him to forget every thing her incon- 
ſiderate paſſion, or the ſenſe ot her near con- 
ſanguinity, had moved her to ſpeak.” Upon 
her ending this harangue, every thing ſeemed 
to be accommodated, and all parties, with a 


greater friendſhip than ever, gave vilible ſigns 
of a reconciliation. 
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eercd creates Ariſtobulus High-Prief?, but ſhortly after puts him to Death; bis De- 
Is | fence before Anthony about Ariſtobulus. OF Joſeph and Mariamne. 

"i A PON this, Herod diveſted Ananclus of to take away from him, not without acting 
YE Qt the pricſthood, We have mentioned a 


gc that he was not a native of Faudea, but 
| ea deſcendant of thoſe Fews, who had 
5 = kmerly been planted beyond the Fuphrates. 
7 = eral thouſands of this ſort were carried to 
ry —_ about which place habitations were 
} ned them. Auanelus was one of theſe, 
an eee prieſthood, and had had a friend- 
i" 1 3 long ſtanding with Herod, who, having 
In - 3 us way to the kingdom, ſoon advanced 
0 2 polt of dignity, which, to quiet a 

_ 9 in his own family, he was obliged 
er be bid h 
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%% turns it thus. Seriſit ut aliquo honefo 


herein contrary to the laws; for it was a plain 
infringement of them to deprive any perſon of 
the prieſthood, to the dignity whereot he had 
been once advanced. Antiochys Epiphaues was 
the firſt who tranſgreſſed in this kind, by ab- 
dicating 7eſus, and ſubſtituting his brother 
Onias in his room; the next to him was Ari- 
ſtobults, who removed his brother Hyrcanus 
out of the ſacerdotal ſeat; and the laſt was 


_ Herod, who reſtored the prieſthood to the youth 
Ariſtobulus, 


pretextu puerum ad ſe mitterat.” That is, In his 


im uſe any fair pretence, and ſend the youth to him. 


S xxx: Herod 
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Hlerod now ſuppoſed he had applied an ef- 
ſectual remedy to his domeſtic troubles ; yet 
notwithſtanding the late reconciliation,” he was 
not free from his ſuſpicions. He thought he 
had all the reaſon in the world to beware of 
Alexandra, conſidering her paſt deſigns, but 
more eſpecially it ſhe gained any opportunities 
to attempt a revolution. To eaſe himſelf of 
his doubts, he gave her expreſs orders to re- 
fide within the palace, and reſtrain herſelſ 
from acting any thing upon her own authority. 
He ſer ſuch a ſtrict guard over her actions, that 
it was impoſſible for her to do any thing, ex- 
cept her uſual and daily employments, with- 
out being diſcovered and examined. I heſe ri- 
gorous proceedings wore off her patience by 
degrees, and in its room ſprung up a branch of 
.deadly hatred. Her ſoul being ſenſibly touch- 
ed, ſhe impatiently bore the watch that over- 


looked her actions; ſhe thought it a thouſand 


times better to ſuffer the greateſt indignity, 
than being deprived of her liberty, and, under 
colour of honourable treatment, prolong a life 
full of norhing bur ſlavery and apprehenſions. 
In this perplexity ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, to 
whom ſhe pathetically laid open her condition, 
and begged her to give her all the aſſiſtance 
ſhe could. Cleopatra, in return, adviſed her 
to withdraw with her ſon privately into Zg9pt ; 
| ſhe mentioned this to her, and inſtructed her 
in the way to perform it; the ſtratagem was 
thus: Atter ſhe had ordered two coffins to be 
prepared, as if deſigned to put two dead bodies 
in them, ſhe ordered her and her ſon to be 
depoſited in each of them, firſt acquainting 
ſome truſty ſervants with the deſign, and charg- 
ing them to bear them out in the night time. 
A paſſage was open for them to the ſea, and 
a ſhip prepared to convey them into Ægypt. 
But it happened that #/op, a ſervant of Alex- 
andra's, accidentally meeting with one Sab- 
Bion, a particular of his, and talking indifferent- 
ly of ſeveral matters with him, chanced to 
diſcloſe the whole ſecret. Sabbion, whom He- 
rod had for a long time looked upon as one of 
thoſe who had had a hand in poiſoning his fa- 
ther Antipater, coming to the knowledge of 
this plot, thought he could do no better, to 
banith Herod's enmity againſt him out of his 
breaſt, than make a full diſcoyery of it; and 
accordingly made him privy to the whole 
deſign. Herod let her prepare herſelf for her 
eſcape, but, juſt as ſhe was a coming off, he 
apprehended her. He took no manner of notice 
of this deſign, ſo as to puniſh her for it, ap- 
prehending Cleopatra, upon no good terms 
with him, would never brook any rigorous 
treatment of Alexandra ; in fine, he ſtrove to 
make the pardon he gave her, ſeem the motive 
of a real clemency towards her, tho', in effect, 
he heartily wiſhed to revenge himſelf upon 
her: As for Ariſtebululs, he was reſolved to 
take him entirely out of the way, bur that his 
deſign might be the better concealed, he did not 
think it prudent or ſafe to put jt in execution 
ſo ſoon after the diſcovery made of the late 
lot. 

The feaſt of tabernacles was now approach- 
ed, being one of our moſt ſolemn times of 
worſhip. Hlerod, during the feſtival, aban- 
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Book XN 
doned himſelf to pleaſure and mertime; ; 
company with the people ; but an accident 
out, that induced him to put his deſign a 1 
Ariftobults in execution ſooner than Th 
tended : The young man, now about ſeyey uh 
years of age, went up to the altar clad 12 
ſacerdotal robes, with a deſign to offer 1 1 
fice according to the inſtitutions of the ws 
As he was performing the uſual ſolemnitie 0 
his religion, he gave ſuch proofs of his 110 
extraction, genteel mean, and fine Perſonare 
thar the multitude of people round him cl 
not forbear admiring him ; the fight of hi 
recalling to their remembrance the ations 0 
his grandfather, Ar/fobulns, The ſen | 
theſe things working upon their minds by 0 
rees, ſoon made it appear in what diſpoſicn 
they ſtood affected to him; their eladneſs al 
ſorrow, with the many acclamations and pri. 
ers they pronounced, were too plain ſion; d 
their love of him; and the grateful opinion 
they ſtill continued to entertain of the forme: 
{ſervices done them. All theſe things concyre 
ring together, fixed Herod in the reſolution te 
had made againſt Arifobulus. And to put d 
in execution as ſoon as the feſtival was gre 
he went to an entertainment prepared by A. 


andra at Horicho, where he uſed all his ſeen. 


ing blandiſhments and kindneſs to allure . 


fobulus into ſome place of ſecurity, Where he 


{ported and toyed with him, in order to amis 


him; the nature of the place being too warn, 


the company over fatigued and hot, went ait 
of it, and ſtood by the ſide of ſome filh-ponds 
which very much abated the violent heat 0: 
the ſun ; for ſome time they ſtood and lookel 
upon ſome of their ſervants, who were bathing 
themſelves there: But Herod importuning /- 
riſtobulus to make one of the company, bs 
was, at length, induced to jump in among 
them; when the perſons hired by Herod for 
that end, as ſoon as it was dark, under colour 
of ſporting with him, dipped and ducked hin 
ſo often and ſo long under water, that n 
the end they entirely drowned him. Ti 


periſhed Ariſtobulus in the eighteenth year dt 


his age, having enjoyed the prieſthood die 
year, after whom ſucceeded again in that di; 
nity Ananelus. | 

This melancholy accident being rumoured 
among the women, they ſhed a flood of teilh 
as having had no ſuſpicions of ſuch a tilts; 
the body being expoſed before their eye 
aggerated their ſorrows, and the city no 100 
heard of it, but a general lamentation ji 
ſeen, every houſe and famil mourning for i 
diſaſter, as if the caſe had been their 0% 


| | l 
Alexandra however, in the moſt _—_ = - 
ate, vn 


ner, lamented her ſon's untimely 4 
ſhe heard of it ; but her grief ſeemed uncon" 
lable, at the relation how it was perpet 
yer, for fear of worſe misfortunes o © 
the judged it prudent to ſtifle her e . 
patiently to bear her cruel deſtiny. She 

ſeveral times upon the point of lay 
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hands upon herſelf, but rhe deſite of - "| 
revenge the treacherous death of het : mn 


a ſtop 


? Ve 
ſhe ſeemed the more earneſt to prefer 


e kneN x 


et RR 
to her melancholy. purpoſe, w_ | = 


life, and thought, to difſemble, a5 ef eg 
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ſon had deſignedly been ſlain, would prove 
an cfectual means one time or other to 27 
 \cnoe the deed: To this end ſhe endeavour | 
an ſbe could, not to give him any ſuſpicions. 
Herod, on his part, tried every means to make 
all the perſons without believe, that the youth 
lad unfortunately been drowned without any 
manner of deſign ; his aim in this artifice was 
to occalion a more general mourning for his 
misfortune, nay, he had the iuſinuation, to pro- 
mote this, to let tears fall from his own eyes, 
aud give ſigns that his ſorrows were the effects 
bor a true dejection. In all likelihood the fight 
ot the deceatcd youth, juſt then in the flower 
aud prime of his age, might have mollified his 
heart, had he not been very well aſſured his 
death was of great advantage to ſecure him 
more firmly in his new kingdom ; but there 
= cc too evident ſigus that he had the princi- 
WE pil hand in the murther, in order to get rid of 
him. But what ſeemed to clear Herod of all 
fſucqpicions, was the magniſicent funeral he pro- 
| vided for him, and the fine monument he or- 
dered to be erected to his memory, and the 
W prodigious quantity of gums and ſpices to 
W cmbilm his corps. For this laſt at in a great 
WE mciurec relieved the women's tears, and their 
WE ſorrows and lamentations from this moment 
greatly abated: 
ut nothing of all this could caſe Alexan- 
== 1: of her griefs; the remembrance of the 
lte fact ſat deep in her breaſt, and the more 
W 1c reficcted upon it, the more vehement be- 
WS cime her ſorrows. At length, her complaint 
WP moving her to extremities, ſhe wrote to CV o- 
era, and reminded her of Herod's treachery, 
aud her ſon's death. Cleopatra had a long time 
BS ic to aufwer Alexaudra's ſolicitations, pity 
her condition, and make her caſe her own; 
hc had often importuned Anthony to puniſh 
Ra thc young Ariſtobulus's murther, and ſuggeſted 


acaormous crimes upon thoſe who were real 
Wa 75, after he had, by his aſſiſtance, obtained 
kingdom that did not belong to him. Ant ho- 
„ moved with this remonſtrance, when he 
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turned to inſtigate Anthon) againſt him, re— 
5 Wolved to obey the ſummons (having in effect 
10 Wo power ot his own to withſtand it) and leav- 


u- 

en ers, it his cauſe went hard with Anthony, to 

WW Pt Mariamne to death ; his love for her be- 

mM = 0 violent, that he could not endure the 

% cction of any perſon's marrying her after 
17 death; concluding with Aut hom's paſſion 
rr her, when ſome time before he chanced to 


er ot her beauty. 


* 
ACE 


L Herod having given theſe 
—_- went to Anthony, full of doubts and 
>! cxitics as to his own caſe. 

x Joſeph being now in the adminiſtration, had 
SF cri conferences with Atartaine, either 


_: the polture of affairs, or the honour he 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Wo him the injuſtice of Hercd's committing ſo 


was under” a neceſſity to' pay her; at which 
time he was certainly haranguing on Herod's 
extreme kindneſs to her. The women (eſpe- 


cially Alexandra) laughed at him in their ſoft 


way, and ſeemed to ridicule his words. Fo- 
ſeph, at this, to give a fuller proof than was 
neceſlary or ſafe, of what he had aſſerted, was 
induced at length to lay open every thing the 
king had ordered him to conceal, producing it 


aas an argument that the king could not Jive 


without her, nor ſuffer himſelt (let his condi- 
tion be what it would) to be ſeparated from 
her; thus far 7% ph. But the women (not 
without a great deal of reaſon) made little re- 
flection on this ſuppoſed great love of Hes od, 
their minds being fully prepoſſeſſed with the 
atrocity of his late act: They drew terrible 
concluſions from his words, and were filled 
with various ſuſpicions, imagining, if he died, 
there were orders to put them to death, or to 
make them ſuffer ſome cruel treatment by his 
word, In the interim, all the city of // e 
Iyna was filled with an account, ſpread by 
Herod's enemies, that Anthony had put him to 
a cruel death; this report put the whole pa- 
lace, eſpecially the women, into a terrivle 
conſternation. Alexandra, upon this, adviſed 
Fe/eph to remove out of the palace, take them 
along with him, and put them under the pro- 
tection of the Rowan legion, which at that 
time, under the command of Vie, was en- 
camped in the city to guard the kingdom; for 
the ſuggeſted to him, that if any commotion 
happened to ariſc 1n the palace, they would be 


very ſafe under the protection of the Romans, 


and ſhe was very well aſſured Anthony, on 
ſeeing Mariamne, would oblige her in any 
thing; that they would be in a condition to 
procure the government from him, aud he 
would do every thing ſuitable to their quality, 
and the nobility of their birth, 

Aiter this diſcourſe was ended, letters came 
from Herod, contradicting and falſiſy ing this 
report, When he came before Athen, he 
ſoon found his buſineſs take another aſpect 
trom the power of the preſents he had brought 
him from Heroſolyma. The manner in which 
he ſet off his own caſe, ſoon baniſhed his anger 
and diſpleaſure, and Cleopatra's ſolicitations 
were render'd altogether ineffectual; for An- 
thony ſiſted, that a king was not to give an 
account of what he himſelf ated in his own 
kingdom, for then he would not be a king ; 
and 1t was but juſt that the honour and power 
beſtowed upon Herod, ſhould be unlimited 
and unreſtrained; and told Cleopatra, it was not 
a woman's buſineſs to pry into the affairs or 
actions of kings. Hercd wrote a letter back, 
in which he mentioned every particular thing, 
and the other hcnours conferred upon him by 
Anthony, which were, that he had liberty al- 
lowed him to fit in his council, and have a 
place at all his entertainments ; that he had 
obtained theſe favours, in oppoſition to Clec- 
patra's violent procedure againſt him, who, 
coveting the government for herſelf, had uſed 
all the ways in the world to take him out of 
the way. But that Anthony was a man of 
great juſtice, and he himſelf had no room to 
fear any further trouble, deſigning to return 


in 
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in a ſhort time, and being fixed in a greater 
hope ot enjoying his kingdom in more tranqui- 
lity. than ever. And that Cleopatra was quite 
 diſpoſſeſſed of any further hopes, ſince Anthony, 
in lieu of her demands, had given her Cælo- 
Syria, which had pacified, and made her deſiſt 
eg any more petitions on Fudea. 

As ſoon as the letters were brought, the 
deſire for withdrawing to the protection of 
the Romans, as if Herod had been dead, be- 
gan to cool and abate. However, Herod 
was not unacquainted with the whole matter ; 
for as ſoon as Anthony was departed for Far- 
thia, he returned into Fudea, where, upon 
his arrival, his ſiſter Salome, and mother, told 
him of Alexander's deſign, and accuſed her 
husband Jo/eph of keeping a frequent correſ- 
pondence with Mariamne. This was owing 
to the hatred ſhe had of a long time conceived 
againſt Alexandra, who, in the ſeveral diſ- 
putes they had with one another, always, with 
a great deal of arrogance and pride, reproached 
her with her mean extraction and 1gnoble 
birth. Herod, who ſtill burned with an ar- 
dent affection for Mariamne, began to look 
dejected at this news, and ſeemed vaſtly uneaſy 
at this charge. He, however, put a ſtop to 
his choler, fearing his exceſſive love might be- 
tray him into ſome unjuſtifiable action, but 
actuated by love and jealouſy, he took Ma- 
riamne aſide, and expoſtulated with her about 
the interviews Fo/eph gave her, Mariamne 

roteſted on her oath ſhe was wrongfully charg- 
ed, and calling to her aſſiſtance, in order to 


clear her conduct, all the intreaties and prayers 


CHAP, Iv. 


How Cleopatra, obtaining from Anthony a Part of Judea and Arabia, came into li. 
dea, and how Herod, making ber large Preſents, carried her back into Fgyyt. 


URING theſe differences Syria was up 

in a violent commotion, Cleopatra never 
letting Anthony alone till ſhe had inſtigated him 
to ſet upon all her neighbours. She adviſed 
him to ſeize on every prince*s government, and 
beſtow it upon her; nor was Anthony in a 
temper to diſoblige her in this requeſt, his 
great love for her inciting him to it. Cleopa- 
tra was naturally ambitious, and covetous of 
another man's right; if any thing obſtructed 
her deſigns, let it be right or wrong, ſhe ne- 
ver ceaſed till ſhe had removed it out of her 
way. With this view ſhe made Anthony her 
handle, to poiſon firſt her brother, a young 
prince of fifteen years of age, and whoſe right 
of ſucceſſion to the kingdom ſhe very well 
knew, and after him to murther her ſiſter Ar//- 
moe, in the temple of Diana. Her thirſt after 
money was ſo great, that if ſhe found any 


ſigns of obtaining any, let the places where 


it remained be temples or ſepulchres, they 
were rifled and ſtript; no place was accounted 
ſo {ſacred and fate from her violent proceedings, 
but what was ſpoilcd of all its valuable or- 
naments; nor a place ſo prophane, if it con- 
tained but the ſmalleſt thing to cherith her 
unjuſt avarice, but what was uſed with the 
greateſt freedom, In ſhort, her luxury and 
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being guilty of death. Theſe words thus in. 


Book X 
| o 
which innocent perſons uſe, the king, b 

rees, began to abate his anger, ang : 75 
bimſelf, At length, won by the affe&tic, l 
bore her, he begged her to pardon him for ,; 
ving too credulous an car to ſuch reports Ky 
nifying her great modeſty, and reftifyin 5 
extreme love and affection he had for her , _—— 
cluding in the end, as is common with LES 55 
with ſhedding each a flood of mutual and Aa 
procal tears. The king now being perten | 
reconciled, and giving a firm belief to þ 5 
words, he drew her to him to careſs and wn AW. 
with him; but at this, Mariamne ſaid 0 
cannot be in love, and give orders, on Art 
13's puniſhing you, that I ſhould die withou 
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happily falling from her tongue, Herod w 

10 240 at a, and e thruſt Irin 
him, making loud exclamations, tearing hi 
hair from his head, and ſaying, he needed ty 
further proof to convince him of the truth d 
Joſeph's familiarity with her; for he you 
never have diſcloſed ſuch a thing ſo ſecteiy 
committed to him, if there had not been! 
cloſe correſpondence and friendſhip beryeen 
them. In this ſituation of temper, he was in 4 
manner upon the poiut of Killing her; but lis 
love again reſtraining him, after he had vey i 3 
feelingly lamented his condition, he put + iſ 
guard upon his paſſion. But Fo/eph was d. 
dered to be put to death, without giving hin 
the benefit of ſeeing him, and Alexanira, x 
if ſhe had been the real cauſe of all theſe (dil. 
turbances, was clapt into priſon. 1 


prodigality were ſo unlimited and unbounde, 
that ſhe was in the utmoſt impatience tl 
ſhe had obtain'd every thing on which ſhe h 
once fixed her affection. Hence were Ceri 
all thoſe daily importunities, with which li 
tired Anthony, to ſeize upon the ellates d 
others, and give them her ; and hence proceed 
cd her endeavours, while ſhe accompanied ii 
into Syria, to make him reduce that count 
to her obedience. She procured Ly/anias, ti 
ſon of Ptolomy, to be put to death, acculiy 
him of bringing the Parthians to raiſe dt 
bances. She ſolicited Anthony to ſeize Ui 
Arabia and Fudea, diſpoſſeſs the kings of thi 
countries of their dominions, and belitov thr WY 
upon her. In ſhort, Anthony, by her art 
ſinuations, was ſo prevailed upon at laſt, til = 
he ſeemed bewitched with her requeſts, and! 8 
have no power of himſelf ro refuſe bet 7 Ry 
thing ſhe wanted: However, the ſhame d 
apparent 1njury opened his eyes, appreheno% 
his implicit granting all her demands, *. : 
caſt a ſhade upon his character and bold 
Therefore not to refuſe Cleopatra's requel.” 
together, or ſhew himſelf unjuſt by ſatls)" = 
it in its full extent, he curtailed a portion 5 = 
it her, *j_ 
each country, and beſtowed it upon „ 
ding to his gift the ſeveral cities Iying , | 


e 
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„ 
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the river Flutherts, and extending n 475 as 
Ae pt, but out of his grant he excluded 29 fe 
and Sidon, which, from long antiquity, were 
free cities, though ſhe was very ſollicitous to 
have them too included in her petition. | 
Cleopatra having obtained theſe places, an 
fer Anthony, on his expedition into Armenia, 
as far as the Euphrates, returned back, taking 
ina her way Apamia and Arabia, and making 
a progreſs into Fudea, where Herod paid her a 
vit, and redeemed that portion of Arabia 
= ory had given her, as alſo the fruits of 
WW tc country about Fericho, which produceth 
great numbers of fine palm trees, and a kind 
of the beſt balſam, found in no other place 
whatſoever ; during her abode at this place, 
where ſhe had great familiarity with Herod, 
ſhe endeavoured to ſeduce him to her ſhame- 
leſs pleaſures, ſeeming to be in love with him, 
or more probably, cunningly thinking to 
make her commerce with him, the ground of 
entrapping him, for ſhe intended her love as 
| his certain ruin. But Herod was too wary to 
be caught; he had been of a long time on no 
god terms with her, and knew the great trou- 
WE blc and diſturbance ſhe gave every body. Be- 
ide, it ſhe proceeded to a diſcovery of her 
WE unbridled appetite, he was reſolved to guard 
BE hinſclf againſt her. In ſhort, he gave her a 
WE {lat denial, and adviſed with his f:iends, if he 
WE ought not to put her to death now he had her 
= in his power; for all thoſe who had or ſhould 
be deceived by her for the future, would find 
WE their advantage in ſuch a flep, and Anthony 
= himſclt would be no loſer, fince ſhe would 
prove faithleſs to him on any fair opportunity 
that ſuited and favoured her deligns. His 
Ws friends diſſuaded him from ſuch a deſign, by 
WE repreſenting the danger, to which he would 
8 cxpoſe himſelt, eſpecially at a time he had 
matters of much greater importance upon his 
bands; concluding, if he had any regard to 
WE ic intreatics and deſires, not to commit an 
action ſo precipitate and haſty, That Antho- 
g would not ſuffer ſuch a thing to go unpu- 


% 1 x * * 33 
N 7 28 * 
* wat S 
5 AE Aoi og Ol W N 0-4 
FBS 1 e 0 * 


"2 Hote Herod makes an Expedition again 
e Arabians. Of a great Earthquake. 


D, finding the Arabian king frau- 
0 dulent and tricking in his actions, was 
reſolved to chaſtiſe him by the force of arms, 
2 jand compel him to more equitable terms : 


ona, made him defer his deſign to another 


u eepportunity. The famous battle at Actium, 
1 Nhich tell out upon the one hundred and elghty 
> peventh Olympiad, kept every one in ſuſpence : 
50 ; I in this action CA ſar and Anthony were re- 
4 olved to decide on whoſe ſide the government 
4 Pt rhe empire ſhould fall: Herod having took 
mA Rae to have his Kingdom well tilled and mana- 
i =_— „ Vi hereby he had amaſſed a prodigious 
| =... ol riches, from the numerous returns 
| | 3 og —_ ot the fruits, had a choice army, 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


' . | 
ur the war now breaking out among the 


36T 
niſhed, though he had the moſt evident ſigns gi- 
ven him of his own advantage in it. That 
there was more reaſon to believe his love 
would be the more inflamed, when he ſhould 
find himſelf robbed of her by violence and 
force, and no plauſible excuſe would be allow- 
ed him, when the bare mention of attempting 
the moſt beautiful woman of her age, quite 
weighed down all other conſiderations; and 
laſtly, if there was advantage to be imagined 
from ſuch an action, the boldneſs of the fact 
would entirely overwhelm it ; from all which 
it was plain, his kingdom and family would be 
embroiled in terrible and laſting calamities; 
but that there was nothing to fear from his re- 
jecting herallurements, ſince the preſent ſitua- 
tion of his affairs gave ſo fine an opportunity 
that favoured ſuch a deſign. At length, by 
this repreſentation, and a corroboration of what 
they had advanced by examples of the ſame 
nature, they induced him to deſiſt from his in- 
tended purpoſe. In the concluſion, having pa- 
ciſied Cleopatra with ſome valuable preſents, 
he accompanied her to A#gypt. 

Anthony having ſubdued Armenia, took the 
ſon of Tigranes, his ſons, and chief officers, 
and all the rich ſpoils of that country, and 
{ent them as a preſent to Cleopatra. Artaxias, 
the youngeſt ſon, having eſcaped, afterwards 
came to be king of Armenia, but was, as will 
be ſeen hereafter, driven out by Arche/aus and 
Nero Czſar, and Tigranes, his youngeſt bro- 
ther, advanced in his room. f | 

As to the tributes due to Cleopatra for the 
countries given her by Anthony, Herod took 
great caution to pay them, according to cuſtom, 
imagining it ſafer to do ſo, than give her any 
handle of advantage againſt him. As to rhe 
Arabian king, Herod, having made himſelf his 
ſecurity for payment of his tributes, received 
at one time two hundred talents, as ſo much 
money in arrear ; but in all other payments he 


was very backward and crafty, and it at an 


time Herod received any ſums, he was obliged 
to ſuffer ſome fraud or loſs in It. T 


CHAP V. 


the Arabian King, and after f. Pa. 
Lagements carries away the Victory, wy g, and after ſeveral En 


is acknowledged Lord of that Nation by 


ſupplyed with every thing, at hand, in order 


to give Anthouy his affittance. But Anthony 
abſolutely refuſed his aid (having heard of 
the Arabian king's perfidious actions, both to 
Herod and Cleopatra) and bade him employ 
his arms in Arabia, This was what Cleopatra 
wanted, thinking it for her intereſt to let 
them weaken one another by their engagements. 
Theſe orders coming from Anthony, Herod re- 
turned, and kept his army in readineſs, deſign- 
ing ſhortly to attack Arabia. After he had 
reintorced himſelf with ſeveral auxiliary troops 
of horſe and foor, he marched to Diopolis, 
where the Hrabiaus, who had been acquainted 
beſore-hand with this expedition, met him. 
The fignal of battle was ſoon given, and a 
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terrible fight maintained on both ſides, but 
the Fewws, in the concluſion, became conque- 


rors. After this overthrow, the Arabians raiſ- 


ed another army, more numerous than the 


former, and came to a place in Cælo-Syria, 


called Cem; but Herod, hearing of their march, 
took the major part of his forces, and ap- 
proached the place, where he fixed his cawp, 
and guarded it with a trench, waiting for a 
fir opportunity to give the enemy battle. 
But the 2 army finding him upon this de- 
ſign, made loud complaints, and begg'd him not 
to let them delay, but to lead them againſt the 
Arabians, without placing any obſtacle in their 
way. They were animated with an extreme 
ardor to engage, as thinking themtelves well 


prepared, and the reflection of their former 


victory made them more preſling for the battle : 
The murmurs they expreſſed for being hinder'd, 
and their eagerneſs to fall upon the enemy, 
induced Herod to make advantage of their 
chearfulneſs ; wherefore telling them he would 
be ready to put in execution the valiant air 
they put on, he marched his firſt corps, ſword 
in hand, and was followed by the reſt of his 
forces in a very decent order ; this appearance 
ſtruck the Arabians with a pannic; for they no 
ſooner obſerved the Fews intrepid, and fluſh'd 
with freſh courage, the reſult of their late 
victory over them, but retreating back a little 
way, they, at length, turned back and fled, 
ax if Athenion, who proved of great diſ- 
ſervice to Herod and the Fews, had not thrown 
an impediment in their way, every man of 
them had been cut to pieces. Cleopatra had 
conſtituted this perſon governor of this part 
of the country, and he was upon no good 
terms with Herod, His aim was to watch an 
opportunity how the iſſue of this battle turn- 
ed, having prepared a body of forces of his 
own, and concluded, it the Arabians bore 
away the victory, to fit neuter, but if fortune 
proved averſe to their cauſe, which, in effect, 
it did, to fall then upon the Fews with his men; 
accordingly, he ſallied out upon them in a weary 
condition, and full of the victory they had 
obtained, and made a terrible flaughter of 
their body; for having exhauſted all their 
ſtrength upon the enemy, they were too re- 
mils in guarding the victory they had got, 
and therefore eaſily gave ground to this freſh 
ſupply, which forcing them into rocky and 
craggy places, where they could not uſe their 
horſes, made terrible havock among them. 
This alteration of the day inſpired with freſh 
courage the Arabians, who turning back their 
fugitive troops, put to the ſword all the flying 
Fews. The laughter on this occaſion was 
very melancholy, but ſome, who had the for- 
tune to eſcape, withdrew into their camp. 
Herod, in a prodigious concern at this unluck 

turn, rode back after them with all the haſte 
he could to aſſiſt them, but all the expedition 
he made was ineffectual, and all his diligence 
uſeleſs, for the enemy poſleſt themſelves of 
their camp. This unexpected victory was by 
ſo much the more pleaſing to the Arabians, as 
they had obtained it at a time they could not 
even hope for it, and their adverſaries ſtrength 
was ſo much exhauſted. After this defeat He- 
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rod pillaged the country, and by his fre, 
incurſions from the mountains where ere 
incamped himſelf, committed terrible ray, 8 
but avoided all he could, to come to an — 
engagement; in fine, what by his diligence * 
ſtratagems he gave the enemy a great deal : 
diſturbance, and took every ſtep to make re : 
tion for the late miſcarriage of his count; 5 
In the interim, while the battle at An 
was carrying on between Cæſar and Aae 
Herod then being in the ſeventh year 0 1 
reign, Fudea was ſhook with the moſt b 
earthquake that ever happened in it. (re 
numbers of cattle over all the country yer 
buried alive in it, and about ten thouſand wy 
ſons, by the tumbling down of the houſes, je. 
riſhed in the ruins, notwithſtanding the 6s 
encamped under the open air, ſuffered ng de. 
ſtruction from this dreadful calamity, ſo fy 
to almoſt every living thing elſe : The neus 
of theſe diſaſters was inſtantly carried to the 
Arabians by perſons, who, in order to make the 


Violent 
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Jews ſtill more odious to them, increaſed the ME 


account of them beyond the bounds of truth: 
the Arabians were animated againſt the 2 
imagining now the country of their enemir 
being overturned, and great part of its illa. 
bitants ſwallowed up, there was nothing to 
hinder them from ſeizing upon it. Beſide, the 
apprehended the J7ewiſhb ambaſſadors, who, 
after theſe fatal accidents to their country, l 
been ſent to ſue for peace, and put them u 
death, making all imaginable haſte to match 
againſt the army ſtill ſubſiſting. But the Jeu 
were not in heart to make head againſt their 
invaſion ; their dependency and great deje&io 

uite deprived them of any hopes to re- ett. 
bliſh their affairs, and their deſpair was f 


great, that they could not even think ntl 


any reaſon, after the many diſmal calamitis 
ſuſtained in their engagements, to reliſt tht 
enemy; nor could they ſee any proſpect of 4 
ſiſtance, while their domeſtic affairs were 1t- 
volved in ſuch dreadful circumſtances. Thing 
being in this unhappy ſituation, Hercd dei. 
tured, however, to try if he could work ay 
thing upon the officers, by the force and poi- 
er of words; he endeavour'd to raiſe up the! 
ſpirits from their melancholy dejection, all 


had fo much influence over them in a {:t! Wy 


time, that ſeveral of the principal taking he 
from his remonſtrances, he was emboldened! 
give the whole army an harangue ; a thing be had 
hitherto declined, fearing the impoſlibulty © 
mollifying them to his defigns, by reaſon 0! 10 g 
pre judicated bad ſenſe they entertained of toet 


misfortunes. In ſhort, he addreſſed him{! " BR 


them, and made them the following ſpeeci: : 4 
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My CounTRYMEN, 


wW 


takings at this time, and very likely 
ſons among you of experienced prov 
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| my 
E are not ignorant how man) tai BY 


ic 
have oppoſed themſelves to our νẽN 
ſeveral fe 


eſs and 


by 
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lour, cannot, from the view of your pre! 5 
But ſince jy 


fairs, be induced to take heart. 


1 
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our power to retrieve our late diſhonout, " B 
the calamities we have ſuffered by one 
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are preſſed by a hot war, and we have 1 ey 
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ijmous action; let me take this op- 

e is ſhew you in what point of light 
mr may ſtill diſcover the greatneſs of your 
minds and native ardour. 1 will in the firſt 
lace remind you of the war, which we under- 
took upon honourable and juſt grounds, being 
compelled by the injuries our enemies did us 
to ſtand upon our defence; this conſideration, 


1 preſume, if maturely weighed, will be of great 


ſome contentment. 
advantage, and afford you 

: will demonſtrate the reaſons 
ou have to deſpiſe every diſaſter hitherto ſuſ- 


W : ined, and to hope for better ſucceſs, and an 


5 1 aſſured victory for the future. I ſhall begin 


5 


4, 
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uich a recapitulation, and make you yourſelves 
uirneſſes to my own werds. You are not inſen- 
BE {ble to the unjuſt proceedings of the Hrabians, 
nor to their perfidious treatment of all others; 
W this is a practice too common with a Barbarian, 
ZE and a contemner of the high God. But we have 


been the greateſt ſufferers by his avarice and 


colluſive ways, eſpecially when our affairs were 
E cmbroiled. But why ſhould I inſiſt on many 
things? Say, when they apprehended being cait 
out of their dominions, and ſubjected to Cleopa- 
WT :-1'5 government, who were the perſons that de- 
XX livered them from their fears? *I was my love 
WE for Anthony, and his „ kindneſs for me, 
that proved the means o 
WE further encroachments. Anthony was cautions 
Mof my intereſt, and never did any thing to my 


freeing them from any 


Wprejudice ; when he gave Cleopatra a portion of 
bo both kingdoms, I was the perſon who took the 


Neffair into my conſideration, and by the power of 


3 
* 
6 5 0 "7 1 


preſents out of my own effects, ſecur'd both. 


My coſts in this matter were exceeding great, 
being obliged to pay in hand two hundred ta- 


Wents, and give my word for two hundred more, 
hich were aſſeſſed upon their kingdom, the 
erenues of which they took to their own uſe, 
Sand kept from us who had a lawful title to re- 


3s, 


2 


we ns 
Thc 


eie them, though in point of juſtice, the eus 


ght not to be taxed in their goods, or have 
ny part of their lands under the encroachment 
pf a tribute. And though it ſhould be ſo, yet 
3 they are not to be ſqueezed for thoſe who have 
Received their preſervation from them, The 
Mrs, when they asked our alliance, con- 
ed themſelves indebted to us for their king- 


om, and they act now very injuriouſiy, to 


reat us thus ungenerouſly, who are not their 
Pnemies, but friends. There oftentimes ſub- 
Wiſts between the moſt inveterate perſons a kind 
f fidelity, but friendſhip among thoſe who 
rofeſs the greateſt gratitude, ought to be the 
Poſt inviolable; ſuch an alliance is not, nor 
ght to be maintained with thoſe who account 


ay method to extort money, as honeſt and 
ſtifiable; and make ever 


4 55 illegal act that 
Haares with their intereſt of no bad conſequence, 


you make any heſitation then, whether you 


= . "Ie" 
ehen God himſelf expreſly enjoins us to 


1 arbarians eſteemed the moſt flagitious of all 


= y have committed upon our ambaſ- 
F = dors, whom 


a gays held the 
1 


mes, the 


they have ſlain, The Greeks al- 
perſoas of ambaſſadors ſacred and 
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inviolable, and we are a nation who boaſt to 
have received, by the meſſengers of God, the 
moſt charming maxims, and a ſyſtem of the beſt 
laws in the world. The name of an ambaſſador 
has a power peculiar to itſelf, which is, that it 
in ſome ſort copies the divinity before men, and 
works between enemies the bands of peace and 
reconciliation ; what can then be a greater im- 
piety than to put ambaſſadors to death, who ate 
upon affairs of ſo great importance and concern? 

r ſay, how can any, who make themſelves 
partizans of ſuch actions, think to have an 
happy life, or receive any ſucceſs from their en- 
gagements? For my part I cannot fee how it 
can be done. Somebody will now perhaps ob- 
ject and ſay, that juſtice and equity are on our 
ſide, but that our enemies are inveſted with 
greater power, and conſiſt of more numbers. 


But this is a charge which but ill agrees witli 


ou to ſpeak it; for whoſoever have juſtice on 
their ſides, have God to defend them, and with 
whom ſoever God is, thoſe perſons need not fear 
ſtrength and courage. Let us now look into our 
actions againſt them. In our firſt engagement we 
bore away the victory from them; and in our 
ſecond, they were not able to bear the violent 
ſhock we made, but precipitately turned their 
backs and fled. As we were moving off with 
the palm in our hands, Athenion fell upon us 
without giving notice of his intention ; now 
whether is this to be called an act of their va- 
lour, or to be ſtigmatized as a ſecondary piece 
of injuſtice and treachery 2 Why then ſhould we 
deſpond at a thing which ought to animate and 
inſpire us with greater hope? And how comes 
it that we are ſo timorous of thoſe perſons who, 
every time they fought openly with us, were 
overthrown, and whoſe ſeveral ſucceſſes are to 
be attributed ſolely to their artificial and trea- 
cherous deſigns ? If any one among you ſuppoſes 
them men of valour and courage, why doth nor 
he, on that very account, animate himſelf with 
a nobler bravery to fight them? To attempt a 
buſineſs that is in itſelf magnanimous, argues 
great ſpirit, and a poſſibility to overcome the 
difficulty; if any man is intimidated at his do- 
meſtic accidents, or harbour any apprehenſions 
about the ruins made by the earthquake, let 
him primarily conſider, that the ſame thing 
may happen to the Arabians, who make more 
of the caſe than in reality it was; and there- 
fore it would be very diſhonourable for us to 
make that a motive of indolence, which is a 
cauſe of courage to them, Nor is the valour 
they now aſſume owing to any good fortune 
they have obtained, but to their hopes that 
we are ready to fink under the weight of our 
own calamities, If we take heart, and march 
out againſt them, we ſhall not only cool rhar 
blaze of valour they expreſs, but procure this 
further advantage, not to be troubled any more 
with contending with them, nor are we redu- 
ced to ſuch a melancholy condition yet, nor, 
as ſome imagine, are our misfortunes the mark 
of God's vengeance againſt us, but only acci- 
dents proceeding from natural cauſes, and the 
conſequences ot our own bad luck. If God, 
through his wiſdom, ſent them upon us, it is 
then evident the ſame wiſdom put an end to 
them, being ſatisfied with what is already paſt, 
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for if he had deſigned to have puniſhed us 
Jonger, the ſcene of our troubles had not ſo 
quickly been over. The war was begun by his 
direction, and he himſelf tells us, we under- 
took it upon juſt cauſes. The earthquake, in- 
deed, ſwallowed up all parts of the country 

reat numbers of perſons, but not a man among 
you ſuffered in the calamity ; this is, therefore, 
an argument from God himſelf, that if you, to- 
gether with your wives and children, had en- 
gaged in battle, you could not then have ex- 
pected a more terrible calamity ; theſe conſi- 
derations being maturely weighed, and, what 
is ſtill of greater importance, your reflecting 
on God's being always your helper, will ani- 
mate you with a juſt and valiant behaviour to 
puniſh men, the conſtant infringers of alliances; 
men who give no quarter in war; men impious 


againſt the ſacred perſons of ambaſladors ; and 


laſtly, men at all times vanquithed by your ſu- 
perior valour and conduct, 


This ſpeech of Herod animated the Fews 
with greater ardour to undertake the war. 


Herod, after he had facriticed, according to the 


preſcription of the laws, took the army and 


marched with it over Fordau to meet the Ara- 


bians, incamping himſelf at a ſmall diſtance 
from the enemy; there was a caſtle ſtandin 

between the two armies, which Herod had a 
mind to take in, ſuppoſing it would be of 
great advantage to him, to _ the enemy 


with ſudden skirmiſhes, and to detend his camp, 


if the war proved of any duration. But the 


Arabiaus having the ſame deſign upon the 


place, a terrible conflict enſued upon their dit- 
terent pretenſions to it. Several skirmiſhes hap- 
pened between the armies before they cloſed 


in, but when they came to handy blows, ſeve- 


ral fell on both ſides, till at length the Arabi- 
ans were forced to retreat with the greateſt 
loſs, this advantage was of great ſervice to 
the Jews who began to revive their hopes. 
Herod well knowing the Arabians, were reſol- 
ved to undergo every thing, rather than ſeem 
diſheartened at the engagement, began very 
valiantly to pull down their ramparts, and ma- 
king a nearer approach to fall upon their camp. 
This violent proceeding of Herod put the ene- 
my into great diſorder, who, without any ſigns 
of cheartulneſs, or hopes of victory, marched 
out in a contuſed order ; for their ſuperior 
numbers, and the neceſſity that drove them to 
take courage and fight, compelled them to an 
open engagement, when a very fierce battle 
began, a great number falling on both ſides, 


Fravius JoSEPHUS 


till the Arabians were obliged to tur 
backs and fly, The fugitive Arabian: 
ſlain in heaps, and ſuch a terrible ſlau = 
made of them, when they began to give K it 
that they not only fell by the han a8 . 
7ews, but numbers of them, through Fat 
reat multitude, and the confuſion in wh 
they fled, were trodden to death, or Kue 
their own darts; about five thouſand periſ J 
on this occaſion, the reſt who ſaved thr 
raking refuge within their fortifications, 1 
as they were in great want of proviſions by 


n their 


water, they could not entertain any hopes 4; 
ſafety. The Fews purſued them, but 18 
they could not break in upon them, the 1 
veſted the fortification, and planted 110 
hinder any from getting out, or ma 
eſcape. 

The Arabians, in theſe preſſing circumſta 
ces, ſent ambaſſadors to Herod about compound. 


uar as to 
Ing their 


ing firſt; but, the famine raging more grieral. 


ly among them, they atterwards offered a; 
manner ot conditions, provided they might cc. 
part quietly for the preſent. But neither an. 
baſſadors, nor any ranſoms for the priſoners, ng 
other conſideration whatſoever, could pre 
any thing on Herod, who only wanted an op. 
tunity to revenge himſelf upon them for the i. 


juries they had done him. Theſe hard circun. 


ſtances compelled them, who were forced by 
their extreme thirſt and other hardſhips, to ſur 
render themſelves voluntarily to the Jeu wi 
put them in chains; the number, in about fic 
days ſpace, amounred to four thouſand, why 
were taken captives. But on the ſixth dy, 
thoſe who remained behind, thinking it mar 
honourable to undergo the worſt extremities 
than ſuſtain a lingering death in the hands d 
their enemies, had formed a deſign of making 
a deſperate fally, after the practice of ya, 
upon the Fews With this reſolution, they 
ruthed out of their fortifications, but could not 
maintain the engagement, being too much 
weakened both in body and mind, to periom 
any thing of conſequence. About ſeven thot- 
ſand periſhed in the firſt onſet, which terte 
defeat quite took away all their former hopes 


and courage: The Arabians, from this (inguit 


inſtance of Herod's great valour in his mi- 
tunes, were very much aſtoniſhed ; they ſub- 
mitted themſelves to him for the future, an 
paid obedience to him as the real lord ot 
their nation. This victory gave Herod a git 
deal of ſatisfaction; after Which he retuttt 
home, not without great honours paid hin & 
his valiant behaviour and fortunate ſucceb. 


CHAP. VEL, 


How Herod, having put Hyrcanus to Death, went to Cæſar, from whom he obtains b 
a Confirmation of the Kingdom; and how, not long afier this, he magnijiceli) #. 


entertained Cæſar at i'toloinais. 


* 


ERC D's other affairs were now in a 
promiſing ſituation, from the difficulty 

of being attacked on any ſide of his kingdom. 
Bur Cæſar deieating Anthony at Actium, made 
him apprehend a toral ſubverſion of his affairs. 
He as well as his friends and enemies, imagi- 


ned he was now in a deplorable circum | 
dor tl | { the world, attel, 
{or there was no reaſon in tne vey” 
intimate friendſhip carried on bervwe,., 


1 Ly nic): | 9 
and Anthony, to hope for an indemnui') 56 


friends entertained of him; an > 


: : g G Il the 10 
conlideration quite effaced a F > 
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anc; 
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8 | regal digmty, 


W -; ons of procuring the kingdom 
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his enemies put on an out ward air of lor 
row, but ſectetly rejoiced at his Tj gang 
*nagining a change of affairs for the 1 55 
As to Hered himſelf, when he obſcrvec 8 1 
Mhcants was the only perſon inveſted, with a 
bes he thought, if he cut him oft, 
e would receive advantages from ſuch an acti- 
on; but he imagined, ſhould he ſave and pre- 
derte himſelf from danger, it might poſſibly 
be, that a man, more worthy of the Kingdom 
than himſelf, might take advantage ot his cri- 
tical circumſtances, and entertain ambitious ſen- 
9 for himſelf; 
and it Car, he reflected, ſhould put him to 
death, he had ſtill more deſires to cut him off, 


\v Cre 


* 


being the only ſurviving perſon, having 
ay title to ſucceed him. 


. ; . / 
While Herod was in this confuſton, an op- 


4 portunity offered that favoured his deligns. 


anus was indeed of a quiet diſpoſition, 
d had never then or at any other time gl- 


en any ſigns of concerning himſelf in public 


+ aftairs, or attempting any innovation in the 


government; he had on the contrary, always 


WE {ubmitted to his hard fortune, chuling rather, 
i order to live contentedly and in peace, to 
oadergo any thing his condition preſented him 
WW it 1. 
fit, and hurricd on by a vain hope of a 

chauge in the kingdom; ſhe ſolicited her fa- 
ther not to bear always the injuries Herod did 
ner Family, but anticipate his future hopes, 
= ic an opportunity favoured him, and beg- 
Feed him to write to Ma/chns, then in poſſeſ- 
ion of Arabia, to take them into his protec- 
8 tion; for there was all the reaſon in the world, 


But Alexandra was of a contentious 


Natter their departure, to think Cæſar would 


WE prove Herod's enemy, and then they had no- 
thing to do, but ſeize upon the government 
Jin conjunction together, having promiſing mo— 


Wt vcs to ſuch an enterprize, both on account 


While ihe was endeavouring all ſhe 


ould to perſuade Hyrcauus, he gave no man- 


oer of car to her remonſtrances. But Alexan- 


3 5 | 
[gy _— 


14, preſſing him further with her womaniſh 


would be of conſid 


nportunities, never left him night nor day, but 


Nas always alarming him with plots againſt his 
iſe laid by 77rd; till, at length, ſhe brought 


* 
8 
N 


im over to ſend one Deſtheus, a friend of 
öbcirs, with a Letter to Malchus, praying him 
s ſend a body of horſe to take and carry him 
car as the lake of Aſphaltotes, which was 
tant from iereſolhma about three hundred 
rlongs; he placed ſo much the more confi- 
encec in Dog/theus, as he knew himſelf and 


iin, was his kinſman, and the brother of 


e hopes of advantage he expected Herod 


3 N 15 . » . . 
ould accompliſh, in an airer light then thoſe 
x entertained of Hjrcants, he gave Herod 


1 letter, who commended his fidelity, and 
1 ered him to give Malchus the letter, as it 


then ſealed, and bring back his anſwer ; for 


Fx erable advantage to know 


of the Antiquities of the. Jews: 


ot their family, and the love the people bore 
them. 
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alſo his intentions: Doſitheus having frankly 
undertaken this buſineſs, the Arabian wrote 


back, he would with gladneſs receive not only 
Hyrcanus, and the reſt of his family, but all 


the Fews who were willing to follow his for- 


tunes, and ſend a convenient number of them 
to eſcort them in ſafety, and comply with all 
his demands. [ered having receiv'd this letter, 
ſent immediately for Hyrcanus, and charged 
him flatly with the agreement made between 
him and Malchus: But Hyrcanus denying the 
fact, Herod produced the letter in his council, and 
order'd Hyrcanus immediately to be put to death. 

We have given this account juſt as it is re- 
lated in the archives of king Herod. But other 
writers have ſome diſagreement as to the facts. 
they ſeem to be of opinion that Herod exhibit- 
ed a very treacherous accuſation againſt Fyr- 
canus, and put him to death; which is different 
to my account: Now theit's is as follows, that 
at a certain banquet, without any manner of 
ſuſpicion, he put the queſtion to Hjrcanns, 
and asked him if he had received a letter from 
Malchus, to which he anſwer'd one, bur full 
of nothing but congratulatory words; that 
Hered after this, asked him if he had receiv'd 
ever a preſent, to which he made reply, that 
he had ſent him four ſaddle aſſes, which the 
king taking for a full diſcovery of treaſon; 
ordered him to be put to death. But others, 
to excuſe this account, and prove his being 
not guilty of a crime to merit this death, ſay, 
that he was one of the mildeſt temper'd per- 
ſons in the world, never being known in his 
youth to give any ſigns of courage or forward- 
neſs; nay, not when he came to the kingdom, 
but left every thing to Antipater's admini— 
ſtration. Beſides, that he was now paſt his 
eightieth year, and knew Herod well eſtabliſh'd 
in his kingdom, and had gone over the Eu- 
Phrates, in order to live under his ſub jection, 
ſo that it was very unlikely, nay, foreign to 
his very temper, to attempt any revolution, of 
to change the face of things; and therefore the 
account of Herod's murthering Hyrcanus, was 
to be looked upon as a fable, 

This was the cataſtrophe of Fiyrcanus, who 
in his life-time had full experience of the viciſ- 
ſitudes vt good and bad fortune; for in the 
beginning of his mother Alexandra's Govern- 


ment, he was conſtituted high prieſt, and which 


dignity he enjoyed nine years. After his mo- 
ther's death he took the reins of the kingdom 
into his hands, which he managed three months 
and was then dethroned by his brother Ae 
bulus, Pompey reſtored him to the full poſſeſ- 
ſion of all his honours, which he en joyed forty 
years, and was again deprived of them by 
Antigonts, being atterwards multilated by him, 
and compelled to live in {lavery among the 
Parthians. Some ſhort time after this, hie re- 
turned home on the hopes Herod had given 
him, but he never met with the ſatisfaction to 
ſee any of them accompliſhed, being harraſſed 
with an abounding ſource of troubles, bur 
what was the greateit affliction, of which we 
have taken notice above, was the unworthy 
cataſtrophe he made in his old age; for he 
ſeems to have been of a very mild and reſer- 
ved diſpoſition in every action of his life, and 
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to have left the greateſt ſhare of the govern- himſelf one of Anthony*s bet connce! 2 if 


ment to the adminiſtration of Sterns, be- 
ing averſe to public buſineſs, and unacquaint- 
ed with the maxims of policy. On this mode- 
rate behaviour of his, both Antipater, and Herod 
laid the foundation and carried the views of 
their ambition to that height, that Hyrcanns, 
in the concluſion, againſt the ſacred laws both 
of juſtice and equity, was oblig*d to ſuffer as 
he did. 

Herod, having thus got Hyrcanus out of the 
way, made all imaginable haſte to Cæſar; but 
his late friendſhips for Anthony, made his af- 
fairs ſeem to him in a deſperate condition. 
Alexandra too, gave him feartul apprehenſions, 
ſuſpecting his abſence would yield her a fair 
opportunity to put in practice her rebellious 
deſigus, in conjunction with the people, and 
raiſe a ſedition in the kingdom. Wheretore to 
prevent theſe things, having firſt ſecurely pla- 


ced his mother Q pris, and his Siſter, and all 
his children at Maſſada, he entruſted the en- 


tire adminiſtration of his kingdom, to his bro- 
ther Pheroras, expreſly charging him to have 
a watchful eye over his affairs, if he heard of 


any cabals againſt his intereſt, But his wite 


Mariamne (whom, on account of the difference 
with his mother and ſiſter, he could on no con- 
dition ſuffer to live with them) he put wich her 
mother Alexandra, in the caſtle of Alexandrion, 
leaving Jo/eph the queſtor, and Samns the 
Ionian, two of his moſt faichtul and longeſt 
friends, to guard them, under a ſhew of doing 
them honour. But he very ſenſibly enjoined 
them, aſſoon as they found them acting in pre- 
judice to his intereſt, to put both of them to 
death, and, in conjunction with his brother 
Pheroras, uſe their utmoſt endeavours to ſecure 
the kingdom for his ſons. 

Having given theſe orders, he made all ima- 


ginable haſte to meer Cæſar at Rhodes, unto 


which city he was no ſooner entered, but he 
put of his diadem, appeared in his other re- 
galties. When he came before Cz/ar, he gave 
a greater proof of his heroic ſoul than ever; 
he did not (as is cuſtomary in the like caſes) 
deſcend to ſervile intreaties, and ſupplicate for 
any pardon of his crime, but with a brave and 
undaunted look, he proceeded to give Cz/ar 
an account o nis actions, by repreſenting, 
That is friefflſhips for Anthony had been the 
moſt ſacrefl, for whom he had done all in his 
power to place him at the helm of the empire; 
howevery that he had not aſſiſted him with any 
forces, thaving had uſe for them himſelf in the 
Arabian war, but had given him a ſupply of 
money and proviſions, which yet did not anſwer 
the obligations he owed him; for. if. a man 
profeſſes himfelf a friend to any one, and is con- 
ſcious, he lies under obligations that ſhould bind 
him to ſuch friendſhip, he ought with all the 
power of his ſoul, body and eſſects, to hazard him- 
ſelf for him. And though he was ſenſible he had 
not done Anthony ſo much ſervice in theſe three 
articles as he ought, jet he perſuaded himſelf he 


| had acted an hinourable thing, in not relinguiſh= 


ing him after his defeat at Actium, or turnin 
his foe, after his fortune had received another 
aſpect; beſide, if he had not given him that aſ- 
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Siftance uhich heonght, yet he had approved him afterwards the title of being one ot * 3 
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better condition to procure a reconciliatis 


| 1 a... 
not prolong his hatred with you But . ba 


| i 297 
theſe remonſtrances, which he took ty his 7 
wn 


detriment and your advantage, could win "ry 
over, he preſſſting to follow his own raſh, 

unadviſed conceits. Wherefore if, 3 
anger for Anthony, or ſhall adjudge mn rail 
of a crime, for my firm attachment tg bis ins 
reft, qeu have here my open confeſſion tha g 
guilty; for I. ſhall never be afraid, ey 1 
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oc nach 
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loved and honoured him. But, 
ballance, or changing my conditio 
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ding to put Cleopatra 75 death, as the # 
way left him in the world, to pre eros h a; i 9 
fairs in ſome tolerable degree of ſaf ety ; for 275 N 

mas dead, he might have ſome by Fu / tins + 
him of being in the government, and}, 1 I. 


what kind of perſon Tam to benfatiers, q Wn 


what is my friendſhip, you need only engtir 
into my paſt conduct, and that will infa z 
beſt ; jor the alteration of my fortune, will ng 
the leaſt effacethat ſtability ꝙ friendſbip ulich 
once entertain for any one. 

Cæſar, who was a generous and a kindpring 
having heard theſe things, and found of uhu 
a frank temper he was, conceived not a lit; 


ſatisfaction at his words; ſo that in the cd 


ſion the articles upon which he was accuſe 
inſtead of proving his diſadvantage, but te 
more conciliated Cæſar's friendſhip to him; l 


fine, Cæſar placed the diadem again on bis 
and exhorted him to preſerve for him the u ü 


inviolable friendſhip, 
ſhewn Anthony. 
him ſeveral honours, and concluded with td. 
ling him, that he had received a letter fron 


which he had bee 


Ointus Didins, in which the great ſervice s RR: 


had done him in the affair of the gladiuar 
was particularly mentioned. When Hd 
found himſelt thus generouſly entertained, ad 
that beyond his expectations he had got bi 
kingdom again confirmed to him in a ting! 
manner than before, both by the grant d 
Cæſar, and a decree of the Roman Seu, 
which he thought a more powerful ſandu Rn 
than any thing beſides, and which he had 

boured to obtain, he accompanied Cæſ u 
his march into Agypt, where he gave himal 
his favourites the moſt magnificent preſents I 
circumſtances could provide, or his ambiil 
ſupply. He petitioned Cæſar to pardon l 
andra one of Anthony's friends, but he eden 
his requeſt by an oath to the contrary. Ai 
this he returned into Judea with the gra BR 
honour and confidence, and terrified, wit WR 
approach, thoſe who had wiſh'd the con) py 
making them think that God was on [15 11 
and from the loweſt ebb of his adverlities, ps 
raiſed him conſtantly to an higher degret 1 
grandeur. His firſt actions were, bow bc b 
receive with ſuitable honour Cæſar, who 0 E 

marching out of Hria into Ag; and ad 

dingly he met him at Prolomais, where be 7 = 
tertained him with all the magnificencæ b . == 
table ro his high quality, and ſupplic ST 
army with an abundance of all manner Gf = 
viſion, This generous behaviour P 


Beſides, he conferred um 
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moſt faithful friends; for while Ceſar reviewed 
his forces he. had the honour to bear 1 Br 
pan and ride by his ſide, through the 4 
ranks of his ſoldiers. Here ar firſt receive 

Ceſar and his friends, with a retinue of a hun- 
dred and tuenty men, every man of hom 
was completely inſtructed how to give him 
the moſt elegant and ſumptuons reception. 
and beſides, he provided him and his men 
with a ſufficient quantity of wine and water, 
which his army, and the country they were to 
trarel through, greatly wanted: He preſented 


Death the Sons of Baba. 
A T his return to his kingdom, he found 


his family in the utmoſt confuſion, and 
his wife Mariamne, and her mother Alexandra, 
not well pleaſed with their condition, For 
WE they were now fully ſatisfied, having had ſeveral 
WE apprehentions about it, that their being ſhut up 
in the caſtle had not been done for the ſake of 
WE ſecuring their perſons, but to put an eſfectual 
dcop to their having any thing either of their 
WE own or any other perſon's in their power; this 
BE conſideration was a ſevere mortification to them 
== both, and Mariamue, who could not help 
thinking the king's love to her was only an 
WE amuſement to make her believe it for her 
advantage, concluded all his ſigns of reſpect 
eere fallacious at the bottom. She was vehe- 
nently concerned at reflecting he had depri- 

ed her of any hopes of ſecuring herſelf, ſhould 
Whe happen to fall into any worſe dilemma, 
nd the orders he had left 7o/eph roſe often 
Yo her remembrance; ſo that ſhe endeavoured 
y every artifice to inſinuate herſelf into the 
good graces of her keepers, eſpecially Sms, 
hom ſhe knew in a capacity to aſſiſt her, 
his Si had been an old and faithful ſer- 
ant, and had punctually paid obedience to 
ery ching he had been commanded by Herod. 
gut when the women began to ply him with 
eir preſents and deluſive ſpeeches, he gave 
ay by degrees, and in the concluſion made 
SE tu! diſcovery of every thing to which the 
ag had enjoined his ſecrecy; the principal 
ing urging him to this diſcovery, was, the 
pes he had of Herod's never returning back 
the ſame quality he went; and therefore it 
inis reſolution, in order to ſecure himſelf 
n any danger he feared from the king, to 
Re and gratify the women, who, to all 

ward appearance, were likely to retain 
rr digoity; and whoſe future authority, 
eco chem being in the next degree to the 
RS £1gning perſon) flatter'd him with ob- 
ens + greater ſhare of favour. Nor were 
LE Pcs or expectations the leſs, provided 
a returned with his point gained to his 
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” - for he knew his infatuated love to Mari- 
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de, which exceeded all bounds, render'd it 
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Ceſar alſo with a voluntary gift of ſourſcore 
talents, and made all perſons imagine the great 
preſents and ſupplies he made were abore the 
ruſtomary revenues of his kingdom. Bur this 
only the more confirmed him in their good 
will and inclinations to him; for this clear teſ- 
timony he gave of accommodating his gene- 
roſity to the neceſſity of the time, proved of 
great advantage to him, Nor upon Cæſar's 
return back cut of Agb, did he ſhew him- 
ſelf in the leaſt inferior in the preſents he 
made him then. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Hnw Herod slew Scmus and Mariamne, and after tbem Alexandra and Coſtobarus, 
and thoſe of bis Friends the moſt nearly attached to bis Intereſts, of his putting to 


impoſſibly for him to refuſe. her any thing ſhe 


delired. (1) Moved, therefore, with theſe 


conſiderations, he diſcovered the king's com- 
mands; the news was very diſagrecable to 
Mariamne, who found their was no end of 
the dangers /7crod threatn'd her, She could 
not forbear ſhewing her concern, and ſeveral 
times with great fervency wiſhed he might be 
fruſtrated in his deſigns, for ſhe was fully of 
opinion her life was in the utmoſt danger under 
him: This was but too plainly ſeen afterwards 
in what ſhe did to ſhew her concern. 

When Here came home, having brought 
his affairs to a happier ſituation then ever his 
hopes could ſuggeſt to him, he went to his 
wite the firſt of all, and told her the glad 
news of his ſacceſs. For Mariamne, of all 
his wifes, was the greateſt in his efleem, the 
ardent love he bore her, giving ker the prete- 
rence: But while Herod was telling her the 
fortunate ſucceſs of his journey, Marianne, 
unable to iflifle her troubles, diſcovered rather 
more grief then gladneſs at his relation; for 
being conſcious of her native grandeur and 
high birth, ſhe could not help ſighing as ſhe 
embraced him: This behaviour gave Herod 
great uncafineſs which wrought upon him, 
nor only by ſuſpicions, but very manifeſt ſigns ; 
it ſtruck him to the ſoul to ſee his wife demon- 
ſtrate ſo ſudden and open an hatred to him. 
Her carriage was what he could not bear, 
and as his love was raging and impatient, he 
could not continue the ſame man a moment; 
for ſometimes angry, and ſometimes brought 
to himſelf, he was tumbled from one oppolite 
paſſion to the other, in the greateſt incertaiuty 


and inconſtancy imaginable. So that what 


with his love, and what with his hatred tc 
Mariamne, he was this minute on the point of 
putting her to death for her pride; but the 
next moment love, powerſul love, bearing him 
down, he had not the courage or reſolution 
to thruſt her from him. In fine, he was eager 
to puniſh, bur he apprehended, ſhould ſhe die, 
he ſhould commit ſomething of as bad a cog 
ſequence upon himſelt. a 1 


(1) Rufinus ſays, that flattering himſelf with this deluſiye hope, he diſcorgred the Secret, 
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When his ſiſter and mother came to hear of 
this diſpoſition of his to Mariamne, they ima- 
gined they had got a fair occaſion to ſtimulate 
bis hatred to her; with this view, in the con- 
verſation they had with him, they uſed every 
art ifice and calumny which they thought would 
irritate him againſt her. But Herod was not 
now in a temper to give a joyful hearing to 
their accuſations, nor durſt he, under coulour 
of believing them, reſolve upon any thing a- 
gainſt her. Notwithſtanding, his behaviour to 
her began erery day more and more to abate, 
and a circumſtance was in the way, that ren- 
dered a reconcilation almoſt impoſſible; 
was, Mariamne”s open diſcovery of her hatred, 
and his love daily changing into the fame paſ- 
ſion; ſo that ſometimes he was juſt on reſolving 
on ſomething to her prejudice. But news at 
this time being brought him of Ce/ar having 
obtained the victory, and by the deaths of 
Anthony and Cleopaira, had made himſelt maſter 
of #yypt, he went in the urmoſt haſte to meet 
him, leaving his family in this ſituation ; bur 
Mariamne at his departure, recommending 
mus to him, to whom the owed herfſelt 
much obliged for his diligent care over her, 
ſhe begged a part of the government for him, 
which the obtained. Lered on his arrival in 
Aunpt, had great freedom in Ce/ar's company, 
in conſideration he was his particular friend, 
and had received no ſmall ſigns of his genero- 
ſity to him; to counterballance which, he heap- 
ed ſeveral favours upon him, and made him a 
preſent of the four hundred Galatians, Cleopa- 
tra's attendants, giving him their lands which 
ſhe had ſubjected under a tribute, and adding 
to his kingdom the cities of Gadar and Hippo, 
and $21437ia, and the maritime towns of &aza, 
and Aut hedon and Foppa, and the tower of 
HKraton. 

Hered by the acquiſition of theſe places be- 
came more powerful; he accompanied Ce/ar as 
far as Aaticch, and then left him: At his return 
home he thought the more fortunate the af- 
fairs of his kingdom turned, the more troubles 
mixed with his domeſtic concerns, eſpecially 
in his marriage, in which he fancied himſelf 
before the happieſt man living. For his love 
to Mariamne may juſtly be compared to thoſe 
amorous tales we read in ſome hiſtories. 
AMariamae, was a virtuous and faithful wife 
to Herod, but ſhe had ſome thing of the wo- 
maniſh temper in her that harbours hatred in 
it. The violent love ſhe perceived in her huſ- 
band, made her ſometimes carry herſelf too 
far a length, and the thoughts ſhe imbibed of 
the diſhonour of living in a kingdom, and be- 
ing ſubject to the commands of any one, pro- 
ved the reaſon of her uſing him fo often with 
that petulancy ; which by a cunning diſſimu- 
lation he carried off with an air of wonderful 
moderation and patience. For the obſcure 
birth of Herod's ſiſter and mother was a con- 
ſtant topic with her of open raillery, which ſhe 
many times carried to very abuſive bounds; 
this uſage in proceſs of time raiſed an enmity 
among the women, which was irreconcilable, 
andattende d with calumnies of far worſe con- 
ſequence; for the ſuſpicions cheriſhed on either 
fide continued alive for a full year after the 
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return of Herod from Czſar, 
cluſion they broke out on the following account 


poſe went about noon and laid himſelf down 


this 


ready ruffled, having heard theſe words bur 
out into a violent rage, and examined an e. Wy 


yet in the coh. 


The king on a certain day deſiring ſome N 
on his bed, and after his uſual way, and 4 
the conſtant love he bore his wife, called 1/ : : 
amne to him. Mariamne, indeed, went oy 
the room, but did not offer to lay dow w 
him; but, on the contrary, when he defi 
her, abuſed and reproached him for 195 
murthered her father and brother. ee 
raged at this contumelious uſage, was Gy 
to execùte ſome furious deſign upon be 
when Salome his ſiſter, thinking ſhe head. 
greater noiſe then ordinary, ordered the 3 
bearer, whom ſhe had a long time before 1 
borned to this purpoſe, to go into the chan. 
ber, and tell her brother, Mariamne had del. 
red him to aſſiſt her in preparing a philtre 
love potion for him. Eut if he ſeemed gr 
and asked what it was, to tell him, he hi, ; 
and was ordered to give it him; otheryif, 
it he ſeemed unmoved at mentioning ir, 1, 
proceed no further in the buſineſs, which would 
do him no manner of detriment. Aecordjv 
to theſe inſtructions the cup bearer, juſt in th 
nick of time ſtept in to ſpeak with the kin 
he entered with all the compoſure and ce 
his buſineſs imaginable: When he came bejre 
the king, he told him, that Mariamne had vi. 
ven him money to preſent him with a lon 
potion. 
theſe words the cup-bearer proceeded and toll 
him that was the potion which Mari cum git 
him, the virtue of which he could not tell, 


bur he ſaid, he was bound to acquaint him u JR 


it, as a piece of ſervice both to himſelt an 
the kingdom. Herod, whoſe temper was 


nuch, a particular intimate of Mariani! s 


about the potion, for he was very well . 


red nothing neither better nor worle could i 
tranſacted without his knowledge. The 


nuch in this extremity could not, hoe, 


make any anſwers to the queltions put to i! 
he only faid he believed her hatred to hin 
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The king ſeeming in a paſſion at $f ; 


might proceed from ſome words Suns hd ) = 


told her. While the eunuch was dwelling 
theſe words, the king lifted up his voice aleu ' 
and ſaid, that Sxmns, who had all along i _ 
that time behaved himſelf in the molt fali 
manner to him and the kingdom, would 1" 


have been induced, without an unlawful c. BR 
7 diſcover! 

reſpondence with Mariamne, to à duc 1e 

what he had ordered him to conceal. l Jr = 


concluſion, he commanded Swwrs imme! [2 
to be apprehended and put to death: 


e mol 
his wife; he convoked a council of bis 0 
faithful friends, 


before whom he exhibics ll 


"laying 6PM 
aring the 
{peeci® Bp 
crete 
= 


ted temper in which he had thr 


condemned her to death. 
this ſentence, Herod and {ome among 


cil were of another opinion, a0 


* 


not prudence to execute ſo haſty a 1 
upon her, but ſhut her up in ſome fortifie 
place in the kingdom. But Salome was very 
= ciligenc to prevent this, and get Mariamne 
out of the way; and her words had by ſo much 
the more credit with the king, as ſhe endea- 
bored to convince him of the probability of 
tue people's railing commotions in the king- 


om, if he ſuffered her to live. This advice 
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= _/x11r4, ſeeing the face of things turned 
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W cfaced all the opinion ot her former courage; 
WE ſhe made a fly prerence ſhe was ignorant of 
WW rhe articles on which Mariam had been con- 
1 demned, and accordingly ruſhed out of the 


WE door, where, in the hearing of every body, ſhe 


W unhandſomely reproached her with her wicked 
and ungratetul carriage to her husband, ſaying, 
her puniſhment was but juſt for her impious 
attempt; for Herod, to whom ſhe was infi- 
nitely obliged, had deſerved no ſuch uſage ; 
while ſhe continued her bitter language ac her, 
aud even proceeded ſo tar as to take her by 
the hair of her head, ſeveral perſons, not with- 
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- 2 
= 


Q 


5 
I, 
e 
4 33 
3 


= 


rim, who was conducting to receive her 
puniſhiment, ſeemed to blame her molt ; and 
ough ſhc {poke not a word, or with the leaſt 
motion turned her face back to obſerve her 
oother's cruel behaviour, yet there were too 


Prer-pleaſing to her; beſide, all the way ſhe 
ent, the diſcovered a ſurprizing bravery of 
Wgoul ; and without the leaſt alteration in her 
ſpect mer death in the face, by which act, 
en m the worſt and moſt diſmal extremity, 


t her birth. 
bus died Mariamne, one of the moſt con- 
nend and heroic women living. But mode- 
ion and a reſerved behaviour was wanting 
ber, being addicted from the natural force 
ner genius to broils and contentions; the 
ne ſtructure of her body, and her moſt charm- 
eg gate, excecded all the women of her age. 
cc aroſc the neglect the conſtantly ſhewed 
BSD ro, and the ſmall comfort and plea- 
cry curing their marriage together; for ſhe 
age his immoderate love for her, and his ex- 
cations of a return of kindneſs for It, an 
(RR ndlc tor the molt licentious liberties ; if an 
eig bappencd to any of her own friends, ſhe 
RI certain to take it ill, and never made an 
— uples to repreſent it to the king, as if ſhe 
N bcen the perſon aggrieved ; this conduct, 


| =» time, made  Herog”s mother and ſiſter her 
06 es, nay, in the concluſion, her husband 
co e in whom ſhe had conſtantly confided, 
a ><!icved he would not ſuffer her to under 
era hardſhip. 
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being put to death, Ferod, con- 
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200 1 3 the temper of his love, which we have 
ci _ above, was immediately in a 
v0 RR. action. His diſtraction was not 
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cr with ber maniteſt flattery and artifice, but 
lain ſigns her diſſembling conduct was not 


ee gare a manifeſt proof to all of the nobility 
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over, nor was the motive of his love to be 
compared with other people's. On thus firſt 
marriage he loved to madneſs; but in proceſs 
of time, when he had opportunities to give a 
reſpite to his affeCtion by the frequent occur- 
rences he met with in lite, yet he ſeemed not 
to ſtile in the leaſt his immoderate ardour for 
his wife. It looked as if he had been actuated 
by ſome divine revenge for her death, to aug- 
ment his fondneſs; for ſometimes he would 
roar aloud, and at other times weep in a ſhame- 
ful manner. On other occaſions he would 
abandon himſelf to all manner of pleaſures, 
ſuch as feaſtings and balls, in order to miti- 
gate the fierceneſs of his affection, but all was 
ineffectual. Hence came his diſregard to the 
management of publick affairs; and his pro- 
digious and uncommon degree of love being 
won over, at length, to ſuch an extreme, that 
he ordered all his ſervants to invoke and call 
upon her, as if ſhe had been living, and ca- 
pable of hearing their words. While things 
were thus carried on, there happened a terrible 
plague, which ſwept away vaſt numbers of the 
common people, and a great many of the king's 


friends: this calamity was looked upon by all as 


a judgment ſent down upon them for the unjuſt 
death of Mariamae. Nor was the king leſs 
afflicted at this fatal accident; but under co- 
lour of hunting he retired into the deſart, 
where giving too great a looſe to his ſorrows 
for ſeveral days, he at length elapſed into a 
very dangerous diſtemper ; which conſiſted of 
an inflammation, and a violent pain in his head, 
attended with a ſort of frenzy; no medicines 
could be found that did him any good, but 
rather more hurt, ſo that his phyſicians ar laſt 
deſpaired of his liſe. When they found his 
diſtemper not in the leaſt to ſubſide by any 
medicines applied to it, and that the king 
could endure no other courſe of dier, than 
what the nature of his 1llneſs required, they 
gave him every thing ſuitable to it; and ſub- 


- 


mitted the hopes of his recovery to the effica- 


cious power of his meats he digeſted. Thus 


did Herod lie ſick of this illneſs in Samaria, 
called Sebaſte, 


In the mean while Alexandra living at Hie- 


roſolyma, and coming to receive the news of 
theſe things, endeavoured to ſeize upon the 
places of defence, There were two, one in 
the city, and the other in the temple ; the 


garriſons of which had the whole nation under 


their command; for no manner of ſacrifices 
could be performed without their intervention, 
and not a Few can diſpenſe with himſelf to 
omit this piece of worſhip; for death is 
thought a more deſirable thing rhan to neglect 
the duty fo inviolably maintained and per- 
tormed to the honour of god. Upon theſe 
motives Alexandra went and repreſented to 
the garriſons in both places, that there was 
great reaſon they ſhould be ſurrendered u 

to her and Herod's ſons, for fear of his death, 
and ſome other ſhould get the ſtart of them 
by ſcizing upon the government; and that if 
he recovered from his indiſpoſition, no bod 

could maintain them in greater ſecurity than 
perſons of his own family, But theſe remon- 
ſtrances met with great oppolition from the 


5 A garriſon 
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arriſon, who were reſolved to preſerve the ir 
idelity in a firmer manner to Herod, than hi- 
therto they had done, being moved to this 
generous and dutiful behaviour partly by their 

hatred to Alexandra, and partly on account of 
the diſhonour of deſerting their king, while he 
was yet alive; for ſome of them were his ac- 

quaintance and friends, eſpecially one named 

Achiabus, who was his couſin. With this 

view they immediately diſpatched a meſſenger 
ro go and tell him of Alexandra's deſigns. 

Herod no ſooner heard of them, but, without 
any the leaſt demur, ordered her to be put to 
death. And ſome ſhort time afterwards, when 
he had recovered from his illneſs, not without 
a terrible conflict both of ſoul and body, he 
bad much ado to reſtrain himſelf from laying 

violent hands, even on the leaſt pretences, on 

every one falling in his way. And ſeveral, in- 
deed, of his moſt faithful friends fell ſacrifices 
to his frantic behaviour, for he put to death 

Coftobarus and Lyſtmachus ; and Gadias, ſir- 

named Antipodes; and Dy/theus, on the fol- 

lowing account. 

Coſlobariis was a native of Idumea, and not 
without reaſon the firſt man in dignity of that 
country, being deſcended from the line of the 
prieſts of Oe, whom the Idumeans eſteem 
God. After Hyrcanus had enforced this na- 
tion to conform to the maxims and laws of 
the eus, Herod coming to the kingdom, took 
Coftobarts, and made him governor of Idumea 


and Gaza, and gave him his ſiſter Salome in 
marriage, having put Fo/eph her former huf- 


band to death, as we have hinted in the fore- 
going. Coftobarus having procured theſe ho- 
nours beyond his expectations, ſeemed vaſtly 
rejoiced at his fortunate condition, and by 
degrees began to exceed the limits of his obe- 
dience ; for now he imagined it a ſort of diſ- 
honour to execute the orders of Herod, or for 
the Idumæans to be ſubjefts to the Jews, and 
conform to their cuſtoms. Moved on by theſe 
ſentiments, he wrote to Cleopatra, and in his 
letter repreſented that the [qumeans had al- 
ways been ſubjects of her predeceſſors, and it 
was therefore but reaſonable for her to get 
Anthony to give her the country, he himſelf 
being ready and willing to e 1 his loyalty 
to her. Bur this was not the drift of his de- 
ſign, nor had he any intentions that Cleopatra 
ſhould reign over Idumea; but his reſolutions 
was, provided this country was lopt off from 
Herod's kingdom, to make himſelf, without 
any oppoſition, lord Paramount, over the Iau- 


(1) A Wife cannot, without her Husband diſmiſs her firſt, be ſeparated from him and marry another RR 
But Salome, dilregarding the general Law, and relying on the Streſs of her Authority, diffolved her Ma pn 
riage. Epiphan. Women once divorced, cannot marry, without Permiſſion of their former Husbands, 14 
Salyme by her own Power, and not the cuſtomary Law, made her Divorce, Gelenius ; which (as Selin, u 
his 3 Book, c. 19. de Uxore Hebraica, ſays) is againſt the Fewiſh Inſtitution, and a Thing which our auto WY 
bimſelf never heard of; fo that I am ſurprized ſuch learned Men as Foſepb Scaliger, in his Animadverſors pan 
Fuſebius, P. 159. and Nic. Serrarius upon Herod, P. 17. ſhould turn this Paſſage, and underſtand its 
Geleniis has done. The Tranſlation ought to be thus: That it is expreſly prohibited a Wife to Mari) 40" Re 
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mean nation, and in proceſs of tine 


ambition to higher matters. Beſide ray i 
ſideration of his high birth, and lis gu 
keit 


riches, which he had acquired by er 
of extortion, ſwelled his hopes to by a 
pitch, and made him imagine he had de 
moſt fortunate opportunity in the world i J 
his ſchemes in execution. And ind © pit 
arms were of ſome conſequence ; but 8 1 
tra, tho Anthony was ſtrongly ſollici Fan 
give her the country, could not gain en 
Herod came ſoon to hear of this ai . 
was ready to put Colobarns to death duh 
prayers and latreatics of his mother and 5 
difarmed his rage, and molified him, f) Po 
he gave him his pardon, but had always 1 
wards a ſuſpicion againſt him on accu 4 
this attempt. 5 

Some time after this Salome and Cn, 
happening to have a difference between 15 
the former ſent the latter a libel or ki 
writing, to diſſolve their marriage. 


then, 
4 nd of 
This wi 


dire&tly oppobite to the Ferwiſo laws; an ju; 
band may, indeed, do thus, but a wit, wy |. 


voluntarily departs from her husband, (1) 
not in no wiſe, without his previous conſen 
be married to another man. Notwithitay. 
ing this inhibition, Salome, without regard 
the Hebrew law directing this, made uſe 
that which had the greateſt prevalence at tli 
time, and diſſolved her marriage, telling he 
brother Herod, at the ſame con juncture, thu 
her love and reſpect to him was the teal ny. 
tive that had induced her to the divorce, be- 
cauſe the had found her husband and Antipatr, 
and Do/zthens, in a conſederacy to dilturb his 
affairs; and to gain the more credit to her 
words, the mention'd the ſons of (2) Baba, lun 
Coftabarus had kept ten years from puniſhment; 
this was indeed nothing but the truth. The 
king ſeemed in the greateſt: aſtoniſhment at her 
words, as having had no manner of ſuſpicin 
of ſuch a confederacy, and the incredibility d 
the matter, as he ſuppoſed, raiſed his wonderto 


Cit 


an extreme height; tor, in reſpect of Bali ; 


ſons, he had formerly had ſentiments of puniſh 
ing them for withſtanding ; but the time ws 
now ſo far elapſed, that it was quite buried in 
Oblivion. The ground of the hatred and je- 
louſy between Herod and them, was thus: Wir 


 Antigonus was in poſſeſſion of the kingdon, 2 


Herod laid ſiege to the city of the Hierofolonlt 
with an army, Great numbers of the beſieged 


being ſorely preſſed with ſeveral hardfi JR 
and calamities, called out upon Herod, my 


2 


why of ber own Accord departs from her Husband, without ſbe firſt procures his Agreement to that Eud, 


Salome renounced her Marriage not by the general Law (or the common, viz. the Hebrew) but 25 we 9 
(2) Baba was a Perſon eminent for his Piety, and deſcended , 
Every Day in the Year, exeept one, which was the eleventh of the Mont © Bn 
Iiſii, he offered a Sacrifice for tome Sin or other, of which he was not even conſcious. This may be ſeen l. 1 
the Ialmud. Trad. Cheritbotb, Cap. 6. And in Abrabam Zacuth's Book, called Iuchaſin. - 


obtains by Authority aud Force. 
Line of the Aſſamoneans. 
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ſeemed to place their hopes of ſafety in him F 
but Baba's ſons, who were in great eſteem, = 

had poweriul intereſt among the common peoPp ©, 
remain d loyal to Autigonus; they were A hr 
raiſing re ſh objections againſt Herod, and brought 


that with a vigorous unanimity they perſiſted 


to maintain for the king that form of govern- 


ment which their predeceſſors had left them. I his 


8 5 £ * 
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» * 4 
PV 


* was the plan of the reſolution Baba's ſcns eſ- 
N pouſed, ſo long as they found the intereſt of 
the nation contained in it; but Herod becoming 


maſter of the city and the kingdom, Coftoba- 
„us was ſer to guard the gates of the town, 
to hinder any who were guilty, and the king's 
enemies from going out; but hearing Baba S 
F ſons were highly honoured by all the nation, 
he thought, if he was inſtrumental in their pre- 


ſcerrvation, they might be of ſervice to him in 


his deſigns to attempt ſome change, upon which 


99 


be carricd them alide, and hid them in (a) 


2 
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TENCE did Herod give viſible figns of 
forſiking the laws of his country ; and 
he antient policy of the Fews, which ſhould 


ac been preſerved inviolable and perfect, be- 
an now by degrees to diſappear. Hence alſo, 


2 
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Jn proceſs of time, our nation received ſo great 
mistortune, that the very things which were 
he motives of their piety, became diſregarded. 


bc firit thing introducing to this change, was 


1 5 2 . * 5 

EY erod's inſtituting games to be performed every 
ee ycrs by wrettlers, in honour of Ceſar, 
| a theatre he crected ar Hieroſolyma, and a 


rrodigious large amphitheatre he built in the 


a belle theſe, he appointed prizes to chario- 
, borſemen, and racers, and copied after 
„magnificent ſpectacle or ſhew exhibited 
REY other nation, endeavouring_ all in his 
„ err fo make his own performances the moſt 
'; RET Puous and ſplendid. The theatre he built 
nb in che world, having the 
* Aa gg Xo mus) I have tranſlated it according to Hydſon. In their own Eſtates, ſays Epiph. Ih 
In 5 F by EA 8. Gelen. (b) 'T heſe Were indi 
. Tine, and 
a6 


lain, two places of vaſt workmanſhip and 


b agniſicence, but entirely againſt the Fewiſh 


atticution, for the uſe and preparation of 
ess was never handed down to the Jews b 


eery nac ion co come and be ſpectators. Hence 


nme irom far and near all ſorts of perſons 


13 ways verſed in wreſtling, being moved to 
er Journey by the hopes of victory, and the 


ards propoſed to the conquerors; for Herod, 


order to procure the very beſt men to ex- 
eit in his ſhews, propoſed rewards of great 
ue not only to all manner of wreſtlers, but 
I gmulicians, who were named (b) Thymelici ; 


of the Antiquities of the Jews: 


them ſo far at length by their exhortations, 


Weir anceſtors, Maugre this, Herod celebra- 
= X this quinquennial concourſe of people with 
Rc uno ſplendor, ſending heralds to the 
Eons of his kingdom, and inviting men of 
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certain places. He was obliged to ſwear to 
Herod, who ſuſpe&ed him of ſome covert de- 
ſign in this affair, that he had no knowledge 
where they were, and when Herod, by his pro- 
clamation, offered a reward to any one who 
would, or could, diſcover them, yet even then 
Coftobarus would not confeſs any thing, ap- 
prehending juſtly, ſhould they be taken, he 
himſelf would not come off with impunity ; 
wherefore his own ſafety, and the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity he was in, to ſay nothing about them, 
were prevalent motives to keep them abſcond- 
ed. Bur Herod's ſiſter, making a fatal diſco- 
very of this affair, he ſent to the places where 
they were, and put them, together with ſome 
others accuſed with them, ro death, by which 
the family of Hyrcanus became extinct, and 
the kingdom devolved to him, nor a perſon of 
any authority being left able ro give the go- 
vernment any freſh diſturbance, 


p. VIII. 


Vom ten Perſons conſpire againſt Herod, for violating the Laws of his Country, to intro- 
dude foreign Cuſtoms. Of the building of Sebaſte, Cæſarea, and other Fortreſſes, 


inſide curicuſly painted with the tranſactions of 
Cæſar, and his trophies fixed up, which were 
made of pure gold and ſilver. 


rich, or any jewel fo valuable, but what his 
wreſtlers were adorned with. Beſides, he got 


together a great number of wild beaſts, eſpe- 


cially of lions and other creatures of remark- 
able ſtrength or rarity. "Theſe were to fight 
with one another, or with men condemned for 


that purpoſe. Foreigners were aſtoniſhed at 


the prodigious colt of the expenſive furniture, 
and the diſtinct ſight of the dangers to which 


the combatants were expoſcd, gave their minds 


an agreeable ſurprize. But the Jews plainly 
beheld the morals of their principal country- 
men entirely effaced; for it was too manifeſt a 
ſign not to think that the expoſing men to the 


fury of wild beaſts in a ſpectacle or ſhew, on- 


ly to pleaſe men, was an impious and horrid 
action ; and that foreign cuſtoms were then pre-- 
vailing over their native conſtitutions. But 
what gave the Fews the higheſt cauſe of 
affront, was the repreſentation of Cæſar's tro- 
phies ; for conſidering the imagery was full of 
arms, they were thoroughly enraged, being 


expreſly prohibited by the laws of their coun- 


try, to pay any veneration to ſuch things, 
Herod was not ignorant all the while of 
their uneaſineſs, bur he thought it an improper 


ſeaſon to deal roughly with them; upon which 


he gave them many kind words and ſpeeches, 
and endeavour'd to reclaim them from their 
bigotry, However, all the means he uſed werg 
ineffectual ; and they, to make him underſtand 


the cauſe of their diſcontent, cried out all to- 
gether, that if they were to undergo the very 


ficrently what the Romans called Citharædi, Cit har iſtæ, 


_. = S 141 7 e 1 p j . . #* | . . - 
er. ymphoniaci, We may rationally think theſe Thymelici were Hiſtorine t, or Stage 


wort 


As to the ap- 
paratus or furniture, there was no garment ſo 
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worſt calamities, yet they would never ſuffer 
the images of men (pointing to the trophies) 
to be introduced into the city ; for ſuch a thing 
was diametrically oppoſite to the laws of their 
countty. Herod, perceiving the confuſed tem- 
per they were in, and that nothing was to be 
done with them, without giving them ſome 
manner of allowance, called {ome of the princi- 
pal among them, and carried them into the 
theatre, where he ſhewed them the trophies, 
and asked them what they ſuppoſed they were? 
They ſaid, in a very loud manner, they were the 
images of men. Upon this, Herod ordered all 
the decorations and ornaments to be taken off, 
and then ſhewed them nothing but plain pieces 
of wood. When the trophies were thus ſtripped 


of their garments, not a man preſent could for- 


bear to expreſs his laughter at ſo ſudden a ſur- 
prize, when the moment before they had tidi- 
culed the dreſs and garb of the images. 

Herod having in this manner reſtrained the 
tumultuous behaviour of the people, ſeveral 
ſeemed to be won over and pacified, but ſome 
ftill perſiſted to ſhew their reſentments at the 
alteration of things; and ſuppoſing the viola- 
tion of the laws of their country would be at- 
tended with very diſmal conſequences, judged 
it much more honourable to ſuſtain the worſt 
fortune, than ſeem to let Herod, who had chang- 
ed the face of their affairs, to introduce, by 
downright violence, cuſtoms repugnant to their 
own conſtitutions, and while he was their king, 
to make the whole body of the nation his real 
enemies. Upon this ground ten citizens reſolved 
to ſuſtain any danger, entered into a combina- 
tion, and concealed daggers underneath their 
garments. One of them was a blind man, who, 
enraged at the things he had here told him, 
made himſelf one of the conſpirators ; but not 
with any view as if he could have been of 
any conſiderable ſervice to the reft, only he 
was reſolved, if their deſign proved abortive, 


to ſhare the danger in common with them, 


which piece of bravery added hopes to the 
carrying on of the plot. 

With this reſolution (every man having the 
ſame ſentiments) they went to the theatre, 
full of hopes Herod was in no condition to flee 
from them, ſince they had fixed their deſign, 
to fall upon him by ſurprize: T hey imagined, 
ſhould they miſs of their aim, they ſhould kill 
ſeveral of the perſons about him, which, if 
they died for it, would give the king warning 
enough to let him underſtand the 1njury he 
had done the nation. This was the brave re- 
ſolution they had formed among themſelves 
before hand. But one of Herod's emiſſaries, 
a band of men appointed to pry into and diſ- 
cover things of this dark nature, having ſound- 
ed the whole affair, went and told Herod juſt 
as he was ſtepping into the theatre. 'The news 
of it (for he could not believe it otherwiſe 
than true, it he reflected but the leaſt either 
upon the hatred, which he knew ſeveral enter- 
rained to him, or upon the factious temper of 
the people upon every pretence) made him 
withdraw into his palace, and ſummon the con- 
ſj 1-ators by their ſeveral names. When they 
{aw themſelves caught in the very height of 
their plot by the guards, who fell upon them, 
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confeſſed 


and that there was no way to eſcape, the 

deavoured to diſtinguiſh the laſt Mön ho 
their lives, which they could not preſerve, 1 
ſome glorious action, and without renoune 
one tittle of what they had reſolved on k 
ſhewed no concern at all at the plot the 0 
engaged in, or made any excuſes to wk 
their caſes, but, on the contrary, when * 
were taken, they ſhewed their daggers N 
they had joined in a conſpire 
through a brave and generous motive, ng; fo 
the ſake of any gain, or to pleaſe any Wau 
apts ed U 

lar affection of their own, but a thing ot 
nobler conſequence, which was, their pable 
inſtitutions, in the defence of which n. 
man, who was a lover of his country, owl 
either to guard or loſe his life in their vingcy, 
tion: They made the diſcovery ot their enter. 
prize with wonderful bravery and reſolu n 
upon which the King's guards ſurroundc and 
led them away, and put them to death, iy 
having inflicted upon them the ſeverett tr. 
ments. Notwithſtanding, ſom e perſons hal 
the boldneſs, ſhortly atrer this, to tie ay; 
the very mark ot their hatred and diſcontent. 
upon which they were apprehended, aud uy 
only put to death, but their members war 
torn from their bodies, and thrown to the 
dogs. Several citizens were eye witneſſes u 
this action, yet no diſcovery made, till H, 
making a terrible enquiry into the affair, pu 
ſome women to the rack who diſcloſed whit 
they had ſeen. The authors of the fact wer 
not the only perſons made a ſacrifice to hi 
anger, but whole families ſuffered for this 
rafft and unadviſed attempt. The firm reſolu- 
tion and intrepid conſtancy which the people 
ſhewed in this act of vindicating their lass 
obliged Herod to look to his own ſafety; fur he 
was reſolved to beſet them on every ſide, to 
hinder ſuch like commotions from buritivg out 
into an open rebellion. | | 
The city of Hiero/olyma being defended viii 
the palace in which he reſided, and the tent 


with the ſtrong fortification he himſcl: ud Wi 


erected, called Anthimia, he had tentiments d 
make Samaria, which he named Sebajie, 1 
third place of deience to keep the peops 
within the hints of their obedience. He jucg- 
ed this place of conſiderable advantage, and 


ner, deſigning it a curb both ut 
round about it, and the city. But to felt 


any tumult raiſed by the whole naue, be 


rectified the fort called the tower of A 


and named it Ceſarea. Beſide, he choſe a vil 


of his ſoldiers, and carried them into tue 11 E 
plain, where he ereted a caſtle, doing tie 
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ect 
in a place of Ga/ilee, named Gaba, and erccis 
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Eſebonitis in Perſia; he built almoſt in by 1 
ordet 


place one fortification or other, In 


| in 
ſecure himſelf, and keep the count) ns 
to hinder any commote pn 


its obedience, 
which were uſed to be raiſed on the 
volous cauſe, from being at every con 
fomented, and to have men in read! 


watch and guard againſt any ſuch mot 
ſoon as they 
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as it lay but about a day's journey from H 
ſolyma, he tortitied it in a very ſtrong ma 
upon the coun? By 
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began to diſcover them, 1 
After this he went to Samaria, with à 4, B 
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Book XV. 
to fortify it, and carried thither a colony ; 


© perſons uſeful in the wars, 


conliſting in part o N 1 the war: 
and in 4 5 part of the neighbouring inhabi- 


Mats. His deſign was to uſe theſe in _— 
| ing a temple there, and reſtoring the p =o >< 
# {ome degree of its antlent grandeur, WIC \ 
bad now loſt. He conſidered that his liberali- 
ri would prove the moſt eflicacious means to 
WS bi his quiet; to which end he changed 
na name of it to Selaſte, and divided the lands 
WE 11g contiguous to it, which were the belt 
in all the country, among the inhabitants, to 
live happily upon at their firſt coming. He 
W © rounded the city with a very ſtrong wall, 
and wheie the ground was ſteep, he made uſe 
of ir for a defence to the town, taking in a 
W ſpot of land, not ſo much as was formerly, but 


N this year, which was the thirtieth of He- 
WA 7's reign, whether ſent down from an in- 
ecenſed God, or the conſequence of ſome fixed 
Wpcriod of time, ſome of the greateſt calamities 
fell upon and invaded the country; for firſt of 
Wall there was in every place a long drowth, 
Which was attended with a barrenneſs of the 
erh, the ground refuſing to beſtow the fruits 
t produced of its own accord. This was fol- 
oncd, by reaſon of the want of proviſions, 


WWnochcr, the want of proper ſuſtenance and 
good, made the peſtilence rage with double 
ſury, and the heaps of thoſe who died, took 
way from the living all manner of hopes of 
poeſſibility to bear up againſt their craving ne- 

eeſſities. The fruits of the year were corrupt- 
=, and all the proviſions that had been laid 
v5, were entirely exhauſted, ſo that there was 
s good to be expected, the peſtilence, beyond 
eeery one's expectation, daily increaſing, and 
eming then likely to continue longer that 
ear. in fine, every thing was conſumed, and- 
We very ſeed came to nothing, the ground the 
Wecond year rendring no crop. The preſſing 
Weceſhty ſorced them at length to ſeek out a 
ouſand ways to relieve their hungry circum- 


r 
" 8 2 * 2 1 
* e 8 
8 


oces, and the king was not exempt from the 
amities, the country returning him no man- 
er of trib hich h | 

er of tribute which he had been uſed to re- 


ire; beſide, all his money was gone in the 
Pperalities he had made there, whoſe cities he 
c founded; and he ſaw nothing that deſery'd 
aſſiſtance, ſince his ſubjects had made their 


la mities their ground of hatred to him, for 
i; RR not very ſeldom ſcen, that perſons upon 
ee nproiperity of their affairs, vex and fa- 
SE hoc in a higher ſphere with their com- 
ners and murmurs. | 

00% RT bigs being in this melancholy ſituation, 
_ ed conſider'd what way was beſt to give 
aue reerclief to the preſent calamity that raged 
; _ . The means he found very difficult 

* * 3 5. 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


ia different manner of living to what was 
BSSbcforc, ſo that all manner of bodies decayed, 
San : peſtilential diſtemper raged among man- 
| ind; one calamity falling upon the neck of 


373 
yot ſufficient not. to make it come ſhott of ſome 
of the moſt famous cities. The whole circum- 
ference was about five furlongs. In the very 
heart of the rown, he left a place of abour 
half a furlong round, exquiſitely contrived, 
and where he built a moſt magnificent temple, 
both for beauty and bigneſs. He was almoſt 
every day in one part or other, adding ſome 
decoration or ornament to the city, eſteeming 
it of the greateſt importance to ſecure his fu- 
ture quiet; and he built the walls for the moſt 
part, more like a tower than any thing elſe, 
conſidering the prodigious ſtrength he made 
them of, yet every thing was ſo admirably con- 


trived, as from the greateſt elegance and nice 


{ſtructure of them, poſterity may yet form a 
conteature of his extenſive liberality. 


PHASE. | 


5 J Of the Famine which was in Judza and Syria; and how Herod, having celebrated 
== his Nuptials, built Ceſarea, and other Greek Cities. 


to attain, when the neighbouring princes them- 
ſelves had not proviſions enough to ſupport 
their own people, being under the ſame unhap- 
py circumſtances ; beſide, there was no poſſibi- 
lity of raiſing money, if he could have wiſhed 
never ſo little, to have aſſiſted ſo great a multi- 
tude as wanted, However, he thought ic but 
common humanity, let him make what ſhift he 
could beſt, to aid them; to which end he pul- 
led down out of his palace eyery thing made 
of gold or ſilver, that was put up for orna- 
ment or otherwiſe, ſo that the curious veſlels 
and other precious furniture were not ſpared. 
Theſe he ſent into #yypt, the government of 
which Cz/ar had beſtowed upon Petronius. 
Great numbers had fled to this perſon, on ac- 
count of the ſame calamities, and he being a 
particular of Herod's when a private man, and 
deſirous to ſhew ſome kindneſs to his ſubjects, 
gave them liberty to export what corn they 


thought ſufficient, and aſſiſt them with neceſ- 


ſaries both to purchaſe and carry off, ſo that 
he was the main inſtrument in aiding the Fetus 
in this article. Herod, upon this ſeaſonable 
ſupply, repreſented the relief ſent him, was 
wholly owing to his great care he had for the 
people; upon which, they who had entertain'd 
any former grudge againtt him, began now to 
change their reſentments, and ſeemed ver 
plain, to ſee that his inclination was thoroughly 
compaſſionate to them, and careful of their 
weltare; for with a great foreſight and juſtice, 
he diſtributed corn to thoſe whoſe employments 
were to make it. And becauſe there were ſe- 
veral numbers of perſons, who through age or 
other infirmities, were not in a condition to 
provide their own neceſſaries, he aſſigned them 
teveral bakers to make them bread; nor was 
his care leſs ſeen in another reſpe&, for leaſt 
they ſhould ſuffer any hardſhips through the 
rigour of the winter ſeaſon, by the want of 
cloathing and wool, all the ſheep throughout 
the country being entirely deſtroyed, he ſup- 
plied them with every thing of this kind ; after 
which, he thought it incumbent upon him to 


relieve the cities on his frontiers, by giving 
5 B the 
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the inhabitants of Syria ſeed-corn. This piece 
of favour done in the beſt time in the world, 
was of excellent adyantage to him, as it con- 
duced to the fertility of the earth, by which 
every one in proceſs of time reaped a happy 
ſupply. In fine, as ſoon as the time of harveit 
came on, he ſent fifty thouſand men, whom he 
had maintain'd at his own expence, into ſeveral 
parts of the country : And thus, by an extraor- 
dinary vigilance, having relieved his kingdom 
which had been in the laſt extremity, he after- 
wards contributed very much to the relief of 
his neighbours, who had ſuffered the fame ca- 
lamities; there was not any perſon (let him be 
what he would) who came to crave his aſſiſ- 
tance, bur conſtantly found a ſupply agreeable 
to his quality; nay, nations and cities, who 
through the great numbers of their inhabitants 
were reduced to want, coming to him, were 
ſure to obtain their deſires. So that by his 
charities, ten thouſand acres of corn (each of 
which contains ten attic buſhels) were ſent out 
of his kingdom, and fourſcore thouſand given 
within it. And in effect, this extraordinary 
inſtance of his care and well-timed generoſity 
procured him ſo much love from the Fews, and 
was ſo much commended by other people, that 
the antient odium he had raiſed againſt himſelf 
for certain violations of the revived cuſtoms, 
and ſome new alterations in his kingdom, was 
quite blotted out of their remembrances, and 
they concluded he had, by the liberalities he 
had given, and the ſuccour he had lent them 
in their neceſſities, made ample amends for all 
things paſt. Nor was his efteem with foreign- 
ers of the leaſt importance; and though every 
one was of opinion he had involved himſelf in 
inſuperable difficulties, which harraſſed his 
kingdom very terribly, yet they but the more 
contributed to enhance his reputation, and mag- 
nify his fame; for the unlooked-for liberalities 
he gave the people, in the very greateſt emer- 
gencies, ſo changed their opinions, that they 
could not believe him always the man they 
had juſt before experienced, but ſach a perſon 
as his late care of them in their neceſſities re- 
preſented. 

About this time he ſent Cz/ar a ſupply of 
five hundred men, choſen from his guards, 
whom Celius Gallus (a) conducted to the red 
ſea, and who afterwards proved of great ſervice 
to him. And now his affairs beginning to revive 
again, he erected in the higher city a palace, 
compoſed of very ſtately buildings, and adorn- 
ed with magnificent workmanſhip of gold and 
marble, and fine bed-chambers, ſufficient to 
entertain a great multitude of perſons; in the 
ordering of which, nice regard was had to the 
magnitude and appellations of them, one be- 
ing called Cæſar's, and another Aggrippa's 
room. But this was not all his care; he was 
not free from the paſſion of love, by whoſe 
impulſe, he had ſentiments to marry again. 
He made his domeſtic concerns no interruption 
to his natural deſire after pleaſure : Now this 


(a) Caſaubon is out in his Conjecture, when he ſays, 
ſhould be read Aulus Gellius; for this Perſon was departed before Petronius took upon him the 


of Agypr. 
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was the foundation of his intended m 
There was one Simon, an Hierofolymits 
Bathus, an Alexandrian, a prieſt and a 

of tolerable deſcent ; he had a day LR 
the opinion of all, the handſomeſt Be, i 
her time. The Hiero/olymites were eng 
pious in their praiſes and commendat; 
her, which Herod no ſooner heard, than oy i 
ſecret emotions within him ; when he wh, 
her charming face, he could not hel 1 ” 
her, but was unwilling to make uſe ol 
thority, as an handle to ſatisfy his deſires n 
pecting on good grounds, if he offered fol 7 
violence to obtain her, it would be attend 
with no good conſequence; upon abe : 
judged it the more prudent way to mary | i 
And becauſe Simon was not of dignity 45 
ent to allie him to him, nor yet ſo den 
perſon as to deſerve contempt, he Ss, 
better way to ſatisfy his love, by heaping 4 
nours upon his family, and raiſing them to hs, 
nities; for it was not long before he put 255 
ſon of Phabetes, from the prieſthood, and by 
ferred the honour upon Simon, whereby he © 
cluded his alliance with him. , 

After the ſolemnization of his nuptials, he 
built a caſtle in the very place in which þ 
had defeared the Jews, when Antigonus was l 
the adminiſtration, The caſtle is about fx 
furlongs diſtant from Hiero/o/yma, and ftand 
in a place fortified by nature, and very ca. 
venient for building upon. At a ſmall diſtane 
is a little hill, which was carried up to the 
height it ſhews by the labour of hands, a 
its circumference is in the ſimilitude or like 
neſs of a woman's breaſt. Several towers d 
a round make adorn ir, and its aſcent is vey 
ſteep, being compoſed of two hundred Reps af 
ſquare ſtones ; the inſide is diverſified with 
ſeveral ſtately apartments, made very fron 
and magnificent, and at the foot of the hill 
are very beautitul houſes raiſed for the 
ſake of ornament, and conveying the water 
(the place of itſelf being deſtitute of ay) 
which is brought from a vaſt diſtance a 1 
prodigious expence. The plain is every whe 
cover'd with ſumptuous buildings, which te. 
ders it not inferior to any city for its magil 
tude, and the hill is a fort that commands tle 
houſes underneath. 

Herod having now brought his affairs to1 
ſituation agreeable to his own wiſhes, had ut 
the leaſt ſuſpicions of any freſh commorions i 
his kingdom, his ſubje&ts on every fide abol 
him being firmly eſtabliſhed in their obe. 
ence, by the exemplary and impartial pu. 
ments he inflicted on delinquents, and the er 
traordinary care and generoſity he had jhenl 
in their extremities ; yet to ſecure himſelt mi! 
firmly from any attempts of his ſubjeds, 
thought it expedient to cultivate a frienlil 
with his neighbours; to which end he made 
ſelf appear exceedingly courteous and ci 
to the cities round him, and took every d, 
portunity to deſerve well of the leyeri 


atiags 
» {on of 


that for Cornelius Calius, the Governor of A 
Govecri":* hn 


govern N ; 
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governors, by making large preſents to them; 


the power ot which, and his natural liberality, 


he thought great inſtruments to the Fae 
lity of his kingdom, ſo that by the pro A 
ſitüation, into which he brought his affairs, 
his power and credit began to receive a con- 
ſiderable encreaſe. This generous and open- 
hearted conduct, and the eager inclinations 
be had to humour Cæſar and the leading 
men among the Romans, obliged him, in 
W {me thivgs, to act repugnant to the eſtabliſh'd 


cuſtoms and maxims of the Jews, which was 
his ambitious aim to ſhew his eee in the 
cities aud temples he built. owever, he re- 
W {ined his aſpiring choughis from acting any 
ching in 7% dea, tor the inhabitants could never 
= bc brought to ſufier bim, our nation belig ex- 
prelhy prohibited ftom paying any deſerence, 
as the Greeks do, to ſtatues and images. 
Ocher countries and cities, indeed, owe a g eat 
_ cl to his munificence and generous hand; 
and he had conſtantly the fine addreſs to clear 
himſelt ro the Fews, that the things he per- 
bormed were not the reſult of his own deſires, 
1 ” but a duty he paid to the commands of Ce/ar 
and the Romans. This method was a cunning 
artifice to win himſelt into their favour, and 
make them believe he had not the laws of his 
Wo: country ſo much at heart, as their honour 
and dignity, while at the ſame time he placed 
is own intereſt and advantage conſtantly be- 
ore his view, and made it his ambition and 
ſiudy to leave poſterity fuller proof of his 
g7randcur and pompous reign : Theſe were the 
boundations on which he raiſed his reſolution 
ot building cities, in the carrying on of which 
oe ſexpended ſuch vaſt ſums. R 

Having (a) fixed his eye upon a place on 
hc ſea coaſt, formerly called the tower of 
eaten, and very convenient to build a city 
pon, he ſer about the form ot it, which was 
cry magnificent, by pulling down all the old 
Puildings, and erecting others of a beautitul 
hice ſtone, at a prodigious expence, and a- 
orniag ir with ſeveral coſtly palaces, and o- 
ber houſes ſuitable to entertain the inhabitants 
eeligned tor them. Bur the greateſt and moſt 
—_—_pcr\ive work of all was, the port or haven 
ee mac like that at Percea, for bigneſs, where 
ps might anchor and ride in {afety. The 
ructure of this haven was by ſo much the 
nor c remarkable, as the place was quite deſti- 
Wc of any materials fit to accompliſh ſo vaſt 
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om afar off, and a prodigious expence laid 


out in finiſhing it. This new city was built 
TD 2:2, over-againſt the paſſage into A- 
e, between (5) Dor and Joppa. Theſe two lit- 
„ec citics had no good havens by reaſon of the 
_—icancs blowing from the coaſts of Africa, 
_ ch tcaring up the ſands, daſhed ſuch heaps 


. n their ſhores, that mariners could find no 
1 
1 (a) Jaſeph Scaliger, in his Prologomena very j 


5 ich ſays, that Veſpaſian called the Tower of 


= ard Joppa is by tome placed 
Wc Name of Flavia, 


WE, | as appears trom cerrain Coins. 


aſtly confutes that P 


Straton by the Name of Ce/area f. 3 : ' 
reer; . i : efarea from himſelf, becauſe o 
217 rrival in the Country of Paleſtine, he was ſaluted by the Title / NN A 


in Phenicia, by others in Paleſtine. 


Account of the Situation of Ce{area Which Jojeptns gives, 
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firm ground for their veſſels, and were obliged 


to ſtand off and caſt anchor in the ſea. Herod, 
ro rectify this inconvenience of the place, ex- 
tended the haven towards the land, and took 
in a circumference ſufficient to receive the 
greateſt ſhips of burden. He let down twenty 
yards deep, ſtones of a monſtrous bigneſs, ſome 
of which were fifty feet long, eighteen broad, 
and nine thick; there were ſome larger than 
theſe, and others leſs : This ſtrong bulwark 
was deſigned to repel the violence of the 
waves, and was two hundred feet deep. 
Half of it broke the impetuoſity of the ſea, 
which laſhed it all round, and it was called the 
procimation or wave-oppoſer ; the other half 
was the foundation of a ſtone wall with rowers 
erected up and down upon it, the greateſt of 
which was called Drſus (a very magnificent 
one) from the name of Cz/ar's nephew ſo cal- 
led, who died in his youth. He made ſeveral 
barracks alſo for mariners, betore which was a 
walk extended quite round the circumterence 
of the haven, and made very pleaſant for per- 
ſons to converſe in; but the mouth of the port 
he put to the north, from which quarter blows 
the moſt pleaſant wind. At the point of the 
circumference he erected a round tower upon 


a broad foundation, the better to reſiſt the 


agitation ot the waves; this ſtood on the left 
hand of thoſe who entered the port ; and on 
the right ſtood two large ſtones, much bigger 
than the tower over againſt them; theſe were 
joined together, and pointed in a direct line 
upwards. Round the port he alſo built a 
range of handſome houſes, of poliſhed ſtone, 
in the middle of which was an aſcent, having 
upon it a temple dedicated to Cæſar, which 
mariners at ſea could diſtinguiſh by its height; 
it had two ſtatues, one r Pome, and another 
of Cz/ar, and the city he called Ce/area, which 


was remarkable not only for the materials wich 


which it was built, but the elegance and cu- 
riolity of the workmanſhip about it. Herod 


alſo made ſeveral ſubterraneous paſſages of 
equal expence and labour with the barracks. 


Some ot them at equal diſtance from one ano- 
ther, were carried alo g to the ſea ſhore, and 
one that went athwart over the reſt ſeemed to 
bind them together. By this judicious contri- 
vance, all ſudden ſhowers of rain, and the dirt 
and filth made by the inhabitants, was wajhed 
from time to time away by the ſea, which 
flowed to all parts of the town. And Herod 
alſo built in the city a theatre of itone, and 
behind it on rhe north {ide of the haven, he 
erected an amphitheatre, capable of containing 
a great number of perſons, and pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated towards the ſea. And thus was this cir 
compleated in twelve years, Herod in all that 
time neither deferring the carrying it on, nor 
wanting any ſupplies towards perfecting it. 


aſſage in the 103d Novel Juſtainiani, 
of Ceſar, Cc. (Y) Ce/area between 
e. During the Time of the Flavij, it had 
But Harduin endeavours to conſute, in his Tieatiſe of 
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376 Fravivs Jo SEPHUS Book-Xy 


CHAP. J. 


How Herod ſent his Sons to Rome, and how he was accuſed by Zenodo WM 
Gadarenes, and abſolued, How he procured Czfar's Friendſhip, Of t ks 5 
ſees, Eſſeni and Manahemus. ri. 


: FTER Herod had finithed his city, Sebaſte received. this country as a giſt from 
having been built before, he deligned marched into ir with a guide, anden Ceſar 
to ſend his ſons Alexander and Ariſtobulus to put a thorough ſtop to any further 858 a 
Rome, to compliment Cz/ar. Upon their ar- of theirs, but left the neighbouring Ceedin 
rival, Pollio, who was Herod's particular friend, a ſtate of great peace and ſecurity, S people in 
took them to his houſe, and Cz/ar gave them Cenodoruis was diſpleaſed now on x q 
liberty to come and ſtay with him. He receiv- ſcore; /r/, at being deprived of his ouble 
ed them with ſignal marks of reſpect, and ment; and ext, which was the 8 
gave Herod their faithful authority, to leave tive of his anger, at Herod's obtainin fog 
which of them he thought beſt his ſucceſſor in gainſt whom he had a particular gradgs 82 


the kingdom. And beſides this, he made an poſted away to Rome, deſigning to accuſe 
addition to his kingdom, of the countries of of ſome charge, but had the mortiffcation n 


Trac hon, Batanuea, and Auranitis, which laſt return diſappointed of his aims. Asgri 

| : ; Spa was 
he preſented him on the following account: now ſent to govern the provinces on the oi 
There was a certain man named Zenodorys, who fide of the [onian ſea, and while he winte 0 
had purchaſed the houſe of Ly/anias; as his at MAitylene, Herod, out of reſpe& to the n 
eſtate was not ſufficient, with the profits ariſing of favour and friendſhip he had given bin 
from it, to ſupport his way of living, he en- went to make him a viſit, and then came back 
deavoured to make up the deficiency by com- into Frdea. In the interim, the Gaga 
mitting frequent robberies throughout Trac hor, took a journey to Aggrippa, to accuſe Ee 
This country was infeſted with a numerous but without giving them an anſwer, he Ut 
gang of miſchievious fellows, who plundered them in chains, and ſent them to the king, 
the lands about Damaſcus; and Zenodorus was and the Arabians, having a long time looked 
ſo far from reſtraining their villainies, that he upon Herod's greatneſs with a jealous ey: 
conſented to go partner in the ſpoils they began to raiſe a commotion, thinking they bd 
made. The neighbouring people were enraged got a favourable opportunity to put tet 
at this violent procedure, and made heavy ex- ſchemes in practice. The ground of their diſcun- 
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clamations againſt Varro, then governor of the tent was this: Zenodorus, being now in a deſ- Fl 
province, whom they ſolicited to write and parate ſituation, ſold part of his government AX 
tell Cz/ar of the injurious behaviour of Zeuno- of Auranitis to them for fifty talents; and be- YN 
dorus. Ceſar, upon reading the complaints cauſe part of Cæſar's grant to Herod was cot ” 
mentioned in the letter, wrote back an expreſs tained in the purchaſe, as if they had been u- 
order, to clear the country of the robbers, and juſtly deprived of ſo much, they made it the . 
give it to Herod, in order to prevent, by his ground of a diſpute, and committed ſeveral if * 
care and diligence, the Trachonites from doing inroads into his territories, ſometimes reſolving WE 
their neighbours any hoſtilities for the future. on force to redreſs themſelves, and ſometimes WW . 
But it was by ſo much the more difficult to thinking to apply juſt and equitable means. T 
reſtrain their courſe, as they had made robbing The mearer part of the ſoldiers was won oiet 3 
the ſole buſineſs of their lives, and had neither to their intereſts, and the diſcontent burſt ut 
towns, or eſtates, to unite in, or ſubſiſt them, greater; for men in a low degree of lit 
but only ſubterraneous holes and caves, in are in a conſtant fluctuation of hopes of one 
which they kept their ſheep, and lived in com- change or other to humour their waverirg ge- 
mon one with another; beſide, they had laid fires. Herod had been acquainted with that . 
up in their cells a great quantity of water and procedure ſome time, but was not induced to 
corn before hand, ſo that they were in a con- commit hoſtilities, judging it the wiſer court N 
dition to defend themſelves for ſome time very to give them ſoft language, and take aw} il i W \ 
openly. Moreover, the, mouths leading into appearances of favouring a rupture. = -7 
their lurking places, were ſo narrow, that one Herod having now reigned ſeven and th, Wn 
at a time could but get in, and yet the inſide years, Ce/ar came into Syria, when a ger 
was ſo very wide and capacious, that a great body of the Gadarenes began their complains We 
number of perſons might with eaſe reſide in againſt Herod, and accuſed him of tyra, 
them; the upper parts of them did not any and an inſupportable government. j Zenodot 7 
way aſcend, but were fiat with the ground, had puthed them forwarder in their bolene5 1128 
and they were all of one hard rock, to which by a long and reiterated detail of Herod * 9 
there was no paſlage but by the ways they eſties and crimes, and ſwearing he would t ne 


'* themſelves made, ſo very winding and intri- every ftep till he had ſhuſſled him out of 1 be 
cate were the paths. If theſe men were at kingdom, and added it to Cæſar's e F a 
any time reſtrained from committing their rob- The Gadarenes were not averſe to thei a © 
| beries, it was then their practice to rifle one plaints and remonſtrances, and made them 
another, having no power to ſorbear commit ground of a heavier accuſation of him to 


Cj! 
f ' 3 D 5 ; ; * 
ting any kind of injuries, Bur Hero having being alſo encouraged to this by having... 


mile 


Book XV. 

miſſed the perſons {ent bound 9 0 by Agrippe 
without puniſhing, or doing them any g ) +: L 
tor they concluded it any man was jo, Nt 4 

 worable and unmerciful to delinquents in his 
en family, but compaſſionate and . ue 
ed to lorcign enemies. And indeed, when they 
accuſed him before Ca/ar of tirany, st 
and a violation of temples, he ſecmec Wy 
much embarraſſed at the charge, and 2 

to prepare for his detence. But Ce/ar gave ann 
re h aflurances ot his friendſhip, and inviolably 
maintained the kindneſs he had for him, mau- 
gre all the repreſentatious ot his enemies, 
The charges againſt him were debated the 
frit day, but came atterwards no more upon 
the carpet. For the Gadærenes having too 
manitelt tigns of the partiality of C and 
their other judges, and apprehending, with 
good thew of reaton, they ſhould be deliver'd 
up to the King, tor tear ot miſerably dying, 
part of them put an end to their lives in the 


niehr time, others threw themſelves headlong 


\ 


= Gown irom fome tteep place, and others 
Cat themſelves into the river and were drown- 
= .; his ſcemed a plain diſcovery of the re- 
peatance they had had ot their ra ſH and ill con- 
da ttempr, and, made Ce/ar, without look- 
i2 any further into the matter, clear Herod 
et the articles brought againſt him. Beſide, 
dere vas another conjunéture which very 
mcg {voured Hered's intereſt; for Zenodorts 
happening at this time to have his bowels burſt 
BE through him, which was followed by the loſs 
ot much blood, died at Antioch in ria, this. 
accident made way to his obtaining from 
Ci/ar, the country (which was no inconſidera- 
bi one, lying between Zrachon and altlee,) 
including U/arhe and Parades, and the lands 
W round about them, bur Cz/ar did not ſtop 
baerc; he further joined him with the procu- 
rators of Hr, and gave poſitive commands 
that every thing ſhould be tranſacted in obe- 
W cence to his advice. In tine, his good fortune 
_ cnc him fo tar, that C/ and Agrippa, 
= i: wo perſons who fway'd the Roman em- 
_ pc, at this time in ſo great extent, had a 
= pcculr veneration for him; for Ce/ar, next 
—_ 7/7, placed Iierud in his higheit eſteem; 
and rippa, next to Ceſar, gave him the 
= gcc marks ot his friendſhip; theſe conde- 
ſceutions aud tavours afforded him opportuni— 
tiesto beg of (ar tor his brother Pheroras, 
ga (1) tetrarchy, giving, in order to make his 
_ the better, an hundred talents to be raiſ— 
h ed out of his kingdom, with a deſign, in caſe 
be ſhould dic, to ſecure Pherora's eftares from 
ö the poſleſſion of his ſons. After this he wait 
ed upon (ur to the lea-ſide, and built a ve- 
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bceautiful temple of white ſtone in honour 
lim, in a certain plain on the eſtate of 
715 called (2) Bannis. This is a very 
RE - cave in a mountain with a vaſt opening 
FE df the earth underneath it, of a prodigious depth, 
: nd full of ſtanding water. The mountain 
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Fi: and Philaſtorgius mentio: 


eee cot chis in his Palſtina Sacra. P. 324. 


3 


07 the Antiquities of the Jews. 


M0 (1) Tetrarchy is the Government over one fourth part of a Country ſo divided. 


above hangs ovec it in an amazing manner, and 
within tlie cave the fountains of Jordan have 


their riſe. Herod built a temple in this remark- 


able place, and dedicated it to Cæſar. 
About this time he took away from his 
ſubjects, the third part of their tributes, under 
pretence of giving them ſome retreſhment and 
reliet after their late barreneſs; but his main 
delign was to remove their jealouſies and re- 
concile himſelt to them; for they entertained 
great diſcontents to his ways, which they look- 
ed upon as the ruin of their religion and laws; 
and they were ſo much the more free in mur— 
muring againft them, as they had perpetually 
ſome cauſe or other to irritate them: I his 
ferment ſtill ſubſiſting made him concert mea- 
ſures how to remove it, upon which he took a 
great deal of pains to hinder any cabals, or a- 
ny parties of them to walk or live together, 
by ſetting perſons in every corner to watch 
their motions. It he found any delinquents, 
he inflicted exemplary pumſhments upon them, 
and ſeveral who had acted either openly or 
ſecretly, he carried into the cattle of Anicna, 
and their put them to death. He planted 
ſpies up and down the ci;y, and in the roads, 
to obſerve all aflemblies of them, and ſome re- 
ort he himſelf made a party amongſt them, 
and would often diſguiſe himſelf in a private 
man's habit, and thruſt in amongſt the mobs, 
to hear how his government was liked. "Thoſe 


who were obſtinate and refuſed to pay obedi- 


ence to the things he introduced, he proſecu- 
ted all manner of ways, He exacted an oath 
from others to ſwear their loyalty and fealty 
to his government; this made great numbers, 
either becauſe they thought it beit ro obey, 
or becauſe they were alraid to act the contra- 
ry, to aſſent to what he demanded. But whoſe 
ambitious ſtomachs would not admit of any 
compliance, were certainly to be humbled one 
way or other. He was ſometimes for exact ing 
an oath of Polio the Phariſee, aud Sameas, 


and a great many more of their party, but he 
could not obtain his ends with them; for Pollo 


ſar uppermoſt in his thoughts, and entertaining 
apprehenſions of him, he torbore puniſhing them, 
as he had done all others who refuſed ſwearing 
to him. Ihe F/ſenes, a ſect of men ſo called 
amongſt us, were excuſed on the ſame account. 
1heſe perſons live in every reſpect like the 
followers of Pzthagoras amongſt the Greeks - 


And I have ſpoke ſomething more copioully - 


about them in another place, 1 ſhall take this 
opportunity to ſay ſomething about the Eſſences 
ſince things are attributed to them more than 
what human nature will allow; what I am going 
to ſpeak will not be thought ar all improper 


or foreign to the thread of my hiſtory, ſince 


will be ſhewn the ſentiments men entertained 
ol this kind of people. 


There was a certain man of the Enes, named 
Manahemus, remarkable in his good life above 
the reſt of his fellow ſectarians; and who by 


(2) Both 


te 1 this place as a mountain; b | ; R 
re. .. f - ut our Author, or any other Anticat Wri- 
except the two above ſaid, that I know off, do not lay a ; 7 


Word of its being a Mountain, See Neland, 


C 2 divine 
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a divine impulſe could fortel things to come. 
Manahemus on a time happened to ſee Herod, 
who was then bur a boy, and at ſchool, and 
told him that he thould come to be king of 
the etws. Bur Herod, ſuppoſing he was either 
out of his ſenſes, or did it for the ſake of a 
jeſt, bid him ſay not a word about it more; 
but Manabemus, ſmiling gently, gave him a 
ſmall ſtroke with his hand, “ and you will 
cc be a king, ſaid he, and your reign, as God 
« has appointed you for it, will be attended 
« with great proſperity; but remember the 
ce ſtroke Manahem!s gave you, which take 
« for an infallible ſign of rhe proſperous change 
« of your fortune. It would be one of the 
ce beſt thoughts in the world if you could 
ce think to follow juſtice for your guide, and 
« pay a veneration to the religion you owe 
« God, and act mercifully unto the citizens 
« committed to your care. But I, who am 
« thoroughly acquainted of theſe matters, 
« here tell you, that you never will do ſo. 
&« Tf there can be any man ſaid to be fortunate, 
« you will be that perſon, and the fame you 
ce will acquire, will be perpetual, bur piety 
« and jnitice will never dwell in your mind; 


© and God, however, is not a ſtranger to | 
CHAT. Zz 


How Herod changed the Temple into another Form, and built it higher and mare map | ; 
ficent, Of the Tower called Antonia. þ 


TTEROD. in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, after the occurrences above related, 
engaged in a very noble enterprize, which 
was, to build at his own expence, a temple to 
God, much larger and higher than the preſent 
one then ſtanding, ſuppoſing ſuch an action 
would be the moit glorious of all his deeds, 
(as it really was) and be attended with eter- 
nal fame, if he had the fortune to put a finiſh- 
ing hand to it. But when he obſerved that 
the people's inclinations were not ſo forward, 
and the difficulty he found in winning them 
over to join in ſo vaſt an undertaking, he judg- 
ed it proper to prepare their minds to it firſt 
by a ſet ſpeech, and then go himſelf directly 
about the beginning of it; accordingly having 
convoked them, he ſpoke in the following 
manner, 


My CounTRYMEN, 


J? is needleſs, in my opinion, to enlarge on 
any of my actions ſince my firft governing you, 
though every one of them has been found rather 
more for your ſecurity than my oruament. For 
in your moſt preſſing circumſtances I have nei- 
ther neglected anything conduceive to relieve them, 
nor in all the buildings T have undertaken, have 
JI had any other view then your protection and 
ſafeguard, and am perſuaded my endeavours 
(by the aſſiſtance of God) have brought the 
Jewiſh ation to a more flouriſhing and happy 
condition, than ever it was before, Bit, as I 


(1) The Talmud mentions the Marble Temple of Herod in 0rd. 2. Moed. Cod. 9. and Suu. and 5e 2 ” 


Book Xy 
«© theſe things, ſince in the cloſe ; 
© life he will inflict a puniſhment 
< ſuitable to your diſregard,” Heroꝗ 
far from giving any attention or belief to th 
words, as he could form no hopes about ee 
he had heard; but after he had wrought ON 
ſelt by degrees into the poſſeſſion of the Tay 
dom, and found it fall to him very fortunats 
in the very height-of- his reign he ſim © 
Manahemus, and asked him how long he 8 
to be king; but he giving no manner of - 
ſwer, Herod then enquired, if he was to Rs 

a term of ten years only: Manaheny; lt 
not a word in anſwer to this, but after a 15 
perhaps twenty or thirty years, ſaid, he hy 
God hath ſet no certain time how W 
you are to reign. Herod ſeemed prett 
well ſatisfied with this anſwer, and after he 
had given him a token of his friendſhip, Gl. 
miſled him, and ever after for his fake ad al 1 
the Hſſenes in great veneration. Thouzh thi; Þ 
account ſeems to carry an air of incredibulit J. 
long with it, yet we preſumed it not inconpe. 
nient to diſcloſe it to our readers, becauſe fe. 
veral of this ſect for their devote lives a 
honoured with the title of being skilled in th 
predicton of future events. 


of Your 
ON you 
Was ( 
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aid before, it is inſiſting on trifles to acquin 
ou with a detail of the ſeveral afts of nin 
throughout your country, (1) or to eum, 3 
the cities] have built in it, or inth um 
ſubjet to it, to raiſe your grandeur, and iu 
your fame; for you, who are throughly ſenſi 
of every one of theſe matters, can beſt tel; u 
thing 1 have now in my mind to undertite, s 
not only of the moft pious nature, but i the = 


greateſt conſequence to your charafters, ] nn 
which I will endeavonr to evince in a u ji mn 
words. The temple now ftanding was lu 
honour to God by our predeceſſors at thei i 
from Babylon, but it wants fixty cubits f i h_ 
original height, for ſo high was that templ: whit 1 


Solomon built. Yet no man will offer to ch! 
our predeceſſors with want of religion; f "1 
did not make this temple ſo ſmall as it ij. © 
it was Cyrus and Darius the ſon of Hyralps 1 

who preſcribed the model of this temple, ani = 
they, nor their ſons, nor the Macedonuials di! = 
them, were in a capacity to copy after the 9 _— 
original, and becauſe by the favour 6 „ 
am now in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, an, $f 1 
tranguility and peace, and have great” p "= M 
and receive a conſiderable revenue, and 9 6 9 
peace and alliance with the Romans, al 1 

I may venture to ſay ſo) are maſters 0 9 
whole world, I will endeavour 10 dif Fe 2 

myſelf by building a perfect temple, . | 
through neceſſity, and want of money 10 85 r 
on, or the ſervitude and bondage of 


1 
times, has been hitherto neglected; 1/9, S >. 
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W rod in his bene- 
3 { temple to God in return for | 

Y . me, ; aud to be a place of worſhip for 
this kingdom. 


© was the harangue Herod made, and ſe- 
3 e at his words. They 
were by ſo much the leſs moved with h1s ſpeech, 
as the ching was beyond their expectation, and, 
ro all outward likelihood, incredible, and not 
to be hoped for: And their concern was the 
greater, as they apprehended, it the pre- 
* ſent cemple was pulled down, he would not be 
in a capacity to fulfil the propoſal he had 
made. In fine, the vaſt expence of the under- 
taking increaſed their doubts, and they feared 
© the difficulty of the enterprize would baffle at 
flaſt the whole deſign. Herod, obſerving in 
EZ what ſituation the people were, began to give 


all down a ftone from the temple then ſtand- 
ing, till he had got every thing in a readineſs 
to go about his own. And after he had pro- 
cured a thouſand carts to convey ſtone, and 
ten thouſand skilful artificers, and bought 
robes for a thouſand prieſts, he gave orders 
for the ſtones and wood to be prepared; and 
Natter he had with great diligence and forecaſt, 
provided every thing, he entered upon the 
undertaking. | 


E 
r 
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1 „ 
Alfter Herod had removed the foundat i- 
ons of the old temple, and laid new ones, he 
"I 


raiſed another temple upon them, of a hundred 


"2 


ber, and twenty more; but the twenty, ſome 


imc afterwards, by the ſinking in of the foun- 
Nations, gave way: This ſurprizing acci- 


eubits in length, and in height the ſame num- 


ent (whatever was the cauſe) our people, in 
c reign of Nero, deſigned to amend, and 
iſe up the temple to its original height. The 
emple was built of marble ftone, and very 
rm, cach of which was five and twenty cubits 


length, eighth in depth, and about twelve in 
rcadth. All the building was (as was alſo the 


ble ſpace as the middle part was, which 
as carried to a height very diſcernable, at 
oeral furlongs diſtance, by the inhabitants of 

ee country, eſpecially if they lived, or tra- 
1 Welica, over-againſt it. (1) The doors leading 

RR, with their portals and poſts, were made 
Equal with the height of the remple itſelf, and 
1; ere beautifully adorned with figures of ſeye- 

colours; among which was a repreſentation 
flowers and columns, admirably made. But 
e above theſe, under the cornith of the wall, 
hen the tine pourtrait of a golden vine, 
11 branches of which were to a great length 
n anded with the figures of large cluſters of 


10 pes hanging down ; the repreſentation ſeemed 
wm 2- and the tranſporting ſcene ſtruck the be- 
1 
/ ( . )  Emperour ſays, that in this Paſſage he is to be underſtood f 
| | 0 inward Gate, which led to the Temple. f 
Whor in other paflages, places him the firſt in the order of Kings. 
7 4 ba 3 3) In Book 18. he lays it was in the reign of Archelaus int 
4) this act of Vire/lins tee more hearafter in b. 18. C. «He 


Or 
* 


5 Th 1%. 1 wy 1 emple, Under Claudins it WAS firſt 
* ine Jounger Agrippa. Spanheim. 


7 


of the Antiquities of the Jews: 


them hopes, by repreſenting that he would not 


= Wy al portico) raiſed not ſo high by a conſide- 


wer Antonia to be by the Pricſts preſerved in the Tem 
Fred to repotite it in Antonia. Before this by command of 7. 


379 


holder's eye with wonder and ſurprize, both ac 


the magnitude and fine workmanſhip of it. 


Herod, beſide, erected magnificent portico's 
all round the temple, to the proportioning of 
which he gave ſtrict regard; and the expence 
he was at in theſe, far exceeded the colt of the 
former ones, that never any man caſt his eyes 
upon a more beautiful remple. Both were 
ſupported by a wall of prodigious ſtrength, 
which was a piece of labour, the greateſt that 
ever mankind heard of. On the eaſt-fide of 
the city, there was a rocky and high hill, which 
gradually leaned back to the very top. (2) *0- 
lomon, one of our firſt kings, by the direction 
of God, ſurrounded it with a wall which he 
raiſed to the top of it. He alto began at the 
very bottom, which was incloſed with a dee 
ditch, and fortified it with vaſt ſtones, ſodered 
together with lead, carrying them higher and 
higher, till the building, which was of a ſquare 
form, appeared of a prodigious height and 
depth; and the full bigneſs of the ſtones, from 
their front to their ſupetfices, was very appa- 
rent; but the inſide of them was fortified with 
iron bars, and ſo ftrong, that the joinings ſeem- 
ed made to laſt for ever; he continued this 
durable work to the very top of the hill, to 
which he joined it, after which he levelled it 
a little, and filled up the cavities within the 
wall: He took away all the riſing ground above 
the ſuperfices, and made it an even plain. All 
this ſpace, which contained four furlongs 
in circumference, he encloſed ; and every angle 
or corner included then one furlong: He erected 
another ſtone wall within this which he carried 
about the ſummit of the hill, and built upon 
it, to the caſt ſide, a double portico of equal 
length with it, and which faced the gates 
of the temple, built in the very middle 
of all. Several of our antient kings con- 
tributed very much to the magnificence 
and beauty of this place. The temple had 
round about it the ſpoils taken from barbarous 
nations hung up in it, which Herod dedicated 
to it, and placed, as an addition, thoſe he 
himſelf had obtained in his expedition againſt 
the Arabians. 

At the north ſide of the encloſure there 
was erected a tower, of a quadrangular form, 
well fortified, and of exceeding great ſtrength. 
The deſcendants of the Aſamonzans, who were 
kings and prieſts, and predeceſſors of Herod, 
built it, and called it Baris, and it was made 
for preſerving the Sacerdotal Stole, which the 
prieſt, at ſuch times only as he made ſacrifice, 
was uſed to put on. King Herod put it in 
this place, and after his death, it continued in 
the power of the (3) Romans, till the reign 
of Tiberius Ceſar, during his reign (4) Vitellins 
was prætor of Syria, and happening to come 


eaking not of the outward, but 
(2). The firſt of the Line of David; but our 
For in Book 20. cap. 8. it was the 
he cuſtody ot the Fews. 
e the Pontifical Stole kept in 
ple; but the Fews were afterwards 
iberius the Jews had Liberty to keep 


kept in Antonia, and afterwards remained in the cuſto- 


to 
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to Hieroſolyma, the people received him with 
great honour and diſtinction, which gratitude 
he was willing to requite; and accordingly, 
on their petition to have the 7% in their cu- 
ſtody, he wrote on purpoſe to 7iberius Ceſar 


about it, who gave them liberty, and it remain- 


ed in their hands to the death of king (1) A- 
grippa. Aiter him Caſſius Longinus, then go- 
vernor of Syria, and Cuſpits Fadus, procura- 
tor of Fudea, ordered the Fews to place the 
Stole in Antonia, the Romans having a juſt 
right, as tormerly, to keep it in their cuſtody. 
This obliged the Fews to fend ambaſladors to 
Claudius Ceſar to beg the contrary. Upon 
their arrival at Rome, (2) young king Agrippa, 
who was chen in the city, by his own intereſt 
with the emperor, procured them liberty to 
keep it in their own cuſtody; upon which it was 
ſent accordingly to Vite/:ns then governor of 
Syria, At firit it remained under the ſignet of 
the high-prieſt, and the treaſurer of the quæ- 
ſtors, and on the (3) eve of every feſtival 
the quæilors went to the captain of the Reman 
earriſon, aud having proved their ſignet took 
the e away, and when the feſtival was over, 
thev brought ir back to the fame place, where 
having again ſhewed their ſigner to the captain, 


8 


they repoſited it. 


wards, Herod made this tower by ſo much 
the ſtronger, as he deſigned it for a ſecurity 
and fafeguard to the temple, and a return ot 
his kindneſs for Hui hong, his former benefactor 
and general of the Rowans; upon which laſt 
account he called it tonià. 

On the welt {ide of the encloſure were four 
gates; one of them led to the palace, having 
a ditch full of water between to hinder perſons 
going thicher; two of them carried into the 
ſuburbs; and the laſt into the (4) other city, 
remarkable for the number of ſteps leading 
down into and up from the ditch. The city 
was placed apart trom the temple, and repre- 
ſented the ſcene of a theatre, having all the 
ſouth fide ſurronnded with a deep ditch, The 
fourth part of the view of the temple which 
faced the ſouth, had gates in the (5 ) middle, anda 
royal portico which was three-told, and in 
length ſtretched from the caſtern to the weſtern 

art of the ditch; for it could go no further. 
This was a picce of workmanſhip the moſt 
memorable the ſun ever darted his beams upon, 
for the ditch was of ſo vaſt a depth, that the 
eyes of any man who looked to the bottom, was 
quite dimn'd. Hero fixed the foundations of 
tae portico upon this, and raiſed it to a prodi- 
gious height. It any perſon, curious to take a 
view from the ſummit of the roof, but look- 
ed down, he ran a great riſque of having his 
ſight turned, before his eye could penetrate 
to its extended bottom. J here were four rows 


(a) Ad 12. v. 1. he is called Herod; whom a Syrian Doctor, juſtly calls Agrippa the fon 5" 
the Great, the Deſcendants of whom were all called Herods. See Grotius on the ſame paſſage. Fs 
(2) The ſon of Herod Agrippa, Ad. 12. See Grotius upon Ads 25, v. 13. (3 P. Won 
in his Prophet, c. 25. remarks, that the Stole was only 900 

viz. the Paſſover, Penticoſt, and the Feaſt of Tabernacles. 
(5) Viz. The fide between the Angles. 15 4ð 
what time Herod built the temple, yet our Author in lib. 20. c. 8. ſays it was not quite finiſhed '* "i 5 
days of the younger Herod, which were full threeſcore years atter the birth of Chriſt. ” 


Hieroſolyma, 


which anſwered one another in eye 


This is the ſum ot the 
accidents of this nature which happened after- 


one end of the portico to the other, 
ſtood over againſt one another in dit 

But the fourth order had a ſtone wal run by 
the middle of it. And the thickneſs of BN 
column was ſo great, that three m * 


c 
ſtretch to there fingers ends, could bu fl 


that thy; 
ect lin 


. t zul 
graſp them; the length of each was {,,, 
twenty feet, and a double ſpire of re 
adorned each; they were a hundred and 3 


: | 0 
two in number, and their chapiters ee 
05 


vered with ſculpture after the Corinthia m 
ner, very magnificent and wonderful. \" 
the columns were in four rows, the 


[Pace i 
f o 
between each made three portico's b 


3 wg 
ry keſpeg, 


both having thirty feet in breadth, 7 furl 


in length, and about fifty feet in height, , 
middle one was by one half longer this Fo 
others, and double in height, for ir overloce 
them a vaſt deal, the roofs were adorned , 
deep carvings in wood, beautifully Variegme 
and wrought into ſeveral forms; the iid, 
part was raiſed conſiderably higher, mate 
front well carved round with Epiſeilia . 
beautiful columns; every part being aan 
poliſhed, and ſo curious throughout, that per 
ſons who did not ſee it, would hardly beliey 
It, and even they who are preſent and har 
liberty to view it, cannot forbear ſhewing the 
greateſt ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, This 
the ſituation of the firſt encloſure, and tw 
it was another in the middle, to which a fr. 
ſage was made by a few ſteps, where rug 
of ſtone ſurrounded it, with an Inferipticnup 
on it, prohibiting any ſtranger from enter 
under pain of his head. C 


With 


1 


On the ſouth and 


north ſides of this inner encloſure were thee 


gates at equal diſtances from one another, a 


on the eaſt fide was a very large gate, t 
which we were wont to enter, after vc he 
been purified, with the women. But fine 
inwards was the ſanctuary, into which tr 
women are prohibited to enter; and fe 
in ward ſtill 1s a third encloſure, into d 
none, but the prieſts, have liberty to g. 
This was the model of the temple and aa 
ſtood before it, on which we offer burnt f. 
fices. Herod, as he was not a priett, call - 
not enter into the inſide of any one 0: i 
three encloſures. His main buſineſs %is " 
erect the portico's and ſee the exterior e- 


{ares finiſhed. | 


Aſſoon as the temple was finiſhed * 
prieſts, which was in (6) one year 8 


months, all the people were full of gh 
and returned God Thanks; /7/;, for the 0 Þ 
diſpatch in finiſhing it; and next, for ties. 
lence and care the king had ſhewn in 7" 
on the work; they celebrated the di 


9 


feaſtings and rejoicings, concluding u, 


e 
* N 


Book x 


of columns, ranged into ſuch an order 


2 1700 3 
ivered to the prieſt on three Jolemn wy = 
(4) So in the original, . 


(6) Though it 1s ſaid pl L 15 7 
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| 1 E Bo ok XV. of the Antiquities of the Je WS: | 3 81 
* hearty wiſhes upon the ſucceſs of the new. Antonia, to the eaſtern gate of the temple; 
WE building. The king made a ſacrifice of three over which he erected a tower, into which he 
hundred butlocks, and the reſt according to and the kings and his ſucceſſors could aſcend 
their quality and circumſtances; but we can- through the ſaid paſſage, and ſecure themſelves 
not mention the number, having no vouchers to from any ſudden tumult or commotion of the 
enlarge on any truth herein. But as the (1) 7 60 It is ſaid, while the temple was in 
day happened to be that of the king's inaugu- building, it never rained but in the night-time, 
ration, which was annually celebrated, when that the work might not be obſtructed. This 
the building of the temple was finiſhed : From account we have received from our anceſtors 
theſe two reaſons it is neceſſary to believe the and it need not ſeem incredible to any one who 
= pomp and ſplendor of the feſtival was exceed- will but reflect on other occaſions in which 
ingly multiplied, and made more magnificent. God hath vouchſafed to manifeſt himſelf to us. 
X Herd, beſide, made a (2) dark and ſubter- This was the method of building the temple. 
raneous paſſage, ſtretching under ground from : 
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„ (1) Theſe Emeenia were perform'd once by Herod, for the Renovation of the Tem le; and ſeem different 


RX * 

. 

x „ 
+ ry.” 
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from thoſe Emecnia (of which Fobn, c. 20. v. 22.) which were annually celebrated in Commemoration of the 


Temple being purified by udas Macchaheus. (2) The Tyrants of Sicily had much ſuch another Con 

trivance; for in the City of Syracuſe, they made ſeveral ſubterraneous Paſſages in the Part of the Town called 
Acradina, of which ſeveral wonderful Remains are yet extant, and very much commended by Bonann : 
"3 bis Italian Edition of the Syracufran Antiquities, p. 79. Y * 
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Containing the Space of Twelve Tears, þ 
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Herod's Law concerning Thieves. Alexander and Ariſtobulus, on their Return fim 
Rome, are calumniated by Salome and Pheroras, naugre which Herod giver (jen 


Wives. 


SEROD, in his adminiſtration of 
affairs, was very diligent to put 
a ſtop to all private injuries, as 
well committed in the city as 
country; but among the ſeveral 
laws he made, he enacted one 
very unlike any of the former, and which he 
ratified againſt Thieves, who were to be carried 
out of the limits of the kingdom, and there 
ſold. This ſtep was looked upon as an heavy 
article againſt perſons of this make and ſtamp, 
and a plain gradation towards aboliſhing the 
antient cuſtom ; for it was ſuppoſed to undergo 
a ſlavery in a foreign country, where the me- 
thod of living was quite oppoſite to theirs ; 
and to be under a dependance to perform every 
thing, as commanded them, according to ca- 
price and humour, would prove a more dan- 
gerous ſtroke to religion itſelf, than the puniſh- 
ment of the delinquents convicted of felony, 
could poſſibly be, ſince the antient laws had 
made ſufficient and effectual proviſions againſt 
this crime. For the prior laws had enacted, 
that no thief ſhould be aſſeſſed at more than 
four times the value of the things he had ſtolen, 
which, if he could not ſatisfy, he was then to 
be ſold, but not to ſtrangers, or to remain in 
a perpetual bondage ; for it was expreſly de- 
clared, that after ſix years he was to have his 
liberty again. Upon this ground it was there- 
fore that this law was ſuppoſed to be too rigo- 
rous and hard in its punithment, as appearing 
rather the effect of power and tyranny, than 
the reſult of a wiſe prince; and that Herod, 
without conſulting or having had any manner 
of account for the Fews, had beforchand de- 
ſigned to declare this puniſhment. This gave 
riſe to the odium and diſcontent the people 
conceived againſt him. 

At the ſame time Herod ſailed into Italy to 
compliment Cz/ar, and ſee his ſons, who then 


one who was her murtherer. This was tach 


giving Berenice, daughter of Salome, 11 


lived at Rome. Ceſar received him with ger 
diſtinction aud marks of honour, and gate hin 

leave to take back with him his ſons, who had 

then accompliſhed their ſtudies. When they 
came into their native country, the people n 
general ſeemed vaſtly fond of chem on ee, 
reſpects ; for their fine carriage and handene {Re 
deportment, and the viſible proofs they gue fi 
of their intrinſick grandeur and royal leg. fl 
Theſe ſteps immediately put S/ome, and tho: WR 
of the party who had accuſed Mariamne, in les 
a violent diſguſt; for they now apprehende, Ra 
ſhouid either of them happen to procure ti! (nn. 
adminiſtration, the injury done their matic Rn 
would not go unpuniſhed ; this fear made tea Rs 
endeavour to ſow all the diſcord and cam 
they were able, and accordingly they give BY 
that the rigour of their father, in purtivg 1 Rn 
mother to death, was of that heinous e 
that they could not, without a manifel ber Rn 
of their religion, ſuffer themſelves to le 1 ny 


their ſcheme, Bi 
diflolve the good underſtanding ſubſitting . | 
tween the father and the ſons. Howevet, 6 1 
were very cautious and ſecret in thelt 1 


an effectual ſtep to ripen 


Herod, however, was at this time ppon 0 4 
good terms with his ſons, and all the! 7" 
tions and calumnies brought 284": -. 
could not weigh down the filial ate. ; -m_ 
bore them ; in fine, he honoured oy 50 
came his dignity, and married : 14 1 

55 
bulus, and Glaphyra, daughter 09 


king of the Cappadecſans, to Alexani®” 
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+HESE, nuptials being ſolemnized, Herod 
1 hearing Agrippa was returned again out 
of Fal, into Aia, made all poſſible haſte to 
nim, and begged him to favour him with a viſit 
into his kingdom, to partake of thoſe things, 

BZ which a friend and benefactor had liberty to 
demand. Agrippa, upon Herod's importunity 


Wand ſolicitation, accepted the invitation, and 


went into Fudea, where Herod omitted nothing 


and delight: He took him into his new built 


eities, and ſhewed him the buildings of an 
extraordinary beauty, and entertained him and 
nis followers at Sebaſte, at Cæſarea, at Ale x- 
audrium, Herodium, and Hyrcan. a, three beau- 
eitul caſtles of great expence, with all poſſible 


EREmarks of diſtinction, recreating him in the 
moſt elegant manner he was able, and receiving 
dim ar ſeveral ſumptuous banquets. Moreover 
de carried him to Hieroſoly ma, the inhabitants 
et which came out to receive him in their feſ- 
WExival habits, and conducted him into the city 
ich loud acclamations. Agrippa, to return 
oc civility, ſacrificed an Hecatomò, or a hun- 
red bullocks, to God, feaſted the citizens, and 
ewed himſelf moſt magnificent; and after he 
ad delighted himſelt ſeveral days, he began 
reflect upon the time of the year, winter 
en coming on, and judged it more ſafe to be 
ly in gerting to 1% a, than be overtaken by 
e bad ſeaſon, which made it ſomething dan- 
gerous to hazard himſelf upon the ſea. 

Wich this view he weighed anchor, but at 
departure, Herod made large preſents to the 
ieteſt of his followers. Herod ſtayed the 
inter within his own kingdom, but in the be- 


„ oning of the ſpring, made preparations to go 
d fce Agrippa the ſecond time, when he 
ard of the expedition he had deſign'd to the 
* perus. He failed by Rhodes and Cos, en- 


i {Sea vouring to put in at Lesbos, thinking to 
e found Agrippa there, but the wind vere- 
„e about to the north, oblig'd him to ſtand off 
„ ſea; this forced him to ſtay a few days at 
„, where he magniticently received all 
ese who came to compliment him; while he 
gained here, he perceived the haven entirely 
Rgemoliihed, which had been occaſioned by the 
RT: ridatic war, and the citizens, by reaſon of 
„ former largeneſs and beauty, had never, from 
e ft demolition, been in a capacity to re- 
ir; to remedy which, he gave them a 
1 RP < chan ſufficient ſum of money to finiſh the 
P15 it wanted, and begged them to uſe their 
ot efforts and abilities, both of time and 
geh, to add fo great an ornament to their 
Y ALE tormer luſtre. At len th, the wind 
ns to change, he failed firſt for Mi- 
= A and then for Byzantium, where heatin 
"i * : _ 204 the Cycmean rocks, he followed 
+ 3 Tho haite he could, and havin 
ed at Eirad's putting in rbb 
4x putting 1n there 


* 


5 
3 


he thought might contribute to his amuſement 


p. II. 


wo How Herod ſailed twice to Agrippa, who, upon an Accuſation brought againſt the 
0. Grecians by the Jews, confirmed to the latter their Laws and Cuſtoms. 


with his ſhips, but his coming was very accept- 
able, and the firſt interview was diſtinguiſh*d 
with all the demonſtrations of a real and laſting 
friendſhip ; Agrippa, on his part, judged, and 
not without reaſon, that Herod, by ſuch a long 
voyage at ſea, and readineſs to aſſiſt him in 
his affairs, for which he had left his kingdom, 
and the adminiſtration of it, had given him 
the moſt ſure teſtimonial of his love and friend- 
ſhip for him. In ſhort, Herod, during Agrippa's 
expedition, was preſent in every tranſaction of 
it; he ſhew'd himſelf his companion and aſſiſ- 
tant in the management of his affairs; and in all 
things beſide, where his council and advice 
was neceſlary, his inſtructor and director. 
Herod, in Agrippa's moments of relaxation, 
was both a grateful and delighttul companion; 
in every one of his employments, he was his 
partner; in his more difficult concerns he join- 
ed him for his benevolence; and in his more 
diſintereſted honours he took him for the ho- 
nour he bore him. As ſoon as the affairs of 
Pontus were terminated, for which Agrippa 
had been ſent thither, he was in no humour 
to return by ſhipping; but taking his rout 
through P:phlagonia and Cappadocia, and 
from thence into the greater Phry2ia, they 
came to Epheſus, where they took ſhipping 
and croſſed over to Samos. Agrippa, to gra- 
tity Herod, made conſiderable preſents to the 
{ſeveral perſons petitioning him, in the ſeveral 
cities he paſt through; and Herod, to oblige 
him, left nothing uneſſayed, chat either money, 
or marks of civility, could contribute any 


thing to it; for he bore his expences at the 


charge of his own purſe, and always made 
interceſſion 1n every caſe exhibited to A rippa, 
ſo that they who asked his aſſiſtance, were 


made truly ſenſible of the favours and kind 


neſs he did them. And he was naturally of a 


_ generous diſpoſition, and of an extenſive ſoul 


to relieve every one who craved his aſſiſtance, 
provided the favour he d'd them, was not 


prejudicial to the intereſt of others; ſo he was 


of no ſmall moment to excite an ambition in 
Agrippa, who was ready enough of himſelf to 
thew himſelf open hearced and open ſpirited ; 
for he reconciled him to the Ilienſes, to whom 
he had ſhewed his diſguſt, and paid a ſum of 
money, due to Cæſar's procurators, by the ci- 
tizens of ius, for whom he obtain'd an im- 
munity from the ſatisfaction of tribute; and, 
in fine, in whatever affair his aſſiſtance was 
found neceſſary, there he was certain to be 
preſent and give all the aid he was able. 
Upon their arrival in Ioia, a great number 
of the Jes, inhabiting the cities there, taking 
confidence through the opportunity offering it- 
ſelf, went to Agrippa, and remonſtrated to 
him the injuries they had ſuffered in being de- 
prived of the free uſe of their laws, and by 
the iniquitous procedure of their magiſtrates 
compelled, even on their feſtivals, to appear 


before 


1 


u] 
1 


1 


— 2 * —— —— - — 


| before their courts of juſtice, that they ſtript 


' temple at Hiero/olyma, and obliged them to 
ſerve in the war, and undergo the public em- 
ployments, in the execution of which they were 

| torced to conſume. the ſacred money, from which 

they had always been exempted, as —_ had 

' the. permiſſion of the Romans to live contorm- 
ably to the preſcription of their own laws. Du- 

ring the continuance of this repreſentation, He- 

rod deſired Agrippa to hear their juſtification, 
and appointed one Nicholans, a friend of his, 
to be council in the affair; and when Agrippa 

- had couſtituted the court, which conſiſted of 

the priucipal Romans, the kings, and princes 
then preſent, Ncholaus ſtood up, and began to 
defend the cauſe of tlie Fews, in the following 
mannet: 5 | 


bY 22 Priffant Agrippa, 


HOSE who labour in extremities, hold it 
abſolutely neceſſary to fly to thoſe, who are 

in a capacity to protect them from the misfor- 
tunes to which they are expoſed. This is the 
reaſon why theſe men, on a ſure confidence of 
ſucceſs, come before you to ſupplicate you in 
their neceſſities. As they have tormerly experi- 
enced you, even as their hearts wiſhed, they now 
veg that the favours you have beſtowed upon 
them, may not be ſnarched out of their hands, 
ſince they received them from thoſe, who had the 
ſole right of conferring them; nor yet are they 
depriv'd of their immunities by perſons their 
ſuperiors, but by men whom they know equally 
with themſelves ſubjects to your government. 
Now if the kindneſs they have obtain'd, be of 
great conſequence, it ſhould rather redound to 
their commendations, that they ſhewed them- 
ſelves worthy of ſo much favour ; but if it be of 
{mall moment, then it is a diſhonour to them 
not to be in a capacity to preſerve what they 
have once obtained. And there is not the leaſt 
{cruple in the world to be made, but that thoſe 
who injuriouſly treat, and by all manner of ways 
endeavour to harraſs the Jews, are enemies to 
both; firſt to thoſe who receive the favour, if 
they think them, who are obliged to the beſt 
people on earth for the teſtimonial of their Kind- 
neſs to them, not good men; and next, they 
are injurious to thoſe who give the favour, if 
they demand the kindneſs once beſtowed, to 
be revoked, and made null. If any one ask 


0 


country's inſtitutions, pomps, ſacrifices, and 
ceremonies, which they uſe in the devotions they 
make to their Gods, they had rather part with, 
I am fo very well perſuaded in the matter, that 
tooner than a tittle of the laws of their country 


thing, and ſubject themſelves to the worſt miſ- 
ASrtune ; and for this very end they make war 
and defend themſelves, that they may not be 
interrupted in the free exerciſe of their cuſto- 
mary rites ; nor ate we debarred of the felicity 
wuich mankind under you enjoy, ſince every 
man in every proyince of your dominions, is at 
liberty to uſe his own religion, and live con- 
formably to the cuſtoms ot his own country. Yet 
theſe men cannot endure to be diſturbed them- 
ſelves, though they ſtrive all they can to moleſt 
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them of the money they deſigned to ſend to the 


{ible of your kindneſs. Beſide, thoſe why this 


them which of the two, namely, lite, or their 


{ſhould be diminithed, they would ſacrifice every 


others, as if there was no difference in 
tranſgreſſion, whether they neglected the * 
they owe to their own gods, or endeavour, 


take away what other nations pay to 4b 


againſt all right and juſtice. But we will ,* 
ſider this preſently. Say, is there ever x 

city, or nation of men, who is not indebt4 6 
the good they enjoy, to your tutelage, and th 
Roman ſtrength ? Doth any man deſire the f 
vours you have beſtow'd upon him, to bet, 
ked? No man certainly who is in his riht en I. 
ſes ; nor, I dare ſay, can there be found Fs =. 
publick, or private life, any one who is whe 2 


IS EE 8 55 Ee 55 = IT * 5 
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endeavour to take away thoſe bleſſings, which, Þ 
owing to your generoſity, do not conſider 8 2 
they hardly leave to themſelves any thin = 
maining of the obligations they owe you, as MY 
the favours you have done are impoſlible 9}, E 
number'd; for if they would but refle$ a ji 
upon the antient ſort of government, and th; 
under which they now live, and mix in thy 
conſiderations the ſeveral advantages condum 
to their happineſs, which they have tecttet 

from it, they muſt acknowledge, with ther 
of mankind, that they are no more under lip 
of ſervitude, but happy liberty. And yet our 
own affairs, were they to ſucceed proſperaul, 
ought not to be envied. By you it is we in . 
mon with all enjoy an happy life, and ge Mi 
but a favour granted equally to others, to E 
an uninterrupted liberty of exerciſing our tel 


gion, according to the laws of our own coun, 
which is a thing in itſelf not to be envied « {RY 
denied, and is the proper buſineſs of thoſe viy 
have granted it; for if the divinity is delighted RE 
with the honour paid him, much more h 


pleaſed with thoſe who permit him to be uu. 
ſhipped ; nor are our laws diſagreeable to ma, 
but every one is full of piety, and made pd 
the pureſt and moſt undefiled juſtice; nor 


we hide the inſtitutions, which we ptaditn 
the forming our lives and manners, which i 
make the evident ſign and teſtimonial of oit RR 
antient religion, and our morals among m Ree 


kind. The ſeventh day we ſet apart for l- 
ſtructing ourſelves in the knowledge ofout h 
and cuſtoms, through an earneſt inclination i 
meditate upon them, or any other, any i ey 
conducive to reſtrain us from the commiſſion * ny! 
ſin, And the beauty of them will appen! nt 
any one, who impartially conſiders every 

by its ſelf, and we are fully aſſured of the ly 
antiquity, though a great many will not 44e 

of ſuch an aſſertion, wherefore the obſerien 

them are by ſo much the more difficult . 
induced to leave them, as the ſacrednels0 

antient ſtanding confirms them in an ent! 
ſervance of- them, yet theſe are the invalu 
bleſſings threatened to be taken away from '| 
by violence: But this is not all, the) 15 . 
ouſly take from us the money, which ve 3 
colle&ed for the ſacred ſervice of God, 
from us the payment of tributes, and 5 f 
ſolemn feſtivals cite us to their cribund . | 
compel us to undergo other emp lo) g | 
buſineſſes, which, by the promiſes and a 175 
95 us, we are not under any duty to pe, 


1 qund6 
© that our religion is the moſt deep!y £ W 


. 


themielves are conſcious ot te 
and they themſe hich they 


wu 


and malicious hatred with wiuc 


Book XVI. 
manly proſecute us, for your empire 18 ang 
the ſame to all; ſo that benevolence - 185 
always ſure to find protection under its WI" , 
but hatred and malice no manner of re uge- 
\Vherefore, moſt puiſſant Agrippa, WE (OR * 
Lnntreat you to baniſh our calamities, and not 
per us to be thus inhumanly treated; to give 
us the free uſe of our inſtitutions and laws, and 
I | reinſtate us 1n our antient privileges, and pro- 
hibit us from being oppreſſed by thoſe, to whom 
auc have offer'd no manner of injuſtice or violence, 
dis petition is not only reaſonable and mn, 
but what you have before granted us. We coul 
here, ro inſtance thoſe particulars, give a long 
WW cal of ſeveral decrees of your ſenate, which 
WE old clearly make out our fidelity to the Ro- 
nan, and which were made to be inviolably pre- 
ſerv'd, although your favours were oftentimes 
prior to our obligations. Nor are we the only 
people to whom you have preſerved your alli- 
ince, but all mankind in general are indebted 
N en the fame account; ſeveral of whom, beyond 
il hope or expectation, have been abundantly 
ieſt; upon which it is impoſſible for any man, 
e ſicous to enter into the large field of the fa- 
ours you have done them, to find words ſuffi- 
ien to recount them. But to ſhew that we 
ee not unworty of the many kindneſſes, by you 
onferred upon us, ſuffer us to paſs by in ſilence 
u prior obligations, and to contine ourſelves to 
hort recital of him, who now wears the ſcep- 
ee over us, and fits near you. Say, what mark 


n 


F faxour or kindneſs has he not performed to 

or family 2 When have you ſtood in need of 

o t.dclity? What ſign ot honour hath he not 
eeſtowed upon you? What emergency did you 
er feel, chat he was not the ff to aſſiſt you 
SS? What hinders then, that +2 ballance the 
, SSSligations you lay under to him? It will not 
amis ro ſer betore you in a clear light the 
rrritude of his father Autipater, who, in Ce/ar's 
1 ES pecition into Agypt, ſupplied him with two 
i Wouſand faces, well accoutred and armed, and 
it {gc wed himſelf not the laſt in valour, both in 


tand and ſea engagements ; and why ſhould 


v- RP: | mention of what great conſequence were 
is RS en to Cæſar at that time, and the quan- 
110 (SY 21d quality of the rewards he made them 
the ſervice they did him? But I ſhould have 


ond before this the letters wrote by Cæſar 
the ſenate, and the honours and freedom of 


e which the people beſtowed upon him; 


ce are proofs ſufficient to convince you that 
EE favours ve have happily obtained from you, 
eee not undeſervedly beſtowed, nor have we 
ae rain pretence been induced to petition you 
onfirm them to us, which, had not they been 
eerly granted us, we ſhould have had ſome 
ad, nevertheleſs, to have hoped for ſuch a 
cc, confidering the king's diſpoſition to- 
5 you, and your's towards him. Nor is this 
e s have acquainted us in what a 
Py manner you entered their province, and 
os oftcred to God a lawful ſacrifice, and 
him with agreeable devotion, and how 
_ ct the people at a banquet, and 

6 cended to accept their friendly offices. 
KL ee circumſtances, and the honourable re- 

.—> 2 er, nation and city entertained 
s e 102 8 as you are, make 
= HH} e between you and 


3 3 nation for the affinity ſabſiſting be- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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tween you and Herod, In fine, we beg leave 
to admoniſh you and the king, who is near, and 
fits with you, of theſe particulars, deſiring of 

ou no more, than to ſecure us in the poſſeſ- 
Fon of thoſe bleſſings, you have been pleaſed 
to grant us, and not ſuffer us to be expoſed to 
the fury and violence of other people in the 
maintenance of our juſt rights. 


Nicholaus having made this harangue, the 
Greeks offered to make no manner of defence, 
becauſe the affair was not carried on by way 
of litigation, but only made a kind of peti- 
tion, to be ſecured from violence; they ofter'd 
at no apology, for having acted as they had 
done, but pretended the Fews had uſed their 
country, to which they had been very trouble- 
ſome ; ro this the Jews made anſwer, they 
were free Citizens, and in all countries where 
they reſided, they paid obedience to their own 
laws, withour doing any man any injury. 
Agrippa, in the concluſion, finding the Fews 
were the ſufferers, decreed thus in their fa- 
your : That in conſideration of the bene- 
© volence, and friendſhip he had for Herod, 
© he was willing and ready to allow the Fews 
< their petition, which he conceived was built 
on juſt grounds, and if they ſhould at any 
© time for the future have occaſion to amend, 
cor add to their {aid petition, he would, pro- 
© vided it was not againſt the intereſt of the 
© Roman people, be further ready to gratiſy 
them in it. And becauſe they only deſired 
for a ratification of what had been former] 
granted rhem, he decreed and confirmed it, 
© that they enjoyed, and continued to enjoy, 
the free exerciſe of their own religion and 
* laws, without any let or impediment.” Af- 
ter he had given this ſentence, he broke up 
the aſſembly. Herod, upon this, ſtanding be- 


fore him, returned him his compliment, and 


conſeſſed the obligation he was under to him, 
for the piece of friendſhip he had done him: 
Agrippa ſhewed himſelf, in his turn, not inſen- 
ſible of the reſpectful deportment of Heyod, 
and took him into his arms, and embraced him. 
After this, he departed from Lesbos, but the 
king reſolved ro make the fea of Samos his 
way home, and after he had took his farewel 
of Agrippa, he weighed anchor and got ſafe 
to Cz/area with a favourable wind in a few 
days; from hence he went to Hieroſolj ma, 
where he convoked a general aſſembly of the 
whole people out of the country, and at their 
meeting, ſtepping Into the midſt of them, he 
acquainted them with the reaſon of his whole 
journey, and the happy condition to which he 
had brought the Fews in Aja, which was, to 
have the free exerciſe of their laws without 
any moleſtation ; he enlarged greatly on his 
own good fortune, and the adminiſtration of 
his kingdom ; how, in every particular, he had 
conſtantly ſtudied their intereſt, and, at length, 
wrapt up in the reflection of his own proſpe- 
rity, he remitted to them a fourth part of 
the foregoing year's tribute. This generous 
act, and the remonſtrance he had made them, 
had wonderful influence over them; and filled 
with extreme gladneſs at his kind and open- 
hearted procedure, they departed with loud 
wiſhes of a long and ſucceſsſul reign to him. 
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CHAP. in. 9 


How a Diſcord diſturbs the Family of Herod, for preferring Antipater bis elde, &,. 4 
4 the Diſhonour of which Leeb the Perſons about Alexander, #7 On; : 


H E breach in Herod's family appearing 
every day of worſe conſequence, and 
ſtill encreaſing, Salome, as if by an hereditary 
right, purſued the young princes with the 
moſt open marks of hatred; the ſucceſs ſhe 
had found with regard to their mother, made 
her proceed to ſuch an height of preſumption, 
that ſhe reſolved to leave none of the ſons, 
whom ſhe thought capable of revenging the 
death of the deceaſed. Beſide, what favour- 
ed her greatly, was the ill underſtanding the 
young men entertained of their father, be- 
ing moved to this, firſt by the remembrance of 
the diſhonourable uſage of their mother, and 
next, by an eager deſire to govern ; thus the 
odium began to be as great as formerly in the 
family. For the young men very openly caſt 
their reproaches at Salome and Phenoras, and 
theſe again on the other hand, were not back- 
ward in their calumnies againſt the young men, 
and in their induſtrious deſigns to entrap them: 
The hatred on both ſides was grounded upon 
the ſame principles, but the methods each took 
to exerciſe it were different; the former made 
an open declaration and ſhew of their invete- 
racy, thinking it an act of ſincerity, and a mark 
of ingenuity not to diſſemble their anger; the 
latter followed another courſe, and with great 
artifice, and an injurious pack of lyes, made 
way to accompliſh their deſigns ; they were 
eternally hatching ſome Dre or other to pro- 
voke the young men, ſuppoſing their rage 
would at laſt turn upon their father; for when 
they conſidered, they were not aſhamed of the 
crimes alledged againſt their mother, whom 
they were of opinion had unjuſtly been put to 
death, they could not think, but they would 
endeavour to revenge her death upon him who 
was the ſuppoſed author of it, with their own 
hands. In fine, the whole city was in a little 
time full of theſe contentions, and as it hap- 
pens in the like caſes with combatants, the ge- 
nerality pitied the youth of the princes. But 
Salome made the beſt advantage of her care 
and diligence, and gathered from their own 
words ſufficient to promote her deſign as ſhe 
pleaſed; for they not only were miſerably 
vexed at the reflection of their mother's death, 
but bewailed her's and their own caſe, ſtriving 
all that was poſſible to repreſent Mariamne*s 
cataſtrophe as mournful gs could be, which 
indeed it was, and alſo to ſhew themſelves in 
no pleaſing condition, who were obliged to 
live amongſt the murtherers of their mother, 
and partake with them of their crimes. * 


(a) Epiphanius has omitted this Paſſage in his Verſion, and Gelenius interprets it thus: 
very propitious to his Affairs abroad, even beyond his Hope, ſo all his domeſtick Concern 4 I 
© his Expectation, attended with an unhappy Concluſion, that with a great deal of Reaſon - _ 
whether his Family Difſentions were not a Counterveil to his Succeſs abroad, Y 
him equally to want both, and confine himſelf again to a private Condition. 
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his hopes: Thus theſe two conſiderations pi ie 


Theſe reports were by fo much the n 
noiſed abroad, as the king was abſent 5 
his journey; but when he returned, and iy 
ſpoke to the people, as we have obſery d bz. MY 
Pheroras and Salome were preſent, ready my 
their accuſations, which they plentifully cu. {i 
tered about; they repreſented to him the 0 1 
treme danger he was in from the young a 
who openly threatned to revenge the death 
their mother, and added, they had great bot 7 
of the Cappadocian kings aſſiſting them. to g 
and accuſe him before Cz/ar. . Herod no * 
had heard theſe words, than he ſeemed grey, {lt 
ly uneaſy, and his aſtoniſhment wag þy , 
much the more uncommon, as he had hen 
the ſame thing from other people theſe runs 
recalled to his n ind and thoughts what he * 
formerly ſuggeſted, how that for the doneli; 
feuds in his own family, he had had no . 
fort either with his children or wie, whoſtoull 
have been the moſt dear to him, and he feel MY 
this future breach wculd be attended with 
diſmal and heavy conſequences than his H 


b 


troubles, ſo that his thoughts began to fen: 


25 "CAPE 


+ 


Pi 


how, by the favour of God, all his tranſadia 


with a quite different period, even beyul BR 
ving ſo oppoſite to one another, which uo . 
ſon would ever have expected, put him in WR 
a ſituation ſo wavering, that he could not 
ſolve which was the more preferable ch 
or condition, to ſucceed fo gloriouſy in it ni 
things he undertook abroad, and attervi 2 
to be involved in a ſcene of unhappy rroubs =— 
at home, or to avoid ſo great diſturbances "ney 
he found in his family, by (a) renouncing "BRIE 
kingdom, and all the other things which = 
men's admiration. | - 

Herod, in this confuſion and diferce a = 
mind, in order to reſtrain the proceed 
his ſons, ſent for another ſon of his, 1 
Antipater, born to him in his private 50 = 
and reſolved to advance him to ſome conls - 
able poſt of honour ; but not, as the 5 = 
will ſhew, to inveſt him with the chief a | 
rity, and be thoroughly guided by 0 5 
intention was only to reſtrain the preſurp = 
of his ſons by Mariamne, and enden 
make them the better ſenſible of their 15 1 
haviour, ſuppoſing they would not 1%" By 
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nuch to themſelves, when they _ 2 
gniteſt a proof before them, that the 1 8 

= of the kingdom was not their right, 80 N y 
= birth, neceſſity, or otherwiſe, With this 4 
be e ſends for Antipater to come home, to be 
as it were, a rival to the other two, believing 
Ine would take effectual care over his affairs, 
and ſo curb the aſpiring temper of his other 
two ſons, that in a little time he ſhould find 
them of another diſpolition for the better: But 
Wall his foreſight and conjectures came far 
ort of his expectations; the ſons thought 
themſelres extremely wronged, and Antiparers 
Pho was a perſon of great inſinuation, finding 
bimſelf once in a condition to entertain ſuch 
hopes as he never durſt before, took every ſtep 
Wo miſuſe the other brothers, and ſupplant 
cm in their expectations of obtaining the 
remoſt rank; to which end he feigned a cloſe 


e 
*2 * 
} . 
v 
A y 


ittle ruffled with the oops malicious reports 
rought him, and perceived he had a favour- 
ple opportunity given him of putting in prac- 
oe the ſcheme he had deſigned upon him, 
RS hich was to fill his ears every day more and 
ore, with accuſations againſt the brothers, 
ppoſing that the moſt eftectual way to raiſe 
anger paſt reconciliation. Upon this ground 
RI e became the author of every report that 
as ſpread abroad, but took ſo much precau- 
n as not to ſhew he carried any tales him- 
ik to his father, but induftriouſly brought his 
eme to ſuch a concluſion, that only perſons 
undoubted veracity, and who were thought 
have the king's intereſt only at heart, were 
Sade uſc of to ripen his project: Thus ſeveral 
ere, through the inducement of future hope, 

uenced to eſpouſe the intereſt of Antipater, 

—_—_— found no great difficulty in perſuading 

, that their acquainting him with ſuch 


excellent advantage to him, both in re- 
aof the honour he purchaſed, and the pre- 


dhe means were taken out of his hands 
Ling, as he had done, againſt his brothers 
his apprehenſions were by ſo much the 
prevalent, as he conſidered the poſſibility 
n father's changing his ſentiments, on the 
—_ cement to think favourably of Mari 
es bons; theſe conſiderations, the effect of 
+ alicious deſigns againſt them, made him, 
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= put, in Effect, to guard his Way to 
1 Artifices, lays Gelenias, 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


tage, and repre 


Edherence to his father, whom he found not a 


- againſt his brothers, 
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like tales, was the pure reſult of the love and 
duty they owed him. Theſe ſchemes were 
very artfully carried on by a company of per- 
ſons faithful to one another's views -and inte- 
reſts, and the two ſons themſelves afforded a 
fine opportunity to promote their deſigns ; for 
whenever they reflected upon the contumely 
they ſuffered, and the ignominious death of 
their mother, they conſtantly burſt out into 
a flood of tears, and openly, amongſt their 
friends and acquaintance, endeavoured to repre- 
ſent. their father as cruel and uncompaſſionate. 


Antipater, who only wanted this opportunity, 


improved it very cunningly to his own advan- 

ented their whole proceedings, 
with ſeveral additions of his own, as the groſſeſt 
piece of malice that could be imagined. This 
ſtep made the breach in Herod's family break 
out more, violently. For as the king was al- 
ready very much exaſperated at their reproach- 
ful carriage, he was reſolved to put a check 
upon their inſolence; and to that end, heaped 
continually greater honours upon him, till 
at laſt being quite gain'd over to his ſide, he or- 
dered his mother to be ſent for, and wrote 
ſeveral letter, to Cz/ar in his behalf; in all 
which he made ſecret remarks of the advan- 
tage he had been to him in his private condi- 
tion of life. Ar this time Agrippa was pre- 
paring to go back to Rome, atter his ten years 
adminiſtration of the affairs of ia, upon which 
Herod went out of Judea and ſailed to him, 
carrying along with him Antipater, whom he 
delivered to him with coſtly preſents to Cæſar 
at Rome, in order to make his way with him, 
and gain his friendſhip. By this ſtep every 
thing ſeemed to favour Antipater, but the two 
other brothers were entirely bereft of any 
e of ſucceeding or enjoying the king- 

om. 


CHAP. IV. 


, while Antipater lives at Rome, Herod carries Alexander and Ariſtobulus, and 
accuſes them before Cæſar. Alexander pleads his own Cauſe before Cæſar, and a 
Lc conciliation is at laſt made between the Father and Sons. | 


IAT E R's going to Rome, was of 


however, not drop his ſcheme ; but as often 
as he ſuppoſed there were any hopes left of 
his being able to work upon his father's mind, 
and irritate it againſt his ſons, ſo often did 
he write from Rome to him, under a colour of 
the great concern and uneaſineſs he had for him; 
but, in effect, the malignity of his temper 

was the real motive, and 
the great hope he founded in himſelf, made 
him think of turning all things to his own (a) 
advantage. In fine, what by his fictitious 
ſuggeſtions, and other falſe accuſations againſt 
them, he filled Herod's breaſt with that rage 
and indignation, that he began to give plain 
proofs of his reſentment againſt them; but 
that he might not ſeem either too remiſs or 
haſty in doing any thing againſt them, Judging 


the Succeſſion of the Kingdom, which he hoped for, by his ma- 


both 
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both extreams equally prejudicial to him, he 
took a better courſe, as he thought, and went 
to Rome, where he laid his accuſations againft 
them, before Ceſar, eſteeming ſuch a proce- 
dure ſafer, than by any action, peremptorily 
committed, bring him into ſuſpicion of barba- 


ri 


ty. Upon his arrival at Rome, he went to 


Aquileia to meet Cæſar, and having obtained 
an audience of him, and petitioned him to de- 
termine of one of the worſt difficulties he had 
ever been involved in, to all human appear- 
ance, he brought his ſons before him, and made 


b 


itter complaints of their rebellious deſigns and 


wicked ſchemes, by repreſenting, © What inve- 
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terate and dangerous enemies they were to 
him, who took every ſtep to ſnew their mall- 
cious hatred to their father, and carried their 
anger againſt him fo far, as to endeavour to 
put him to death, and by the perpetration of 
one of the blackeſt crimes, ſtrive to wreſt the 
kingdom out of his hands, when Cz/ar had in- 
veſted him with a power at his deceaſe, of 
leaving his kingdom, not by any compulſion, 
but free will, to that ſon of his, who ſhould 
give the tulleſt proofs of his obedience to him. 
That the kingdom was but a trifling conſide- 
ration to them, in reſpect of their lives, if 
they were deprived of ſucceeding to it, which 
they would willingly ſacrifice, provided they 
had the means of putting their father to 
death; ſo deep and 1nveterate is the hatred 
that is rooted in their hearts againſt me. And 
this is the calamity 1 have ſo long ſuſtained, 
and which has obliged me at laſt ro open to 
Ceſar, and offend his ears with a recital of 
it. But what hardſhip have they ſuſtained at 
my hands? Or what heavy complaints have 
they to exhibit againſt me? How can they 
ſuppoſe it a thing juft and fair, to ſtrive ar 
hindrivg a perſon, who, through a long ſeries 
of time, and the hazard of many dangers, hath 
obtained the government he enjoys, from 
being lord of it, from having the free poſſeſ- 
fion of it, and from giving it to him who beſt 
deſerves it? For this, among the other re- 
wards of a virtuous behaviour, 1s propoſed to 
him who deſigns to copy after him who gocs 
before, namely, to acquire the like favour, 
Upon which ground it is manifeſt what wicked 
attempt it is to deal thus in ſo nice an affair, 
for that perſon who perpetually entertains the 
thoughts of obtaining the Kingdom in his head, 
is at the ſame time hatching the deſtruction 
of his father, and the ſucceſſion cannot come 
to him till after the tather's deceaſe. Nor has 
their father hitherto ever withdrawn his hand 
from aſſiſting them with things ſuitable to their 
dignity and princely birth, neither ornaments, 
equipage, or other expences, have been want- 
ing to complete the figure the ſons of a king 
ought to make; beſide, they have been allied 
to very honourable martiages, one to the 
daughter of my ſiſter, and the daughter of king 
Archelaus given to Alexander the other. But 


(a) The remaining Part to the very End of this Speech, is ſuſpected of Corruption, 
Reaſon of Fpiphanizs interpreting it in the Manner he has done: He ſays, And having and wi 
Gall the Power an injured Father, or a King, plotted againſt, could put in Force, he made them ſtand! 
© him in Judgment, and faid, there was nothing to clear his Life from the greateſt Fears, 


one oz the other of them to die? 
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my greateſt kindneſs is, that their fat} 
* ter all their baſe attempts, h N 
* authority over them, but brought th 
c e | 8 em beſo 
£/ar, the common benefaQor to all 
; mitted every thing of his Prerogative, which 
either an incenſed father, or a king, conſy;- 
* againſt, could juſtly put in execution: Wy 1 
the contrary, he had come along with the den 
* ſtand to the award which Cæſar ſhould think 
* tomake between them; however, be petit i 
© he might not return altogether nx ra 
nor live the remainder of his days in the w 
* apprehenſions, fince (a) his ſons, after he 
ate villainous attempts, did not deſerye to 0 : 
* the light of the ſun, or live any longer 11 
* ſhould they now eſcape juſtice, they would 5 
* diſputably . both aber and commit the gert 
© of crimes, as they had but too plain 
Herod, with great emotion, laid theſe accu. 
ſations before Cæſar. The young princes, di. 
ring the ſpeech, were drowned in a flood of 
tears, but at the cloſe of it, ſeemed to be 
quite overwhelmed. They were thorouoh! 
convinced 1n their own conſciences this _ 
of diſaffection to their father was malicious 
and 1ll-grounded, and they perceived the 
difficulty there was to defend themſelres 
againſt the articles laid to their fide by thei 
father. They judged it unbecoming in then 
to ſpeak their minds openly, though in thei 
own juſtification, and ſhew the erroneous 
behaviour of him in his conſtant violent and 
precipitate proceedings. In effect, they kney 
not what ro ſay or do; the tears guſhed trom 
their eyes, not that they were conſcious df 
any guilt in this caſe, but their tather's vo- 
lent procedure againſt them was the ſole cauſe 
of their vaſt ſorrow ; in tine, they eſteemed it 
indecent to ofter any thing too treely in their 
juſtitication, and they imagined they were in 
danger, it they did not make ſome attempts to 
vindicate themſelves. This conſideration made 
them for ſome time remain doubttul, which 
occaſioned the audience to break out into tea 
and lamentations. Beſide, the young princes 
apprehended it might be thought they vet 
concerned in their guilty conſciences for wii 
they had done, and their ſilence might bt 
attributed to ſuch a conjecture: But in el 
it was owing to their want of experience 4d 
their tender years. This was ſoon perceired 
by Cæſar, and the reſt of the audience, vi! 
were moved to ſo much compaſſion, tit 
Herod, who accuſed them, could not reſitl 
himſelf from compaſſionating their fortunes 
The young princes obſerving their fathet 
and Cæſar attentive to their caſe, and — 
the perſons in the audience were ſoftned ut 
compaſſion to them, as to ſhew their coc 
in tears. Alexander, one of them, and 5 
eldeſt, ſtood up, directing his ſpeech 10 
father, and made his defence in the r 
words: My father, your method of accu * 
fully declares what ſentiments you entertall 
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ath not uſed a 
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ly done“ 
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dus; if you had deſigned a more 9995 8 
© nent of us, you would not have pre ors vg 
„ before him, who is our common Ppreterver, 
for by your prerogative as a king, and your 
© authority as a father, you might have been at 
© liberty to have inflicted a puniſhment 465 ” 

© according to your power. Bur ſince yoo oy 
brought us betore Ceſar, and made 1m the 
© determiner of our alledged crimes, It is plain 
your delign is to ſave us, for no man is hurried 
„to the altar, deſtined to be deſtroyed. The 
« apgravarion of our fault is greatly enlarged, and 
« we ſhould never be induced to prolong our 
« lives a moment longer, if we could be brought 
« to think ourſelves tranſgreſſors againſt ſo good 
« a father; far better is it to die innocent and 
« free from accuſation, than preſerve a life taint- 
© ed with an ungenerous and ungrateful proce- 
dure againſt you. If your defence is favoured 
« by ſo much ſucceſs as ro convince you of our 
« loyalty and love to you, the danger we ſhall 
« eſcape by it, will not prove of ſo joyful a con- 
« ſequence, as the being cleared of all ſuſpicions 
by your own judgment; for to continue in A 
« ſuſpicion of difregard and diſſoyalty to you, 
© makes us with a thouſand times to die, rather 
« than live, Your «ccuſing our youth of raſh at- 
« 121pts is probable, as having aſpired by indi- 
ret methods to work ourielves into the admi- 
„ niſtration, and our mother's diſgraceful cata- 
« ſtrophe charges our guilt with more convincing 
« rrouls; but reflect, Sir, every one equally 
« with us lies obnoxious to the very ſame accu- 
« fations; tor any king is at liberty, whenever 
he pleaſes, to bring into ſuſpicion the children 
« he has had by a deceaſed wife, and charge 
them with contraband practiſes againſt his re- 
« poſe; but bare ſuſpicion was never thought 
ag * cridence ſuſficient to bring a perſon under con- 
ddemnation, or make him guilty. Upon this 
W * cround we beg you to challenge any one, who 
can effectually make cut before any impartial 
judge, our rebellious proceedings, ſo as to 
WE © convict us. Can you tax us with preparing 
poiſon for you, entering into any unlawtul ca- 
bal againſt your quiet, corrupting any of your 
WE © {crvants with bribes or preſents, or writing 
any letters, to your prejudice or diſervice? 
all cheſe charges may be brought about by 
calumnly on the leaſt pretence. Diſcord in 
TT the court of a prince is attended with unhappy 
cConſcquences; and dominion, which you lay 
gl ] Fs 1 1S the reward of a p ous obedience, 18 very of- 


el ten coveted by men who aim at it, by very 
x0 indirect method. Though we are aſſured of 
our own innocency, and the impoſſibility of 
(ul TE convicting us of any real crime, yet how can 
nes woe hope tor any mercy, or to clear ourſelves, 
thet ben the perſons to whom we offer our com- 
tt BS plaints, will not deign to hear us. if we have 
zn WW tcered any expreſſions, too indecent for this 
cet! place, yer, my father, they were not levelled 
* you, but at thoſe perſons who have tradu- 
10 ed us; to ſpeak indecently of you, carries an 
ou rr ol great impiety in it. Our mother's ig- 
dla Pm inous death has given us great uneaſinefs 
rain" ut we have not mourned her becauſe the is 
<2, but becauſe, after the ſufferings ſhe has 
fol 3 njuſtly undergone, ſhe is calumniated and ill 
1 9 * of; ſay, in what have we entertained 


ö 2 
S, LI 
k AS 

3 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


355 


« ambitious thoughts of uſurping our father's 
kingdom? As we are grac'd already wirh 
© princely honours, our notions of that ſtamp are 
© fooliſh and vain? Let it be ſuppoſed we had 
© not been, yet we preſume we might hope for 
them. But, ſay, would your death have been 
© a juſt pretence for grounding our expectations 
© upon; if ſo, the earth and fea would not have 
© ſuffered our preſence upon it, after ſo abomi- 
© nable on action. If we had murthered you, 
© how could we have framed any reaſonable con- 
< jeCtures that either the piety of your ſubjects, 
© or the laws of our country, would have in- 
« dulged us to enjoy the kingdom, obtained af- 
© ter ſo diſhonourable a manner, or to have en- 
© tered the ſacred temple which you have re- 
© paired? If we had deſpiſed all cheſs conſider- 
© ations, yet, while Cz/ar is alive, we could 
© not, by no means whatever have eſcaped puniſh- 
© ment. Your children are neither ſo fooliſh or 
© iniquitous, though doomed to a more unfortu- 
© nate ſtate than your condition requires. It you 
© have nothing to lay to our charge, or can prove 
© none of the accuſations brought againit us, 
© how can you ſuppoſe us guilty of the inhuma- 
© nity alledged againſt us? Is our mother's diſ- 
© honourable cataſtrophe a matter of accuſation 
© againſt us? Her fatal death convinces us of 
© more moderation, than precipitateneſs. We 
© have a great many more things to urge in our 
defence, but there is no neceſſity to bring vou- 
chers to things, of which we are not the leaſt 
« guilty? Upon this ground we petition Ce/ar, 


© lord overall, and our judge, only this, that it 


you, my father, can diveſt yourſelf of any future 
* ſuſpicion, to let us, be our condition what it 
will, enjoy our lives; for to be brought into 
judgment without aſſigning ſufficient cauſe for 
it, is a fact both injurious and unfair. How- 
© ever if our lives ſhall only be matter of conti- 
© nued alarms to you, it is much more prefer- 
© able to ſuffer death by our own cenſure ; for 
ve acount our lives only ſo long dear to us, 
as we find them conducive to the repoſe of him 


© who gave them.” 


Ce/ar, who before-hand could hardly give 
credit to the accuſations alledged againſt the 
young princes, was now thoroughly convinced, by 
this ſpeech, ot their innocency, and he was con- 
firmed in this opinion by obſerving Herod”s con- 
cern, and the uneaſineſs which the reſt of the 
audience expreſſed. All preſent very much bla- 
med Herod tor the frivolous pretence on which he 
had accuſed his ſons; their handſome deport- 
ment and genteel behaviour ſo wrought upon all 
the ſpectators, that they ſhewed themſelves rea- 
dy togive them all imaginable aſſiſtance. 

Alexander's contuting his father's allegations, 
and the accuſed, through ſhame and griet, fixing 
their eyes ſtedfaſtly upon the ground, confirmed 
the audience in the favourable opinion they had 
formed to themſelves. In the concluſion, ſome 
dawn of hope appeared, and Herod, for his pre- 
cipitate dealing with his ſons, without any good 
ground of accuſation, ſeemed to want excuſes 
to juſtify himſelf. Cæſar having deliberated a- 


while upon the merits of both parties, pronoun- 
ced that the young men were innocent of the al- 
legations brought againſt them, yet were to 
blame for 
; b 5 F 


giving their father avy ſuſpicions of 
1 their 
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both extreams equally prejudicial to him, he 
took a better courſe, as he thought, and went 
to Rome, where he laid his accuſations againſt 
them, before Ceſar, eſteeming ſuch a proce- 
dure ſafer, than by any action, peremptorily 
committed, bring him into ſuſpicion of barba- 
rity. Upon his arrival at Rome, he went to 
Aquileia to meet Cæſar, and having obtained 
an audience of him, and petitioned him to de- 
termine of one of the worſt difficulties he had 
ever been involved in, to all human appear- 
ance, he brought his ſons before him, and made 
bitter complaints of their rebellious deſigns and 
wicked ſchemes, by repreſenting, © What inve- 
© terate and dangerous enemies they were to 
© him, who took every ſtep to ſhew their mall- 
cious hatred to their father, and carried their 
© anger againft him ſo far, as to endeavour to 
© put him to death, and by the perpetration of 
one of the blackeſt crimes, ſtrive to wreſt the 
kingdom out of his hands, when Cæſar had in- 
« veſted him with a power at his deceaſe, of 
leaving bis kingdom, not by any compullion, 
© but free will, to that ſon of his, who ſhould 
© oive the tulleſt proofs of his obedience to him. 
That the kingdom was but a trifling conſide- 
« ration to them, in reſpect of their lives, if 
© they were deprived of ſucceeding to it, which 
* they would willingly ſacrifice, provided they 
© had the means of putting their father to 
death; ſo deep and inveterate is the hatred 
« that is rooted in their hearts againſt me. And 
this is the calamity 1 have ſo long ſuſtained, 
© and which has obliged me at laſt ro open to 
« Ceſar, and offend his ears with a recital of 
it. But what hardſhip have they ſuſtained at 
* my hands? Or what heavy complaints have 
they to exhibit againſt me? How can they 
< ſuppoſe it a thing juſt and fair, to ſtrive at 
© hindrivg a perſon, who, through a long ſeries 
of time, and the hazard of many dangers, hath 
obtained the government he enjoys, from 
being lord of it, from having the tree poſſeſ- 
« fjon of it, and from giving it to him who beſt 
< deſerves it? For this, among the other re- 
wards of a virtuous behaviour, is propoſed to 
< him who deſigns to copy after him who gocs 
© before, namely, to acquire the like favour. 
Upon which ground it is manifeſt what wicked 
attempt it is to deal thus in ſo nice an affair, 
« for that perſon who perpetually entertains the 
thoughts of obtaining the kingdom in his head, 
© js at the ſame time hatching the deſtruction 
of his father, and the ſucceſſion cannot come 
© to him till after the father's deccaſe. Nor has 
their father hitherto ever withdrawn his hand 
« from aſſifting them with things ſuitable to their 
« dignity and princely birth, neither ornaments, 
© equipage, or other expences, have been want- 
© ing to complete the figure the ſons of a king 
© ought to make ; beſide, they have been allied 
to very honourable marriages, one to the 
* daughter of my ſiſter, and the daughter of king 
« Archelaus given to Alexander the other. But 
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my greateſt kindneſs is, that their fatl 
* ter all their baſe attempts, hath not led af. 
* authority over them, but brought them 0 | 
* Ceſar, the common benefaRor to all, 3 F 
* mitted every thing of his prerogative ade 
© either an incenſed father ine. L. Which 
or a King, conſpir 
* againſt, could juſtly put in execution: Wy ah 
the contrary, he had come along with fer on 
« ſtand to the award which Cæſar ihould hem 1 
to make between them; however, 
a he might not return altogether Unrevenpeg 
nor live the remainder of his days in the wf 
* apprehenſions, ſince (a) his ſons, after Au 
* late villainous attempts, did not deſerve to 
the light of the ſun, or live any longer 8 
* ſhould they now eſcape juſtice, they Ale 
diſputably both abet and commit the aer 
of crimes, as they had but too plain 
Herod, with great emotion, laid theſe accy. 
ſations before Cz/ar. The young princes, dl. 
ring the ſpeech, were drowned in a flood of 
tears, but at the cloſe of ir, ſeemed to be 
quite overwhelmed. They were thorouok! 
convinced in their own conſciences this chars 
of ditaftettion to their father was n 
and ill-grounded, and they perceived the 
difficulty there was to defend themſclves 
againſt the articles laid to their ſide by their 
father. They judged it unbecoming in then 
to ſpeak their minds openly, though in thei 
own juſtification, and ſhew the erroneous 
behaviour of him in his conſtant violent and 
precipitate proceedings. In effect, they knew 
not what ro ſay or do; the tears guſhed trom 
their eyes, not that they were conſcious dt 
any guilt in this caſe, bur their tather's vo- 
lent procedure againſt them was the ſole cauſe 
of their vaſt ſorrow ; in fine, they eſteemed it 
indecent to ofter any thing too treely in their 
juſtitication, and they imagined they were in 
danger, it they did not make ſome attempts to 
vindicate themſelves. This conſideration made 
them for ſome time remain doubttul, which 
occaſioned the audience to break out into tex 
and lamentations. Beſide, the young princes 
apprehended it might be thought they were 
concerned in their guilty conſciences for whit 
they had done, and their ſilence might be 
attributed to ſuch a conjecture: But in elted 
it was owing to their want of experience ad 
their tender years. This was ſoon perceired 
by Cz/ar, and the reſt of the audience, Wi 
were moved to ſo much compaſlion, tht 
Herod, who accuſed them, could not reſital 
himſelf from compaſſionating their fortutes 
The young princes obſerving their fate 
and Cæſar attentive to their caſe, and thi 
the perſons in the audience were foftned vit 
compaſſion to them, as to ſhew their concen 
in tears. Alexander, one of them, and le 
eldeſt, ſtood up, directing his ſpeech de hi 
father, and made his defence in the follow 
words: My father, your method of accu 
* fully declares what ſentiments you enterrall0 


efore 


he petition's 


(a) The remaining Part to the very End of this Speech, is ſuſpected of Corruption, nor can any wy 
Reaſon of Hpithauias interpreting it in the Manner he has done: He ſays, And having diveſted him * 
« all the Power an injured Father, or a King, plotted againſt, could put in Force, he made them fant 
© him in Judgment, and faid, there was nothing to clear his Life from the greateſt Fears, but for either 
one or the other of them to dit.“ x | 
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Book XVI. 
dus; if you had deſigned a more 9 ent 
meat Of us, you would not have pre 9 15 $ 
« hefore him, who is our common kg erver; 
© for by your prerogative as a king, and your 
© authority as a farher, you might have been at 
liberty to have inflicted a puniſhment upon N 
according to your power. But ſince 77 92 
© brought us betore Ceſar, and made 1m the 
« determiner of our alledged crimes, it 15 plain 
« your delign is to fave us, for no man is hurried 
« to the altar, deſtined to be deſtroyed. The 
« apgravarion of our fault is greatly enlarged, and 
« we ſhould never be induced to prolong our 
« lives a moment longer, if we could be brought 
to think ourſelves tranſgreſſors againſt ſo good 
« a father; far better is it to die innocent and 
« free from accuſation, than preſerve a life taint- 
« ed with an ungenerous and ungrateful proce- 
dure againſt you. If your defence is favoured 
« by ſo much ſucceſs as ro convince you of our 
© loyalty and love to you, the danger we ſhall 
« eſcape by it, will not prove of ſo joyful a con- 
« ſequence, as the being cleared of all ſuſpicions 
« by your own judgment; for to continue in A 
« ſuſpicion of diſregard and difloyalty to you, 
makes us wiſh a thouſand times to die, rather 
« than live, Your «ccuſing our youth of raſh at- 
« 12mpts is probable, as having aſpired by indi- 
rect methods to work ourſelves into the admi- 
„ niſtration, and our mother's diſgraceful cata- 
« ſtrophe charges our guilt with more convincing 
proofs; bur-refleft, Sir, every one equally 
« with us lies obnox1ous to the very ſame accu- 
« fations; for any king 1s at liberty, whenever 
he pleaſes, to bring into ſuſpicion the children 
he has had by a deceaſed wife, and charge 
them with contraband practiſes againſt his re- 
poſe; but bare ſuſpicion was never thought 
* evidence ſuſficient to bring a perſon under con- 
© demnation, or make him guilty. Upon this 
ground we beg you to challenge any one, who 
can effectually make cut before any impartial 
judge, our rebellious proceedings, ſo as to 
We © convict us. Can you tax us with preparing 
BS © poiſon for you, entering into any unlawtul ca- 
bal againſt your quiet, corrupting any of your 


any letters, to your prejuaice or diſervice? 
All theſe charges may be brought about by 
© caiumnly on the leaſt pretence. Diſcord in 
che court of a prince is attended with unhappy 
© conſequences ; and dominion, which you lay 
is the reward of a p'ous obedience, is very of- 
ten coveted by men who aim at it, by ver 

indirect method. "Though we are aſſured of 
aur own innocency, and the impoſſibility of 
cConvicting us of any real crime, yet how can 


. woe hope tor any mercy, or to clear ourſelves, 
ben the perſons to whom we offer our com- 
hat plaints, will not deign to hear us. if we have 
i RS utcered any expreſſions, too indecent for this 
en place, yer, my father, they were not levelled 
1 at you, but at thoſe perſons who have tradu- 
1 


ee us; to ſpeak indecently of you, carries an 

rot great impiety in it. Our mother's ig- 
minus death has given us great uneaſinefs 
at we have not mourned her becauſe the is 
ead, but becauſe, after the ſufferings ſhe has 
| WP uitly undergone, ſhe is calumniated and ill 
| = of; fay, in what have we entertained 
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© ambitious thoughts of uſurping our father's 
© kingdom? As We are grac'd already with 
© princely honours, our notions of that ſtamp are 
© fooliſh and vain? Let ir be ſuppoſed we had 
© not been, yet we preſume we might hope for 
them. But, ſay, would your death have been 
a juſt pretence for grounding our expectations 
upon; if ſo, the earth and fea would not have 
ſuffered our preſence upon it, after ſo abom1- 
nable on action. If we had murthered you, 
how could we have framed any reaſonable con- 
jectures that either the piety of your ſubjects, 
or the laws of our country, would have 1n- 
dulged us to enjoy the kingdom, obtained at- 
ter ſo diſhonourable a manner, or to have en- 
rered the ſacred temple which you have re- 
paired? If we had deſpiſed all cheſk conſider- 
ations, yet, while Cæſar is alive, we could 
not, by no means whatever have eſcaped puniſh- 
ment. Your children are neither ſo fooliſh or 
iniquitous, though doomed to a more unfortu- 
nate ſtate than your condition requires. If you 
have nothing to lay to our charge, or can prove 
none of the accuſations brought againſt us, 
how can you ſuppoſe us guilty of the inhuma- 
nity alledged againſt us? Is our mother's diſ- 
honourable cataſtrophe a matter of accuſation 
againſt us? Her fatal death convinces us of 
more moderation, than precipitateneſs. We 
have a great many more things to urge in out 
defence, but there is no neceſſity to bring vou- 
chers to things, of which we are not the leaſt 
guilty? Upon this ground we petition Cz/ar, 
© lord over all, and our judge, only this, that if 
you, my father, can diveſt yourſelf of any future 
* ſuſpicion, to let us, be our condition what it 
will, enjoy our lives; for to be brought into 
judgment without aſſigning ſufficient cauſe for 
it, is a fact both injurious and unfair. How- 
ever if our lives ſhall only be matter of conti- 
nued alarms to you, it is much more prefer- 
able to ſuffer death by our own cenſure; for 
vue acount our lives only ſo long dear to us, 
as we find them conducive to the repoſe of him 
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© who gave them.” 


Ce/ar, who before-hand could hardly give 
credit to the accuſations alledged againſt the 
young princes, was now thoroughly convinced, by 
this ſpecch, of their innocency, and he was con- 
firmed in this opinion by obſerving Herod's con- 
cern, and the uneaſineſs which the reſt of the 
audience expreſſed. All preſent very much bla- 
med Herod tor the frivolous pretence on which he 
had accuſed his ſons; their handſome deport- 
ment and genteel behaviour ſo wrought upon all 
the ſpectators, that they ſhewed themſelves rea- 
dy to give them all imaginable aſſiſtance. 

Alexander's confuting his father's allegations, 
and the accuſed, through ſhame and griet, fixing 
their eyes ſtedfaſtly upon the ground, confirmed 
the audience in the favourable opinion they had 
formed to themſelves. In the concluſion, ſome 
dawn of hope appeared, and Herod, for his pre- 
cipitate dealing with his ſons, without any good 
ground of accuſation, ſeemed to want excuſes 
to juſtify himſelf. Cz/ar having deliberated a- 
while upon the merits of both parties, pronoun- 
ced that the young men were innocent of the al- 
legations brought againſt them, yet were to 
blame for giving their father avy ſuſpicions of 
EL] as 15 their 
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their conduct and behaviour. He requeſted 
Herod to diveſt himſelf to his ſons, tor it was 
unjuſt in him to give way to any reports, mali- 
cioully and indultriouſly ſpread againſt thoſe he 
had begotten; that he was firmly ot opinion his 
ons future conduct would be attended with ſuch 
marks of a dutitul obedience, as to make him 
bury in oblivion the d1:content they had given 
him, and unite his affection to them by a firmet 
and ſtronger rye of love ; and that both parties 
endeavouring to ground their triend{hip, and the 
truſt which ought to ſubliſt ina family, on a ba- 
ſis pertectly cemented together, their concor- 
dance and union would be of longer duration. 
Ce/ar having given this charge to the young men, 
they made ſigns ot begging their tarher's wonted 
favour; but Herod anticipated their deſigns, 
went up to, and embrace them one after an- 
other; at which they burit out into a flood ot 
rears, all the reſt, as well ſervants as others, 
ſymparh'zing with them. 3 
After this, they complimented Cæſar for his 
extraordinary juuice, and then departed to- 
gether, Antipater going along with, and pre- 
tending a ſeeming gl-dneſs tor the reconciliation 
they had made with their father. Some few 
days after Herod made a preſent to Cz/ar of 
thice hundred talents, amongſt the other extra- 
ordinary gifts he beſtowed on the people ot 
Rome, to ſhew his extenſive liberality. Car, 
in return, preſented him with one halt ot the 
profits of the mines of the metal in Gr, 
iving the overſeers ot the works the other halt; 
beſide, he left Herod at liberty to appoint which 
of his ſons to ſucceed him he pleaſed; or, it he 
liked ic better, to divide his kingdom equally 
amongſt them. Herod would have agreed to this 
immediately, but was interrupted by Ce/ar, 
who aid, that as long as he lived, he ſhould 
preſerve it whole and undivided, and that his 
ſons ſhould pay him a juit obedience. 
After this Herod returned into Fudea, where 
the Trachonites, who made no inconſiderable 
part of his kingdom, had made a deſection in 
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his abſence; but b 


the officers he had left tro mana 


ou he 
Alexander, 
having cleared 
gainſt him. In 
o and from each 
ts. From hence 
and went into the 


. el arangue about t 
tranſactions ot his journey, and cnlarged wn 


on the liberality ot Cz ar to him, and his oun 
particular actions, which he ſaid were of 808 
ſequence tor every one's knowing them: J 
in the cloſe of his ſpeech he gave ſome ad 
n tions to his ſons, and requeſted the 
to live in peace and follow concord, declarin 
his tons ſhould reign after him; 7o qi firit 
Antipater,andatier Alexander, and Ariftobulus 
the ſons of Mariamut. He ordered them * 
the time preſent to pay obedience to him, and 


and 
mo- 
people 


receive him tor thei lord and maſter, who had 


no ways been impaired by his old age, which 
on the Contrary, trom the length ot years 
had lived, had made him more fit to fit at the 
helm ot atfairs, and pertorm the adminiſtration 
ot the kingdom; that he ſtood in need of no 
aſſlitance to moderate his people, and dire 
his ſons; and if his officers and other miniftrs 
would turn their eyes ſolely upon him, they 
might expect to ſce peaceful times, and be in- 
ſtruments to promote one another's felicity: 
Having thus ſaid he diſmiſſed the aſſembly. 
His words were approved of by ſeveral, and 
not ſo by others; for from the late contention, 
and the hope he had given his ſons, a great 


many expected with great eagerneſs a revolu- 
tion in the kingdom. | 


CHAP Y., 


How Herod, in honony of Ceſarea being built, celebrates a Quinquennial Show. How be 
builds and adorns ſeveral other places, andthe other magnificent Actions he performs. 


BOUT this time Cæſarea Auguſta, 

which he began to build, was finiſhed 
in ten years time, in the thirty-ſecond year of 
his reign, and in the one hundred and ninety- 
ſecond olympiad. He preſently prepared him- 
felf to dedicate it with vaſt magnificence and 
extraordinary pomp. He inſtituted muſical 
end wreſtling games; beſide a great number of 
gladiators, wild beaſts, and race hotſes, and 
other diverfions practiſed at Rome, or an 
where elſe, where provided by him. This 
grand ſolemnity he dedicated in honour of 
Ceſar, and ordered it to be quinquennial, or 
performed every fifth year. He provided all 
the things, and was at his own expence in the 
management of theſe ſports, to the intent his 
generous temper and extenſixe liberality might 
appear in a fairer point of light. Livia, Cæſar's 


u ite, in order the magnificence of theſe {ports 


might receive a conſiderable addition, ſeit a 
great many of the choiceſt and fineſt curioſities 
that could be found in Italy. The charges ot 
every thing amounted to five hundred talents. 
The vaſt multitude that flocked to the city to 
ſee theſe games, and the ſeveral ambaſſadors {ent 
from different nations, under obligations 10 
Herod, were entertained in houſes and at bat- 
quets prepared for them on purpoſe. All tie 
day they ſat ſpectators of the ſports, and the 
night was crowned with extreme mirth and fe- 
joycings; ſo that Herod's prodigious gener 
procured him an univerſal eſteem: For in #1 
entertainment and public diverſion, which be 
made, he endeavoured till to make the kalt 
more magnificent than the firſt. It is reported 
that Cæſar himſelf, aud Agrippa, were oftel 
heard to ſay, that Herod's kingdom vas £00 


ſmall for a perſon of ſo noble and a 
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ſpirit; and that ſuch a liberal king ought to 
reign over all Hr and 2 Pl. 

After the celebration of theſe 3 
over, and a period was put to the ee rol 
rejoicings, he erected anothercity, wy ic a 
called Capharſaba, chuling a ſpot of groun 
to that end well ſupplied with water, full of 
woods, and ſurrounded with a pleaſant river, 
and a beautiful grove, adorned with a vaſt 
variety of ſtately trees. He called it, alter 
his facher Antipater's name, Autipatris. He 
built another above Jericho, a place as well 
of great defence, as pleaſantneſs to live in: 
this he named after his mother Cyprom. Beſides 
this he erected a beautilul rower that in 
height equalled Pharias, as a monument of 
the fraternal aftection he bore his brother 
Phaſacl; this he called Phaſaela, making it 
ſubſervient to two ends; one for the ſecurity 
of the ciiy in which it was built; and the other 
to perpetuare his brother Phaſ/acl's memory. 
And moreover, he built a city of the ſame 
name in the valley of Jericho towards the 
north. Hence all the land lying near this 
place, which before was waſte and barren, by 
the induftry and care of the inhabitants ſent 
10 dwell here, became very fruitful, this he 
named Phaſaclides. 

But to recount the other liberalities he 
conſerred on ſeveral cities, as well as in Hi 
as in Greece, nay, almoſt in every place where 
he happened to go, would be needleſs and ſu- 
perfluous. 
prodigious ſum ot money in the {ſeveral extra- 
ordinary donations he gave, the public build- 
ings he erected, and the works that were not 
tinithed on account of the money being ſpent 
which had been provided for carrying them 
on. The molt ſumptuous and richeſt of his 
liberalities, was the Phan temple, which 
in favour of the R/cdi/as he built for them 
at his own charge; and the htting out of their 
ſhips, in the expence of which he laid cur 
ſeveral thouſands, He made ſeveral additions 
to the city of the Njcapolitans, 
Actium by Caſar, and contributed very much 
towards the building of ſeveral other places. 
He alſo, in favour of the Aatiochians inhabiting 
the largeſt city in Syria, adorned the ſtreet, 
reaching from ſide to ſide, 
middle, the length of their town, with cloiſ- 
ters on each fide, and pav'd the open ſtreet 
with poliſhed ſtone, which proved of vaſt or- 
nament and uſe to the inhabitants. Beſide, 
he gave a whole year's produce of his reve- 
nues towards reviving the magnificence of 
the Ohhiupic games, very much laid aſide for 
want of money to perform them; ſo that by 
his means a greater number of ſacrifices were 
oftered, and the ſports celebrated with more 
extraordinary magniticence there than before. 
Ihis act of liberality procured him the title 
of perpetual Agonotheta, or maſter of the 
Olympic games. 

Some perſons in this place may perhaps 
wonder at the inconſtancy of Herod” s temper ; 
tor if we look a little into his acts of genero- 
ſity and liberality which he ſnewed, without 
diſtinction, Almoſt to every one, there is no 
man, but will, upon the leaſt reflection, allow 


For he ſeems to have expended a 


founded at 


and cutting in the 
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him to be naturally one of the moſt generous 
princes in the world. Burt if, to ballance this 
qualification, we ſet before our eyes the extra- 
ordinary cruelties and puniſhments which he 
inflicted on his ſubjects, and ſome ot them, 
nearly allied to him, and take upon us to re- 
fle& a little on his barbarity, and inexorable 
temper, we muſt confeſs he was entirely 
ſavage, cruel to the laſt degree, and void of 
all true notions of humanity and civility. 
This different condutt has made a great ma- 
ny imagine his mind was very much unſettled 
and inconſtant. But I am not of their opinion, 
being thoroughly perſuaded that both his gene- 
rous and cruel behaviour were the eftects of 
one and the ſame cauſe. As he was one of the 
moſt ambitious perſons living, and honour his 
only aim, by wholly giving himſelf up to this 
turbulent affection, his deſigns of appearing 
with the greateſt magnificence were puſhed 
on, as he hoped to purchaſe preſent fame by 
it, or leave an immortal name behind him for 
ſuch actions. This was the reaſon of his being 
more profuſe in his expences than his circum- 
ſtances would ſometimes permit, and the cauſe 


that drove him to ſuch rigid and unjuſt me- 


thods with his ſubjects; for his extraordinary 
gifts to ſome, obliged him to extort money, 
tor that end, by ways not the moſt juſtifiable, 
from others; and though he was conſcious to 
himſelf of the hatred he ſhould incur by the 
injuries they ſuffered by him, yer he found it 
no eaſy matter to reſtrain the natural inclina- 
tion of his temper, or to appeaſe the diſſen- 
tions and murmurings he had occaſioned, with- 
out leſſening the number of his taxes. This 
made him endeavour to quell their commo- 


tions by his ſuperior power, which he conſtantly 


turned to his own advantage, and made them 
an handle on every pretence, to extort mo- 
ney from them, and increaſe his own fortune. 
As to his domeſtics, it any among them did 
nor give ſigns of the moſt ſubmiſſive obedience, 
and in his words and actions did not ſhew 
himſelf implicitly ſubje&t to his authority, cr 
it any perſon in his kingdom was but ſuſpec- 
ted of forming any deſign which ſcemed in the 
leaſt to derogate from his power, Hercd would 
certainly, from his unbridled temper and dif- 
poſition, proſecute both his relations and friends 
with an undiſtinguiſhed fury, as if they had 
been his real enemies, and puniſh them in a 
manner that declared he was reſolved to be 
the only perſon who ſhould be obey'd. To 
give any further proofs of his extravagant 
temper, I need only add the honours he ſtrove 
to conter upon Cæſar and Agrippa, and others 
of his friends; the very ſame honours he con- 
ferred upon his ſuperiors, he always expected 
from his inferiors; and what he judged an 
extraordinary act in his own opinion, was 
a plain ſign he deſired others to think fo. 
The nation of the Fews by their laws had 
ſufficient reaſon to abhor all his proceedings, 
having always ſhewn a more tender regard to 
the ſtrict rules of equity and juſtice than to 
glory; and this was the ground of the diſcon- 
tent between him and them; and their beha- 
viour was by ſo much the more diſpleaſing, 
as he could never bring himſelt into a capacity 
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of erecting ſtatues, temples, and ſuch like 
uildings, to ſhew the extent of his ambition; 
and this ſeems to me the beſt reaſon, and 
grounded on the ſureſt foundation, why he 
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| Book XVI. 
uſed his familiars and friends with ſuch tigor 


and cruelty, and beſtowed his favours x 
nefits on ſtrangers and foreigners, 5 and be- 


CHAP. VI. 


Cyrene and Aſia to Cæſar, 20 juſtif thei⸗ 


Accuſations againſt the Greeks. Of the Copies of the Letters Cæſar and Agrippa 


wrote to the Cities in their Behalf. 


N the mean while the Fewos of Lybia, Cyrene, 
and Aha, received great diſturbance from 


thoſe cities, which, under their proceeding 
kings, had enjoyed the fame priviledges with 


them, and were now 1njuriouſly treated by 
the Greeks; fo that they were not only rob- 
bed of the money they had laid up for holy 
purpoſes, but were pillaged in their private 
effects. In proceſs ot time their calamities 


rew to ſo great an height, that finding the 


Greeks ſtill perſiſting in their barbarities, and 
that no end was likely to be put to them, 
they ſent ambaſſadors to Ce/ar, to make their 


complaints of the injuries they had ſuſtained, 


and yet continued to ſuffer. Cz/ar heard and 
granted them their petition, and wrote about 
it to his provincials. We have here inſerted 
a copy of his decree, to remain a proof of 
the triendly alliance between the preceeding 
emperors and us, and the good- will they thew'd 


Us. 


The Decree of CESAR AUGUSTUS, 
High-Prieft, and a Tribune of Power, 


«© Whereas the nation of the Jews hath not 
© only at this time been found faithful and 
ce acceptable to the people of Rome, but ſeve- 
cc ral years before, and eſpecially under my 
cc uncle Cz/ar the emperor, and in the time 
C of Hyrcanus, their high- prieſt; I have been 
ce pleaſed, with the advice and concurrence of 
© my councellors, and the people of Rome, 
« to give permiſſion to the . to have the 


ec {ame uſe and exerciſe of the laws and cuſtoms 


c of their country, as they enjoyed under Hy- 
« (anus their high- prieſt; that their benefactions 
« remain untouched, and be tranſmitted to 
« Hieroſolyma without any hindrance or injury, 
e and given only to thoſe perſons ſubſtituted 
eto receive them; that they be not compelled 
te to appear before any judge on their ſabbaths, 
« or on the days before their ſabbaths, from 
«« the ninth hour, upon the preparation day. 
„ And if any perſon ſhall be found guilty of 
« ſtealing any of their books or ſacred money 
ce out of the ſabbatary cell, or any other cell 
{© appointed to keep them in, ſhall be deem- 
** ed guilty of ſacriledge, and his effects con- 
* fiſcated to the uſe of the Roman people. 
«© I command the decree they made in honour 
*© of me, for the affection I bear all mankind, 
«© and for the obligations they owe to Cains 
« Marcus Cenſorinus, be repoſited in that fa- 
*© mous place of Aja, dedicated to me called 
«© Ancyra, But if any one ſhall preſume to 


c 


diſobey the ediEt we have here made, he 
ſhall be exemplarily puniſhed. The inſcrip. 


«© tion is upon a column in the temple of 
c Car. | 


cc 


Je the 
% who,. from an antient inſtitution of theirs. 
<< have been accuſtomed to ſend their ſacred 
% money to Hieroſolyia, be it lawful to con. 
e tinue the ſame without any let or impedi- 


* ment to be done by any one.” Thus much 
Ceſar. | | 


CSA to NoRBANUS FLAccus, ſends Creeting 
Jews living over all the wor!g 
5 


Agrippa, beſides, wrote in behalf of the 
Jeus, to this effect: | 


ART PA fo the Magiſtrates, Senate, and Pecpl; 
of the Epheſians. 


ce J will, that the cuſtody and care of the 
ce facred money, uſual ſent to Hieroſolyns, 
ce be in the ſole power and management of 
ce the Fews in A/a; and if any perſon ſhall be 
5e found guilty of ſtealing the ſacred money 
of the eus, and ſhall fly for refuge into ar 
ſanctuary, I will, that ſuch perſon be drayn 
** from thence, and ſurrender'd up to the Jews, 
ce to be puniſhed in the ſame manner as men 
6 convicted of ſacriledge are wont. Moreover, 
<c have wrote to Hanus the prætor, to pro- 
6e hibit the Jews from defending any cauſe on 

their ſabbaths.”” 


— 
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M. ACI PPA to the Magiſtrates, Senate, and 
Pecple of the Cyrenians. 


ec The Fews of Cyrene, in the behalf of 
« whom Auguſtus hath already wrote t0 
ce Flavius the prætor of Lybia, and the other 
ce procurators of that province, not to git 
them any moleſtation in ſending their movey 
ce to Hieroſolyma, have now remonſtrated t0 
« me, and repreſented, that they meet vi 
cc great diſturbance from certain baſe-minde 
ce perſons, and are prohibited, under colout 
ce of non-payment of tribute, which was fe, 
« ver due from carrying ſuch their ſacre 
ce money. Wherefore, to remedy this complaint, 
« I command that the Fews be reſtored to 
« their antient right; and if any ſacred none 
ce theirs, in any of your cities, happen. 
5 taken from the perſons appointed ti = 
« jt, that you ſee it returned, and auf 


cc 1 d 25 
«« reparation made them. Cars 


Carus Nozyanus FLAccus, Proconſul, fo the 
Magiſtrates of the Sardians; Greeting. 


© Ceſar hath wrote, commanding me, that 
© the Fews, who, in obedience to the cuſtom 
© of their country, have uſed to collect money 
for ſacred purpoſes, be in no wiſe hindered 
© from ſending it to Hieroſolyma. Wheretore 
I have written to you, that Cz/ar's and my 
© will may be made known to you, and ob- 
© ſerved.” 


And in the ſame manner did Julius Antonius, 
the proconſul, write. 


To the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People of the. 
Epheſians ; Greeting. 


© The Fews, living in Ala on the Ides of 
« February, appeared before me at Fpheſas, 
and repreſented that Cæſar Auguſtus and 
< Aprippa had granted them liberty to live 
according to their own laws, and carry to 
© Hierofolyma the firſt-fruits, which every one 
of them, of his own accord, pays to the ho- 


© nour of God, and have importuned me to 


make a decree in favour of them, agreeable 
© to what Cæſar and Agrippa have already 


granted them. I have therefore now wrote 


< to acquaint you, that Cz/ar's and Agi ippa's 
© pleature is, that the Fews be permitted to 
« hve after their own cuſtoms, and according 
© to the laws of their country. 


Thus much I thought neceſſary to inſert, to 


| ſhew the Greeks, into whoſe hands the account 


of the actions of our nation will principally 
fall, that the Fews always formerly were ho- 
noured, and never, by the commands of any 
magiſtrates, forbid to. live conformably to their 
own way, and the laws of their country ; bur. 


that depending on their authority, and guarded 


by their power, our nation hath preſerved their 
religion and the worſhip of God entire. I 
have taken the freedom to mention theſe par- 
ticulars the oftner, ro the intent I may banith 
out of the breaſts of thoſe, all hatred and ſeeds 
of diſconten. againſt us, and reconcile them 
ro us. There is no nation, that I know of, 
entirely conformable, throughout the whole 
body of it, to the ſame model of government, 
but a viſible ditterence may be traced almoſt in 
every town. Equity and juſtice, however, 1s 
accommodated equally to rhe benefit of all, 
as well Barbarians as Greeks, and our ſyſtem 
of laws, which pays the ſtricteſt regard to it, 


makes us, provided we give a juſt obſervance. 


to it, to be friends to all mankind. Upon this 
ground we expect the ſame from them, neither 
oughr other people to think we differ from 
them, becauſe our inſtitutions vary from theirs; 
but the moſt equitable way would be to ſee 
whether or no they are founded on virtuous 
and honeit principles. This is a circumſtance 
equally applicable to all, and of itſelt ſuffici- 
ent to preſerve the lives of men. Bur I return 
now to reſume the thread of my hiſtory. 


CHAP. vn. 


How, after Herod's going down into the Sepulchre of David, a terrible Diſcord aroſe 


in bis Family. 


EROD, who as well before he was made 
king as afterwards, had made prodigious 

and vaſt entertainments, having been informed 
that Hyrcanus, his predeceſſor in his king- 
dom, had opened the ſepulchre of David, and 
taken from thence three thouſand talents of 
ſilver, and that a great deal more remained, 
ſufficient to maintain his wonted profuſion, had 
had of a long time thoughts of doing the ſame. 
With this view having one night opened the 
ſepulchre, he went in, attended only by ſome 
of his moſt truſty friends, taking great caution 
that the people in the city might hear nothing 
of his deſign. But as Hyrcanus had entered 
the ſepulchre before him, he could find no 
money, but a prodigious ſtore of golden orna- 
ments, and valuable farniture ; all which he 
took away. While he was buſied in narrow- 
ly ſearching the place, he had a mind to go 
farther in, even to the conditory, wherein the 
bodies of David and Solomon were laid. This 
piece of preſumption was puniſhed with the 
loſs of two of his attendants ; for a flame of 
fire, as is ſaid, darting out of the ſacred repo- 
litory, conſumed the perſons who firſt entered. 
erod in a great fright went out, and in order 
to appeale the wrath of the Deity, erected at 


dhe very mouth of the ſepulchre, a magnifi= 


bent AT Hay of white marble, at a great 
36, 


expence. Nicholaus, the hiſtorian, who flou- 
rithed at this time, takes notice of this tranſ- 
action, but ſays not a word of the king's go- 
ing down into the repoſitory of the dead bo- 
dies 1n the ſepulchre, as he knew the indecency 
of ſuch an action. In the other paſſages of 
his book he writes thus. For as he lived in his 
kingdom, and with him, he only committed to 
writing thoſe occurrences he judged would be 
well received and liked, touching ſolely upon 
thoſe tranſactions which redounded to his fame 
and glory: But for thoſe actions of his life, 
which were manifeſtly wicked and injurious, 
he gloſſed over with falſe colours, and endea- 
voured all he could to conceal ſuch ungrateful 
truths. Beſides, he covers over the murther 
of Mariamne and her children, which was 
cruelly perpetrated by the king, with a ſpeci- 
ous pretence, and charges her with unchaſtity 
and immodeſt behaviour, and the ſons with re- 
bellion and ſecret deſigus of conſpiring againſt 
the king. And ſo much of the whole body of 
his hiſtory, as relates to Heroa, is remarkable, 
either for extolling his good actions too much, 
or a too ſervile endeayour to leſſen or conceal 
his wicked actions. But, as I have ſaid, he 
may eaſily ſtand excuſed with any one ; for his 
main endeavour was, not to gratily others 
with 2 truth in the relation of his facts, but 
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to ſooth and humour the king. We, on the 

contrary, who boaſt of being nearly related to 

the Aſſamonean line, and for that reaſon allied 
to the prieſthood, eſteem it altogether unbe- 
coming us to inſert in our works that cannot 

be depended upon, only to obtain the good 
opinion of a few. Upon this ground we have 

added. or ſpoke nothing, that was tranſacted 

in times paſt, but what is indiſputably true, 

and free from the leaſt tincture of fable, Be- 

ſides, we have ſer before us a regard to the 

kings, who have ſucceeded to Herod, preſerv- 

ing equally for truth, as them, a moſt folemn 
reſpect, tho' in this it may happen, that our 

honeſt and diſintereſted endeavours may be re- 

warded with hatred and 1lI-nature. 

In the mean while Herod's domeſtick affairs, 
alter he had made his attempt upon the ſepul- 
chre, grew every day worſe and worte, either 
from the wrath of heaven falling upon that 
quarter where his greateſt misfortune was, 
which made the calamity ſeem irreparable, or 
from fortune's ſtriking a counter blow, at the 
very time his proſperity rolled 1a a flood upon 
him; ſo that it ſcemed as if the calamities he 
endured had fallen upon him for his impiety. 
In ſhort, a diſcord in his family aroſe, which 
very much reſembled a civil war. Mutual ca- 


lumnies were handed about, and malicious il! 


language was daily thrown at one another. An- 


tipater was perpetually ftriving to invent ſome- 


thing ⸗gainſt his brothers, and his malicious 
artifice and cunning was fo ſecretly managed, 
that he took care others ſhould bear the bur- 
then of acculing them, and himſelf ſeem ex- 
cuſed from it; by which ſtratagem he diſco- 
vered a ſeeming kindneſs to them, the better 
to promote his own ſchemes. By this method 
he wrought ſo eftectually upon his father, that 
Antipater was eſteemed the only perſon capable 
of being of any ſervice to him in his unlucky 
ſituation. Beſides, Herod recommended Pto- 
{omy, the chancellor of his kingdom, to An- 
tipater, and took the advice of his mother in 
all his important affairs. Every thing was tran- 
ſacted by theſe three, who were left at liberty 
to do juſt as they pleaſed, and puſh on the 
hatred of the king to what lengths they thought 
fit. This procedure gave Mariamne's ſons 
daily more diſturbance than ever, and the re- 
flection of their high birth extremely mortified 
them, neither could they ſuffer the leaſt part 
of their dignity and grandeur to be taken from 
them. As to the women, Glaphyra, daughter 
of Archelaus, and wite to Alexander, carried 
on a deluſive correſpondence with Salome, part- 
ly for the love ſhe bore her husband, and part- 
ly for the hatred ſhe had to her daughter, for 
{he was married to Ariſtobulus, and Glaphyra 
could not endure ſhe ſhould be put upon a level 
with her. _ 

Nor was this contention the only one. Phe- 
0745, the King's brother, raiſed a great com- 
morion ; having ſuſpicions and cauſes of hatred 
againſt him in his boſom. He happened to 
{all in love with a woman flave in his family, 
and his paſſion, by degrees, grew to fo vio- 
lent an height, that abandoning himſelf over 
to the affection he bore the ſlave, he frankly 
rejected Herod's daughter, who had been be- 


trothed to him; this put Herod into a oreat 
uncaſineſs, who thought his ' honour {truck 
when- he found his brother, whom he has 
loaded with his favours, and inveſted with f. 
much power, as made him ſeem the partner 
with him of his kingdom, did not give him 
the proofs he wanted of his affection. In fine 
ae concluded himſelf very unhappy, and gave 
the young woman to Phaſae!'s ſon, after he 
perceived the wavering temper of Pherorgs. 
Shortly after this, ſuppoſing his brother's lore MW 
was cooled, he expoſtulated with him about | 
his firſt daughter, and required him to marr S 1] 
the ſecond, named Cypros. Upon this Pre 1 
tomy adviſed Pheroras to lay aſide his loye HB 
thoughts, and ceaſe to diſhonour his brother: 
for he told him it was a ſcandal, by aban- 
doning himſelf to a fooliſh and deſperate paſ- 
ſion, to loſe his brother's friendſhip, give him 
cauſe of trouble, and raiſe his hatred againſt 
him. 'I his repreſentation had the deſired 
cftect upon Pheroras, who imagining his in- 
tereſt was concerned, and though he had 
been accuſed, as he had yet liberty left him 
ro extricare himſelf, he turned off the ſlave, 
by whom he had had already a fon, and gare 
the king his promiſe to marry his ſecond daugh- 
ter within thirty days, and ſwore never more 
to have any communication with the wo- 
man after he had put her away from him, 
Notwithſtanding, the thirty days elapſed, 
and nothing was pertormed according to his 
agreement, his love for the ſlave quite win- 
ning him over to her, ſo that he could not 1 
part with her. It was plain enough now ow ME 
obſerve in what ſituation of temper Herod was, 5 
the words he conſtantly let drop about the 
perfidy of his brother, manifeſtly declared his 
anger and vexation; this gave ſeveral an op- 
portunity to make a breach between Pheroras 
and the king. And in effect, the diſſention 
in Hercd's family was arriv'd to ſuch an height 
that not a day, nay, not an hour, paſt in quiet, 
but ſome new and freſh ſlanders were broached 
by his relations and chief friends againſt each 
other; for Salome, who had always thewi her- 
ſelf a profeſt enemy to Mariamne's ſons, ta- 
king advantage from thefe troubles, would 
not ſuffer her daughter, who was the wie cf 
Ariſtobulus, one of them, to behave towards 
her husband, as decency and her marruge 
required; perſuading her to acquaint her wii 
the intimate and ſecret conferences that paſſed 
between them, and when ſhe found any tug 
(as was very likely) that gave her any ulet- 
fineſs ſhe conſtantly alarmed her with tis 
ſuſpicion the ought to entertain. By this pio- 
ceeding, ſhe came to know all their ſectets 
and by degrees quite alienated her daugnters 
affections from her husband. And to humar 
her mother, ſhe told her, that ſeveral times 
when they were by themſelves, they mention” 
ed Mariaiune, with deteſtation of their father 
crime, and vowed, if ever they came to e 
the ſupreme authority, to make the 005 
which he had by his other wives, town hoon 
(a bulineſs very ſuitable for them as they io 
bent upon learning) bur threaten'd the ay 
ters, it they ever ſaw them apparrelled in a0} 


- ” 0 a 
of their mother's things, to make them, ine 
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of their fine dreſs and ornaments, wear ſack- 
cloth, and ſhut them up where they ſhould _ 
even fee the light, Salome immediately Carrie 
theſe ridings to Herod, who, with great emo- 
tions of concern, heard them; however, he en- 
Jeavoured to compoſe matters as well as he 
could, notwithſtanding he was ſo violently agl- 
tated by his ſuſpicions, that he grew every day 
more jealous, and believed every body, againſt 
every body. And though he reprimanded his 
tons, and by the innocency they proved of 
themſelves, he ſeemed ro be fomewhat ap- 
peaſcd, and made eaſy ; yet it was not long 
afterwards before he was ten times worſe than 
ever. 

For Pheroras coming to Alexander, who, 
as we have obſerved above, had married 
Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, told 
him, done had acquainted him, that Herod 
was deſperately in love with G/aphyra, and 
his paſſion was fo violent, as not eaſily to be 
{fatistied. Alexander having heard this news, 
was puſhed on by the ardour of his youth, 
and burned with jealouſy ; the kindneſs Herod 
thewed the young lady, with no other deſign 
than to honour her, he put a wrong con- 
ſtruckion on, and always made the ſtory he 
had heard of, a ground of greater ſuſpicion. 
At length, made impatient by the griet he con- 
ceived at the relation, he went to his father, 
and unable to itifle his tears, he told him the 
ſubſtance of Pheroras's words. Herod was now 
actuated with greater rage, and unable to bear 
the ſcandal of ſo falſe an accuſation, ſeemed 
extremely Concerned, and often lamented the 
malice of his family, upbraiding them with 
the extraordinary favours he had conferred 
upon them, and the ungrateful return they 
made him; and ſhortly after he called to him 
Pheroras, and tasking him with his dithonour- 
able treatment. O, moſt ungrateiul man, 
* faid he, can you thus baſely and villainouſly 


c 


and ſpoken tuch ung-nerous ſentiments of 
me? Do you ſuppoſe me ignorant of your 
intentions, and the conferences and endea— 
vours you make to influence my ſon to my 
ruin, or to poiſon me? Who would nor, 
but he who has the fear of God before his 
eyes, revenge himſelt upon his father for 
my late ſuſpicions? Which of the two, 
your calumny, or your ſword, did you in- 
tend ſhould put an end to me? Say, what 
would you deſire more, than the hatred 
you have expreſſed to him and his brother, 
through a falſe prerence of friendſhip, only 


nave done more openly againſt me, than the 
liberty you have given your reproachful and 
ſcandalous tongue? Begone, ungrateful man, 
to your benefactor and brother, and may the 
remainder of your days be a continued ſcene 
ot conſcientious remorſe for your paſt crimes ; 
tor | am reſolved never to delift till my kind- 
neſs and love hath made amends to my ſons, 
on whom I will refrain the unjuſt method 
of a rigorous puniſhment, and endeavour 


to win chem over by favours the d 
| O not 
dclerve,”? | f | d 
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think to eſcape, when you have entertained. 


to abuſe and traduce me, or what could you 
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Thus much the king: Pheroras finding he 
was taken in his own toils, ſaid it was an in- 
vention ot Salome, and from her he had receiv- 
ed intelligence of it. When Salome appeared 
and heard the charge againſt her, ſhe inſiſted, 


by bringing in a great many plauſible argu- 


ments to juſtify her conduct, that ſhe was 
innocent in the affair, and every one, ſhe ſaid, 
were ready on all opportunities and occaſions 
to make her appear odious ro the king, and 


ſcek her death; and that the only reaſon for 


ſuch ungenerous uſage was the extreme love 
ſhe bore him, and the continual care ſhe ex- 
preſſed for his ſatety; that her enemies were 
now more incenſed than ever againſt her, and 
the only thing ſhe had adviſed her brother, 
was to put away his wife and marry the king's 
daughter, and therefore it was no wonder, 
he was fo cnraged at her. Her arguing thus, 
and at every pauſe ſhe made, tearing her hair, 
and beating her boſom, put her words, in a 
manner, oat of all doubt; but the biaſs of her 
temper proved ſhe had made uſe of a refined 
piece of flattery to defend and clear herſelf. 
Pheroras, all the time, was in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, having nothing 1n the world to add in 
his juſtification, as he had made Salome the 
author of his tale, and there was no hope of 
his being believed, thould he throw the accu- 
ſation upon any body elſe; this conſideration, 
and the difference in their remonſtrances, was 
a moiſt ſenſible affliction to him. In fine, the 
king, with a breaſt full of hatred to his bro- 
ther and ſiſter's procedure, diſmiſſed them; 
after which he commended his ſon who had 
ſhewn ſo much moderation, and acquainted him 
with their management, and ordered him, tho? 
late, to attend the recovery of his body. 
his difference being determined, Salome 
had the cruel mortificat ion to find herſelf re- 
ported the original author of broaching the 
late calumny; all the king's wives could 
not endure her, as they knew too well the 
unaccountable temper the was of, always va=- 
riable, ſometimes a friend, and at other times 
a foe, according as opportunity and intereſt 
biafled her; upon this ground ſomething or 
other was perpetually told Herod of her, and 
an accident happened which favoured her 
enemies with greater preſumption to ſeek 
her ruin. | | 1 
Ac this time the king of Hrabia's name 
was Ovadas, a prince of great indolence and 
inaction; and the perſon who had the chief 
adminiſtration under him, was called vyy//.eus, 
a man bur in his middle age, exceeding hand- 
ſome, and of great penetration. HL on 
a time, happening to have ſome buſineſs with 
Herod, came to negotiate it with him, and 
during ſupper caſting his eyes upon me, 
he could not help gazing upon her with ſome 
emotion; and finding the was a widow, reſolved 
to have ſome diſcourſe with her. Halme, 
who was not upon the uſual good terms with 
her brother, liking very well of Sjlleus, 
agreed to marry him, and a tew days after, 
coming to ſup together again, they diſcover- 
ed great proots of ſome agreement; Herod's 
wives preſently alarmed his ears with the 


news. 
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news of it, and ſpared not to ſhew the great 
diſhonour he ſuffered by it. Herod upon this 
made enquiry into the matter, and bid his 
brother Pheroras make obſervation during 
ſupper time, how they behaved to each orher ; 
Pheroras ſaid, that it was plain by their 
looks and geſtures, they were both agreeing 
to it. Some time after, the ſuſpected Arabian 
returned, and two or. three months after, 
came back to Herod, to negotiate his mar- 
riage with him, and make an open de- 
mand of Salome, his nuptials with whom, he 
knew, would be of vait advantage to him, 
as he would obtain by it a greater autho- 
rity over the Arabian kingdom, which con- 
ſidering his preſent extenſive power, was 
then his own, but this intermarriage would 
effectually ſecure it to him. Herod, having 
been asked the queſtion, acquainted his 
ſiſter with it, and asked her if ſhe was con- 
ſenting to the match; to which ſhe made a 
ready anſwer, and faid, ſhe was. Hlæus, 
upon this, being demanded to conform to the 

ewiſh cuſtoms, which would take away all 


obſtacles to his nuptials, otherwiſe he could 


entertain no hopes of ſucceeding, anſwer d, he 
could not admit of ſuch a thing, which if he 


did, the Arabians would ftone him to death. 
and ſo departed. Pheroras from hence toc} 
occaſion to accuſe Salome of immodeſt by 
the women were far more incenſed againſt "Ip 
objecting ſhe had had too cloſe a familiar; 


with the Arabian. Salome, enraged at the * 
proceedings, demanding back her daughter ſhe 


had by Coffobarus, and whom the king had 
betrothed to his brother Pheroras, who had 
not yet married her, being, as I have obſery- q 
above, entirely captivated with the love of 
another woman, was repulſed from her aim, 


| Herod telling her, Pheroras ſhould have her 


However, Pheroras ſoon brought him to Alter 


his opinion, by telling him, how unlikely it 


was he ſhould love one, whoſe father had been 


killed; and the prudent part he would act jn 


chuſing for his nephew, the ſon of him, who 
was to ſucceed to the Tretrare hate of his king. 
dom. Herod, by this artifice, was gain'd oyer 
to his opinion, and frankly forgave him what 
he had ated againſt him, ſometime before. 
In fine, the nuptial contract was changed, and 
the young lady married to the ſon of Pheroras, 
who received from the king with her a por. 
tion of an hundred talents. ; 


H A b. VIII. 


Herod throws Alexander into Priſon, who is ſhortly after, by the Mediation of Arche. 
laus, King of Cappadocia, reconciled to his Father, | 


T Otwithftanding theſe ſeeming refreſh- 
ments, Heroa's domeſtic troubles were 

ſo far from enjoying a ſtate of tranquility, 
that they every day grew worſe and worſe ; 
tor there fell out an accident, occaſioned by 


no good beginning, which was attended with 


very unhappy conſequences. The king had 
certain eunuchs about him, men who, for their 


exceeding handſomeneſs, were in great intereſt 


with him; one was his cup-bearer ; another 
his butler; and the third, groom of his bed- 
chamber, who, beſide this employment, had 
the chiet adminiſtration of the kingdom in 
his hands. Certain perſons accuſed Alexander 


to his father of corrupting with money theſe 


three eunuchs. Upon asking them, if they 
had any communication or familiarity with 
Alexander, they made an ingenuous confeſſion 
they had, but were utter ſtrangers to any other 
indirect practice againſt the king; but being 
put to the rack, and cruelly uſed by ſome 
officers, who had no other deſign than to curry 
Antipater's favour, they were forced, through 
the daily torments to which they were expo- 
ſed, to confeſs, that Alexander was incenſed 
againſt his father, and harboured within his 
breaſt a rooted hatred to his proceedings ; that 
he adviſed them to abdicate Herod, as being 
unfit to govern, and who had endeavoured to 
hide the real marks of his old age, by blacken- 
ing his hair, and uſing every other method to 
conceal his defects; that if they would eſpouſe 
his intereſts, he would, as ſoon as he came 
into poſſeſſion of the kingdom, which could 
devolve on no perſon elſe, provided even his 
father was againſt his pretenſions, make them 


ſenſible of hir favour, and give them ſome of 
the firſt poſts in the government ; that he was 
in a fair way of obtaining the kingdom, both 
on account of his deſcent, and the conſiderable 
acquiſitions and number of friends he had, 
having a great number of officers, and other 
friends, men of no ſmall conſequence, to eſ- 
pouſe his pretenſions, and ready with their 
arms and money to ftand by him, 

Herod hearing this, boiled with choler and 
indignation; he was not able to bear the at- 
front couched in theſe words, and all his ſuſ- 
picions 3 ſome dangerous thing to his 
eyes. He was by ſo much the more inflamed, 
as he apprehended the burſting out of ſome 
rebellion, which he was not in a condition 2 
that conjunEture to ward againſt ; this made 
him give evident figns of the precaution be 
deſigned to uſe ; and to that end, ſent perſons 
up and down to watch the proceedings of hole 
he had any ſuſpicions of, nay, his jealouſy be- 
pan to arrive to that height, as to fear ehe- 

ody he converſed with, and even innocent 
perſons were equally involved in the fame 
miſerable. ſituation as thoſe who were guilt) 
In fine, there was no meaſure of his ſuſpiclos 
temper ; for the oftner any perſon appear 
before him, the greater were his apprehenſion 
of him, as if they carried his certain deſirvc- 
tion about them: On the other hand, it u 
ſufficient only to name the perſon who WI 
drew from him, or came not into his preſence; 
for at ſuch times he was induced, throug! * 
view to his own ſecurity, conſtantly to 70 
them to death. His domeſtics, deſpail's 


. * 
their own ſafety, were reduced to the © 
tremirſ 
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tremity of inveighing one againſt —_— "_ 
cluding his own preſervation depen 
on. fawnfal of his rival; beſide 
ded upon the dawntal o ; , 
; ave any ſigns of real oppreſſion, 
if any one g any <4 oe oi veſt 
he was ſure to incur the hatred of the 1 , 
and deemed worthy of puniſhment for W x" 
he had done, and this only, becauſe he ha 
ſoreſtalled them. By this method of violent 
proceedure, they often brought petty * 
rences into queſtion, and punithed one another 
for them by turns, laying perpetual ſnares and 
toils for one another, into which, 1t was often 
found, that the perſons who ſpread them, were 
the firſt apprehended in them. The king, in 
time, had a ſtrong remorſe upon him, for put- 
ting to death ſo many perſons without due 
conviction, but the greateſt of all his failings 
was, the little concern he ſhewed in bewaring 
from ſuch miſtakes for the future, and the ri- 
gour he expreſſed in puniſhing the very accu- 
{ers themſelves. 

"Theſe were the diſtractions in Herog's court. 
| He alſo forbad ſeveral of his friends, under no 
precence whatever of their employments or 

duty, tom entering his palace; this edict was 
occaſioned by the awe he had of their autho- 
rity, which put a check upon his crimes. A- 
moug the number he bamſhed his court were, 
Andromachus and Gemeilins, friends of his of 
a long ſtanding, and to whoſe good govern- 
ment of his affairs, legations, and advice, he 
was conſiderably indebted ; beſide, theſe per- 
ſons had been preceptors to his ſons, and had, 
without diſpute, managed the principal places 
ot authority in his kingdom; the only reaſon of 
their expulſion being for the former's ſons 
communication with Alexander, and the latter's 
innocent friendſhip for him, having been pre- 
- ſent with him during the proſecution of his 
ſtudies at Rowe. Herod would have willingly 
7 inflicted a heavier puniſhment upon them 
Af than their baniſhment; but not to ſeem too 
BE rigorous to men of ſuch diſtin&ion, he ſatisfied 
| himſelf with depriving them of their honours, 
and the power ot being any obſtacle to his own 
wicked meaſures. 
Antipater was the ſole author of all theſe 
proceedings, who, perceiving to what lengths 
his father's frantic behaviour had puſhed him, 
and having himſelf been a long time the hinge 
of Herod's advice, excited him to what he 
did very ftrenuoully, imagining he ſhould be 
in a better capacity to accompliſh his deſigns, 
after he had taken out of the way thoſe per- 
ſons who obſtructed his aims. After the bariſh- 
ment of Andromachus and Gemellus, there was 
no poſſibility of getting a word with the king ; 
upon which he apprehended all the partizans 
of Alexander, and cruelly racked them to 
extort ſome confeſſion or other of their at- 
rempts againſt him; if they made no confeſſion, 
they were ſuffer d to die, and the king con- 
ſtantly appeared by ſo much the more exaſpe- 
rated, as he could not obtain any thing from 
them that anſwered to his ſuſpicions. The 
malice of Antipater was catried to ſuch an ex- 
We creme, that thoſe perſons who could actually 
prove themſelves innocent, were, by his furious 
my proceedings, deemed guilty, and abettors and 
3 Ne of Alexander; upon which he inſti- 
3 237: e 
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gated the king to take other meaſures with 
them, ſo as to accuſe them of ſecretly 
conſpiring againſt him; among the num-. 
ber of perſons who ſuffered by theſe vio- 


lent ſteps, there was one, who confeſſed: 


that he knew Alexander was wont to ſay, 


upon being praiſed for his extraordinary tall- 
neſs, great skill in ſhooting, and other ſuch 
qualifications, that thoſe endowments nature 
had beſtowed upon him, were more beau- 
titul than good, becauſe they gave diſcontent 
to his father; and that when he uſually 
walked with him, he was accuſtomed to ſtoop, 
that he might not ſeem taller, and in his 
paſtime of hunting with him, hath induftri- 


ouſly let fly a falſe arrow, as he knew his 


father's ambitious deſire of being reputed 
the better markſman, ſo as not to admit that 
others ſhould commend him. The man bein 

forced to this confeſſion by his torments, and 
asked ſeveral queſtions more, after ſome 
reſpite given his pains, proceeded, and ſaid, 
that Alexander and his brother had entered 
into a deſign of killing him as they hunted 
with him, and afterwards to fly to Rome, and 
their petition for the kingdom ; beſides, theſe 
things which made againſt Alexander, certain 
letters of his to his brother, were found, in 
which he made heavy complaints about the 
injuſtice of Autipater's poſſeſſing part of the 
country, which brought to his own ſhare two 
hundred talents. Jheſe circumſtances convin- 
ced Herod of the certainty of his ſuſpicions 
againſt Alexander ; upon which he order'd him 
to be apprehended and thrown into priſon. 
But it was not long before he began to thew 
himſelt ſomething abated in his temper, part- 
ly for the ſmall belief he gave to what he 
had heard, and partly on a mature conſidera- 
tion; for the little likelihood there was of 
their attempting or conſpiring any thing ſe-- 
cretly againſt his life : On the other hand, he 
could not perceive any thing in his ſon's con- 
duct, but what ought to be attributed to ſal- 
lies and heats of youth; and at laſt concluded 
with himſelf, it was impoſſible to be believed, 
that a ſon ſhould put his father to death, and 
alterwards go openly to Rome + This reflection 
made him deſirous of having ſome further 
proof againſt his ſon's diſaffection, and he was 
uneaſy within himſelf, leaſt he ſhould be taxed 
with too much raſhneſs in impriſoning his ſon. 
With this view he tormented the principal of 


Alexander's adherents with ſuch cruel! tortures, 


that they died underneath their ſufferings, but 
he was not able to extort an g 

them which he expected. While he was 
thus, as it were, wholly taken up with theſe 
barbarous and inhuman ſteps, and his palace 
reigned with the utmoſt terror and contuſion, 
a youth, upon the firſt torment, declared, 
that Alexander had wrote ſeveral letters to 
Rome, to his friends there, deſiring them to 
procure Cæſar's leave for him to come there; 
having a matter of importance to communicate 
to him, which was, that his father had made 
an alliance with Mithridates, king of Part hia, 
in prejudice to the Romans, concluding that 


Alexander had poiſon prepared fot Herod int 
Aſcalon. | 


5 H Herod 
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Herod was induced to believe this confeſſion, | 
and his free aſſent to the things he ſuſpected 
of himſelf, which he always made greater than 
they were, was ſome conſolation to him, un- 
der his apprehenſive ſituation. However there 
was no poiſon to be found,; tho' diligent ſearch 
was made after it, nor did Alexander deny the 
charge of preparing it, purpoſely deſigning 
thereby to augment his father's uncatineſs ; he 
took a more effectual ſtep than ever for this 
purpoſe, by endeavouring to make him ſuſpect 
him of worſe attempts, with a view to let him 
ſee his own weakneſs in giving ſuch room to 
his ſuſpicions. And induſtriouſly laying his 
ſchemes, if he ſhould happen to be ſuſpected, 
ſo artfully deep, that the whole kingdom 
ſhould be made ſenlible of theic effects. He 


ſent his father four letters, in which he told 


him, © He had no occaſion to uſe any tor- 
© ments, or proceed any farther in his reſent- 
ments upon his account, ſince he was gullty 
of conſpiring againſt him, and had engag d 
. Pheroras, and others of his moſt truſty 
friends, to join with him; and that Sa/ome 
had come to him in the night time, and en- 
deavoured forcibly to lay with him; that 
all their joint practices were centred 1n one 
thing, which was to take him out of the 
way, and deliver themſelves from their fears 
© and apprehenſions at once.“ Among the reſt 


«„ W M W Wu 


Prolomy and Sapinins, the king's eſpecial 


friends, were included in the accuſation, But 
why ſhould I dwell any longer? From this 


moment the moſt dreadtul ſcene of fury and 


rage was exhibited; the molt truſty fricnds to 


one another, being now ſet at the greateſt en- 


mity, when all liberty of eicher deſending 
themſelves, or accuſing others, was quite de- 
nied them; bur all, without diſtinction, with- 
out any formal proceſs or conviction, were 
ſentenced to die. Some were clapt in chains, 
others put to death; and greater numbers were 
in daily expectation of ſuttering either the one 
or the other of them; ſo that nothing but a 
vaſt lamentaticn, and concern for the loſs of 
their former felicity, filled Herod's palace. 
Hence procecded all the confuſion which af- 
flicted the lite of F/erod, as he was perpetual- 
ly in an agitated temper, liable continually 
to ſuſpect every body, and tormenting himſelf 


' with ſome imaginary and future calamity. He 


had ſuch fears upon him, that he many times 


ſuggeſted to himſelf, he was beſet by his ſon, 


or law him ſtanding before him with his drawn 
ſword in his hand. IJ his opinion working up- 
on his ſpirits more and more, he ſeemed quite 
frantic and bereaved of his ſenſes, In this ſi- 
tuation was Herc7. 

As ſoon as Arehelaus, king of Cappadocia, 
came to hear of this melancholy condition of 
Herod, he could not help condoling his daugh- 
ter and ſon-1n-law, and the misfortunes of his 
friend, who was miſerably harraſſed with ſo 
perplexing a train of troubles about him; ani- 
mated with compaſſion, he took a journey to 
Hieroſolyma, on purpoſe to ſee it he could me- 
diate a reconcii:ation, and compoſe the diffe- 
rences. But finding, as he had been acquaint- 
ed, the king in his wonted fits, he ſaw he had 


reſolved upon a bad conjunQure, unfit eithe 
to admoniſh, or ſet before him his unaccount. 
able raſhneſs ; he ſuppoſed the mallady of bis 
mind would but vex him the more, and 195 
more pains he took ro convince him of his et- 
rors, the greater his indignation would be 


This conſideration made him reſolve upon 


other meaſures, which he thought more effectu- 
al to bring about the good end he intended: theſe 
were, to reprimand and convince the youn 
prince, his ſon-in-law, that Herod was a man of 
honour, and far from doing a rath thing, con- 
cluding, that he would diſſolve the martia 0 
between his daughter and Alexander, if fb 
preſumed to entertain in her breaſt any thing 
without acquainting Hercd with it. © When 
Herod found that Archelans, whom he imagin- 
ed had ſome ſiniſter deſigns againſt him, was 
in his intereſt, and had expreſſed himſelf 1g 
vigorouſly In his behalf, he began to be ſome. 
what mollified; and, ſuppoſing what he had 
done, was the effect of pure juitice, he they. 
ed himſelf inclined to put on the air of a paci- 
fied father : From this moment began a very 
melancholy ſcene of affliction in him; if any 
one offered to clear Ac x ander of the allegu- 
tions againſt him, there war nothing but ſorrow 
in his face; or if Archelaus made any deſence 
for Heroa, there was alſo nothing but tears 
and lamentations in his aſpect. In fine, he 
was conſummately miterable, till he was by 
compaſſion forced to deſire Archelaus not to 
diſtolve the marriage, or to continue his wrath 
for the miſcarriages of his ſon. Archelaus 
finding Herod, by his proceedings, ſomething 
more temperate, threw all the accuſations thit 
had been forged, upon his frignds, ſaying, they 
had ſeduced Alexander, who was too young, to 
underſtand any ſuch deſigns. And he al 
waſhed off a great deal of the ſuſpicion 
Herod had of-his brother Pheroras. Upon a 
violent animoſity breaking out between them, 
which extreamly nettled the foul of Herd, 
Pheroras had no man of power, whom he 
could make his mediator with the king ; but 
finding Archelaus had very great influence over 
him, he went in a very ſuppliant manner, 
and deſired he would in pity's ſake aſſiſt hm 
in his deſperate condition; Archelaus Wis 
eaſily induced to admit his requeſt, but told 
him the impoſſibility of allaying ſpeedily ths 
king's anger; and that he had better go in pet- 
ſon himſelf, crave his pardon, and own himſet 
the author of all the diſturbance, which would 
be a means of eſtabliſhing himſelf again in his 
friendſhip, and he would not be far off to af 
ſiſt, if need required. This peace became b 
ſo much the more reaſonable, as it entirely 
wrought a reconciliation between them, 445 
ander at the ſame time procuring an oblirion ct 
his crimes, and Pheroras reinſtating himſelt li 15 
former friendſhip. After this, Archelats retiel 
into Cappadocia, from whom Herod, in his thi 
circumſtances, received the molt conſiderable 
advantage; no man was more acceptable than 
Arc helaus, and to teſtify his kind eſteem 's 
him, he loaded him at his departure with (ie 
ral magnificent preſents, and placed him n ly 


number of his beſt friends. It was 1 
agree 
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Book XVI. 
by them to go to Rome, becauſe Herod 
3 to Wer for that very purpoſe, 


4 they travelled together as far as Antioch, 
ue 412 the mediation of Herod, the diſpute 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


between Archelaus and Titus, the preſident of 
Syria, was determined; and after this ke re- 
turned into 7ugea,. 


OVA Þ: . 


Revolt of the Trachonites. How Syllæus accuſes Herod before Cæſar, who 
1 pb H Cefur's Anger againſt him, decreed to ſend Nicholaus t Rome. 


FTER he had taken his journey, 
and returned from thence, a war Was 
begun againſt the Aravrans, on the following 
retence: The inhabitants of Trac hon, by Cæ- 
/ar's raking that part of their country from Ze- 
nod rus, and adding to it Herod's dominions, 
were no longer in any condition to carry on 
their robberies, but were ſorced to till their 
land, and prefe:ve themſelves in a peaceful way 
of life, a practice rhey little admired; beſide, 
the land they had, was fit altogether for 
agricul ute, and Herod, from the beginning ot 
his reign, had pur ſuch a reitraint upon them, 
that che neighbouring people were maintained 
in an uninterrupted calm: This occurrence 
procured Herod a great deal of honour and 
reſpect. Upon his going to Rowe to accuſe his 
ton Alexander beicre Cæſur, and puſh on the 
intereſts of Autipater, theſe Trachonites repor= 
ted that Herod was dead, accordingly revolted 
from their obedience, and began to renew 
their uſual hoſtilities and depredations upon 
the frontiers: Hered's officers, though he was 
abſent, put a ſtop to their inroads. About 
forty chieis were at the head of theſe robbers, 
who, terrified at the uſage of thoſe of their 
body taken priſoners, withdrew out of their 
country, and went into Arabia, where S, 
after his miſcarriage in his ſuit after Salome, 
received, and gave them a fortified place to 
inhabit in; from this 23/272 they began their 
incurſions not only over Fido, but penetrated 
into the bowels of Ca l-, where Hens 
not only received, but afforded them a place of 
retreat and ſafeguard. Hierod, returning from 
Rome, found a great many diſturbances com- 
mitted by them, but was not in a condition 
to get their perſons into his power, as the 
Aravians but too ftrenuouſly protected them; 
this was a cruel mortification to him; upon 
which he went to Trachen, and ſized upon 
their relations; this procedure, which they 
looked upon as a violent affront, made them 
ſo much the more enraged, as they had a pe- 
culiar law among themſelves, which ordered 


an exemplary, nay, any manner of revenge 


upon their murtherers ; ſo that, let the event 
be what it would, they continued their uſual 
depredations, pillaging and robbing every place 
belonging to Herod; who having remonſtrated 
the wrongs ſuſtained to Saturninus and Volum- 
es, two of Cæſar's generals, inſiſted upon 
the robbers being cglled to an account for them. 
This but the Dok confirmed them in theic 
practices, and their numbers encrealing, they 
began to ravage and ſpoil every. thing they 
rh 3 2 waſte all the towus and 
la Her ini f 

death N 0 3 and putting to 

ſelzed upon; fo thay the in- 


curſions they made, ſeemed rather to reſemble 
civil encounters and broils; for their body 
conſiſted now of a thouſand men. Herod's 
vexatien was not a little ar theſe proceedings; 
he demanded the robbers to be given up, and 
the payment of ſixty talents, lent Obadas by 
the hands of Sy/lzus, the day of ſatisſaction 
being now elapſed : Bur Hleus, who had the 
entire atcendant over Obadas, and governed 
every thing in an arbitrary manner, denied 
there were ſuch robbers in Arabia, and deter- 
red paying the money : Upon this ground, 
the affair was carried and debated before Sa- 
turninus and Volummus, who then preſided over 
Syria. Jhe matter was at laſt determined, 
hat the money ſhould be paid in thirty days, 
and a mutual exchauge made of the men then 
priſoners in either kingdom. Upon the con- 
cluſion, it was found Herod had not a ſingle 
Arabian in his dominions, either for any de- 
predations, or any other cauſe whatever ; but 
the Arabians, on the contrary, to protect the 
robbers. 8 

In the mean while, the day for perſormance 
of the award being elapſed, e, before he 
had executed any of the conditions on his 
ſide, went to Rowe. Herod, on the contrary, 
inſiſted upon payment of the money, and the 
giving up of the robbers in the protection of 
the Arabians, Saturninus and Volumnins con— 
ſenting to his taking up arms againſt thoſe 


who reſuſed it. Upon this aflurance, raking 


the army he had in readineſs, he marched into 
Arabia, gaining in three days time as much 
ground as is commonly performed in ſeven ; 
whom coming up to the caſtle, where the 
robbers were ſhut uf, he took every man pri- 
ſoner at the firſt aflault, and the caſtle itſelf 
called Repta, which he levelled with the 
ground, but committed no further hoſtility : 
Sometime after, a party of Aratians, com- 
manded oy Nacebus, coming up to the afſ- 
ſiſtance of the robbers, an encounter began, 
in which very few of Herod's men were loſt, 
but rwenty five Arabians, with Nacebus their 
general, was ſlain upon the ſpot, all the reit 
running away. After Herod had puniſhed 
theſe icw, he led three thouſand Idumwaons 


againſt Trachonitis, and diſpatched circular let- 


ters to all the governors of Phanicia, acquaint- 


ing them, he had acted nothing but what was 


very expedient againſt a band of contumacious 
men; and the governors having made a ſtrict 
enquiry into the contents, found what he had 
wrote to be true. 


The news of theſe proceedings were preſent- 


ly hurried away to Heu at Rowe, by cer- 


tain men, who, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, very 
much exaggerated every article. H¹,j,¶]a- 
ving 
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ving brought abont his ſchemes, ſo as to be 
known to Cæſar, and gang then by chance 
abour the palace, as ſoon as he had heard theſe 
news, put on a black garment, and went to 
tell Cæſar, that Arabia was harraſſed by a 
cruel war, and the whole army of the king 
his maſter, overthrown by Herod, who had ra- 
vaged his dominions ; he concluded with tears 
in his eyes, that twenty five hundred of the 
principal Arabians were ſlain, among whom was 
Nacebus their general, his friend and kinſman; 
and that Herod had taken away all the wealth 
depoſited at Repta, Obadas his maſter having 
been ſer aſide as incapable of undertaking the 
war, becauſe neither he himſelf, nor an army 
compoſed of Arabians, was preſent to defend 
them. Sy/lz15 having ſpoke thus, in order to 
make Cæſar more Herod's enemy, reſumed and 
ſaid, he had not undertaken his journey to 
Rome, if he had not thought Cæſar would 
uſe his endeavours to redreſs all grievances 
and eſtabliſh peace; and if he himſelf had 
been but preſent at home, Herod would not 
have had fo much cauſe to have boaſted his 
ſucceſs ; this remonſtrance nettling Cæſar, he 
asked Herod's and his own friends, who were 
come out of ria, and then preſent, this one 
queſtion, Whether or no Herod had led an army 
imo Arabia ? They were under an inſurmount- 
able circumſtance to conteſs thus much ; upon 
which Cz/ar enraged at the cauſe of Herod's 
diſobedience, wrote to him, the chief point of 
his letter being to this effect: That he had 
ranked him among ſt his friends, but would for 
the future put him among the number of his foes. 
Hlleus was not backward alſo in writing to the 
Arabians, who, elated with his letter, neither 
ſurrender'd up the robbers who had eſcaped, 
nor made any payment of the money ; beſide, 
they uſed, without ſatisfying the purchaſe 
money, the lands they had bought of Herod, 
becauſe the king of the Jets was dejected 
through the anger of Cſar; nor was this all, 
for the inhabitants of Trachonitis, improving 
this opportunity, roſe up againſt the garriſon 
of the Idumeans, and committing their rob- 
beries in company with the Arabians, who had 
ravaged the country of Idumæa, acted very 


furiouſly not only for the ſake of gain, but de- 


fire of revenging themſelves. 
Fierod was obliged to ſuffer all theſe indigni- 


Book XVI. 
ties, having » loſt his former credit with 
which made him more ſubmiſſive than he hag 
erer yet been; for having ſent ambaſſadors t. 
him to plead his defence, he not only reſuſeq 


them an audience, but diſmiſſed them bac 


without having negotiated any thing . 
miſſion. T his 505 a cruel er = 
entirely vanquiſhed all his reſolution ; be 
Hllæus gave him a vaſt uneaſineſs, as he 19 
him believed in every thing he complained + 
and not only ſo, but he reſided at Roms and 
his ambition carried him to higher extremes. 
for Obadas having paid his laſt debt to nature 
and Aneas, otherwiſe named Aretas, poſſsr. 
ſing himſelf of the government, $y//eus uſed 
his endeayours to aſperſe Aretas, and get the 
kingdom in his own hands; to which end 
he made large preſents among the courtierg 
about the palace, and promiſed Cæſar a great 
ſum of money: Ce/ar in effect was angry at 
Aretas, for uſurping the kingdom without ha. 
ving firſt asked his leave. Aretas, in the mean 
time, ſent him a letter, and ſeveral 14. 
luable preſents, but among the reſt, a crown 
of gold weighing ſeveral talents ; in his letter 
he ſuggeſted that Syllæus was a baſe villiin 
who had poiſoned Obadas, and in his life-time 
uſurped the chief adminiſtration of affairs; 
committed his adulteries with the Arabia 
women ; and borrowed money, to procure by 
indirect methods the kingdom to himſelf, Put 
theſe ambaſſadors met with the ſame reception 
from Cæſar, who, without taking one of their 
preſents, diſmiſſed them; in the mean time, 
the affairs of Fudza and Arabia grew every 
day the worſe, and the reaſon becauſe there 
was none found able to apply a remedy to the 
violent factions that tore them to pieces; for 
one of the kings having not firmly eſtabliſhed 
himſelf in his kingdom, was not in a capacity 
to puniſh thoſe who obſtructed his deſigns; 
and Herod, being at difference with Car, was 
obliged to bear all the indignities put upon 
him; but when he found there was no end of 
the troubles into which he ſaw himſelf li- 
volved, he reſolved to take another ſtep, and 
ſend again to Rome, to try, if by the medi- 
tion of his friends, he could not obtain a more 
favourable hearing to his complaints ; and up- 
on the concluſion, Nicolaus, the Damaſcen, 
was ordered upon the embaſly. | 


FFF 


How Eurycles aſper ſes Herod's Sons before him, and how their Father threw them int 
Priſon, and wrote to Cæſar about them; Of Syllzus, who was accuſed by Nicolaus 


E RO D's domeſtic concerns, and his 

ſons growing worſe and worſe, at laſt ter- 
minated in great confuſion. It may be collected 
trom the foregoing, that fortune, the worſt 
and moſt heavy evil threatning mankind, had 
denounced its anger againſt his kingdom, but 
now a fatal cauſe preſented itſelf, that involv'd 
him in a more terrible circumſtance than ever. 
Eurycles, a Lacedemonian, of a tolerable deſ- 
cent, but a cunning and intriguing man, aban- 
loned to his pleaſures and deſires, fo artfully 


and ſecretly wrought his deſigns upon Herti, 
that by the power of the preſents he made, al 
received from him, he got an entire aſcendan! 
over his affection, and won himſelf into all 0 
goog. graces by his infinnation and addres, 

n fine, he had an intimacy in all Aatpi ; 
meaſures, converſed freely with Aenne 
told Arc helaus, the Cappadocian king, lie 


devoted to his intereſts, and pretended au od. 


ward reſpect and kindneſs to G/aphyrs- l 
made it his buſineſs to appear congefcendins 


Cz/, arp. 
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| I bliged him to it, Havercamp. 
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every one, and took _ . 1 
every thing that was either faid or N N 
hint more cloſely his alliances by the : 1 
ſions that were handed about. In a word, 4 
endeavoured, whenever he had a mind to Cul- 
tivate any man's acquaintance, and ſeem . 
friend, to make it appear, that his correſpon . 
ing with another, was done purely and og 
neceſſity for his ſake. By this artifce, he : 
cunningly inſinuated himſelf into the boſom o 
Alexander, who was but young, that he had 
the addreſs to tell him, he might with great 
ſafety entruſt, which he durſt not do to any 
one elſe, all his uneaſinefſs and diſcontented 
thoughts; in ſhort, Alexander made him an 
ample diſcovery of the ſentiments he enter- 
rained with ſigns of extreme ſorrow, acquaint- 
ing him with every thing about his mother, 
and Antipater, who while they were diſcarded 
from all employments and honours, had ſeized 
upon an abſolute power to himſelf; he con- 
cluded with telling him, that it was not 
to be born with, ſince their father had ex- 
refled fo much hatred to them, that he re- 
fuſed either to feaſt or diſcourſe with them. 
Theſe things, as may be, did his grief ſuggeſt 
to him. However, Eurycles went and told 
Antipater every thing he had heard, adding, 
(1) it was not for his ſake he had done fo, 
but the affair being of ſo great importance and 
conſequence he was not able to conceal it, and 
therefore adviſed him to have an eye over the 
actions of Alexander, for that he had diſcover- 
ed great emotions in ſpeaking, and there were 
too plain ſigns of the intention he harboured 


within his breaſt of acting ſomething of bad 


conſequence. Antipater concluding from the 
diſcovery Eurycles had thus made, he was his 
friend, made him an handſome preſent, and in 
the end, adviſed him to acquaint Herod with 
the whole affair. Eurycles, accordingly ac- 
quainted him with what he had heard, and then 


began to infuſe into his ears ſeveral tales of 


Alexander's ſiniſter deſigns, which Herod was 
not difficult to be perſwaded to: On the con- 
trary, he was ſo affected with the ſtory, that 
entirely biaſſed by the artful manner in which 
he delivered himſelf, he fumed, and fretted, 


and conceived an inexorable hatred to his ſon; 


and this temper of his was fully explained 
that very hour, for he preſented Eurpcles with 
a gift of fifty talents; who no ſooner received 
them, but he went to Archelaus king of the 
Cappadocians, and commended Alexander to 
him, ſaying, he had been very ſerviceable in 
endeavouring to bring about a thorough recon- 
ciliation with his father and him. Having alſo 
obrained a preſent of money from him, before 
his malicious deſign was detected, he got off. 
But committing his underhand practices after- 
wards in Lacedemon, he was, for ſeveral offen- 


ces alledged againſt him, thrown into priſon 
by his country. | 


'The king of the 


Jews was not now, as he 
tisfied with hearing the ſe- 
(1) It is not for my own advantage, 


ſenſe of his extraordinary favours to him, 


37 


veral accuſations brought againſt Alexander 
and Ariftobulus; but his heart burned with an 
intolerable hatred to them, which puſhed him 
on to find complaints againſt them himſelf, 
when nobody elſe became their accuſers, by 
looking and prying into every thing, and giv- 
ing every one free liberty to ſpeak their ſen- 
timents, it they had any thing to alledge 
againſt them ; nor was this all, for he procured, 
by his own invention, Evaratus of Cos to 
be accuſed of conſpiring with Alexander, 
which was the only thing in the world Herod 
approved of. 

While freſh accuſations were continually 
venting againſt the young men, and every 
one, as J may ſay, were 1nduſtrioully at work 
to alarm the king's ears with ſome dangerous 
thing or other, the avoidance of which the 
made him think was conducive to his own ſate- 
ty, ſomething of a worſe conſequence than 
cver, happened againſt the two princes, which 
was thus: Herod had two centinels, named 
FJucundus and Tyrannus, who, for their ex- 
ceeding ſtrength of body, and tallneſs, were 
much admired; but the king in a fit of anger 
diſcarding them, they were received by Alex- 
ander, and rode up and down with him; and 
being men well exerciſed, were highly eſteem- 
ed by him, as the gold and other preſerits he 
made them, plainly witnefled. Herod ſeeing 
this ſuſpected them, and called them to give 
an account of their conduct, but they perſiſt- 
ing a long time to anſwer nothing, at laſt faid, 
that Alexander had adviicd them to kill Herod 
as he hunted and chaſed the wild beaits, ad— 
ding, that it might be caſily given out that 
Ilerod had fallen from his horie upon the point 
ot one of his hunting {pears and fo died, for 
the like accident was near happening to him 
once before; beſide, they told him that cer- 
tain gold was hidden 1n his ſtables, and con- 
victed his chief huntſman, that at Alexander's 


command he had given Alexander's ſervants 


the king's hunting ſpears. 


After them the governor of Alexandrium 
was apprehended, and examined upon torments, 
and it was objected to him, he had deſigned 


to have received them into the caſtle, and 


deliver the king's treaſure up to them; bur 
upon his making no manner of confeſſion, his 
own ſon convicted him, and poſitively affirm- 
ed all the allegations againſt him were true; 
accordingly he produced letters to corroborate 
his words, ſeemingly wrote with Alexander's 
hand, and which were to this effect: «e Aſſoon 
*© as we have completed our deſigns, b 
7 God's ſpecial favour, we will immediately 
come unto you; where uſe your utmoſt 
care, that according as you have promiſed 
eus, you admit us into your caſtle.” Herod 
had no ſooner had a view of theſe letters, 
bur all his doubts vaniſhed, and he was firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed in a belief that his fon had con— 
trived ſome underhand plot againſt him. On 
the contrary, Alexander declated his hand 


ze, I tell you theſe things, but won by your generolity 2nd the heinduf— 
Telling him he had not done thus 


purely to oblive bim, but the 


and the heinoutneſs of Alexander's Vrantgreflion, had o. 


1 


ritin 


=; 3 
1 3p 1" $3. 


——— 
* — 0 
wan 


li — —_—_ — 
a PI” Oro IR 
* — — 2 — 


ans. Flavius JosEPHUs 


writing was counterfeited by Diophantus the 
notary, and thar the letter was the device of 
Antipater. Dicphantns indeed was exceed- 
ingly artſul in counterfeiting another man 8 
writing, and being afterwards convicted of 
ſuch a practice he ſuffered death for ir, 

Herod alſo produced before the inhabitants 
of Fericho, thoſe who had been tortured to 
accuſe his ſons, where they were ſtoned to 
death. This procedure ſo enraged the people 
that they were ready to have inflicted the like 
puniſhment upon Alexander and Ariſtobulus. 
Herod, however, by the interpoſition of 
Ptolomy and Pheroras, put a ſtop to their vio- 
lent meaſures, and gave orders that the two 
young princes ſhould be clapt in priſon, and 
there confined ſo narrowly rhat no man had 
liberty to be admitted to them, Many cen- 
tinels were commanded to fit and have an eye 
over their actions and words, which made them 
in their own and other men's opinions be look- 
ed upon as men actually condemned to die. 
One of them, which was Ariſtobitjus, grieved 
at his misfortunes, gave an invitation to his 
aunt and mother in-law to come and lament 
with him his hard fortune, and hate him who 
could ſuffer him to be ſo afflicted. In the con- 
verſation that paſſed, he affirmed to her thus: 
c You are alſo in danger, being accuſed, in 
« hopes to have Heu for your husband to 
cc have ſignified unto him by letter every thing 
«© had paſſed in the court of Herd. Which 
words ſhe preſently carried and told him. 
Herod, hearing this, was no longer able to 
carb the impetuoſity of his rage, but inſtantly 
commanded the two princes to be bound, and 
kept in diſtinòt places one from the other, and 
to write what each had plotted againſt his fa- 
ther, having received theſe orders, each wrote 
they had neither meditated any treaſon, or 
prepared any againſt him, but had only deſign- 
ed to withdraw, becauſe they found there was 
no likelihood of there living any longer in 
ſafety there, by reaſon of their being ſo great- 
ly and unjuſtly ſuſpected and in continual 
apprehenſions. 

At this time one Mela, came ambaſſador 
from Archelaus, who was one of the princes 
of Cappadocia, Herod being deſirous to thew 
his ſon's malice, ſent for him out of priſon, 
and commanded him to relate how and in 
what manner they had reſolved upon their 
flight. Alexander made anſwer; © Unto Ar- 
« chelats, who had promiſed to ſend them 
ce to Rome, but that they had plotted nothing 
cc againſt their father; and all the malicious 
& accuſations of their adverſaries, were intire- 
ce ly without any foundation; and that they 
* had been deſirous to have examined Zyran- 
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her, if ſhe knew of any plot he had meditateg 
againſt him. Upon their coming to her, G1, 35 
ra ſmote her head, aſſoon as ſhe ſaw FA 
ander in chains, and with vaſt ſighs conſe 
how much the was concerned. This peta 
made the tears puſh from Alexander's 8 
and the ſight hereof was ſo pitiful, that 8 
body, overcome with compaſſion, could be 
for a Jong time do or fay any thing, of * 
buſineſs they were come about. Bur, in = 
concluſion, Ptolomy, who had been ordered 3 
carry him, commanded him to ſpeak, if the 
woman knew any of his tranſactions ; upon 
which he ſaid, “ How can ſhe not be conſei- 
4 „than my ver 
oul, and has had ſo many children by me? 
to theſe ſhe added with an exclamation, © that 
* ſhe knew of no ill deſign of his, but if it 
„% was any way to his advantage, that fe 
ſhould ſpeak againit herſelf, ſhe would con- 
feſs every thing“. Then Alexander, © None 
of thoſe traiterous deſigns which the ſuſ. 
picions of our enemies have ſuggeſted, and 
which did not at all become us, did I ever 
meditate, or has thou any knowledge of 
unleſs that we had decreed to withdraw 10 
Archelans, and from him to Rome,” Glaphye 
ra affirming what her husband had {aid, 
Herod ſuppoſed Archelaus was a plain abettor 
of ill practices againſt him; upon which he 
gave O/ympus and FC/ummnins a letter, and 
ordered them in their voyage to touch upon 
(1) Eleuſa, an land of Celicia, and give 
Archelaus the letter, and having expoſtulated 
with him, how he was a partizan with his 
ſons, of their ſiniſter deſigns againſt him, di- 
rectly ſailed for Rowe, where if they found 
the buſineſs Nicolas was gone about proper, 
and that Ccſar had laid aſide his anger, to 
deliver into his hands the letter and teſtino- 
nials he ſent againſt the young men his ſons; 
but Archelaus cleared himſelf by owning that 
his deſign of receiving the young men was ; 
both for their intereſt and their father's bene- f 
fir, that he might not (2) do any farther pe- # 
judice againſt them, while his ſuſpicions gave WR | 
ground for ſuch continual diſputes; and that ep 7 
he had not ſent to Cæſar, nor promiſed ths 
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young men any thing in oppoſition to [us i 
intereſt. | | cc 
Upon their arrival at Rome, they found an = .. 
opportunity of giving the letter to (%, 


becauſe they perceived him reconciled to 
Herod, For Nicolaus*'s embaſſy was in tis 
manner; aſſoon as he came to Rome, and ap- 
peared at court, he was reſolved not only to 
tranſact the buſineſs he was ordered uon, 
but to accuſe Hαus; for the Arabigns, belole 
the affair came to be debated, diſagreed a 


ce us, and the other more narrowly, but they mong themſelves, and ſome abandoning Mell | 
* had been put to death, by the inſtigation of went over to Nicolaus, acquainting bim ie | 
« Antipater, who had ſuborned witneſſes whole buſineſs was one continued ſceneof injul } 
« amongſt the people againſt their friends.“ tice, and ſhewing him by inconteſtable gs _ 

Upon his ſpeaking thus, Herod ordered that he had murthered ſeveral perſons belols Wee | 
Welas and Alexander to be carried to Glaphyra ing to Obadas ; beſide, upon their leaving him, Wc 
the daughter of Arc helaus, and be asked by they produced the letters which accuſed him t. 

. : | | 

(1) Fpiphanius Tranſlates it a City. Leſt led by his Suſpicions, they 69% Bl i 

behave towards him with leſs obedience, K eee 0 8 


was fit for a father. Gelenigs, 


and by that means incur his diſpleaſure to à degree greater 


o 


= cc 


I C 
ec 
b = 7 
1 : 


© .. 
M77 


oh | CC 


WEE cc 
WW cc 


Book XVI. 


of theſe facts. This was a very ria x1 
conjuncture to Nicolaus, who not only 8 0 4 
ved to improve it to the advantage of the 
affair he was come about, but endeavoured 
bring about a reconciliation with Herod ang 
Ceſar ; tor he was well allured, ſhould he ofter 
to make any deience for Herod, he ſhould be 
denied an hearing; but it he attempted to aC- 
curſe Hen, he might have an opportunity of 
doing ſomething for Herod of as equal, it not 
better advantage. In fine, the day being fix'd 
for the management of the debate, Nc 
appeared, and in the preſence of the ambaſſa- 
dors ſent from Aretas, amongſt other things 
ob je ted againſt YH, © Thar he had been 
ce the cauſe of the deaths of his king, and ma- 
« ny Aralians, and that to put the Kingdom 
« into confuſion, he had taken up ſums of 
c money upon loan, and had not only cor- 
e rupted the woman in Arahia, but thote in 
« Pome too: But, what was the greateſt ill 
« of all, he charged him with alienating Ce/ar's 
« agtfect ion from Herod, and adviling him to 
« give no credit to any of his tranſactions.“ 


When he came to this part of his harangue, 


Ceſar ſtop'd and commanded him to ſpeak 
of [Herod only in relation to the following 
charge. © It he had not led an army into 
« Arabia, and {lain there two thouſand and 
ce five hundred men, and after having ravaged 
ce the country, if he had not carried away 
« with him the priſoners he had taken.” To 
this Nicolaus made anſwer, „ Phat in rela- 


ce tion to theſe he could ſufficiently ſpeak, 


ce that they were not only partly devoid of 
ce truth, but acted in a different manuer to 
cc what had been toid him, and were not de— 
« ſerving of the rigid treatment he had thewn 
« his maſter. Cz/ar not expecting to have 
heard thus much, ſcemed to give greater at- 
tention atter Nicolaus had mentioned che loan 


of five hundred talents, and the writing, in 


which 1t was provided, that atter the expira- 
tion of the day limited therein for payment, 
Herod might be at liberty to receive his 
pledge out of all the country of the Arabians ; 
and then he reſumed and ſaid, * that the expe- 
* dition, in effect, was no expedition, but only 
an exaction, upon juſt ground, of mone 
ce that was lawfully due to him, which he had 
e been ſlow enough in demanding, when the 
tenour of the writing was on his ſide, and 
permitted him ro recover it; and that it had 


cc 


cc 


cc 


= << not been done at all, but Volumnius and 
e 


Saturninus, governors of Syria, had given 
him leave. In fine, that after HH, had 
ſworn at Berytus before thoſe two perſons 
by your (1) fortune, to pay within thirt 

** days the ſum lent, and ſurrender all thoſe 
who had withdrawn out of fudea into Arabia, 
yet the ſame Hlæus made no account or 
pertormance of his oath, upon which Herod 
had recourſe to the ſaid governors, who 
permitting him to levy his pledge, was at 
length with much difficulty induced to march 
with his army into Arabza: Now this is 
the war which they paint in ſuch tragical 


(1) 


cc 
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« colours, and this is the expedition they make 
« ſuch a noiſe about. But how can this acquiſi- 
cc tion of right be termed a war, after Herod had 
* obtained leave to proſecute his claim from 
e the governors appointed by you; when the 
ce plain letter of the writing permitted him, 
© and when the other gods, and ihe majeſty 
of your name, O Cz/ar, have been violated. 
« Bur I will now fay ſomething about the cap- 
cc tives; when the inhabitants of Zrachon be- 
« gan their depredations they were at firit 
& about four hundred; but after increaſing to 
c a greater number, and tearing to be called 


„ to an account by Herod tor their villainies, 


they fied into Arabia; where $ycus received 


them in prejudice to the reſt of mankind, 
aſſigning them a place to inhabir, and rook to 
his own uſe, the profits of the ſpoils they 
made; belide, he promiſed by the ſame oath 
he made to ſurrender every man of them up, 
on the day of payment ot the loan; nor is it 
in his power at this time to ſhew that one 
lingle perſon has been taken out of Arabia, 
except them, and yet not all their number, 
bur only thoſe who could not find lurking 
holes to ſhelter themſe:ves in. Now lince, 
«© O Cz/ar, you ice that this procedure is 
ce the reſult of tne moſt pernicious envy, and 
that the captivity oi thele robbers, is nothing 
«© but a calumny, I beg you to contider that the 
« practices which this S has made uſe of 


«© to Put you in a 1erment againſt Herod, are 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


« the mot abominable faliehoovds. For 1 doſi- 


« tively affirm, when rhe Arabian army, 

broke in upon our territories, and one or 

« two of Ferod? loit their lives 1 
two of Herod's men lott their lives in the 


engagement, then, and not before, Herod 
was obligea ro look to himſeit and make 
cc 


his detelce ; upon which NN cevs their ge- 
© neral was flain, and no more than five and 
ce twenty men periſheu, every one of whom, 
this Ml uu, had increaſed in his account 
ce to an hundred, and infiuuated that five and 
twenty hundred were laid dead in the field 
c of battle.“ | 

This ſpeech had a ſtrong effect upon Cæſar, 
who, diſcovering evident proots of his indig- 
nation, turned himſelt to eu, and asked 
him how many had been lain. Upon this he 
making a ſtand, and confeſſing he had been 
miſinormed, the mortgage deed was read, 
and the lerters the governors had ſent, and 


the remonſtrances the cities had made about 


the proceedings of the robbers. I heſe diſco- 
veries made Cr, in the concluſion, capitally 
condemn H/ eus, and renew his former riend- 
ſhip and alliance with Herod, as being ſorry 
for the harſh letter he had wrote him, wholly 
occalioned by his over haſty credit to the ac- 
cuſations brought againſt him: Beſides, he 
reprimanded and accuſed H, of leading 
him by a falſe and artful inſinuation, to with- 
draw the kind offices he owed his antient friend 
and benefactor. In ſhort, he ſurrendered 
Hlliaus to the courſe of the law, to pay the 
money borrowed, and then receive the punith= 


Others Tranſlate it, by your Genius, 


the groſleſt impolitions and a compolition of 
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404 * 
ment he merited: Nor was Cz/ar leſs a friend 
to Aretas, who had laid hold on the govern- 
ment, without firſt asking or deſiring his ap- 
probation or conſent; for he had reſolved to 
have inveſted Herod in the kingdom of Arabia; 
but the letter Herod had ſent him about his 
ſons, proved an inſurmountable difficulty in 
the way; for when Saturninus and Volumnilts 
perceived Ceſar was reconciled to Herod, they 
gave, as he had ordered them, the letter to 
him about the young princes, and the other 
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teſtimonials of their diſaffection to the 
Caſar having peruſed them, did not thi 
viſeable to beſtow another kingdom 
old man at variance with his ſons: Upon thi 
reaſon he admitted the ambaſſadors, and re * 
ving them only for the too much haſte 100 
matter had ſhewn in ſeizing upou the kingdom 
and not waiting for his placing him in it, he 


accepted their preſents, and confirmed 
in it. 


ir father; 
nk it ad. 
upon an 


Aretag 
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How Herod, by Conſent of Cæſar, accuſed his ſons before the Council at Berytum; and 
Teron ſuffered for the immoaerate Liberty be took in the Army. Of the Death; of 
the young Men, and their Interment in Alexandrium. | 


A SAR being at length reconciled to He- 
rod, and concern d on account of his ſons, 

wrote him a letter to the following effect: 
He told him, He ought, if they had attempted 
any vicleat Meaſures againſt him, to proceed a- 
gainſt them as paricides, he giving him full li- 
berty to take ſuch a Courſe. But if they had 
meditated no more than a retreat, that they were 
to be otherwiſe corretied; and that he ſhould not 
u extremities upon them: That he adviſed him 
70 [uminon a council at (1) Berytum, where the 
Romans re/ided, to determine their cauſe ; her 
convening the Officers, and Archelaus te king 
of Cappadocia, and all others whom he eſteemed 
his friends, and for their dignity worthy to /it 
as judges, tofollow their advice in the proſecution 
of the whole affair. This was the ſubſtance of 
Cc/ar's letter to Herod. Aſſoon as Herod had 
reccived the letter, he was filled with extreme 
gladneſs at the reconciliation he had obtained, 
nor was his joy the leſs exceſſive at the thought 
he entertain'd of having a power to manage his 
ſons as he pleaſed. Indeed, I am at a loſs to 
conceive the reaſon that induced him, after he 
had given ſuch proofs of cruelty in his former 
proceedings, not to proſecute the death of his 
ſons with more raſhneſs and eagerneſs than he 
did; for fortune beginning now to ſmile upon 
him, and the aſſurance given him, making him 
more unreſerved, he gave his hatred a new 
field to range in, Upon this ground he aſſem- 
bled perſons whom he thought fit to conſtitute 
the court, but excluded Archelaus, on acconnt 
of his enmity to him, and becauſe he ſuppoſed 
he might oppoſe his meaſures. 

The officers, and the others whom he had 
ſummoned from the cities, being met at Bery- 
tum, he put his ſons, whom he would not ad- 
mit perſonal to appear before the council, 
in a village of the S:donians, called Platana, 


not far from the city, with a deſign, if they 


were called upon, that they might ſoon appear 
before the court. After this, he went to the 
perſons who were appointed judges in the 
cauſe, and made uſe of one hundred and fifty 
of the preſidents to bring allegations againſt 
his ſons, which violent method of proceeding 


(1) The Romans inhabiting Berytum were a colony planted there by Augu¹ Hence upon the 
of Aguſtus are, COL, JUL. AUG. FEL. BER. Spanbei m. 


(2) Compare this paſſage with Deut. xxl. 19, & 29, 


could not but create vaſt aſtoniſhment, as the 
young princes by it were reduced to a melzy. 
choly extreme; and Herod gave evident fions 
of more barbarous treatment, than a father 
ought ever to uſe to his ſons; for he was 00 
vehement and raging in his charge againſt them, 
and his fury and extravagancy was carried to 
ſo great an height, that he would not permit 
the judges to weigh or conſider in their minds 
the arguments that were produced in favour of 
the young men. On the contrary, with a be- 
haviour that was little conſiſtent with the na- 
tural affection of a father to his ſons, though 
they deſerve his hatred, he inſiſted and fre- 
nuouſly detended the articles on which he in- 
peached them, and peruſed their letters, from 
which no concluſion could be drawn that they 
had either laid any plot againſt his life, or 
conſpired againſt him fo far as to be accounted 
guilty of capital crimes; but that a flight, 
which had been before meditated, was all 
their crime, except a few haſty and reproach- 
ful expreſſions againſt him, wholly owing to 
the malice he bore them. When Herod found 
this, he was in a deſperate rage, and in a loud 
xclamation endeavoured to exaggerate thelt 
crimes, as if they had made an open confeſſion 
of ſome ſiniſter deſign againſt him; concluding, 
that he had rather ſuffer death than hear d 
ſuch a thing. In ſhort, ſaying, He had by lt. 
ture, as their father, and by the permiſfii of 
Cæſar, an abſclute power. He added a lav d 
his country, which (2) provided, that if the f- 
rents of a ſon who happened to be accuſe! 
laid their hands upon him, it was necefiary l. 
the perſons who ſtood about him to caſt fo 
at him, and in that manner put him to death, 
that notwithſtanding he had power to do thus 
in his own country, yet he expected hel . 
termination upon the matter, but ot 
judges upon ſo manifeſt proots of his ſons 1 
bellion, which had brought his lite 10197 
utmoſt dangers; but as perſons who had 1 
portunely come to aſſiſt him in his revenge 
gainſt them; and that no one, let him be _ 
fo little intereſted in the cauſe, ought te 
by ſuch flagrant injuries. 
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Book XVI. of the Antiquities of the Jews: 


The king opening himſelf thus, wi 
young men being denied the liberty to p 5 
their own defence, the perſons _ e 
bench perceiving Herod too much enrage 1 to 
admit of any reaſon or equity to guide him, 
confirmed his reſolution, and ſubmitted the 
affair entirely to his own will and power. 
V1turninus, a perſon of conſular dignity, and 

rcat authority, gave a very modeſt opinion, 
mixed with piety, and ſaid, "That he con- 
© demned Herod's ſons, but not to death, as 
© having ſons of his own; for ſuch a puniſh- 
© ment would be more fatal than all the 
© calamities they could ſuffer in the world 
c beſides.” Saturninus's ſons (who were three, 
and in quality of ambaſladors) entirely aſ- 
ſented to what their father had ſaid; but Vo- 
lummins was of another opinion, and ſaid, That 
© as they had ſhewn themſelves ſo difreſpecttul 
© to their father, they deſerved to die.” The reſt 
of the judges giving way to the ſame opinion, 
no other puniſhment than death was thought 
ſufficient to attone for their tranſgreſſions. 

After this Herod took his ſons, and went to 
Tyre, where meeting Nicolaus, after his voyage 
from Rome, to whom he laid open all the tranſ- 
actions at Berytum, he asked him, what was 
the opinion his friends at Rome entertained 
concerning his ſons ? Nicolans made anſwer, 
They looked upon your ſons ſchemes, as 
ſo many impious actions, and thought you 
was under an obligation to confine them in 
chains; but if afterwards a more ſevere pu- 
niſhment was neceſſary, you might then put 
them to death, and fo ſeem to have tollow'd 
the dictates of reaſon, and not of anger; but 
on the other hand, you might abſolve them, 
and ſo ſecure yourſelf from falling into an 
inſurmountable difficulty. Now theſe are 
the ſentiments which the major part of your 
friends at Rome entertain.“ Herod reflecting 
awhile upon what he had ſaid, ordered him to 
embark, and ſail along with him. 

Upon his arrival at Cz/area, the common 
people were full of talk about his ſons, and 
almoſt all the kingdom were in ſuſpence where 
matters would terminate, Every one extreme- 
ly feared their ruin was near at hand, from the 
inveterate hatred that reigned ; and every one 

med the calamities that hung over their 
heads: They neither durſt ſpeak themſelves, 
nor hear a word from another man's tongue, 
without incurring manifeſt danger; and the 
compaſſion they had for the young princes, 
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they were obliged to ſtifle within their o] 


breaſts; and the greatneſs of their affliction, 
with vaſt concern, but with ſilence they were 
obliged to bear. But there was one Teron, 
an old ſoldier of Herod's, who had a ſon of the 
lame age with Alexander, and his friend, who, 
without any manner of reſerve, ſpoke every 
thing that others were afraid of ſaying, and of- 
tentimes declared his opinion among the peo- 
ple, in a very audible manner, in -the follow- 
ing words: © That truth was dead, righteouſ- 
* nels was taken from mankind, lies and; ma- 

lice reigned triumphant, and fo thick a cloud 
of injuſtice overſpread the adminiſtration, 
that the tranſgreſſors could not ſee the great- 


eſt evi : ] 
Inq that men ſuffered through their 
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© means.” From theſe words, deliver'd ſo free- 
ly, every one concluded the proclaimer of them 
was in imminent danger; but the words con- 
tained their own ſentiments ſo truly, that they 
gave every one great ſatisfaction, becauſe the 
young man gave ſigns of ſuch courage and diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, as the times then were. Upon 
this ground they liſtened eagerly to every thing 
he ſaid, and at the ſame time bade him take 
care and hold his tongue; they ſecretly com- 
mended his boldneſs, for the expectation of ſo 
great a misfortune obliged every one to ſpeak 
whatever they thought fit for him. 5 

He went to the king with great courage and 
addreſs, and deſiring leave to ſpeak with him 
alone, he had it granted, and then thus ſaid, 
© I cannot, my king, ſubdue the trouble that 
© overwhelms my heart; and 1 have preter- 
© red the boldneſs I have here taken, to the 
conſideration ot my own lite, which if you 
make a proper uſe of, will be of no bad 
conſequence to you. How lar have your 
ſenſes left you, or the excellent qualitica- 
tions of your ſoul departed from it? Where 
is that tranſcendant underſtanding that made 
you glorious in the adminiſtration of aftairs 
of the greateſt importance? Whence pro- 
ceeds that deſolation among your friends 
and kindred? I tell you, thoſe who are 
about you, are neither your friends nor k1n- 
dred, elſe they would never have commit- 
ted ſo enormous a crime in your kingdom, 
which was once ſo happy. Cannot you fee 
what is to be done? Will you put to death 
two young men born of your queen, who 
are young princes of the moſt exalted vir- 
tues, and entruſt your old age in the hands 
of a ſon, who has but ill confirmed the 
hopes you have entertained of him, and of 
relations whom you have ſo often capitally 
convicted 2 Will you not conſider, that tho? 
the people ſay nothing, yet they take notice 
of your proccedings, and with indignation 
too; nay, the whole army, and eſpecially rhe 
principal in 1t, are moved with compaſſion 
towards the unhappy princes, but with hatred 
towards the cruel and inhuman authors of 
their misfortunes.” 
The king gave ear to theſe words at firſt, 
without any ſigns of diſpleaſure ; but Teron 
procecding openly to tax his domeſticks with 
their wicked an perfidious practices, Herod's 
anger began to rouze itſelf. Indeed Teron be- 
haved himſelf too freely, and with too much 
of the ſoldier's haughtineſs ; nor was the op- 
portunity he took of declaring himſelf wiſely 
choſe. This enraged Herod to that degree, 
that he, eſteeming what he had heard, rather 
as derogating from his character, than ſeemin 
of any advantage to him, and finding the ſol- 
diers in no good temper, and the officers 
themſelves incenſed at his proceedings, he or- 
dered not only them by name, but alſo Teroꝶ, 
to be thrown into, and confined in priſon. 

After this was done, one 270 phon, the king's 
barber, taking an opportunity, went and ac- 
quainted the king, that Zeron would often have 
perſuaded him to have cut his throat with 
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his razor as he ſhaved him, whereby he was 


to have the principal place under Alexander. 
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and a conſiderable gratuity for the ſervice. 
The king upon hearing him thus ſpeak, order- 
ed him to be apprehended ; and afterwards 
Tron and his fon, and the barber, were put 
to the rack: But Teron refuſing to make any 
confeſſion, and the young man beholding the 
torments his father was in, and ſeeing no like- 
lihocd of any pardon, and reflecting what 
might be the conſequence of his pains, ſaid, 
he would acquaint the king with the truth, if 
he would promiſe not to torment bis father 
and him. The king immediately gave him his 
word; upon which he ſaid, That it was a- 
© preed Teron ſhould lay his hands upon the 
© king, as having an eaſy opportunity to find 
© him alone; after which, if he happened to 
© meet with any miſchance, it would reaound 
© to his honour, as he had ſtudied to gratity 
© Alexander in it.“ This diſcovery procured 
the father's releaſment, but it was not known 
whether he had ſpoke the truth by compulſion, 
or done ſo to free him and his father from the 
rorments of the rack. 

If Herod before had any doubts in his breaſt 
that diſſuaded him from the death be deſigned 
his ſons, his ſoul was now quite diſengaged 
from them, and he baniſhed from every conſi- 
deration that did in the leaſt ſuggeſt ro him 
betrer counſel, in order to put a final period 
to his reſolution. With this view, having made 
it appear before an aſſembly, three haudred of 
thoſe he adjudged guilty, together with Zeron 
and his ſon, and the barber who had made the 
diſcovery. He accuſed every one of them : 
Upon which the people pur them to death 
without any heſitation. Alexander and Ariffo= 
bulus, by command of Herod, were carried to 
Sebaſte, and there ſtrangled, and their bodies 
afterwards carried in the night time to Alexan- 
arium, where their mother's brother, and ſe- 
veral more of their anceftors, were interred, 

It will not, perhaps, appear wonderful to 
ſome, that fo inveterate an hatred ſhould be 
carried to ſo great a length, till ar laſt it 
ſubdued all the affections of nature itſelf, But 
it may be enquired, and with great reaſon, 
whether the young men are to be charged 
with the cauſe of the vaſt anger their father 
conceived againit them, and by their perverſc 
behaviour ſo irritated him in the end, that 
his enraged ſoul was no longer able to admit 
of cure or counſel; or whether his hard and 
implacable temper is to be blamed, which was 
fo eager and impetuous after dominion and ſo- 
vereign power, that he would not admit of 
the leaſt thoughts of an aſſociate with him 
in his kingdom; bur acted in every reſpect 
as his own intemperate and violent will hur- 
ried him: Or whether it is to be attributed 
to providence, the power of which is vaſtly 
ſuperior to the molt ſage forefight > Whence 
we have reaſon to believe, that human actions 
are pre-ordained by a certain neceſſity to be, 
and this power we call tate, becauſe nothing 
happens but what is thus pre-determined. But 
this will be ſufficient, I ſuppoſe, to compare 
this opinion with that, which attributes ſome= 


The End of the Sinteenth Book. of the Antiquities. 
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thing to our actions, and examineth the . 
ſes of the variety of our actions; which "00M 
culation hath been long ſince wiſe] pe. 
cellently handled in our laws. age 55 
other two cauſes, that which reſpe&s 5 yy 
ſons 1s blame worthy, not only in «oh 
of their youthful arrcgance and ky 
dain, as they not only gave too im f Ms 
belief to the calumnies thrown upon K 74 
ther, but were too rigorous inſpectors L a. 
life and actions; maliciouſly ſuſpicious * 
intemperate in the free exerciſe of n 
tongues : Upon both which accounts they Ne 
themſelves obnoxious to thoſe whoſe _ 2 
deavours were to obſerve their aQtions ng 
acquaint Herod with their conduct, in phy ; 
to gain his favour. Bur Herod can never ful 
any excuſe for his impious and unnatutal uf - 
of his ſons, who being quite deſtitute of oe , 
thing to prove them guilty of a plot a "= 
him, and unable to convict them of any (9 
they had ever formed for his deftru&ion bal 
the cruelty to put them to death, who. were 
begotten by him, and who were two your 
men oi fine perſons, in great repute amon : 
foreigners, well veried in all manner of 3 
exerciſes, whether in hunting, military skil, 
or in declaiming pon public affairs. f 
In theſe ſeveral qualifications they were 
both very eminent, but eſpecially Alexany;; 
the eldeſt, | | 
It had been enough, if their father had 
been reſolved to have puniſhed them, to haye 
confined them in priſon alive, or ſent them to 
ſome place at ſome diſtance from the kingdom, 
ſince he was fo well ſecured by the Nona 
about him, as to have fixed his dependauce up- 
on them, and needed not to have feared a0 
ſudden alarm or invaſion. But to put them 
to death ſo ſuddenly, and, as it may be to 
gratify an impetuous fally of anger, what can 


it be eſteemed, but an impious licenſe ? el- 


pecially when he ſhewed himſelf guilty in 6 
high a degree, when length of age was upon 
him? Beſide, neither can the delay he made 
in any wiſe extenuate his tranſgreſſion. A man 
may, indeed, be rouzed up by a ſudden and 
unexpected accident, to the commiſſion of al 
inhuman action, which then is very baſe; but 
this is a misfortune to which mankind oite 
expoſe themſelves; but in a caſe that has been 
many times weighed, and duly confidered, 
where the perſon hath been rouzed, and then 
reſtrained, and afterwards found accellary t 
ſuch an enormity as we have mentioned abole, 
it is the ſtrongeſt indication in the world, of 
mind blood-thirſty, and unmercitully revenge. 
fol. Herod made himſelf a true example e 
this conduct in what he did afterwards; for be 
ſpared not one of thoſe whom he had hel 1 
the greateſt honour ; and though the julliceæ “ 
their puniſhments took away ſomething of tic 
pity we ſhould have given them, yet Herd ; 
cruelty was the ſame, as he had nor the pow” 
to reſtrain his hands from their murders: J. 
we ſhall ſpeak of theſe things in the ſequ® 
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BOOK THE SEVENTEENTYH. 


Containing the Space of Fourteen Years. 
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om Antipater incurred the Hatred of the whole Nation for the Murder of bis Bro- 
thers, which made bim eſtabliſh a Friendſhip at Rome, with large Sums of Money; 
and Saturninus, the Governor of Syria, and the Officers with bim. Of Herod's 


Marriages, and Children. 


gr: HOUGH Antipater, by the 

2 unjuſt methods he had uſed with 
his father to make him furiouſly 
12 revenge lumſelf upon his ſons, 

Shad now cut them off, yet the 
WS hopes he had formed of his future 
life, did not preſent themſelves fo favourable 
as was expected. Though he had got clear of 
his apprehenſions, with regard to the kingdom, 
as he was likely to have no farther obſtruction 
from his brothers, notwithſtanding he found 


o > 
IC 
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the way to obtain the kingdom, full of difficul- 


ties and obſtacles, entirely owing to the inſur- 
mountable malice the whole nation had con- 
ceived againſt him. 


This was an affair that preſented itſelf to him 
in very diſpleaſing colours; but the ſoldiers 
damped his ſpirits in a more ſenſible manner, as 

W they were entirely alienated from him; for in 


L | them conſiſt the moſt ſolid hapes of thoſe who 


| are actuated with a deſire to reign; eſpecially 


ö 1 if the nation is inclinable to a change. 
Inis fresh difficulty aroſe from the death 


oc his brothers: However, he reigned with 
his father, and in nothing differed from the 


king. He had more authority than ever, and 
& procured a more firm kindneſs. from his father, 
for thoſe actions for which he ought to have 
W ſuffered death. The murder of his brothers 
vas! oked upon as the ſecurity of Hero, and 
not auy way attributed to the hatred where- 
W with he proſecuted them, but principally his 
W.facher. Theſe furious thoughts reigned with- 
nn his breaſt. Theſe were ſo many ſtratagems 
s clear his way to the putting Herod aſide; and 
er his artitce was fo great, that he made it 
FE] his conſtant buſineſs to hinder any one from 


accuſing him of the deſigns he was forming, 
and to put his father out of any poſſibility of 
relief, or making his flight, if he was minded to 
declare himſelf openly. Hence the hatred he 
had to his father was the ground of his having 
conſpired againſt his ſons, He was by ſo much 
the more eagerly excited to put his pretenſions 


in execution, as he ſaw the death of his father 


would open him a clear paſſage to the king- 
dom. He conlidered, it he lived any longer, 
he might be in great danger, and his ſiniſter 
deſigns diſcovered, of which he was the prin- 
cipal author and inventor, and in the end fo 
exaſperate his father, as to be declared his 
enemy. With this view he ſpared no expence 
to procure the good will of his father's friends, 


and by the force of large preſents remove the 


odium already conceived againſt him. Thoſe 
at Rome were the firſt he began with, among 
whom was Saturainus. And theſe, by the do- 
nation of large gratuities, -he won over to his 
intereſts. He had courage to think the pro- 
dig1ous preſents he made, would have the like 
influence over the brother of Satarninus ; and 
his artifice in this way would gain over to him 


the king*s ſiſter, who had been married to one 


of his moſt principal friends. He was extreme- 
ly artful in making every one he converſed 
with, believe the friendſhip he pretended them 
was real; nor was he leſs cunning in diflem- 
bling his hatred to every on he made it his 
buſineſs to deceive © However; his aunt was 
above the reach of his inſinuations, having 
had long experience of his ways, and was net 
to be caught by him, having always oppoſed 
his malicious defigns, by. every method ſhe was 
miſtreſs of, although ſhe had a daughter mar- 
ried 
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ried to his uncle by the mother's fide, who 
had been firſt wedded to Ariſtobulus, by the 
means and interpoſition of Antipater ; for Cal- 
leus had the other daughter by her husband 
to wife. But neither this affinity could hinder 
his malice from being diſcovered, nor was the 


former conſangumity of power ſufficient to ex- 


tinguiſh her hatred. Salome, who had enter- 
rained the paſſion of love for Haus the Ara- 
bian, and endeavour'd to marry him, was con- 
ſtrained by Herod to marry Alexas, Julia ac 
the ſame time perſuading her to it, and adviſing 
her not to refuſe the match, for fear of an o- 
pen rupture between them ; becauſe Herod had 
1worn never to have any reſpect for her, if ſhe 
married any other than Alexas. In ſhort, ſhe 
followed the advice of Julia, as ſhe was Cæ- 
ſar's wife, and her advantage was too plain 
in the alliance. About this time Herod ſent 
back Alexander's wife, daughter of Archelaus, 
to the king her father, and gave him back the 
portion ſhe had brought his ſon, to hinder any 
diſturbance or demands for the ſame. 

Herod took exceeding great care of his ſons 
children ; for Alexander had born to him, by 
Glaphyra, two ſons; and Ariftobulus begot on 
Berenice, Salome's daughter, three ſons, and two 
daughters. Having on a time, in the preſence 
ok his friends, brought them before him, and 
lamented their melancholy fortune, he begged 
that their children might never have the like 
calamities; but that they might encreaſe in 
virtue, and in the knowledge ot all good things, 
to the end they might come to a juſt ſenſe of 
repaying thoſe who had educated them, with 
thanks: He provided each of them alſo with 
a wite, as ſoon as they came to a ſufficient age; 
namely, the daughter of Pheroras, for the el- 
deft ſon of Alexander; and the daughter of 


Antipater, tor the eldeſt ſon of Ariſtobulus; and 


one of Ariſtobulus's daughters was married to 
Antipater's ſon ; and the other, to Herod's own 
ſon, whom he begat on the daughter of the 
high-prieſt ; for it 1s a cuſtom in our country 
to have ſeveral wives at the ſame time. The 
king brought about theſe marriages through 
the compaſſion he had for them, as they were 
orphans ; thinking, by theſe mutual alliances, to 


CHAP. Il 


Of Zamaris, the Fer of Babylon. Of the Plots of Antipater againſt Herod. 4nd 
of ſome Things relating to the Phariſees. 


HERO after this, intending to ſecure 

his eſtate in the country of Trac honitis, 
reſolved to erect a town in the midſt of the 
country, which might not be inferior to a city. 
This he did, as well to ſecure the country, as 
to be in a readine$s to reſtrain his enemies 
with eaſe. And recciving news, that a certain 
Few was come from Babylon with five hun- 
dred archers on horſeback, and about one 
hundred of his kinſmen, and had ventured to 
paſs the Euphrates, and was in the country 
adjoining to Antioch, near unto Daphne in H- 


ria, where Saturninus, the Roman general, had 


TTY nt FAG ae CA a” 


osEenUs Book XVII 
make Antipater their friend. But Ayrioy. , 
hatred was no leſs to the chi 8 
malice he bore their father, and Herodꝰ's — 
of them made his hatred ſo much the vg 
as he pretended to be the greateſt of the "aj 
thers; and he apprehended, when they — * 
man's eſtate, they would reſiſt his authority 
being aſſiſted by Archelaus, as his ſons-in-1, . 
and Pheroras, who was a tetrarch, would b 
the ſame, was he incited ; becauſe all the y 
ple had compaſſion of theſe orphans, and had 
conceived an hatred againſt Anti pater © 

never let ſlip any opportunity to declare his 
ſiniſter intentions againſt them. Upon this 

round his utmoſt care and buſineſs was to in- 
validate all the decrees his father had made in 
fayour of them, having not the heart to enter- 
tain any thoughts of their ſharing the Kine. 
dom with him; ſo that in the end Hers IT 
plied with Antipater's requeſt, which was tg 
marry the daughter of Ar;/fobu/us, and his ſon 
to the daughter of Pheroras - Ey this artifice 

the marriages we have obſerved above, were 
broke off, in oppoſition to what Herod had 
deſigned. 

At this time Herod had nine wives, «j;, 
Antipater's mother, the high-ptieſt's daughter 
by whom he had a ſon named after him, and 
a daughter of his brother, and one of his cou- 
ſins, by whom he had no children. He had 
another wife, who was a Samaritan by nation, 
by whom he had two ſons, Antipas and 4r- 
chelaus, and a daughter, call'd Olympias,whom 
Foſeph, the king's coulin, afterwards married. 
Aatipas and Archelaus were educated at Rome 
with a certain private friend of his. Beſides, 
Herod married another, named Cleopatra, who 
was an Hieroſolymite by birth, by whom he 
had two ſons, Herod and Philip, who were 
brought up at Rome. By Pallas he had Pha- 
ſaelus ; by Phædra and Helpia he had two 
daughters, Roxana and Salome. As for his el- 
deſt daughters, Alexander's ſiſters by the mo- 
ther's fide, whom Pheroras had refuſed to take 
in marriage, he married the one to Antipas, 

his ſiſter's ſon; and the other he matched to 
Phaſaelus, his brother's ſon. And this vas 
Herod's progeny. 
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given him a caſtle, called Valatha, to bl * 
he ſent for him and his followers, promis ps 
him lands in the country of Batanes, Fr . 
borders upon Trachonitis, intending be N 1 
make head againſt thoſe who preſumes by x FF 
tack him, and aſſuring him both bis 1a! + 3 
ſoldiers ſhould be free from the pa) men © 4 
any tribute or tax. t 
The Babylonian Few was induced by pe * 7? 
offers to come and take poſſeſſion of the f 
where he erected the town, and called 1 
thyra. This man defending himſe 


er ns 
| e caſtle from 2 
the Trachonites, preſerved th ene ny 


Book XVII. 
attempts, and the FeWws who came oh . 
lon to Hiercſolyma co offer ſacrifice, from the 
inroads and depredations of the Trachonites, 
and numbers who paid obedience to the Few! 
religion, flocked to him from all parts ; ſo 
that in a ſhort time this country was well filled 
with inhabitants, on account of their living 
free from any tribute ; which continued during 
Herod's life-time, But Philip, his ſucceſſor, 
exacted afterwards ſome ſmall tribute of them, 
Which was but for a little time. But Agrippa 
the Great, and his ſon called by the ſame name, 
laid heavy taxes upon them, yet allowed them 
liberty to enjoy their freedom, whoſe ſucceſſors 
the Romans impoſed very great tributes upon 
them, yet continued them in the poſſeſſion of 
their Liberties. But of theſe things, in the 
ſequel of our hiſtory, we will give a more large 
and particular account. But Zamaris the Ba- 
bylonian, to whom Herod had given the poſſeſ- 
fion of his country, died after a life well ſpent, 
leaving behind him a virtuous progeny, among 
whom was Facints, celebrated for his great 
skill in riding, and who taught the Babylonians 
to manage horſes, and with his band of men 
were made the body guards of thoſe kings. 7a- 
cinus died in a very advanced age, and left his 
ſon Philip to ſucceed him, a very valiant man, 
and addicted to all manner of virtue, as much 
as any man recorded in bittory. Agrippa upon 
this ground entirely loved him, and entruſted 
him in al! his affairs, committing the government 
of his ſoldiers to him, whom he conitantly led 
forth as occaiton required. 7ferod's aſtairs being 
thus ſituated, all mens eyes were fixed upon 
E Auti pater, aner that Herod ind given him full 
= powcr, which was granted him, in hopes that as 


that he would behave himſelf faithfully and affec- 
W tionatcly towards him; but he abuſed his au- 
thority more audacioaſly than cou d be expect- 
ed. For he cunungly coloured over his con— 
ceived malice, and caſily drew his father to 


but for his ſubtleties and policies; but above all 
the reſt Pheroras reſpected him moſt, and was 
in like manner as greatly eileemed by him; 
for Antipater circumvented him by the means 
of certain women, who favoured his faction, for 
Pheroras was commanacd by his wife, his mo- 
WE ther aud ſiſter-in-law, notwithſtanding that he 
hatcd them, by reaſon of the abuſe they had 
offered td his daughters who were unmarried; 
nexertheleſs he was forced to diſſemble all things, 
bccauſe he could do nothing but what they were 
always privy to, and they had ſuch power 
over his affairs, that they obliged him to per- 
borm whatſocver they pleaſed ; Antipater was 
alſo very intimate with them, both on his ac- 
count and his mothers, for theſe four women 
Vere of one mind in all things, and ſpake as it 
Vor by one mouth; yet was Pheroras at va- 

ance with Antipater upon ſome light diſtaſtes; 

3 and ſhe that was the cauſe of this debate between 
hem was the king's ſiſter Salome, who had a 
ens me {ſtrictly obſerved all their actions, 
0g well their mutual friendſhip tended to 
the overthrow of Herod, which ſhe was ready 
hat the king dll A e nt well 
= 8 cilliked this inward familiarity, 
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WW his father had honoured him in ſo high a manner, 


believe him in whatſoever he ſaid ; he was 
feared by all men, not only for his authority, 


403 
and that he was privy to their deſigns, which 
was his utter ruin, reſolved between themſclves 
to refrain their publick familiarity, and to make 
a ſhew as if they really did not agree: Jo 
which intent they reproached one another, 
eſpecially at ſuch time as they were either in 
Herod's preſence, or there was any one with 
them, who (as they thought) would acquaint 
him with it; but in ſecret they did not break 
off their accuſtomed friendſhip, and continued 
their correſpondence with greater affability, 
but more privately. Yet was not 52/072 1g- 
norant thereof, neither when they pur it in ex- 
ecution ; for ſlie diligently obſerved all things, 
and aggravated the {ame by report to her bro- 
ther, whom ſhe informed of their ſecret actions, 
banquetting and . private conſultation, which 
(as we ſaid) had no other ſcope but his ruin, 
if he did not prevent them in time; ſhewing, 
that for the preſent they behaved themſelves 


like enemies in outward ſhew, and all their 


ſpeeches tended to diſgrace one another, but 
that in ſecret they were friends, and lived in 
ſtrict amity, and promiſed each other their 
mutual aſſiſtance, to ſtrengthen themſelves a- 
gainſt thoſe to whom they were loth their 
friendſhip ſhould be diſcovered. But he durſt 


' pot make a ſhew thereof, becauſe he knew that 


his ſiſter was a woman very much given to re- 
proachful accuſations. J here was among the 
7ews a people that were called Phari/ezs, who 
were particularly remarkable for the vain opi- 
nion they had of themſelves, and boaſted that 
they were the exacteſt obſervers of the law in 
all the country, whoſe ſteps theſe women cloſe- 
ly followed, as thoſe who were much beloved 
ot God; as according to outward appearance 
you might very well judge theſe were ſuch as 
durſt oppoſe themſelves againſt kings, full of 
fraud, arrogancy, and rebellion, preſuming to 
raiſe war withour any juſt cauſe, and to rebel 
and offend their princes at their pleaſures; and 
whereas all the nation of the „ere, had ſworn 


to be faithful unto Czar, and to the eſtate of 


the King, theſe only refuſed to take the oath : 
and of this ſect there were to the number of 
ſix thouſand. For which cauſe the king having 
impoſcd a penalty upon them, Pheroras's wite 
paid it for them; upon which. account they 
pretended to gratify her to the utmoſt of their 
power, and being eſteemed as diviners, by 
reaſon of their often communication with God, 
foretold her that God had decreed to bring the 
kingdom of Herod and his poſterity to an end ; 
and could bring to paſs that the crown ſhould 
deſcend to Pheroras and his ſons. Sa/ome had 
got an inkling hereof, and had told Herod no 
leſs, and how they likewiſe corrupted every 
one of his courtiers ; for which cauſe he pur 
thoſe to death amongſt the Phar;/ces, who were 
the principal authors of this advice, and with 
them alſo the Kunuch, Bagoas, and Corus, who 
was his darling, and one of the fineſt men of 
that time; he afterwards cut off all thoſe 
amongſt his houſhold ſervants who were ot the 
Phariſees faction; for the Phariſees had per- 
ſuaded Bagoas that this new king, whom they 
had prognoſticated, would not only conſider 
him as his benefa&or and father, but that he 
himſelf ſhould alſo marry, and find himſelf 
* beget children. 
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Of the Enmity Herod bore Pheroras; how Herod ſent Antipater zo Cæſar, ay 
N * the Death of Pheroras. | * 


UT after Herod had puniſhed thoſe amongſt 
B the Phariſees whb were convicted of having 
been concerned in the conſpiracy, he aſſembled 
a council of his friends, before whom he accuſed 
Pheroras's wife, and mentioned the injuries that 
were done to his daughters (as has been de- 
clared) aſcribing the tame to this woman; ob- 
je ting it for a crime againſt her, for having 
injured his honour. Beſides this, he accuſed 
her of wilfully cauſing mutinies; and by all 
means poſſible, both in words and actions, 
contrary to all laws, and even againſt nature, 
raiſed a contention betwixt him and his bro- 
ther; and that the fine that he had impoſed 
upon his adverfaries, was ſatisfied at her 
charge; ſo that not the leaſt circumſtance of 
that conſpiracy was contrived without her con- 
ſent : For which reaſons (ſaid he) brother Phe- 
roras, it ſhall not be amiſs for you of your 
own accord to drive ſuch a wretched woman 
from among you, before you be requeſted, and 
the ſentence be pronounced againſt her; other- 
wiſe ſhe will certainly cauſe a war betwixt you 
and me. Separate yourſelf from her, in ſo 
doing I will eſteem you as my brother, and 
you ſhall loſe nothing by the affection which 
I bear unto yon; tor the bond of brother] 
love cannot continue ſafe and inviolable, unleſs 

ou put her away. 5 
Now although Pheroras was moved with 
the importance and weight of this diſcourfe, 
yet he faid, that as the love he bore his wife 
ſhould not make him forget that duty which 


conſanguinity required at his hands, in regard 


of his brother; ſo he could not forbear ſaying, 
that he had rather die than live without her 
company, whom he loved more dearly than his 
own lite. Herod, although he took this an- 
ſwer of his brocher's for a great injury, yet he 
forbore to difcover his diſpleaſure towards him; 
he only forbade Antipater and his mother, and 
in like manner Pheroras, to keep each other 
company ſo intimately any more. He com- 
manded the women likewiſe, that they ſhould 
give over their familiar entertainments, which 
all of them promiſed to obſerve : Yer notwith- 


ſtanding this, at convenient opportunities and 


occaſions, they viſited one another; and An- 
Tipater and Pheroras feaſted together b night. 
*T'was alſo reported, that Antipater dad the 
company of Pheroras wife; and that his mo- 
ther was the means and inſtrument of his pri- 
vy meeting. Antipater ſuſpecting his father's 
diſtaſtes, and fearing leſt his hatred ſhould 
bring him into danger, he wrote unto his 
friends in Rome, requiring them to ſend let- 
ters to Herod, requeiting him to ſend Antipater 
to Cz/ar with all poſſible expedition; which 
was brought to paſs. Herod ſent him thither 
with ſeveral royal prefents, and gave him his 
teſtament and will with him; wherein he had 
bequeathed the kingdom to Antipater; and 
that, if it ſhould happen that Antipater ſhould 
dic betore him, then he bequeathed the ſame 


tortured, who conteſſed the whole matter. He 
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to his ſon Herod, whom he had by the lieh. 
prieſt's daughter. About the ſame time 915 1 
the Arabian repaired to Rome, notwithſtandino 
he had neglected thoſe things which Cæſar bad 
commanded him. Antipater accuſed him be 
fore Ceſar for the fame crimes, with which he 
was charged by Nicolaus. Hllæus alſo was 
accuſed by Aretas, king of the Arabians, for 
murthering ſeveral of the beſt account in the 
city of Petera, contrary to his will ; amongſt 
whom were Sohemus, (a man of great virtue 
and honour) and Probatus, Cz/ar's ſetvant. of 
which crimes Hlæus was accuſed upon this 
occaſion. 

There was a certain man of Corinthys, who 
was one of the king's guards, and one he put 
very great truſt in: Now Hs perſuaded 
him, by ſtore of money and bribes, to kill 
Herod, which he promiſed to perform. Pei 
batus being made privy to Hlæus's deſign 
preſently told it to the king, who immediately 
cauſed the Corinthian to be apprehended and 


laid hands alſo on two Arabians, induced to 
it by this Corinthian's confeſſion ; one of whom 
was a man of command in his country, and the 
other was Spl/zus's chief friend. Theſe per- 
ſons being examined, confeſſed they came thi. 
ther to ſollicit with many exhortations the C- 
rinthian to execute the murther, and to aſſſt 
him, if he ſtood in need of them; which being 
fully proved by Saturnine, he ſent them to 
Rome, there more amply to be proceeded 
againſt, and ſo to be puniſhed. 

Now Herod, perceiving that his brother Ph:- 
roras did conſtantly continue his affection to 
his wife, commanded him to retire into his 
own dominions : Upon which he withdrew in- 
to his tetrarchy, aſluring him by ſeveral oaths, 
that he would never more return into the city, 
unleſs he was well aſſured that Herod was dead. 
But not long after it fell out, that Herod fi- 
ling ſick, he was ſent for to come and receiie 
from him certain inſtructions, as from ths 
mouth of a dying man. But Pheroras having 
a ſtrict regard to the oath he had made, fe- 
fuſed to obey the ſummons. Notwithſtanding 
this, Herod uſed him more kindly, and cout. 
nued his love and affection towards him; i 
he came to Pheroras, as ſoon as he heard 0 
his firſt ſickneſs, without being ſent for. Upon 
his dying he ſent his body to Hieroſohhnu, and 
honourably entombed him in that plac, T 
lamented his death with ſigns of great ne 
This was the ground of the misfortunes unt 
befel Antipater, who at this time vas gent 
to Rome For God had thought proper!“ 
puniſh him for the murders he had on A 
upon his brothers. Bur I will diſcourſe of the 
things in a more copious manner, that 55 
may take example from them, how the} n 
to behave themſelves with regard to tie 
all their actions. 
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accuſed by bis Freedmen of poiſoning ber Husband; and 


The Wife of Pheroras is 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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how upon Herod's Enquiry Poiſon was found prepared for him by Antipater bis 


Son, and upon putting bim to the Rack, 


FTER Pheroras had paid his laſt debt 

to nature, two of his freedmen, who by 

birth were Taphnites, and whom Pheroras, 
whilſt he lived, had a great eſteem for, and put 


his entire confidence in, came to Herod, and 


demanded that his brother's death might not 
go with impunity, but that a ſtrict examina- 
tion and enquiry might be made into the ca- 
taſtrophe of that unfortunate prince. Herod 

ave cloſe attention to this remonſtrance, as 
he tound the ſubſtance of ir gave ſigns of great 
probability and truth. The men {ſeeing this, 
acquainred him that the day before Pheroras s 
indiſpoſition, he had ſupped with his wife, but 
that having received poiſon in his meat, he had 
by thit means loft his life; and that a woman 
from Arabia had brought the poiſon, who had 
proteſted to them it was a potion to encreaſe 
love ; but, in effect, that it was no other than 
to take away Pheroras's life ; tor the Arabian 
women of all rhe others in the world, were 
the molt skilful in preparing poiſon, and were 
great ſorcerers ; and ſhe who was charged with 
this fact was eſteemed a great friend and fa- 
vourer of Sj/lz1us's beſt beloved; and that 
Pheroras's mother and his wite's ſiſter went in- 
to Arabia to purchaſe the poiſon, returned 
back, and brought the woman back with them 
the day betore the ſupper. "Theſe words had 
a ſudden influence upon Herod, who moved 
with the ſpeech, put both the maid ſervants, 
who were their bond women, and others of 
their free ſervants, to the rack. Not withſtand- 
ing this puniſhment, none confeſſing the fact, 
there was great difficulty found in extorting 
it from them; but, in the concluſion, ſhe who 
was lait of all put to the torture, unable to 
bear the torments, ſaid nothing elſe, but that 
ſthe prayed God, Antipater's mother, who was 
the ſole cauſe of all their misfortunes, might 
be made ſenſible of the like puniſhment. He- 
rod, at hearing theſe words, was more eager 
and inquiſitive; ſo that by means of torments, 
he at length extorted all the ſecret from them, 
about their entertainments, their private ca- 
bals, aſſemblies, and the very words he him- 
ſelt had ſpoken apart to his ſon, which had been 
reported unto the women whom Pheroras en- 
tertained ; which were, That he would give him 
one hundred talents, provided he would uſe no 
conference with Pheroras. Beſides, they diſco- 
vered the hatred Antipater bore his tather, his 


7 complaints unto his mother of the too long life 
of his father, for that in regard of himſelf he 


| b | was grown old; fo that if the kingdom ſhould 


| from it; and th 


; | ſeveral brothers, and brothers children, brought 
up together with him, he could not have the 


7 fall inco his hands directly, yet he could not 


hope to receive any conſiderable advantages 
at he alledged, as there were 


. | vanity to think of any thing ſecurely. For if 


he was forced to a Diſcovery. 


he happened to die, his ſon was in no proba- 
bility of enjoying the kingdom, bur his brother. 
Beſides, he charged the king with divers cruel- 
ries exerciſed againſt innocent perſons, and the 
murders committed upon his children, conclu- 
ding, that for the apprehenſions he had, he 
ſhould tyrannically treat thoſe who remained ; 
that he had formed the ſtratagem to be ſum- 
moned to Rome, and Pheroras had retired into 


his tetrarchy. 


As thefe words in a great meaſure agreed 
with the notions his ſiſter had inſtilled into 
his head, he could not help thinking them 
credible. Upon this ground his indignation ri- 
ſing againſt Ant ipater, he forbade Doris from 
appearing any more in his preſence, and took, 
before her departure, all her jewels from her, 
which were valued at ſeveral talents, and from 
thar time forward, ſhewed more regard to the 
family of Pheroras. But Herod's indignatiots 
was carried to the greateſt length againſt An- 


 tipater, by a certain Samaritan, named alſo 


Antipater, under whoſe management and Anti- 
pater's, the king's ſon's affairs were executed; 
for he being put to the rack, confeſſed amongſt 
other things, he had prepared a mortal poiſon, 
and delivered the ſame to Pheroras his uncle, 
ordering him to procure the king's death in 
his abſence, as the beſt and ſureſt way to avoid 
ſuſpicion; and that the poiſon was brought 
out of Ægypt by Antiphilus, Antipater*s ſriend; 
and that it was ſent to Pheroras by a perſon 
named Theudion, Antipater's mother's brother; 
and that the poiſon was kept by Pheroras's 
wite, and was committed by her husband to 
her cuſtody. Upon her examination on theſe 
heads, ſhe confeſſed every article, and going 
out haſtily, under a pretence of fetching the 
poiſon, ſhe threw herſelf down headlong from 
the top of the houſe, yet ſhe did not kill her- 
ſelf, becauſe ſhe happened to fall upon her feet. 
After ſhe had recovered herſelf out of the 
tright, the king proteſted ſhe ſhould nor be pu- 
niſhed, if ſhe would only diſcover the truth; 


but threatened her with menaces of extreme 


torments, if ſhe perſiſted to conceal her treaſon- 
able practices. Upon this ſhe ſwore the would 
make a diſcovery of nothing bur the truth, 
and declare how every thing was acted; which, 
when diſcoyered, proved to be as ſeveral per- 
ſons had before ſecretly imagined. < The poiſon, 
* {aid ſhe, was brought our of Aipypr by Anti- 
* philus, and purchaſed there by a brother of 

his who was a phyſician: But afterwards Theu- 
dion brought it to our honſe, and Pheroras gi- 
ving it to me, I kept the ſame, but was hired 
by Antipater to poiſon yon, who was his fa- 
ther. I muſt acquaint you therefore, that at- 
ter my husband fell ſick, and you in kindneſs 
came to viſit and comfort him, he being won 
by your extreme condeſcenſion and fraternal 


love ; 
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love, and by your extraordinary vigilance and 
© care in taking meaſures to provide for his 
© health, called me to him, and ſaid, Oh, my 
© Gear wife, I am circumvented by Antipater, 
« who, by his pernicious advice and deviliſh 
«© ſchemes, wants to deprive his father of his 
© life, and rob me of an affectionate friend; 
© know therefore, that ſince my brother's love 
js ſtill continued the ſame unto me, and re- 
© mains as uſual, and that I cannot think my 
< hour of death is far off: Heaven avert, that 
© ], jult ready to take my reſt with my foreta- 
© thers, ſhould preſent them with a ghoſt foil'd 
© and tinctur'd with my brother's blood; go 
therefore, and burn this poiſon before mine 


© eyes. Upon this I inſtantly went according 


as my husband had ordered me, brought and 
© burnt the greateſt part of the poiſon ; bur I 
© have preſerved the reſt, that if, after my huſ- 
© band's death, you ſhould treat me rigoroully, 
« jt might ſerve me to eſcape thoſe torments 
© that would happen to me.“ Having thus 
declared herſelf, the produced the poiſon, and 
the box in which ic was preſerved. After this, 
another brother of Antiphi!zs, and the mother 
of both of them, being alſo put to the rack, 
were, by the extreme torments they endured, 
forced to confeſs the fame, and own the box. 
The daughter of the high-prieit, who was one 
of Herod's wives, was Charged with having had 
a hand in the buſineſs; upon which he put her 
away from him, and cancelled her ſon's name 


out of his will, to whom he had leit his king- 


dom after his deceaſe. Beſide, he abdicated 
$110, the fon of Boethns, from the prieſthood, 
who was his father-10-Jaw, and put in his room 
Matthias, the ſon of Thecphilus, an Hieroſolo- 
zus by birth. 

While things were thus carrying on, Bat hyl- 
Ius, Antipater's freedman, returned from Rome, 


who being put to the rack, conteſled he had 


C H A P. v. 


Antipater ſails from Rome, and comes to his Father; is accuſed by Nicolaus the Dt- 
maſcene, and capitally condemned by his Father: Upon which be is thrown into 


Priſon by Quintilius Varus, the Syrian Governor, and cloſely conjined, till Cxlar 


becomes acquainted with the Affair. 


H D keeping his reſentments ſtifled 


within his breaſt, returned anſwers to the 
letters his ſon Autipater ſent him, in which he 
{trictly commanded, as ſoon as he had termi- 
nated his aftairs, to haſten homewards, for fear 


his long abſence might be attended with con- 


ſequences prejudicial to him: Beſide, in a ve- 
ry mild manner, he complained of his mother; 
but aſſured him he would pardon the fault up- 
on his return. He gave Antipater all the out- 
ward ſigns of a ſincere affection to him, ap- 
prehending leſt he, entertaining any ſuſpicious 
thoughts, ſhould delay his journey home, and 
ſtaying too long at Rome, endeavour at ſome 
piece of treachery, equally detrimental both to 
his life and his kingdom. Antipater received 
theſe letters at Tarentam, and alſo others in 
(alicia, in which he was acquainted with the 
death of Pheroras. This news extremely de- 
zected him, not for the cordiality he had for 


bim out of the world with diſpatch, 


by the means of 'Antipater, to accuſe Arch. 


to that end by the large preſents he had mae 


R 


brought poiſon with him, to give to Antigen 
mother and Pheroras, a a 9 8 
firſt poiſon happened not to do its buſineſs oy 
tectually with the king, they might, to ink 


make uſe 
e alſo ſent 5 
contrived 


of the other. Herod's friends at Ram 
him letters, which were artificially 


laus and Philip, for often recalling to mi 
cataſtrophe of Ariſtobulus and Pr e 2 
petrated by their father, and for e 
too much the melancholy fate of them, 1; 
were innocently betray'd ; and that they were 
now ſent back into the country with no other 
view, than, upon their arrival, to be made par 
takers of their brother's miſerable deſtiny. 2 
rod came to the knowledge of theſe things from 
the intimation Antipater's friends gave him of 
them, who ſaid, they had been wrought upon 
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them. Aatipater allo wrote him a letter, where. E 
in he gloſſed over an artifice, and ſeemingl F 
excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, he imputed the 
words they had ſpoke, to their indiſcretion aud 
youth. . 

In the mean time he buſied himſelf in taking 
effeCtual meaſures to accuſe Sy/lzns; and 10 
that end, bought the friendſhip of ſome of the 
moſt principal Romans, by the preſents he made 
them or the richeſt jewels he could procure 
which coſt him upwarus of two hundred talents, 
Now this is matter ot ſurprize, that conſider- 
ing affairs of deep agitation were cartying on 
againſt him, at leaſt, ſeven months betore his 
arrival in F4dea, he yet had no ſecret or open 
intimation of them But we may probably pre- 
ſume, that the diligent ſearch conſtantly kept 
upon the highways, and the hatred evety one 
had conceived to Antipater, were the true occa- 
ſion ; tor not one ſingle perſon would involve 
himſelt fo far as to endeavour at his ſecurity. 


Pheroras, but for the thoughts he entertained 
of his dying, before he had taken away fit 
his father, as he had contrived his ſcheme, and 
promiſed him. Upon his arrival at Cee, 
a city in Cilicia, he had ſtrong doubts ape 
him, whether or no he {ſhould return, hs 
mother's diſgrace in being baniſhed Hud 
court, ſitting extremely upon his ſpirits. Al 
to heighten the diſorder he was in, his fields 
were variouſly inclined to him as to op 
ſome of them adviſed him to remain in ſone 
place, and wait the event of the troubles til 
ſubſiſting; but others, of quite different ſent! 
ments, counſelled him to haſten his ret a 
much as poſſible; for his preſence would f 
an effectual means to ſurmount all the _ 
tions alledged againſt him, his abſence Ws 
been the ſole cauſe of corroborating the 
his enemies had taken againſt him. Jivs 15 
advice had more weight with him, and 4c. 
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ingly embark'd, and came at laſt into the por 
0 5 Sebaſte, fo called, and erected by 3 
with great expence, 1 honour of Cæſar. Hence 
it plainly appears, that deſtruction was hover- 
ing over Antipater's head; for no man came to 
compliment or receive him at his landing, as 
they had done upon his raking ſhipping, with 
joud acclamations and other demonſtrations 0 
joy. On the contrary, the ſcene was changed, 
and with great freedom and boldneſs they ſpoke 
againſt, curſed, and told him that he was me- 
ritoriouſly puniſhed for the injuſtice he had done 
his brother s. „ 
Much about this ſame time Ouintilius Varus, 
who ſucceeded Saturninus in the government of 


| thither at Herod's requeſt, to give him his aſ- 
: liſtance and advice in his preſent difficult and 
| weighty affairs. Whilſt theſe two were de- 
bating and adviſing upon matters by them- 
ſelves, Antipater, betore any perſon even 1ma- 
gined it, entered the palace, clad in the pur- 
ple garment he conſtantly had worn, 1 he 
guards betore the gates ſuffered him to have 
admittance, but his followers were excluded. 
This firſt ſtep gave him ſudden apprehenſions, 
and his ſpirits ſunk, as he ſaw into what a con- 
dition he had thrown himſelf, Beſides, upon 
his coming up to his father, Herod thruſt him 
from him, and accuſed him with the murther 


to poiſon him, he acquainted him, Varus thould 
the next day both hear and determine of his 
pernicious deligns. "Theſe words, and the un- 
expected calamity that hung over his head, en- 
tirely diſheartened him; upon which he with- 
= drew in great diſorder, but in his way met his 
mother and his wife, who was daughter of Au- 
= tirvonts, king of Fudea before Herod, and was 
== advertiſed of every thing that had happened; 
whereupon he put himſelt into a better poſture 
to make his defence at his trial. 
Varus and Herod, on the day following, ſat 


lides. They had cited to appear the king's 
| kindred, and dme his ſiſter, and ſome others; 
= who had been privy to ſome of the actions ſe- 
& cretly tranſacted by him; ſome of them had 
been put to the rack, eſpecially the ſervants 
of Autipater's mother, who ſome ſhort ſpace 
of time before his arrival had been apprehend- 
ed with a letter to the following effect: 
= 7hat he ſhould have a particular regard how he 
W returned into the country, Herod his father ha- 
ving been made acquainted with all his manage- 
nent; and that his only ſafety at preſent re- 
nained in Cæſar, and his beſt care would be 
t to fall into the hands of his father. 
= Upon this Antipater, falling on his knees be- 
fore his father, begged him not to condemn 
him before his cauſe was heard; but to defer 
ging judgment upon him, until he had of- 
er d his juttifications. Bur Herod commanding 
him to withdraw into the midſt of the court 
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Ind aſlembly, lamented his misfortune in be- 
Petting ſuch children, and with tears in his 
os bewailed his ill deſtiny, that had reſerved 

HAntipater to ſhake the laſt remains of his life. 
7 fter this, he recounted the care and vigilance 


me 4 beſtowed in their education and training 


Syria, was at Hieroſolyma, having been draun 


of his brothers, and the deſign he had taxen 


in judgment, attended by their friends on both 


up, and how great riches he had heaped « 54] 
Antipater, even as far as his own deſires had 
extended ; adding, that not all the favours and 


Kindneſſes he had done his children could ſecure 


him from falling into imminent hazards of his 
life, by their arts of ' circumvention and deſign, 
to get poſſeſſion of his kingdom, before either 
the law of nature, his laſt will, or their own 
rights, could challenge the fame. But Antipa- 
ter's behaviour was the greateſt ſurprize to him 
of all the reſt; for he wondered. at his pre- 
ſumption; and could not help being aſtoniſhed 
at his pride in aiming after ſo audacious a man- 
ner; for by his will he had made him heir to 
his kingdom, after his deceaſe; and in his 
life-time, had inveſted him with a ſhare of 
dignity and power equal to himſelf; that his 
annual revenue amounted to fifty talents ; and 
he had furniſhed him with three hundred ta- 
lents to pertorm his.voyage to Rome. Belide, 
he accuſed him of ſeveral malicious and flan- 
derous accuſations againſt his brothers who had 
been murthered ; and told him, if they had 
ſhewed themſelves wicked, why did he imitate 
them? But if they were innocent, how came 


he to produce the malicious inſinuations againſt 


thoſe who were his natural brothers? For in re- 
gard of himſelf, he had never found any thing 
againſt them, but by his report, neither had 
he given ſentence againſt them, but by Anti- 
pater's advice, who for the preſent were ab- 
ſolved by him, becauſe he was become the au- 
thor of their parricide. . 

Herod, while he uttered theſe words, could 
not forbear falling into tears, being unable to 
procced any further ; upon which he begged 
Micolaus Damaſcenus, who was his dear friend, 
ordinarily converſed with him, and was privy 
to every thing that had paſſed, to proſecute the 
remaining part of the charge againſt him. Au- 
tipater finding this, turned about to his father, 
and began to offer ſomething in his own juſtifi= 
cation, by inſiſting upon the favours and kind- 
neiles his father had conſtantly ſhewn him, and 
the honours he had received at his hands, which 
had he been unworthy of them, he would never 
have conferred upon him, alledging, That 
* by his virtue he had prevented all that might 
© have fallen our ; and that in all caſes whete 
© his diligence or labour was requir'd, he had 
by his own induſtry tranſacted every thing; 
that there was no likelihood, he who had 
ſecured his father from the ſeveral treaſon- 
able deſigns of other men, ſhould make him- 
ſelf guilty of the ſame practices. Nor was 
there any reaſon to believe, that he ſhould 
by any act of his, ſtrive to aboliſh that vir- 
tue, of which he had always given ſuch am- 
ple proofs, by any baſe deſign ; the reſult 
of which would be his everlaſting diſhonour ; 
for he had of a long time been named heir 
to his Kingdom, and to have the entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe dignities, of which he had 
already no ſmall ſhare ; wherefore he urged 
the improbability, that he, who might en- 
joy with the utmoſt ſecurity, virtue, and ho- 
nour, the half of all his father had, ſhould 
pretend to aim, with manifeſt infamy and 
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* diſgrace, the whole; nay, with any incer- 


© tainty.of obtaining the ſame. That the pu- 
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© Jove, and by your extraordinary vigilance and 
© care in taking meaſures to provide for his 
© health, called me to him, and ſaid, Oh, my 
dear wife, I am circumvented by Antipater, 
© who, by his pernicious advice and 'deviliſh 
© ſchemes, wants to deprive his father of his 
© lite, and rob me of an affectionate friend; 
© know therefore, that ſince my brother's love 
© js {till continued the ſame unto me, and re- 
© mains as uſual, and that I cannot think my 
© hour of death is far off: Heaven avert, that 
© J, jult ready to take my reſt with my foreta- 
© thers, ſhould preſent them with a ghoſt foil'd 
© and tinctur'd with my brother's blood; go 
© therefore, and burn this poiſon before mine 
© eyes. Upon this I inſtantly went according 
© as my husband had ordered me, brought and 
© burnt the greateſt part of the poiſon ; bur 1 
© have preſerved the reſt, that if, after my huſ- 
© band's death, you ſhould treat me rigoroully, 
© jt might ſerve me to eſcape thoſe torments 
© that would happen to me.“ Having thus 
declared herſelf, the produced the poiſon, and 
the box in which it was preſerved. After this, 
another brother of Antiphilus, and the mother 
of both of them, being alſo put to the rack, 
were, by the extreme torments they endured, 
forced oo confeſs the ſame, and own the box. 
The daughter of the high-prieit, who was one 
of Herod's wives, was Charged with having had 
a hand in the buſineſs; upon which he put her 
away from him, and cancelled her fon's name 
out of his will, ro whom he had leit his king- 
dom after his deceaſe. Beſide, he abdicated 
$1104, the fon of Hreths, from the prieſthood, 
who was his father-in-law, and put in his room 
Matthias, the ſon of Thecphilus, an Hieroſolo- 
ite by birth. 

\While things were thus carry ing on, Bathyl- 
Its, Antipater's freed man, returned from Rome, 


WhO being put to the rack, contefled he had 


CHAP.-Y; 


Antipater ſails from Rome, and comes to his Father; is accuſed by Nicolaus the Di 
malecne, and capitally condemned by his Father: Upon which be is thrown into 


Priſon by Quintilius Varus, he Syrian Governor, and cloſely confined, till Czlat 


becomes acquainted with the Affair. 


H RO D keeping his reſentments ſtifled 
within his breaſt, returned anſwers to the 
letters his ſon Antipater ſent him, in which he 
{trictly commanded, as ſoon as he had termi- 
nated his affairs, to haſten homewards, for fear 
his long abſence might be attended with con- 
ſequences prejudicial to him: Beſide, in a ve- 
ry mild manner, he complained of his mother ; 
but aſſured him he would pardon the fault up- 
on his return. He gave Antipater all the out- 
ward ſigns of a ſincere affection to him, ap- 
prehending leſt he, entertaining any ſuſpicious 
thoughts, ſhould delay his journey home, and 
ſtaying too long at Rome, endeavour at ſome 
piece of treachery, equally detrimental both to 
his life and his kingdom. Antipater received 
theſe letters at Tarentum, and alſo others in 
Cilicia, in which he was acquainted with the 
death of Pheroras. This news extremely de- 
jected him, not for the cordiality he had for 


promiſed him. Upon his arrival at Clende, 
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brought poiſon with him, to give to Aut 
mother. and Pheroras, with a deſign, if th 

firſt poiſon happened not to do its büſineſs ae 
fectually with the king, they might 
him out of the world with diſpatch, male { 
of the other. Herod's friends at Rome. alſo 0 . 
him letters, which were artificially contrived 
by the means of Antipater, to accuſe Arch 

laus and Philip, for often recalling to mind * 
cataſtrophe of Ariſtobulus and Alexander. ; 
petrated by their father, and for lamentin 

roo much the melancholy fate of them wh 

were innocently betray'd ; and that they were 
now ſent back into the country with no Other 
view, than, upon their arrival, to be made par 
takers of their brother's miſerable deſtiny. 7 
rod came to the knowledge of theſe things from 


Ihater's 


ſineſs ef. 
do take 


r, per- 


the intimation Antipater's friends gave him at 
them, who ſaid, they had been wo 
to that end by the large preſents he had made 
them. Antipater alto wrote him a letter, where. 
in he gloſſed over an artifice, and ſeeming! 
excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, he imputed the 
words they had ſpoke, to their indiſcretion aud 


youth. 


In the mean time he buſied himſelf in takins 
eftectual meaſures ro accuſe Sy/lzns : and in 
that end, bought the friendſhip of ſome ot the 
moſt principal Romans, by the preſents he made 
them or the richeſt jewels he could procure 
which coſt him upwaras of two hundred ralencs, 
Now this is matter of ſurprize, that conlider- 
ing affairs of deep agitation were carrying on 
againſt him, at leaſt, ſeven months before his 
arrival in Fudea, he yet had no ſecret or open 
intimation of them But we may probably pre- 
ſume, that the diligent ſearch conſtantly kept 
upon the highways, and the hatred every one 
had conceived to Antipater, were the true occi- 
ſion ; for not one ſingle perſon would involic 
himſelt ſo far as to endeavour at his ſecurity. 


Pheroras, but for the thoughts he entertained 
of his dying, before he had taken away fit 
his father, as he had contrived his ſcheme, and 


a City in Cilicia, he had ſtrong doubts up 
him, whether or no he ſhould return, h 
mother's diſgrace in being baniſhed Hd 
court, ſitting extremely upon his ſpirits, A" 
to heighten the diſorder he was in, his friends 
were variouſly inclined to him as to op1\'o 
ſome of them adviſed him to remain in {00 
place, and wait the event of the troubles ow 
ſubſiſting; but others, of quite different ſent! 
ments, counſelled him to haſten his recur n 
much as poſſible ; for his preſence would fil 
an effectual means to ſurmount all the objec- 
tions alledged againſt him, his abſence n 1. 
been the ſole cauſe of corroborating rhe F 
his enemies had taken againſt him. This dh 
advice had more weight with him, and 46h, 
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ingly embark'd, and came at laſt into _ _ 
f Sebaſte, fo called, and erected by _ 
with great expence, in honour of Ceſar. Hence 
it plainly appears, that deſtruction was hover- 
ing over Antipater's head ; for no man came to 
compliment or receive him at his landing, as 
they had done upon his raking ſhipping, with 
loud acclamations and other demonſtrations: of 
joy. On the contrary, the ſcene was changed, 
and with great freedom and boldneſs they ſpoke 
againſt, curſed, and told him that he was me- 
ricoriouſly puniſhed for the injuſtice he had done 
his Rog. oe ĩ ĩ ĩ on S 
Much about this ſame time Ouintilius Varus, 
who ſucceeded Saturninus in the government of 
Syria, was at Hieroſolyma, having been drawn 
thither at Herod's requeſt, to give him his aſ- 
liſtance and advice in his preſent difficult and 
weighty affairs. Whilſt theſe two were de- 
bating and adviſing upon matters by them- 


gined it, entered the palace, clad; in the pur- 
ple garment he conſtantly had worn, The 
guards before the gates ſuffered him to have 
admittance, but his followers were excluded. 
This firſt ſtep gave him ſudden apprehenſions, 
and his ſpirits ſunk, as he ſaw into what a con- 
dition he had thrown himſelf, Beſides, upon 
his coming up to his father, Herod thruſt him 
from him, and accuſed him with the murther 
of his brothers, and the deſign he had taken 
to poiſon him, he acquainted him, Varus thould 
the next day both hear and determine of his 
pernicious deligns. "Theſe words, and the un- 
expected calamity that hung over his head, en- 
tirely diſheartened him; upon which he -with- 
drew in great diforder, but in his way met his 
mother and his wife, who was daughter of An- 
tigouus, king of Fudea before Herod, and was 
advertiſed of every thing that had happened; 
whereupon he put himſelt into a better poſture 
to make his defence at his trial. 
Varus and Herod, on the day following, ſat 


in judgment, attended by their friends on both 


lides. They had cited to appear the king's 
kindred, and Same his ſiſter, and ſome others; 
who had been privy to ſome of the actions ſe- 
cretly tranſacted by him; ſome of them had 
been put to the rack, eſpecially the ſervants 
of Antipater's mother, who ſome ſhort ſpace 
of time before his arrival had been apprehend- 
ed with a letter to the following effect: 
= That he ſhould have à particular regard how he 
returned into the country, Herod his father ha- 
vin been made acquainted with all his manage- 
ment; and that his only ſafety at preſent re- 
maiued in Cæſar, and his beſt care would be 
t to fall into the hands of his father. 

= Upon this Antipater, falling on his knees be- 
fore his father, begged him not to condemn 
him before his cauſe was heard; but to defer 
Sling judgment upon him, until he had of- 
ter d his juſtifications. But Herod commanding 
him to withdraw into the midſt of the court 
and aſſembly, lamented his misfortune in be- 
setting ſuch children, and with tears in his 
ys bewailed his ill deſtiny, that had reſerved 
an Antipater to ſhake the laſt remains of his life. - 
Alter this, he recounted the care and vigilance 
| he 12 beſtowed in their education and training 


ſelves, Autipater, before any perſon even ima- 
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up, and how great riches he had heaped u pon 
Antipater, even as far as his own deſires had 
extended; adding, that not all the favours and 
kindneſſes he had done his children could ſecure 
him from falling into imminent hazards of his 
life, by their arts of circumvention and deſign, 


to get poſſeſſion of his kingdom, before either 


the law of nature, his laſt will, or their own 
rights, could challenge the ſame. But Anti pa- 
ter's behaviour was the greateſt ſurprize to him 
of all the reſt; for he wondered at his pre- 
ſumption, and could not help being aſtoniſhed 
at his pride in aiming after ſo audacious a man- 
ner; for by his will he had made him heir to 
his kingdom, after his deceaſe; and in his 
life-time, had inveſted him with a ſhare: of 
dignity and power equal to himſelf ; that his 
annual revenue amounted to fifty talents ; and 
he had furniſhed him with three hundred ta- 
lents to perform his voyage to Rome. Belide, 
he accuſed him of ſeveral malicious and ſlan- 
derous accuſations againſt his brothers who had 
been murthered ; and told him, if they had 
ſhewed themſelves wicked, why did he imitate 
them? But if they were innocent, how came 
he to produce the malicious inſinuations againſt 
thoſe who were his natural brothers? For in re- 


gard of himſelf, he had never found any thing 


againſt them, but by his report, neither had 
he given ſentence againſt them, but by Anti- 
pater's advice, who for the preſent were ab- 
ſolved by him, becauſe he was become the au- 
thor of their parricide. . 
Herod, while he uttered theſe words, could 
not forbear falling into tears, being unable to 
procced any further ; upon which he begged 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus, who was his dear friend, 
ordinarily converſed with him, and was privy 
to every thing that had paſſed, to proſecute the 
remaining part of the charge againſt him. An- 
tipater finding this, turned about to his father, 
and began to offer ſomething in his own juſtifi- 
cation, by inſiſt ing upon the favours and kind- 


neiles his father had conſtantly ſhewn him, and 


the honours he had received at his hands, which 
had he been unworthy of them, he would never 
have conferred upon him, alledging, That 
by his virtue he had prevented all that might 
© have fallen out; and that in all caſes where 
© his diligence or labour was requir'd, he had 
© by his own induſtry tranſacted every thing 
© that there was no likelihood, he who had 
© ſecured his father from the ſeveral treaſon- 
© able deſigns of other men, ſhould make him- 
« ſelf guilty of the ſame practices. Nor was 
c there any reaſon to believe, that he ſhould 
by any act of his, ſtrive to aboliſh that vir- 
tue, of which he had always given ſuch am- 
ple proofs, by any baſe deſign; the, reſult 
of which would be his everlaſting diſhonour ; 
for he had of a long time been named heir 
to his kingdom, and to have the entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe dignities, of which he had 
already no ſmall ſhare ; wherefore he urged 
the improbability, that he, who might en- 
joy with the utmoſt ſecurity, virtue, and ho- 
*.nour, the halt of all his father had, ſhould 
6, pretend to aim, with manifeit infamy and 
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* diſgrace, the whole; nay, with any incer- 


© tainty.of obtaining the ſame. That the pu- 
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© niſhments his brothers had ſuffered, whom 
he had voluntarily diſcloſed and accuſed, 
at ſuch time as they were hidden, was pro- 
cured by him, who, had he thought it neceſ- 
ſary, might have concealed them, and whoſe 
wickedneſs to their father, after it was prov'd, 
he himſelf had revenged upon them; and (as 
he ſaid) he did not repent himſelf of what 
he had done; for the action was a plain and 
evident proof of the inviolable love he bore 
his father. As to his tranſactions at Rome, 
Ceſar himſelf was a witneſs of them, who 
could no more be deceived than God him- 
ſelf; of which theſe letrers were teſtimonies, 
which he himſelf had wrote, and which, in 
the balance of equity, ought ro have the 
ſame weight allowed them, as the ſlanders 
of thoſe perſons who endeavour'd to make a 
rupture between them; the ma jority of which 
his adverſaries had had ſuffictent opportunity 
to level againſt him, during his abſence, 
which his preſence would entirely have pre- 
vented. In the concluſion he inſiſted, that 
all rhoſe confeſſions extorted by torments, 
' were not to be depended upon, ſince it is but 
roo commonly the caſe, that ſuch as are put 
to the trial, diſcloſe many things by force of 
torments that are untrue, to humour thoſe 
that rack them. In tine, he asked no favour, 
and offered to be put to the rack to juſtity 
his own innocency. | 
This declaration confounded the whole audi- 
ence, for every one ſeemed to compaſſionate 
him. When they beheld him overwhelmed in 
tears, his very adverſaries could not refrain from 
pitying him; and Herod himielt gave evident 
Gens his reſolution was wavering, notwithſtand- 
ing he uſed the utmoſt efforts he could to con- 
ceal his mind. Nicolaus however, according as 
he had been requeſted, proſecuted the charges 


A 


which the king had begun, urging all things 


to the fartheſt point, and producing all rhe 
witneſſes, and the proofs that had been gather*d 
from the perſons who had been tortured: © He 
e inſiſted very largely upon the king's virtues, 
© which he had fully demonſtrated in the care 
© and education he had ſhewn of his children, 
© for which he had been ſo barbarouſly and un- 
< juſtly requited; beſides, that his firſt ſon's 
© foolith raſhneſs was not ſo much to be won- 
« der'd at; for being young and docile, they 


© had been corrupted by the pernicious counſel 


c of thoſe about them, and had rather, through 
© an ambitious hope of government, than any 
« conſideration of accumulating riches, put from 
© their breaſts the reflection of what they ſtood 
« indebted to nature; on the contrary, Antipa- 
© zer*s actions appeared in too glaring a point of 
light, to bezexcuſed of boldneſs and wonder, 
© for he, more inhuman than the moſt ſavage 
© beaſts, which are always ſcen to bear a ſenſe 
© of their benefactors, was nothing mollified 
< with his father's great indulgence, nor terrified 


c with the diſaſters that befel his brothers, but 


c muſt needs imitate them in their unrelentin 
© behaviour. And you yourſelt, (ſaid he) Anti- 


© pater, was judge of the treaſonable practices 


© they deſigned to put in execution; by you 
© they were accuſed, and you yourſelf was the 


$ perſon who inflicted the puniſhment upon them 


4 o 
a as ſoon as convicted. We do not Atfalloy. 
' that the indignation with which you Profecy. 
: ted them, was jaft ; but our aſtoniſhment 4 
; that you ſhould copy after their intemperance 
and we eaſily conclude the actions you ha, 
performed, were not calculated for your 1 
533 gf : a 
ther's ſecurity, but deſtruction of your bro. 
© thers ; that under colour of thewing an abho; 
© rence of their malice, you might by ſoch 
5 method the more artfully inſinuate yourſsls 
© 1nto the farther favour of their and your fa 
Ather, to the end afterwards more ſecure] " * 
* bring about his deſtruction, which: Wo Y 
length have given proofs to perform; tor it 5 . 
© a matter inconteſtable; that your denouncin 
death to your brothers, and pardoning their 
© accomplices; declares a kindneſs for then 
© whoſe aſſiſtance you hoped to have made uſe 
© of hereafter, in oppreſſing your father. Upon 
this ground you have received the fatisfaGtion 
© of a double pleaſure; the one openly, as if 
© rejoicing, by your brothers death, you had 
« performed an action worthy of honour : and 
the other ſecretly, with endeavonring by gen. 
cer wickedneſs, but more ſecret artifice: t put 
an end to the lite of your father, the terenger 
© of whoſe injuries you pretend to be. II you 
© had really entertained any ſentiments abhyr- 
© rent of their pernicious malice, yon would 
© never have ſet their ways as an example betore 
« you to copy after; for then you had not taken 
* them away for committing crimes that were 
« anſwerable to your own tranſgreſſions, but be- 
* cauſe they had a title to the kingdom more 
« ſolid than you could ever pretend to. You 
© have had the artifice to join the murther t 
your father, with the maſſacred bodies ot your (RE 
brothers, tor fear you ſhould unexpeRted]y be 
© convicted of your male practices againſt them; 
and ro the end the puniſhment you well de- 
© ſerve ſhould fall upon your untortunarte father, 


5 Yn a o . 
c 

S 
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you have meditated the baſeſt parricide, and 


© the moft barbarous and unuſual murther, that 
* the like has never been heard of to this day; 
for you his ſon have projected theſe treaſol- 
© able ſchemes, not only againſt your father, but 
© againſt him, whoſe affection to you was ex- 
« ceeding, and whoſe good offices ought never 
© to be forgotten; beſide, you have had aCtval 
participation of the government with your fe. 
« ther, who had appointed you his ſucceſſor and 
© heir to his kingdom, ſo that you had all the hopes 
© 1n the world, both now, and for the future, © 
© think of enjoying the ſovereignty, both by tbe 
© will and writing of your father. But your c- 
© tions have not at all correſponded to the I. 
© tue of your father, but ro your own boundies 
« appetite and malice, as you have intended 10 
« deprive a father of his part, who had gravt* 

© you the whole, and ſought in effect to put d 
death him, whom you pretend by your words 
© to have protected heretofore ; and got conte 
© with being yourſelf a projector of vilam” 
© defigns, your mother by your artful meaſires 
© has been induced to come into your {chem 
and inſtead of a cordial: friendſhip that V. 4 
to have ſubliſted between brothers, j® Mit 
© filled your father's family with nothins w 
* feud and animoſities: Beſide, yon bob 
the preſumption to: ſtile your father a * 


— 
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hen, at the ſame time, you are more — 2 
nant than the moſt poiſonous ones, as you "hy 
darted your poiſon againſt your deareſt friends, 
and thoſe who have deſerved the beſt ar your 
hands, ſtrengthening ouſelt with his guards, 
and divers other practices of men and women 
againſt one old man, as if the pernicious 
thoughts of your mind were not ſufficient bo 
execute your hateful purpoſes; and even at- 
ter fo many men and women, flayes and freed- 
men, put to torments purely on your account, 


* 


K aW aa a ea. n - <0 g a: 


monies of the partizans of your conſpiracies, 
you perſiſt in the utmoſt obſtinacy, and wich- 
ſtand the truth; and yon who entertained 
hopes of depriving yout father of his lite, 
endeavour, by all poſſible means, to annul the 
hw provided againſt ttanfgreſſors like you, 
and entirely, O Varus, tytannize over all the 
juftice and equity in the world, Can you 
© haye the boldneſs to charge thoſe who have 
© been put to the rack, with falſhood, that you 
© may invalidate their credit, who were the pre- 
« ſervers of your father's life ? Think you we 
c 


a % g& FX m 


A 


will believe you more than them in their tor- 

ments? Will not you, O Varus, free the king 

from the injurious treatment. of thoſe who are 
his own fleſh and blood? Will not you put 
this inhuman man to death, who, under co- 
jour of affection to Hs father, hath put his 
brothers to death; ant who hath in the end 
been difcovet*d to be the moſt mortal enemy 
© of all, with a deſign at one inſtant to thruſt 
« himſelf into the poſſeſſon of the kingdom? 
© You know parricide is no private crime, but 
an injury detrimental to lite and nature, which 
is equally to be abhorred in the thoughts, as 
© in the deed ; and he who refrains giving due 
punifhment to fo enormous a crime, is an ap- 
parent enemy to our common mother nature.” 

Having made an end of this ſpeech, he in- 
ſifted upon fome other points, touching Anti- 
pater's mother, which by a womaniſh weakneſs 


ſhe had divulged; and were, that ſhe asked 


counſel of ſoothſayers and conjurers, to whom 


the kingdom thouki deſcend ; and that ſhe had 


made ſacrifices, and offered up prayers for the 
death of the king. Beſide, he recounted the 
laſcivious behaviour Antipater had ſhewn with 
Pheroras's women in entertainments, amours, 
and wanton interludes, and laid open all the 
informations that had been given by thoſe who 
had been put to the rack, with ſeveral other 
teſtimonies of other perfons, ſome of whom 
nad been ſuborned, and others were found out 
to be true; for all people perceiving Antipa- 
ter accuſed by thoſe who had the government 
in their hands, and that the good ſucceſs which 
had conſtantly attended upon him, had now 
thrown him into the hands of his adverſaries, 
they ſoon made an open diſcovery of the in- 
turmountable hatred they had conceived to 
him. Indeed, their fear of him before had 
made them very ſilent ; but the hatred of other 
men was not of ſo bad conſequence te him, 
as his own wickedneſs, which was his mortal 
Ay 2 r father, and his breach of al- 

n againſt his brothers d his fa- 
ther's houſhold with mutin; yon abby & 


| les and diſſentions, 
and murders; ſome of which had been plotted, 


and after the moſt open and manifeſt teſti- 


and others ated by him; in all which he had 
neither given place to hatred, according to juſ- 
tice, not to love, according to good affection; 
but juſt as his own advantage preſented itſelf 
to him. As the events which happened were 
perceived by perſons of forelight long before, 
they judged of them when they did fall out, 
juſt 145 85 had reaſon, and ſpoke barely their 
opinions of them, as they were not biaſfed by 
any ptinciples of hatred, When they were ſhur 
up, they were loud in their complaints and ex- 


clamations againſt Antipater ; but no ſooner 


were their grounds of fear removed, than they 
divulged every thing they knew. Divers enor- 
mities which Anutipater had committed, were 
produced, yet nothing ſcemed to be feigned, 
for the accuſers neither ſpoke in favour of the 
king, nor was their fear any obſtruction to what 
they wanted to ſpeak, but condemned all An- 
tipater's wicked actions, and judged him worthy 
of death and puniſhment; not ſo much for his 
fathet's ſecurity, as what he juſtly merited ; 
neither did they only actuſe him who were by 


| juſtice bound ſo to do, but ſeyeral other wit- 


neffes ſpontaneouſſy brought in their evidences. 
And though Autipater was a perfect diſſembler, 
and knew all the arts how to cover over his be- 
haviour with the greateſt artifice imaginable, 
yet the proofs brought againſt him were ſo very 
plain, that he could not, without maniteſt pre- 
ſumption, dare to object any thing againſt them. 

As ſoon as Nicolaus had made an end of his 
accuſations, Varus ordered Autipater to make 


his defence to the allegations brought againſt 


him, if he had any thing to urge in his juſtifi- 
cation; for of himſelf he deſired nothing more, 
and was well aſſured Herod his father wiſhed 
no leſs, than that he would juſtify himſelf, and 
maintain his innocency. But he humbling him- 
ſelf to the ground, and lowly bending his body 
to the earth, begged God, who was the ſearcher 
of all hearts, to approve his innocency by ſome 


eminent ſign, how he never had attempted any 


thing to his father's detriment. All wicked men 
have recourſe to this artifice, and as often as 
they have committed any egregious crime, they 
engage themſelves in the worſt wickedneſs, 
without entertaining any ſentiments of God or 
his juſtice ; and when their crimes happen to 
involve them in danger, they are then molt ſure 
to invoke God, as thinking by ſuch a method 
they thall be delivered, becauſe they ſeem to 
commit all things to his determination. This 
makes what we have now hinted true in Anti 
pater, who in all his former actions behaved 
ſo, as it there had been no God at all, that had 
the ſuperintendency of human actions; but 
when he was overtaken in his villainous proce- 
dure, and that the law was no protection to his 
crimes, he made his recontſe to God's power, 
affirming, that he had been reſerved by God to 
this very purpoſe, that he might diligently 
watch over his father's ſafety. 

Varus finding all his interrogations fruitleſs, 
and that he could wreſt nothing from him, but 
only found that he called upon God, and that 
the debate was endleſs, in the manner it was 
carried on, commanded the poiſon to be brought 
out, and ſet before them all, with a deſign to 
make an experiment of its power; which being 

done 
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done accordingly, and given to one condemn'd 
to die, it inſtantly killed him : Upon this he 
roſe up, and departed out of the council, and 
the next day went to Antioch, the chief city 
of the Aſſrians, where for the moſt part he 
reſided. Herod, however, commanded Antipa- 
ter to be put in chains, no man knowing what 
had paſſed between him and Varus; but perſons 
opinions were, that he had done nothing but 
by his order. Upon his impriſoning him, heſenr 
to Ceſar, and wrote his letters to him, with 
complaints about Antipater, which be diſpatch'd 
by certain appointed meſſengers, who might, 
by word of mouth, fully, acquaint him with his 
inſufferable deſigns againſt him. And ar the 
very ſame time there was a letter intercepted, 
ſent by Antiphilus to Antipater, from /Zgypt ; 
the letter being open'd by the king, the follow- 
ing contents were found therein: I have ſent 


you Acme's letter, to the hazard of my own life, 


for you are ſenſible Jam in danger of the diſplea- 
ſure of two mighty f ainilies, if T ſhould, be. diſco- 
wer? I; as for yourſelf, het hint you well of, your 
aftairs in this reſpect. Theſe were the contents. 
Hero made diligent ſearch for other letters, 
but could not find any, for the ſervant of An- 
riphilus, who had brought that which was read, 
abſolutely denied he had any other. But while 
the king was in this doubt, one of his ſervants, 
perceiving that the inſide of the meſſenger's 


coat was newly ſewed, he having two garments 
upon him, and conjecturing that the letters 


might be hid in the folds thereof, as indeed 
they were, ript the ſame open, and found the 
letters; the tenour whereot was to this effect: 


Acme 70 Antipater, G reeting Y 


* 

5 1 conformity to your directions, and I have 
© 1mitated the copy of my letter, as if it had 
© been ſent by Salome to my miſtreſs. I flatter 
© myſelf, when he hath peruſed the ſame, he 
< will puniſh Salome as a traitor to him.” 


But the letter ſuppoſed to be written by Fa- 
Jome, was of Antipater's invention, and in Acme's 
ſtile. The purport of it was to the following 
effect: 5 


Acme to king Herod, Greeting - 
1 Have a tender regard that nothing relating 


© E to your ſecurity, be kept ſecret from you, 
«and having found a letter of Salome, wrote 


| F;iavivs Josttnvus 


© againſt you to my 


to execute her treaſonable deſigns. This 


Have written the letters to your father, in 


Book XVII 
> my miſtreſs, I have with a... 
© ger to my perſon, made a copy Se 
© ſent it unto you; in which ſhe required ſh. 


© might have licence to marry Gllen. f |. 


C 3. ws, : 8 * e 
you to tear this in pieces, leſt t 8 
involve me in ſome hazard of my life, 


The letter ſhe wrote to Anti ater, 15 1 
cover'd ſhe had written theſe monde gi 


according to the directions he had given her A 
3 


if Salome had conſpired to work ſome t 
gainſt him. The copy of theſe * 4 
were ſent in the name of Salome to her miſter, 
was a eweſ's by birth, and a walting _— 
to Fulia, Cæſar's wife, and had done 9 
things to gratify Antipater, who had corry * 
her with a great ſum of money, to aſſiſt Tap 
haſtening the death of his father and aun: : 
Herod, almoſt raving mad at the malicious 
deſigns of Antipater, was actuated by a furious 
deſire to put him immediately to death, as the 
only diſturber in his kingdom, and who ha 
not only meditated his pernicious ſchemes 
againſt him and his ſiſter, but had alſo cor. 
rupted Cæſar's family: Beſide, Salome beatin 
violently her breaſt, and commanding him : 
put her to death, if he was able to prove any 
thing amounting to a capital crime, inſtigated 
him to a more violent degree than ever. Up- 
on this Herod called, and asked his fon (+. 
veral queſtions, and commanded him to ſpeak, 
if he had any thing to ſay in his juſtification, 
and not uſe any manner of artifice or diſimu. 
lation. Antipater perſiſting to give no manner 
of anſwer, Herod then asked him, ſince he wa 
inconteſtably, and by the concurrent appro- 
bation of every body, adjudged guilty, that 
he ſhould inſtantly nominate to him, who had 
been his aſſociates and accomplices in his ſe- 
veral crimes. Upon this he told him, Anti- 
philus was the author of them all, and refuſed 
ro make any farther diſcovery : Herod was ex- 
ceedingly troubled, and now reſolved to fend 
his ſon immediately to Rome, to receive a puniſh- 
ment deſerving of his treaſonable intentiom; 
but apprehending, by the aſſiſtance of his friends, 
he might avoid the danger, he continued hin 
under a ſtrict guard as before, and ſent other 
ambaſſadors to Cz/ar, and a letter to accuſe his 
ſon to him, and to make a diſcovery of An 
ſecret correſpondence to favour his ſiniſter de- 
ſigns, ſending alſo at the ſame time the copies 
of the letters which had been intercepted. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of Herod's Deceaſe, and the Sedition occaſioned thereby ; and of the Puniſoment ine 
ficted upon the Diſfturbers. 


IN the mean time, the ambaſſadors, amply in- 

ſtructed in every thing, how to anſwer to 
the queſtions put to them, and having their let- 
ters of credence with them, haſtened to Rome; 
but Herod, during their journey, fell ill, and 
made his teſtament, in which he bequeathed 
the kingdom to the youngeſt of his ſons, on ac- 


count of the hatred, at Antipater's inſtig 
he had coneeived againſt Arc helaus and Phi 4 
He left Ceſar a thouſand talents, and to 4 
Cæſar'swife, and Cæſar's children, and his — 5 
five hundred talents; he bequeathed 19% 


and penſions, and lands to his fons and nephe s 


He leſt Salome a very conſiderable legicſ i 


| affection ſhe had always bore him 
e cen e of his lite, and for never 
attempting any thing againſt him. Perceiving 
there was no hopes of recovering from his in- 
diſpoſition, being now upwards of ſeventy years 
of age, he was moſt ſurpriſingly frantic, and 
furious, and ſeemed enraged at every body a— 
bout him, becauſe he ſuppoſed the nation de- 
ſpiſed him, and made ſport with his diſtemper 
and misfortunes; ſome of whom, who had more 
than ordinary influence with the people, made 
an inſurection againſt him, and the following 
was the cauſe. | PRE 
udas, the ſon of Sariphæus, and Matthias the 

ſon of Margalot hus, two very eloquent perſons, 
vaſt proficients in the knowledge of the laws, 
and in high veneration with the people, be- 
cauſe they inſtructed the youth; for thoſe who 
had any deſire to arrive at any tolerable 
degree of virtue, daily flock*d to them, hearing 
that the king's illneſs was paſt remedy, ſtirred 
up all the youth to aboliſh all the buildings 
and works the king had made, in diſobedience 
to the laws of their country, that they might 
reap the advantages with a brave contention for 
virtue juſtly intitled them to; for his acting ſo 


much contrary to the tenour of the eſtabliſhed 


inſtitutions, had proved the juſt ground, not 
only of all his paſt miſeties, but the indiſpoſition 
into which he was then thrown. For ſeveral 
of his buildings was repugnant to the preſcrip- 
tions of the laws, againſt which Ja and Mat- 
thias made loud exclamations; for the king 
had erected over the great gate of the temple 
a prodigious large eagle, of great coſt, and 
made of gold; for the law expreſly prohibits 
thoſe, who are deſirous to lead a life agreeable 
to the inſtitutions of the laws, neither to think 
of erecting any images, or endeavouring to fix 
up the reſemblances of any living creatures. 
And upon this ground they ſuggeſted, that the 
eagle ought to be pulled down; and that if a- 


ny one was apprehenſive of death, he might 


draw this glad concluſion, that as he died in 
vindication and defence of his country's inſti- 
tutions, he was to prefer that conſideration to 
any other he could think of; becauſe he would 
leave behind him an everlaſting name, celebrat- 
ed while he lived, and endleſs after his deceaſe. 


execution therefore for fear of danger, ſince death 
was a thing that could not be avoided, ſo 
that ſince by the general courſe of nature they 
muſt die, it would be a glorious thing from them 


in the deſence of virtue; for to die in the exe- 
cution of ſome noble exploit, which cannot be 
atchieved without hazard of danger, their chil- 
dren muſt be richly rewarded - with the fruits 
thereof, and their other parents who ſhould 
outhve them, of what ſex ſoever, ſhonld reap 
the advantages of the exploits they had at- 
chieved. e 
While they were exciting the young men 
with words like theſe, news was. brought of 
the King's death. I his was of conſiderable ad- 
vantage to the doctors: Whereupon, they di- 
rectly went to pull down the eagle, and with 


their axes cut it in pieces, in tlie preſence of a 


; number of perſons then in the temp! U 
_ ple. pon 


Wherefore, that they ſhould not protract the 


to ſacrifice their lives with praiſe and honour 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 417 
this affair coming to the ear of the king's cap- 
tain, who ſuſpecting ſome further and greater 


tumult might be raiſed, he marched out with 


a ſufficient body of men to repel the perſons 


who endeavour'd to take away what the king 


had dedicated, and charging them at unawates | 
(as a mob of people are conſtantly ſeen in con- 
fuſion, and rather enclined to favour a head= 


ſtrong and furious inclination, than the dictates 
of reflection and ſobriety,) who had provided 
nothing for their ſafety, he took forty young 
men, who perſiſted to behave valiantly, and 
with them Judas and Matthias their councel- 
lors, who thought it diſhonourable to yield, 
and carried them to the king, who, upon their 


appearing before him, asked them, If they had 


had the boldneſs to pull down that which he had 
dedicated? ©* We, ſaid they, have of a long 
ce time reſolved to do fo, and accordingly 
© have now put our reſolution in execution, 


© as became good an honeſt men; for we 


© maintain the doctrine of the law, and the 
© honour of God, of whom we are diſciples 
« and worſhippers; and you ought not to ad- 


«© mire that, in contempt of your ordinances, 


© we have preferred the laws which Mo/es has 
< left us in writting, according as he was taught 
© them by God. Belide, we ſhall think it an 
«© happineſs to undergo any kind of death, as 
«© we are thoroughly conſcious to ourſelves, 


cc that we have acted herein not through any 


motive of impiety, but through the love we 


ce have for goodneſs.” 
Every one of them were unanimous in theſe 
ſentiments, and expreſſed the ſame undaunted 


boldneſs throughout their words, as they had 


done in the execution of their deſign. The 
king binding them, ſentthem to Fericho, where 
he convoked an aſſembly of the principal Fews 


there: Upon their meeting together, he aſſem- 
bled them in the theatre, and lying upon his 


palate, by reaſon of his inability to ſtand; ' he 
enumerated the many and tedious hardſhips he 
had ſuſtained for their ſakes, and the vaſt ex- 
pence he had been at in repairing the temple, 
when the Aſſamonean ſons, during the hundred 
and twenty five years they had reigned; had 
not bcen able all that time, to produce ſuch a 
magnificent preſent dedicated to the honour of 
God; and added, that he had endowed the 
temple with large donations, for which he had 
hopes he ſhould obtain a- commendable name 


after his death. He began here to raiſe up his 
voice with ſome emotion, and ſaid, that he 


could not be ſecure from the contumelious uſage 
of ſome as long as he lived, for they had had 


the preſumption in the moſt open manner to 


pull down what he had dedicated, through a 
pretence of reproaching him, but in effect, if 
the thing was thoroughly weighed, it would 
be found nothing leſs than ſacriledge. — 
The aſſembly apprehending His cruelty, 
left his furious paſſion inſtigaring him on to ſome 
ſevere puniſhment, ſhould cauſe him to fall upon 
them, denied that the thing was tranſacted by 
their contrivance or advice, and ſaid, they were 
of opinion the action ought: to be chaſtiſed. 
Indeed Herod ſhewed great moderation to the 
reſt, but he deprived Matthias of the ſacerdo- 
tal honour, as being in ſome part the author of 
| the 
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418 Fr Avius JosErAHUs Book XVII 


the commotion, and inveſted Fozarns, brother 
of Matthias's wife, in the office of the prieſt- 
hood. During the pontificate of Matthias, it 
happened that another prieſt was created, only 
for one day, which was ona ſolemn faſt of the 
Fetus, and the cauſe of it was as follows: This 


Matthias being in the prieſt-hood, in the night 


that preceeded the day of the faſt he thought; 
in a (1) dream he had, that he lay with his wife. 
This circumſtance rendering him incapable to 
perform facrifice, Fo/eph, the ſon of Ellenus, his 
Linſman, was obliged to perform in his room. 
Herod compelled this Matthias to lay down the 


prieſthood; but the other Matthias, who had 


been che author of the late (edition, and fome 
of his confederates, were burned to death; and 
the ſame night happened an eclipſe of the 
moon. 

Herod's illneſs more and more encreaſed up- 
on him, God now requiring a puniſhment due 
to his crimes; for a {low fire confumed him, 
which did not affect the external ſo much as 
the internal parts of the body. Beſide, from 
the fame diſtemper was derived an inſatiable 
deſire of eating, which he was not able to 
withſtand, his entrails ulcerated, and a moſt 
violent cholick ſeiz'd him. His feet had run- 
ning fores, ſwelled, and were of a venomous 
colour, and his ſtomach was no leſs affected. 
His genitals rotted, and produced worms 
and vermin, and every time he was erected, 
he fetched his breath with prodigious pain, 
which threw a moſt nauſeous ſtench about him. 
He had alſo terrible convulſions, and his whole 


body was rack'd in a furious manner. Devout 


men, and thoſe who had placed their ſtudy in 
the nature of ſuch diſtempers as this, ſaid, that 
the various and complicated diſtemper of his 
body, was a puniſhment, which God demanded 
of him for his impieties. But though his pains 
were ſo great, as to ſeem, to outward appea- 
rance, impoſſible to be born, yet he ſtill gave 


figns he hoped to recover, and ſent 

ſicians, whoſe advice and . A 
lowed. in every thing; and accordingly - Ha 
over Fordan, and made uſe of the bath 0 
Calirrhoes, which, beſides they are porable 
have ſeveral other excellent qualifications ;* 
them. "Theſe waters run into the lake, Whi 8 
they ſay is full of Bitumen. When he "a 
here, his phyſicians were of opinion they ou 10 
to refreſh him with the waters, and nccordie 
ly, having dipped him in a tub full of oil, fe 


was taken up agaih, and judged for dead, Bu; 


upon his ſervants lamenting him, he came * 
gain to himſelf; but perceiving there was n, 
likelihood of recovering, he ordered fit 
drachms a-piece to his foldiers. Beſide, fl 
gave a great ſum of money to his officers and 
riends, and then returned back to Jericho 
where being ſeiz d with a profound melanchs. 
ly, he was pufhed on to ſo vaſt an extreme 9 
rage, that he reſolved upon the following hor. 
rid action: After he had commanded all the 
principal men of the nation to come to hin 
(who made a prodigious multitude, as the 
whole nation was convened, and every one o- 
d the edict, which was made capital to dif. 
obey it,) without making any manner of dif. 
tinction between the innocent and guilty, he 
ſhut all of them up in the Hippodrome, and then 
ſending for his ſiſter Salome, and her husband 
Alexas, heacquainted them,“ That being pteſ- 
<« ſed with ſo many calamities about him, he 
«© was not far from death, a thing which e- 
“e very perſon was to bear, and ought to deſire; 
c That the conſideration of dying without a 
“ ſuitable pomp of forrow, as he was a king, 
«© was 4 terrible mortification to him: That 
e he knew very well what diſpoſition of miud 
cc the Fews were in, and a more deſireable cir- 
* cumftance could not happen to them than his 
„death, who had preſumed in his life-time to 
give ſuch teſtimonies of their rebellion, and 


- (#3 The mg ſeems to contradict the Account in the Talmud; for the High-prieſts, in the Nigit 


that uſually preceede 


the ſolemn day of Expiation, were not wont to ſleep for fear of Pollution; and in 


the Book Joma, cap. i. miſe 7. it is read: If be deſired to compoſe bimſelf to veſt, the Junior Priefts mith 
their Fore-fingers {mote and ſaid, My Lord the High-Prieſt, Do you thus ſmite and drive me Sleep 


upon the Pavement. Now becauſe theſe Words ſeem to carry their Confirmation along with them, let none 


| ſe or imagine they are the Invention of ſome Fews; and that they have therefore concluded Mat- 
bias to have done ſo; for what Zacharias Ben Kebutal ſays, is worthy of Credit, fo far as Hiſtory will al- 
low : He fays, That he bat very often read to the Higb-Prieſt on that Night, to prevent bim from far 


ing a-ſleep. How comes . then to verify, that the High. prieſt ſlept that Night? For it àppean, 


from the Teſtimony of the Taimudica! Writtings, that the Cuſtom was for the High- Prieſt to keep .. 
wake that Night; and the reaſon. of this Cuſtom need not be long in — for it 45 keep bn if RE 
unpolluted, which Sleep might poſſibly occaſion him to do. But is it not to be collected from the Jam 
SANage, that ſome other Prieſt never fell into a Sleep or Dream? I frankly confeſs, there is a great Diff 
rence between a Cuſtom, and a thing that may happen. I believe I am right, when I alledge, that the 
Levites always kept themſelves awake in the Night-time in the Temple; and yet it appears from 
Talmud, that ſome were found who ſometimes ſiept. I think one Example inſufficient to invalidate ib 
Authority of what I have mentioned about this Cuſtom; for many doubtleſs at this Time were, and 
had been produced, eſpecially ſince the Prieſts were, juſt as Herod thought fit, changed, and Men of in. 
ious Principals inveſted in the duties of the Prieſthood. 1 will give an Example of this. It 18 mall 
th from, the Law of God, and the Femiſb Writings, that to put the Sickle to the Corn before th 
Oblation Day, which was the ſixteenth Day of the Month Nyſan, was prohibited; yet notwithſtanding 
Reſtriction, the wiſe Men allowed the People of Fericho to reap beſore that Day: And this the Tal 
agrees in. Now if this had been omitted to be put in Writing, as it might eafily have been, and Jah 
or any other Hiſtorian had ſaid, that he came eight Days be the Paiſover from Hierofolyma to Jeu 
but did not meet with his Friends at Home, becauſe they were ſhearing their corn in the Fields; 1 
in this Circumſtance, is Fo/ephus altogether to be taxed with a Falſhood? This is the Method with cue 
Perſons. But I would wave my own Opinion of the Matter, and conclude, that where two Authors ca 
be by any means reconciled together, the Credit of either ought not to be ſuſpeRed. Reland. | 
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Book XVII. of the Antiquities of the Jews: 


« ſhew their diſteſpectful behaviour to the do- 
« nation he had ſet up; upon which it was 
« their duty to give him ſome conſolation 1n 
« his preſent extremity ; for if they would bur 
« conſider within themſelves, they ought to 
« pay to him a more ſplendid and magnificent 
« regard then had been uſually given to other 
« kings; and that the whole nation ſhould ho- 
« nour him with their tears, whom otherwiſe 
« they would not deplore, but by their 2 
« ter and jeſts; wherefore, when they ſaw 
« him give up the ghoſt, they ought to place 
« the ſoldiers about the Hipppodrome,.. as yet 
« unacquainted with his death, (for he would 
te not have it divulged without firſt putting 
« this in execution, ) and to command them to 
« pour their darts upon every one ſhut up there- 
in; by which deed, they would prove the 
ce occaſion of giving him a double joy, while 
« they faithfully performed his laſt dying 
cc will, and honoured him with a remarkable 
ce ſcene of ſorrow." 


i 
«al 4 9 


As he gave theſe commands, he let fall a 
flood of piteous tears, and begged them, by 
the love they bore him as a relation, and the 
fidelity he owed God, not to deny him the 
honour he deſired, which they promiſed to 
perform. Now any man may conjecture the 
diſpoſition of this man, who took, pleaſure in 
what we have obſerved above. And from the 
deſire of life, ſhewed himſelf guilty of the 
barbarity . exerciſed upon his relations, and 
who laid an injun&ion, contrary to the dictates 
of humanity, which was to put the whole na- 
tion into extreme mourning for. the loſs of 
thoſe perſons they held deareſt in the world, 
by commanding one out of every family to be 
put to death, though guilty of no manner of 
injury, and no ctime could be alledged againſt 
them ; . when thoſe perſons, who entertained 
but the ſmalleſt ſhare of virtue in them, in ſuch 
circumſtances, . are wont to lay aſide the juſt, a» 
nimoſities they have harboured againſt rheir 
adverſaries. | 


CHAP, VII. 


Herod endeavours to lay violent Hands upon bimſelf, and ſhortly after orders Antipatet 
to be put to Death, 


HILE he gave theſe commands to his 

relations, . letters came from Rome from 
the Ambaſſadors he had ſent to Cæſar, in which 
he was acquainted, Acme had been put to death 
for aiding Antipater, by Ceſar, in a furious 
paſſion; and Antipater was left to his own diſ- 
poſal, as being his king and father, either to 
baniſh, or put him to death, as he thought 
proper. Herod, upon receiving this Meſſage, 
found great conſolation: Acme's death revived 
his ſpirits, and the liberty given him to puniſh 
his ſon, gave him great relief; in the mean 
while his pains encreaſing, and finding himſelf 
ina condition to eat from his long faſting, he 
called for an apple and a knife, for he was 
uſed to pare his apples with his own hand, 
cut them in pieces, and eat them; having re- 
ceived the knife, he Jook'd about him deſign- 
ing to wound himſelf with it, which he had 
certainly done, had not his couſin AFriabas 
laid hold of his hand, and made a great noiſe ; 
upon which the palace was filled with ſo much 


confuſion and diſorder, as if the king had actu- 
ally been dead. Antipater ſuppoſing his father 
dead, took heart, as if he was upon the point 
of getting his liberty, and obtaining the king- 
dom without any oppoſition; and began to 
talk with the keeper of the priſon about his 
delivery, promiſing him ſeveral large preſents 
both for then and to come, as if this matter 
had been the only thing to be diſputed ; but 
the keeper not only refuſed to do as he had 
deſired him, but x i having received ſeveral 

ſollicitations to that end, he went and ac- 
quainted the king with his intentions: Herod, 
who before was upon no good terms with his 
ſon, when he heard the keeper acquaint him 
with the affair, made a loud exclamation, and, 
though in the greateſt agony and diſtreſs, ſmote 
his head, and erecting himſelf in his bed, 
ordered ſome of his guards to go immediately, 
and without any manner of delay, put Anti- 
pater to death, and buried him in Hyrcania, 
with little or no funeral honour. | | 


CHAP, VIII. 


| » having altered his 
intentions, made his will over again, and 


i 1 | conſtituted Antipas, to whom he had before 

left the kingdom, 

Percas; but he gave the kingdom to Archelaus; 
and to his ſon Philip, brother of Arc helaus, he 


left Gaulonitis, and 7. ti 
| 0 - rachonitis, and Batay 
and Peniages, 0 ng, 


Letrarch; 
annia, and Axotus, 


tetrarch of Galilee and 


over which he ordained him a 
and bequeathed to his ſiſter Salome, 
and Phaſaelides, and 


an ineſtimable value; and he left to 


Y Of Herod's Death, Teſtament, and Funeral. 
zo p alter this, | 


five hundred thouſand drachms of ſtamp'd ſil- 
ver: Beſides, he took care of his other rela- 
tons, to each of whom he gave great tiches 
and annual penſions. He als bequeathed ro 
Cæſar, ten millions of ſtamp'd ſilver, excluſive 
of his gold and ſilver veſſels, and his robes of 
ö «lid, 
Cz/ar's wife, and ſome others, ſive millions. 
Theſe things being performed, he died fivedays 
after he had ſlain Aztipater Having reigned 


after 
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after the death of Antigouus four and thirty 
years, and thirty ſeven years from his firſt be- 
ing created king by the Romans ; having been 
a perſon equally barbarous to eyery one about 
him, and of an unbridled paſſion, and of a 
temper above the dictates of law and reaſon : 
He was indeed favoured. in a great degree by 
fortune, if any man can properly be ſaid fo, 
as having from a private condition of life 
work' d himſelf into a kingdom; and though 
beſet with- innumerable difficulties, had the 


fortunate ſucceſs to extricate himſelf out of 
every one of them, and leave this world 1n a 
very advanced age. As to what reſpects his 


domeſtic concerns, eſpecially his ſons, he ima- 
'gined in his own opinion he was happy, as 
thinking he had gained the ſuperiority over 
his enemies; but in my judgment, I think he 
onght to be reckon'd a very miſerable and an 
unfortunate prince. Lo 5 
lu the mean while Salome and Alexas, before 
the king's death was made known, ſent home 


the perſons, who had been ſhut up in the Hip- 


podrome, telling them, the king had given or- 
ders for them to depart into their ſeveral pro- 
vinces, and look after their eſtates. This was 
a ſenſible obligation to the whole nation, and 
now the king's death began to be every man's 
talk; and Salome and Alexas having aſſembled 
all the militia into the amphitheatre at Jericho, 
firſt of all read a letter, wrote to the ſoldiers, 
in which the king thanked them for their fide- 
lity, and loyal behaviour to him; and begged 
them to preſevere in the like good intentions 
to his ſon Archelaus, whom he had conſtituted 
king. After this P:o/omens, who had the keep- 
ing of the king's ſiguet, read over the will to 
them, and told them, it could not be ratified 
without Cæſar firſt inſpeQed it. Immediately 
after this, loud ſhouts of joy were made in fa- 


vour of Archelaus, and the ſoldiers, according 


to their companies, and the officers profeſſed 
the ſame friendſhip and loyalty to him, as they 


had done to the father, and begged God to be 


propitious and favourable to him. 


Alfter this, they made preparations for the 
king's funeral; in the performance of which, 
Arc helaus ſtrove to render his father's exequies 
as magnificent as could be: To which end he 
provided very coſtly ornaments, that the corpſe 
might be attended with all imaginable pomp; 
which was carried out on a golden litter, em- 
belliſhed with many and various ſtones of great 
value, the cover being of an azure colour, 
and the body cloathed in purple, with a dia- 
dem upon the head; and above that a crown 
of gold, and the right hand bore a ſcepter: 
His ſons, and a great number of his relations 
accompanied the litter; next to theſe were the 
ſoldiers, diſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral nations 


Fairs, to be withirawn. 


* 


in the beginning of their grandeur, the mois 


(1) Herodium, according to Foſephus, lib. xiv. Antiq. c. 25. & de Bell. lib. i. c. 11, & 16 ® 
diſtant from Hieroſolyma ſixty Furlongs, where the Ert 15 2 was carried, 3 
nying the Funeral, full eight Furlongs, according to the 17th Book: How comes it theo, that the ff 
Book of the Wars ſays, That the Body was carried two hundred Furlongs to Herodium? Unleſs 4 
Archelaus had ceaſed from following the Corpſe, the reſt of the Pomp was conducted through a wind) 
Way, that it might appear Herod's Corpſe, was not deprived the Exequics due unto it. a 
(2) Epipbanius has it thus: Some loudly deryanded the tolls, which Herod bad ordained in the pow 


and names, and diſpoſed in the following . 
der: Firſt went the guards; after cham, 80 
of Thracians; after them, the Germans . 3 


an 
after them, the Ganls; every one of them A 


ing clad in their military habits. "Theſe were 


brought up by the reſt of the army, as if the 
had been going out to war under their; ptain 
and centurions; theſe were ſollowed i 15 
hundred ſervants, who carried aromaticks. 
They marched eight furlongs to (1) Herodinm. 
for he was buried there, according to his own 
directions. And in this manner did Herog de 
part this life. = | : 

Archelaus mourned for his father ſeven gay; 
for ſo many days the law of our country * 
quires. When he had finiſhed his mourning and 
given the multitude an entertainment, he ment 


up into the temple, and everyone, whereyer 


he paſſed, followed him with loud acclamg. 
tions, each ſtriving to ſhew how exceedin 
great was his gladneſs. After this aſcendil 
an eminence, on which was placed a golden 
throne, he ſeated himſelf on it, and received 
the people; to whom he diſcovered how grate. 
ful their loyal behaviour was to him; and te. 
turning them thanks, he told them, He w 
not forget the obligations he owed them for lajins 
afide the remembrance of the injuries his father 
had done them; for which he promiſed it ſhould 
be his conſtant endeavour, that nothing ſbouliie 
wanting in him to repay the great marks it 
afettion they had given him + That for the pre 
ſent he would abſtain from the name of a kin, 
but would take upon him the honour of the title 
if Czſar ſbould ratify, by his authority, the th. 
tament his father had wrote. Upon which ground 
he could not accept of the honour, tho' the arnyat 
Jericho had been ſo urgent in putting the diaden 
upon his head, becanſe the will of him uo wa- 
to confirm it to him was uncertain; bit if It 
obtained the kingdom, his favour ſhould never! 
wanting to reward their benevolence and gau 
will, and his conftant endeavours ſhould be in all 
things, to ſhew himſelf better than his father, 
They, as is uſual in the like caſes, with the po- 
pulace, ſuppoſing thoſe who arrived to gteit 
power made a true diſcovery of their ſentiments 


ſoft and courteous Archelans delivered himſel 
to them, the more they praiſed and commend- 
ed him, and delivered in writing, the ſereti 
grants they deſired to be made them: Sone 
were loud in their exclamations for a dimiit- 
tion of the taxes; others inſiſted to have tho 
priſoners ſet free, the great numbers of un 
Herod had for a long kept in confinement 
There were others earneſt in their ſollicitati 
to have the exhorbitant (2) tolls, levied up 
goods in the markets, to be taken off. To! 
which Arc helaus made not the leaſt denial, b. 


£ 


cauſe he endeavoured to gratify 
every thing, e 


Bock XVII. of the dntiquitice of the Je 
the people in having firſt made ſacrifice; ke went and partook 
ſeeming their love as the great- of an entertainment 
eſt advantage to ſecure his kingdom ; and thus friends. 


* * 1 * 


Ws. 


14210 


prepared for him by his 


F743 


* 
4 


CH A p. II. 


TN the mean while, certain eus aſſembling 
1 together, through a deſire of ſome change 
in the government, were concerned for t e 
death of Matthias and his followers, whom 
Herod had flain ; for the apprehenſions they 
entertained of Herod, had deprived them of 
performing the honour of their exequies, be- 
F cauſe they lay under condemnation of death, 
for the golden eagle they had pulled down: 
This conſideration made them heavily lament 
their loſt friends, and they threw ſeveral ſcan- 
6 dalous and reproachful aſperſions againſt the 
bn! deceaſed king, as if by ſuch a procedure they 
1 could adminiſter comfort to their friends; ac- 
cordingly, having met together in one place, 
they endeavour'd to induce Archelaus to re- 
venge their ill treatment upon the perſons He- 
rod held in eſteem; and, in the firſt place, to 
abdicate the prieſt Her had conſtituted, and 
ſubſtitute in his room one better qual ified ac- 
cording to the laws, and of a more virtuous 


+5 
8 


Arc helaus, though he diſliked this bold attempt 
of theirs, yet condeſcended to id, becauſe he 
was ready to go his journey to Rome, which 
he had propoſed, in order to know the inten- 
tions of Cæſar about him: Wherefore ſending 
EF an officer to uſe his perſuaſions with them, to 
make them lay aſide the deſire of revenge the 
wanted, and to conſider their triends had ſuf- 
fered puniſhment, according to the law, and 
their demands were couched 1n very affronting 
terms, and the preſent time required delibera- 
tion, and there was an abſolute neceſſity to main- 
tain peace, till he came back to them contirm'd 
in his kiugdom, by the approbation of Cæſar, 
when he promiſed he would enter into a conſul- 
tation with them about what they required, and 
it would be much better for them in the mean 
time to remain peaceable, leſt the imputation 
of ſcuition ſhould be thrown upon them. 
Archelais having given the captain this leſ- 
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they with great preſumption would not ſuffer 
him to ſpeak a word, and threaten'd him or 
any other perſon with death, who durſt take 
upon him to ſpeak any thing openly, that en- 

deavoured to convince them of their miſtake, 
or reclaim them from their headſtrong attempts, 
eſteeming their own wills of greater importance 


thinking themſelves highly affronted, if they 

did not obtain, now Herod was dead, a method 
ot revenge for the loſs of their dear compa- 
nions, who had been lain in his life-time. Be- 

ſides, they were by ſo much the more enra- 
WT B<d, as they imagined that to be law and juſ- 
ce, in which they found their pleaſure con- 
3 F being buoyed up with extreme gladneſs, 


* 5 
ve * * * 
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lite, to pertorm the function of the prieſthood. 


ſon, ſent him to acquaint them with it; but 


. than the authority of their 8 and 


Hole be People raiſed a Sedition againſt Archelaus ; and bow be went to Rome: 


they were going to be revenged on thoſe they 
believed to be their -worſt enemies; and tho? 
Archelaus deputed ſeveral perſons to go and 
confer with them, ahd ſome, not by nf com- 
mand of his, but of their own accords; went 
and endeavoured to reduce them to better ſen- 
timents, yer none were permitted to make the 
leaſt remonſtrance, In fine, their angry diſpo- 
ſition was attended by a ſedition, which re- 
ceived a conſiderable increaſe by the great 
number of perſons who joined the adherents. . 
Near about this time approached the feſtival; 
in which our laws prohibit us to eat fermented 
bread, (for this feitival is called the paſſover, 
and iuſtituted in remembrance of their depar- 
ture out of Ægypt, which they celebrate with 
reat rejoicings ; and the cuſtom is then; to 
ill a greater number of victims than in any 
other ſolemnity, and vaſt crowds of people from 
all parts of the country, and other places out 
of its territories, aſſembled to it, on account of 
religion.) The diſturbers of the peace extreme- 
ly lamenting Judas and Matthias, the ex- 
pounders of the law, had their aſſemblies in 
the temple, where they had ftore of proviſions, 
which they had procured by begging. Arc he- 
laus apprehending from their inſolent proce- 
dure, ſomething of worſe conſequence might 
happen, ſent a centurion, at the head of a com- 
pany of ſoldiers, to reſtrain the fury of their 
farther progreſs, before the contagion had 
ſpread itſelf through the reſt of the multitude, 
and to bring to him thoſe whoſe preſumprion 
puſhed him on to toment the ſedition : Thoſe 
who favoured the faction of the expounders of 
the law, by their exclamations and loud mur- 
muring, ſo irritated the people againſt them, 
that they made an attack upon the ſoldiers, and 
being very near them, threw ſtones upon the ma- 
jor part of their body. The centurion, and ſome 
few others being wounded, made their eſcape, 
and after this, they fell to ſacrificing again. 
Archelaus ſeeing himſelf likely to be reduced 
to great danger, unleſs a ſtop was put to the 
late furious attempt of the multitu e, ſent all 
the ſoldies and horſemen, to prohibit thoſe 
who were without, to give any aſſiſtance to 
thoſe within the temple; and to put to the 
ſword thoſe who had eſcaped the infantry, 
and were in hopes of being out of danger. * 
ſhort, about three thouſand men were flain by 
the cavalry, and thoſe who eſcaped, took re- 
tuge in the neighbouring mountains. Archelaus 
ordered a proclamatiog to be iſſued out, in 
which he commanded eyery one to returg 
home, which they obeyed accordingly, and tho' 
emboldened by the novelty of the adminiſtra- 
tion, they, apprehenſive af ſome worſe conſe... 
7 left the feſtival. monte: 


Aker 


4.22 
After this Arc helaus went down to the ſea, 
in company with his mother, carrying along 
with him VMeolaus and Ptolomens, and ſeveral. 
other friends, and leaving the care of his family, 
and admmiſtration of his kingdom, to the ma- 
nagement ot his brother Phllip; alſo. Some, 
the ſiſter of Herod, accompanied him, together 
with their children, and ſeveral other relations, 
under colour of aſſiſting Arc helaus in his ob- 
taining the kingdom, but in effect to give him 

poſition, and principally to complain about 
what had been tranſacted in the temple. Ar- 
chelaus was met at Ceſarean by dab nis, Cæſar's 
procurator in Hi, who was haſting into Fr 
dea, to guard Herod's money, but Varus getting 
the ſtart of him, diverted him from his journey, 
for he came upon the ſollicitation ot Archelaus 
by Prolomæus, and to compliment Varus Ja 
b:nus neither oftered to ſeize upon the caſtles 
of Judea, nor to put his ſigner upon the trea- 
ſure, bur leit it to Archelaus, xill Ca ar had 
determined of it; and after he had given him 
this permiſſion, he went and reſided at Ce ſaie; 
but after Arche/ans had fer fail tor Rome, and 
Varus was departed into Antiochia, Sahinns 
went to Hieroſolyma, and ſeized upon the pa- 
lace; and afterwards ſending for the governor 
of the garriſons, and all others in the dmini- 
ftration, he diſcovered he would exact an ac- 
count of their tranſactions, and diſpoſe of their 
caſtles according as he pleaſed. Notwithſtanu- 
ing this procedure, the garriſons remained 
ſteady to the orders Archelaus had left them, 
and defended every thing he had commanded 
them, tho* not with a pretence of preſerving 
them for Cz/ar. | 

About this time Antipas, Herod's ſon, failed 


to Rome, in order to obtain the government, 


being buoyed up with hopes of reigning, from 
the promiſe Salome had made him, as having 
a better title to the kingdom, having been 
made and conſtituted king in the former vill, 
which ought to be more valid than the latter 
teſtament. He took along with him his mo- 
ther and Ptelomæus, the brother of NVicholauns, 


once Hercd's eſpecial friend, and then entirely 


devoted to his intereſt, Bur the perſon who 
principally induced him to put in his claim to 
the kingdom, was Irenevs, a rhetorician, and 
who, for the vaſt fame of his eloquence, was 
intruſted with the management of the princi- 
pal affairs of the nation ; ſeveral perſons uſed 
their remonftrances with him to bring him over 
to the ſide of Archelaus, as the elder brother, 
and who had been named king in the ſecond 
will, but all their aims were ineffectual. Upon 
his arrival at Rome, all his relations joined him, 


Fravivs Jo SEPHAUS 


not through any love they bore him, but +; 


N pl ace him in the kingdom, And Sabinus accuſe 


ſhew their hatred to Archelans. bein 
to regain their liberty, and live unde 
tection of the Roman governor : Beſgge. ; 
they found his affairs not ſucceed, elle : 
Antipas to tavour their ſeveral deſites rg, 
than Archelaus, they were reſolve to * 
Antitpas all the aſſiſtance they were able 
in ſeveral letters he wrote to Cæſar, Arch Bm 

Archelans having ſent a letter to e 
which he endeavoured to defend his right, 1 
alſo the will of his father, and Prolomeys Pit 
an account of Herod's money; and his ( os 
eagerly waited for the event. Cæſar 3 g 
peruſed the letter, as alſo the letters Jr, 
and vabinus had ſent him, and learning ag 
much money was left, and what were the an 
nual revenues of the kingdom, and thar Anti 
pas had diſpatched another epiſtle to him tg 
put in his claim to the government, he convo- 
ked his friends to hear their opinions, aud 
among them Cains, the ſon of Agrippa and 
Julia, daughter of Auguſtus, but whom he had 
adopted, to whom he gave the precedence, 
and ordered any perſon who would; to pro- 
nounce what opinion he thought beſt in the 
preſent circumitances. Upon this Antipater 
the ſon of balome, a man of conſummate clo. 
quence, and a proteſt enemy to Archelaus, was 
the niſt who itood up, and thus ſpoke : That 
Archelaus's behaviour in putting in his clain 
to the kingdom, was nothing elle but plain baf- 
Aing and ridicule, as he had thruſt binſelf 
into the kingdom before Cæſar's conſent gare li 
beriyto aoſo; and he objected to him, the pre- 
ſumption he bad ſhewn, in putting to death ſo 
mau) perſons upon a feſtival ; who, had their 
aftions been wicked, yet ought to have been re- 
ſerv'd for puniſi ment by a foreign and laufi 
power, and nct to have been ſo audaciouſly cha- 
ftized by a man, who, if he be regarded as « 
king, commits a manifeſt injury to Ceſar, 1s 


Q deſi rous 


(1) not Knowing yet, what be will determint 


about him. But if he be looked upon as a pri- 
vate man, the caſe then is far worſe, becauſe 
he had no right, during his putting in his clam 
to the regal dignity, to have Czlar allow hin 
any thing; for ſuch a ſtep was the way. to de- 
prive Cæſar of the authority he had over then. 
Beſide, he charged him with making ſever 
changes among the officers of the army, and jeat- 
ing himſelf on the royal throne, and dcterni- 
ning of controverſies, as if he had been real 
king, and approving of the publick demands 0 
the people; and, in fine, tranſuctiug every thii, 
by his own authority, ſo that his mind could/i;r 


(1) Epipbanius turns this Paſſage thus: Who, ſuppoſing they acted injuriouſly, ought nevertheleß to be 


4 


legally inveſted. Ibbetſon. 


6 2 by others, who could have reſtrained them by a lawful and deputed Power; for it was not right 

e ſhould take the Chaſtiſement ſolely to himſelf. And beſide, if he was conſidered as a King in that 
Action, he affirmed, he had done Cz/ar an heinous Offence, becauſe, being ignorant how he would dete, 
mine of his Affair, he had preſumed to uſe a regal Authority. But if as a private Man he had comm: 
the Action, he told them, the Aggravation of his Crime was greater, becauſe, not being in actual poſſeſſin 
of the Kingdom, he had taken Puniſhment upon ſome Perſons, about whom he ought to have waited le 
Cæſar's Decree,” Hudſon. Injuria erat, judicio nondum finito, auctoritatem ad ſe non a pertinentem, ar 
that 18, It was an In ury, before the Affair was determined, 40 aſſume tro himſelf a Power with which he pal jib 
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eg no greater power to him; if Ceſar had altur of cutting the throats of bis fellow citizens 1 
400 placed him in the kingdom. He charged him the temple.  _.. by 1 15 5 by . 
alſo, with ſetting at liberty thoſe who had been, Antipater having thus ſpoke, and calle 1 
confined priſoners. in the Hippodrome ; and veral of his relations to witneſs what he ha 
brought in ſever al other accuſations, part of advanced, made an end of his harangue : Upon 
hich were true, and other part not improbable; which Nicolaus, counſel for Archelaus, (2) 


mirted in the temple, ought rather to be at- 
tributed to the obſtinacy of the ſufferers, than 
the authority of Arc helaus; for they who put 
in practice ſuch attempts, commit not only 
an injuſtice, in that they give moleſtation to 
the innocent, but alſo in that they drive 
perſons, who would be peaceable and juſt, 
ro ſeek means of revenge; for it is plain 
theſe men committed hoſtilities in words a- 
gainſt Arc helaus, but in fact againſt Cæſar - 
And it appears, that the authors of the tu- 
mult were the very perſons who ſallied out 
upon; and flew the men ſent by Arc helaus 
to reſtrain the fury of the ſedition, without 
entertaining any reverence for God, or the 
ſolemnity of the day: And theſe are they 
whoſe defence Antipater is not aſhamed to 
eſpouſe, either that they may gratity him 
in proſecuting his hatred to Arc helaus, ot 
that he may trample upon all manner of law 
and juſtice ; for Certainly they who fall up- 
on others, and by an injurious treatment 
vex them, at a time they expect no manner 
of inſult, are the men who drive them, 


bition to govern, are wont 10 commit ſuch like 
5 things. He all:aged alſo as a crime, his neg- 
ut of mourning for his father, and celebrating 
42 cif/tly entertainment the very night he died, 


* -vhich became the ground of the ſedition among 
the pelle. And that if, after his father had 
loaded him with ſo many favours, and perform 
= ed ſuch great kindneſſes to him, he could repay 
= his dead remains with ſuch uſage, as in the day 
time to put on an air of extreme ſorrow and 
mourning, and in the (1) night to abandon him- 
tf to revels and royal paſtimes ; it was a plain 
demonſtration Archelaus would behave in the 
ſame manner to Czſar, if he obtained the king- 
dom at his hands, as he had dene to his own 
father ; for he had danced and ſung as if his 
eneniy had died, and not a father or a relation, 
to whom he owed the greateſt obligations. He 
fhewed, his coming now to Czſat was one of 
the greateſt affronts in the world, to endeavour 
elta:ning the kingdom from him by his licence, 
Hen he had before afted in ede thing aAccord- 
ing to his own pleaſure, which he conld do no 
more, after the emperor had inveſted him with nft | F 
the authority. He inſiſteũ chicj!y on the ſlaughter © unwilling, to have recourſe to arms in their 
wickedly committed in the temple, and endea- © own defence.“ Atter this he made objections 
worred to exaggerate it with all the words he to every thing elſe that was urged” in the be- 
aas able, ennmerating, hew on a ſolemn ſeſti= half of the accuſed by their council. And ad- 
0a / the perſons had been ſlain like ſo many vic= ded, © That nothing aftording any colour of 
= tims, as well countrymen as foreigners, and “ injury was done, which had not been tranſ- 
how the temple had been filled with dead bodies; © acted by their own perſusſions; and their 
and that not by a ftranger, but by one, who, 
aſſuming the lawful title of a king, had been 
pufhed on to the wickedneſs, in order, that obey- 
zug the diftates of a tyrannic and furious will, 
he might execute a piece of injuſlice which every 
one detefted. Wherefore, that his father never 
had dreamt of giving him aiy hopes of ſucceed= 
ing to the kingdom, becauſe he was well ace 
painted with his diſpoſition, and had in his 
HVormer will conſtituted his ſucceſſor, his adver- 
Jar Antipas, whom he had called to the king- 
dom, not when his ſoul was dead before his bo- 
y, but when he was of a ſound mind and me- 
= mo, and of [ufficient ability of body to under- 
ale the management of publick buſineſs. And 
a 7hough his father had preſerved the ſame ſenti= 
= ments before for him, as he had done in his ſe- 
BS cond teſtament, yet he had himſelf given ſufficient 

= 7's what ſort of king he would make, who 
Had already taken ſteps to deprive Cæſar of his 
power of beſtowing the kingdom, in whom alone 
| L was the lawful authority veſted to give it him ; 
aud had in a private condition made no ſcruple 
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a K W A N AAA Q mͤ‚§ ↄ AA A. a ß ² ( 


for it was their hatred to Archelaus that 
made them ſo; and that their malicious en- 


whom their father had been ſo much obliged 
to, and whom themſelves were very much 
indebted to for the innumerable offers of 
triend ſhip he had given them; that the 


ſound memory, and it was inconteſtable, 
that the ſecond was of greater validity than 
the firſt, becauſe Cæſar had penary authority 
given him to diſpoſe of every thing there- 


A A-. m , RECESS ↄ A 


perſons, who received the principal advan- 
tages of Herod's power while alive; and 
now endeavour to oppoſe the will of him 
now he is dead, and are therefore conſcious 
to themſelves, that they have not the - leaſt 


can fo juſtly claim; for Cz/ar is not that 
man, who will go about to annul the will 


AA K A A A A A A „ 


©» Ne 10 Joſephus ſeems to point, that Archeluus conſumed all his Days in Tears and Lamentations, but every 
Light recovered the Gladnets he had loſt in the Day-time. Havuercamp. 

=. (2 ) Sor Verſion of F ipbanius runs thus: Nicolaus roſe up in Order to ſpeak for Archelaus ; and at length 
Ilm bit 5 the Things which had fallen out in the Temple, were the Conſequences of the Sufferets baſe 
7 I char ak y, rather than of the Power of Arcbelaus ; for they had attempted ſo heinous an Act of Injuſtice, 
ö 4 ey not only committed their Injuries and Contumelies againſt ſeveral, but pretended to revenge them- 


f {elyes upon thoſe who were diſpoſed to live e ig! Dext in thi 
1 eee aceably and religiouſſy. The Text in this Place, with a 
E | w Alterations, is a Tranſcript bom the Farkas Nad | ard TY 


© of 


. M and ſaid, © That what had been com- 
becatiſe 30tng men, fired with an over haſty am- ſtood up, and ſaid, That Bonk | 


actions were not in themſelves ſo wicked, 


deavours was againſt a perſon their relation, 


will was made when their father was of. 


in. It is not to be queſtioned, that Cz/ar 
will imitate the furious temper of thoſe 


pretence to Herod's favour, which Archelaus 
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© of his friend, and his ally, which is left en- 
© truſted to his care and fidelity. Cæſar's vir- 
tue and honour, ſo much teſtified to all the 
© world, is diametrically oppoſite to the ma- 
© lign diſpoſitions of thoſe perſons ; nor will 
© he be induced to pronounce the king of an un- 
© diſpoſing mind, who, in the firſt place, hath 
© left the ſuceeſſion and heirſhip to a good ſon; 
© and, in the next, hath implored the fidelity 
© of C#/ar himſelf, in the management of the 
© affair; for when Herod made his will, he 
© ſhewed ſo much prudence as to ſubmit every 
< thing in it, to the pleaſure of Cæſar, leſt he 
© ſhould be found to act imprudently in the 
© choice of his ſucceſſor,” | 

Nicolats having run through his harangue, 
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made an end of ſpeakin 


But C 5 
courteouſly lifted Abe from ch ey 
who had caſt himſelf proſtrate upon it, 10 a 
He was the moſt worthy of the king dom Ving, 
giving ſufficient proofs of his diſpoſition Fo 
no otherwiſe than the will directed, a, 10 
it ſquared with he intereſt of , a 
finding Archelans, by the great token of tie 
ſhip he had given him; buoyed up with je , © 
in a manner ſecure in his thoughts of belt 
the kingdom, he, for the preſent, conti. 
nothing; bur after he had diſmiſſed the cn, 
cil, he conſidered whether he ſhould bag 
the kingdom to Arc helaus, or divide it iy con. 
mon amongſt Herod's ſons, eſpecially lince al 
of them ſtood in need of his aſſiitance. 


CHAP. I. 
An Account of a Sedition of the Jews againſi Sabinus; and bow Varus puniſhed the 
Authors of it. 


EFORE a confirmation was made of 
any of theſe things, Malthaæ, the mother 
ot Archc/aus, died, and letters came from Va- 


u, the preſident of Syria, notifying the rebel- 


lion of the Jews ; for as ſoon as Arc helaus was 
gone, the whole nation broke out into a rupture, 
and Varus, who was then preſent, puniſned the 
authors of it; and having reſtrained the fury ot 


the ſedition, which was riſen to a great height, 


he went to Antioch, leaving at H.ero/olyma, a 
legion to watch the motions of the Jes, if 
they attempted any thing. But he was not able 


to put an effectual ſtop to it; for upon Varus 


going away, Sabinus, in quality of Cz/ar's pro- 
Curator, gave the Fews great diſturbance, ho- 
ping, by the numerous forces left with him, he 
ſhould be able to reſtrain them; for carrying 
wherever he went a body of armed guards, 
with whom he oppreſſed the Fews, he cauſed 
them to rebel; tor they endeavoured to ſeize 


upon the caſtles by force, and with great bold- 


neſs ſtrove to get at the late king's treaſure, be- 
ing moved to it by a violent thirſt of gain. 


The Pentecoſt, a feſtival fo called by our 


country, was near at hand. Upon which great 


numbers flocked to Hiergſolyma, not only with 


a religious deſign, but were puſhed on to their 
journey, by the indignation they bore Sabinus. 
Several thouſands of Gali/zans, Idumeans, 
and Hierichutians, and all the people inhabi- 
ting beyond Fordan, and a vaſt multitude of 
Fews aſſembled together, being violently en- 
raged againſt Sabinus, upon whom they were 
reſolved to revenge themſelves. Having divided 
themſelves into three bodies, they incamped 
themſelves in the following manner: The firſt 


body ſeized upon the Hippodrome ; the ſecond 


fat down on the eaſt ſide of the temple; and the 
third on the weſt ſide, near to the palace. Their 
deſign, by ſeizing upon theſe different quarters, 
was, to hemn in the Romans on every fide, and 
ſo beſiege them. Sabinus, apprehending their 
great numbers and the alacricy they ſhewed, 
reſolving rather to ſuffer death, than not bear 
away the victory, as eſteeming conqueſt the 


only end of their wiſhes, wrote immediately tg 


Varus, and, as is uſual, did not ceaſe to exhyr 


him to come quick iy to his aſſiſtance ; fur the 
legion he had left was reduced to the 1.| 6. 
tremity, expecting every moment to be taken 
and put to the ſword. Having ſeized upon an 
exceeding high tower, named Phalatlus, in 
honour ot Phaſaelus, Ferod's brother, and ſo 
called after he was ſlain by ihe Parthians, he 
gave the ſignal or battle to the Ryans tron 
thence, and ordered them to fall upon the 
Few» as they came out; and not having the 
courage himſelf to come down, and un his 
friends, he bade them, through an avincicus 
temper he entertained, firſt expoſe themſelves 
to the danger ot death. Upon the Romans fal- 
lying our, a ſharp engagement began, in which, 
though the Romans were ſuperior to the een), 
yet the Fews were not in the leaſt int mica- 
ted or diſcouraged at the danger, to nick 
they ſaw themſelves expoſed, after great iun- 
bers of their men were laid dead upon tl 
ſpot. On the contrary, getting up into the 
porticoes, which ſurrounded the outer incloſure 
of the temple, they made vaſt havock upon tie 
Romans below, by throwing down ftones upot 
them, partly with their hands, and partly wil 
ſlings, the uſe of which they were exactly fc. 
quainted in. Beſide, they had a great nunbe 
of archers among them, which terribly gil 
the Romans, who conſidering the height of fe 
places the Fews were in, and the difficult 
there was to come at them with their date 
were, without much hardſhip, put 10 tho 
rout ; the battle for ſome time continued ! 
this poſture : At length the Romans buns 
with indignation, put fire to the pot 
when the Jews, who were in them, Kue“ — 
thing of it. The fire being put in fe. 
places, and a great deal of combuſtible my 
thrown upon it, made the flames preſent! l 
hold of the roofs. As the materials wg 
of pitch and wax, and the wax oyerlao 5 
2 . [ 
gold, they immediately gave way to hieft, # 
and the buildings, which were the wort | 


— 


the ruins of the buildings; 


admirable beauty vaniſhed, and thoſe 1 THe 
porticoes, pe iſhed in an unexpected deſtru 555 
Some, as they fell down, drew along with them 
. and others, ſur- 
rounded by their enemies, were put to death. 
Many, finding no poſſibility of retreating from 
the danger that threatened them, and aſtoniſh'd 
at the diſmal ſcene of fire about them, either 
caſt themſelves into the flame, or, to avoid ſo 
terrible a death, threw themſelves upon the 
points of their own ſwords; and thoſe who en- 
deavoured to get back the way they had aſ- 
cended were every man ſlain by the Romans, 
as having no arms, and entirely diſcouraged, 
their deſpair, for want of arms, giving them no 
manner of aſſiſtance; in fine, not a ſoul eſcaped 
that endeavour'd to get up again to the roots. 
After this the Romans, breaking through the 
flames, where a paſſage was given them, ſcized 
upon the treaſury, where the ſacred money was 
repoſited ; and the ſoldiers taking away the 
greater part of ir, Sabinus openly received four 
hundred talents. | 
In the mean while, the Jews were extreme- 
ly ſorrowful for the ill fortune of their friends, 
who had fallen in this engagement. The pillage 
made of the treaſury, and the other donations, 
gave them great unealneſs. However, they 
rallied ſome of the moſt valiant of their body, 
and inveſted the palace, threatning to put fire 
to it; and ordered the perſons within to come 
immediately out, promiſing Sabinus and his 
men, on that condition, their ſecurity and in- 
demnity. Upon this, many of them who were 
in the palace, came out, and ſubmitred. Yet 
for all this, the Jews continued and intended 
their ſiege, undermining their walls, and exhort- 
ing the Romans to depart, and not to deprive 
them of their liberty, which they had long en- 
joyed under their predeceſſors. Sabinus was 
willing to depart from thence with his ſoldiers, 
yet durſt not truſt them, in regard of their for- 
mer attempt; and he ſuſpected the too liberal 
offer his enemies had made him, but negle&ed 
it, becauſe he expected Varus. Ar the ſame 
time, infinite other troubles were raiſed in many 
other places of 7udea, according as every one, 
either was incenſed with a deſire of gain, or a 
will to revenge, for two thouſand ſoldiers 
(who had formerly ſerved under Herod, and be- 
ing at that time caſhiered, lived at home) aſ- 
ſembled themſelves together, aſſailed thoſe of 
the king's faction, who made head againſt them, 
under the conduct of Herod's nephew Aciabus, 
who never daring to encounter them in a place 
of equal advantage, in that they were old ſol- 
diers, and well exerciſed in war, defended him- 
ſelf, in that he held and kept himſelf as near 
as he could in the mountains and places of ad- 
vantage. Moreover, Judas, the ſon of Ezechias, 
the arch-thief whom Herod overcame with ſo 
much difficulty at Yephoris, a city of Galilee, 
gathering unto him a band of deſperate men, 
made incurſions upon the king's dominions, and 
having taken all thoſe arms and weapons, which 
he could recover in that place, he armed, 
from the firſt to the laſt, all thoſe ſoldiers that 
were with him. He took away all the money 
which was reſerved for the king in that place, 


5 affrighting the inhabitants round about him, 
9. 


/ 
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he ſpoiled all thoſe with whomſoever he met 


aſpiring to the 1 ; not that he thought 


himſelf well enough qualified for that dignity, 
but becauſe he had gotten ſuch freedom in 
wickedneſs, he took the boldneſs to do any 


thing. While theſe troubles raged in every 


place, Simon alſo, who had been one of Herod's 
ſervants, and both for his ſhape,, ſtature, and 
ſtrength, was eſteemed amongſt all men, under- 
took the Kingdom ; and being attended by a 


mighty army, and proclaimed king by them, 


who were a wicked and unbridled mulritude, 
and perſuading himſelf” that he was worthy to 
be a king before any other; he firſt of all ſer the 


palace on fire in Fericho, and ſpoiled all that 


was therein; he burnt alſo many other royal 
palaces belonging to the king, which were in 
many places of the country, giving them tree 
licence, who were his followers in the action, 
to bear away the prey that remained ; and far 

more licentious pranks had he play'd, had not 
his practices been ſpeedily and wiſely prevented; 
for Gratus, who with the King's ſoldiers had 
joined himſelf with the Romans, and garhered 
all the forces that he had, went out againſt this 
Simon, and after a fierce battle, they on the 
other ſide of Jordan were put to flight; and 
fighting rather with courage than with military 
diſcipline, they were overcome; and whilſt $/- 
mon, in croſſing a valley, ſought to fave himſelf 
by flight, Gratus met with him, and cut off his 
head. About the ſame time alſo, the royal pa- 
lace of Amatha that was hard by Jordan, was 
burnt by men of a bad diſpoſition, as Simon 
was; and thus through the whole nation reign- 
ed this raging rebellion, becauſe the country. 
had no king, who by his virtue might moderate 
the people; and becauſe the ſtrangers who were 
ſent torepreſs theſe mutinies, did rather incenſe 
them through their violence and avarice. 

For a certain obſcure and baſe man, (neither 
eſteemed for virtue, nor worthy of regard for 
his riches, but being a ſhepherd utterly un- 
known before, and only famous for his huge 
ſtature and ſtrength) called Athronges, was fo 
audacious to aſpire to royal dignity, and took 
pleaſure to offer violence, not valuing his life, 
and expoſing himſelf to all hazards for the only 
unbridled affection he bare to ſovereignty. 
He had four brothers of as goodly ſtature as 
himſelf, who were eſteemed tor men of valour 
and execution, whereby they imagin'd they had 
the means ofter'd them to obtain the kingdom. 
Each one of theſe had the command over a com- 
pany ; for a great company of people daily re- 
ſorted unto them, the charge of whom was com- 
mitted unto his brethren, at ſuch time as any 
occaſion of war was offered; and he in the mean 
while wearing the diadem on his head , ordered, 
counſelled, and commanded all thines. The 
power of this gallant endured a long time, who 
was nor called king for nothing; for he diſpo- 
ſed all things according to his own pleaſure, and 
both he and his brethren were fleſhed with the 
{laughter of the Romans, and thoſe of the king's 
fide, whom he hated alike ; theſe by reaſon of 


the inſolence they had uſed during Herod's life 


time; the other, in regard ot thoſe injuries, 
which they lately ſuppoſed themſelves to have 
received by them: This hatred of theirs daily 


© 4 increaſed 
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increaſed more aud more; and there was no man 
that could eſcape their hands, both in reſpeEt 
of the gain ſought, and fot the cuſtom they had 
to ſhed blood: They therefore at that time ſet 
upon the Romans, and ſurprized them on a ſud- 
den, near to Emmaus, at ſuch time as they car- 


ried victuals and munition unto their camp; 


and having cloſed their centurion Arius with 
forty of their valiant footmen, they ſhot him 
through with their darts; the reſt, that expect- 


ed nothing leſs than death, were ſaved by Gra- 
tus, who came in upon them with the king's ſol- 


diers; whereupon, leaving the dead bodies, 
they retir'd, continuing their war after this man- 
ner a long time, according as occaſion was of- 
fered. They had done much miſchief to the 
Romans, and far more injury to the nations of 
the Jews, at laſt they were ſurprized, the one 
in an encounter betwixt them and Eratus, the 
other in fighting againft Pro/omy. The eldeſt 
was taken by Archelans, and the laſt being diſ- 
heartened with the accidents, and ſeeing no 
means to eſcape (for beſides his other miſhaps, 
his ſoldiers were afflicted with ſickneſs) he with 
the reſt, upon Archelans's faith and oath, ſub- 
mitted himſelf unto him ; but this was done 
ſome little while after. 

At that time all Fadea was full of robberies, 
and as many ſeditious aſſemblies as drew toge- 
ther, ſo many kings were there elected, who 


were raiſed to the utter ruin of the common- 


weal. Amongſt the reſt, the Romans were they 
that ſmarted leaſt; but the murthers were 
executed againſt thoſe that were out of the 
country. Varus underſtanding by Savinus's 
letters, in what dangers they were, and fearing 


the overthrow of his third legion, he took with 


him the other two (for to the utmoſt power of 
Syria there were but three) and with the aſſiſ- 
rance of the kings and tetrarchs, he haſtened 
into Fewwry, to relieve thoſe that were bclieged, 
commanded thoſe that were ſent out before he 
diſlodged, to meet him at Pto/emats ; paſſing 
by the city of Berythius, he received a thouſand 
and five hundred ſoldiers at their hands, to at- 
tend him on his war. Aretas alſo, who was lord 
of Patricus, drawing himſelf into a confederacy 
with the Romans, in regard of that hatred he 
bare Herod, ſent him horſe and foot. When 
all theſe forces were aſſembled at Prolemais, he 
delivered a part thereof to his ſon, and one of 
his friends, commanding them to make war 
againſt the Galileaus, who bordered upon that 
city; who entered that country, and giving the 
inhabitants battle, put them to flight, took and 
burnt the city Sephorzs, and ſold the inhabitants 
for ſlaves. Varus after this, marched with all 


his army to S2maria, which he ſpared, as having 


no hand in the {edition ; but encamped his men 


Firavivs Jostenus 


Ptolemais, which the Arabians, ſent by 


ſoever they took their rout, they let 


Book XVI 
in a village called Arus, in the tertirgr;,, 


es of 
Aretas 


to ſuccour Varus, entirely burnt, having 91 
eat 


animoſities againſt the friends of Her, 
Arabians, marching from this place n 
atiother village called Sempbo, of great keen 
and beauty, and laid it in afhes, Nay, wh 4 
eſcape their fury, but filled every plac 
fire and ſword. Emmans alſo, now Pri 
by its inhabitants, was by command of -ak 
reduced to aſhes, to make a ſacrifice of 75 f 
the perſons who had been before lain in . 
From hence he marched directly to Heron 
with his army, where the Jews, who begs... 
the legion there, at the firſt appearance of h 
forces, threw themſelves into flight, ang 1 
the ſiege half performed. The Jews remain. 
ing at Hiero/olyma, upon Yaras's ſevere repri. 
manding them, acquitted themſelves, by they. 
ing, that the people, on account of the jeg; 
val, had aſſembled together; and that the bs 3 
had not been undertaken by their advice, bv ME 
through the boldneſs and preſumprion of b. 
reigners ; and that they had been ſtraiter he. 
ſieged by the Romans, than ever their inter. 
tions had ſuggeſted ro beſiege them, Beſide 
Foſephus, king Herod*s couſin, and Gratys aud 
Rufus, with their armies, and the Roman why 
had been beſieged, preſented themſelves to 7. 
rus ; but Sabinus forbore to come before J. 
rus, but privately withdrew out of the city, and 
went to the ſea. 

Upon this Varus diſpatched part of his arm 
to go through the country, and enquire i 
ter the authors of the rebellion ; and having 
made a diſcovery, he puniſh'd ſome who were 
more culpable than the reſt, and diſcharged 
others, crucifying about two thouſand for one 
and the ſame crime. After this, finding the 
forces he had on foot of little or no advantage, 
he disbanded them ; for they had been guilty 
of a great many enormities. However, Varus 
orders proved ineffectual; for the deſire d 
gain, which their licentious practices brougit 
them, ſpurred them on to diſobey his com- 
mands. Underſtanding about ten thouſand 
Fews had muttered together, he marched . 
gainſt them with all poſſible expedition, to put 
a ſtop to their deſigns. But the Fews, having 
not ſufficient courage to attack him, were, . 
Archelaus's advice, induced to ſurrender ever} 
man among them to him. Varus having pu- 
doned their revolt, ſent every one of their ou 
cers to Cæſar, who diſcharged ſeveral of then, 
but he puniſhed thoſe who were relations 0 
Herod, and had joined them, becauſe the had 
unlawfully and unjuſtly, taken up arms again 
their own countrymen. 


7 ARUS, after theſe performances, went 
defend Hieroſolyma. In the mean time Arc he- 
aus met at Rome, with a new affair, and this 
was the canſe : The Jews ſent ambaſſadors to 
Rome, nee the means of Varus, who had 
giren liberty fo to do, with inſtructions to de- 
mand leave of living according to the laws and 
inſtitutions of their country. This embaſſy be- 
4 ing diſparched by decree of the whole nation, 
= was compoſed of fifty perſons. Upon their ar- 
= rival at Rome, they were joined by above eight 
= chouſand other Jews. Cz/ar having convoked 
into the temple of Apollo, a building he had 
erected with vaſt expence, a council as well of 
his friends, as of 5 
ambaſſadors came thither, attended with the 
whole body of the 
Archelaus, joined with his friends, alſo appcar- 
ed. As many as were the relations of the de- 
ceaſed king, refuſed to take the {ide of Arche- 
laus, becauſe they hated him; and on the 
other hand, they thought it equally diſhonour- 
able to eſpouſe that of the ambaſſadors, and 
oppoſe themſelves to the intereſts of a perſon ſo 
nearly allied to them, eſpecially before Cæſar. 
Philip alſo, at the inſtigation of Varus, who 
loved him, was come out of Hria to aſſiſt his 
brother; for Varus imagined, ſeeing rhe govern- 
ment was changed, that the kingdom would 
I be divided, as there were great numbers deſi- 
d rous of living according to their native laws, 
and that he might meet with an opportunity to 
obtain ſome part of it to himſelf. _ 
Upon this ground, as ſoon as the ambaſſadors 
of the Fews had liberty to declare themſelves, 
they fearing to make any mention about 
diſſolving the kingdom, turned themſelves 
wholly upon accuſations on Hercd's iniquitous 
government, repreſenting, © That he had been 
a king in name, bur in effect, had conſtant! 
WW < diſcovered the heavy burthen of the moſt law- 
leſs tyranny, and had exerciſed the moſt ter- 
rible oppreſſions ; nay, by his own wicked 


times new calamities to ruin the Jews ; that 
although great numbers by his means had 
been doomed to ſeveral kinds of death, more 
diſmal than could be found ated in the pre- 
ceding reigns, yet thoſe who remained were 
in a worſe ſituation than thoſe who had actu- 
ally periſhed ; not only becauſe their troubles 
had been heightened by his continual hatred 
to them, but becauſe they had been ſtripped 
of their poſſeſſions, and obliged to live a de- 
WE fart fort of life; that he had embelliſhed fo- 
rweign cities from time to time, but by his vaſt 
expences had entirely impoveriſhed thoſe 
Within his kingdom ; that he had reduced his 
nation to the greateſt indigence, which, at his 
RE pountng the throne, he had found in a pretty 
+ flouriſhing condition : 
ess of the nobility, 
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upon every little pretence 


to Ant ioc h, leaving the former legion to 


e principal Romans, the 


pat them to death, and by taking away the 


— 


Fews then reſiding at Roe. 


— — 


inclinations had not ſtuck to invent ſeveral 


by ſeizing upon the ef- 
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eſtates of thoſe he had a mind to grant liſe 
to. Beſide, that he had rigidly exacted an- 
nual tributes from every head in his kingdom ; 
and, beſides the numerous taxes: they paid, 
that he, his houſhold, friends, and ſervants, 
who had been ſer to collect the cuſtoms, ex- 
torted great preſents of money ; for there was 
no obtaining an immunity from the injuries 
they ſuſtained, without ſome gold or ſilver. 
Burt we judge it neceſſary to be ſilent on the 
ſeveral debauchments of virgins, and raviſh- 


ments of matrons, committed with the great- 


eſt inhumanity and ſcandal, becauſe the mi- 
ſerable ſufferers receive in a manner, from a 
concealment of their injuries, the ſame ſatiſ- 
faction, as if they had never been perpetrated. 
In ſhort, that they had received ſuch flagrant 
indignities from Herod, that ſuppoſing beaſts 
had uſurped the government over men, they 
could not have ſuffered worſe. That although 
their nation had ſuſtained ſeveral migrations 


and changes, yet in all their monuments and 


records, not one calamity could be found that 
equalled the preſent hardſhips Herod had 
brought their nation under. Upon which 
ground, they had joytully received Arche/aus 
tor their king, becauſe they ſuppoſed it im- 
poſſible to be done; but that whoſover ſuc- 
ceeded to the kingdom, would behave in a 
more aftable and moderate manner than He- 
rod had done ; and upon thar account, in or- 
der to gain his favour, had paid a ſuitable 
deference to the remains of his father, and 
had gratified him in ſeveral other reſpects, if 
they could but have perceived him ot a diſpo- 
ſition equal to what they had form'd of him. 
Bur that he, through fear he ſhould not be 
thought Herod's fon, made no more to do, 
but immediately ſhewed in what inclination 


of mind he ſtood affected towards his nation; 


and that before he had eſtabliſhed himſelf on 
a ſure foundation in his kingdom; becauſe he 
reflected, that Cæſar had an abſolute autho- 
rity either to give or deny him the govern- 
ment: Nay, in the very beginning of his 
reign, he diſcovered to his ſubje&s a true 
ſpecimen of his future worth; namely, what 
was the modeſty and equity he deſigned to 
govern with, by the abominable impiety he 
committed againſt God and his cities, in put- 
ting to death in the temple above three thou- 
ſand of his countrymen. Have we not juſt 
reaſon therefore to hate him, who to give a 
tarther proof of his cruel temper, has re- 
ſolved to accuſe them for oppoling and con- 
tradicting him in the ſteps he is a to fix 
himſelf in the government? The ſum of what 
the Fews have deſired, is, that they may be 
delivered from a kingdom and the preſent ad- 
miniſtration, and be annexed to Hria, and 
placed under the juriſdiction of Roman go- 
vernors ; by which it will ſoon appear, whe- 
ther they are a rebellions people, and ad- 
dicted to changes or noyelties in the goveru- 
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« yernment ; or a quiet and 'pacified nation, 
© when they have an opportunity to live under 
© a mild adminiſtration.” a 

When the Jews had made this ſpeech, Ni- 
colaus utterly cleared the king of the accuſa- 
tions alledged againſt them; ſaying, © That 
© Herod, a> long as he had lived, had not been 
© accuſed of any thing by them, and it was un- 
© juſt for them, who had power while he lived 
© to have puniſhed him, to blow up an accuſa- 
© tion againſt him after his death. As to what 
© related to Archelans, he told them, they were 
© owirg to their own improbity and injurious 
© behaviour, who, after they had effected things 
© contrary to the laws, and been guilty of their 
c 
c 
* 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 


own havocks, whoſe buſineſs it ſhould have 


been to have reſtrained ſuch violences, were 
now buſy to make their complaints of injuries 
of their own ſeeking. Beſides, he charged 
them with endeavouring at an alteration in 
the government ; and how they delighted 1n 
ſomething ſeditious and rebellious, as having 
no knowledge in what was to obey the dic- 
tates of juſtice, or the laws; but, on the 
other hand, that their deſires had been con- 
ſtantly ſeen to affect the ſuperiority in every 
thing.“ Thus far Nico/ars. 3 

Ccſer, after he had heard both ſides, diſmiſ- 
ſed the affembly ; but a few days after, with- 
out abſolutely declaring Arche/ars to be king, 
he conſtituted him Erhuarch over one halt of 
the countries under Herod's juriſdiction, and 
promiſed him the honour of the name of a king, 
if he behaved in a manner ſuitable to it. The 
other half, he ſubdivided into two other parts ; 
he gave to Herod's two other ſons, Philip and 
Aatipas, who had diſputed the whole kingdom 
with Archelaus, the country beyond Jordan; 
and Galilee fell to his obedience, which annual- 
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ly brought him in two hundred ta] 
u with Trac honitis, and pong But 
Zenodorus, ſo called, with Auranitis 0 15 of 
tell to the houſe of Philip, yielded him 3 * 
nual income of one hundred talents, * 
mea, fudæa, and Samaria, fell to the ſh A 
of Archelaus ; yet Cz/ar, in regard the 5, 24 
ritans had had no hand in the rebellion = 
ted to them a fourth part of their tributes oy 
der the government of Arc helaus were the citie 
following, to wit, Straton's Tower, Sebg * 
Joppa, and Hieroſolyma. But in reſpect Ye, 
Gaza, Gadara, and Hippos, were Grecian "A 
ties, Cæſar ſeparated them from his juriſdic. 
tion, and added them to the government of 
Syria, However, Archelaus received out of 
wy government an yearly revenue of fix hundred 
talents. | LY 


Now this is the diſpoſition of 7erog's poſ.. 


feſſions amongſt his ſons; and Salome, belides 
the bequeſts her brother had made her, which 
were Famnia, Axotus, and Phaeſalis, and fe 
hundred thouſand drachms of ſtampt ſilver, ob. 
tained from Cæſar the Palatinate ot Aſcalonia 
Her annual revenues amounted to fixty talents 
and her palace was ſituated in the government 
of Archelaus. Beſides, the other relations of 
the deceaſed King, had their ſeveral legacies 
paid them, according to the direction of the 
will. Cz/ar alſo, above what Herod had be. 
queathed to his two maiden daughters, gave 
them two hundred and fifty thouſand drachms 
of ſtampt ſilver, and married them to the ſons 
of Pheroras. Nay, Cæſar reſtored back to 
Hercd*s ſons, the one thouſand and five hundred 


talents left him as a legacy, and only reſerved 


a few of the veſſels given him, not through any 
particular value for their richneſs, but to keep 
them in his remembrance. 


CH AP. II. 
Of the falſe Alexander. 


FT ER Ceſar had ordered things in this 


manner, a certain youth, a Few by na- 


tion, brought up in the city of the Sidonians, 


and with a Roman freedman, adopted himſelf 
into the family of Herod from the ſimilitude of 
features he had with Alexander, Herod*s ſon, 
who had been pur to death ; for every one who 
had ſeen, both witneſſed it. This induced him 
to put in his pretenſions to the kingdom. With 
this view he aſſcciated with him, a companion 
to 2Mit him in the management of his at- 
tempt, who was a perſon of the ſame tribe, 
and a compleat court ier; beſide, he was a man 


of a baſe and inſinuating diſpoſition, and natu- 


rally made to excite commotions, and breed diſ- 
turbances. By the addreſs of this fellow, he was 
made to divulge, that he was Alexander, the ſon 
of Herod, who had been hitherto concealed by 
one of the perſons commulioned to put him to 
death ; but that he had ſlain the others, and by 
that means preſerved him and his brother A. 
ri/tobulus. I his advice pleaſing him, he began 


to ſow his fallacious attempt amongſt every one 
he met with; ſo that when he came to Crete, 


the Jews there eaſily credited him, and ſupplies 
him with large ſums of money, which 1n the 
end ſo emboldened him, that he paſſed overt 
Its. Upon his landing there, he received cot- 
ſiderable ſupplies of money, becauſe they be. 
lieved him deſcended from the royal blood, and 
hoped he would regain the throne of his fatic! 
and repay, in his turn, the ſervices they did hin, 
in a grateful manner; this made him haſten te 
Rome, whither he was conducted by a pati) 
his friends; but happening to be drove up" 
Dicearchia, he found his affairs ſucceed ſoprol- 
perouſly, that the inhabitants were induced 
entertain the ſame fallacious opinion of 0 
In fine, they and all others, who had harbou* 

any friendly ſentiments, or had any antient . 
ance with Herod, joined him, as if he had, * 
fect, been king; the reaſon of men's come 

theſe ſentiments, was the willingneſs wine, 
they receiv'd every thing he ſaid of himſe ay 
all which the ſimilitude of his perſon eu 

contributed; for as he not only eaſily pet * 

the very perſons who had been familias 


U a 5 11 
Alexander, that he was not any other 24 , Bey 
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| Alexander himſelf, ſo they too con- 
Ns This ſame thing by oath to others. In 
che concluſion, the noiſe and reports ſpread 
about him increaſing in every place, at length 
came to Rome, when the whole body of rhe 
Tews, who inhabited there, came out to meet 
him, giving God thanks that he had been pre- 
ſerved fate, beyond their expectations, and re- 
ceiving him with marks of great gladneſs, be- 


* 


B Cclimations of joy, ſhouted to him as he paſſed, 
and nothing was left unperformed, which is 
cuſtomarily done to thoſe, who are ſo preſerved 
beyond hope. 


of this affair, he could not induce himſelf to 
vive any credit to it, becauſe he knew Herod 
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ever he could not vanquiſh his ſuſpicions, and 


men, who had had an old acquaintance with 


this, he went, but Ce/ar's deſire was equally 
to let the people have an opportunity of fur- 
veying him. In tine, Cæſar was not fo much 
deceived as rhe others had been: I here was a 
ſimilitude of features indeed about him, but not 
ßjjſo much as to impoſe upon thoſe who had a nicer 
EX and tharper judgment to make the diſtinction ; 

for he was plainly convicted of being a counter- 

feit Alexander, both in reſpect of the hardneſs 
ot his hands, occaſioned by labour and drud- 


FTER Archelaus was made ethuarch, he 
KA came into dea, and deprived Foazarns 
the fon of Boct his of the prieſthood, alledging, 
tWthat he had conſpired with the rebels againſt 


EI him, and inveſted Eleazar his brother in the 


dignity. Beſide, he magnificently repaired the 
palace at Jericho, and turned half of the water, 
W which ſupplicd the village of Nezra, by a canal, 


2 5 0 


into the plain, which he planted all over with 
palm trees. Moreover, he erected a town, and 
allled it Archelaus, and, in oppoſition to the 
aus, married GpH ra, the daughter of kin 
chelaus, who had been formerly his brother 
eander's wife, and by whom he had had 
eecral children; for the Fews account it de- 
teſtable to wed the wite of a (1) brother. 
Neither did F/eazar long enjoy the prieſthood, 
ing deprived of it in his life-time, and Foſhua 
ee ſon of Sas put in his room. 
AUArcbelaus having governed ten years, his 
others, together with the principal Fews, and 
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Cuſe of his mother's family, and conducting 
him through the roads he palled, ſeated aloft in 
a chariot, and accompanied with a royal retinue, 
every thing being done at the expence of his 
flowers. Beſide, a vaſt concourſe of other 
people flocked about him, who, with loud ac- 


But when Ceſar came to receive intelligence 
could nor be deceived in a matter of ſuch mo- 
ment, and which fo nearly touched him; how- 
accordingly ordered Ce/4d#4s, one of his freed- 


the young princes, to be tent to, in order to 
bring Alexander betore him. In conſequence of 


(1) It is prohibited by the Fewiſh Conſtitution to take in Marriage the Wife of a Brother. 
5 Q 


gery, and inſtead of the ſoftneſs of his body 
which he ought to have had, to have made him 
appear delicately and royally educated, he Had, 
on the contraty, a rough and harſh skin. Cæſar, 
upon finding that both the maſter and ſcholar 
had embarked in the ſame fallacious under- 
taking, and agreed in the ſame method of 
ſpeaking, asked Alexander what became of A.- 
vi tobullis, after he had eſcaped with him out ot 
priſon, and what was the reaſon he came not 
with him, to demand a piece of juſtice which 
was due to his high birth: To this he anſwered, 
that he had left him in the ifland of Cyprus, thro 
fear of the dangers that uſually happen at ſea, 
that if any thing ſhould unfortunately befal 
him, the race of Mariamne might not totally be 
ruined, but that Ariſtobulus the ſurvivor might 
be preſerved. Upon the young man's affirming 
this, and the author ot the forgery agreeing 
with him in it, Cz/ar took him aſide, and thus 
ſaid : If you will tell me the truth, this ſhall be 
your reward, that you ſhall be pardoned and in- 
demnified from any danger 5 Wherefore acquaint 
me who you are, and who it has been who has 


induced you to this attempt For the things you 


have meditated in your mind are the reſult of a 
piece of malice ſar [uperior to your years. Upon 
this, being unable to carry on his fallacy any 
farther, he expoſed the whole art ifice to Cz/ar, 
and how, and by whom it was deſigned. In 
conſequence of this, Cz/ar, unwilling to break 
his honour, condemned the Pſeudo- Alexander to 


the galleys, as ſeeing him of ſufficient ſtrength 


to ſuſtain labour, but the author of the fraud 
he put to death. And the MAeliaus were obliged 
ro loſe the great ſums of money they had ex- 
pended upon the falſe 4/exander. And this raſh 
attempt of the counterſeit Alexander was con- 
cluded with this baſe cataſtrophe. 


CHAP. XII. 


How Archelaus, being again accuſed, is confined to Vienna. 


Samaritans, unable any longer to bear his cruel- 
ty and tyranny, accuſed him before Cæſar, when 
they found he had run counter to the command 
he had given him, which enjoined him to uſe 
and treat his ſubjects mildly, and with great 
moderation. Cæſar, having heard the accuſa- 
tion, was enraged, and ſent for Archelaus's am- 
baſſador at Rome, who was alſo named Arc he- 
aus; he did not vouchſafe to write to him; 
But you, ſaid he, embark immediately on board 


a veſſel, go to him, and bring him back without 


any delay to me. In obedience to this command 
he poſted away, and at length came into Fudea, 
where he found Archelaus at a banquet with 
his friends; upon which having declared to him 
Ce/ar*s pleaſure, he adviſed him to haſten to 
his journey. When he came to Rome, Cxſar, 
having heard his trial before certain accuſers of 
his, condemned him to baniſhment, and aſſigned 
Vienna, a town in Gaul, for the place of his re- 
ſidence, and ſtript him of his money. 


ir _ * » % bo * - »- © a 
_— — — — = ED is — As — — 2 8 = 
3 CESS CS IRS, I -* wa 2 ——_ — 


* — 
. ˙ u ˙ wüQʃ1⏑ Ny . — ——ů — - 
— — ——— = — — — 2 2 . a SIE : — - e — — 2 : — 
— — — —— ——_ 2 RI F —— 6 ES nn Os ce OOO h ; : 2 —— En e r 
1 AT — - = - X - 2 IE? 2 = — — 0 8 \ 2 
— — 7 — = 


— — 2 
— = - 
— 2 
— LY A K % * 
— 
ond DD Eo IPTG cog —-——ꝛj:. — 
wo” — x, * —— —— 
2 a 


: 

: 

I 
* 
6 
1 
: 
* 
4 
- 
: 
® 
: 


— >, * "Js 2 * * 4 2 
— i 


2 


1. * 
| 4 
* \ N 
\ | 
44 
* / 
#33 
4 . 
4 p 4 74 
f « 3 | 
8 3 
14 
1 
- 
. 
- FRY 
! 
. 
5 
o 7 14 
o 
þ ; , 
l + 
0 Z f 
l \ " N 
4 10 
. 
5 Y . 
1 
U 1 
I F 
+874 
4 uy 
P 45 
"3 
x « i 
17% 
1 KS 
| oy : 
1 
11 
k . 
y _. 3 
! bo : 
j 5 
"XZ 
* 
„ 
* 3% ö 
{F : 
1 
1 
19 
=_ 
. 
oy {% 
1 
14 
Py 
{| 
+ H : 
1 
** 
ws 
þ 1 
: 1] n 
1 
ws 
. : 


1 um 
n 


14 
1 1 
* 
1 
1 
= 
* 
Ps 
F 3 
* 
+l 
4 
1 * 
7 * 
17 
10 
1 " 
vg 
=. 
l 


430 

And before Archelaus ſet out for Rome upon 
the ſummons given him, .he told his friends the 
following dream: That he thought he ſaw ten 
full ears of corn, which he imagined bullocks 


were eating upon. And upon wakening, (for 
he ſuppoſed his dream pottended ſomething of 
conſequence to him) he ſent to the interpreters 
who were converſant in ſuch like things : The 
interpreters differing amongſt themſelves, as to 
their opinions, (for every one agreed not in the 
ſame interpretation) one Simeon Eſſetis, having 
asked for liberty to ſpeak, ſaid thus to Arc he- 
laus, That his viſion portended a ſudden muta- 
tion in the government for the worſe; for the 
bullocks denoted ſorrow, becauſe a bullock was 
a creature addicted to labour; as alſo a change 
in affairs, becauſe the ground which they tilled 
was unable to preſerve itſelf in a conſtant ſitua- 
tion; that the ears of corn, as they were ten in 
number, intimated the like number of years, 
becauſe the ear of corn is produced but once in 
a. ſummer, Upon which ground the end of the 
reign of Archelaus's government was near at 
hand. And thus he gave the interpretation of 
his dream; for the fifth day after Archelaus 
had ſeen this viſion, the other Archelaus, who 
ſummoned him, came, by Cæſar's command, 
into Judea. . 

Something of the like nature happened to 
Glaphyra his wife, daughter of king Arc helaus, 
whom, as we have obſerved above, Alexander, 
Herod's ſon, and brother of Archelaus, married 


when a virgin : After Alexander had been put 


to death by his father, Herod wedded her to 
Juba king of Lybia ; after whoſe deceaſe, Ar- 
chelaus took her in marriage when a widow, 
and reſiding in Cappadocia, putting at the ſame 
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time away his wife Mariamne. Wh 
wife of Arc helaus, ſhe ſaw the followin Te was 


She thought ſhe beheld Alexander fand b. 


fore her; at which being extremely rejoiced, 


imagined ſbe ardently embraced. him: But Alex. 
ander ſeemed to complain to her, and ſaid, Gu. 
phyra, And will you confirm that common 7 . 
ing, which is, That credit ought not 10 
given to a woman? 7ou was affianced to 1 
and I martied you a virgin; you have bore ſe e, 
ral children to me; but putting out of your - 
membrance the love I bore you, you have Wedded 
another ; and yet not content with debaſing uy 
memory thus, you have preſumed to my ” 
third husband, the greateſt diſponour and ſean- 
dal to my family, which is, your wedlock with 
Archelaus my brother. However, I will nn 
bury in oblivion my fondneſs and kindneſ; for 
ou; but I will clear you of all the inſam 
thrown upon you, by making you mine as yos 
were before. And having acquainted the V0. 
men her companions with this, I imagined an 
account of theſe matters not foreign to this 
hiſtory, ſeeing they reſpected kings, and afford 
ſomething of an example to prove the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, and God's providence about 
human actions. Upon which ground I hae 
judged them not unworthy to be recited here: 
If theſe relations ſeem incredible to ſome per- 
ſons, their opinion will prove no impediment 
to the matter, which is calculated. for no other 
deſign, than to be a motive unto virtue, © --. 

In the mean while, Arc helaus's pteſectute 
being added to ria, Cæſar ſent (1) Ouirings, 
a man of conſular dignity, to make a ſciaute 
of his effects in Syria, and ſell the houſe of 
Archelaas. 


(1) He was twice ſent by Ceſar into Syria, but not upon the ſame Account; the firſt was upon the 
&dToyeagn, of which Lale it. 2. takes Notice, which was defigned not only to bring to Account how many 
Forces Fudea, the whole Roman Empire, the ſeveral Provinces, confederate Kings and Cities, could muſter 
The ſecond Journey was upon an &z0yeaes, which, properly rating, was not a true one, but only a Confſ- 
cation of the Effects of Archelaus, and a levying a Tribute upon the Provincials, as is mentioned, 4 v. 3 
for Judea being reduced, after the Baniſhment of Arcbelaus, into a Province, was ordered to remain under 
the JuriſdiQtion of the Roman Governors. He that wants to be more fully ſatisfied in this Matter, and in the 
Agreement of Luke and Joſephus, let him refer himſelf to Montacute, upon his Sacred Originals, and others 


who have handled this Subject. 
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SHA P. I. 


How Quirinus was ſent by Cæſar to tax Syria and Judea; and Coponius to govern 
Judea. Alſo of Judas Galilzus, and the Sets among the Jews. 


the proſecution of ſuch an enterprize. More- 
over, that God would not afford them a more 
aſſured way to ſettle their fortunes, than by 
this means; namely, if they would employ 
themſelves in the execution of their deſigns; 
Li and if, having conceived in their minds high 
order, to do juſtice among the people, and to and noble attempts, they forebore not to ac- 
ſeſs and tax every man's goods. oponius, a compliſh the ſame, notwithſtanding the exe- 
Ki: cution thereof coſt them their lives. Theſe 
ſpeeches of theirs were entertained by the peo- 
ple with great pleaſure; and by the ſame they 
were the more confirmed and heartened to re- 
bellion; ſo that there was no kind of evil which 
theſe men ſet not on foot; nay, the whole na- 
tion was ſo full of miſeries, it was impoſſible 
to relate them; for the wars went on with ſuch 
fury, that it was impoſſible to reſtrain the vio- 
lence thereof; ſo that they neither ſpared 
friends nor enemies, but were wholly given 
over to the ſpoil ; there was nothing but rob- 
beries and murthers of the nobility, under pre- 
tence to eſtabliſh the eſtate of the common- 
weal, but, in effect, for their private profit 
ſake; whereby their cities were ruined with 
ſedition and murthers; in which the inhabi- 
tants killed one another after a ſtrange manner 
of fury and deſire they had not to ſpare any 
of thoſe who were not of their faction; and 
though they were afflicted with foreign ene- 
mies and famine, yet none of thoſe could pa- 
cify their fury, nor make them forbear to de- 


0 1 be reg going into Judea was, in Fact, to collect the Seſs, having performed it for Sentius Saturni- 
ers to . ident of Syria, to whom Tertullian, l. iv. againſt Marcion. c. 48, aicribes the former Seſs; but 
TT. © Rurinus, who, for his great Skill in the Eaſtern Affairs, was joined with Saturninus, with an extra- 
inary Authority, | 


3 G6) Joſephus, in lib. xx. calls him a Galilean, where he makes a plain Diſtinction between Galilee and 


* 14 


7: 
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= — "wager = Judas may have this double Name, thus ; namely, one of them from the Place of his Birth, 
1 et from that of his Education; as Apollonius, the Writer of the Argonautick Expedition, was call'd 


= B. vs, from his Country, and Rhodius, from the City where he wrote: 
5 | fr 7 


432 Fravius Joszenus Book XVII 
ſtroy cities, and ſhed innocent blood, till at The Eſſenes attribute unto God 
Kngth the ſorrible miſchiet took Tuch a head, ment of tg f Sem. 
that they conſumed the temple of God, and the ſouls of men are immortal, and the utter. 
burned all the ſtately buildings, ſo dangerous a moſt of their endeavour and delight is to — 
thing it is to change the manners and cuſtoms 2 
of a countty; for Js and Jadancus having 
introduced and tailed a foufth fect; and tying oth of 
the ſectaries to their command, filled the whole different ceremonies ; for which cauſe the 
commonweal with many troubles, and planted ſecluded out of the common temple, and 1 
the roots of thoſe milchieſs, which afterwards fice pate; otherwiſe they are men of moſt 4 
ſpread abroad from his unaccuſtomed fect ; for conciled behaviours, and ſuch as ate wholly 11 
which cauſe, I think it not amiſs to diſcourſe dicted to sultivate heir land. They have * 
briefly of theſe ſectaries opinions; whereby ſo cuſtom, Which is wofthy offadtniration, 1h ſubh 
many evils have fallen upon our nation. a one, as is not to bEfound among any other. 
There were three ſeas among the Fews, of either Creeks or Barbarians, who make account 
long continuance and antiquity, the Efſenes, the of virtue, which they have practiſed from a 
S244nces, and thoſe who were called Phariſees; antiquity ; which is, that they poſſeſs their g00ds 
of thoſe we have ſpoken of 1n our ſecond book in common, neither doth the richeſt among them 
of the wars of the Jews; and yer I think it make more uſe of his poſſeſſions, than he that 
not amiſs to ſpeak ſome what of them iu this hath Kaſt of all. They axe at leaſt foud thou. 
place alſo. ED ſand in number, wie have neither wives nor 
The Phariſees uſe a very auſtere and ſtrict flaves, ſuppoſing that women are the Occaſion 
kind of tife, and addict not themſelves to any of injuſtice, and {lavesthe.cauſe of inſurreGtions, 
kind of delicacy, but diligently follow that and living a-part by themſelves, they ſerye on; 
which their reaſon induceth them unto. They another, and chuſe certain upright men among 
honour their elders, neither dare they reply or the priefts, to gather the fruits and revenues df 
reproach them for their admonitions. They the land, to the end they may be maintained 
attribute all things unto fate, and yet they take and nouriſhed thereby. In a word, they olloy 
not an aſſent of will from man; ſuppoling that the ſame. courſe of life that they do, 10 ate 


+4 * 


God tempereth all things in ſuch fort, that by called (a) Poliſi among the Daci. 
his ordinance and man's will, all things are The fourth ſect was founded by Fudus i == 
performed, good or evil. They believe alto, Galilee, which accorderh altcgethel 2 ini 
that the ſouls of men are immortal, and after things with the Phari/ees, bat they are e. 
death they receive their reward, according as tremely zeatons of their liberty, xcknowletging 
they have addicted themſelves to virtue or vice but one only God, lord and maſtet of all things; 
in their life times; the one to lie in perperual and had rather both themſelves with their deatet 
priſon, the other to rife again very ſhortly ; children and kindred, ſhonld endure the moſt 
for which cauſe they are in great eſteem among ' grievous and bitter torments that may be ins- 
the people; and all that appertaineth to God, gined, than call any mortal man their lod, Of 
whether prayers or ſacriſices, are done as they which conſtancy of theits, I forbear to diſcoutlt 
give directions. So ample a teſtimony do the any further at this time, for it is ſufficiently 
cities yield of their wiſdom, temperance, and known unto divers who have been eye- Rn 
honeſt lite. | thereof; neither do I fear, leſt any one fond 
But the Saddrices are of opinion, the ſouls of ſuppoſe thoſe things to be incredible, which! 
men periſh with their bodies; they obſerve no have ſaid of them; but rather that I he 
other thing, but that which is in the law, and ſpoken leſs than they themſelves make evident 
hold it a virtue to diſpute with their maſters in contemning their grievous tortures and pu- 
concerning the decrees of their ſect. Their niſhments; which courage and magnanimit) d 
opinion is entertained by very few, yet they tlieits encreaſed very mightily ambôngſt our l. 
are ſuch, who, for the moſt part, are men of tion, being kindled by the moſt grievous in- 
the beſt account; there is hardly any thing ries which were offered us by Gefrirs Florus, ol 
done without their advice, and when they are governor. By which means, at length it cin: my 
advanced to any honours, they are enforced to ro paſs, that they revolted and rebelled at woe 
allow of that which the Phar/ces ſhall propoſe, the people of Rome. Thus much conceme was 
otherwiſe the common people will not endure rhe ſects among the Fews. e 

them. | | ORs 


(a) Ruſinus ſays, their Habits were coſtly, and very neat, at the Time Judas was Head of their Sect Ma 8 
S-aliger lays, that all the Scythians and Thrucians were called Nymades, à common Name to all of them, l 
lived in Waggons ; and that the firſt who philolophized amongſt them, began to live'in Towns and \ 

and were from thence called Po/;/t;. | N | 151038 | 
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Book XVIII. Of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
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CHAP. II. 


4 H d and Philip erected Cities in Honour of Caſar. Of the Succeſſion of the 
8 Fre edit Colley: and the Things that happened to Phraates and the Parthians. 


FTER that .Ovirinus had confiſcated 
Arc helaus's goods, and finiſhed the valua- 
tion of every man's eſtate (which happen- 
ed thirty ſeven years afrer Anthony's over- 
throw by Cæſar in the battle at Actium) he 
depoſed Joazarus from the prieſtly dignity, by 
reaſon of that ſedition, which the people ſtir- 
red up againſt him, and eſtabliſhed Annaus, the 
ſon ot Seth, in his place; but Herod and Phi- 
/ip took each of them the poſleſſion of their 
tetrarchy, and diſpoſed of the affairs thereof. 
Herod 1ncloſed Sepphoris with a ſtrong wall, 
and made it the chiefeſt city and ornament of 
Galilee. He fortified alſo another city, called 
Betharamptha, and named it Julias, in honour 
of Fulia, the emperor Ce/ar's wife. Philip re- 
paired Panada, ſituated near unto the head of 
Jordan, and called it Cz/area. He repaired al- 
{o the borough of Beth/aida, near unto the lake 
of Gennaſereth, and gave it the dignity of a city, 
both for the number of inhabitants, and for 
other pre-eminences, and called it Julia by 
Ce/ar's wite's.name. 

As for Coponius, the governor in Fudea, who 
(as we have ſaid) was ſent with OHirinus, in his 
time there happened what followeth: At the 
feaſt of unleavened bread, which we call Pa/- 
cha, the cuſtom was for the prieſts to open the 
temple gates about midnight, at which time 
certain Jamaritaas, who ſecretly entered into 
Aieroſolyma, aſſoon as the gates were open, 
ſpread men's bones amidſt the porches, and over 
all the temple, whereby it came to paſs, that 


than they had done before. Some little while 
after Coponins returned to Rome, and Marcus 
Ambivins ſucceeded him in the government. 
In his time Salome, king Herod's ſiſter, depart- 
irg out of this lite, bequeathed unto Julia, 
the city of Famnia, and all the lands and coun- 
try round about. She gave her alſo Phaſaclis, 
ſituate on the plain of Archaclis, where there 


are divers date trees, bearing moſt excellent 


fruit. 


After Ambivins, Aunius Rufus had the com- 
mand; in whoſe time died Auguſtus Ceſar, the 
ſecond Roman emperor, after he had reigned 
fifty ſeven years, ſix months, and two days, 
and had Antonius, his co-partener in the monar- 
= cy tor the ſpace of fourteen years: Be lived 
in te whole ſeventy ſeven years. After Ce- 
ar, ſucceeded Tiberius Nero, the ſon of Fulia, 
bis witc, who was the third Roman emperor : It 
as hc thar ſent the fifth governor into Tudea 
- 4 whoſe name was Valerius Gratus, who ſucceed- 
* 4 ed Aunius Rufus + This Gratus depoſed Ana- 
F. 5 and appointed Iſnuael, the fon of Fabins, 
; . 3 8 his 757 (for he lived 
E - Haus, was ich. oy, ; 1 Foo on 1 
75 þ Sh-pricit a year after. This 

0 was allo depoſed, and the prieſthood 
N 40. | | 


the prieſts began to keep a more diligent watch 


was given to Simon, the ſon of Camithus, who 
continuing in this dignity for a year's ſpace and 
no longer, Foſeph, called Caiphas, ſucceeded 
him. After Gratus had behaved himſelt thus, 
he returned to Rome, after he had remained in 
Fudea for the ſpace of eleven years. After 
him came Pontius Pilate, and ſucceeded him in 
the government. : 

But Herod, the tetrarch, being entertained 
into Iiberius's friendſhip, built a city in ho- 
nour of his name, and called it Tiberius; and 
planted it in the fruitfuleſt part of Galilee, 
hard by the lake Genneſereth, and near unto 
the natural baths in the borough called Em- 
mats. This city was peopled by ſtrangers, who 
reſorted from all parts, and by many out of 
the country of Galilee, ſome of whom were 
conſtrained to inhabit the ſame. Some of thoſe 
likewiſe who were in authority repaired thither, 
and from all countries many flocked thither, 
who were not all aſſuredly held to be freedmen ; 
all which he made free, and gave them great 
gifts, on that condition, that they ſhould not 
abandon the city. To ſome of them he gave 
houſes already built; to others lands very apt 
to be tilled, knowing that inhabiting ſuch a 
place was contrary to the laws and cuſtoms 
of his country, and the ordinances of the 7ews ; 
for Tiberius was built in a place full of Sepul- 
chres; and our law ſaith, he who converſeth 
in thoſe places is held unclean and defiled for 
the ſpace of ſeven days. 

At that time Phraates, king of Parthia, died, 
being treacheroully killed by his ſon Phraa- 
taces, for this cauſe; after Phraates had begot- 
ten many lawful children, he took an Italian 
woman to be his concubine, called Thermuſa, 
whom with other preſents Julius Ceſar had 
ſent unto him. After he had begotten upon 
her his fon Phraates, he was ſo much be- 
ſotted with her beauty, that he took her to his 
wite, and held her in high efteem. She who 
could perſuade him unto all ſhe pleaſed, en- 
forced herſelf to the uttermoſt to make her 
ſon king of Parthia, and ſeeing ſhe could not 
attain her end, except ſhe firſt found out the 
means to deliver herſelt from PhÞraates's lawful 
children, ſhe perſuaded him to ſend them hoſ- 
tages to Rome. In a word, they were preſent- 
ly ſent away, becauſe Phraates had not the 
power to contradict Thermuſa's will; and only 
Phraataces was brought up in ſtate affairs, who 
thinking the time too tedious and long to 
want the kingdom till his father was dead, 
conſpired agaiuſt him by the inſtigation and fur- 
therance of his mother, with whom (as it was 
thought) he committed incett ; in effect, being 
equally attainted of thoſe two enormous crimes, 
both tor the murther of his father, and inceit 
committed with his mother. He was univer- 
ſally hated by his ſubjects, who rebelled againtt 
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him before he was ſettled in his kingdom; by 
which means he was overthrown, and died. 
The noblemen among the Parthians, perceiv- 
ing it was impoſſible for them to maintain their 
ſtare without a king; and that their king ought 
lineally to be deſcended from the race of the 
Arſacians (becauſe by cuſtom, they were not 
to chooſe any out of another ſtock,) and ſup- 
poſing their ordinances had too much already 
been broken, and it would redound to their 
great diſhonour, if the kingdom ſhould be con- 
tinued in the hands of ſuch a man who was de- 
ſcended from an Italian concubine, they ſent 
ambaſſadors to require Herod to come to be 
their king, who otherwiſe was hated by all the 
people, and accuſed of extreme cruelty. In a 
word, he was an unſociable man, and extreme- 
ly cholerick, notwithſtanding he was of the 
blood of the Ar/acides ; and therefore the peo- 
ple flock*d about him, and killed him 1n a ban- 
quet made at a certain ſacrifice (for the cuſtom 
of the Parthians was, for every one to bear his 
weapon) or, as the common report was, he 
was killed when he was a hunting; for this 
cauſe they ſent ambaſſadors ro Rome, requir- 
ing one of the hoſtages there might be their 
king. One Vonones was ſent unto them, who 
was preferred above all his brethren; for he 
ſeemed to be capable of that high degree of 
honour, as to command the two greateſt ſove- 
reignties that were under the ſun; the one of 
his own nation, the other of a foreign dominion. 


But the barbarians, who were by nature incon- 


ſtant and moſt inſolent, ſhortly after repented 
themſelves; for they diſdain'd to execute the 
command of a ſlave, (for ſo called they a pledge) 
ſaying, That the Parthians had not a king given 
them by right of war; but that which was the 
greateſt abuſe that could befal them, by an in- 
Jury offer'd them in time of a ſhameful peace; 
for which cauſe, they ſpeedily ſent for Artaba- 

1s, king of Media, who was of the race of the 
Arſacides. To this requeſt of theirs he wil- 
lingly condeſcended, and came unto them with 


CHA 


his army, and Vonones marched forward x al 

him: At the firſt encounter, although N 
common ſort amongſt the Parthians fayour | 
Artabanus, yet he was overcome, and fed. 
the mountains of Media; but not long the 
having aſſembled a greater army, he once Pei 
{ct upon Vonones, and defeated him: At which 
time, Vonones retired himſelf, with ſome horſ 

men of his into Seleucia; but Artabanys *ag 
ing made a great ſlaughter of thoſe that fled. 
and wholly abaſhed the minds of the Barla 


rians, he retired to the city of Sze/phoy, with 


thoſe people that accompanied him, and ys, 
afterwards made king of Parthia, Vonones ar. 
rived in Armenia, and at the firſt ſought tg 
make himſelf king over that nation, {endir 


to this effect, certain ambaſſadors to Rome; but | 


Tiberius repulſed his ſuit, in reſpe& of his 
cowardice ; but the rather, becauſe Artabany; 
by an expreſs embaſſage, had threaten'd hin 
with war; for thoſe of the greateſt power a. 
mong the Armenians (who are thoſe who duell 
about the flood Niphaies) maintained Autaba- 


nus's title; and Vonones, deſtitute of all hope 


to obtain the kingdom, yielded himſelf to 5. 
lanus, who was governor of Syria ; and in re- 
gard that he had been brought up at Rome, he 
was kept in Syria, and Artabanus gave Arm: 
nia to Urodes, one of his ſons. ' 

Antiochts, king of the Comagenes, died alſo 
at that time; and there fell a debate betwixr 
the commons and the nobility; fo that both 
parties ſent their ambaſſadors to Rome. The 
nobles demanded the kingdom might be re- 
duced into divers provinces,” and the people 
requeſted they might be honoured by a king, 
as they had been accuſtomed. The ſenate de- 
creed Germanicus ſhould be ſent to ſettle the 
affairs of the eaſt, fortune thereby preſenting 
him with the occaſion of his ruin ; for when he 
arrived in the eaſt, and orderly diſpoſed all 
things, he was poiſoned by Pio, whereot he 
died, as 1s declared 1n another place. 


FF. HL 


A Sedition of the Jews againſt Pilate : of CHRIST, and the things that happents 
to Pollinas and the Jews at Rome. 


ILATE, governor of Fudea, led his 

army from Cæſaria to Hieroſolyma, where 
he wintered them, with an intent to bring in Cæ- 
ſar's (1) ſtandards into the city, in contempt of 
our law, which forbiddeth us to make images; 
for which thoſe governors who were before him 
were won't to make their entries into the city 
without ſuch pictures or paintings. Pilate was 
the firſt, who unawares, and by night, entered 


 Hieroſolyma, bringing with him his images, 


which, when the people underſtood, in great 


(1) Otherwiſe thus: But Pilate, Procurator of Fydea, at the Head of Ceſar's Army, treacheroully © 
deavouring to bring it unto Hieroſolyma, with the Standards of Ceſar, a Thing forbidden by on 
and which no other General had ever uſed before; Pilate being the firſt, who without tac Know 
the Jews, entered Hieraſulhmæ, and ſet up the Standards in the City. | 


multitudes they reſorted to Cæſaria, beſecciutg 
him for many days, that he would tran{port 
thoſe images unto ſome other place; but le 
Pilate denied them to perform their rede, 
becauſe the matter would redound to 6/9 
diſhonour ; and the Jes alſo ceaſed not to 
licit him ſome ſix days after, commands : 
ſoldiers to lay in ambuſh in a readineſs, he 14 
him down in the tribunal within the Hippo 
making uſe of the opportunity of the place, ** 
cauſe it was moſt fit for a ſtratagem; there,“ 
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ing urged once more about the ſame buſineſs, 


he gave a ſign to his ſoldiers to beſet them, 
threatning them with death, except they would 


refeatly give over their ſuit, and repair every 


one of them, with all ſpeed, to their own houſes ; 
but they proſtrating themſelves upon the carth, 
and offering their naked throats, told him, they 
had rather die, than ſee their laws violated. 
pate amazed at the conſtancy they ſhewed in 


the converſation of their laws, ſuddenly cauſed: 


Celar's images to be tranſported out of Hierc/0- 


Iz into Ceſarea. | 
And not long after, he intended to take mo- 


ney gut of the facred treaſury, to cauſe water 


to be brought into the city through conduits, 
from a fountain more than two hundred turlongs 
off; which the people took ſo ill, that many 
thouſands of meu aſſembled themſelves, exclaim- 
ing againſt Hate; endeavouring thereby to 


make him give over his enterprize. Some of 


them alſo, uttered divers injurious ſpeeches 
againſt him, as it ordinarily falleth out amongſt 
an unbridled multitude, but he cauſed them to 
be encompatled by a great number of his ſol- 
diers, attired in popular habits, with cudgels, 
and, without diſtinction of perſons, fell on all 
thoſe whom they had encompaſſed, and ſo unmer- 
ciſully laid on them who were naked and diſ- 
armed, that ſome of them were killed, others 
oricvouſly hurt; and atter this manner was the 
tumult and ſedition appeaſed. 

At that time was Feu a wiſe man, if it be 
lawful ro call him a man; for he was the per- 
former of divers admirable works, and the in- 
ſtructer ot thoſe who willingly entertained the 
truth ; and he drew unto him divers Jews and 
Creeks to be his followers. "This was Chrift, 
who being accuſed by the princes of our nation 
before Plate, and afterwards condemned by 
our people, and puniſhed with crucifixion; yet 
they ceaſed not to loye him, who had once ſer 
their love upon him; for he appeared alive again 
the third day, the holy prophets having ſpoken 
theſe and a thouſand more things about him. 
And a nation from him hath. took the denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians, who remain unto this very 
day. 

Much about the ſame time, an unfortunate 
accident happened at Rome in the temple of 1s, 


of a ſhameleſs nature, and which proved of bad 
W conſequence to the Fews. 
place take notice of the action committed up- 
on the ac, and next turn my diſcourſe, and 


I will in the firſt 


WE ſpcak of the things which beſel the Fews : 
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that Decius Vinndas, 


I bocre was at Rome a lady named Paulina, of 
illaſtrious birth, and great character, for the 
cxcceding deſire ſhe thewed to follow virtue. 
he was very rich, and extremely beautiful, 
. being of that age, in which women are the 
= mot gay and ſprightly, and what was the fair- 
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eſt qualification of all, her life was one continued 
10 of modeſty and virtue: She was mar- 
ricd to Saturninus, a perſon every way accom- 
It happened 
a Roman knight of great 


ittinction, fell in love with her, Who, finding 


be large and 
etteckual to 


„ 
1 


* br 
Fs 
7 


coſtly preſents he made her, in- 
L gain his deſires, was but the more 
ntlamed, and offered to give her, it ſhe would 


ec him only once lie with her, two hundred thou- 
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ſand Attic drachms. But ſeeing that this was 
not proof ſufficient to win her, and extremely 
troubled to find his love rejected, he thought 
it the wiſeſt courſe he could take, to pine him- 
ſelf to death for the cruelty he ſuffered from 
Paulina. It was thus he had reſolved within 
himſelf to put a period to his liſe, and he had 
immediately done it, if an accident had not pre- 
vented him. Mundus had a freed woman which 
belonged once to his father, named Ida, artful 
to an extreme, in the management of any bad 
deſign; ſhe could not endure to ſee the young 
man her maſter, ſo obſtinately perſiſt in his re- 
ſolution of pining himſelf to death, which, 
ſhould he continue much longer in the ſenti- 
ments he harbour'd, he muſt, the ſaw, inevitably 
do. Wheretore to prevent his purpoſe the went 
and comforted him, telling him, the could aſſure 
him there was a way to be found that would 
throw him into the embraces of Paulina. Mun- 
dus eagerly liſtening to her words, ſhe added, 
that for fifty thouſand drachms ſhe would make 
it her buſineſs to overcome Panlina's chaſtity. 
This giving the young gentleman new hopes, 
he gave her the ſum of money the asked, and 
immediately took a quite different courſe with 
her, to what the others had done who had been 
employed to that end, as ſeeing that money 
or preſents had no effect upon her; tor knows 
ing ſhe was extremely devouted to the worthip 
of Iſis, ſhe enters upon the ſcheme following: 
Having aflembled ſeveral ot the prieſts together, 
and diſcourſed with them a while upon the 
affair indifferently, and received from them a 
ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, and ſhewn them the 
money, the molt efficacious article of all the 
reſt, twenty five thouſand drachms of which, 
the told them, ſhould be paid them down in 
hand, and as many more upon bringing the 
matter to bear; ſhe then proceeded to lay open 
the fierce loye of the young man her maſter, 
and begged them to try every method that 
he might have an intervicw with Paulina. The 
prieſts, won over by the great quantity of gold, 
received it, and promiſed to put in practice 
what ſhe deſired forthwith. lu conſequence of 
the agreement, the eldeſt of the prieſts immedi- 
ately went to Paulina, and delired her to ſtep 
aſide, for he wanted to ſpeak wich her. Pau- 
lina condeſcending to the requeſt, he then told 
her, that he was ſent from Anubis, the god 
having fallen in love with her, and ordered 
her to come to him; theſe words were very 
delightful to Paulina, and what ſhe had indeed 
withed; ſhe boaſted among her acquaintance of 
the honour the god Anubis did her, and ſigni- 
fied the whole affair to her husband; and, in 
the concluſion, prepared a ſupper, and a bed 
for the god. Her husband ſubſided, as knowing 
the inſurmountable Chaſtity of his wife. Ac- 
coruingly, Paulina went into the temple, and 


having ſupped, about the time of reſt the prieſts 


ſhut the gates of the temple, for Mundiis had 
been concealed within before; and put out 
all the lamps in the Sacrarium. Mundus was 
not long in finding his miſtreſs, and all the 
night he revelled ia her arms, the all the 
while ſuppoſing him to be the god: Min- 
aus made oft beiore the prieſts, who knew no- 
thing of the plot, were tticring, and Paulina in 

the 


„ att 
1114 4 
LILY 
} 1 
* 
4 
[ : 
- * 
% 10 
il * 
4 £ 74 
„ 
1 
4 
4 h 419 
A 
. I 
* . 
4 2 Ly 
. 
nn. 
bl * 
þ 2 
bl 1 
3 
b . 
11 — 74 
J 18 
, yz 
HH 
wi : 
. 
1 
1 « 
"831 
* 
4 : 
VI 
| —. 
* * 
oy ©? 
* % 
l 1 
7 
4 1 
. 4 i3 
5 * 
: „ 
—_— 
14 ity 
1 
5 H 
F : 
Vs 
4 Ul "2 
38 
1 8 'F. 
>, 
— 
* 1 
4 i 
U 
1 11 
1 
$ 4 
6 fl 
= . 
. 
ok C3 
1 9.4 
* 1 . 
d 5 
? * 7 
- 
© If 
iy Xs * 
1 10 5 
. 4 4 
. x a; * 
+», BY 
* 3 
. 
1 f 2 * 5s 
1 
ol ' wi . 2 
= 
=_ -7 + BY 
i 1 
F 1 
19 þ 
. *, 
WS * 
* * 
_— 
1] x : 
I 
7 4 
2* N 4 
| 0 
? 11 71 +2 
* 12 2 
*. : 
' #7, 
BT 
J \ 74 . 
1 4 4: $ 
—_— 
5 { 
9 
+ Aa 
14 15 
1 
+ 1 
* 2 ” 
mT” 
__ 
_— 75 
| , F 7 
1 23 % 
. 
N + 
7 —_— 
13 * * wah 
j 1 
Y 0 
* 1 
N 1 
0 \ 3 
} . 4 « 
1 
4 r 
* +; IS 
[ . $8 
þ 1 a 
15 9 4 
2 : 
r 
1 FE 
j _ .; . 
1 
A 15 5 
„ 
Fe 7 + 
i * 
: 3 
' 


434 Fravius Jos EFHHus Book XVII. 


him beſore he was ſettled in his kingdom; by 
which means he was overthrown, and died. 
The noblemen among the Parthians, perceiv- 
ing it was impoſſible for them to maintain their 
ſtate without a king; and that their king ought 
lineally to be deſcended from the race of the 
Arſaciaus (becauſe by cuſtom, they were not 
to chooſe any out of another ſtock,) and ſup- 
poſing their ordinances had too much already 
been broken, and it would redound to their 
great diſhonour, if the kingdom ſhould be con- 
tinued in the hands of ſuch a man who was de- 
ſcended from an Italian concubine, they ſent 


ambaſſadors to require Herod to come to be 


their king, who otherwiſe was hated by all the 
people, and accuſed of extreme cruelty. In a 
word, he was an unſociable man, and extreme- 
ly cholerick, notwithſtanding he was of the 
blood of the Ar/acides ; and therefore the peo- 
ple flock'd about him, and killed him in a ban- 
quet made at a certain ſacrifice (tor the cuſtom 
of the Parthians was, for every one to bear his 
weapon) or, as the common report was, he 
was killed when he was a hunting; for this 
cauſe they ſent ambaſſadors to Rome, requir- 
ing one of the hoſtages there might be their 
king. One Vonones was ſent unto them, who 
was preferred above all his brethren; for he 
ſeemed to be capable of that high degree of 
honour, as to command the two greateſt ſove- 
reignties that were under the ſun; the one of 
his own nation, the other of a foreign dominion. 
But the barbarians, who were by nature incon- 
ſtant and moſt inſolent, ſhortly after repented 
themſelves; for they diſdain'd to execute the 
command of a ſlave, (for ſo called they pledge) 
ſaying, That the Parthians had not a king given 
them by right of war; but that which was the 
greateſt abuſe that could befal them, by an in- 
Jury offer'd them in time of a ſhameful peace ; 
for which cauſe, they ſpeedily ſent for Artaba- 


ans, king of Media, who was of the race of the 


Arſacides. To this requeſt of theirs he wil- 
lingly condeſcended, and came unto them with 


CH A 


his army, and Vonones marched forward ads: 

him: F< the firſt encounter, althoug 2k 
common ſort amongſt the Parthians favour : 
Artabanus, yet he was overcome, and Win 
the mountains of Media; but not long alt 5 
having aſſembled a greater army, he once "ay 
{ct upon Yonones, and defeated him: Ar which 
time, Vonones retired himſelf, with ſome horf, 

men of his into Seleucia; but Artabanys "rg 
ing made a great ſlaughter of thoſe that ac, 
and wholly abaſhed the minds of the Bare 
rians, he retired to the city of Stephen, with 
thoſe people that accompanied him, and way 
afterwards made king of Parthia. Vonones ar. 
rived in Armenia, and at the firſt fought to 
make himſelf king over that nation, fendir 
to this effect, certain ambaſſadors to Rome; but 


Tiberius repulſed his ſuit, in reſpe& of hig 


cowardice ; but the rather, becauſe Artabary; 
by an expreſs embaſſage, had threaten'd hin 
with war; for thoſe of the greateſt power 4. 
mong the Armenians (who are thoſe who duell 
about the flood Niphaies) maintained Arty}. 
nuss title; and Vonones, deſtitute of all hope 
to obtain the kingdom, yielded himſelf to 91 
lanus, who was governor of Syria ; and in re- 
gard that he had been brought up at Rome, he 
was kept in Syria, and Artabanus gave Arm: 
nia to Urodes, one of his ſons. 

Antiochns, king of the Comagenes, died alſo 
at that time; and there fell a debate betwixr 
the commons and the nobility; fo that both 
parties ſent their ambaſſadors to Rome, The 
nobles demanded the kingdom might be te- 
duced into divers provinces,” and the people 
requeſted they might be honoured by a king, 


as they had been accuſtomed. The ſenate de- 


creed Germanicus ſhould be ſent to ſettle the 
affairs of the eaſt, fortune thereby preſenting 
him with the occaſion of his ruin ; for when he 
arrived in the eaſt, and orderly diſpoſed all 
things, he was poiſoned by Po, whereot he 
died, as is declared in another place. 


P. III. 


A Sedition of the Jews againſt Pilate: Of CHRIST, and the things that happents 
_ to Pollinas and the Jews at Rome. 


P ILATE, governor of Fudea, led his 
army from Cæſaria to Hieroſolyma, where 
he wintered them, with an intent to bring in Cæ- 
{ar's (1) ſtandards into the city, in contempt of 
our law, which forbiddeth us to make images; 
for which thoſe governors who were before him 
were won't to make their entries into the city 
without ſuch pictures or paintings. Plate was 
the firſt, who unawares, and by night, entered 
Hieroſolyma, bringing with him his images, 
which, when the people underſtood, in great 


multitudes they reſorted to Cæſaria, beſeeciung 
him for many days, that he would tranſport 
thoſe images unto ſome other place; but el 
Pilate denied them to perform their requeſt 
becauſe the matter would redound to C 
diſhonour ; and the Fews alſo ceaſed not to 
licit him ſome ſix days after, commanding | 
ſoldiers to lay in ambuſh in a readineſs, he“ 
him down in the tribunal within the Hippodrit 
making uſe of the opportunity of the place, '” 
cauſe it was molt fit for a ſtratagem; there, b 


(1) Otherwiſe thus: But Pilate, Procurator of Judoa, at the Head of Ceſar's Army, treacheroullſ © 


deavouring to bring it unto Fieroſolyma, with the Standards of Czſar, a Thing forbidden by on 
and which no other General had ever uſed before; Pilate being the firſt, who without the Kos 
the Jews, entered Hirroſulyme, and ſet up the Standards in the City. 5 
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Book XVIII. 
ing urged once more about the ſame buſineſs, 
he gave a ſign to his foldters to beſet them, 
threatning them with death, except they would 

reſently give over their ſult, and repair every 
obe of them, with all ſpeed, to their own houſes ; 
but they proftrating themſelves npon the carth, 


and offering their naked throats, told him, they 


had rather die, than ſee their laws violated. 
Pilate amazed at the conſtancy they ſhewed in 


the converſation of their laws, ſuddenly cauſed 


Ce/1r's images to be tranſported out of Hierc/0- 


ima into Ca. | 
And not Jong after, he intended to take mo- 


ney ur of the ſacred treaſury, to cauſe water 


to be brought into the city through conduits, 
from a fountain more than two hundred turlongs 
off; which the people took fo ill, that many 
thouſands of men aſſembled themſelves, exclaim- 
ing againſt Pilate; endeavouring thereby to 


make him give over his enterprize. Some of 


them alſo, uttered divers injurious ſpeeches 
againſt him, as it ordinarily falleth out amongſt 
an unbridled multitude, but he cauſed them to 
be encompaſſed by a great number of his ſol- 
diers, attired in popular habits, with cudgels, 
and, without diſtinction of perſons, fell on all 
thoſc whom they had encompaſſed, and ſo unmer- 
cifally laid on them who were naked and diſ- 
armed, that ſome of them were killed, others 
grievouſſy hurt; and atter this manner was the 
tumult and ſedition appeaſed. 

At that time was 7 a wife man, if it be 
lawful to call him a man; for he was the per- 
former of divers admirable works, and the in- 
ſtructer ot thoſe who willingly entertained the 
truth ; and he drew unto him divers Jews and 
Greeks to be his followers. This was Chrif, 
who being accuſed by the princes of our nation 

before Plate, and afterwards condemned by 
our people, and puniſhed with crucifixion; yet 
they ceaſed not to loye him, who had once ſet 
their love upon him; for he appeared alive again 
the third day, the holy prophets having ſpoken 
theſe and a thouſand more things about him, 
Anda nation trom him hath. rook the denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians, who remain unto this very 
day. 

Mach about the fame time, an unfortunate 

accident happened at Rome in the temple of Vs, 
of a ſhameleſs nature, and which proved of bad 


BE conſequence to the Fews. I will in the firſt 
place take notice of the action committed up- 


BE cxcccding deſire the thewed to follow virtue. 
he was very rich, and extremely beautiful, 
L 3 being of that age, in which women are the 
BR mot gay and ſprightly, and what was the fair- 


eſt qualification of all, her life was one continued 


ſcene of modeſty and virtue: She was mar- 
E 1 ried to daturginus, a perſon every way accom- 
f piſhed to join ſo good a wife. It happened 
1 3 Decius Hundus, a Roman knight of great 
a :{tinction, fell in love with her, who, finding 


be large and coſtly preſents he made her, in- 


1 eflectual to gain his deſires, was but the more 
timed, and offered to give her, it ſhe would 


E | let him only once lie with her, two hundred thou- 
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thing of the plot, were ſtirring, and Paulina in 
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ſand Attic drachms. But ſeeing that this was 
not proof ſufficient to win her, and extremely 
troubled to find his love rejected, he thought 
it the wiſeſt courſe he could take, to pine him- 
ſelf to death for the cruelty he ſuffered from 
Paulina. It was thus he had reſolved within 
himſelf to put a period to his liſe, and he had 
immediately done it, if an accident had not pre- 
vented him. Mundus had a freed woman which 
belonged once to his father, named Ida, artful 
to an extreme, in the management of any bad 
deſign; ſhe could not endure to ſee the young 
man her maſter, ſo obſt inately perſiſt in his re- 
ſolution of pining himſelf to death, which, 
ſhould he continue much longer in the ſenti- 
ments he harbour'd, he muſt, the ſaw, inevitably 
do. Wherefore to prevent his purpoſe ſhe went 
and comforted him, telling him, the could aſſure 
him there was a way to be found that would 
throw him into the embraces of Paulina. Mun- 
dus ergerly liſtening to her words, the added, 
that for fifry thouſand drachms ſhe would make 
it her buſineſs to overcome Paulina's chaſtity. 
This giving the young gentleman new hopes, 
he gave her the ſum of money the asked, and 
immediately took a quite different courſe with 
her, to what the others had done who had been 
employed to that end, as ſeeing that money 
or preſents had no effect upon her; tor knows 
ing ſhe was extremely devouted to the worſhip 
of I/7s, ſhe enters upon the ſcheme following: 
Having aflembled ſeveral of the prieſts together, 
and diſcourſed with them a while upon the 
affair indifferently, and received from them a 
ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, and thewn them the 
money, the moſt efficacious article of all the 


reſt, twenty five thouſand drachms of which, 


me told them, ſhould be paid them down in 
hand, and as many more upon bringing the 


matter to bear ; ſhe then proceeded to lay open 


the fierce loye of the young man her matter, 
and begged them to try every method thar 
he might have an interview with Paulina, The 
prieſts, won over by the great quantity of gold, 
received it, and promiſed to put in practice 
what ſhe deſired forthwith. lu conſequence of 
the agreement, the eldeſt of the prieſts immedi- 
ately went to Paulina, and delired her to ſtep 
aſide, tor he wanted to ſpeak wich her. PA 
ling condeſcending to the requeſt, he then told 
her, that he was ſent from Anubis, the god 
having fallen in love with her, and ordered 
her to come to him; theſe words were very 
delightful to Paulina, and what ſhe had indeed 
withed; ſhe boaſted among her acquaintance of 
the honour the god Anubis did her, and figni- 
tied the whole affair to her husband; and, in 
the concluſion, prepared a ſupper, and a bed 
for the god. Her husband ſubſided, as Knowing 
the inſurmountable chaſtity of his wife. Ac- 
cordingly, Paulina went into the temple, and 


having ſupped, about the time ot reſt the prieſts 


ſhut the gates of the temple, for Mundits had 
been concealed within before; and put out 
all the lamps in the Sacrarium. Mundus was 
not long in finding his miſtreſs, and all the 
night he revelled in her arms, the all the 
while ſuppoſing him to be the god: Mun 
aus made off betore the prieſts, who kney no- 
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the morning coming to her husband, tells him. 
how ſhe had ſeen the god Anubis, and makes 
great boaſt. of what had been done her among 
her acquaintance : But they, when they con- 
Gdered the nature of the adventure, could not 
be induced to give credit to the whole affair, 
and on the other hand, when they reflected 
on the extraordinary chaſtity and high birth of 
Paulina, they ſtood in the utmoſt admiration, 
as finding nothing that could make them judge 
ill of her conduct. Three days after the perpe- 
tration of this fact, Mandus happening to meet 
Paulina, thus ſaid: Paulina, you have ſaved 
me tw hundred thouſand drachms, which you 
might have added to your ftore, and yer yots have 
fulſilled my deſires. Your loading me with re- 
proachful words duth not in the leaſt moleſt me; 


but my diſguiſe under the name of Anubis gives 


me great ſatisfaclion. And after he had thus 
ſpoken he went his way. But Paulina, ſuppoſ- 
ing he had been privy from the beginning to 
what had been tranſacted, tore her garment, 
and immediately went and told her husband, 
with all the baſeneſs of the intrigue, and beg- 
ed him not to {lip any opportunity to revenge 
her diſhonour ; he forthwith went and acquaint- 
ed the emperor with the whole proceeding. 
Tiberius coming to a juſt underſtanding of eve- 
ry thing, after he had put the prieſts to the rack, 
crucified them, and 14a, the cauſe of their de- 
ſtruction, as having plotted every thing to the 
lady's diſhonour; he likewiſe razed the temple 
to the ground, and ordered the ſtatue of %s to 
be plunged into the river Tiber. He condemn- 


Book XVIII 


ed Mundus to baniſhment, ſuppoſi 
puniſhment ſufficient for his e 
tranſgreſſed through the fury of his lo 
this is the affair, in which the prieſts of I; 
much diſhonoured their temple. I vill aka 
come to ſpeak of the accidents that b mw 
Fews who lived at Rome, as I before pr 
to do. 

There was a man, a Few by nation 
gade from his country, as having bee 
of living in contrariety to the laws, and feary 
to be puniſhed for it; in fine, he was in n 
reſpect a very wicked and flagitious wrerch. f 
reſided at this time at Rome, and profeſt Thy 
ſelt to be the expounder of the Miſaic lay. 
three others of the ſame principles with himſelf 
joined him, and Fulvia, a noble woman of Rey, 
made herſelf their pupil, having embraced Ty 
daiſm. Upon this they perſuaded her to ſend 
purple and gold to the temple at Hieroſulyms 
which they had no ſooner received, than they 
converted the things to their own uſes, and la. 
viſhed them away. Tiberius being acquainted 
with this affair by Saturninus, whom the em- 
peror had a friendſhip for, at the inſtieaticn of 
Fulvia his wife commanded all the Fes livin 
in Rome to be baniſhed thence. Accordins! 
the conſuls muſtering them together, enlijicd 
about four thouſand ot their body, and ſent them 
to the iſland of Sardinia; but a great number 
deſirous to keep up to the laws of their country 
refuſed being enliſted, and werepuniſhed. And 
thus for the tranſgreſſion of four men, the J 
were expelled the city. 
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CHAP. IV. 


How a Sedition was raiſed by the Samaritans, a great Number of whom Pilate put 
to Death. How Pilate was accuſed, and of the actions of Vitellius among the 


Jews and Parthians, 


HE Samaritans, in the interim, were up 

ina ſedition, occaſioned by a certain man, 
who accounted a lie of no ſignificancy, and 
did every thing to gain favour with the popu- 
lace, ordering them to aſcend Mount Garizim 
with him, which, in their opinion, is a hill of 
the greateſt ſacredneſs of any, proteſting to them 
he would ſnew them, when they came there 
the holy veſſels which Moſes had (1) concealed 
under ground there. The Samaritans believ- 
ing what he ſaid to be true, immediately took 
up arms, and made a village called Tirabatha 
the ſeat of their rendezvous, reſolving in a 
great body to aſcend the mountain. But Plate 
ſeized betore hand upon the road they had de- 
ſigned to take, with a body of horſe and foot 


forces, which he had detached to that end, who 


in the firſt encounter with thoſe that were aſ- 
ſembled in the village, put ſeveral of them to 
the ſword, others to flight, and others they 


took priſoners. The moſt powerful and princi- 


pal of thoſe they took, endeavouring to make 
their eſcape, Plate put to death. 
After this tumult of the Samaritans was ap- 


peaſed, their aſſembly ſent to Vitellius, a perlon 


of conſular dignity, and governor of Syria, and 
charged Pilate with the {laughter of thoſe who 
had periſhed ; they repreſented how they had 
not revolted from the Romans, but, to find“ 
ſafe refuge from the cruelties of Pilate, bs 
only withdrawn themſelves into the village d 
Tirabatha. Vitellius, upon this remonfitanc*, 
ſent his friend Marcellus to look into the ail 
of the Jews, and ordered Pilate to go to Ra, 
to anſwer there before the emperor, tothe al. 
legations brought againſt him. In ovecier® 
to this command, Pate, after he had gov 
ed Fudea ten years, returned to Ree, llt 
daring to diſobey the order of Vitellils. bur 
before he reached Rome, Tiberius departed th 
lite. | | 


(1) Mr. Reland, from the Samaritan Chronicle, recites a Tradition about the Ark, and Holy Veſſel 1 
in Mount Gariziz by tae Command of God, under the Prieſthood of Ozais; of which mention ib m4 
1 Crov. vi. 6. which is ſomething differently related in 2 Maccab. ii. 2. Hudſon: 
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Vi1ellres,; incthe mean winle, went into F 1 
dea, and tiavelled up! to Hionfe ma, at che 
time the feſtival called the puſſover was cele- 
brating : The Fews receiving him With W 
ordinary marks ot diſtinction, he was plea c 
to remit to them the cuſtoms they paid for the 
fruits uſually vended at Hieroſohma, and gave 
liberty vo the prieſls to keep in the remple, as 
tormerly, the ſacerdotal ſtole. But at this 
lime ic was repoſited in Antonia, a dower 0 
& med, and this cauſe following uus the occa- 
lion of it: Fyrcants, the firſt of the prieſts of 
ddhat name, (tor chere were ſeveral fo called, ) 
= having built a tower near the temple, | hvet 
bor tlie molt part in it; and becauſe rhe ſtole 
yas in his cultody, and he had the {ole right 

to wear it, he kept (a) it inthe tower, at ſuch 
Limes as he was wont to pur on a (%) private 

EZ habit and go into the city. his practice was 
EB towed by his ſons and their chikdren aftet 
EY chem. Eur when Herod came ro the throne 
S }e repaited this tower, which he found very 
conveniently fituated, in a very magnificent 


Anthony, who was his friend; and as he found 
che ſtole there, fo he preſerved it in the fame 
place, ſeppoling ſuch an actien would ſecure 


alſo Are helaus, Herou's fon, who facceeded 
to the government, tollowed the example of his 
father: But the Rows taking bis kingdom to 
Ez ticmſclves, ſeized upon the 1acerdotal ſtole, 
BR which was repoſited in the houſe built with 
= tone, and ſcaled with the ſignet of the prieſts 
EB and (c) treaſurers of the money, the 'pover- 
nor of the citadel being obliged to keep a lamp 
burning every day in the place where it was 
put. (4) Every ſeventh day belore a feſtival, 
the governor oi the caſtle gave it out to them, 
and the high-pricit having (ec) puriticd it, uſed 
it, and the day after the feſtival, brought it 
again to be laid up where it was repoſited be- 
fore; this was annually done, on the three 
grand feſtivals, and on the day of (/) faſting. 


manner, and gave it the name erf Antrma, from 


him trom any umowa tion ot the people.“ And 


Hite lin ana the ſtole to be kept, as had been 
cuſtomary to the Fews, and gave the gover- 
nor o' the tower expfeſs orders, neither to 
make Any enquiry into the place where it was 
kept, nor to þ1Vt uy attendance on the day it 
Jhonld'be demanded. Ptellins, in this action, 
having gained the good will of the people, put 
ef the prieſt, otherwiſe called Caiphas, 
from the facerdotal dignity, and placed in his 
room Fonnthun, the fon ot Ananis the prieſt, 
and aftetwhrds returned to Antioch. = 
 Abant'this'time Vitelhus received a letter 
from Prbetirrs, in which he was'ordet'd to en- 
ter into un alliance with Arravanus, the Par- 
hiau king. He had uppreheuſions of him, as 
being hib kdemy, and his fears was augment- 
ed from his having ſcized upon Armenia; and 
jeſt he ſhonld raiſe commotjons of wotſe con- 
ſequence in the. empire, adviſing V7te/lius to 
put no faith in his triend{hip, unſeſs he deli- 
vered up hoſtages for performance, and com- 
prized his ſon in the treaty. Tiberins having 
wrote to V/rellins in this manner, he, by the 
large preſents of money he made the kings of 
the Jherians and Alvanians, induced them, 
wirhont any delay, to proclaim war againſt 
Artabans. But they, upon conſideration, re- 
jected his offer, and giving the Schaun liber- 
ty ro travel thro” their provinces, they opened 
them a clear paſſage by the Chan yea, and 
poured them upon Ar74banus. By this means 
the Part has again loſt Armenia, and the war 
being carried quite through the heart of the 
country, ſeveral of the nobility were flain, and 
the whole kingdom deſtroyed with fire and 
ſword : Beſide, the king's fon, in an engage- 
ment, had the misfortune to be routed and ſlain, 
with ſeveral () thouſand forces. Aud I tellins, 
by the power of the preſents of money he 
made among the relations and friends of the 
Parthian king, had ukely to have taken Ar- 
tabanus's liſe away, by the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
he had bribed. But when Artabanns perceiv'd 
that there was hardly any way to avoid the 


(a) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: © In a Place contiguovs to the Temple, he erected a Taberhatte, and 
there reſided for the moſt Part; where he alto kept the Priettly Stole, and was the 
* becauſe he had the ſole Liberty to put it on, when he entered the Tem 
* into the City, he uſed the Habit of a private Man.“ 

_ (6) The Talmudiſts inſiſt, that neither the High. Prieſt, or the other Prieſts, had Liberty to wear the Stole; 
either in the City, or without the Temple. Reland. | : | 


() Epiphanins is lomething different in the Verſion he has made of this Paſſage : „It was kept. favs he 
under the Signet of the Prieſts and the Treaſurers of the Money; by whom alfo Ts the other Ocratnents 7 
the Temple and the Candleſtick kept, which was only upon Feſtival Days given out for the Uſe of the Prieſts : 


But after the Feſtival was over, it was reſtor'd back to be re in its | | 

5 1 ier a reſtor d be poſited in its proper Place; and upon the Com- 
= © Mrner ment of the three great annual Feſtivals, it was always thus given jo tub brought back gala. 5 
T1 ( 4) Petit Jays, It is probable that the Stole was not demanded on the ſeventh Day before the Feſtival, but 
W- 4 on on the Pay before 7 Eo ITS oor pk the Tradition of the Talmud in Joma. i. 1 and 
RS aces, where, 'tis faid, That ſeven Days before the Feſti igh- Prieſt prepared himſelf ti 
1 era Divine Worſhip. 2 — y ival, the High-Prieſt prepared himſelf to ce- 
6 e) The High. Pr. Ul It, ti | ified 1 e it hac 

| 2 1 go gh. Prieſt made no Uſe of it, till he had purified it, becauſe it had been in the Cuſtody of Fo- 

_ ) Fromi this Account, we find what we 
ET 4 : e i ut on the Prieſtly Stole, vis. 
1 on ke man _ als, meaning the Paſſover, Pentecoſt; and the Feaſt © *abernacles; as UG the Day 
„ 3 * | they call the Day of P;oopitiation. See Boufere upon Leviticus, p. 648. and Petit in his 
a S2 02. 1W. 5. 96. Hudſon. The High Prieſt, on the Anniverſary Day of Faſting, was uſed to wear 
1 e Garments, it being the 10th Day of Ti. Relaud. . 

. e gives this Paſſage another Air, in turning it thus: © Thus was Armenia laid waſte, and all 
WS c che 3 2 . 8 Partbians filled with Soldiers and Deſtruction. For the Nobles were in every Place put 
os. d, and every Corner of the Kingdom was a Scene of nothing but Confuſion and Lamentation 

4 e don of the Emperor loſt his Life | 


Wc ; in this Battle, with the Overthr | tray : | 
© Thouland Parthian; tevolied From him. , brow of a numerous Atmy ; for ſeveral 
5 9 


Perion who guarded it, 
ple; for at uch Times as he went 


re the Days the High Prieſt Lay P 
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deſigus of his enemies againſt him, and the pro- 
bability of the ſchemes his principal ſubjects 
had formed againſt him, ſucceeding to their ex- 
pectations; and having made a calculation of 
the number of partizans, who profeſſed their 
attachments to his intereſt, he could not help 
concluding, but that a great number of them 
was biaſſed by the money they had received, 
and the kindneſs they ſhewed him was nothing 
more than treachery at the bottom; and ſhould 
he put their marks of obedience to the teſt, he 
ſuppoſed he ſhould find them preſently with- 
draw over to thoſe who had already revolted 
and abandoned him. Upon the cloſe of all 
which conſiderations, he withdrew, and got 1n 
ſafety up into the higher provinces of his king- 
dom; and collecting a numerous army, com- 
poſed of Dahi and Saci, he gave his enemies 
battle, and defeated them, by which means he 
regained what he had loſt. 

Tiberius, upon the report of theſe ſucceſles, 
ordered an alliance to be made with Artabanus, 
and upon the king's receiving the propoſition 
with marks of willingneſs, he and Vitellius had 
an interview at the Euphrates; having ordered 
a bridge to be erected over the river, they met 
each other in the middle of it, attended each 
with his guards; and, after the alliance was 
made, Herod, the tetrarch, reccived them at a 
ſumpruous entertainment, under a tent he had 
ſer up in the middle of the bridge. Shortly 
after, Artabanus ſent Tiberius his ſon Darius 
as an (2) hoſtage, with ſeveral preſents, among 
which was a man in height ſeven cubits, by na- 
tion a Few, and named Eleazar, who, for his 
bigneſs, was ſtiled the Great. And afterwards 
Vitellius returned to Antioch, and Certabanus 
to Babylonia; but Herod deſiring to be the firſt 
in acquainting Tiberius with obtaining the hoſ- 
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tages, ſent him the inſtrument of alli 
a letter, in which he had with 9 
ſet down every cireumſtance, 


Book X VII. 
ance, with 


reat accura 


fo that Vit); 
had nothing left him to notify : And Son 


ſending a letter to Cæſar, he recejy 

ſwer back; that 1 had already Gon i 
him the whole procedure, and he Wanted - 
farther inſtructions. This nettled * 
imagining more than he ought 

that the indignity put upon him 
paſſed by, ſmothered in his brea 
had conceived for the affront, ti 
nity ſhould offer itſelf to purſu 


Vit ellins, Who 

to have done 
was not to be 
ſt the anger he 


II an opporty. 
e his revenge, 


which did not happen till Cazus obtained the 


empire. | 

At this time Philip, brother of Heros de. 
parted this life, in the twentieth year of The. 
ri4s's reign, after he had governed ſeven 10 
thirty years Trac honitis, Gaulanitis, and By. 
tanza, He was a perſon naturally of a mild 
diſpoſition to his ſubjects, and of a peacechle 


temper, having reſided all his life-time with. 


in his own dominions. Whenever he went 2. 
broad, he was attended with a few choice per. 
ſons about him, always ordering his tribunal to 
be carried after him, that if any one me: hin 
who wanted his affittance, he might ſet it up 
there; on which placing himſel, he admin. 
ſter'd juſtice to the perſon grieved, and either 
puniſhed the guilty, or diſcharged the innocent, 
He paid his laſt debt to nature in Falias, and 
was carried to the monument which he had be- 
fore ordered to be erected for him. Ke was 
interred in it with magnificent funeral pomy, 
As he died without iſſue, T;berins ſeized upon 
his dominions, and annexed them to 9%; 
but ordered the tribunes which had been cul- 


tomarily collected in his tetrarchare, to be con. 
tinued in it. 


Herod the Tetrarch, makes an Expedition againſt the King of the Arabians, and is 
defeated. Of the Death of John the Baptiſt, How Vitellius went up to Hiero- 


ſolyma ; with ſome Account of Agrippa, 


BOUT the ſame time a difference fell 
out between Aretas, the Arabian king, 
and Herod, occaſion'd from the cauſe following: 
Herod, the tetarch, had married Areta's daugh- 
ter, and had for a long time lived with her. 
Upon his going to Rome, he called upon his 
brother (%) Herod, who was from another mo- 
ther ; for Herod was born of the daughter of 
Simon, the high-prieſt ; and happening to fall 


in love with Herodias's wife, who was daugh- 


ter of Ariſtobulus, the brother of both of them, 
and the ſiſter of Agrippa the Great, he had the 


and the Poſterity of Herod the Great, 


preſumption to make overtures of a match with 
her. The pretenſions he made her, being uot 
againſt her inclination, it was ſtipulated be- 
tween them, that ſhe ſhould marry him upon 
his return from Rome, and he ſhould put avi 
Aretas's daughter from him, After matters 
were thus concluded upon, he ſet forward fot 
Frome: When he had tranſacted the affairs it 

ent upon at Rome, he returned; but his vit 
in the interim came to hear of the agreeneft 
he had made with Herodias, and before het huf- 
band ſhould hear of her knowing the whole 


\ 


(a) Suetonius, in the Life of Vitellius, cap. ii. ſays, That by his great Artifice, he not only brought the Pan. 
thian King to an Interview, but alſo to pay Veneration to the Legionary Standards. i 

(b) He was allo called Philip; nay, I very believe (as Grotius Jays upon Matt. xiv. 3.) that among the nice 
Sons of Herod the Great, there were two of them called by the Name of Philip, but that one of them, be 
of Simon the High-Prieſt's Daughter, was firnamed Philip-Herod; and by the ſame Way of arguing, that be, 
about whom our Hiſtory here takes Notice, was called Autipater, or Antipas-Herod, and by an Addition #8 


named Philip the Younger, to diſtinguiſh him from the other, who was Tetrarch of Tyacbonitis. 


no great Wonder to be made, that two in ſuch a Number of Sons, ſhould be called Philip, ſince in e lam 


Number, there were two named Autipater, that Name and Antipas being of the ſame Import. 


Book XVIII. of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


ſhe deſired to be ſent to Mac hærb, a caſtle 
upon the frontiers of Herod's government. He- 
rod, little ſuſpecting his wite was any wn 
privy to his deſigns, took care himfelf to ſen 
= hither. She having ſent before to Machero, 
at that time under the juriſdiction of her father 
Aretas, and her father's governor having got 
every thing in a readineſs to eſcort her, went 
to him, from him into Arabia; and ſo from 
one governor to another with great diſpatch, 
till at length being arrived at her father's, ſhe 
open'd to him the whole ſecret and deſigns of 
Hercd. This became the foundation of enmity 
1 between them, which was augmented by a diſ- 
4 ute then on foot, about ſome lands about 
0 Gamala on the frontiers. They muſtered each 
* an army, and then proclaimed war againſt each 
other, diſmiſſing at the ſame time the reſpective 
ambaſſadors reſiding at their courts. Upon ha- 
> zarding a battle, Herod received a defeat, with 
" the. loſs of all his forces, being betrayed by 
ſome deſerters who belonged to Hhilip, and 
had entered into his pay. Herod acquainted 
Tiberius with this piece of treachery in a let- 
ter he ſent him, which he being enraged at, and 
at the ſiniſter deſigns of Aretas, wrote to Vi- 
zellius, to whom he gave expreſs orders to pro- 
claim war againſt him, and either take him alive 
in chains, or cut off his head and ſend it him. 
And theſe were the orders which Tiberius gave 
the preſident of Sri. 
here were ſome of the Fews who imagin'd 
= that the late defeat of Herod's army was entire- 
ly owing to the death of Fohn, firnamed the 
| Baptiſ#; and that their overthrow was but a 
juit puniſhment for it. This perſon, who was 
a good man, and one who endeayoured to ex- 
Cite in the hearts of the Jes a deſire of fol- 
| lowing virtue, of keeping a ftrict union among 
EZ themſelves, and of honouring God with ſingle- 
EX. neſs of mind, was by Herod's order put to 
death for exhorting them to come with a holy 
heart and be baprized ; tor he repreſented, thar 
baptiſm would prove acceptable to God, fince 
they uſed it not only for the expiation of ſins, 
but the cleanneſs of their bodies, their minds be- 
ing purified before with righteouſneſs. Great 
numbers from all parts aſſembling to him (for 
they were vaſtly elated with the doctrines he 
EX preached) made Herod apprehenſive, leſt the 
great authority 7o%u had obtained, ſhould draw 
his ſubjects to a revolt, (for every one ſeemed 
attached to his opinion: ) Upon which he judg- 
dd it abſolutely neceſſary, before any innova- 
tion might take birth, to take him effectually 
out of the way, left his too long neglect mighr 
involve him in ſome fatal danger, which might 
Þ make him repent. In ſhort, Herod's ſuſpicions 
= were the cauſe of his being thrown into priſon 
in the caſtle of Mac hæro, which we have al- 
ready taken notice of, where he was ſlain. But 
the Jews were thoroughly perſuaded, that God, 
offended at Herod, had been the immediate 
= cauſc of the defeat of his forces. 
itellius, in the mean time, having put him- 
ſelf in a readineſs to carry the war againſt A.- 
las, took up two legions, with all his light 
1 armed forces, and the auxiliaries the confede- 


plot, 
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rate kings and allies had ſent him, and directed 
his march towards Petra; and came to Ptolomats:; 
Upon his endeavouring to march through 7- 
dea, the principal Fews met him, and laid hea- 
vy impretations upon his journey, as it was a- 
gainſt their laws, and they could not bear to 
ſee images carried through their country, his 
ſtandards having ſeveral wrought in them. Up- 
on theſe intreaties he changed the reſolution 
he had taken, and ordered his army to take 
their rout through the great plain, and in com- 
pany with Herod the tetrarch and his friends, 
he went up to Hieroſolyma, with a deſign to 
offer (a) ſacrifice to God in the feſtival that 
was then celebrating. Coming at this time, he 
was received by the Jews with extraordinary 
reſpect and honour, among whom he remained 
three days; during which he diſplaced Jona- 
than from the prieſthood, and put his brother 
Theophilus in his room. On the tourth day he 
received a letter, notifying the death of 7:be- 
rius Upon which he cxacted an oath of the 
Fews for their ſteady obedience to Caius. Be- 
ſide, he recalled his forces, and ordered them 


into their quarters, having, now Caius was 


become emperor, not the power, as before, to 
undertake his expedition. It is ſaid Aretas, by 
ſome propheric impulſe, declared, that it was 
impoſſible the Roman army ſhould come to 
Petra; for in a little time, either the general, 
or he who gave orders for undertaking the bat- 
tle, ot he who haſten'd to execute his commands, 
or he againſt whom the army was prepared, 
would die. In effect, Vitellius went back to 
Antioch. Agrippa, the fon of Ariſtobulns; the 
year before Tiberius departed this life, went 
to Rome, to tranſact an affair with the empe- 
ror, as he had had the liberty before given him. 
I will now take an opportunity to ſpeak ſome- 
thing more copiouſly about Herod, and his po- 
ſterity, not only becauſe a detail of them will 
be of great ſervice to our hiſtory, but alſo it 
will ſhew an argument that a numerous offspring, 
or all the grandeur of man avails nothing, wich- 
out piety towards God, ſince, within the courſe 
of a hundred years, Herod's poſterity, which 
was very numerous, happened almoſt to be all 
cut off. This ſhould be a leſſon to mankind to 
take warning from their infelicity, eſpecially 
when I ſhall come to mention Agrippa, a man 
molt worthy of admiration, who from a pri- 
vate condition of lite, and beyond the hopes of 
all who knew him, advanced himſelf to a ſtu— 
pendous height of grandeur. I have made 
mention of them in the toregoing ; but ſhall 
now proceed to ſpeak of them in a more co- 
pious manner. 

Herod had born to him of Mariamne, the daugh- 
ter of Hyrcanus, two daughters. One of them, 
named Salampſio, was given by her father in 
marriage to Phaſe] her couſin, ton of Phaſae!, 
brother of Herod ; the other, called Cypros, was 
wedded to Antipater, who was alſo her couſin, 
being Herod's nephew by his ſiſter Salome; Pha- 
ſael had by Salampſio five children; viz. Au- 
tipater, Herod, Alexander, and two daughters, 
called Alexandra and Cypros, who were married 
to Agrippa, the ſon of Ariſtobulus. Tunius Cy- 


(a) The Gentiles were wont to offer Burnt-Sactifices in the Temple at Hieroſolyma. Reland. 
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prius, a nobleman, took to his wife Alexanara, 
who died without leaving any children. by 
him. Cipros had by Agrippa two ſons and 
three daughters, s. Berenice, Mariamne, Dru 
/i1la. The ſons were called Agrippa, and Dru 
ue, who died in his infancy. Their (a) father 
Aerippa was brought up with other brothers of 


his, namely Hered and Ariſtobulus; for theſe 


were the ſons of Ariſtobulus, the ſon of Herod 
the Great, by Berenice. Berenice was daughtet 
of C:Febaris and Salome, ſiſter of Herod. Ariſ- 
robulu being put to death with his brother A- 
lexander, by his fat her, left theſe in their intancy, 
as we have above obſerred. When they came 
to manhood, they married: Herod, brother ot 
Agrippa, took to wite Maria mne, daughter of 
Olyrpias, the daughter of king Herd, and 

ite of , fon of Jo/zph, brother of king 
Herod, by whom he had a ſon, named Arifo- 
Lulu g. Ar:Febulnus, the third brother of Agrippa, 
married Fotape, daughter or Sampfgerams, 
king of the HE, by whom the had a daugh- 
ter born deaf, and named Jotape. Theſe were 
the deſcendants from the male line. Herodias 


their ſiſter, was married to Herod, the ſon of He- 


rod the Great, whom he had by Maria mue the 
daughicr od 979% the prieit, and they had a 
daughter burn to them, named ue, after 
whote birth, Herodias reſolving to act contrary 
to the laws, married Herod, the brother of her 
husbaud by the {fame ſather, whom the left in 
his lite-time. Galle was under his juriſdiction, 


and his daughter Salem was married to Philip 


the ſon of Hlerod, and who governed Trachont- 
;5 ; but he dying without iſlue, Ar:fovulns, fon 
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of Hercd, and brother of Agrippa, took her to 


wife. They had three ſons, vis. Herod, Aer 
pa, and Ariftobultts. I his is the pedigre 
Phaſael and Salmampſio. Cypros bore to be 
pater, a daughter named Antipatra, wha * 
married to Alexas delcius, the fon of Al 
and they had a daughter, named JYprog. pb 
rod and Alexander, whom 1 have obſerved *ag 
fore to be the brothers of Auriparer, both def 
without iſſue. , Alexander, fon ot king Hergy 
who was pur to death by his father, had flew 
ander and Tigranes by the daughter of Are he. 
laus, king of Cappadocia : Tipranes, who was 
king of Armenia, happen'd to die without ifſue 
at Rome, while he was deiending humſelt in 2 
ſuir brought againſt him there. Alexgyy,, 
brother of Tizranes, had a fon, named after 
him, born to kim, whom Vero ſent to be Kin 
of Armenia. I his ſon had another called Alex. 
ander, who married Fotap:, daughter of tig. 
chus, king of Commagena, and was afterwards 
conſtituted by Ve/pa/zan king of au iſland in C. 
licia, Alexander's poſterity, even from the 
womb, renounced the inſtitutions of the Fews 
and fell over to the cuſtoms ot the Cen; . 
the reſt of Herod's daughters died without if. 
ſue. By this account it appears, that Her; 
poſterity was not totally extinguiſhed ar the 
time Agrippa the Great role to the kingdom, 
and ſince we have here given a detail of Heros 
offspring, it now remains that J {peak of the yz- 
riety of accidents into which fortune plunged 
Agrippa, and how he extricated himfelt out of 
them all, and, at length, arrived at thegreatef 
pitch of glory and grandeur that could be, 


CH AP. VI. 


King Agrippa goes by Sea to Rome to Tiberius Cæſar; and being accuſed there by 
his Freedman, is caſt into Priſon: How after Tiberius's Deceaſe, Caius ſet bin at 
Liberty, and made him King over Philip's Tetrarchy. HOKE 


Little before king Hercd died, Agrippa 
A then reſiding at Rome, procured a ſtrict 
familiarity and acquaintance with Druſhs, fon 
of the emperor Tiberius Beſide, he inſinu- 
ated himſelf into the friendſhip of Autouia, 
Druſus the Greater's wife, who very much e- 
ſteemed Berinice his mother, and was, on 
that account, deſirous to advance the fon. A. 
grippa was naturally of a valiant and generous 
diſpoſition, and while his mother lived, ſtifled 
in his breaſt the native bent of his temper, 
fearing to give her any occaſion of diſcontent. 
After the death of Berenice, when he found 
himſelf at his own diſpoſal, he lived in great 
profuſion, and waſted his effects very prodigally, 
making large preſents, and giving coſtly enter- 

ainments to Ceſar's freedmen, thinking by 
tuch a behaviour to gain them over to his ad- 


ſyantage. But in a little time he was reduced 


4 


(a) In the Verſion of Epiphanius, it is thus: Agrippa was brought up by his Father. As for Hero, git 
© {tobulus, and Berenice, thele three were the Children of Herod the Great. But in the Verſion of Gurl 
it is thus mentioned: © With their Father were the other Germain Brothers brought up, to wit, Hs Nie, 
* ſtohulus, and Berenice. Theſe were Herod the Great's Nephews, by his Daughter. Berenice was his AK) 
* as ſhe was born of Salome, his Sitter, by Cotobar us. „ | 5 TG. 


to ſuch want, that he found 1t impoſſible to 
abide any longer in Rome. Beſide, Tiberiis 
gave ftrict orders for all the friends of his de- 
parted ſon, net to appear any more before him, 
left the fighr of them might recal to his fe. 
membrance the ſorrow he had ſhewn him, aud 
augment his grief. 55 
Upon theſe reaſons he took ſhipping, and 
ſailed ro Fudea, with a heavy heart, and de. 
jetted countenance, at the thought how he had 
conſumed all his money, and had nothing te- 
maining to pay his creditors, who were dei 
numerous, and watched every motion he made 
to hinder his eſcaping them : He found himſel 
reduced to a condition in which he Kues net 
how to turn himſelf; and his actions upbraiding 
him with a conſcious ſhame, he privately, witty 
drew to a caſtle at Malatha in [det Wi 
he was ſometimes for laying violent hands upai 
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himſelf: Gpros his wife was exceedingly 
ſorrowful at the ſentiments he entertained ; 
and concerted every meaſure in her power to 
divert him from his purpoſe : She wrote to 
Heredins her ſiſter, wife of Herod the tetrarch, 
repreſenting in her letter the circumſtances of 


. her husband, what he had decreed, and the 
1 neceſſity that had brought him to ſo raſh a re- 
dbolxe, begging her by the tye of kindred be- 
4 tween them, to aſſiſt her all the could, and en- 


deavour to induce her husband to the ſame good 
end, ſince ſhe was an ocular witneſs herſelt how 
the ſtrove every way to aſſiſt her husband, tho' 
her condition, as to riches, was not ſo plenti- 
ful. In tine, Agrippa was ſent for by his ſiſter 
and her husband, and ordered to live at Tibe- 
rias, where he had a certain ſum of moncy 
alligned him for his maintenance, and honour d 
with the poſt of Adile of T:berras. But Herod 
continued not long in this good temper, though 
what he had done did not anſwer Agrippa's ne- 
= ceflities. At an entertainment at Tyre, ſeveral 
EX abuſive words were ſpoke at each other, and a- 
mong the reſt Herod rediculed Agrippa for his 
poverty, and taxed him, by way of inſult, with 
maintaining him; which aftront being of too fla- 
grant a nature for Agrippa to bear, he withdrew 
do Flaccas, a man of conſular dignity, and then 
= governor of Syria, with whom he had former- 
= ly, while he reſided at Rome, contracted an in- 
timate acquaintance. 

* Meeting with a grateful reception from 
== AFPFlaccus, with whom was alſo his brother Ari/- 
= robults, then oppoſite to his intereſts, he took 
up hisabode with him; the diſagreement, how- 
= ever, between them, did not create any im- 
& pediment to hinder both of them from making 
advantage of the conſul's friendſhip; both of 
them meeting with a like reception. Notwith- 
ſtanding, Ariffobulas continued to give ſuch 
long and frequent proots of his hatred to Agrip- 
pa, till, at length, he made Flaccuss his enemy, 
which was occaſioned from the following cauſe. 
The men of Damaſcns having a diſpute with 
thoſe of $/don about ſome lands on the fron- 
tiers, which Flaccus was todetermine, and know- 
ing Agrippa had great intereſt with Flacers, 
they endeavoured to gain him over to their ſide, 
by a promiſe of a large ſam of money. 
Agrippa accepted of the condition, and ſtrove 
all he could to aſſiſt the Damaſcenes; but Ariſ- 
robulus having had intimation of the agreement 
about the money, accuſed his brother to Flacens ; 
= who making an enquiry into the affair, and find- 
ing it true, put Agrippa from his friendſhip. 


Ve 


3 Agrippa reduced, by this means, to the laſt ex- 


tremity of want, came to Piclomais, and hav- 
10g no place where to live at, he took up a reſo- 
tion to fail to 7h. But his neceſſity oblig- 
a 2g him to defer his journey, he ordered Mat 
cs, his freedman, to uſe all the arts he was maſ- 
er ot in his preſent neceſſitous circumſtances to 
= borrow him money ſomewhere or other. Mar- 
.es, upon this, went to Peter, the ſreedman of 
= Berenice, Arrippa's mother, who by her will had 
deen leſt to the care of Antonia, and deſired 
. him to lend Azrippa a ſum of money upon his 
promiſſory note. Pere told him, Agrippa was 
| indebted to him in a great deal of money al- 
4 j re fl 5 obliged Marſias to give him a note 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
for twenty thouſand Attic drachms, deducting 
two thouſand five hundred out firſt. Agrippa, 
though this was a dcar bargain, could not help 


44 


complying with it. After he had received the 
money, he went to Ant hedo, and hiring a veſſel, 
was upon the point of ſetting ſail. But Hieren- 
nius Capito, the procurator of Famnia, hearing 
of his deſign, ſent a body of ſoldiers after him, 
to demand three hundred thouſand drachms due 
to Cz/ar's treaſury while he lived at Rome. 
This obliged him ro abide where he was, and 
he pretended to the men he would pay them ; bur 
cutting the cables in the night time, he failed 
to Alexandria, where he deſired Alexander A- 
labarcha to truſt him with two hundred thou- 
ſand drachms. But he told him, he would not 
take his credit; but upon Cypros, his wife, de- 
manding the favour, he had not the ſtrength to 
refuſe her; tor he was charmed with her con- 
jugal affection, and other excellent virtues and 
qualifications, that ſet her off in a fair point of 
light. Cypros giving her word for payment of 
the money, Alexander let them have five talents 
at Alexandria, and promiſed to advance the 
remaining part upon his firſt coming to Dicear- 
chia, as having apprehenſions of Agr/ppa, whom 
he juſtly knew to be too laviſh and profuſe; at- 
ter this, Cypros having taken a tarewel of her 


husband to fail to Tal, took her children and 


returned with them into Fndea. 
Agrippa happening to be drove upon Puteol, 
ſent Tiberius Cz/ar, who was then at his retreat 
at Capree, a letter, in which he ſignified he was 
purely come to give him marks ot his duty, and 
pay him a viſit, and defired liberty to paſs 
over to Capreꝶ to him. Tiberius immediatel 
wrote him back a very handſome letter full of 
civility, and mentioned how glad he was at his 
coming again to him at Capree. Tiberius, upon A. 
grippa's appearing, ſhewed the ſame complai- 


{ance to his perſon as he had done to his letter. 


He received him with open arms, and his viſit 
was exceeding welcome. But Cz/ar the day 
after, receiving from Hierennins Capito a letter, 
in which he mentioned how he had advertiz'd 
Agrippa to pay three hundred thouſand drachms 
he had borrowed, and not ſatisfied on the day 
limited for payment; and that, in lieu thereof, 


he had withdrawn out of every place in his 


territories, fo that he was quite bereaved of a- 
ny future hopes to recover the money, was 
violently enraged, and ordered Agrippa to 


have no manner of acceſs to him, till he had 


ſatisfied the debt. Agrippa not at all diſmayed 
at Ce/ar's anger, begged Autunia, mother of 
Germanicus and Claudius, who was afterwards 
Ceſar, to lend him three hundred thouſand 
drachms, to keep fair with Tiberins. 
for the memory the bore of his mother Berenice, 
(they having been familiars together,) and the 
reflection of his having being educated with 
Claudins, ſupplied him with the ſum of money 
he wanted; upon which Agrippa paid his debt, 
and regained a free acceſs to Tiberius's perſon ; 
the emperor afterwards recommended his ne- 
phew to him, and expreſly ordered him to at- 
tend him at ſuch times as he appeared abroad; 
Agrippa, for the extreme favour Antonia had 
thewn him, began to be very aſſiduous in his 
attachement to Caius, who was her nephew, and 


* in 


Antonia, 
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in the higeſt honour among all perſons. Beſide, 
there was one Thallus, a freedman of Ceſar, 
and a Samaritan by natton, of whom Agrippa 
borrowed a million of drachms, and with part 
paid Antonia her debt, and with the reſt made 
vaſt entertainments to procure Catus's friend- 
ſhip, which, as expected, brought him into 
far greater authority with him, 

Agrippa inſinuating himſelf every day more 
and more into Caius's intereſts, one day as they 
were riding together in the ſame chariot, they 
fell into a diſcourſe about Tiberius, when A- 
grippa (for they were alone) wiſhed to heaven 
that Tiberius might dye as ſoon as poſſible, and 
leave the empire to Caius who was more wor- 
thy of it: Eutychus who drove them, and was 
Aegrippa's freedman, took the words, but at 
that time ſaid nothing. Some time afterwards 
Azrippa accuſed him of ſtealing a coat of his, 
which was, in effect, true: Eutychus fled for it, 
and being taken was carried before the gover- 
nors of the city, and asked why he had run away; 
he told him, he had a matter of importance to 
communicate to Cæſar, which regarded his ſafe- 
ty. Upon this, P:/o put him in chains and ſent 
him to Capreæ. Tiberius, who was become 
one of the moſt indolent princes living, kept 
him in this condition a long time. Ambaſladors 
were obliged to wait a conſiderable time before 
they could gain admittance, and he was ſo far from 
having any regard to fill up the places of the 
governors, or other officers of his empire, that he 
commonly waited till they died. I his behaviour 
was the ground that he commonly neglected to 
look into the accuſations of thoſe who were 
priſoners; his friends, obſerving this dilatory 
conduct of his, took an opportunity to ask him 
the reaſon of it, upon which he anſwered: 
That he purpoſely amuſed the ambaſſadors ſent 
him with delays, to hinder, by aſudden diſmiſſion 
them, new ones coming to him; by which he 
{bould have ao other bu/zneſs upon his hands, 
than receiving and diſmiſſing of ambaſſadors. 
7 hat the governments he had once Leſtowed, he 
left to remain in the poſſeſſors hands, that his 


ſubjects might reap the advantage from them; 


for every man in an eminent ſphere was prone to 
. avarice; that thoſe governors, whoſe employ- 
ments are not perpetual, but limited to a time, 
and who are ignorant how ſoon they may be diſ- 
. Praced, are ſeen to puſh their avaritious views 
more ſtirenuouſly than ordinary. On the other 
hand, thoſe who are ſeuſible of the length of their 
offices, are as it were ſatiated with the ſpoils and 
acquiſitions they kave made, and therefore not 
ſo ready to commit their plunders and depredati- 
ons. But that thoſe who find themſelves to be 
ſucceeded ina ſhort time, have not the opportu- 
nity or time to make the ſame advantage of their 
places as their predeceſſors have done, becauſethey 
are withdrawn before they have fixed themſelves 
any time in their employments. After this he 
proceeded to confirm his words by the following 
example : That a man who had heen wounded 
happening to lye on the ground, a great number of 
flies hovered over and placed themſelves abont his 
ound; a traveller chancing to come up to him, 
ſeemed to pity his condition, and ſuppoſing 
Vim ia too weak a condition to drive away the 
flies, he drew nearer him, and offered to bruſh 
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moſt confide in, to carry it to him at 
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them away for him But the woun 
begged him not to offer at ſucha thing; 
asked himthe reaſon why he refuſed to be aeling 

ed frow ſuch troubleſome company; ty this þ 
anſwered, you will but the more torment me in 
driving them away; for as they are now als 


4 ed mail 
the ot her 


b S diftur. 
bance than before, and abate conf, > 49 


unea/ineſs they have made me; now if theſe þ 
drove away, new and hungry ones will file 
them, who will fall upon me now almoſt ſyent 
and ſuck me to death. That theſe were 4 
fons that induced him not to ſend governor after 
governor to his ſubjects, who were burt hened 
with too many exact ions toinfeſt and plague then 
like the flies ; ſince thoſe whoſe diſpoſitions win 
naturally inclined to covetouſneſs and to increaſt 
ee were perpetually in fear le 1 
pleaſant an advantage and lucre ſhould be tele 
from them. What 1 have advanced here abou: 
Tiberius's temper is exceeding plain, ſince, dur. 
ing the two and twenty years he enjoyed the 
empire, Judea had only, in that time, tuo 
governors ſent it, which were Gratus and his 
ſucceſſor Hate. Nor were the Fews the only 
people ſenſible of this temper of his, but he 
ſhewed himſelf the ſame to all his other ſub- 
jects; he ſhewed a prodigious remiſſneſs in bring. 
ing his priſoners to a tryal, to the end the 
might not by death receive a period to the 
misfortunes under which they groaned: this 
was a procedure they, though criminal, did not 
deſerve; but he kept them in cloſe confinement, 
that the calamities under which they were 
preſſed might prove an addition to their mile- 

ries. 

This was the main reaſon why Entychus was 

not brought to a tryal, but kept in confinement, 
Tiberius happening to remove, thortly after this, 
from Capreæ to Tu/culants, about one hundred 
furlongs from the city; Agrippa begged Anicnia, 
to uſe her intereſt in procuring Eutychus to be 
heard in relation to what he had accuſed him ol. 
Antonia had a vaſt aſcendant over Tiberins, with 
whom ſhe was in great eſteem, not only on iC- 
count of kindred?s ſake, having been his brother 
Druſus's wife, but eſpecially for her admirable 
chaſtity; the remained a widow, and refuſed 
any ſecond marriage, though expreſly ordered 
by Auguſtus to marry Sebaſtes, chuſing rathet 
to preſerve herſelf pure and virtuous as fie 
then was: Beſide this, a private tranſaction cc 
curred in which ſhe gave Tiberius a greater o- 
portunity than ever to think well of her: 4 
great conſpiracy happening to be carried o 
by Sejanus againſt him, (a particular friend 0 
Antonia's husband, and at that time in the 
higheſt authority, as having under his comgns 
all the pretorian forces) great numbers of ” 
Senators with their clients joined him, the whole 
army was corrupted to his intereſts, 2" 0 
ſchemes received daily a conſiderable ces; 
ſo that his deſigns had certainly ſuccee . 
had not Antonia by her prudent and 8 
management render'd them abortive; for a - 
as ever ſhe came to hear what was men 
againſt Tiberius, ſhe wrote a very _ 
account of every minute circumſtance, af 590 
the letter to Pallas, a ſervant of hers ſhe co 
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Being thus throughly informed of the whole 
proceeding, he put Set- and all the Parti- 
215 in the conſpiracy to death. Antonia, 
whom he had before in great eſteem; was now 
and Tiberius entruſted 
all his affairs of importance to her. 
z7onia deſiring Tiberius to examine him, was 
thus anſwered : If Agrippa's accuſation happens 
to prove falſe, the puniſhment to which I have 
expoſed Eutychus, 15 already heavy enough ; but 
if the rack ſpall diſcover the truth of it, care 
then blig ht to be taken, leſt, while Agrippa 7s 
eager to have his ſervant puniſhed, the chaſtiſe- 
went falls not upon his own head, 
Ar1ippa, upon Autonia's acquainting him with 
theſe words, was the more importunate with 


her to get the buſineſs examined into. Antonia 


finding Agrippa ſtill preſſing in his ſollicitations, 
and meeting with a favourable opportunity af- 
ter dinner-time, when Tiberius was carried out 
in a litter with Cazus and Agrippa before him, 
the, as ſhe walked by his ſide, begged him to 
have Entychus called and examined. Upon this, 


ſaid he, I call the Gods to witneſs, Antonia, that 


not through any inclination of mine, but won by 
your intreatics, TI ſhall do what I am going to 
af. Having ſpoken thus, he ordered Macron, 
ſucceſſor to Sejanus, to bring forth Entychns, 
who immediately was produced. 
asked him what he had to ſay againſt the per- 
ſon who had given him his liberty. To whom 
he anſwered : My Lord, Caius here preſent, and 
Agrippa with him, rode in one chariot, and I 
fat at their feet; and after ſeveral words ſpoke 
by each of them, Agrippa /aid to Caius, Oh! 
that the day would come, when that old man is 
to depart, and leave yon ſucceſſor to the empire of 
the whole world; for if you take Tiberius's ne- 
phew out of the way, there will be no obſtruction 
toyour deſigns; the whole world will then be 
bleſt with Happineſs, and it will happen that I 


ſhall be partaker of ſome part of it. Tiberius 


imagining there was a great deal of truth in 
theſe words, and having an antient grudge in 
his breaſt againſt Agrippa, for having, when he 
had commanded him to pay his devoirs to his 
nephew Tiberius, and the ſon of Druſts, acted 
in defiance of his orders, and ſubmitted himſelf 
wholly to the ſchemes of Cains, turning himſelf 
to Macron, he ſaid, Put him in chains. But 
Macron, partly becauſe he did not underſtand 
who he was ordered to put in chains, and part- 
ly becauſe he did not ſuſpect that Tiberius had 
reſolved fo harſh an uſage upon Agrippa, made 
a demur to learn the emperor's mind the bet- 
ter. Cæſar, having fetched a round about the 
Circus, ſeized upon Agrippa ſtanding; And 
this, ſaid he, verily Macron, is the man I com- 
manded to be put in chains. Upon this, Macron 
asked him, whom he commanded, to which he 
anſwered, Azrippa. Agrippa inſtantly fell to 
ſupplications, bringing to his remembrance the 
memory ot his ſon, with whom he had been e- 
ducared, and Tiberius, of whoſe bringing up 
he had had the management and care: Eut this 


(1) Fpipbanius turns this Paſſage thus: 


one of Caius's Servants 3 K 
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In fine; 


Tiberius then 


Having an Uncaſineſs 
r; . 7 | a1 = 
andeur to look for every thing that might contribate to leſſen h 
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artifice was ineffectual; the guards took him 
away in chains, cloathed, as he was then, in 
purple. As he was going along, it being vio - 
lent hot weather, and but little wine was al- 
low'd at eating, he had a very gteat thirſt up- 
on him, and his mind was but ill- affected, which 
made him in an uneaſy (1) ſituation; Upon 
caſting his eyes upon one of Caius's ſervants, 
named Thamaſtus, who was carrying ſome wa- 
ter in a baſon, he asked him to give him a lit- 
tle to drink; upon which the man reached him 
the baſon, and Agrippa having drank, ſaid to 
him: I can aſſure you, my lad, that this action 
of thine fhall prove for thy good. When I ſhall get 
clear of theſe Chains, Iwill nſe my ready endea- 
vorrs to obtain thy liberty from chains; becauſe 
thou haſt not thought much to ſerve me, as well 
in /lavery, as when I was in grandeur and high 
degree. And what Agrippa thus ſaid to him was 
not falſified; for when he came to the kingdom, 
he obtained his liberty from Gains, when he 
was made Cz/ar, and conſtituted him ſuper- 
intendent over his affairs; leaving orders, when 
he was dying, to his ſon Agrippa and Berenice, 
to continue him in the ſame employment, in 
which he died in an advanced old age. All 
theſe circumſtances, in proceſs of time, cams to 

aſs. | 
: While Agrippa was kept in chains, and ſtood 
with ſeveral others alſo in chains, before the 
palace, he was forced, through the griet he 
conceived, to lean himſelf againſt a tree. It 
happened a bird, by the Romans called Bubo, 
or an Ou, perched upon the tree againſt which 
he was leaning. Upon this, one of the priſoners 
who was a German by nation, having caſt his 
eyes upon the bird, akin the ſoldier who guard- 
ed him, who the perſon in purple was, and com- 
ing to know it was Agrippa, originally a Few, 
and one of the greateſt account in his nation, 
he asked the ſoldier leave to go nearer him to 
ſpeak with him; for he had a mind to ask 
ſome queſtions of him, about the affairs of his 
country, Having obtained leave, he came up 
and ſtood by him with an interpreter, and thus 
ſaid : Young Man, your ſudden altered condition 


ils heavy upon your ſpirits, as it brings you a 


great and inſupportable grief. Youwill not oaſily 
believe my words, which unfold to you what God 
bath provided for you ; namely, that you are to 
eſcape your preſent misfortunes ; but know ( for T 
call the gods of my country, and the deities of 
this place, through whoſe pleaſure we here ſtand 
in chains, to witneſs my words) that I am nei- 
ther going to alarm your cars with any raſh 
words, or to amuſe you with vain hopes; for ſuch 
kind of predictions, though the prophet ſhould be 
ſacred, would be of leſs conſequence to any man, 
than if he had never been acquainted with them. 
Upon this ground, I have at my own peril, judged 
it neceſſary 10 lay open to you what God had pro- 
nounced ſball happen. It is impoſſible but that 
you ſhall ſoon be delivered from theſe chains, and 
arrive to ſo great an height of grandeur and 
power, that all who now pity your condttion, 


upon his Spirits, he caſt off all his 
is Misfortunes, and happening to eſpy 


by! 
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Wall unanimouſly ſtile you happy; beſide, you 
all have an eaſy cataſtrophe, and leave your 
children in the poſſeſſion of your great riches ; but 
remember that the next time you ſhall ſee this 
bird, you are to dye five days after. (1) Theſe are 
what will happen, according to the appointment 
of God, who hath vouchſafed to ſend to you this 
bird, And as I was acquainted with them, 
thought it an injuſtice not to communicate to oui 
20 hat I knew, that you being apprized by certain 
figns of your future felicity, might think the miſ= 
fortunes you at preſent ſuffer of a triſfting conſe- 
quence. But when you ariſe to this pitch of fe- 
licity, ſee that you keep tis in remembrance, that 
your means we mayeſcape the misfortunes un- 
der which we now groan. I his preſage of the 


German, which was afterwards held in ſo much ; 


admiration, ſeemed ar firſt to Agrippa very ri- 
diculous. Antonia, in the mean time, was ve- 
ry much concerned for Agrippa's caſe, and to 
her misfortune found the way difficult to fpeak 
to Tiberius about it, with whom there was no 
poſſibility of interceeding. However, ſhe won 
Macron ſo far, that the centinels ſhewed them- 
ſelves more tender and compaſſionate, eſpecial- 
ly the centurion who was (2) coupled with 
Agrippa; beſide, that he might have water eve- 
ry day allowed him, and his freedman and 


ſriends- liberty to viſit him, and other indul- 


genees were given him to recreate his body; 
nay, Silas his friend, and Marſias and Stechus, 
two of his freedmen, had free admittance to car- 
ry him proviſions, and adminiſter to him all 
manner of comfort : Moreover they brought him 
coverings, under colour of felling them, and in 
the night time ſpread them under him, the ſol- 
diers of Macron being ordered to do no leſs. 
This method was continued ſix months, and 
Asrippa's circumſtances were in this ſituati- 
on. 
Tiberius going back to Capreæ fell ill of an in- 
diſpoſition which at firſt gradually ſeized upon 
him, but the diſeaſe encreaſing to ſuch a height, 
that finding himſelf in no liklihood to live, he 
ordered Euodos, his freedman, whom he loved 
above the reſt, to call his ſons to him, ſaying, 
he was deſirous to ſpeak with them before he 
died. He had no ſons of his own living, for 
Druſus his only one, was dead. There were 
ſurviving a ſon of his, named T7berius, and ſir- 
named Gemellns ; and Caius, the ſon of his brother 
Germanicils, a youth well accompliſhed, and in 
great favour with the people on account of the 
virtue of Germanicus his father. The people en- 
tertained very favourable ſentiments of Caius, 
becauſe he was of a winning and mild diſpoſition, 
affable and courteous in his diſcourſe, and one 
who had a deſire to ſhew himſelf to every body 
not inferiorin dignity to the beſt : This behaviour 
procured him from the ſenate and people an ex- 
traordinary deference; and all the nations, 


which were reduced to provinces of the empire, 
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were either captivated with his gentee K 
ment and diſcourſe, or won 4, his oeh 
what they had heard of him. His deach 0. 
attended by a general and great mourning, bu 
not from any reflect ion of how terrible a Mots 
his deceaſe was to the empire; their lamentati n 
were ſincere, as if it had been their = 
cafes, for every one thought his bi 


death n 
bd ef 0 
to touch him. This general concern for oY 


was of a ſingular advantage to his ſon 1 
ate the good affections o every one; Tor * 
proved of the greateſt conſequence, was the wy 
my attaching itſelf fo firmly to him, that they 
judged it advantageous to them to ſacrifice the 
lives, if it was found neceſſary, in his defence, 
ſo they but aſſerted his right to the em. 
pire. | 
Tiberius having charged Enodus the follow. 
ing day, to bring early in the morning his ſons 
to him, he prayed the Gods of his country to 
gwe him a ſign who was to ſucceed him in the 
empire, endeavouring all he could, to leave 
his nephew his ſucceflor, 
fidence in the token God was to give him, than 
in his option and choice: In fine the omen ws 
propoſed to him, and he, who came firſt to hin 
the next day, was to be his fucceſſor. Medi- 
tating this affair in his mind, he ſent to the pre- 
ceptor of his nephew, ordering him to bring 
the youth to him early the next morning, ſup- 
poſing within himſelf that God wonld favour 
his choice. But God rendered his artifice abc. 
tive. Having reſolved upon this, when it was 
day-light he commanded Euodus, to call the 
youth within who came firſt : Euodus ſtepping 
out, and finding Caius before the door of the 
bed-chamber, for Ziberius was not yet come, 
his breakfaſt having been prepared later than 
ordinary, and Euodus was not throughly ac. 
quainted with the emperor's intentions, faid, 
your father calls you, and with that he introdu- 
ced him. But Tiberius, upon caſting his eyes 
upon Caiils, began to reflect upon the poerct 
God ; and thinking that his empire was wreſted 
from him, ſince he had no longer the power w 
do as he pleaſed, he wept extremely at the 
conſideration of the power being taken from hin, 
of putting what he had decreed in execution. 
He alſo lamented iberius his nephew, von, 
he found, by the omen, entirely abandoned 
irom entertaining any thoughts about the en- 
pire, and reduced to great dangers of his lie, 
becauſe, he ſaw, his ſafety ſhould depend up- 
on others, who would be more powerful that 
him, and who would not ſuffer him to live wit 
them; neither, as he ſuppoſed, would his kit 
dred be of any ſervice to him, with him #10 
ſhould be emperor, ſince he would not only ap- 
prehend and take him on that account, but plan 
inares to take away his life, * partly for his beit 
the next in dignity to him in the empite, * 
partly to ſecure himſelf againſt him. Tiber, 


(1) This is the Prophecy of the Ge/74an from the Sight of the Owl, which otherwiſe was looked up 
23 an unlucky Omen. Ovid, in the 6th of his Mezam. v. 430. lays, 


— - - 


Tectoque prophanus a 


5 Iucubuit Bubo Thalamique in culmine ſedit. 7 
(2) Meaning him to whom Agrippa was delivered into Cuſtody 7 ſor the ſame Chain coupled the ſo 


dier and the guilty perſon, 
Lib. 5. P. 474. 


Seneca witneſſeth this in Ep. 5. about which conſult Briſontus de Fun 


beliee, 


but placing greater con. 


, 
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| y 1 predicrions 

fide, was ſtrangely infatuated to predict 
Ron nativities, 2 which he more abandoned 
himſelf, eſpecially thoſe which were fortunate, 


Than the fortune-tellers themſelves. Upon this 


ground eſpying Galba on a time coming to — 
he ſaid to ſome of his friends who were a ri 
him, Beho/d the perſon who will one time go 1 
nourcd <vith the Roman empire. He was, o £ 
the emperors, the moſt attached to the behet o 
ſuch predictions, and as he found 5 
exactly correſpond with them, ſo he imbibe 
them, and pur them in practice in his ordinary 
affairs, He was, however, extremely dejetted 
at the event that had happened, and heavily 
mourned, as if his nephew had been put out ot 
the world; often accuſing himſelf that he had 
ſhewn ſo eager a regard to ſuch methods of ex- 
eriment, when he might have died tree from 
trouble, and ignorant of what was to happen ; 
but that the thing was then irrevocable as to 
himſelt, and he muſt now leave the world with 
a ſenſibility of the misfortunes that were to 


happen to the perſon who was deareſt to him. 


Yet though his grief was exceeding great at the 
conſideration that the ſucceſſion of the empire 
was ſo unexpectedly to fall to the ſhare of ano- 
ther, he, though with reluctance, and againſt 
his inclination, thus ſaid to Cains My fon, 
< tho” Tiberius is nearer affianced to me than 
you, yet, purſuing my own ſentiments, and 
© obeying the ſuffrage of the Gods, I deliver 
into your hands the Rowan empire; but 1 


* 


A 


to the honour, you do not blot out of your 
remembrance cither me or my benevolence, 
who have raiſed you to ſo high a degree of 
grandeur, or forget the kindred between you 
and Trberins; bur that you underſtanding 
how I have been the aurhor of your advance- 
ment, through propitious Gods, and an exe- 
cution of their decree, you repay the obe- 
dience I have ſhewn to their pleaſure, with 
a ſuitable behaviour, and give regard to Ti- 
berius, as he is your kinſman. And that you 
may come to a right knowledge, that as long 
as Tiberius ſurvives, he will be the defence 
and bulwark of your empire, but his death a 
© {ource of innumerable misfortunes ; the go- 
* vernment by yourſelf, when arrived to ſuch 
eminent grandeur, will be attended with dan- 
* gerous conſequences, and the Gods will never 
tufter to go unpuniſhed things acted with ma- 
niteſt injuſtice, and which obliterate a decree 
* exprelly commanding to the contrary.” How- 
= ever, thefe words of Tiberius were not ſufficient 
= to perfuade Cairns, tho? he promiſed to put 
them in execution; but as ſoon as he was ad- 
ranced to the empire, he not only put Tiberius 
= tte nephew, to death, but was himſelf ſhortly 
atter taken away by a plot laid againſt him. 

= T:rrius having at this time declared Caius 
his ſucceſſor to the empire, ſurvived a few days, 
and then died, after he had en joy'd the abſolute 
command two and twenty years, five months, 
aud three days. Caiuls was the fourth Roman 
gemperor. As ſoon as the Romans received the 
= the death of 7 tberius, they ſecretly re- 
I | 5 tidings, bur had not courage 
Ko them to believe it; not but 
5 What they eagerly withed fo, but they were 
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ſolemnly entreat you, when you are advanced 


ſhould difcover their joy, and afterwards be ac- 


of the miſchiefs they plainly ſaw ſer before their 


them. At firſt they endeavour'd to divert him, 


on the report of Cz/ar's death, thruſt Ag ri ppa 
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afraid, left, won too ſoon by a falſe rumour, the 


cuſed for it, and their too haſty gladneſs ſhould 
be attended with ill conſequences; for Tiberius, 
of all men living, had brought as bad, if not 
worſe, calamities upon the Roman ſenators: He 
was a man eaſily moved to anger upon ever 

pretence, which was inſurmountable; and if, 
at any time, he found an opportunity to exert 
his hatred to any perſon, his natural diſpoſition 
to cruelty puſhed him on to an arbitrary pro- 
cedure, and death was the reward of the moſt 
trifling tranſgreſſion. This conſideration, tho 
the Romans were very willing to think the re- 
port of his death true, hindered them from en- 
joying the ſatisfaction they found in it, becauſe 


eyes, which would inevicably attend them, it 
it happened to be falſe. Marſia s, Agrippa's 
freedman, having heard of his death, ran im- 
mediately to acquaint him with it; and finding 
him in the paſſage that led to the bath, he pur | 
his head to his ear, and whiſpered in the He- 
brew tongue, The lion is dead. Agrippa under- 
ſtanding what he meant by theſe words, and 
conceiving extreme gladneſs, Ig, you, {aid 
he, /ancere thanks, and will endeavour to repay 
handſomely, as well all former ſervices you have 
done me, as this glad meſſa:e, provided what you 
have told me happens to be true. J he centurion, 
who had the care over Agrippa, having took 
notice of the great haſte Marſias came in, and 
the gladneſs Agrippa was in at the words he had 
told him, and tuſpecting they had ſpoke ſome- 
thing of an indirect nature, immediately de- 
manded what were the words ſpoke berween 


but the centurion iuſiſt ing upon being iniorm'd, 
Agrippa, conſidering he was his triend, opened 
the whole matter to him without any helſita- 
tion: The centurion preſently gave ſigus of the 
joy he had in common with him, becauſe they 
made for Agrippa's intereu, and ſec provitions 
before him; but while he was :egaling himſelt, 
and drinking in a plenteous manier, a perſon 
came in, bringing word 7ibertus was alive, and 
deligned, in a c days, to return to che city. 
Theſe words troubling the centurion, who 
thought he had done what would expoſe his 
life to danger, in making merry with Agrippa 


from the bed, and ſaid, Do you ſuppoſe. to de- 
cerve me, and go unpuniſſed, in telling me a falſe 
report of the emperor's death, and not ſuffer for 
this freedom of your tongue Thus ſaying, he 
ordered Agrippa, whom he had before louſed, 
to be bound, and a ſtricter guard to be ſet over 
him, which he was obliged to bear that night; 
but a rumour the next day ſpreading throughout 
the city, that Tiberius was actually dead, the 
citizens were ſo emboldened as to believe it, 
nay, ſome rejoicing at it, to offer up ſacrifice; 
which was followed by tuo letter from Caius, 
one to the ſenate, ſignifyipg the death of The- 
riils, and his ſucceeding to the empire; and the 
other to Piſo, prætor of the city, notitying the 
ſame thing, and ordering Agrippa to be diſ- 
charged out of the ſoldiers cuſtody, and con- 
veyed to the houſe he reſided in before his im- 
priſonment. From this time he lived here with- 


5 U out 


* 
bs 
: L F 
£42 
* * 44 
- 88:4 
* = 4 
Net 12 
We. 
7 7 
* f vs 
7 
1 4 4% 
i % Wh 
> * 7 
4 1 
7 
* 5 
33 4 4 — 
1 
8 * 
* 
* 1 2 
F 5 7 4 15 
i : 
bet! 14 
+ N 
7 
E * 
4 : 
$* . 8 
4 1 
? 
4 . + 
** * 
l 8 9 
0 * 
The | 
7 7 
[1 4 77 
1 
* ö 1 
1 
CY , 
3; * 
4 7 1 
: FE 
G 
#1. 3 
*, = : 
4 
: - 
3” 
* 
* 
IF 
5 
* 
4 1 2 
1 
1 
* * ”a 
: | F673 
2 
& by 
+3 
* * 
6 ö 


— — 
P SSR me. 1 
RX La 


a 92 2222 — er - 
mates S-%. OLE - — 
— * re 
2 — b > — 3 * 
* px — > 1 
rf 
wn — 5 y DIL 
MS N a 


e aA AG. 2 


5 
* . 
— * 7 
8 8 - n 
5 5 
8 L 


4465 Fravius Jostenvus 


out any apprehenſions, and when in his confine- 
ment he had more than ordinary liberty, and 
lived with leſs reſtraint. When Caius came to 
Rome, he brought along with him the corpſe 
of Tiberius, and, after the cuſtom of his country, 
interred it with great magnificence; and would 
the ſame day have releaſed Agrippa from his 
chains, if Antonia, not through the leaft hatred 
to the priſoner, but to make Caius's character 
appear decent at that time, had not hindered 
him ;. fearing ſoon a diſcharging of Agrippa 
would make the world think he received 71be- 
rius's death with too great a ſhew of gladneſs. 
Notwithſtanding, ſeveral days were not paſt, 
before he commanded him to be brought home 


to him, ſhaved, and another garment put upon 
him ; and placing, afterwards, a diadem upon 


his head, he made him king of the tetrarchy 
which was Philip's, adding to it the tetrarchy 


beheld a king, giving at the ſame time 


of Ly/anias, and giving him a chain : N 
lieu — his iron —4 — of the Came Wat 
and then ſent Macullus, maſter of his — 
into Judea. | 7 

In the ſecond year of Caius Cæſar's em... 
Agrippa deſired leave to fail to his kin 1 te, 
to put affairs in ſome tolerable fGruations 00 
miſing, after he had rectified things as th 9 
ought to be, he would return back to wy 
The emperor granting this requeſt, he went - 
to his native country, and to the aſtoniſhmen, 
and little expectation of his countrymen, © 
demonſtration how powerful was * 
men, in relation to his former poverty and ho 
preſent grandeur, Some, as they had x - 


. k elied on 
his hopes, openly declared him happy, whit 


others could not induce themſelves to beljeye 


his alteration of condition true. 


r 
How Herod, the Tetrarch, was baniſhed. 


JN the mean time Herodias, Agrippa's lifter, 
and wife of Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee 
and Peræa, envied her brother his good for- 
tune, when ſhe ſaw him advanced to a loftier 
pitch of dignity than her husband, and who, 


obliged to withdraw out of his province, be- 


cauſe of his inſolvency, was returned with ſo 
vaſt an augmentation of dignity, and fo much 
ſplendor. This made her burn with anger, 
and the ſtupendous alteration of her brother's 
condition, eſpecially when ſhe beheld him 
adorned with all manner of royal ornaments, 
carried through the crowds of people, made 
her ſo violently uneaſy, that ſhe could not ſtifle 
her reſentment, but endeavoured to puſh her 
husband on, by her perſuaſions, to take at our 
to Rome, and ſtrive to obtain the ſame honour, 
repreſenting, © That ſhe could not think of en- 
joying life, if Agrippa, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, 
who had been condemned to die by his own 
father, and who, reduced to the laſt extre- 
mity of poverty, had been obliged to ſeek 
his maintenance at their hands, and through 
fear of his creditors had took flight by ſea, 
ſhould return back inveſted with the honours 
of a king ; while he, who was a king's ſon, 
and called to government by his father, con- 
tented himſelf with a private and mean condi- 
tion, fitting ſtill when he ought to vindicate 
his honour, and endeayour to obtain the ſame 
rank. But Herod, 1t you never before now 
had any mortification to be ſunk beneath a 
father from whom yon are deſcended, yet now 
at leaſt put in your pretenſions to a dignity to 
which you are allied, and do not ſervilely 
ſtoop to a man, ar this time more great than 
you, who was not aſhamed to beg your ſtore ; 
nor let it be ſaid that his poverty has had 
greater influence than our affluance and great 
riches; and imagine it a diſgrace to be infe- 


. | WY 

(a) Noldius, in his Hiſtory of Idumæa, p. 263. ſuppoſes Agrippa altered his Sentiments, fince If uy in 

appear that he went to Rome. For my Part, I doubt whether Agrippa propoſed to follow Hero#, q 10 ; 
he Ninth Chapter following, it is evidently ſaid, he went to Nome, after he had made Preparatiols 


to his Dignity and Quality. 


rior to him who but yeſterday was beholden 
to your pity and alms. Let us then go to 
Rome, and uſe our utmoſt efforts, and ſpare 
no manner of coſt, either of gold or ſilver, 
which will be much more ſerviceable in ob. 
taining a kingdom, than keeping them by us, 
But Herod, for the preſent, rejected her of- 
fer : As he loved his eaſe and quiet, and had 
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apprehenſions of the diſtractions and ttoube- 


ſome affairs at Rome, he endeavoured to bring 
his wife over to a more reaſonable ſenſe of 
things. But Herodias was by ſo much the more 
eager in gaining her husband's conſent, as ſhe 
ſaw him declining from the journey ſhe was ſol- 
licitous to undertake; ſhe bade him conſider 
the dignity of a kingdom, and on that ſcore leare 
nothing uneſlayed. In fine, ſhe never ceaſed, fl 
ſhe had brought him to give his conſent, and 
condeſcend ſo far, till he found it impoſlible 
with his honour to retract what ſhe made him 
promiſe. In fine, having made as magnifcent We 
preparations as he could, and been at all the . 
expence he was able, he ſailed to Rome, catij- 
ing his wife along with him. But Agrippa i- 
ving received intelligence of Herod and his vit 
deſigu and preparations, (a) made ready . 
the ſame journey; and hearing that they had 
weighed anchor, he diſpatched Fortunatus, ole 
of his freedmen, to Rome, with preſents ada 
letter, wrote directly againſt Herod, gg 
Fortunatus expreſs orders, if he found an 0. 
portunity to ſpeak by word of mouth to Cad, 
and acquaint him with the affair. Tae, 
made ſuch diſpatch after Herod, and uus. “ 
quick in his voyage, that Herod had only 1 
to preſent himſelf to Cajus, before he app** 

and delivered his letter. Both of them er. 
upon Dicearchia, and found Caius at ane 
ſmall town of Campania, and about m_ 
longs diſtant from Dicearch1a. The plac 
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drew with this diſhonour, 


1 tor Caius was incenſed; but, 
as an enemy to their cauſe. 


Book XVIII 


1 with very magnificent palaces, which 
5 dnipererd rave ereched each ſtriving to 8 
do his predeceſſor in ſplendor. Beſide, the place 
affords hot baths, which ſpontaneouſly flow 2 
of the ground, and are great reſtorers of healt 
to thoſe who make uſe of them ; and more than 
that, there are ſeyeral very fine ornaments, that 
create very great delight. While Caius Was 
giving audience to Herod, who appeared firſt, 
he received the letter Agrippa ſent him, and 
peruſed it: It was directly levelled at Herod, 
and accuſed him of conſpiring againſt Tiberius 
and vejanus, and of holding then a criminal 
correſpondence with Artabanus, the Parthian 
king, againſt the government of Caius ; and to 
prove what he advanced, he alledged only one 
thing, which was, his having laid up in his ma- 
gazines a ſufficient quantity of arms to equip 
ſeventy thouſand ſoldiers. This diſcovery vio- 
lently enraged Caius, who immediately put the 
queſtion to him, and asked him if the charge 
of having the arms was true. Herod conteſſing 
he had the arms, (for he was afraid to ſpeak any 
further, left he ſhould be taxed with talſhood) 
Crins concluding the account of his revolt 
plain and credible, took away from him his 
tetrarchy, and added it to Agrippa's kingdom, 
to whom he alſo gave his money, and condemned 
Herod to perpetual baniſhment, aſſigning him a 
place at Lugdunus, a town of Gaul, to reſide at. 


CA 
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And upon learning that Herodias was Agrippa s 
ſiſter, he gave him alſo her money, and ſup- 
poſing ſhe would not cordially affect to be 
partner of her husband's misfortunes, he told 
her, that her brother ſhould be her protector: 
Upon this, Great Emperor, ſaid ſhe, you have 


© ſpoke as became your dignity, but the love 1 


© bear my husband is an impediment that hin- 
ders me from making ſuch uſe of your favour 
cas I would; for as 1 have ſhared in his proſ- 
© perous condition, I cannot forſake him in his 
« adverſe fortunes.” Caius, enraged when he 
ſaw the loftineſs of her mind, condemned her to 
perpetual baniſhment with her husband, and be- 
ſtowed her effects upon Agrippa. This was a 
puniſhment very deſervedly inflicted by God on 
Herodias, for the hatred the harboured to her 
brother, and her counſelling Herod, her husband, 
to give way to her artifice and womaniſh ſpeeches. 
Caius in the firſt and ſecond years of his govern- 
ment, managed affairs with that prudence, mo- 
deſty, and candour, that he procured the entire 
favour not only of the Romans, but of all his 
other ſubje&s. But in proceſs of time, the ex- 
ceeding great power he was inveſted with, ſwel- 
ling his ambitious ſoul, he began to baniſh from 
his breaſt the ſentiments which mankind ought 
to entertain, and making himſelt a God, he 


did every thing in derogation of the honour due 
to the ſupreme deity. 


P. VIII. 


Of the Embaſſy of the Jews to Caius. How Caius ſent Petronius into Judea, with 
Orders to make War upon them, provided they refuſed to receive his Statue, 


Sedition happening to ariſe at Alexandria 
between the Fews who reſided there, and 
the Greeks, three ambaſſadors were choſen by 
either faction, and ſent to Caius at Rowe. One 
of thoſe for the Alexandrians was named Apion, 
who inſinuated ſeveral malicious things againſt 
the Fews, and objected how they refuſed to 
pay delerence to Cz#/ar; for it was alledged, 
that every nation, ſubject to the Rowan empire, 
had erected ſtatues and altars to Caius, and 
paid him divine honours, but that the Fews 


were the only people who deemed it diſhon- 


ourable to dedicare either any ſtatue to him, 
or {wear by his name. Theſe, and other heav 

allegations did Apion produce againſt the Jews, 
thinking, by ſuch a procedure, to exaſperate 
Cairs againſt them, which fell out according- 


ly, and anſwered his expectations. Philo, the 


chief of the Fewiſh embaſly, a perſon every 


way accompliſhed, brother of Alexander Ala- 
barcha, and tolerably verſed in philoſophy, 
prepared to make a defence againſt Ayion's ac- 
cuſations; but Cairns abſolutely forbid him, 
and ordered him to keep our of his fight ; and 
his indignation was carried to ſo great an height, 
that every one concluded the Jews would have 
a terrible reckoning to pay for it. Philo with- 


us diſho bur ſpoke to the 
s about him, bidding them be of good heart, 


in effect, that God 


Cains, enraged that the 7e were the only 
perſons who dilhonoured him, ſent Petronius, 
ſucceſſor to Vitellius in his government, his 
ambaſlador into Syria, with orders to break in- 
to Fudea with a numerous army, and ſet up his 
ſtatue in the temple of God, it they willingly 
received it, but on their refuſal, ro force them 
to a compliance, and then do it. Petronius, 
having took upon him the government of Syria, 
made preparations to put Cainus's commands in 
execution; and gathering together as many 
forces as he could, and taking with him two 


Roman legions, came to Ptolomais, to winter, 


as if, in the beginning of the ſpring, he had 


deſigned to open the campaign; and ſent a 


letter to Caiuls, in which he ſignified his reſolu- 
tion: The emperor, commending his vigilance, 
adviſed him to be very artful in his proceedings, 
and, under colour of their diſobedience, make 
war upon them. Upon this ſeveral thouſands 
of fews flocked to Petrouius at Ptolomais, and 
begged him not to force them to tranſgreſs and 
violate the laws of their country: ut if you 
: are abſolutely reſolved, ſaid they, to carry the 
; ſtatue, and ſer it up in the temple, firſt perform 
tor, as long as we are alive, we will never ſaffer 
* thoſe things to be done, which our laws prohi- 
dit, and which our law-giver and fore-fathers 
have confirmed by their teſtimonies.“ To this 
Petronius, in an angry manner, anſwered : © if T 


© had 


your commands by killing every man ot us, 
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© had reſolved upon this by my own authority, 


© or followed the dictates of any counſel of mine 


% £ 


© in it, then your petition would have ſeemed 
. equitable and fair . but ſince Cz/ar hath or- 


© dered me to put it in execution, I hold it ab- 
© ſolutely neceſſary, to K to his 
* command ; left my acting contrary to it, I 
bring deſtruction upon my own head.” 10 
this the eus © Since then, O Petronius, it 15 
© your opinion nothing which. Ce/ar hath com- 
. manded you ſhould e omitted, we muſt 'be 
plain, that we cannot ſuffer ourſelves to act 
any thing what the laws have prohibiced ; we, 
who have hitherto depended on the bounty of 
God, anu we, who#: anceſtors have {ſealed 
them by their ſufferings, have to this day per- 
ſevered in an inviolable obſervance of them ; 
neither can we bring ourſelves to commit ſuch 
an impiety, as through the apprehenſions of 
death, to trangreſs thoſe ordinances, which, 
if we juſtly obſerve them, God hath intended 
for our good. But, provided our laws are pre- 
ſerved in ſafety to us, we will bear any kind 
of calamity, becauſe we are aſſured, that to 
thoſe who expoſe themſelves to danger in this 
reſpect, a certain refuge remains, and that 
God will be of our fide, if, in vindication of 
his honour, we hazard the dubious lot of for- 
tune, or expoſe ourſelyes to difficulties. On 
the other hand, if we comply to your demand, 
we ſhall give manifeſt proofs of a diſnonourable 
indolence, becauſe then we ſhall be thought 
willingly to have tranſgreſſed the laws, and 
God alſo will exert his violent indignation a- 
gainſt us, for not making him, even in your 
opinion, a more powerful perſon than Castus. 
Petronius finding from this ſpeech, how ob- 


ſtinately they were bent, and that it was im- 


poſſible for him to ſet up Caius's ſtatue in the 
temple without making war upon them, and 
ſhedding a great quantity of blood, took the 
friends and ſervants he had about him, and 
went to 7iberias, to look more narrowly into 
the ſituation of the Fewi/b affairs: The Fews, 
in the interim, perceiving that a war with the 


Romans would be attended with dangerous 


conſequences, but that a violation of their 


laws would be followed with worſe effects, 
. aſſembled together again, to the number ot 
| ſeveral thouſands, went to Petronius at Tiberias, 
and ſuppliantly begged him not to force them 


to an extremity, nor pollute their city by e- 


recting the ſtatue. © What then, ſaid Petronius, 


© you are deſigned to make war upon Cæſar, 


© without conſidering his martial preparations, 
-© and your own weakneſs.” 
© have no thoughts of making war, but we will 
'© ſooner die than do any thing contrary to our 
laws.“ And having ſo ſpoke, they caſt them- 
ſelves proſtrate upon the ground, and reaching 
out their ſwords, ſaid they were ready to ſuffer 


But they: © We 


death in their defence. This behaviour was con- 


tinued during forty days, and they wholly neg- 
lected to till the ground, though it was ſeed- 
time, perſiſting in the firm reſolution they had 


taken, of ſooner ſacrificing their lives, than be- 


ing witneſſes ot the ſetting up of the ſtatue. 


Fravivs Jostenvs 
| Things being in this ſituation, 4-; | 
brother of king Agrippa, and elde, Mn 


lar witneſs of the obſtinate tem 


to better ſent iments) 


Magnus, with ſeveral other principal 
that family, and of the Fews, went to P- 
ſupplicating him; © Thar ſince he was 


© people, he would enter upon no viol 


and muſt be obliged, from the neglect 1 
ſowing their ſeed, to enter upon robberies and 
depredations, becauſe they had nothing to 
detray their tribute: That perhaps fuck te. 
monſtrances as theſe might induce Chains 5 
alter his ſentiments, remove his haſty reſolu- 
tion, and baniſh from his breaſt the thoughts 
he had harboured of deſtroying their nation, 
But that, if he perſiſted in his delign of na- 
king war upon them, then he ſhould be at 
to put his enterprize in execution,” 
This was the advice Ariftobulus and the per- 
ſons with him gave Petronius; who findino 
Ariſtobulus and the reſt very urgent in thei 
ſpeeches ; and that the affair was of very 
weighty conſequence, about which they made 
all the intreaties imaginable ; and ſeeing the 
Jets perſevere in an inſurmountable conſtancy, 
diametrically oppoſite to his deſigns, he thought 
it great injuſtice ſo many thouſand of eus, only 
to humour (a) Caiuls, in a frantick fit of his 
ſhould ſufter death, for which their religion, | 


© liberty 


and piety towards God, ſhould be made the 


cauſe; upon which he judged it far more ei- 


pedient to ſignify to Caius by a letter, of the 
ill conſequence it would be to him to be angy 
for not putting his commands ſooner in execu- 
tion, (for it might be he might bring him over 
but if he continued in 
the ſame made opinion as before, he would then 
put himſelf in a readineſs to carry the war - 
mong them; yet, on the contrary, if he found 


his anger turned upon him, he imagined i 
but a duty incumbent on perſons who pric- 


tiſed virtue, to hazard death for the ſake d 
ſuch-a number of men. In fine, he eſolred 
by egy the petitioners in what they Mi 
asked. 

Having aſſembled ſeveral thouſands ol th 
Fews at Tiberias, and hemmed them in WIEN 
the army he had with him, he told then, 


x a | | | 
was not his own will, but what Caius him al 


had commanded, to ſhew them the ſudden e- 


fects of his diſpleaſure, for preſuming do 5 


againſt what he had decreed; and that he Wi 


under an indiſpenſible obligation to et 


order in execution, whoſe favour and * 
neſs had advanced him to his preſent hond 
© Yet, ſaid he, I cannot but ſuppoſe - for 
© in me to hazard my own ſafety and hold 
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men of 
Ironius, 
an occu. 


„ o G . ent m — 
ſures which might drive them to deſpait; = 
3 


c 

rather write to Caius, how the Fews b 

© manner of reaſoning could be brought 8 4 
* celve his ſtatue ; and that neglecting to by 
© their lands, they ſtood in oppoſition to U 
commands, and yet refuſed to enter "Tg 
* war, as having not an equal quantity of . 
* That they were ready to ſhed the laſt dro 
© their blood, before they would ſuffer wk 
© fringement upon the laws of their coun, 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
o 
c 
£ 
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(a) He imagined it a Piece of Barbarity to take away the Lives of ſcveral Thouſand Men, throug"”. m 
d bf = 


Hire to humour Caius's Madneſs, and thought God would look with Indignation at the Action, and 
be attended with no future proſperous Events. Fpiphanins. 
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« your preſervation, who are a numerous. mul- 
c titude, in that you ſtrenuouſly endeavour to 
© maintain ſuch an excellent law, for which, as 
it belongs to your country, you are of opinion, 
you ought to ſacrifice the deareſt thing you 
have I will throw my confidence in God, 
and make it a matter of religion, not to ſuf- 
« fer your temple to be violated by the profane 
actions of princes. I will then write to Caius, 
© and acquaint him with your diſpoſition, and 
© ſtrive all I am able, not to let you ſuffer in a 
c 
c 


aA a 8 


thing you have ſo unanimoully propoſed to 

yourſelves to defend. May God, whoſe power 
1s ſuperior to any human art or skill, aſſiſt 
and preſerve you in a conſtant obſervation of 
« your country's laws ; and make that he, having 
© now trauſgreſſed all meaſure, by his extreme 
© (deſires, may not go on to expect the honours 
« cuſtomarily paid to God. It Cazzs ſhall pour 
© down his heavy diſpleaſure upon me, I will 
ſubmit myſelf to any manner of dangers, and 
© ſuſtain all manner of hardſhips, which hall 
« poſſibly befal either my body or foul, rather 
than be an eye-witneſs to ſee you die, who 
© are ſo many in number, for the honeſt cauſe 
« you ſo vigorouſly endeavour to maintain. Go, 
then, each ot you, whither your ſeveral em- 
c ployments call you, and ſtrenuouſly berake 
© yourſelves to culture, and the rilling of your 
© lands, mean while, I will diſpatcn letters to 
* 
* 
o 


A 


Rome, and not think it time 111 ſpent to pro- 
mote every _y for your intereit ſo far, as 
either 1 or my friends have power to ac for 


ou.” 


When he had ſpoke thus, and diſmiſſed the 
aſſembly, he exhorted the principal of them to 
berake themſelves to husbandry, and endeavour 
by their ſpeeches to put the people in better 
hopes; as for himſelf he ſtrove to put them 
into a more lively and better temper. God, 
no doubt, declared his preſence to Petronius, 
and aſſured him he would ſtand by him in every 
thing; for he had ſcarcely made an end of 
ſpeaking to the 7er, before God ſent down 
upon the earth a large ſhower of rain, which, 
as the day was very clear and ſerene, fell be- 
yond all peoples expectations or hopes, no 
manner of ſign of rain being in the sky, and 
the drought, which had been upon the ground 
all the year, made mankind deſpair of any rain, 
even when they ſaw the air overcaſt with clouds. 
The Jews, ſeeing this large ſhower fall beyond 
what they ever imagined, were immediate! 
animated with an aſſured hope, that Petronins's 
petition for them would nor be rendered vain : 
Beſide, Petronius was by ſo much the more 
| ſtruck with admiration, as he plainly ſaw that 
& God favoured the Fews, and ſhewed himſelf on 
their ſide; fo that they, who could not induce. 

; themſelves to believe it, had not courage now 
B$ con:raditt it. This he ſignified to Caius in 
the letter he ſent to him, which was from one 
E 7 other, entirely calculated to per- 
: bade and mauce him not to drive to madneſs 
1 Fa thouſand men, by putting them to 
Leah, icr that there was no other method of 
raving them from an obſervation of the laws, 
=. y Compelling them by force of arms, nei- 
| vg deprive himſelf of the revenues 
PF ceived from them, nor brand himſelf to 


443 
future generations with'apy:diſhonour,” or-an ill 
name. Add to this, chat he ſhewed him the 
power of God in a manifeſt manner, who pre» 
ſided over them, and left nothing that might 
convince him of his extraordinary ſuperiority; 
in all which Petronias was very importunate. 

King Agrippa, who was now at Rome, grew 
more and more into Caivs's favour and friend- 
ſhip. He provided an entertainment for him, 
in which he made it his ſole endeavour to ex- 
cel all others, not. only in the magnificence of 
the feaſt, but in the ſumptuous ſplendor, the 
delights and coſtly pleaſures at it. Heſide, 
there were none, nay, not Cz:vs himſelt, who 
were able to equal, much more to excel, his 
magnificence; for he had provided every thing 
he was able to make the entertainment appear 
extraordinary, and indulge Cars's luxurious 
appetite. This extravagant proceedure in A- 
grippa made Caius extremely pleaſed, and to 
admire hs generoſity to him, who ſtrove above 
his ability, in the prodigious expence he was 
at to gratity him: Whereiore deliring to emu- 
late Ag rippa's liberality, which he had calcu- 
lated to pleaſe him, he ſpoke to him, (being 
very much unbended with the wine he had 
drank, and in an humorous fit, Agrippa at the 
ſame time inviting him to drink to him,) in 
the following ma ner: * I am conſcious, ſaid 
he, © of the honour you have before now done 
© me; and the great kindneſs you have ſhewn 

me, though at the hazard of ſeveral dangers, 
which T:bcrirs threatened you with, and now 
you omit nothing, though above your ability, 
to gratify and 2 me: Wherefore, ſince 
it would be a ſhame for me to be overcome 
with the favour and friendſhip you give me 


make a retaliation, by giving you all thoſe 
things I ſtand indebted to you for. As for 
the'preſents I have made you, I conſeſs they 
are but of ſmall conſequence ; but now I am 
ready, as far as in me lies, to ſupply you with 
that which may complete your happineſs.“ 
Caius ſpoke thus, as ſuppoſing he would have 
asked for an extenſion of his dominions, or the 
tributes of ſome cities. Agrippa, though he 
was reſolved within himſelf what to ak, 

continued filent ſome time, and then anſwered 
him, That his former attachment to his inte- 


c 
c 
c 
4 
c 
c 
c 
o 
5 
c 
o 
5 
« 


« reſt, againſt which Caius bad enjoined him, 


© was nor deſigned to draw any advantages of 
profit from it, nor had he done any thing now 
© to pleaſe him, that he might gain thereby the 
* leaſt gratuity ; for his former kindneſſes were 
* abundantly great, and more than a perſon, 
© who had more arrogance and ambition than 
© he, could poſſibly expect; tor though they 
were leſs than you could have given me, yet 
they were greater than the expectation end 


* dignity” of me who received them.“ Cairns, 


ſurprized at his extreme modeſty, and the con» 


tinence of his mind, inſiſted now the more to 
make him ſpeak what it was he had a mind he 


ſhould give him: To whom he made this an- 
{wer : © Since, my Lord, through the kindneſs 
you have for me, you make it appear that I 
am worthy to be tarther gratihed by you, I 
ask for none of thoſe things that may any way - 
contribute to enrich me, ſince what l already 
5 X © owe 


ſuch ample proofs of, I am now willing to 
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owe to. your favour, hath put me in a more 
© conſpicuous ſtation than the reſt of mankind: 
What J ſolicit you for will gain you a pious 
© name, and make God to favour your inten- 
tions, and procure me a glorious eſteem among 
© thoſe who ſhall hear it, ſince I ſhall be thought 
©: to have influence to obtain every thing within 
your power, for thoſe who ſhall ſtand in need 
© of my aſſiſtance. I beg and pray you then to 
think no further about fixing up your ftatue 
© in the temple of the Fews, which you have 
© authorized Petronius to do. 

Though Agrippa ſaw this requeſt attended 
with a great deal of danger, (for whatever 
could not perſwade Caius, that was moſt certain 
to bring death to the perſon who asked it) yet 
as he judged it an affair of g eat conſequence, 
as in reality it was, he was reſolved to try the 
chance of fortune in it. Caius, taken with 
the officious liberality of Agrippa, and fancy iug 
it diſhonourable, at the time he had voluntarily 
urged him to make his requeſt, before ſo many 
witneſſes to be branded with a falſhood, as if 
he preſently repented himſelf of his promiſe ; 
and admiring Agrippa's extraordinary virtue, 


who, inſtead of being ſolicitous to augment and 


Increaſe his own dominions, make his revenues 
larger, or extend his authority, had ſolely con- 
fined himſelt to preſerve peace in his country, 


and intercede for the laws and the majeſty of 


God, granted his requeſt ; and wrote to Pe- 
tronius, commending him in raiſing an army, 
and adviſing him what he thought expedient to 
be done to the Fews. But if, ſaid he, it 
«© ſhould happen that you have already ſer up 
my ſtatue, let it not be taken away; but if 
you have not put it up, trouble yourſelf no 
< farther about it; for I would have you disband 
© the army, and put in execution the orders I 
< at firſt gave you; for as (1) I am willing to 
© oblige Agrippa in this matter, I have mo oc- 
« cafion for the ſtatue's being put up, he being 
© a perſon whom I eſteem much more than that 
I ſhould deny him any thing he deſires or in- 
© treats of me.“ This was the letter wrote by 
Caius to Petronius, before he received the epiſtle 


he ſent him, which notified how the IIs on 


account of the ſtatue, were ready to break out 
in an open rebellion ; for the temper they were 
in, gave but too rebellious ſigns, they threatened 
the Romans with a campaign, This was a ſore 


mortification-to Caius, who thought they pre- 


ſumed on this, only to make a trial of his pow- 
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er. As he was a prince who had n 
ſhame at heart, ba accounted ba er 0 
conſequence at all, and let looſe his f = 
every one, according to his own wil + 
whom he had a ming to keep Wenne 
ſuppoſed it to his honour and advantage 1 
play his indignation in its full courſe and Y 
cordingly wrote to the following effect; 7” 
© Since you have preferred the preſents th 
* Jews have made you, to my command, , a 
* have endeayoured to oblige them, by Ven 
things which I did not give you authorit 7 
© act, (2) I charge you, who have made hg 
* ſelf the judge, to think what you are 8 "4 
* dergo, when you {hall feel the whole neigt 
of my anger fall upon you, and I have 8 
you an example to preſent and future ; es 
to admoniſh them, that an emperor's * 
© mands are not to be trifled with.” f 
Cains wrote this letter to Petronius, but le 
happened not to receive it while Cz/ar was 3. 
live, thoſe ordered to bring it having met with 
a long paſſage ar ſea ; another letter, notiſyin 
the emperor's death, came firſt to hand: God 
from this, may be juſtly ſaid not to be wn. 
mindful of the dangers Petronius expoſed him- 
ſelf to, for the defence of the Fews and thei 
honour. After God, who was offended at the 
preſumption he took in arrogating to himſelf 
divine worthip, had cut him off, every one as 
well at Rome, as throughout the whole empire, 


eſpecially thoſe ſenators who had the greateſt | 
authority, and upon whom Cairns had cxerciſed 


his ſpleen and anger, endeavoured to repay 
Petronins the ſervice he had done. Cius, in- 
deed, died ſhortly after he had wrote his letter 
to Petronius, in which he denounced death to 
him. But I ſhall wave here the cauſe of Cs 
death, and the manner in which the conſpiracy 
againit him was carried on; of all which [ ſhall 
take notice in the ſequel. . Petronins firſt re- 
ceived the letter, which notified Cains's death, 
and afterwards that, in which he was command- 
ed to finiſh his life with his own hands. Hs 
was extremely pleaſed to hear the neus cf 
Cains's death, but the more ſurprized at tie 
providence of God, which, in ſpite of all ob- 
ſtruction, had rewarded him fo, for the honour 
he had preſeryed for the temple, and the f. 
ſiſtance he had given the Fews. And thus di 


Petronius eſcape the danger of dying, to Which ; 


he was unwarily expoſed. 


(1) The Verſion of Epipbanius is vaſtly different, and runs thus in Engl : I am willing to oblige 
© Agrippa. in this, who is a Perſon I did always honour, and ſhall now give greater Proofs of my Favour to 
him, This was the Letter Caius wrote to Petronius before the Sedition touk a more violent Coutſe; for 
the Diſpoſitions of every one were in a Ferment, and their Proceedure gave a manifeſt Diſcovery 0! their 
©nclinations, that if a contrary Meſſage was ſent back, they were ready to enter into an open Wat u. 
the Romans. But Cains, whoſe Inclinations were prone to ignoble Ends, a Contemner ot others Advice 
ready in every Action he thought neceſſary to be done, or give Proof of his unbridled- Paſſions, and igt 
„rant how to moderate himſelf; but deeming it to his Reputation, to put in Execution every Thing tn 
+ tended to his Pleaſure, afterwards wrote to Petronius, &c. poor : 

. (2), Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: © I command 405 to be your own Judge. and chuſe what j0 


© merit to ſuffer, who has rouſed me up to ſo violent a Pa 


| C 
on, as to make you an xample to Perſonsp 


©Jent and to come, that ho Man ſhould dare to contemn the Orders of an Emperor.” 
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Book XVIII. of the Antiquities'of the Jews. 451: 


CH AP. IX. 


1 


* cs e 


The Accidents that befel the Jews at Babylon, occaſioned by Aſinæus and Anilzus, 
| OY two Brothers.” 


uc about this time the Fews in Me. 
ſopotamia, but chiefly thoſe at Babylon, 
fell under great misfortunes, under the preſſure 
ot which ſo vaſt a number of them ſuffered 
death, that hiſtory cannot produce a like ex- 
ample : I will give an accurate account of this 
matter, and fetch from the very original, the 
cauſe of this diſaſter. | 
N.arda is a city of Babylonia, exceeding 
populous, and miſtreſs of a large and fruitful 
tract of land, which abounds not only in a great 
many choice bleſſings, but is remarkable for its 
numbers of men. Add to this, that it lies not 
0 open to the aſſaults of its enemies, being on 
every ſide ſurrounded with the Euphrates, and 
walls of great iirength. The city N/bis allo 
is incloſed within the ſame river. The ous 
confiding in the natural ſtrength of theſe places, 
repoſited here the didrachms which each was 
accuſtomed to pay to God, and all their other 
votive money. They made theſe two cities as 
common treaſuries to put rheir money 1n, which 
was tranſmitted at an appointed time to Hiero- 
folyma, under a convoy ot ſeveral thouſands, 
through fear of the Parihians, to whom Ba- 
bylonia was then tributary. There were among 
theſe es two brothers, named Aſinaus and 
Anilets, originally from Yearda, whoſe mo- 
ther (tor their father was dead) had procured 
them to be put to the trade of a weaver, a bu- 
ſineſs ſo far from being accounted a ſhame to 
any one, that the men 1n the ſeveral nations 
followed it. One day the maſter, who preſided 
cover the work, and lcarnt them their art, 
charged them with coming too late to their 
employment, and fell to beating them, They 
= imagining their correction a diſhonour to them, 
and what they did not deſerve, ſeized upon all 
L;arl the arms which were kept in the houſe. and 


= withdrew to a place where the river divides 
= nfelf, and where was wont to be great plenty 
- "8 . ö 


ol paſture, and of fruits, uſually laid up againſt 
the winter, They were preſently joined by a 
great number of neceſſitous young men, whom 
7 e equipped with arms, and declar'd them- 
ſelves their captains, it was reaſonable to ſup- 


poſe they would ſoon make themſelves the o- 
riginal and cauſe of great commotions and diſ- 


; . 8 5 * 
EM; 
#35. 


and were ſure, of death for 1 


turn their backs and fly. 


ſtrength increaſed, and they had now power to 
act whatſoever they pleaſed. Every one en- 
deavoured to fide with them, and they con- 
ſtantly threw a terror in thoſe who attacked 
them. In fine, they became the talk far and 
near, till at laſt the Parthian king became ac- 
quainted with their tranſactions. 


After rhe governor of Bavy/onia came to be 
acquainted with this affair, he was willing to 
reſtrain them in the beginning, before the ſe- 


dition diffuſed and ſpread itſelf too far; and, 


to that end, having collected as large an army 


as he was able, compoſed of Parthians and 
Babylonians, he marched quickly againſt them, 
reſolving to fall upon and attack them, before 
they had any intelligence of his preparations: 
Accordingly having ſet down at a certain lake, 
he kept himſelt very quiet, but the next day, 
which happening to be the Few!/b ſabbath, 


whereon the Fews are uſed to retire from all 


manner of labour, ſuppoſing the enemy durſt 
not attack him, but that he ſhould take them 


priſoners without hazarding a battle, he pro- 


ceeded unawares in a {flow manner, deſigning to 
tall upon them at unawares ; but Afincus, who 
with his companions were fittipg with their 


arms placed about them in a Careleſs manner, 


ſax, © My men, the neighing of horſes. aflails 
my ears, not of ſuch s live in the paſtures, 
bur thoſe who carry riders upon their. backs. 
And I am certain I hear the ſound of bridles, 
which makes me tear they are enemies co- 
ming upon us to «track us; let ſome perſon 
run and ſee, and bring word back what is the 
danger that hangs over us, but I wiſh m 
words may prove falſe.“ After he had thus 
ſaid, certain men preſently went to ſee what 
was doing, who immediately returning, ſaid; 
You are not deceived in the conjecture you 
made about 'your enemies, who. wiil now. 
no longer ſufter_us_ to continue our actions 
with impunity ; we. are circumvented, and 
doomed to be ſlain like ſo many, ſheep: For 
a numerous army marches againſt us, and we 
are obliged to ſit ſtill from tha law ot. our 


. 
0 
* 
c 


c country that prohibits our arms. B t Air 
neus was of another opinion to the 1 3 — 


relation, to what was to be done: He thought 
it more prudent and juſt to take courage. from 
the neceſſity into which, they. had fallen, and 
violate the law, ſo they but revenged theaftrunt, 

d were ſure. of death for it, than to, fit 
ſtill and give their enemies an occalion to re- 
joice at their deaths. Upon this he -preſently 
inatch'd up his arms, which greatly contributed 
to ſpirit up the reſt to behave with an equal 


bravery : In tine, they attached the, enemy, a 


great number of whom, they ſlew upon the ſpot, 
as falling upon them wien a kind of difdain, as 
if ; they_had. been alrcady ſure of their victory, 
but, in the concluſien, they were forced to 
The 
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The news of this Batt coming to thetears\- 
of the king of Parthia, he ſeemed in admi- 
ration at the courage of the brothers, and de- 
firing to ſee and ſpeak with them, he ſent one 
of his guards, in whom he could moſt confide, 
who ſpoke to them in this manner: © King 
* Artabanus, though a ſufferer by your inju- 
rious treatment, in that you have invaded his 
© kingdom, yer is willing ro baniſh his refent- 
© ment, and look upon your virtue ; upon 
© which he hath ſent me to give you a tender 
© of his friendſhip, that you may go to him 
© without any apprehenſions or fears, fince 
© he is defirous to give you a teſtimony of the 
* kindneſs he bears you; befides he promiſes 
« you large preſents, which will be of confider- 
able advantage to increaſe your native cou- 
© rage.” Afinæuus waved going, but ſent his 
brother Aulæus with fuch preſents as he had 
about him. Accordingly Auilæus went ſtrait- 
ways, and had eaſy admittance to the king. 
When Artabanus ſaw that Anilæus was come 
by himſelf, he asked him what was the reaſon 
why Afinenus his brother did nor accompany 
him. Upon hearing that he had hid himſelf 
through fear among the fens, he called upon 
the gods of his country, to witneſs that he 
had no intentions to injure thoſe who threw 
themſelves into his protection; upon which he 
ſtretched out his hand to him, the ſure token 
of ſafety to all who come to crave the pro- 
tection of the kings of that country; for none 
ever acts treacherouſſy, after he has afforded 
his hand, neither has any one any room to 
doubt, who before might entertain ſuſpicion, 
after he has ſuch a teſtimony of friendſhip; af- 
ter Artabanus had done thus, he diſmiſſed 
Anilæus to go and perſuade his brother to 
come back with him to him. Artabanus did 
this with no other intent, than to ſet the valour 
of theſe two Fewiſh brothers, as a reſtraint 

n his governors, who were upon the point 

of revolting ; for he was fearful of loſing their 
alliance, and reflected, if he made war upon 
them, their rebellion would ſooner diſcover it- 
felt; nay, he had apprehenſions while he 
fhould be bufied in managing a war againſt 
them, in order to reduce them to obedience, 
Afinæus and the Babylonians ſhould either in- 
creaſe their ſtrength, or, upon report of his 
bemg engaped in a war, enter into an expedi- 
rior againft him; or, if they were not able to 
do this, ſeize upon an opportunity, and com- 

mu greater walte upon the places lying near 

Artabanus puſhed on by theſe ſentiments and 

reflections, diſmiſſed Anilæus. In fine, Ani- 

læus went and perfaaded his brother, telling 

him a long ſtory of rhe king's friendſhip, and 

kindneſs for them, and the promiſe he made 

them. In the concluſion both returned to the 

king. When they came before him, Artaba- 

nus received them with great civility, and 

ſeemed furprized at Aſiuæus, in that he had be- 

haved ſo gallantly; but was the more aſtoniſh- 

ed, when he ſaw him of ſo low a ſtature, and 

at firſt ſight contemptible to thoſe who looked 

upon him, who fet him as nothing; upon 

which the king would fay to his friends, that 

His ſoul, if compared to his body, was con- 


he was, and how bravely he had beha 


ſiderably more large, and extended. Once I 
an entertainment Artabanus happened to ſhe 
Alineus to one of his Pretorian officers, : 


Abdagaſes, and to acquaint him what fork 


battle. Upon which Abdagaſes wy s 


would give him leave to kill him, and & mak 
him atone for the ſeveral injuries he had bow 


the Parthian kingdom: To which the King (aig, 


© I cannot permit that againſt a man, yy, 
hath thrown himſelf into my protection. e 

pecially ſeeing I have given him my hand. 
and by my oath affared Rim of my ſateguard - 
but if yof are a perſon well skilled in wr 
and of a courageous ſpirit, you haye 90 
need to make me forſwear myſelf, in order t, 
puniſn the injuries done the Parthian king. 
dom: You have my leave when he returns to 
fall upon him with the forces under you 

but let me have no knowledge of your de. 
ſign.“ Accordingly in the morning haying 
ſent for A/nens ; It is time, faid he, youno 
man to depart back to your followers, le 
more of the officers who are with me, hip. 
pen to be ſpurred on, to put you to death, 
c 
i 
c 
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when I neither know or dream any thing gf 
it. I throw the land of Babylonia tier 
your protection, to preſerve it by your care 
free from robberies and depredations, for 
It is a piece of juſtice in me, to think wel 
of you, after I have kept my promiſe inrio- 
lably with you, not only to reward you in 
ſmall occurrences, but to teſtify the favour 
I bear you in things that regard your life 
© and ſafety.” Having ſpoke thus, and loaded 
Afneus with preſents, he preſently diſmiſſedhim, 
Upon his return he built ſome new caſtles, and 
ſtrengthen'd the old ones with new fortifications, 
and in a little time grew ſo powerful and conli- 
derable, that none, who from ſuch a beginning 
durſt atrempt to raiſe himſelf into author), 
ever was inveſted with more. The Farthiu 
officers, who were ſent into the neighbouring 
ovinces, courted his alliance; the honour he 
received from the Babylonians was but of ſmall 
importance, for his authority was confideaby 
augmented, and all M:/opotamia was at lis nod 
and beck; and for fifteen years his good kat 
tune received daily a freſh increaſe. _ 
Havitig procured themſelves the acquilitiondt 
every good thing, a misfortune began to attend 
them from the following cauſe : It was at 
they had fallen from that extraordinary courege 
which had raiſed them to ſo much, dignity 
and diſhonoured it by a ſhameleſs abandonl 
the laws of their country, and giving then- 
ſelves up to luſt and inordinate, pleafutt 
There happened to come one of the Pahl 
captains to take upon him the adminiſtrati 
of the country that lay contiguous to Auilell 
who brought along with him his wife, a woman 
who ſeemed, with the excellent qualification 
ſhe was endowed, to ſnatch away the ou 
from all the reſt; the admirable ape of 1 
perſon, was of great advantage to het 0 4 
matter; now whether Auilæus, brother 9 / 
næus, had heard the fame of her beauty report 1 
or had had a full view of it with his own * 
he, however, became her lover and her enemy 
one and the ſame time, partly becauſe be " 
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he had no hopes of enjoying her, without 2455 
king uſe of violent means to accom liſh, his en F 
and partly becauſe he believe he was 155 
able to reſiſt his furious deſires. In fine, the 
haiusband was declar'd an enemy to them, and a 
264 battle was fought, in which he loſt his life. By 
. this means the wife of the deceaſed was taken 
riſoner, and afterwards married to her lover: 
This match, however, was attended with ſeveral 
dangerous circumſtances both to the perſons of 
Anilzus and Aſinæus; nor did the woman enter 
their houſe without great diſturbance to their 
rep ſe, which proceeded from the following 
cauſe : When the captive woman was marrie 
to her firſt husband, ſhe hid her houſhold Gods, 
® (forit is cuſtomary with all people in that conu- 
try to have the images of God in their houſes, 
and upon taking a journey, to carry them along 
with them, ) and after the cuſtom of her coun- 
® try, carried them about with her, and ſecretly 
paid her adoration to them; when ſhe became 
* Anltus's wife, ſhe adored them in the very 
* fame manner ſhe had done in her firſt husband's 
time: Upon this, thoſe companions of theirs 
whom they moſt honoured, reproved Anilæus 
for his abſolute neglect of the Hebrew inſtitu- 
tions and laws, by taking a wife who was a 
ſtranger, and a violater of their ſacrifices and re- 
ligious worſhip which was ſolemnly preſcribed 
them; that he ought then to take care, leſt, 
© abandoning himſelf too much to the enjoyment 
= of her, he made not her beauty the cauſe of 
diſplacing him from the government and power 
which God had ſo fortunately beſtowed upon 
him. But they found their remonſtrances inef- 
fectual, and that one of their deareſt compa- 
nions, for a little more freedom than ordinary he 
had took in his words, had the unhappineſs to 
loſe his lite, who, as he was dying, through the 
love he bore to his country's laws, wiſhed God 


due to his murther, and that all their compa- 
nionus and confederates might meet with the like 

chaſtiſement from their enemies, becauſe the 
former had been the cauſe of the wickedneſſes 
that had been committed; and the latter had 
lent him no manner of aid or aſſiſtance, while 
he was forced to ſuffer ſuch an hardſhip in the 
defence of the inſtitutions of his country: This 
was a cruel reflection to them; however, they 
= were obliged to ſubmit patiently, as being conſ- 
© ous to themſelves, that their preſent happineſs 
= was entirely owing to their valour, and no other 
thing. But coming to hear of the worſhipping 
ol thoſe Gods which the Parthians pay adora- 
tion to, they thought the diſhonour Anilens did 
ER ther laws, was not to be bore with any longer, 
and aſſembling a great number of their body 
dogether, they went to Hſinaus, and with loud 
RE. exclamarions againſt Anilaus, remonſtrated, 


A 


what was of advantage to them, now to cor- 
rect and amend what was done, before he, and 
all his followers, fell a ſacrifice for his bro- 
; © ther's tranſgreſſions.” Beſide, they upbtaided 
him with his brother's marrying a foreign wo- 
man a thing diametrically contrary both to the 

piactice of their country, and the laws received 
n xn, and with paying adoration to Gods, which 
We, Mm did, in diſhonour to the religion of 


numbers every day flocking to him, who were 


to repay Aſinæuls and Anilæus with a puniſhment 


of this from a Syrian ſtranger, who belonged 


That he ought, if he had not the ability to ſee 


their own God which they adored. Ainæu 

was well 4cquainted with the whole air, did 
knew too well that his brother”s erroneousS pro- 
ceeding in his marriage had been the cauſe of 
a great many misfortunes, and would: ſtill be 
ſo; however, he bore with him, through the 
love he had for him as his brother, aud the vaſt 
affection, which entirely ſubdued him, with 
which he loved. But when he found greater 


more loud in their complaints, he was at length 
obliged to go and confer with Auilæus about 
the allegations brought againſt him, when, 
amongſt other things, he reproved him for his 
paſt actions, and begged him to forbear for the 
future from doing the like, and to ſend home 
his wife to her relations. Burt his remonſtrance 
on this article was to no effect. The woman, 


ſuppoſing the people buſted themſelves in ſuch 


crowds upon her account, and apprehending A- 
nilæus, for the love he bore her, might fall in- 
to ſome worſe misfortune, took Aſfinæus out of 
the way by poiſon, which the mixed in his mear. 
Neither did ſhe ſeem any way fearful for what 
ſhe had done, as thinking ſhe ſhould have found 


the man who dearly loved her, the judge of 


her action. 1 

Anilæus now finding himſelf without a part- 
ner in the government, led an army into the 
villages of Mithridates, a man of principal note 
among the Parthians, and who had received in 
marriage the daughter of king Artabanus. Theſe 
he ravaged, and took away a great quantity of 
money he found in them, beſides a great num- 
ber of ſlaves, ſheep, and other things, which to 


the poſſeſſors were of no little value to the hap= 
py enjoyment of their lives. But Mithridates, 


who happened then to be in that country, ha- 
ving heard of the ſacking of the villages, was 
extremely nettled to think that Auilæus, to 
whom he had given no manner of diſturbance 
before that time, ſhould begin to make hoſti- 
lities upon him, and when he was no enemy to 
the preſent dignity he enjoyed ; upon which he 
collected as many cavalry as he was able, out 


of the flower of his dominions, and with them 


went out to meet Anilæus, as if his deſign had 
been to have given him battle. When he was 
come to one of his villages, he ſhut himſelf up 
in it, and kept himſelf quiet, reſolving the next 
day to engage him, which was the ſabbath on 
which the Jews relax themſelves from all man- 
ner of labour, Anilæus, receiving intelligence 


to another village, and who gave a true ac- 
count of other matters, and fignified to him 
the place Mithridates was going to ſup in, re- 
freſhed his own army very ſeafonably, and as 
ſoon as it was night took his route, refolving to 
fall upon the Parthians, when they but little 
thought of his approach; and accordingly about 
the fourth watch he ruſhed upon them, ſome of 
whom he ſlew as they were aſleep, and others 
he took priſoners. ' Having taken M:1tbridates 
alive, he put him upon a naked aſs, a thing ac- 
counted by the Parthians the moſt diſhonour- 
able. After he had led him in this manner in- 
to a wood, his friends adviſed him to pur Mi- 
thridates to death; but he endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade them from ſuch a refolution, by remonſtra- 
51 ting 
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ting, „That it would not be ar. all to their in. 
© tereſt to put to death Mb ridates, W ho Was a 
prince of the chiefeſt rank among the Pr. 
thians, and by ſo much rhe more nearly allied 
to the King, as he had married his daughter; 
that what they had already done, would hard- 

ly be borne with; and though Mit hridates had 

been diſhonourably treated, yet the thought 
of ,owing his life to them, would make him 

remember the kindneſs he ſtood indebred to 
them for. But if, on the other hand, he be 
put to death, the king will nor fir quiet with 
the affront, who has it in his power to make 
terrible havock among the Fews in Babylonia, 
to whom it will be o conſiderable adyantage 
to live peaceably on two accounts; firſt, as 

they are your relations, and next, as you will 
have no manner of refuge, if affairs run amiſs 
with you, after he has reduced the major part 
of their youth to his obedience.. 

After he had reflected upon theſe things, and 
mentioned them to thoſe about him, he eaſi- 
ly altered their opinion, and then releaſed 
Mit hridates. At his return, his wife reproach'd 
him for his neglect and unwillingneſs, as he 
was the king's ſon-in-law, and had been ſo baſe- 
ly uſed, to purſue thoſe who had injured and 
reviled him; and with great indolence to live 
fatisfied with his ignominious condition, after 
he had been led captive by the Fews. © Either 
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© now, (aid ſhe, valiantly return back upon them, 


© or 1 ſwear by the Gods of my country to diſ- 
« ſolve the nuptial band between us. Thus was 
Mithridates the ſecbnd time, partly through the 
diſlike he had to the daily reproaches thrown 
at him, and partly chrough the fears he enter- 
tained of his wife's proud ſpirit, and of her di- 
votcing herſelf from him, induced, though a- 
gainſt his inclination and temper, to muſter up 
as great an army as he could, with which he 
marched againft the enemy, thinking the ow- 
ing of his life to the Fews of no value, if, as 
he was a Parthian, he ſhould be again re- 
pulſed by them in this ſecond expedition, 
Anilzus coming to hear of the deſign Mithri- 
dates had to lead a numerous body of forces a- 
gainſt him, thought it diſhonourable to keep 
himſelf ſhut up within his fens, and not march 
out to meet him; accordingly, ſuppoſing that 
fortune would fall proſperous on his fide, as it 
had done before, and that his enemies would 
meet with the ſame defeat, he, after having 
inſpir'd his men with courage, led out his forces. 
A great number joined him, in hopes of plunder- 
ing the enemy, and of chrowing, at firſt ſight, 
a terror into the enemy, as they had done * 65 
But travelling full ninety furlongs through dry 
and deſart places, and in the very noon time 
of day, they began to b< exceeding thirſty, and 
the ſight of Mithridates ſomewhat terrified them. 
In tine, what by their violent thirſt, and the 


the fears they had of Auilæus, (who had been 


had the greater number, was ſure the firlt to 


force in battle, or to live peaceably among them, 
and not brooking the injuries they ſultainec, 
removed to Seleucia, a principal city of tnt 
country, built by Seleuchs, the for c 
a great number of Macedonians and Greeks Ws 
habit it, beſide a great multitude 0 
who reſide among them. Hither the J 


joyed great tranquility and repoſe, 


heat of the weather, they were not able tofu; 
their atins. Upon this, Cee wis ob Ws 
betake himſelf to a ſhameful flight, ſeas, m. 
enemy was ſtrong aud hearty, and his ment ü 
and enetvate: A great ſlaughter was Wh, 
mongſt his men, and feveral thowfarids of 4" 
army were flain upon the ſpot. Aniley, # 
thoſe about him, betook themſelves to x — 
pitate flight, and withdrew into a wood 1155 
thereby to Mithridates an opportunity (0 re. 
joice at the victory he had obtained over th. 
Ailæus was preſently joined by a Waden 
multitude of deſperate men, who ſet their live 3 
at little value, while they found any ſhew-of S. 
relief in their preſent condition; their number Ml 
was equal to the body that had been lain, but 
as they were a rude and undiſciplined multitude 
they were not of equal ſervice to thoſe perſons 
who had facrificed their lives in the feld gf 
battle. With theſe Anilæus made an intoad 
into the Babylonian villages, and by the 
vigour and fury with which he puſhed on his 
arms, he made terrible havock anddepredations 
on every fide. Upon this, the Babylonians and 
thoſe who had undertaken the war, ſent to M. 
arda to the Fews there, demanding Avileus to 
be ſurrendered up to them. But finding their 
meflage rejected, (for, had they been never 
ſo willing, they could not have farrendered 
him,) they invited them to enter into a peace 
with them. In the concluſion, they themſelves 
acquainted them they were deſirous of nothing 
more, and accordingly certain perſons with the 
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about it. The Babylonians, upon this, made 
diligent enquiry into the place where Arilzus 
had encamped himſelf, when falling ſuddenly 
upon them, over-charged with wine and ſleep, 
they took a great many, and flew others, and 
among them Anilæus himſelf, 

The Babylonians having thus got clear ot 


a continual impediment to their pouring ther 
revenge upon the Fews; for they, from the 
different ſyſtems of their laws, were (a) als 
at variance with one another, and that tide, whicli 


fall and commit hoſtilities upon the other) and 
{lain thoſe who ſided with Anilzns, the) mace 
a ſally upon the Fews; the Jeu. finding 
themſelves unable to withſtand either tber 


ſor of Meal; 


f Sale, 
15 with- 
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'$ ſilence invaded Babylonia, which occa- 
Poa pron to be. made our of the city 
which, becauſe they fell upon Seleucia, the 
calamity became of more fatal conſequence, for 
a reaſon I ſhall now relate. —_ 
The Creeks and Syrians, living, in Seleucia, 
were at a hot variance and diſpyte, yet the 
Grecians had the ſuperiority. But upon the. 
Jets coming there to inhabit, the ſedition 
Her out atreſh, and the Syrians carried the 
higher hand, as they were aſſiſted by the eus, 
wen vety ready to engage in any danger, and 
willingly drawn in to engage in another's diſ- 
pute. The Greeks who found themſelves very 
much weakened by the diſſention on foot, per- 
ceiving there was no other way left them by 
which they might regain their former authori- 
ty, than by making a ſeparation between the 
Jews and the Hriant, went and talked with 
thoſe Syrians, to whom they had been old 
acquaintance, and promiſed them their friend- 
ſhip and alliance; this propoſition was readily 
hearkened to. After a few conferences. were 
held between both partics, in which the prin- 
cipal of each ſide negotiated the alliance, a re- 
concilation was at length concluded upon. 
And having ſtipulated thus between themſelves, 
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and ſafe habitation ; for the Seleucians were 
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they ſuppoſed they could not give each a ſurer 


token of. their friendſhip, than by falling equally 


upon the Fews. In conſequence of which, at= 
racking the Fews, when they little inagin'd 
ſuch an aſſault upon them, they flew above fifty 


thouſand of their body, and every man among 


them certainly periſhed, had not fome, 
through the pity of their friends and neighbours, 
made their eſcape ; theſe removed to (a) Ge- 


phon, a great city, and ſituate on the confines 


of Seleucia, where the king annually winters, 
and where a great 75 of his baggage is © 
hey found not here a firm 


little mindful of the honour of their king. In 
fine, all the Fews in that place were extremely 
fearful of the Babylonians and Seleucians, be- 
cauſe the Syrians had entered into a conſedera- 
cy with the Seleucians to make war upon them. 
This obliged them to withdraw, to Nearda and 
NMiſibis, where they placed their ſafety in the 
ſtrength and fortifications of thoſe cities; and 
their hopes were increaſed from the great num- 
bers of valiant men, who reſided in them. And 
theſe are the things which belonged to the 
FJeus in Babylonia. 


(a) See Strabo. Hudſon; Ctefiphon was a Grecian City, and bordered upon Seleucia. The King of the 


Perſiuns conſtantly wintered in it. 


Amm. Marcellinus, lib. xxiii. cap. 6. pag. 286. Cteſiphon was firlt erected 


by Varanes; and afterwards, by King Pacorus, amplified with Men and ſtrong Walls, and by a Greek Name 
called Pey/js, beſtowing upon it prodigious Quantities of Money, and rendering it as magnificent and ſtately 


as could be. Spanheim. 


The END of the Eighteenth Book of the Antiquities. 
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FA AIUS'S raging madneſs was not 
only poured down upon the Fews 
at Hieroſolyma, and thoſe who 
inhabited in the neighbouring 
countries, but he diffuſed it thro' 
| all countries, and over every 
| ſea, where the Roman empire had authority, 
which he filled with innumerable ills, ſuch and 
ſo many as never was known before. But 
what fell the ſevereſt ſacrifice to his barbarity 
was Rome, which he not only put upon a level 
with other cities, but tormented its citizens a 
thouſand various ways ; eſpecially the ſenators, 
and thoſe who were Patricians, who, through 
the glory of their anceſtors, turned every man's 
eyes upon them; he alſo meditated innume- 
rable things againſt thoſe who were called the 
Equites or Knights, who, in reſpect of their 
dignity and riches, were held in equal honour 
with the ſenators themſelves in the city, be- 
cauſe from their body the choice was tranſ- 
ferred to the ſenate honour. Caius treated 
theſe gentlemen with ignominy, and deprived 


them of their dignity, and often robbed them 
both of their lives and their riches, nay, he 
ſeveral times made the ſtripping them of their 


money, a pretence for taking away their lives. 
Moreover, he arrogated to himſelf divine ho- 
nours, and required his ſubjects to give him 
greater reverence than was tit for man; he fre- 

uented the temple of Jupiter, which is called 
Capitolina, the moſt celebrated of all the tem- 
ples among the Romans, and had the preſump- 
tion to ſtile himſelf the brother of Jupiter. Be- 
ſide, he committed ſeveral other actions which 
plainly ſhewed he was no better than a mad- 
man, eſpecially this one following: When 


. 1. 
How CAI US was slain by CHE RE As. 


the performance of ſuch a journey was corteſ- 


command herein was diſobeyed; for the el 


he thought it too much trouble to pas in a 
boat from Puteoli, a city of Campania, and im- 
gining the ſame ſuperiority belonged to him o et 
the ſea, as he exacted from the land, he raiſcd 
a bridge from one promontory to the cther, 
which reached thirty furlongs by ſea, and rode 
in his chariot over the bridge, for he thought 


pondent to the dignity of a God; there was 
not a ſingle temple of the Greeks which he 
did not rifle; and all the pictures, fine ſculp- 
tures, ſtatues, and other decorations and gifts 
in them, he ordered to be brought him, Fot i 
© was not convenient, he ſaid, that valuable 
© things ſhould be repoſited in any other place, 
© thanin the moſt beautiful and valuable place, 
© which was the city of Rome.” He took tis 
things from thence, and commanded them tv 
be carried to his own palace to adorn it, and it 
gardens and other fine ſears he had in Ita. be- 
fide, he had the preſumption to order thellaue 
of Fupiter, which the Greeks worſhipped rhe 
city of Olimpias, and which was called un ns 
thence, Olimpius, and made by P/adi9s i = 
Athenian, to be brought to Rome. Bu "5 ys 


who had the care of it, acquainted 
Regulus, that the moment it was mov 
its place, it would break in pieces. rp 
fore it is ſaid, that Memmius regarding 
the men ſaid, and ſome other omens, ſometiul 
too incredible, was induced to let it 5 
where it was, and wrote to Caius about , 
order to excuſe his not complying 1 * 
commands: This, however, brought 1 
great danger of his life, from which he- 

leaſed by the ſudden death of Cain y, 


ed out o 
\Where- 


A 


reſt; he was ſtout and valiant 
5] diſpoſition, | 
his deſigns ; 
ſecveral triends and others, 
do enter into the con 
puſhed on to take 
8 chrough a deſire he 
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was common betwixt him and Fupiter, and had 
two fathers, and adding, in the mid(t ol the 
multitude, that he lett it to their deciſion, woof 
of the two were greater. Though he behave 

himſelf: thus, yet the people bore with him; 
beſide, he gave ſervants an abſolute liberty o 
accuſe their maſters, and to alledge crimes, as 
they pleaſed againſt them: The allegations 
brought againſt them were by ſo much the 
more terrible, as they were ſecretly managed 
either by their own advice, or to procure his 
favour : Theſe methods of procedure, were ſo 
arbitrarily carried on, that Claudius WAS ac 
cuſed by Pollux his ſlave, and Carts, when his 
uncle's lite was brought 1n queſtion, thruſt him- 
ſelf among the judges to hear his trial, hoping 
to get an opportunity of taking away his life ; 
but his deſign was fruſtrated. After he had 
filled all the empire with nothing but calumny 
and malice, and inveſted ſervants with ſuch 
extraordinary power againſt their maſters, 
then conſpiracies began to be frequently laid 
againſt him. Some were extremely enraged 
at him, and waited for any opportunity to re- 
venge the injuries he had done them; others 
were for taking him off before their calamities 
were attended with more fatal conſequences ; 
his death was of vaſt advantage to the ſecurity 
and protection of the laws of ſeveral nations 
under him, eſpecially of our nation, which ten 
thouſand to one had entitely been deſtroyed, 
had not fo ſudden a death ſnatched him out 
of the world. 1 will here give a brief detail 
of the ſeveral things that happened prior to 
his death, becauſe it may be of great advan- 
tage to fix a belief of God's extraordinary 
power, of great comfort to thoſe under misfor- 
tunes, and of ſome advice to thoſe who think 
happineſs is perpetual, and that there is no way 


do fall into adverſity, unleſs virtue accompany 


It, 

His death was plotted three ways, each of 
which was managed by a valiant perſon. Ami- 
lius Regulus, born at Cordula in Iberia, brought 
ſome other confederates into his ſchemes, and 
was reſolved, either by their aſſiſtance, or 
with his own hand, to take him away; Caſſius 


| Chereas, a tribune, was head of another band 
of conſpirators; and Annins Minucianus, at the 
head of a powerful body of men, was prepared 
do level all his fury upon the tyrant, The 


was more emboldened than the 


of an open 
and had not the artifice to conceal 
he communicated his ſcheme to 
ers, who ſeemed ready 
ſpiracy. Mintctiauus was 
Caius out of the world, 
had to revenge Lepidus 


an, on whom was not laid ſome 


42. 


unheard-of Grievances firſt raiſed 


of the Antiquitles of the Jews! 457 
1 © Kar in-chis madneſs, that, his moſt articular friend, and one of the moſt 

4 2 — Maree to him, he carried pen beiti, v hom the emperor had put 
7 5 7 — into the Capitol, - aud laid ir at to death; beſide, he was ſhocked at Caius's 
ye 10 : c 7 iter's ſtatue ſaying, the offspring unbridled anger, on whomſoever he poured: 
che eri J. down his indignation, whom he no ſooner 
ceaſed to perſecute with his inveterate malice, 
then he had put them to death. Ghæreas 
was extremely aſhamed of the ignominy Caius 
had thrown at him, in calling him ſoft and ef- 


feminate, and for that he ſaw his friendſhip for 
him was repaid with continual apprehenſions 
of death, and that the cutting him off from the 
ſociety of mankind was not derogatory to a 
man of worth and honeſty. 


had any regard to the late injuries done them, 


and were deſirous to rid themſelves of them 


by the death of Caius; for it was likely their 
ſchemes would ſucceed, and it would be a 


glorious thing if they did, to have ſo many 
good men unanimouſly combined together, who, 


with the hazard of their lives, had been deſi- 


rous to maintain the ſecurity of the city and 


the empire. Bur Caſſius, deſirous of a great 


name, and conſidering as he was tribune of 
the guards, he had a freer acceſs to the empe- 


ror than the others, was prodigiouſly animat- 
ed to take away his liſe. 

In the mean time the Circaſian games, to 
the ſight of which the Romans are wonder- 
tally given, were celebrating. Vaſt numbers 
flocked to the Circrs, where it is a cuſtom to 
ask any thing they detire of their emperors, 
who, thinking it unjuſt to contradict them, al- 
ways agree to their petitions. Hereupon they 
petitioned Caius with great warmth to (1) re- 
mit to them ſome of their tributes, and caſe 
them of thoſe taxes which were a burthen and 
load upon the ſubjects; this ſeemed not well re- 
liſhed by the emperor ; they began to be more 
loud 1n their expoſtulations, upon which he 
ordered his guards to diſperſe themſelves and 
apprehend rhe diſturbers, and immediately 
puniſh them. | | 5 
Ihus he commanded, and the guards, as 
ordered, put his words in execution, upon 
which a great many were put to death. The 
people were ſpectators of this procedure, and 
immediately ceaſed from making any further 
noiſe, when they had an example before their 
eyes of the death inflicted upon thoſe who 
were againſt the rigid exaCtion of the tributes, 
This ſtep made Chæreas the more urgent to en- 
ter into his conſpiracy againſt Caius, to make 
him deſiſt from his inhuman barbarity towards 
mankind: He had ſeveral times thoughts of 
falling upon him as he ſat at table at his meat, 
but ſeveral reaſons diſſuaded him from it ; not 
that he had any ſcruples about killing him, 
but that he might find a ſeaſonable and proper 
Opportunity not to miſs in his aim, but have 
ſufficient ſtrength to complete what he had re- 
ſolved upon. | 
| He had been a long time in the military poſt 
he then enjoyed, but was quite tired with be- 
ing ſo long a table companion of Caius. After 


by Publicans, c. There was not one Species of 


Tax. Suctonius in the Life of Caius. Spanheim. 
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Cains 


In ſhort, . it was 
agreed to communicate their deſign to all who 
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Cains had made him collector of the tributes, 
and ſome other cuſtoms then unpaid, and which 
were due to Cz/ar's treaſury, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf not fo urgent or vigorous in levying them, 
in this obeying the dictates of his mild temper 
rather then Calus's commands, when he found 
them encreaſed as large again as before; beſide, 
the people petitioning him to deal gently with 
their ſhattered condition, he took their caſe 
into conſideration, and gratify'd them all he 
could, by which means he raiſed Cz/ar's indig- 
nation againſt him, who upbraided him with 
ſoftneſs in the tedious time he took to levy 
his taxes. This was not all; he, beſide, caſt 
ſeveral other reproaches at him, and the ſeve- 
ral times he gave him the watch-word, which 
was every day he was to perform duty, he 
gave him the name of ſome (1) woman, which 
was very diſhonourable, He ſhewed himſelt 
guilty of this procedure at the time he was 
himſelf worthy of reproach in certain miſteries 
of his own inſtitution, in which he drefled 
himſelf in a woman's habit, and put veils over 
his head, in order to counterfeit the appearance 
of a woman; yet notwithſtanding this, he had 
the aſſurance to upbtaid Chæreas as he did. 
Chereas, upon receiving the watch-word, was 
conſtantly very much nettled, and the more 
when he gave it to others, who uſually laugh- 
ed at him, and made him the ſport of the 
other tribunes ; for when it was his turn to 


receive the watch-word from Ceſar himſelt, 


they would tell him before hand to bring juſt 
ſach another ridiculous name as before. This 
made him conceixe greater boldneſs, in order 


to procure him confederates, as one who was 


not moved thereto, without ſufficient reaſons: 


Among theſe was Pompedius, a man of ſenatori- 
al dignity, and who had acted in all the ho- 


nourable poſts of the republick, but otherwiſe, 


a meer Epicurean, who hated buſineſs, and a 
vaſt lover of eaſe and pleaſure; he was accuſed 
by T:midias his enemy, for caſting ſcandalous 
and defamatory words at Caius, and produced 


as a witneſs Guintilia, an actreſs, whoſe beau- 


ty had procured her a great many ſweet- hearts, 
and among them Fompedius; But Ouintilia 
ſeeming enraged that her lover ſhould be falſe- 
ly, as indeed it was, accuſed to death, Timidius 


then inſiſted for her being put to the rack; 


this exaſperating Cairns, he gave Chereas or- 
ders to put her immediately to the rack; and 
in this command he was by fo much the more 
urgent, as he ſuppoſed he would ſhew himſelf 
more than ordinarily rigid, in order to wipe off 
his diſgrace of being thought tender hearted and 
ſoft. As Ouintilia was conducting to the rack, 
the trod upon the foot of one of the conſpira- 
tors, giving him a ſign not to have any fears a- 
bout her being rackt, but take courage, for ſhe 
would hold out with conſtancy and boldneſs. 
Chereas tormented her in a very ſevere man- 
ner, to which he was obliged by neceſſity, and 
not any inclination of his; but finding the tor- 
tures could extort no manner of confeſſion from 
her, he carried her before Caius, fo bruiſed and 


| (1) Caius gave Chereas, Cupid, or Veuus, or any other Name of that Sort for his Watch- 
lib. lix. p. 662, He gave him Priapus, Or Veuus. Sietonius. | 


Fyavius JOSEPHUS : 


mangled all over her body, that ew... 
could not look upon her e a a Ode 
paſſion. The ſight of her, juſt then as: ſhe had 


been tormented, moyed Caius with ſome pity 
ae- 


who diſcharged her and Pompedius fi 
cuſation brought againſt den 3 belide = | 
Ovint;lia a ſum of money, as a recom mw 


the injuries her body had received, and the = 
Pang, | 


conſtancy ſhe had ſhewn under her vaſt 
This procedure extremely troubled C 
as if he had been the cauſe of the misfort 
theſe two perſons had endured, to whom 2 
himſelf had been pleaſed to adminiſter og 
ſort of comfort, and he ſaid to Clemens = 
Papinius tribune with him, We have work 
* wanting, O Clemens, to perform every thing 
; that conduced to the ſecurity of the emperor. 
; for of thoſe who have conſpired againſt his h 
* vernment, ſome by our care have been it's 
; death, and others ſo miſerably tormented, 
: that eyen Caius has ſeemed in Pity for then, 
But in the mean time with what ſurpriſi | 
* courage do we lead out our army. Cle; 
a made no reply, but gave evident tokens in 
; his countenance how much aſhamed he wa of 
thoſe commands; and when he conſidered his 
© OWN ſafety, he thought it imprudence to te- 
! buke the emperor with words for his furious 
behaviour. Upon this Chæreas, taking heart 
began to ſpeak to him in a more free and open 
ſtrain, and to lay open the ſeveral calamitics to 
which both the city and empire had been ei- 
poſed. That the people ſaid Caius was their 
; author, bur if the truth was narrowly ſearched 
; into, 1t will be found that I, my Clemens, and 
: Papinius, and more than us, have adminiſted 
: the rack to the Romans, and the reſt of man- 
kind; in which we have not ſo much put in ex- 
: ecution Caius's commands, as obeyed our own 
' wills, when we had the power to make hin 
; leave committing his barbarous puniſhments 
© upon his citizens and ſubjects. We pay dutyto 
g him not as ſoldiers, but as guards and hangmen; 
g and the arms we bear are not for the defenceot 
x liberty, or the empire of the Romans, but for 
the ſecurity of him, who hath humbled as wel 
* their minds as bodies to ſlavery. Beſide, ne 
; daily pollute ourſelves with the blood of thoſe 
e either put to death or queſtion by thetormre, 
; and it is probable we ourſelves ſhall one diy b 
; order of Gaius be doomed to the fame putili- 
ment: for his kindneſs tous is not the effect 
any affection he bears us, but rather proce® 
c from a motive of jealouſy: Add to this, when 9 
gives a looſe to his furious temper, to which mum 
© bers will be expoſed to death, (for in 
likely he will refrain from his anger, who 
© indignation is actuated not to defend juſtcc c 


ereas, 


© equity, but made ſubſervient to gratiſj l c 
© ambition) we ſhall then become a ſacrifceio (1 
© rage, when it ſhould be our buſineſs t0 ſecure 
© every one in his rights and liberty, an 
© away the dangers that hang over our esd. 

Clemens approved and commended Cell, 
opinion, but enjoined him to ſecrecy - 


ſhould ſpread among a great number 
word, Di 


and 
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and that which ought to be buried in the deep- 


lence, ſhould happen to be devulged, and a 
pri made of his conſpiracy, before the _ 
cer was brought to a concluſion, and then they 
ſhould be hurried away to condign uniſhment ; 
that every thing was to be ſubmitte to the event 
of time, and their own deſtiny ; wholly throwing 
themſelves upon fortune, which might unex- 
pectedly aid them in their deſigns ; for his great 
age made him incapable of putting ſuch a great 
enterprize in force: Jer I am able, perhaps, my 
Chzreas, to pt ſome better advice into you than 
the [chemes you have plotted; however no- one 
can give you more honeſt connſel. Clemens, at- 
ter this, withdrew, full of the words he had heard 
and ſaid himſelf, and extremely perplexed. But 

hereas, very ſolicitous about putting his de- 
ſigns in execution, immediately went to Cornelius 
Saviaus, who was a tribune with them, whom 
in another reſpect was a man of worth, anda lover 
of liberty, and a profeſt enemy to the preſent 
government and fituation of affairs, and one 
who would, vithout the leaſt heſitation, enter 
into the meaſures he had been forming: He ſup- 
poſed it would be for his advantage to lay open 
and propoſe the affair to him, fearing leſt Clemens 
thould make a diſcovery of the proceeding, and 
betray them; and conſidering of what bad con- 
ſequence it would be to delay the time. 

Sabinus receiving the propoſal with a great 
deal of alacrity, as having been animated before 
with the ſame deſire, and had been obliged to 
ſtifle his reſentments, only becauſe he could find 
no one to whom he could ſafely communicate his 
deſigns ; but having met with a perſon who aſ- 
ſured him to keep ſecret the things he had heard, 
and diſcloſed his mind to him, he began to be 
more confirmed in his mind, and begged Chereas 
not to ſpin out the time in uſeleſs delays. In the 
concluſion both of them went to Minuuciauus, 
who was animated with the ſame deſire of exert- 
ing himſelf, and no way inferior to them in the 
greatneſs of his mind, but lay under ſuſpicions 
of Caius's murther of Lepidus. Minucianus and 
Lepidus were peculiar friends from one common 
apprehenſion of danger to one another. 

All thoſe perſons who were inveſted with 
any degree of dignity, were terribly afraid of 
Caius, who exerciſed his rage upon them with- 
out controul; and they were no leſs apprehen- 
ſive of one another, for the ill ſentiments they 
bore to the preſeut management of affairs ; 
during which, they neither durſt openly ſpeak 
to one another what they thought, nor make 
any diſcovery of the hatred they bore to Czius, 


for fear of puniſhment, which was a continual 


W curb to them, Bur aſſoon as they came to 
W know the mutual enmity they had to Caius, 
they made no ſcruple then to combine in one 
common intereſt, - | 


When they had aſſembled together, and mu- 


tually ſaluted one another, (for it was cuſtoma- 
iy before with them in their meetings to give 
tdbe chief mark of honour to Minucianas, both 
aon account of his great dignity, as being the 
BS moſt eminent citizen, and of the abundant 
LE praiſe allowed him when he happened to urge 
any diſcourſe) he began the conference, and 
asked Chæreas what was the watch-word the 
= <pcror had given him that day; for it was a 


common talk in every corner of the city how 


he jeered and ridiculed Chæreas in the watch- 
words he gave him. Chæreas made no manner 
of ſtop at the rediculouſneſs of the word; but 
returned Minucianus the compliment, that he 


put ſo much fidelity in him as to condeſcend to 
confer with him: But give me, ſaid 5 


© my own nature you have rouſed me. There 
is no occaſion for a long detail of words to ani- 
© mate and fortiſy my ſpirits, if you are joined 
© to the ſame intereſt with me, and both of us 
« were led by the ſame ſentiments before we met 
© here together. I am girt but with one ſword, 
© but it will ſecure us both: Come then, let us 
© betake us to the thing that requires our help : 
© Lead the way, if you pleaſe, and I will foliow 
© your conduct; or let me go before, and I will 
© truſt to your aid and aſſiſtance. There is no 
© want of iron to thoſe who undertakean enter- 
prize with valour and reſolution; for in ſuch 
© a caſe iron itſelf receives an edge. I chear- 
© fully throw myſelf upon the execution of this 
© buſineſs, and am no way ruffled at, or feartul 
© of, the conſequences that may attend me; for 
* while I mourn the caſe of my country, plunged 
© from the higheſt pitch of liberty to the loweſt 
© ſlavery, the efficacy of its laws and anthorit 
© ſubverted, and every one doomed to deſtruc- 
© tion through chains, I have no time left me 
© to reflect upon the dangers that may befal my 
* perſon. But what I wiſh is, that I may be 
* thought worthy of your credit in this affair, 
© fince to think otherwiſe, will not be to your 
c advantage and ſafety. * 
Minucianus perceiving the drift of his words, 
embraced him very affectionately, and praiſing 


and commending his magnanimous reſolution, 


put a double ardor into his mind, and diſmiſſed. 
him with a great many wiſhes and prayers. 
Now ſome confidently affirm, that theſe words 
of Chæreas were the main things that confirmed 
A7nucianus to enter into the conſpiracy. When 
Chereas entered the court, it is reported, a 


voice ona {ſudden came out of the croud, bid- 


ding him put in execution his deſigns, for God 
would aſſiſt him; and that at firſt he had ſuſ- 
picions, left ſome of the conſpirators had diſ- 
covered him, and he ſhould be taken; but that 
at laſt he found they were the words of one ad- 
viſing him to the action, either from one who 
ſtood againſt him, and made him the fignal, 
(being perſuaded to it from ſome who were 
conſcious of the matter) or from God, who 
{urveys the actions of mankind, from whom he 
had orders for it, However it was, the con- 
ſpirators conſiderably increaſed in their number; 
every one was armed, both ſenators, knights, 
and the reſt of the ſoldiers who were made 
privy to it. There was not a man bur thoughc 
Caius's death would prove a great happineſs to 
him. Upon which account, every one endea- 
voured all they could, not to be behind hand 
in this laſt action, to give exemplary proofs of 
their reſolution; and with the greateſt alacrity 
and vigour, ſo far as either words or deeds 


would influence, to procure the downfal of the 
tyrant, 
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© watch=word of liberty, and my thanks ſhall 
never be wanting to tell you, how much above 
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Caliſtus alſo eſpouſed, their cauſe : He was 
Caius treedman, aud one who by a prodigious 
advancement. ot power, had almoſt an equal 
ſhare of authority with the tyrant, through the 
fear every one had of him, and the vaſt riches he 
had accumulated. He received gifts from every 
quarter, and refrained his hands from the com- 
miſſion of no manner of injuries, oppreſſing every 
one under his juriſdiction with an inſurmount- 
able rigour: Beſide he was ſenſible of Caius's 
implacable temper, and his great obſtinacy, 
that whatever he once reſolved upon, there was 
nothing could divert him from it, and knew he 
was in danger on ſeveral accounts, and that his 
great quantity ot money was not the leaſt pre- 
tence made to cut him off. Theſe conſidera- 
tions made him cultivate the acquaintance of 
Claudius, to whom he went over privately, ho- 
ping, it he aſſumed the empire, after Cars was 
removed, his extraordinary authority would be 
a means of continuing him in the ſame honour 
with him, as one who had given him a fair teſ- 
timony of his kind and loyal behaviour to him ; 
for he had the boldneſs to extol himſelf, how 
being commanded by Caius to take Claudius 
away by poiſon, he had delerred it ſeveral ways ; 
Caliſtus ſeems to me induſtriouſſy to have forged 
this, in order to procure the favour of Cland:rs ; 
{ſince neither Cazus, had Caliſtus been minded 
to have ſaved Claudius, would have patiently 
borne with his excuſes; nor would Caliſtus, had 
he been ordered in an affair he wanted to have 
done, eaſily have turned his back upon it; 
neither, ſuppoſing he had committed this ill 
action, or more, that Catus had commanded 
him, would he not have been deſervedly puniſh- 
ed for it? Wherefore Claudius was by a divine 
providence ſnatched from the fury of Caius, 
and Caliſtus actually forged this pretended 
kindneſs, to which he had not given any the 
leaſt indulgence. n 
But all the endeavours of Chæreas were daily 
hinder'd by the flow advances of ſeveral of the 
conſpirators ; for Chereas, ſore againſt his, will, 
was obliged to delay the. buſineſs, to the per- 
petration of which, he was of opinion, every 
moment was conducive; for he had ſeveral 
times an opportunity offered him of falling up- 
on him, when he went up to the capitol to per- 
form ſacrifice for the health of his daughter; 
or of throw ing him down headlong, as he ſtood 
upon the top of his palace, (an high building 
overlooking the Forum) and threw from thence 
gold and ſilver money among the people; or 
of putting him to death, as he celebrated the 
myſteries which he himſelf had inſtituted; for 
he apprehended no harm from any perſon, ſo 
long as he was ſollicitous to perform every 
thing according to decorum; neither had he 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that any one was formin 
any thing againſt him. And though it be no 
diſcovery to have had a power of killing him 
given him, as from the gods, yer he had force 
ſufficient to take him off without the aſſiſtance 
of a ſword. Chereas was ſo offended at the 
other conſpirators, that he was apprehenfive the 
critical time was loſt, and they, tor their parts, 
ſuppoſed he had juſt grounds for complaint; 
and that it was for their advantage to haſten, 
as much as poſſible, the execution of this de- 


45 O. 


FlAvVIUvS:JOSEPHUS 


ſign. Notwithſtanding, they required 
further time for the prepetration of the hog 


leſt, it ill ſucceſs ſhould happen to attend the” 


the whole city ſhould. be put into an yp... 
by ſearch after the conſpirators, and all thei? 
courage ' ſhould not be ſufficient to formarg 
their deſigns upon Caius, after every pallag 


to him was guarded and ſhut up again thaw 


with greater care; that it would be mi 
. e ſhows were exhibited in Evans 
to {et upon the affair, (theſe ſhows being cele. 
brated in honour of Cz/ar, who was the firſt chat 
rransferred the authority of the people to hin 
ſelf, and to which afſemble to ſce them the Rg. 
man Patricians,. with their wives and children 
and Cæſar himſelt) when it would be an es, 
matter, ſo many thouſands of people being hue 
up in ſo narrow a compaſs, to fall upon him ag he 
enter*d, when even his guards, ſhould they bene. 
ver ſo deſirous, could give him no affiſtance, 
Chaereas, upon this, waited from Gay tg 
day, and when the ſhows came, it was re- 
ſolved to put in execution their delign on the 
hrſt day. But fortune, which hinder'd therein 
was ſuperior to the counſel they had alen 
againſt him; three days of the ſolemnity ware 
paſt without performing any thing, and they 
found ſome difficulty on the laſt to bring the 


ſcheme to bear. Upon this Chæreas, having 


aflembled the conſpirators, ſpoke to them to 
this effect : © That a great deal of time was e- 
© lapſed, which reproached them with indolence 
© 1n putting in execution fo honeſt and commen- 
dable an action. It will be a lamentable thin 

if, by any one's diſcovery, the affair we have 
undertaken be reduced back to nothing, and 
Caius, then enraged, turn his fury upon every 
one with greater ſpite. Do not we ſee, that 
we take from ourſelves, and every body clſe, 
that ineſtimable jewel, liberty, and increaſe 
Carus's tyranny to a more inſupportable height, 
when it ſhould be our duties to procure ſecu- 
ricy tor them and us to come, and to obtalt 
for others a laſting felicity, which will gan 
© us admiration and bonour ?' They, having no- 
thing to object againſt what he had ſaid, and 
refraining to approve only his advice, {eemed 
aſtoniſhed, and ſaid nothing; upon which, faid 
he, Why, my brave ſouls, do we pin out the 
time in delays, or turn our backs cowardly 
© upon our enterprize ? Do not you ſee this b 
© the laſt day of the games, and that Caius Þ 
© ready to take a voyage after it? For he 1s 
© prepared him veſſels to go to Alexandrid, 
© order to viſit Agypt. Will it not be a blüte 
action in you, to let the ſhameleſs man depait 
© ard eſcape you, and exult over ſea and 
* with a magnificent pomp of the Roman Ve 
© ſhall juſtly be accuſed, as being aſhamed 0 
© thoſe things that ſhall happen, it al Fr 
tian, through a ſenſe that his frantick bebe. 
o 

c 

c 

o 

c 

c 

c 

c 
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viour, is not to be ſuffered among ingenuon 
and free men, ſhall put him to death. LE 
no longer be any impediment to you: r, . 
but I am ready this day to expoſe my" 


danger, and am willing to ſufter any thing that 


: { 
may happen ; neither do I think I ovgit . BY 


. : 4 inate 16 
the affair be what it will, to procraſin®” 


'rormentig 
any longer, for what can be more tou 


that 
heart, than 
to a brave and generous 7 al 


=: 


"A 


received any 
that none could over-hear him. Upon his ſay- 
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another, while I am-alive, ſhould put Cains 
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"i h. and rob me of that honour. © 5 
5 1 having ſpoke thus, was puſhed on 
by an impulſe of his mind to put the deſign rn 
execution; the reſt were .emboldened wit 
| what he had faid, and all of rhem ſeemed wWil- 
ling to join with him in it without delay: In 
fine, Chæreas carly iu the n was to pre- 
nt himſelf at the palace with his equeſtrian 
ſword by his ſide; tor it was cuſtomary for the 
tribunes to have their ſwords girded to them, 
when they demanded from the empecor the 
watch- word, and it was.Chereas's turn by chance 
this day to receive one. The crouds of people 
aocked into the palace with great hurry and 
contuſion, ſqueezing aud preſſing one another, 
in order that each might firſt obtain a place of 
ſ-eing the games; which great contention C 
ſeemed well pleaſed with, as the ſenators and 
knights were deprived cf proper places, and 
obliged to throng in, and fit promiſcuouſiy to- 
gether, the men with the women, and the 
llaves with the free born men. But a paſlage 
being left open and guarded for Cains, he ſa- 
crificed to Augyſtas Ce/ar, in whoſe honour 
the games were exhibited; and upon killing 
the victim, ſome of the blood happened to daſh 
upon the garment of one of the ſenators, named 
Aſprenas, which Caius laughed at, but proved 
ominous ro A/prenas, for he was flain with 
Caius. It is ſaid Cairns this day was more at- 
fable than he was naturally obſerved to be 
ever before, and he ſpoke ſo mildly, that every 
one was ſurprized at it. When he had finiſh'd 
his ſacrifice, he turned himſelf to the games, 
and took his place in the theatre, ſurrounded 
with his chiefeſt friends; at this time there was 
a theatre erected, as was annually done, after 


the following manner; there were two doors, 


one of which opened to thoſe who paſſed out 
into the open air, and the other to thoſe who 
either went into or out of the Portico, that 
thoſe who were ſhut up within might not be 
diſturbed, and that the actors and mulicians, as 


they went out of the ſame tent, which was en- 


cloſed, might have free egreſs and regrets. As 


the people were fitting, and Chereas with the 


reſt of the tribunes not far from Cze/ar, who 
was on the right {ide of the theatre, Batibins, a 


perſon of ſenatorial rank and pretor, asked 


Cluvitas, a conſul, who ſat next him, if he had 
news, but with ſo low a voice, 


ing, none had been told him; then to day, my 
BR . Cluwvitus, is the play of a tyrant's downfal to 
be actcd : To whom replied Cπ tus, Hufh, my 


þ WA 


rs. A Mime was introduced, in which 
be captain of a band of robbers was faſtened to 


= rave man, let (1) none of the Grecians over= 
Pier that word. After this a great number of 
apples, and choice birds were thrown amon 
the ſpectators, which Caius ſeemed to take 
== vaſt pleaſure in, and rejoice that a kind of 
= contention was begun for them, and that the 


udlence ſtrove one againit another who 


= could procure the moſt. There were two things 
now fell out, which were looked upon as 


4 * 


a ctoſs, and a pantomime introduced wo play 
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ot Cyneras, in which Cyhera, himſelf was lain, 
and his daughter Myrrha, and a great deal of 
blood was artificially ſhed, as well about the 
perſon crucified, as about Cyneras. And it ap- 
pears to have been the fame day, on which 
Philip, the ſon of Amyntas, as he went into 
the theatre, was ſlain by his friend Pauſanias. 
Caius was in a doubt, whether he ſhould ſtay to 
the end of the ſhow, as it was the laſt day, or 
go waſh himſelf, rake ſome retreſhment, and re- 
turn back, as he had already uſed ; but Minu- 
ciants, who ſat above him, tearing leit the time 


ſhould ſlip out of his hands without effecting 


any thing, roſe up when he ſaw Chereas gone 
out, in order to ſpur him on to the execution 
of the deſign ; upon this Cains raking ſoftly 
hold of the skirt of his robe, whither, my good 
man, are you going. But he, as if he had 
been afraid of Cz/ar, fat down again; but his 
apprehenſions again prevailing over him, he 


roſe up the ſecond time; upon which Caius gave 


him no hindrance from going out, as ſuppoſin 
he went out upon ſome neceſſity of nature. A/ 
prenas, who was alſo one of the conſpirators, 
adviſed Cairns to go privately out, as he uſed, 
to waſh himſelf and dine, and then come back 
again, being deſirous to put a finiſhing ſtroke 
to what was decrced againſt him. 

Chereas, and thoſe about him, were reſolv'd 
to rake advantage of the time, and not to for- 
ſake the place where they had diſpoſed them- 
ſelves 1n, but puſh on their purpoſe, being 
nettled to think of making any more delay, 
ſince it was then the ninth hour of the day. 
Chereas, upon Cains's delaying to come our, 
had thoughts of going back into the theatre, 
and attacking bim as he was ſitting; but he 
conlidered before-hand with himſelf, that this 
could not be done without great hazard to him- 
ſelf, and much bloodſhed amongſt the knights 
and ſenators who were there. I hough this re- 
flection touched him, yet he earneſtly longed 
for falling upon him, judging it reaſonable not 
to deſer any longer his death, which would be 
attended with liberty and ſecurity to every 
one. When they were juſt upon going to en- 
ter into the theatre, they were acquainted from 
a ſudden ſhout that was made, that Caius was 
riſen up: Upon this the conſpirators turned 
about, and endeavoured to remove the mob of 
people, under colour of Caius's having been 
oftended at it; but, in effect, to ſecure them- 
ſelves, and clear him of his guards, in order to 
execute their deſign upon him. He was preceed- 
ed by Claudius his uncle, and Marcus Vinetins, 


his ſiſter's husband, as alſo Valerius Aſiaticus. 


(whoſe great dignity and reverence paid them, 
made it impoſſible, had they been ever ſo much 
minded, for them to have thruſt them our of 
the place,) and Caius, in company with Pau- 
lus Arantins, followed after. When he came 
into the palace, he turned from the paſſage 
where his ſervants were ranged to wait upon 
him, and where Claudius and the reſt were 
marching before, and went into an untrequent- 
ed place to find the baths, and ſee certain 
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boys, (a) who were come out of 4%, to ſing 


him ſongs in the myſteries he celebrated, and 


to dance the Pyrric ha in the theatres. Chærtas 
' #\ N . 


immediately preſented himſelf before him, and 


him a reproachful and ridiculous word, Chi | 
along with, a deſire of boldly atte 


reas, without ſtaying for any more ſecurity, di- 
rected his arm exactly at Caius, and with his 
drawn ſword gave him a wound, but not mor- 
tal. There are ſome who ſay that Chereas 


purpoſely did thus, that he might nor Kill 


Caius at one ftroke, but by a repetition. of 
' wounds torment him the more. Rut this aſſer- 
tion ſeems to me incredible, ſince fear / in the 
execution of ſuch matters allows not a perſon 
to have recourſe to his reaſon or reflection. 
But if Ch#rcas thought ſo within himſelf, 1 ac- 
count him the moſt fooliſh man living, in chu- 


ſing rather to give an indulgence to his anger, 


than free himſelf and his fellow conſpirators 
immediately our of danger, eſpecially ſeeing 
there wanted not a great many ways ot aiding 
Caius, had he not ſhortly loſt his lite. Where- 
fore it ſeems that Chazreas had thoughts of do- 
ing his party as much prejudice as Caius himſelf, 
if (when he was able, upon the proſperous car- 
riage of his deſign, to ſecure himſelf againſt 
the anger of thoſe who would have endeavour- 
ed to revenge Caius, and he was under an in- 
certainty whether the plot would anſwer his 
expectations in the execution or no) he had 
fooliſhly and raſhly ſhewn himſelf deſirous to 
have deſtroyed both himſelf and his time too. 
But every man, for me, may uſe his judgment 


in this affair, as he pleaſes. Cairns, extremely 


tormented with the wound he had received 
(for the ſword being forced in between his 
ſhoulder and neck, ftuck in his Thorax, and 
could pierce no farther) neither gave any ſigns 
of ſurprize in crying out, nor called for the 
aſſiſtance of any one; whether it was he could 
not confide ſufficiently in any one, or he had 
no ſuſpicions of what had happen'd to him, on- 
ly the extremity of his torment forced him to 
figh, and he immediately withdrew farther off. 
Cornelius Sabinus, who was ready 1n his mind 
 before-hand for him, coming up to him, thruſt 
him upon his knees, and a great many more of 


the conſpirators ſtanding round him, they were 


actuated by one conſent, and ſmote him with 
thets ſwords, and the word given to one ano- 
ther was Strike Home. It is confeſſed on all 
hands, that Aguilas gave him the laſt blow, 
which made him give up the ghoſt. However 
that be, Chæreas undoubtedly is to be ſuppoſed 
the autnor of his murther; tor though he had 
joined with him ſeveral others to perform the 
action, yet he was the firſt who meditated it, 
and above all the reſt marked out the way how 
to put it in execution, and was the firſt who 
communicated his deſign with the others. When 
they had approved the diſcourſe he made about 
the murther, and he had aſſembled them (diſ- 
perſed up aud down) to one place, and put eve- 
ty thing in a prudent and wiſe order, he gave 


(a) Boys ſent out of / to ſing Hymns, and dance the Pyrricha. Suetonius mentions the ſame Thing" E334 
his Life of Cats, ch. lviti. © Boys, deſcended of Noblemen, were tent for out of Aa, and inſtructed ho We - 
act Plays upon the Stage.“ Idem in the Life of Julias Ceſar, ch. xxxix. Princes Children, out 04 7" 
and Bithynia, danced the Pyrricha.” Div. Ca/ſins, lib. lix, 5. 663, 8 | 


| n £98 40974 der into the conſpiracy, and when th 
demanded the watch-word. Upon his giving 


for the others to perform, when Ch 


traordinary courage, and the valiant labour 


them, is incertain. In fine, they took another 
father of Caius, whom they had lain, The 


houſe joined to the palace, which nevertheleſs 
was but one building, though amplified and en- 


from him- who had begun to repair any old 
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them admirable advice, and accommod 
et ſpeech, in order to adviſe them t 
that he both animated them with cout 


d 
on; { 
age to en, 


e ti 
quired force, and ſeveral hands to be uf tk 
{cen the firſt to accede to it, and to hg * 


e 
; | mpting jr. 
and, indeed, Caius's death was an cal 1 
r 
| a ooh en Chæreag þ 
already given him his death's wound 0 10 * 
whatever the other conſpirators did, ought ; 
be attributed to.Chereas's. advice, tg 8 . 
his hands. 


of 
Caius, expoſed to this death, laid dea upon 


the ſpot, covered over with wounds. But Che 


reas and his aflociates, after they had | 

lla in him, thought it impoflible Wale bon 
eſcape in fafery back through the yy "I 
came; whether the heinouſneſs of their ac! 


intimidated them (for it was no light affair to 
have flain an emperor, who was grateful to and 


well received by a frantic multitude, and an 
army that would make enquiry after him with 
great bloodſhed) or whether they were aſtaid 
from the narrowneſs of the way where the mur.. 
ther was committed, and the great number of 
ſervants and ſoldiers who that day guarded 
the emperor, and were in a readineſs, hindered 


way, and withdrew to the houſe of Germanicus, Þ 


larged by thoſe who ſucceeded in the empire, 
and was called by ſeveral names; ſome part, 
from him who had begun to raiſe any new 
building as an addition to it; and ſome part, 
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Hither they withdrew, where they thought ; 

themſelves ſecure enough for the preſent, 2 
the murther of the emperor was not yet di- 
covered. The Germans were the firſt who 
came to know ſomething about Caius's death, 
Theſe were a body of guards, called from 
their nation, out of which were choſen thoſe 
who conſtituted the Celtic legion, men prone to 
anger, a national infirmity of theirs, which 1s 
common with the other Barbarians, who ſhey 
little forecaſt or thought in the management 
of affairs. However, this miſqualificaton s ff 
counterpoiſed by their exceeding great freng Wn 

and fierceneſs, which makes them uſually enter pe 
upon the firſt onſet in a battle, and on vhat- BY 
ever part they dire their arms, they ae ® my 
no ſmall advantage towards carrying the day =: 
When theſe Germans had got ſome intelligence muy 
of Cains's murther, they were extreme) (nyt 
grieved, not meaſuring the matter by his vi 9 
tues, but by their own advantages (for (410 > 
had procured their favour by the large dom 3 
tions he made them) and with drawn {wors BR 
ſceking out Cæſar's murtherers, they ral tao ; 
the houſes with Sabinus at their head, who W 2 


Ss 


TY 


TO 
Fg . 5 


1 7 1 * 
_— 


1 
WAGE. 
= 

FH, 


7 
A 


4 tribue 


” 
2,9 ger 4 2 
. — . 
8 . „ * 
„ * 
> A 
. 
3 1 
. 3 


— 
Ng 

5 
lives 
by . 
. 1 


BoOGk MIX. 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


a tribune, and their captain, to which" poſt he ſing theit maſters, to whom leave was granted 
a tribune, | 


had not been advanced by his ow or his a a 
Coeſtor's valour, (for he was a Glalliator) but 


the mere ſtrengt h of his body had raiſed' him 
ro that dignity. 


Aſprenas, the firſt they met with, Whoſe 


| as. we have obſerved above, was fprinkled of | ap Bo” than” ths nes 
robe, as we ha : reward of their proſecuting them, having an 
eighth part of their perſonal eſtates aſſigned 


wich the. blood of the victim, an accident that 
portended what was to befal him; the next 


irh w. 1ants,' a principal citi- 

they met with was Norbants, a p . 
| who had amongſt his anceſtors ſeveral - 'mour artly | na} Mons 
zen, and S been acquainted ſemerhing before hand with 


perſons who had been generals in ſeveral 


engagements ; but they ſeemed to value little 


his nobility. 


Nurbanns finding this, put his reliance upon 


his ſtrength, and encloſing in with the man 
who firit ſer upon him, he wrenched the {word 
our of his hand, and ſeemed reſolved not to 
loſe his life cowardly ; but a great number 
ſceing this, ſurrounded and ruth'd upon him; up- 
on which, with the many wounds he received, 
he was forced to ſubmit to ſuper1or force. An- 
tejus was the third, a perſon of ſenatorial dig- 
nity ; he fell upon the Germans with a few a- 
bout him, not caſually or rafhly, as the former 
two had done, but was led to it by a defite 
ot ſurveying, and receiving with his own eyes 
a kind of fatisfaction the fight of Caius as he 
lay dead. His hatred to him was the principal 
cauſe of his miſtake in this matter. The father 
of Antejuls, named the ſame with him, had been 
drove into baniſhmenrt ' by Cains, who not 
content with puniſhing him ſo, had ſent a band 
of ſoldiers to put him to death; this was the 


cauſe that had brought him to pleaſe his eyes 


wich a fight of Cains's body. When he found 
the houſe in a fort of contuſion, he had thoughts 
of ending himſelf, but he had not the cunning 
to eſcape the Germans, who narrowly ſearched 


every corner, and with an undiſtinguiſhed fu- 


ry, put all they met, guilty or not guilty, to 
death. And thus did theſe perſons loſe their 


In rhe mean while the report that Cairns was 
murthered, was carried into the theatre, which 


made every one gaze with aſtoniſhment at one 
another, but they ſeemed unwilling to believe 
thoſe who told it. Some there were who received 
the news of his death with gladneſs, and 
= Though they would have given any thing to 
have been ſo happy, yet their fears hindered 


them from believing it as they would; others 
were plainly diffident, and could not think that 
any ſuch thing had happened to Cains ; they 


and were perſuaded the act could not be done 


y any human violence. But this was a num- 
er of women and children, and ſlaves, and 
1 2 of the ſoldiers, who had been enriched 
= an 


4 Pad received Caius's pay, and been inſtruments 


puffed up with the gratuities made them, 


his tyranny and fury, and acceſſaries to the 


63 eachs of many ot the beſt citizens. The women 


| E an d yo 
E371 gar, captivated with the ſight of the games, 


ung men were, as is common with the 


tori! rewards, and gitts of fleſh, which 
eee repreſented in ſhew only to pleaſe and 
our the people, but in fact to ſatisfy the 


cruelty of Caius; and the ſlaves, for 
en them of acculing and deſpi- 


After they had cut to pieces 


could not hearken to the truth of the report, 


them to fly ro him for protection at ſach times 


as their maſters in jured them. It was An eaſy 
matter to obain credit to an accuſation ma- 
liciouſly forged againſt their maſtets, and to 
purchaſe their liberty on making a diſcovery 
of their effects, and alſo to obtain money, as a 


them for it. The Patricians, to whom the ru- 
mour ſeemed credible, partly becauſe they had 


the plot, and partly becauſe they had earneſt- 
ly wiſhed and deſited it, not only concealed 
their gladneſs which they received from hat 
was told, but alſo pretended that they had 
heard nothing at all. One party was appre- 
henfive leſt it ſhould be ſeduced into puniſh- 
ment, for being too haſty in opening the op1- 
nion of their minds, while another, which was 
privy to the whole proceeding, was by ſo much 
the more cautions to keep every thing in pri- 
vate, as it was a partizan in the conſpiracy. 
Others ſeemed ignorant of every tittle, fearing 
to ſay any thing to any one whoſe intereſt 
prompted him for a continuance of tyranny, 
leſt they ' ſhould be betrayed in Carns's 
life-time, and condemned to puniſhment ; for 
there was another report ſpread abroad, that 
Cains had received ſome wounds, but was 
alive, and under the care of his phyſicians. 
And there was not a man to be truſted, to 
whom any one durſt, with any ſafety ro himſelf, 
communicate what he thought; for he was 
either a friend of Caius, and therefore ſuſpect- 
ed as one who favoured the tyrant, or he was 
an enemy of his, and therefore depreciated the 
belief of what was told him, through the ha- 
tred he had to him. Beſide, another rumour 
was whiſpered about, Which took away all the 
comfort the Patricians had conceived, which 
was, that in diſregard to the danger Caius 
had been expoſed to, and unmindful of ſeeing 

his wounds taken care of, he had eſcaped into 
the Forum, bloody as he was, and was there 
haranguing to the people; this was inconſider- 
ately planted by thoſe, who were reſolved to 
raiſe a commorion, and drawn ro either ſide 
according as they heard matters divulged : 
However, they kept cloſe within doors, fear- 
Ing to be expoſed to ſome miſchief on their 


going abroad. They imagined things would not 


go with them ar their own ſentiments ſuggeſted, 
but according to the notions their judges and 
accuſers entertained of them. 

When the body of Germans, with their 
drawn {words in their hands, had inveſted the 
theatre, the ſpectators began to be apprehen- 
ſive of their ſeveral lives; and were terrified 
at any one's coming in, as if they had been 
that moment going to be ſacrificed to their rage, 
they remained in the utmoſt confuſion, becauſe 
they thought themſelves in great dangers, if 
they continued any longer in the theatre. 
Upon this breaking in upon them, the whole 
theatre was in a terrible uproar with the noiſe 
of the audience ſupplicating the ſoldiers, and 
excuſing themſelves to them, for that they 
knew nothing of what related to the carry = 
ing on of a ſedition, if any ſuch had been fo- 

| mented, 
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mented, or of any other thing that 
done, that therefore they ought not to med- 
dle with them, nor require puniſhment ot them 
' who were entirely innocent, for the audaciouſ- 
neſs of other people, and deſired they would 
let them enquire after the authors of what- 
ever fact had been committed; theſe and a 
great many more things tbey urged with tears 
In their eyes, and invocations upon God to 
redreſs their preſent danger, as if they had 
been upon the point of ruin. This procedure 
entirely diſarmed the ſoldiers of their rage, 
| who now were ſorrowful for what they had 
_ reſolved in their minds againſt them, For it 
was really a cruel thing, and ſeemed ſo to 
them, though irritated, when they had faſten- 
ed the heads of thoſe with A/prenas upon an 
altar. This ſight put the ſpectators into a 
greater concern, as they conſidered the extra- 
ordinary dignity of the perſons, and could 
not refrain from commiſerating the ills to which 
they had been expoſed : So that, in all likeli- 
hood the apprehenſions of their preſent danger, 
had rendered them uncertain and dubious how 
they ſhould eſcape the like calamity. This 
then effteQually removed the joy and gladneſs 
thoſe had conceived at Cains's death, who had 
reaſon to hate him, becauſe they were every 
moment in fear of loſing their lives, and ſaw 
no hopes on which they could confide, rhat 
gave them any manner of eaſe. 1 
There was one Euariſtus Arruntius, a crier 
of goods to be ſold, and of a ſhrill and loud 
voice, who equalled the richeſt of the Romans 
in wealth, and who, in any thing he had a 
mind, had great intereſt in the city to promote, 
as well for the time preſent as to come. After 


ſorrow (for tho? he was an utter enemy to Caius, 
yet fear dictating a great many thoughts to 
him, he pur aſide the pleaſure he then conceiv'd, 
and artfully contrived a method to ſecure him- 
ſelf,) he put on a mourning garment, a thing 
uſual with thoſe who are deſirous to retain 
their valuable effects, and went into the thea- 
tre, aud there proclaimed the death of Cazzs, 
being unwilling the multitude ſhould remain 
any longer in 1gnorance of thoſe things which 
had happened. After this, he went about the 
pillars of the palace, and called aloud to the 
ſoldiers, and the tribunes with him, order'd 
them to ſheath their ſwords, and notified to 
them, that Caius was dead; this immediately 
{ſecured thoſe who had aſſembled in the theatre, 
and all the others who accidently fell upon 
the Germans, for while there was any hope 
left them that Caius was alive, they refrained 
from no manner of cruelty : They had ſo great 
a kindneſs tor him, that they would have 
been contented to have loſt their lives for him, 
provided they could have been able to deliver 
him in ſafety from the ſnares laid againſt him, 
or ſnatch him from his cruel cataſtrophe. When 
they came to be thoroughly convinced that he 
was dead, they preſently releaſed their hands 
from taking any further revenge on two aC- 
counts; firſt, as they thought it of no advantage 
ro them to give a teſtimony of their readineſs 
to ſerve him, now he was dead ; and next, be- 


mit their injuries, the ſenate would puniſh them, 
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had been 


and prayed them to ſpare him, and made d 


he had brought himſelf to a ſhew of extreme 


cauſe they icared, ſhould they go on to com- 
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ſhould the adminiſtration fall Into their hand 
And thus the Germans, though with wh « 
70 abated the ſury, with which x Py wy 
allen upon the Romans, on account of the 
of Clipe, 1 15 0 9 cer 
In the mean while Chercas was vaſliy 
licitous about Minucianus, for fear he al 
fallen into the hands of the Germans, and ra 
He went to each of the foldiers, ang Toy 
gent enquiry himſelf, leſt he was pur to 54 
Minucianus accordingly was brought befor 
Clemens, who diſmiſſed him, and teſtified E 


juſt ice of the deed, which ſeveral of the ſeng. 


tors had committed, and commended the; 
courage who had meditated it, and hey, 
themſelves not ſcrupulous or dubious 10 pur 
it in execution; For that, he ſaid, it wy, 3 
common thing with tyrants, to be puffed u 
with the thought of having liberty to Kg 
© mit their injuries; but their period wy not 
happy, becauſe every good man hated them 
© and they plunged themſelves into the fine 
© misfortune which befel Caius, who, befgre 
any ſedition or conſpiracy was fomented 
* againſt him, became his own enemy; and the 
© Injuries he committed, and the diſdain he 
© ſhewed of the laws, were the reaſons why his 
© bef! friends turned his adverſaries, and ha 
made themſelves the murtherers of Cal, 
* who in reality died by his own procurement. 
They now began to riſe up from their ſeats 
in the theatre, and thoſe who were within fell 
into great tumults, through the hurty and 
haſte they made to get out of doors. 4%, 
a phyſician, was the cauſe of it, whom ſome 
people took hold of, as if it had been to cute 
ſome wounded perſons ; upon which he ſent 
away thoſe who were with him, to go and briug 
proper implements to apply his plaiſters, but, 
in effect, that they might get out ot the 
danger that threatened them. In the mean 
while, the ſenate aſſembled in the Curia, aud 
the people convened together in the Fm, 
where the Comitia were held, to make enquiry 


after the murtherers of Cæſar, the people ſcem- 


ed very hot in the affair, but the ſenate only 
made a ſhew of it. Valerius Afraticus, a pet. 
ſon of conſular dignity, ſtept into the midit ot 
the rioters, who were in a rage at not know 
ing who had ſlain the emperor, and feverl at 
them wiſhfully asking him, who was the pet 
ſon who had perpetrated the deed, be 4. 
ſwered aloud, I wiſh I had been he. Ther 
ſuls made a decree, very much exaggeftüs 
Cains's conduct, and ordering the people ten 
aſſembled, and the ſoldiers to retire to ther 
homes; to the former, promiſing hopes d 10. 
mitting their taxes; and to the orhc!, a 
aſſurance of paying their arrears, Pfd. | 
they kept themſelves within the hw 
their duty, and refrained from commit 
hoſtiliry. The ſenate feared to exaſperate g l 
apprehending, 4 

plunder and rifle the temple, the W 
of the ſenators was now met, Pin 
thoſe who were privy to the murther e 

with great joy and elated minds, as having“ 

the authority in their hands, 
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HIL E affairs remained in this ſitua- 
tion, Claudius was immediately drawn 
* out of his houſe ; the ſoldiers having aſſembled 
about it, and had ſome conferences about the 
future management of the public, found it im- 
practicable for the people to govern ſo weighty 
2 concern, and that it was not for their intereſt 
to let the adminiſtration be put in their hands: 
And if any ohe of thoſe, to whom reverted the 
chief authority, ſhould happen to be made em- 
peror, it would be to their conſiderable dilad- 
vantage, as they had had no hand in promoting 
him. In ſhort, it was agreed and thought ex- 
pedient, ſince nothing was actually reſolved 
upon, in relation to what form of government 
was to ſucceed, to elect Claudius, uncle of the 
deccaſed emperor, and ſuperior in dignity to 
any of the ſenators who were aſſembled, whi- 
ther his high birth, or education was conſidered, 
and who, being made emperor, would honour 
and gratify them for the ſervice they had done 
him. Aſſoon as they had thought upon this 
expedient, they put it in execution; for Clau- 
dius ſhortly after was taken away by the ſol- 
diers. Cagins Sentius Saturninus, though he 
was told of this taking away of Clandins, and 
that he aſſumed the empire with reluctance, 
(though in reality, willingly, and of his own 
accord,) roſe up from his {eat in the ſenate- 
houſe ; and, without any manner of fear, made 
an exhortation to the more generous and vali- 
ant members, which was to this effect: Ro- 
W < mans, though it may be thought incredible, 
after ſo long a time, to be offered with liberty, 


but are incertain how long it will remain with 
us, being placed' 1n the power of the Gods, 
whoſe gift it is. It has ſufficient in it to 
make us all rejoice; and though we ſhould 
fall from it, yet it will then contribute ſome- 
thing to our happineſs; for one hour is enough 
to good and honeſt men, if it be well ſpun out 
in a free country, and adminiſtered by laws, 
under which it formerly flouriſhed. I will 
mention nothing of that liberty which was 
loſt before I was born, but, burning with an 
inſatiable deſire of that at preſent, I will 
eſteem thoſe the happieſt whoſe fortune di- 
rected them to be born and educated in it; 
and think they ought to be honoured next 
the Gods, who have, though late, and in this 
our age, made us to taſte of it; and wiſh it 
may remain ſound and ſafe for ever. This 
day is enough for all of us young and old; 
thoſe who are old will account it an age if 
they can but die partakers of the bleſſings of 
liberty; and we who are young will reap ad- 
vantage from the virtue of thoſe from whom 
we are deſcended, which was of ineſt imable 
conſequence to them. Wherefore, at preſent, 
nothing ought to be of greater or more an- 
tient conſideration to us, than to direct our 
lives according to virtue; which is the only 
NY V 
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thing that can procure liberty for mankind, 


which no man can hope for, yet we enjoy it ; 
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of Caius, and of Caius's Morals, 


and preſerve them in it. I have heard of 
things that have formerly been tranſacted, 
and I am well verſed in thoſe I myſelf have 
been preſent at; how great are the evils ty- 
rants bring upon cities, by hindering virtue, 
and taking away from valiant men their liber- 
ty, and by making mankind flatterers, and 
ſtand in awe of them; while affairs are ad- 
miniſtered, not with any cautious regard to 
the laws, but their own will and pleaſure : 
This made Julius Cæſar entertain thoughts 
of taking away the authority of the people; 
and, by a violation and infringement of the 
obſervation of the laws, he was the man who 
put the republic into confuſion, having made 
himſelf ſuperior to them; and as he aban- 
doned himſelf to every thing that gratified 
his defircs, ſo the city was torn in pieces by 
all manner of miſchiefs; every one making 
it his buſineſs as much as he could, who had 
thoughts of ſucceeding him in the government, 
to aboliſh the inſticurions of his country, and 
drain the city, as much as poſſible, of all its 
brave and generous inhabitants, becauſe they 
thought ſuch ſteps as theſe made for their 
ſecurity, if they could but confer with men 


of baſe and villainous principles, and not only 


humble the ſpirits of tho ſe who bore the faireſt 
character in the city, but bring them under 
{ure deſtruction : Of whom, though there 
have been great numbers who have diſplayed 
their tyrannic temper in the adminiſtration of 
affairs, yet Caius is the only one, who has 
ended his life this day, who hath approved 
himſelf a more enormous governor than any 
of the reſt, by the many cruelties he not only 
hath committed upon his citizens, but upon 
his relations and friends, by letting looſe upon 
them his inſupporrable anger and fury, inflict- 
Ing his tyranny and barbarity upon every one 
without diſtinction, to puniſh unjuſtly thoſe 
who fell under his clutches ; and raging with 
an equal fierceneſs upon mankind, and the 
Gods; for tyrants have not the only ſatisfac- 
tion 1n pleaſing themſelves by injuring ſome 
particular ſets of men, or to vex the condi- 
tlons of ſome, 'and inſult their wives ; but 


they place their greateſt gain in removing out 


of the number of the living the entire fami- 
lies of their adverſaries. All lovers of libert 

are declared enemies to tyrants, whoſe kind- 
neſs they have not power to conciliate, and 


who patiently ſubmit to the calamities to 


which they are expoſed. When they find 
they are conſcious of the innumerable ills they 
load ſome with, and that they heroically bear 
up with diſdain againſt their adverſe fortune, 
they, as they are not able to conceal the ma- 
licious deſigns of their minds, have their laſt 
recourſe in giving them promiſes of ſecurity, 
not to be diſcredited, provided they can ef- 
fectuate their purpoſe upon them at laſt. 


„ © Where- 
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© Wherefore, ſince you are delivered from theſe 

© misfortunes, and obnoxious to no authority, 

© but what yourſelves are inveſted with, which 

© 5s the beſt in the world to form a republic, to 

© compoſe all preſent differences, to put things 
in a ſecure ſituation for the future, and to 
eſtabliſh the antient glory of the city, you 

ought, each of you, to conſider what is tor the 
common advantage of all; or, on the con- 
trary, if what hath been already provided 
happens to give offence, to give your opinions, 
and that without apprehenſion of any danger, 
fince you are no longer enſlaved to ſuch kind 
of maſters, who can with impunity diſturb 
the peace of the City, and put to death thoſe 
who happen to ſpeak their minds freely, as 
they ſhall think fit, and their humours direct 
them. Nothing gave the late tyrant a great- 
er ſhare of ſtrength and power, than the in- 
dolence of thoſe, who had not the courage to 
fay the leaſt thing againſt his proceedings. 
The ſweets of reſt had allured them, and they 
had accuſtomed themſelves to live after the 
manner of ſlaves ; for as many of us as have 


parted at a great diſtance from us, have been 
eye-witneſles of the misfortunes ot our neigh- 
bours, who, fearing to die virtuouſly, have 
abandoned themſelves to a death joined with 
the greateſt diſhonour. It is but juſtice, be- 
fore every other conſideration, that the mur- 
therers of a tyrant ſliould be rewarded with 
the-chiefeſt honours, and eſpecially Chæreas 
Caſſius; for he was the only man, after the 
Gods, who, by his advice, and the {trength 
of his arm, hath purchaſed our liberty; whom 
you ought not to put in oblivion, but decree 
honours for regaining your liberty ; as one 
who was the firſt under the tyrant to conſult 
means to procure your liberty, and the firſt 
who expoſed himſelf to danger. You ought: 
to ſhew, that what he has done was tranſacted 
by your advice, and done by your order. Tis 


0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
U 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
C 
C 
c 
« 
c 
c 


1 
* 
- 


c 
c 
c 
£ 
a 
£ 
who ſtile themſelves free, in the firſt place to 


himſelf to us in: He is not like Caſſs and 
Brutus, who put Julius Ceſar to death; for 
they ſowed the ſeeds of diſcord and civil war 
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contrary, hath {lain a- tyrant, and delivered 
the city from every miſchief he occaſioned,” - 
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both the ſenate and as many Eguites as were 
preſent received with great gladneſs. After 
he had made an end of ſpeaking, one Trebellius 
Maximins bounded upon him, and pulled off 
his finger a ring, in which was a ſtone with the 
effigies of Caius upon it, which, as was thought, 
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engravement was preſently broke to pieces. 
The debates containing till late at night, Chæ- 
rea demanded a watch-word from the conſuls 
who gave him, liberty. Matters going thus, 
every one preſent was aſtoniſned, and could 
hardly believe what paſt ; for, a hundred years 
after the authority had been taken away from 
them, the power again reverted to the conſuls 
to give the watch-word ; for betore the city 


heard of the intolerable calamities of thoſe 


a charming buſineſs, and what behoves men, 


make retaliation to their benefactors, eſpeci- 
ally in ſuch a degree, as he hath demonſtrated 


to put her to death (tor. thoſe who diſſunded 


in the bowels of the city, and he, on the 


Sentius delivered himſelf in this ſpeech, which: 


through eagerneſs of ſaying and doing as he 
had reſolved, he had forgot to take away ; the 


was put under the authority of an | 
the conſuls had an 10 Mata authorix 20 
the army. When Chereas had receives b 
watch- word, he gave it to the ſoldiers who ſt l 
for the ſenate; for there were fou (20G 


. r cohorts w 13 
were rather inclined to have no emperor th — & 
than to live under a tyrant. They depatted 8 
with their tribunes, and ſhortly after the pe » 


went their ways, full of hope, and great] 15 
that the adminiſtration 1 e ' 
and they were to be no longer ſubject to n MM 


emperor. Chæreas was in great eſteem with 
them. Sn | 


Chæreas, vexed to think that Caius's wile and E 
daughter remained behind, and that not all the I 
tamily was cut off (becauſe it might happen R 
that whoſoever remained behind, that perfon b 


might remain a plague to the laws and the ci. 
ty) and willing to put the reſolution of his 
mind in execution as ſoon as might be, aud 
give a finiſhing ſtroke with gladnels to his ha. 
tred againſt Cazus, he ſent Fulius Lupus, one 
of the tribunes, to put Caius's wife and daugh- MR 
ter to death. As Lupus was a kinſman of . 
mens, this buſineſs were committed to him in 
order, as it were, to make him a party concern- 
ed in the murther, and gain him ſome kind of 
honour from the citizens; as if he had been 
privy all along to the counſel and advice o Mx: 
thoſe who had perpetrated the deed. Some f 
the conſpirators were of opinion it was inhu. We 
man to exerciſe ſo much cruelty upon a woman, 
ſince Caius had done every thing he did frm IM 
a natural diſpoſition, and not from any impulle 
of hers ; which were the reaſons the city droop- 
ed under the afflictions to which it was expoſed, [Mm 
and ſo many ſtout and valiant men had lot 
their lives, Others thought different to this Mm 
and laid every thing that had been done to ler 
charge, and made her the cauſe of all the ils 
Caius had been guilty of; and chiefly, tht 
ſhe had given him a philtre to force him to lov WR 
her, and turn his mind wholly upon her; and 
that, after ſhe had reduced him to madnels, 
ſhe had conſpired every thing that in her ly 
againft the welfare of the Romans, and the 
whole world under their obedience, When 
they had fallen upon this opinion, which ws 


them could avail nothing) Lupus was con- 
manded to go; who, without making any mult 
ner of delay, ſnatched the firſt opportunit) that 
preſented itſelf to put his commands in exect- 
tion; for fear his miſtake ſhould loſe any this, 
which the common ſafety then required. Wi 

he entered the palace, he found Ce/onia, Calli! 
wife, proſtrate upon the ground, near the ce 

body of her husband, (which was deſtiued ps 
every thing uſually allowed the dead, all - - 
ſmeared with the blood of his wounds) ® Bs 


heavily lamenting for bien, with her dalia Wy 
fear her. There could be nothing bed ” Bt 
her mourning and lamentations but accy{ativ 


at Caius, who had always refuſed to þeJueſ 
her, at ſuch times as fhe had given him hef 1. 
monitions. Theſe words were taken in 10 
Ggnifications, and thoſe who heard them e 
dubious whar conftru&ion to put upon def, 
becauſe they yielded an handle, to tho 

had a mind, to turn them two differs"! 


pr 0 
Some were of opinion they were to be fable 


adviſed him to think more ſoberly 
and to leave off punithing the ci- 
rizens ſo cruelly ; for fear they ſhould put him 
ro death, after the way he himſelt practiſed. 
But others were rather inclined to think, that 
ſhe, as ſoon as the rumour about the conſpira- 
rors was handed about, adviſed Caius to make 
no manner of ſtop, but immediately put every 
one of them to death; and ſo put himſelf out 
of the ſear of any danger: And it was object- 
ed, that he had ſhewn himſelf much flower for 
action, after he had been adviſed by her to 
tuch a thing: Theſe are what Cæſonia ſpake, 
and what mankind talked about her. 
the ſaw Lupus come in, ſhe pointed to the 
dead body, and to him, and with many rears and 
ſighs bade him draw nearer; but, ſeeing him 
conſounded, and coming to do ſomething which 
| he did not like, and learning the reaſon of his 
meſlage, ſhe very readily offered her naked 
throat to hin:; and imploring heaven and earth, 
as thoſe who are reduced to ſuch miſerable 
circumſtances are wont, ſhe commanded him to 
make no longer work of it, but inſtantly diſ- 
patch her as he was ordered. Ceſonia thus, 
with a valiant and courageous ſpirit, died un- 
der, the hands of Lupus; afterwards he flew 
her daughter, went back to Chereas, and 
to acquaint him with the news. 

Caius having reigned four years, wanting 
four months, (1) over the Romans, thus died ; a 
man, even before he attained the empire, 


if the had 
of his ways, 


to his pleaſures, a lover of accuſers, appre- 
henſive of danger, and violently given to cruel- 
ty and bloodſhed. His authority ſeemed to be 


tooliſhly cruel and proud; only to injure thoſe 
he had the leaſt intereſt to maltreat, *and to 
procure him an exceſſive quantity of riches, b 

committing innumerable murthers and a, 
grefſions againſt the laws. He was deſirous to 
have made himſelf above the gods, and ſupe- 
rior to the laws; but was ever obnoxious to 
the cenſures of the people. Whatever the 
laws condemned as baſe and ignominous, that 
be commended, and ſer at a higher rate than 
any act of virtue. He was forgetful of his 
= friends, though they were his beſt, and had 
been tried in the moſt conſiderable affairs; if 
be happened to be angry, he would infliét 
puniſhments for the ſmalleſt faults. Thoſe who 
—_— vcr remarkable for any degree of virtue, he 
beld them for his enemies; and on every thing 
be had a mind to have, he was turned with an 
Ra unbridled and inſurmountable deſire to obtain 
ir. Hence he was puſhed on to commit 
"1 inceſt with his (2) ſiſter, which brought a great- 


—_ (1) Caius reigned three Years and eight Months. Dio. 
ei 


ght Days; and Suetonius in Caio, 
(2) Druſilla, 


. ow omnibus ſororibus ſuis ſtupri conſuetudinem fecit, 
2 of the Amour between Cains and Druſilla, 


(4) The fon of Tiberius's brother's ſon, 


When 


skill. 


cruel, indolent, extremely wicked, abandoned 


calculated for no other purpoſe than to be 
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er hatred of the citizens upon him than be- 
fore; who having not heard of ſuch a thing for 
a long time before, could hardly believe it, 
and were reſolved to ſhew their enmity to the 
author of the crime. No one can ſay he built 
any great work, that was in itſelf really grand 
and worthy of an emperor, or which will be of 
any ſervice to men of the preſent and the next 
age; except the receptacles which he made 
(3) about Rhegium and Sicily for the corn ſhips 
that came out of #7ypt. Theſe indeed, it muſt 
be confeſſed, are a work of extraordinary 
magnificence, and of great uſe to mariners; but 
they are not finithed, but remain imperfect for 
want of vigorouſly carrying them on: The rea- 
ſon was his deſire after things of no advantage, 
and his conſuming his money upon his pleaſures 
(which were of no profit to any body elſe but 
himfelfy while he was wholy forgetful of things 
that would have been far more to his glory and 
advantage. He was a very good orator, and 
was well verſed in both the Greek and the La- 
tin tongues : He preſently comprehended what- 
ever he heard ſpoken, and could makea ready 
and quick reply to what others took time to pre- 
pare: He was ſo accompliſhed that he ſeemed 
to have more perſuaſion in his words than any 
othet, on two accounts; the one from his excel- 
lent and happy genius ; and the other, from the 
great exerciſe he uſed to encreaſe his native 
Indeed, it. was neceflary he ſhould ad- 
dict himſelf much to learning, as he was the 
ſon of the (4) nephew of 7iberias by the bro- 
ther's fide, and ſo came to the ſucceſſion of the 
empire: And as his ambition prompted him 
on to obtain the preference, in this reſpeEt, he 
had good reaſon to excel the reſt. Beſide, 
Caius ſtudied eloquence, in order to procure the 
eſteem of his relation, who was then emperor, 
and carried the prize from all the Romans of 
his time. However, all the good things he 
had collected from his learning, were not pre- 
valent enough to conquer the untoward diſpo- 
fitton which his licentions behaviour brought 
upon him; ſo difficult is it for thoſe to govern 
and rule themſelves who are not interrupted 
or hindered from doing what they pleaſe. At 
firſt, becayfe he joined to him ſome friends out 
of the beſt and moſt honeſt of men, and copied 
after thoſe who were eminent for their great 
learning and fame, he was honoured and re- 
ſpected by his ſubjects; but in proceſs of time 
they withdrew their kindneſs from him, be- 
cauſe he began to ſhew his inſolent behaviour 
and furious temper to them; upon which their 
hatred increaſing with his ways, he was con- 
ſpired againſt and ſlain by them. 


p. 669. three Years, nine Months, and twenty. 


| he reigned three Years, ten Months, and eight Days. 
whom Suetonius mentions in Caio, c. Ixxiv. who ſpeaks of other Siſters of Caius, thus : 
He debaucbed all bis Siflers, Dio alſo takes Notice 


: and between him and the reſt of hi ij 
(3) Suetonius takes no Notice of this Work among thoſe done or begun by 3 c. lix. p. 648. 


Viz. Ger manicus, the ſon o 


Druſus, Brother of Tiberias. | 
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CHAP. III. 


The Manner how Claudius was taken out of his Houſe, and carried into the Camp; 
; and how the Senators ſent Ambaſſadors to him. . 5 


C LAUDIUS, as I have obſerved above, 
having turned another way, from that 
which the perſons with Caius took, and finding 
the houſe in a confuſion, which Cains's death 
had occaſioned, began to be very anxious about 
himſelf, and accordingly went and hid himſelf 
in a narrow place. He had no ſuſpicions of a- 
ny thing that could endanger his life, but his 
high-birth. He led a private ſort of, life, in 
which he behaved himſelf with modeſty, and 
was contented with his preſent condition, en- 
tirely devoting himſelf to the proſecution of 
learning, chicfly the Grecian authors, and eve- 
ry way avoiding all contention and noiſe. 
While the common fort of the people were in 
confuſion, and all the palace filled with the 
fury of the ſoldiers, and the guards themſelves 
ſeeming as if they had partaken of the fears and 
diſorders the private men were iv, thoſe who 
were called Pretorians, the moſt conſiderable 
part of the whole army, were deliberating what 
was to be done in the government. As many 
as were preſent, little minding the puniſhment 
of Cains, which, they believed, had not unde- 
ſervedly fallen upon him, endeavoured all they 
could to conſult upon the beſt meaſures 1n the 
preſent circumſtances; eſpecially ſince the.Ger- 
mans had exacted puniſhments of the murthe- 
rers, more to gratliy their own cruelty, than 
with any regard or view to their common ad- 
vantage. All theſe reflections increaſed Clau- 
dius's concern, who was fearful of himſelf, eſ- 
pecially when he ſaw the heads of A/prenas, 
and the others who had loſt their lives, carried 
and born about, He ſtood 1n a certain place, 
to which was an aſcending by a few ſtairs, in 
order to keep himſelf in ſecret. Aſſoon as 
Gratus, one of the ſoldiers who guarded the 
palace, ſaw him, having but a faint knowledge 
of his tace by reaſon of the darkneſs, and ſup- 
poſing it was ſome man who had ſecretly plant- 
ed himſelf there, he approached nearer : Upon 
which Claudius deſiring him to retire back, he 
began to puſh forward, and taking hold of him, 
knew him, and ſaid to thoſe who followed him, 
This is Germanicus; Come, let us make bin 
Emperor. Claudius ſeeing them prepared to 
take him out of his place, and fearing to be put 
to death as Caius had been, begged them to 
ſpare him; recalling to their minds that he had 
led a lite inoffenſive to every one, and what 


had been done he was plainly a ſtranger to. 


To this Gratus with a ſmile, gave him his 
right hand, and ſpoke to him to this effect: 
Ceaſe to ſpeak ſo ſuppliantly, when you ought 
with courage and an elated mind, to think of an 
empire, which the gods have taken away from 
(Caius, and given as a reward to your virtue, 


through a ſenſe they have for the advantage of 


i/1e world, Come then, and vindicate the throne 
Hour anceſtors, Theſe words ſupported him, 


Book XIX 


who was ready to fink between the extremes of 
tear and gladneſs, 

By this time a great number of the guards 
were drawn together to Gratus, who ſeeing 
Claudius carrying away, diſcovered in ther 
faces their concern, ſuppoſing he was hurrieg 
away to be made a facrifice for the late crys). 
ties, who had all his life-time given evident 
ſigns of his abhorence to the fatigues of byj. 
neſs, and the din of multitudes; and, durin 
Caius's reign, had been expoſed to a great na. 
ny dangers. Some were of opinion that the 
conſuls ought to have had intimation of the gf. 
fairs; a great number of ſoldiers aſſembling a. 
bout them, the defenceleſs multitude fled, and 
Claudius, by reaſon of the weakneſs of hi; 
ſtrength, had much trouble to get forward; for 
thoſe who ſupported his litter, finding an op- 
portunity to make their eſcape, as he was car. 
rying along amidſt the acclamations of the pe. 
ple, ruſhed haſtily out of the danger, as hayins 
loſt all hopes of their maſter's ſafety, Upon 
coming into the court of the palace (the fit 
place in Rome that was inhabited, according to 
the account of thoſe who have wrote of its an- 
tiquities) and conferring upon the care of the 


commonwealth, they were augumented with a 


far greater concourfe of ſoldiers, who came 
with a deſire of ſeeing Clandins, and were in- 
portunate to make him emperor, through the 
love they had to Germanicus For he was his 
brother, who had left behind him, to every ole 
he had been acquainted with, the moſt con- 
ſummate character, and glorious name: They 
conſidered the great avarice of thoſe who pre- 
ſided in the ſenate, while they were invelted 
in the adminiſtration of affairs; and the actions 
they had been guilty of: Beſide, while they 
were conſulting upon the difficulty of the d. 
fair, they reflected with themſelves, ſhould a- 
ny other perſon but Claudius ſucceed to tis 
government, or the empire be veſted in a 
one man beſides himſelf, it would be of dar 
gerous conſequence to them; for Claudius, vi 
would owe the gift of the empire to him, d 
their grant and kindneſs, would remember 
favour, and repay it with an honourable returi 
ſuitable to their deſerts, 7 

Theſe matters were thus managed among 
them, and to every one they diſcloſed _ 
they had been doing, who hearing the reſolv 4 
tion taken, came readily into it: Upon 4 - = 
they carried Claudius on high, quite ſurroubc, BW 5 
ed with armed men, to the camp; for _ WW - 
being interrupted in their march. But, 1 ; 
mean while, a diſſention happened bet wee 


8 Ne 
7 3 
3 47-3 
ets 

% N dd 
* 3 K NTts 
"x. , 122 
75 5 OSS 

5 * o ** 


oli 3 

people and ſenate. The latter N 0 5 
to regain their former dignity, and, . % 
while the time gave them an opportunii); 1 - on 
ich the inſol tyrants naa 

ſlavery, which the inſolence ot t) 1 „ 
troduced. The former, on the contra 3 
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vied them this felicity, and underſtanding re 
an imperial government was a bridle _ their 
deſires, and a retreat for them . * 
ranny of men in power, they were gla 2 ? t 

taking away of Claudius, as they ſuppole ; 55 
on his being made emperor, an effectual ſtop 
would be put to all civil diſcord, which was 
likely to grow like that which happened under 
Pompey. Beſide, the ſenate coming to under- 
ſtand, that the ſoldiers had carried Claudins to 
the camp, ſent ſome of the members that ex- 
celled in dignity to admoniſh him, NVotf to uſe 
any violent meaſures in obtaining the empire, but 
ſubmit tothe ſenate ; that as he Was one of their 
body, he fpould full remain ſo, and bade him con- 
deſcend to the laws, and reſleſt on the things 
conducing tothe advantage of the commonwealth, 
and recal to his remembrance the calamities to 
which the city had been expoſed under its for- 
mer tyrants, and the misfortunes he had himſelf 
/uſtained under Caius; and not, when he pretend- 
ed to hate the crueity of the tyrant, which others 


= /o iiſeleutly uſed, preſume t0 level his rage upon 


his country? Wherefore, if he pays obedience to 
the ſenate, and copies after the peace and virtue 
of his former life, he ſhall be loaded with Ho- 
avurs by free citizens, and procure the name of 


CHA 
Of the 


of the  Antiqhities of the Jews. 


being one , the beft of men, for not diſdaining 
to ſubmit to the laws. But if be is deſtrous to 


forſake them, and cannot grow-wiſer from the un- 
fortunate end of Caius, then they will not ſuffer 


him; for they had no. ſmall number of ſoldiers 
on their jide ; and they had a large quantity of 
arms remaining, and a "multitude of ſlaves who 
were ready to join them. But that their aſſu- 
rance was well grounded, in that both fortune 
and the Gods would give them their affiſtance, 
who endeavour'd to fight for, and defend that 
which was honeſt and legal in itſelf ; for ſuch 
were they who fought in defence of the liberty of 
their country. 

The ambaſſadors Veranius and Brocelius, tri- 
bunes of the people, delivered themſelves in 
the. words above; and falling upon their knees, 
they earneſtly begged and 1nterceded, that the 
city might not be expoſed: to any war or far- 
ther hardſhips. But when they ſaw Claudius 
ſurrounded with a numerous band of ſoldiers, 
too powerful for the conſuls to cope with, they 


added, If he deſired the empire, he ought to re- 
ceive it from the ſenate 
with greater felicity an 


s for he would exerciſe it 
happineſs who ſhould . 
happen to receive it as a gift of their benevo- 
lence, 1 | 


P. IV. 


Actions performed by Agrippa in Favour of Claudius; and bow he, having ob- 


tained the Empire, commanded Caius's Aſſaſſins to be put to Death. 


C, = AUDIUYS, who was acquainted with: 


what arrogance the ambaſſadors were ſent 


thoſe who aimed at the empire had need of arms, 
and ſoldiers to put them on, ſoould be 


1 77 they 

him, was ſo prudent, however, to thew them found unprepared, and expoſed to danger. To 
ſigns of moderation for the preſent : He had this the ſenate made anſwer, That they had not 
BE baniſhed from him fear; the ſoldiers, on one only a large quantity of arms, money, and an 


RE very thing over Caizs, as became a perſon. 
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them that Caius was alive, and told them, that 


be had ſent for phyſicians to come and dreſs his 
wounds) as ſcon as he heard that Claudius was 
taken away by the ſoldiers, he haſtened to 
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d acquainted him with the 


1 
3 
bas &r. 


whom he honoured, (for he took and embraced 


and then went to the guards, and acquainted 


Ri 
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him, whom he found in a great confuſion, and 


* % 
3 
3% 


ate: Upon which he endeavoured to confirm 
im, and adviſed him to take upon him the 
Povernment of the empire. When he had ſpoke 
Thus to Claudius, he returned the ſame way 
Pack as he came; and being ſummoned by the 
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» 
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wn ready to comply with the demands of the ſe- 


with perfumed hair, as if after ſome de- 


uch, he went and asked the ſenators, what 
ad been done 


about Claudius. When they 
real proceedings, 


Whey asked him his opinion about the admini- 
ation: Upon which he told them, He was 
aa | 
eee; but adviſed them, 


: F3 ſpecial regard to the commonweal ; and that 


70 lay down his life for the dignity of the 
by the way, to have 


43 


ide, animaring him with courage; and king A. army ready at hand, but a new band of men, 

grippa, on the other, adviſing him not to put 
out of his hands an empire which was volunta- 
Frily given him. Agrippa having performed e- 


which they could procure by manumitting their 


/laves. Agrippa, upon this, ſub joined, J wiſh, 


O /enate, things may ſucceed according to your 
expectations; but I will not ſcruple to open my 
mind to you, ſince my words are calculated for 


he dead body of Cans, and having placed it your preſervation. Know then, the ſoldiers who 
upon a bed, covered ir as much as he could, /and for Claudius, are all veterans, and have 


£ * 
; 
nw 


been a long time trained up in military engage- 
ments; but our men, a company of raw and un- 
tractable men, aud a band of ſlaves, unexpected- 
ly ſet at liberty - They are not only ignorant 
how to uſe the ſword, but we ſhall lead them out 
undiſciplined, againſt men skilled in the art of 
war, and who know how to marſhal and range. 
themſelves. It is then my opinion to ſend to 
Claudius, f defire him to lay aſide the empire, 
and I myſelf am ready to undertake the em- 
baſſy. 

Agrippa having ſpoke thus, the ſenate con- 
ſented, and ſent-him, with ſome others, joined 
with him, on the embaſſy. He took Claudius 
aſide, and acquainted him with the fearful con- 
dition of the ſenate, and cauſed him to return 
an anſwer in theſtile of an emperor, and anſwer- 
able to the dignity and authority of ſuch a 
perſon. In ſhort, Claudius acquainted them, 
That he did not wonder the ſenate were ſo much 
offended at the government of an emperor, ſince 


6 C their 


A 
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their members had been ſo much diminiſbed by 
the cruelty of thofe who had already been an- 
vanced to the empire That they were now go- 
ing to tafte of the mildue[s.of better times, now 
he was advauced to fit at the helm of the com- 
monweal, when he ſhould enjoy the empire. but in 
name, aud every one, in fals, ſbould have an 
equal ſhare of the government with him. That 
upon this account, they could: have no reaſon to. 
difiruft him, who in their preſence had managed 


ſeveral affairs. The ambaſſadors having receiv- 


ed this anſwer, were diſmiſſed. After this, 


laudius aſſembled the army, and made a ſpeech 


to them, and then exa&ed an oath of obedience 
to him from them; and (a) gave to each of his 
body-guard five thouſand drachms, and to their 
officers a donative in proportion, and promiſing 
the reſt of the army, wherever diſperſed, a pre- 
ſent in the ſame manner. T 5 
The conſuls, late at night, aſſembled the ſe- 
nate in the temple of 7 


they had heard of Clandins's ſpeech, while 
others of their body withdrew to their eſtates 
ia the country, waiting what would be the 
event of affairs. When they had no. longer 
any hopes of their liberty, eſteeming it ſafer 
and better to live an indolent and inactive lite 
in ſlavery, free from any danger, than be 1n 
a continual ſuſpence, and their fatety ſtill in 
danger with their dignity about them. How- 


ever, not above an hundred of the members 


met together, and when they had deliberated 
upon the preſent poſture of affairs, there iſſued 
into the temple a ſudden ſhouting of the ſol- 
diers who were in their intereſt, demanding 
the ſenare to chuſe an emperor who was skilled 
in military engagements, and not proceed to 


ruin the government by the adminittration of 


many perſons at once; for the empire was not. 
to be conferred upon every one, but upon a ſin- 
gle perſon ; and they permitted them to ſee who 
was moſt worthy of the honour. 


The affairs of the ſenate were now reduced 


to a worſe ſtate than ever, both as they were 


fallen from their antient grandeur, and they 
were apprehenſive of Claudius. However, 


there wanted not. ſome to aſſert the government 
on account of their great merit, and intermar- 
riages. Among theſe competitors was Marcus 
Minlicianus; who, relying on his great nobili- 
ty, and his marriage with Julia, the ſiſter of 


Cains, was animated with a deſire of obtaining 
the empire; but the conſuls reprimanded him 


for it, and alledged one excuſe or other to diſ- 


ſuade him from his purpoſe. Minucianus alſo 


put Valerius A/fzaticus, one of Caius's murthe- 
rers, from entertaining the like ſentiments. 
And there was much blood ſpilt, as if thoſe 
who aimed for the empire, had ſtruggled with 
Claudius for it; and upon this occaſion a great 


number of gladiators, and the ſoldiers who 


were centinels in the city, and the rowers who 
had flocked to the camp, all joined, and were 
ready at hand; ſo that ſome of thoſe who put 


(a) And he gave a Donative of Five Thouſand Drachms to every one of his Body-Guard; 
upon their Officers a Preſent of Money due to their former Services; but he promiſed the like Faro 


Soldiers Who were abſent. Rufinus. 
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upiter Victor. Some of 
them abſconded in the city through tear, when 


Nack Nx 


in their pretenſions to the empire. in . 
ſpare the city, and others, throwph, fle 1 
they had of themſelves, dropt their 80 
Wks {4 e ee 
|  Ghereas and his aſſociates, coming in 
morning to the ſenate, began to make 9 
rangue to the ſoldiers, who perceiving th 2 
with their hands to order ſilence, aud Pop 
Chereas. was ready to ſpeak to them, the wn 
to make a tumult, and would not fuk | 
word to be ſpoke, becauſe their incling; ' 
were to hve under the dominion of one wg 
They required they might have an etaperer 
and could not beat any longer delay. The * 
nate was in great ſuſpence, both hoy the, 
ſhould govern and be governed as to an 
For the ſoldiers rejected their authority, ang 
Caius's murtherers could not. endure that thei 
honourable and auguſt body ſhould ſtoop be- 
neath the inſolence of the ſoldiers. Things he. 
ing in this ſituation, and Chereas in a paſſion 
at the ſoldiers for asking for an emperor, Pto= 
miſed he would give them a general, i any 
one of them would bring him a watch-ygd 
from Entychus. This Eutychus was the chatio- 


x 


teer of Praſinas, a man perſectly devoted to 


C114s, and one who employed the ſoldiers in 
building houſes for his horſes, and doing other 
ſervile offices. "Theſe and a great many other 
things did Chæreas reproach them with, and 
threatened he would bring them the head of 
Clandins; for he told them, I; was an niy- 
thy thing, after a madman, for a fool ts have 
the empire. They, nothing moved with his 
words, drew their ſwords, and twiſted up their 
enſigns, and marched directly to Claudins, to 
join thoſe who had already ſworn to him. Thus 
was the ſenate deſerted by its own men, and 
the conſuls themſelves reduced almoſt to the 
condition of private men. Every place ws 
fall of nothing bur ſorrow and lamentation, no 
one knowing what would become of himſelf; 
and Claudius being incenſed againſt them, they 
threw ſcurrilous language at one another, and 
every one ſeemed to repent. himfelf of what had 
been done. Sabinus, upon this, who was one 
of the conſpirators, ſtept among them, and {ad 
He would ſooner loſe the Iaſt drop of bis bl, 
than ſuffer Claudius to be made emperor, ir [i 
the city reduced to /lavery ; and with that he up- 
braided Chæreas with too mean a deſire of pro- 
longing his life, if he, who had firſt given ig 
of contempt of Caius, ſhould think it advan- 
tageous to live, when even that way his covt- 
try had no hopes of regaining its liberty. (4+ 
reas told him, It was the leaſt conſideraton 
© in his mind, to make any ſcruple of expo" 
© himſelf to death, yet he was reſolved to f 
© the temper of Claudius, „ „ 
They were in this ſituation: All over d. 
camp nothi { but who ſhould foonel 
p nothing was ſeen, but w wi 
perform their duty to Claudius. When Lo 
tus Pomponins, one of the conſuls, came chi > 
the ſoldiers charged him with endeavovt”s 


perſuade the ſenate to aſſert their liberty, 


and heſtone! 


ur to 


ruſhing 


emperor. 


ve o_—_— 


; 4 5 25 
ling upon him with their drawn ſwords, t y 
= intallidly laid him dead on the 2 ha 
not Claudius reſtrained them. He ſnatched the 
conſul from the danger that threatened. him, 
and bade him fir cloſe to his ſide; but the ſame 
regard was not paid to the other ſenatots who 
were with him, for ſome of them were beaten 
and repulſed back as they went to Pay him 
their compliments; and Aponius, after he had 
deen wounded, was forced to withdraw in that 
condition, and every one of them were expoſed 
to ſome danger or other. 55 

Agrippa, upon this, ſtept up to the empe- 
ror, and begged him to behave milder towards 
the ſenators; becauſe, if the ſenate was U- 


exerciſe his authority upon. T his remonſtrance 
won over Claudius, who ſtraitway retired to 
the palace, whither the ſoldiers, to the great 
mortification of the people, bore him on a litter 
thro? the middle of the city. Chereas and 
= Yabinus, two of Caius's murtherers, appeared 
9 publickly, though Pollio, whom Claudius had 
= conſtituted captain over his body-guard, had 
= warned them by an edict, not to appear openly. 
When Claudius arrived at the palace, he ſum- 
moned his friends, and ſent them to caſt the lots 
upon Chereas: They thought what he had done 
was a glorious action, but accuſed him as the 
author of pertidy, and judged it neceſſary he 
WW ould be punithed, to ſtrike a terror into 
W others for the future. In the concluſion, Che- 
reas was brought out to puniſhment, and toge- 
ther with him Lupus, and ſeveral other Ro- 
= mans. It is ſaid, that Chereas very valiantly 


L AUDIUsS, with great diligence, having 
| — diſpatched all thoſe ſoldiers he had any 
reaſon to ſuſpect, made an edict, in which he 
confirmed to Agrippa the kingdom Caius had 
given him, and conſtituted him king. Beſide, 
he added to his juriſdiction, all Tudea and Sa- 
nmaria, which formerly were under the domi- 
nion of his grandfather Herod. He reſtored 
bi theſe, as if they had been due to him by 
right of conſanguinity. Moreover, he gave him 
Abila, which belonged to Ly/anias, and all 
mount Libanus; and he made a covenant with 
him in the middle of the Forum at Rome. 

Alter he had taken from Antiochus his king- 


TIS 


om, he gave him in lieu thereof part of Ci- 


lia and Comagena. He alſo ſet at liberty A. 
* exander Iiſimac huis Alabarc ha, with whom he 
had had a former acquaintance and friendſhip, 
= who had been his mother Autonia's pro- 


arator, and who Caius, in a fit of paſſion, had 
oben mto chains. The ſon of this perſon 


e Berenice, daughter of Agrippa, who ta- 
2 ng ner, as yet a virgin, (for Marcus, the ſon 


2 1 
> 


1 
3 


* 5 was dead,) gave her to his bro- 
1 N erod, for whom he begged of Claudins 
ee kingdom of Cbalas. ö 
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ſubmitted to his misfortunes, not only in that 


treated by him, he would have no others to 


474 


he was not ſeen to change the colour of his 
face; but, in that too, when he reproached 
Lupus with ſhedding. tears ſo effeminately. 
When Lupus pulled off his gatment, and com- 
plained of the ſharpneſs of the weather, he told 
him, he acted diſhonourably in a thing, in which 
Lupi, or wolves, were not hurt; and when a 
great number of perſons followed after to 
have a fight of him, and he was come to the 
place of execution, he asked the ſoldiers, if he 
was trained up in murther, or had a new 
ſword, and bade him ſtrike with that, with 
which he had ſlain Caius He loſt his head hap- 
pily at one ſtroke; but Lupus through the ap- 
prehenſions he had, was not ſo happy as to loſe 
his lite ſo ſoon ; for having not the courage to 
{tretch out his neck fitly, he was obliged to bear 
the repetition of ſeveral ſtrokes. THe 

A few days after, when the folemn expia- 
tions were at hand, and the people of Rome 
carried in their hands their ſeveral libations, 
they honoured Chereas with part, by caſting 
them into the fire, and prayed him not to be 
irritated at them, becauſe they had been un- 
grateful to him ; this was the cataſtrophe which 
happened to Chereas, Sabinus was not only 
pardoned by Claudius, but permitted to hold 
the ſame government he had enjoyed before; 
however, he judged it diſhonourable to falſify 
the faith he had given the conſpirators ; and 
accordingly threw himſelt upon his ſword, and 
killed himſelf, by thruſting the blade up to the 
very hilt through his body. 


CHAP, V. 


3 9 Claudius reſtore to Agrippa his Paternal Kingdom, and amplifies it; and how 
0 be made Editts in Favour of the Jews. = 


Much about this time a ſedition was blown 
up between the Fews and Greeks at Alexan- 
dria. As ſoon as Caius was dead, the nation 
of the Fews, who had been expoſed to ſeve- 
ral oppreſſions under his government, and 


cruelly harraſſed by the Alexandrians, began 


to reſume courage, and at length they had re- 
courſe to arms. Claudius, hearing of this pro- 
cedure, by his letter to the governor of 
Egypt, commanded to put a ſtop to the ſedi- 
tion. Moreover, on the interceſſion of the 
kings Agrippa and Herod, he ſent an edict to 
Alexandria, wrote to the following effect: 


Tiberius Claudius Cæſar, Auguſtus Germani- 
cus, Pontifex Maximus Trib. Pot. Greeting - 


Ft NCE we know the Jews formerly, who 
are in Alexandria, and are called Alexan- 

drians, were ever ſince the building of the city 
ſent to live with the Alexandrians, and have an 
equal right to the city from the grant of kings, 
as appears from reſcripts and edits ; and that 
2 Alexandria was ſubdued to our empire by 
Auguftus, they have preſerved their laws and 
inſtitutions entire and ſound, by the aſſiſtance of 
the 
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the governors ſent thither at different times; and 
that no diſputes have been made on their account, 
even when Aquila pre/ided over Alexandria, and 
the ethnarch of the Jews died; but that Au- 
guſtus prohibited any more ethnarchs to be made, 
and was eee ſhould be each ſub- 
jed to him, with a reftriftuon, however, to have 
the free exerciſe of their laus, and not ve com- 
pelled to violate the religion of their country: It 
hath nevertheleſs happen'd that the Alexandrians 
have raiſed themſelves up againſt the Jews, who 
inhabit with them, at the time Caius Cæſar was 
emperor %ho,” through a furious and raging 
diſpoſition, becauſe the nation of the Jews wo 
not do any thing ag aint the religion of their 
country, and call him God, hath in a ſtrange 
and ſurprizing manner depreſſed them. I will 
therefore that nothing, becauſe of Caius's mad- 
neſs, te taken away from the Jews, which hath 
been granted them, but that the inſtitutions uu 
der which they have lived be confirmed to them, 
and that they have liberty to remain and conti 
nue in the obſervation of the laws of their coun- 
try; and I command both parties to avoid by all 


mauner of means the fomenting or ſtirr:ng up of 


any ſedition, after the publication of this my 
5 | 

This was the edict which was made in favour 
of the Jews, and ſent to the citizens of Alex- 


_ andria ; but the other diſperſed over the reſt of 


the world, was to this eftect ; 


Tiberius Claudius*Exfar 
again created, ſends greeting 7 
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'Exſar, Auguſtus Gern 
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TPHEREAS the kings Agrippa"ang Hebe 


my loving friends, have humbly bs... 
me to give leave to all Jews, living M's 
of the Roman empire, to preſerve and 50000 


ſame laws as thoſe formerly granted to th Alex. 


andrians ; to who/e petition I have condeſcended « 
Neither have I only granted them this Petiticy 
but I have deemed them worthy of thy 2 
they have asked me, for the fidelity and frind. 


ſhip they have teſtified to the Romans; efteeming 


it a very juſt thing, that no city, nay, not of th 
Greeks, ſtould be deprived of its privileges 1, 
cauſe under Divus Auguſtus they were pf 
to them. Wherefore T judge it expedient that jy, 
Jews, inhabiting any part of my empire, hmy 
liberty to obſerve the cuſtoms of their colin. 
without any impediment ; whom I ng ami 
to content themſelves with this favour of mins 
aud behave for the future with greater 2 
nor condemn the religions of other nations, hat 
watch their own laws. Wherefore J will, thy 


my ſeveral governors of cities and colonies, 4 


well within as Without Italy, as alſo kms end 
princes, make a tranſcript of this my edit}, my 
poſt it up within thirty days in ſome place when 
it may conveniently be read. 


CHAP. vi. 


Of the Things ated at Hieroſolyma by Agrippa, after his Return iuto Judm, and 


rhe Letter Petronius ſent the Doritæ, in favour of the Jews. 


＋ H ESE edi&s being ſent to Alexandria, 


| and through the whole world, Claudius 
Cz/ar amply teitified of himſelt how he ſtood 
affected towards the Fews. And not long af- 
terwards he diſmiſſed Agrippa to go and take 
care of his kingdom, at his departure giving 
him a more ſignal thew of honour, by writing 
to the governors of the provinces, and the ſe- 
veral procurators, and charging them to enter- 
tain him friendly and handiomely, Agrippa, 
as was reaſonable ro ſuppoſe a man would do, 


whoſe aftairs in every article had been attend- 
ed with ſucceſs, made all poſſible haſte in his 
return. When he arrived at Hierc/olyma, he 


offered ſacrifices of thaukſpiving, that he might 
omit nothing which the law preſcribed. He 
ordercd ſeveral Nazareans to be ſhaved; and 
hung up within the incloſure of the temple, 
above the treaſury, a chain of gold, of equal 
weight with the iron one, which had bound his 
royal hands, as a melancholy gift of fortune, 
and a teſtimony of the change of his condition 
for the better; to be alſo a leſſon, that the 


greateſt things may tumble down, and it was 
God who uſually lifted up thoſe things which 


fell down; the dedication of the chain was a 
plain demonſtration to every one, that king A- 


grippa for a trifling reaſon had been thrown 


trom his proſperous ſtate to the condition of a 
ſlave, and that from a priſoner he had raiſed 
himſelf to be a king, and made himſelf more 


ſplendid than before: From which this leſſn 
may be gathered, that it is often found in mat- 
kind, the higheſt are eaſily rumbled down, 
and thoſe who ſtoop under afflictions are agi 
mounted to a greater degree of honour anddig- 
nity. 

7 EVE performed all due rights which tie 


worſhip of God required, he removed from ths E 


high-prieſthood Theophilus, the fon of Auanis, 
and ſubſtituted in his room Simon, the ſoa d 
Boethas, ſirnamed Cantheras. Simon had tid 
brothers, and his father Boethus had marred 
king Herod's daughter, as we have obſer 
above: He, his father, and brothers, had a 
enjoyed the prieſthood, as the three ſons 
Simon Onias had done, under the empire 0 
the Macedonians, as we have ſpecified in ti 


| — ne tex F 2 
The king having thus rectified the pi pn 
hood 5 the Hier oſolymites were filled with * i 1 | 


traordinary love and kindneſs for him. . 


remitted to them a tax which every a 
paid, and thought it diſhonourable to be — 
done by them in any act of kindneſs. He © 
ſtituted Silas general over his forces, who 

been tried with him in ſeveral dangets.“ 

time after this the Doritæ, a company © * 
men, and who preferr'd their inſolence to #! 


ſenſe of religion, being naturally o l mM 


and puſhing behaviour, ſet up che ſlatue 


/ar in the ſynagogue of the Fews res! ; 


\ 


S ( ti As 


romely irritated Agrippa, for they had com- 
N the ſame thing as if they had gone 
about to ſubvert the laws of the country. 
Wherefore he immediately went to Publius Pe- 
tronius, who was then governor of Syria, and 
made an accuſation againſt ſeveral of the Do- 
vians. Petronius being equally enraged at the 
action, which he looked upon as an heinous 
crime, in that it was done in oppoſition to the 
laws, wrote a very ſharp letter to the Dorjans, 
who had revolted, to this effect: ts 


Publius Petronius, ambaſſador of Tiberius 
Claudius Czſar Auguſtus Germanicus, to the 
magiſtrates of the Dorians, greeting. _ 


< C\INCE ſome of you have proceeded to ſo 
great an height of inſolence, that, when 
© Claudins Ceſar Auguſtus Germanicus, had 
© made his edict, permitting the Jews to live 
* conformably to their own laws, you did not 
pay obedience to his command, but have act- 
ed in every thing contrary thereto, prohibiting 
the Jets from making their aſſemblies, by 
placing Cæſar's ſtatue in their ſacred place, 
in which you have committed an injuſtice 
both againſt the Jews and the emperor him- 
ſelf, whoſe ſtatue would have better ſtood in 
his own than in another's temple ; and that 
in a place where their aſſemblies are celebra- 
ted, when it is a juſtice by nature for every 
one to be maiter of his own place, (for it would 
be ridiculous to mention my decree aſter the 
emperor's edict, iu which he hath given li- 
berry to the Jews, to uſe their own laws and 
inſtitutions, and ſurther confirmed to them to 
have an equal right of the city with the Greeks.) 
Thoſe who had the preſumption to act thus a- 
gainſt the command of Huguſtus, which hath 
given great offence to thoſe who ſcem their 
principal men, and who declare the whole 
tranſaction hath been owing to the iurious 
temper of the people, and not to any advice 
or counſel of theirs, I give orders, by the cen- 
turion Vitellins Proculus, to be brought be- 
fore me, in order to render an account of 
their behaviour ; but I charge the chief ma- 
giſtrates, that the guilty (unleſs they have a 
mind to be thought acceſſary to the inſult 
that has been committed) be diſcovered to the 
centurion, and that they uſe their endeavours 
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I LAS, who was general over the king's 


\ * .* 
2 "A SANE © N 
5 n £ 
»" ih 4 2 
x] BP £5 25 19.00. 
* ES 1 —— 
＋ r * * 
5 * 8 bn 
a * Y 3 
„ 
: EC 
r 
| — * 
. 
n 
S 9 N 
5 * © .Y 
A 
- 2 


a bolineſs he had expreſſed to ſhew himſelf a 
companion in all his dangers, and who had ex- 
RT P2ſcd himſelf to the worſt of hardſhips, was in 


4 very great fayour with the king, who thought 
a Fe was under an indiſpenſible obligation to he ſtood affected to him. 
Conter upon him an honour equal to the con- 


1 + ſtant friendſhip he had ſhewn him: This made 
&, {clirous of equalling the king in every 
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army, becauſe of the fidelity he had ſhewn - 
WE rips in every turn of his fortune, and the 


«© diſpute (which the late procedure ſeems to 
© me to threaten) ' becauſe nothing is more a 
© my and my dear friend Agrippa's heart, than 
© that the nation of the Jews may not be ex- 
© poſed to ſeek an opportunity of aſſembling to- 
© gether, under colour of ſtanding upon their 
© defence, and raiſe a ſedition which may re- 
* duce them to madneſs. And that you may 
© better be acquainted with the mind and opi- 
* nion of Auguſtus concerning this buſineſs, I 
© have added to theſe preſents what he decreed 
© about Alexandria, which, though every one 
© may be acquainted with, yet my honourable 
« friend king Agrippa read them over to me 


© before my tribunal, at the ſame time inſiſting 


that the Jews were not to be deprived of the 
© favour of Auguſtuns. Wherefore 1 decree, that 
© you ſeek no occaſion for the ſuture of raiſing 
© any ſeditions, or fomenting e 
© bur that every one be at perfect liberty to 
© worſhip God after his cuſtom and practice.“ 


This was the proviſion Petronius made, and 
the care he took that every enormity which 
had been committed might be rectified and 

puniſhed, and that the Fews for the time to 
come might not be expoſed to the like calami- 
ties. Agrippa alſo took the prieſthood from 
Simon Cantharas, and reſtored it to Fonathan, 
the ſon of Ananus, whom he eſteemed the wor- 
thier perſon. But Fonathan had no good ſen- 
timents of ſo great a dignity, and rejected it 
with this apology : © I am glad, O king, you 
© are pleaſed to confer this honour upon me, 
© and am well ſatisfied to think you have vo- 
© luntarily and ſpontaneouſly heaped this dig- 
© nity upon me, though God deems me un- 
© worthy of the prieſthood. 1 am content to 
© have once put on the holy veſtments, for then 
© I received them with a more fervent zeal of 
* devotion than I ſhould now. If you are 
© pleaſed that another more worthy than me 
© ſhall be honoured with the prieſthood, think 
not much to be taught by me: I have a bro- 
© thef, O king, void of all offence both towards 
God and you; I recommend him to you, as 
© one who is deſerving of the prieſthood.” 
Theſe words pleaſed the king, who put FJona- 
than aſide, and gave the prieſthood to Mathias, 
as his brother had adviſed him Not long af- 


ter this, Marſus ſucceeded Petronius in the go- 
vernment of ria. 


CHAP. VII. 


== Of Silas, and why King Agrippa became angry with bim. 
ert a Wall about Hieroſolyma, and the Favours he confer 


How Agrippa began to 
rd upon the Berytians. 


thing, and whenever he was with him, he always 
delivered his words with the greateſt liberty, 
till at length his converſation and diſcourſe 
began to be troubleſome to Agrippa, for he 
was ever extolling himſelf, and bringing to re- 
membrance Agrippa's mournſul fortune, which 
gave plain proofs in what temper at that time 
Beſides, he was fre- 
Pony telling him of the ſeveral labours and 
lifficulties he had undergone for him. This 
behaviour of Sas, which was carried to too 
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474. 
great a length, ſeemed to throw a ſtain upon 
the reputation of Agrippa, who begun to be 
nettled with, and hate the ſumptuous treatment 
given him. The calling to mind time which 
has been acted without any famous atchieve- 
ments, is an unpleaſant buſineſs, and 'tis a 
fooliſh man's part to be always telling what 
and how many the favours are, which he has 
done to any one. Agrippa, at length, was ſo 
violently moved with anger againſt as, that 
giving way more to his indignation than the 
dictates of his reaſon, he not only took from 
him his poſt of general of his army, but allo 
threw him into priſon, and confined him in his 
own country. Burt in preceſs of time this diſ- 
pleaſure vaniſhed, and he called his reaſon. to 
his aſſiſtance, which made him think well of the 
man, and run over in his mind the many la- 
bours he had undergone for him. With theſe 
ſentiments, when he celebrated his birth-day, 
on which all the perſons under his juriſdiction 
kept feſtival, he ordered Ss to be preſently 
releaſed from his continement, and brought to 
fit down at the table with him. $:/4s happening 
to be pretty free, rhought he had juſt reaſon to 
be offended, which he made no endeavour to 
hide from thoſe who brought him; and ſaid, 
© To what honour does the king call me, who 
© am about to perith immediately? He will not 
ſuffer me to enjoy the rewards of my kindneſs 
to him, but hath robbed me of it with diſ- 
honour. Doth he ſuppoſe ta deprive me of 
the liberty of ſpeaking? But on this will I 
Jie, and pour out my words with greater force, 
'and tell out of what dangers I have ſnatched 
© him, and the labours I have ſuſtained for his 

ſalety and dignity; for all which ſervices, he 

has rewarded me with chains, and an obſcure 


NR M W W w a 


tainly never forget. Perhaps when J am dead, 

the memory of the glorious actions J have at- 

chieved, will remain with me.“ He ſpoke 
theſe words with ſome vehemence, and ordered 
them to go and acquaint the king with them; 
who, finding the incurable temper he was in, 
lett him in priſon. 

At this time Agrippa alſo fortified the walls 
of Hieroſolima, which faced the new city at 
the publick expence, partly by encreaſing 
their breadth, and partly by raiſing their height; 
and he bad certainly made them impregnable 
againſt all human force, had not Marſus, the 
governor of Syria, ſignified by a letter ro 
Clandins Cz/ar, the attempt of the king; this 
made (Claudius, who ſuppoſed ſome innovation 
was carry ing on in the affair, ſent immediate 
orders to Agrippa, to refrain from building the 


6 
& 
© priſon. Theſe are circumſtances I fhall cer- 
* 
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walls; which command Agrippa thought pru- 


dent to obey. | 
Agrippa was of that diſpoſition by nature, 


that he endeavoured, by the preſents he made, 


ro appear beneficent, and was extremely fond, 
by his liberality, to ingratiate himſelf into the 
atections of the people, and to obtain a famous 
character by his extreme and prodigions ex- 
pences ; taking pleaſure in making gifts, and 
1eJvicing to live ſo, as to gain every one's good 
word, being vaſtly unlike Herod, who had the 
kingdom before him; for Herod was naturally 
prone to revenge, in which he was inexorable, 
barvarouſly puniſhing, and keeping no meaſures 


Wirtin cthoie he hated, and declaring himſelf a 


* 
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better friend to the Greeks than the ew, 
the preſents of money he made the cities ? 
preſent: y he made the cities ꝙ 
toreigners, in order to beautify them: For; 
ſome he ercCted baths and theatres ; and in 
others, temples and porticoes; but ny 
vouchſafed to embelliſh even one city of * 
Jews with the leaſt ornament, or any pteſent 
that was worthy to be mention'd. But Arrig.. 
pa, on the contrary, was of a ſweet and mid 
temper, and jultly beneficent to every one 
He was humane to all foreigners, but bountijy 
to his countrymen ; and more ſo, which yy 
mixed with pity to the condition of thoſe in 
adverſity. This made him conſtantly reſide a 
Hieroſolyma ; and he was a religious guardian gx 
the inſtitutions of his country. Add to thef 
conſiderations, he preſerved himſelf in ec 
thing ſo pure and unſpotted, that not a d 
paſſed, in which he did nor ſacrifice according 
to the preſcription of the law. | 
There happened in this conjuncture, to fal 
out the following remarkable accident: Ole 
Simon, a native of Hieroſolyma, who was a0. 
counted very skilful in the laws, aſſembled the 
people, when the king was gone to Ceſarea, 
and had the boldneſs to accuſe him, as if he 
had not been religious, and deſerved to be de- 
prived of any paſſage into the temple, which 


was only to be opened to natives. Ihe g- 


vernor of the city immediately wrote a letter 
to Agrippa, in which he informed him of the 
words mon had faid. The king, upon this 
intelligence, ſent for Simon, and ordered hin 
to be placed next him, (for at that time he yas 
ſitting in the theatre) and then with a ſedate 
and meek voice, he asked him to tell him, , 
any thing was done there contrary to the laws? 
Simon, who had nothing to ſay for himfelf, beg. 
ged his pardon for what was paſt. The king, 
upon this, became reconciled to him, which 
was more than any one expected, as thinking 
clemency a more excellent qualification n 
kings, than anger; and knowing that men n 
an high ſphere were more recommended {or 
acts of lenity, than of indignation, In ſhort, 
he diſmiſſed mon with a conſiderable preſent 
beſtowed upon him. | 
Having erected ſeveral things, one upon a- 
other, he honoured the Babylonians in à Va 
particular manner. He built them a theatre 
which for elegance and beauty excelled feit- 
ral others, beſides a ſpacious and magulicen 
amphitheatre, baths, and porticoes ; in dt 
compleating of which, he ſpared no manner 
coſt, either towards the beauty or the mig! 
tude of them, exhibiting ſhows in the then, 
and bringing thither all kinds of muſiclans, 
other things that could contribute to b. 
pleaſure and delight. But in the amrlite 
he gave ſigns of his ſurprizing and great . 
by the number of gladiators he ane 
where, willing to afford the ſpectators à ft 
of delight by the repreſentation of a batt = 
ordered two companies, each containing le 
hundred men, to come forth and engage. 
body of men was compoſed of the crime 
had, in order to puniſh themſelves, aud! 
was acted by way of war, was turned 2 
ſatisfaction of a peace. And this was! 11 


thod he took to put a period to the lives 0 


theſe men, 
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FTER Agrippa had made an end of ce- 
lebrating at Berytus, the ſolemnities of 
which we have took notice above, he removed 
to Tiberias, a city of Galilee, And, indecd, 
theſe actions procured him great admiration 
from other kings; for Antiochas, king of Com- 
magena and Samſjgeramus, king of the Eme/t 
and Citys, who reigned in Armenia the Leſs, 
and Polæ mon, who ſwayed the kingdom of Pon- 
ius, and Herod his brother, who was alſo 1 
ol Cbalcis, came to pay him a viſit. All theſe 
great perſonages he entertained with great 
hoſpitality an cheartulneſs, and in his manage- 
ment gave full demonſtration of the moſt pru- 
dent behaviour; and made himſelf not ſeem 
unworthy of the illuſtrious preſence of ſo ma- 
ny kings, But while they abode with Agrip- 
paa, 7 governor of Hria, came upon 
EE them. The king, willing to preſerve his uſual 
XX reſpect for the Romans, went out to meet him 
EE full ſeven furlongs. Marſus ſeeing him bring 
àäy the other kings along with him in the ſame 
BS chariot, gave Tirth ro ſudden jealouſy in his 
breaſt; for ſuſpecting their agreement roge- 
RE ther, and the great friendſhip between one ano- 
EE ther, he judged the union of ſo many powerful 
men would prove dangerous to the intereſts of 
the Romans. Immediately upon this, he ſent 
a friend of his to each of them, with orders 
to bid them, without delay, to return to their 
ſeveral dominions. This gave Agrippa a very 
ſenſible diſtaſte, and from that moment a rup- 
ture broke out between them. Mathias was 
put out of the prieſthood, and Eliomens, the 
{on of Cantharas, placed in his room. 
Three years were now elapſed, ſince his 
firſt taking poſſeſſion of the whole kingdom 
of Fudea, when he entered the city of Cæſa- 
rea, which before was called the tower of 
Straton.' Here he celebrated ſhows in honour 
of Cæſar, when he underſtood that the days 
were folemn and inſtituted to him. A great 
concourſe of thoſe who were any ways digni- 
fied, or held poſts of honour in the government, 
came from all parts of the province to be ſpec- 
tators at them. On the ſecond day of the ſo- 
lemnity, Agrippa dreſſed in a garment of ad- 
mirable workmanſhip in ſilver, came into the 
theatre, early in the morning; where the ſilver 
= being illuſtrated with the beams of the ſun that 
WE carted upon it, caſt a ſurprizing luſtre, and 


a ſomething awful and aſtoniſhing. Upon this 
ſome flatterers, whoſe words carry no good in 

them, ſhouted aloud with acclamations of God, 

and told him : Be propitious to us; and though 
ee have hitherto honour'd you as a man, yet 
BS © © ſor the future will account you above a 
RS * mortal condition.“ However, the king neither 
SS '<proved them, nor rejected their groſs and im- 


* * 


ſtruck thoſe who caſt their eyes upon it with 
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ions Agrippa 2 rerwards performed to bis Death; and the Manner in 
e 4 which Fa 4 0 his Life. . | 


pious flattery. He happened, ſome ſhort time 
\after this, to caſt his eyes upwards, and eſpy 
an owl to perch over his head upon a rope ; he 
immediately underſtood this for an omen of his 
misfortunes, as it had formerly been a meſſen- 
ger of his proſperity. The reflection went to 
his heart, and made him deeply lament within 
himſelf. Add to this, he was ſeized with a pain 


in his bowels, which from the beginning gave 


him vaſt torture. Upon turning himſelf about, 
and looking earneſtly upon his friends, he ſaid, 
Behold, I who am your God, am obliged now 
to depart out of this life. Fate now acquaints 
me, that all your words are groſs flatreries ; 
for I, whom you ſtile immortal, am going to 
be ſnatch*d away by death. But we mutt ſubmit 
to the lot of fate, fince God 1s pleaſed to or- 
der it ſo; neither have we lived ignominiouſly 
or wickedly, but in a ſtate which mankind 
account the molt happy. While he ſpoke 
theſe words, his torments grew more and more 
upon him; upon which he was preſently carried 
to his palace, and a report Immediately ſpread 
throughout the city, that the king was at the 
point of death. All the people preſently, with 


A 


„ n A R 


their wives and children, ſat down with ſacx- 


cloth thrown over them, after the cuſtom of 
their country, and beſeeched God by prayer, 
to prolong the king's life; and every place was 
full of nothing bur lamentation and. bewailing. 
The king lying in an upper chamber, and ha- 
ving a full view of the people proſtrating them- 
ſelves on the ground below, could not refrain 
from tears; but, the pains in his belly increaſing, 
five days longer, he gave up the ghoſt, in the 

fifty fourth year of his age, and the ſeventh of 
his reign ; four of which he reigned under Cairs 

Ce/ar. He enjoyed the tetrarchate of Philip 
three years, and in his fourth year had Herod's 
tetrarchate annexed to his government; the 
three laſt years he reigned, were finiſhed under 
Claudius Cæſar, in which he governed over 
the aforeſaid countries, beſides Fade a, Samaria, 
and Cæſarea, which were added to his domi- 
nions. His revenues ariſing therefrom were 
vaſt, amounting to twelve hundred millions of 
drachms, yet he was obliged to borrow more 
of other people ; for he was exceeding liberal 
in the preſents he made; his expences were 
above his incomes, and his munificence was 
wanting of any nigardneſs, 

Hut in the mean while, before the report that 
the king was dead had reached the cars of the 
people, Herod, the dynaſt of Chalcis, and Hel- 
cias, maſter of the horſe,. and a friend of the 
king's, with one conſent, ſent Ari/to, a perſcn 
In whom'they could confide, to put %a to 


death, who was their enemy, as if the king had 
given orders for it. 


CHAP. 


govern Judea, and the whole Kingdom. 


7 ] HIS was the laſt end of Agrippa's life, 
1 who left behind him a ſon of his name, 
called Agrippa, about ſeventeen years of age; 
and three daughters, one of whom, named Be- 
renice, about ſixteen, was married to Herod, 
her uncle. The two others were virgins, viz. 
Mariamne and Drufilla ; Mariamne was about 
ten, and Drilſilla about fix years of age, and 
both were affianced by their father; Mariamne 
to Julias Arc helaus, ſon of Chelcias; and Dru- 
Alla to Epiphanius, the ſon of Antiochas, king 
of Cmmagena. As ſoon as the news of Agrippa's 
death was publiſhed, the people of 12 
and Sebaſte, forgetting all former favours, de- 
clared themſelves enemies, by throwing abuſive 
ſpeeches at the king, which are diſhonourable 
to mention; and the ſoldiers, moreover, who 
were pretty numerous, went to his palace, from 
whence they took away the ſtatues of the king's 
daughters, and carried them to the ſtews, where 
they placed them upon the roofs of the houſes, 
and committed every unbecoming and ungene- 
rous action upon them, more than what any 
tongue can expreſs. Add to this procedure of 
theirs, their making, in large bodies, entertain- 
ments in the. publick places, crowned with gar- 
lands, and pertumed with ointments, drinking 
healths to Charon, and carouling among one 
another, through gladneſs the king was dead. 
Thus they ſhewed themſelves forgetful not only 
of Agrippa, to whoſe extreme liberality they 
were ſo much indebted, but alſo of his grand- 
father Herod, who had built them ſeveral of 
their cities, and made them harbours, and erect- 
ed them temples of great magnificence and 
beauty, and at a vaſt expence. = 
Agrippa, the ſon of the deceaſed king, was 
now at Rome, under the tuition of Claudius 
Ceſar. When Cæſar received intelligence of 
 Agrippa's death, and of the contumelious and 
diſhonourable proceedings of the people of Cæ- 
{area and Sebafte againſt him, he was ſenſibly 


5 FLAT 8 Jos EH Us 


reſolve to ſend immediately his fon 47; 


dom; and to that end, was deſirous to e 
an oath of obedience from him. But his fieed 
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Of the Things tranſacted after the Death of Agrippa; and bow Claudius, 37, 
F the Ignorance of Claudius Junior in managing Affairs, ſent Cuſpius Ta, 


touched at his lot, and extremely Elrap 


the ingratitude of the citizens. This mage li 
to take upon him the ſucceſſion of the 102 

e King. 
Katt 


men and others of his friends, y ho had an ir 


fluence over him, diſſuaded bim from it, by re. 


monſtrating the danger to which he would ex. 


poſe himſelf in committing a kingdom of fi 


greatneſs to a meer youth, and one who Was 
not out of his infantile ſtate, who was far fon 


being able to ſupport the weight of ſuch.ly 


dominions, when a kingdom commonly proyed 


of Seat difficulty for A man in ꝓears to govern, 
This advice Cz/ar judged had ſome weight i 
it; who, in conſequeuce thereof, ſent Ci 
Fadus to be governor of Fudea, and the whole 
kingdom, heaping this honour upon him for the 
fake of the deceaſed King, to hinder Aar 
5 ts . * er an 
with whom Agrippa had been at variance, fun 
having any thoughts of the kingdom. Fay; 
was principally. commanded to chaſtize the ci 
tizens of Cz/area and Sebaſte for the diſhonour 
they had done the deceaſed king, and the col. 
tumely 07 upon his daughters, who were yet 
alive. Moreover, he ordered the companies 
of Ceſareans and Sebaftens, and five cohorts, to 
paſs oyer into Pontus and there reſide; and i 
put into their places a like number of ſoldiers 
out of the Roman legions, which were in i. 
Notwithſtanding theſe orders, they did got put 
them in EXECUTION, ;| hut ſent An ,embaſly [0 
Claudius, which wonfhim over to their interel, 
and obtained in the end liberty to remain 1n 
Fudea. Theſe very forces became afterwards 
the ſource of the greateſt calamities the ew 
ever felt, the ſeeds of a cruel war; being ſom 
under Florus; and when /e/pafian ſubdued fr- 
dea to his obedience, as we ſhall obſerve in. 
mediately in the ſequel, he drew them out d 
the province. 9 


: The END of the Nineteenth Book of the Antiquities. 
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ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS. 


BOOK THE TWENTIETH. 


Containing the Space of Two and Twenty Years. 


"  GRIPPA being dead, as we have 
obſerved in the toreguing, Claudius 
Ceſar ſent Cofſius Longiuus to ſuC- 
ceed Marſus. The emperor did this 
to honour the memory of the king, who had 
ſeveral times wrote to him in his lite-time, re- 
queſting him to let Mar/us continue no longer 
in che government of Hr.. When adus came 
procurator into Fudea, he found the eπ⁹π who 
dwelt in Perea in a ſedition againſt the PH 
delphiaus, about the fronciers of a village, na- 
med Nias, well ſtocked with men ot great 
courage. The citizens of Peræa, alſo, when 
their principal men knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, took up arms, and flew ſeveral of the Phi- 
—_—_ /::/phians. When Fadus came to hcar theſe 
= tings, he was extremely netted, that they 
bad not reſerved the whole diſpute to be chaſ- 
== tiſcd by him, if they thought the Philade/phions 
bad injured them, but hid unadviſedly run to 
tanke up arms; in conſequence of this, he ap- 
prehended three of the principal ringleaders of 
tha ſedition, and commanded them to be put 
in chains; one of whom, named Aunibas, he 
a !horty aitcrwards ordered to be put to death; 
BS but Aru and Eleazar, the other two, were 
condemned to baniſhment. Tholomens, alſo, the 
> chieftain of the gang, who had done ſeveral 
gcoutrages upon the Jdumeans and Arabians, was 
vos long atter brought bound to him and pu- 
RS cd. Thus by the care and vigilance of Fa- 
ces, dea was cleanſed of robbers. After 
. this he ſummoned the prieſts and elders of the 
ae Hereſolyma, as the emperor had given 
T- him orders,-and admoniſhed them to repoſite in 
= tit caſtle of Antonia, the ſacerdoral veſtment 
adde, which the high-prieſt was only uſed 
= = wear, chat the Romans might have poſſeſſion 
er, as formerly. They had not the courage 
e rac! him; but asked Fadus and Low 
_ O. 44. ü 
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CHAP: L 
The Rupture between the Philadelphians and the Jews. Of the Sacerdotal Stole. 


ginus (who was alſo come to Hieroſolyma, with 
a numerous body of forces, and feared that 
the things Fadus demanded them to perform, 
would drive the Jews to attempt ſome reſolu- 
tion,) to give them liberty firſt to ſend ambaſ- 
ſadors to Rome to Cæſar, to obtain leave of 
keeping the ſacred ſtole in their cuſtody, and 
then to abide till they were certified of the an- 
ſwer Ceſar returned them. They told them, 
they might ſend ambaſſadors, provided the 
would leave in their hands their ſons for hoſ- 
The Fews chearfully liſtening to this 
propoſal, gave them their ſons, and the ambaſ- 
ſadors were immediately diſpatched upon their 
errand, Upon their arrival at Rome, Agrippa 
jliuior, the ſon of the deceaſed king, who then, 
as we have obſerved above, lived with Clau- 
dius Ceſar, coming to be acquainted with the 
occaſion of their journey, went and asked Cæ- 
ar, that he would be pleaſed to grant the pe- 
tition of the Fews, in relation to the ſacred 
ſtole, and remit to Fadus the orders he made 
concerning what they eagerly requeſted. 
Claudius, upon this, having aſſembled the 
ambaſſadors, told them, he granted what they 
had asked, and ordered them to thank Agrippa 
for it; for it was to his interceſſion they were 
indebted, and he had gratified them in their 
requeſt; and, beſide this anſwer he returned 


them, he ſent a letter to Fadus to the follow- 
ing effect: ; 


Claudius Cæſar Germanicus, chief Tribune the 
th time, choſen Conſul the forth time, 
Emperor the tenth time, Father of his country, 
To the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People of the 
Hieroſolymites, and tothe whole nation of the 
Fews, Health : 

wW HEREAS Agrippa, my pupil, whom 

[= # 272 under my care, hath introduced 
6 E to 
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FL Avius Jo 


Fo me your ambaſſadors, who have returned the 


ſence they have Nm care and providence for 


your nation, and veFy much intreated me to let 
Jo preſerve in jour cuftody the ſacred flole and 
the crown. Now I grant you what you have pe- 
titioned me, in conformity to what Vitellius, the 
beſt of men, and my honourable friend, hath done 
before me. I havegratified your requeſt, to which 
I have been induced through my own piety, and 
my intention to let every one worſhip God, accord 
ing to the cuſtom of his country, and my Rnows= 
ledge, that by ſo doing T ſhould gain with king 
Herod, and the younger Ariftobulus,much favour, 
whoſe pions loyalty to me, and kind wiſhes for you, 
T have at heart, and with whom J _ of a a 

riendſhip, they being my moſt honoured friends. 
. 707 250 Ex ＋ Cuſpius adus the 
procurator, about theſe things. And the names 
of thoſe who bring theſe preſents, are, Cornelius, 


SEPHUS Book XX. 


the ſon of Cero; Tryphon, the ſon of They: 
| > dk By the jon of Nathaniel; enen 
ſon of Joannes. Given on the fourth of thy x 
lends of July, in the Conſulſhips of 4 5 
Pompey dylvanus. | 


Beſide this, Herod, brother of the decear d 
Agrippa, who at this time preſided oyer 05% 
cis, petitioned Claudius Cæſar to be veſted 
with the power of the temple, and of the fi 
cred money; and alſo to have liberty to creat 
the high-prieſts; all which he obtained fo 
Cz/ar, and he, and all his poſterity, continu 
in the ſame priviledge till the end of the war 
Herod, having obtained this grant, remoye, 
Cantheras, who was ſo called, from the prief.. 
hood, and was the inſtrument in Placing Foſeph 
the fon of Camus, in his room and dignity, © ' 


CHAT; II. 


In what Manner Helena, Queen of the Adiabenians, and her Son Izates, embraced thy 
Jewiſh Religion; and bow Helena, pon a terrible Famine raging at Hieroſolym, 


diſlributed Corn to the Poor. 


' BOU T the ſame time Helena, queen of 

the Adiabenians, and her ſon IZates, em- 
braced the religion of the Jews, on the follow- 
ing account: Menolagus, king of the Adiabe- 
niaus, ſirnamed Bazus, happened to fall ſo deep- 
ly in love with his ſiſter Helena, that he proceed- 
ed ſo as to marry her; and in the end, got her 
with child. As he ſlept on a time by her, reſt- 
ing his hand upon her belly, he thought, while 
aſleep, he heard a voice, which commanded 
him to take his hand from her belly, for fear 
of doing hurt to the infant ſhe was big with, 


who by the providence of God had a beginning, 
and would be mace happy in a glorious end, - 


He ſeemed in ſome conſuſion at the voice, and 
when the ſon was born, named him Tzates. 
Afonobazus had an elder ſon than he whom he 
had by Helena, and ſome others by other 


wives; but this, as if he had had but one only 


ſon, ſhared all his affections, and that in a 
plain manner. Hence a jealouſy was laid be- 
tween the ſons of the ſame father, and [zates 


became very much hated by the other brothers; 


the enmity grew daily, and every one ſeemed 
in great diſorder at the preference given to [- 
zates by their father. Menobagus was perfect- 
ly acquainted with his ſons proceedings, yet 
forbore puniſhing them, as he knew their ma- 
lice proceeded from no innate cauſe; but 
from a deſire each of them had to love him: 
Having loaded [1zates, (of whom he had great 
apprehenſions of fear, left the hatred to which 
he was expoſed might reduce him to ſome un- 
forſeen accident,) with many preſents, he ſent 
him to Abenerigus, King of the caſtle of SpAH. 
nas, to whom he was deſirous of committing 
his ſon's welfare. Abenerigus received the 
youth with a great deal of trankneſs, and en- 
tertained him with a ſingular affection; and, at 
length, gave him his daughter Samacho in mar- 
riage, with whom he received a portion of a 
province, which brought him a pretty hand- 
ſome income. 


Monobazus being now in an advanced age; 
and perceiving he had not much longer time to 
live, was deſirous to ſee his ſon before he died. 
With this view he ſent for him, and received 
him with open arms, and made him a preſcnt 
of the country of Carras, which is ſo called, 
This region abounds plentifully with the Au- 
mus; and here *tis the relicks of the ark, in 
which Nocahus is reported to have eſcaped the 
deluge, remain, which thoſe perſons who hare 
a mind may yet ſee. This was the country 
in which Tzates abode till death cloſed the eyes 
of his father. The day Monobazns departed 
this life, Helena his queen aſſembled the nobles, 
governors, and other officers of the kingdom. 
Upon their coming, I cannot ſuppoſe, fays ſbe, 
that you are ignorant how my husband's confrail 
defire was, that Izates ſhould be his ſucceſr in 
the kingdom, and how he always thought hin 
wort hy of that honour . Nevertheleſs I w 
your determinations upon this affair; for hill 
is he who receives a kingdom, not from one, bu 
the concurrence of many. She ſpoke to try the 
pulſes of thoſe who were aſſembled. Ihe) 
upon hearing theſe words, as the cuſtom of tic 
country was, firſt paid their reverences to the 
queen, and then ſaid: That they were ready! 
confirm the choice of her husband the king; di 
that they would willingly pay obedience to Ixates 
whom his father, and the wiſhes of e921) indi: 
vidual among them, had jointly preferred tal 
other brothers. After which they added, Tis 
they could wiſh, that his brothers and ure 
lations were put to death, in the firſt place 1% 
cure the kingdom to Izates; for taking * : 
way would effetfually remove all thoſe apple,, 

; ; n but too ju 
ons, which their hatred to him bu Ws 
occaſioned. Helena tothis, returned them t 12 
for the love and duty they expreſſed - un 
but begged them to defer their Putt tg 
ſentence in execution concerning the fu 10 
to death of the brothers, till Ixates came 1 
approved of their reſolution, They WY .., 
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viſed their being put to death, finding the queen 
againſt the ſteps they had reſolved upon, 155 
viſed her then to put them in priſon, ti 15 
came, for her own ſecurity ; and bade her, 1n 
the mean while, appoint ſome perſon, 1n whom 
he could cenfide, guardian of the kingdom. 
Helena was gained over to conſent to this, 


S115, procurator thereof, by placing a 555 TE 
upon his head, and giving him his farher.s 
ring, which was his ſignet, and the Sampſera, 
as they call it; aſter which, | the ordered him 
to take upon him the adminiſtration for them 
„till his brother came. But Bates, having 
heard of the death of his father, was not long 
in coming; upon which Monobaz1s voluntarily 
_ e 06; tits and Bates ſucceeded 
he kingdom. | 

a 7 While e reſided at the caſtle of H- 
54, a Jewiſh merchant named Ananias, who 

: had liberty of going into the houſe where the 
king's women were kept, inſtructed them 1n 
the religion of God, which the Fewws practice 
in their country. As ſoon as Ig es came to 
RE hear of this procedure, he was drawn in to 
embrace the ſame opinion; and Anantas, 
RE with many intreatics and importunities, waited 
— upon him, when his father called him to 
* Aadiebene, It happened, alſo, that Helena 
having received inſtructions from another Jew, 
EX embraced the ſame tenets. When [zates, up- 
on the kingdom's devolving upon him, came 
to Aliebene, and faw his brothers in priſon, 
and his other relations confined, he was ex- 
tremely uneaſy at the ſteps which had been 
taken, and thinking it an equal injuſtice either 
to put them to death, or keep them any long- 
er in confinement; and eſteeming it ot as bad 
conſequence not to guard them who bore in 
remembrance the injuries done them, he ſent 
ſome of them with their children to Rome to 
Claudius Ceſar as hoſtages, and others to 
Artabanns the Parthian, on the ſame account. 
T3 Izates finding his mother pleaſed with the 

rites and cuſtoms of the Jews, haſtened to be 
SE thoroughly initiated into them himſelf. And 
WE imagining he was not a complete Few *till he 
Ez was circumciſed, he prepared to undergo it. 
But his mother coming to hear his intention, 
WE ſhe endeavoured to diſſuade him from it, by 
telling him he was going to heap deſtruction 
upon his head; % t he was a king, it was 
rene, but he would very much alienate the af 


* 
4a 4. 


Lame to hear he affetted the cuftoms of rangers, 


eie were ſo foreign to his own, and that they 
ond by no means ſuffer one who was a Jew to 
e king over them. Theſe words in ſome mea- 
ſure refrained him from his purpoſe. [zates went 
and communicated what his mother had ſaid to 
Mianias, who approving of her advice, but 
WEthreatening to leave him if he did not comply 
Vith his requeſt, departed fron him, for he 
rold him, He was afraid, left, upon the affairs 
e divulged and made known, he ſhould be 
cd to an account for it, as one who adviſed 
in toit, and inſtructed him in a büſineſs which 
es not to his honour or reputation; and added, 
ct he might worſhip God without circumciſion, 
eas but reſolved to follow the j1141 duties 
% the Jewiſh infitutions preſcribed ; for 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ad- 


and conſtituted the eldeſt ſon, named Monoba- 


473 
that was a more material thing to the ſews 
than circumciſion. And when he acquainted 
the king that God would pardon him, ſup- 
poſing he did not perform thei thing, as being 
obliged by neceſſity to the contrary, and the 
danger he feared from his ſubjects; he was 
induced to yield to him. But not long after, 
when ſtill his deſire of being circumciſed re- 
mained within him, another Few came out of 
Galilee, named Eleazarus, who was reckoned 
a very profound man in the knowledge of the 
laws of his country, and who forced the king 
to finiſh what he had deſired ; happening one 
time to go to him to compliment him, he 
found him reading the laws of Afoy/es; upon 
which, © You do not know, /aid he, the injury 
you both do the law, and God himſelf ; it is 
© not ſufficient that you read the law, but you 
© are firſt to comply with the things preſcribed 
in it. How long then will you remain in un- 
circumciſion? if you have not peruſed the law 
* that enjoins circumciſion yet, now read it, that 
you may know to what impiety you expoſe 
© yourſelt.* When the king heard this, he defer- 
red the affair no longer; but withdrawing into 
another chamber, and ſending for a phylician, 
he performed the command given him ; and then 
ſending for his mother and Ananias his precep- 
tor, he acquainted them, that what he had 
withed was performed, They were immediate- 
ly ſeized with aſtoniſhment and fear, leſt, if 
the report of it got amongſt the people, he 
ſhould incur any danger of loſing his kingdom, 
his ſubjects never being likely to ſuffer, that a 
perſon ſhould reign over them, who affected 
to follow the cuſtoms which obtained place a- 
mongſt other nations; and leſt they ſhould be 
expoſed to ſome difficulties, as if the fault was 
to be laid to their parts. But God guarded 
againſt thoſe events of which they were ſo ter- 
ribly afraid; for Jzates (though encompaſſed 
round with misfortunes) and his children were 
preſerved in the greateſt ſecurity, God provi- 
ding a way of fatety for them in the greateſt 
diſtreſſes, and ſhewing that thoſe who looked 
towards him, and put their confidence in him 
alone, were never deprived of the fruits of 
their picty, But of theſe matters we will 
ipeak ſomething in the ſequel. 

When Helena, the mother of the king, ſaw 
every thing in the kingdom in a profound ſtate 
of peace, her ſon happy, and, through the pro- 
vidence of God, admired by all foreigners, ſhe 
was moved with a deſire of taking a journey 
to Hieroſolyma, and there pay her adoration in 
the temple of God, which was ſo univerſally 
celebrated, and offer up ſacrifices by way of 
return of thanks, for the bleſſings that attended 
her family; to this end, ſhe begged her ſon 
to permut her to go thither. He, with a great 
deal of alacrity, granted his mother's requeſt ; 
and to make her journey the more complete, 
made great preparations for it, and furniſhed 
her with a large ſum of money; upon which 
ſhe went to the city of Hiero/o/yma, attended 
by her ſon a good way in her journey. No- 
thing could be more ſeaſonable to the Hiero- 
ſolymites than her arrival; for a terrible fa- 
mine at that time oppreſſing the city, and 
great numbers periſhing for want of provi- 
lons, queen Helena ſent ſome of her people 


to 
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Cyprus to purchaſe dried figs. Upon their 
return, which they performed with wondertul 
expedition, ſhe diſtributed the provifions a- 
mong the poor and neceſſitous; and from the 
extenſive liberality ſhe gave proofs of, ſhe 
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to Alexandria to buy up corn, and others to 


Book XIx 
left a glorious character throughout f 
nation. Beſide, when Tzates came to hear of th 
famine, he ſent conſiderable ſums of mone y 
the principal Hiero/o/ymites. But the liben, 
lities of theſe cities, which they extended . 
our city, we will treat of in the ſequel, 4 


all our 


CHAP. II 


How Artabanus, King of the Parthians, apprehending their treacherous Deſions, with. 
drew to Izates; who, by his Affiſtance, was el to his kingdom : And hom 


Bardanes his Son proclaimed War againſt Izates. 


RTABANUS, king of the Parthians, 


A underſtanding plots were contriving a- 


gainſt him by his governors, and thinking it 
unſate to ſtay any longer among them, re- 
ſolved to withdraw to {zates, with a deſign 
to find a way from him that might be to his 
advantage, and, if poſſible, a return into his 
kingdom. In conſequence of this reſolution, ho 
went to him, carrying in his train about a 
thouſand perſons of his relations and domeſ- 
ticks, and in his journey, happened to meet 
IZates, whom he knew very well, but was 
himſelf unknown to him. Upon coming nearer 
him, he firſt complimented him, after the prac- 
tice of his country, and then ſaid, O king, do 
not deſpiſe one who is your ſervant, neither re- 
ject one who is your ſuppliant ; the change of 
Fortune hath caſt me down; and from the dig- 
nity of a king, I am fallen to the condition of a 
private man, and am come to implore your 4 
fiftance; reflect then on the inſtability of fortune, 
and think that your own ſafety depends equally 
upon me, as yourſelf ; for if you ſuffer me to live 
 unreveuged, then great numbers more will ſhew 
their inſolence, towards other kings. He uttered 
theſe words with tears in his eyes, and a 
dejected countenance. [zates, as ſoon as he 
heard his name mentioned, and ſaw Artabanus 
ſtanding before him in a ſuppliant manner, 
leapt from his horſe; And be of good cheer, 
ſaid he, O king, and do not be dejected at jour 
unfortunate condition, as if no remedy could be 
put to it, for your ſorrow ſhall ſoon have a 
change, and yu fhall find a better friend and ally 
than perhaps you could hope for; for I will 
either carry you back into the Parthian king- 
dom, or give you mine. 
Thus ſaying, he lifted Artabauus upon his 
horſe, and followed after on foot, giving him 
this mark of honour, as if he bad been the 
reater king. When Artabanus ſaw this, he 
8 uneaſy, and ſwore by his then unhap- 
py condition and honour, unleſs he mounted his 
horſe again and lead the way, he would diſ- 
mount. Upon this, willing to humour him, 
he jumped up on horſe- back, and having con- 
ducted him to his palace, he conferred all 
poſſible honour upon him, and allowed him 
the principal place at all bis entertainments 
and aſſemblies, regarding not his preſent con- 
dition, but his former dignity, and reſlecting 
in his mind how common it was, for every per- 
ſon, one time or other, to be expoſed to ad- 
verſe fortune. In fine, he wrote a letter to 
the Parthians, in which he adviſed them to 
receive Artabanus, giving them his word and 


honour, and confirming the ſame by an gay 
4 


Whatſoever 
| | and promiſing them 
to be his ſecurity for performance of the ſane 


that he ſhould bury in oblivion 
had been done and paſt, 


The Farthians returned anſwer, and ſaid, the 


were not againſt his coming back, but they had 


not the power to let him, as the kingdom was 
entruſted to another, (for one named Cinnamy; 
had took upon him the kingdom,) and Bah 
apprehenſive, ſhould they do fo, a ſedition 
might ariſe. This reſolution of theit's coming 
to the ears of Cinnamus, he ſent a letter to 
Artabanus, (having been his pupil, and oe 
who was of a meek and ſincere diſpoſition) in 
which he bade him rely on the aſſurance he 
gave him, and come and take the kingdom 
from him. In conſequence of this, Artabanus, 
wholly relying on the promiſes made him by 
Cinnamus, returned. Cinnamus, in the mean 
time, came out to meet him, and, having 
complimented and ſaluted him by the name ot 
king, he took the diadem from his own head, 
and placed it upon his. 

1 hus was Artabanas, by the aſſiſtance oi 
Hates, reſtored to his kingdom, out of which 
he had been before expelled by his own ſub- 
jects. Notwithſtanding this change, he vas 
not unmindful of the ſervices Ixates had die 
him; but made him a recompence, by conterring 
the greateſt honours in his power upon him; 
for he permitted him to wear an upright 7:1, 
and to ſieep in a golden bed, honours ol 
granted to the Parthian kings; and beſides, li 
made him a preſent of a large and ruitul 


country, which he took from the kingdomil 


Armenia. The region was called N;jjbis, and 
the Macedonians formerly built in it the ci 
of Antioch, which they called J4gdonia. And 
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theſe were the honours the king of the T. Wet 


thians conferred upon [zates. 


It was not long after this, before Artalm he 


died, leaving his ſon Bardancs his ſucceſſor 
the kingdom; who went to [zates, and adviſed 
him to enter into an alliance with him, 
auxiliaries, and join with him in a war eg 


the Romans. However, he could not induce hs . 
to make the league with him; for Laas vo"; py 


. 6 
well acquainted with the power and ſuccels* Bt 
to attempt] 

Þ . 4 A * - «'f Be-. 
things which would be impraticable in - 'Y 
conſequences. Beſide, as he had five 1015, "= 
| ſent to. learn df 
diſciplu 
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the Romans, thought he was going 


whom he had 


all young, | | 
and be initiated into the 


language, 
and cuſtoms of our country, an 
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active to undertake an expedition - and there- 
fore uſed his endeavours to hinder Bardanes 
from his reſolution, by frequently telling him 
of the forces of the Romans, and the actions 
they had performed; ſuch a detail might deter 
him from his attempt, and cool his ardent de- 
ire of engaging in a war. But the Parthian 
king was irritated at mentioning theſe things, 
and preſently denounced war againſt Tzates. 
But the expedition he made againſt him prov'd 
or no manner ot advantage; for God render'd 
abortixe all the hopes he had framed to him- 


DNOBAZUS, brother of the king, 
/ and the other relations, ſeeing 

through his piety to God, ſurrounded with the 
greateſt happinels, were moved with a deſire of 
rclinquiſhing the cultoms and ries of their 
country, and conforming to the government ot 
the foros, Bur they were ſoon difcovered in 
what they did, and the grandees of the king- 
dom were heinouſly offended at them: How- 


OE eee EL or I CO BEL IR EG, oa 3 x ä 
JJ. ĩrĩi7? d . e I OG rt 2h 125 
N s 3 C Eng 5 5 a ra nt SD r N 
5 whe; 22320000 an TEES * BS <5 „r "OIL IET ELL TI EN AT IWR9s Pry "ST a 
* 3 * 2 2 3 = * ä 8 . 


E. dn RT SES R N 
8 ö K r £ wy 


2 „ 
V 
1 4 3 3 4 eo) _ 2 


erer they concealed, as much as poſſible, their 
indiguatjon, and waited only for an opportu- 
bo nity, which they withed tor, to puniſh them. 


With this view they wrote a letter to the king 
of the Arabiaus, in which they promiſed to 
| give him a large ſum of money, if he would 
make an expedition againſt their King, and aſ- 
ſuted him they would abandon him on the firſt 
attack; for it was their reſolution to revenge 
themſelves upon him ior contemning the cuſtoms 
of his country ; and having bound one another 
with a firm oath, they begged him not to pro— 
long the time. The Aralian readily came in— 
to the agreement, aud having muſter'd up a 
good body of forces, ſet forward upon his 
march. Upon the firſt attack of both armies, 
before they came to cloſe in, every one, as 
it had been agreed, abandoned [zates; and, as 
it they had been ſeized with a pannic fear, turn- 
ed their backs upon their enemies, and ſcower- 
a off. This procedure did not, however, diſ- 
hearten [zates ; but, knowing he was betray' d 
by his nobles, he withdrew into his camp, and 
WR baving enquired into the reaſon or their flight, 
aud finding they had entered into an agree- 
ment with the Arabian king, he punithed the 
authors of the treachery ; and the next day en- 
gaging the enemy again, he put a great many 
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to the fword, and obliged the reſt to throw 
ited Wrhemſelves into a precipitate flight. He gave 
ley chacc to the king, and torced him into a caſtle, 


Ewhich was called Arſamus, which he vigo- 
ouſiy aſſaulted, and in the concluſion took it 
denn ſtorm; and, taking all the ſpoil he found in 
els = af which was very conſiderable, he march'd 
back into Adiebene, without having had the ſa- 


92 csdkaction of taking Aias alive, who finding 
; Mo imſelt hemmed in with the enemy on every 


de, put an end. to his life with his own hand. 
I 1X grandees of the Adicbeniaus being thus 
trated in their firſt attempts, and put, by 
1 44 ; 3+? 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


How the Arabians made War upon Izates, 1 5 
Nm how IZates, by the Providence of God, eſcap ed out o n 


Sate, 


481 
ſelf: For the Parthians, when they found what 
the intentions of Bardanes were, and that he 
had reſolved to carry the war againſt the Ro- 
mans, took him out of the way, and placed his 
brother Gotarzus in the kingdom; and this 
prince, not long after, had the misfortune to 
loſe his life by treachery. Vologeſes, his bro- 
ther, ſucceeded him, who committed all his do- 
"minions to his other two brothers, born with 
him of the ſame father, giving Media to Pa- 
corts, his eldeſt brother, and Armenia to Tiri- 
dates the younger. 
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rom the Treachery of his Subjeds, and 


the aſſiſtance of God, into the hands of their 
king, could not, however, remain quiet, bar 
wrote a ſecond time to Vologeſes, then king of 
the Parthians, and in their letter, begged 
him to put [zates to death, and place over 
them any other king who was a Parthian ; 
for they ſuggeſted they could not but hate 
their preſent king, who had abrogated the 
laws of his country, and was attached to the 
cuſtoms of ſtrangers. The Parthian, upon 
this report, was animated to undertake a war, 
but finding he bad no juſt pretence on which 
to ground a falling out with him, he ſent to 
have reſtored him the honours his father had 
inveſted him with, and on his refuſal to return 
them, he denounced war againſt him. [zates 
hearing this, was extremely perplexed in his 
mind, and ſuppoſed his honour was concern- 
ed, ſhould he depart from what had been 
made him as a preſent, and that, ſhould 
he do fo, he ſhould be taxed with having 
complied to it through cowardice, Upon 
conſultation, he found the Parthian would 
continue ſtill reſtleſs after he had received 
back the honours ; and therefore he was re- 
ſolved to commit himſelf to the providence of 
God ia this difficulty, thinking him the moſt 
able to defend and protect him: With this 
view, he ſhut up his children and wives in 
a certain caſtle which was well fortified, and 
ſtored the place with a ſufficient quantity of 
proviſions, and then laid waite all the hay and 
torage round about with fire. Having put 
things into this poſture, he waited the approach 
of the enemy. 'The Parthian, with a nume- 
rous body of foot and horſe, happening to ap- 
pear ſooner than was believed (having made 
long marches, and incamped near the river 
which parts Adiel ene from Media ;) Izotes al- 
ſo pitched his tents not at a great diſtance 
from him, having collected together about ſix 
thouſand men. While things remained in this 
ſituation, a meſſenger ſent from the Parthian 


came to [zates, and gave him a detail of the 


exceeding forces and ſtrength of his maſter, 
and the extent of his dominions (which reached 
from the river Enphrates, to the tronticrs of 
the Barbarians) and added the number of 
Kings who were his vaſſals ; threatening, in the 
concluſion, that he would certainly be puniſhed 
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THIk I 48% Fravivs JoSrrmvs Book XX. 
IHR for his-ingratitude to his lord, and that the God, And thus did T24tes, by the providetice of God : 
4 1:3 whom he adored, would not be able to fnatch eſcape the menaces of the Parthian king * 
TRIS | him out of his hands. The meſſenger having Not long after this (having paſt the fifty fl 
TOW delivered himſelf in this arrogant manner, Isa. yeat of his age, and being in rhe foutth year of 
| +1} tes told him, he knew the power of the Par- his 0 J aid his laſt debt to nature) kati 
1174 thians was vaſtly ſuperior to his, but was cet- behind him tour and twenty ſons, and four in 
T9181 tain, that the God he adored was above all twenty daughters: But, before his death, he 
Lal by mankind ; and having teturned this anſwer, he gave expteſs orders to Monobazus to aſſert ji, Mi 
13490 Þ turned himſelf to beleech God, and throwing tight to the ſucceſſion of the kingdom; * Fl 
1794 himſelf proſtrate upon the ground, and cover- deſirous to gratity him with this favour for 
1 ing his head with aſhes, he burſt out in this the vigllance he had uſed in preſerving E 
1 ejaculation: © O Lord, who haſt dominion kingdom for him, at ſuch time as he retarney ME 
+18 « over all things, if I have not in vain devoted home after the deceaſe of his father, Why I 
148h c myſelf to thy goodneſs, but have worthily Helena, his mother, received intelligence of her 
— 194 « accounted thee the only and chief Lord of ſon's death, ſhe ſeemed extremely afflidted 8 
1 « all things, come to my aſſiſtance now ! not was very probable for a mother who was 4 
4 © ſo much to revenge my enemies for my ſake, wow of a very dutiful and religious fon 
t:Þ 1 as becauſe they have preſumed to extol them- However, ſhe conceived ſome ſatisfaction, whe, 
1 « ſelves againſt thy power, and have not been ſhe heard that the ſucceſſion was devolved Upon 
13440 c afraid to let looſe their boaſting language her elder ſon ; and, in conſequence of It, made 
T3438 © againſt thee.” Thus, with a flood of tears, all the haſte ſhe could to him : But upon her 
198 and deep lamentation, he ſupplicated God, return to Adiabene, ſhe ſurvived her ſon Izates 
$3610 who from heaven heard his petition ; for that not long. Menolazus took the bones of his 
TE 0 very hour Vologeſes received a letter, in which mother, and of his brother, and ſent them ta 
1 was wrote, That the Dalnæ and Szce, in Hieroſolyma, where he ordered them to be in. g 
1111 © contempt of his authority, now he was ab- terred in the pyramids, which were in number : 
. © ſent, had, with a numerous body of forces, three, three furlongs diſtant from the city, and 5 
4 .3k bh © made an expedition, and laid waſte Parthia erected at the charge of his mother. But ye 5 
PB. FR * with their depredations.” This terrifying ſhall have an opportunity in the ſequel to ſpeak ? 
LS! him, he drew up his army, and returned with- of the actions performed by Monobazus in the : 
1 out effecting any thing of u hat he came about. courſe of his life. . | : 
& | || n A F.-Y. : 
USL 36 Of Theudas, and the Sons of Judas Galilæus, and what Kind of Calamity affifi : 
FTE I the Jews on the Day of their Paſſover. . 
n HILE Fadus continued procurator of buted it among the poor and neceſſitous, as . 
1 Judea, one Thendas, a fortune-tel- I have obſerved a little before. Add ty 2 
. ler, perſuaded a numerous company of perſons this, the ſons of Judas Galileus were put v 4 
. to collect their effects together, and to follow death, for perſuading the people to a revolt - 
228 him, as their captain, as far as the river Fordan; while Quirinus was making a cenſe in Jade, 5 
i for he told them he was a prophet, and by the as we have mentioned in the foregoing ; thele 0 
TW: 12 command of his voice could part the waves of were Facob and Simeon, who, by command o Wm 
<4 Fordon, and make a clear paſſage open itſelf to Alexander, loſt their lives upon a croſs. Hr „ 
RR be let them paſs through; by which ſpeeches he rod, king of Ghalcis, deprived. Foſeph, the u 
it 4” deluded a great many. Fadus, however, watch- of Camydus, of the prieſthood, and beitovel Bp 
1 ed their motions, and reſtrained them from pur- the dignity upon Ananias, the ſon of Nebed eus 
. ſuing their mad courſe, by ſending a troop of Liberius Alexander was ſucceeded by (uns- I 
3377: BY horſemen after their heels, which falling unex- nus; and Herod, brother of king Agrippa tie = 
1 pectedly upon them put many of them to the Great, paid his laſt debt to nature, in tit 5 
1 word, and took others priſoners. Theudas fourth year of Claudius's empire, leaving be. Bee 
A himſelf was taken captive, his head cut off, hind him three ſons : Ariſtobulus, whom be had 3 
1 and ſent to Hieroſolyma. Theſe are the moſt by his firſt wife Mariamne, and Berviciais We 
CRY material actions which fell out in Judea, du- and Hyrcanus, whom he had by Berenice, de We 
54437: ring the govornment of Cu/pius Fadus, the pro- daughter of his brother. Claudius Ceſar us wy 
N curator. his kingdom to the younger Agrippn. 
n Fadus was ſucceeded by Tiberius Alexander, A —— * was blown up in Hierd0)"4 Bf 
STS {| who was ſon of that Alexander who was Ala- while Cumanus governed Judea, which vs 
+ WEN barcha of Alexandria, and the moſt eminent attended with fatal conſequences to a gn 
Nee perſon of his time in that city, both for birth number of Fews. But I will firſt lay open tte = 
4206 18 and riches ; and who gave, by his great piety to cauſe of what afterwards happened: Ti | 
1444 God, a fine example to his ſon Alexander ; but feſtival of the paſſover falling out to be ct my 
e he could not remain in the inſtitutions and brated (at which time it is a cuſtom with ® # 
1444 morals his father had inſtructed him in. It nation to eat no manner of fermented bes 
ii happened, under the government of theſe pro- and a great concourſe from all parts fan, 
Hit 4 curators, that a terrible famine afflicted Fudea, aflemble to celebrate it) Cumanus, approvene 
A when queen Helena, with a great ſum of ing ſome diſturbance might ariſe, orderes 
may money bought corn out of gypt, and diftri= cohort of ſoldiers to take their _— 
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Book XX. 

and by the porticos of the temple to hinder 
= 455 chat might happen: Ihis was 4s 
more than what had been uſually done by ſe- 
veral other procurators of Fudea before Cu- 
mans, when this ſolemnity was on foot. On 
the fourth day of the teſtival, one of the 


ſoldiers expoſed openly his naked genitals, 


the fight of which being full in the eyes of a 
great many perſons, they ſeemed in a violent 
rage, and exclaimed, that the affront was not 
to be born with, and that they were not ſo 
much abuſed by it as God, who was hent- 
ouſly diſhonoured. Some among them, of a 


more daring mind, reproached Cumanus, and 


told him he had fuborned a ſaucy fellow in 
the action. Cumanus hearing this, was irrita- 
ted at the reproach given him; notwithſtand- 
ing which, he begged them to refrain from any 
deſire of making a tumult, or ſtirring up a 


ſedition, while the ſolemnity was celebrating. 


Bur finding his exhortations had no effect upon 
them, and that, on the contrary, they grew 
the more ſcurtilous and abuſive, he ordered 
all the ſoldiers to withdraw into Autonia, a 
caſtle, as we have obſerved before, looking 
over the temple. The multitude, ſeeing the 
body of ſoldiers advance, were ſtrack with a 
pannic fear, and threw themſelves into a diſ- 
ordered flight; but the paſſage being very nar- 
row, and the enemy ſeeming ar their heels, they 
joſtled one another as they ſtrove to eſcape, 
and by their exceſſive ſqueezing, proved the 
occaſion of killing ſeveral of their number, 
Twenty thouſand were reckoned to have loſt 
their lives in this tumult: Thus the paſchal ſo- 
lemnity was converted into a ſcene of lamen- 
ration and mourning, and every one, unmind- 
ful of ſacrifices or orations, abandoned him- 
ſelf to grief and forrow ; and thus, for the 


A happened now to break out 
between the Fews and Samaritans on 
the tollowing account; it was cuſtomary for 
the Galileans, at ſuch times as they went to 
Hieroſolyma, againſt any ſolemn day, to take 
their rout through the country of Samaria. It 
happened, as they were upon their journey, 


come of the inhabitants of a village, named 


him to puniſh the 


Tinea, ſtanding upon the confines of Samaria 
and the great plain, fell upon them, and flew 
ſeveral of their body upon the ſpot. The prin- 


5 | Cipal of the Galileans coming to hear of this 


procedure, went to Cumanus, and begged 


deen lain. But he having received a conſider- 


ERS gave no ear to the other's 

: = Galileans, findin 
= ſperated, 

Fes to take up arms, 


able preſent of money from the Samaritans 
was won over to eſpouſe their cauſe, an 

g complaints. The 
g this, were very much ex- 
and animated the people of the 
and defend their liber- 


es; remonſtrating, that ſlavery of itſelf was 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


. 


How a Sedition broke out between the Jews and Samaritans; and how Claudius res- 
minated the Difference. 


deaths of thofe who had 


ſhameleſs behaviour of one man, ſo many thou- 
fands of the Fews had this melancholly exit. 

But this calamity was ſcarcely ended before 
another misfortune followed it; fome of thoſe 


who irched with a deſire of-ditturbing the peace, 


happening to meet (in a publick road, about 


one hundred furlongs from the city) Stephanus, 


one of Cæſar's ſervants, as he was travelling, 
they fell upon him like ſo many robbers, and 
ſtript him of every thing he had about him: 
This procedure coming to the ears of Camanus, 
he preſently ſent a detachment of ſoldiers, with 
orders to ravage the villages that lay contigu- 
ous to the place where the robbery had been 
committed, and to apprehend the principal in- 
habitants, and bring them bound in chains to him. 
In conſequence of this, a terrible havock enſued, 
and one of the ſoldiers happening to find the 
moyſaical laws, which had been repoſited in 
one of the villages, tore them in pieces in the 
ſight of all; which prophane act was attended 
alſo with a great many inſults and jears upon 
them: The Fews, coming to hear of this, aſſem- 
bled together in a numerous body, and went 
down to Cz/area, where Cumanus then reſided, 
and there very earneſtly begged him he would 
vindicate, not them, but God, whoſe laws had 
been ſo villainouſly diſhonoured ; for they would 
{pill the laſt drop of their blood ſooner than 
be ſpectators of ſuch enormous abuſes put up- 
on the laws of their country: Cumanus, ap- 
prehending from theſe words the people might 
again be induced to raiſe a commotion, in obe- 
dience to the advice his friends gave him, cut 
off the head of the ſoldier who had diſhonour- 
ed the laws, and by that means appeaſed a 
tumult, which was on the point of blazing out 
again. 


VI. 


very bitter; but when injuries and inſults 
were added to it, then it was intolerable. 
The magiſtrates, upon this, endeavoured to 
take meaſures to appeaſe and ſoften them, and 
8 them to induce Cumanus to in- 
ict a juſt puniſhment upon the authors of the 
murthers that had been committed. All this 
was ineffectual, and they gave no manner of 
car to their remonſtrances ; but taking inſtant- 
ly up arms, and ſummoning to their aſſiſtance 
Eleazarus, the ſon of Duneus, who had been 
a robber ſeveral years, and lived in the faſt- 
neſſes of the mountains, they went and ran- 
ſacked ſome villages which belonged to the 
Samarians, and then laid them in aſhes. This 
affair coming to be told Cymanus, he took up 


a company of Sebaftas, with four cohorts of 


foot, and a body of Samaritans in arms, and 
marched with them againſt the Fews, ro whom 
he gave chace, and flew ſome, and took others 
priſoners alive. Thoſe Fews reſiding at Hie- 
ro/olyma, who were principally diſtinguiſhed 
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484 
by their birth and honour, ſeeing to what a 
melancholy and lamentable ſtate things were 
reduced, cloathed themſelves in ſackcloth, and 
covered their heads with aſhes, and every 
way prayed and begged the diſturbets of the 
government (ſetting before them their ruined 
country, their temple formerly laid in athes, 
and they with their wives and children carried 
into ſlavery) that they woula change their reſo- 
lation, and, throwing away their arms, remain 
quiet for the time to coine, and return each 
of them to their ſeveral homes. Theſe words 
had the deſired effect, and they immediately 
diſperſed themielves. But the robbers again 
withdrew into their faſtnefles, and trom this 
time all Fudea continued unmoleſted from 
them. | | 
Bur ſome of the chief Yamarit ans not con- 
tent with this, went to Namidins Ouadratts, 
who was governor of Syria, and then reſided 
at Tyre, and accuſed the Fews with having 
pillaged their villages, and fer fire to them, 
and, © It is not ſo much trouble to us, ſaid they, 
© the misfortune we have ſuſtained, as the con- 
* tempt put upon the Roman, to whom, as 
« judges, if they were any ways injured or pre- 
« judiced, they ought rather to make their com- 
© plajnts, than ofter, «s it tncy lived under no 
© ſubjection to the Roman government, to con- 
© tiffme their incurſions ; and that was the rea- 
© ſon of their coming beiore him, to obtain a 
* ſut.able recompence for rhe injuries they had 
© ſuffered, and to which they had been expo- 
c ſed.“ This was the plan of the accuſation the 


— 


Samaritans preferred againſt the Fews, who, on 


been corrupted by bribes which they had given 
him, for which he had concealed and diflembled 
the authors of the perſons being flain, who 
had periiked, .0n2aratas, being thus acquaint- 
ed with the affair, differed giving any judg- 
ment, faying, he would pronounce ſentence up- 
on the affair when he came into Fadea, and 
had looked more narrowly and cautiouſly into 
the proceedings; thus, without effecting any 
thing of the buſineſs they came about, they 
were obliged to return, It was not long after 
this, before Had adratus came to Samara, 
where having ſcarched into the whole buſineſs, 
he was ready to pronounce ſentence, and de- 
clare that the $a;naritans were the actual per- 
tons who ought to be accuſed. But coming 
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to hear that ſome Fews had been ende 


orders to the principal Samaritans and: 


— 


. aVOur 
to foment a freſh diſturbance, and thar Gun. 
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aus had taken them, he crucified them 

going thence to a village which was OO 
Lydda, not inferior to many in reſpe& of 
magnitude, as he was ſitting on his tribung 


and hearing the trial of the Samaritgy, : 
* 


certain man of their nation ſtept up and told 


him, that a certain Few, named Dorty; and 
ſome others with him, who were conttany 
deſiring to make ſome change in the govert 
ment, about four in number, had ollie 
the people to revolt from the Romans, 95 
drains finding this, ordered the men to bo a 
inſtantly to death; and ſent Anayins 
high- prieſt, and A#nanrs the governor of tj, 
temple, bound to Rowe, to give an account | 
their actions to Clandins Cæſar; and ally Care 


Fes 


and to Cymanits the procurator, and to C., 
bj 


who was a tribune, to depart for Italy to the 


emperor, and abide to his award, which he 


ſhould make in the diſpute they had with ce 
another. Mean while, he, fearing the Jews 
might attempt ſome innovation, went to a. 
ſolyma, which he found very peaceable and Quiet 
and then celebrating a ſolemn ſeflival, This 
calm proſpect made him belicve things would 
remain as he iound them, upon which he let 
Hieroſolyma, and withdrew to Anticch. 


Cumanus, and the Samaritan nobles who had 


been ſent to Rome,. obtained from the empaot 


a fixt day to hear and determine of their difte. 
rences. Cæſar's freedmen, and other friends, 
{tickled hotly for the Samaritans, who had cer- 
tainly got the better of the Jews, if the younger 
Agrippa, who was then at Rowe, upon hearing 
that the Few/b elders were reduced to great 
ſtreights, had not interceeded very much ith 
Agrippa, the emperor's wite, to perſuade her 
husband, when the cauſe came to a hearing, 
to puniſh the authors of the revolt according is 
ſhould ſeem beſt to his own juſtice: a 
upon this, being prepared and wrought upon 
betore-hand, having heard what each party i 
to ſay in its vindication, and finding that the 
Samaritans had been the real authors of tix 
late miſchiefs, commanded thoſe who were come 
before him to be put to death, and condemoe! 
Cumanus to be banithed, and Cæler the tripune 
to be carried back to Hieroſolyma, and there 
conveyed publickly through the ſtreets; and 
then to loſe his lite. . 


„„ 1 1 
Felix becomes Procurator of Judea, Of the younger Agrippa and his Siſters, 


LAUDIUS, after this, ſent into Fu - 
dea Felix, the brother of Paleas, to govern 
the affairs of that country, and when he had 
himſelf reigned over the empire tull twelve 
years, he preſented Arippa with Philip's te- 


trarchate, and Batamea, and augmented his 


dominions with Traconitis and Avila, (which 
was the tetrarchate of Ly/2n:a5) but he took 
from him Chalcis, after he had held it four 
years. After Agrippa had received thele ſe- 


veral conſiderable giſts, at the time be cal. 
ſented to be circumciſed, he gave his fler 
Driiſilla in matrimony to Asia, king d 
the Emeſians; Epiphanes, ſon of king An ib 
having rejected the match, and relinquiſbeche. 
becauſe he would not embrace the Jewijo K 
ligion, though he had made his promiſe to 
lady's father formerly ſo to do. Beſide * 
he married Mariamue to Archelaus, the ; 
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of Heleias, ro whom ſhe had been affianced 
before by Agrippa, and from this couple was 
born a daughter named Berenice. 

Bur it was not long before the marriage be- 
tween Azizus and Druſilla was diſſolved upon 
the tollowing cauſe. Felix, who at this time 
governed Fidea, happening ro caſt his eyes 
upon Driſilia, who excelled moſt women in a 
delicate face, fell in love with her; upon this 
he ſent to her one of his friends named Simon, 
a 7ew, and by nation a Cypriot, who pretended 
to be a magician, in order to perſuade her to 
leave her husband and marry him, and promiſing 
to make her happy, if ſhe would not deſpiſe 
him: She, little conſidering what ſhe was about, 
and willing to eſcape the envy of her ſiſter Be- 
reice, who, on account of her beauty, had done 
her ſeveral piques and ill turns, in order to act 
contrary to the laws of her country, and marry 
Felix, ſuffered herſelf to be perſuaded by him, 
and having a ſon from him, ſhe called his name 
Arrippa. But how this young man with this 
woman periſhed in an eruption of mount Veſu- 
9 in the time ot Titus Cz/ar, I will make 
mention in the ſequel. 


* 
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. he committed. 
* curators of Judea. 


1 LAUDIUS Cæſar died after he had held 
VE. «0 the empire thirteen years, eight months, 
EE and twenty days, being taken out of the world 
| by poiſon, or, according to the account of ſome, 
by his wife Agrippina. This woman's father 
ER was Germanicus, the brother of Ce/ar, and her 
= firit husband was called Domitins Anobarbus, 
bol an illuſtrious family at Rowe ; when he died, 
and ſhe had been a widow ſome time, Claudius 
took her in marriage, and a ſon of her's named 
Domitius was brought into the family : He had 
before taken out of the way Meſſalima, on ac- 
count of her jealouſy, of whom he had two 
children called Britannicus and Oftavia, who 
had thar name given by Cz/ar, after he had 
adopted him for his ſon. 

Agrippa, apprehending that when Britanni- 
c1s came at age his father would confer the 
empire upon him, and deſiring to be before 
hand with it for her own ſon, it is reported, 
prepared thoſe things, which put an end to his 
lite, and then ſent Burrhus the general of the 
army immediately with the tribunes and freed- 
men, who had great authority, to carry Nero to 
W te pretorian camp, and proclaim him emperor. 
ere, thus having obtained the empire, pri- 

= vately poiſoned Britannicus, and not long after 


= th this uſage, who was nor only his mother, 

but who, by her artifice, had placed him in the 

= <vpire. Beſide this, he put to death his wife 
ava, and ſeveral illuſtrious men of Rome, 
bit they had actually conſpired againſt him. 
But 1 paſs by theſe things, to ſpeak of more 
WE g<ncral occurrences ; for ſeveral hiſtorians have 
rranſmitted accounts of Nero's actions in their 
44 „ 
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== opcnly ſtabbed his mother, whom he repaid 


Berenice, after the death of Herod (who was 
both her husband and her uncle) having remain- 
ed a widow a conſiderable time, and. a- report 
being handed about, that ſhe had had criminal 
acquaintance with her brother, perſuaded Pole- 
mon, who was then king of Cilicia, to circum- 
ciſe himſelf and marry her ; for ſhe thought 
this would be an effectual ſtratagem to wipe a- 
way her ignominy and diſgrace, Polemon readi- 
ly embtaced the propoſal on account of. her 
great riches. ' Bur their marriage was not of 
long continuance before it was broken; for Be- 
renice through her intemperate luſt, as was re- 
ported, forſook Polemon, who, upon the diflolu- 
tion of his marriage agreement, forbore to con- 
form himſelf to the inſtitutions and cuſtoms of 
the Fews. About the ſame time Mariamne 
repudiated Archelaus, and married Demetrius, 
the moſt eminent Jew at Alexandria either for 
birth or riches, for he poſſeſſed the alabarchate ; 
and having a ſon born to him, he called his 
name Agrippinus. But I ſhall have an oppor- 
tunity of giving a more accurate and ſuccinct 
account of theſe particulars in the ſequel, 


CHAP van; 


How Nero, upon the Death of Claudius, ſucceeded to the Empire ; of the cru Acts 
Of Robbers, Sicarij, and Impoſtors, under Felix and Feſtus, Pro- 


writings ; ſome of whom, to ingratiate them- 
ſelves into his favour, have neglected the truth; 
while others, through hate and madneſs at his 


criminal life, have proſecuted their rage with 


ſo many ſhameleſs lies againſt him, that they 
ſeem the perſons only worthy to be condemned 
of the crimes they charged him with: Though 
it 1s no wonder to me they have tranſmitted 1n 
their books falſe words about Nero, when they 
have neither committed to memory the actions 
performed in the times of their predeceſſors, 
nor preſerved the veracity of hiſtory ; though 
they could have no pretence to hate them, 
having lived ſo long a time after them. Indeed, 
to thoſe who totally reje&t and diſregard birth, 
ir may be lawful to write juſt as their fancies 
dictate to them ; for ſuch a licentious ſcope of 
writing ſeems to be what they take pleaſure in: 
But to us, who have made it our purpoſe to 
purſue truth as our only guide, it ſeems belt to 
touch bur lightly upon thoſe incidents which 
are foreign to our work; but we ſhall conſtant- 
ly take a pleafure in thoſe occurrences which 
any way relate to the Jews our countrymen, 
and what befel them, not to run them over 
curſorily; but expatiate upon their calamitics 
and miſcarriages. Bur I return to reſume rhe 

thread of my hiſtory. 
When Nero had enjoyed the empire one year, 
and Azi21s the king of the £//e/zcans had de- 
parted this life, his brother Seems ſucceeded 
him in his kingdom. Ari//obulus, fon of Herod 
King of Chalcts, received from Nero the go- 
vernment of the lefier Armenia. And Agrippa 
received as a preſent ſrom bim a part of Ga- 
lilee, including Tiberias and Zarichee, which he 
6 G ; com- 
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commanded to be under his government, and 
added to theſe places Julius a city of Pereas, 


and fourteen villages ſtanding upon the con- 
fines of it. bs : 

In the interim the Fewiſh affairs grew daily 
worſe and worſe, for the country was again 
filled with robbers, and a gang of impoſtors, 
who ſeduced the multitude. Felix was con- 
ſtantly apprehending ſome or other of them, 
and was as ſure to put them to death. Je took 
by ſtratagem Eleazar the ſon of Diameus alive, 
who was at the head of a numerous company 
of robbers: He made pretence of giving him 
his word to indemnify him from any danger, 
under colour of which he decoyed him to come 
to him, when he took, pur him in chains, and 
ſent him in that condition to Rome. Felix, in 
the mean while, had an inveterate hatred to 
Fonathan the high-prieſt, who had ſeveral 
times admoniſhed him to adminiſter, with great- 
er precaution, the affairs of the Fews ; to pre- 
vent himſelf, who had petitioned Cæſar to {end 
him governor into Fudea, from being expoſed 
to the complaints and murmurs of the people. 
Felix, however, ſtrove to find out a way to be 
rid of a perſon, who was a continual trouble to 
him ; for admonition, to thoſe who are bent 
upon illegal actions, commonly proves unwel- 
come: With this view therefore Felix adviſes 


one Dorus, an Hieroſilomite, and an intimate 
(1) friend of Fonathan's, with a promiſc of a 


large ſum of money, to let the robbers fall upon 
him, and pnt him to death. Dorus, comply- 
ing with his demand, put the following ſtra- 
tagem in execution, by means of the robbers, 
to bring Jonathan to an untimely cataſtrophe : 
Some of them, under pretence of worſhipping 
God, went up to the city, with daggers hid 
under their garments, and mixing there among 


I ſuppoſe this a main reaſon that God, h 
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the ſervants of Jonathan, put him to des 
This murther remaining unpuniſh'd, the res 
afterwards, without any apprehenſions at ” 
went up to Hieroſolyma at the publick fell. 
vals, carrying daggers hidden about them a 
they had done before, and, blending OY 
the multitude, put ſeveral of their enemies 
death, and flew others, to which the ue 


been hired with money; and this not oh 


the ſeveral parts of the city, but in the tem 
itſelt; for they were not afraid to ER e 
murther even there, as if by ſuch an wo 
they gave no manner of blemiſh to reli 
their impiety, turned his preſence fam. of 
city, and, imagining the temple no longer 3 
pure habitation for him to dwell in, brougl; 
the Romans upon us, and poured fire throng: 
out the city to puriſy it, and carried us, with 
our wives and children, into captivity, with 
a deſign that, taught by the force of our ©. 
lamities, we ſhould come to a better ſenſe of 
our miſcarriages. ; 

Jheſe impious actions, which the robber 
were conſtantly committing, made the ci be 
filled with abominable wickedneſs ; im posters 
and men full of deceit, perſuaded the multi 
tude to follow them into the deſart; for there 
they told them, they would ſhew them mami ec 
prodigies and ſigns, which by the cate ad 
providence of God were to happen: In coſe. 
quence of this, great numbers, who put thei 
belief in what they heard, received a juſt pu. 
niſhment for their folly ; for Felix put ſeicnl 
of them to death. Near about this time there 
came a man out of Apt to Hieroſolyma, who 
pretended to be a prophet, and induced the 


common fort of people to aſcend mount 00. 


varus with him, which is an hill about (2) fle 


(1) Becauſe he is here called a Prieſt, and 1/mae! the Son of Phabus is ſaid to be the next Succeſſor t 
him, and not to have ſucceeded Ananias the Son of Nebedeus; it may ſeem to be doubted, whether this I. 
nathan ought to have a Place in the Number of tle Prieſts, ſince (Archiereos) is a Name given b 
others beſides the Prieſts. Thus Va/eſius upon Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Book XI. Chap. 23. writs, 
Poſt Joſepbum Came: Filium ponendus eft Ananias Nebedei Filius, de quo Joſephus capite tertio Libri vicyimi 
Poſt hunc fuit Iſmaelus Phabæi 2 5 K. Juniore factus, i. e. alter Foſeph the Son of Camus dus 

aced. 


nias the Son of Nebedeus is to be p 


f whom Foſephus in the third Chapter of his twentieth Bodk 


After him was mae the Son of Phabeus conſtituted (Prieſt) by the younger Agrippa. I have thought con 


venient to inſert this Perſon in the Liſt of the Prieſts. 
njoyed the ſovereign Authority to the Deſtruction of the Temple 


twenty eight Prieſts from the Time Herod e 
The Account of them is as follows: 


1 Annanelus. 

2 Jeſus the Son of Phabus. 

3 Ariſtobulus. 

4 Simon the Son of Boet bus. 

5 Matthias the Son of Theopbilus. 
6 Joatar the Son of Boethus. 

7 Fleazar the Son of Boetbus. 

8 Jeſus the Son of So. 

9 Ananus the Son of Seth. 

10 I/mael the Son of Phabus. 
11 Eleazar the Son of Ananns. 
12 Simeon the Son of Camithus. 
13 Jaſepbus Caiphas. 

14 Jonathan the Son of Anauus. 


But take Jonatban out of this Number, and there will not be 28. Reland. 

(2) All the Books of Joſephus, whether Greek or Latin, have the Word Pente, or Five. 
Ads, Chap. 1. ver. 12. and Waſerus de Ant. Menſ. Heby. Book 1. c. 12. are uf Opinion, 
to be amended, becauſe it is ſaid, Ads, chap. 1. ver. 22. That Mount O/tver is dif 
Space of a Sabbatical Journey, which was eight Furlongs. But the Paſſage in Luke may be recon« 


Foſepbas writes in the laſt Chapter, that there ver 


15 Theophilus. 

16 Simon the Son of Boethus. 
17 Matthias. 3 

18 Alionens. 
19 Foſephus the Son of Camydus. 
20 Ananias the Son of Nebedeus. 
21 Fonathan. 

22 {/mael the Son of Phabus. 

23 Foſephus. 

24 Anants. 

25 Feſus the Son of Damneus. 
26 Jeſus the Son of Gamaliel. 

27 Matthias the Son of Theophilus. 
28 Phannias the Son of Samuel. 


But Grotus up 
this Paſſige ou 


ant from Hiereſolhi 
led un 


this Account of Joſephus, namely, becauſe the firſt Part of the Foot of the Mountain was juſt five Fug ; 


from the City, but Chriſt aſce nded three Furlongs farther upwards. 
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m the city; it was here he ſaid, he 
r Rs the walls of Hieroſoly- 
1% ſhould tumble down by the virtue of his 
command, through which he promiſed them he 
would open a paſlage for them to paſs through. 


ſoldiers to ſnatch up their arms, and putting 


= tc, he made an irruption upon {tero/o/yma, 
here he fell upon the Zgyprian, and thoſe of 


WW huydred of their number, and took two hun- 
EX cd alive. But the AZgyptian, having the 
WW forrune to eſcape out of the engagement, im- 
RX mcdiatcly vanithed out of ſight. "The robbers, 
take a war with the Romans, telling them, 
they ought by no means to obey them, and 
thoſe who refuſed to come into their meaſures, 
had their towns and villages ſack'd and laid 
I in aſhes by them. | 
 -Belide theſe commotions, the Jews, who 
inhabited Cæſarea, and the Syrians, in the 
Ro ſame city, happened to fall out among them- 
& ſelves about having an equal right to the free- 
dom of the city; for the Jews inſiſted, as 
their king Herod had founded and built Cz/a- 
= rea, and was by nation a Few, they had a 
right to the precedence; the Hrians, on 
W the contrary, did not object againſt the things 
alledged in tavour of Herod, but they ſaid, the 
city, before he built it, was called the tower 
ot \rraton, at which time not a Few reſided 
ö in ic. This diſpute happening to come to the 
RE cars of the governors of the province, they 
EX apprehended the authors of the ſedition on 
either ſide, whipt them, and ſo for ſome ſhort 
time put a ſtopt to any farther tumult. But 
the Jews, buoyed up with their great wealth, 
EE which made them look upon the Hrzaus with 
XX contempt, began again to throw their ſcurri- 
Jfͤ lities at them, thinking by this method to 
RE work them up to a provocation. The Syrians, 
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Luo were inferior to the Jes, as to wealth, 
 WEREE ute, notwithſtanding, elated in their minds, 
as the greateſt part of them, who worked for 
the Romans in thoſe places, were Cz/areans 
and Sebaſtens, and therefore they returned their 
. reproaches upon the fews. Hence began a 


fierce contention, which was attended by 
throwing ſtones at one another, and con- 

a cluded with ſeveral being wounded on both 
WE ſides, and ſlain. But the victory inclined to 
EE the ſide of the Jews. When Felix ſaw this 
procedure, and that it little differed from an 
open war, he ran out and intreated the Fews 
co bc peaccable; but finding his words had no 
effect, he ſent his ſoldiers in arms upon them, 
end put a great many of them to death, and 
cock a larger number priſoners ; and ſome of 


beir houſes, which were ftored with etlects 
ef value, he granted his men to plunder. But 
boſe who were of a more moderate temper 
wong the Jes, and were perſons of dignity, 

Wd careful to preſerve themſelves and their 
ups 1 
buch 


LY 
2 


%) Gr. Archieres, is a Name that not © 
B ff the High Prieſthood, 
or and twenty Familics, 


ERS. 
N 
8 
N r 


k+l:x, when he came to hear this, ordered his 
E 


himſelf at the head of a body of foot and 


his party, and killed on the ſpot about four 


WE aficc this, ſpurred the people again to under- 


nly, in my Opinion, includes hols who poſſeſſed th TRE 
and thoſe who were to ſucceed then and the e whe Dignit 
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families, went and begged Felix to make his, 
ſoldiers retreat by ſound of trumpet, and ſpate 
what was remaining, allowing them to repent 
of the fault to which they had expoſed them 
ſelves. In conſequence of this, Felix was me- 
ved by their intreaties. . tanthe 4 

About the ſame time, king Agrippa conferr'd 
the prieſthood upon 1/mae!, who was the ſon 
of Phabus. And a violent commotion was 
raiſed between the (a) pontifices and the 
prieſts and principal men among the people 
of Hieroſolyma; in fine, each of them having 
collected a company of mutinous fellows, and 
ſuch as were ready to undertake any change 
in the government, they placed themſelves at 
their head; and in the places where they hap- 

ened to meet one another, ſometimes they 
fell to reproaches, and ſometimes to throw- 
ing ſtones, while no body durſt offer to reſtrain 
them. Thus with an unparallel'd licentiouſneſs, 
they carried on their proceedings, as if the 
city had been without a governor; nay, the 
pontifices were puſhed on to ſo ſhameleſs an 
height of impudence, that they did not ſtick 
to ſend their ſervants to the barns, to rob the 
prieſts of the tenths that were due to them; this 
occaſioned ſome of the prieſts, whoſe circum- 
ſtances were but narrow, through want of pro- 
viſion, to ſuffer a miſerable and neceſſitous 
death; for thus did the violence of this faction 
bear down all equity and right. | 

Upon Porcius Feſtus's being ſent by Vero to 
ſucceed Felix, the principal Fews, who dwelt 
in Cc/area, went to Rowe, and preferred an 
accuſation againſt Fes, who had certainl 
been puniſhed for the injuries he had done 
the Jews, had not Nero been wrought upon 
by the interceſſion and prayers of his brother 
Pallas, who then was in great cſteem with the 


_ emperor. Beſide, two of the chiefs of the 


Syrians, who were at Cz/area, bribed Burris, 
who was Ppreceptor of Nero, and wrote his 
Greek epiſtles, with a large ſum of money, to 
get from Nero a letter in their favour, to 
take from the Fes the right they had to the 
city in common with the $jrians. Burrns, 
having petitloned the emperor to that end, 
obtained leave to write ſuch a letter. And 
from tl1; very letter all thoſe misfortunes 
which tell upon our nation atterwards, took 
birth: the 7ews that dwelt in Cæſarea, when 
they underſtood what had been wrote to the 
Syrians, continued in a ſedition, till the time 
the war broke out. 

When Feſtus came into Fudea, Fudea hap- 
pened then to be infeſted with robbers, who 


pillaged and laid in aſhes all the towns they 


entered. And it was now, that thoſe named 
Sicarij, a ſort of robbers, encreaſed to a ver 

great number ; theſe perſons uſed ſmall ſwords, 
not much different from the Perſian Acinax, 


but ſomething more bent inwards, ſuch as the 


Sic among the Romans; and from hence was 
this name given to theſe robbers, who commit- 
ted a great deal of havock and bloodſhed, for 


ir Officiates; but alto the Princes © 


th? 
they 
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they came on ſolemn days, and blending them 


ſelves among the multitude of people, which 
aſſembled from all parts to the city on account 
of religion, they killed whom they thought fit 
with the greateſt eaſe, and very often they put 
on arms, ruſhed into the towns of their ene- 
mies, pillaged, and then ſet fire to them. Fe/ſ- 
tus finding this, ſent a body of horſe and foot 
againſt them, who, through the artifice and 
cunning of a fellow who pretended to be a 
fortune-teller, and through the promiſe he 
made to preſerve them and put an end to their 


troubles, provided they would follow him as 


far as the deſart, ſeduced them thither. But 
Feſtus not only put the deceſver to death, but 
his ſoldiers ſlew alſo thoſe who accompanied 
him. | 

Much about this time king Agrippa erected 
near the Het hus, in the royal place at Hiero- 
ſolyma, which formerly belonged to the ſons of 
Aſmoneus, and was their palace, a very magnih- 
cent building, and of great magnitude. As he 
built on a riſing ground, it afforded a very de- 


lightful proſpect to thoſe who had a mind to 


take a view of the city: The king was very 
fond of this, and, when he was pleaſed to 
amuſe himſelf in his turret, he could ſurvey 
every thing that was tranſacted in the temple. 
But the elders of Hieroſolhma, obſerving this, 
were extremely offended ; for neither the cuſ- 
tom of our country, or our laws, ſuftered any 
but the prieſts to be ſpectators of what was 


ſtood on the weſt ſide of the temple 


done in the temple, eſpecially when facritg. 
were offering: For this reaſon they 2 


high wall above the Eſcedra, which was © 


the inner part of the temple, and f 

going down of the ſun, J his wall, kg 
raiſed, not only took away the proſpe& bis 
the king's turret, but from the portico which 
uſually were kept Roman centinels to ne 
the temple on ſolemn days. Not only kin 
Agrippa, but eſpecially Fees the governs? 
were very much offended hereat, and ordered 
the wall to be pulled down; upon this they de 
ſired leave to ſend ambaſladors to Vero 15 
the affair, for they could not think of ut. 
ing their lives any longer, when any part o 
the temple was pulled down. Upon obuijn. 
ing leave from Fe/tus, they deputed ten Prin 
cipal men of their body, and inne the prieſt 
and Heleias the ſacred treafurer, to go to er: 
the cauſe being debated before him, he no: my 
ly pardoned them in what they had dune, but 
granted them liberty to let the wall and; 
in this action, gratifying his wife Pep, who 
as a religious woman, had intercceced uitk 
him for the Jews. He ordered the ten'eleers 
to depart back, but kept Heleias and iſm} 
as hoſtages. Theſe proceedings coming to th, 
king, he conferred the prieſthood on 7/5 
ſon of Simon, who had formerly been prief, 
and who was ſirnamed Cabus, : 


CH AP. IX. 


Of Albinus, under whoſe Government James was 
Agrippa. 


| HE N Cæſar received the news of 

the death of Feſfus, he ſent Albinus 
to be governor of Judea; mean while the 
king took the prieſthood from Joſeph, and 
gave it to the fon of Ananus, of the ſame 
name. It is ſaid that the elder Ananus was 
one of the happieſt men living, for he had tive 
ſons, and every one happened to ſerve God in 
the prieſthood, after he himſelf had performed 


the functions of that high dignity a long time; 
a thing which never happened to any other 


prieſt among us: However, the younger Ana- 


aus, whom we have juſt now obſerved to hae 
received the ſacerdotal dignity, was of an 
implacable temper, and remarkably audacious, 
following the ſect of the (a) Sadducees, Win, 
above all other 7ews, are (C) four aud 
harſh in their determinations ; as we live 
taken notice in the foregoing. Ananus, i 
he was of this caſt of mind, ſuppoſing he had 


a fine opportunity thrown into his hands, 1 


Feſtus was dead, and Albinus upon the road, 
he aflembled a court compoſed of judges, and 
bringing before them the brother of 7%6, who 


(a) The Talmudiſts in the Book Joma, teſtify that the High-pricf before hs was admitted to celebrate the 
t 


Day of Expiation, was obliged to take an Oath, not to follow 


e Tenets of the Sadducees in making Incente; 


from hence then it appears there were ſometimes High: | lags out of the Sadducees. Reland. 
Ii 


(b) In the 13th Book, Chap. 10. of the foregoing 


ory, the Sadducees are ſaid to be vaſtly ſevere in ei 


Determinations; and the Phariſees, on the other Hand, as meek in inflicting Puniſhments. Spanbeim, 43 
Remark, that the Sadducees were more rigid than the other Jews, in the Puniſhments they inflicted, is illuſits 
ted by what is mentioned in Megillath Taanith : The Sadducees are ſaid to have wrote the Book Tam mitn vi 
they make a Canon, and in this it is mentioned that ſome were ſtoned, ſome burned, and others different! 


puniſhed, which is confirmed by that rigid Sentence of theirs, Eye for Bye, and Tooth for Tooth. 


Hence ! 


ſeems, the Sadducees are firſt mentioned, as they who were for a ſevere Puniſhment upon Peter and Jill 
Acts 4, I, and 5, 17. On the contrary, the Phariſees are read Acts, 5, 34. to have ſhewn a more mm" 

moderate Behaviour. For Gamalieſ, the Phariſee, is ſaid to have adviſed the diſmiſſing the Apoliles; 
there are ſeveral other Paſſages both in the Body of the Phariſaical Laws, which is the Ta/mnd, and in = 
Places, from which we are taught, that the Phariſees were exceeding merciful in puniſhing Offenders. See A 


foot upon Fobn XVIII. 31. Feſephus in his Life, who was a Phariſee, praiſes his Clemency, and how he Wt 


bore to puniſh thoſe who were in his Power, and that more than once; becauſe he thought it a Wickedaeſß v 
put to Death an omoeulon, or one who was his Countryman. Re land. | 


. 


put to Death; Of the Buildings if 
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was called Chriſt, named Fames, ie 49m 
others with him, he preferred an accu _— 
againſt them, as being guilty of ne 8 
laws; atier which they were ſurrendered t 
be ſtoned to death. 1 hoſe citizens who were 
enemies to ſuch raſh proceedings, and account- 
ed {tric obſervers of the laws, took the mea- 
fares which had been thus purſued in a heavy 
manner, and privately ſent ambaſtadors to rhe 
king, begging him he - would be pleaſed to 
ſend Anains a letter, and warn him in ir, not 
to attempt ſuch another thing, for that it Was 
againſt all manner of juſtice. | Belide, ſome of 
them mer Ailinus as he was travelling from 
the city of Alexandria, and repreſented to him, 
that Auanus had no liberty to (a) ſummon a 
court of judges without his content. Alvinns, 
won over by the ſpeech theſe perſons made, 
wrote a very ſharp letter to*/n2#!5, in which 
he threatened to puniſh him, Upon which king 
Heri y deprived him of his prieſthood, which 
he had held three months, and conſtituted Fe- 
ſus, the ſon of Damn cus, prieſt in his room. 
Upon the arrival of Alvinns at Hieroſohma, 
he took all the care and diligence: he was able, 
to put the province into a quiet ſituation, by 
infiiciig death upon great numbers of the 
robbers. Ananias, the prieſt, daily grew 
into greater eſteem, and the pcople- and citl- 
Lens had 2.mighty Kindneſs and favour for him; 
tor he was well verſed in the method of ac- 
quiring money, and, by the preſents he made 
Alvinus and the high-prieſt, he ſoftned and 
gained them over to his intereſt, Beſide this, 
he had a numerous company of wicked ſervants, 
who, joining to them. a pack of fellows like 
themſelves, went to the barns, and took away 
the tenths ot the prieſts, and had the impudence 
to cudge] thoſe, who were any obſtacle to 
their illegal deſigns : The other prieſts alſo and 
their ſervants became guilty of the like prac- 
tices, when they found there were none to ob- 
{truct them: Hence theſe prieſts, who uſually 
ſupported themſelves upon the tenths, died 
through hunger. | 
The robbers again, while the feſtival was 
celebrating, which now happen'd, entered the 
City in the night-time, and took alive the 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


(a) Was the Procurator of Judea to be inſtructed, that the Hi 
his Authority? Was he ignorant of this? What would 


ns, who ſay his Conſent was neceſſary, 


e proved ſo angry, and that Agripf 


ſcribe of Fleazar, ** was governor of the 
temple) the fon of the high- prieſt Jnanus, 
bound and carried him away. After this, 
they ſent a meſſenger to Ananias, and ſaid, 
they would ſend back the ſcribe to him, pro- 
vided he canfed Albinus to teleaſe ten of their 
brethren, then in his cuſtody. Ananas, re- 
duced to this neceſſity, was obliged to ſolicit 
Albiaus upon the affair, and obtained his re- 
queſt*; but ſtill the matter was attended with 
fatal conſequences. Hence aroſe worſe evils 
than before, for the robbers were conſtantly 
at work to apprehend ſome friends or relations 
of Ananias, a pretty many of whom they often 
took alive, but never releaſed without a com- 
petent number of their own men in exchange; 
by which means, having augmented their body 
to a conſiderable number, which filled rhem 
with freſh boldneſs, they renewed their hoſtili- 
ties all over the country. 5 
King Agrippa, about this time, having am- 
plified Cz/area, which was call'd Philippi, with 
an additional number of buildings, in honour 
of Nero, called it Neronias, Beſide, he erect- 
ed a theatre at Beryt1s, which coſt him a vaſt 
ſum of money, and he endowed it with an- 
hual games, for the celebrarioh of which, he 
ſer a- part ſeveral thouſands drachms. Add to 
this, he gave the people corn, and diſtributed 
oil among them; and futther, to ſhew his li- 
berality, he erected in all parts of the city 


fine ſtatues, which were copied after the ori- 


ginals of the moſt famous ſtatuaries of antiqui- 
ties, to which he added and brought all the 
fineſt ornaments of his kingdom. His ſubjeQs 
took occaſion from this proceedure of his, to 
ſhew their hatred, in that he had deprived 
them of their beſt ornaments, only ro embel- 
liſh a ſtranger city. Azrippa took the prieſt- 
hood from eus, the fon of Damneus, and 
conferred it upon Je/4s, the ſon of Gamaliel ; 
hence aroſe a aiſpute between theſe two. 
When they had muſter*d upon either ſide a com- 
pany of daring men, from reproaches the 

came to ſtones, which they threw plentifully 
ar one another. But Ananias, being exceeding 


rich, diſtributed his money, and gained over 
a great number of Partizans. Collibarus and 


* calling together the Hnedrim with the Conſent of th Jem 
ours g. 5 | the uẽ,,j-2 e other 7 

* 4 Why did not Jaſephus after the Words Xalein 5 . aſſemble the Court, add the Words 2h 
without the Conſent of them? Add to this, thoſe wh | 


Kovis tes pnomes, 
e City, 
y Ways 
ſummon 


— to have Libert : bt 
? Theſe Perſons were certain] N granting the High-prieſt a Power 


y ſuch, who acquaimed the Governor what had been 
It; upon which the Go- 


being induced to it by on Words 2 thoſe who had mov'd 
t 1 . : | 2 * . * . 
drin without the Advice of Tres pda eee eee 


Jews, and had only tranſgreſſed in 
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Saul, two perſons. of royal deſcent, being 
related to Agripha, and in great favour wich 
the people, aſſembled. each a band of deſpera- 
does; being of themſelves ready on all occa- 
ſions to commit their; depredations on perſons 
inferior in ſtrength to them. Add to all this, 
our city, already. expoſed to numberleſs 
wore. = Ke oat REA. cod i660 
Allinus, hearing Geffins Florus was on the 
road to ſucceed him, and willing to give the 
Jews ſome grateful act, brought forth thoſe 
priſoners who juſtly deſerved death, and or- 
dered them to be executed; but ot thoſe, whoſe 
offences ſeemed of light conſequence, he took 
a ſum of money, and diſcharged them. Thus 
the gaols were emptied ot their priſoners, but 
all the country remained expoſed ro the depre- 
dations of robbers. _ FEE 
In the mean while, thoſe Levites (who were a 
tribe „ themſclses) who were fingers, begging 
the king to ſumwon the Hzcdrim, ard let chem 
have an equal liberty with the prieſts ro wear a 
linnen ſtole, telling him he ought, during his 
reign, to inftitute ſomething that was new to 
perpetuate his memory ; their requeſt was 
not in vain, for the king, having obtained the 
conſent of thoſe who compoſed the Synedrim, 
granted the privilege. to the Choirifters, and 
left them at liberty to lay aſide their former 
garment, and wear that which they had peti- 


calamities, was every day. running to the 


tioned for; and, while the other part of the 


ſame tribe was buſied in the ſervices of the 
temple, he permitted them, as they had peti- 
_ tioned, to proceed in learning to chant bymns. 
All theſe things were againſt the inſtitutions of 
our country, the violation of which was cextain- 
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ly to be attended with a deſeryed 
men k. . e OTH 064-34 
At this time, the building of the tem 
was finiſned; and the people percelving thy 
| bove eighteen thoufand workmen would eit 
and want wages, who before were ſupport 
out of the work about the temple; and * 
caring to lay up the ſacred money for "aig 
the Romans, and having a regard for : 
number of workmen, they were deſir 
expend that treaſure upon them: tor if 
laboured only one hour in the day, 
preſently ſatisfied for it. They went toi the 
King, and adviſed him to build the eaftety 
gate, for the portico of the outward: temple 
looked over a profound valley, and' reſteg., 
on a wall of four hundred cubits high 10 
was built of ſquare flone of an exceedin 
white colour, the length of every ttone ya, 
twenty cubits, and the depth fix. It yas the 
work of Solomon, who entirely built the tem. 
ple. The king, to whom Claudius Cæſar had 
given the care of the temple, took the the 
into his conſideration, and reflefted that 1 
was an eaſy matter to begin any undertaking. 
but the building of this was of great difficulty 
eſpecially ſuch a portico as this was, which 
was a work that required a long time, and 1 
great deal of money to compleat it. Thee 
thoughts made the king give them a deni, 
bur left them at liberty to beaurily the ciy 
with white ſtone. After this, he deprived 
Feſus, the ſon of Gamaliel, of the prictthood, 
and conferred it upon Matthias, the fon of 
Theophilus, under whoſe pontificate the war 
broke out between the Romans and Fes. 


OUS to 
a4 man 
he Was 


. 
4 Detail of the High. prieſto. 


Now think it neceſſary, and very appoſite 

to this hiſtory, to treat a little of the 
high-prieſts ; what was their original, and to 
whom this dignity was granted, and how 
many there were to the end of this war. Firſt, 
it is ſaid, that Aaron, the brother of Moyſes, 
performed the duties of the chief prieſt hood to 
God ; and that after his deceaſe, his ſons im- 
mediately ſucceeded him, who were fol- 


lowed in the dignity by all his poſterity ; 


and that hence it became a law of our coun- 
try, that no one ſhould be an high-prieſt of 
God unleſs he was deſcended of the line of 
Aaron; neither, ſhould it be lawfal for any 
perſon of foreign extraction, even ſuppoſing 
he had been a king, to be advanced to the 
pontificate. The whole number then from 


(a) Galenins turns this Paſſage thus: Under theſe Prieſts, 
in the Hands of the great Men, next of the Monarchs, Judges, and then of the Kings. 
thus, The Republick of the Hebrews was firſt under the Government of the People, next!“ Hyd 
Authority of Kings. See Selden, in his Book De pot 


Hand of one Perſon, and laſtly, put under the 
c. 15. P. 047. | c 


Aaron, who as we have obſerved, was the 
firſt, ro Phanaſus, who was made high-priel 
by the mutineers and faction at the time 0! 
the war, amounted to eighty three; tairice! 
of which number enjoyed the rieſthoc 
during the time the tabernacle, bull Y 


 Moyſes in honour of God, ftood in the delt: 


while it flouriſhed, till the coming in 
Fndea, where king Solomon erected a temp 
to God. At the beginning, they continwe 
the prieſthood for life; but ee 
prieſts were obliged to withdraw, and be lic 
ceeded in their life- times. 
who were deſcendants from Aaron 's tut 1 
enjoyed the honour by a continued 10 
ceſſion. (2) Their government was fil 11 
cratical, then monarchial, and altera 


ole, 


| | 2 _ fed 
the Adminiſtration of the e "i | 
pip, * ; 
next Leite jn f 


puniſp. 


ſuch a 


Theſe thu 
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/Feypt, till the building of Solomon's temple at 
H:,roſolyme, ariſes to (a) fix hundred and 
twelve years. After theſe thirteen priel's, 
eighicen others enjoyed the digmty, who 


% 


* {rm the time of king % /in, ſucceeded one 


another at Ilieroſolj ma, till Nabuchodonoſor, 
me Babylonian king, made un expedition a- 


W «ont che city, burnt the temple, catried our 


nation to Babylon, and made captive Joſadac 


© te high-prieſt. The time they continued in the 
bpricthood was four hundred ſixty fix years, 


{ix months and ten days, being then under a 
regal gavernwent. Seventy years after this, 
from the time the Baby/onrans had brought 
deltruction upon us, G rus, king ot the Per- 
aus, ſeut back the. F-ws into their own 
country from Babylcn, and gave them liberty 
to build the temple again. At their return, 
Fe/is, the ton of Fo/adac, one of the captives, 


oY 


who returned, received the prieſthood, who, 


= with his poſterity, being fiſteen in number, 
governed the people for four hundred and 
© twelve years, till the days of Antiochns 


Fupator, This Antiochns, and his general 
Ly/ras, were the firſt who deprived Onas, 
ſirnamed Menelauis, of the prieſthood, by. put- 
ting him to death at Beræas; and, having de- 
prived his fon Jacim of the right he had to 
the ſucceſſion, conſtituted Fact high-priett, 
who was a deſcendant of the line of Aaron, 
but did not belong to the family of Onias. 


= "This was the reaſon made O/as, brother-in- 


law of the deceaſed Onias, and of the ſame 


name with his father, take a journey into 


Acgypi, where having procured the friendſhip of 


= Plolowy Philoizetor end his wife Clennatra, he 


obtained their conſent to let him erect a tem- 


pale in the province of Heliopolis, like that at 


Hieroſolhina, ot which they made him prieſt. 


© We have ſeveral times had opportunities of 
mentioning this temple, which was built in 
aaypt. facim, having continued in the prieſt- 
hood three years, died, but no one immediate- 
ly ſucceeded him, and the city remained wich- 


out an high-prieit during ſeven years. When 
the ſons of Aſſamoners came to the govern- 


= cedonians, they created an high-prieſt, and in- 


veſted Jonathan in the dignity, who held it 
ſeven years ; 


© Ho 
wee 
* 8 
8 
4 


: but happening to loſe his life: by 
the treachery and villainy of 7ryphon, as we 


have took occaſion to obſerve in the toregoing, 
rhe prieſthood devolved upon his brother 5:- 


von. He, having continued in the prieſthood 
one year longer than his brother, was artfull 


8 "LY 


N . '\ 


Wilain at an entertainment, and ſucceeded by 


. gnity thirty years, 


HHrcanus, who held the di 
| an advanced old age, the 


and then dying in 


AY * 


. (a) Foſepbus in 1. viii. c. 11. enumerates five h 
7 ks in his Sacred Chron: | 
PP £/ and Samuel, which, if we admit, there 


j 


of the Antiqui 
regal. The number of years theſe thirteen 


held the government, from the time our an- 
ceitors, chrough the conduct of Moy/es, left 


ment, and carried their arms againſt the Ma- 


ties of the Jews: 491 
ſucceMion devolved upon Hyrcanus, who was 
otherwiſe named Ariftobe/rs This perſon ob- 
tainipg the government with the prieſthood, 
(for Judas was "the firſt prieſt who placed a 
croun upon his head, which he wore one 
year) died of a violent diſeaſe, and was ſuc- 
ceedeu by his brother Alexander, who, atter a 
twenty years continuance in the kingdom and 


' prieſthood, died, and left his wite Alexandra 


with,a power of beſtowing it upon her own 
ſon Hyrè aus After ſhe had held the 
reigns of government, nine years, ſhe, died: 


 Hyrcants continued in the prieſthood the like 


number of years, but his mother dying, his 
brother Ariſtolulus made war upon him, and 
giving him a defeat, took the prieſthood from, 


him, and thruſt himſelf into the kingdom, and 


* 


performed the functions of the prieſthood.” 
After he had reigned three years, and as 
many months, Pompey came to Hleroſolynia, to 
which he laid ſiege, and took it, ſent Ari/t,vu- 
jus and his children priſoners to Rome, reſtored 
Hyrcanus to the prieſtood, permitted him to 
govern the nation, but enjoined him not to 
place a diadem upon his head. Fyrcanus, 
except the firſt nine years, reigned twenty 
four; but Barzapharnes and Pacorus, two ge- 
nerals of the Parihians, paſſed the Enphrates, 
made war upon Hyrcanus, took him priſoner 
alive, and made Alexander, fon of Ariſtobulus, 
king in his room, who, having reigned three 
years, and as many months, had the misfor- 
tune to ſee Sofins and Herod at the gates of Hie- 
roſalyma, which they beſieged, took, and him 
priſoner, and afterwards carried him away to 
Antioch, where he was put to death by order 
of Anthony. Herod, atter this, obtained the 
kingdom at the hands of the Romans, bur 
made the high-prieſt no longer of the Aſſamo- 
nean family, but conferred the dignity on 
perſons of mean extraction, and only to one 
who was deſcended of the ſacerdotal line; for 
after he had made Ariſtobulus, the nephew of 
Hyrcants, who had been taken by the Par- 
thians, he married his ſiſter Mariamne, to 
gain the affections of the people to him, who 
preſerved Hyrcanus in their remembrance ; 
but having atrerwards apprehenſions that a ge- 
neral revolt would be made over to Ariftobu- 
Ins, he took away his life at Fericho, by 
treacherouſly deſigning his death as he was 
bathing, when he had him | drowned, as we 
have already obſerved in the foregoing. But 
Herod, after him, never conferred the prieſt- 
hood upon the deſcendants of Aſſamonælis; 
and his ſon Archelaus copied after him in the 
creation of prieſts; and after him the Romans, 
who conquered the kingdom of the Jes. 
The number of thoſe who enjoyed the prieſt- 
hood from the days of Herod, to the time 
Titus laid the temple and city in aſhes, amount 


wundred and ej bs {even Years : ag h £7 1 5 | 1 
logy, p. 170) he adds twenty — * which ela S 


elapled between the Death 


s no Need of the Amendment Petit hath made in this 
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ſeyeral prieſthoods ariſes to one hundred and 
five years; beſides, ſome were, veſted with 
the government under king Herod and his ſon 


Archelaus, after whoſe deceaſe the admini- 


FLAavius JOSEPHUS 


to twenty eight, and the continuance of their 


Book XX 
ſtration was ariſtocratical, but the gorerden 
of the nation was committed to the 


N rieſtz 
and what we have obſerved of the. pi 
ſufficient in this place. | + ; 


125 AP e 
Of Florus, the Procurator, who forced the Jews to take up Arms againſt the Roman, 
„ f 2 TE aim bon, 


to ſucceed Albinus, was the cauſe. of in- 
numerable calamities to, the Fews; he was a 
Clazomenian by birth, and his wite's name was 
Cleopatra ; by whoſe intereſt, as being a friend 
of Poppea, Nero's wife, and himfelt- equally 


cruel with him, he obtained the government of 


Judea, where he made ſo ſcandalous an abuſe 
of his authority, that the Fews, becauſe of his 
intolerable iniquity, openly commended. Albi- 
ts, as if they had been infinitely obliged to 
him. Albiaus indeed, ſtrove all he could to 
conceal from the eyes of the world his indirect 
ſchemes, and was very careful not to open his 
weak fide to every one. But ei, Florus, 
on the contrary, as it he had been ſent to 
boaſt of his inhumanity, made a triumph of 
the calamities he did our nation, and left. 
nothing unattempted that might contribute to 
his rapacious proceedings, and cruel profecu- 
tions: He was implacable, and one who knew 
not what it was to be moved with pity, and 
ſo exorbitantly covetous, that he made no diffe- 
rence between things of great or {mall con- 


ſequence. He would ſhare rhe booty which 
robbers made, great numbers of whom fol- 


lowed a licentious courſe of lite, and thought, 
as he went partner with them in the, ſpoil 
they procured, they had no room to be any 
ways feartul of themſelves. This was a me- 
lancholy proceeding, and the miſerable Fews, 
finding there was no meaſure of their misfor- 
tunes, and unable to hold out againſt the de- 
predations the robbers made, were compelled 
to abandon their habitations, and fly; ſuppo- 
ſing to find a more quiet life any where: among 
foreigners. But what avails it to inſiſt longer 
on this head. It was through Florus, wha 
forced us to it, that we took up arms 
againſt the Romans, and judged. it ſafer and 
more honourable to die in the arms of one 
another, than ſuffer by piece- meal. This war 
was begun in the, ſecond year of Florus's 
adminiſtration, and the twelfth: of Nero's 
empire; when, how much we ſuffered through 
compulſion, and how many hardſhips. we were 
expoſed to, thoſe who have a mind to be ful- 
ly ſatisfied in the ſeveral particulars, may read 
them in the books we have wrote of the Jewiſh 
war. 7285 | 

I will here make an end of our antiquities, 
aſter which I begin to write of this war. 
The antiquities take in an account of matters, 
from the firſt man to the twelfth year of Ne- 
ro's empire, and tell of the mistortunes and 


ſufferings. we ſuſtained in Agr, Siri 
and Paleftine, and the havocks the Sinn 
and Babylonians made among us, and the f. 
veral ways the Perſians and Mactduin; 
took to vex and wear away our ſtrength 
and after them the Romans; all which, ] 
preſume, I have traced with fome acc 
Beſides, I have made it my endeavour 9 
give a detail of the ſeveral high-prietts 4. 
mong us, whoſe: dignity was exifting aba 
two thouſand years: I have added to this 
an account of the. ſeveral kings, as they 
ſucceeded one another, I believe, without ei 
ror; and mentioned the actions they perform. 
ed, and in what manner they - behaved in 
the public adminiſtration of their kingdom: 
To which I have farther inſinuated the go- 
vernment of the. monarchs (Judges) a8 they 
have occurred to me from the facred ur- 


tings, which, at the beginning of this hiſtory 


] promiſed to perform: And ] dare take Upon 
me to ſay, that, having thus brought to 4 
concluſion this work which I defigned, n 
other perſon, though never ſo willing, be. 
ther Few or Gentile, could have related tir 
facts mentioned in it, with more truth to the 
Greeks : For I call my countrymen to i. 
neſs the great helps I have given them, s 
to the knowledge of our laws. I devoted m- 
ſelf. ro rhe underſtanding the Grecian lar: 
ing, after I had made ſome progreſs |! the 
rudiments of grammar; though a cuſton of 
my country hindred me from making a 
great proficiency in it: For our nation lite 
eſteem.. thoſe, who have learnt the lang! 
ges of ſeveral nations, and who have fu 
cured a graceful. and delicate turn in that 
difcourſe, becauſe they think it a ſtud ® 
ly common with ſervants, and the perſons d 
their families; for thoſe alone are the fe. 
ed with them, who have obtained a cor. 
tent knowledge in the laws, and are 65 


» 0 - 2 7 ſo | 
to give a wiſe interpretation upon ali f 


ſage or word in the ſacred writings: 105 
the: reaſon why many have addicted oy 
ſelves to this ſtudy, but ſcarce above "a 
three have made themſelves proficicll.. 
immediately reaped the fruits of theilt loo 
It will not be perhaps a thing out et” 
way, to ſpeak ſomething of wyſelt, ale 
and the actions of my IIte-time, ; 
there are people who can bear me go 
if I acquaint them with the truth |, 
prove me on the contrary : Upon "*.. 


(08 


thall here make an end of the and, 


110% 
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Book XX. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 492 
| rized in twenty books, and year of my age. But I think to write four 
wh f rhoulind verſes, ( 1 and, if God (3) books concerning God and his attributes, 
dermit me, I will make a ſhort recapitula- from the opinion of thoſe Jes, which they 
tion of the whole, and treat of the war have received from their progenitors; and 
we had with the Fews, and the events to treat of our laws, why we are permit- 
that have befallen us to this day, which ed in ſome things, and prohibited in others 
falls out in the (2) thirtieth year of the em- by them. 
peror Domitian Ceſar, and the fifty- ſixth 


(1) The antient Greeks uſed to diſtinguiſh the Parts of their Diſcourſes, by Sicho;, Verſes, 
but Sichos doth not comprize a whole Period, but only a Part of it, which contained a diſtin& Senſe 
in ittelf, which made the number of the Sichoi ſwelled to a prodigious number. See Millius up- 

his Article. , a | | 
we ) Scaliger objects a Miſtake to Foſephus in this Paſſage, who, ſpeaking of his Life, ſays, he 
was born in the firſt Year of Caius, and finiſhed his Antiquities in the thirteenth Year of Domitian; 
from whence he conjectures Joſephus ought to have mentioned one Year leſs, and numbered only 
filly eren Years. But this is nothing to the Purpoſe; for Caius began his Empire in the 375th Year 
of Chriſt, on the 'T'wenty-fourth of Fanuary, and Domitian entered upon the Empire in the Ninety 
third of Chriſt, on the Fourteenth of September; let us ſuppoſe then, Joſephus was born in the thirty 
{-venth Year of Chriſt, in the Month of December, or in the thirty eighth Year, in the Beginning of 
Zanuary, While the firſt Year of Caius was in being, his fifty fixth Year will then begin from December 
Of the ninety ſecond Year, and after the Beginning of Domitian's twelfth Year, ſo that he was fiſty- ſix 
Years of Age when he made an end of writing, which was in October, of the Year ninety-three. 

(3) Joſephus promiſes here four Books of the Fewj/hb Opinions of God, his Effence, and the laws, 


which are not extant, 


— 
* 

. - 

* 


The END of the Twentieth Book of the Antiquities, RY 
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Y family is of honourable extrac- 
tion, and deſcended from a long 

>| ſeries of the ſacerdotal line. As 
AS every nation has particular marks 
AE of diſtinEtion, our nationconclude 
it a piece of high diſtinction to be dignified 
with the office of the prieſthood. In relation to 
this, I am not only derived from the race of 
the prieſts, but from the principal claſs out of 
the four and twenty, (and certainly this 1s a 
great honour (3) and from the nobleſt family 
belonging toit. Beſide, my deſcent by the 
mother's ſide, comes from a ſucceſſion of kings, 


* 175 — 


I will here give a detail of their ſugceſfion. 


My grandfather was Simon, firnamed P/ 97. 


who flouriſhed at the time the ſon of the high- 


(1) Euſebius, in the third Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, ' and Chapter 10, makes this Book the by: 
logue of the Antiquities, or of the Twentieth and laſt Book; upon which account, it is unjuſtly 
in the Greek and Latin Editions of our Author, which Valeſus has juſtly remarked upon this 


as he himſelf intim (nn 
f in bis 6: © BR 


Euſebius. Hudſon, Reland, and Spanheim. 


(2) The Life of Joſephus was written after his Hiſtory of the Fewiſp Wars, 
little below in this Book, where he ſays, he has given a more copious Account of himſel 


(@ELAVIUS TOSEPHUS 


prieſt mon, who was the firſt of the prieft 
called Hyrcanus, held the prieſthood. Su” 
Pſellas had nine ſons, and one of them wis 
named Matthias, who was called the ſon d 
Ephlias. Matthias married the daughter d 
Jonathan the high-prieſt, who was the (4) fil 
of the family of the Aamonæans, who brougit 
the prieſthood into his houſe. Sion Fi 
had a brother, and Matthias had by his wit: 
ſon named Gibboſus, in the firſt year of Hr 
canus's reign over our nation, who had 70% 
born to him the firſt year of Alexandra ren. 
Joſebh had Matthias in the tenth year of king 


for the poſterity of Aſſamonzus, eh, whom” Arc helaus, and Matthias had me in the fit 


ſhe is deſcended, enjoyed for a long time the 
high-prieſthood and kingdom of the-Fews; and. 


year of the empire of Caius. I have three 
children; Hyrcanus, the eldeſt, was bo! 


the fourth year of the reign of J 


Ceſar, Juſtus in the ſeventh, and Are 7 
the ninth, Thus I have divulged the {ucce! 


ſeperate 
Place d 


the Wars. The Time when he wrote his Life, was in the empire of Trajan, according io Ss, 
becauſe he has made mention of Agrippa in it, who died in the third Year of Trajan, as: Pbotiii, wy 
Fragments from Juſtus Tiberius, remarks; which Dodwell and Pearſon refute; but it appears à lt het 
the End of this Life, that the Hiſtory of the Jewizth Wars was wrote in the Life-time of Agripfs 1 
he reproves Juſtus for not publiſhing his Books as he had done, in the Life-times of Veſpaſan = 


and Agrippa. Spanheim. 


(3) This Addition is taken from the Dutch Manuſcript, for Foſepbus ſaying that he w 
ſcended from the chief of the twenty-four Claſſes, and that his Family bore the greateſt 
rity, and Repute in the lame Claſs, we have incloſed the Words foregoing with two Crotches, 


polated the Verſion, 


as not on ( 


Honour, : ; 
an 


Friel ja 


(4) The Verſion of the Words, firſt of the Family of the Aſſamoneans who brought ns gau 


into bis Houſe, is ſupplied from the Dutch Copy, and we make no doubt but the 
Sente of Foſephus in them, and are an amplification to Doctor Hudſon's Tranſlation. Havercamp. 


Words carty 


FLAVIUS Jostrnus 


Gon of my family, as I have found it en 
in the publick rec. rds,. and with healch to 
thoſe, who eadeavour to traduce us. 5 

My father Matthias was not only contpicu- 
dus tor the nobility of his family, but ſhined 
in a more glorious ſphere from bis eminent 
juſtice, being che report of every one at Hiero- 
/olyma, which is our capital city. I received a 
liberal education with my brother German 
atis, and made ſo great proficiency in li- 
terature, that J was thought to excel my con- 
temporaric> in the remembering and underſtand- 
ing ot things which were taught me; for 
while I was a boy about fourteen years of age, 
1 carried the prize from every one, in that 
branch of learning I addicted myſelf to, and 
ſome or other of the prieſts and rhe principal 
citizens were daily coming to me, to learn 
ſomething or other that related to the intti- 
cate conitirution of the laws. When 1 arrived 
at lixteen years of age, I reſolved with myſelt 


® tolcarch into the different opinions of our ſects, 


® who were three in number; the firſt was that 


ol the Phariſces, the ſecond of the Sadducees, 


and the third of the Fſſens, as we have ſeveral 


times hinted: I conſidered, if I could learn 


the different tenets of them all, I might get an 
opportunity thence to fix my choice upon 
that winch was the beſt. With this 


® view, I expoſed my life to ſeveral hardſhips 


and difficulties, by means of which I got a 


Gi thorough inſight into the three ſects ; but, ſup- 
poſing the experience 1 had attained from 
them inſufficient to the end I propoſed to my- 


ſelf, and hearing that one Banns lived in the 


¹deſart, providing himſelf cloathing from the 
= cloaths, fed upon the food which ſpontane- 


= ouſly came from the ground, and uſed both 


night and day cold bathings, which he did to 


» | is 15 


W purify his life, I took up a reſolution to copy 


after him; and having ſpent three years in his 


== hermitage, I returned again to the city, and. 
(being now about nineteen years old) began to 
conform my life in imitation of the ſect of the 
Pphariſecs, which comes near to the ſect of 
ſtoicks ſo called among the Eræciaus. 


After I had paſſed my fix and twentieth 


"i year, I happened to go to Rome, on the account 
EZ which I am going to relate. When Felix was 


procurator of Fadea, he ſent ſome prieſts, who 
Exerc my particular acquaintance, and were 


eery honeſt and good men, to Rome, for a 
Fiifling and ridiculous cauſe, to plead for them- 
elves before Cæſar; when I heard that their 


Nisfortunes had not made them forget their 


2 > 
5M * 


ves on nuts and figs, I was deſirous to 
Nie them a teſtimony of my love, and en- 


avocur to ſave their perſons. At length 1 
red at Rome, having been expoſed to 


Feat difficulties at ſea; for the ſhip I was in 


Wand the company on board being full ſix hun- 
g perſons, we were obliged to ſwim all the 
Wh. to preſerve ourſelyes ; but ſoon as dawn 
eared we eſpied, by the providence of God, 


49th 
A 
22 
£4 


— 


11 Peſſel of rene, upon which I and fome o- 


s docrter ſwimmers than the re 
en on board. Having thus eſcaped and 
to Dicearchia, which the Italiaus call 


, to the number of fourſcore 2 
„ Were 
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Wguty to God, but that they ſupported their 


in the middle of the Adriatic gulph, 


495 
Puteoli, | procured the friendſhip of Hliturus, 
who was a Few, and an actor, and in great 


favour with Nero: When I came to be known n 


to Poppea,Ce/ar's wite,] made it my earneſt bu- 

ſineſs to gain his interett for their diſcharge ; 
Poppea loaded me with ſeveral preſents ior 
this kindneſs of mine, after which 1 returned 
into my own country. | | | 

When I came there, I found affairs in a pre- 
carious ſcituation, and ſome change likely to 
break out; great numbers being elated with 
the late revolt from the Romans: Jo prevent 
this miſchief, I endeavoured to keep the re- 
bellious within the bounds of their duty, by 
ſetting before their eyes the people they 
were going to engage with, and how they 
were vaſtly inferior to the Romans in mi- 
litary experience, and in the ſucceſs of their 
affairs; but this was not all, I further deſired 
them not to expoſe their country, families, 
and themſelves to the worſt misfortunes 
and difficulties. I uſed theſe remonſtrances, 
and urged them with great warmth and im- 
portunity, plainly foreſeeing that the exit 
of this war would be attended with dread- 
ful conſequences. But whatever 1 laid betore 
them had no effect, ſo great was the infa- 
tuation which their deſperate condition had 
thrown them into. 

But, apprehending leſt too often inculcating 
the leſſons I gave them would draw upon 
me their hatred and ſuſpicion, and make them 
think 1 ſided with the enemy, which might, 
in the end, induce my countrymen. to ſeize 


and put me in great danger of my life, I 


ſeized upon the caſtle Antonia, and withdrew 
into the inner part of the temple: Bur aſ- 
ſoon as Mana hem, and the gang of the chief 
robbers were put to death, I came privately 
out of the temple and converſed again with 
the prieſts and chief of the Phariſees, We 
were preſently put into a deep Panmc, at 
ſeeing the people take up arms; and when 
we were. at a ſtand what courſe or meaſures 
we ſhould take, and having not power ſuffici- 
ent to aflwage the furious temper of the peo- 
ple, and having before our eyes the danger 
that was likely to enſue, we pretended to 
approve the ſteps. they had taken; bur advi- 
led them to reſtrain trom any hoftilitics, and: 
ſuffer the enemy to depart, becauſe we were 
in hopes that Geſſius would not be long 
in coming to us, with. a ſufficient body of 
forces, to put a ſtop to the ſedicion. 

Bur, upon his coming and giving. battle to. 
the rebels, he had the ill fortune to be de- 
feated, and ſeyeral of his men to be lain, which 
overthrow became a ſourſe of miſerable ca- 
lamities to our nation; for thoſe who longed 
tor war were extremely puffed up with this 
firſt ſucceſs, and we were in great hopes we 
ſhould be able to maſter the Romans. Be- 
ſides, another cauſe for kindling this war fell out 
on the following account, I he inhabitants of 
thoſe cities in ria which border upon us, 
ſeized all the Jews, with their wives and 
children, who dwelt among them, and 1nhu- 
manly put them to death, when they could 
find nothing to accuſe them of; for they had 
neither attempted any change in order to re- 


volt from the Romans, nor had committed 


any 


<a 
% w 8 a — 2 r 2 - 
tor 2 ogg + OE. 7 
1 _—_ 2. 
CO 7 2 8 


* 


= . . _— 5 ENCES 
. —_— = E * 1 K = _ = 8 a x — no 
1 gta”. * — N < N > LPR ** * 2 N „ — p * _ +) — = 2 - — 2 — Mn 22 . = L — 9 — N n 7 * 
1 1 5 wv % > Sp" 2 Es Eee IE Ws oo n 3 . \ ear, tau 7 ns 2 . IEEE RA —— RT — FR 2 . IL ö * . * 5 — 
A be > 8 A r 0 8 A on mY err n IIS 3 r ww, - 00 - * 25 * on p es E py > e — I 22 me 8 
A 5 „ 8 ere 5 . CC ASME co 7 2 2 e * SIR G g ID CE SEE 3 Sn DoS "ah wi 2 7 . — ES AK? * 2 8 8 ä — — 
* — X 2 1 * - LEES 4 - 8 7 5 SEA OS TEM +. Cir, > #0.» D + £ —— * n = — — 8 os z 8 > — —— 2 7 2 - be - p 0 — * 8 2 — > N — 2 os — - 
- — — = = J - — — - — 5 vg 1 — — = yg L ; = — 22 2 y — LI — 2 2 
1 8 — = . — 2 = - RES .. . — bas —— 2 2 5 1 & £ ma 1 1 . P , — * — — * n © 
2 8 N b 20 Fe oye "WM 2295. OG : Soap, 5 — n CO. 8 3 - AGE + a —.— by 2 n - — =_ — —ů an 3 8 > — _ — 2 2 —- — — 
4 5 _ Dr” N x 2 as ; WE 1 - 238 2 N 2 > . — r DF — . * 3 plank : — 5 7 * 2 A ra Ty 8 — o | N — 3 = 
SS. E _— 8 a EDIT). Pt. © e : —— — - G7 2 of ESR „„ e I ww - oo S ny <A IR 5 8 * n —_ EYES n _— "IT > ——— p * Ln A D - — . 
2 * * Vf — _ Cy; l by; = < 27 3 5 — 2 — = n — = . - l 2 - a — Ce” 27 " >, 8 - * _ 
5 "> 3 3 3 2 8 7 M7 — 8 7 2 " \ * — - 
S N pn ROY 2 S . . . N * 1 0 2 = 1 89829 ˙¹D — = — * — — — — OS — - - _— OT L . * 
* — * n; 8 r TY þ - TD \ = by * 2 od . £ 1 
7 * * _ — 8 b # . 
Y « 9 * *® E — ” — - __ - — TX - . * # . _ ho 
7 P — 4 das 88 ** * 1 0 + OS - > . * 12 E * a. 
Oo. OO ˙¹—ü 1 3 - =»: "x ws 8 m—_— = II 2 . . | : 
"= 1 2 . 1 r - 8 2 1 2 2 2 ** m7. 
. 3 
2 * 4 ba 


DO. 


. _ 
= - m _ o — 
- : | _ 
— — = 
I * _ . — 
_ 
— — ———— — 5 
: ; r ů— CCS * * 
— — —ę = 1 — — — no, * — — — 
— g = 

I 
” 9 
* 


— 


EA ER 


„ 222 # — 
- — 2 — - 2 
* — 2 2 
— — — = - 
a — r — n —U— — 4 
—ͤ—ũ—̃—ñ—— — — 


496 


tizens of Scythopozis were the moſt barbarous 
and cruel on this occaſion, who being warred 
upon by the foreign Fews, obliged all the 
Jews reſiding among them to rake up arms 
againſt their own tribes, a thing eftectually 


| prohibited by our laws ; and by their aſſiſtance, 


upon engaging them, put thoſe who attacked 


them to the rout; but after the victory, little 


regarding the faith they owed their allies, they 
put all of them, to the number ot ſeveral 
thouſands, to death. Nor were the Fews 1nha- 
biting Damaſcus out of the like circumſtances; 
bur we will give a more accurate derail of this 
affair, when we come to ſpeak of the Few!f 
wars, for I have only now mentioned theſe 
particulars by the way, with an intent to ſhew 
my readers, that the Fews were not drawn in- 
to the war againſt the Romans through any ſer 
purpoſe, but rather obliged to it through ne- 
ceſſity. 

Geſſius being defeated, as we have obſerved 
above, and the principal among the Hero/oly- 
mites ſeeing that the robbers had abundance 
of arms, and apprehending, that they might lie 


expoſed to the inſults ct their enemies, which 


afterwards, but too truly happened; and hear- 
ing that all Galilee had revolted from the Ro- 
mans, but that part of it ſtill preſerved itſelf 
quiet; they deputed me, and two prieſts, 
who were Fozar and Fudas, good honeſt men, 
to go thither, and endeavour to perſuade the 
murtineers to lay down their arms, and ac- 
quaint them how much better it was to keep 
them for the loyal and valiant men in our na- 
tion; for it had been unanimouſty reſolved 
upon, to be always, for the future, upon the 
defenſive, and wait what ſteps the Romans 
were going to take. STE 

When I had received theſe inſtructions, I 
went into Galilee, where I found the Sepphorires 
in very great anxiety and ſolicitude about 
their country; becauſe the Ga/i/eans had doom- 
ed it to plunder, both 1n their entering into an 
alliance with the Romans, and in their giving 
Geſſius, who was then governor of ria, 
marks of their friendſhip. But I effectually 
removed all their apprehenſions, by perſuad- 
ing the people, in order to pleaſe them, to a 
milder temper, and giving them liberty when 
ever they thought fit to ſend to Dor, a city of 
Phænicia, to thoſe whom they had given Ce 
for hoſtages. Bur I found the citizens of 27 


berias had taken up arms a little before this, on 


the following pretence. | 

There were three factions in this city; one 
of them conſiſted of more grave and honeſt ci- 
tizens, and Julius Cippellus was their chief, 
who was followed by Herod, the ſon of Mi- 


rus, Herod, the fon of Gamalus, and Compſus, ing ſeveral of the citizens had revolted fen 

the ſon of Compſus, and his brother Cri/pus, the Romans, endeavoured to put a flop bn 

who formerly had been made governor of the courſe of their diſloyalty, and begged ten 
city by Agrippa, and now lived upon his eſtate to preſevere in their obedience ; but his fen my 
en the other fide Jordan; all theſe perſons ſtrances were to no effect, though he took cit] nn 
whom I have here mentioned, were very-urgent ſtep he judged proper for that end; for the be I 
in perſuading the citizens tocontinue in the duty bouring people,the Gadareus and Gaba 
they owed the Romans and their king. But g means, and Tyrian 5. having raiſed a nunend mn 
this advice had no influence on Piſtus, who army, ſet upon Giſchal | and took the cl of iy 
had been won over by the counſel of the ſon ſtorm, which they laid in aſhes, and levelled = 
of Fuflus; but otherwiſe, he was naturally of the ground, after which they returned ome." mn 
no bad diſpoſition. I he other faction, being com- proceeding irritating Job he wall 9 


The LIFE of 


any hoſtilities againſt the Syrians. But the ci- 


oſed of a company of men of mean e 
thought there was an abſolute neceſſi 


xtradtiot, 
l | ; iy to Tun 
into a War. But 7uftusr, the fon 


of Pfu, 


Preteng. 
ON to the 


and the chief over the third faction 
ed he had ſcruples upon him in relati 
war ; bur was delirous of a change, ſuppoln 
a revolution would give him an oppottunit 8 
thruſting himſelf into ſome poſt of auth 
and, with this view, ſtepping into the mic of 
the multitude, he uſed all the rhetorie b 
was maſter of, to make them think, That 7 : 
city always had belonged to Galilee, - 


and 
been called a metropolis in the reign of Ang 
the tetrach its founder, who had enatted, tht 


the city of the Sepphorites, ould be dencnduy 
on that , I iberias; and that they had ny | 
this preheminence under Agrippa, the father of 
the younger, but that they had enjoyed it ml 
Felix came ſo be governor over Judæa; lut |, 
told them, that they were lereft of it k 
rauſe Nero had made a preſent of them y the 
younger Agrippa, and that depphotis, 
become t he chief city of Galilee, Aiuce it þi 
ſubjected itſelf to the Romans; and th they 
had then no royal table or archives, I hiſe 2 
a great many more inſinuaticns, which vere * 
ve.led at Agrii pa, were purely done to ini. 
tate 'the people to a revolt; after which he 
thus added, That then was the time for thu 
to take up arins, and enter into an alliance u 
the Galilæans (wh world readily oly tun jor 
the hatred they bore th: Sepphorites, fir cut 
nuing friends to the Romans) and jun thar 
forces together to take ajift cvenge un thn, 
Theſe words effectually ſtirred up the minds of 
the multitude to engage in a war, for 7% 
was naturally formed tor inſinuation, and hi 
words were too perſuaſive not to have an iuſu- 
ence over the people; beſides thoſe who wetetis 
adverſaries, and adviſed things quite contray, 
were drawn in by his fallacious and artiul te- 
ſoning. He was verſcd in the Grecian learning, 
which embolden'd him to write an hiſtory dt 
theſe tranſactions, in order io conceal the nds 
he related. But we will ſpeak of this perſon 
and tell of his abandoned. and wickel lie, 
and how he and his brother had like to bn 
proved the authors of our nation's ruin, in il 
diſcourſe as we proceed in it. After 7% 
had thus perſuaded the people to take i 


arms, and forced great numbers, 2gainft thet I 


inclinations, to come into the ſame {cheme, is 
marched with them, and ſet fire to the to 
of the Gadarens and Hippemi, which borders 
of Scythopolis. 1 
Ihis was the ſituation Tiberias was in, b 
what belongs to G?/chal, the followlig þ 
the account; John, the ſon of Levi, ov 


. 
bo. 7 A 
5 1 


upon the confines of Tiberias, and the coun B 
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thoſe he had about him, engaged KG: G 
beople, raiſed Gi/chal to a more caurifn $a" 
than before, n it with ſtrong walls 
its future defence. 5 | 
eee in the interim, kept within its ory 
to the Romans, from the following Cauic : 
Philip, ſon of Jacim, and king Agri 1 
oovernor, unexpectedly eſcaping out © oO 
palace at Ilieroſolyma, when he was befieged, 
tell into another danger, which was, that he 
had likely in his flight to have been put to 
death by Manahem and the robbers ; bur the 
5 Babylon tuns, who were his kinſmen, and then 
— reſided at Hiero/ lyma, ſaved his lite. Having 
RF continued in this ſituation four days, on the 


| 1 fifth he put on counterfeit hair on his head, to 
13 diſguiſe himſelf, and ſought to ſecure himſelt ; 
and coming to a certain town under his juriſ- 
diction, which ſtood near the caltle of Gamala, 

ghe ſent orders to ſome ot his ſubjects to come 
to him. Bur while Philip was meditating on 
= this, God hindered the execution of his de- 
gn for his advantage, which, had it not hap- 

= pened, he had inevitably periſhed ; for being 
ftuddenly taken with a fever, he delivered a 
letter, which was wrote to the children and 
WE wico! {n54ppa, to his freedman, to carry to 

7 Varus, who at this time was governor of the 

= kingdom, the adminiſtratjon of which had been 

| committed to him by the kings; for they 

© were gone to Ber) s, with an intent to meet 

® Ge//ins, to honour him. When Varus receiv'd 

= Phil's letter, and found he had recovered, 

he was extremely uneaſy at it, and imagined 

= the kings would thiuk him of no ſervice to 
them, fiuce Philip was come to them. In con- 
WE ſequence of this uncalineſs, he took the perſon 
Ez who brought the letter, and carried him into 
the midit of the people, where, charging him 
FRE with counterteiting the letter, and telling, as 
| hae ſaid, a lye to h'm, in reporting that Philip 
bad fought againſt the Jews at Hieroſohi ma, 
be put him to death. Bur no freedman re- 
„turning, Philip, who knew nothing at all of 
| RE what had happened, ſent another perſon with 
another letter, in order to bring bim werd 
„back what had befallen the firſt meſſenger he 
„ had ſent, that he did not haſten his return. 
but when this man came, Varus took him away, 
by laying accuſations againſt him. Varus was 


entirely drawn up to a vaſt conceit of himſelf 
by the Syrians inhabiting Ce/ſareca, telling him, 
oi Rt bac p would certainly be put to death 
i by the Ko, for the tranſgieſſions of the 
as u and that he would receive the kingdom, 
el becauſe he was deſcended from a race of kings. 
it vas certain, Varus was come of royal blood, 
oöcing che nephew of Suhemus, who had the 
Ezgovernment of the countries about Libanus. 
his was the principal thing that ſwelled the 
ambition of Farus, in conſequence of which, 
ee kept the letter to himſelf, and ftrove, all 
pc could, to hinder the king from coming to 
ncderſtand the contents, and watched ever: 
cou, for fear any perſon ſhould privately 
18 ſcape, and acquaint the king what was doing, 


ag 
JYA.- 7 
. 
: v1 
. v7 AS 


n I wo” Pe * 2 4 
* r * 
ST” 
* 7 1 > 8 
ao" & = n \ * 2 * 7 7 2 * 
5 * 


1 


a, in the concluſion, to humour the Cæſarean 
RP), pur ſeveral of the Fews to death. 
or was this all, he ordered the people to 
5 take up arms in conjunction with the Trach- 
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onites, who dwelt in Batamea, and make an at. 
tack upoh the Babylonian Fews (who had that 
appellation) who inhabited Ecbatana. With 


this view, he ſent for twelve of the moſt faith- 


ful among the Cæſarean Fews,' to whom he 
gave orders to go to Ecbatana, and acquaint 
their countrymen, who inhabited there, with 
theſe words : © That Varus, having heard you 
© are ready to make an inſurrection againſt your 
© king, but not putting confidence altogether 
© 1n the report, hath: ſent us to adviſe you to 
© lay down your arms, which will be the beſt 
© argument to convince him, he juſtly disbe- 
© lieved thoſe who ſignified ſuch a ſtory to him 
© about yon.” And he commanded ſeventy of 
their principal men to be ſent, in order to clear 
them of what had been laid to their charge. 
In conſequence of theſe orders, when the 
twelve came among their tribeſmen, who were 
at Ecbatand, and found them in no poſture to 
bring about a change, they adviſed them to 
rake care, and ſend the ſeventy perſons, who, 
little ſuſpecting what would happen, deputed 
the propoſed number, and ſent them to Ca- 
rea With the twelve. Yarns took care to meet 
them with the royal army, and commanded 
every man of them, with the twelve, to be ſlain 
on the ſpot, and then made an expedition againſt 
the Fews at Ecbatana. But one of the ſeven- 
ty, having the good fortune to eſcape, got to 
his countrymen, and acquainted them with the 
treachery, upon which they immediately took 
up what arms they had, and withdrew with 
their wives and children to the caſtle Gamala, 
leaving their towns ſtored with abundance of 
wealth, and ſeveral thouſands of ſheep in them. 
When Philip came to hear of this procedure, 
he likewiſe withdrew to Gamala. Upon his 
appearing among them, they begged him 
with great earneſtneſs to put himſelf at their 
head, and defend them againſt the Syrians of 
Ceſarean, for, they told him, they had heard 
that they had put their king to death, But 
Fhllip endeavoured to check their deſign, and 
recalling to their remembrance the favours they 
had received from the king, and telling them 
how powerful the Romans were, and that it 
was effectually againſt their intereſt to enter 
into an offenſive war againſt them; he, at length, 
brought them to a better ſenſe of things. But 
when the king heard that the deſign of Varus 
was, one day or other, to put to death a great 
many thouſand Fews, with their wives and 
children, who dwelt in Cz/area, he ſent for 
Aquicolus Modins, and ordered him to go and 
ſucceed him, as we have took notice in another 
place. And Philip, in the mean time, endea- 
voured to reſtrain the caſtle of Gamala, and 
the country round about, from revolting from 
the Romans, and ſhaking off their allegiance 
to them, | | 
When I was come into Galilee, and had 
received the neus of theſe tranſactions, from 
the meſſengers ſent me to that end, I took 
care to ſend a letter to the Spnedrim at Hie- 
ro/olyma about every circumſtance, and re- 
quired their orders how 1 was to behave 
myſelt; they deſired me to remain where I 
was, and, keeping the aſſociates of the embaſſ 
with me, if they liked it, to take care for the 

6K defence 
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defence of Galilee. But my colleagues, having 
a great ſum of money about them, which. 
they had collected from the tenths, and were 

due to them, as they were prieſts, reſolved 
to return home; bur asking them to con- 
tinue with me, till things were compoſed, 
they readily conſented, upon which they ac- 
companied me from Sepphoris. I went into a 
certain town, named Bethmai, about four fur- 
longs from Tiberias, whither ſending a meſ- 
ſenger, I ſummoned the ſenate and the elders 
of the people there to appear before me; 
who coming, (and Fuftus was in their com- 

any) I told them, the people of Hieroſolyma 
bad ſeut me with my colleagues to them, to 
perform an ambaſly, and adviſe them effectu- 
ally to take away the houſe Herod the te- 
trarch had built, becauſe he had adorned it 
with the images of Animals, when the law ex- 
preſly forbade it; and I deſired them to give 
us liberty to do it as ſoon as we could. But 
Capellus, and the eldersof the people, ſtrenuouſ- 
ly oppoſed it, and would not for a long 
time be induced to give their conſent, till, 
overcome by our perſuaſions, they, at length, 
came to agree with our opinion; however, 


Jeſus the ſon of Sapphias prevented us, who, 


as we have obſerved already, was chief of the 
faction of ſailors, and the poorer ſort ; for af- 
ter he had got together a company of Gali- 
leans, he went and ſet fire to all the palace, 
thinking to enrich himſelf out of the ruins, 
and the gold he ſhould find there, becauſe he 
perceived the roof of ſome of the chambers co- 
vered over with gold; and indeed his compa- 
nions pillaged ſeveral things which we little 
thought of. After we had tranſacted our bu- 
ſineſs with the men of Tiberias, we withdrew 
from Bethmai, and went into the upper 
Galilee, But Jeſus's faction flew every Greek 
that was in the city, and all whom they 
eſteemed as enemies, before theſe hoſtil i- 
cles. | 

When 1 heard this, I was very much 
enraged ; and when I came to Tiberius, u- 
ſed all the care and diligence I could, to 
ſave the houſhold furniture of the palace, 
which could be got out of the hands of the 
pillagers; among theſe were candleſticks of 
Corinthian braſs, and royal tables, and a 
great quantity of unſtamped filver: Every 
18 obtained, I reſolved to preſerve for 
the king; and, to this end, I ſent for twelve 
of the principal ſenators, and Cape/lus, the 
ſon of Antillus, and gave the goods to 
them, with expreſs orders to deliver them to 
no one living without my leave. After which 
I went with my colleagues to Gi/chal, to 
Fohn, deſiring to know what he was a tranſ- 
Ting or meditating, and it was not long 
before I found him ftudious to - procure a 
change, and aſpiring to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment; for he importuned me to give him li- 
berty to export Cz/ar's corn, which was laid 
up in the towns of the upper Galilee, 
ſaying, he would expend ir in the building 
the walls of his city ; but perceiving, in this 
requeſt, the drift of his intentions, I ſaid I 
could not permit him, for I had intentions 


ing there was no poſſibility of taking thelr 


Galilee into a ſtate of tranquility and qui; 
| beſide, I took ſeventy of the magiſtrates d 


unanimity, and endeavouring not to ſube BR 
juſtice by any raſh reſolve of mine, but te 1 1 
ſerve myſelf clear from bribery and the tec, 3 
ving of preſents. en 

1 was now about thirty years of ' ag Sel 


. 
of preſerving the corn either for the þ.. 
mans or myſelf, as having been conſtituteg a. 
vernor over the affairs of that country, b On 
common conſent of the Hieroſolymites. Wies 
he found he could do nothing with me, he D 
ed himſelf then to my colleagues, wh, 
but narrow views into the conſequerices af 
things, and were very ready to graſp at 2 by 
ſent made them ; he corrupted them 5 1 
torce and prevalence of his money, in order um 
ou their votes, and ſecure the corn that , 
oarded up in his province, and, when 1 d¾ 
myſelf thus over-ballanced by the two, I fub. = 
ſided, and held my tongue. But ohm wy ? 
uſe of another ſtratagem to gain his point; » - 
told them that the Jes inhabiting Ceſary 
were ſhut up within their walls by the order of 
the king's governor there, and that they had 
ſent a meſſenger to him, with earneſt entrees 
that as they had no pure oil that was ſufficient E 
for their uſe, he would ſee and ſupply tien? 
with ſome, for fear they ſhould be obliged 90 Mu 
make uſe of that which the Greeks uſe, and 
act againſt the inſtitutions of their county 
John ſpoke thus, not from any religious moths 
but through a very baſe and ſordid view; br 
knowing that two Sectarij at Ceſarea world 
fetch one drachm, and fourſcore Sectarij ar 670 
chal but four drachms, he ordered all the gi 
to be brought thence, as if he had procured my 
leave for ſo doing; but indeed he had none of 
my inclination for it, but my apprehenſion of 
the people, had I retuſed it, ſtoning me todeith, 
made me give way to it. But Fohn, after he 
had obtained this requeſt from me, made wt 
advantage of his ſtratagem. FO 
After I had ſent my colleagues from Gf. 
chal to Hieroſohma, I made it my entire 
buſineſs to procure what arms I could, and 
fortify the ſeveral cities in the beſt manner 
I was able; with this view I ſummoned the 
more ſtout men among the robbers ; but tnd- 


turn. 


arms from them, I humoured the people with 
preſents, and endeavoured to make them ſup- 
ply me that way; telling them it was much 
better to give them ſome allowance that wiy, 
than ſuffer their ſubſtance to be expoſed o 
their rapine and depredations. After I had 
took an oath from them, of their not comic 
any more into my goverment, unleſs whe! 
they were ſent for, or had received ide 
propoſed hire, I diſmiſſed them; but firlt gue {Rs 
them ftri&t orders, to commit no hoſtilines, pep 
either upon the Romans, or their neighvous; Ry 
for it was my only and principal care to u 


Galilee, through a pretence of friendihyp ® 
hoſtages, for their good behaviour, uon 
made my companions in my journies, and ci. 
ſticuted them judges of my determinations, : 
ways making my decrees according to d 
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which time, though a man may 


illegal deſires, yet it is a very difficult task 
to eſcape the envy. of ſlanderous tongues ; ef 
pecially if he be veſted with any degree of 
authority: Yer I, in this very caſe, defended all 
women from contumelions uſage, and, as if I 
wanted nothing, deſpiſed every thing that was 
offered me by way of preſent ; nay, I refuſed 
to take the "nh from thoſe who brought 


to them. However, I confeſs, after my con- 
queſt over the Syrians, who inhabited in the 
cities bordering upon me, I took part of the 
ſpoils ro myſelf, which, 1own, I willingly ſent 
to my relations at Hiero/o/yma. But when I 
had twice ſtormed Sepphoris, four times 77be- 
rias, once Gadara, and ſeveral times brought 
John, who treacherouſly acted againſt me, into 
my power, I neither preſumed fo far as to pu- 
niſh him or the aforeſaid people, as will be 
ER feen in the ſequel, This is the reaſon makes 
me think God (who hides not himſelf from 

© thoſe who act uprightly) delivered me out of 

their hands, and afterwards, when J was expo- 


=” we will take notice in the ſequel. 
do great was the benevolence and kindneſs 
ERR ot the people of Galilee for me, that, when I 
bad ſtormed their cities, and carried their 
wives and children into captivity, they were 
EX not ſo much troubled at their own misfortunes, 
as ſolicitous about my preſervation, When John 
: *. ſaw this, he burned with envy, and ſent me a 
letter, in which he entreated me, when he came 


As I lictle dreamt he would become the author 
of any ill againſt me, I granted his requeſt, and 
further wrote to the perſons, by name, whom I 

had deputed to govern Tiberias, to prepare a 
lodging for John, and thoſe who came with him, 
and ſupply them with all manner of neceſſaries. 
At this time, I reſided in a certain village of 
Galilee, called Cana. 
| Upon John's coming to Tiberias, he took 
RX meaſures with the citizens of the town to 
elinquiſn the love they bore me, and eſ- 
. Ar his intereſt; ſeveral were won over 
vy his intreaties, who were fond of a change, 
413 and naturally bent upon a revolution, and 


mts; 


=} __ their ſeditious views. Fuſftus and 
Lis father Piſtus were the principal perſons 
ho drove them to abandon me, and take 
the part of John; but by good foreſight 1 
prevented them from their deſign ; for Silas 
hom, as I have obſerved above, I had made 
governor of Tiberias, fent me a meſſenger, 
bo diſcovered to me the temper of the 
beriaus, and adviſed me to uſe all the 
ate I was able, for any delay would throw 
ie city into another's power. When I had 
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By zberias. In the morning, approaching the 
en, a great multitude of people came out 
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ing complimented me in a confuſed manner, 


them to me, though I had, as a prieſt, a right 


© ſed toimminent dangers, preſerved me, of which 


RX to Tiberias, to give him liberty of uſing the 
. hot baths there for the recovery of his health. 


wlad of any opportunity that offered itſelf to 
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and-apprehending, on the diſcovery of his trea- 
chery, his life ſhould be expoſed to danger, 
made all the haſte he could to his apartment. 
When I was come to the end of a furlong, I 
diſmiſſed all the guards who were about me, 
except one, and ten other perſons in armour 
with him, and made it my buſineſs to ſpeak 
from an eminence to the people of Tyberias, 
and adviſe them not to be ſo ſudden in their 
revolt; for altering ſides would but turn to 


their diſhonour, and they would juſtly fall into 


the fuſpicions of thoſe who ſhould be appoint- 
ed governors over. them, becauſe they had 
ſhewn themſelves unable to preſerve their obe- 
dience. | | 

1 had not made an end of my harangue, be- 


fore I heard one of my men bid me come 


down, for the time would not admit me then to 
be ſo ſolicitous for the Tiberians, but I ought 
to look to myſelf, and find out a way to ef- 
cape thoſe who were my enemies ; for, it 
ſeemed, ohn, when he found I was left only 


with a few of my domeſticks, ſent a party of 


the moſt faithful men he had in his army, 


which conſiſted of about a thouſand ſoldiers, 
with expreſs orders to kill me ; for, according 
to the command given them, they came up, 
and had certainly executed their deſign upon 
me, had not I immediately jumped down from: 


the eminence I ſtood upon, with Fames my 
body guard, and received aſſiſtance from one 
Herod, a Tiberian, who led the way before me, 


by which means I obtained a paſſage ro the 
lake, and there getting on board a veſſel which 


was fortunately there, I got cleat of my ene- 
mies, beyond all men's expectations, and with- 
drew myſelf to Tarichæ. 

The inhabitants of this city, when they. 


came to hear of the perfidious treatment of 


the Tiberians, were terribly exaſperated ; and 


immediately taking up arms, they begged me 
to put myſelf at their head, and conduct them 
(ſaying they were ready to revenge their ge- 


neral upon them) againſt the Tiberians ; be- 
ſide, they ſpread the reports of this tranſaction 
throughout all Galilee, endeavouring all they 
could to irritate the Galilezans againſt the 71 


berians, and adviſed them, as many as could, 


to colle& themſelves together, and follow 
ſuch meaſures as ſhould ſeem beſt to their ge- 
neral. In obedience to this, great numbers aſ- 
ſembled from all parts of Ga/ilee in arms, who 
perſuaded me to invade Ziberias, and ſtorm it, 
and having laid 1t even with the ground; carry 


them with their wives and children into capti- 


vity. And thoſe of my friends, who had 
made their eſcape out of Tziberias, adviſed me 
to the ſame thing.. But I could not cloſe in 
with their remonſtrances, ſuppoſing there would 
be great injuſtice in beginning a civil war; for 
L was. of opinion, the diſpute ought to be car- 
ried no farther than a verbal contention ; nay, 
I told them it was not their intereſt to purſue 
ſuch ſteps, while the Romans ſtood ſpectators, 
and we debilitated ourſelves by our own diſ- 
agreements and diviſions. 1 made uſe of this 


language, to aſſwage and cool the impetuoſity 
ot the Galilzans; 
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_ Bur Fohn, when he found his ftratagem diſ- 
concerted and ſpoiled from what he had form- 
ed to himſelf, began to have apprehenſions of 
himſelf; and when he had taken the forces he 
had about him, he left Tiberias, and went to 
Giſchal, from whence he wrote me a letter, in 
which he endeavoured. to excuſe what he had 
done, as if what had been ated were againſt 
his inclination, and begged me to entertain no 
ſuſpicion of him; all which he ratified with an 
oath and other dreadful execrations, which he 
imagined would obtain my credit to what he 
had wrote in his letter. | 

But the Galilæans (for great numbers of 
others of them came in arms to me from all 
parts of the country) knowing the man to be 
of a baſe diſpoſition, and guilty of perjury, 
begged me to lead them againſt him, promiſing 
to aboliſh entirely both him and (i/chal, the 
place of his birth. To this 1 made anſwer, 
and told them, that I owned myſelt under a 
ſenſible obligation to them for their readineſs 
to ſerve me, and aſſured them I would endea- 
vour to requite their loyalty; but impor- 
tuned them very earneſtly to abſtain from juch 
a ſtep, aud asked their pardon if I was inclined 
to put an end to the tumult without ſpilling of 
blood ; and when I had adviſed the multitude 
to this, I withdrew to oepprhrris. 

The men of this city having reſolved a- 
mong themſelves to continue dutiful to the 
Romans, and apprehending ſome fears of my 
arrival, endeavour'd, by amuſing me wich other 
affairs, to look to chemſelves. With this view, 
they ſent a meſſenger to Fe/ts, the captain of 


the robbers, who was then upon the irontlers 


of Proſomais, by whom they promiſed to give 
him a large ſum of money, provided he 
would bring his company of men (who were 
fourſcore in number) and make war upon us; 
they, not diſliking the propoſal made them, 
reſolved to fall upon us, who neither knew 
any thing of the agreement, or were in a 
condition to oppoſe them. In conſequence of 
this, Fe/is ſent to ask me if he might come 
and ſpeak with me, which I granted, (tor I 
knew nothing of any treachery deſigned a- 
gainſt me) and then he, with his band of 
men, haſtened to come and fall upon me; but 
his deſigns proved abortive, and his baſe 
views were not attended with the ſucceſs he 
imagined : When he was not a great way from 
me, one of his men deferted from him, and 
came and acquainted me with his deſigns. 
When I found this, I ſtept into the mar- 
ket place, where I pretended as.it I knew 
nothing of the villainy deſigned againſt me; 
but J procured ſeveral armed Gali/eans to ef- 
pouſe my cauſe, and ſome of the Tiberians, 
whom 1 expreſly charged to block up all the 
ivenues leading into the city, and ſet ſtrict 
guards in every one of them ; and charged 
che centinels poſted at the gates to let 
Feſus, when he came, and the chief of his 
company, enter into the city, but refuſe ad- 
mittance to the others ; and commanded them 


to beat them back: They exactly put 
cution what I had ordered, and 7%. - 
a few of his retinue, was admitted. With 
this I bade him immediately. throw Upn 
his arms, and threatened him with death © 
retuſed ; and when he found himſelf fur o 
ed with armed men, he was fins: 
fear, and condeſcended to do as I had Flth 
ed him. 'Thoſe of his followers who we. 
ſhut out of the city, when they hearg 2 
captain was taken, threw themſelves i 5 
precipitate flight; After this I took hy 
aſide, and told him I was not tle 
the, villainy that was deſigned Nr ds 
nor by whom he was conducted and Fn 
however, I would give him a pardon, Ray, 
ded he would amend and prove ATT Age 
he gave me his promiſe he would ah 0 
cvery thing I deſired, and u Fon 
very ng cured, and upon that [ fo 
him at liberty, and allowed him to pat; 
together again the number of men ke in 
brought with him: Beſide, 1 threatened 6 
Sepphorites to take Juſt puziſhment upon ring 
— did not in time amend their ungrateſy 
There came to me about this time, out cf 
the country. of Trachonitis, two grandecs who 
had been veſted with legal authority, bring 
ing with them their horſes and arms 1 
money. Had they ſtaid any longer tins Is 
their country, the Fews had certainly torce 
them to be circumciſed ; but I would nor per- 
mit any violence of that kind ſhould be ofer- 
ed them, ſaying, that every man ought to be 
at liberty to worſhip God according to his cn 
conſcience, and that nothing was to be done 
to make thoſe who fled to him for refuge, . 
pent of their journey. Theſe words ſeemed to 
pacify the multitude, and the perſons came: 
I gave them an allowance of all necellary pro 
viſions. | 
During theſe tranſactions, king Azrippa ſent 
a body of forces, with Aquicolus Megins a 
their head, to lay ſiege to the caſtle of Gan 
la. The detachment being too few to inet 
the place, they planted themſelves in the open 
places, and made their attacks upon Ga 
In the interim, Cebulius, the Decuriau, wid 
was the ſole governor of the great plain, cr 
ming to hear that I was arrived at Sie 
town in the confines of Galilee, and abou: 
threeſcore furlongs diſtant from him, took WR 
the night time about an hundred horſe he hi | I 
with him, and two hundred foot, and hari fi 
taken the advice of the inhabitants of (a) 61% l_- 
he marched in the night, and came o '" Be 
town where I reſided. Having draun " yu 
forces, which were conſiderable, into oro: Re 
battle, juſt over-againſt him, he {trove all k | 
could to bring me into the plain, for he u wn 
his main confidence in his cavalry. How" 
he could not make us hearken to bin; 
when I found the great advantage be v [Xt 
ly to reap from his horſe, if I drew donn 
to the plain, (for my army conſiſted entire 
of foot) I refolyed to give the enemy — 


n exe. 


(a) It belonged to the Tribe of the Benjamites, and has been frequently mentioned in the Antiquiis 
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in the town. In conſequence of, this 3 
and his forces, for ſome time, made a brave 


reſiſtance; but when he ſaw that his cavalry 


were of no ſervice to him in the poſt he then 


was, he withdrew to Gaba, . 
his delign, having only, loſt three _ 8 t 1 
engagement. Upon this, 1 preſently to yes 

him with a thouſand men, and coming . the 
city Beſara, ſtanding in the confines o Ee: 
/cmats, and about twenty furlongs diſtant u 
Gala, where Abatilis had ſhut himſelt up, 

marſhalled my men before the town, and = 
orders to guard diligently all the paſſes an 

avenues, to hinder the enemy from giving us 
any diſturbance, while he went and tetched. 
corn (a great quantity of which, belonging to 
queen Herenice, had been gathered out of che 
neighbouring towns and laid up in Beſara) on 
our camels and aſſes, pretty many of which 
we had brought with us. My deſign in chis 
forelight was to procure corn, and fend it in- 
to Galle, When I had given theſe orders, 


3 

aud my men had exccuted them, I challenged 
als to give him battle; but when he law 
© the alacrity and cheariulneſs of my men, which 


territed him, he declined coming to an engage- 
meu. Upon this, I turned my march againſt 
Ne rottanus, having received intelligence, that 
he committed his depredations in the teirito- 
TICS about Tetertas. 1 his Neopolitanliq was (et 
over a compeny of horſemen, and Scythoporrs 
was entruſted to him, in order to guard and de- 
fend 1; againſt the inroads of the enemy. When 
l had pur a ſtop to his farther progreſs upon 
= 71:45, I reſolved to look after the aftairs of 
= Gallcc. 

While theſe tranſactions were on foot, John, 
BE the ſon of Levi, (whom we have already ob- 
WE ſerved to live at Gi/chal) atter he heard that 
W= every thing ſucceeded according to my with, 
and that 1 was eftectually eſtabliſhed in the 
= good ſentiments of my ſubjects, and was A ter- 
WE ror to my enemies, could not help ſhowing his 
uncaſineſs; and, ſuppoſing that his downfal 
would be the inevitable conſequence of my 
| proſperity, he began to have a prodigious 
ER hatred to me; and, in conſequence of this, ha- 
ving flattcred myſelf with hopes, that, pro- 
Ez vided he could ſtir up the minds of my ſub- 
WL jects to a haired of my perſon and conduct, 
be thould be in a capacity to ruin my proſper- 
Wous deſigns, he ſollicited the Tiberians and 
eepphorites, ſuppoſing the Gavarenes would 
follow their example, (tor theſe are citizens of 
the chictcit towns in Galilee) to abandon their 
obedience to me, and join his party, telling 
hem, he would make a better general to them 
ban I had done, The Sepphorites (who had 
hoden the Romans for their maſters) were re- 
ooccd to neither's obedience, and would not 
eearken to any remonſtrance he made; but the 
berians, though they would not ſuffer them- 
3 . Felves to be perſuaded to revolt, yet unani- 
molly declared they would be his friends. As 


aſt, at the importuniry and exhortation of 7 
n, who was the principal man in the city, 


ad uſed 7% u as a friend and ally. Theſe 
Pople did not at firſt openly diſcover their de- 
etion, as having apprehenſions of the Gali 
as, whole kindeſs and loyalty to me they 
4. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


rr the Gabarenes, they eſpouſed Fohn's inter- 


501 
had already ſeveaal times experienced; but 
when they found a fit conjuncture thrown into 
their hands, they threw of the mask, and plainly 
ſhewed their treachery ; 1n conſequence of this, 
was expoſed to eminent danger, and the fol- 
lowing is an account ol it. 

A company of adventurous young men, who 
were Dabaritenes by birth, underſtanding that 
the wife of Plolomy, the king's procurator, was 
travelling from the province which was ſubject 
to the king's, through the great plain, into the 
Roman Dominions, with a large quantity of 
valuable effects, which was guarded with a 
ſtrong convoy of horſe, they ſuddenly ſallied 
upon them, and obliged the woman to fly, but 
took away every thing ſhe carried about her, 
and then came to Taricheæ, where I then was, 
bringing with them four mules loaden with 
garments and other furniture, beſides a large 
quantity of ſilver, and five hundred gold 
drachms. I being willing to preſerve the 
things for Pro/omy, who was of the ſame 
tribe with me, (and our laws prohibit us not to 
rob an enemy) I told the perſons who brought 
the prizes to me, that the things ought to be 
kept, and that the money ariſing from their 
ſale, ought to go towards the building of the 
walls of fiero/o/yma. Theſe words were not 
well reliſned by the young men, becauſe they 
did not receive their dividends of the ſpoil as 


they expected, and, going into the towns which 


bordered upon T7berias, they reported about, 
that I deſigned to betray their country to the 
Romans; tor I had deluded them, in ſaying, 
that I would keep the goods they had made 


prize for towards repairing the walls of Hie- 


roſolyma, when 1 had decreed quite the con- 
trary, and reſolved to reſtore them to their 
right owner. Indeed, they were right in this 
conjecture. When they were gone from me, 
I ſent for Daſſion, and Fanneus the ſon of 
Levi, two of the chief of the city, and parti- 
cular friends of the king's, and ordered them 
to take the effects which had been ſtolen, and 
ſee them conveyed to the king, threatening 


them with death if they communicated the at- 


fair to any one elſe. 

A rumour ſpreading now throughout Galilee, 
as ik the country was to have been betrayed 
by my means into the hands of the Romans, 
put every one into confuſion, and exaſperated 


them to that height, that my punithment was 
The citizens of Tarichee, 
caſily induced by what the young men had 
ſuggeſted to them, adviſed the guards and 


reſolved upon. 


ſoldiers about me to abandon me when I was 
aſleep, and withdraw immediately into the 
Circus, there to conſult with the reit, what 
meaſures were to be taken againſt their gene- 
ral. Being won over by theſe words, and 
coming to the appointed place where a great 
number of people were already aſſembled, 
every one with an unanimous ſhout declared, 
tnat he, who had made himſelf their betrayer, 
was to be puniſhed. The moſt buſy agent to 
ſtir up their minds to this, was Feſtus, the ſon 
of Sapphias, at this time the chict magiſtrate 
of Tiberias, à ſeditious man, and naturally 
made to put affairs into confuſion; for no one 
was more turbulent, or more fond of any alter- 
ation than he. Having got the laws of Moy/es 
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in his hands, he Kept. into the midſt of them, 
and ſaid: If, citizens; you cannot hate Joſephus 
for the ſake of yourſelves," at leaſt caſt your eyes 
npon the-laws of your country; which bez who 


is the principal commander of your army, is go- 


ing to betray; let theſe then be the motive of 
your hatred againſt him, and a a puniſhment 
from him, as he deſerves for ſo notorious an at- 
gend. | |; 9 2 | 
When he had delivered himſelf thus, the 
whole audience approved his words with a 
loud acclamation ; upon which, he took a com- 
pany of armed men, and haftened to the houſe 
where I was, as if his deſign had been to put 
me to death. I, who little dreamr of this pro- 
cedure, was in my bed, and faſt afleep through 
my late fatigue: But Simon, who was my 
body-guard, and the only perſon now with me, 
ſeeing the incurſions of the citizens, awakened 
me out of my ſleep, and told me danger hung 
over my head, and begged me with a vali- 
ant ſpirit, as became a general, to dye by 
his hand, before the enemy came upon them, 
and they were expoſed to danger, and he 
was forced to looſe his life. "Theſe were the 
words he ſpoke to me; but I, confiding in the 
power of God, was very deſirous ro caft my- 
ſelf into the middle of the multitude. With 
this view, I put on a black-garment, and 
hung my ſword to my neck, and then gettin 
into the Circus by another way, where 
ſuppoſed none of my. enemies would meet 
me, I unexpectedly ſhewed myſelf to the 
view of the whole multitude, and threw my- 
ſelf proftrate on the ground, which I bedew- 
ed with my tears, and in this manner gave 
ſight of a very mournful ſpectacle, When 
I found the people were altered in their ſen- 


timents, 1 endeavoured, all I could, to draw 
them into other thoughts, before the ſoldiers 


returned from my houſe, by owning, I had 


done unjuftly as they ſuppoſed, but deſired. 


them, firſt of all, to let me acquaint them in 
what manner I had diſpoſed of the money, 
which had been obtained by plunder and 


brought to me; and then, I told them, I 


would willingly ſubmit to die, if they com- 
manded ir. Ihe multitude, hereupon, order- 
ed me to ſpeak, but the ſoldiers appeared 
the very moment, and ſeeing I was a- 


mong them, ran with an intent to put me 
to death, the people preſently commanded 


them to refrain their hands, which they rea- 
dily condeſcended to, ſuppoſing, ſhould: I 
have owned I had kept the money fo 
king, my own confeſſion would have betrayed 
me to a guilt, and they have found juſt grounds 
for taking away my life. 

Upon this, every one was commanded to 


keep ſilence, upon which, ſaid I: My country 


men, I do not refuſe to die if I ſball be found to 
deſerve it, but I am willing to acquaint you 
with the truth before I ſuffer death. When" I 
found that your city was very indulgent in the 
receiving of ftrangers, and abounded with great 
numbers of people, who left their native country 
to reſide in it, and be ſbarers of your fortunes, I 
had thoughts of erecting you walls with the ve- 
ry money which has made you ſo angry with 
me, and ſo much my enemies; for I verily de- 
clare, that my deſign was to uſe it in their 


for the 
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building. Theſe words made the Taricheani 
and other ſtrangers lift up their voices and 
thank me, and exhort me to be of good heart : 
But the Galileans and Tiberians perfiſted in à 
mutual anger, and both were at variance be- 
tween themſelves; the one threatened me with 
puniſhment, and the other commanded me not 
ro be daunted. When I had made them 4 
promiſe; to build walls for Tiberias, and other 
cities, which ſhould be found to want them. 
every one departed to his abode; and thus 
having eſcaped, beyond all expectation, the 
danger I have here mentioned, 1 returned 
home attended with my friends and twenty 
ſoldiers. | 1 

But the robbers and the authors of the 
ſedition, again fearing I ſhould exact of them 
a deſerved puniſhment for what they had 
committed, collected about fix hundred ſol- 
diers, and came to the houſe I lived in, in or- 
der to ſet fire to it. When I heard of their 
coming, I thought it diſhonourable to turn 
my back, and reſolved to expoſe myſelf da- 
liantly and courageouſly to the danger- that 
threatened me; in order to this, I gave 
orders for the doors of my houſe to be hut. 
and then, going up into the chamber where 1 
uſuall ſupt, I required them to ſend me 
ſome of their body, to receive money of me ; 
for I ſaid this would be an effeQual way to 
appeaſe them. In conſequence of this they 
ſent me a man, who was the moſt audacious 
among them; I took him, and ordered one of 
his hands to be chopt of, and to be hung to 
his neck, and then ſent him in that condition 
ro his companions; the ſight of him extremely 
ſhockt them, and not a ſmall confuſion ſeized 
them, for apprehending, if they ſtayed any 
longer, they thould expoſe themſelves to the 
like diſaſter (conjecturing I had a larger 
number of men within my houſe than they 
were) they immediately fled, and thus, through 
this ſtratagem, I again eſcaped a conſpiracy 
formed againſt me. | 8 5 = 

Norwithſtanding this, there were not ftill 
wanting perſons to irritate the people, who 
remonſtrated that the royal grandees, who had 
fled to me for refuge, were unworthy to live, 
becauſe they refuſed to conform themſelves, 
to their rites and cuſtoms, with whom they in- 
habited for the ſake of ſecuring themſelves. 
But this was not all, for they traduced them 
with being ſorcerers, and alledged their ad- 
viſing the Romans to come againft them, 
which eaſily confirmed the multitude in a be- 
lief of what they ſaid, who were amuſed with 
their ſuggeſtions, which were only calculated 
to procure and win their favour. When | 
came to hear of this, I exhorted the people 
again, that it was not handſome to give fo 
much trouble to thoſe who ſought! refuge 
among them, and endeavoured to laugh them 
out of the charge they had brought againſt them 
of ſorcery; ſaying, that the Romans wou! 
never be at the expence of maintaining - 
many thouſand ſoldiers, if, by the aſſiſtance 0 
ſorceters, they would overcome their enemies. 
When I mentioned this, they continued ſome 
time pretty quiet; but they were ſcarcely 
gone from me, before they were ſtirred UP 


again, through the inſinuations of ſome conten- 
| tious 


! 


put themſelves in arms, and went to the houſe 
they reſided in at Taricheæ, in order to put 
them to death. I was terribly aſtoniſhed when 
] heard this, for fear, if they perpetrated the 
action, no body. would, or even would dare to 
take refuge in it. In conſequence of this, I 
took ſome perſons with me, and went to the 
houſe where they dwelt, where, locking all the 
doors, and ſinking a ditch which ran to the 
lake, I ordered a veſſel to come up, which I 
went aboard on with them, and paſſed over in- 
to the confines of the Hippemi, where I gave 
them money to provide themſelves horſes with, 
(having not a fit opportunity, in ſo ſudden a 
flight, to get them horſes out of the country) 
and then took my leave of them there, with 
carneſt advice, which I repeated ſeveral times, 
to bear their preſent hardſhips with a couragious 
mind. I was extremely ſorry, that I was o- 


bliged to place thoſe who fled to me for refuge 


in an enemies country: However, I thought it 
better they periſhed by the hands of the Ro- 
mans, ik it ſhould fall out ſo, then loſe their 
lives in my dominions by any treachery. But 
they had the happineſs to ſave their lives, for 
king Agrippa frankly pardoned them. And 
this is the end of what relates to them. 
Mean while the citizens of Tiberias ſent a 
letter to the king, in which they deſired him 
to ſend a ſufficient force of men to ſecure and 
guard their country, being ready to pay him 
their obedience. 'This was the purport of their 
letter. Upon my coming among them, they 
required me, as I had promiſed them, to build 
walls for their city; for they had heard, that 
Tarichee was already fortified with them. I 
conſented, - and having got ready all things to- 
wards carrying them on, I gave immediate or- 
ders for the workmen to go about them. Some 
three days after, as I was travelling from Ti- 
berias to Tarichez, which was about thirty 
furlongs off, ſome Roman horſemen happened 
to be {een travelling from the city, which made 
the Taricheans imagine the king had ſent them 
an army, upon which they ſuddenly ſhouted 
aloud, extolling, in a very great manner, their 
king, and caſting their reproaches at me, and 
one of them running to me, told me what their 
opinion was, which was, that they had reſolved 
to abandon and leave me. Theſe words aſ- 
toniſhed me in a very ſenfible manner, and 1 
immediately diſmiſſed every one of them, to re- 
turn back home to Taric heæ, becauſe the next 
day was the ſabbath, being unwilling to give 
any diſturbance to theſe Taricheans, who were 
enliſted, and being ſenſible, as long as I lived 
among them, of the ſecurity of my perſon, 
having ſeveral times received full. proofs of 
their fidelity to me. only kept ſeven ſoldiers 
and ſome friends who were with me; bur was 
very much Payee to know what. meaſures 
do take; for did not care to call back my 


FraviosJogrrnys 
tious. perſons. againſt the grandees; and ſome 


former opinion. 


V 
own forces, becauſe. the day was far ſpent” 
and the (1) evening approaching, nor, ſup- 
poſing they had come to me the next day, 
could they have made uſe of their Arms, the 
law, forbidding it expresſly, though there ſhould 
ſeem a preſling neceſſity that required it. Had 
I given hberty to the Zaricheans, and the fo- 
reigners who dwelt among them, to have plun- 
dered the city, yet I found they were a num- 
ber inſufficient, and perceived that my own de- 
lay would be too long ; for that forces were 
every hour expected from the king, who would 
ſeize upon the town before me; and I fancied 
I ſhould be thruſt out. Theſe conſiderations 
made me reſolye to put in execution ſome ſtra- 
tagem or other againſt them. To this end, 1 
preſently ſet over the gates of the town ſome 
perſqns in whom I could confide, with orders 


to be very diligent in obſerving thoſe who 


wanted to go out, and ſummoned the maſters 
of families to come to me, every one of whom 


I ordered to go on board ſome veſſel, which I 


had got ready for that purpoſe, having alſo 
procured pilots, and then I charged them to 
tollow me to Tiberias; after which, 1, my 
friends, and the ſeven ſoldiers which I have 
already mentioned, embarked in another ſhip, 
and failed for the ſame place. 

When the Tiberians found that no forces 
came from the king to their aſſiſtance, but ſaw 
all the lake covered with ſhips, they began to 
be fearful of rheir city (as it the veſſels had 
been all manned) and preſently changed their 
They immediately threw 
down their arms, and came out to meet me 
with their wives and children, extolling me to 
the skies with the greateſt encomiums, (for 
they thought I had not heard a word of their 
deſign) and begged me to ſpare their city. 
When I found we were near the ſhore, I gave 
orders to the pilots to caſt their anchors a little 
farther oft the land, for fear they ſhould find 
our ſhips were empty. When I came near 
them, (being carried in a certain veſſel) I up- 
braided them with their folly, and their eaſi- 
neſs to relinquiſh me, and break off their obe- 
dience, at a time they had no cauſe that could 
warrant ſuch a procedure; however, I aſſured 
them to forgive what was paſt, provided they 
ſent me ten of their principal men. This re- 

ueſt was readily condeſcended ro, and they 
Bot me the ſpecified number, which I immedi- 
ately ordered away for Taricheæ, there ro be 
kept in cuſtody. . 
| By this ſtratagem I got their whole ſenate 
by little and little, whom, with ſeveral of tha 
principal citizens, who amounted. to the like 
number, I ſent to the aforeſaid city. When 
the people ſaw into what great extremity they 
were reduced, they begged me to puniſh the 
author of the ſedition, who was a young man, 
named Clitus, of a bold and enterprizing ge- 
nius. But thinking it unlawtul to put to (2) 


1 a ly the fourth Book of the Wars, chap. ** he ſays, that it was not lawful, even in the greateſt Ur- 


0 . 
ide take up Arms; 


(2) 80 f 


but in the 1ſt Book of the ſame Wars, cap. 7. he writes, that it was lawful, for 
ence of his Perſon, to take up Arms on a Sabbath | 


even wh ottiſh was the Lenity of the Phariſtes, that they would not puniſh the Authors of Sedition, 
when they were expoſed to eminent danger by it. The Sadduces wers quite the contrary. | 


death 


death a perſon of the ſame tribe with me, 


though 1 found it neceſſary he ſhould be pu- 


niſhed, I ordered Levi, one of my guards, 


who was then with me, to go to Clitus, and 
chop off one of his arms. Bur tearing, though 


1 had commanded him to it, to go by himſelf 


among ſo numerous a multitude, and I not 
caring that the Tiberians ſhould Know the 
cowardice of the ſoldier, I ſpoke to Clitus thus: 
Since, ſaid I, you deſerve juftly to Joſe both your 
arms, for the ingratitude zou have done me, yet, 
be jour own executioner ; eaſt, on refuſal, you ex- 
poſe yourſelf ro a worſe puniſhment, Upon his 
petitioning me, in a very earneſt manner, to 
ſpare him one of his arms, 1 granted him his 
requeſt; upon which, becauſe he was not to 
Joſe both, he cheartully took his ſword, and 
cut off his left, which effectually terminated 
the ſedition. 5 

When I came among the Tiberians, and 
they underſtood the ſtratagem I had pur in exe- 
cution againſt the Taricheans, they were aſ- 


toniſh'd, to think I had appeaſed the ſedition 


among them without ſpilling of blood. After 
I had given orders for ſome of the Tiberians 
to be releaſed from their confinement, amon 

whom was ns, and his father Piſtus, I 
made an entertainment for them, and during 
the celebration of it, I told them, that I was 


not ignorant how the Roman power was ſupe- 


' rior to all other might; though, 1 confeſs, I 


diſſembled in this, becauſe ot the vaſt numbers 
of the robbers, I endeavoured to bring them 
to the ſame opinion, and only wait for a pro- 
per conjunEture, and bade? them not think 
much that I had brought an army with me, 
for they would not find it an eaſy matter to find 


another general, under whoſe authority they 


would live ſo peaceably and quietly, and J recall- 
ed to Juſtus's mind, that before I left Hiero/o- 
Iyma, and came hither, they had cut off his bro- 
ther's hands, upon an accufation of forging the 
letters before the war, and that the Gamalites, 
as ſoon as Philip had turned his back upon 
them, had revolted from the Babylonians, and 
put Charetestodeath, (who was Philip's couſin) 
and inflicted an immoderate puniſhment upon 
Jeſus his brother, and husband of Faftas's 
liſter. After J had communicated theſe particu- 
lars at the table, I gave orders for 9 2 and 
all his followers to be ſet at full liberty early 
the next morning. VV fn 
Hut Philip, the ſon of Facim, had the for- 
tune to eſcape out of the caſtle of Gamala, a 
little before theſe tranſactions happened, on the 
following cauſe. When Philip heard that Va- 
rus had abandoned Agrippa, and that Modius 
Aquicolus was come to ſncceed him, who was 
his friend, and had been formerly his particu- 
lar acquaintance, he wrote him a letter, ac- 
quainting him with every circumſtance that 
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themſelves againſt the Romans) he ſent a de. 
tachment of ſoldiers to fetch Philip to him: 


1 9 * 


when he came, the king received him with 
great civility, and ſhowed him to the Roman 
officers, and told them, that he was the Phi 
who had revolted from the Romans, ag bad 
been reported, and immediately ordered him 
to take a party of horſe, and go to the caſtle of 
Gamala, and bring thence all his domeſticks 
and reſtore again the Babylonianus to Batameg. 
Beſide, he gave him ſtrict orders, to take eye. 
ry effectual meaſure that his ſubjeQs broke not 
out into a rebellion. When Philip had receiy. 
ed theſe inſtructions from the king, he haſtened 


to put in execution thoſe things he had been 


commanded. 

About this time one 7o/eph, the fon 
Medicaſter (or quack 40420 having, hs 
inſinuations, induced ſeveral young men of ad- 
venturous courage to eſpouſe his intereſt, he 
made an inſurrection upon the principal Gama- 
lites, and then adviſed them to break off their 
obedience to the king, and take up arms; for 
they ſhould, by this means, recover their loſt 
liberty: Some were compelled by coercive 
means to enter into their meaſures, but others 
who ſeemed to diſagree to their ſchemes, were 
put to death. Charetes fell a ſacrifice to their 
fury, and they put to death Feſus, one of his 
relations, and the brother of Fuftus the Tiberi- 
an, as we have already obſerved. When the 
had proceeded thus far, they ſent me a letter, 
begging me to ſend them a body of forces, 
and perſons to build their walls ; both of which 
requeſts I' condeſcended to. This procedure 
was immediately followed by a revolt of 
the country of Ganlanitis, as far as the town 
of Solyma, from the king: Add to theſe, I ſur- 
rounded Seleucia and Segannis with walls, 
though they were two towns extremely well 
fortified by nature; and 1 alſo ereQed walls 
round about ſeveral other towns in the higher 
Galilee, which were placed upon ſteep rocks, 
ſuch as Jamnia, Meroth, and Achabare. Be- 
ſides theſe, I fortified Zaricheæ, Tiberias, and 
Sepphoris, in the lower Galilee, as alſo the 
towns of Berſobe, Salamis, Fotapat, Caphare- 
cho, Sigo, and Japha the den of the Atbeli, 
and mount [tabyrius. I ſtored theſe ſeyeral 
places with abundance of corn and other pro- 
viſions, and laid up great quantities of arms 
„% U ͤ 8 

All this while Joh», who could not behold. 
my fortunate ſucceſs with a propitious eye, be- 
gan to hate me the more. Having reſolved to 
take me out of the way, he ſurrounded with 
walls Giſc hal the place of his birth, and {ent 
his brother Simon, and Jonathan the fon yh. 
Siſeima, and about one hundred ſoldiers to 
Hieroſolyma, to Simon the ſon of Gamalieh, to 
beg he would uſe his intereſt with the Hale 


had befel him, and begging him to rake care, drim at Hieroſolyma, to take away from me 
1 d ſ. th ! h 1 Y hi ; "59 } . * ; ; {200 ; d C's the au- 
ald lee the etter e 1cnt . um Was convey d my government of Galilee, and ecree | 

to the king. Modius, receiving his letter, was thority over that country to him. This Simon 


exiremly glad to find Philip ſafe and out of was an Hieroſolymite by birth, 


and deſcended 


danger, and took care to diſpatch the letter to from a very noble family, being 4 hari#t 
the king, who then reſided about Berytus, in opinion, and reputed a very eminent Pr: | 
But king Aprippa, when he found a falſe re- ſon in the. great knowledge he had o 2 
port ſpread about him, (for fame ſaid he was laws, and the care he ſhewed to preſerve them: 


he was 4 


at the head of thoſe Jews, who had declared add to theſe excellent qualities, very 
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very prudent and diſcreet man, and of ſo ſage 
advice, that, by his counſel, he was able, to 
ſave a ſinking. ſtate. Beſides, he was John's 
ancient friend and familiar, and, at this time 
my enemy, and out of my intereſt, being 
wrought upon to ſupplant me in my govern- 
ment; he, in conſequence of it, adviſed Aua- 
nus, and Jeſus the ſon of , Gamala, and ſome 
other prieſts of the {ame faction, to take me 
out of the way now. I, was raiſing myſelf to 
dignity, and not ſuffer me, to arrive to the 
higheſt pitch of grandeur; for, he told them, it 
was their common intereſt to remove me from 
the government of Ga/i/ee ; he perſuaded Ana- 
nus, and the reſt, of his party, to be very expe- 
ditious, and make no manner of delay in their 
reſolves, for fear I ſhould come to hear of their 
deſign firſt, and invade the city with a nu- 
merous army: This was the counſel Simon 
gave. But Anavrs, the prieſt, diſcovered to 
the others the difficulty there was in the bu- 
ſineſs, ſince thoſe 3 had any autho- 
rity over the people, had given their teſtimonies 


of me as a good general, and faid it was a 


baſe ackion to lay any thing to his charge as 
5 as againſt whom they had nothing to ob- 
ect. F a 1941 . 
/ Simon hearing this from Auauus, begged the 
reſt to ſay nothing more about the matter, nor 
let what had paſſed between them get to the 
knowledge of the people; for, he told them, 
he would make, it his buſineſs to get me in a 
ſhort time removed from Galilee; and then, 


to ſend preſents to Auauus and his friends, 
concluding ſuch a ſtep, as he ſaid, would ef- 
fectually bring them over to alter their opinion; 
and, indeed, he effectuated what he propoſed, 
for Ananus and his aſſociates, having not power 
to withſtand the preſents that were made them, 
reſolved, from the moment they received them, 
to deprive me of my government of Galilce, 
without letting any one citizen know ought of 
the matter; with this view they concluded it 
the beſt expedient to ſend into Galilee, ſome 
perſons who were both eminent for their birth, 
and verſed equally with me in the laws; two 
of theſe happened to be laics, who were Fona- 
han and Ananias, and Phariſees: in opinion; 
the third was called Fozar, deſcended from the 
licerdotal line, and alſo a Phariſce, but the 
fourth, who was Simon, was the chieteſt of the 
Faelle theſe four had orders, hen they came 
11 200 aſſembly of the Galleans, to enquire 
field e reaſon that made them have ſo much 
ection for me, and, if they anſwered, becauſe 
"IM 7; e to ſay, that they four 
XS b ie ſame city; but, if they reply d, 
Wo 7 8 deeply learnt in the laws, to ſub- 
3 2 too were not ignorant of the in- 
ed to das scheit country; but if they proceed- 
o lay, that they reſpe&ed me for the dig- 


nity of the prieſthood, to ſubjoin again, that 


two 0 their number were prieſts, 

„ hen theſe inſtructions had been given t 

101athan and his Slide ns 

1 d his collegues, they gave them 
ouſand filver drachms out of the public 


mon i ut ot ö 
f do defray their expences; but, hearing 


atter i lam 
wards that à certain Galilean, named J7eſus, 
was come to ER & A 


46, 


Hieroſolyma, with a company of 


[+ | pH US. b 
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ſix hundred men, they ſent for him, and, pre- 


ſentiug him with, three months pay before hand, 


ordered him to follow, Jonathan and his col- 
legues, and pay obedience to their commands, 
aud further gave orders for the hundred citizens 
to accompany the ambaſſadors in their journey, 
to every one of whom they gave ſilver to bear 
their charges. By ſuch means as theſe, having 
won the ſeveral perſons over to undertake the 
journey, and all being in a readineſs for it, Jo- 
nathan and his aſſociates ſet forward, having 


in their retinue alſo the brother of John, and 


the hundred ſoldiers, who were ordered by thoſe 
., who. ſent them, on condition I voluntarily laid 
down my arms, to diſcharge me with my life, 
and ſend me to Hieroſelyma, but, if I reiuſed, 
to put me to death, without any manner of 


ſcruple, relying entirely on the command that 
had been given them. Beſider this, Zoba had 


a letter ſent him, in which he was ordered to 

be in a readineſs to enter into a war with me, 
and the Sepphorites, Gabareens, and Tiberians, 
were commanded to aſſiſt him with ſup- 
ples. 


My father ſending me the news of theſe 


proceedings againſt me (for Fe/#s, the ſon of 
Gamala, who was preſent at the aſſembly, 


and was my particular friend, had acquainted 


him with them) I was very much troubled 
to think my fellow citizens were ſo ungrate- 


ful to me, as, through a motive of envy, to 
order my removal, and to find my father in 


| -moyed from Gali d then, his letter very earneſt in begging me to 
ſending for the brother of ohn, he charged him 


go to him, ſaying, he wanted to ſee his ſon 


before he died. I made theſe particulars 
known to my friends, and told them I would 
leave the country in three days, and return 


to the place of my birth ; every one who 


heard the contents, could not help giving 
ſigns, of their concern and fear, and begged 
me with tears in their eyes, not to leave them, 
for they ſhould certainly periſh if they want- 
ed my government; but finding all their 
_ entteaties ineffectual, and that my only con- 


cern was, how 1 ſhould conſider about my- 


ſelf, the Galileans apprehending my departure 
would make them more contemptible to the 
robbers, ſent meſſengers all through Galilee, 
to notify my journey; this giving an alarm to 
great numbers of men, they, with their wives 


and children aſſembled together, which, I 


ſuppoſed, was not done ſo much for any af- 
fection they had for me as their own fears 
and apprehenſions, for they were very well per- 
ſuaded, as long as I remained among them, they 
ſhould live ſeture, and, in conſequence of this, 
great numbers 'of them flocked to me to the 
place, where I then reſided at, which was call'd 


P "7 EF 
That night I had a ſurpriſing dream, for 


having withdrawn to bed full of ſorrow and 
confuſion from the contents of the letter which 
I had received, me thought I ſaw one ſtand- 
ing before me, who ſaid thus: Oh, thou who 
* art ſo fad, relieve thy mind, and baniſh thy 


ſorrow, and diſcharge thy fears, tor what 
thou ſighs for, will make thee great and ſuc- 
ceſsful in all thy undertakings ; for thou ſhalt 
not only proſper in theſe things, but in a 
great many others. Wherefore do not be caſt 
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© down; but remember T tell thee that thou 
«* muſt wage war with'the Romans? 
"When' 1 had heard theſe words in my 


dream, 1 roſe, ' with 4 'defign'' to go to 


the plain, When the multitude faw me, 
all the Galileans (for they had their wives and 


children with them) threw themſelves proſtrate 


on the earth, and, with tears in their eyes, 
begged me I would not expoſe them to the mer- 


cy of their enemies, or leave their country, 


- thoſe who hated them. When they found 


ced me to ſwear to them to remain among 


gainſt the people of Hieroſolyma, for not letting 


tranquility. 


When I heard theſe words, and ſaw the 


great ſorrow of the multitude, I was melted 


. down to pity and compaſſion, eſteeming it but 


juſt not to refuſe, even to hazard my life to 
danger, for ſo numerous a company, and, won 
by this reflection, I told them I would abide 


With them; and when I had commanded five 


thouſand of them to come to me with arms and 


habirations. The five thouſand readily obeying had received it, and continued ſpeaking to my 
my commands, I took them, and three thou- 
ſand forces I had about me, and fourſcore 


proviſion, J fent the reft to their reſpective 


| horſemen; and marched directly to the town 


_ Ptolomais I thete fat down with my army, 


was come at the head of two Cohorts of infan- 


try, and a company of cavalry, being ſent 


by Ceſtius Gallus, to lay in aſhes the towns 
of the Galleans, which lay contiguous to Pro- 


- tomais ; and while he drew his lines before Pro- 
 tomais, J encamped myſelf about fixty futlongs 
from Chabolo. We ſeveral times drew both our 


armies otrt, with a deſign to fight, but proceed- 


ed no farther than to give two or three light 


skirmiſhes; for Placidus, the more he found 
my endeavours to bring him to a battle, the 


more he ſeemed afraid of me, and declined the 
engagement; but he did not offer to draw off 


from before Ptclomais. 


= 


It was much abont this time, when Jonathan 


with his collegues appear d, who had been ſent 
from Hiero/olyma, by the faction of Simon and 


Ananus the prieſt. At firſt, he endeavoured 


to take me by ſtratagem, having not the courage 


to attack me openly, and wrote me the follow- 


ing letter: | Fs 

Fonathan, and the reſt with him, who are ſent 
from the Heroſolymites to Foſephus, Greet- 
ing : „ 


6 E come by order of the elders of 
VVV Hieroſohhma, who have been acquaint- 


ed with the frequent treacherous deſigns of 
John the Gi/chehian againſt you, to reprove 
© htm for his actions, and admonifh him for the 
future, to pay obedience in every thing you 
© ſhall command him: Wherefore, ſince we 
gare minded to confer with you, about things 


' © equally beneficial to us and you, we beg you 


* would quickly come to us without any large 


made for my 
their country enj y the comfort of peace and 


| town night to withdraw+to bed, I advi 
of Chabolo, which ſtands on the frontiers of 


our letting any one ſee me, and, perceivin 
vithout much trouble the drift of it, I ſealed 


© retinue; for the town we ate at is not fit 

© cient to entertain a numerous company 

c men.“ . N 1 \ 7 ? # 1 F | 70 f ez ; a * 2 + of 
This was the purport' of their letter, for 


they waited: for one or other of theſe things; 


either to have received me without an army at 
my heels, and ſo have got me into their clutch- 
es, or to have ſeen me at the head of a nume- 


rous body of forces, and ſo have procured a 
| pretext for condemning me as an enemy. The 
| ah betray them to the inſults and hoſtilities of m 


man who brought me their letter was à horſe. 


101 man, a youth of tolerable courage, and one 
their prayers had no force with me, they for- who had formerly been in the king's ſervice, 
and it was then the ſecond hour of the night, 
them, and threw a great many reptoaches a- 


and 1 en at an entertainment I had 
tends. My ſervant telling me 
a Jewiſh horſeman was come to my houſe, I 
gave orders to introduce him; but he, with- 
out ſo much as accoſting me, reached me the 
letter, and faid, The ambaſſadors of the Hie 


roſolymites have ſent this, pleaſe to write an 
anſwer with as much expedition as ycu can, 
for Tam obliged to haſten my return. My gueſts 
were aſtoniſhed at the ſoldier's bluntneſs, but 


I begged him to fit down, and pattake of the 
entertainment that was before him: Hetefuſed 
it, and I held the letter in my hand, juſt as I 


friends about other affairs. I roſe up ſoon after 
this, and, having bid ſome of my Bas good 

te ed four, who 
remained, and were my particulars, to ſtay 


my 2 with me; and then, ordering my ſervant to ſet 
but pretended I came to fight Platiats, Who 


ſome wine before us, I opened the letter, with- 
rcelving 


it up again, and, as if 1 had not read it, and 


ſtill had kept it in my hand, I ordered twenty 
drachms to be given the ſoldier, to beat the 
expence of his journey. When he had re- 
ceived the money, he told me he was very much 


obliged to me ; from whence conjecturing be 
was a man that would not refuſe a preſent, and 


that he might very eaſily be won by that means, 


I told him, if you will fit down and drink with 


me, I will give you a drachm for every glaſs: 


This he readily agreed to, and drinking a large 
quantity of wine, to get the more money, be 
made himſelf very drunk; and then, unable 
to contain the ſecrets in his breaſt any longer, 
without one ſoul ſpeaking a word to him about 


ir, he frankly acquainted me with the plot that 


was laid againſt me, and how they had decreed 
to take away my life ; which I had no ſooner 


heard, than I wrote back a letter to the follos- 


ney tet no roo 
Foſephus to Fonathay, and his Collegucs, 


ne... | 
74 Am very glad to hear you are ſo well al. 
1 lived to Galilee, but more fo, to thin 
« that I can return to my native country, i: 
© that you are veſted with the government , 
© this country, which for a long time I ha 
© deſired. Indeed, I ought to come to on 
< even though ir was to Xalu b or furt 5 
without being ſent for; but I ask your parc 
« that 1 cannot do as I would perform. for 


, 4 | 8 L - 5 
am obliged to watch the motions of Pacer ; 


FLravivs Josttrus: 


© who has intentions of coming up into Galilee, 
'« Wherefore, as ſoon as you have peruſed this 
letter, come to me. Farewell. vt 


After I had wrote this letter, I gave it the 
ſoldier to carry, and ſent with him thirty truſty 
Galileans, with orders to compliment the am- 
baſſadots on my part; but to proceed no far- 
ther: I joined to each of them a ſoldier, in 
whom I could confide, to watch their motions, 
and obſerve they did not combine, or enter 
into any ſchemes againſt me, with Fonathan 
and his collegues. In ſhort, they went. But 
when Jonathan and his collegues found their 
firſt eſſay prove abortive, they ſent me a ſecond 
letter to the following effect: 3 


Jonathan and his Collegues ro Toſephus, 


Greeting: 
VE command and order you, three 
« days after receipt of this, to come 


c unguarded to us, to the town of Gabaret h, 
© to inform us in relation to the articles of ac- 
« cuſation, which you have objected againſt 
„ Jobe: 5 


After they had wrote this letter, and the men 


I had ſent had congratulated them, they came 
to Fapha, one of the biggeſt towns of Ga/i/ce, 
well fortified, and very populous. Upon their 


approaching the town, all the inhabitants, with 


their wives and children, went out to meet 
them, and, with uplifted voices, commanded 
them to depart back, and not envy them the 
good general they had. This proceeding: very 
much nettled Jonathan and his collegues, but 
they durſt not diſcover their diſpleaſure : Upon 
which, without returning the people any an- 
{wer, they went to other towns, where they 
were received with the very ſame uproars, the 


alter their reſolution, of having Joſephus for 
their general. Jonathan and his collegues, 
finding this, removed hence, diſappointed of 

their aim, and withdrew to Sepphoris, the lat- 
geſt city of all Galilee The inhabitants of this 
place, being in the Roman intereſt, went out 
to meet them, but ſaid not a word either in my 
commendation or diſpraiſe. From hence they 


marched to A/ochus, where they met with the 


ſame treatment from the inhabitants as they 
had received from the people of Fapha; this 
making them ſo much enraged, as no longer to 

e able to curb their anger, they gave orders to 
their ſoldiers to fall upon thoſe who ſhould dare 
to ſhout ont againſt them, with their ſticks. 

pon their coming to Gaba, Fohn met them 
with three thouſand forces from this ſtep I 
plainly perceived their reſolution was to give 
me battle, which made me leave Chabolo, and, 


with my three thouſand men (having fer one of 


my truſtieſt friends to 


i guard my camp) withdraw 


0 fotapat, as being unwilling to be above 


oty kurlougs from them, where I wrote and 


k ON SET * 8 No 2 "ary 

; It you are ſo defirous to have me come to 
; you, there are two hundred and four cities 
uu toes in Galilee, name any one of theſe, 
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* and Twill meer you thers; but I exclude Ga- 
* bar and Gi/cha!, the laſt being the native 
place of John, and in his intereſt.. 


* 
1 
o 


Jonathan and his collegues having received 


quainted me with their deſigns. I found now 


J had no time to loſe, and thinking James a fit 
man for my purpoſe, out of theſe ſoldiers I had 
about me; I ordered him to take up two hun- 


dred of my forces, and narrowly watch all the 


paſſes leading from Gabar into Galilee, and 
apprehend every one he found in them; and 
ſend them; but chiefly thoſe who ſhould be 
ſeen to have any letters about them, And 1 
commanded Feremias, one of my friends, to 
march with ſix hundred men into the confines 


of Galilee, and there diligently guard all the 
roads lead ing to Hieroſolyma; expreſly charging 


\ him to ſeize all who carried letters about them, 
inhabitants crying aloud, That no one ſhould - 


put the men in chains, and keep ſtri& cuſtody 
over them in the places he apprehended them, 
but ſend the letters to me. 9 195 
When I had thus given my orders, I ſum- 
moned the Galileans, by meſſengers to thar 
end, to be ready at Gabaroth, with arms and 


proviſions for three days, on the 'morrow ; and 


having divided the forces I had with me into 


three companies, I ſelected the moſt truſty, 


and commanded them to be near my perſon, 
and ſet centurions over them, to watch ſtrictly, 


that no unknown ſoldier got among their 
number. About the fourth hour of the next 


day, (being in — .. I found all the plain 
before the town full of ſoldiers, who were 
come out of Galilee to my affiſtance, as I 
had commanded ; befides a great number out 


of the neighbouring towns, who had flocked 
.thither. Upon my offerin 


ring ro ſtep among 
them, and ſpeak to them, all of them, with a 
loud voice, called me their benefactor and 
the preſerver of their country. When I 


found this, I gave them my thanks for their 


love, and adyiſed them to offer no hoſtilities 


to any one, or uſe any violence upon the 


country, but fix their rents in the fields, 


and be ſatisfied with their prefent pay; for 


it was my intention to put a period to the 
commot ion, without ſpilling of blood. And 


this 


— - 
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this very day the meſſengers ſent by Fonathan 
with his letters happened to fall into the hands 
of the ſconts I had planted in the roads, whom, 
as I had given orders, they ſtrictly confined in 
the places they took them in, and after I had 
eruſed the letters, which were-full of nothing 
but calumny and lies, I determined, without 
ſaying one word of the contents, to be as expe- 
ditious as I could in falling upon them. 
When Jonathan and his collegues came t:. 
hear of my arrival, they collected all their 
forces, and withdrew with John into the houſe 
of Jeſus, which was a large tower, and difter- 
ed little from a caſtle. ' As ſoon as all their 
men were enter'd into this place, they made 
every door faſt, except one, which they left 
open for me, waiting to ſee me come, and pay 
my compliments to them, now I was upon my 
journey. Beſides, they gave orders to their 
ſoldiers to let me, as ſoon as I appeared, 
enter by myſelf, but refuſe admittance to the 
reſt of my followers. Thus they - imagined 
they ſhould eaſily get me into their power; 
but I effectually diſappointed the hopes they 
had entertained; for, having had ſome appre- 
henſions before-hand of their deſign againit me, 


as ſoon as I was arrived at the place, I retired 
to a lodging over-againſt them, and pretended 


to go and lie down to ſleep. . Jonat ban and his 
followers, ſuppoſing I had been very much tir'd, 
and was gone to lep to reſt myſelf after my 
journey, went privately to the plain, and tam- 
per d with my men, to bring them over to their 
ſide, through a cunning pretence of my not 


having performed the duty of a general to them 


as I ought to have done. But their hopes de- 
ceived them, for no ſooner had the Galileans 
ſet eyes upon them, than they exclaimed aloud, 
and told them, that I had always been a faith- 


ful general to them, and one they were obliged 


to love, accuſing Jonathan and his collegues 
for coming without their having offered them 
any manner of injury, to give a deſtructive 
blow to the affairs of their country, adviſing 
them to return, and acquainting them they 
| ſhould never be influenced to receive any other 
man in my room to govern them. When 1 
heard how matters went, I made no ſcruple to 
appear openly among them, With this view I 
preſently prepared myſelf to go and hear what 
Jonathan and his collegues had to ſay againſt 
me. Upon my coming publickly among them, 
all the multitude received me with loud accla- 
mations, and praiſed me for my honeſt and ge- 
nerous conduct. Te 
Jonathan and his collegues hearing this, 
were extremely apprehenſive leſt they ſhould 
be expoſed to the Galileans's deſigns, the con- 


_ , ſequences of which might, in my favour, 


perhaps be fatal to them: Upon which they 
began to bethink themſelves how to retire. 
Eut finding themſelves obſtructed in their 
deſign (for I required them to ſtay) they were 
aſtonifhed at my words, and with dejeQted and 
_ melancholy countenances, could not keep their 
eyes from the earth. When I found this, I 
gave orders to the multitude to leave off the 
commendations they gave me, and ſtrictly 


F E of 


charged the ſoldiers to be very careful in 
guarding the roads, to hinder John from making 
any unexpected ſally upon me, adviſing, at the 
ſame time, the Galileans, to be ready with their 
arms, for fear of an irruption of the enemy, 
the ſuddeneſs of which might put them into 
diſorder, and diſhearten them: And then I 
mentioned to eee and his collegues, the 
letter they had ſent me, wherein they ſaid they 
were ſent, by the ſynedrim at Hieroſoly ma, to 
terminate the differences between me and Fohy, 
and expreſs their deſire that I would come to 
them, and having gone thus far, I produced the 
letter before them, that they might have no 
pretence of denying it, while the letter was a 
full proof on my fide to the contrary. And I 
addreſſed them thus: O Jonathan, and you 
© his collegues, if I ought to give an account 
© of the actions of my life in relation to the 
differences ſubſiſting between me and J, 
« think it neceſſary for your ſatisfaction to pro- 
duce two or three honeſt and faithful wit. 
c neſſes for me, that you might throughly exa- 
mine my conduct, and then diſcharge me from 
the danger threatened. But, to let you ſee 
that 1 have faithfully and diſintereſtedly go- 
verned the affairs of Galilee, I think two or 
three witneſſes far from being ſufficient to 
juſtiſy one who hath. managed his life and ac- 
tions according to the dictates of moderation 
and juſtice. ; wherefore I ſet before you this 
numerous multitude to anſwer for me; and I 
require you to ask them for an account of my 
actions, and whether I have behaved myſelf 
agreeable to the rule of unſpotted honeſty 
© and virtue among them or not. And you, 
O Calileans, J conjure not to hide, nor pal- 
© liate a ſyllable of the truth, but openly ap- 
« pear to theſe perſons, as to your judges, if I 
© have been guilty. of diſhoneſty. or male admi- 
irie, b iogdt vs 
Scarce had I ſpoke thus, but a general voice 
was heard among the multitude, calling me 
their benefactor and preſerver ; they teſtified 
for my pou conduct, and begged me to put- 
ſue the ſame meaſures in my future conduct, 28 
J had already obſerved, every one affirming 
with an oath, that the chaſtity: of their wives 
had been inviolably preſerved, and none of 
them expoſed to any injurious or violent treat- 
ment through my means. When I found this 
commendation given me, 1 took the two letters 
wrote by Jonathan and his collegues, and which 
my ſcouts had intercepted and ſent me, and 
read them openly to the Ga/ileans juſt as they 
were, full of bitter invectives againſt mo, and 
falſly charging me with ſhewing myſelt a t). 
rant, rather than a general, over the perſons 
under my government, with a great many mor 
things mentioned in _ theſe letters, which the} 
had not ſtuck imprudently to lay to my charge, 
but which were the groſſeſt falſhoods. In ſhett, 
I told the multitude, that the perſons. wh 
brought me the letters, had willingly given then 
to me, becauſe I was unwilling my adyerſaties 
ſhould know any thing of my having planted 
ſcouts in the roads, for fear they ſhould ceale 
writing, and ſending their letter. 
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Fravius zJOSEPHus — 


When the multitude heard this, they were Gi/chal, and went themſelves to the city of 
| Tiberias, full of hopes to reduce it to their 
obedience, as Feſus, who held the ſupreme 


; ohly exaſperated, and longed to fall upon 
3 ky his — with a defign 
to put them to death; which they had cer- 
tainly done, had not I reſtrained their fury, 
and told Jonathan and his collegues that 1 
frankly pardoned them what was paſt, provided 
they repented, and returned home to thoſe 
who had ſent them, and acquainted them with 
the truth and juſtice of my adminiſtration. 
After I had ſpoke thus, 1 diſmiſſed. them, 
though I perfectly knew they would do nothing 
they had promiſed me. But the multitude 
continued extremely enraged at them, and 
begged me to permit them to take ſuch pu- 
niſhment of them as their crimes deſerved. 
When I found this, I deſired them earneſtly 
to refrain their hands from them ; for 1 was 
perfectly ſenſible, that the leaſt mutiny or ſe- 
dition would prove prejudicial to the common 
good. All 1 could do, could not appeaſe the 
rage of the multitude ; but with a furious ally 
they fell upon the houſe where Jonathan and 
his collegues reſided. When 1 found I had not 
reaſons prevalent enough to curb their violence, 
} mounted on horſeback, and ordered the 
multitude to follow me as far as the village of 
Soganus, This ſtratagem was made uſe of 
purely to take away all ſuſpicion of my being 
the cauſe of a civil war. E 

When JI came near Soganus, I ordered the 
multitude to halt, and exhorted them to call 
reaſon to their aſſiſtance, and not paſſionately 
give way to their anger, or deſire to take re- 
venge upon the perſons of the ambaſladors, 
which would be attended with ill conſe- 
quences; and, after this, I commanded an 
hundred of them, who were the oldeſt and 
the moſt eminent among them, to get them- 
ſelves in a readinefs to go to Hieroſo/zmma, and 
there lay a complaint before the people againſt 


thoſe who had put the country of Galilce into 


the late commorion ; and faid, If it happens 
that they give way to your remonſtrances, ſol- 
licit the Synedrin for a letter, with orders for 
my remaining in Galilee, and the removal of 
Jonathan and his collegues thence. When 1 
nad given them theſe inſtructions and orders, 
they made ready for the journey ; and three 
days after I had delivered my meſſage to them, 
they went upon the embaſſy, attended with 
a guard of five hundred men. Beſides, I wrote 
to the Samarians my friends, to uſe their en- 
deavours to let my ambaſladors travel fately 
through their country, for Samaria then was 
ander the Roman juriſdiction, - and it was ab- 
folntely neceſſary for thoſe who wanted to 
make a ſpeedy journey to Hieroſolyma, to. paſs 
through this country; thus in three days they 


dase che Hicroſolyma from Galilee; I con- 


government of this place at this time, had 
ſent them a letter, promiſing to induce the 
citizens to receive them upon their coming, 
and eſpouſe their intereſt. Relying on this 
allurance they fer forward; but Sas (whom 
L have before mentioned to have been left go- 
vernor of Tiberias) ſent me a letter, in which 
he opened the whole intrigue, and begged me 
to haſten my arrival. In compliance with this 


letter, I put as's order immediately in exe- 


cution, and went thither; but on my arrival 
was near ſuffering death from the following 


cauſe. Aſſoon as Jonathan and his collegues 


vere come among the Tiberiaus, by their art- 
ful inſinuations they brought over a great num- 
ber of the oppoſite faction to abandon me; 
and when they heard I was arrived, through a. 
pretext of looking to themſelves, they came 
and complimented me, telling me I was very 
happy in having ſo well governed the affairs of 
Calilee, and congratulated me on the honour 
I had acquired, ſaying my reputation was the 
means of their great character, as I was both 
their fellow citizen, and had received my edu- 
cation among them ; adding, thar they had 
abundantly more reaſon to embrace my friend- 
ſhip than John's; and ſaid they would ſoon 
return home, and only waited to ſurrender 
Fohn up to me: And having ſpoke in this 
manner, they {wore ſuch an oath, as with us 


1s looked upon as ſacred in the higheſt degree, 


upon which I thought it unjuſt, and too ſuſ- 
picious, not to put confidence in their words; 


after which, they asked me to withdraw to a- 


nother place, becauſe the ſabbath fell out on 
the following day, and that it was altogether 
unproper, on that day, to occaſion the leaſt 
tumult among the people of Tiberias. 

Theſe aſſurances made me ſuſpect nothing, 
and I went to Taricheæ, leaving however be- 
hind me ſome in my intereſt to mind carefully 


the words that happened to be ſpoken abour 


me, and planting ſeveral ſcouts all along the 
road from Tiber:as to Tarichee, in order to 


tell from one to the other, the things they 


heard from thoſe I had left in the city. In 


ſhort, all the city aſſembled the next day into 
the Proſencha, which is a very ſpacious build- 
ing, capable of containing a vaſt multitude of 


people. When Fohn entered, he had not the 
aſſurance or boldneſs to make an open decla- 


ration about their abandoning me, but only 
hinted to them, that their city ſtood in need 


of a better general. 7Je/1s, who had the ad- 
miniſtration of the city, finding this, pulled off 
the mask, and openly ſaid: It is better, my. 
citizens, to live under the dominion of four per- 


m as far as the frontiers of Galilee, ſons than one, eſpecially ſince they are deſcend- 


arg, defore-hand ſer ſcouts up and down the ed from illiiſtrious families, and eminent for 
"30s, to hinder a report being ſpread that my their great $kill and knowledge in the admini- 


amba 


dered matters, I went and reſided: a little time 
at Tap h. ve 


(a) nathan and his collegues, finding them- 
he's valtly diſappointed 1n the deſigns they 


e againſt me, ſent John back to 
45 


fladors were gone. After 1 had thus or- fratien of. affairs. Under theſe words were in- 


timated Jonathan and his collegues. Juſtus, 
ſtepping into the aſſembly, commended what 
rr had ſaid, and brought {ſeveral over into 
nis opinion. But the main body could not be 
induced to reliſh the proceedings, and a {edition 
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had unqueſtionably aroſe, had not they thought 
proper to break up the aſſembly, for che ſixth 
hour was come, and it is the cuſtom of our 
nation to dine before the ſabbath begins; this 
obliging Fonathan and his collegues to deter 
the meeting till the next day, they departed 
diſappointed of their aims. Every thing came 
to my ears that had been tranſacted; where- 
upon I reſolved to go to Tiberias in the morn- 
ing, and about the firſt hour of the next day 
arrived there from Taric hes, and found the 
people of the rown then aſſembled together in 
the Proſenc ha, but entirely ſtrangets to the 
end they had been aſſembled for. When Fona- 
than and his collegues firſt ſet eye upon me, 
which was entirely unexpected, they ſeemed 
in a kind of confuſion; a little after they me- 
ditated how to ſpread a report, that a body 
of Roman horſe was ſeen upon the confines at 
ſome diſtance, about thirty furlongs from the 
city, at a place called Homomea. When they 
had artfully done this, they proceeded to ad- 
viſe the multitude, that they were under a 
neceſſary obligation not to ſuffer the enemy to 
commit their depredations in the country, this 
was purely deſigned againſt me, in order to 
draw me out of the city, under the pretence 
of lending them my aſſiſtance, and in the mean 
while to give them an opportunity of making 
the citizens my enemies. N 
Though 1 well knew the bottom of their 
deſign, yet, that I might not appear to the 
Tberians too little concerned for their ſecurity, 
1 complied with them. In ſhort, I marched 
out of the city. But coming to the place 
mentioned, and finding there not the leaſt 
foorſtep of the enemy, I haſtened my march 
back to the city, where I found all the ſenate 
and people aflembled together, and Jonathan 
and his collegaes laying betore them a Jong 
accuſarion againſt me; as if I had no thoughts 
of reheving them from the miſeries of a war, 
but only ſpent my time in wantonneſs and 
pleaſure ; and having ſaid thus, they produced 
four letters, pretended to be wrote to them 
from thoſe who dwelt on the frontiers of Ga- 
Tilze, begging them, through a pretence that 
a body ot Roman force would be with them 
in three days, and ravage their country, to 
'haſten their arrival among them as much as 
Poſftble, and not defer the time. When the 
Titerians heard theſe things, ſuppoſing they 
told the truth, they ſpoke aloud, and faid 
there was no time left me to loiter in, but I 
muſt go to the aſſiſtance of the Galileans. As 
'T knew the drift of Fonathan and his collegues, 


and promiſed, without any heſitation, to go 


their irruptions into four ſeveral places, I per- 
ſuaded them that there was a neceſſity to make 
-a diviſion of my army into five parts, and to 


for it abſolutely became men who pretended 
to courage, not only to aſſiſt with their advice, 
but lend their aſſiſtance to others upon every 
prefling occaſion ; For I told them of the im- 


than and his collegues wrote a letter to John, 


reſolved to obey the ſummons. When the next 


I anſwered 1 would readily obey their orders, 


and carry on the war in their defence. But, as 
the letters ſaid that the Romans had made 


put Jonathan and his collegues ar the head of g 
them, that is, one of them to each company, 


ibility of my being at the head-of any mot 
— one party. This advice e 
by the multitude, who obliged them to take 
a ſhare in the expedition, and their fear was 
not ſmall, when they found their deſigns againſt 
me prove abortive by the ſtratagem I made uſe 
of to break their meaſures. 1 1e hn tte 
But one of them named Ananias, a ſeditious 
and turbulent perſon, perſuaded the multitude 
to have a faſt kept the next day by all the 
people, and ordered them to come without 
arms at the ſame time to the ſame place, be- 
cauſe arms would avail nothing, unleſs the 
bleſſing of God was upon them, and the Al- 
mighty deſigned them his aſſiſtance; this pro- 
ceeded from no religious motive, but was only 
calculated to take me unarmed, and ſo oppteſs 
me. Neceſſity obliging me, I obeyed, to hin- 
der my being thought an enemy to an admo- 
nition, which carried the appearance of godli- 
neſs in it. In conſequence hereof, every one 
withdrew to his own habitation. Now Fona- 


exhorting him to come early in the morning to 
them, bringing with him as many forces as he 
could well muſter together, having now an 
eaſy opportunity to take me, and to do with 
me as he pleaſed: John receiving the letter, 


day came, I ordered two of my ſtouteſt and 
faithfulleſt guards to conceal their daggers un- 
der their garments, and ſtep out with me, in 
order to reſiſt my enemies, if they offered any 
violence. As for myſelf, I put on a breaſt- 
plate, and girded to my fide my ſword as ſe- 
cretly as I could, and in that manner went to 
the Froſenc ha. ik, | 
However, eus refuſed to admit all the 
perſons who were with me, by ſtanding before 
the door, and only ſuffered me to enter with 
my friends. While we were performing the 
rites of our country, and praying, Jeſus roſe 
up, and began to diſcourſe me about the royal 
furniture, which was taken out of the palace 
when it was burnt, and ſaid he ſpoke about 
it only to ſpin out the time till Fohn came. 


I anſwered, that every thing of that kind was 
Capellus, and ten of the ptin- 
make an- 


in the hands of 


people more, if poſſible, againſt Jonat han 

. a | 1 7 4 ed, wt i 
his. collegues, added: If I have af 22 ge 
your anger againſt Mr, 
I will willingly repay the whole ſum. u bi 

When 1 had ſpoke thus, Jonat bun une 
collegues ſaid no more; but the mul the 


ſeeing their open ſpite againſt me, dere c 
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mare enraged, When Jonathan found the tom- 
per of the people alter d, he commanded them 
to go away, but begged. the ſenate to ſtay, ſay- 
ing, it was impoſſible to receive any account a- 
bout ſuch affair, amidſt the noiſe and clamours 
of ſo great a multitude; the people ſeeing 
this, cried out that they would by no means 
ſuffer me to remain without them. Upon 
which a certain perſon ſtept up, and whiſper- 
ed Jeſus and his aſſociates iu the ear, that 


ohn and his forces were not far off. Here- 


upon Jonathan and his collegues, unable to 
reſtrain themſelves any longer (God certainly 
taking care of my preſervation, unleſs John 
had happened to have killed me) broke out in- 
to theſe words: © Ceaſe, O Tiberians, trom 
making any further enquiry about the gold, 
« for Foſephus does not deſerve death for this, 
a but for the tyranny ne hath exerciſed, and 
« the inſinuating means he has uſed to gain do- 
« minion over the common people of the Ga- 
© lileans,” And upon ſaying thus, they im- 
mediately laid hands upon me, and ſtrove to 
kill me; but my followers no ſooner obſerved 
their wicked intention, than drawing their 
ſwords, and turning their points towards thoſe 
who offered me any violence, and the people 
taking up ſtones, and ruſhing upon Jonathan, 
preſerved me from the tury of my enemies. 
But 1 had not eſcaped far betore I had 
like to have met John, who was coming up 
with his men; this put me into ſome apprehen- 
ſion of danger, and accordingly I turned out 
of the way, and through another paſſage got 
ſafely to the lake; where fortunately finding 
a ſhip, I went on board, and paſſed over to 
Tarrichæa, (thus eſcaping the danger threat- 
ned me beyond all men's expectation) where 
I preſently ordered the principal Galileaus to 
come to me, to whom I mentioned in what 
manner I had been betrayed, againſt all faith, 
by Jonathan, his collegues, and the Tiberians, 
and how near I was to being murthered. 
Theſe words put the people of Galilee into 
ſo violent a paſſion, that they begged not to 
loſe a moment in making war upon them, 
and deſired me to permit them to march a- 
Saint Johr, and effectually puniſh Jonathan 
and his collegues with death. Notwithſtanding 
the extreme anger they ſhewed, I reſtrained 
them, and ordered them from day to day, to 
walt till we knew the anſwer the ambaſla- 
dors ſent to Hieroſolyma brought back; for I 
told them it was requiſite to put that in execu- 
tion, which they, in their opinions, ſhould think 
beſt; theſe words induced them to be quiet, 
and John, when he found his deſigus ineffectual, 
ieturned to Giſc hal. 1 
Not many days after this, the ambaſſadors 
returned, and brought word that the people 
were valtly enraged at Anauus, and Simon 
* lon of Gamake!, for being ſent into Gali- 
| 10 without their knowledge, and doing no- 
vg there but endeayouring to remove me. 
The ambaſſadors went further and ſaid, that the 
ip le, moved with indignation, were ready 
9 et fire to their houſes; and they "brought 
= 28 from the principal Hierajolymites, 
te. uch, at the importunate deſire of the peo- 
e, they confirmed me in the government of 


ma; theſe were Jonathan and Ananias, but 


his houſe. But they, ſuppoſing Jonathan and 
his followers were by that time at Hieroſoſyma, 


me not at all uneaſy, but I was reſolved, in 
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Galilea, but ſent ordert to Jonathan and his 
collegues, to retire, home as ſoon as poſſible. 
After L had read over this letter, I withdrew 
to Arbella, where the Galileans being aſſembled, 
ordered the ambaſſadors; to acquaint them 
with the indignation and rage of the Hieroſo- 
Iymites, tor. the baſe actions which had been 
committed by Jonathan and his collegues a- 
gainſt me; and how they had confirm'd, by their 
decree, the government of their. country to me; 
and, ſigniſied to them the things mentionꝰ d in the 
letter in relation to their returning back. In 
the confuſion, I took care to ſend the letters to 
them by a meſſenger, to whom I gave orders 
10 be very {ſtrict in obſerving their de- 
ns. | 
Upon their receiving the letter, they were 
put into the utmoſt confuſion, and thereupon 
ſent for John, and the ſenators of Tiberias, 
and the principal men of Gabara, to conſult 
about the preſent ſtate of their affairs and the 
letter, and to adviſe what meaſures they ought 
to take; the Tiberiaus were of opinion, and 
thought it the wiſeſt and beſt counſel, for them 
tenaciouſly to hold the government, ſaying; 
It was a thing very improper for them to de- 
ſert a city which had thrown itſelf into their 
protection, eſpecially at a time when I was re- 
ſolved not to ſpare them; this was a falſhood, 
and calculated with a deſigu to make me ap- 
pear as if I had threatned them, John not on- 
ly gave into this opinion, but adviſed the ſend- 
ing two of their body toaccuſe me to the people 
of Hiero/olyma, tor male adminiſtration of the 
affairs of Galilee; which, he ſaid, they would 
eaſily be brought to believe, both in regard 
to their authority, and becauſe the common 
people were always changing, and never con- 
ſtant. This counſel of ohn ſeeming of impor- 
tance, and to carry a great weight with it, they 
were pleaſed to depute two to go to Hizroſolys 


the other two were to remain at Trberias, with 
a guard of one hundred ſoldiers to attend their 
perſons. _ 

The Tiberians began to have ſome thought 
about fortifying their walls, they ordered the 
inhabitants to take up arms, and ſent for a 
conſiderable body of forces from John, who 
was now at Gi/chal, in order to be of aſſiſt- 
ance to them, if their affairs required them at 
any time to make uſe of them. During theſe 
tranſactions, Fonathau and his collegues de- 
parted from Tiberias, and coming to Daba- 
ritta, a village in the great plain, and ſtanding 
on the frontiers of Galilee, they fell about 
midnight into the hands of the ſpies 1 had 
poſted there. When they had ordered them 
to lay down their arms, they put them in 
chains, and impriſoned them in that place, as I 
had left them orders: The news of this came 
to me from Levi, the governor of the place, in 
a letter he ſent me. Two days after, as if I had 
known nothing of what had happened, I ſent a 
meſſenger to the Tiberians, and adviſed them 
to lay aſide their arms, and return every man to 


returnꝰd me a very ſcurrilous anſwer ; this made 


requital 
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requital to be even with them by one ſtratagem 
or other; for I could not be perſuaded to 
make war againſt my own fellow citizens. 
With this view, deſiring nothing more than to 
decoy them from the Tiberian, I took ten 
thouſand of my choiceſt forces, and divided 
them into three bodies, with orders to con- 
ceal themſelves in ambuſh up and down in the 
villages, and I marched with another thouſand 
unto another village, on the mountains about 
four furlongs from Tiberias, with a command, on 
the firſt hearing of the ſignal, to march down; 
as for myſelf, I came out of the village, and 
encamped in an open and champaign place, 
which the 7:berians no ſooner ſaw, than they 
ruſhed out of 7:iberias, and treated me with 


very abuſive and reproachful language; nay, 


they proceeded ſo far in their folly and frenzy, 
that they expoſed before me a funeral litter with 
my image upon it, and then ſtood round it, and 
ſeemed to mourn me with a ridiculous ſhew of 
grimace and laughter, Bur when I ſaw this 
their madneſs, I only made it the ſubject of my 
mirth and diverſion, 

I was deſirous to intercept S, and with 
him Foazar, by a ſtratagem; to which end, I 
ſent a meſſenger to them, deſiring them to come 
a little way out of the city, and take their 
friends and others to conduct them fate, ſay- 


ing I was ready, on meeting them, to enter 


into an alliance with them, and divide the go- 
vernment of Galilee with them. mon, chrough 
imprudence, and deceived with the hope of 
advantage from ſuch a propoſal, made haſte to 
come; but Foazar, tearing the worſt, ſtaid 
behind. When Fimon appeared, attended 
with his friends, who guarded him, I went out 
to meet him, and complimented him very c1- 
villy, telling him I was obliged to him for his 
coming up to me; but preſently, as I walked 
along with him, I took him aſide, through a 
pretence of ſpeaking with him a part trom the 


reft of his company, and thinking 1 had con- 


veyed him far enough, I gave him up to my 
ſriends who were about him, to carry him to 
the next village; and then ordering my ſoldiers 
to deſcend from the mountains, I march'd them 
to beſiege Tiberias. The engagement was car- 
ried on with great vigour on both ſides, and 
the Tiberians were. almoſt in poſſeſſion of the 
victory; for my men were juſt upon retreating, 


when l, ſeeing it, exhorted, as well as I could, 


the forces I had about me, and purſued the con- 
quering 77g rians to their very gates. Other 
the lake at this juncture to my 
relief, I ordered them to ſet fire to the firſt 
houſe they made themſelves maſters of. - The 
Tiberians ſeeing this, and imagining their city 
ſtormed, . through tear threw down their arms, 
and, with their wives and children, begged me, 
on their knees, to ſpare their city ; being 
prevailed upon by their entreaties, I reſtrained 
the eagerneſs of my ſoldiers, and, as night 
was drawing on, 1 return'd with my men from 
the ſiege of the town, and refreſhed myſelf. 
At ſapperI received Simon, and endeavoured 
to give him heart from what had happened, 
promiſing to give him money for his expences, 
and ſend him ro Hieroſolhmà in ſafety. 

The next day I came to Tiberias with an 
army of ten thouſand men, and ſummoning the 
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are ſo far from minding facts and truth, that, 


FE of 


principal citizens into the Circus, I ordered 
them to acquaint me with the authors of the 
revolt. They acquainting me who they were, 
I ſent them priſoners to Fotapat, but: took cate 
to ſend Jonathan, Ananias, and their, aſſo- 
ciates, with Simon and Foazar, after 1 had 
releaſed them from their confinement, and 
given them proviſions, and ſet five hundred 
ſoldiers to guard and obſerve them, to Hieroſo- 
Iyma. After this, the Tiberiaus came again 
before me, and, on their knees, begg'd I would 
pardon what they had done, promiling to make 
me ſatisfaction for the abuſes they had com- 
mitted, by perſevering in a conſtant and duti- 
ful obedience to me. This was not all; they 
intreated me to let thoſe perſons who had 
been pillaged, be reſtored ro the plunder thar 
remained. Willing to gratify them, I com- 
manded thoſe who had any, to produce all the 
ſpoil they had obtained, but my orders being 
dilatorily obeyed, I happened to ſee one of 
my men in a finer garment than ordinary; up- 
on which, I asked him where he got ir, he 
anſwering out of the plunder of Tiberias, I 
commanded him to be whipt, and threaten'd a 
more ſevere puniſhmenr, if they did not pro- 
duce all their plunder; by this means, abun- 
dance of things were brought to me, which! 
gave the 7iber/ans upon their claiming them, 
Now I am come to this period of my diſ- 
courſe, give me leave to ſpeak a few words 
about Fu/tus, who compoſed an hiſtory of theſe 
very occurrences; and about ſome others, who 
devote themſelves to the writing hiſtory, but 


through their ſpleen and love of forgeries, they 
have the confidence to aſſert every thing they 
pleaſe, whether true or falſe: This claſs of men 
may juſtly be compared to thoſe who produce 
forged inſtruments or writings about bargains, 
or the conſequences of eſtates ; bur becauſe 
they are not liable ro the ſame puniſhments as 
the others, they diſregard and deſpiſe truth. 
Juſius, with this view, attempting to write of 
thoſe tranſactions J was concerned in, and of 
the war, in order to ſhew his diligence, hath 
feigned ſeveral relations of me, and produced 
ſeveral accounts of his country, which in reality 
are not true. Wherefore, (for I think Iam bound 
to defend myſelt againſt his falſe aſſertions) I 
ſhall rake the freedom to mention ſome things, 
which hitherto I have kept ſecret, neither ought 
any one to wonder why I have not diſcloſed them 
before now. But I hold it as an indiſputable 
principle, that he who goes about compoling 
an hiſtory; ought to inſiſt on no facts bur what 
he can depend upon as undoubted and certain; 
though, at the ſame time, he onght not to 
ſhew himſelf too ſour and bitter in expoling 
any perſon's criminal conduct, for moderatieh 
will be found of more advantage to him. « How 
© then (that I may ſpeak to him as if preſent de⸗ 
fore me) O Juſſus, the moſt profound hiftonan, 
(a title you arrogate to yourſelf) came the Gd. 
© ileans and I to be the original cauſe of your 
© country's {edition againſt the Romans andt . 
© king? tor before the Synedrim of  Hieroſolyms 
© conitituted me governor of Galilee, you . 
© all the Tiberians not only took up arms, 5 
© committed hoſtilities upon Decapolis of H. 


. . . . wil 
c \ aſhes, and your © 
© You laid its village in „ and . ſerraut 


— 
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« ſervant; fell in that engagement. Lam. not : jn;Aa war againſt them. Add to this, your | bil 
the only one who alledges this, but the an- waiting till V/paſian brought up all his forces i} 
c nals of Veſpaſian e wa} my aſſertion, and £* to lay ſiege to your town, when through fear 
© mention how the Decapolitans eagerly: impor- you caſt away your arms; for he had certain- 
tuned Veſpaſian at Ptolomais. to have you ſur- ly ſtotmed it, had not king Agrippa on his 
« rendered to them, as the author of all their knees interceeded for you, and excuſed your 
e troubles. And you had certainly been puniſh- . folly, which procured your pardon. It is not 
« ed by Veſpaſian, had not king Agrippa, who then to be accounted my fault, but yours, 
« was commiſſioned to put you to death, pre- „that you ſeemed ſo fond of maintaining a war. 
« vailed upon by the earneſt intreaties of his Have you forgot, after the many defeats I 
« ſiſter Berenice, delivered you from death, gave you, how I never put one of you to 
and confined you a long time in priſon, Beſides, death? Bur when you fomented a ſedition a- 
« your actions after wards, are not only a ſtrong * mong yourſelves, not through any love you 
« preſumption' of your deſigns in the former part had to the Romans, or the King, but to gra- 
« of your life, but alſo a full proof that you ? tify your inveterate malice, you put to death 
« really were the cauſe of your country's revolt- © an hundred fourſcore and five of your own 
ing from the Romans, which I will endeavour „citizens, at the time I was beſieged by the 
to prove from ſeveral particular circumſtances © Romans at Fotapat. What? were there not 
cin the ſequel : Nor-lſhall this be all; I will © numbered at the ſiege of Hieroſolyma two 
« alſo, for your ſake, addreſs myſelf to the Ti- < thouſand, Tiberians, part of whom were lain, 
« berians,and inform thoſe who thall peruſe this «< and the other part made captives? but perhaps 
« my hiſtory, that you was a friend neither to „you will not own that you were one of the 
the Romans nor the king. The principal and © enemy, becauſe you then ran away to the king, 
e largeſt cities in Galilee, are Sepphoris and Zi- «© which I affirm was done purely through fear 
« berias, which, O Juſtus, is your birth place? © of me. And yet you, with a pretended ſin- 
But Sepphoris ſtands in the middle of Galilee, © cerity, dare call me a wicked man, But how 
© and is ſurrounded with a great number of „came it, that king Agrippa, who, when you 
« {mall towns; and the inhabitants could, with < were capitally convicted by Veſpaſſan, obtain- 
« preat eaſe, had they reſolved on it, attempted : ed a free pardon for you, and enriched you 
« any thing againſt the Romans; but, chuling © with ſeveral conſiderable preſents: How came 
© rather to perſevere in their loyalty and obe- © it, I ſay, that he ſo often threw you into pri- 
« dience to their maſters, they refuſed me en- ſon, and ſo often commanded you to leave 
o 
< 
0 
» 
c 
c 
* 
£ 
4 
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trance into their city, and prohibited, by a your country, and retire into baniſhment? 
public decree, any of their fellow citizens When he once condemned you to death, did 
ftom aſſiſting the Jews; and that it might © not the prayers. of his ſiſter Berenice prevail 
not be expoſed to any danger on my account, upon him ſo far as to ſpare your life? But 
the citizens fraudulently got me to fortify even after this, and the commiſſion of ſo many 
their city with walls, after which, in contempt © difloyal practices, he was willing farther to 
of me, they received a garriſon from Ciſtius extend his goodneſs towards you, and make 
Gallus, who commanded the Roman Legions * you his amanuenſis, but finding you treacher- 
in Hria, who was then very powerful, and a '< ous in this office, he forebade you his ſight. 
terror to the country. Beſides, when Hie- But I will wave making any farther inquiry 
roſolyma was beſieged at that time, which is © into theſe matters. However, I cannot but 
the largeſt city we have, and the temple, © wonder at your impudence, in having the pre- 
which is common to all, was in the moſt im- * ſumption to aſſert, that you have been more 
minent danger of falling into the hands of the accurate in your accounts than all others who 
enemy, they offered to ſend auxiliaries, -be= have wrote hiſtories of theſe tranſactions, when 
cauſe they would not be thought to take up © you were both an utter ſtranger to the occur- 
arms againſt the Romans. But thy country, © rences in Galilee (being then at Berytus with 


La, 
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* Mp. tus, which is ſituated at the lake Gen- the king) and to the hardſhips the Romans 
* areth, and is diſtant from yi thirty fur= © ſuſtained, and made us ſuſtain, at the ſiege 
; longs, from Gadar ſixty, and from Scythopo- of Fotapat, only following your own whim- 
; lis, in the dominions of the king, one hun- fical imaginations, Deng quite out of the 
; dred and twenty furlongs, and has no Jewiſþ reach of learning any of my tranſactions at 
— My adjoining to it, eaſily could, had they that ſiege ; for all who could give any toler- 
; een willing, have preſerved its obedience to © able account of that ſiege, had the misfor- 
; the Romans, for the city and inhabitants were © tune to loſe their lives in the conflict. But 
Provided with a good number of arms. But you'll ſay, perhaps, you have given an ac- 
; according to your aſſertion, I was then the curate account of what was done againſt Hie- 
cauſe ; but pray, Fu/tus, who was the aggreſ- .* roſolyma. How were you able, ſince you 
er afterwards? For before Hieroſolyma was ; were neither preſent at that ſiege; or had read 
. *poled to a ſiege, you were ſenſible I was the commentaries of Ceſar ? Which is a plain 
; er the Romans, and that Fotapat was proof you have tranſmitted accounts diame- 
a 0G, ſeveral caſtles taken, and a great * trically oppoſite to thoſe in his annals. It you 
1 er of the Galilcans had loſt their lives have the faith to believe that you excel all 
attle; then was the time, when you were others in digeſting a good hiſtory, why did 

f den ag from your apprehenſions of me, for not you, while Veſpaſſan and Titus were alive, 
1 0 have thrown down yourarms, and gone under whoſe government the war had a pe- 
: nde i. Stance of the king and the Romans, riod, and while king Agrippa was alive, and 
* 3 was not a voluntary deed, but abſo- * his relations, who were excellently verſed in 
4 eceſlity, that puſhed you on to engage the Greek writings, publiſh your hiſtory, and 
47. i 6 O * bring 
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and bring it to light? ſor your had it by you 
full twenty years in writing before, and you 
had alt rhe opportunity in the world, from a 
_thorbugh ſerutiny iato things, to give us con- 
vincing probfs of - your care and diligence 
throughout the whole: But now thoſe great 
and learned pefſonages have departed from us, 
and you ate of opinion, there is no way left 
to cone mee you of your errors, you have the 
confidence ts publith your book. Now, I am 
not fo timofous as you in relation to my books, 
but 1 have preſemed them to the emperors 
themſelves, now great numbets of the facts 
mentioned in them, are frefh in every body's 
memory, afid yet preſent themſelves to their 
eyes; becauſe I was confrious I had preferv'd 
a chain of veracity thtoughout the whole. And 
when I waited for their approbation of them, 
my expectations did not deceive me. Beſides, 
I communicated my hiſtory to many others, 
ſome of whom were preſent in the war, among 
hom was king Agrippa, atid ſomè of his rela- 
tions; for the emperor Tits was fo extreme 
ly deſirous to have the knowledge of the facts 
related in my books tranſmitted to poſterity, 
that he ordered them to bèe publiſhed with 
his hand ſubſcribed to them; and king A. 
grippa wrote thiteeſcore ani two letters, to 
 teſtity the veracity I had preſerved in my hi- 
ſtory ; two of which I have here added, that 
you might have an opportunity of ſeeing what 
they contain. | 4 


King Agrippa, to my dear friend Foſtphus, 
SGrceting: „ 
J Have with a great deal of pleaſare peruſed 

your book, and in my opinion, you have treat- 
ed of the falts therein related, with more fide= 
lity and accuracy than tbe ot her hiſtorians, who 
have tranſmitted itt their writings accounts of 
the ſame things. Sie that you ſend the the re- 
maitting part. Farewel my friend. Gat.” 
King Agrippa, to my dear friend Joſepbus, 


Gresting : 


FROM zou letter; zus (eim to Hint, that 
Jou want no fart hes tnformatios ; bit that 
we have u perfet} account of every tranſatfion 
from the beginning. However, when jon come to 
me, I'll convince you of ſome things, which, 


perhaps you were not aware of. 


This was no piece of flattery in Agrippa, as 
entirely contrary to his known charatFer, nor was 


it an af? of diſtmulation, as you are pleaſed to 
ſay, ſuch a meanneſs not harbottring in his tem- 
per; but he gave full proof of the truth, as all 
thoſe do who read hiftories. Thus far with re- 
gard to Fuftas, with whom I thought myſelf in- 


diſpenſibly obliged to make this compariſon. ' 


When 1 had looked into the affairs of 7ibe- 
'rias, and aſſembled a council of my friends, 
I adviſed what meaſures were tc be put in exe- 
cution concerning ohn. All the Galileans 

were of opinion, that I ought to put them in coming 
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agree to their ſentiments, as I was defirons to 
refmitiate-' the differences without ſhedding: of 
blood; wherefore I adviſed them to be very di- 
ligent in learning the names of thoſe who were 
with John. They putting my advice in execu- 


tion, and informing me what perſons were about 
him, 1 put out an edift, promiſing them who 
were in Fohn's intereſts an indemnity; provi- 
ded they would abandon him; and: gave them 
the ſpace of twenty days to conſider of it, if ſo 
be they had any thoughts of their own ſecurity, 
beſides I threatened them, in caſe they did not 
theo aſide their arms, to lay their houſes in 
aſhes; and expoſe their effects to public ſale. 
When they heard this, they were ſtruck with 
terror, and abandoned John, and throwing a- 
'fide their arms, to the number of about four 
thouſand came over to me; thoſe who remain. 
ed with John, were only the inhabitants of his 
own city, and ſome Tyrians, amounting in all 
to about fifteen hundred men. This one ſtra- 
tagem of mine defeating effectually John's 
meaſures, he was obliged through fear to ſhut 
himſelf up in his own country. a | 
Much about this time the Sepphorites, con- 
fiding in the ſtrength of their walls, and ſee- 
ing me buſied in other affairs, took heart, 
and had recourſe to arms. In conſequence 
of this, they ſent to Cu Gallus, who 
was then governor of Syria, deſiring he would 
in perſon come quickly, and receive the obe- 
dience of their city, or at leaſt ſend thithet 
a garriſon of ſoldiers. Gallus promiſed them 
to ebme, but intimated not a word of the time. 
When I came to hear of this proceeding, I 
took up the forces 1 had with me, and 22 
an attack with them upon the city, I too 
it by ſtorm: The Galileans, ſuppoſing by this 
diſad vantageous turn of fortune, they had à 
favourable opportunity to ſatiate their hatted 
upon the Szpphorites, (and being their avowed 
enemies) ruſhed furiouſly into the city, as if 
their intent had been to have put citizens and 
ſtrangers alike to the ſword. The inhabitants 
ſeeing this, allied out, whereupon the Ga/ileans 
ſet fire to thoſe houſes they found empty, 
(for the people through fear, had retited into 
the tower) every thing fell a ſactifice to their 
depredarions, and they kept no bounds with 
their countrymen, in the plunder they made 
upon them. When I perceived this, 1 was ex- 
tremely ſorrowful, and ordered them to ceaſe 
any farther hoſtilities, ſuggeſtiug the gteat 
wickedneſs in handling ſo tigidly the men of 
the ſame tribe with them. When I ſaw that 
neither my entreaties or commands had 1 
effect upon them, and the greatneſs of their 
hatred weighing down all my admonitions, 
ordered ſome of my ttuſtieſt friends to di: 
vulge a report, that the Romans with a get. 
body of forces had attacked the other part : 
the city. I did this with no other deſig?! 
than that, the teport ſpreading abroad, I 
fury of the Calileaus might be Rf 
Sepp horis be preſerved from ruin. In 1 2 
my ſtratagem had the deſired ſucceſs, 
ro hear the report, they begah) | 


arms, and make an irruption with them upon look to themſelves, by leaving behind 


A A 


haſtily beraKki's 


John, in order to puniſh him as rhe real au- the plunder they had made hun tney las 
thor of the late troubles :* But I could not themſelves te flight, eſpecially when the) © 


Frayrus Joss, 


me their general doing the ſame; for, in order 
to gain more credit to the report, I pretended 
to be terrifred, in like manner as t were, 
with the danger that threat ned. 51 hus the 


Sepphorites, by this artifice of mine, preſerved 


| their lives and effects. ann 
But Tiberias was on the point of being ſackt, 
on the following account: The principal men 
of their ſenate wrote a letter to the king, en- 
treating him to come to them, and receive 
their city under his government; the king 
promiſed to come, and ſent them a letter in 
anſwer, which he gave to one of the grooms 
of his bed-chamber, named Cri/pus, and a Few, 
to carry to the Tiberians. Some of the Galileans 
| happening. to meet with Criſpus, as he was 
bringing the letter, knew him, and apprehend- 
ed and brought him to me: When this came 
to be told the people, they were full of indig- 
nation, and immediately armed themſelves. A 
great number of them aſſembling the next day 


came to Aſoc his, where I then reſided, and with 


loud exclamations calling Tiberias a traitereſs 
and a friend of the King's, craved leave to make 
a deſcent upon it, utterly deſtroy it, and level 
it with the ground; for they were as invete- 
rate enemies to the Tiberians as Sepphorites. 


When 1 came to hear of this procedure, 


I was doubtful in what manner to preſerve 
the city from the enraged Galileans; for I 
could make no excuſe in relation to the charge 
| brought againſt the Tiberians, of ſurrendering 
up their city; the letter the king had wrote 
back to them, being too conyincing a proof 
to juſtify them. Wherefore, weighing the af- 
fair ſome: time in my mind, I gave them this 
anſwer at laſt ; That the Tiberians had done 
very baſely, and I was ſenſiblo of it, neither will 
T be any obſtacle to your ſacking their city; ne- 
vertheleſs, nothing of that kind is to be put in 
execution, without previous advice, and matu- 
rate conſideration ; for the Tiberians are not the 


ouly perſons who have endangered our liberty, 


but great numbers of the Galileans, who are e- 
| feemeg very loyal and dutiful. Wherefore ſtay 
a little, till T ſhall get better information, who 
have been the real authors of the defection and 
treachery, and then you ſball have every one 0 
them ſurrendered into your hands, and be at li- 
berty to puniſh thoſe who ſhall. be found guilty. 
With theſe words 1 pacified the multitude, 
and when their anger was abated, every man 
withdrew to his houſe. After I had order*d 
the man ſent by the king to be put in chains, 
I pretended I had — occaſion to go out 
ot the kingdom for ſome days, to tranſact an 
altair of moment, and then calling to me Ci 
bs privately, I ordered him to make the ſol- 
diers drunk that guarded him, and then make 
his eſcape to the king; thus Tiherias, which 
Vas again expoſed to the laſt extremity, by 


my diligence was delivered from the danger that 


threatened ir, 5 

Much about this time Juſtus, the ſon of 
Piſtius, when I knew nothing of it, went over 
to the king; 1 will lay open in a few words, 
the reaſon had induced him to it. On the firſt 
teaking out of the war between the Fews and 
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0mans,' the. Tiberians, were. reſolved. to per- 
evere in their obedience to the king, and on no 
motives whatever abandon the Romans. Fuftus, 
notwithſtanding this reſolution of theirs, endea- 
voured to ſpirit them up to a revolt; becaulſc 
he earneſtly longed. for a change, from which 
he hoped he. ſhould obtain the advantage, of 
wreſting into his hands the government of the 
Galileans, and of his country. But his ſcheme 
proved abortive; for the Galileans, who were 
avowed enemies to the Tiberians, out of the 
indignation they entertained to the hardſhips 
they had ſuffered from 7u/tus, before the com- 
mencement of the war, could not endure to 
think of having him for their general. Beſides, 
I, who had received the government of Galilee, 
agreeable to the general conſent of the Syne- 
drim at Hieroſolyma, was ſeveral times actua- 
ted with ſo juſt a rage againſt him, that ſome- 
times I was ready to put him to death, becauſe 
I had nor patience to brook. his inſupportable 
malice ; this making him apprehend that my 
anger might, one time or other, be attended 
with fatal conſequences to him,. he ſent to the 
king, ſuppoſing he ſhould live better, and in 
more ſecurity with him. oF 
The Sepphorites being unexpeCtedly freed 
from their firſt danger, ſent to Ceftius Gallus, 
begging him to come quickly to them, to receive 
their city under his protection, or ſend them a 
ſufficient body of forces, to repel the ir- 
ruptions of their enemies. In ſhort, they 
induced Gallus to tranſmit them a ſupply 
of cavalry and infantry, which, upon their 
coming, they, introduced into the city in 
the night-time. The bordering country lying 


expoſed to the depredations of the Roman ſol- 


diers, afrer I had taken up the forces I had at 
hand, I went to Gareſine, where I encamped 
about twenty furlongs from Sepphoris, and in 
the night, marching with my army to the city, 
I ſat down before the walls, and then giving 
orders to a great number of my men, to mount 
the walls with their ſcaling ladders, I made 
myſelf, immediately, maſter of the greateſt 
part of the city: But being ignorant of the 
places, we were obliged to retire, having ſlain 
twelve foot ſoldiers and two horſemen belong- 
ing to the Romans, with ſome of the Seppho- 
rites, only one of our men being miſſing. But 
it was not long before we came to an open 
engagement- in the plain, in which, having de- 
fended ourſelves a long time with great brave- 
ry, we were obliged to yield the victory to 
the enemy ; for having the ill fortune ro be 
hemmed in on every ſide, and my men ſeeing 


It, they turned their backs upon me, and fled 


through fear. In this encounter, one of thoſe 
who had the ſafe-guard of my perſon, loſt his 
life; his name was Fuftus, and he had ſome 
time before been in the ſame poſt under the 
king. Much about this time, came a body of 
borke and foot forces, which che king ſent un- 
der the command of Ha, the captain of his 
royal dune who incamped about five fur- 
longs from Julias, and planted his ſcouts along 
the roads, in one which leads to Caza, and in 


another which was the ready way to the caſtle 


of 
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of Camala, with a deſign to hinder all commu- 
- nication: with the inhabitants of Galilee. 
As ſoon as I came to hear of this, I detach'd 
a band of two thouſand men, under the com- 
mand of Feremias.' Both armies encamped 
about a furlong from Julias, near the river 
Fordan, but nothing paſt on either ſide but light 
Skirmiſhes, till I had an opportunity to come up 
with three thouſand more of my men. The 
next day, having planted my men in ambuſcades, 
at a ſmall diſtance from their camp, I chal- 
lenged the royal army to gire me battle, 
giving at the {ſame time orders to my men 
to pretend a flight, till the enemy was drawn 
out of their entrenchments; this ſtratagem 
was crowned with the defired ſucceſs, for 
Hilla, thinking my men had not made a pre- 
tended flight, drew out his army, and purſued 
them. - Immediately my men, whom I had 
ſecured in his rear, fallied out of their ambuſ- 
cades, and fell upon him, which pur the reſt 
of his army into great diſorder, When I faw 
this, I rallied my men immediately, and faced 
the royal army, which I put to flight. The 
victory had unqueſtionably fallen, as I could 
have wiſhed, on my ſide this day, had not an 
unlucky accident prevented it; the horſe which 
1 fought upon, happening to carry me into a 
muddy and boggy place, fell with me on the 
ground, by which accident I ſprained the wriſt 
of my atm, and was obliged to be carried into 
a village called Cæepharmome. When my army 
came to hear of my miſchance, fearing ſome 
worſe accident had beiel me. they left off the 
purſuit, and returned extremely uneaſy about 
me. Upon this, I called my phyſicians, and 
having got my hurt look'd after, I was obliged, 


through a fever I had upon me, to ftay where 


I was that day; but at night, as the doctors 
ordered, I was carried to Tærichea. | 
Sy!la and his army, receiving the news of 
my misfortune, reſumed courage, and knowing 
my camp was not very ſtrictly guarded, he 
planted a body of horſe in ambuſh beyond 
5 . and, as ſoon as it was day, ſtrove to 
ring us to an engagement. My forces, not 
refuſing the encounter, marched into the plain, 
upon which the horſemen, ſallying out to their 
ambuſcade, threw a pannick fear into my men, 
who preſently fled. Six of my men loſt their 
lives in this engagement, and they let the 
victory entirely ſlip out of their hands; for 
hearing a freſh ſupply of forces were arrived 
by ſhipping, ar Julias from Taricheæ, they, 
through fear, ſounded. a retreat. 
Shortly after this, Veſpaſian came to Tyre, 
and with him king Agrippa. The Tyrians be- 
gan, on his arrival, to throw their reproaches 
on the king, calling him an enemy, both to the 
Drians and to the Romans; for they upbraided 
him with Philip, the general of his armies, 
having, by his own command, betrayed the pa- 
lace, and the Roman garriſon at Hieroſolyma. 
But when Veſpaſian heard theſe complaints, he 
reproved the Zyrians for diſhonouring, in ſuch 
a manner, a perſon who was both a king and an 
ally of rhe e and adviſed the king to 
ſend Philip to Rome, to give an account of 
his actions to Nero. In conſequence of this, 


dered him N the king, to be puniſhed by 
t 


currences, I have given a more accurate deſcrip- 


paſt in my life- time, but which are no where 


Jan to Alexandria, ſhe left me; upon which ! 


Philip was ſeit to Rome, but never once aps 

ared before Vero; for when he found him 
in the midſt of dangers, and expoſed to a vio. 
lent ſedition and civil war, he made haſte back 
to tho king. Veſpaſtan, after this, coming to 
Ptolomais, the principal citizens of Decapolis 
were very loud in their exclamations againſt 
Juftus the Tiberian, becauſe he laid ſeveral of 
their villages in aſhes. Veſpaſſan, bein 
thoroughly acquainted with this affair, ſurren- 


the officers of the kingdom; but the king, with- 
out acquainring Ye/paian, threw him into pri- 
ſon, as we have obſerved above. After this 
the Sepphorites came to meet YVe/paſzan, and, 
having congratulated him, they received a gar- 
riſon from him, commanded by Placidus, with 
which they returned; I following them in the 
rear, till Veſpaſſan came into Galilee, Of 
whoſe coming, in what manner the battle 
was conducted that was firſt fought with me 
at Tarichez, of their marching thence to Fotapar, 
of my actions at the ſiege of that place, of 
my being taken priſoner alive, and put in chains, 
and how I was afterwards ſet at liberty, of 
my ſeveral performances during the Fewwih 
war, and of the tranſactions relating to Fo 
ſiege of Hiero/olyma ; of all thefe ſeveral oc- 


tion in the account of the Fewiſb wars: But I 
think myſelf under a neceſſity to add, at the 
end of this account, thoſe occurrences which 


mentioned in the account I have given of the 
Fewiſh war. SIRE; Es obs be 

The ſiege of Fotapat being now drawn to a 
concluſion, though I was in the hands of the 
Romans, and ſtrictly guarded, yet Veſpaſſan 
had a very great reſpect for me; in conſe- 
quence of which, I married, by his own order, 
a virgin, who was taken a priſoner at the 
ſacking of Cz/area, and a native of that city. 
But ſhe lived not long with me; for having 
obtained my liberty, and marching with Ve/pa- 


married another wite at Alexandria. From 
this place I was ſent, together with Titus, to 
the ſiege of Hieroſolyma, where ſeveral times 
my life was expoſed to danger, for the Fews 
were continually uſing one ſtratagem or other, 
to get me into their hands, with no other in- 
tent than to put me to death ; and the Romans, 
every time they met with any diſadvantage, 
which they conſtantly attributed to ſome trea- 
chery of mine, were eternally tiring the em- 

eror with accuſations againſt me, and deſiring 
kim to give me up to puniſhment as their be- 
trayer. But Titus Cæſar, who was perfect 
acquainted with the chances of war, ſilence 
the ſurious proceedings of his ſoldiers; and, 
when Hieroſolyma was at the point of being 
taken, he adviſed me to take what I pleaſed, 
ro my own uſe, out of the plunder of the 
city, for he ſaid he frankly gave me the liber 
ty. As I had no greater deſire, after the run 
of my country, which could more alleviate 
my miſeries, than the liberty of my frien as 
1 asked Titus for that favour, as alſo for the 
ſacred books, which Titus preſented me 70 ; 


* 


os 
: 

* 
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* leave from Titus to £0 into the temple, where 
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And immediately after, I had begged from him 
the life of my brother, and the liberty of five 
hundred of my friends, in which I ſucceeded 
according to my wiſhes. Beſides, I obtained 


a great multitude of caprive. women and chil- 


- dren were ſhut up, and as many of my friends 
and acquaintance as I found there, who a- 


I ſet at liberty, and, without paying any ching 
for their ranſom, diſmiſſed them to go and de 


mounted to one hundred and ninety perſons, 


reſtored to their former ſtate of lite. After 
this, I was ſent by Titus Cæſar, in company with 
Cerealius, and a thouſand horſe, to a certain 
village which was called Thecoe, to ſee if the 
place was convenient to encamp in; but on 
my return, ſeeing a great many poor wretches 
faitened to crofles, and among them three of 
my acquaintance, I was dey much troubled 
in mind, and _ at the feet of Titus with 
tears in my eyes, I repreſented the caſe to 
him. Upon this, he gave immediate orders to 
have them taken down, and all imaginable 
care taken of them ; but two of them happen- 
ed to die under the hands of the perſons who 
looked after them, bur the third prolonged 
his life ſome time longer. 8 

Titus thus put an end to the diſtractions 
in Fudæa; and thinking the lands I had about 
Hieroſolyma, would be of no ſervice to me, 
becauſe of the Romans who vere left to 
guard the country, gave me another eſtate in 
the plain; and on his ſetting forward for Rome, 
took me along with him, and uſed me with 
great reſpe&t. When we came to Ryme, I re- 
ceived not a little favour from Veſpaſian, for 
he entertained me in the (1) houſe he himſelf 
dwelt in before he came to be emperor, made 
me a denizen of Rome, aſſigned me an annual 
penſion, conſtantly heaping his favours upon 
me, and never reſtrained his hand from ſhow- 
ering down his kindneſs upon me, till death 
put an end to his generoſity; which rendered 
me obnoxious to ſeyeral dangers from the 
envy of my enemies. One Jonathan, a Few, 
having raiſed a ſedition in Cyrexe, and per- 
ſuaded above two thouſand of the natives to. 
join in the commotion, became, at length, the 
cauſe of their ruin; for happening to be de- 
feated by tho governor of the province, he 
was ſent to the emperor, before whom he. 


ayerred, that I had ſupplied him with arms 
and money. Veſpaſian, notwithſtanding this 


aſſertio 
on which he was ſurrendered to the habgman, 


danger I efcap 


who executed him. But this was hot the. bal 


* 


happineſs; but by the providence of God I got 


ſpot of ground 


had brought me three Tons,” two of Whom died, 
but the third, whom I called Hyrcanus, ſur- 
vived. I was not long before I marry*d ano- 
ther wite, who had lived in Crete, and was a 


3 by nation, born of noble parents, and 


eſcended from one of the beſt families in that 
country, and, in the excellency of her man- 
ners, was preferable to moſt women, as her 
life and behaviour with me is a convincing 
proof. I had two ſons by her, Fuſtus, who 
was the elder, and S/me#ides the younger, 


who was alſo ſurnamed Agrippa This is the ac- 


count of my family, In the mean while, the 
emperor's kindneſſes remained inviolate ; for 
when Veſpaſian died, Titus, who ſucceeded 
him in the empire, uſed me with the ſame 
honourable reſpe&t as his father had done, and 
every. time I was accuſed, gave no ear to'my 
enemies. Domitian alſo, who ſucceeded Titus, 
held me in very great honour and diguity ; 
for thoſe Jews who accuſed me he put to 
death, 'and ordered a ſervant of mine, an 
Eunuch and tutor to my ſon, to be puniſhed, 
for bringing an accuſation againſt me, Be- 
ſides, he granted me thoſe lands which I held 


looked upon as a very honourable mark of 
the emperor's favour, to the perſon who re- 
ceives it. Cæſar's wife Domitia, was alſo 
conſtantly gratifying me with one kindneſs or 
other. Theſe are the moſt material circum- 
ſtances of my whole life; from which I leave 
mankind to draw what concluſions they pleaſe, 
and judge as they think fit of my morals. 
And as, my (2) Epaphroditas, (3) the beſt of 
men, I have complied all our (4) antiguities for 
your uſe, ſo I will here leave off my narra- 
tion, and for the preſent conclade my diſ- 
conrde; s e 


(i) It appears from Sueronius, in his Life, Chap. 11. that Viſpaſan took great Delight in his former Condition, 
and in the Remembrance of the Place he dwelt in, his Wards are thus tranſlated. The Emperor 


; char frequently viſit the Habitation of his Youth, 
e 


n 


in the ſame State as it was in before he was Emperor, 


might not loſe the Satisfaction of ſurveying what his Eyes had before taken ſo much Delight 
This gives us room to ſuppoſe, that he loved the Houſe he lived in at Rome, when a priv 


an, and uſed it for a place of Reftdence for his Friends, as is mentioned here about our Author. 


(2). This Fpaphroditus, according to the general 


_ | 5 
ndemned to Death; as appears from Suetonius, in 


_ was Nero's Libratian, whom Domitian 


ch er to think that he was Trajun's Freedman and Procurator; for which, conſult him upon Luke, 


ap. 1. The Book 
Preface, ſhor 
againſt Abion 


(3) Valefrus upon Euſebius, pa. 47. concludes from this Epilogue, that this Book ef Joſepbus is only 


an Appendix of the twentieth Book of the Antiquities. 


$ of the Antiquities were declared to Fpupbroditus, as we ſhall obſerve in a copious 
tly to be printed with this Work, and. which may be ſeen at the Beginning of the firſt Book 


MY W Reland ſays, it appears from this place, that his Life is only an Epilogue or Appendix of the 


ook of the Antiquities. 


47 


N 
3 
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This is the End of the Jewiſh Antiquities, which are compriſed in twenty Books, and to 
 whichis annexed the Life of Joſephus. 
6 P 


THE 


517 


n, was not ignorant of the falſehood he 


told, and condemned him, for it, to die; up- 


eſcaped, for ſeveral accuſations were 
brought agauiſt me, by thoſe who” envied my 


clear of them all; Vale gahe me & large 
por or ground; at the Time 1 put away my 
Wife, becauſe 1 did not like her actions, who 


in "rc free from any tribute, which is 
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E have peruſed the chronicle of 
Fuſtus the Tiberian, the title of 
t which is this, The Chronicle of 

_ of Tiberias, of the kings of 

Judæa, who were crowned. - This 
* Author deduces his original and 
name from Tiberias, a town in Galilee, He 
begins his hiſtory from Moyſes, and continues it 
to the death of Agrippa, the ſeventh king of the 
line of Herod, and the laſt who ſwayed the 
ſceptre of Fudea ; he flouriſhed under Claudius, 
Nero, and Veſpaſian, and died in the third year 
of Trajan, where his hiſtory concludes. This 
author's ſtile is conciſe; but he paſſes by ſe- 
veral occurrences, which ought to be related. 
As he was a Few, he had one common fault 
with the Hebreus, which was, that he ſays not 
a word of the coming of chriſt, or of his ſuf- 


(a) We are oblig'd to Photius for this Abſtract, which we have thought : 
frequent mention of this Juſtus, as his Enemy, in the Relation he gives of the 


for Joſephus makes 


currences of his Life. Havercamp. 
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miſſed him without puniſhment. 
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ferings, or of the miracles he wrought. His 

father's name was Piftus, an Hebrew, and (as 
Foſephus ſays) one of the moſt wicked men 

living, a ſlave to the love of money, and 2 

wretch abandoned to his luſtful deſires. He 

had ſtrong contentions with Joſephus in the 

commonwealth, and, it is ſaid, he laid ſeveral 

ſnares to take away his life: Notwithſtand- 

ing this uſage, Joſephus, when he had him ſe- 

veral times in his power, only rebuked him 

with words for what he had done, and dil- 

The greateſt 

part of the hiſtory he compoſed, 1s ſuppoſed 
to be full of nothing but falſehoods, and eu- 
tirely fabulous; and thoſe paſlages eſpecially 
where he treats of the war carried on by « 
Romans againſt the Jews, and the ſiege 0 
Hieroſolyma. i" 


roper to inſert in this place; 
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IN ck the war which the Fews together, and give us an hiſtory ; While 6- 
maintained againſt the Romans, thers, who were ſpectators of what paſſed, 

is not only the greateſt our age either rough 'a deſire of humouring the 

hath feen, buralmoſt of all others Romans, or t 1 The 
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ue have any account of, either 

That cities waged againſt cities, 
cr nations againſt nations, ſome, who were 
not preſent at the occurrences, have col- 
lected from reports a number of incohe- 
rent and ridiculous facts, and, like ſo many 
Shifts, have undettaken to connect them 


1871 4 0 


| ) This Title is not in Voffius's Book, nor the 
ius Joſephus, of the Deſtruction of Judea, and the 


ns, of through their hatred to the Jews, 
have concealed” the truth, and ſhaded (ver 
hiſtorical: facts with fable and fiction; their 
writings being partly compoſed of invectives, 
and partly ot "engomiam, yet no veracity, that 
touchſtone of hiſtory, preferved in any paſſage. 
This is the reaſon that has induced me to tranſ- 
late into Greek, what before I wrote in Hebrew 


Proemit, the Bodleian Copy runs thus in its 2 


fin | Book of the great City, in the Grecian Dial 


175 * aſe. The Librarian, from the latter Part of theſe Words, underſtood that theſe Books were 
thi Wort by Joſepbus in Hebrew. Photius in his 48th Bock, 1ays, that this is not the Title ot 
Hiſor ork, ut only ſpecifies the Argument. Porpiyry calls theſe Books, The! Books ef te Jewiſh. 
his 423 and Euſebius equently names them The Books of tbe Hiſtories ; but Fol „ a well in 
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Auniquities, as his Life, ſtiles them The Books of the Jewiſh Mar. 


EY 


* 


* 
3 
. * 
mY 
" 
0 
g 


4 
d @* 
: 


£ 
4 


_ prieſt; who maintain d a war | 
© ON | __ alſo a ſpectator: 
tient at, what paſſed after-" action nat! 
ul a manner as I can; in the natration of which" 
it var, I may ſometimes give way to the native affecti. 

which was k in quences, the Ro- ief 
mane, as 1 have obſerved. aboye, were under 
grbar difficulties, which aroſe from themſelves; - 


_ . fitous of a- change of government, finding the 
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times in great commotion, fomented a rebelli- 
on, being exceeding ſtrong and opulent, which 
they relied upon; and the violence of the ſe- 
fiercely, that the Jews 
hopes of making themſelves maſters of 
the eaſt, and the Romans tearful of loſing 
the conqueſts they had there. The Fews be- 
lieved all their countrymen, reſiding beyond 
the Euphrates, would rake up arms in con- 
junction with them, and the Romans were ter- 
ribly harraſſed by the Gauls their neighbqurs; 
beſides, Celte were up in arms, and eyery 
place was full of nothing but havock and de- 
ſtruction, occaſioned by the death of Nero. 
Several made themſelves competitors for the 
empire, and the army, deſirous to enfich itſelf, 
endeavoured at a revolution; theſe are ſo 


many reaſons.that have induced me to convey, 
the truth of ſuch great occurrences, in thgplain-! 


eſt manner I can, without miſtaking in any one 
material point; for Parthians and Babylonians, 


and the remoteſt Arabians, and our country- 


men beyond the Euphrates, and the Adiebe- 
nians are perfectly well ac uainted, by my ac- 
curacy and diligence, . with the beginning of 
this war, the deſtruction that attended it, and 
concluſion of it. 
who were not any ways engaged in the fierce 
tranſactions of it, know nothing of the oc- 
only read accounts of it 
from other authors, who complied a thouſand 
promote falſehood. | + 7 

And yet they are not aſhamed to diſgrace 


fictions; either for the ſake of flattery, or to 


hiſtory with ſuch trifles, which, beſides the 


inconvenience and prejudice they give their 


readers, are nevertheleſs in my opinion far 


from their deſign; for their intentions are to 


* 


after the ſevere 


Parthians, 


enlarge the facts of the Romans, and in that 
view they extenuate and depreciate thoſe of 
the Fews. But they never once conſider, that 
thoſe can't poſſibly be accounted. great, who 
only tumble and cruſh thoſe that "are weaker. 


"Add ro this, they vever once think of the 


length of this war, of the vaſt number of 


Roman ſoldiers, quite wearied out in its pro- 
greſs, or of the valour of the commanders, the 


glory of whoſe actions is certainly leſſened, if, 
ae hardſhips they have undergone 
before Hieroſolyma, any thing be taken from 


* 


+ (3) Such as the Babhyloniant, Afſyrians, and the Jews beyond 

tions Joſephus underſtands in this Paſſage, he himſelf” mentions a 
Babylonians,' the remoteſt ' Arabians and the 'Fews beyond the Eupbrates, which, 

Word, are meant to be Inhabitants of the er Continent. „ 
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' thoſe who ſer the Roman conduct in a ſhin; 
light, have reſolved to enhance the deeds 
my countrymen. But 1 will fer off the tranſ- 


But the Greeks and Romans, 


Book 1. 


the famous actions they atchiev'd, during the 


ſie 


183883 I that man, who, con 


* 


Rais 
g 


0 


actions of both nations in as accurate aud faith. 


on of my mind, but then it is When my gtief 
E >efore me the calamities of my coumry; 
and chat the tyranny of the leading Jews was 
their inclinations, to lay their hands and throw 
fire upon the holy temple, he is a witneſs who 


ordered the deſtruction; for Titus Ceſar, dur- 


> 
, 


ing the progreſs of the war, compaſſionated our 


"countrymen, becauſe he found them under the 
dominion of rebels and tyrants; he ſeveral 
times deferred deſtroying them when he had it 
in his power, and purpoſely framed delays to 
hinder the ſiege, that the authors of the war 
might return to a ſenſe of themſelves. Now 
if any one charge me with diſingenuity, in the 
harſh accohnt I give of theſe tyrants and their 
depredations, let them conclude that it is the 
ſorrowful idea I have of my country's miſeries, 


that has carry'd me beyond the bounds of hiſ- 


"tory, and fo grant me pardon for my juſt grief; 
for of all the cities under = Roman dominions, 
- urs was certainly once the. happieſt; and after- 
wards the moſt ehe, Pg 1 7 e lool 155 
the misfortunes of all the jan unn earth, of 
which we have any account, let them happen 
in what age they would, yet, if they are 
compared with the calamities to which the 
Fewiſh nation was expoſed, they will, in my 
opinion, come far ſhort; beſides, none of our 
foreigners had any hand in them, or became 
their cauſe, which makes it the more infippor- 
table for me, to moderate, and govern my great 
concern and ſorrow. But if there is any one 
ſo hard-hearted, as not to be moved with pity, 
let him be judge in this caſe, and, with my 
leave, he his at liberty to.remark the facts of my 
| hiſtory ; but let him allow the writer the indul- 
gence of his own ſorrow. _ „ 

I have ſeveral times complained againſt the 
learned Greeks, and, I think, with reaſon and 
juſtice, who are privy to ſo great actions 
performed in their days, which, were they to 
compare the antient accounts they haye pub- 
liſhed with them, would be found vaſtly ſu- 
perior. In their own hiſtories, they {it 45 
judges, but detract from thoſe of others; and, 
though they excel in eloquence, yet, the de- 
ſign of theſe is far more eminent, and ſur- 

afſes them; the Greeks undertake, to publiſh 
iſories of the Aſjrians and des, as if the 
accounts delivered us by the antient hiſtorians 
of thoſe nations, had not bandled their-ſub- 
je& matter well enough ; though, in the mall, 
they come as far ſhort of their ſtrength as their 
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Book I. 


-oduQtion of a very good piece, and to feign 
any incident was thought, among judicious 
men, a very diſhonourable practice; for to 
tranſmit accounts of facts which had been left 
unrelated, and to recommend to {ucceeding 


enerations the occurrences of their own time, 
was eſteemed a very worthy act. Now he, 


who only changes and alters the order and 
diſpoſition of another man's works, can never 
be ſaid to uſe this diſintereſtedneſs and care; 
for *tis only he who compiles an entire hiſtory 
out of new materials, that has a ſhare in this 
praiſe: With this view I, as I am a ſtranger, 
have ſpared no pains or labour to tranſmit to 
the Greeks and Barbarians ſuitable accounts 
of warlike atchievements. Thoſe of my coun- 
try, when their gain or advantage ſtands be- 
fore them, have vſually their mouths very open, 
and their tongues at full liberty; but where 
an hiſtory comes before them, where truth 
muſt unavoidably be diſplayed, and where the 
materials to compoſe it muſt be collected with 
a great deal of toil and labour, there they have 
nothing to ſay, and commonly leave to poor 
genius's, and thoſe who are unacquainted with 
the tranſactions, to write the hiſtory, where 
facts are to be derived from their beginning 
and fountain head. 'This 1s the reaſon we de- 
vote ourſelves to a faithful ſcrutiny into the 
truth, and the Greeks abandon themſelves to 
the contrary, . | 

Jo repeat the Jewiſh affairs from their firſt 
original, and what they were, and in what 
manner they departed from Agypt, and the 


countries they travelled through 1n their wan- 


dering, and the many places they ſeized upon, 
and how they removed from them, to ſpeak 
of the particulars, I ſay, is, in my opinion, 
both unneceſſary and ſuperfluous; fince ſeveral 
of wy countrymen, the Fews, have before me 
tranſmitted more accurate accounts of their af- 
fairs, and ſome of the Greeks have handled the 
fame occurrences in their own language, in 


which they have very nearly followed truth. 


But where thoſe hiſtorians, and our prophets 
have left off, there will I fetch the beginning of 
my hiſtory, 1 will be more particular and 
copious in thoſe incidents which relate to the 
wat, and happened in my time, and ſhall only 
lightly and ſummarily touch upon thoſe heads 

wich are of more antient date than my age. 
How Antiochus, who was ſirnamed Epipha- 
"cs, alter he had taken Hieroſolyma, and held 
5 years and ſix months, was, by the ſons 
ot Aſamoneus, drove out of the country; and 
*crwards how their poſterity, raiſing a diſſen- 
wn among themſelves, drew Pompey and the 
FIT to ſeize the kingdom, and how Herod 
br on of Antipater, by the aſſiſtance of Sofrus, 
bony he called to his aid, put a period to 
" government ; and then, how the people, 


Upot 
pon the death of Herod, raiſed a commotion, 


n eq being emperor, and Onintillius 


ISH WAR 


Of the JE W 
deſign in writing. Every writer formerly made 
it his ſtudy to commit nothing to his works, 
but what was tranſacted within the time of 
memory; add to which, they were for the 
moſt part eye-witneſſes of what they tranſmit- 
ted down to poſterity, which gave ſign of the 


Varus governing 
out in the twelfth year of Nero, and of the 


things happening under Cefirrs, and the many 


places the Fews invaded on the firſt breaking 
out of the war. b 1 

Alſo, how they fortified the cities on the 
frontiers, and how Nero, aftet the defeat (oius 
received, fearing the ruin of his empire, placed 
Veſpaſian in his room to manage the wat; how 
he, in company with his eldeſt ſon, marched 
into Fudæa, and the number of Romanus he 
had in his army, and how many auxiliaries 
were put to the {word throughout Galilee 3 
how he took ſeveral of theit cities by ſtorm, 
and obliged others to ſurrender. - When Ice 
thus far, I will take an opportunity to men- 
tion the Roman method of drawing up and 
marſhalling an army, the diſcipline of their 
legions, the dimenſions of both Galilee, the 
temper of their ſoil, and the limits and boun- 
daries of Fudea. Add to theſe, I will ob- 
ſerve the properties of the country, the. ſeveral 
lakes and fountains in it, the ſeveral accidents 
tnat befel the ſeveral cities, and all this, with 
the ſtricteſt truth, from what either I was an 
ocular witneſs of, or have credibly heard ; 
neither will flip to make mention of my own 
misfortunes, becauſe I am deſirous that every 
particular may be rightly known and undet- 
ſtood, 

Next to this I will take notice, how, on 
the decline of the Fewiſh affairs, Vero died, 
and how Veſpaſian thereupon, haſtening his 
journey to Hieroſolyma, was hindted on account 
of the government; I will mention the ſeveral 
ſignals given him to take the empire, the alte- 
rations occaſioned at Rome, and how the army 
declared him emperor againft his inclination. 
After this, I ſhall proceed to ſpeak of his en- 


tering AÆgypt, to take upon him the univerſal 


government, when 1n his journey he found the 
Fewiſh affairs involved in inextricable commo- 
tions and ſeditions; and how tyrants roſe up 


among us, and the diſſentions that afterwards 


tore them in pieces. 
Immediately after this, I will go on, and 
tell of Titus's returning out of Agypt, and 
breaking again into Fadea ; the quality and 
quantity of his army, and the place he fat 
down in; how the city was expoſed to a 
raging ſedition upon his coming ; the many 
attacks he made upon the walls, and the num- 
ber of mounts he erected ; the three walls, 
their magnitude, the ftrong fortifications of the 
walls, and the diſpoſition of the temple and 
ſacrarium, their dimenſions, and thoſe of the 
altar; and all this, with as much accuracy as 
I am able, I will further take notice of the 
cuſtoms of ſome of our feſtivals, the ſeven 
luſtrations, the offices ot the prieſts, their veſt- 
ments, and thoſe of the high-priett, the plat- 
form of the ſacrarium in the temple ; and all 
this, without either taking or adding any thing 
to any particular. 
I will afterwards ſpeak of the cruelty of the 
tyrants to their own countrymen, and the in- 
dulgence of the Romans to ſtrangers; and how 
many times Titus, deſiring to ſave the city 
and the temple, adviſed the ſeditious to termi- 


6Q nate 


Fudea; and how the war broke 
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nate their differences, and unite in friendſhip, 
through the tender foreſight he had of their 
inevitable deſtruction. Then I will thew the 
many ills they ſuffered from the fury of the 
war, the many ills from their implacable ſedi- 
tion, and- the many from famine ; and after- 
wards, how they were made captive. Neither 
will 1 paſs by the misfortunes that befel thoſe 
who fled, and the misfortunes of thoſe who 
were- taken priſoners; how the temple was 
burnt againſt Cz/ar's orders, and the quantity 
of ſacred furniture that was ſaved from the 
flames; the deſtruction of the whole city, and 
the ſigns and omens that went before it; the 
captivity of the tyrants, and the number of 
people carried into bondage, and the ſeveral 
accidents that befel them; how the Romans 


- Fravivs Jostenvus 


Book I; 


managed the remaining part of the war, gif. 
mantled and pulled down all the fortified 
places; how Titts marched over all the coun 
try, and put it in a peaceable ſituation ; neither 
will I {lip over in filence his going back into 
Italy, and glorious triumph. 

I have comprehended all theſe incidents in 
ſeven. books, and endeavouring effectually tg 
take away all cauſe of complaint or accuſa- 
tion from thoſe who either are well acquainted 
with theſe ſeveral tranſactions, or were pre- 
ſent in the war, 1 have wrote them more for 
thoſe who deſire the truth, than for any plea- 
ſure of mine. In conſequence of which 1 will 
here begin my narration, and make this the 
firſt chapter. 1 


CHAP, I. 


How the- City of Hieroſolyma was ſacbd, and the Temple. plundered, Of the At. 
chievements of Matthias and Judas rbe Maccabees. The Death of Judas. 


(1) H E principal men among the Fews 

breaking out into a ſedition among 
themſelves, at the time (2) Antiochas, ſir- 
named Epiphanes, was diſputing the right 
with Ptolomy the ſixth about all Syria, (for the 
Jews, who were veſted with any dignity, 
broke out into an open rupture, being not 


able ro brook the thought of ſubmitting to 


their equals) Onias, one of the prieſts, pre- 


vailing above the reſt, drove the ſons of T7o- 


bias out of the city. Upon this, the others 
withdrew to Antiochus, and begged him to 


make an irruption into Judæa under their con- 
duct, The king was by ſo mnch the more 
perſuaded to it, as he had entertained ſuch ſen- 
timents ſome time. In conſequence of this, he 
made an irruption into Juda with a-powerivl 
army, (3) took the city by main force, and a 
great number of thoſe, who were in the intereſt 
of Ptolomy, fell a ſacrifice to his anger. Be- 
ſides, he gave his ſoldiers liberty to make what 
pluncer they could, while he rified the temple, 
and ſtopt the cuſtom of offering daily. facritices 
for (4) three years and fix months, The high- 


(1) Joſephus, in ſeveral Paſſages, attributes all the Calamities, and, in the End, the final Deſtrudion of 
the Jews, to the inteſtine Commotions of the Citizens. This is the Reaſon he begins his Hiſtory of the 
War thus, by curſorily touching upon thoſe Misfortunes in the Beginning of his Work, which were the Con- 
ſequences of the Diviſions occaſioned by Jaſon and Menelaus; he remarks the Brevity, and that with Kea- 
ſon, he uſes in the 12th Bovk, and 6th Chapter of his Antiquities. But as he is not only obſcure, but 
ſometimes contradicts himſelf, which Miſtakes are conſiderably augmented by the Careleſſneſs of Copies, in 
order to remedy both thoſe Evils, pleaſe to accept the following Paraphraſe of the Section. The great Men 
of Judea differing among themſclves at the Time Antiochus Epiphanes contended with Ptolomy the Sixth, 
ſirnamed Philometor (for the Diſpute among the Fews was concerning the Government, tor thoſe, who were 
in any Dignity could not ſubmit to have Perſons, of equal Authority with them, exerciſe the Jupreme Ju- 
riſdiction over them) Jaſon, one of the Prieſts, happened to prove ſuperior; and, in Conſequence thereof, 
baniſhed the Nephew of Tobais, and the Sons of Hyrcanus, out of the City. © And as in other Refpecis 
© the ems were the ſole Cauſes, by the Difſentions which they continually ſomented among themſelres, of 
all the Misfortunes they ſuffered ; ſo this Diſſention, by means of which the City was taken, and the 
Temple rifled, occaſioned the Sacrifices to be interdicted, and, by a ſhameleſs Prevarication of the Law, 


another Temple to be built in Agypr, and the Prieſthood to be transferred into the Hands of Strangers I 
for thoſe whom Faſon baniſhed, flying to Antiochys, intreated him to make an Irruption into . under 


taeir Conduct, which they perſuaded the King to, who entertained ſuch Sentiments ſome Time betore. in 
Conſequence of this, he poured into Fudea with a numerous Army; took the City by main Force, and put 
to Death a vaſt Number of Perſons who favoured Prolumy ; after which, he gave his Soldiers Liberty to 
make what Plunder they could (at that Time, and returning again after two Years, through a Pretext of 
Peace, he invaded the City, who little dreamt of his Attacks on a Sabbatb,' and entering the T emple, be 
rifled it, and ſtopt the Cuſtom of Daily Sacrificing for three Years and fix Months. Menelaus, who V3 
the Author of theſe Enormiries, after the Death of Epiphanes, was deſervedly puniſhed by King Fuba 
© his Son, for on the Perſwaſions of Lyfias he put him to Death. The ſame Ly/as adviſed him to put Alei. 
ums, who had no Right to the ſacerdotal Dignity, in the room of Menelaus, and ſet aſide Oi v" 
had the legal Claim to the ſame.* Aldrich. Our Author (in his 12th Book of his Antiquitics, Chap. j 
Sect. 2.) confeſſes, he has handled all theſe Occurrences there with the greateſt Brevity, and therefore the 
Readers muſt refer themſelves thither for a more copious Underſtanding of them. wg 
(2) Ptolomy Pbilometor, on the Death of his Mother Cleopatra, reſolved to recover by the Sword (. 
ria her Dowry, which Antiocbus had fraudulently feized from him. Alioed hien 
(3) It is ſaid Ant. I. 12. bay. . Se&t. 2. But the Citizens ſhut their Gates upon him, and oblige 4b 
to the Siege, neither did they admit on their own Accords, or on any Conditions, but were circumvent o 
the Faction he had in e Aldrich. 3 
4) Jaſephus in Ant. lib. 10. chap. 11. and lib. 12. chap. 7. computes on!. 
go Mo be collected from 1 in c. 4. v. 25. collate bj with E. $ v. 62. Jon ſay 12 
Foſepbus ſomewhere elſe. But it is eaſy to reconcile theſe Differences, for the Idol ſtood r.0 
Years in the Temple. But from the taking of the City, and the Interdiction of the lacre 
Months and a few Days were elapſed, which are ſlipt over to make it a1 entire Sum. prieſt 


three Years, and the lame 
90, or 1296, as 
more than three 
d Worlkip, ſix 


Bgok'T. 


| prieſt O#14s finding this, fled to Pro/omy, from 
whom obtaining a ſpot of ground in the province 
of Heliopolis, he built a city like that at Hie- 
roſolyma, and much ſuch another temple, of 
which I will w_ another opportunity to ſpeak 
; ir proper places. | | 
5 — ah Antiochns had thus made him- 
ſelf maſter of the city deyond his expectation, 
had ſackt it, and pur ſo, vaſt a number of per- 
ſons to death, yet all theſe did not ſatisfy 
his wrath. His indignation pointed more vio- 
lent meaſures to him, and the remembrance of 
the hardſhips he had undergone at the fiege, 
puſhed him to an intolerable extreme, which 
was, to force the Fews againſt the laws of 
their country, to keep their ch 1dren uncircum- 
ciſed, and to facritice ſwine upon their altars. 
Every one was obliged to comply; but the 
more religious rather choſe to ſuffer death, 
than thus diſhonour their country. Beſides, 
Bacchides, who was ſent by Antiochus to be 
captain of the garriſon, by his inhuman com- 
mands, which were the natural reſult of his bru- 
tal temper, committed eyery thing that was 
baſe, and inflicted violent deaths on perſons of 
every degree, threatening the citizens with an 
univerſal deſtruction, and conſtantly ſetting be- 
fore their eyes the moſt extreme miſeries, till, 
waked by the barbarity of his proccedings, 
they rouzed themſelves up from their lethargy, 
and had the courage to revenge the injuries 
done them. 3 
For Matthias, the ſon of Aſſamonæus (who 
had five ſons) one of the prieſts, and reſiding 
at a village call'd Modin, having pur the ſmall 
forces he had into. the beſt order, drew out, 
and flew Bacchides, and immediately withdrew 
to the mountains, for fear of the garriſon, 
which was very numerous. But a great mul- 
titude of perſons reſorting ro him, he took 


heart, and came down, and giving the enemy 


battle, conquered the officers, and effectually 
drove them out of the frontiers of Fudea. This 
proſperous turn of ſucceſs lifting him up to a 


authority by the unanimous voice of his army, 
tor having delivered his country ſrom foreigners, 
but after this he died, leaving his eldeſt ſon 
Fudas in the adminiſtration. * 
Again (tor he thought Antioc hus would not 
ſit down contented with his loſs) Fudas collect- 
ed an army, which he compoſed of his country- 
men, and, in the firſt place, ſtruck an alliance 
with the (4) Romans, and then, upon Epi- 
phanes Coming the ſecond time, drove him out 
of the country with a conſiderable loſs. This 
<ond victory emboldening him, he next 
made an attack upon the garriſon in the city, 
ut could not effectually remove them; but 
tung them out of the higher city, he forced 
mem into the lower, (which part of the city is 
nominated Aera) and making himſelf maſter of 


rder 


Account chan the Abſtract of theſe Affairs. A Chronographer or Annaliſt ha 


great deal of honour, he obtained the chief 
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the temple, he purified all about, and ſur- 
rounded it with a wall; and having provided 
new veſſels, as if the old ones had been un- 
clean, for the ſervice of the ſacred worſhip, he 
brought them into the temple, where he built 
another altar, and put the ſacrifices into the 
ſame order they were before; but the city was 
ſcarcely bleſt with a reſtitution of its antient 
rites before Antz9chus died, who left to ſucceed 
him his fon Antiochus, vho became an enemy 
to the Fews. 1 r 
In a ſhort: time, this prince raiſed a/ vaſt 
army, which conſiſted of fifty thouſand infan- 
try, five thouſand cavalry, and fourſcore ca- 
mels, with which he broke into the mountainous 
part of Jude, and took the city of Beth/tra * 
But Judas met him with his army, in a 
place called Bethzacharias, in a very narrow 
paſs. Before the armies came to an engage- 


ment, his brother Eleazar, caſting his eye upon 


an elephant, higher than ordinary, and having 
a large tower upon his back, and being adorn- 
ed with golden trappings, ſuppoſed Antiochns 
{at within it, run a great way before his men, 
and ruſhing through the ranks of the enemy, 
came to the very elephant. But the perſon 
whom he took to be the king, fitting at too 
high a diſtance, he was not able to reach him; 
whereupon he ſtuck his dart in the belly of 
the beaſt, and wounded him, and immediately 
brought him down upon him, and through his 


_ intolerable weight was ſqueezed to death ;which 


was all the remarkable action he did, and was 
only to be recorded for his attempting high mat- 
ters, and preferring a glorious atchievement to 
the conſideration ot life; for he who guided the 
elephant was a private perſon; and ſuppoſing 
he had been Antiochus, his attempt had been of 
no further advantage to him, than to have made 
him be thought ready to expoſe himſelt ro death 
in the proſecution of ſo famous an exploit. But 
his brother took this as an ominous ſign of 
the whole battle; for the Jews, after a lon 
and valiant reſiſtance, were obliged to give 
ground, and the royal army, being ſuperior in 
nnmber, and having fortune on their fide, bore 
away the victory. Fadas, having ſeveral ſlain 
on his ſide, withdrew with the remainder of 
his army into the province of Gophius. Upon 
this, Antiochus marched up to Hieroſolyma, 
where he ſtayed ſome days, but want of provi- 
ſions obliged him to return; bur firſt he left 
a ſufficient garriſon, as he ſuppoſed, and then 
drew the remainder of his forces into Syria, 
where he put them in their winter quar- 
ters. | | 

As ſoon as Autiochus had turned his back, 
Net began to beſtir himſelf again, after he 
ound himſelf reinforced with a numerous body 
of his countrymen who flocked ro him, and he 


had gained all thoſe who had made their eſ- 


cape out of the laſt battle, he marched with 


10 The Alliance was made with the Romans, after the Death of Epiphanes. (Refer to Aut. lib. 12. chap. 10. 
_ : Eee en to wit, in the 152d Year of the Seleucide, both | Antischus Epipbanes and Fupator being 


at : * — POT 6 . 0 3 4 1 F : * 3 
correct () Foſepbus, in the Beginning of this Book (as he ſeems to hint in the 8 ) purtues in a very in 


zan Jeſephus, from whoſe Defign it is foreign. 


more Right to compile this 
2 f 


_ 
his new army to (a) Adaſa, where giving the 
generals (Y) of Antioc hus battle, and having 
lignalized himſelf extraordinarily in the en- 
gagement, and made a great ſlaughter of his 


Fravivs Jostenvs 


Book I. 
enemies, he was at length Nain ; and a few da : 
after his brother ohn, by the treachery of thoſe 
who (c) favoured Autiochus in his life-time, loſt 
n 2 Te | 


5 CHAP. IT. 
Of Judas's Succeſſors, Jonathan, Simon, and John Hyrcanus, 


brother, and behaved with vaſt complai- 

ance to his countrymen, 1n the things that re- 

lated to them, and had confirmed his govern- 
ment by the alliance -with the Romans, and 


A: THOUGH Jonathan ſucceeded his 


brought about an accommodation with the 


youth (d) Antioc hus, yet all theſe advantages 
were inſufficient to ſecure his quiet; for the ty- 
rant Tryphon, who was Antiochus's guardian, 
having (e) a treacherous deſign againſt the 
young prince, and wanting nothing more than 
to remove out of his army, all thoſe who fa- 
voured him, ſurprized Jonathan by artifice 
when he came to Ptolomars to Antiochus, at- 
tended only with a few guards; and having 
thrown him into priſon, marched with an army 
into Z4dea ; but meeting with a vigorous re- 
pulſe from Simon, Fonathan's brother, and in- 
cenſed at the defeat he had received from 
him, he took Jonathan, and put him to 
death. „ | 

While Simon thus vigorouſly puſhed on 
his good fortune, he took Gazar, Foppa and 


amnia, three cities on the frontiers, but de- 


moliſhed the caſtle, having given the garriſon 
an abſolute defeat. After this he entered in- 
to a defenſive alliance with Antioc hus againſt 
Tryphon, to whom he laid ſiege at Doy, before 


deat 


his expedition againſt the Ades. But the 


king's covetouſneſs was not to be prevailed up- 


on by all he could ſay or do, though Typs 
ieath was particularly aimed at; for it was 
not long before Antiochus ſent Bendebæus, the 


general of his army, with a numerous body of 


torces, to ravage Judea, and reduce Hm. 
Burt mein, though advanced in years, mans. 
ed this campaign with youthful vigour, and 
0 before him his fons with a valiant army 
to meet the enemy, while he, with part of his 
forces, attacked him on another quarter, and, 
having planted ſeveral ambuſcades in the moun- 
tains, ſeized on all the paſſes, and obtained x 
glorious victory, for which he was made high- 
prieſt: And thus he delivered the Fews from 


the government of the Macedonians, after they 


had continued under their obedience one hun- 
dred and ſeventy yeats. 3 | 
But he had the ill fortune to loſe his 


life ar a banquer, by the treachery of Pto/omy 


his ſon-in-law, who, after he had impriſoned 
his wife and two ſons, ſent ſome men to put 
his third fon John, called Hyrcanus, to death. 
But the young man, having previous intelli- 
gence of their coming, made haſte into thecity, 
where he thought he had reaſon to rely on 
the people on two accounts; firſt for the remem- 


(a) There is no Queſtion, but Joſephus underſtands in this Place the Battle which was fought with Nica- 


nor at the Village of Adaſa, fo memorable above the reſt, that the Day it was fought on was annually cele- 
brated as a Feſtival, 1 Macc. 7. 49. 2d Macc. 15. 36. Ant. 12. 17. Whence Judas in this Place, is not cor- 
realy enough {aid to have engaged the Generals of Antiochus, for after the Death of Antiochus reigned De- 
metrius Soter, and Nicanor managed that Battle, who was not in the Intereſt of Antiochus, but of Deme- 
trius, and accompanied him in his Flight from Rome. It may be there were other Officers under Antiochus; 
but at this Time they ſerved under the Colours of Demetrius. Beſide, the Sequel is not to be underſtood as 
if Judas loſt his Life in the Battle, who after it made an Alliance with the Romans, and ſome Time after- 
wards procured a glorious Victory at Capharfalama, and laſt of all oppreſſed Bacchides at Aza, or Mount 
Azot, where he remained the Victor for ſome Time, not by the Virtue of his Soldiers, but their Number. 
The Greek therefore ought to be rendred thus, Cummque bello pre ceteris claruiſſet, poſt multam hoſtium ſtragem 
ipſe tandem interfectus eff, which is, And having fignalized himſelf above the reſt in Battle, after 4 great 
Slaughter of his Enemies, he was ſlain. „ 
(b)It ſhould be rather, of Demetrius, for to ſay here, that Judas engaged the Generals of Antiochus, is 
not correct enough, for Demetrius Soter, aſter the Death of Antiochus, held the Kingdom, and Nicanor, who | 
W was not Antiochus, but Demetrius's Friend, and bore him Company in his Flight 1 Rome, maintained 
1 that Encounter. | | W W 44. 
(c) Underſtand it thus, who were in the Intereſt of Antiochus while he lived, or, who as well as Antiochus 
could not endure the Jews; for in the End of the Twelfth Book of the Antiquities, and Fourth Chapter, 4 
very probable Reaſon of this Hatred may be drawn, which was the Havock and Deſtruction made by Hyrca- 
nus; beſides, from the ſame Place it ſeems plain, that there was a Friendſhip and Alliance with Arte, 
becauſe Hyrcanus E an End to his Liſe with his own Hands, through the Apprehenſions be entertained 0 
Antiochus for his Behaviour to the Arabians. Aldrich, | ho Og c 
(a) Rufinus ſays, that Alexander Epiphanes, (who is commonly taken for the Son'of Balas, ) was the _ 
- Antiochus Epiphanes, and in ſtrict Alliance with Jonathan. See 1 Macc. 10. and Antiq. 13, 5, 7» 8. Ru * 
tranllates the Paſſage here, The Son of Antiochus, but that is wrong. For the Antiochus mentioned here, 
(wbom Joſephus call'd Thees, God, and in other Places Nicephorus) was the Son of Alexander Epiphanes, — 
not of Antiochus Epiphanes, and was taken away by Tryphon in his Infancy ; bis Mother Cleopatra was ma 
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ried to Alexander in the 162d Year of the Selucide. In.the Year 168, he was called King, and in way 
170, put to Death. Appian in his Syriacks calls him the Youth ; yet he wants rectifying, when he * of ſe⸗ 


ander ſor Antiochus. And Livy's Epitome, lib. ſtands in Need of an Emendation, where, in : 
ven Years, he allows him ten, Nor — eee in this Reſpect, which, inſtead of repreſenting 
Antiochus as a Youth, ſhew him arrived at Man's Eſtate. 

(e) This is recited in Macc. 13, 31, 32 and Antiq. 13, 10, 12. for he invaded t 
Strabo 16. p. 152. He took off Antiochus by Treachery, ſays Appian, in his Syriacks, 
Having corrupted his Phyſicians; who falſly gave out among the People, that he laboured with 
ia his Heel, and under Pretence of cutting him, killed him in the Operation. Aldrich. 
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a violent Pain 


brance 


and brothers to a part of the walls where 
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brauce f the brave actions his fathet had done, 
and next for the abhorrence the eitizehs ha 


ſo 
of Pfolomy”s perfidy and baſeneſs, Ptoloiny meet- firſt Few who began to entertain foreigners in 
jng with a diſappointment, endeavoured to get his a ͤ V 
into chetity dy another. gate, bur the People, . Hud artour having undertaken am expect 
who Had received Hyrcanus, refuſed him admit- tion againſt the (a) Medes, found he had a good 
tance, Upon this he was obliged to withdraw, opportunity thrown into, his hands of preſſing 
and go te & certain fortified place above Jericho, his reyenge, marched directly againſt the cities 
called Dagon. Hyrcanus having received the of Syria, which he imagined, as the cauſe real- 
prieſthood, and offered ſacrifice, marched with ly was, to have found left by their men of 
great diſpatch againſt P?o/omy, in order to re- ſtrength; in conſequence of which he took Me- 
dabas and Sameas, with other towns that lay 


lieve his mother and brothers. 5 
Having made his attacks upon the caſtle, contiguous to them, and Siain and Gerizim. 
5 Nor did he ſtop here; for he made priſoners 


„ 
* v 


forrune favoured his fide, but fortow over- 


powered him ; for Prolomy, every time he re- the. poſterity of the Chutheans, who reſided a- 
ceived any diſadvantage, brought his mother 


they might eaſily be ſeen, and ſcourged them, ther cities beſides Adareo and Maripa. 
and threarned, if he did not ſoon draw off his When he had penetrated as far as Samaria, 
army, to throw them headlong 1 down. This where now ſtands Sebaſte, which king Herod 
melancholly ſcene made Hyrc ans. give way built, he drew a trench round about it, and 
more to pity and fear, than anger; but his ſer his ſons Ariſtobuluts and Antigonus to 
mother little regarding che ſtripes ſhe had re- manage the ſiege; who carrying it on with 
ceived, or the death that was threatned her, all imaginable vigour, thoſe within the city 
with open arms begged her ſon, not to conſider were reduced by a violent famine, which raged 
the injuries ſhe had ſuffered, but fall upon the in the town, to feed on unaccuſtomed things; 
perhaious wreech, accounting Pt Jomy's death rhis obliged them to call Antiochus, fir- 
better chan immortality, provided he puniſhed named () Oziænus, to their aſſiſtance; but 
him ſuitably to the barbarity he had uſed them notwithſtanding the ready diſpatch he made 
with. When John ſaw:ithis exemplary inſtance! to relieve them, he was defeated by Ari/- 
of toctitude and courage in his mother, and tobulus and Antigonus, who purſuing as far 
had heard her entreaties, he was rouzed up to as Scythopolis, he was obliged to fly. Upon 
make a general attack; but becoming again a this they returned to Samaria, and forced the 
ſorrowlul eye witneſs. of the ſtripes and laſhes inhabitants to ſhut themſelves up within their 
his mother received, he began to give way to walls, and taking the city, they ſackt it, and 
compaſſion, and was overwhelm'd with grief. made all the citizens priſoners ; things ſucceed- 
This cauſing the ſiege to be prolonged, the ſo- ing thus according to their own expectations, 
lemn year, which the Jets, every ſeventh year, they did not ſuffer their bravery to grow cool, 
in like manner as they do the ſeventh day, de- but marching with their forces as far as S- 
vote to reſt, drew on: By means of this, Pro- 7hopolis, they ravaged it by frequent incur- 
on) got clear of the ſiege, and put John's ſions, and waſted all the country on mount 
mother and brothers to death ; and then with- Carmel. | ; 0 
drew to Zeno, ſurnamed (Coly/as, who reigned But this proſperous ſncceſs of John and his 
over Philadelphia... 1 1 + + » ſons, could not remain unmoleſted, for their 
In the mean time Antiochus, bearing in mind conntrymen envying them the glory of their 
the actions of S mon againſt him, led an army actions, ' raiſed a rebellion againſt them. A 
to Judea; and fitting down before Hieroſo- great many entering into a conſpiracy againſt 
uma, beſieged Hyrcanus, who went and them, never reſted till they broke out into an 
opened the ſepulchre of David, who was the open rupture, and were defeated. John had 
richeſt king, and taking thence three thouſand the ſatisfaction the reſt of his life, to live in 


4 


2 This part bian Expedition is taken Notice of by ſeveral Writers. Among whom are Juſtin 38. 10. 
ies . 132. Livy lib. 59. Atbeuæus in his 5th, 10th, and 12th Books. Fo/zphus aſſerts, that Hyrcanus 
Nur 0 with Ant iochus; and Nicholaus Damaſenus confirms it. Ant. p. 583. Antiochus had an incredible 
* r of Men in his Army, which 10 terrified .the Parthians, that my voluntarily ſent back Demetrius, 
lr then Priſoner. This Prince having recovered $ ria, made an xpedition into Ægypt, during the 
one of which, the Syrians revolted from him, and his Brother Antiochus, loſing his Army, had the ill 
$ a to be {lain, Upon which, Hyrcanus immediately marched with his Army into Syria, being ſenfible he 
Den now a proper Opportunity to revenge, for the Deſtruction Antiochus had made in it, the Hatred of 
60 p ws 85 ſo many Garriſons drained of their Soldiers by both Kings, whom they had carried away. 
wom, f pus Grypbus was * nt in the Government by his Brother Cyziænus, who put Aſpendius in his 


rom wh : - ] . . DUE TP * . ; 
divided K 2 derived the Name of A/pendius. Happening to return within a Year, the Kingdom was 


1 ; to Gryphus fell Syria, properly fo called (which is bounded by Mount Ananus and Se- 
it) and to Cyzient 


156. Wherefo was allotted Czloſyria, which reaches from Seleucis to Fudea. See Strabo l. 16. p. 749, 


they; re, as the Samaritans were under the Government of King Cyzienus, it is more probable, that 
Y implored his, th 70. 1 5 e 
, s, than Aſpendius's Aſſiſtance... 


8 5 n Lan profound 


16 Denne Sed off og bots qospg hifi if 
talents, gave three hundred to Antiochus, and 
ot clear of the enemy. Now Gimon was the 


4 
494 
1 
4 
17 7 
1 + 
4 * 
1 
3p 
9 
* 
"+ 
F 
1 4 
25 N 
1 4 
1 2 
10 
1 7 
itt 
- * 
1 
4 — 
9 
7 k 
7 
[ 
4 
a 
1 * 
1 
? 3 4 
4 
it 
1 *. 
x [ 
| 
- 
- 1 * 
1 
$ 
4 
1 
+ $+ 
: : 
— IJ 
= 4 
11 
1 35 
1 2 
1 
7 & 
17 ; 4 
1 
: 19175 J 
_ Þ Us N 
þ : 
3 * 
3 } 
: 1 
aq 4 
7 | 
$ ; 
= 
+ VB 
17 ne 
N *. 
q | wm 
- nt 


A. 1 . 
. <7 EE 
— n A 5 

© — 
A 


526 


profound peace, and after he had continued at 
the helm of affairs (a) three and thirty years, 
he died, leaving behind him five ſons. He 
was one of the happieft men hving, and never, 
in any aCtion he did, ſuffered fortune to be 
blamed for him ; he way . the only man who 
was bleft with three of the choiceft things, 
which were, the principal authority over his 
nation, the chief priefthood, and rhe gift of 
prophecy; tor God fo far communicated his 


Ha Ariſtobulus, who was the firſt that put a Diadem u 
to Death his Mother, and Brother, died after @ ſhort Reign of only one Teay, 


FTER the death of his father John 
Hyreanus, Ariftobulus, the elder of his 

ſons, changing the goyernment into a monar- 
chy, was the firſt who placed a diadem upon 
his head; after the people had been delivered 
from the Babylonian captivity, four hundred 
ſeventy and one years and three months, (5) 
and had ſettled rhemſelves in that country. 
Through a love he pretended to his brother Au- 
tiganus, he placed him in an equal dignity to 
himſelt, after him; but the others he threw 
into chains, and impriſoned his mother; to whom 


Fobn bad left the adminiſtration of affairs, for 
endeayouring to . government in her 
n 


hands againſt him. ſhart, he proceeded fo 
far in his cruelty againſt her, that he famiſhed 
her to death an the priſon. - 
But he was deſervedly punifhed for his bar- 
barity to his brother Antigonus, whom he pre- 
rended to love, and had made the partner of 
his kingdom with him; tor the great men re- 
ſiding in his court, raiſed an accuſation againſt 
tim, which was entirely groundleſs, and made 
it a pretence to ruin him. But Ariſtobulus, 
through the love he bore his brother, and im- 
puting the whole management to a ſecret 
ſpring of envy, could not be perſuaded, at firſt, 
to give any credit to the report. But Anti- 
genus happening to return from an expedition 


(a) Ferome upon Daniel, 9. aſſigns him 29 Years, which Number comes very near the Truth; for Smon 
was llain in the 175th Year, and the 11th Month of the Seleucide, 1 Macc. 16. 14. This was about February 
of the Year 4579. Alexandra was ſucceeded by Hyrcanus in the 3d Year of the 177th Olympyad. Ant. 1. L. 
This was about November of the Year P. F. 4644. The Difference of the Years is 65, -o 
from whence, deducting the firſt Year from Ariſtobulus, the Twenty Seven of Alexander Jamnæus 
abus attributes to theſe three) their remains to John Hyrca- 


of Alexandra (this is, thirty ſe ven Years which 


nus only twenty cight Years, and almoſt nine Months; but fince F 
and that Ale rundra, in her Life-time, veſted Hyrcanus with the Royal Dignity 3 
be inferred from this, elpecially if we regard theſe Incidents, that Jou Hyrcauus reigned no more than twenty 


were defective, 


nine Years. 0 
(b) The Books of R 


Ariſtabulus took the Diadem; compare 


Years, which Ariftobulus, Alexander, 


4 Fiavius JOSEPHWUS,: 


divine preſence to him, that he made hin 
knowing. of future events, and 
a diſtinguiſhing faculty, both to 


government with him. 


upon this Paſſage, and Ant. I. 13. c. 11. | r 
is upon no Ground at all. ; for the Calculation is thus made: From the Edict of Cyrus to the Beginung 
[i is one Year, from thence to the Death of Mynelaw are 4143 and from rhence to the Death of 0 1 
hyrcanus are 29; which make 471 Years, ſuppoſe then 471 Years and three Months, at the End of ro r 
the Viade! this Account with Eſuras I. 1. Ant. 12. c. 14, 15. 4. 20 0 
But if you look into the Diſtinction of the ſeveral Years, the Number will ſtill appea 
Defect; the Calculation, beſides, may he made in this Manner: The Captivity 
Cyrus ; this was in the 50th Olympiad, and Hyrcenus ſucceeded Alexandra in t 
the Difference of the Olympiadi is 126. and three Years, which. anſwers way Years; 
Famneus, and Alexandra. rei - 
But Strabo mentions in his 16th Book, and 162d Page, that Alexander had two Sons, Hyrcands an 
and was the firſt Prieſt that ſat on a Throne: However, Cauſuubon imagines he is excuſable on t a0 
rg Ariſtobulus the Firſt lived but a ſhort Time after taking the Crown, and his Brother Alexander 


ave him 
reſee and 
foretel the ſhort time his two eldeſt ſons were 
to continue at the head of affairs; the con- 
cluſion of whoſe government and life, it will 
be worth the trouble to relate; to let og 
ſee how far ſhort they came of their father's 
happineſs, | EO 


on his Head, after he put 


. 


he had made, to celebrate the feaſt of taberna- 
cles, a ſolemnity cuſtomarily. performed by our 
country, Ariftobulus, unfortunately, at that 
very time was fick, and kept his bed. Autigo- 
uus, at the cloſe of the folemnity, willing, for 
the ſake of his brother, to pay a more than or- 
dinaty devotion to God, went up to the temple 
in the midft of his army, with the richeſt ap- 
pearance he was able to make: This ſeeming 
to verify the accuſations of his enemies, they 
went and. acquainted. the king with the pom- 
pous figure his ſoldiers and he made, and the 
haughty mind of Antigonus, which little ſquar'd 
with the degrees of a private perſon; and how 
he was come with a numerous company of arm'd 
men to put him to death, and would not con- 
tent himſelf, now he had an opportunity of 
wreſt ing the kingdom into his hands, with the 
naked honour he had given him of tharing the 


ohulus, even 
againſt his will, to believe what they cold him; 
but deſirous not to be thought to have had 
any ſuſpicions of what paſſed, and willing to 
guard himſelf againſt uncertainties, he gave 
orders to his guards to plant themſelves in a 
ſubterraneous and dark place (he himſelf keep- 
ing his bed in a turret, formerly called Baris, 
but afterwards Antonia) but refrain offering 


This remonſtrance forced Ariſt 


almoſt 9 Months, 


the Nine 


epbrs intimates, that ſome of theſe Years 
of * then it may 


ſpeaks of Eighty er Seventy, but this 


7 from their Fxccls, 0 
ended in the * rows 
2.0% The any 36 


N in 1 Tears 
there will remal d 4770 , 
his Article, 


Autigonus 
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nus any violence, if he appeared! with- 
2 e put him to death, if he came 


in armour; and, to prevent auꝝ miſtake, he 


meſſenger to him, charging him to come 
hour als, "Thik was no ſooner known, 
but the queen plotted with the other conſpira- 
tors to defeat thoſe meaſures ; they jointly ad- 
viſed the perſons who were ſent with the meſ- 
{age ro conceal the king's orders, but tell Auti- 
goals, that his brother, hearing he had procuted 
a very beautiful ſet of armour in Galilee, in or- 
der to perform his gallant actions in, and as he 
was ſo much ind iſpoſed, as to be unable to take 
a ſurvey of 8 articular of it, earneſtly de- 
fired him to dreſs himſelf in it now he had fent 
for him, that he might have the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing him in ſt. 810 1 
When Antigonus, who little thought of any 
baſe deſign at the bottom of this, heard the 
meſſage, he was eaſily perſuaded to comply 
with his brother's deſire, and conſequently put 
on the armour, in order to go and thew him- 
ſelf to his brother. But when he came to the 
dark paſſage, which was called Sraton's tower, 
he was ſet upon by the guards and ſlain ; which 
ion confirms this infallible maxim, that ca- 
lumny is ſuperior to all the ties of nature and 
affe&ion, and that the ſoul, though never ſo 
good, hath not ſufficient power conſtantly to 
withſtand the motives of en ux. 
It may prove a ſufficient ground of ſur- 
prize and aſtoniſhment to ſome ; I mean the 
caſe of Fudas, in relation to the fact I have 
been relating : This man was an Anon Dy 
nation, who never once was guilty of falſhood 
in the predictions he made. He happened to 
ſee Antigonus paſſing by the temple, upon 
which he ſpoke with a more than ordinary 
emotion to the ſcholars he had about him, 
thus: © O Heavens! ſaid he, it is fit that I 
© now die, ſince truth is departed before me, 
© and my prediction is taxed with falſhood ; for 
Antigonus who ſhould die to day, is there a- 
live, for traton's tower was the place deſtinꝰd 
* by fate for his deſtruction; but he is now ſix 
* hundred furlongs diftant from it, and it is now 


© the fourth; hour of the day, which renders my 
© prophecy in va.” When the old man had 
delivered this with a. ſorrowfal countenance; 
and a mind full of contemplation he ſtood mo- 
tionleſs; but it was not long before news was 
brought; that Antigonus had been murthered 
in the ſubterraneous place called Straton's tow- 
er, after the fame manner with Cæſarsa. This 
affair put the prophet into no ſmall uneaſineſs. 

However, Ariſtobulus, from his repentance 
tor this murther, relapſed into a more grievous 
fir of fackneſs; and his mind preventing him 
with racking thoughts, of the villainy he had 
committed againſt his brothers, he grew worſe 


and worſe, till his entrails rotting to pieces 


through his immoderate grief, a vaſt effuſion of 
blood came from him. One of the body, who 
waited upon him, happening to carry the blood 
out of the room, fell, as it were, by ſome pro- 
vidence of God, in the very place Antigonus 
had loſt his life, and let the blood of the mur- 
therer fall down upon the very ſpot of the mur- 
ther, which were freſh upon the ground. This 
accident was immediately followed by a vaff 
outcry of the perſons who ſaw it, as if the boy 
had on purpoſe let the blood fall out of his 
hands; and the king calling our to know the 
reaſon of it, and no body caring to diſcloſe it, 
he ſeemed vaſtly importunate to be acquainted, 
but they refuſing, he threatned them till they 
were obliged ; upon which they diſcovered the 
truth of the affair. The king immediately, with 
his eyes full of tears, and his heart loaded with 
ſorrow, faid : © It was impoſſible I ſhould eſcape 
© the extenſive eye of God for the barbarities I 
© have. perpetrated ; but now my kinſman's 
© murther purſues me with a deſerved puniſh- 
ment; how long wilt thou, my ſhamelefs 
body, detain a ſoul which is doomed ro my 
mother and brother? how long ſhall 1 pour 
© out my blood by drops, to attone for the uſage 
© I have given them? ler them have the whole, 
< that the deity may no longer triumph in the 
* facrifice made of my bowels.” Thus ſaying, 
he gave up the ghoſt, when he had reigned on- 
ly one year. 


"OW 4 Þ: . 


The Actions performed by Alexander Jamnzus, who governed the Kingdom twenty 
5 | ſeven Tears. 


AR ISTOBULUS's wife, releaſing 
= her husband's brothers from their con- 
finement, made Alexander king, who for his 


years and d 3 1 
the reſt: bor. mw was diſtinguiſhed above 


throne, 
- aſpiring to the kingdom, and kept the 
b ir, who choſe a more quiet life, in great 
onour, | * 


He made ſome time after this, an expedi- 
2 againſt Prolowy, ſurnamed Lathyras, who 
» Eee taken Aſoec his, and put a great 

Mer of the citizens to the fword ; but 


be victory inclined to Ptolomy's fide: But 
S, happening to be 


not long after thi 


pon his advancement to the 


the beſt fortifications on 
he put one of his brothers to death 


drove out of his kingdom by his mother C/zo- 
patra, he withdrew to AZ#gypt ; whereupon A. 


bexander reduced Gadar by a vigorous ſiege 


to his obedience, and took Amoi ho, one of 
Jordan, where the 
valuable effects of Theodore, fon of Zeno, 
were repoſited: But Theodore, unexpectedly 
falling upon him, recovered his own effects, 
and took the king's baggage, and flew ten 
thouſand es on the ſpot. Notwithſtanding 


this terrible blow, Alexander recruited his 


forces, and took on the ſea coaſts Raphia, Ga- 
za, and Anthedo, which Herod afterwards na- 


med Agrippias: 


After 


Fx, 
* — 
— - 
— — — * = Ln i — 
— — , by \ 5 8 2 — _— 
+ Cera — — — . * p wy _ — — G__ 44 — 
— + Ag — Os _—— — — — l 2 — > - * 
—— 49 „„ — — < A ek Sac; 8 N - — my * 
* — dig A 5 . LG 
RY — — — > l w- - — 
J 2 1 * * — q a — l — > — _ = 
1 2 - - FRE 7 1 * + | 
— — * I ES 
15 your 2 - - - 
— > p 


TT 1 
£ 0 
[4 * 
I CLP 
L |; E 
4 N J 
L 4- 
l ö 14 
1 
b 1 * * 1 
1 A £ 
Y., 
"7 & * 
N 0 
5 : , 
. Y o 
| Bb 57 
oy 1 "= y 
4 f U 
bor of : "7.005 
1 4 N 
1 i 
N g 7 65 1 
1 yl 
. bl J [25 * 
k + 81-7 
1 : li. T7 
* . 
"1 þ 1 10 
bi Ji h 
; # a ſ [I 
? oof | 
3 i 
by 
4 4 [7 
- , 
" mt 1 
4 1 705 
we”: N 
k 1 „ 1 . 
J 1 
! 4 . 
x 
ö i 1 
T3 1 
6 va, 
4 7 '7 
| | 
; N 4 
ot | J 
4 1 
1 . 15 
5 1 
5 1 s WW 
VS, #75 Tat G . t 
RT 1 1 
1 10 1 
iH 4 47 £713 F g- 
44 Y 4 n ö 1 1 
e as 
# p] 
4 D EY. * 


\ 


528 
Aſter be had made himſelf maſter of theſe 
cities, a violent ſedition broke out among the 
Jews, in the celebration of one of their feſti- 
vals; the commotion. took birth when the (a) 
ſolemnity was celebrating: The king could not 
tell what to do, to extricate himſelt out of the 
ſnare, unleſs he called the Piſidians and Cili- 
cianr, who were foreigners, to his aſſiſtance; 
fer he had no thoughts of asking the Hrians 
to take his pay, becauſe of the violent and al- 
moſt natural hatred that nation had for the 
Fews. In conſequence of this reſolution, ha- 
ving purt-abcut ſix thouſand of the conſpirators 
to death, he made an irruption into Arabia, 
which he reduced to his obedience, and made 
the Galaadites ant, Aoabites his tributaries, 
after which. he returned back. In the mean 
time Thecdore, ruck with fear at this proſpe- 
rous turn of ſucceſs of the king, and finding 
his caſtle deſerted by the garriſon, he entirely 
eee, 1% 603; 2-2 
After this, he had a battle with Obodas the 
Arabian king, who had been betore- hand with 
him, in ſeizing on a place near Guulanus, into 
which he had thrown his ambuſcades. The 
king had the misfortune to be taken in the 
ſaare, and loſe his whole army, which was 
drove into a deep valley, and there over- 
powered with the number of camels the ene- 
my had. However, he eſcaped, and got to 
| Hierojulyma; but the Fews having an old 
rudge againſt him, and vext at the great de- 
ED had received,' raiſed a rebellion againſt 
him. Fortune, notwithſtanding this , ſtorm, 
made him ſuperior, and, in the ſpace of fix 
cars, in the frequent engagements he had 
with his ſubjects, he ſlew no leſs a number than 
fifty thouſand of them; theſe advantages, 
however, were ſo far from making him re- 
joice, as he ſaw the ſtrength of his kingdom 
very much weakened, that throwing aſide the 
recourſe to arms, he endeavoured by calm re- 
monſtrances, to terminate the diviſion between 
him and his ſubjects. But they were. ſo very 
backward to come to an accommodation, that 
they conceived a violent diſguſt at the repe 
tance and change of reſolution which he thew- 
ed. He ſeeing their obſlinacy, asked them 
what they would have him to do to pacii 
them; whereupon they ſaid, to (%) die; and 
even then, they thould hardly be reconciled 
to him who had committed ſo many baſe ac- 
tions; nor was this all, they called. to their 
aſſiſtance Demetrius, ſurnamed Emærus, who, 
animated with expectations of accompliſhing 
great matters, was not hard ro be won, In 


(a) As the publick Feaſts and ſolemn Days were made Uſe of to foment Diviſions, the Ro 
Soldiers above the Portico of the Temple; and the Jews refuſed to take Chriſt on a Feſtival. 
(b) © That he might fatisfy the great and juſt Averſion the Citizens had to him, by a volunt 
Suetonius acquaints us, that Artabanus wrote the very ſame Words to Tiberius, and as Aſper, 
wrote to Nero, which may be read in the Annals of Tacitus, l. 16. c. 68. Beſides, Diodorus 
c. 9, what a ſharp Anſwer, the baniſhed Citizens of Syracuſe, made the Ambaſſadors of Dzo 
rant, who were expatiating on his great Piety, in burying his Enemies who loſt their Lives in 
10 Dionyfium beneficio dignum efje, immo precari ſe Deos ut eodem quam pri 
eſerved no other Favour, and they deſired the Gods, that he migh 


are his N Non alio 
in Engliſh, that Diony/ius 
with it, as ſoon as poſſible, 

(e) So is he call'd Antiq. 


and ſeveral Medals of this Autiochus, which are extant, 


F LA VIUS ] 08 E P H: U 8 | 


n- 


I. 13. c. 15. Dyoniſius is a Surname of Racchys, and uſed by ma 
rinted Copies have it Dionuceos; but very incorrectly, 


ſhort, he brought an army, and on 
at Hain with his auxiliaries, the 7 
him. In ſpite of theſe menaces, 
obtained a thouſand horſe; and eig 
foot mercenaries, and was ſhortly 
an addition of ten thouſand es, v 
mained in his intereſt; the enemy's 
ſiſted of three thouſand horſe, and 
fand foot; before they came to a 
gagement, the commanders on bot 
heralds, endeavoured to cauſe af 
metrius hoping to gain the mer 
Alemanuer, and Alexander the 7 
Demetrius. But the Jews not at 
of their animoſity, and the Grecia: 
to falſify their honour, the battle b. 
metrius proved ſuperior in the e 
though Alexander's mercenaries be 
lantly, and. performed many brav 


however, the event of the day fel 


manner neither party expected; 
Demetrius remained maſter of the 
they, who had followed him, aband 
and above ſix thouſand Fews, relent 
changed condition, went over to 
who was fled into the mountains. 
den and unexpected change in his a 
Demetrius raving mad, and ſuppoſi 
der now in a condition to give him b 
and fearing a total revolt of the who 
him, he immediately, and with 
haſteg aretirddz. 
However, the reſt of the army 
be brought over, by the example o 
cenaries who had revolted, to lay 
revenge; but maintained ſo long 
Alexander, till, with the loſs of | 
bers of his men, they were forc 
themſelves up in the city of Bence, 
Alexander demoliſhed; and carried 
priſoners to Hieroſolyma. But his 
dignation, for their baſeneſs rowarc 
trayed him into a very great deg 
barity; for having ordered eight 
the citizens to be fixed to ſo many 
then commanded their wives and 
be brought and put to death in the 
while he, with his concubines, ſat 
gether, and gazing at the meland 
This violent and inhuman action ft 
terror into the people, that near 
ſand of the oppoſite faction fle 
night, and got out of Fudea, 
lived in exile till the king's death. 
by this cruel proceeding, procur 
though with great difficulty, peace 


ſince it appears to be Diomyſius from ie 
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on his arrival 
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at all abating 
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e engagement, 
s behaved gal- 
brave actions; 
y fell our in a 
d; for though 
the field, yet 
bandoned him, 
elenting at their 
t to Alexander, 
ins. This ſud- 
his affairs, made 
ppoling Alexan- 
him battle again, 
2 whole nation to 
with all poflible 


army could not 
ple of the mer- 
to lay aſide their 
long a war with 
s ok great num- 
> forced to ſhut 
Benceſelis, which 
arried all of them 
ut his extreme in- 
towards him, be- 
at degree of vat- 
eight hundred of 
many Ctoſles, he 
s and children to 
in their preſence, 
s, fat drinking to- 
melancholy ſcene. 
crion ſtruck ſuch a 
t near eight thou- 
jon fled the next 
udea, where they 
death. Alexander, 
procured at la , 
peace to his king 
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dom, and.had no farther reſource to arms for 
a time. | | 


But Antiochus, ſurnamed Dionyſius, gave 
him great diſturbance: 'This was the brother 


of (1) Demetrius, and the (2) laſt of the Selen- 


cidæ; he had extreme apprehenſions of Antio- 
chus, who had made a terrible inroad into Ara- 
Jia, and to prevent his hoſtilities, he dug a 
deep trench, which he carried quite. through 
that ſpace of ground which lies above Anti- 
patris, next to the mountains, and runs be- 
tween the ſhores of Foppa; upon which he 
built a wall of conſiderable height, and ere&- 
ed upon it wooden towers, to hinder any in- 
curſions of the enemy. But all this foreſight 
and preparation was not proof enough againſt 
Antioc hus, to drive him back; for he not only 
burnt the towers, but filled up the trench, 
and marched his forces over, and without any 
view of being revenged on him who had ob- 
ſtructed him, he led his forces againſt the 
Arabians: The king of this nation being ap- 
rized of his coming, withdrew with his army, 
which conſiſted of ten thouſand horſe, into a 
more commodious place of his conntry for 
fight, when preſently facing abour, he fell up- 
on the enemy's forces, before they coul'd draw 
themſelves out in battle array. A fierce en- 
gagement enſuing upon this, Antioc hus ſeem- 
ed to carry away the victory, during which 
time, the Arabians made a terrible flaughter 
among his men; they, however, maintained 
the ſhock with great bravery and reſolution, 
till the king, who expoſed himſelf to the moſt 
imminent dangers to aſſiſt his men, happening to 
be ſlain, put his army into the utmoſt confu- 
lion; whereupon they turned their backs and 
ted, part of them falling in the field of bat- 


. 
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tle, and part loſing their lives as they ran 
away, but the reſt of his men, except a 
few, getting into Cana, a village, miſerably pe- 
riſhed there with hunger. | 

After this, the inhabitants of Damaſcus, 
keeping in mind the inveterate hatred they 
* bore Prolomy, the ſon of Mennæus, called in 
Aretas, and made him king of Czlo-Syria ; 
he made an expedition into Fudza, and having 
given Alexander a defeat, returned back, a- 
greeable to a treaty made between them. But 
Alexander, ſtill chirſting after the great wealth 
of Theodore, after he had taken Pella, march- 
ed up to Gera/a, and having blockt in the 
garriſon with a tripple wall and trench, he 
won the place by ſtorm. Beſides theſe con- 
queſts, he entirely demoliſhed Gaulanas and 
Selucias, and the valley of Antiochus, as it 
was called; and having taken the ſtrong caſtle 
of Gamala, and removed Demetrius the go- 
vernor of it for ſome ill practices, he march- 
ed back into Fudæa, after he had ſpent three 
years in his expedition. His ſubjects upon 
his return, received him with great joy, in 
conſideration of the proſperity that had at- 
tended his arms; but he was ſcarce free from 
the dangers of war, when he fell ſick. As 
his illneſs was a quartan ague, he thought, 
ſhould he again employ himſelf in an active 
buſineſs, his diſtemper would remove itſelf. 
But his immoderate giving himſelf up to mi- 
litary engagements, and his expoſing his body 
to labours above his ſtrength, proved the 


cauſe of his death, In conſequence of this, 


he died in the midſt of faction, and ſurround- 


ed with brojls, after a reign of ſeven and 


twenty years. 


During the nine Tears Reign of Alexandra, the Government is in the Hands of 
the Phariſees, 


AGE XANDER left the kingdom to 
his wife Alexandra, not doubting but 

the Jews would pay a ready obedience to her, 
as the was not any way touched with his cruel- 
10 and ſhewed herſelf very ſtrict in the ob- 
ckration of the laws, which two things, he 
imagined, would con ciliate to her the affec- 
ons of his ſubjects; nor where his hopes herein 
raced, tor the woman, from the opinion 
2 People entertained of her ſtrièt veneration 
be 0 eaſily eſtabliſhed herſelf in the 

e om; being well verſed in the cuſtoms of 

, and diveſting theſe of all their 
ö ways who violated the ſacred laws. As 

ad two ſons by Alexander, ſhe made Hyr- 


canis, who was the elder, high-prieſt, becauſe 
of his gravity and inability to manage in a. 
high ſphere, and put Ariftobaulus, who gave 
ſigns of a more quick genius at preſent, into a 
private employ. | 

The Phariſees, a certain faction of the 
Fews, who are thought to pay a more than or- 
dinary reſpeCt to religion, and to have a more 
profound knowledge in explaining the laws 
than the reſt of their countrymen, joined wich 
Alexandra, in order to ſhare the government 


with her. As they demonſtrated ſo much de- 


votion to God, Alexandra, was the more ready 
ro admit them ; from this ſucceſs,in time, they ſo 
far infinated themſelves into the favour of 


No > 
and vo 00 juſtly, for Antiochus Gripus left five Sons, Seleucus Epiphanes, Antiochus and 1 Twins, 


urnamed Philadelphus, Demetrius Emærus, 


taken notice of by Joſephus. 


and Antiochus Dionyſius, every one of whom are 


(2) Darin ERA | 
th a : : : . 
ther conc e fourteen Years Tigranes wig over Syria, Antiochus Afiaticus, or Commagenes ra- 


inſerted owe 3” aan than exerciſed any rega 
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Authority; on that Account, Jotephus will rot hav' him 


6 8 | x ſimple 
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ſimple Alexandra, that the authority was 
wholly in their hands, ſo that, juſt as they 
pleaſed, they baniſhed and recalled, diſcharged 
and impriſoned, whom they would, reaping all 
the advantages of the kingdom, while Alex- 
andra was expoſed to all the hardſhips and in- 
conveniences. Notwithſtanding this, Alexan- 
dra had a ſoul capable of attempting great 
things, and with this. view, ſhe was conſtantly 
levying of forces, till ſhe had augumented the 
army to twice the number of men it had in 


it before, and had procured a large body of 


foreign auxiliaties to receive her pay; this 


gave Conſiderable ſtrength to the nation, and 


the foreign princes ſtood in fear of her; but 


though ſhe had authority over others, the 


Phariſees maintained the ſuperiority over her. 
In conſequence of this power, they charged 
Dicgenes, who was a noble perſon, and had 


been in great friendſhip with Alexandra, with 


giving the late king advice to crucify the eight 
hundred perſons, and put him to death; and 
to give farther proof of their authority, they 
perſuaded Alexandra to put ſeveral others to 


death, who had influenced Alexander to com- 


mit that cruelty upon them. And when they 


found ſhe entirely ſubmitted herſelf to them, 


they killed every one they had any diſlike to. 


Thoſe, who were more eminent than the reſt, 


finding themſelves likely to be expoſed to 
danger, withdrew to Ariſtobulus, who adviſed 


his mother to conſider the dignity of the per- 


ſons, and refrain from offering them any vio- 


lence; but baniſh them the city, if ſhe found 


them guilty. In conſequence of this, they 


go. - Fravius'JoSErnus Bc 


obtained an indemnity, and diſperſ 
ſelves throughout the country. A& 
Alexandra ſent an army againſt Dam: 
der a pretence that Prolomy was 
marching to oppreſs it, and took it, 
any memorable action to heighten th 
and then with preſents and a tender 
liance ſhe begged 7igranes king of 
who was beſieging Cleopatra in Pro, 
draw off his army, - and march away.: 
pliance with which, and apprehentiy 
cullus, who had made an irruptio 
kingdom, he withdrew to prevent ar 
tions among his own ſub jecgts. 
During theſe tranſactions, Alexandy 
whereupon, the younger ſon Ari/to 
hold of the cpportunity, and, with thu 
of his great number of ſeryants, 
pleaſed with the love of action whicl 
ed, ſeized on all the fortified places, 
the money which he found there, 
iliaries, and then declared himſelf ki 
andra, hereupon, was perſuaded | 
monſtrances of Hyrcanus, to imprit 


bulus's wife and children in Anto? 


fort ſtood on the north ſide of the te 
was, as I have before obſerved, ca] 
but took this name under the gov: 


Ant hon), as Sebaſte and Aprippias, 


cities, were called ſo by Auguſtus an 
But Alexandra, after a reign of n 
died, before Hyrcanus would rever 
upon his brother Ariſtobulus, who! 
taken care to deprive of his arms f 
jury he had receiv'd from him, 


v - E 


Hyrcanus, Alexandra's Heir to the Kingdom, gives way to Ariſtobulus; be 
wards, with Antipater's Aſſiſtance, reſtored by Aretus to the Kingdom, t 
a Diſpute ariſing between the two Brothers, Pompey is choſen to determin 


YRCANUS, indeed, was the real heir 

to all, and had been veſted in the king- 
dom in the life-time of his mother; but Ariſto- 
bulus was more powerful, and endowed with 
a better capacity to govern. In the (1) bat- 
tle they fought at Hiericho te determine their 
right to the crown, a great number abandoned 
Hyrcanus, and went over to Ariſtobulus. 
Hyrcanus, with the forces that remained 


/ 


with him, fled and ſeized upon Antonia, and 


there took Ariſtobulus's wife and children, as 
ſecurities for his indemnity, before matters fell 
out worſe. In the end, a reconciliation was 


made between the two brothers on tl 
that Ariſtobulus ſhould have the king 
that Hyrcanus ſhould ſurrender it te 
enjoy all the other dignities of a kin 
preliminaries being agreed upon, a 
friendſhip was concluded, whereup 
midſt of the multitude that furrour 
they embraced one another very affe 
and changed habitations; Ariftovulrs 
ing to the palace, and Hyrcanus to hi 
houſe. ic | | 

Ariſtobulus thus having beyond e 
mounted the throne, thoſe who we! 


(1) Hyrcanus ſucceeded Alexandra in the 197. 3. Olympiad; when Quintus Hortenfius, - 
Metellus Creticus, were Conſuls at Rome. Antiq. I. ,14. c. 5. Hyrcanus, after three Months, 
the Kingdom to Ariſtobulus. Pompey removed Ariſtobulus in the 179. Olympiad, \ 
Anthony, and Mark Tully Cicero were Conſuls at Rome, Art. 1. 14. c. 4. In the firſt Year 
bius, after he had reigned three Years and three Months. Ant. 20. 8. We have Account th 
Years and an half for fix Years; not a Word is ſaid of the reft of the Time. But fome en 
that very ill, to correct this Paſſage of Joſephus, who, in the room of Hyrcanus's three Mont 
the ſame number of Years, But who would ſuppoſe that Ariftobulus, who had ſeized up 
twenty Caſtles, and got almoſt the ſole Authority into his Hands, and that in the Life-tims 
ther, would ſtay three Years and more, till Hyrcanus ſurrendred the Kingdom to him? It is 
able to aſſert, that Joſephus attributes the two Years and ſomething more, during which t 
between the Brothers is {aid to continue in Ant, 14. 3. to neither of them, but makes them an If 
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mies, were terribly afraid, and Chiefly (1) Anti- 
pater, who had been on no good terms with him 
for a long time. This perſon was an Idumæan, 
and, conſidering his great family, riches and 
the authority he had, was the principal man of 
his nation: He councelled Hyrcanus to with- 
draw to Aretas king of Arabia, and implore 
his aid to re-eſtabliſh him in the kingdom, nor 
was he backward himſelf to importune Aretas 
to receive and bring him back: With this 
view he ſtrove to miſrepreſent the actions of 


Book l. 
perfed them- 

After this, 
amaſcus, un- 
was inſtantly 
k it, without 
n the ſucceſs; 
ider of an al- 
of Armenia, 
Ptolomais, to 
way: In com- 
enſive of Lu- 
1ption into his 
Nt any commo- Hyrcanus, concluding, that a prince, as he 
candra fell lick, 
friſtobulus laid 
h the aſſiſtance 
ts, who werte 
which he ſhew- 
laces, and, with 
re, hired aux- 
elf king. Alex- 
led by the re- 
mpriſon Arifto- 
Antonia. This 
he temple, and 
1, call d Haris, 
government of 
bias, two other 


minions, was bound in honour to reach out his 
hand to aſſiſt the unfortunate, and that Hyr- 
canus laboured under a manifeſt wrong, who 
was robbed of a crown, which was his right by 
priority of age. After he had workt his way 
thus far with both of them, he got out of the 
city privately in the night with Hyrcanus,and by 
a quick flight eſcaped fafely to a town which 
was Called Petra, the capital of Arabia ; upon 
his arrival he put Hyrcanus into the hands of 
Aretas, and uſed a great deal of apology to 
vindicate the meaſures he had taken, and then 
loading the king with ſeveral valuable preſents, 
perſuaded him to ſupply him with a body of 
forces ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh Hyrcanus in his 


as and Agrippa. kingdom. The army he ſent conſiſted of fifty 
of nine years, thouſand horſe and foot, which Ariftobulus 
revenge himſelf was in no conditions to make head againſt, for 
whom he had being deſerted in the firſt engagement by his 


men, he was forced to take ſhelter in Hieroſo- 
ma, and had a thouſand to «one been taken, 
had not Scaurus at this time broke up the 
ſiege; for Pompey, who was now employed 
, in a war againſt 7!granes, diſpatched him ont 
of Armenia into Syria. When he arrived at 
Damaſcus, which Metellus and Lollius had 
lately won, he, upon hearing what condition 
Fudæa was in, took them with him, and 
haſtened his march as if he was ſure of making 
a conqueſt, | 

As he entered the country, he was met by 
ambaſſadors, ſent by both brothers, each im- 
ploring his aſſiſtance; however, the three hun- 
dred talents Ariſtobulus ſent him proved of 
greater force, than any conſideration of the 
others right, Upon receiving the money, he 
ent ambaſſadors to Hyrcanus and the Arabians, 
threatening them, in the names of the Romans 
and Pompey, with terrible conſequences, if they 
did not break up the ſiege. Aretas, upon this 
meſſage, tearing the worſt, withdrew out of 
Fudza to Philadelphia, and Scaurus returned to 
amaſcus, Ariſtobulus, finding himſelt clear of 
the danger that threatened him, longed to be in 
action, and with that view muſtering up all his 
orces, he cloſely followed the enemy, whom he 


rms for. the in- 


— 
ö 


s; be is after- 
lom, upon this, 
ermime 14 


s on theſe terms, 


pon, a treaty 0 
hereupon, in the 
ſurrounded them, 
ery affectionately, 
tovults ⅝ithdrau- 
45 to his brother 5 


yond expectation 
yho were his ene- 


Ariſtobulus, and very much extolled thoſe of 


was, who had ſupreme authority over vaſt do- 
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engaged at Papyron, :and-\lew above ſix thou= 
land, among whom was Phalion Antipater's 
** „ | . 
Fyrcanus and Antipater, being thus depri- 
ved of the aſſiſtance of the Arabians, put 
their laſt reſource in their enemies, and upon 
Pompey's coming to Damaſcus, after he had 
marched throughout Syria, they fled to him; 
and, without giving any preſents, remonſtrated 
to him, in the ſame manner they had'done to 
Aretas, urging Hyrcanus's right, and implor- 
ing him, to conſider Arifobulus's violent mea- 
ſures, and reſtoring him to his kingdom, which 
was his inconteſtable right, both by age and 
behaviour. Ariſtobullis, in the mean while, 
putting his whole dependance in Sacurus, 
whom he had bribed with his money, was nor 
back ward on his part, for he came too adorned 
in a royal manner, with the fineſt appearance he 
could make; but thinking it a diſhonour to his 
grandeur, to urge his pretenſions by ſervile 
intteaties, and not able to brook the reflect iofi 


of interceeding for his intereſt in an abje& man- 


ner that did not agree with his dignity, he re- 
moved from Dioſpolis. 1 7 
This proceeding vexing Pompey, at the 
earneſt ſollicitations of Hyrcanus and his friends, 
he marched againſt Ariffobulus, with an army 
compoſed of Romans and Syrian auxilaries ; 
having paſſed Pella and S:ythopolis he came to 
Coræe, where that part of Fudæa which leads up 
into the inland country takes its beginning, 
and hearing, at this place, that Ariſtobulus had 
taken ſhelter in Alexandrium (a very mag- 
nificent and beautiful caſtle, ſtanding on a 
mountain) he ſent meſſengers with orders to 
bid him come down to him. But he was re- 
ſolved, agreeable to his character of being an 
haughty prince, to ſuffer the laſt extremity ra- 


ther than comply with the ſummons; yet he 


apprehended his ſubjects might be expoſed to 


danger, through his refuſal, and his friends 


adviſing him to conſider the power of the Ro- 
maus, Which he was in no condition to withitand, 
he yielded to their remonſtrances, and went 
down to Pompey, to whom he alledged a great 
deal in defence of his right, and then returned to 
his fort. He came down a ſecond time at the 


provocation of his hr ther, and having diſputed . 
with him the rig u ne had in priority to him, he 


went back again without any hindrance from 
Pompey: But ſtill remaining between hope and 
fear, he came a third time to Pompey, to beg 
he would eſtabliſh him in his right, and then 
went back again, that he might not ſeem to be 
void of aſſiſtance. After this Pompey command- 
ed him to ſurrender his caſtles, and obliged 


him to write to all thoſe captains of garriſons 


who had orders given them to pay no regard 
to any letters ſent them, unleſs they were 


L 
fk 


O . | f 

Hunt 1 75 d wo Nicolaus Damaſcenus ſays, he was deſcended of the Babylonian Jews, lib. 14. c. 1. See what he / 
ird 3 gobltiwie x charges on this Article in Ant. 1; 14. c. 1. Arabs in Biblijs Polyglott is follows him, c. 35. and ſome 1 
Re 0 on two an * Chriſtian Fathers ſuppoſe, that Antipater was the Son of one Herod an Aſcalonite, and that he was 1 
Lif ame of bie * way by Robbers, and brought up in their Cuſtoms and Diſcipline, about which, conſult Euſebius Wo 

* is more 102100 * 6th Book of his Hiſtory. Strabo ſays; that the Idumeans were Nabataans, who, being drove out | 
ot h the % 1 Country for a Rebellion they raiſed, mixed among the Jews, and embraced their Laws, and ji 
eo m hence, Herod is calted Anthra Epichiorion by Antigonus in Antiq. I. 10. c. 15. and the Idumens | > 
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vere accounted Jews, after John Hyrcanus obliged them to circumciſe themſelves: | | 


wrote 


532 
wrote with his own hand, to remoye from their 
employments; which he complied with: After 
which, burning with indignation, he went to 
Hieroſolyma,. and there put him into a conditi- 


on to give Pompey battle. 


Pompey, not caring to give him any time to 


make any martial preparations, was not long 
after him, being favoured in his attempt by the 
death of Mithridates, which was told him at 
Jericho, the beſt and fatteſt ſoil in all Fudea, 


 Fravaus Jostyars 
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ſtone, from the droppings that diſtil from the 


inciſions. Pompey encamped here that night 
and in the morning, marched directly to Hi. 
eroſolyma. Ariſtobulus, terrified at his coming 


went out to meet him, and on his knees im. 


plored him; at the ſame time made a promiſe of 


giving money to ſpare him and the city, which 


pacified the incenſed Pompey, But this 
miſe was not performed; for the partizans 
of Ariſtobulus, refuſed Gabinius, who was ſent 


pro- 


producing a great number of fine palms, and 
(1) balſam, which is gathered, by cutting the 


to receive the money, an entrance into the 
branches of the trees, with the edge of a ſharp 


city. 


CHAP. VII. 


Hieroſolyma #s urrender'd to Pompey. He takes the Temple, and poes into the H h 
E 5 E Holies. Of his other Actions in Judæa. a ERR 


DOMPEY, enraged at theſe ſteps, impri- 

ſoned Ariftobulus, then marched up to 
the city, and looked for a place to attack it from; 
he found the town not eaſily to be taken, by 
reaſon of its ſtrong walls; beſides, the ditch pl: 
before them caſt a frightful aſpect, and the joined the city, put themſelves into a poſture 
temple, which ſtood within it, was exceedingly of defence to the laſt extremity. In the mean 
well fortified, ſo that, ſhould he have had the time, the Romans were admitted into the town, 
fortune to have taken the city, this very place and the palace ſurrendered into their hands. 
would have proved a ſhelter to the ene- Pompey immediately ſent Piſb, one of his officers, 
my. 8 d 0ũ0 H ſeize on it, who having put garriſons into 

While he was conſulting with himſelf a long the ſeveral parts of the city, and finding thoſe 
time, what meaſures he ought to take, the who had withdrawn into the temple in no mind 
citizens in the town happened to diſagree a- to hearken to his propoſals, he prepar d to 
mong themſelves; the faction that favour'd beſiege them; Hyrcanus and his faction advi- 
Ariſtobulus inſiſted on a war, and the releaſe- ſing him, and lending him their aſſiſtance, to 
ment of the king; but that in the intereſt of put his deſign in execution. 3 27 * 
Hyrcanus ſtrenuouſly oppoſed theſe meaſures, Piſo, in conſequence of this, filled up, with 
and demanded that Ptolomy might have the the ſtuff and materials his ſoldiers brought him, 
gates opened to him: Fear had encreaſed the the ditch and alley on the north ſide. It was 


number of the latter conſiderably, eſpecially on 
the conſideration of the Roman skill and con- 
duct. Ariſtobulus's partizans, finding their 
intereſt of no prevalence, withdrew into the tem 
ple, and, having cut down the bridge which 


(1) Hiericho takes its Name from an Hebrew Word, which implies Fragrance; and in the 32 and 3d v. 
of Deuteronomy, Hiericho is called the City of Palms; other Places might boaſt an abundance of Palms, 
but Judæa, though not all of it, might ſay it had the beſt, eſpecially Hiericho, where the Caryotæ, or 
Nicolai grew, which are the very beſt ſort. Balſam wou'd not grow in any other Place than the Palm 
Ground of Hiericho, and formerly but in two Gardens, both of which belonged to the King: Now whe- 
ther, according to the Account Joſephus gives of this Affair, this was owing to the Nature of the Ground, 
the Quality of the Water, or the Temperature of the Air, or, whether, as Strabo intimates, it was to 
be attributed to the cunning of the Jews, who, like the Agyptians, with their Byblus, made great Ad- 
vantage of it, becauſe of its ſcarcity, is a Queſtion left yet undecided: Their Opinions are not at all well 
grounded; who think that it grew of itſelf in Egypt, or that the Queen of Saba brought it thence, or 
that Cleopatra removed it from their Country, for (not to inſiſt on every particular) it is very evident, that 
even after the Deſtruction of Hieroſolyma, it grew in Judæa, and there only; wherefore the Arabian 
Hiſtorians are clearer in their Conjectures, that the Saracens were the firſt that planted it at Matareas, 
and that it never grew in Ægypt, from whence, . at the command of the Ottomans, it was tranſlated to 
Mecca, where it exiſts to this Lg though there is all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that, by trant- 

lanting it to a ftrange Soil, a great deal of its original Virtue, through the Courſe of ſo many Ages, 
is loſt; for what Proſper Alpinus contends for, that it grew naturally in Arabia, and from thence, in every 
former Age, was carried into Egypt and Judæa, is contradiftory to Reaſon and all hiſtorical Accounts. 
This is the Spring of a great many fabulous Tales. Anthony, indeed made a Preſent to Cleopatra, of 
this Balſam Ground; but ſhe neither brought it from Ægypt, nor yet from Cairo, which wag, not now in 
being, but allowed Herod for jt, an annual Payment of tho hundred Talents; ſee Plutarch Wpon this Ar- 
ticle upon Anthony, and Joſephus in his Wars; for the Balſam at Matareas was hard to be preſerved, 
though never ſo much Pains was uſed about it; when once it dried tip, a new Stock was brought from 
Mecca to ſupply its room; fee upon this head Alpinus. Dial concerning Balſam, this is fufficient to prove _ 
then, that it was no native of Egypt. But the fabulous Account of this Balfam is beightened by what B 
{aid afterwards, viz. that the Queen of Saba brought with her the moſt precious Aromaticks, and that, 
according to the vulgar Opinion, there was conſequently this Balſam among them, for which Fayout ſhe 
was not rewarded with Money, as ſhe often had been before, but obtained, as a Recompence, the whole 
Kingdom of Egypt. See Ant. 8. and Bochart's Phaleg. 2. 25. But I have treſpaſſed too far on this — 
and if any deſires to be farther informed from the Fountain Heads, more than the Paſſages I have cited c 


inſtru him, let him conſult Theophraſtus's, Hiſtory of Plants, 9. 6. Diodorus Siculus 11. P. 93, or 19. 
p* 275. Strabo 16. p. 763. 17. p- 800. Pliny 12, 25. 16. | | . 
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no eaſy task to fill theſe up, by 'reaſon of 
their vaſt depth, and the inconveniencies the 
eus put the men dt work to from above. 
Nor had the Romans ſucceeded in their attempt, 
if Pompey, by hindring his men from commit- 
ring any hoſtilities, had not raiſed his mounts 
to their deſigned height, during the ſeyen days 
which the Fews keep ſolemn, and in which 
they abſtain from all bodily exerciſe. Having 


thus filled the ditch, and raiſed” his mbunts, 


he erected - thereon his towers, and planted 
the engines the Tyrians brought him, in 
order to batter the walls. But the Romans 
met with great obſtruction from the {lingers of 
tones within, who poured down upon them 
from above, and made a brave reſiſtance a- 
gainſt Pompey's towers, which were very large 
and beautiful. e . 
Pompey, ſeeing the inconveniences to which 
his men were put, could not but wonder at the 
extraordinary reſolution of the eus, but was 
more ſurprized when he found the eaget devo- 
tion amidſt the darts of the enemy; the city 
was, indeed, in profound peace, and every day 
ſacrifices, luſtrations, and every religious rite 


that appertained to God, were performed with 


the greateſt diligence, neither, when the tem- 
ple was taken, and numbets of them were dail 


made ſacrifices at the altar, did they abſtain 


from the duties of their religion as their laws 
directed them; for on the (a) third month of 
the ſiege, when with great difficulty they had 
overthrown one of the enemies towers, the 
Romans broke into the temple : The' firſt who 
attempted to break over the walls, was Hauftus 
Cornelius, the ſon of Ha, who was followed 
by Furius and Fabius, two centurions; the 
reſt of the Romans immediately mounted af- 
ter them, and the Fews, ſome of whom en- 
deavoured to ſhelrer themſelves in the temple, 
and others, to make a reſiſtance, were cut off 


in heaps. 


A great number of the prieſts, though they 
beheld the enemy with drawn ſwords ruſhing 
upon them, yet with great intrepidity conti- 
nued ſacrificing, and preferring their religion 
to God, before any conſideration of life, they 
yielded themſelves to death in the very mo- 


ment they were offering incenſe ; numbers were 


ain by their own countrymen, who were of 
the oppoſite faction; and innumerable Fews, 
to avoid the enemy, voluntarily caſt themſelves 
down from ſteep places, and others, drove to 
deſpair by the difficulties they ſaw themſelves 
ſurrounded with, ſet fire to the houſes about 
the walls, and periſhed in the flames. Near 


. (a) Meaning of the Civil Year, which was December. Uſſer. Ox. 
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twelve thouſand Jews loft their lives on this 


occaſion, but very few of the Romans, though 
a great number were wounded. © 

But the greateſt evil the Fews ſuſtained 
at this time, was the ſacred temple, before in- 
acceſſible to human eyes, being laid open and 
expoſed to. ſtrangers; for Pompey, attended 
with ſeveral perſons about him, went: into 
that part of the temple, which was only 
lawful for the high-prieſt to enter, and there 
caſt his eyes on the candlefticks, lamps, ta- 


ble, veſſels for ſacrifices, and incenſe pots, 


which were all made of gold, and on the aro- 
maticks, and the ſacred money, which amount- 
ed to near two thouſand talents. Not with- 
ſtanding this, (%) Pompey refrained from touch- 
ing any one thing that he ſaw, but, on the 
contrary, the day after he had taken the town, 
gave orders for puriſying the temple, and per- 
forming ſacrifices; after he had conſtituted 
Hyrcanus high- prieſt the ſecond time, who, 
beſides other helps he had given, had been ot 
ſ1gnal ſervice to Pompey in completing the 
ſiege, in drawing from the intereſts of Ariſto- 
bulus a great number of people out of the 
country, who readily came and joined him; 
this Alon, as it became a good general ſo to 
do, procured him the love of his people, who 
now, rather admired than feared him. Aroſto- 
bulus's father-1n-law, who was alſo his uncle, 
was taken among the priſoners; but Pompe 
beheaded thoſe who were found to have had 
the greateſt hand in raiſing the ſedition, and 
Hauſtus and they, who had ſignalized their va- 
lour in an extraordinary manner, were gene- 
rouſly rewarded by Pompey, and a tribute im- 
poſed on the city by him. 

Having ſeparated from the Fewi/h kingdom 
the cities he had won in Syria, he put them 
under the government of the Roman officer, 
who was appointed at this time to rule. And 
to gratify Demetrius Gadaren/is, one of his 
freedmen, he rebuilt Gadar, which the Jews 
a little before had laid in ruins. Beſides, he 
delivered from the Fewiſh yoke, the inland 
cities of Hippo, Scythopolis, Pella, Samaria, 
Mariſſa, Azotus, Famnia, Arethuſa, and the 
maritime towns of Toppa, Gaza, Dor, and 
the tower of Straton, formerly ſo called, but 
afterwards built in another manner, and made 
very ſtately and magnificent by king Herod, 
ad ſirnamed Cæſarea; the tribures of all which 
places he annexed to the province of Syria. 
After he had inveſted Scaurus in the govern- 
ment of this province of Judea, and of all the 
places as far as Agypt to the river Euphrates, 


On the Day of Faſting, ſome interpret 


| mmus, a Time of Faſting: But Petavius and Stephen le Moyne reje& ſuch Accounts, and, for 
the third Month of 


emnit ; > N Mee 
tides 7 Pacily obſerved by the Jews. Spanheim. 


Siege, in which Pompey took Hieroſolyma, underſtand the Faſting of Copperſis, a So- 
Joſephus in Ant. I. 14. c. 4. ſays that the Temple was 


: Day of a folemn Faſt. And Uſher would have us underſtand this third Month, for the 
third Month of th 


ember, and that the fame was a Saturda 
v10lyma on that Day. 


= ne Civil Year, which commenced from Autumn, and that the Day the Jews taſted on, was 
ne eight and twentieth of the Month Cillem, which happened in this Year to be the twentieth of the Julian 
y, which Dio ſeems to confirm, and ſay that Pompey took Hie- 


was N Pompieus, having viftoriouſly won Hieroſolyma, touched nothing he ſaw in the Temple - this 


and ill be aved a Cit 
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as many other Circumſtances in his Conduct, to be attributed to his Wiſdom, that, in to 


uſpicious 


y, he might not give his Enemies any room to traduce him; for 1 do not believe, that 
of BI Jews, but Shame was the real Hindrance of the beſt of Generals. Cicero in his Oration 
accus. | 
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his family with him, priſoners, among whom 
were two daughters and two ſons, the elder 
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Creſſus, and Caffius.” | 


F EAN time Scaurus made an irruption 

into Arabia, but could not come up to 
Pella, as ir was inaccefſible ; every thing, how- 
ever, abont the town, tell a ſacrifice to his 
fury, which, nevertheleſs, did not free him 
from falling into ſome inconveniencies, for his 
army was expoſed to a grievous famine; but 

Tcanus contributed very much to the relief 
of his men, by ſending Aytipater with provi- 
fions; Scaurns made uſe of Antipater, and de- 


puted him to go to Aretas, to make him beg 
bi peace with a ſum of money. (a) Aretas was 


induced, to this end, to remit three hundred 
talents; and thus Scauras witndrew his army 
out of Arabia. 35 

Alexander, one of Ariſtobulus's ſons, who 
had eſcaped from Pompey, in a little time, got 
together a great army, gave Hrcanus much 
diſturbance, and over-ran all Jud; it was 
very expedient to ſtop him in his career, for he 
would have gone to Hierqſolyma, and new built 
the walls Pompey had pulled down, if (Y) Gabi- 
nius, Scaurnus*s ſucceflor, who was ſent into H- 
ria, had not ſignalized himſelf in ſeveral brave 
actions, and made an expedition againſt him: 
The coming of Gabinius fo terrified him, that 
he avgmented his army in the whole to ten 


| thouſand foot and fifteen hundred horſe, and 


fortified with ftrong walls, Alexandrium, Hyr- 
caninum, and Machero, places of great advan- 
rage in the mountains of Arabia, 
Gabinius, ſending Anthony before with part 
of his forces, marched after him with rhe reſt 
of his army. After Antipater's ſele& body, 
and another party of 7ews, whom Malic hus 
and Pitholaus were ſet over, had joined the 


534 RAI or avs Book K 
he with two leglons took the rout of ¶licia, and of mhom, named Alexander, made his eſcapt 
hed for Rome, carrying Ariſtobulus and on his journey, but the younger was carried to 

ers, Rome in company with his ſiſters. 
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Alexander, Ariſtobulus's Son, #bo eſcaped from Pompey, wages War againſt Hyr: 
canus, and on being. defeared. by Gabinius, ſurrenders bis Caſiles to bim Afes 

this Ariſtobulus, eſcapes from Rome, and gathers an Army, and, on being beaten. 

the Romans, is carried back to Rome. Some other Incidents relating to Gabinius, 


officers of Mark Anthony, they marched to 
meet Alexander, and not long after, Gabinius 
with his heavy armed troops came up with 
them. But Alexander, finding himſelf in no 
capacity to wirhftand the united force of the 


enemy, broke up from the place where he was, 


but was obliged, on his coming near Hieroſo- 
ma to hazard a battle, in which he loſt fix 
thouſand of his men, three thouſand loſing their 
lives on the ſpot; upon which he fled with the 
remainder to Alexandrium,  _.. 

_ Gabinius coming to Alexandrium, and find- 
ing ſeveral tents pitched before the place, en- 
deayoured, by promiſes of pardon, to. bring 
them over to his {ide before he came to a bat- 
tle: But they perſiſting in a valiant reſolution 
to defend themſelves, ſeveral were ſlain upon 
the ſpot, and the reſt he ſhut up in the caſtle, 
Mark Anthony in this action, gave ſignal proofs 
of his valour, and though he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf in every place he had any action in, yet 
never appeared to a greater n. than 
now: Gabinius, after this, leaving a ſufficient 
force to carry on the ſiege, drew off, and put 
thoſe cities, which had nor been deſtroyed, into 
a more flouriſhing condition, and rebuilt thoſe 
which had. In conſequence of which good ma- 
nagement, Scythopolis, Samaria, Ant hedon, 
Apollonia, Famnia, Raptira, Mariſſa, Adv 
reus, Gamala, Azotus, and ſeveral others, be- 


gan to be peopled by great. numbers of inhabi- 


rants, who gladly embraced the opportunity, 
and went to reſide in tlem. 

Alfter he had put things into this promiling 
condition, he went back again to Alexandrium, 
and urged on the fiege with more vigour, ſo 


8 


(a) Hence comes that antient and remarkable Medal of the Emilian Family, in which Aretas is repte: 
fented in a ſuppliant Manner, taking hold in his Left Hand of the Bridle of a Camel, and reaching out the 
Branch of a Frankincenſe Tree in his Right, with this Inſcription, M. Scaurvus =D. ck. Ex. 8. C. and be- 
low Rex ARETAs. See the Tables at the End of this Work. 

(b) Cicero deprived Piſo the Conſul of the Government of Syria, which had been allotted him. See 56 
of this in bis Epiſtles to Atticus; upon this, the Scnate appointed Marcus Philippus to ſucceed Scautus, 1 
Marcellinus Lentulus, to follow in his room; theſe two were Pretorians, both I them, the two Years ot 
governed Syria, had ſome Work on their Hands with the bordering Arabians, who harrafſed them; = 
obliged Proconfuls to be ſent, who were veſted with conſular Authority, and Gabinius was the 6rit t 
broke into that Country with an Army; refer for this Account to Appian's Syriacs, p. 119, 120. 6 
invited ag" to join in the Campaign, but he rejected the Propoſal, and refuſed to fellow a 2 
ſon; but, the Horſe being given, he condeſcended, and went. See Plutarch, in the Life of Anthony: 75 
tacute, in his Apparatus, p. 148, and in his Exercit. 275. But it is plain from Appian, in bis Book Cath 
Syriac Wars, that Scaurus was ſucceeded by Marcus Philippius, he by Marcellinus Lentulus, and 2 lich 
nius. Philippus and Lentulus remained but two Years in the Government of Syria, the Shortneſs be his 
Time is the Reaſon that other Hiſtorians commonly paſs them over; for Applan, in the 2 0 en 
Parthian Wars, writes, that, after Pompey had reduced Syria into the Form of a Province, Senate 
thither Gabinius, and takes no manner of Notice af Scaurus, Philippus, or Lentulus 


that 


F 
) 
J 
) 


that Aeander, deſpairing & ſucceſs, not only 
ſurrendered into his hands Hyrranium and 
Mac hæro, which ſtill ſtoot out for him, but 
alſo Alexandrium ; theſe ſeveral places were, 
at the inſtigation of Alexander's mother, for 
fear of their proving the ſeat of another war, 
effectually deſtroyed by Gabinius; her fear for 
her husband, and captive children at Rome, 
forced her to this. Gabinius, after this, car- 
ried Hyrcanus to Hieroſo/yma, and committed 
to him the care of the temple, and then or- 
dered the commonwealth in ſuch manner, that 
the principal citizens were veſted with the ſu- 


the Jews divided into five aſſemblies, which 
were ſorted thus; one was ordered to be at 
Hierofolyma, another at Gadar, a third at Ca- 
natho, a fourth at Hiericho, and a fifth at Sep- 
phoris, a city of Galilee; thus were the Jets 
reſtored to their liberty by the authority of one 
man, and, for the future, ſubjected to an ati- 
ſtocratick government. e 


But it was not long before Ariſtobulus taiſed 
new commot ions; he had made his eſcape from 
Rome, and collected together again a great 
number of Fewvs, of thoſe who deſired a 3 
or had preſerved their antient friendſhip for 
him : The firft place he ſeized on was Alexan- 
drium, which he endeavoured to repair, but 
hearing Cabinius had ordered an army againſt 
him, under the, command of Senna, Anthony, 
and Servillins, he withdrew to Mac hæro, where 
he disbanded all thoſe that were of little ſer- 
rice, and kept only with him the armed men, 
who were about eight thouſand, among whom 
was Pitholaus, who had fled to him from Hie- 
roſolyma, at the head of a thouſand men. 'The 
Romans immediately followed them, and a bat- 
tle was in a little time fought, in which Ari/c- 
bulus and his men behaved a long time very 
gallantly, but being obliged to ſubmir ar laſt, 
to the numbers of the Romans, five thouſand 
were {lain on the ſpot, and two thouſand made 
their eſcape to a certain eminence, the other 
thouſand left with Ariſtobulus, breaking through 
the ranks of the Romans, were forced to take 
ſhelter in Mac hæro, where the king, during the 
intermiſhon of the war, was in hopes of draw- 
ing together other forces; and with this view, 
he fortified the caſtte but very poorly ; for 
the Romans making a fierce attack upon it, 
Ariſtobulus, after a few days reſiſtance, which 
cemed above his ſtrength, was taken priſoner 
with his fon Antigonus, who eſcaped from 
c ohe and carried (a) bound to Gabinius, who 

on him again to Rome; where the ſenate 
ang. him into priſon, but ſent back his ſons 
11 2 * in compliance with a letter Gabi- 
#5 had wrote them, in which he mentioned 
F * promiſe he had given Arifobnlns's wife to 


= 2 her having ſurrendered up the caſtles 


Gabinius, deſirous to carry his arms into Par- 


4, met with great obſtruction from Ptolomy, 


(a) So it 


whom, in his return from Euphrates; he 
drove into Egypt, by the aſſiſtance of Mirca- 
nus and Aitipater, who ſupplied him with e- 
very ching neceſſary for his expedition. Anti- 
pater gave him a large reinforcement of aux- 
iliaries, money, arms and corn, and perſuaded 
the Jews, who guarded the avenues to 
Peluſium, to let Gabinius paſs unmoleſted : 
The other parts of Syria, as ſoon as Gabinins 
had turned his back, broke out into a rebel- 
lion; whereupon Alexander, the ſon of Ariſto- 


bus, taking hold of the opportunity, made 


ted with the ſu- the Fetus revolt, and collecting a large body 
preme juriſdiction, and the whole nation ok 


of forces, reſolved, at a certain time, to put 
all the Romans to death without diftinQion, 
that reſided in that country: Gabinius fear- 
ing the evil conſequences that might attend 
theſe commotions, was on his return from 
Egypt, in order to quell them; but he took 
ſo much precaution before hand, as to ſend 
Antipater before him, to go to ſome of the 


revolters, whom, by his prudence, he brought 


over to alter their ſentiments; about thirty 
thouſand Fews ſided with Alexander, who 
was very deſirous to come to an engagement, 
and with that view pur himſelf in a readineſs 
to give the enemy battle; the Jews marched 
diteCtly againſt them, and the onſet was be- 
zun at mount ſtabyrius, in which ten thou- 
Ane were laid dead on the ſpot, and the reſt 
forced to fly. After which Gabinius marched 
up to Hieroſolyma, and there put the govern- 
ment into a ſituation agreeable to Antipater's 
temper; and marching from thence, he went 
and defeated the Nabatæans, and privately 
ſent away Mithridates and Or/anes, two par- 
thian deſerters, giving out to his ſoldiers 
that they had made their eſcape from 
him. 5 Fr 

| Mean time Craſſus came to ſucceed him, 
and took on him the adminiſtration of Syria ; 
this Roman, to manage his parthian expedition, 


took all the gold he found in the temple, and 


the two thouſand talents Pompey had Kept his 
hands from. But he had ſcarcely paſt the Eu- 


phrates, before both he and his army were en- 


rirely loſt ; but this is not a fit place to treat 


of theſe affairs. 


The Parthians, after the defeat of Craſſus, 
haſtening to, paſs over into Syria, were in- 
terrupted in their attempt by Caſſius, who 
was fled into that province. After he had 
ſeized on it, he directed his march into Fudza, 
where winning Tarichez, he made thirty thou- 
ſand Fews priſoners; he put Pitholaus, at the 
perſuaſions of Antipater, to death, for aſſiſti 
Ariſtobulus in fomenting the rebellion : Anti- 


pater's wife was deſcended of a noble Arabian 


family, and her name was OGyphon, by whom 
he had four ſons, Phaſael and Herod, who 
came afterwards to be a king; and 7o/eph 
and Pheroras, and a daughter, called Salome. 
Antipater, by his extraordinary friendſhip and 


liberality, had gained the love of all the 


18 . . | 3 i | : 5 . 5 
apprehend. mentioned in Aut. l. 14. c. 6. upon which Dio's Account, that Gabinius went into Paleſtine, 


ewe, he marched into Egypt, 


Ariſtobulus, and ſent him to Pompey, and that afterwards, having impoſed à Tribute on the 
b to reduce Prolomy, is not accurate enough, 


princes 
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princes about him, eſpecially the Arabian king; 
and when the war broke out between him and 
Ariftobulus, he ſent his forces to remain ſecure 
in his hands. In ſhort, Caſſius, having forced 
Alexander into a treaty to throw down his arms, 


FL Avius JoStrmnus 


| \ * 
returned back to the Euphrates, with a def 
to interrupt the Parthians in their deſign of 


tranſporting themſelves over: But of this ye 
will ſpeak 1n another place. Th 


' CHAP. H. 


Ariſtobulus is put to Death by Pompe '' Friends, and Alexander by Scipio. Antipa. 
ter ſeeks Celar's Protection, after Pompey's Death, and behaves gallanth in aid. 


SAN, after the flight of Pompey, and 


the ſenate, into Ionia, ſeized on Rome, 
and the ſupreme command, and releaſed Ari- 
ſtobulus from priſon, giving him two legions, 
with orders to march quickly into Syria, being 
full of hopes that he would be in a condition 
ro get that country, and the other places ad- 
joining to Judea, into his hands, with little or 
no difficulty. But envy ſoon rendred fruitleſs 
the ready deſire of Ariſtobulus, and the opinion 
Ceſar had entertained of him; for he was poi- 
ſoned by the partizans of Pompey, and wanted 
the rite of interment in his own country, his 
body being embalmed with honey, and laying 
expoſed on the ground, till Anthony ſent it to 


the Jews to be interred in the monument of his 


anceſtors, ” 

Nor was his ſon Alexander leſs to be pitied, 
for Scipio, on a proſecution brought againſt him 
for what he had tranſacted againſt the Romans, 
by command of Pompey, took off his head; 
Ptolomy, the fon of Mennens, who governed 
Chalcis under mount Libanus, ſent his fon Phi- 
lippis to his brothers, with a tender of his pro- 
tection. Philippis, in conſequence of his or- 
ders, brought Antigonus and his ſiſters from 
Ariftobulus's wite, and pit them under the ſafe- 
guard of his father. But falling in love with 


the younger of the ſiſters, he married her, and 


was afterwards, for her ſake, par to death by 
his father; for after Pro/omy had ſlain his ſon, 


he married Alexandra, and for the affection he 


had for her, uſed her brothers with greater re- 
marks of regard and eſteem. 

As ſoon as Pompey was dead, Antipater 
changed ſides, and fell in with the meaſures of 
Ceſar ; and becauſe Mithridates of Pergamus 
was blocked up at A/calon, with the army he 
was marching with into Z#gypt, and hindred 
from proceeding a ftep further near Pelu/ium, 
he not only got the Arabians, with whom he 
was in friendſhip, to carry him ſupplies, but 
went himſelf with three thouſand Fews he 
had at hand to affiſt, Nor was this all ; he 
ſpurred up the Hrian princes to lend him ſuc- 
cour, and adviſed Ptolomy, J7amblichus, and 
Tholomeus to do the ſame ; this proceeding 
brought ths cities of that country readily to 
enter into a defenſive war. Mithridates now 
relying on the auxiliaries Antipater had brought 
him, haſtened to come up to Peluſium, but 
meeting with a repulſe as he endeavoured to 
tranſport his forces over, he laid fiege to the 


town. It was here Antipater gave a remark. 
able inſtance of his great courage; for having. 
on that ſide where he was poſted, broke down 
the walls, he was the firſt who fallied into 
the town with the body of men under his 
command. | e 
Peluſium was taken; but the Ægyptian remis, 
who reſided in that territory which was called 
the country of Onias, gave them great ob- 
ſtruEtion in their march onwards ; but Antipg- 
ter, by his prudent management, brought 
them, at length, to lay aſide hoſtilities, and 
not only to forbear giving them any farther 
interruption, but to ſupply their men with ne- 
ceſſaries; this ' obliged the inhabitants about 
Memphis to be quiet, and voluntarily furren- 
der themſelves to Mithridates, who, after he 
had marched about Delta, gave the other 
Egyptians battle, in a place called the. Tents 
of the Fews, in which, being in great danger 
of ruining himſelf and all his right wing, Au- 
tipater came up with the left, delivered him, 
and effectually routed the enemy who open 
him, and afterwards ruſhing upon thoſe who 
purſued Mithridates, he killed a great number 
of them, and purſued the reſt ſo far, till he 
came up to their camp and took it: He. loſt 
about tourſcore of his own men; but Mithr:- 
dates, by his flight, occaſioned eight hundred 
of his forces to be cut off; thus was this 


prince beyond expectation delivered from tuin, 


and to give a generous teſtimony of the obliga- 


tion he was under to Antipater for his lile, he 


acquainted Cæſar with how great valour he had 
ſignalized himſelf. 3 
This generous treatment of Antipater, now 
he was inſpired with new hopes, and elated 
with the praiſes given him, made him mote 
ready ſtill to render his ſervice to Mithridaies. 
As he was a perſon of matchleſs courage in 
every action he undertook, and had glorioully 
adorned his body all over with wounds and 
ſcars, he carried a ſufficient witneſs abcut Lat 
to prove his valour. After Cz/ar had reduce 
the affairs of Afgypt into a tolerable fituation, 
in his return into Syria, he made him a pe 
ſent of the freedom of the city of Rome, an 
by the many honours he conterred. on hum, . 
and the genteel and friendly uſage he ways 
him with, he occaſioned his being envied; 0 
Hyrcanus ſolely upon his account, Bot be 
prieſthood confirmed to himſelf. 
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Antipater Procurator of Jude, Antipater inveſts Phaſacl with the Govern- 


ment of Hieroſolyma, and gives the chief duthority over Galilee to Herod, who is 


not long 
and ſucceeded by Marcus, 


I was about this time that Ariſtobulus's ſon 

Antigonuswent toCæſar, and proved, contrary 
to every bodies opinion, the cauſe of Antipa- 
fers father preferment; for when it was his 
duty to have ſhown ſome tender regard to the 
memory of his father, who was ſuppoſed to 
have been poiſoned for the difference which 
had ſubſiſted between him and Pompey, and 
have lamented Sipio's barbarity on his brother, 
and acted ſo prudently as to procure no ones 
envy, but have drawn their pity in his behalf; 
yet, in contradiction to meaſures ſo good as theſe 
in all appearance, he openly accuſed Hyrca- 
ung and Antipater, pretending they had, in 
violation of all juſtice, baniſhed him with his 
brothers, from their native rights, and diſno- 
noured and abuſed his narion, 1n a very flagrant 
manner; and that the ſuccours they had ſent 
him into Z#gypt, had not been raiſed through 
any love they. had for him, but were owing to 
nothing elſe but the fear of old animoſities, 
and to obtain ſtrict friendſhip with Pom- 
ey. A | 
2 to juſtify himſelf, put on a mean 
garment, and opened, to full view, the num- 
ber of wounds he had about him, and ſaid, it 
was needleſs to inſiſt any farther on the loyalty 
he bore Cæſar, for his mangled body was a 
ſilent but ſtrong teſtimony of it; that he 
was aſtoniſhed at the aſſurance of Autigonus, 
who being a ſon of him who had not only been 
an enemy to the Romans, but had fled from 
them, and deſirous to broil affairs, and follow 
his father's iniquitous ſteps, could preſume to 
ofter to the Roman governor any accuſation a- 
gainſt him, and endeavoured to reap advantage 
from it, when he had all the reaſon in the 
world to think himſelf happy in enjoying his 
lite; and that ir was not owing to any want, 
that he was ſo eager after the adminiſtration, 
but purely to raiſe freſh commotions among 
the Jews, and to ſpend his riches in proſecut- 
ing his vile deſigns. 

When Cæſar heard this, he declared that 
Hyrcanus was more worthy of the prieſthood, 
and left Antipater at his own will to chuſe 
What kind of government he pleaſed. But 
he, with a generous ſoul ſubmitting the limit 
and the quality of the honour to the appoint- 
ment of the donor himſelf, was declared pro- 
curator of all Fudea, and obtained, as an ad- 
ditional grant, liberty to rebuild the ruin'd 
walls of Hieroſolyma. And theſe honours 
Ceſar ordered, as a perpetual monument of 
is juſtice, and Antipater s worth, to be en- 
8 on tables, and put in the Capi 


After Hyrcanus had conducted Cz/ar out 


al Hria, he returned back into Judæa, and 
49 


before tried and acquitted. Selltus Czlar is treacherously lain by Baſſus, 


the firſt thing he did, was rebuilding the 
walls of Hieroſolyma which Pompey had de- 
ſtroyed; and then he took a tour through- 
out the country, were he put a ſtop to the 
commotions which had aroſe in it, partly 
by menaces, and partly by admonitions; 
reminding them, if they ſtood up for M- 
canus, of the quiet life, and uninterrupted 
peace, they would enjoy, and the tranquili- 
ty and happineſs that would attend ſuch a 
choice; but if, through a deſire of private ad- 
vantage, or of embroiling their country, they 
ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by imaginary or vain illuſions, then they might 
depend, inſtead of a guardian, to find him 
their maſter, Hyrcanus, inſtead of their king, 
to be their tyrant, and the Romans, who 
would never ſuffer him to be removed from his 
government, whom they themſelves. had ap- 
pointed to reign, inſtead of generals and 
friends, to be their enemies. As ſoon as he 
had delivered himſelf in this manner, he took - 
the ſole adminiſtration into his own hands, as 
obſerving Hyrcanus to be too unactive and in- 
dolent to govern a kingdom, which required 
more vigour. He inveſted his eldeſt ſon Pha- 
ſael with the government of Hieroſolyma, and 
the territories about it, and put Herod his next 
ſon, who was but a youth, into the ſame au- 
thority over Galilee. 1 
Herod who was by nature formed to ma- 
nage affairs in a high ſphere, ſoon found op- 


portunities to diſplay the greatneſs of his 


mind to advantage. In conſequence hereof, 
having found out Ezechias, a chief over a 
company of robbers, who over-ran all the 
bordering countries of Syria, and made ter- 
rible depredations in them, he to the great 
tranquility of Syria apprehended, and put him 
and ſeveral of his followers to death. This 
action made his praiſe reſound thro* every 
city and town, inſomuch that it was ſaid, 
that Herod, by his preſence, had reſtored the 
country to peace, and put the inhabitants ef- 
fects into a ſecure condition: Belides, Sextus 
Ceſar, who was nearly related to the great 
Cæſar, and governor of Syria, came to here 
of it; from this time, there began a ſort of ri- 
valſhip between Pha/ael and his brother, who 
was thus famed. Phaſael endeavoured to go- 
vern Hieroſolyma by his ſole authority, and to, 
that end, ſtrove all he could to gain the citi- 
zens affections, yet took extraordinary precau- 
tion to act uprightly, and never abuſe his au- 
thotity to rhe detriment of othets; this noble 
ambition and emulation between the brothers, 
caus'd Antipater the father to be honoured 
like a king by the nation, and every one paid 
him as much extraordinary. reſpect as if, in re- 
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' f1jty, he had been lord over all of them; yet 
his love and friendſhip for Hyrcanus remained 
firm and inviolatd. „ 

But it is impoſſible for any one, ſo proſpet- 
ous as Antipater. had been, to ſecure himſelf 
trom envy, Hyrcanus himſelf had been ſome 
time privately piqued at the glorious report 
made of the two ſons, but his 


ſides, the frequent meſſengers that every hour 
came one after another, and the many ſlander- 
ers and envious perſons in the palace, who 
were diſappointed in their defigns by the pru- 
dence of Antipater or his ſons, nettled him to 
the quick, when they told him, that he gave 
up the government to Antipater and his ſons, 
and indolently fat down contented with the 
bare name of a king, without the power neceſ- 
ſarily belonging to it, and how ere long if he 
continued in his over-fight, harbouring kings to 
his own deſtruction, they would, as ſoon as 
they had put it out of his power to oppoſe 
them, diſcover really what their intentions had 
always been, and make themſelves lords to the 
plain view of all the world, as it might beevinced 
from the behaviour of Herod, who, without a- 
ny regard either to his orders or letters, had, 
in oppoſition to the Fewiſh laws, put ſo great 
a number of perſons to death; wherefore upon 
that ſcore, it he had not already got the king- 
dom into his hands, and was to be a private 
man, he ought to bring him to a tryal, to ren- 
der an account of his actions to him, accord- 
ing to the laws of his country, which abſo- 
lutely forbid that any perſons, before a regu- 
lar condemnation, ſhould be put to death. 
Theſe inſinuations, gaining on him by de- 
grees, he ſeemed uneaſy, and at laſt breaking 
out into a manifeſt rage, he ſummoned Herod 
before him to juſtify his conduct. He, in 


compliance with his father's advice, and en- 


courag'd by his noble actions, ap peared, but 
firſt took care to garriſon Galilee. He ap- 
peared in the midſt of a ſtout body of guards, 
that it might not be thought he came to de- 
throne Hyrcanus, or to expoſe himſelf in a 
naked manner to his enemies. Sextus Cæſar 
was in great fear about him, leſt his enemies 
ſhould put him to ſome difficulties, and there- 
fore ſent Hyrcanus expreſs Word by a meſ- 
ſenger not to bring in Herod guilty of a capi- 
ral Crime; this was no more than what Hyrca- 
nus wiſhed himſelf, for he had a great affecti- 
on for him, and that was the cauſe that ſayed 
his life. | 1 
Every one imagining that the king had un- 
willingly acquitted him, he withdrew to Sex- 
tus ſat Damaſcus, reſolving, ſhould he be 
ſummoned again, to ſtand upon his defence and 


(1) In all the Copies of Joſephus where this perſon is mentioned, he is conſtantly called Marcus; 
that it is the true reading, then is meant Marcus Criſpus, 


called out of Syria, Czſur ſent Statins Marcus, 


Pal was chiefly 
touched at the famous actions of Herod; be- 
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not obey : His enemies now gave out to Hy- 
canus, that Herod was very much incenſed 
when he departed, and that he was ready to 
bring his forces againſt him ; the king believing 
what he heard, and having juſt grounds to be. 


lieve the enemy would prove ſuperior. to him; 


was at a loſs what , meaſures to take; but 
when he found that Sextus Cz/ar had made him 
governor of Gzlo-Syria and Samaria; and the 
peoples affections ſo cloſely link'd to him; and 
the authority he was inveſted with, which por. 
tended ſome fatal conſequences, he was ſtruck 
with the deepeſt fears, and every moment ex: 
+ 50m to ſee him come with an army againſt 
im. ds 


Nor were his apprehenſtons vain ; fot Herid. 
burning with indignation at the tryal he had un. 
dergone, after he had raiſed an army, marched 
directly to Hieroſolyma, with a reſolution to 
dethrone Hyrcanus ; he had a thouſand to one 
obtained his point, had not his father and bro: 
ther gone out together to meet him, and di. 
verted him from his attempt, begging him 
to ſpare the king, to whom he was indebted 
for the high power he was inveſted with, and 
not carry his revenge beyond menaces and 
terror; and that he ought, if he was enraged 
for being ſummoned to give an account of his 
actions, not only to render thanks for his be- 
ing acquitted, but purſue mild meaſures, and 
ſhew himſelf ſenſible of the obligation he wis 
under, for the preſervation of his life; and 
that if he thought God was the moderator 
and diſpoſer of the events of war, ought to 
conclude he had greater power than his army; 
and that he had no ground to hope well of yic- 
tory, 1n an engagement he deſigned againſt the 
king and his friend, who had conferred ſeveral 
favours upon him, and never declared himſelf 
his enemy, but when evil counſel had biaſſed 
his mind, and perverted his inclination : This 
remonſtrance pacified Herod, who thought the 
proſpect he had given of his power, would be 
ſufficient to favour the hopes he one day ex- 
pected to fulfil. be Es 1 

Apamia, in the mean while was involved in 
a terrible commotion by the Romans, which 
was followed by a civil war, owing to Cæci- 
lias Baſſus treacherouſly murthering Sexis 
Ceſar, out of love to Pompey, and ſeizing 
upon his forces. This action was revenged 
by the other officers of Ceſar, who to puniſh 
the murther of Sextus fell upon Baſſus with 
all their forces, and were aſſiſted by Antipater, 
who ſent his ſons alſo for the fake of the de- 
ceaſed, and Cz/ar, who had been both his 
friends. But the war proving. of ſome contt- 
nuance, (r) Maccus arrived out of Italy to 


* 


ſucceed Sent us. 


and if 
who beſieged Baſſus in Abamia. But he being 
who joined him in 1 Stehe. The Sequel of Foſephus 


proves, that Marcus Criſpus, and the Marcus he mentions, are to be taken indifferently. But it is ex- 
treamly likely, that the Succeeſſor of Sextus Julius, was named Marcus and not Marcus, and that. Je. 


ſephus, every where, where he had Occaſion to mention him, 


nion of Caſaubon, for which, fee his Exercit. p. 120. 


called him by that Name; this is the Opr 
and 133, N 
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Herod is made Procurator of all Syria; this terrifies Malichus, who poiſons Antipater; 
1 tbe military Tribunes adviſe, that Malichus be put to Death. 


C ASSIUS and Brutus having put a ſud- 
den period to Cæſar's life, who had go- 
verned three years and (1) fix months, a ter- 
rible war broke out amongſt the Romans; the 
murther was followed by one of the moſt yio- 
Tent civil wars that was ever known, for the 
principal men in the empire falling out among 
themſelves, judging their advantage at ſtake, 
puſhed on their ſeveral views to make them- 
{elves ſuperior. In conſequence of this Caſſius 
came into Syria, to take the forces that were 
then before Apamia, and having brought about 
a reconciliation between Baſſus and Marcus, 


and the legions that had abandoned him, he 


broke up the ſiege from before Apamia, but 
marched the army through the ſeveral cities, 
collecting the tributes, and exacting greater 
ſums of money than were legally due. 
Uuſſius ordering the Fews to bring him ſeven 
hundred talents, Antipater was afraid of his 
menaces; but to comply with his demands, and 
raiſe the money, he divided the collecting of 
it between his two ſons, and was forced, 
through neceſſity, ' to take in Malichus with 
them, who was no ſound friend, to him. 'The 
firſt who by his duty obtained Caffins's fa- 
vour was Herod, who brought him an hundred 
talents out of his government of Galilee, and 
was, for the ready diſpatch of it, ranked 
amongſt his chief friends; but the other two 
not proving ſo expeditious in their collections, 
he charged them with dilatory. management, 
and ſeemed offended at the cities Gophna and 
Amnias; and twelve other cities of inferior 
note, fell a ſacrifice to his rage, and the inha- 
bitants were made priſoners; and his anger pro- 
ceeded ſo far, that he medirated the death of 
Malic hus for his indolence in raiſing the money. 
But Antipater, with an hundred talents he 
gave him, hindred him from killing him, and 
deſtroying any more cities. 

Notwithſtanding, Malicus was ſo far, on 
Gaſfins's departure, from owing any obligation 


be lay under to Antipater for his life, that he 


ſeveral times endeavoured to take him trea- 
cherouſy out of the way, who was a hindrance 
to his baſe deſigns. But Antipater, who was 
Weary of the power and inſinuation of the man, 
withdrew to the other ſide of Jordan, reſoly- 
ng to collect an army there to revenge the 
treachery deſigned him. Malichus, finding he 
was prevented in his ſcheme, groſly impoſed 
— Antipater*s ſons; for warmly proteſting 
us 1nnocency, by ſeveral oaths and execrations 
to Phaſael, | 
and to Herod governor of Galilee, he decoyed 
—_ by his pretences, and adviſed them to 

Lonclle their father ro him. Yet after this, 

alichus owed his life to Aptipater, who in- 

(1) This is me 
Sovernment be 


Diftatorſhip. 


who was governor of Hieroſolyma, 


"- 


terceeded with Marcus, the governor of Syria, 
for him, who had reſolved to put him to death, 
for creating freſh diſturbances. 

The war breaking out between young Cæſar 
and Anthony, and Caſſius and Marcus, the two 
latter having raiſed an army in Syria, and con- 
ſidering that Herod had been very inſtrumental 
in ſupplying them with the major part of the 
forces they had, they gave him a body of foot 
and horſe and made him governor of all Syria, 
Caſſius promiſing him, as ſoon as the war was 
ended, to get him declared king of Fudza. 
But Herod's extraordinary power, and the 
great hopes Antipater, had repoſed init, proved 
his entire ruin; for Malichus, having great 
fears upon him from this ſudden ſtep, bribed 
one of the king's cup-bearers with a ſum of mo- 
ney, to polſon Antipater. In conſequence of 
which, becauſe he was a man that Malichus's 
envy purfued, he loſt his life at a banquet, be- 
ing a perſon, in other reſpects of great courage, 
and exceeding abilities in managing the affairs 
of a kingdom, and one who had regain- 
ed the kingdom for Hyrcanus, and preſerved 
him in it. 

Malichus, however, lying under ſuſpicion of 
having poiſoned Antipater, and the people 
ſeeming very much incenſed at it, he went a- 
bout to excuſe himſelf, and ſomewhat appea- 
ſed them, but took care to get together a bo- 
dy of forces, to be able to detend himſelf and 
appear powerful ; for he did not ſuppoſe Herod 
would fit ſtill, who was not long in bringing an 
army againſt him, to revenge the death of his 
father. But his brother Phaſael ſetting before 
his eyes the commotions that would break out 
among the people, if he offered to purſue him 
in ſo open a manner, Herod took the advice, 
and patiently admitted Malichus, who excuſ- 
ed himſelf in the beſt manner he could, to ſee 
him, acquainting him at the ſame time, that 
he was free from any farther ſuſpicions; a- 
ter which he buried his father in a very magni- 
ficent manner. 

Herod moved up, and went to Samaria, 
which was now involved in a violent ſedition, 


but by his vigilance, the city was brought to 


a ſtate of peace and good order. From this 
place, he marched to Hieroſolyma with his for- 
ces, where a feaſt was celebrating. Hyrcanus 


by advice of Malichus, who was terribly a- 


fraid of Herod's coming, ſent him a meſſen- 
ger, to bid him refrain introducing ſtrangers 
among his countrymen who were puritying 
themſelves. This gave Herod a pretence he 
wanted, and accordingly, taking the man who 
had brought him the news, he entered the city 


in the night time. Malichus ſoon came to him, 
and ſeemed vaſtly ſorrowful for Antipater, 


ntioned Ant. L. 14. C. 11. That he reigned three Years and fix months, though bis. 
gan in the ſeventh Month. Joſephus is in the right to begin his Reign from his 
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the tribunes under him private or 
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Herod, in return, made a ſhow of the ſame 


concern, though he had much ado to ſtifle his 
reſentment. He ſent Caſſius, who had too 
many juſt (1) reaſons to hate Malighas, a let- 
ter, in which he made heavy complaint about 
the death of his father. Caſſus not only 
wrote an anſwer back to Herod's letter, to 
revenge the murther of his father, but gave 

de 'S, to aſ- 


ſiſt Herod in the execution of ſo juſt a deſign. 


. © Herod, finding, on Caſſius's having taken 


Laodicæa, all the princes and chief men buſied 
in thrcnging to him, carrying him crowns and 
preſents, thought he had a fine opportunity 


to put his revenge in action. Malichus, who 


was now at Tyre, was in a terrible fear; he 


. medirated means to get his ſon, who remained 
as an hoſtage with the citizens, privately out 


of their hands, and then got ready to fly him- 


ſelf into Fudea. But the little hopes he had 


of ſucceeding in his arms, made him reſolve 
on. higher ſchemes; for finding Cates em- 
ployed in a war againſt Anthony, he had a 
ſtrong opinion he ſhould be able to induce the 
Fews to revolt from the Romans, and then by 
removing Hyrcanus, which was no difficult 
matter, to make himſelf king. 


- Pravivs Jostenvs 
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But all the pleaſing hopes and bold dene 
he had 3 , * unſucceſsful "gns 
abortive ; for Herod, finding what he aim'd at. 
ave him and Hyrcanus an invitation to par 
take of an entertainment with him; a While 
after he called one of his ſervants who ſtood by 
him, and ſent him through a pretence of pete 
ting the ſupper ready, but the real deſign was 
to tell the tribunes immediately to prepare 
themſelves; they, ſoon recalling to mind the or- 
ders Caſſius ha before given them, appeared 
ſword 1n hand on the ſhore before the town 
where they ſurrounded Malichus, and cover. ; 
ing him with wounds, killed him. Hyrcanus 
extreamly ſurprized at the ſuddennefs of the 
action, preſently fell on the ground; co- 
ming by degrees to himſelf, asked, who haq 
murthered Malichus. One of the tribune 
anſwered, Caſſius, who commanded it. Caggus 
then, ſaid Hyrcanus, who hath taken away 
the life of a traitor, hath ſaved me and my 
country from him, who gaſped at the tryin 
of both, But whether theſe words were the 
reſult of his real opinion, or whether fear 
made him approve of the action, is uncertain, 
but it is true, Herod revenged himſelf on Ma- 
lichus in this manner. . N 


CHAP. MI. 


Felix ;s defeated by Phaſael, and Antigonus by Herod: The Jews accuſed Phaſzel and 
HNerod; Anthony acquits them, and makes them Tetrarchs, | | 


— 
* 


N Crffns leaving Syria Hieroſolyma 

broke out again into a violent (edition, 
by means of Felix, who ſet upon Phaſael with 
his army, pretending to revenge the death of 
Malichus, and throwing the blame on him, 
which belonged to Herod. Herod was now 
with Fabius at Damaſcus, and longed to aſſiſt 
his brother, but was hindered through indiſ- 
poſition of body. In the mean time, Fhaſael 
got the better of Fabius, and charg'd Hyrcanus 


with the ingratitude done him, in aiding Felix, 


and ſuffering Malichus's brother to ſeize on ſe- 
veral caſtles; which was no more than true, 
for he had ſeveral in his hands, and among 
them, Maſada, the beft fortified of all. | 
Notwithſtanding, every thing proved inſuf- 
ficient to guard him againſt the force of Herod, 
who, as ſoon as he recovered, regained ſeveral 


of his holds, and drove him out of Maſſada. 


Beſides, he drove out of Galilee, Marion, the 
governor of the Tyrianus, who had got three 
caſtles into his hands, and gave all the 7yri- 
ans he had taken priſoners their lives, preſent- 
ing ſome with gifts, and permitting them to 
depart, which procured him the love of the city. 
and increaſed their hatred to Marion. Caffius 
had inveſted Marion with his government, who 
had ſeized on all Syria, by means of his crea- 
tures under him; his hatred to Herod made 


(1) Caſſius, as has been hinted above, hated Malichus for the Remiſſneſs he ſhewed in colleivs 
Money, and the Deſire he had to work a change, 


him aſſiſt Antigonus, Ariftobulus's ſon, but 
chiefly Fabius, who had been won over by Au- 
tigonts's money to aid him, ſpurred: him on to 
it. Beſides, Ptolomy his kinſman ſupported 
him with all manner of neceſlaries. 

Herod happening to engage them in the very 
entrance of Fudea, proved the victor, and, 
forcing Antiponns to take to his heels, returned 
back to Hiero/olyma, where his extraordinary 
valour in the late encounter procured him an 
hearty welcome ; for thoſe who before but 
little liked him, now ſeeing the affinity be- 
tween him and Hyrcanus, threw themlelves 
under his protection. He had married a fit 
wife, named Doris, a foreigner, but a noble 
woman, and had had a ſon by her, named i- 
tipater ; but his ſecond ſpouſe was Mariam, 
the Daughter of Alexander, the ſon of Ari. 
bulus, and Niece of Hyrcanus by his daug- 


ter's fide, by which he became nearly allied to 


the king. | 
Caſſius being defeated at Philippi, Ceſar de- 
parted into ah, and Authony into la, 
where ſeveral cities ſending their amba adors 
to him at Bithynia, the chief men among * 
Jews came alſo thither to accuſe Phaſae al 
Herod. In their circumſtances they alle 3 
that they had the government by violence, 
and that Hyrcanus had no more than the hono” 


the 


raty 


tary title of a King. Herod took care not to 


be out of the way, and with the large ſüms of 
money he gave Anthony, gained his intereſt ſo 
ar, as not to admit his enemies to an audience, 
but diſmiſs them without a hearing. 


, . 
. 


After this, a hundred of the principal Jews 


went to Anthony, who was at this time revel- 
ling in Cleopatra's arms at Daphne in Antio- 
chia, and making thoſe of the greateſt dignity 
and addreſs among them their conductors, they 

reforred an accuſation againft the brothers, 
Meſſala, at the importunity of Hyrcanus, who 
conſidering the affinity between him and Herod 
ſtood up for him, ſpoke in their defence. After 
both ſides had been heard, Anthony put the 
queſtion to Hyrcanus, and asked him, whom 
he thought worthier to govern. He preferring 
Herod and his friends to the others, Anthony 
was glad at it, (having formerly entered into 


a ſtrict friendſhip with Hyrcanus their father, 


who, at the time he paſſed over with Gabinius 
into 7144a, received him with great humanity 
and reſpect) and made them two tetrarchs, 
iving them abſolute liberty to exerciſe juriſ- 
1 over all Fugea. . | 
Anthony, ſeeing the ambaſſadors not well 
pleaſed with his proceedings, impriſoned fif- 


54Þ 
teen of them, whom. he would have put to 
death, and ſhamefully diſmiſſed the others, this 
occaſioned greater heart-burnings than before 
at Hieroſolyma. In conſequence of which, they 
deputed a thouſand ambaſſadors to, go to A- 
thony at Tyre, who had thoughts of attacking. 
Hieroſolyma; theſe raiſing a violent ſtir, he 
ſent the governor of Tyre to them, with orders. 
to puniſh every one he took, and confirm thoſe 
in the government he had made tetrarchs. 
Add to this, Herod, in company with Hyr- 
canus, went with them as far as the ſhore, ad- 
viſing them to beware they did not make 
themſelves the authors of their own deſtruc- 
tion, or kindle a war in the bowels of their 
country, by their foolith and inconſiderate di - 
viſions. But they perſiſting rather in a greater 
rage, Anthony ſent a company of men at arms, 
who ſlew ſeveral of them, and wounded others. 
Hyrcanus buried the dead, and. condeſcended 
to have the wounds of the others taken care 
of, Notwithſtanding, thoſe who eſcaped could 
not keep themſelves within bounds, but en- 
raged Anthony to ſo violent a degree, by the 
commotions they raiſed in the city, that he 
2 thoſe he had in priſon to be put to 
death. | 8 


CHAP. XII. 


Thc Parthians bring back Hyrcanus into Judza, and impriſon Antigonus and Phaſael. 
Herod flies, Hieroſolyma ig ſack'd, The Suffering of Hyrcanus and Phaſael. 


(1) TY O years after this, when Barza= 

| 2 the Part hi an ſatrapate, and 
Pacorus the king's ſon, had ſeized on Syria, 
Dſanias, who ſucceeded his father Ptolomy, 
the ſon of Mennæas, in the government, per- 
ſuaded the ſatrapate with a promiſe of a thou- 


ſand talents, and five hundred women, to re- 


ſtore Antigonus to the kingdom, and dethrone 
Hyrcamus. Pacorus, won by the promiſe, took 
his march along the ſea coaſts, and ordered 
Barzapharnes to break through the inland 
country. Pacorus, though the citizens of Pro- 
lomais and Sidon received him, met with op- 
polition from the (a) Tyrians of the maritime 
towns ; finding this, he gave one of his cup- 
bearers, of the ſame name with him, a party 
of horſe, with orders to break into Judæa, to 
ſee the motions of the enemy, and, if occaſion 
required, to aſſiſt Antigonns. . 

Carmel falling a prey to their depredations, 
a great many Fews reſorted to Autigonus, who 
demonſtrated great readineſs to make an ir- 
tuption with him: He ſent them before him to 


a place called Drymus, to ſeize on that part 
of the country, where happening to engage, 
the enemy were routed, and 100 whereupon 
they marched back to Hieroſolyila, encreating 
conſiderably as they went, by numbers falling 
in with them, and in that order went to the 
palace, where Hyrcanns and Phaſael received 
them with great vigour. A battle being be- 
zun in the market- place, Herod and his men 
Level the enemy to fly, and ſhut them up in 
the temple, es ſix hundred men in the 
ad joining houſes to watch them. But the people 
roſe againſt the brothers, attacked them, an 


burnt the houſes and men together; the deaths 


of ſo many perſons extteamly enraged Herod, 
who fell furiouſly upon the people, flew a great 
number of them, which was attended with 
ſome deſtruction or other eyery day, by the 
diviſions and animoſities of the oppoſite fac- 
en,. I. . | 

The feaſt of pentecoſt approaching, every 
place abour the'temple, and all the city, was 
filled with people our of the country, and 


AY For Pacorus and Barzapharnes ſeized on Syria, two Years from Anthony's coming 555 Aſia, at the 
lire of Labienus. Beſide, Ptolomy was dead, and his Son and Suecceſſor Lyſanias, by the Mediation of 


ls Satrapate, ſtruck up a 


League of Alliance with Antigonus. See Ant. 1. 14. c. 13. Afterwards L.y{a- 


dias, as Joſephus writes in this lace, or, according to Ant. I. 14. c. 13. Antigonus, meaning both by their 


Joint Aſſiſtance, 
(2) Aſter the 


Others who joined 
of Pacorus 


P. 372, 
49. 


made the Parthians undertake to bring back Antigonus. Aldrich. | 
Death of Saxas, all Syria ſubmitted, to Pacorus ; but the reſt of the Romans, and the 
them, ſeized an Tyre before-hand, and could not, by any Perſuaſions cr forcible Means 
(for the Parthians had no Ships) be reduced to his Obedience, as is witnefled by Dio, I. 48. 
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arms. Phaſael ſecured the walls, and Herod, 
with'a few choſen men, defended the palace ; 
the undiſciplined mob were preſently ſet upon 


on the north ſide of the city, and a great 


many ſlain ;/ every one took to their heels, 
ſome. fled into the city, others into the temple, 


and ſome were driven and cooped into the 
valley on the ont-fide. Antigonus, finding 


things run into theſe extreams, begged that 
Pacorus might mediate the differences, and be 
let into the city. Phaſael, yielding to the re- 
queſt, gave liberty for him and five hundred 
men to be let into the town, thinking he came 
to adjuſt grievances, but the truth was, to af- 
fiſt Antigonus. Phaſael, over- reached by the 
Parthian, was obliged by him to go in quality 
of ambaſſador to Barzapharnes, in order to 
terminate the war, though Herod ſtrenuouſly 
diſſuaded him from it, and advifed him to put 
the traitor immediately to death, and not 
ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed on, or unwarily 
raken, for the Barbarians never kept any 
honour, and were naturally perfidious. Pa- 
corus, to make the cheat as little diſcoverable 
as. could be, took Hy:canus with him, and 
left (1) ſome horſe, who were called Elenihe- 
rians, with Herod, but carried Phaſacl with 
the reſt away. 


When they came into Galilee, they found 


the country up in arms, and ready to revolt. 
However, they went to the ſatrapate, with 
a cunning addrefs, and begged him to leok 
over their deſigns by uſing them friendly; in 
compliance to this requeſt, he firſt gave them 
preſents, and then laid his ſchemes againſt 
them as ſoon as they had turned their backs ; 
they were no ſooner got to a certain place 
called Ecdippon, but they ſmelt the treachery. 
They heard here of the promiſe of a thouſand 
talents, and the oath Antigonus had made the 
Parthians to procure them five hundred wo- 
men, the major part of whom were to be na- 
tives of his country; that every night they 
laid in wait for them, and had they not been 
taken ſo before, they had waited till Herod 
ſhould be apprehended in Hreroſolyma, which 
had he known, and been ſenſible of, he would, 
probably, have provided to his own ſecurity. 
All this was not a meer ſtory, for they ſoon 
were eye-witneſſes of - ſcouts planted pretty 
near them, Notwithſtanding this prewarning, 
and the long entreaties Offellus made uſe of 
to make him withdraw, who had been fully 
acquainted from Saramalla, the richeſt perſon 
among the Tyrians at that time, with the 
whole deſign; yet Pha/ael could not ſuffer 
himſelf to abandon Hyrcanns, but going di- 
rectly to the ſatrapate, he upbraided him to 
his mouth with his treachery, and that money 
had made him the moft perfidious man living, 


- (1) The Parthians have not, as other Nations, an 


_ Fr avivs:JosErny 8 T%3 
N whe, for the general part, came in 
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and promiſed him a larger ſum ſor his life, 
than Antigonus had offered him for the king. 
dom: The Parthian uſed a great deal of arti. 
fice to ſtand the charge, and having uſed abun. 
dance of oaths and imprecations to excuſe him. 
ſelf, went to Pacorys ; but as ſoon as he was 
our of ſight, ſome of the Parthians who ſtaid 
behind, who had private orders for it, ſeized 
Phaſael and Hyrcanns, who were aſtoniſhed at 
their perfidy and perjury. 1995 
All this while a cupbearer (who had been 
diſpatched on the errand) was buſy at work to 
take Herod, through a pretext of amuſing him 
out of the walls, as he had been charged. But 
he had had all along ſuſpicions of the Barla- 
rians, and juſt then had heard the letters, no- 
tifying their treachery, were fallen into their 
hands, which made him refuſe going out, 
though Pacorus gave him a plauſible reaſon 
enough, which was to meet the meſſenger who 
brought the letters, which the enemy. had not 
ſeized, nor was there any ſiniſter deſign in his 
asking him, but that the letters only contained 
the brave deportment of Phaſael. But Herod 
had already heard that his brother Phaſz: 
was apprehended, and Aariamne, Hyrcanus's 
daughter, and a very wiſe lady, came and 
begged him neither to ſtir foot out of the 
town, or truſt himſelf to the Barbarians, who 
were plotting his manifeſt deſtruction. 

While Pacorus and his partizans were yet 
deliberating how to execute their ſcheme, and 
reflecting on the impoſſibility openly to cit- 
cumvent a man of ſuch conſummate prudence, 
Herod, unknown to his enemies, got together 
his neareſt friends, and made his eſcape that. 
night into Idumæa, which the Parthians no 
ſooner heard of, but they purſued them. Heros, 
to avoid any ill conſequences, ordered his mo- 
ther and fiſter, the young lady he was affianced 
to, her mother and youngeſt brother, to pro- 
ceed on in their journey, and he, with the 
aſſiſtance of his ſervants, very judiciouſly beat 
back the Barbarians, and, on their attacking 
them, ſlew ſeveral of them, and then took up 
his quarters in the caſtle of Maſſada. 

But the greateſt obſtruction he met in his 
flight was from the Fews, who exceeded the 
Parthians, and gave him continual diſturbance: 
When he was ſcarce got above threeſcore ſur- 
longs from the city, they had a pretty long 
and obſtinate fight with him ; but having 75 
r fortune on his ſide, and happening 

ill a great number of them, he built 4 05 
of ground in memory of the advantage 
had gained there, and adorned it with 4 mag 
nificent palace, and a ſtrong caſtle, an. 
Herodion after his own name. In . 
he was daily joined by great numbers, a0 n 
brother Fo/eph met at Aretheſſa ot aan. 


Joſepbh adviſed him to leſſen the number of his 


Army of Freemen, but the Majority of their Forces 


conſiſts of Slaves. When Anthony carried his Arms into Parthia, they met him with Fitty thouland Ti) 
of whom Four hundred were only Freemen; they continue always upon Horſeback ; they fight, , 


their public as well as private Affairs, fit, traffick and di'courle upon them; the Pitference 2323 Juſtus 
and Slaves Ws drag is this, that the Slaves walk on Foot, and the Freemen ride on Horſe a6 a | 


41. 2, 3. Aldric „ 


* * 


Freemen 


— 


follo wers, 
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wers, by telling him, that ſo great a 
2 of — as nine thouſand, eould 
not be contained in Meſſada. Herod took 
his counſel, and all thoſe who were too old 
to be of any. ſervice, he. ſent into difterent 
places of Idumæa, and allowed them money 
to bear the expences of their journey; but 
with thoſe who were of ſervice, and had 
ſtrength, and whom he kept with him, he 
got fately to Maſſada, where leaving fourſcore 
to guard the women, and a ſufficient ſupply of 
neceſſaries to ſtand aut a ſiege, he marched to 
Petra in Arabia. | | 

The Parthians, in the mean while, plun- 
dered Hieroſolyma of all the effects they 
found, and broke into the houſes of thoſe who 
had abandoned them, and ſtript the palace of 
all, except three hundred talents of Hyrcanus, 
which they did not touch; they were vaſtly 
baulked in -their hopes, for Herod had taken 
cire to be before hand with them, and had ſent 
to Idumæa the richeſt and moſt valuable of his 
goods, which all his relations had likewiſe done. 
The Parthians, in the havock they made, pro- 
ceeded to ſuch lengths, as to fill all the country 
with terrible warfare; and unparalled cruel- 
ties; the city of the Mariſſeans was effectual- 
ly demoliſhed, Antigonus was made king, 
and Phaſael and Hyrcanus ſurrendered to him 
to be tortured, Hyrcanus falling on his 
knees before him, Antigonus cut off his ears, 
that he might no more, provided things ſhould 
chop about again, perform the functions of 
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the prieſthood; for a prieſt was to have his 
ears. | þ 

But the bravery of Phaſael prevented the. 
aim of Antigonas upon him, who, having not 
ſufficient room in his chains, and his hands 
being cloſely manacled, daſhed his brains out 
againſt the wall of his priſon, By this action 
he ſufficiently made known he was the true bro- 
ther of Herod, (and that Hyrcanus was coward- 
ly to the laſt degree,) for he ended his laſt mo-' 
ments with a ſurprizing bravery, and made it 
appear by his laſt exit, that he had done no 
more than what was agreeable to the noble at- 
chievements of his former life. But we are told 
by ſome, that he recovered of this terrible 
blow he gave himſelf, but that Antigonus ſent 

a ſurgeon, through a pretence of healing him, 
who applied poiſonous plaiſters to the wound, 
and killed him; but let which will of the two 
be true, the beginning 1s certainly very glo- 
rious ! Laſtly, they acquaint us, that before 
he died, a certain woman told him that his 
brother Herod had eſcaped his enemies; upon 
which he ſaid, Now I depart with a willing 
mind, becauſe I leave the revenger of my in- 
juſtice behind me alive. 

This was the cataſtrophe of Phaſ/ael; the 

Parthians were diſappointed in the article of 
the women, though they greatly longed for 
them; however, they favoured Anutigonus with 
the government of Hieroſolyma, and carried 
away Hyrcanus priſoner with them into 
Parthia. | | 


CHAP. MV. 


Herod is driven out of Arabia, goes to Rome, where, by Anthony and Czfar's In- 
tereſt, he is made Ling. | * 


E RO D made the more haſte into 

Arabia, as he thought to gain money 
of the king, while his brother was yet alive, 
which was the only article he hoped would ſur- 
mount the avaritious temper of the Parthians. 
He conſidered, ſhould the Arabian not bear 
in mind the antient "friendſhip between his 
father and him, and prove ſo ungenerous as 
not to give him any, he might | 
lo far with him, as to borrow the price of 
his brother's ranſom, by ſetting his ſon as a 
pledge for payment. And for this end he 
took his ſon, a youth of ſeven years old, 
with him, having. reſolved to give three 


hundred talents, and propoſing the Tyrians to- 


negotiate and interceed in the buſineſs. But 


fate withſtood Herod's deſign, for the death of 


his brother Phaſael rendered vain his efforts 
to ſerve him: He found the Arabian king's 
1endihip on a tottering foundation, for Ma- 
lichus ſent meſſengers to meet him, with or- 
ders to bid him retire immediately back out 
of his country, - pretending the Parthians 


et ſucceed 


thoſe perſons he had left there. 


were the cauſe of his ſending ſuch a meſſage, 
who had deputed ambaſladors to him with a re- 
queſt to drive him out of Arabia; but Mali- 
chus's real intentions were never to pay the debt 
he owed to Antipater, or liſten to any remon- 
ſtrance that tended to aſſiſt, in return for the 
favours he had received, his children, now for- 
tune frowned upon them. Beſide, he had per- 
ſons about him, who adviſed him to this unge- 
nerous proceeding, and were ready to fallify 
Antipater's depolit ; theſe were the chief men 
in his kingdom. | 

Herod, finding the Arabians his enemies, in 
an affair he thought to have found them his 
friends, returned the meſlage an anſwer ſuit- 
able to his ſorrow, and bent his journey to 
Egypt ; when it began to grow dark, he ſtept 
to a country temple, to take along with them 
| 1he next day 
arriving at (a) Rhinocolura, he received there 
the news of his brother's death, and having 


given way a while to his juſt grief, he (7) 


reſumed heart, and proceeded on in his journey 


— 


of 00 Ehinocolura was a Phænician City, and Diodorus E 38. ſays, it was ſo called from the ſlit Noſes 


the Inhabitants. 
(% This Paſſage may be 


turned thus, Cumque dolorum inde quantum potuit accepiſſet, conſumpta ægritu- 


Journ: And after he had given as great a Looſe to his Concern as he was able, he proceeded on his 
ney after he had pent his Grief z this comes neareſt ta the Tranſlation of Rufinus, 


the 
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the Arabian, in the mean time, repenting of 


what he had done, ſent after Herod meſſengers . 


with the utmoſt expedition, to call back him 
whom he had fo ignominiouſly treated. But 
Herod was at too great diſtance, having already 
reached Pelnfum, where, meeting with a re- 
fafat from the maſters of the ſhips that lay in 
the harbour to give him paſſage, he went to 
make his complaint to the governors of the 
rown; they, paying a due deference to the 
name and dignity of ſo great a perſon, had him 
carried down to Alexandria. On his making 
his entrance into the city, Cleopatra received 
him very civily, being full of hope to gain him 
over to her deſigns, but he, ſhutring his ears 
ro the prayers and ſolicitations of rhe queen, 
and, without any concern, either for the boiſ- 
rerous weather, or the (a) commotions in Itah, 
ſet fail for Rome. 


He was in danger of his life near Pamphylia, 


where the greateſt part of the lading was forced 
to be thrown over-board, and with great dif- 
ficulty got with life to Rhodes, which was 
rerribly harraſſed with the war then carrying 
on againſt Caffns, where he was received by 
his friends, Prolomy and Sappinius; and though 
he greatly wanted money, he built a large (%) 
veſt, on which embarking with his friends, he 
weighed anchor thence, and ſtruck on Brundy- 
ſium, from whence marching directly to Rome, 
he went to Anthony the firſt perſon of all, on 


account of the old acquaintance between him 


and his father Antipater, and laid open a pa- 
thetic account of his and his family's mistor- 
tunes and ſufferings, and that, leaving the near- 
eſt friends he had in the world, in a caſtle 
blocked up with a ſiege, he had ſtemmed the 
raging deep, and undergone the inclemency of 
the weather, to throw himſelf at his feet. 


Fravivs Josrenvs 


Bock I. 
The ſurprizing change in Herod*s cireumſtan- 
ces was too powerful not to move Ait hony 
with pity, when he brought to mind the dif. 
intereſted friendſhip of his father Anti: ater . 
but the extraordinary virtue of the perſon who 
ſtood betore him, was a conſideration not to be 
diſregarded; wherefore he propoſed to him 
to have him declared king, whom he had be. 
fore made a tetrarch : This was owing to a ge- 
fire he had to gratify Herod on one ſide, and 
ſhow his hatred to Antigonns on the other, 
whom he took to be a ſeditious prince, and an 
avowed enemy to the Romans. Beſides, he 
found Cz/ar in a readier temper than himſcl; 
to promote Herod's intereſt, who bore a gene- 
rous remembrance of his father Antipater's mi- 
litary conduct, and the a&ons he had atchicy'q 
in Egypt in company with his father; not for- 
getting at the ſame time, his great hoſpitali:y 
and kindneſs, and having an eye over Herca's 
own ſurprizing virtue. In conſequence heref, 
the ſenate was convened, and Herod being in- 
troduced, firſt Meſſala, and after him Attrati- 
nus recounted, by way of harangue, the ſer- 
vices Antipater his father had done the Romans, 
proving at the ſame time, that A tigauys was 
an enemy to the ſtate, in his late diſpute, and 
in his having received the kingdom from the 
Parthians, m contempt, and to the diſhonour 
of the Romans. This awakening the ſenate, 
Anthony roſe up, and ſaying, that it was for 
the intereſt of the Parthian war to make Herod 
a king, every one agreed to it. When the ſe- 
nate broke up, Herod was conducted without 
between Anthony and Ceſar, who were pre- 


ceeded by the conſuls and other magiſtrates to 


the capitol, to offer ſacrifice, and regiſter the 
decree therein. f 


CHAP. . . 
Antigonus lays Siege to the Perſons blocked up in Maſſada. Herod returns from Rome 


_ and delivers them 


Sum of Money. 


A LL this time Antigonus laid cloſe fi 

F do the perſons who were blocked up in 
the caſtle of Maſſada ; they had ſtore of all 
manner of proviſions but water, which they 
extremely wanted: Joſeph, Herod's brother, 


hearing Malichus, the Arabian, had repented of 


his uſage to Herod, reſolved to eſcape with 
two hundred into his dominions; and he had 
immediately put his deſign in execution, had 
not It chanced to have rained the night he 
determined to break out, very plentifully ; for 
their ciſterns being filled with water, they had 
no longer any thoughts of making their eſcape, 
but ſallying out on Antigonus's men, what by 


(a) Rufinus ſays not one Word of the Commotions in Italy. 
hindred Herod, which were, the Commotions in Italy, and the Seaton of the Lear. I ſay, 


; afterwards marches up to Hieroſolyma, and wins Silo with a 


open encounter, what by ambuſcades, they ſlew 
a great number of them: Yer all things did 
not anſwer their expectations, for they, ſome- 
times ſuſtaining the loſs on their ſide, were for- 
ced to draw their heads in. | 
During theſe tranſactions, Ventidius, the Ro. 
man general, came to drive the Patrhians out 
of Syria, and afterwards marched in Fadea, pre- 
tending to aſſiſt Joſeph, but in fact to ſqueer* 
a ſum of money out of Antigonus ; with i 
view, hovering about Hieroſohhma, anc * 
ving recewed the money he wanted, he wo 
off the greater part of his forces, but left 
with another army, for fear if he had dra 


Joſephus mentions two 7 2 Year, rot 


(as ſome are of Opinion) the Weather of the Sky; but this Queſtion relates to the Editor of the Antiquit!®- 


Aldrich. 


(4) 'Tis faid Ant. L. 14. C. 14. that he bought it with his Money. 


all 


Bobk-1. 


all if he ſhould make too open a diſcoyery of 
ain: However, Antigonus was in hopes the 
Parthians would ſtill aſſiſt him; and took care 
to ſooth and careſs S all the while, that he 
might not detriment the views he had, _ 
Jiered landing at Ptolomais, in his return 
from Italy, and having got together a pretty 
numerous army, compoſed chiefly of foreigners 
and his own countrymen, he took his march 
through Galilee, ro meet Antigonus, being aſ- 
ſited by. Ventidius and Silo, whom Dellins, 
at the orders of Anthony, who had ſent him 
for that purpoſe, adviſed to aſſiſt Herod in 


bringing him back: Ventidius reſolved to ter- 


minate the troubles which the Parthians had 
occaſioned in the ſeyeral cities; but S, be- 
ing corrupted with a ſum ot money Antigons 
gave him, kept himſelt in Fadea. Notwith- 
ſtanding, Herod wanted no aſſiſtance, for in 
his march he received conſiderable ſupplies, 
which daily came in to him, and all Ga/iee, ex- 
cept a ſew, ſtood. for him. But his greateſt 
care was to win Maſſaga,. and deliver his re- 
lations from the ſiege. But Foppe. gave him 
inſurmountable difficulties ; for this city, as it 
was againſt him, was firſt to be reduced, to 
kinder his enemies from having a place of ſo 
great defence behind him, while he marched u 
to Hieroſolyma. Beſides, Silo willingly embra- 
ced theſe ſchemes, having now a (a) fair pre- 
tence to move off his army: The Fews were 
not backward in following him, but Herod, 
with an handful of his men, obliged them to 
fly, and ſaved S, who made bur a poor and 
weak defence, 8 8 
Some time after this, Foppe fell a ſpoil to 
his arms, upon which he haſtened to give the 
beſieged in Maſſada his aſſiſtance, and try to re- 
lieve them; ſeveral of his countrymen through 
reſpect to his father, others reflecting on his 
own perſonal worth, ſome willing to make re- 
taliation to both of them for favours received, 
and a great many, laſtly, through hopes of his 
once becoming their certain king, joined his 
arms; by which means his forces were increaſed 
do a very conſiderable number. In his march 
Antigonus laid in wait for him, by ſeizing on 
the moſt convenient poſts, and throwing ſecret- 
iy {oldiers into them, but the annoyance he 
gave him was of little or no ſignificancy. Af- 
ter he had delivered his family from the ſiege 
o Maſſada, which he did with great facility, 
and had taken Repa, he marched directly up to 
eroſolyma, where Silo's troops, and a great 
number of the citizens, who were terrified at 
his power, joined him. 8 
'er0d having encamped himſelf at the weſt 
ide of the city, the ſcouts who had been 
Planted | there, «poured their arrows and darts 
apon him, and gave him great diſturbance ; 
bur others running in throngs, put themſelves 
into poſture of battle, and ſtood upon their own 
deence. Herod finding this, ordered procla- 


6 (2) But $;7 
im, joined hi Troops to Herod's 
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mation to be made round the walls, that his 
coming was entirely for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, and the ſafety of the city, and that he 
had no deſign to puniſh even his proſeſt ene- 


mies, but Frans an amneſty to the ill practices 


of his worſt adverſaries againſt him. But An 
tigonus's faction roaring out ſo loudly, that 
the heralds could not be heard, or any one 
have time to alter his reſolution, were ordered 
to drive the enemy from the walls; upon 
which pouring from their towers their ar- 
rows down upon them, they forced them to 
J 12 5 # 
Sido plainly now diſcovered that he had been 
corrupted with money ; for, on his ſoldiers 
exclaiming for want of proviſions, and de- 
manding money to buy ſome, requiring to be 
led into convenient places to winter in, alledg- 
ing the lands round about the city were en- 
tirely ravaged, every thing being taken away 
by Autigonus's ſoldiers, he moved up his army, 
and made a pretence to draw off. But Herod 
preſenting himſelf to the officers under Slo, 
and his ſoldiers, begged they would not aban- 
don him, who had ſo lately been ſent. by 
Ceſar and Anthony, for he would that very 
day relieve them from their neceſlities ; and, 
having ſo ſaid, he immediately went into the 
country, and brought back with him ſo large 
a quantity of proviſions, that he took from 
Silo any pretence of drawing off; and havin 
a near conſideration, that the ſoldiers for the 
time to come, ſhould not be ſtreightened, he 
ordered the citizens of Samaria, which had 
yielded to him, to bring wine and oil, and 
corn and theep to Hericho. When Antig onus 
heard of theſe ſteps, he ſent meſſengers 
throughout the country, to give orders for 
itopping the men employed in this buſineſs; 
theſe orders were ſtrait way put in execution, 
and a large number of men at arms aſſembled 
at Hiericho, who poſted themſelves in ſeveral 


places about the mountains, to watch the mo- 


tions of thoſe who carried the proviſions: Not- 
withitanding, Herod in the mean while was 
not inactive, but taking up ten cohorts, five 


of which were Romans, the other five Fews, 


among whom were mercenaries and horſe, he 
marched to Hiericho, where he found the cit 


abandoned by its inhabitants, and five hundred 


men witli their wives and children in poſſeſſion 


of the caſtle, whom he took and ſent away: 
But the Romans broke into the other part of 


the town, and, finding the houſes ſtored with 


all manner of riches, ſackt it. The king, leaving 


a garriſon in Hiericho, returned, and ſent the 
Romans to winter in thoſe towns of. Idumæa, 


Galilee, and Samaria, which had ſurrendered 
themſelves. Add to this, Antigonus having 


won over Slo with a ſum of money, and wil- 
ling to curry favour with Anthony, begged 


him to receive into Ly4da part of the Roman 
forces. | 


9, glad he had found a Pretence of defendins himſelf, becauſe the Jews were very hot, aſter 
18 


the Nick of T. s, who with, an Handful of his Men making an Irruption upon them, in 
Mines **j 15 ey them to fly, and ſnatched 8 from imminent Danger, who made but a faint Re- 
* a ans.” 55 1 4h : 
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'Fiavivs Jostymus 
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1 


Herod rakes Sepphoris, and ſubdues tbe Robbers, who hid themſelves in their lurk: 


ing Holes; afterwards he puniſhes * e e * 255 goes Oy, 


who was beſieging Samaſata. 


HE Romans being in a profound peace, 
lived in a very plenteous and happy 
manner. But Herod could obtain no reft, but 
ſent his brother Fo/eph to hinder any innova- 
tions of Antigonus, with two thoufand foot 
and four hundred horſe. With theſe he ſeized 
upon Idumæa, while Herod marched into Gali- 
lee to take the reſt of the fortified towns there, 
and drive Antigonus's garriſons out of them; 
having firſt taken care to ſend over into Sama- 
ria, into a place of ſafety, his mother and o- 
ther relations, whom he had delivered from the 
ſiege of Maſſada. p 
n his coming up to Sepphoris, he took it 
with great eaſe, though it ſnowed very bitter- 
ly all the while; for the garriſon had abandon- 
ed the town before he made any attack upon 
it : And having refreſhed his army, who were 


very much harraſſed with the inclement wea- 


ther, with the plentiful proviſions he found 
there, he led them againſt the robbers, 'who 
reſided in caverns and dens, and who com- 
mitted terrible 'cruelties on the inhabitants, 
by the depredations they made over the great- 
eſt part of the country, which reſembled the 
fury of a civil war. Herod, diſpatching before 
him three companies of foot, and one of horſe, 
to Arbela, he came up himſelf with the reſt 
of his army in forty days; this incurſion did 
not frighten the enemy, who, depending on the 
skill of their warriors, and the kerceneſs of 
the robbers, came out in arms ro meet them. 


The battle being joined, the enemies right 
forced 'Herod's left to give ground and fly; 


but Zzrod, drawing quickly out his right wing, 
not only relieved his left which was in diſtreſs, 
but brought them back, and made ſo furious an 
attack on the purſuers, that, unable to ſuſtain 
their terrible blows, they precipitately ran 
away. | 

Herod purſued them with a great ſlaughter 
as far as the river Jordan; a great number 
were made a ſacrifice to his revenge, and the 
reſt, getting over the river, took different ways, 
and fled. Galilee, by this means, was 'freed 


from its apprehenſions of fears, except from 
thoſe who remained in their lurking places, 
which obliged Herod to ſtay longer in the 
country to ſubdue them. Herod diſtributed a 
hundred and fifty ſilver drachms to each of his 


ſoldiers, but more in proportion to his officers, 
as the firſt fruits of their labour, and then or- 
dered them into winter quarters. At the fame 
time, he gave commands to his youngeſt bro- 


ther Pheroras to look after the market tolls, 


and wall about Alexandrium; both which he 
took care to perform. 

At the time Anthony was at Athens, Venti- 
dins ſent orders to S and Herod, to compoſe 
tinſt rhe affairs of Fudca, and then come and 


join him in his Parthian expedition. Heres 
rany ſent Silo to Ventidius, but matched 
himſelf - againſt the robbers, who preſetved 
themſelves in their dens. Theſe dens were in 
ſteep mountains, inacceſſible on every fide 
and the paths that led to them were intricate 
and very narrow, and rocks from their mouths 
deſcended in a long and craggy declivity 
overlooking prodigious deep vales : The king, 
perceiving the difficulty 'of the enterpriza, 
was ſome time at a loſs what to do, but at 
laſt hit upon a very dangetous expedient; he 
let down by ropes ſome of his ſtouteſt men to 
the mouths of the caverns, who put to death 
the robbers with their families, and burnt 
thoſe who made reſiſtance. Herod, de- 
ſirous to fave ſome of them, ordered his he- 
rald to bid them come out, yet none volunta- 
rily ſurrendered themſelves, and if they did 
by compulſion, yet they choſe death before 
ſlavery ; for an old man among them, who was 
the father of ſeven ſons, ſlew every one of 
them, on their begging with their mother, li- 
berty tro go out; the manner of their deaths 
was thus: The father ſtood in the entrance of 
his cave, and as each of his ſons came out, 
he cut off their heads, Herod ſaw this from an 
eminence, was ſorely troubled, and, with ſigus 
of great emotion and concern, reached out 
his hands to the old man, and deſired him to 
ſpare his ſons; but not all his entreaties could 
avail any thing with him, for, reproaching He- 
rod, and taxing him with meanneſs of his birth, 
after he had ſlain his ſons, he killed his wife; 
and then throwing their carcaſſes down the 
ſteep, he caſt himſelf headlong down after 
them. * 
Herod having thus ſubdued the caves, and 
the perſons within them, he left part of his 
army, ſufficient, as he thought, to quell the ſe. 
dition, under the command of Prolomy, and 
then, with an atmy of three thouſand foot, 
and fix hundred horſe, returned into 94714 
to meet Antigonus. Scarce had he turned his 
back, but the ſeditious in Galilee, embracing 
the opportunity, fell ſuddenly on Proton), 
and killed him, waſting the country, and then 
flying for ſhelter amongſt the fens, and er 
difficult places of "acceſs. Herod, hearing © 
| theſe tumults and commotions, haſtened to te- 
lieve his men, and flew a great number of the 
mutineers, and having ſet all the caſtles 1 
liberty, he laid a tribute of one hun 
talents on his enemies for the diſturbance 9 
had given. ; 1 Pa- 
The Parthians being driven out, an 


2 _ 7 | . us 1 
corus ſlain, Ventidius, by command o Hut hon], 
ſent a thouſand and two legions to alt 

; | > * 45 
Antigonus, by ſeveral letters, ſent to Macha! 
theſe auxiliarles, 


& Herod. 


| deſired 


who commanded him 
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him, on promiſe of a large ſum of money, to his enemy, but baniſhing his anger, he haſtened 
aſſiſt him, complaining of Herod's cruelty, and to Anthony, in order to accuſe him of the pre- 
rhe misfortunes he had expoſed the kingdom cipitate meaſures he had taken. But Mac hæras, 
to. Macheras concluded on the meſſage, reflecting on the inconſiderate ſteps he had fol- 
that the perſon who ſent to him was not to be lowed, followed the king, and with the many 
deſpiſed, but finding Herod willing to advance entreaties he made him, procured a reconcilia- 
more, he refuſed acting in the treachery, and tion; this, however, did not ſtop Herod from 
pretending a friendſhip for Herod, though he proceeding on in his journey to Anthony. But 
diſuaded him from this action, went to ſift in- when he heard that Anthony: was carrying on a 
to the ſituation of Antigonus; who, getting vigorous ſiege againſt Samaſata, a ſtrong town 
intelligence before hand with what deſign he near the Euphrates, he made more expedition 
came, ſhut the gates of the town againſt him, in his march, thinking a fine opportunity was 
and drove him as an enemy from the walls, thrown into his hands, to diſplay his courage, 
which made Mac hæras ſo aſhamed of his enter- and ſhow his loyalty. Upon his coming, he 
prize, that he withdrew to Herod at Ammaus, put an end to the ſiege, a great number of 
and in an enraged manner, for his ill ſucceſs, Barbarians loſing their lives, and a rich ſpoil 
fell upon all the Fews he met with, putting falling to his ſhare ; ſo that Antony, though he 
them to death without making any diſtinction, had before very much admired his proweſs, yet 
not even ſparing thoſe of Herod's party, but fu- now had more elevated ideas of his courage, 
riouſly raging againſt all, as if they had been of and. conſiderably more faith to belie ve he would 
Autigonus's fide. © be exalted to other honours and a kingdom; 
Herod brooking this uſage with reſentment, but king Antiochus, in the interim, was forced 
thought once to have drove away Macheras as to a ſurrender, 5 


„ xv 


Joſeph's Death, and Herod's Dream about him. His wonderful and repeated Pre- 
ſervation, He beheads Pappus, who put his Brother to Death, and ſends his Hea:! 
70 Pheroras. Soon after this, he beſieges Hieroſolyma, and marries Mariamne, 


URING theſe tranſactions, Herod's Mac hæras rebuilt the walls of a caſtle, called 
| affairs in Fudea were effectually ruined. Gittha ; but theſe occurrences were yet à ſe- 
He had left orders with his brother Jo/eph, cret to Herod. After the taking of Samaſata, 


who was his chief ſuperintendant, to act nothing Anthony ordered Soffins, whom he had made 
againſt Antigonus before his return; Macheras, 


governor of Syria, to affiſt Herod againſt Anti- 
from the plan of his late proceedings, could gonus, and then marched into Egypr, In con- 
not be relied on as a faithful ally; and Foſeph, ſequence of this command, ius diſpatched 
when he found his brother at a large diſtance before him two legions to ſuccour Herod, ad 

from him, without minding the commands left followed himſelf with the reſt of is army. 
him, marched directly to Jericho with five co- While Herod abode at Daphne of Antioch, 
borts, ſent him by Mac hæras. He took his * he had a dream that manifeſtly foretold his Bro- 
rout in the midſt of harveſt time, with a de- ther's death; the viſion diſturbing, him, he 
fign to ſpoil and rob them of their crop; but jumped our of bed, and the very moment meſ- 
his enemies falling upon him from the moun- ſengers ſtept into the room, and told him the 
tains, and other difficult poſts they had ſeized, news; having given a while a looſe to his ſor- 
be, after a brave and valiant reſiſtance, loſt his row, by bitter lamentations for what had'befal- 
life, and every ſoul of the Romans were cut len, he baniſhed the greateſt meaſure of his 
oft; for the cohorts were not, as had been the grief, and made haſte to meet his enemies; His 
ormer practice, raiſed out of Syria, nor were march was performed with the utmoſt expedi- 
amy veterans among them to aſſiſt the raw and tion, and when he came to Libanus, he obtain- 
undiſciplined men. | ed a reinforcement of eight hundted of the in- 
The victory which Antigonus gained, did not habitants of the mouptgin, and one legion of 
latisty his ambition, but his reſentment was ſo Romans, which he colletted there; with theſe, 
untractable, that he uſed the dead body of Fo- without waiting for the morning, he made an 
eph with great indignity ; as he was in poſſeſ- irruption into Galilee, and forced the enemy 
ſion of the ſlain, he cut off his head, though into thoſe poſts they had abandoned. Imme- 
© was offered fifty talents to redeem it by his diately upon this, he laid ſiege to the caſtle, 
brother Pheroras. And Antigonus's victory but was forced by a violent ſtorm, before he 
_ followed by ſo great an alteration in the took it, to encamp in the adjoining villages. 
malrs of Galilee, that the partizans of Anti- But being in a few days after joined by another 
ans dragged all the principal men in Herod's legion ſent him by Anthony, the enemy were 
44 to the lake, and drowned them. Nor ſo terrified at his number and 5c that in 

d Igumæa want its ſhare in the revolution, the night they abandoned their poſt. 


2 


kor ſeveral things were entirely altered, and 


After 
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Aſtet this he took his march to Hieric ho, with 
a defign, as ſoon as poſſible, to revenge the 
death of his brother, where he met with a very 
ſurprizing and uncommon accident, from which 
he was beyond expectation delivered and 
preſerred, and thought from it to be favoured 


by heaven in a very great degree. That even- 


ing, as he entertained ſeveral chief men at ſup- 
per, the roof of the houſe happened to fall in 
as ſoon as the banquet was over, and the per- 
ſons withdrawn; this he thought was an incon- 
teſtable omen of his ſafety, and the dangers he 
was to be expoſed to, in the courſe of the 
var he was to hazard, and accordingly, as ſoon 
as it was day, he led out his army, and ap- 
proached the enemy, who poured down the 
mountains, to the number of ſix thouſand men, 
but durſt not come to an open engagement with 
the Romans, but threw ſtones and darts at 
them; by which means ſeveral were wounded, 
and Herod, as he rode up and down, had the 
ill fortune, in this skirmiſhing, to be wounded 
with a dart in his fide. mehr ey Ds 
Antigonus, wanting to ſeem ſuperior both in 
the valour and number of his forces, ſent Pap- 
pus, one of his allies, with a company of men 
at arms into Samaria, who were ordered to with- 
ſtand Macheras. Hered, having ravaged by 
his incurſions the enemies territories, reduced 
five ſmall cities to his obedience, and ſlew two 
thouſand men whom he found there, and ha- 
ving laid the houſes in aſhes, returned to his 
camp at Cana... 3 80 
A great number of Jets, who either hated 
Antigonus, or admired Herod for his famous 
atchievements, every day thronged to him 
from Hiericho, and other countries. But a 
blind zeal for a change hindred ſeveral others 
from following the former's example. Herod, 
that he might come to an engagement, haſten - 
ed his march; and Pappas, with his ſoldiers, 
neither ſeemed afraid of the enemies numbers, 
nor their courage, but drew out very gallantly. 
When the battle began, his forces for a little 
time made brave reſiſtance; but Heroa, recalling 


to mind the memory of his brother, expoſed. 


himſelf with great intrepidity to imminent dan- 
ger, and, as if he had deſign'd to have revenged 
kimſelf on the authors of his death, he made 


his way valiantly through all that oppoſed him, 


and encountring courageouſ]y freſh enemies one 
alter another, he, by his uncommon valour, 
forced them to fly, and purſued them: A ter- 
rible ſlaughter enſued upon this, ſome being 
forced to ſhur themſelves up in the village 


they came out of, while he prefling furiouſly 


upon the hindmoſt, put an incredible number 
to the ſword. Ar laſt he ruſhed in with the 
enemy, though the houſes were full of armed 
men, and the roots crammed with adverſaries ; 
finding little difficulty in beating thoſe at the 
doors, he tore open the houſes, and dragged 
out thoſe who lay concealed in the inſides; 
he pulled down the roofs over great numbers, 
upon which a terrible deſtruction enſued; as 
many as eſcaped the ruin, fell on the points of 
the enemies ſwords, and ſo vaſt a number of 
dead bodies lay expoſed in heaps on the ground, 


ſince the Romans had made him king) he in- 


that the conquerors had not room to walk: 
This havock was a fatal blow to the enemy 5 
that when the common people gathered to fl. 
vey the number of the ſlain, they: timorouſly fled. 
This emboldening Herod, he had immediately 
marched up to Hrero/olyma, had not the rigour 
of the weather hindred him; this was a main 
obſtacle to his completing his victory, and ef. 
fectually ruining Antigonus, who had now 
thoughts of abandoning Hieroſelyma. | 
- When the evening came, after Herod had 
diſcharged his weary friends to refreſh them. 
ſelves, he, being yet warm, put on the dreſs 
of a common ſoldier, and, attended only by a 
lad, went to bathe himſelf; but before he was 
got into the bath, he ſaw one of the enem 
ruſh out ſword in hand, then a ſecond, after 
him a third, and then more; theſe had fled 
out of the battle, and hid themſelves in the 
bath, the ſight of the king ſo aſtoniſhed and 
confounded them, that, though Herod was un- 
armed, they pafled by him in the utmoſt pan- 
nic, and haſtily ſtrove to get out: No boch 
being near to apprehend them, and Herod glad 
he had ſuffered no misfortune, all the men got 
off in ſafety. 
Herod the next day cut off Pappus's head, 
who had been Antigonus's captain, and {lain in 
battle, and ſent it to his brother Pheroras, to 
anſwer in ſome ſort for the murther of his 
brother, for he it was who had lain Joſeph; 
the weather proving more temperate, he haſ- 
tened his march to Hieroſolyma, and, making his 
approaches to the walls (now it was three years 


camped before the temple; for this was a place 
 aftorded great advantages in beſieging thetown, 
Pompey having in the very ſame poſt taken the 
city. After he had made a diviſion of his army 
into two parts, and aſſigned to each their em- 
ployment, and hewn down a great quantity ot 
timber in the ſuburbs, he raiſed three ramparts, 
and then ordering towers to be erected thereon, 
he, while he went to Samaria, to celebrate 
the nuptials between him and Alexander's 
daughter, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, left a ſuffi- 
cient number of his valianteſt men to carry on 
the works. Herod, as we have obſerped in the 
foregoing, had been ſome time before. this af. 
anced to this lady, and as he now deſpiſed the 
utmoſt efforts of his enemies, he: ſecurely pet- 
formed his nuptials, though he had undertaken 
{o grearia fiege...... 1 1.40 ; 
| After the nuptials were over, he returned 
to Hieroſolyma with a conſiderable addition 
of auxiliaries; Sous joining him with a {00g 
reinforcement of horſe and foot, which he ſenc 
before through the inland countries, while be 
took his march through Phænicia. Upon a 8 
neral muſter of theſe forces, they, excluſite 
of the Syrian auxiliaries, which made a co. 
ſiderable part of the army, amounted to eleſen 
legions of foot, and ſix thouſand horſe ; and tie 
incamped near the northern wall. Heros Wi 
now entirely puffed up with the decree o 
ſenate that declared him king, and Sis 5 
lied on the orders of Anthony, WP had dent 
him with che forces he commande "CHA? 


How Herod, in Conjtenction 


< HE great number of Fews, who were 
in the city, were variouſly divided; they 
of a more timerous ſpirit, aſſembling about the 
temple, proclaimed, if conſideration was had 
to the times, (1) death was earneſtly to be co- 
veted, and he who died was endowed with a 
divine ſpirit; but they of a more couragious 
ſoul, finding men and horſe deprived of ſuffici- 
ent food and proviſions, joined together in com- 
anies, committing ſeveral robberies, eſpecial- 
I in thoſe places which lay contiguous. But 
the more diſciplined ſort, which appeared to 
make reſiſtance, were poſted to drive the be- 
fiegers from the walls, and thoſe who raiſed the 
works without; and were ordered to think on 
all methods that might contribute any thing 
towards obſtructing the execution of the ene- 
mies engines. And they ſhewed themſelves ſu- 
perior to the enemy in nothing more than in 
their counter ſtratagems. | 
The king in the mean time, planted men ſe- 
cretly inawbuſh, to put an end to the depre- 
dations; who, by their ſudden and frequent 
excurſions, repreſs'd the violence, and took 
care to remove the complaint of want and 
ſcarcity of neceſſaries, by ordering all ſorts 
of proviſions to be brought from far. The Ro- 
mans in military skill ſhewed themſelves vaſtly 
their ſuperiors, but the beſieged left nothing 
uneſſayed that might evence their extraordinary 
courage: They retrained coming to an open en- 
gagement with the Romans, as they knew they 
ſhould inevitably be ſlain; but ſeveral times 
crept through their mines, aud unexpectedly 
appeared in the midſt of them, and before any 
part of the walls could be effectually pulled 
down, they had another ready erected in its 
place to defend themſelves. In ſhort, being 
reſolyed to endure to the laſt extremity, they 
gave no reſpite either to the labour of their 
hands, or their thoughts from inventing ſome 
ſtratagem or other, to be of ſervice to their de- 
fence; 
months, though inveſted with ſo numerous an 
army, till a party of Herod”s men, attempting 
© mount the walls, broke into the city, and 
were followed by Soffus's centurions; every 
thing about the temple became the firſt plun- 
der, but on the reſt of the armies pouring into 
the town, a moſt terrible ſlaughter enſued, the 
GONG being enraged at the long delay of the 
i den and Her od's party reſolving to leave not 
ne Jew their enemy, Thus great numbers fell 
laerifice to their fury, who either were cramm d 
= the narrow paſſes, or houſes, or had taken 
ny 8 the temple: No pity was had either 
void of g or old age, and the women, though 
any defence, became a prey to their in- 
(1) Meanin 
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with Soſſius, took Hieroſolyma by Storm. 
tines of Antigonus. Of Cleopatra's Avarice. 


they bravely held out the ſiege for five 
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tolerable rage; and though the king ſent or- 
ders every where about to ſhow a mild treat- 
ment, yet not one offered to refrain his hand, 
but, as though they had been ravenous, commit- 
ed their fury on all ages withont diſtinction; 
and Antigonus, forgetting both his paſt and pre- 
ſent condition, came down from the tower 
and threw himſelf proftrate at the feet of Sus, 
who, little pitying the change of his condition, 
derided and laugh'd at him, and call'd him Anti- 
gona ; but he did not releaſe him as a woman, 

ur put him in chains and kept him. | 

 Herod"s care after he had vanquiſhed his ene. 
mies, was to curb the impetuoſity and violence 
of the foreign auxiliaries; for the foreign forces 
forcibly ruſhed on to ſee the temple and the ſa- 
cred things in it. But the king, by entreaties and 
threatnings, put a ſtop to their career, and 
was forced to reſtrain ſome with the power of 
arms from their raſh attempt, thinking, ſhould 
any of thoſe things be ſeen, which were for- 
bid his own nation, the victory he had obtain- 
ed would be worſe than if he had been defeated. 
Beſides, he gave expreſs orders, that the city 
ſhould not be plundered, and more than once or 
twice asked Soſſius, if the Romans, by drain- 
ing the city of its money and ſtrength, deſign- 
ed to leave him to be the king of a deſart; for 
he would not purchaſe the empire of the whole 
world at the price of ſo many thouſand lives. 
Saſſius telling him that plunder was a lawful 
and juſt reward for the labour his men had ſuſ- 
tained in the ſiege, Herod made him anſwer that 
he would, out of his own purſe, give every 
man a ſuitable reward; and according to his 
word he performed his promiſe, and ſo ſaved 
the reſt of his country = ruin, for each ſol- 
dier had an ample recompence made him; the 
officers, in proportion to their rank, received 
each their rewards, and Soſſius was royally gra- 
tifyed, ſo that not a man departed without a 
due equivalent for his ſervice. Sous, after 
this, left Hieroſolyma, having firſt dedicated a 
golden crown to God. He took Antigonus 
along with him in chains, and carried him to 
Anthony, who cut off his head; a puniſhment 
his abject ftate deſerved, who vainly ima- 
gined to prolong his life to the laſt, 5 
King Herod having looked narrowly into 
the temper of the citizens, rendered himſelf 
ſtill more beloved to his own party by the ho- 
nours he conferred on thom. All who had eſ- 
pouſed or abetted the intereſt of Antigonus, 
tell a facrifice to his reſentment. When he 
found himſelf reduced to a low ebb of money, 
he converted all his plate into ſpecie, which 
he ſent to Anthony and his friends. Anthony 


had ſeveral times aſſured him of his indemni- 


g, if the Calamities they had formerly experienced, were compared to the Troubles of the 


y who died in thoſe Times, and were not preſerved for the preſent Troubles, 
e called Happy, and whom God favoured, Thus Aneas breaks out in theſe Words: 


terque quaterque beati, 


Queis ante Ora patrum, Trojæ ſub mænibus altis, 
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Contigit oppetere. Havercamp. 
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ty, and the Romans doating deſperately on 
Cleopatra at this time, had not ſufficient to ſatis- 
fy her unbounded avarice. She had raged with 
10 unbridled a fury againſt her own family, that 


not one remained alive. any way a kin to her, 


and her implacable hatred began to ſtir itſelf 
againſt foreigners. She was perpetually forg- 
ing ſome accuſation or other againſt, the Syrian 
nobles to Anthony, with no other deſign than 
to pave her way more eaſily to the acquiſition 
of their eſtates and provinces. Nor was this 
all, for her rapacious eyes darted themſelves 
on Judæa and Arabia, and ſhe took ſecret 
meaſures to have Herod and Malichus, the 
kings of both countries, put to death, _ 
Anthony, unleſs his retuſing to comply with 
her demands as to Herod and Malichus, in e- 
very thing beſides entirely conformed himſelf 
to her deſires; But theſe were too noble and 
good a pair of men to fall ſacrifices to her am- 
bition, whoſe deaths he looked on with an eye 
of horror. However he had very nearly loſt 
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and came into 


Preſents he made her, and got back the 


Book J. 


that friendſhip which was ſubſiſting be. 
tween them; for he cut off a large portion 
of their dominions, and took away the palm 
ground about Hiericho, where the balſam is 
produced, and abſtracted from their demeſnes 
ſaving Tyre and Sidon, all the cities lying with 
in the river Eleutherus, which he gave Cecpatra: 
who becoming thus abſolute miſtrefs of them. 
after Anthony was gone on his Parthian expe. 
dition, took the rout of Apamia and Damaſcis 
ani udæa, where Herod bacifyed | 
her incenſed mind, with ſeveral conſiderable 
Anthony had lopt from his dominions, 15 
annual tribute of two hundred talents; and 
thus, having pacified her, he attended her 
on her return, as far as Pelulſium. But 4. 
thony was not long in coming from his Paythiay 
expedition, who brought, as a preſent for 
Cleopatra, Artabazes the ſon of Tigranes in 
chains, for he preſently gave him to her with all 
the money and ſpoil he had taken. 


CHAP. XN. 


Anthony, perſuaded by Cleopatra, ſends Herod to fight the Arabians. The Victory be 
1 | obtains after ſeveral Encounters, Of a great Earthquake, 4 


HE battle at Adtium being ready to 
break out, Herod, who was now in peace 
from any commotions in Judæa, and having 
got into his hands Hyrcania, a ſtrong caſtle, 
which the ſiſter of Antigonus held out againſt 
him, was ready to march with him: But Ceo- 
patra, with a great deal of artifice, hindred 
him from expoſing himſelf to any danger with 
Anthony. She was, as we have obſerved in 
the foregoing, laying her ſchemes againſt the 
two kings, and ſhe perſuaded Anthony to let 
Herod have the ſole management of the war 
againſt the Arabians, in order to make herſelf 
miſtreſs of Fudea it he was defeated ; and 
debilitate the power of one of the kings by 
the forces of another. | 
But this ſcheme of hers tended to Herod's 
proſperity; for he, taking along with him the 
enemeis hoſtages, poured in upon them about 
Dioſpolis a great body of hotſe which he had 
raiſed, and after a ſtout reſiſtance overcame 
them. After this overthrow, the Arabians, 
railing violent commotions amongſt themſelves, 
gathered to an infinite number at Camatha, 
a city of Cælo Syria, where they waited for 
the Fews. Herod arriving with his army, 
took all poſſible care to adminiſter the cam- 
paign with all the foreſight he could, and 
ordered his camp to be fortified with a wall. 
Herod's orders were not put in execution, 
but his men, elated with their former victory, 
made a furious onſet on the Arabians, and at 
the firſt attack making them fly, purſued 
them: Athenion, one of Cleopatra's captains, 
and who had beena perpetual enemy of Herod's, 
poured out upon him as he followed the pur- 
ſuir, out of Camatha, with a body of Jews, 
whom he had placed in ambuſcade. This 


accident giving the flying Arabians freſh; cou- 
rage, they rallied out, and, joining with the other 
troops, 1 the Jews to ſecure themſelves 
by flight in rocky places, where they made 
a terrible ſlaughter of them : They who eſcaped 
out of battle withdrew to a village, named 
Ormiza, where the Arabians inveſting their 
camp, they took it, and the men in it. 
Nor long after this defeat, Herod arrived 


with ſuccours, but proved too late to remedy 


the loſs his men had ſuſtained. The ſole cauſe 
of this overthrow was owing to the officers, 
who marſhalled the men, and who rejected 
Herod's inſtructions; nor had At henion found a 
ſuitable conjuncture to execute his ſcheme in, 
had the battle been deferred. Herod revenged 
himſelf on the Arabians, by the frequent it. 
ruptions he made into their territories, an 
the depredations he committed; ſo that, tor one 
victory which he loſt, he repaid the diſhonour 


over and over again: But while he was thus 


buſied in avenging his family on his enemics, 


another fatal circumſtance fell out in the ſe- 
venth year of his reign, while the ag? 5 
Actium was in diſpute; in the beginning 0 1 
ſpring, ſo terrible an earthquake ney 
that prodigious numbers of theep, an ONE 
thouſand men were ſwallowed up, thoug 1 
army, which was encamped in the open 7 


ſuffered no ways in. the dreadful calamity- 


The Arabians, by the. report of this melan- 


choly circumſtance, which conſtantly augments 


the tale in blacker colours than the 3 


ful meſſengers who bring the news, an 
now added as much as if all Judæa had been 
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laid in ruins; were animated with * 


and courage. In conſequence of + ily 
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drained of inhabitants, and abandoned, they 
rook firſt the ambaſſadors whom the - Fews 
had ſent, and put them to death, and after- 
wards. poured into Fydea.. Herod, finding 
this, aſlembled the nation, which was terribly 
afraid of this irruption, and almoſt broke to 
pieces with the multitude of its frequent ca- 
lamities, and endeavoured, by the following 
ſpeech to animate them with a brave reſolu- 
tion, to revenge the injuries they had recei- 
yed. EL 2 


« Methinks it is very ridiculous in you, at 

t this inſtant, to be overcome with fear. IL am 
not ſurpriz d that you are dejected at the 
« melancholy and fatal ſtrokes you have been 
« expoſed to; but it is certainly great co- 
« wardiſe, to ſuffer the ſame ill thoughts to 
« enter-into your hearts at the appearance of 
« an enemy: For my part, I am ſo far, even 
« after the late earthquake, from. having any 
« fears of this enemy, that it is my opinion 
.« God has thrown them this bait, to anſwer 
« for what they have done us. r come 
« not ſo, much relying on their own {ſtrength 
« and arms, as on the calamities which have 
« befallen us. Certainly their hopes will be 
« dilappointed, who do not put their confidence 
« jn their own abilities, but in the misfortunes of 
cc others; for neither proſperity or adverſity is 
« of any duration to mankind ; for it is plain 
ce to a demonſtration, that fortune often chan- 
ce geth ſides; and for teſtimony of this, let 
ce your own ſelves be judges. Qbſerve, in the 
ce firſt engagement we carried away the victory, 
« but were forced in the ſecond to give way 
« to the enemy; and *tis very probable we 
© may now ſnatch. the palm from thoſe who 
* think to get it from us. Too great aſſu- 
te rance expoſes men. to ſeveral weakneſles, 
ce but it is fear that makes them look to their 
56 guard; ſo that what you make matter of ap- 
5e prehenſion, gives me courage; for it was 
« entirely owing to your ſuperfiuous heat, and 
« deſire of engaging againſt my orders, that gave 
% Athenion an opportunity to lie in ambuſh for 
** me. But now I promiſe myſelf an aſſured 
victory, from your delay, and dejected aſ- 
<« pects. This fituation of temper and body 
becomes ſoldiers, | till they make the onſet; 
« but when the battle is once begun; then a 
* brave and elated mind ſhould animate them, 
* and they ſhould endeavour to make their 
4 worſt enemies believe, that no injury a man 
** Can do, or misfortune fate can pour down, 
2 re ſo long as the eus have life, depreſs 
1 ook Courageous ſouls, and that not one of 

| 4 eg tamely ſuſter an Arabian, whom 
Ve 5 a0 10 H ten had led in chains, to domineer 
1 - ra it over them. Never be dejected 
1 the concuſſion of things which want ſoul, 
nor ſuppoſe chat the late earthquake came 


at the elements ſuffer are natural con- 
* . and they do no more damage 
« wan what is inherent in them. It is not un- 


cc A that ſome ſign may go before a 


© All theſe h 


8 


ave a determinate proportion and 


= <a, e the omen of ſome other calamity : 


or famine, or an earthquake; but 


881 
e end. But what pray could happen worſe to 
te us than the late earthquake? not a defeat in 
* battle. Let our enemies have involved them- 
<< ſelves in a terrible guilt, who, contrary to, 
c and in violation to the moſt ſacred rites and 
© laws of mankind, have barbaroufly put our 
© ambaſſadors to death, and offered ſuch fa- 
e crifices for the event of the war. But his 
*© hands, before whom all things are tranſact- 
ed, before whoſe eyes all occurrences are 
laid open, and whoſe power is invincible, 
e will not eſcape them. If we rife up with a 
brave. reſolution” to puniſh the infringers of 
© treaties and ſolemn alliances, we ſhall always 
make them pay us with intereſt. Every 
man ariſe; and, baniſhing from his breaſt the 
ſenſe of wife, children, or the preſervation 
of his country, let him march to revenge the 
perfidious murder of our ambaſladors. 'They 
will better ſupport the war, than we who 
<« are alive, Beſide, if I find you obſervant 
of my commands, I will be the firſt 'man 
who will meet danger in the face; for you 
may depend you'll conquer, and carry the 
day, ſo long as you refrain from raſh attempts, 
which will inevitably involve them in diffi- 
ce culties.“ 


cc 


Having given this exhortation to his ſoldiers, 
and finding they received it with chearfulneſs, 
he made a ſacrifice; after which he paſſed over 
Jordan with his army, and encamping near 
Philadelphia, not far from the enemy, he skir- 
miſhed lightly before a caſtle, which ſtood juſt 
in the middle between the two hoſts : His de- 
ſire was, to attack the enemy as ſoon, as he 
could ; and the enemy ſent a body of forces to 
ſeize on the fortreſs. But the royaliſts who 
were ſent ſoon drove them from their poſt, 
and wreſted the caſtle out of their hands. He- 
rod every day put his men into poſtare of bat- 
tle, and challenged the enemy to fight him. 
The king finding the Arabians ſo far from ap- 
pearing againſt him, that every one was in the 
greateſt pannic and contuſion imaginable, eſpe- 
cially Elthemus their general, who was fright- 
ed at the number he ſaw, he drew nearer, 
and pulled down the rampart. the enemy had 
erected. Thus every one was obliged to fight, 
the horſe and foot without any manner of or- 
der blending together: The Fews, though 
ſeemingly more chearful for the combat, were 
forced to yield to the numbers of the enemy, 
who, to outward appearance, were through 
deſpair of victory more emboldened. 

This was the main reaſon that, ſo long as 
they made any reſiſtance, they were expoſed 
to no great ſlaughter; but when they turned 
their back, ſeveral of the Jews, trod one up- 
on another, and many of them loſt their lives; 
but the reſt of the multitude being forced 
within their rampart, got their eſcape. He- 
rod immediately inveſted them with his ar- 
my; but they finding themſelves unable to 
make any longer reſiſtance, and the want of 


water preſſing very intollerably upon them, 
they were forced on two accounts to ſurren- 


der. When they ſent ambaſſadors Herod ar- 
rogantly received them; and on their offering 
him 
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im, as a ranſom, five hundred talents, he was battle array to defend themſelves. Hero at- 
— 6.0 eben them: But the thirſt en- tacked theſe, and put ſeven thouſand to the 
creaſing upon them, they ruſhed out in erouds, ſword. Tbe Arabians received ſo terrible a 
and yoluntarily yielded to, the Fews, ſo that flaughter in this campaign, and their watlike 
in fixe days, upwards of four thouſand. were ſpirit was fo. much cooled, that Hero from 
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made .priſoners; but tie reſt of the enemy, this time forward was adopted as guardian of 


deſpaixing of ſafery, appeared on the fixth in 
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Herod is ordered by Auguſtus to be King, for which he ſtrives to gratife the Empergy 
with large Preſents. He obtains from him Part f bis Kingdom taken from him by Cleo- 
patra; uc which he receives as an Additian,the Territories which belenged to Zenodorus. 


CO ASAR obtaining the victory at Afium, 
Herod began to be very ſollicitous about 
his kingdom z his friendthip for Anthony was 
the caufe of this. Beſides, Cæſar thought Au- 
thony not completely defeated, ſo long as He- 
rod food attached to him with his forces. 
Herod fearing a great deal more than he ſuffer- 
ed from Anthony; he reſolved to expoſe him- 
ſelf to the worſt. In conſequence of this, 
without taking a diadem, and putting on a pri- 
vate man's dreſs, he failed for Rhodes, where 
Cæſar then reſided; and in that manner went 
to him, with a defign of hiding nothing of the 
truth: He opened himſelf to the following 
effect. © I confeſs myſelf, Cæſar, to be made 
« king by Anthony, whom, in every circum- 
cc ſtance, I endeavoured to promote; neither 
« will I deny faying, but that you yourſelf had 
cc experienced, if the Arabians had not hindred 
« me, the weight of my arms. However this 
«« did not prohibit me from affiſting Aut hony 
« ta my utmoſt, and ſending him ſeveral 
ce thoufand buſhels of corn; neither after the 
c battle of Actium did I abandon the me- 
« mory of the favours T had received of him; 
<« when I could no longer affiſt him with my 
« arms I gave him my beſt counſel, and ſigni- 
<« fied, that unleſs Cleopatra was put to death 
ce there was no poſſibility to reſtore his affairs. 
© When ſhe was removed, I promiſed him 
«© money, towns for his ſecurity, and an army, 
ge and to be his allyin an offenſive war againſtyou ; 
« bur being infatuated with love 9 hk 
++ God, who hath thought fit to declare you the 
* victory, ſhut up his cars. In conſequence 
te of this, I am defeated with Anthony, and, 
« being in the ſame unhappy ſituation with him, 
* have thrown away my crown. Wherefore 
© I am come to throw myſelf at your feet, 
<< placing my life at your generofity, and hop- 
5e ing you will fee what a friend I have been, 
< and not regard my condition. | 


(1) Plutarch in his Life of Anthony, mentions a Re that Herod the Jew went over to Ceſar, wü 
ſome Legions and Cohorts. It is Gid, that when * was abandoned 5 all others, the Gladiators 
he kept at Cyzicus refolved to carry him Aſſiſtance into Kgypt, but that Quintus Didius, the See 

finding he had not Influence ena9gh to male them revolt, h 
had recourſe to Stratagem, and made Ule of erod to accompliſh. hie. Be 
from Joſephus, and Plutarch; and to remove the Gladiators from Pati. % 
at Daphne of Antioch, till he had wrote to Ceſarabout i. 


of Syria, refuſed them Paſſage over, who 


this nation, 


t To this Cz/ar returned this anſwer;#** Then 
« I grant you life; and exerciſe” your royal 
« authority with more confidence than ever; 
cc for you, who have ſo inviolably maintained 
« your friendſhip, - deſerve to be ruler over 
« a great many. But let me ask you one 
« fayour, to continue your fidelity to the 
« more fortunate, which, as I greatly relic 
cc on you, I expect from the. greatneſs of 
« your mind. But Anthony, in obeying Cleo- 
« patra rather than you, was certainly in the 
ce right, for through his infatuation, we come 
* to enjoy you. It is evident you have been 
ce the gel in your obligations, which made 
« (1) Q: Didius ſend me a letter, acquaint- 
« ing me in what a proper con juncture you 
ce ſent him ſuccour againſt the gladiators. 
e And to make you know with what regard 
«© I now receive you, I will get the kingdom 
ce confirmed by my decree, and endeavour to 
* oblige you in any thing you dlire, fo that 
cc you ſhall have no farther room to with for Au- 
cc f hony."* X | | | 
Caſar thus delivering his words to Herod, 
he placed the diadem on his head, and ordered 
his decree to be publiſhed with additional 
praiſes of Herod. After the king had made 
conſiderable preſents to the emperor, he peti- 
tioned for the life of Alexander, one of Ant ho- 
79's friends; but Cz/ar's violent complaints 
and paſſion againſt the perſon Herod interceed- 
ed for, made him wave any further apology 
for him. When Cz/ar travelled through H- 
ria into Agypt, Herod received him in the 
moſt magnificient manner his abilities could af- 
ford, and, on his reviewing the forces at Plo- 
lomais, had the honour to ride up and down 
with him, were he prepared a very ſplendid 
entertainment for him and his retinue, and al- 
lowed all manner of proviſions to the reſt ot 
his army, and, on their paſſing and A 
through the deſart as far as FeJupum, too 


* 
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ire to ſupply them with ſufficient water, and 
the they 2 no proviſions. Theſe prodi- 
ious expences made Cæſar and his army con- 
clude, chat if an account were to be taken of 
Herod's magnificence and extraordinary gene- 
roſity, his kingdom. would be found too poor 
and mean to ſupport and defray the charge; 
and this ſo far obliged Cæſar, that when he 
came into Egypt, after both Anthony and Geo- 
atra were dead, he not only enlarged his other 
honours, but gave, as an additional part to his 
kingdom, the countries which Cleopatra had 
lopt off, adding (a) Gadar, Hippo, and Samaria, 
which were ſituate without it, and the maritime 
towns of Gaza, Ant hedon, and Foppe, and the 
tower of Straton. And beſides theſe, he pre- 
ſented him with the four hundred Eauls, which 
made Cleopatra's retinue, to be his body-guard. 
But nothing ſo much excited Cæſar's generoſity 
as the unbounded ſoul of che receiver. 
After the (6) firſt Actiad, Trac hon, ſo called, 
was annexed to Herod's kingdom, and Batamea 
that adjoined to it, and the region of Aurani- 
zis, fell to his ſhare on the following account. 
(c) Zenodorus having purchaſed the eſtate of 
Lyſanias, allowed the robbers all the liberty 


HEN he had reigned fifteen years, 
he rebuilt the temple, and took in 
double the quantity of ground that was to 
the former, which he ſurrounded with a wall; 
there were magnificent porticoes about the 


fide ; theſe he entirely rebuilt, and enriched 
the (f) caſtle with conſiderable donations, as 
if 1t had been a palace, and called it Antonia, 
in honour of Anthony. Likewiſe he erected 
in the higher city a palace, and two other 
very large and magnificent houſes, with 
which the temple itſelt was not to be compa- 
red ; theſe he called: after the names of his 


num. But Herod did not confine himſelf only 
to houſes to preſerve their memories and 
names, but in erecting whole cities he ſhewed 


Towns. Harduin ſa 


mentions that Herod, 
(+) Meaning, in the firſt Year of 
Paus remarks before 


arcus Vipſani | : 
00 This” anius Agrippa 2. being Conſuls. 


tod in Dio, 


d) From th 


(f) What 


called it A 


was built by 


78 in the ſixth Book of the Wars. 
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temple, and a caſtle joining to it on the north 


lriends, one Ce/arium, and the other Aprippi- 


333 


in the wotld to pour out of Trac hon among the 
Damaſcenes; they, upon this, fled to Varro, 
then governor of Hria, and begged him to no- 
tify their hard caſe to the emperor. Cæſar, be- 
ing fully acquainted in the affair, wrote orders 
back to do the utmoſt to drive the robbers out 
of the country. Varro, upon this, took up his 
forces, and not only ſcowered the country of 
theſe pernicious people, but took away Zenodo- 
rus's eſtate from him, which Ce/ar, to prevent 
its being afterwards a place of refuge for them, 
beſtowed on Herod, in the (a) tenth year, from 
the time Cæſar was in Syria ; returning into 
his province, he made him procurator of all H- 
ria, to the intent that none of the other procu- 
rators might tranſact any buſineſs, without firſt 
adviſing with him. And as ſoon as (e) Zenodo- 
rus died, he annexed to his dominions all the 
land lying between Galilee and Trachon. But 
what Herod conſidered as far more beneficial 
than all theſe additional preſents, was, that Au- 
guftus Ceſar loved him next to Agrippa, and 
Agrippa loved him next to Cæſar; from hence 
he aſpired to great things, and from hence re- 
ligion, and the ſacred worſhip of God, animated 
him with lofty ſentiments, „ 27 


--— ors pv. ht 25 
Of the Cities Herod built. Of ſome others which be rebuilt. Of his Magnificence 
to foreign Nations, and the Succeſs that attended him in all his Actions. 


the veneration he had for them ; for in the 
country of Samaritis, he built a moſt beautiful 
city, and ſurrounded it with a wall twenty fur- 


longs in circumference, he peopled it with a co- 


lony of fix thouſand ſouls, to whom he allotted 
ſome of the richeſt land ; and in the very heart 
of his building, he raiſed a ſpacious and grand 
temple, to the honour of Cz/ar, about which 
he left a fine yard of about half a furlong; the 
city he called Sebaſte, and gave it the inhabi- 
rants, and laid it under an excellent form of 
government. | | 
Ceſar*s liberality, after this, extended it- 
ſelf farther to Herod, by the grant of another 
region. He built near the ſprings of Jordan 
a very beautiful temple of white marble in 
his honour, and called the place Panium; 
the top of the mountain here, riſes to a pro- 


(e) Gaza, Anthedon, Joppe, and Straton's Tower, which Auguſtus preſented to Herod, were Maritime 
ys, that Gaza was a free City, and deems that Cæſar never gave it Herod, but Joſephus 

on his coming to the Throne, gave this Gaza to Coſtobarus, 

the ſecond Actiad, and fifteenth of King Herod's Reign; for (as Joſe- 

V 8 ) the Battle at Actium fell out in the ſeventh Year of Herod's Government; therefore it 

3 in the third, (that is Herod's tenth) that the firſt Actiad was celebrated. C. Czſar Octavianus 6. and 


$ Robber is taken Notice of in Strabo, I. 16. p. 7 56, as alſo of his Tetrarchate being given to He- 
Exercif 54. Pp. 556. I have tranſlated Oikon Laſanias, the Eſtate of Lyſanias, but Caſaubon, in his 
ereules apainſt Baronius, declares, that Oikos, ſignifies a Tetrarchate or Government, 

)H ic Time Auguſtus was in Syria, for the Tenth was in Herod's ſeventh Year. Aldrich. 
NK e is out in his Conjectures, and has no Ground to ſay that Joſeph gave Galilee to Herod, 


s y John Hyrcanus was called Baris. While Anthony reigned Herod rebuilt. it, and 
via je g. ona, and in the fifteenth Year of his Reign compleated the Work. See Ant. l. 18. c. 5. Anto- 
{1 Geſe Aldrich. | 
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digions height, and in its ſide à wide cavern 
opens itſelt, which finks down to a horrid 
deprh, and a_ vaſt pool of water lies at the 
bottom, ſo that no line can plumb or find the 
ground; ſeveral fountains \guthed out at the 
outward root of the cavern, and here, as ſome 
imagine, ſprings Fordan ; but of this we will 
give a more accurate account in the ſe- 
*.The king having built at Hiericho, between 
the caſtle of O pros and his former palaces, 
other houſes, better and more commodious 
for viſitants, he namedrthew after his friends. 
In a word, there was not a convenient place 
throughout the kingdom, but what proclaim- 
ed Cæſar's praiſe; And after he had filled 
his own country with temples dedicated to 
bim, he left memorials of his honour among 


the provinces, and built Cæſarium's in ſeveral 


When he found among the maritime towns 
one of them which was called Hrraton's tower, 


once very grand, but then in a poor condi- 


tion, and ſaw that the place it ſtood in was 
fit for him to diſplay his magnificence in, he 
repaired it throughout with white ſtone, and 
adorned it witha very ſplendid palace, in which 
he fully demonſtrated the unbounded greatneſs 
of his mind; for between Dor and Foppe, 


between which and in the middle, this city 


lies, all the maritime coaſt is ſo rocky and 
void of havens, that all who ſail by, Phenicia 
imo Agypt are forced to keep ro ſea, the 


north-weſt wind blowing upon it; the ſmalleſt 


breath whereof raiſes the waves ſo furiouſly 
againſt the rocks, that for fome time the ſea, 
by their reflux, is covered over with foam. 
But the king, by his liberality and expences, 
conquered the rugged nature of the place, and 
made a port more ca pac ious than the Piræeum, 
and fixed ſeveral convenient ſtations for ſhips 
about it. Rr at e | 
Though in the coutſe of this undertaking 
Herod met with vaſt obftruction, and the 
difficulty of completing his enterprize forced 
him to violent ſtruggles, yet he overcame: all 
at laſt, and made the building ſo ſtrong, that 
not all the fury of the ſea could injure it, 
rendring it at the fame time ſo beautiful, as if 


nothing had interrupted him. After he had 


meaſured out a ſpot of ground, and the dimen- 
fions of it, according to what we have already 
mentioned, he let down into the ſea, twenty 
ells deep, vaſt ſtones, ſeveral of which were 
fifty foot long, nine deep, and ten broad, 
and ſome conſiderably larger. After he had 
filled up the vaſt depth, he carried the wall, 
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nich appeared a little out of the ſea, in 


length two hundred foot ; an hundred where: 


of were to repel and break the waves that 
daſhed' againſt ' them, and were called Procy. 
matia, the other part lay under a ſtone 
which ſurrounded the port; this was di 
verſified with beautiful and large towers, the 
fineſt,” and that which jetted out the moſt, 
was called Pruſius, from the couſin of Ce. 


far, He made barracks alſo to front one another 


for pleaſure horſes, and levelled a plain be- 
fore them, which went all round, and there 
was a fine and ſpacious terras to walk on, 
He made the entrance on the north fide, the 
north of all the winds, conſidering the ſitua- 
tion of: the place, being the moit pleaſant: 
At the entrance he: ereCted three coloſſus's 
on either ſide, which were ſupported by pil- 
lars, and on the left fide of the port ſtood a 
rower, and on the right two upright ſtones 
joined together which were larger than the 
rower. Houſes were built and joined to the 
port, and theſe were made of white ſtone; 
and ſtood at equal diſtances from one another ; 
againſt the entrance on a riſing ground ftood 
the (a) temple of Cæſar, remarkable for its 
beauty and largeneſs, and in which was Ce- 
ſar's coloſſus, made after the pattern of Jupi- 
ter's at Olympia, and as big ; the other at 


Rome was equal to that of Funo's at Argos. 


He dedicated the city to the province, the 
port to the ſailors, and the honour of the 
building to Cæſar, whence he called the city 


' (6) Cefarea. 


Beſides the other buildings and works he 
made, he erected an amphitheatre, a theatre, 
and a forum, all worthy of the name they 
were called by; after he inſtituted quinquennial 
games, and denominated them after Cſar, and 
propoſed prodigious prizes to the victors and 
contenders; this was begun in the one hundred 
and ninety ſecond Olympiad, In theſe games 
not only the victors, but the ſeconds and 
thirds to them were magnificently rewarded. 
He alſo built A»thedon, which had been laid 
in ruins by the war that demoliſhed it, and 
called it Agrippias, and out of his vaſt love 
to the ſame friend, he inſcribed his name on 
the gate he built in the remple. 

He was extremely devoted to the memo- 
ry of his father, to whom he erected a tine 
monument, and called that city, which was 
built in the beautifulleſt plain of his kingdom, 
and adorned with ſprings and woods Antipa- 
tris. He alſo built a wall about the caſtle at 
Hiericho, which was of exceeding ſtrength 
and beauty, and called it Opron, after 225 


(a) Underſtand it of Rome and Auguſtus; Auguſtus admitted of no Temples in any Province, but = 
were dedicated in his common Name or that of Rome. Suetonius in Aug. chap. 52. though tis faid tha 
admitted of them at Pergamus and Nicomedia, Dio, 51. p. 438. 5 

( Tanto quippe amore apud Barbaros fuit (Auguſtus) ut Reges populi Romani amici in honorem e 4 


conderent civitates quas Cæſareas nominarent; ſicut in Mauritania a rege Juba, et in Paleſtina, que ohe 


urbs clariſſima. Eutropius, 7, 10. He (Avguſtus) was in 2 0 Wi. os 
Kings who were Friends of the Romans, built to his Honour Cities, which they called Cæſarias 8; atque 


eat Eſtcem with the Barbarians, that = 


in Mauritania, and Herad in Paleſtine, which is now the moſt celebrated City.. RCgeS eds ond | 


Socij in ſuo quiq ue regno Cæſareas urbes condiderunt, Suetonius in Aug, c. 60. Kings, w 
Allies, erected in their ſeveral Kingdoms Cities in Honour of Cæſar. 


ho were Frien 
Ll 


name 
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name of his mother. The tower at Hieroſoly- detail of his liberality to the Lycians and Sa- 
11a he ſtiled Phaſaclus-from the name of his mians, or of his extenſive munificence, accord- 
brother; but we will take farther notice in tho ing to evęty ons,s circumſtances throughout all 
ſequel of the form and ſpacious magnificence Ionia? Have not the Athenians and the Lace- 
of this building; and he called another city Gemomiars, Nicopolzans and Pergamam in My- 
Pha/aclis, which ſtands in the valley leading 4a, experienced Herod's generoſity > Did 
northward from Hieric ho. not he pave with white marble, twenty fur- 

While he thus ſtrove to eternize the memo- longs in length, and adoxn with, a portico of. 
ries of his friends and benefactors, he ſeemed” the ſame length, in order to Tecure paſlengprs 
to have no concern for perpetuating his on from ſhowers of rain, the ſtreer of che An- 
name. He indeed fortified a caſtle in one of chians i Syria, which, on account of its pro- 
the mountains of Arabia, and called it after digious filth and dirtineſs, every one avoided? 
himſelf Herodian, as he did a hill, about ſixt7 Ler ſome of thoſe people, to whom theſe fa- 
furlongs diftant from Hiergſolyma, which was vours were granted, expatiate on them. The 


ciſed in the form of « breaſt ' He took #' gift he ! 
particular pleaſure in adornmg this place. He common te all Greece alone, but the while 


raiſed on the top towers of a round model, world ſhared" in it : 1 mean the gloty of the 

and built about its circumference ſeveral pala- olympic games. When he found that want of 

ces of extraordmary ami — making 
p 


the inner apartments very ſplendid, and adorn- the remains of antient Greece were finking into 


ing the outward walls, corniſhes, and foofs, nothing, he not only made Agonotheta over 


with fine and rich ornaments. He brought, at them in the Luſtrum that was then taken, as 
a vaſt expence, an aquedu&t to water the he was ſailing to Rome; but he gave for ever a 
place from a great diſtance, and raiſed an af ſafficient ſum of money, that fo long as his me- 
cent up tothe towers of two hundred marble mory was preſerved, the office of Agonotheta 
eps. The hill was none of the leaſt, and e- might not ceaſe. I could give an account here 
very part of it had been made with hands. of the frequent diſcharges he granted of tri- 
He built at the foot of it other palaces, fit to butes that were due to him, and how he freely 
receive his friends and the neceffaries they releaſed the Phaſalites and Balaneſha, and other 
brought along with them; ſo that for rhe fiefs about GJicia, from the annual penſions. 
plenty and abundance of all things, this caftle But his generous ſoul was checked by fear, left 
ſeemed a city; but for its circamference, a he ſhould be thought to have greater views than 
royal honſe. Bs > math Sts became him, or incur hatred by his actions, for 


Alfter he had thus erected ſo many and ſo endowing ſeveral cities with greater honouts 


great buildings, he diſcovered the unbounded than the ptinces who governed them had ever 
magnificence of his mind to ſeveral foreign ci- done. | 

ties. He made (a) Gymnaſſa at Tripoli, and He followed that exerciſe of body which 
at Damaſcus, and at Ptolomais. He walled ſuited beſt to his diſpoſition, I mean hunting; 
about Byblus ; he erected the Exedræ, porti- which he always managed with great conduct, 
cos, temples and forums of Berylus and Tyre. and he was an excellent horſeman: He conſtant- 
He built the theatres at Sidon and Damaſcus, ly had good ſport; for in one day at a certain 
and made an aqueduct for the Laodiceans on time he hunted down forty beaſts. The country 
the ſea coafts, and he provided magnificent produced bears, but abounded more in ſtags 
baths and fountains for the A/calonites, as alſo and wild aſſes. | | 
periphalia of extraordinary beauty and magni- He was a very valiant warrior; and in the 


tude; and adorned others with fine groves and celebration of the gymnaſian games he was a 


caſcades. Several cities, as though they had 
belon 


lands 


rerror to others, when they found him the moſt 
ged to his kingdom, received from him expert dartſman, and that in ſhooting he never 
He conſtituted overſcers over the miſſed the mark. And beſides theſe noble qua- 
aths, and annexed to their places annual lifications of body, as well as the more excel- 
and perpetual ſalaries, and granted the inha- lent perfections of his mind, he was bleſt with 

itants a perpetual income. He diſtribured proſperity, having ſeldom ill ſucceſs in the bat- 
corn to all who were in want, and gave the tles he undertook ; and if he chanced to receive 
Rhodians, at ſeveral times and in ſeveral places, a defeat, ir was rather to be attributed to the 


money to build them ſhips. When the Py- treachery of ſome of his men, or the raſhneſs 


lan temple was burnt down, he rebuilt it much of his ſoldiers, than to any want of conduct or 
more magnificent than before, out of his own bravery in him. 
PLVate purſe. What need have we to give a Sq 


(a) Publick Baths, Rufinus tranſlates it, The ſhewing of Baths, and accommodated the Tranſlation to the 
15 e lived in, and the Taſte of the Latins. Agrippa's Bath was called Gymnafium. Dio. 53. p. 525. 


ough in th ta lian I V. 21 of | : 
tema, == 5 of Auguſtus theſe Gymnaſia were not of Italian Uſe. Virruv. V. rr. The Uſe of them af. 


Thermæ. Aldrich, ged, that in fucceeding Ages Wann rr to be the very ſame Things as the vulgar 


CH A P. 


money had almoft ruined theſe games, and that 
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Book 1. 
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The Death of Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, two High Prieſts, and of Mari. 
0 l amne. | e | 


U while proſperity attended on him a- 
broad, fortune ſent diſcord. to divide his 
tamily. at home; and that he was expoſed to 
theſe domeſtic troubles and misfortunes, was 
owing to the woman whom he loved the beſt in 
the world : For when he came to the crown, 
he put away Doris, the Hiero/olymite, the wife 


he, 240 taken in his private condition, and mar- 
rie 


d Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander, 
who was ſon of Ariftobulus ; from this match 
aroſe all the diſſention that diſquieted his 


_ houſe, which had ſubſiſted for ſome time before, 


but broke out furiouſly as ſoon as he returned 


from Rome. He firſt of all baniſhed his ſon. 


Antipater, whom he had by Doris, out of the 
city, to make way for his ſons by, Mariamne, 


to whom he gave liberty of going in pro- 
ceſſion with him on feſtival days. After this 


he put Hyrcanus, his wite's grandfather, to 
death, after he was come from the Parthians, 
through a ſuſpicion that he had. ſecret deſigns 
againſt him. This unfortunate prince was led 
away captive by Barzapharnes, after he had 
ſeized on $yria, his countrymen beyond the 
Euphrates, pitying his hard fate, begged to 
have him, and had he minded their advice not 
to go over to Herod, he had not ſuffered ſo diſ- 
honourable a cataſtrophe. But his niece's mar- 
riage was a great means of his death; he put 
great confidence in this ſtep, and came back 
with a greater deſire of ſeeing his native coun- 
try: He troubled Herod very much, not that 
he any time put in any claim for the kingdom, 
but that he was convinced he had an inconteſta- 


ble right to the crown. 


The five children he had by Mariamne con- 
ſiſted of two females and three males: The 
youngeſt of the ſons was brought up at Rome, 
and died there: the two elder, in conſidera- 


tion of the high birth of their mother, and 


as they were born of a crowned head, had 
royal education given them, But what was 
more binding than theſe, was Mariamne's 
love, which contributed to make Herod thus 
kind. Mariamne, indeed, grew every day 
more incenſed than ever againſt Herod, who 
was kept ignorant of thoſe things which trou- 
bled the ſons. Mariamne's hatred was as great 
as his love was to her. She had juſt grounds, 
built upon undeniable facts, to differ with him, 
and, as ſhe was beloved by him, ſhe had ſuffi- 
cient liberty to diſcloſe her mind; in conſe- 
quence whereof ſhe charged him with his bar- 
bariry to her grandfather Hyrcanus and brother 
Ariflobulus. For Herod, though he was bur a 
youth, did not refrain his hands from him, 
veſting him at ſeventeen yeats of age in the 
prieſthood, and taking his life away ſoon after 


he had given him that dignity, becauſe the 


people, ſeeing him in a ſacred habit, and ſtand- 
ing at the altar on a ſolemn day, tell into tears, 
and wept feveral times: For this the youth 


was ſent in the night time to Hiericho, and 
there, by the Gauls, who were ordered to the 
buſineſs, drowned in a little fiſh pond, _ 
. Theſe were the main things that accumina.. 
ted Mariamne againſt Herod. She reproached 
him with the foul treaſon, and inveighed bit 
terly againſt his ſiſter and wife. Herod, infa 
tuated with his extreme love, ſtopt his mouth: 
But the women burned with indignation, ang, 
effectually to raiſe up Herod's fury againſt her 
they charged her with adultery, and alledged x 
ſeveral other circumſtances to gain belief to 
their words; accuſing her of having ſent her 
picture into Egypt to Anthony, and through her ; 
immoderate luſt got herſelf to be ſhown to 
a man who raged after women, and who could 
uſe _. forcible means if he had an inclination. 
This article like a_thunderbolr, darted itſelt 
into Herod, and confounded his ſoul. He was 
already on a blaze with jealouſy, through his 
infatuated love, and he had bitter refle&ions 
on Cleopatra's cruelty, who had been the cauſe 
of the deaths of king Ly/anzas, and Malichus 
the Arabian. Herod did not meaſure his 
danger from the thought of having his wife ta- 
ken from him; but from the probability there 
bh of his being expoſed to the hazard of his 
ie. 

Being ready to undertake his journey, 
he recommended his wife to Foſeph, the huſ= 
band of his ſiſter Salome, whom he knew 
would be faithful to him, and who was bound 
in kindneſs to him by the near kindred be- 
tween them. At parting he gave Fo/eph ſecret 
orders, to put her to death, if Anthony took 
away his lite. Fo/eph, however, not with any 
baſe view, but to make Mariamne ſenſible 
that the king's affection was ſo violent to her, 


that he could not ſuffer himſelf, though he died, 


to be ſeparated from her, opened the whole 
ſecret to her. On Herod's return, and his 
ſwearing ſeveral times, as they were convet- 
ſing together, and he ſignifying his great at- 
ſection for her, that he never loved woman fo 
well as her, ſhe aid, truly you have diſcovered 
what ſort of love you bear me in the orders you 
gave Jbl, commanding him to put me to 
death. | 

Herod, when he found the diſcovery that 
was made, was beſides himſelf, and telling her 
that Joſeph would never have diſcloſed the ſe- 
cret, had he not debauched her, he ſeemed 
mad with grief, and ruſhing from his bed, run 
directly to the palace. Salome, his ſiſter, in 
the mean time, taking hold of this opportunity 
to ſow her malice in, confirmed the ſuſpicion 
about Joſeph. His tranſcendent jealouſy nos 
drove him to madneſs, and he ordered both 0 
them to be put to death without delay. Put 
pity now uſurped over his rage, and as his 8 
ſubſides, love again prevails within his brealt. 


t. that he 
His paſſionate fondneſs was ſo ardent, "ld 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Calumnies againſt Mariamne's Sons, Antipater is preferred to them, Their Accuſa- 
ation before Cæſar, and Reconciliation with Herod, 


11H E ſons, as if they had been heirs of 

their mother's reſentment, could not 
keep ſecret the indignation they labour'd with; 
they reflected on the barbarity of the action, 
and now ſuſpected their father as though he 
had been their declared enemy: This uneaſi- 
neſs had troubled them while they were at 
Rome on their ſtudies, but their vexation kin- 
dled extremely as ſoon as they came back into 
Fudea, and their diſaffection grew with their 
years. When they arrived at years of ma- 
turity, one of them took to wife the daugh- 
ter of his aunt Salome, aud the other the 
daughter of the king of Cappadocia. Befides 
the hatred they conceived, they were not 
backward in declaring their ſentiments ; this 
ill- concerted preſumption gave an opportunity 
for accuſations to be brought againſt them, and 
ſome were not long before they took the free- 
dom openly to acquaint the king, that both 
his ſons were plotting againſt him. Where- 
upon he who was the ſon-in-law of Arche- 
laus, depending on his father-in-law's aſſiſ- 


_ tance, withdrew. to him, with a reſolution to 
accuſe the king his father before Cæſar. He- 


rod, having received ſufficient complaints a- 
gainſt his ſons, received into favour again An- 
tipater, whom he had by Doris, and ſtrove 
every way to gratify him, as he deſigned him 


his main ſupport againſt the ſchemes of his 
other ſons. 7 | | 


(a) Dr. Aldrich ſeems to hint that this Paſſage is defective, and ſupplies the Senſe with what follows! [Pa- 
wg uit quin uxorem occideret et Joſepho ne in conſpectum quidem admiſſo mortem intulit. Rurſus cum 


ad Cæſarem Rhodum iret, Mariamnem cum matre Alexandra Joſepho alteri, queſtori ſuo. Soemoque com- 
mifit, et, ſiquid ſibi mali contingeret, ut utramque tollerent imperavit. 


let, temperare ſibi non 


annum vero 
nucho ejus adhi bito, 


to put his WI 
0 E Is Wife to Death 


4 Lime to blab out th 
of her Hatred u 

tis Reception, c 
quences. 


and her 


agreeably to what A was put to the Rack for it, who made no Confeſſion as to the Poiſon, but ſaid, 


Salome had diſcovered, that the Queen was guilty: Herod, who ſuſpected ir, no more 
Ant. L. 15 C having violated his Bed, but gave Orders that both ſhould immediately be put to Death, See 


thought of h 


0) Ee Ariſtobalam each 


: 
\ Wltur) tota domus incubuerit : 


quodque ejus 


a artes, in propuliando hoe periculo, potiores eſſent. Aldrich. 
ng: Ariſtobulus, though Joſephus only names Alexander becauſe, (as he ſays elſewhere) the whole Fury of 
ed at him and becauſe his Intereſt to avert this Danger was more powertul. * 


is Family was level 


18 


brothers, ſpreading abroad ſome himſelf, and 


potuit Mariamne quin revetſum Herodem ſignis odij manifeſtis exciperet; eumque 

P . motum, ſoror ejus et mater irritabant; ne quid tamen gravius ſtatuerat, interceſſit Czfaris ſalutatio, 

25 quam a Cæſare reverſus eſt, Salomes opera Mariamne veneficij accuſata eſt, et tormento eu- 

: qui de veneficio nihil faſſus, cum offenſam dicerat reginam propter ea quæ Soemus indi- 

catiet, ſuſpicatus Herodes id indicium ſtupro redemptum] confe 

, and Joſeph, without obtaining Leave to ſee him, loſt his Life. 

0 at Rhodes, he intruſted Mariamne and her Mother Alexandra with the other 

. ocmus, leaving Orders, if he happened to ſuffer himſelf, to put both to Death. Soemus happening on 
e Secret, Mariamne, when Herod returned, could not refrain giving him manifeſt Signs 

on this Account, and when his Siſter and Mother ſtrove to increaſe the Paſſion he was in for 


klar, by his Salutation, brought him to lay aſide any Attempt that might be fatal in its Conſe- 
K But a Year after his leaving Cæſar, Salome procured Mariamn 


bulum etiam, ſolum tamen Alexandrum nomina 


7 
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could not believe his (a) eyes when ſhe was 
dead, but through a vaſt emotion of ſorrow 
haſtened to her as if ſhe had been ſtill alive, 
till time convincing him of the truth, he pour- 


557 
ed out, his ſoul in a flood of compaſſion, equal 
to that wherewith he fondly loved Mariamne 
while alive. N ee ee e e 


This change was intolerable to them, and 
when they ſaw a ſon who was born of a pri- 
vate woman, prevail ſo much over them b 
his authority, the reflection of their high birth 
ſtung them ſo deeply, that they had no pow- 
er to ſtifle their reſentment, but every thing 
Antipater did, which was a cruel mortification 
to them, diſcovered in plain colours their en- 
raged ſouls; their diſcontent appearing every 
day more and more, Antipater; who knew 
excellently well how to hit the weak ſide of 
his father, ſowed his accuſations againſt his 


procuring his creatures to divulge about the 
reſt, and took every ſtep till he had cut off 
from his brothers all hope of enjoying the 
kingdom; for he got himſelf named not on] 
in the will of his father, but in publick, his 
father's ſucceſſor to the kingdom. Belides, 
he was ſent to Herod as though he had been 
a king, both 1n dreſs and retinue, : except a 
crown, and in a little time became ſo power- 
ful, that by his means his mother enjoyed 
Mariamne*s bed; and, with the two weapons 
(which were flattery and forgery) he uſed a- 
gainſt his brothers, he ſecretly got his father 
to reſove on his ſons run. 
To this end Herod took () Alexander with 
him to Rome, and there accuſed him before 
Ce/ar of having prepared poiſon for him. 


Quod cum Soenius aliquando effutiſ- 


{tim utrumque juſſit interfiei. He was ready 
On his going again 
Joſeph his 'Treafurer, 


eto be accuſed for preparing Poiſon 


” : 


t Joſephus, quod in eum præcipde (ficut alibi 
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the (a) ſon with ſome difficulty forcing the 
tears from his eyes, and knowing he had a 
judge on his ſide wiſer than Antipater, and 
more prudent than Herod; he opened himſelf, 
and with great modeſty endeavoured to hide 
the faults of his father, but bravely cleared 


himſelf of the crimes which were alledged a- 


gainſt him; and having proved that his brother, 
the companion of his misfortunes, was inno- 
cent of the crime, he then complained of 
Antipater's ſubtle contrivances, and the mali- 
cious informations he had expoſed him to, and 
the injuries he had done him; the unſpotted 
innocence he knew he maintained in this affair, 
and the efficacy of his words, (being a good 
orator) contributed much on his fide. When 
he came to tell his father, that he was (5) at 
liberty to put both of them to death, if he 
thought them guilty, every one fell into 
rears, and Cz/ar had ſo much concern upon 
him, that he diſcharged them from the accuſa- 
tion brought againſt them, and reconciled them 
to their father; but the friendſhip was condi- 


tional, and made to this purpoſe : That the 


young princes ſhould obey their father in all 
things, and he be left at liberty to leave the 
kingdom to whom he pleaſed. 

The king after this returned from Rome, to 
outward appearance as if he had blotted from 
bis remembrance his ſons pretended miſcar- 
riages, but he was not entirely freed from his 


| ſuſpicions. Antipater, who had been the cauſe 


and foundation of Herod's hatred, bore him 
company; bur, as he ſtood in awe of the re- 
conciliation, he durſt not declare his envious 
deſigns openly. Herod in his voyage ſailing 
near Glicia, ſtruck on the coaſt of the iſland 
of Eleuſa. Archelaus received him and his 
company with great humanity, and ſplendidly 
entertained them, expreſſing his joy for his ſon- 


in- law's ſafety, and demonſtrating the pleaſure 
he had for the renewal of the love between 
them. Arc helaus had inſtantly diſpatched let- 


ters to his friends at Rome, to aſſiſt Alexander 


in his proſecution ; he conducted Herod as far 


as Zephyrins, and made him a preſent of thirty 
talents. „ im, 


(a) Alexandrum quidem, dicit, (originum, p. 716) orationem zgre inveniſſe; nam et eum dolor impedie- 
bat, & indecorum erat ita patri reſpondere, quemadmodum res ipſa poſtulabat, et contra quemv1s alium li- 
cuiſſet; ſed Auguſtum illis judicem contigiſſe, non tam credulum, et præcipitem, quam Herodes fycrat, quem- 
que non poſſet Anti pater, ficut Herodem, dolo ſallere, nam ad ejus prudentiam magnus uſus acceſſerat. 
cuſantibus igitur ab initio diffiſus eſt et nunc quoque facile intellexit, tarditatem Alexandri non ex {ceteris 
s'reverctia proficiſci, Aldrich. In the 716th Page of the ANN. 
(meaning the Greek) he ſays, that Alexander found great Difficulty to begin his Defence, for bis Grit At 
dred him from ſpeaking his Duty to his Father, and reſtrained him from anſwering any farther, as his £2 


conſcientia, ſed tate, dolore, et patri 


required,. and as he might have done to any one elſe. 


ſo credulous and haſty. as Herod was, and who was not to. be impoſed on, as Herod had been, by Aotipt” 
for his Prudence took Care to diſcern well; and this made him from the very Beginning diſtruſt the A 
plainly ſeeing now that Alexander's Slowneſs was not owing to any Guilt, or Conſciouſneſs of the Crime, 
7 — Grief, and the Reverence he bore to his Father. | | 

(%) The Senſe is, This Court can impower their Father to put them to Death. Big. and Voſs ſpea 
hard. It is a Pleaſure for a Parent to kill his Sons, for it diſplays the Grandeur of the Court. W. 
concludes much better in throwing all the Fault on Antipater, though he ſeems not to have followed Jo 2 with 
Sentiments. Our Father can put us to Death, neither refuſe we to die; but if he ng of 1. 1 
Parricide, Death itſelf will be a lighter Evil than the Suſpicion of fo great a Wickedneſs. See og 


to his 


C. 4. Aldrich, | 


© ſive, that they require more than one or two 


* 


Book l. 
When Herd came to Hieroſolyma, he af. 
ſembled the people, and his three ſons ſtandin 
by him, he acquainted them with an account 
of his journey, and returned God thanks 
© and the ſame to Cz/ar, who had pacifed 
© and quieted the commotions in his family 
and, what was more than his kingdom, 
had been the author of a reconciliation be- 
tween him and his ſons, which I, ſaid he 
will endeavour to make firmer ſtill, Ce. 
« ſar hath made me maſter of my kingdom, 
© and left me at liberty to appoint my ſac- 
* ceſlor 3 now I, as my intereſt is in it, great- 
c fully acknowledge Cz/ar's favour, and here 
declare theſe three ſons to be kings, and 
beg that God firſt, and then you, will ap- 
prove my choice; this, by reaſon of his age, 
and theſe, of their high birth, claim the ſuc- 
« ceſſion, Beſides, my dominions are fo exten- 


A aA & Aa 


© to govern them ; let me entreat you to take 
© notice of thoſe whom Cz/ar hath joined to- 
* gether, and a father appointed his ſucceſ- 
« ſors, that you neither attribute to any of 
them honours which do not belong to them, 
or prefer one before the other, but regard 
each according to his ſeniority of age ; he 
who 1s followed more than becomes his 
age, will not have ſo much ſatisfaction, as 
he who 1s deſpiſed will be tormented with 
grief. Beſides, I will chooſe out of my re- 
lations and friends, ſome perſons of honour 
and judgment, and theſe I will join to them, 
as neceſſary on all occaſions to adviſe with, 
making them ſponſors for their unanimity, 
and agreement, well knowing that the turbu- 
lent diſpoſitions of thoſe they keep company 
with, hath been the original rife of all the 
differences and diſputes that have happened ; 
and if rheſe perſons act with as much honour 
as we reaſonably expect, mutual love will 
be preſerved between the three brothers. 
But I do not only requeſt and beſeech 
* them; for I entreat my officers in my army, 
© to put, for the preſent, their entire depen- 
dance in me, for it is not to my ſons | now 
* ſurrender my kingdom, but only the honour 
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Ac- 


But Auguſtus was fortunately his Judge, who 4 not 


cculers, 


K more 
Ryufins 
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« of it; and yet they ſhall reap as great ad- 
© yantages, and as much pleaſure, as if they 
« were veſted in a real kingdom; for the bur- 
not deſire it, ſhall reſt on my ſhoulders. 
Let any of you think on my age, the mo- 
© rals of my life, and my religion. For 1 
© am neither ſo old, as to afford occaſion to 
© any one, to think my life is near its pe- 
© riod, nor abandoned to thoſe pleaſures which 
« ſnars youth. Beſides, I pay ſo conſtant 
© adoration to God, as to conclude from it, 
« that I ſhall prolong my days to a great 
„length. If any one flatters my ſons with an 
expectation of my death, let him depend 
e upon it, that a deſerved puniſhment ſhall 
« attend his folly. I do nor, as if J envied 
© thoſe I have begotten, hinder others from 
» 
« 


paying them deference ; but, becauſe ] am 


convinced that ſuch a deportment cheriſherh 
a factious ſpirir in youth, I would have 
thoſe confider who endeavour to obtain 
their protection, that he, who performs his 


La) 


« ward for it from me, but that he ſhall gain 


NMITY and diſcord ftill attended 
the brothers like companions, who 

were ſtrangely diſunited. Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus, could not endure to think that 
Antipater's priority of birth ſhould take place, 
and he was enraged at his brothers, that they 
were placed next to him. But as he was of 
a vety ſubtle diſpoſition, and remarkable for 
his difimulation, he knew artfully how to 
conceal his ſecrets, and ſtifle the animoſity he 
had againſt them ; they, on the contrary, 
trom a ſenſe of their high birth, were accuſ- 
tomed to ſpeak their ſentiments without diſ- 
guiſe ; ſeveral perſons endeavoured to enflame 
them, and a great many of Antipater's friends, 
in order to dive into their ſecret ſchemes, in- 
ſinuated themſelves into their acquaintance ; 
and by this means not a word came out of 
lexander's mouth but was preſently conveyed 
to Antipater, and from him to Herod, with 
ne addition or other; nay, if he ſpoke only 
3s became a young man, he could not avoid 
cenſure, but every word he uttered, was turn- 
< to his prejudice; and if at any time he 
Poke with a little more than ordinary free- 
On, a mole hill immediately grew up into a 
mig. Aulipater was every hour ſetting 
2 other to provoke him, that his lies 
wy. © appear to have ſome ground, and a- 
Ng the many falſe reports he made abroad, 


on a: | f 
a thing, as it was found afterwards, gained 
every one's ; 
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then of the adminiſtration, though I do 


« duty well, ſhall meet with a ſuitable re- 


CHAP. 

The Malice of Antipater and Doris. Alexander is bated for Glaphyra. Pheroras, 

who is juſtly ſuſpected, and Salome convicted, are pardoned, Herod's Eunuchs 
are put to the Rack, and Alexander is impriſoned. 5 


belief. Every one of his crea- 


559 


© nothing in the end if he proves faQious 
and author of any diſturbance* for all who- 
„ ſtudy my intereſt, are friends to my ſons, 
© and it is for their advantage that I ſhould 
* fill Ke-p the kingdom in my on hands, 
© and preſerve a ſtrict union between them. 
Now, O my fons, reflect on the facred bonds 
* of nature, by which the wildeſt beaſts ate 
© linked together, and united in love; think 
© next on Cæſar, who hath been the author of 
* your reconciliation ; and then turn your 
thoughts on me, who had rather beg you, 
© when I can command you, to remain as bro- 
* thers, for from this moment I clothe you in 
< regal attire, and give you a royal retinue ; 
© and I pray God, provided you continue una- 
© nimous together, that he would approve and 
© ratify my determination.“ After he had ſpoke 
thus, he took and affect ionately embraced his 
ſons, and diſmiſſed the people, ſome of them 
wiſhing the event might anſwer his words, and 
others, who deſired a change, pretending they 
had not heard one ſyllable of the whole ha- 
rangue. | | FILE FATS 


_—_ 5 


tures were found ſteady to their truſt, kept 
their ſecrets inviolably, and concealed from 
any one's knowledge the preſents he made; 
ſo that any one, who ſhould ſtile Antipater's 
life a labyrinth of wickedneſs, would not 


be miſtaken: He either corrupted the acquain- 


rance of Alexander with bribes, or deceived 


them with fine tales and flatteries, (theſe 


being the conſtant methods he made uſe. of; 
to bring about his ends,) making them traitors 


at laſt, and betrayers of every word that was 


ſpoke, or action that was done. Having, like 
a skilful ftage-player, gone on in his diſſemb- 
ling courſe, he had recourſe again to calum- 
ny, and after the moſt artful manner in the 
world boarded Herod, by perſonating Herod, 
and ſuborning others to diſcoyer his practi- 
ces. The king happening to be rold of a 
circumſtance againſt Alexander, he pretended 


he was preſent when it happened, and imme- 
diately related the whole affair from the be- 


ginning; by this means he ſecretly procured 
credit to his tale, and rouzed up the king's re- 
ſentment; every thing was treacherouſly car- 
ried on, and it was alledged, that Alexander 
was ready to conſpire againſt the king's life, 
and nothing contributed more to make Anti- 


pater's deſigns ſueceed, than the apologies he 


made in Alexander's behalf. al. ret: 

Theſe proceedings making Herod almoſt 
mad, the more he drew his affection daily from 
his ſons, the more his love to Antipater in- 


creaſed 
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creſed. Beſides, he got into his intereſt the 
courtiers- about the palace; ſome complying 
with his meaſures voluntarily, others forced 
thereto by his authority and power (among 
theſe were Ptolomy, one of his very | belt 
friends, and the king's brother,) and all their 
families. Now Antipater's power was almoſt 
boundleſs, and, what was the bittereſt to A- 
lexander, his mother was one of the chief per- 
ſons who adviſed againſt him; a woman 
worſe than any ſtep-mother, and proſecuting 
thoſe who were born of a queen with con- 
ſtant malice and hatred. But though every 
one was worked upon, either by hopes or fears, 
to ſhew extraordinary reſpect to Antipater, 
yet they abandoned the brothers by the king's 
command, who ordered the nobles neither 
to viſit Alexander or his brother, or make any 
application to them. Herod was not only a 


terror to his domeſticks about the palace, 


but to his foreign acquaintance ; for Cſar 
had never inveſted any other king but him 
with ſuch a large ſhare of authority, as to 
give him liberty and power to demand, out of 
thoſe cities which were not in his dominions, 
ſuch fugitives as he pleaſed. The young prin- 
ces were all this while ignorant of the real 
accuſation that was brought them, and this un- 


warily betrayed them into miſtakes ; for their 


father made no open complaint againft any 
one, but they partly gueſſed it by his coldneſs, 
and his paſſion at every little uneaſineſs. Be- 


ſides, Antipater effectually procured their un- 


cle Pheroras, to be their adverſary and enemy, 


as he likewiſe did their aunt Salome, with 


whom, as though ſhe had been his wife, he 


held frequent conferences, and enraged her 


againſt them. Salome's enmity was violently 
increaſed by means of Alexander's wife Glaphy- 
ra, who ſtood much upon the antiquity of her fa- 
mily, and boaſting that ſhe was the miſtreſs over 


every. thing that was tranſacted in the palace, 


as being derived by the (a) father's {ide from 
Temenus, and by the mother's from Darius 


 Hyftaſpes ; the taxed Herod's filter with her 


mean birth, and his wives with their ignoble 
extraction, every one of whom being more 
admired for her perſon, than high deſcent ; 
there were ſeveral of theſe wives, (/) as the 


Book 1. 
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” > as 


Jews by the laws of their country, are; per. 
mitted to have ſeveral. at a time, and, becauſe 
the kings delighted in many; theſe. circum. 


ſtances, and G/aphyra's: haughtineſs and re. 


proaches, made Alexander to be hated. 
Ariſtobulus likewiſe occaſioned a breach be. 
tween him and Salome, though ſhe was his 
mother-1n-law, who was already thoroughly 
nettled at Glaphyra's reproachtul behaviour; 
he was frequently objecting to his wife the 
meaneſs of her birth, how he had married a 
woman of a private family, and how his bro- 
ther Alexander had been wedded to a queen. 
This mortifying ſtory was preſently conveyed 
to the mother by the daughter, with tears in 
her eyes, who added, that Alexander and 4. 
riſtobulus had threatened, as ſoon as they came 
to the kingdom, to make the mothers of their 
other brothers as ſo many waiting women 
upon them, and weavers, and their brothers 
pariſh clerks, laughing at them for their 
learning and bookiſh knowledge : This diſco- 
very enraging Salome ſo much, that ſhe. was 
unable to ſtop the violence of her paſſion, ſhe 
went and diſcloſed every tittle to Hercd, 
who thought he might credit every thing ſhe 
ſaid, eſpecially what ſhe had alledged againſt 
the. ſon-in-law. Beſides, another ill report 
ſpreading at the very ſame time among the 
people, increaſed the anger of the king ; he 
heard that they were frequently guilty of 
1mprecations againſt their mother, and that; 
on his having divided ſome of the wearing 
apparel of his late wife Mariamne among 
his other wives, they threatned ſoon to make 
LM wear hair skins inſtead of royal ha- 
Though theſe reports made Herod fear the 
conſequences of his ſons ambitious ſpirits, yet 
he had ſtill ſome hopes left of bringing them 
to a better ſenſe of their folly. To this end 
he called them to him, as he was ready to 
ſet ſail for Rome, and brightened them with 
a few menaces as he was a king, but gave 


them a great many admonitions as a father, 


deſiring them to love their brothers, and 
that he would pardon what was paſt, provided 
for the time to come. they gave ſigns of a 
better conduct; they cleared themſelves of the 


(a) Hujus Glaphyræ Pater Archelaus, quem Antonius, ejecto Ariarathe, Cappadociz regem conſtituit, nul- 
la propin uitate attingebat genus regium ; fed paternum iſt genus deducabatur ab Archelais, qui cum Ro- 


manis 


um geſſerant. Mater erat ſcortum Glaphyra. Ad Temænum genus ſuum quo jure referebat in- 


certum eſt. Avus ſeſe Mithridatis filium erat ante mentitus. De uxore quod meminerim nihil comperi. Ar- 
chelaus, who was Father of this Glaphyra; and, after Ariarathe was depoſed, made King of Gore by 
e 


Anthony, by no Kindred can claim a Royal Deſcent; his Family, by the Father's Side, 1s deduc 


from the 


ANA who maintained a War againſt the Romans, but his Mother Glaphyra, was a Courtezan. - uo 
not be cleared by what Right he carries back his Pedigree to Temænus, and his Grandfather had before faltly 


repotred himſelf to be the Son of Mithridates. But I cannot recollect that I have found any Thing abou 


Wife, See Strabo. XII. p. 590. 


bout his 


(6) Apparet id ex Dent. XVII. 16. 1. C. XXI. 15. II. Sam. XII. 8. Sic legem intelligunt Hebrz © 


Chyloſtomus ad 1 Cor. XI. Auguſtinus de Doct. Chriſt. L. Ill. C. 16. Et Joſephus, patriarum legum Peg. 
tiſſimus, in Ant. L. 17. C. 1. Grotius. This is plain from Deut. XVII. 16. 17. and XXI. 15. 2 Gas 18 


ſo the Hebrews underſtand this Law, and Chryſoſtom upon 1 Cor. XI. Auſtin in his 3d Book 2 


in Ant. L. 17 


Chap. of Chriſtian Doctrine; and Joſephus, eminently skilled in the Laws of his Country, in An {> there 
C. I. The whole Body of the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament confirms this, for it is conſtautly {aid io 2 
and it cannot be found that any Man was ever reprehended for it. Aldri ck. 


crimes 


imes brought gain{rhemy ſuy ing they were 
forged and falſe, and alledged that their rae 
actions were ſufficient to convince him, that 
their defence ought to be believed, and that 


he ought to be very cautious in giving car to 


reports, for there would never be wanting per- 
ſons to feign crimes againſt them, ſo long 6s 
there were men to perſuade others to believe 
x This remonſtrance ſoon pacifying him, as he 
was their father, they baniſhed the fear they 
then had on their ſpitits, but began to be ve- 
ry thoughtful and ſorrowful for what was to 
come; they knew Salome and their uncle 
Pheroras, were both their enemies, and very 

owerful, eſpecially the latter, who, ſetting 
aſide a diadem, was partner of every thing 
in the kingdom, and received an income of 
an hundred talents to his own ſhare, and 
through his brother's liberality to him, had 
the produce of the whole country beyond 

grdan annexed to his revenue. Belides, be- 


ing made a tetrarch by Herod, who had ob- 
rained that grant of Gz/ar, and married to a 


princeſs, his ſiſter, and after her death having an 
offer of his eldeſt daughter, with a portion of 
three hundred talents. But Pheroras refuſed 
the royal match, that it might not be a hin- 
drance to him in the love he had for a maid 
ſervant ; this refuſal vexing Herod, he married 
her to his brother's ſon, who ſome time after- 
wards was ſlain by the Parthians. But Phe- 
roras and he ſoon renewed their friendſhip, 
the former being left at liberty freely to divulge 
his paſſion. A dee e 105 | 

But Pheroras was charged while the 
queen lived, with having fought means 
to poiſon Herod. Several ſtories were raiſed 
to confirm this circumſtance, and the king, tho 
he paſſionately loved his brother, thought he 
had juſt reaſon to believe them, and conſe- 
quently began to be ſuſpicious and apprehen- 
live, After he had queſtioned ſeveral about 


the affair whom he ſuſpected, he then began 


to ſound the friends of Pheroras, none of whom 
made any confeſſion as to the poiſon ; but ſaid 
that he had made ready to go away with the 
woman he was in love with, and fly to the 
Parthians, and that C:fobarus, Salome's huſ- 
band, whom the king had married to her after 
the death of her former husband, for a ſuſpi- 
cion of adultery, was privy. to his deſign and 
flight, Neither was Salome ſo i1trict in her 
conduct, but that ſhe became liable to ſuſ- 
Picton ; for her brother Pheroras accuſed her 
ot having concluded a marriage with Hus, 
Procurator of Obodas the Arabian king, whom 


1 reckoned as his mortal enemy; however, 
ou 


this, and all the 


banſt her by Pheroras, the was pardoned, and 
eos too met with the ſame lenity from 


(a) Rufinus fa 
alpexiſſe. 
r. Have 
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gh the was proved entirely guilty of 
other charges brought a- 


That Herod did not look on thoſe he hap 


88 4 
the King 48 to kh vrinles dees ae bitt. 


Hut the furious tempet af the family thieat- 


ned Alexander the moit, and the united fottt 


of all ſeemed to be levelled at his head; the 
King had three eunuchs, in conſiderable efteem 
with him, and their employments made them 
be taken patticular notice of. One's buffneſs 
was do ſerve him with wine, another's to pre- 
pare his table, and the third to repoſe and lie 
with him. Theſe three were corrupted with 
the preſents Alexander made them; the king 
was preſently acquainted with the affair, upon 
which being tortured upon the rack, the whole 
matter came out; they ſoon confeſſed their 
having had acquaintance with him, and diſco- 
vered by what promiſes they had been drawn 
into it, and in what manner they had been o- 
ver-reached by Alexander, who told them, 
© That it was not their intereſt to place any 
* longer hope in Herod, the vigour of whoſe 
© body was quite exhauſted, and who dyed his 
© hair, unleſs they would make that a reaſon, 
* and think him young ; that they ought rather 
to follow his party, ' who, in defiance of He- 
rod, would obtain. the kingdom, and ſhortly 
revenge the diſhoneur he had received upon 
his enemies, and make thoſe who were his 
friends happy and fortunate, but them above 
the reſt. Beſides, that the chief men in the 
realm, were 1n his intereſt, and the generals 
and officers of the army privately conferred 
with him.“ en 
This diſcovery ſo charmed Herod, that he 
durſt not report abroad the confeſſion made 
him, but, ſetting day and night ſpies to obſerve 
every occurrence, he made himſelf privy to 
every thing that was ſaid or done, and inſtant- 
ly put to death thoſe who became ſuſpected. 
In conſequence of this, the palace was the 
ſcene of envy, malice, and enmity. Every 
one through prejudice or hatred forged x thou- 
ſand lies, and levelled: their malice at theit 
enemies, and abuſed the king's foul with ſuch 
monſtrous tales, that he was bent now on no- 
thing bur bloodſhed ; their forged accuſations 
obtained credit, and their enemies were pu- 
niſhed, even before their allegations were full 
made out. In ſhort, the accuſer was expoſed 
to the ſame puniſhment with the accuſed, and 
the evidence doomed to the ſame melancholy 
fate with the perſon tried, and, as the rack 
was uſed with extreme vigour, the king ex- 
poſed his own life to very great danger ; his 
enraged mind vented ſo much fury, that he 
could not look (a) pleaſantly on any one per- 
ſon that was innocent, but committed his 
cruelties even on his neareſt friends; this made 
him forbid ſeveral the palace, and thoſe, a- 
gainſt whom he could find no pretence of uſing 
his power, he inveighed bitterly againſt. An- 
tipater ſtill proſecuted Alexander with the utmoſt 
ſpite, and making a faction of his relations 
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* 


ys, Herodem, nemi nem illorum, in quem oculos defigere eontige bat, eo, quo antea vultu 
pened to caſt his Eyes on with his uſual Countenance. 


"ad rcamp makes his Remark thus: Ut ita dicatur Herodes omnes illos, etiam inlontes, quos modo 
pceret, velur hoſtes habuifle, et pravo ſævoque lumine eontritus fuiſſe? So that Herod may be faid to 
ave though 


m Look. 
51, 


lour and ori t all, even the Innocent, his Enemies, on whom he but caſt his Eyes, and had ſtared at with a 


7 C 


that 
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conſciences; | while-others, through the pains 
they ſuffered, were forced to falſity themſelves, 
brother's advantage. . . a Cy + and ſaid, that Alexander in conjunction | with 
The king in time was ſo terrified from the his brother Ariſtobulus had plotted again 
monſtrous and barbarous fictions, which Auti- their father, and fer a time, after they had 
pater and his factions ſowed in his ears, that he ſlain him in hunting, to fly to Rome; theſe 
imagined he ſaw Alexander continually ſtand- circumſtances, though far from truth, and for. 
ing over him with a drawn ſword ; this te- ced from the ſufficient extremity of their tor. 
merity made him quickly apprehend Alexander ments, prevailed ſuddenly on Herod, who now 
and throw him into priſon, and proceed to comforted himſelf that he had his ſon in pri- 
uſe the torments of the rack upon his friends; ſon, and that he had ſome pretence to ſhow 
ſeveral either died without making any con- he had not unjuſtly uſed this ſeverity againſt 
feſſion at all, and refuſed to ſpeak any thing him. e N 
that was not conſiſtent with truth and their I ay 
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chat were-like bimſelf, he left no meaſures un- 
tried that any way would contribute to his 


Ar, 
Archelaus's Works. A Reconciliation between Alexander, Pheroras, and Herod, 


HEN Alexander ſaw there was no the while on every article. Archelaus ſoon 


| poſſible means left him to adviſe his 
father to alter his ſentiments, he was reſolved 
openly to oppoſe the dangers that threatned 
him, and having compoſed tour books againft 
his enemies, he made an ample. confefſion of 
the conſpiracy, and declared that ſeveral of 


them were confederates with him in his de- 


ſigns, chiefly Pheroras and Salome, the latter 
of whom he alledged came one night, and vio- 
lently endeavour'd to lie with him; theſe 
books, which heavily exclaimed againſt, the 
principal men, fell into the hands of - Herod, 
and Archelans, through a tender fear for the 
welfare of his ſon-in-law and daughter, arriv'd 
ſuddenly in Fugdea; his prefence became of great 
ſervice and aſſiſtance to them, and his dextrous 
management prevented the king's deſign of ta- 
king off their heads, for going immediately to 
him, he ſpoke out thus with an excellent voice : 
© Where is that wicked ſon of mine? where is 
* that parricide's head, that I may ſee and tear 
it in pieces? I have wedded my daughter in- 
deed to a fine husband, for though the bears 
not a part in his councils, yet, as ſhe is the 
wife of ſuch an husband, ſhe is polluted with 
his crimes, Iam ſurptized at your wonder- 
ful patience, who have been thus conſpired 
againſt, to let Alexander enjoy his life a mi- 
nute longer. I haſtened my journey out of. 
Cappadocia, thinking to have found him pu- 
nithed long ſince for his baſeneſs and ingra- 
tirude, and to adviſe with you about my 
daughter, whom, through a regard to you and 
your dignity, I betrothed to him, but now I 
find we have work on our hands for both. If 
you are yet a father, and too compaſſionate 
to puniſh a ſon who has been, and till is a re- 
bel, and traitor to you, let us change hands, 
and in putting a juſt reſentment in execution, 
© let us take each other's place.” 

This bravado ſomething diverted Herod from 
his purpoſe, though tenacious of it to a vio- 
lent extremity. In ſhort, he gave him the 
books to read which Alexander had compoſed, 
and looked them over with him, inſiſting all 
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© afide the means of 


found he had an opportunity to diſplay his 
advice, ſo, by little and littte, he laid the 
blame on thoſe whoſe names were mentioned, 
and on Pheroras. - When he ſaw the king rea- 
dy to give ear to his words. The queſtion, 
* fays he, is not whether the young man plots 
* againft you, but whether the ſnares of ſo 
many wicked men are not calculated to ruin 
him, for the reaſon does not appear that has 
induced him to fo enormous a wickedneſs, 
(who not only enjoys the kingdom, but hath 
hopes of ſucceeding to it,) unleſs it be a knot 
of artful counſellors and perſuaders, who have 
abuſed the tenderneſs of his years ; for fuch 
vermin as theſe decoy not only youth, but 
even grey hairs, and ſometimes royal families 
and entire kingdoms owe their deſtruction to 
their pernicious advice. 

Herod freely aſſented to this remonſtrance, 
and gradually abared the indignation he had 
Conceived againſt Alexander, and became ex- 
aſperated at Pheroras, for he, in effect, was 
the ſubject of the four books. Now Phercras, 
ſeeing how the king's mind was inclined, and 
that the friendſhip of Archelaus prevailed 


A 


c 
= 
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with him in every thing, endeavoured to ob- 


tain his indemnity by aſſurance, which he 
could not do by any juſt merhod : Wherefore, 
leaving Alexander, he fled to Archelals, 
who told him, That he could not fee in 
« what manner he could think of eſcaping dan- 
© ger, who lay under ſo many accuſations, from 
* which it was plain he had plotted 8 
© king, and had been the cauſe and author o 
« all the misfortunes to which the young King 
© had been expoſed ; unleſs he would throw 
defending himſelf, and 
© make a frank confeſſion of every thing he was 
© accuſed of, and beg pardon of his brother, 
© who yet loved him; and then he would bie 
© him all the alffoncy in 25 Payer, and firiv 
© to obtain a free pardon for him. 
Pheroras. Prin aps himſelf to Aue 
and, after he had put himſelf into the mol 


[ | | . ac 
. or | Id, he went in 2 
moving condition he could, he we - garment, 
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garment, and full of tears, and threw himſelf 
proſtcate at the feet of Herod, imploring his 
pardon, and owning he had been very wicked 
in committing the ſeyeral things alledged a- 
gainſt him, being intirely ſorry for his infatua- 
tion and thoughtleſs conduct, but that his love 


for a woman had been the cauſe of it. Thus 


Arc helaus, having made Pheroras his own ac- 
cuſer, and a witneſs againſt himſelf, then en- 
treated Herod for him, and cooled his paſſion, 
by ſetting before him a like caſe. * I, {aid he, 
© have ſuffered greater indignities than theſe 
from a brother of mine, yet my natural affec- 
« tion prevailed over my thoughts of revenge. 
In kingdoms, as in large bodies, ſome part 
« or other will always ſwell beyond its propor- 
« tion, occaſioned by its gravity and bigneſs, 
« but it is not prudence to lop ſuch a member 
« off, but apply gentle remedies to heal it.“ 
Having enlarged on more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, he brought Herod's mind to a more cool 
temper towards Pheroras, but did not ceaſe to 
expreſs a reſentment againſt Alexander, and 
ſay that he would part his daughter from him, 
and carry her away with him, till at laſt he 


brought the king to intreat him in his ſon's 


behalf, and begged that his daughter might 
continue to remain with him. (a) Archelaus 
pretended that he deſired his daughter ſhould 
be divorced from Alexander, and married to 
ſome one elſe, but Alexander intreated him to 
lay aſide any ſuch deſign, and ſaid it -ſhould be 
his chief ſtudy, to maintain and preſerve the 
alliance between them inviolable, the king pro- 
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teſting at the ſame time that he would portion 
his ſon, provided he did not diſſolve the mar- 
riage, becauſe they had ſons, and his wife ex- 
tremely loved the young prince, who might, 
it ſhe continued longer with him, apply a re- 
medy to his miſconduct, but, it ſeparated, 
give too fatal reaſons to think that all hopes 
of his amendment were Cut off; for a rebellious 
ſpirit is ſooneſt appeaſed, when it meets with 
love endearments at home. Archelaus, with 
pretended reluCtance, gave way at laſt, and was 
reconciled to his ſon-in-law, he alſo brought 
about a thorough agreement between the 
young prince and the king, but added, that he 
ought, above all things in the world, to ſend 
him to Rome, to confer with Cz/ar, having, 
as he ſaid, wrote him a letter, with an account 
of all the proceedings that had paſſed. 

Thus was a period put to all differences, by 
the artful management of Archelaus, who 
ſaved his ſon-in-law from inevitable ruin. 
And after all complaints were ceaſed, they 
ſpent ſome time in feaſting and rejoicing, He- 
rod, on his departure, made him a preſent of 
thirty talents, of a golden throne embelliſhed 
with diamonds, of eunuchs, and of a con- 
cubine, named Panaychis, and honoured his 
friends according to each man's deſert. In 
like manner the king's relations, by his ex- 
preſs appointment, made very magnificent pre- 
ſents to Archelans, and Herod and his nobles 


conducted him on his journey as far as 
Antioch, 
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The Charges of Euricles againſt Mariamne's Sons. Evaratus of Cos, labours in vain 
to juſtify their Conduct. 


RCHELAUS was ſcarce gone, 


but a certain man came into fudea, 


tar ſuperior to Archelaus in forming ſchemes, 
who not only rendered fruitleſs all rhe good 
Archelaus had done, and the reconciliation he 
had brought abour, but proved - the entire 
ruin of Alexander; he was a Laconian by birth, 
and named (b) Euracles, and, from a violent 
thirſt after money, had now ſtrong inclination 
to live in a kingdom, for Greece was too.much 
wearied with his luxurious courſe of life to 
bear it any longer ; he made his way firſt by 
large preſents which he gave Herod, to induce 
im to grant him thoſe things he had a deſign 
do obtain, his generoſity was ſoon anſwered 


(a) Archelaus vero probiliter, vel ſolertur admodum ſimulavit ſe velle tandem rmittere, ut ea ciuvis col- 
»ccretur præterquam Alexandro. Aldrich. Archelaus, through a Pretence of Si 


deal of Dexterit 
ave her. 


by a double remittance; but pure liberality 


in his opinion, was nothing, unleſs the king- 
dom was enriched with blood. In conſequence 
of this, he attacked the weak ſide of the king 
with flattery, force of rhetoric, and great en- 
comiums of praiſes that did not belong to him, 
and at laſt effectually ſubdued him; tor having 
dived ſoon into the ſprings of Herod's ſoul, and 
gained an uninterrupted liberty to ſpeak and 
act juſt as he pleaſed, he was placed in the 
liſt of Herod's trueſt friends; for the king and 
all the chief men about him, for the ſake of his 
(c) country, being a Lacedemonian, readily 
thewed him great ſigns of reſpect. 


ncerity, or, with a gieat 


y, pretended he was at laſt willing to conſent, that any one, fo as it was not Alexander, might 


0 (5) Is (ni fallor, inquit Uſſerius, in Annal. p. 597.) qui ante annos viginti Antonium a pugna Actiaca 


uglentem perſecutes, 

unuaverat. De 
in his Annals, 
tum, 


jam Herodis hoſpitio uſus, & apud Antipatrum diverſatus, in Alexandri gratiam ſeſe in- 
hor, Eurycle Plutarchus in Anton. p. 947. Aldrich. He (if I am not miſtaken, ſays Uſher, 
pa. 497) who twenty-five Years before followed Anthony when he fled from the Battle at Ac- 
1 now obtained Herod's Friendſhip, lod ed with Antipater, and worked himſelf into Alexander's Favour. 


12 had been a urg Friendſhip ſubſiſting the Jews and the Lacedzmonians, becauſe (among other 


both deri 
latich. oth derived their 


ineage from the ſame Abraham. See Ant. L. 12. C. 14. and L. 13. C. 5. and 9. 
e Spartans are calle Brothers of the Jews in the Book of Maccabeecs. 
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E d with the foibl 
After he had got acquainted with the foibles 
of all the chief 1 5 — in the palace, and the 


differences ſubſiſting between the brothers, 
and how the father ſtood affected to each, the 


firſt thing he did was to gain Antipater's friend 
ſhip, and then, through a ſpecious pretence of 


friendſhip, he courted Alexander's favour, ſay- 
ing falſely, that he had been formerly an ac- 
quaintance of Archelais ; by which artifices, as 
it he had been a perſon of indiſputable honour, 
he obtained admittance for himſelf, without he- 
ſitation, and then took care to ger himſelf re- 
commended to his brother Ar:/fobulns. In ef- 
fe&, he made uſe of every deceit to accompliſh 
his deſigns, and uſed a different method to 
wheedle himſelf into the favour of every dif- 
ferent perſon he had refolved to impoſe on. 
Bur his chief aim was to make himſelt a pen- 
fioner of Antipater, and then to betray Alex- 
anger, which be did. He reproached Anti pater, 


as being the eldeſt, with his negle& of thoſe 


who treacherouſiy endeavoured to deprive him 
of his hopes: And reproved Alexander, as he 
was a queen's ſon, and the husband of a royal 


conſort, with ſuffering a private woman's ſon to 


ſucceed his father in the kingdom, eſpecially 
when he had Archelaus firmly in his intereſt, 
who could be of vaſt fervice to him. As he 
falſely intimated Archelaus's friendſhip, Alex- 
ander thought he had got a faithful counſellor ; 
whereupon he generouſly opened himſelf, and 
without any reſerve revealed to him his whole 
mind in relation to Antipater ; alledging, there 
Was no wonder it Herod could have the heart 
to put their mother to death, when he went 
about to deprive them of his kingdom. At 
this Eurycles ſeemed to be full of pity, and 
pretended a vaſt concern for what had happen- 


ed; and when he had deluded Ariſtohulus to 
the ſame confeſſion, and drawn both into the. 


ſnare to urge their complaints, he withdrew, 
and went to tell Autipater the ſecrets of the 
whole proceeding. But he forged this lie above 
what he had heard, namely, that the brothers 
had laid a plot again his lite, and were every 
minute waiting to ruſh upon him with their 


drawn ſwords. Antipater gave him an hand- 


ſome purſe of money for this intelligence, and 


praiſed him extravagantly to his father; and at. 


laſt, having drawn him to undertake the deaths 
of Alexander and Ariftobulus, Eurycles accuſed 


them before their father, and going to him, ſaid, 


* 


That his life was at Herod's ſervice for the fa- 


of bringing ſomething to light, he was come 
to reward him in ſome meafure; that his ſon 
Alexander had for ſome time ſharpened the 
point of his ſword, and ſtretched out his 
right hand againſt him, but that he had hin- 
dred him in his raſh deſign, by pretending to 
aid him in it. That Alexander ſaid, that He- 
rod was not ſatisfied with having uſurped a 
kingdom that belonged to another, and with 
having, after their mother's death, refuſed 
them her jointure, but had appointed a ba- 
* ſtard to be his ſucceſſor, by delivering his 


. e 


(a) At eonſeſſiſunt ſe ab Alexandro ſollicitos ut Herodem inter venandum opprimerent, funulgne er | 
dicaverunt aurum in equorum ſtabulo defoſſum, & præfectum venatorum arguebant, quod eis Pr 
lamcas regias, & arma, ipſo jubente, Alexandri famulis, Aldrich, L. 16. c. 10. But tLey 


Friis Jos ze unus 


yours he had done him, and that for the ſake. 
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* kingdom into the hands of the pernicious An- 
© tipater, for which he would affuredly revenge 
© thedeath of Hyrcanus and Mariamne on Herog 
© and Antipater; and that it was to his diſhonour 
to ſuffer, without effuſion of blood, ſuch a 
© ſucceſſion to go from ſuch a father. Thar he 
© every day had freſh ground of diſaffection to 
do it, fince he could not ſpeak one word but 
* what was miſconſtrued and turned to his pre- 
* judice. For if he happened to ſay any thing 
of any one's high birth, he was unjuſtly i 
© fronted, his father always telling him ironi- 
cally, that Alexander was the only noble man 
who could boaſt of high deſcent, and that 
Herod could not hear of his own mean birth, 
If in hunting he held his tongue, it was made 
a matter of offence ; but it he commended 
any one, he was ſtiled a cavilier. That his fa- 
ther was intolerably unmerciful to him, hut 
paſſionately indulgent to Antipater; for 
which he was ready to die, if his deſigns 
proved abortive, but if he had the fortune 
to kill him, his fafety would depend on his 
father-in-law Archelaus, and Cæſar, who was 
a perfect ſtranger to Herod's diſpoſition and 
way. For he would not, as he had done 
before, ſtand by him, whoſe very preſence 
he abominated and trembled at, or make an 
defence of thoſe things which he had alledg- 
ed in his own name againſt him; but that he 
would firſt lay open the miſeries to which his 
whole nation had been expoſed, and tell 
how they had been harraſſed even to death, 
with the taxes that were exacted of them; 
that then he would diſplay in how much lux- 
ury and wickedneſs he had ſquander'd away 
the money which he had obtained with blood- 
ſhed, and who they were that had enriched 
themſelves, what kind of perſons they were, 
and the cities that they had liberty to plun- 
der. And that, after he had gone on thus 
far, that he would then urge the death of his 
grandfather and mother, and bring to light 
all the enormous abuſes that had crept 1nto 
the kingdom. The knowledge of all which 
Yong clear him from being thought a patri- 
einen 1 "i 
After he had made an end of accuſing Alea- 
ander in this manner, he expatiated on the 
praiſes of Antipater, as the only one who loved 
his father, and who then was a means of hin- 
dring the execution of the other's deſigns. The 
king, having not thoroughly recover'd his ſpirits 
from his late misfortunes, was now thrown into 
a deſpair paſt recovery. Beſides, Antiparer hit 
upon another expedient to put his deligns in 
practice, which was, to ſuborn other accuſers 
againſt the brothers, and ſay, that they held 
correſpondence with Fucundus and Hanni, 
who formerly had been officers in the king Sat. 
my, but for ſome male practices turned out an 
caſhiered. This report raiſing Herod's ind, 
nation to a vaſt height, he preſently ſummone 
the men, and put them to the rack ; but ye! 
made no confeffion (a) at 1 5 wy * 
things charged againſt them. A letter iced 
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ned that 


o 
Alexander, 


Book- J. 
duced wrote by Alexander to one of Hervd's 
Governors, defiring him to receive him and his 
brothet Arifobulus, after they had Main their 
father, within his caſtle, and give them leave 
to make uſe of his arms and other things that 
thould be found neceſſary, But Alexander pro- 


ved that the letter had been forged by Diophan- 


tus, This Diophantus was the king's ſcribe, a 
preſuming fellow, and one who had a ſurprizing 
art in imitating any one's hand writing that was 
ſer before him. He making a long excuſe, was, 


however, for this fact, put to death. But He- 


rod putting the governor of the caſtle to the 
rack, could extort (1) no diſcovery from him 
of any one article with which he was charged. 
hut though Herod found the (2) accuſations 
inſufficient, he ordered his fons to be kept in 
cuſtody, though not to be put in chains. He 
rewarded Eurydes with a preſent of fifty ta- 
lents, and called him his benefaCtor and preſer- 
ver, who was the diſturber of his family, and 
the cauſe and promotet of all the wickedneſs 
that had been acted. And befote the true news 
of theſe proceedings reached Cappadocia, he 
had the aſſurance to report that it was owit 
to his endeavours that a reconciliation had been 


of "the JEWISH: 


brought about between Herod and Alexander; 
for which he received money from Archelaus, 
and going after this into Greece, he abuſed his 
ill-acquited wealth in the commiſſion! of t-. 
3 baſe facts. But he was twice accuſed 
be e with having filled Achaio with commo- 
tions, and robbed the cities there, for which 
he was ſent into baniſhment. And thus was he 
puniſhed atrer his treacherous proceedings a- 
gainſt Ariſtobulus and Alexander. oe 
It will not be improper to ſet Eparatus of 
Bos againſt this Spartan. For thefe being a 
ſtrict friendſhip between him and Alexander, 
and the king queſtioning him about the very 
time when Eurydes appeared, concerning the 
things he had laid to their charge, gave him his 
word, and at the ſame time confirmed it by an 
oath, that the young princes had never opened 
their mouths to him about any one article al- 
ledged againſt them. But this aſſertion did 
not at all move Herod in behalf of the miſerable . 
princes. For he was an implicit liſtener to re- 
ports, though raiſed only by malice; if any one 
gave the like afſent to, and ſeemed moyed with 
them, he was certain to gain his favour by 
it. | 


CHAP. XXVIL 


Herod, by permiſſion of Cæſar, accuſes bis 


duced in court, are condemned, and ſoon 
LL this while Salome was privately en- 


A deavouring to put her cruel deſigns in 
execution againſt the ſon, and Ariſtobulus deſi- 
ring to involve her in the danger with him, 
who was both his mother- in-law and aunt, ſent 
to give her timely notice, to have a regard to 
ber own ſafety; for the king would certainly 
put her to death; being ſtill under the guilt of 
the very facts the had been charged with for- 
merly, which were her deſire to intermarry 
Mels the Arabian, who was the king's pro- 
teſs'd enemy, and revealing to him all his ſe- 
cret counſels. Now the . to which the 
young prince had been a long time expoſed, 
proved too violent for them: For Salome, with- 
out making any heſitation, went directly to the 
lug, to acquaint him with the news and war- 
nung the had received. He, unable to put an 
longer check on his fury, ordered both his ſons 
to be put in chains, and in different places. 
nen he immediately ſent away to Cæſar Volu- 
nds, the prefect of his army, and his friend 
Olympus, with a letter diſcovering the whole 
mMrigue, They arriving at Rome, gave Cæſar 
Ihe letter, who was extremely concerned for 


Alexander, had ver 


ſons at Berylus. They, without being pro- 5 


after ſent to Sebaſte, and their ſtrangled. 


the ſons, but judged it unreaſonable to prevent 
the father from 3 his authority over 
them. At laſt he wtote back, and told him 
that he left him at liberty to be his on maſter 
over them, adding, he would act very prudent- 
ly to make inquiry into the conſpiracy in a free 
aſſembly of their relations, and the governors of 
the 7 ; and if they were found alfually 
guilty of it, to puniſh them with death, but if 
their deſigu was no other than to eſcape, to cha- 
ſtiae them with a milller treatment. 
Herod obeyed the contents of Cæſar's letter, 
and arriving at Berylus, where Czſ/ar had of- 
dered the aſſembly to meet, he ſummoned the 
court. Saturnius and Pedanins, the governors 
of the provinces, and the officers who came 
with them, to whom Cæſar had ſent his lettezs, 
ſeared themſelyes in the firſt place. Among 
theſe was Volumnius the prefect; next to theſe 
ſat the relations and friends of the king, and 
Salome and Pheroras; and after them all the 
Syrian chiefs, except king Archelaus, whom, 


as he was Alexander's father-in-law, Herod ſuſ- 


pected. The king, through a very dextrous 


management, kept the young princes from ap- 


ai y much interceded with them to kill Herod as he was a huntin and made à ſurther 
covery, that there was 


iman with having ſup 
dien him orders. Aldrich, L. 16. c. 10. 


K 1) Ipſe enim nihil confeflus eſt. Sed 
ſerarum exemplar, 
ow: the letter as thouph Alexander 
umſtances relating to this 


e. 29 Hactenus a ͤ tanta 
u minime comp 
dlence, but wh 
Pat in chains. 
. | 


$2, 


ied them with the kin 


umanitate temperavit : fed 
us utrumque vinari juſſu. Ant. L. 16. 


en Salome made one of the number of 
Antiq. B. 16. c. 10. 1 


*** 


ejus haſce literas protulit q 

alia que huc ſaciunt, vide in Ant. L. 16, Aldrich. He made no diſcovery, but pro- 

had given him it for his father. The 
point, may be teen in Ant. B. 16. 


7 D 


= hid under ground in the ſtables where the horſes ſtood, and charged the head 
g's lances, and Alexander's {ſervants with arms, as he had 


uafi ad parentem ab Alexandro datas. 


copy of it, and the other cit- 


cum poſtea Salome quoque delatrix accederet, tum 
c. 10. Aldrich. As yet he refrained from ſuch vi- 
accuſers, he was not himſelf, but ordered both to be 
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pearing before the court, very well knowing, 
if they were but ſeen, they would move all 


the audience to pity, and if they had liberty to 
make their defence, that Alexander would ſoon 


clear himſelf of the accuſations brought againſt 


him. Mean while they were kept in cuſtody 


at Platames, a Sidonian town. ; 
The king began firſt, and inveighed againſt 
them, as though they had been preſent. He 
charged them with conſpiracies and plots againſt 
him, but ſo weakly, as if he ſtood in need of 
evidences to confirm them, and objected to 
them the many reproaches, ſcofs, and ſlanders 
they had uſed againſt him, and the innumerable 
crimes they had been guilty of towards him, 
which he painted to the judges in as ſtrong co- 
lours as he was capable. Then when he found 
no one made any reply to his words, he began 
a moſt bitter complaint, as if he had been con- 
demned himſelf who had obtained ſuch a cruel 
victory over his ſons, and asked every one his 
opinion. Saturninus, upon this, gave his opi- 
nion firſt, and ſaid, he condemned the young 
men, but not capitally; for he thought it too 
hard to pronounce judgement of death upon the 
ſons of another perſon, when he had three of 


his own ſtanding by him. The two other / 


judges were of the {ame opinion, and ſome o- 
thers gave into their determinations. But the 
firſt who pronounced the fatal ſentence was Vo- 
Jumnius: and all the reſt ſeconded him, deter- 
mining death upon the young men, either to 
flatter or ſhew their hatred to Herod; for none 
did ſo from a motive of revenge. All Syria 
and Judæa was in great ſuſpence and fear, wait- 
ing the event of ſo remarkable a circumſtance: 
But no body ſuſpected Herod's cruelty would 
proceed ſo far as to take away his ſon's lives 
ut he dragged them away to Tyre, and failing 
thence to Cæſarea, he conſulted there what death 
to puniſh them with, 8 
_ - While theſe proceedings were in action, an 
old ſoldier of the king's, named Tero, who had 
a ſon very intimate with Alexander, and who 
himſelf ſecretly loved the young princes, 
through an exceſs of indignation at the late ma- 
nagement, in a frantick manner ran about, and 
cried out that juſtice was trampled under foot, 
truth deſpiſed, the order of things turned to 
confuſion, and mankind remarkable only for 
exceſs of impiety; and uttered a thouſand 
things beſides, which grief ſuggeſted ro him, 


CHAP. MVIII. 


Antipater is bated by all, The king marries the ſons 7 the deceaſed 70 bis. relation 
Antipater deſigns other matches for them. Herod's 


VERY one being ſenſible that Antipater 
had been the ſole cauſe of all the accuſa- 
tions that were brought againſt his brothers, 
now he had an inconteſtable right to the ſuc- 
ceſſion, purſued him with an intolerable hatred. 
His fears preſent terrible images to him, when 
he ſaw the ſons of his mundered brothers every 
day advance in years. Alexander had by his 


E 


Bock I. 
who was entirely regardleſs of his life. At 
length he took courage, and went to the king, 
In my opinion, ſays he, you are the moſt miſerabi 
man in the world, to give credit to baſe wretches 
againſt thoſe whom you ought to hold the moſt dear. 
Pheroras and Salome, um you have ſeveral 
times condemned, gain credit with you. Thy 
depriveypu of ſucceſſors who have a lawfultlain 
to reign after you, and leave the government 10 
Antipater alone, making him a king who is their 
profeſs'd enemy. Certainly it is your intereſt fo 
ſee whet her the ſoldiers will approve of your mur. 
thering his brothers. For there is not a ſoul by; 
what is moved with pity for the hard fate of the 
young princes, and ſeveral of your principal off. 
cers are not backward openly to declare the ſenti- 
ments ef their incenſed minds, When he had 
ſpoke thus, he named the perſons who were en- 
raged. Whereupon the king immediately or- 
4 them, him and his ſon, to be apprehend. 
ed. 
After this, one of the king's barbers, named 
Tryphon, through a motive of unaccountable 
madneſs, ſtepp'd out and made a diſcovery, fa... 
ing, that Tero would. have perſuaded me to cut 
our throat, as I ſhaved you, aſſuring me that I 
vould be handſomely rewarded for it by Alexan- 
der. Herod hearing this, put Tero and his ſon, 
and the batber, to the rack. They making no 
diſcovery,and the barber giving no further light 
into the affair, Zero was ordered to be tacked 
more vehemently. The ſon pitying his father, 
promiſed to make a full diſcovery, provided 
he would pardon his father. The king aſſuting 
him he would, he ſaid he only wanted an op- 
portunity to put him to death, having been per- 
ſuaded to it by Alexander. Some were of opi- 
nion this was only an artifice to ſave his father, 
white others affirmed he ſpoke the truth. 
Notwithſtanding this, Herod accuſed the of- 
ficers and Tero before a council, and raiſed an 
aſſembly of the people againſt them, who with 
ſtones and faggots craſhed them to death with 
the barber. Having ſent his ſons to Sebafe, but 
a little diſtance from Cæſarea, he gave com- 
mand for them to be ſtrangled; and his orders 
being readily put in execution, he ordered the 
dead bodies to be brought to Alexandria, and 
there interred with Alexander their grandtather 
by the mother's fide. And thus did Alexander 
and Ariftobulns ſuffer their laſt cataſtrophe. 


marriages and children. 


wite Glaphyra two ſons, Tigranes ao 
der, and Ariſtobulus by Berenice the __ 

of Salome, three ſons, Herod, and 2 and 
Ariftobulus, and two daughters, r l 
Mariamne, Herod, after he bad Fa 4 ia, 
to death, ſent. Glaphyra back into ertnict, 
and returned her fortune with her; and 10 40 


the wife of Ariftobulus, was marrc pater 5 


Book I. 


ater's uncle by the mother's ſide: This being 
purely done by Antipater to gain a reconcilia- 
tion with Salome, whom he had offended. Be- 
ſades, Antipater made large preſents of money to 
Pheroras, and endeavoured to gain the intereſt 
of Ceſar's friends by ſending large ſums of money 
to Rome. Saturninus alſo, and all the officers 
with him in Hria, were loaded with preſents. 
But the more he gave away, the more he was 
hated ; as he diſtributed his prodigious kind- 
neſſes not from any true generoſity, but prodi- 
cally threw them away through fear; and he. 
had the ill fortune to find that thoſe who took 
his fayours were not at all the kinder to him, 
and his enemies who got nothing proved the 
more inveterate. However, in the diſtribution 
of his rewards he became every day more pro- 
tnſe and extravagant, when, contrary to the 
hopes he had formed, he ſaw the king mindful 
of the orphans, and, from a tenderneſs which 
he ſhewed to the children of his deceaſed ſons, 
diſcovered plain that their murther ſat heavy 
on his ſpirits. | ; 

Herod on a time having aſſembled his rela- 


tions and friends,and ſet before them the youn 


children, with a flood of tears burſt out and ſaid, 
The fathers of theſe poor orphans have been taken 
away from me through a miſerable turn of for- 
tune, and compaſſion and nature together plead 
for theſe, and recommend them to my protection 
and favour. I will now endeavour, if I havebeen 
n critel father, to ſteu myſelf a more Rind grand- 
father, and will leave them, after I am gone, to 
the care of guardians who are my beſt friends. 
Wherefore I betrot he Pheroras, your daughter, to 
Alexander's eldeſt ſon,that you may be a careful 
guardian to him through your nearneſs of kindred ; 
and to your ſon Antipater I give the daughter of 
Ariſtobulus, in order that by this alliance you 
may be a father to here and my own fon Herod 
ſhall (1) take his ſiſter to wife, whereby he will 
have by the mother's fide, an high prieſt for an 
uncle, Every one who loves me, let him agree 
with me inthe ſame reſolution, for none but thoſe 
who hate me willrender my good intentions fruit- 
leſs. And I pray God to confirm theſe marriages 
with me, and make them happy, to ihe advance- 
ment of my kingdom, and the caſe of my grand- 
children, and to look on theſe orphans with a mild- 
er eye than their fathers were bleſt with. 
While he ſpoke thus, he cried, and joined 


the right hands of the orphans together, em- 


bracing each with great affection, and then he 
diſmifled the aſſembly. Antipater was nettled 
to the heart, and ſoon made it plain to all that 
s concern was none of the leaſt. For he con- 
cluded that the honour attributed to rhe or- 
pnans took ſo much of his own reſpe& away 
from bis father; and could not help fearing the 
danger the kingdom might be expoſed to, if 
/cxander*s ſons, beſides Arc helaus, retained in 
their intereſt Pheroras the tetrarch. Beſides, 
e reflected on the hatred the whole nation bore 
im, and how they were moved with compaſ- 


4000 Doris had a brother named Thendio. Ant. L. 
me place. To him was Berenice, Ariſtobulus's wife, 
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ſion for the orphans, how ſoon they were indu- 


* 


ced to promote their proſperity, and how deep- 
ly the deaths of the brothers which he had oc- 


caſioned far in the minds of the eus; all which 
made him try every meaſure to break the alli- 
„ ˙᷑——.. onto det os hoy. 

Knowing his father to be inexorable, and 
rouzed up vith the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, he was 
afraid to have recourſe to artifice to regain his 
favour, However, he boldly went, and begged 
him not to rob him of an honour he had given 
him, nor to let him have only the empty title 
of a kingdom, and ſufter others to uſurp the. 
authority, For it was impoſſible for him to 
obtain the adminiſtration, if Alexander's ſon, 
beſides his grandfather Arc helaus, ſhould. have 
Pheroras for his protector and defender. 
Therefore he earneſtly begged him to alter the 
alliance, fince there was ſuch a numerous po- 
ſterity in the palace; for the king had nine 
wives, and children by ſeven of them; to wit, 
himſelf by Doris, Herod by Mariamne the 
daughter of the high-prieſt, and Autipas and 
Archelaus by Malthare the Samaritan, and a 
daughter named Olympias by the ſame woman, 
whom Fo/eph his brother's ſon had married; 
Herod and Philip by Cleopatra of Hieroſolyma, 
and Phaſael by Pallas. That he had other 
children, Roxane and Salome, one by Phædra, 
and the other by Epis, and had two wives who 
were both barren, a couſin and a brother's 
daughter, and two ſiſters of Ari/tobulus and A- 
lexander by Mariamne; that therefore as ſuch 
a numerous progeny remained, Antipater beg- 
ged that the marriages might not be conſum- 
mated ſo much to his diſadvantage. 

The king ſeeing the drift he had againſt the 
orphans, was in a violent paſſion, and immedi- 


— 


ately thought of his murdered ſons, imagining 


Antipater had had the deepeſt hand in the ruin 
of them. He anſwered him in a very angry 
manner, and gave Antipater an abſolute denial, 
but perſuaded ar laſt by his cunning ſpeeches, 
he conſented .,to alter the marriage, and be- 


trothed to Antipater the daughter of Ariſto- 


bulus, and his ſon to the daughter of Pheroras. 
Any one may gueſs from hence what a ma- 
ſter of diſſimulation Antipater was, and how 


much he could prevail in it, when Salome had 
not an influence to ſucceed in the ſame affair. 


Though ſhe was a ſiſter, and uſed. her greateſt 
art and intreaties, Julia, Cæſar's wite, in- 
terceeding for her all the time, to be given to 
Hllæus the Arabian, yet he proteſted by an 


oath, if ſhe did not ceaſe to mention even the 


leaſt circumſtance of that Affair, he would 
reckon her the greateſt enemy he had in the 
world; and at laſt, againſt her inclination, mar- 
ried her to Alexas, one of his friends; one of 


her daughters to Alexas's ſon, and the other to 


Antipater's uncle by the mother's ſide. One 
of the daughters he had by Mariamne was gi- 
ven to Antipater his ſiſter's ſon, and the other 
to Phaſael his brother's ſon. 


7 4 4 Doris's brother is called Thendius in the 
aſter the death of her husband, betrothed. 1 
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Antipater's actions become intoletable, He 7s ſent to Rome with Herod' s will. 
;rvatber than abandon his wife, leaves his brother, He dies at home. 


of Nene having cnt of all hopes from the 
" orphans, and ordered the alliances by 


| marriage to his own advantage, threw off the 


mask as if he could now depend upon himſelf, 
and adding a grand aſſurance to his malice, be- 
haved himſelf in an intolerable manner: for 
_ he could not ſhake off the general ha- 
tred that purſued him, he ſtrove to build his 
ſecurity on his power, by ſtriking a terror into 


the people. Pheroras preſently made his court 


to him, as though he was certainly to be king. 
And the women aſſembled together in the pa- 
lace, from whence aroſe freſh diſturbances. 
Pheroras*s wife, aided: by her mother and ſiſter, 
and Antipater*s mother, behaved her ſelf very 
infolent in the palace, preſuming to uſe the 
king's two (1) daughters very ill, which made 
Herod hate her more than the reſt. Notwith- 
ſtanding they were hated, they exerciſed their 
authority over others. Salome was the only 
perſon that difconcerted their meaſures, and ac- 
quainted the king with their frequent cabals, 
making out, that his intereſt was at ſtake by 


their actions. As ſoon as they heard of the 
- diſcovery ſhe had made, and the great paſſion 


which Herod had received the report in, they 
forbore meeting together ſo publickly, and laid 
aſide the familiarity that had paſſed between 
them; pretending the quite contrary, and ſeem- 
ing to differ one from another; among whom 
Antipater played his part, and pretended the 
ſame diviſion, but in the fight of all followed 
Pheroras very cloſe. Notwithſtanding this ob- 
ſtacle, they found means to meet privately to- 
ether, and had their nightly entertainments, 
eing induced to unite firmly to one another 
from the conſtant obſervation that was made of 
their actions. But not a tittle paſſed that was 
either done or plotted, that could eſcape Ha- 
lome s knowledge, who went and told the king 
every thing. ob; e 
He burned: with anger, but chiefly at the 
wife of Pheroras, For Salome was more inve- 
terate againſt her than the reſt. In conſequence 
hereof, Herod convened a council of his rela- 
tions and friends, and laid ſeveral things to her 
charge, particularly the injuries ſhe had done 
his daughters: how the had bribed the P hari- 
ſees to be his enemies, and made his brother, by 
her canning behaviour, his adverſary ; then he 
turned to Pheroras, and gave him the choice of 
theſe two alternatures, either to keep him his 
brother, or put away his wife. He faying he 
would ſooner looſe his lite than his wife, Herod, 


(1) Virgines, Salomen-puta & Roxanem, Elpide &- hedranaras,. uare fiebat ut illam odio : 
rodes, Ant. "if 17. c. 2. dicitur quod 8 3 ſuæ fon quamvis odiſſet eam Fefe in 
rias filiabus ſuis virginibus illatas. Faciunt quidem ancillz hujus mores, ut utrumque veriſimi 


an utrumque ſcripſerit Joſephus, ex ſequentibus lector. judicat. Aldrich. Virgius, for enample, 1 Gajd 
and Roſane, born of Elpis and Phædra, which induced Herod to hate her. Ant. L. 17+ é. 28 daugb- 
that Pheroras obeyed his wife, though he diſliked her for her injurious treatment of his own 1. 
ters. Her behaviour indeed makes both accounts ſcem very probable; but whether Joſephus wie 


kt the reader judge from the ſequel, 
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Rome. They ſending a letter that it was He- 
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Pherorat, 


in a perplexity what to do, turned the diſcoutſe 
to his ſon Antipater, and charged him neither 
to keep any fatther correſpondence with Pherg. 
ras's wife, nor with'Pheroras himſelf, nor with 
any other that belonged to her. He did no- 
thing openly in oppoſition to his orders, but 
ſectetly ſpent whole nights with them! but 
tearing his conduct might be expoſed to the pry. 
ing eyes of Salome, he endeavoured and pained 
his ends at laft, by the interpoſition of his 
friends aſſiſtance, who lived in [raly, to go to 


rod's intereſt to ſend Antipater to Ceſar ve 
ſoon, the king, without any heſitation, ſent him 
with a ſplendid retinue, and a large ſum of 
money, and his will to carry to Cefar, wherein 
it was inſerted that Antipater was to reign after 
him, and Herod after Antipater, botn of Mari« 
amne the high prieſt's daughter. 
Heuss the Arabian ſailed. the very ſame 
time to Rome, rejecting the commands Czſar 
had laid on him, inorder to diſpute thoſepoints 
with Antipater, for which he had before been 
tried by Nicolaus. Beſides, he had an affair ot 
great importance to tranſact again Aretas, the 
Arabian king, who had put to death Hir 
and ſeveral other perſons friends, and ſlain $- 
emas, the richeſt and moſt powerful man of all 
Petra. Having bribed Fabalus Czſar's procu- 
rator, with as large a ſum of money as he asked, 
he uſed this man's intereſt againſt Herod, but 
Herod giving Fabalus a larger preſent, won him 
frem S$3//214s, and did every thing by him as 
Cæſar commanded. Syllæus finding he did no- 
thing for him, accuſed him to Cæſar, alledging, 
he was a procurator who had a greater regard 
for Herod's intereſt than his. This enraging lim 
to a great degree, he, as he was ſtill in great 
eſteem with Herod, opened Hilæus's ſecrets to 
him, and told him how he had corrupted with 
money Cornithus, one of his guards, who ouglt 
to be impriſoned. The king was not ſcrupu- 
lous in believing it; for Cornithus had been 
trained up in the palace, and was an Arabian 
by nation. In conſequence of this he preſently 
ordered him to be apprehended, when he ſeized 
him, with two other Arabians, one a friend q 
Hlleus, and.the other a governor of a i? 
and being put to the rack, confeſſed they 5 
offered Cornithus a great ſum of money ro ” 
Herod. Upon a ſecond examination by Sf 
aus, they were ſent to Rome. 0 
But Herod could not part with. Pheroras o 
agreeable terms, wanting to force him to put 


haberet He. 


e videatur* 
alome 
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Book 1. 
away his wife. Neither could he find any way 
how to puniſh her, though he had cauſes ſuffi- 
cient to hate her; till, ſtung with violent grief, 
he put his brother with her out ot the palace. 
Pheroras patiently ſubmitted to this hardſhip, 
and retired to his tetrarchates, ſwearing that 
Herod's death alone ſhould put an end to his 
baniſhment, and that he would never return 
while he was alive; and to make good his pro- 
teſtation, he never could be induced, though 
preſſed in the moſt earneſt manner in the world, 


to come to ſee his brother when he was fick and 


kept his bed, who wanted to leave ſome orders 
with him before he departed. But Herod reco- 
vered of his illueſs beyond expectation, and 


n 


Herod enquires into the Death of Pheroras, and finds that Antipater had prepared 
Poiſon for him. Doris and Mariamne, 
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Pheroras himſelf not long after fell ill, and 
found Herod in a milder difpoſition, for he came 
to ſee him, and, with a tender concern for his 
condition, uſed all poſſible means for his reco- 
very; but his affection and care proved fruit- 
leſs, for Pheroras paid his laſt debt to nature 
ſome few days after. It was the common opi- 
nion that Herog poiſoned him, though he gave 
plain demonſtrations of his love to him to his 
laſt breath. Havuing ordered the dead body to 
be brought to Hieroſolyma, he commanded all 
the nation to. pay ſolemn funeral honours to it, 
and interred ãt with extreme magnificence. And 
this was the end of one of thoſe who had been 
the ruin of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 


o of the Conſpirators, are diſcarded, 


and Herod, the Son vf the latter, is diſmberited. 


TH E death of Pheroras gave beginning to 

the puniſhment that afterwards fell on An- 
tip ater, the author of the late villainy, Some 
of his ſreedmen went to the king with ſorrow 
in their countenances, and ſaid thar' his brother 
Pheroras had been deſtroyed by poiſon, his wife 
having prepared victuals for him which had 
been dreſſed not after his uſual manner, and 
that he had ſearcely eat of it, but ' he fell into 
the illneſs of which he died; that, but two days 
before, his mother and ſiſter had brought out 


of Arabia a woman that knew perfectly well 


the nature of poiſon, in order to prepare a 
philtre for Pheroras; and that through advice 
of Hllæus, to whom the was well known, ſhe 
had given him poiſon chat always carried certain 
death with it. ak EE. 

The king, * tormented: with a thouſand fufpi- 
c10ns, ordered 'the waiting and ſome of the 
freed women to be put to the rack. One, in 
the midſt of her agonies, cried out, May God, 
who is the ſupreme ruler © of heaven and earth, 
puniſh according to her deſerts! the mother of 
Antipater, who is the cauſe of theſe bur miſ- 
ortunes. The king making the woman's: words 
the ground of further inquiry, proceeded to 
trace the truth out more cloſely. The woman, 
on this, made a plain diſcovery of the intimate 
acqua mtance and ſecret meetings thetechad been 
carried on between Anti pater's mother, Phero- 


746, and his women; andthow PHirora a und n- 


'pater, when they left the king, ſpeht the 
e night in 1 4 te 
a 


OM men and women ſervants from being ad- 
5 E © 


You women, every thing Came to light. 5 
1 2 cd queſtioned each by themſelves; and 
—— is found every one's tale exactly correſ- 


_s to one another; how Hntipaten had taken 
S yurney to Rome 
crea, 


. For it had been ſeveral times: faid by 
«16. hat after Herod: had compleated' his 
0 1 on Alexander and Ari ſtvbuuitus, he 
© of hz make them and their wives the ſubject 


his anger, for. fr. wes 3 
„ for it was not any way proba- 


feaſting with them, and ſhut out 


Thus, by the means of one of the | | 
naked: with our lives. But that} it was im- 


F hindred i them from! beari ng- it hat affection ito 
„and Pheroras werwed:ito 

5 we: have! privately: met together, and, if we 
© have: the courage and ſpirit to exert our- 
eulſelves, we may venture to ſhew ourſelves in 


„ publick. 


© ble' that he who had not ſpared Mariamne, 
c and the fruits of her womb, ſhonld reſtrain 
© himſelf from any one of them; and therefore 
it was an action of great prudence and fore- 
fight to get as far as they could from the 
power of ſuch a monſter.“ That Anti pater 
had often complained to his mother, and ſaid, 
That while his father was every day making 
© himſelt young, he was growing old and grey 
© headed. That there was more reaſon to 
think that he ſhould die firſt, than have the 
© happineſs to receive the kingdom ; and thar, 
© ſuppoſing Herod ſnould die before him, when- 
© foever it happened his pleaſure of the ſuc- 
© cefion would be of the ſhorteſt date; that 
© the ſons of Alexander and Ariftobulus were 
© fo many hydra's heads ſprouting up, and that 
© his father had robbed him of the hope he had 
put in his children; for none of them were 
© to inherit any thing after his deceaſe, Herod, 
Mariamne's ſon, being appointed heir by his 
father. That from this circumſtance it was 
© plain his old age had turned his brain ;-1f it 
© was to be thought that his will was to ſtand; 
for he had made no proviſion for any of his 
family. That his father's hatred far exceed- 
ed the indignation of all fathers that ever had 
any antipathy againſt their ſons, but that his 
ſpleen to his-brothers was abundantly more. 
That from this infatuation he had been indu- 
e ced'toignethim an hundred talents to: break 
off his acquaintance with Pheroras. On his 
ſaying, What prejudice do we do him? That 
d ntipater's anſwer was, I only beg that, after 
elzheuhas taken all away, he. wouldideave us 


R 


A 


en poſſible any one ſhould: eſcape che hands of 
c ſuchia monſter ſo deſirous of blood, who 


one another as they ought, that, upon that, 


7 E „„ 


* 
. . 
bf — you —— hoe en * — 
. we a_ 33 
wt * 
— * _—_ 8 —— 22 — PR 5 
rr I. os - 


Os — . . — a — - — 
r 2 — e EW > » - - — 5 
— — 2 — 1 
8 a a - — ww err ern 1 2 ——_— 4 0 P — 5 ; þ 
> _— 4 pw 7 — a 1 1 A G . 
6 4 _— wr” — x FEI — . 1 2 0 * — 1 8 — 
— — — 2 8 — - l * 5 1 * 1 2 20 , 
— of + wn — + 4 ” * = — 22 — oY = 22 8 ys 7 . _ 15 7 — . —— - coor ner 3 | 
54 ** 4 ” > ma - n . —— e * 8 . 8 f <> £ —_ — ET j _— 
: Ken * — . - F — ee 2. 5 c bene 4 1 AE N 5 * — — — ——— Mong > — ́—à———— —— — 
. a 4 — > 4 — 449 * 2 Ho - WEE * 93 * — "= FEW . 92 wr ; _ - —— * 5 OC I lb - \ - = = = * 
by — — — — 8 — a 1 rn 2 . — wo . 2 _ 2 8 . — — = _ — — — A i. q 'Y l = 7 I - — _ - - 
——_— —_— I I 1 EL * IT 2 2 e 41 . a #42 -- . . - — 5 2 4 2 — * £4 — © , 7 * r DN — SE. — 
— 4 wes 2 1 a" F 1 „ * * S wt , . 8 — 8 * a 2 0 * ha - — n * 1 n — K 2 6 TILES 
2.8! . 7 8 3 = hy N ; y —— a * p © 4 l q 5 — l _ cv RR - PS £ 
* K c 2 92 1 r " ot . : b c ht _—_ - = 3 c 5 —— — _ me 2 —— — ores * - a . & — — — * * 
. << — 1 £ 8 * —B— wad — . a * * —_— des mf en . | N TCR * 5 Af IES — oct 
ad — — Df : w_ X 8 = * — Ju - -p-\ .- — * 2 4 1 8 0 2 * __ — * ge el £ 
£ i "CG hy? = RY U FEM 2 > «OY > _ \ DE of RS , AF wr way I = er a "ul a bt; es - 1 oy = 1 * 
N . 4 —— * — — L 4 n . A I 
— * 28 Ns — r — od e by 8 ” 
* 2 2 x — 2 n 2 * 2 
— 22 * £ . 2 9 3 11 
— N 8 4 — "ow x —_ * 
1 1 — . — © : a bo 8 5 
. * . 
Ns 


by * 
- — — 4 "AT. | * 8 — : 
— : oh g — _—_ . _ — 
0 [? 22228 . 
Mm as — IS _ ">: — - — 25 
2 * x "= 822 N 4 
"LIKE — n 


2 * . 5 * 
= _— - — — — — th _ - ** 4 — - 
| = | | | \ — — * — E 
— — » —ͤ 8 r 
8 — ſ— 
U 
= * — 


—— — 


T >. FOE GCN FAG toe B1 


: 8 — 85 = — - — — - — 
: — — — — 
E * — 7 
- P Pr te OG Ye rs Har at rt”; os A pn > — — . Pd p — 2 — 
5 — — — 4 . — 


— a 
— 4 
. ns a ws OA rn 


— — 2 x 


— 


— 8 = = - 
— 
2 * 2 — Bt ae — — wo angro ipongey 
— 2 oe ono wu or $9 for WE: os. rg Rr FI, Ch» 
m7 " g 


7 — * 


N 
2 1 - 5s oY > N en —— 

v —— * * £ : . . * n 4 — 2 Ty „ "Is. - < * - 
*r- 7 a Y A n 3 4 £78 1 * 3 er — — ——— 7 . . — — 
„* * B 1 ay 4 < we £ - — WER" 


1 
2 


. 1 
reg DL, = "08 
R 


% — * ” Is 


= a * . 

« 3 n 1 n „ 

* , * n > v4, . N " 

88 * — 4 a Me oY 4 Ze”. * Be - 
- r " * * : * oa . 9 72 * 20 ** * * * um = _ n 
r —— . 7” - C8 q 1 — — 2 SI q . . 

5 * N > 4 - 5 ts 7 WY =, q y 5 * 1 
. — * 5 1 2 n 9 " YR 3 a Le * * 5 1 Om ns 
g 8 7 I - * N "Ps 1 J l ar 
* * 


_ 


þ ol s = e 8 > 7 0 P a ths fe _— l 2 F 
_— —_— m_— K — 1 — > © © ao _ 2 b — i * — — Ky * ä | W — 
* . * r | — [4 wg 
. * 
» * 


— 


22 
3 * 4 
l 

o 


&o  Fraviuvs Jostvnvs Book1 


This diſcovery was owing to the torments 


which the women were expoſed to, who added, 


that Pheroras had adviſed them to fly with him 
to Perca. Now Herod, from the mention of 
the hundred talents, was induced to credit all 
they had aid ; for Antipater was the only per- 
ſon he had mentioned that affair to. In conſe- 
quence of this, Antipater's mother Doris felt 
the greateſt weight ef his indignation; for af- 
ter he had deprived ber of her dignity and ap- 
parel which he had given her, and which was 
worth ſeveral talents, he baniſhed her from the 
palace the ſecond time; and reconciling himſelf 
to the women of Pheroras, he mitigated their 
puniſhment, and ordered them to be taken from 
the rack. Notwithſtanding, fears ſtill confound- 
ed him, and every light ſuſpicion rouzed him 
up; for he dragged a great many innocent per- 


ſons to the rack, and ſeemed feartul to paſs by 
any that he thought were guilty. 


The next inſtance of his revenge was on An- 
tipater the Samaritan, who was procurator of 
Antipater his ſon. On putting him to the rack, 
he found that Antipater, by the aſſiſtance of his 
friend Antiphilus, had received poiſon out of 
Egypt which was to deſtroy his father, and that 
Thendion, Antipater*s uncle, received it from 
him, and gave it to Pheroras. That Antipater 
had given Phcroras orders to kill Herod while 
he was at Rome, out of the way of any ſuſpi- 
cions : That Pheroras had given the poiſon to 
his wife to keep. The king hereupon ſent for 
her, and commanded her to bring him hat ſhe 
had received. She, as though her deſign had 
been to fetch what ſhe was ordered, went out, 


and threw herſelf headlong from the top of the 
palace, in order to prevent any diſcovery being 


made by her, and any puniſhment the king 
might inflict upon her. The providence of 


| God, who had decreed the puniſhment of An- 


tipater, preſerved her from ruin; for as ſhe was 
falling down a pinnacle catched hold of her ; 
whereupon, being brought before the king, he 
asked her the reaſon of her throwing herſelf 
down, and ſwore he would forgive her if ſhe 
confeſſed the truth ; but if ſhe concealed any 
thing from him, he would order her body to be 


torn in pieces ans conſumed, that no part of 
her ſhould be left to be interred, 


1 


Antipater is diſcovered by Bathyllus; but, 


Jo this the woman, after a little pauſe, ſaid 
Why, now Pheroras is dead, ſhonld I re. 
train from bringing fome ſecrets to light, or 
why ſhould I endeavour to ſave Antipater 
who will prove all our utter deſtruQioy> 
Give ear, O king, and be God, who cannot 
be impoſed upon, witneſs with you of the 
truth I am going to confeſs. When with a 
flood of tears in your eyes you fat by dying 
Pheroras, then it was he called me to him 
and ſaid, Have not I, my wie, ſtrangely 
wandered from the true notions of love m 
brother has for me, who have hated him whey 
he loved me ſo well, and have conſpired to 
put him to death, who is ſo paſſionately mo- 
ved at the thought of my leaving the world? 
But my impious endeavours have met with 
their due reward. Do you, however, bring 
the poiſon which Antipater left with us, and 
was procured for him, and now is in your cu- 
ſtody, and in my fight immediately throw it 
into the fire, that in the realms below I mi 
not be tormented with a conſcience full of ſo 
much guilt. I brought it, as he had com- 
manded me, and in his fight threw the great- 
eſt part of it into the fire, but, full of appre- 
henſions from you, I kept a ſmall ſhare, in 
the dubious circumſtances my life was invol- 
ved, for myſelf.” bl, 
Upon this ſhe went out and brought in the 
bowl, and a little of the poifon in it. The king 
thereupon put the mother and the brother ot 
Antiphilus to the rack, who declared that Anti- 
philus brought the bowl out of Egypt, and that 
his brother, a phyſician at Alexandria, had gi- 
ven him the poiſon. The ſhades of Alexander 
and Ariftovulus traverſed round the whole pa- 
lace, and made inquiſition into and brought to 
light what ſeemed the fartheſt from diſcovery ; 
for they. who were the leaſt liable to ſuſpicion 
were called to account. And from hence even 
Mariamne, who was the high-prieſt's daughter, 
could not ſecure herſelf from her having a 
hand in the treacheries, being diſcovered by 
her own brothers on the rack. Belides, Herod 
puniſhed the mother's boldneſs in the fon, ex- 
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punging from his will Herod, who was born of 


her, and who was appointed Autipater's ſuc- 
ceſlor. wht P 


TF es 


ignorant of it, returns from Rome. Herod 


allows him a Day for his Defence. 


B ATHYLLUS, after this, gave a confir- 
mation to theſe diſcoveries, as putting the 
laſt hand to the deſigns of Antipater, whoſe 
freedman he was. He came and brought ano- 
ther preparation of poiſon, made of the juices 
of aſps and other ſerpents, with deſign, if the 
firſt potion did not prevail, Pheroras and his 
wife might uſe this. But to ſhew how far be- 
yond this Antipater's preſumption was againſt 
his father, he brought letters wrote with his 
own hand againſt his brothers. Now Archelaus 
and Philippus, the king's ſons, were educated 


at Rome, and though but young, gave ſigns 0 
an extraordinary and noble ſoul. 4b 4 
taking notice that theſe young princes = 
ſed the opinion the world had of them u 

than what he hoped for, was deſirous not 24 | 

long in taking them out of the way, # N 
this view he wrote threatning letters 19% 
in the names of his friends that lived W 4 
and prevailed upon others, with the pre 5 ledge 
money he made them, to write, ae. K their 
that they were virulently bent a 0 


| en mor- 
father with their tongues, and publickly m * 


Book l. 


ned for Alexander and Ariſtobulus, and were 
much offended at their being recalled. For 
their father hag e them home, which 
breatly diſturbed Autipat er. 
BW lile Antipater was yet in Fudea, and be- 
fore he rook his journey to Rome, he got, for 
money, theſe ſort ot letters to be ſent from 
Rome againſt the young princes ; and at the 
{ame time artfully went to his father, who then 
had no ſuſpicions of him, and excuſed them to 
him, remonſtrating that ſeveral of the particu- 
lars mentioned in the letters, were falſe, and 
the others frailties ro which youth were natu- 
rally expoſed. Beſides, after he had largely 
rewarded the perſons who had wrote theſe let- 
ters againſt his brothers, he ſtrove, by buying 
up rich garments and carpets of various colours, 
and gold and ſilver goblets, and a great num- 
ber of other furniture, to confound the charge, 
he had been at, ſo much that no diicovery 
might be made, His main deſign being by the 
vaſt ſums of money he had laid out in the pur- 
chaſe of theſe ſeveral particulars, to conceal the 
expence he had been at in procuring his forged 
epiſties. His expences amounted to two hun- 
dred talents, and the cauſe he had to try a- 
eainſt $y/[.er1s was made the groſs pretence for 
expending ſuch a large ſum. All the actions 
ot leſſer importance which he committed were 
diſcovered from thoſe of a more heinous na- 
ture; for when every one diſcovered his guilt 
of parricide, and the letters themſelves produ- 
ced ample evidence of his traiterous deſigns a- 
gainſt his brothers, yet not one who went to 
Rome mentioned a ſyilable of the deſperate 
ſtate his affairs in Fudea were in, though be- 
tween the diſcovery that was made and his re- 
turn full ſeven months were paſt, and perhaps 
thoſe who had a mind to acquaint him, had their 
tongues tied by the ghoſts of his brothers that 
had been ſlain, who called for vengeance. . In 
ſhort, he ſent a letter from Rome, with an ac- 
count of his quick return, and the honourable 
tarewel he was to receive from Cæſar. 

The king ardently deſiring to have the trai- 
tor in his hands, and fearing, ſhould he get any 
previous intelligence of what had happened in 
his abſence, he would prevent his deſigns, con- 
cealed his anger, and pretended great kindneſs, 
and deſired him to come as ſoon as poſſible; for 
his immediate preſence might be a means of re- 
moving the complaints that had been made a- 
galnſt his mother. For Antipater was not ig- 
norant that his mother had been baniſhed the 
palace. He received the firſt news of the death 
ot Pheroras at Tarentum in à letter; where- 
upon he ſhewed ſigns of a vaſt ſorrow, which 

ame commended as done to the memory of 
is uncle. But, admitting room ſor conjeCtures, 


the cauſe of his uneaſineſs was, the contrary. 


ſucceſs his ſchemes had met with , and his mourn- 
mg was not ſo much for Pheroras, as chat his 
inhuman meaſures did not anſwer his expecta- 
dons. Beſides, his fears increaſed as he appre- 
mo the poiſon might be found out. When 
3 into Cilicia, he received the letter 
by 2 is father ſent him, as we have mention- 
5 above, upon which he haſtened his journey. 
ut lailing to Ceſendris, he began to have ſome 
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reflexions about his mother's diſgrace, and his 
mind preſaged ſome evil conſequences to him- 
ſelf, , Some of his more prudent friends here- 
upon adviſed him not to move a ſtep farther to 
his father, till he had received good intelli- 
gence tor what reaſons he had baniſhed his mo- 
ther the palace, they being full of fears leſt the 
crimes alledged againſt her ſhould affect them 
alſo. Burt thoſe who were leſs provided and 
wary, and had a ſtronger deſire to ſee again 
their native country, than to conſult what was 
for the advantage and ſecurity of Autipater, ad- 
viſed him to make all the haſte he could, and 
not by delays give his father an opportunity to 
ſuſpect him wrongtully, and a fair pretence to 
his enemies to accuſe him, for that it any thi 
was then raiſed againſt him, his abſence would 
give ſufficient room for it, and if he had been 
preſent, no one would have attempted any 
thing. Thar it was ridiculous through uncer- 
tain ſuſpicions to deprive himſelf of advanta- 
ges that were certain, and not to return quick- 
ly to his father, and receive from him the king- 
dom, putting his whole truſt in him alone. 
Theſe latter perſuading him, and the provi- 
dence of God urging him to it, atter weighing 
anchor from thence he arrived at Sebaſſus, a 
port of Cæſarea. 4 

Here he was deſerted in an extraordinary 
manner, for every one ſhunned him, neither did 
any dare to come near him. For every one ha- 
ted him, and none were afraid to diſcover their 
reſentment. Several, through terror and fear 


of the king, were awed from joining him; be- 


cauſe a report, prejudicial to Antipater, had fil- 
led all the cities, and Antipater was the only 
one that was ignorant of what was acted againſt 
him; for no one, when he ſailed for Rome, was 
conducted out with greater magnificence, nor 
any one received from thence with leſs marks 


of diſtinction. When he began to have ſuſpi- 


cions of the evils that waited for him at home, 
he behaved with great artifice, and diſſembled 
all his tears, and when he was almoſt dead with 


reflecting on what might happen to him, he 


was forced, to appear brisk and undaunted. 


But no way of eſcape laid open for him, nor 


was he able to extricate himſelf out of the 


troubles that ſurrounded him: He could get 


no certain intelligence where he was, becauſe 
of the menaces the king had given, in what ſi- 
tuation his tamily ſtood; yet he had ſome dawn 
of hope ſtill left him, either that none of his 


deſigns were found out, or, if his ſchemes were 
diſcovered, that he might by his aſſurance and 
art ifice clear himſelf from the guilt, which was 


the only remedy he ſaw that could poſſibly ſe- 
cure him. 


Wherefore, thus prepared .and fortified, he 
entered the palace without his friends. For 


they were diſhonourably repulſed at the 
firſt gate. Varus, the governor of Syria, ca- 


ſually was in the palace at this time. On his 
going into his father, and aſſuming a confident 
behaviour, he approached nearer, with a deſign 
of complimenting him; but the king ſtretching 


out his hands, and turning away his head, cried 


out, And this is the ſign ot a parricide, over- 
© head and ears in villanies, who wants to 


© embrace 
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of every thing, pray don't come to him, unleſs 
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elubtace me. 'Avaiint, ungtateful villain, and 
do not touch ine, till you have proved your- g 


© {elf innocent of the accufariohs brought a- 


FS. #* 
1 


to make yoùr defence. And thus you 
« Tee I gtant you time to collect what art ihres 
© you can to clear yourſelf.” 


41+ 4 z 
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This ſpeech confounding him to the laſt de- 
ree, as he could make no anſwer thereto, he 
departed out of the room. When his mother 
and wife came to him, they acquainted him 


with every diſcovery that had been made, 


CY 
1 1 


which opening clearly his eyes, he began to 


think how to make his defence. 


CHAP. 


Avripater #s ee He is found a Traitor by the moſt manifeſt Dif. 


 covertes and Proofs. _ Herod defers his 
| mean Time alters bis W zl, 
TEXT day the king ſummoned a council 
; of his relations and friends, to which he 
alſo called Autipater's friends. He and Vorus 
were preſidents. The witneſtes were ordered 
to be produced; among whom were the ſervants 
of Anipater's mother, who lately betore had 
been apprehended, and who brought a letter 
wrote from her to her ſon, to the following 
effect : | „„ 8 | | 6 
Since your father is come to the knowledge 
you can obtain a ſufficient guard from Ceſar.” 
Some others were produced with this, where- 
upon Antipater entered, and rhrowing himſelf 
proſtrate. at his father's feet, Father, I beg 
© you, {aid he, not raſhly to cohdemn me, but 
< liſten to my defence with open and unprejudi- 
© cedears; for, if you pleale' I will flew my- 
« ſelf innocent of the crimes laid to my charge. 
Herod with a loud voice cõmmanding him to 
filence, thus ſpoke to Varl I am very well 
perſuaded, Varys, that you, and every other 
juſt judge, will pronounce Antipater to be an 
enormous tranſgreſſor; not withſtanding, I have 
.* ſome fears upon me, that tell me, my condi- 
-< tion diſpleaſes you, and that J 6ught to be 
*, thought worthy of my misfortunes, who have 
©. begot ſuch ſons. But pity rather ought to in- 
cline on my ſide, and you onght to be moved 
„with compaſſion for me, for having ſo affectio- 
.* nately and renderly loved ſuch wicked and 
© undutiful children. For I made my former 
-* ſons, even in their youth, fucceſſors to my 
kingdom, and, not to mention the great ex- 
pence I was at in their education at Rome, 
c triends to Cæſar, and to be envied by other 
.* kings; but when ] found them traitors to me, 
e put them to death to grat ify Antipater, to 
© whom I was pleaſed to afford my ſhelter eve- 
© ry way I conld think 6h, as he was ybiing And 
my ſucceſſor, "Bur this 'ab6minable' nibtifter, 
© hath tried my patience beyotid its bbunds, Aud 
made me ſenſible of the 111 I have brvnght'sn 
. © myſelf, by giving way to his malicibus ſpirit. 
For he thinks I live too long, ànd my old age 
js an intolerable burthen to him; and hè can- 
not ſuffer himſelf to gain the kingdom with- 
out committing parricide upon his father. And 
I I muſt confeſs he hath juſtſy formed theſe'de- 
© ſigns againſt me, becauſe I recalled him from 
„ baniſhment, and, by excluding All the ſons I 
© had by a queen, declared him my ſucceſſor 
in the kingdom. Varus, to you I oπ,ỹn my 
miſtake. 4 enraped thoſe ſons againſt me, 
becauſe, to favour Antipater, I deprived them 


Puniſbment till he recovers, and in the 


favour did I confer upon them, that I did not 
load upon him in an extraordinary manner? 1 
have almoſt thrown-my own authority into his 
c hands in my life time; y an and publickly 
made him in my will the ſucceffor to my kipg- 
dom, allowed him a ſeparate revenue of five 
© ' hundred talents, given him a large benefac- 
tion ont of my own purſe, preſented him with 
* rhree hundred talents on his late journey to 
Rome, and been pleaſed to recommend him 


© to Cæſar as the only preſerver I had in all my 


* family, and the faithful ſupport of his father, 
Can they be taxed with any wickedneſs a- 
© gainſt me ſo great as Antipater has involved 
© himſelf in? Have any circumſtances appeared 
* againſt them, ſo flagrant as rhoſe that prove 
* Antipater a traitor ? Yet the parricide has the 
© affurance to ſpeak tor himſelt, and hopes, by 
© artificial reafoning, once more to diſguiſe the 
* truth, and ſcreen himſelf from puniſkment. 
I would fain intimate to you, Varus, to be 
citcumſpect; for I am tbo well acquainted 
* with the monſter,”and plainly foreſee the fine 
tales he is going to tell, and the falſe tears he 
cis about to let fall. This is the man who 
© ſorhe time ſince adviſed me, while Alexander 
© was alive, to look narrowly after him, and 
not truſt my body to - evety one. And 
* this is the man who ufually entered my bed 
chamber to look round if no confÞpiracy was 
forming againſt me. This is the man who 
took cte of my repoſe, and look Ed after my 
c ſecurity, who adminiſtred conſolation to my 
ſorrow when I lamented the unhappy cata- 
ſtrophe of thoſe I ſlew ; who gave His Opinion, 
© how my ſons,” who were alive, ſtood affected 
to me, Who was my buckler, and my body 
© onard. ' Varus, when dethink thyſelf what 
© a villain he has been to me in every circum” 
ſtance, and what a * groſs diſſembler, cal 
©{6arce think I am alive, and TI am aftoniſhe: 
„to think h&w T have ſecured'my{elf from fuch 
© a ttaitor. But ſince it looks as though, thro 
© the will of God, my Kalt Js become thi 
deſblate; the perſons ITove beſt in the won | 
have reſolved igaiſt ty repoſe, 1 cannot dit 
c mottrn at my 'nafortutiace condition, yet by 60 
„dul thar thitfts' after my blood well crap 
„ my hands, though proots were produced“ 
e gainſt all the ſons 1 have. . Ans lo 
As he ſpoke} the emotion of bis four, u gut 
U Ae cèed "tio farther: Bu 
t, that he could proceed no fat ſciends, 

addre ming himiſetfro chou, nk kt l 

he ordered him to catty on the prote 


l | roſtrats 
In the mean time, Antipater, who lay P Load, 


© of thoſe hopes they had a right to. And what at the feet of his father, raiſed up his 


and ſpoke aloud, Father, you have pleaded - 
my cauſe for me, for how am La parricide, who 
have your own confeſſion, that I have conſtant- 
© ly been your defender. You ſtile my kind ob- 
« ſervance a pack of, monſtrous:hes, and the 
« greateſt diſſimulation. How come I then, in 
other reſpects a man of ſuch penetration, to 
© be ſo ſtupid and unthinking, as not to know, 
that although ic is difficult for men to find out 
« the plotter of ſo great an impiety, yet the 
« celeltial judge cannot be ignorant of it, whoſe 
0 eyes are every where, and who is preſent 1n 
« every place? Was a ſtranger to the fatal end 
« of my brothers, whoſe puniſhment God hath 
© ſuffered in ſo rigid a manner for their conſpir- 
ing to put you to death? What was it that hath 
thus irritated you againſt me? Was it ambiti- 
on to have your kingdom? But I was in poſ- 
« ſeffion of one. Was it any ſuſpicion of hatred ? 
Was not I well beloved? Had you any other. 
© fears? I preſerved you in ſafety, and made my 
« ſelf a terror to others. Was it through indi- 
© gence, or want of money! Who had ſuch li- 
« berty as I to make my expences what I pleaſ- 
© ed? But I am repreſented as the vileſt man in 
the whole world, actuated with the ſpirit 
© of the moſt. heinons monſter. - Ought 
© not, father, all your extraordinary indulgences 
© and favours to have weight with me, who, ac- 
« cording to your own words, was reſtored to a 
© palace,preterred before ſo many ſons, proclaim- 
© ed a king in your life time, and by the vaſtac- 
© ceſſion of other favours attracted the envy of 
© others? Alas, unhappy man that I am, from my 
© ownbitter pilgrimage ! what a long time have I 
* givento detraction, and what a lengthen'd ſpace 
© to my adverſaries. But, father, it was alone for 
you, and to manage your affairs, that T readily 
© undertook my journey, to hinder Hllæus from 
© bringing your grey hairs into contempt. Rome 
bears teſtimony of my duty, and Cæſar, the ruler 
« of the world, who ſeveral times called me a 
« lover of my father. Here, my father, peruſe 
« this letter he has ſent; which deſerves more 
credit than the falſe accuſations againſt me. It 
is my ſole defence, and the beſt argument to 
« prove my love for you. Think with what re- 
« luctance I failed from hence, as well knowing 
that malicious ſpirits were ſecretly concealed 
in the kingdom againſt me. Father, you have 
« ruined me againſt your own inclination, in forc- 
ing me to allow time to my enemies to accuſe 
© me, But now I am face to face, I ſtand to oppoſe 
* any diſcoveries againſt me. I have ſuffered no 
misfortunes either on ſea or land as a parricide, 
though this argument makes nothing to my ad- 
Vantage. For Iam found guilty both with God 
and you, my father. But as Jam condemned, I 
* requeſt that you would not confide in the tor- 
ments of others, but let me be burned, or my 
* body expoſed to the torture of the rack. I do 
not defire any favour to my abominable body, 
* for if Iam a parricide, 1 ought not to die 
without feeling the greareſt torments.“ Theſe 
words he delivered with vaſt ſighs, and a flood 
of tears, and melted all the audience, even Va- 
rus himſelf, to compaſſion, except Herod, who, 
knowing the proots to be true, could not 
weep through his exceſs of anger. , 


oy this, Nicolaus, at the command of the 
2 11 6. SAS 4» & 156d : 
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king, ſtood up, and premiſing a | great deal 
abdut the crafty inſinuation of Antipater,” and 
talking away all room for pity of him, he chen 
began a very terrible charge againſt him, aſ- 
cribing to him all the baſe” and vile practices 
that had been committed in the palace, chiefly 
the death of his brothers, whom he proved to 
have periſhed by the wicked ſtratagems he had 
been the author of. Beſides, he ſaid that he 
had conſpired againſt thoſe who ſurvived, pre- 
tending they obſtructed him in the ſucceſſion: 


For how was it poſſible, alledged he, that he 
ſhould ſpare his brothers, who had prepared 


poiſon for his father? But when he came to the 
proofs about the poiſon, he related every thing 
juſt as it happened; and was in a violent rage 
about Pheroras, for Antipater's making him a 
fratricide, and, after he had Ned all rhe 


king's beſt friends, filling all the pace with 
aced ſeve- 


wickedneſs. And thus, having pro 
ral other allegations and proofs, he made an 
end of ſpeaking. 6 
Varus hereupon (commanding Antipater to 
make anſwer; who, without ſaying any thing 
beſides, God is the witneſs of my innocence, 


lay without uttering a word) ordered the poi- 


ſon to be produced, and gave it to a condem- 


ned criminal ro drink, who preſently dying 


therewith, 'he took Herod aſide to ſpeak pri- 
vately with him, and then wrote Cæſar a letter 
of the tranſactions of the aſſembly, and the 
next day departed: Whereupon the king im- 
ptiſoned Antipater, and ſent perſons to Cæſar, 
to acquaint him with his condition, 


Aſter this Antipater was charged with a con- 


ſpiracy againſt the life of Salome. One of An- 
tiphilus's domeſticks came, and brought a letter 
from Acme, one of Fulia's waiting women, who 
was named ſo. It was written by her to the 
king, and pretended to be found by her among 
the letters ſent by Salome to Julia, which, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſent him through the reſpect ſhe 


bore him. This pretended letter of Salome's 


was full of bitter inveCtives againſt the king, 
and charged him with very heinous crimes. The 
whole was a forgery of Antipater's, who having 
corrupted Acme with a ſum of money, adviſed 
her to ſend the letter ro Herod. But the cheat 
was diſcovered by a letter ſhe wrote him, 
which was to this effect: Fl 


According to your deſire, I have wrote to 


your father, and ſent the letter to him, being 
very well aſſured, when he peruſes it, tliat Salo- 
me will not eſcape. Lou will do me a ſignal 
piece of ſervice, atter every thing is over, to keep 
to the promiſes you have made me.” 

This, and the other letter which was forged 
againſt Salome, being diſcovered, the king be- 


hn ov 


gan to think that in all probability thoſe againſt 


Alexander were forged in the ſame manner. He 
was vaſtly diſturbed in mind and concerned, 
that through means of Antipater it was ten to 
one but he had put his ſiſter to death. He no 
longer now delayed inflicting a juſt puniſhment 
upon him for all his crimes: but as he was 


rouzing up his avenging arm againſt him, he fell 


into a violent illneſs.” However, he wrote Cæ- 


ſar a letter, wherein he laid open the actions 
of Acme, and the accuſation malicioufly forged 


apainſt Salome and then ordering his will to 
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he brought him, he altered it, and made Anti- hundred talents to his wife, childten, ftibuds, 


pas king, in priority to Are belaus and Philip, 
who were both .elder, Antipater having aceuſ 
them. In this will he bequeathed. a thouſand 


talents to Ge/ar, excluſive of the veſſels and 
other legacies he left him, and gave about five 
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and freedmen; and to all others large legacies 
ſed of lands and money, and left his ſiſter Sa 2 


very canſigerable ſum. And theſe were thenl- 
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The golden eagle is caſt down. The ernelty of Herod ot t he point of death. Heendea 
 wours to ler hands upon bimſelf. He orders. Antipater ro be put to death. He die 


five days after. 
H IS illneſs increaſed upon Kim, as old age 
4 and forrow impaired his health, being 
now almoſt ſeventy years of age, and ſo dejec- 
red in mind from the conſtant ſucceſſion of 
_ troubles his ſons had expoſed him to, that even 
in his intervals of health he could not entertain 
any joy or pleaſure. But Antipater being ſtill 
alive, heightened his indiſpoſition, whom, on 
his recovery, he had reſolved to put to death, 
but not till then. „ 
But while theſe misfortunes threatened He- 
rad, the people broke out into a violent com- 
motion. There were in the city one Fudas, 
the ſon of Sepphoreus and Matthias the ſon of 
Margulus, both (i) ſophiſts, who were eſteemed, 
excellently well verſed in the laws of their 
country, and in great reputation with every 
body. When they were expounding the law, 
a great number of young tellows F to 
them, and every day they received a conſide- 
rable increaſe of the ſame kind of perſons. On 
hearing that the king lay ill not only in body 
but in mind, they harangued their pupils, and 
told them what an opportunity was thrown in 
to their hands to vindicate the honour of God, 
and pull down all thoſe buildings that had been 
erected in oppoſition to the laws of their coun- 
try. For it was very wicked to haye in the 
temple either the images, or the appearances of, 
or any other work that denoted or was called 
after the names of live autmals. The king, it 
ſcems, had made a golden eagle, and ſet it up 
over the great gate of the temple, which theſe 
ſophiſts adviſed them to pull down, faying, 
now glorious an action it would be, though 
danger was in the attempt, to ſacrifice their 
lives in defiance of the laws. For they, who 
ſubmitted their lives in this manner, would 
obtain a crown of immortality, and an ever- 
laſting enjoyment of happineſs; but that there 
were a great number of perſons not ſo coura- 
2100s as to act in this manner, being either ig- 
norant of their wiſdom and doctrine, or ſuch 
deſpiſers of their own ſouls, that their inclina- 


tions were rather to die by a diſtemper, than 


in the performance of ſome heroic act. 
While they were enlarging on this ſubje&, 
it was rumoured that the king was on the point 


{1) The laws were expounded to youth by theſe ſophiſts, as we learn from thi 
book of the Antiquities, where Joſephus recitesthe ſame hiſtory, he calls them 
eir 
The 
te, ch, xi, ver. 43, Reland. 
(2) Among them were Judas and Matthias, the firſt promoters of the action. 


of the laws; by which name the Romans called th 
called Nomicoi, which fignifies the fame thing. 
the Nomzcoi, or lawyers, mentioned by St. Luk 


of death; ſo that the young rabble were em- 
boldened to ſer about the buſineſs with greater 
alacrity. So about noon-time of day, while 
ſeveral were buſied in the temple, having ler 
themſelves down by thick ropes from the top, 
they cut down the eagle with their axes; Tt; 
news of this tranſaction was ſoon conveyed to 
the king's governor, who haſtening thither with 
a ſufficient force, took about (2) forty young 
men priſoners, and carried them to the king; 
who putting the queſtion to them, and asking 
them if they had had the aſſurance to cut down 
the golden eagle; anſwered, they had done ſo. 
He then asking them by whoſe command; by 


the order of the laws of our country, ſaid they. 


And when he demanded the reaſon of their be- 
ing ſo joyful when they were going to be ſlain; 
they told him, becauſe they ſhould upon this 


account enjoy a particular happineſs after their 


deaths. 


Theſe anſwers enraging the king to a violent 
degree, he ſeemed to conquer his indiſpoſition 
by his exceſſive paſſion, and accordingly ſum- 
moned a council, where enlarging much on their 
ſacrilegious practices, and inveighing bitterly 
againſt what they had done, and in particular 
their making the law a pretence for the heinous 
offence they had committed; he judged it but 
juſtice that they ſhould ſuffer as impious men. 
The people fearing a great many might be diſ- 


covered and ſuffer, begged him, alter he had 


puniſhed the authors of the action, and the o- 
thers who were taken in the fact, to pardon the 
reſt, This, at laſt, the king conſented to; who, 
having ordered the ſophiſts, and thoſe ho let 
themſelves down by the ropes, to be burnt 
alive; ſurrendered che others, who were taken 
into the hands of his miniſters to ſuffer puniſn- 
ment. | 8 e KN | 
After this, the violence of his diſtemper di- 
fuſing it ſelf throughout every part of his body, 
tormented it with intolerable pains» The Ker. 
he had on him was not ſo vehement: he 846 
an intolerable itching all over his head, . 
neck ſuffered continual pains, and about * 
feet burſt out humours full of water: he ha 
prodigious ſwelling in the lower part ot 4 
belly, and his genitals putreſying, (warm 


s paſſage. In the ſeventeenth 
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worms: beſides theſe tbrmemea; uneſd he 
Vas ſet uptight; he contd not ſeteh breath, ænd 
then it was With groatGifficuiry! He Had con- 
valſjons in every pate of his body, which made 
the wiſe men give out; that ſuch'a complica- 
rion of diſtempers was a juſt puniſhment for the 
þarbatous deatlis of their ſophiſts.,” Though he 
was affliged with theſe various ealamities, he 
had ſtill a longing deſire to live; and entertain- 
ing hopes he ſhould {till recover, lie tad Phy- 
ficians to attend him. For this purpoſe I 
went over Ford an, aud uſed the hot waters, 
which are near Callirhoe, they being ſo ſweet 
as to be pleaſant to drink, though they run into 
the lake A/pha/tites, His phyſicians here were 
of opinion, that dipping his body all over in a 
cask of oil, would very much ſtrengthen it; 
but his eyes, in the operation, were quite ener- 
vated, and reſembled thoſe of a perſon in the 
agonies of death. The ſervants who were a- 
bout him ſeeing this melancholy ſight, were in 
gteat diſorder, and Herod, rouzed up with the 
noiſe, came again to himſelf; but after chis, 
placing no longer hope in a recovery, he order- 
ed a donation of fifty drachma's each to his 
loldliers, and a large ſum of money to be diſtri- 
buted among his officers and friends. 

Removing hence to Hjericho, though then 
overwhelmed with the deepeſt melancholy, and 
death preſenting it ſelf continually before him; 
yet he attempred to commit one of the moſt 
diſmal and cruel actions in the world. He 
commanded all the illuſtrious men of Fudea, 
who were aſſembled together out of their ſeve- 
ral villages and towns, to be hit up in the 


- 
" 
* 
N 


place, which was called the Hippodrome ; then 


having ſent for his ſiſter Salome nud her husband 

Alexander, “ am fatisfied, bays he, that the 

« Fews after my death will celebrate feſtivals, 

and keep their ſolemn days in memory of 

% me; but I may make my ſelf be moyrned 

for the ſake of others, and gain a famous 
ſcene of funeral honours; provided you are 

willing to execute my commands, Theſe. 
men who are pent up, as ſoon as I ſhall give 

up the ghoſt, let them periſh together, by 

ordering my ſoldiers to go in to them and 

deſtroy them all: by which means all Judæa, 

and every family, ſhould be forced to adorn 

* my death with their tears.“ 

He had juſt given theſe orders, when am- 
baſſadors from Rome arriving, brought a letter 
with an account that Anne, by order of Cæſar, 
had been put to death, and that Antipater was 
condemned to die. The letter alſo ſaid, that 
it his father was rather inclined to baniſh him, 
ne had Cæſar's permiſſion to do ſo. Herod 
Me wan began to deſire a continuance of his, 
ie; but want of ſuſtenance, and a convulſive 
cough, exhauſting his animal ſpirits, and being 
daun dorne down with ſorrow, he was reſolved 
ts kill himſelf. Accordingly, taking an apple 
ito his hand, he asked for a knife, (generally 


(1) Born of Malthane the Samaritan, whom with 
bas to be king. Aldrich. See Ant. Book 1 
NIpas a tetrarch. Spanheim. 


his and the fol owing number a 


2 
Phys in Ant. Book 17. c. 


teaſon 1 


ISH AR 
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Uithng them Cut) add then looking about him 


to Tee if any body was feat to hinder him, he 


Täffed his atm as if he had deſigned to have 
Wouftided himſelf; but his couſin Achiabus run: 
ting wap i346 hold of his hand and prevent- 
ed him. Suddenly | 


the whole palace was in la- 
mentation, as though the king had been actu- 
ally dead; and when Antipater heard it, he 
took heatt, and with ſigns of great gladneſs 
defired the guards, with a promiſe of a large 
ſum of money, to ſer him at liberty: but their 
officer not only forbad it, but ran and acquaint- 
ed the king with his treachery, who briskl 
called and ſaid how well he ſuſtained his illneſs, 
and then ſent. immediately ſome of his ſpear- 
men to put Antipater to death. After he had 
ordered his body to be carried to and buried 
in Hyrcanium, he altered his will again, and 
appointed therein his eldeſt ſon (1) Arc helaus 
his ſucceſſor, brother of Antipas, whom he 
made a tetrarch. 2 
Herod ſurvived the death of his ſon five 
days and then died ; having reigned (2) thirty 
four years from the time he put Antigonns to 
death, and thirty ſeven from his being firſt de- 
clared king by the Romans. He was bleſt 
with a proſperous run of good fortune, if any 
one can be ſaid ſo; in obtaining a kingdom, 
when but a private man, and keeping it ſo long 
time, and then leaving it to his ſons: but he 
was the moſt unfortunate man living, in his 


domeſtick affairs. Salome, before the army 


came to know the king's death, went with her 
husband and diſcharged all thoſe who were 
Dent up in the hippodrome, who were ordered 

y the king to be put to death, telling them 
the king had altered his reſolution, and diſ- 
miſſed them to go to their ſeveral habitations. 
As ſoon as they were gone, ſhe then acquainted 
the army with his death, and aflembled them 


with the reſt of the people, together in the 


amphitheater at Hiericho; where Ptolomy, who 


kept the royal ſignet ſtepping amongſt them, 
harrangued them on the proſperity of their 


king, and gave conſolatory. words, and read to 
them the letter Herod had left; in which he 
begged them earneſtly to be loyal and obe- 
dient to his ſucceſſoor. 5 

Then, after having peruſed the letter, he 
opened and read over the will; in which Phi- 
lip was declared heir of Trachon and the ter- 
ritories adjoining ; Antipater, as we have ob- 
ſerved above, made a tetrarch, and Archelaus 
the king. The ring was commanded in the 
will to be carried to Cæſar; and the accounts 
of the government, which he had ſealed up: 
for his intention was, that Cæſar ſhould be chief 
director of every thing he had appointed, and 
the ratifier of his will; but that the other ar- 
ticles ſhould ſtand good as they were ſet down 
in the former will. e 

Preſently a loud noiſe was heard of the peo- 
ple congratulating Arc helaus; and the ſoldiers 


Philip he had before paſſed by, when he appointed 


2 8. ſe t. 1. where Herod declares Archelaus king, and 


a ar in all the Greek and Latin books of our author; and Joſe- 
Ky 8. mentions the ſame; as do Zonaras and others out of him. So that there is no 
© any doubt about them, though tome famous chronologers have done ſo. 
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576 
in compenics, longing WHA the other multitude 
about bim, aſſured 


i 


| im of their obedience, 
and deſired God to ſhower doun his favour 
and bleſſings upon him. After this, they began 
to conſider about interring the deceaſed king. 
Archelaus left nothing undone that migbt con- 
tribute to the maguificence of his father's fu- 
neral, but purchaſed all the choiceſt ornaments 
he could get, that the deceaſed might be con- 
veyed in pomp to his grave. There was a 


o 


bier made of pure gold, .and, embelliſhed all 


over with rich gems, covered with a fine car- 
pet, which ſhone. with ſeveral curious colours; 


the corpſe, dreſs'd in purple, lay upon this a 


diadem was placed on his head, a gold crown 


beneath, and a ſcepter in his hand. The bier 


FLAVus Jos raus Book, 


was accompanied by his ſons, and a large num. 


ber of his relations; and after them followed 
his guards, a band of Thracians, Germans; ang 
Gauls, all accouter*'d, and in their martial ha. 
biliments, as though they were marching dut 
to war. The reſt of his army went before, all 


in arms, following the officers and conductorg 


of cheir ranks in a very handſome and decent 
manner; and after theſe came ſive hundr edof 
his ſetvants and freedmen, bearing aromaticks. 
The corpſe, after a proceſſion of (1) two hun- 
dred-furlongs, was, according to the king's or- 
der, interred in Herodium. And this is the 
a of thoſe circumſtances that regard Hz. 
__ „ IP 


4 


(1) Twenty-five Engliſh miles. 
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Archelaus gives the People a Funeral Entertainment, on Account of Herod' Death; 


afterwards a violent Sedition breaking out among them, he ſends bis Soldiers 


againſt them, who slay Three Thouſand 


HE neceſſity Archelans was under to 
take a tour to Rome, gave riſe to 
treſh diſturbances. After he had 
mourned for his father (a) ſeven 

days, and given the people a magnificent fune- 

ral entertainment, (this being a cuſtom that has 
impoveriſhed a great many Fews, becauſe they 
are obliged thus to entertain the people, and he 
that omits this ceremony, is branded with in- 
tamy) he put on a white robe, and went to the 
temple, where the people received him with 
many joyful acclamations. He, from his high 
tribunal and golden throne, made a mild ſpeech 
to the multitude, and thanked them for the 
ready obedience they had ſhewn him in per- 
forming the funeral of his father, and for that 
loyalty which they expreſſed to him, as tho' 


he had already been firmly eſtabliſhed king. 


: ut, he ſaid, he would not only for the pre- 
ent retrain from putting his authority in exe- 
Deen, but alſo from aſſuming any royal ti- 
| tles, till Ceſar, who by the will was conſtitu- 
: ted ſovereign of all, had confirmed the ſuc- 
g ceſſion to him; neither would he receive the 
; crown at Hieric ho, which the army had de- 
sned him. However, for their alacrity and 
2 alty, as ſoon as the ſovereign of the world 

ad fully declared him king, he would give 


of them. 


© the army and the people his perfect acknow- 
© ledgment, and endeavour in all things to ſhew 
© himſelf more worthy of their love and obe- 
© dience than his father.” 


The multitude rejoicing at this promiſing 


beginning, ſoon made trial of his diſpoſition, 
by demanding from him ſeveral large conceſ- 
ſions. For ſome roared out, that it was neceſ- 
ſary the taxes ſhould be removed; others, that 
the tolls ſhould be taken away; and ſome 
again, that the priſoners ſhould have their li- 
berty. He, to gain the affection of the peo- 
ple, readily complied with their deſires; and 
then, having offered divine ante he feaſted 
with his friends. Toward the evening, a pretty 
large number of thoſe who wanted a change, 
having aſſembled together, as ſoon as, the ge- 
neral mourning for the king was over, began 
to bemoan their own hard fate, lamenting for 
thoſe whom Herod had put to death for cutting 
down from the gate of the temple the golden 
eagle. The ſadneſs and de jection of the mul- 


titude on this occaſion, was far from being con- 


cealed; for the whole city was full of nothing 
but lamentation, ſorrow, and cries, for thoſe 
men, who, as they ſaid, had periſhed in defence 
of the laws of their country, and the honour 
of the temple. They loudly demanded to 


A (a) It appears from Gen. I. 10. that to mourn ſeven Days was a Cuſtom of the moſt remote. Antiquity. The 


ntiquity of Funeral Ente 
eut. XXvi. 14. Aldrich. 


No. 53. 


rtainments is ſufficiently mentioned, Ezek. xxiv. 17. Jerem. xvi. 7. Prov. xxxi. 6. 


7 G baye 


1-57 


378 
have their ignominious deaths revenged upon 
thoſe who were in Herod's ſervice ; and firſt 
required that the high-prieſt, whom he had 
conſtituted, ſhould be removed; for it was but 
juitice that another ſhould be elected to ſacri- 
fice for them, and one who was of a more ſanc- 
tified life, and more proper to perform the 
functions of his ſacred office. 
Theſe proceedings irritated Archelaus to the 
laſt degree, but as he was making all the ready 
preparations he could, to go to Rome, he re- 
trained taking then any revenge, fearing, leſt 
the multitude which had render'd itſelf odious 
to him, ſhould by any commotion retard him 
in his intended journey. For which reaſon, he 
ſtrove by perſuaſion, more than by force, to 
pacify the diſturbances, and by the general of 
his army, whom he had ſent to that end, beg- 
ged and intreated them to keep themſelves 
quiet, but the authors of the ſedition, on his 
coming to the temple, before even he could 
get time to ſpeak: a word, repulſed him back 
with ſtones ; and ſeveral others, (whom Arc he- 
laus ordered to go) who went after him to re- 
duce them to a right ſenſe of their duty, met 
with the ſame outragious treatment. So that 
it was manifeſt, the diſturbance would increaſe 
with their number. In conſequence of this, at 
the feaſt of Azymuth, called by the Fews the 
(a) Paſſover, at which time a vaſt number of 
ſacrifices are offered, and a prodigious multi- 


F IL Avius Jos EHHUSs 


Book II. 
tude of people from all parts of the country, 
on account of religion, came up to the temple; 
they who mourned for the ſophiſts, had then 
aſſemblies in the temple, and begg'd proviſion 
of thoſe who were ripe for the ſame commotions. 
This proceeding terrifying Arche/aus, before 
the venom diffuſed itſelf through all the mul. 
tirude, he privately ſent a tribune and a com- 
pany of men in arms, with orders to reftrain 
by force the authors of the ſedition. The 
whole multitude was furiouſly enraged againſt 
them, and the greater part of the company of 
men at arms periſhed with the ſtones that were 
thrown at them : But the tribune, who was 
wounded, got off, though with a great deal of 
difficulty. Thoſe who were concerned in this 
ſedition, after this, as though they had com- 
mitted no crime, went to ſacrificing, but Arche. 
/aus plainly ſeeing now there was no way bur 
by bloodſhed, to curb their violence, ſent his 
whole army againſt them, poſting the foot 
throughout the city, and the horſe throughout 
the plain, who falling upon them, as every man 
of them was buſied in ſacrificing, ſlew about 
three thouſand on the ſpot, and forced the reſt 
to ſeek ſhelter in the neighbouring mountains. 
The heralds of Archelaus followed, and com- 
manded every one tgyretire to his habitation, 
And thus leaving the ſolemnity they were en- 
gaged in, they departed. 


CHAP. IL 


Archelaus goes to Rome with @ vaſt Retinue of bis Relations. There Antipater accuſes 


him, 


OW Archelans, leaving Philip to take 

care of his palaces and his family, with 
his mother Feplas, Nicolaus, and Ptolomy, his 
friends, went down to the ſea. Salome, with 
her ſons, attended him, as did alſo the king's 
brothers and brothers-1n-law, pretending to 
aſſiſt Archelaus in obtaining the ſucceſſion to 
the kingdom confirmed to him; bur in fact, to 
accuſe him with thoſe things he had done in 
the temple in oppoſition to the laws. 

Sabinus, the governor of Syria, who was 
coming into F#4ea to put a guard on Herod's 
treaſure, met them at Cæſarea. Varus, who was 
come before him at the importunity of Prolomy, 
who had been ſent by Archelaus to that end, 
hindered him from proceeding any farther. Sa- 
binus, to pleaſe Varus, neither offered to ſeize 


on the caſtles, nor ſhut up Herod's treaſure from 


Archelans, but promiſed to remain neuter till 
Cæſar had given his determination in the affair. 
Accordingly, he remained at Cz/area; but as 
ſoon as one of thoſe who had obſtructed him in 
his deſign was gone to Antioch, and Archelaus 
failed for Rome, he marched immediately up to 
Hieroſolyma, and ſeized upon the palaces ; and 
then ſending for the officers of the garriſons, 
and the treaſurers, he endeavoured to get an 
account of the money, and the caſtles into his 
power. But the governors were not unmindful 


(a) Concerning the Feaſt of Azymuth, See Ant, Book 7. c. 9. ſect. 3. otherwiſe called the Pa 


him before Auguſtus. He carries his Point, through the Defence Nicolaus made of 


of the commands of Archelaus,. but brayely 
perſiſted to keep and defend every one of 
them, accounting the keeping of them duc 
more to Ce/ar than Archelaus. : 
Antipas alſo, at the ſame time, went to 
Rome to diſpute his title to the kingdom with 
Archelaus, deſiring to get the firſt will, where- 
in he was named king, to be eſteemed more va- 
1id than the laſt, Salome, and ſeveral of his 
relations who failed with Archelaus, having 


promiſed to aſſiſt him in laying his claim to the 


kingdom, he took his mother, and Ptolomy, the 
brother of Nicolaus, along with him, who, be 
thought, was a perſon of great conſequence, 
as Herod had entruſted him with affairs of im- 
portance, for he was his intimate friend. Hut 
Irenæus the orator, by his being a great maſter 
of eloquence, had a very great aſcendant over 
him; through his means he confuted thoſe who 
adviſed him to yield to his brother, alledging, 
that ſeniority of age, and the ſecond will, Were 
poſitive arguments that he ſhould. All * 
lations at Rome, that diſliked Archelaus, 5 ” 
pouſed his intereſt with a great deal of dan 7 
for every one deſired nothing more than to ro 
agreeably to the laws of their country, Um: 
the adminiſtration of a Roman governor, ol, 4 
that was denied, to have Antipas for t 
king. | | 


aſſover. 


Sabtnus 
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Sabinus was a confederate in this faction, 
and ſent a letter to that very end; wherein he 
charged Arc helaus with ſeveral indirect prac- 
tices, and enlarged very much in the praiſes of 
Antipas. In conſequence hereof, as ſoon as 
Halome and her party had digeſted into ſome 
order the accuſations againſt Archelaus, they 
laid them before Cz/ar ; whereupon Archelaus 
ſent to Ceſar, by Ptolomy, the heads of his 
claim drawn up in writing, as alſo his father's 
ſigner, and the accounts ot the kingdom. Cæ- 
ſar, hereupon, maturely having weighed within 
himſelf the proofs and allegations on both ſides, 
the largeneſs of the kingdom, the prodigious 


revenues of it, the numerous offspring of He- 


rod, and having peruſed the letters which Varus 
and Sabinus had ſent him concerning theſe ſe- 
veral circumſtances, he called a council of the 
moſt dignified Romans, in which he gave the 
pre- eminence to Caius, ſon of Agrippa and his 
daughter Fulla, whom he had adopted: And 
then gave liberty for each to deliver his ſenti- 
ments. 

Immediately Antipater, Salome*s ſon, (the 
moſt ſubtle orator of all the adverſaries of Ar- 
chelaus) roſe up, and accuſed him, faying, 
That Archelaus, who in fact was a king be- 
« fore, came now to diſpute for a kingdom, 
c and fill Cæſar's cars with a number of vain 
© and idle tales, whoſe determination and con- 
© firmation of rhe kingdom to him he did not 
© wait for: But as ſoon as Herod was dead, 
© ſuborned ſeveral to be ſent to place the dia- 
dem upon his head, fat elevated on the throne, 
« gave anſwers as though a king, changed the 
© poſts in the army, conferred new dignities, 

and, after having granted to the people every 
thing which he deſired might be asked from 
him as a king, and diſcharged out of priſon 
thoſe who were confined by his father for the 
moſt enormous crimes, comes now to crave 
the ſhadow of a kingdom from his maſter, 
the ſubſtance of which he hath already taken 
poſſeſſion of, making Ceſar herein a lord 
not of realities, bur only of names. Beſides, 
he had diſhconoured himſelf, in ridiculing the 
mourning for his father by a groſs diſſimula- 
tion, putting on in the day time a counte- 
nance full of ſorrow, and carouſing in the 
night till he got up and danced ; whence 
the commotion of the people, who could 
not ſufter ſuch a flagrant abuſe, had ariſen. 
After this the ſubſtance of his ſpeech turned 
on his having committed ſuch a ſlaughter in 
the temple, of the people who, being aſſem- 

bled together to celebrate the feſtival, had 
their throats cut in a cruel manner, like the 
lacrifices they themſelves flew ; that ſuch 
„ Vaſt heaps of dead carcaſſes lay expoſed in 
the temple, that the like was not to be found 
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4 
in any foreign battle, unleſs it had been cau- 
* ſed by the judgment of God. That his fa- 


ther foreſaw this cruel temper of his mind; 


neither would he ever have given him an 
hope of the kingdom, unleſs the diſeaſe of 
his mind had been worſe than his body, or 
his ſenſes "_ much decayed, not knowing 
what a ſucceſſor he had appointed in his ſe- 
cond will ; that there was no fault to be 
found with, or crime to be alledged againſt 
the other, conſtituted king in the firſt will, 
as he was ſound in body, and had a ſoul free 
from any pertubation, when he made him ſo. 
But if any one ſhould think that the de- 
termination of a ſick perſon is mote valid 
than of a perſon in health, yet it muſt be 
confeſſed that Archelaus hath deprived him- 
ſelf of the kingdom, in committing what he 
hath done againſt the laws. And pray what 
ſort of a king will he make, after he hath 
received the government from Ce/ar, who 
* hath committed ſuch a barbarous ſlaughter, 
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before he hath obtained the kingdom?“ 


Anti pater having enlarged on ſeveral other 
articles in his ſpeech, and produced a great ma- 
ny of his relations to confirm the allegations he 
had advanced, made an end of his oration; 
whereupon Nicolaus, in defence of Archelaus, 


ſtood up, and ſhewed, Thar the laughter which 


had been committed in the temple, was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, ſince the /lain perſins were not only 
enemies of the kingdom, but of Cæſar, who was 
the judge thereof; and that they, who had 
brought the accuſation, had drove him, by their 
own advice, to other raſh attions. Beſides, he 


demanded, that as Herod had provided that 
his ſucceſſor ſhould be confirmed by Cæſar, the 


ſecond will on that very reaſon chiefly ought to 


be ratified. For he that had ſo much ſenſe to 
leave his authority to be determined by the lord 
of the univerſe, could not be ſo far wanting in 
his judgment about his heir; for certainly he 
muſt be of a ſound mind, when he choſe an heir 
to ſucceed him who knew him, who was the 
right perjon to conſtitute ſuch an heir. 

Nicolaus having gone through with his de- 
fence; Archelaus ſtepped up, and fell gently at 
the feet of Cz/ar, who raiſing him up very ci- 
villy, ſhewed that he thoughr he was a perſon 
worthy to ſucceed his father, but gave no de- 


| finitive ſentence about that affair then. 


After he had diſmiſſed the counſellors, he 
had ſummoned together that day, he began to 
conſider the things he had heard, whether he 
ought to conſtitute either of thoſe who were 
nominated in the wills, the ſucceſſor, or make 
an even diviſion of the government berween 


Herod's ſons : For he was of opinion, that as 
they were pretty numerous, they would ſtand 


in need of a large aſſiſtance. 
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CHAP, II. 


A ſharp Diſpute between the Jews and the Sabinians ; and a terrible Slaughter at 
Hieroſolyma. a 


EFORE Cz/ar had detetmined any thing 
about theſe proceedings, Malthace, the 
mocher of Archelans, fell ill and died; and 
letters came from Varus out of Syria, with an 
account of the revolt of the Jews, who being 
willing to guard againſt the ſtorm, as ſoon as 
Arc helaus had weighed anchor, marched up to 
Hieroſolyma to prevent the deſigns of the fedi- 
tious, it being too plain the nation would not 
be quiet; and of the three legions he had 
with him, left one in the city, and then re- 


turned to Antioch. Sabinus coming after him, 


gave the Jews a pretence to endeavour at a 


change; ſor uſing forcible means againſt the 


garriſons to get the caſtles ſurrendered to him, 
and rigorouſly demanding the king's treaſure, 
he ſeemed to depend on the forces Varus had 


left, and his own troops, which were very con- 


ſiderable, all which he kept under diſcipline, 
and uſed them as the miniſters of his covetous 
temper. As ſoon as the pentecoſt drew on, (a 
certain feaſt ſo called by the Yes, and ſolem- 
nized ſeven weeks after the paſſover, and na- 


med from the number of days it rakes up in 


celebrating) the people, partly through rhe 
ſacredneſs of the time, and partly through in- 


dignation, aſſembled together, a vaſt number 
came out of Galilee and Idumæa, and the re- 


gion of Perea beyond Fordan But the natives 


of Fudea were far the greater number, and 


ſhewed a greater alacrity than the reſt, After 
having divided themſelves into three compa- 
nies, they encamped in three different places ; 


one company at the north fide of the temple, 


another at the ſouth ſide, near thehippodrome, 
and the third at the weſt, near the palace ; by 
which means they ſurrounded the Romans on 


every ſide. 


Sabints, terrified at their multitudes, and 
the alacrity they ſhewed, ſent frequent meſſen- 
ers to Varus, begging and intreating him to 
end him ſome aſſiſtance immediately, for the 
legion would be cut to pieces if he made the 
leaſt delay. Then going to the top of a very 
high tower, called Phaſael, called fo from He- 
rodꝰ's brother, who loſt his life among the Par- 
thians,. he gave the ſoldiers of the legion a 
ſignal to attack the enemy, being himſelf afraid 
to go down amongſt his own men. The ſol- 
diers, deluded by his artifice, ruſhed onwards 
to the temple, and began a very ſevere con- 
flict with the Fews ; in which, ſo long as none 
offered to annoy them from the tops of the 
walls, they conquered them, who were but an 
undiſciplined multitude, by their ſuperior skill. 
But as ſoon as many of the Jews, having got 


up into the portico's, began to pour down their 
darts upon their heads, a great number of the 
Romans were very much wounded, withour 
having it in their power to revenge themſelyes 
upon them as they ſmote them from aboye; 
nor were they in a condition to ſuſtain this un- 
equal poſture of engaging. | 
The conteſt contitiuing brisk for ſome time 
on both ſides, the Romans ar length ſer fire to 
the portico's, which were ſurprizing for their 
magnificent workmanſhip, and admirable beauty, 
Several who were upon them, were ſudden] 
taken in the flames and burnt to aſhes ; a greit 
many ruſhing down upon the enemy, were flain 
by them, and ſome, who deſpaired of their 
lives, threw themſelves on the points of their 
ſwords, and prevented the death they would 
otherwiſe have ſuffered by the flames; while 
others caſt themſelves down headlong from the 
walls. But as many as got down by the walls, 
and ſallied in upon the Romans, were in their 
fright ſubdued with a great deal of eaſe, till, 
what with thoſe that were ſlain, and thoſe that 
fled through fear, the ſoldiers got to the trea- 
ſure of God, which was abandoned, and took 
away thence four hundred talents : But what 
was not feloniouſly carried away, Sabinus took 
to his own ſhare. EN 
The ruin of the portico's, and the laughter 
that had been made, rouzed up a great number 
of the Fews, and thoſe whe were moſt remark+ 
able for their courage againſt the Romans, who 
having laid fiege to the palace, they threaten'd 
to deſtroy every thing with fire and ſword, if 
they did not draw oft quickly : And they pro- 
miſed ſecurity to Sabinus, if he would depart 
with his legion. Beſides, a ſtrong party of the 
royaliſts, who had fled ro them, contributed 
conſiderably to their ſtrength. But the Romans 
were wined by three thouſand choice and va- 
liant Sebaſtans, headed by Rufus and Gratts, 
their generals, who, had no forces followed 
them, were, on account of their ſtrength, and 
skill in war, bath to be reckoned men of great 
conſequence. Gratus commanded the infantq), 
and Rufus the cavalry. The eus puſbed on 
the ſiege, and battered vigorouſly the walls of 
the caſtle, calling aloud to Sabinus to dept» 
and not obſtru& them who had lived ſo Jeg 
conformably to the laws of their country. 3 
deſign of withdrawing privately, was agreed _ 
by Sabinus ; but he could not confide in i 
promiſes made him, and ſuſpected that the 7 "We 
pretended lenity concealed their treachery! 
and becauſe he expected Varus to come to n 
aſſiſtance, he choſe to carry on the ſiege. 
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A Commotion among the Veteran Soldiers of Herod. The Robberier of Judas 
nd Athrongzus take upon them the Title of King. 


EVERAL places in Judea were now 
full of tumults and ſeditions, and theſe di- 
ſtracted times made ſeyeral endeavour to ob- 
tain the kingdom. The two thouſand Veterans 
who had ſerved under Herod's banners, took up 
arms, and conſpired iu Idumæa. They broke 
out againſt the royaliſts, but Achiabus, the 


king's couſin, oppoſed them from the fortified 


places, which ſtood high, avoiding all he could 
an engagement with them in the plains. In 
the mean time, Fudas, the ſon of Ezechias, 
(the captain of a band of robbers, who formerly 
had made inroads into the country, and ravaged 
it with his depredations, and was taken by 
Herod) having muſtered up at Sepphoris, a town 
of Galilee, a ſtrong party, broke into the king's 


magazines, and having furniſhed his men with 


arms, he made an attack upon thoſe who aimed 
at the government. | 

At the ſame time Simon, one of the king's 
ſervants, was buſy in Perea Now he depend- 
ing on his fine perſon, and gracefulneſs of body, 
put a diadem on his own head; then marching 
out with the Banditti he had got together, he 
{allied throughout the country, burnt to aſhes 
the palace at Hiericho, and other magnificent 
buildings there, obtaining an eaſy plunder out 
of the ruins, If Gratus, who commanded the 
royal infantry, had not marched out to meet 
him with the bowmen of Trachon, and the va- 


liant Sebaſteus, he would have taken all the 


houſes of ornament, and laid them in aſhes. A 
great number of the infantry periſhed in the 


engagement; but Cratus followed Simon, as he 
endeavoured to eſcape through a difficult paſs, 


and with a tranſverſe ſtroke cut off his head. 
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Another ſedition breaking out in Peræa, the 
palaces at (a) Betharmathis, which lay next to 
Jordan, were conſumed to aſnes. 
There was a ſhepherd too that had the bold- 
neſs to graſp at the kingdom; his name was 
Athrongæ us And his hopes of reigning were 
ded on his bodily ſtrength, a ſoul that de- 
ſpiſed death, and four brothers that nearly re- 
ſembled him. Each of theſe he put at the 
head of a company of armed men, and uſed 
them as his officers and governors to make in- 
curſions ; but buſineſs of more importance he 
kept to manage himſelf, as the king over them. 
He now put a diadem upon his head, and then 
joining his brothers to ravage the country for 
ſome time, he placed himſelf at their head 
with a deſign to deſtroy both the Romans and 
royalifts, neither could any one eſcape him, 
for he was reſolved to ſpare none. He had 
the boldneſs once to ſurround at Emmao, a 
whole band of Romans, who were carrying 
arms and proviſions to the legion. Arius, the 
centurion, who was at their head, and forty of 
their ſtouteſt men, were killed with their darts, 
but the reſt, who were very near ſuffering in 
the ſame manner, on Gratus's coming up with 
the Sebaſtens, were ſaved. Several ſuch like 


actions as theſe having, during the courſe of the 


war, been committed by them, three of them, 
after ſome time, were reduced; the eldeſt by 
Archelaus, the two next fell into the hands of 
Gratus and Ptolomy, and the fourth, on promiſe 
of life, ſurrendered to Arche/ans. Theſe ac- 
cidents are what befel them afterwards, but al! 
Fudeathen was expoſed to their hoſtilities, tob- 
beries, and depredations. 7 


CHAP V. 


Quintilius Varus puts an End to the Commotions of the Jews. Two Thouſand of the 
Seditious are crucified. 


7 
S ſoon as Varus had received the letters 
ſent him by Sabinus and his officers, he 
gan to fear the loſs of his legion, and haſten- 
ed to their aſſiſtance. To this end he took the 
two legions, and four troops of horſe he had 
with him, and marched to Prolomais, giving or- 
ders at the ſame time for the auxiliaries of the 
ings and other princes in alliance to meet him 
there, Belides, as he travelled through Bery- 
%, he received a ſupply of fifteen hundred 
pen in arms. The other auxiliaries arriving at 
e and Aretas the Arabian, through an 
grudge he ſtill entertained againſt Herod, 
kinging a conſiderable body of horſe and foot 


(2) Betharam 
ok the War. 
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forces to join them, Varus immediately ſent a 
part of the army under the command of Caius, 
who was a friend of his, into Galilee, which 
lay contiguous to Prolomais, who not only put 
to flight thoſe who dared to oppoſe him, but 
alſo rook Sepphoris, which he laid in athes, and 
took all the inhabitants priſoners. Varus, with 
the main body of the army, march'd up to S 
maria, which, as he found it to have kept neu- 
ter in the late commotions, he kept his hands 
from. He encamped, however, in a village 
called Aras, which was under Pro/omy's juriſ- 
diction ; and the Arabiaus, who were proteſs'd 
enemies to Hered's friends, for that very reaſon 


Phtha was a Town of Perza, where Jordan flows into the Sea of Gennefarety, Third Book 
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ſacked it. From this place he moved up and 
marched to Sampho, another village, pretty 
well fortified, which met with the ſame fate 
from the Arabians, who ſack'd it, and every 
other place of plunder which fell into their 
hands. Every thing was deſtroyed by fire and 


' ſword, every place was filled with havock and 


deſtruction, and not one thing eſcaped the de- 
predations and fury of the Arabians. Emmaus, 
after the inhabirants were forced to fly for their 
lives, was burnt to the ground by order of Va- 
rus, who was ſorely enraged at the death of 
pO Oy © ET TETRIS INN 

Moving up from hence, and coming to Hie- 
ro/o/yma, and appearing in ſight with his army, 
he overthrew the Fewiſþ camp. The Fews 
preſently diſperſed themſelves throughour the 
country by flight : Thoſe who remained in the 
city, after they had admitted him within, be- 
gan to clear themſelves of the accuſations that 
might be brought againſt them for revolting ; 
alledging, .they had done nothing of that kind 
willingly, but having been obliged to let into 
the city the multitude on account of the ſo- 
lemnity, they had been rather beſieged in it 
with the Romans, than any way conſpired to 
carry on a war againſt thoſe who had abandon'd 
them. Varus was firſt met by Joſeph, the cou- 
ſin of Archelans, and Rufus and Gratus, who 
brought with them the royal army and the Se- 
baſtens, and the Roman legion, which had been 
beſieged, dreſſed in their uſual accoutrements, 


Book II. 
Bat Sabinus was already got out of the city to 
the ſea, not daring to appear in the fight of 


Varus, who ſent part of his forces throughout 
the i to enquire after the authors of the 
e 


Joszrenvs 


ſedition, ſeveral of whom being brought be. 
fore him, thoſe who had behaved themſelyes 
with leaſt riot and diſturbance, he impriſoned 
but thoſe who were found the chief aggreſſors, 


and promoters of the ſedition, were crucified, 


to the number of about two thouſand. 
Now news was brought Varus, that about 


ten thouſand men in arms were ſtill remaining 


about Idumæa. Upon this, having obſerved 
that the Arabians did not behave themſelves as 
became auxiliaries, but uſed their arms in 2 
lawleſs manner, and, through a grudge to the 
memory of Herod, committed their depreda. 
tions throughout the country, contrary to his 
inclination, he ſent them home again, and then 
marched with the legions againſt thoſe who had 
revolted. But before they came to an engage- 
ment, by the perſuaſions 7 Achiabus, the king's 
couſin, they voluntarily ſurrendered. Varig 
pardoned the meaner ſort, but ſent the chief of 
them to Cz/ar, to anſwer for themſelves. Ce- 
. ſar forgave ſome, but ordered ſome of the 
king's relations (for there were ſome of Herod's 
kindred in the league) to be put to death, for 
taking up arms againſt their king. Varus ha- 
ving thus compoſed the diſturbances at Hiero- 
ſolyma, and left the former legion in garriſoa 
there, returned to Antioch, | 


CHAP. VI. 


The Jews bring ſeveral Accuſations againſt Archelaus, and defire to have a Roman 
Governor ſet over them. Cæſar comes to hear of it, and diſtributes Herod's Poſ- 
feffions amongſt his Sons, as be thinks beſt, 9 


HILE Archelans was at Rome, he had 
another buſineſs to manage againſt the 

Jews, who, before the revolt, went with the 
appearance of ſo many ambaſſadors, having ob- 
rained Varus's permiſſion to that end, to de- 
mand liberty to live in obedience to the laws 
of their country. They were fikty in number; 
and about eight thouſand other Fews, who li- 
ved at Rome, joined them. Cz/ar finding this, 
called a council of his friends, and the princi- 
pal Romans in the (a) temple of Apollo in the 
Palatium, which he himſelf had built, and 
beautified 1n a very extraordinary manner. A 
great number of Fews ſtood on the fide of the 
ambaſſedors; Arche:laus, with his friends, op- 
oſed them, but thoſe that were any way friends 
of his relations, remained neuter, not caring to 
appear for Arc helaus, through ſome grudge of 
hatred or envy ; and through fear of Cæſar, not 
being willing to be ſeen with the accuſers. Be- 
ſides all theſe, Philip, brother of Archelaus, 


went before through the friendly importunity 
of Varus, on two reaſons ; the one to aſſiſt his 
brother, and the other, provided Cæſar diſtri- 
buted Herod's poſſeſſions indifferent! amongſt 
all his children, to obtain for himſelf ſome par 
thereof. 
The proſecutors, having obtained liberty to 
ſpeak what they had to ſay, firſt enlarged on 
thoſe actions of Herod which were againſt the 
laws, remonſtrating, That he had not behav'd 
«© like a king, but a tyrant, nay, the moſt cruel 
© of all tyrants: That he had put a great many 
© todeath, and thoſe who ſurvived, had ſuffer d 
« ſuch barbarous uſage, that they often {aid 
© death would have made them happy- That 
he had not only put the bodies of his ſubjects 
© to the rack, but tormented whole cities. That 
© he had torn in pieces ſeveral of his own , 
tion, enriched ſtrangers, and given the bloo 
© of Fudea to foreigners. That in the room = 
© the happineſs his nation had enjoyed, and t 


. (a) He erected many publick Edifices; the Principal: whereof were the Market Place, with the Temple of 
Mars the Revenger, the Temple of Apollo in the Palatium, the Temple of Jupiter the Thunderer re 
Capitol. Sueton. in Auguſt. c. 29. And a little after he built in that Part of the Palatine Houle 5 

4 5 


bring ſtruck with Thunder, the Augurs gave out that the God deſired it) a Temple to Apollo, with 
and a Greek and Latin Library, where, in the Decline of his Life, he often convened the Senate, 
lacted the Deeuria's of the Judges. This Temple js deſcribed by Propertius, Book II. ch. 23. an tien 
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« antient laws it had conſtahtly been govern'd 


by, he had filled it with poverty and wicked- 


© neſs. In a word, that the Fews in a few 
« years had ſuffered more calamities, which 
« Herod had brought upon them, than their an- 
© ceſtors had ſuſtained in all the time from their 
coming away from Babylon; and from the em- 
vire of Xerxes till their returning back to 
their native country. Notwithſtanding which, 
being ſo accuſtomed to hardſhips by their fre- 
quent misfortunes, and calamities now ap- 
« pearing ſo natural to them, and that they had 
voluntarily received him for a ſucceſſor, whom 
they knew would expoſe them to the cruel- 
« left ſlavery. That Archelans, the ſon of ſo 
« great a tyrant, after his farher's death, imme- 
« diately had the name of king given him by 
them; that they mourned with him for the 
« death of Herod, and wiſhed he might obtain 
« the ſucceſſion. But that fearing he ſhould not 
be thought the true ſon of Herod, he had be- 
« gan his reign witha maſſacre of three thouſand 
citizens, facrificed ſo many victims for his 
« kingdom, and filled the temple at the time 
c of a ſolemn feaſt with ſo many carcaſſes. That 
therefore it was right in them, who had eſ- 
« caped ſo great an evil, to have regard in time 
to their calamities, by right of war bring to 
light what they had ſuffered, beg the Ro- 
mans to have pity on the remains of Judea, 
and preſerve them from being any longer ex- 
« poſed to the fury of thoſe who endeavour to 


A 


tear them to pieces; but ſuffer their country, 


© by annexing it to Syr/a, to live under the go- 
« vernment of the Romans. By which means 
* 1t will appear that the Fews, who are taxed 
© as a ſeditious people, and a nation that is 
* continually deſirous of war, know how to bear 
© a mild and moderate government.“ In this 
manner the eus cloſed their accuſation with 


this petition. Next roſe up Nicholaus to op- 


poſe what they had advanced; he had little 
difficulty in clearing the kings from the charges 
that had been brought againſt them. He accu- 
fed the nation of their obſtinacy, and the diffi- 
culty there was in governing them, and how na- 
turally it appeared that their minds were bent 
againſt a regal government. Afrer which, he 
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charged the relations of Arc helaus, who had 
ſided with the proſecutors, with baſe deſigns. | 

After Cz/ar had heard the allegations of both 
parties, he broke up the council. A few days 
after he gave to Archelaus half of Herod's king= 
dom, with the title of ethuarch, and promiſed 
to make him a king if he thewed himſelf wor- 
thy of that honour; the other half he divided 
into two tetrarchates, and allotted them to He- 
rod's two other ſons, one to Philip, and the 
other to Antipas, who had laid claim to the 
kingdom, in oppoſition to Arche/aus, Peræa 
and Ga/ilee fell to the portion of Antipas; the 
revenues whereof amounted to two hundred 


talents: Philip's tetrarchate comprehended Ba- 


tanea and Trachon, and Auranitis, and ſome 
parts of Zeno's poſſeſſions about Famnia; the 
revenues whereot amounted to one hundred 
talents. Arehelaus's ethuarchate included [Jy- 
mea and all Fudea and Samaria, which, as it 
had ſtood loyal in the late revolt, was eaſed of 
a fourth part of its taxes. The cities under 


his juriſdiction were, Hraton's tower, and 5e 


baſte, Foppe, and Hieroſolyma. But Ceſar an- 
nexed the three Grecian cities of Gaza, Ga- 
dar, and Hippo, to the government of Syria, 


by taking them from the kingdom. 'The reve- 


nues. that accrued to Archelans from that parc 


of the Kingdom which was allotted him, came 


to four hundred talents; but Cæſar gave Salome, 
excluſive of the legacies leſt her in the king's 
will, the government of Famuia, and 4zotus 
and Phaſaelis; and Cæſar, moreover, gave her 
the palaces in Aſcalon, from all which the re- 
ceived an annual revenue of threeſcore talents. 
But her houſe was joined to the erhuarcate of 
Archelaus, The other children of Herod were 
paid their legacies according to his will, C- 


ſar, beſides the legacies given the two maiden 


daughters of Herod in their father's will, made 
them a preſent of five hundred thouſand drachms 
of ſtamp'd ſilver, and married them to the ſons 


of Pheroras. And, in the diviſion he made of 


the king's patrimony, he diſtributed among 


them the thouſand talents Herod had left him, 


and only reſerv'd a few of the king's houſhold 


goods, of little value, in honour of the de- 
ceaſed. | 


C HH A. FIL 
The Hiſtory of the counterfeit Alexander. Archelaus 7s baniſhed, Glaphyra dies, 


and both are forewarned in a Dream, 


WHILE theſe things were tranſacting, 
a youth, by nation a Few, brought up 

at Sidon by a certain freedman of a Roman ci- 
den, and nearly teſembling Alexander, whom 
erod put to death, pretended to be that ſame 
lexander, and came to Rome, thinking there 
to obtain his ends, and not be diſcovered. He 
was alſiſted in his deſign by a man of the ſame 
De with him, who being verſed in every cir- 
cumſtance that any way related to the kingdom, 
ntrufted him in the moſt material points ; 
c hereupon he affirmed, that thoſe who were 
ent to kill kim and Ariflobulus, being moved 
wich compaſſion, took them away, and laid 


other bodies like theirs in their room. This 
tale having deceived the Fews who lived in 


Crete, they gave him a ſplendid proviſion, and 


he then ſailed ro Melus, where he abundantly 
increaſed his fortune, as the circumſtances of 
his relations carried ſuch convigcing proofs of 


truth along with them, and gained over his 
friends to fail with him to Rome. But happen- 
ing to ſtrike upon Dicæarhia, he received 


conſiderable preſents from the eus there, and 
was, by thoſe who ſtill favoured his pretended 


father, honqured as a king; for the ſimilitude 
of his form had gained him ſo much credit, that 


they, who had both ſeen and known Alexander, 
ſwore 
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ſwore that this was he. All the Jews who could not | forget the late proceedings againſt 
dwelt at Rome, came to ſee him, and a prodi- him; and therefore he not only unmercifully 
gious multitude of people poſted themſelyes in treated the Jews, but the Samaritans, both of 
the roads he was carried through; for the whom ſent their ambaſſadors, and accuſed him 
Melians were ſo infatuated with his artifices, before Cæſar, who, in the ninth year of his reign, 
that they not only carried him in a chair, but banithed him to Vienna, a town in Gaul, and 
gave him a royal attendance and habit, at their confiſcated his dominions. Before Czfar ſum- 
own expence. _ - -- | , | moned him to anſwer for himſelf, it is ſaid, he 
Ceſar, who perfectly knew the lineaments had the following dream: © He thought nine 
of Alexander's face, who had been accuſed be- © ears of corn, full and large, ſtood before his 
fore him by Herod, formed a right judgment of ; eyes, which the bullocks eat up.” Upon which 
the fallacy of the reſemblance, before his eyes he. ſent. for interpreters, and ſome Chaldeans, 
had ſeen the man; but he was willing to give and asked them what was meant by them, Bur 
ſome credit, that the impoſtor might conceive the interpreters giving each a different interpre- 
hopes of ſucceſs. Jo this purpoſe he ſent Co- tation to the dream, one Simon, an Eſſene, told 
ſjadus, one who had been acquainted with A/ex- him: © Methinks the ears of corn point out fo 
ander, to bring this Alexander before him. Af- many years, and the bullocks denote a change 
ter he had ſeen him, he ſoon found out the dif- 


in the affairs of his kingdom; becauſe in 
ference; and having ſurveyed his whole body, ploughing they turn up and changè tho ground. 
his rough skin, and ſervile looks, the whole im- 


Therefore the number of years you will reign, 
poſture appeared very plain to him. Cz/ar was 


Þ 
l 
[ 
. 


A 


will be as many as the ears of corn, and then 
extremely moved with the words he ſo confi= © you'll die, after ſeveral alterations of affairs. 

dently affirmed ; for asking him about Ari/}o- He heard this told him, and five days after he 

Bulus, he made anſwer, that he was ſafe, but was ſummoned to take his trial. 

purpoſely had left him at Cypras, for fear of We muſt here mention Glaphyra's dream, 

ſnares to take away his life; for that it was who was daughter of Archelaus, king of Cap- 

more difficult to take them when ſeparated. padocia, and firſt wife of Alexander, (who was 

| C:/ar hereupon drew him a little aſide, and brother of the 4rchelaus we are now ſpeaking 
0 promiſed to give him his life, if he would but of, and ſon of king Herod, who put him to 
diſcover to him who it was that had adviſed death, as we have mentioned before) and after 

him to project ſuch a ſcheme, He aſſured him his death married to Fuba, king of Lybia; 

he would diſcloſe the whole affair to him; and and then after his deceaſe returning home, and 

then following Cæſar, he drew near him, and living a widow with her father, Archelaus, the 

directed him to the Jew, who, by the likeneſs ethuarch happened to ſee her, and was ſo much 

of his perſon to Alexander, had induced him to 1n love at the fight of her charms, that he pur 

make an advantage of it; for he had received away his wife Mariamne, and immediately 

from all the cities he had paſſed, more and married her. Some little time after her coming 
greater favours than ever Alexander, when he back into Judea, ſhe thought ſhe ſaw Alexander 

was alive, obtained. Cæſar could not forbear ſtanding by her, and thus ſpeak to her: Thy 

laughing at this; he put the counterfeit Alex- marriage with the Lybian ſhould have fatisfied 

ander, becauſe of the hardineſs of his body, © thee, but not content with him, thou haſt had 

among his galley ſlaves, and ordered the author © recourſe to my family, and taken a third huſ- 

of the cheat to be put to death: And as for © band, O ſhameleſs woman, who is my bro- 

the Melians, the expences they had been ar, ther. But I will not be witneſs to thy full 

were adjudged a ſufficient puniſhment for their *© diſhonour, but will take thee to me againſt 

folly. © thy inclinations.“ And after ſhe had related 

Archelaus, being ſettled in his ethuarchate, this dream, the ſcarce ſurvived two days. 
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The Ethuarchate of Archelaus is made a Province. The Sedition of Judas Gali- 
læus. An Account of the three Jewiſh Sefs, 


* 


L dominions of Archelaus being reduced poſed of the Eſenes, men who practice a more | 
do a province, Coponins, a Roman of the ſevere kind of life, are Jews by nation, but 
equeſtrian order, was ſent procurator to govern act with a more ſtrict and mutual love to one 
it, with full powers from Cæſar. During his another. Theſe abhor, as above, all manner 
adminiſtration, a Galilean, named Judas, ſtir- of pleaſure, are remarkable for their cone 
red up his countrymen to a revolt, ſaying, they nence, and account, as the greateſt virtue, not 
acted without the leaſt courage, and were co- to give way to lawleſs deſires. They tele 
wards to ſubmit to pay tribute to the Romans, marriage, but take the ſons of others, that ale 
and acknowledge, after God, men for lords, who of an eaſy temper, and docile, and fit to rece1ve 
were mortal. Judas was a doctor of his own inſtruction, and reckon them as their relations, 
lect, but in nothing reſembled the others. and train them up in their inſtitutions and =. 
J here are three kinds of philoſophers among rality ; but matrimony, and the lawful ſucce 
the 7ews ; the Phariſces make up the firſt ſect, ſion from it, they deſpiſe. 1 
the hadducees the ſecond, and the third is com- | ; | hey 


Book IL 
ey cautiouſly guard againſt the ſnares and 
10 0 of 7 din; and are convinced 


chat no truſt ought to be repoſed in any one 


that is an husband. 


Beſides, they deſpiſe riches, reckon a free 


and mutual enjoyment of one another's goods 
jn common among them as the pureſt way of 


living; neither is there any one to be found 


amongſt them that has more than the others; 


ſo that every one is neither pinched with too 
narrow circumſtances, nor abounds with too 
large a ſhare of wealth, but their effects re- 
maining in common among them, they enjoy = | 
equal diſtribution 'of their goods as ſo many 


brothers. Oil they account as a great ſore; 


and if any one happens to be annointed againſt. 


is will. he wipes his body; accounting it an 
er to aphane oy and parched, and to wear 
conſtantly a white garment. Beſides, they have 
procurators appointed to look after their affairs, 
every one of whom is little qualified for all 
their ſervices. s ROT ae 
They have no one certain city, but numbers 


of them have houſes in each; and if any per- 


ſons of their ſe& come from any other place, 
they give them as much uſe of any thing they 
have, as if it was their own property; and 
they are as free with thoſe they never ſaw be- 
fore, as if they were in the moſt intimate ac- 
quaintance. And this is the reaſon that when 
they go a journey they take no proviſions with 
them, but only arms to ſecure themſelves 
againſt robbers. In every city they have a 
certain officer that takes care of ſtrangers, and 
ſupplies them with clothes and other neceſlaries, 


and generally the clothing and other ornaments 


of their bodies reſemble the apparel of boys 
who live under the awe and government of Aa 
malter. But they never change either their 
clothes or their ſhoes, till they are worn to 
pieces with age. They have no buying or ſel- 
ling among one another, but each ſupplies the 
perſon that wants, out of his own ſtore, and 
mutually receives from him what he has occa- 
ſion for; and if no retaliation be made on ei- 
ther ſide, they are not at all hindered from ta- 
king from any other they have a mind to ask. 
Towards God they have a ſingular devotion, 
for no profane word comes out of their mouth 
before the riſing of the ſun, but they ſay cer- 
tain prayers before it, as if they were praying 
to it to ſhine propitiouſly upon them. And af- 
terwards they are ordered by their overſeers to 
employ themſelves each man in his particular 
employment, which they follow with great di- 
ligence till the fifth hour, and then return 
back again to the ſame place in their linnen 
veils, where they waſh their bodies in cold wa- 
ter; and after this waſhing is over, the next 
ſtep is,to retire into an naue eculiar to them, 
where perſons of another ſect are abſolutel 
orbid to enter; and here, being purified from 
all impurities, they go to dinner, as if to ſome 
anctified temple, As ſoon as they have qui- 
etly and ſedately ſeated themſelves, a baker 
puts bread in order before each, and a cook 
{ets a meſs of pulſe. A prieſt ſays grace be- 
fore they begin eating; for it is forbidden any 


to taſte before ſuch grace is repeated: And 
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again, when dinner is ended, grace is ſaid; and 
both when they begin and leave off eating they 
reverence God, who ſupplies them with every 
thing for their ſuſtenance. Afterwards, putring 


oft their garments, which they look upon as 
ſacred, they return again to their employments 


till the twilight of the evening, and then lea- 
ving off, they ſup together in the ſame manner 
as they dined, admitting ſtrangers to ſit amon 
them, if any happen to come. Neither dot 
any noiſe or clamour diſturb the houſe at any 
time, but a ſtrict regularity is obſerved, and 


no man ſpeaks bur in his turn, and they who 
remain without take the ſilence of thoſe within 
for ſome grand myſtery, But this good c 
nomy is *% bo their perpetual ſobriety, and 


the conſtant ſhare of meat and drink allowed 
them, which is never more than will fatisfy na- 
ture. „„ 8 
They never concern themſelves with other 
affairs without the orders of their governors; 
but theſe two articles are left entirely to their 


diſcretion to pity and aſſiſt others, for they are 
at liberty, juſt as they think fit, to relieve 


thoſe that deſerve it, whenever they ask, and 


aſſiſt the needy; but to ſuccour any of their 


kindred is never done without the leave of 


their governors. They never are angry but 


on a juſt occaſion, are great maſters of their 
paſſions, ſtrict to their word, and lovers of 
peace; and what they ſpeak they reckon: firm- 


er than an oath, eſteeming ſwearing an uſeleſs 


and criminal action, and looking upon it as 
worſe than perjury : For they ſay a man is al- 


ready condemned who cannot be credited with- 


out always calling God to confirm his word. 
They take a wonderful deal of pains in turn- 


ing over writings of antiquity, the paſſages 


whereof always pleaſe them beſt, which afford 
them any knowledge or inſtruction, either for 


the advantage of their ſouls or bodies; and 


from hence they make diligent enquiry into the 
nature of roots that are fit for remedies, and 
endeavour to know the properties of ſtones of 
medicinal virtues in diſtempers. 

Beſides, he that deſires to make one of this 
ſe, is not immediately admitted a member; 


but is firſt obliged to live a whole year, being 


preſcribed by the governors the ſame method 
of living, who give him the aforementioned 
girdle and-white garment; and when this ſpace 


of time is over, and he has performed through 


his allotted penance, he is allowed a nearer ſtep 
to learn their inſtitutions, and from that time 
begins to be purified with holier water with the 
others, but is not yet admitted to partake in 
commons with them; for he is forced to under- 
go an open penance of two years more, after 
which, they examine into his morality, and if 


he appears worthy of admittance, then he be- 
y . comes a member: But before he comes to their 


table, he binds himſelf to them with the ſtrict- 
eſt oath, Firſt, that he will reverently honour 
God; then, that he will deal juſtly with his 
fellow creatures, and do no injury, knowing! 

and willingly, to any man; that he will always 
bean enemy to the injurious, and give his aſ- 
ſiſtance to the good and juſt; that he will con- 
ſtantly keep his word with all men, particularly 
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is the reaſon that through humanity and pity. were immortal, and continued fo to eternity; 
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with thoſe that are in authority, becauſe none to the order of time in which they have been 
are authorized but by God. That if he hap- members of the ſect; and the younger mem- 
pens to be inveſted with any govetament, that bers are thought ſo much inferior to the ſeni- 
he will neither proudly nor ſourly uſe his au- ors, that if they but happen to touch any of 
thority, nor in his dreſs appear different from them, they, as though they had been ſtrangers 
his ſubjects. That he will always defend the that had been among them, waſh a- part by 
truth, and chaſtiſe thoſe that falſify themſelves. themſelves; and ſeveral of the ſenior members 
That he will keep his hands from ſtealing, and live longer than an hundred years; which 1 
his mind inoffenſive from any. unjuſt gain. That take to be owing to the ſimplicity of their diet, 
he will never conceal from his fellow members and the moderation they uſe. They deſpiſe 
the doctrines maintained in their body, nor adverſity, and bear misfortunes with a remark. 
diſcloſe them to others, not even if death able greatneſs of foul; and prefer death, if it 
ſhould be threatened as the puniſhment of his be attended with glory, to the greateſt fame 
ſilence. Beſides this, every one takes an oath or honours on earth: Nay, what their diſpoſi- 
not to diſcover their doctrines any otherwiſe tion was to mankind, the war which was car. 
than as they received them; and that they will ried on againſt the Romans, was a noble exam... 
abſtain from committing robberies, and with a ple, in which, though tortur'd and rack'd,burne 
juſt veneration preſerve the books of their ſect, and maimed with the flames, and expoſed to 
and the names of the angels. And theſe are all other ſorts of torments, to traduce the au- 
the oaths they take on becoming members. thor of their laws, or eat what had been unac- 
They who are taken in the commiſſion of ca». cuſtomed to them, yet they could never be 
pital crimes, are excluded the fraternity; and wrought upon to do either; neither to ſpeak 
he that happens to be expelled, very rarely ſoftly to their tormentors to leflen their pains, 
fails of ſuffering a very miſerable death: For or to ſhed even a ſingle tear; but in the midſt 
the obligation of his oaths, and the ſtrict man- of their rorments, without regarding their ſuf. 
ner wherein he bound himſelf to obſerve the ferings, and defpiſing their executioners, they 
cuſtoms of his order, remaining ſtill in force joyfully gave up the ghoſt, with a ſure confi- 
upon him, he is made incapable of eating with dence of their ſouls remaining alive and unhurt, 
any others; and this, and his feeding upon though their bodies ſuffered death. 
herbs, brings his body to ſo low a condition, For the opinion prevailed among them, that 
that at length he mult neceſſarily die. This bodies were ſubject to death, but that ſouls 


to ſeveral, they receive them again at the point and that being compoſed of the fineſt and thin- 
of death, ſuppoſing them, by their ſuffering, neſt air, they were incloſed within the bodies 
to have made ſufficient ſatisfaction for their as in a priſon, being drawn thither by a natu- 
crimes. ral ſympathy; but that after they were ſet at 
They are very exact and righteous in their liberty from the impriſonment of the fleſh, as 
determinations, none being made unleſs an hun- though freed from a long ſlavery, they partook 
dred of their body are aſſembled together; of pleaſure, and flew a-loft upwards; and that 
and what once they decree, remains firm and the ſouls of religious men, agreeable to the 
unalterable. Next to God the name of Legi- ſentiments of rhe Greeks, inhabited beyond the 
ſlator carries the higheſt veneration with them, ſea, in a place neither expoſed to ſnows ct 
and they eſteem it meritorious to put to death rain, or heats, but where Zephyrus gently 
him who traduces ſuch a venerable name. To breathing from the ocean, rendered their habi- 
obey their elders and a majority, is reckoned a tations perfectly happy; but that the wicked 
ſhining qualification; ſo that when ten fit to- ſouls were doomed to a dark cave under ground, 
gether, liberty is refuſed any one man to ſpeak where they ſuffered eternal torments. I am ai 
if the other nine are againſt it: And they are opinion, that the Greeks, according to this no- 
very careſul to ſpit into the midſt of them, or tion, attributed the iſlands of the bleſſed to 
on their right (ide, and to put their hands to their great and famous men, ſuch as their heroes 
any labour; but on the ſabbaths they are more and demi-gods; but allotted to the fouls d 
ſtrict than any of the Jes in refraining from the wicked a place in hell peculiar to tran 
it: For the day before, they not only prepare greſſors, where they fabled that ſome were ex- 
proviſions neceſſary for the ſabbath, that they poſed to torments, as Sy/ſphus, Tantalns 
may not have occaſion to light the fire on that Ixion, and Tityus, and men guilty of abonyit- 
day; but alſo dare not move any veſſel out of ble crimes. And they lay it down as the fit 
its place, or even go to ſtool, On other days rule, that ſouls are immortal, and from tiene 
they dig a ditch in the ground of about a foot exhort mankind to the love of virtue, and de, 
depth, with an ax, which each of them receives ter them from the commiſſion of vice; ſor 
at his firſt admittauce into the ſe&, which they men will become better in this life, through 
cover with their garment, not to give offence hopes of rewards after death; and the fall 
to God's light, and therein they eaſe nature, of wicked perſons will be check'd through fer 
and then fill up the hole with the earth taken as expecting, though they concealed their crime 
out of it; and this they do in very ſecret pla- while they lived, ro undergo afterwards pech 
ces. And though this manner of evacuation is tual puniſhment. Now theſe are the chief F: 
natural to them, yet accounting themſelves {till nions of the Eſſenes about the ſoul, herein 
as polluted perſons, they hold it as a ſolemn fording fuch a bair, that they who have of 
cuſtom to waſh themſelves, after it. taſted of their wiſdom, cannot but keen 
They are divided in four claſſes, according it. (Sec ee eee el is 
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Beſides, there are ſome among them who 
pretend to foretel future events, as having 
ep their childhood diligently been conver- 
{ant in the ſacred books, various purifications, 
and in the ſayings of the prophets ; and tis ve- 

ry rarely that they miſs the truth in their pre- 
dictions. B tA es PPALR 

There is another claſs of the Eſſenes, which, 
with regard to their method of living, morality, 
and precepts, agrees with the former, but differs 
in one article, which is about marriages. They 
are of opinion, that the greateſt part of man- 


- 


fail if they were to abſtain from marriage ; but 
that the race of mankind would very quickly 
be annihilated ſhould a general conſent prevail 
as to this opinfon of the former ſe&. Yet, for 
all this, they make a three years trial of their 
ſpouſes; and it they hold out through three 

urifications, to try if they were able to bear 
children; they then marry them. But they 
have no carnal acquaintance with women after 
conception, proving 1n this, that they marry, 
not to gratify their ſenſual pleaſures, but thro? 
a deſire of having children. The women bathe 
with proper clothes on, as the men do with gir- 
dles about their waſtes. And theſe are the 
manners of this order. | 

Of the two principal ſe&s of the Fews, the 


— 
*** 


7 T HE ethuarchate of Archelaus being re- 
5 duced to a province, the other ſons, Phi- 
lid, and Herod, ſurnamed Antipas, governed 
W their tetrarchates. Salome dying, bequeathed 


oparchate, and Famnia, and the palm fields in 
Phaſaelis. After the death of Auguſtus, who 
W reigned ſeven and fifty years, ſix months, and 
two days, the Roman empire devolved upon 
W 7/berias, the husband of Julia, and Herod and 
Philip continuing then in their governments, 
ke latter built Cæſarea, near the ſprings of 
Jordan, in the country of Paueas; and erected 
the city Julias, in the lower Gaulanitis ; while 


ned Julias, in the country of Peræa. 
A Pilate being ſent by Tiberias's procurator in- 
o Juda, conveyed in the night-time the ima- 
es of Cæſar, which they call enſigns, into Hi- 
ohn. This action, as ſoon as day appear- 
ed, occaſioned a great tumult of the Fews ; 
r they who were near them were ſtruck with 
3 uch deep aſtoniſhment at rhe unuſual ſight, 
lat they concluded the ſacredneſs of their laws 
as openly violated : For it was not a cuſtom 
ih them to ſer up in the city the reſemblance 
g aun image, or the image it ſelf. And while 
. 15 in the city ſhewed their indignation at 
2 at had been done, a vaſt number of people 
n of the country, and immediately went 
Wo Pilate at Cæſarea, where they begged him 


kind, which depends upon ſucceſſion, would 


b | by her will to { alia, the wife of Auguſtus, her 


Herod built Tiberias in Galilee, and a city na- 


3897 
Phariſees, who are ranked among the more ac- 
curate Interpreters of the law, and were the 
founders of the firſt ſet among the Fews, at- 
tribute every thing. to fate and God; and 
teach that good or bad actions are for the 
moſt part virtually inherent in mankind; that 
fate, or the determinate will of "God, co-ope=- 
rates in all things; that the ſoul is immortal; 
that the ſouls of good men only paſs into other. 
bodies, but that thoſe of the wicked are doom 
ed to everlaſting puniſhment. The Sadduces, who 
conſtitute the other order or ſect, have nothing 
at all to do with fate, and deny that God is the 
immediate cauſe of any one's either doing evil 
or abſtaining from it; pretending, that good 
and evil is in the choice of man, and that every 
one, juſt as they pleaſe, do either. They alſo 


deny that ſouls exiſt after death, or that re- 


wards and puniſhments attend the good or the 
bad. The Phariſees bear great regard to one 
another, and maintain, for the mutual advan- 
tage of their ſect, a ſtrièt unanimity. The 
Sadduces, on the other hand, are more rigid 
in their morals, and behave witli leſs meekneſs, 
converſing with their own members as though 
they were ſtrangers. And theſe are the mate- 
rial circumſtances which I judged neceſſary to 


mention concerning the different ſects among 


the Jews. 


Fus dearh of Salome. The cities built by Herod and Philip. A tumult under Pilate. 
= Lhe greater Agrippa 7s impriſoned by Tiberius, and ſet at liberty and rewarded 
with the kingdom by Caius Herod Antipas is baniſhed. ; | 


to remove the images out of Hieroſolhma, and 
not infringe the laws of their country. But 
Pilate refuling to grant their petition, they caſt 
themſelves proſtrate upon the ground, and for 
five days, and as many nights, remained im- 
moveable. 

The next day Plate, having ſeated himſelf 
on an eminence in the great Circus, and aflem- 
bled the people together, under pretence of 
returning them his anſwer, made a ſignal to his 
ſoldiers, as had been before contrived, to ſur- 
round the Fews in their armour. The Romans 
accordingly, . hemming them in with a triple 
rank, the Jews knew not what to think at ſuch 
an unexpected ſight; but Pilate, threatening 
them with inſtaut death, unleſs they allowed 
the images of Cz/ar to. be ſet up, ordered his 
men to draw their ſwords. The Fews hereup- 
on, with a general conſent, fell down on the 
ground,and offering their necks to their ſwords, 


cried out, that they had rather ſuffer a thou- 


ſand deaths than do any thing in violation of 
the laws of their country. Pilate, ſurprized 
at their extrardinary deſire to preſerve their 
religion inviolate, immediately gave orders to 

remove the images out of Hieroſo/yma.. 
But after this he occaſioned another tumult, 
by laying out the ſacred treaſure, which they 
call Corbanas, in the building of an aqueduct, 
which he brought three hundred furlongs in 
length to the city. This cauſing great mur- 
murs 
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of all that remained in the nation. 
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murs and diſcontent among the commoner ſort 


of. the people, they, on P/ate's coming to Hi- 
eroſolj ma, flocked round his tribunal, and made 


their complaint: Pi/ate, forſeeing that a tu- 
mult would ariſe, gave orders to his ſoldiers 
to dreſs mg: aj in ſuch clothes as the com- 
mon people whte, and mix amongſt the multi- 
tude, with a ſecrer command from his tribunal 
to fall upon the ſeditious with their ſticks, but 
refrain from uſing their ſwords. This proved 
fatal to a great many Fetus, who ſorely oppreſ- 
ſed with the many blows given them, and trod 
upon by their own party as they ſtrove to get 
away, loſt their lives. And thus the people, 
rerrified with the example of thoſe that had 
been ſlain, where hindered from making any fur- 
ther progreſs in their ſedition. Some time at- 
ter theſe tranſactions, Agrippa, ſon of Arifto- 


| b4l1s, who had been put to death by his father 
| Herod, went to Tiberia in order to amuſe He- 


rod the tetrarch. But the emperor rejecting 
the accuſation, Agrippa, then reſiding at Rome, 
ſtrove to gain over to his intereſt, by an inſi- 
nuating behaviour, ſome of the principal men, 
and chiefly Caius, the ſon of Germanicus, then 
a private perſon. In conſequence hereof, hav- 
ing on a time entertained him at a banquet, 
and profeſſed a great deal of civility to his 


_ gueſt, he broke out at laſt with a pathetic 


aG en 
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prayer, wiſhing that Tiberias might ſoon die, 
and he behold him emperor. This was carried 


to the emperor by one of his domeſticks, who, 


full of indignation, threw Agrippa into priſon, 


where he remained till the death of Ceſar, 


which happened after a reign of two and twenty 
years, ſix months, and three days. $2) 

As ſoon as Caius was declared emperor, he 
ſet Agrippa at liberty, and made him king of 
Philip's tetrarchate, who was now dead. But 
Agrippa's riſe to be a king, enflamed Herod the 
tetrarch's ſoul to an extreme degree, through 


| hatred. His wife Herodius had ſtrove ſeverg] 


times to put. him in hopes of obtaining the 
kingdom; ſhe had charged him with indolence, 
and frequently told him that his backwardnef 
to take a voyage to (ſar had been the main 
obſtacle to his enlarging his dominions : For if 


he had made Agrippa a king from a private man, 


lg ſhould not he hope, who was a tetrarch, 
to be promoted to the ſame dignity, Theſe 
perſuaſions prevailing upon Hercd, he went to 
Caius, who rewarded his covetouſneſs with ba- 
niſhment, and ſent him an exile into Fpain ; 
for his accuſer Agrippa, to whom Caius gare 
his tetrarchate, would not have been content 
unleſs his revenge had been compleated. But 
Herod, accompanied by his wife in his baniſh- 
ment, died in his exile. | 


CHAP. J. 


Caius commands the Jews to ſet up his ſtatue in the temple at Hieroſolyma. Petronius' 
| actions in that affair, 


6 ATUS Ceſar was guilty of ſo notorions 
and inſolent an abuſe of his good fortune, 
that he thought himſelf a God, and wanted to 
be called ſo: He ſtrove to deſtroy his country 
by putting to death the moſt eminent men in 
it; and his impiety raiſed very terrible com- 
motions in Fudea. Petronius was ſent with an 
army to Hieroſolyma, to ſet up his ſtatues in the 
temple, with expreſs orders to put every one 
to death that gave any interruption to the ſet- 
ting up of the images, and to make priſoners 
But God 
here interpoſed his power. Now Petronius 
with three legions, and a great number of H- 
rian auxiliaries, marched out of Antiochia to 
Fuder. Some of the Jews would not believe 
the report that war was proclaimed againſt 
them, and thoſe who did, were at the laſt ex- 
tremity how to think of their defence. A ge- 
neral fear immediately prevailed; for the army 
was now marched as tar as Ptolomais. 

This city adjoins to Galilee, ſtands on the 
ſea coaſt, and is built on the great plain. It 
is hemmed in by ridges of mountains; the hills 
of Galilee, at threeſcore turlongs diſtance, are 
on the eaſt ſide of it; Mount Carmel, at about 
one hundred and twenty furlongs from the city 
on the ſouth, and a very lofty mountain, cal- 
led by the natives The ladder of the Tyrians, 
and diſtant from it an hundred turlongs, on the 
north. 


trom the City runs a very ſmall river, called 


About the diſtance of two furlongs 


Bellius, near which the monument of Memnon 
is to be ſeen, and a place near a hundred cu- 
bits diſtance, that's worthy of admiration. The 
place is concave, and affords a ſand like glaſs, 
which ſeveral ſhips, touching upon this coaſt, 
took away for ballaſt; but rhe place is con- 
ſtantly filled again, by winds that purpoſely 
ſeem to bring back the ſupply, and all that 1s 


thrown into the concavity is preſently changed 


as tranſparent as glaſs; but what ſurprizes me, 
is, that all the glaſly particles that flow from 
thence, are again changed into common ſand. 
And this is the nature of the place. _ 
The Jews, with their wives and children, 
preſently aſſembling together in the plain, 


warmly ſollicited Petronius, firſt, for the laus 


of their country, and then for themſelves; 
but he, not any ways molified with the earneſt 


. ſolicitations of the people, left his army an 


the ſtatues in Ptolomais; and then going into 
Galilee, and afſembling the people, and ſome 
of the principal natives at 7iberias, he 9 
open to them, in a long ſpeech, the great pow 
of the Romans, and the menaces of Ceſar, an 
ſhewed them how vain and ridiculous thelr Pf” 
titon was. For after all the nations that Fo 
ſubje& to the Roman empire had ſet uf i 
their ſeveral cities the ſtatues of Cæſar _ 
their other Gods, that the Fews ſhould be , 
only perſons to refuſe it argued a great ide 
of difaffection, and was an action full ot 
moſt open contumely. iS 


When they had alledged in their defence 
their ancient conſtitution, the laws and cuſtoms 
of their country, and had urged the unlaw- 
fulneſs of ſetting up in the temple any image 
repreſenting God or man, or putting them up 
in any other prophane place of their coun- 
ny; Petronius immediately anſwered, © But I, 
« ſaid he, muſt neceſſarily obey the decree of 
© my maſter, and if I act contrary to it, and 
ſpare you, my life will certainly be made the 
price of my diſobedience. He himſelf who 
hath ſent me, and nor I, will then beſiege 
you; for I, as well as you, am ſubject to his 
authority.“ The whole multitude hereupon 
cried out, © 'That they would ſuffer the worſt 
© torments to preſerve their laws.” Petronius 
having appeaſed their clamour, ſaid, Are you 
© in a condition to maintain a battle againſt 

Cæſar? To which the 2 replied, Twice 
a day we offer ſacrifice for Ceſar, and the Ro- 
man people; but it his intentions are arbi- 
trarily to ſet up the ſtatues, his firſt buſineſs 
ſhould be to make a general ſacrifice of the 
whole nation of the Jews; for, as for our- 
ſelves, we are ready with our wives and 
children to offer our throats to any one that 
vill cut them.” From this moment Petronius 
began to admire and pity them, who were ſo 
reſolute in defence of their religion, and ſo 
ſteadily prepared to yield to death. In ſhort, 
for this time they were diſmiſſed without any 
reſolution being taken againſt them. 

The day following, having given a private 
ſummons to the principal Fews, and publickly 
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cited the commoner ſort, he began with exhor- 


tations to them, ſometimes to preſerve peace 
among themſelves, and then concluding with 
terrible menaces, enlarging on the exceeding 
great power of the Romans, repreſenting to 


them the indignation of Caius, and then inſiſt- 
ing upon the neceſſity which obliged him to act 
in that rigid manner. As the eus {till per- 
ſiſted in this reſolution, and Petrozius ſeeing 
the country likely to want ſowing, (the lower 
ſort of the Fews having idled fifty days, du- 
ring ſeed time, in the city) he aſſembled them 
the laſt time, and addrefled them in this man- 
ner: © I had rather expoſe myſelf to danger than 
< that ſuch a thing ſhould come to paſs, as you 
fear, and Cz/ar has threatened you with: For 
if God aſſiſts me to cool Cæſar's temper, it 
will be very agreeable to me that I ſhall be 
preſerved for you; but if his paſſion revenges 
itſelf on me, I will chearfully give up the 
ghoſt for ſo great a multitude.“ After which, 
he diſmiſſed the people, who departed with 
wiſhes and prayers for his ſucceſs, and he him- 
ſelf marched his army from Prolomais, and re- 
turned to Antioch. From hence he preſently 
wrote a letter to Cæſar, wherein he acquainted 
him of the eruption he had made into Fudea, 
and of the petition the people had made him ; 
and that, unleſs he was reſolved to deſtroy all 
the perſons that dwelt in the country, he muſt 
permit them to act entirely according to their 
own laws, and take ſomething off from the ri- 
gour of his decree. Caius returned an angry 
anſwer to this letter, threatening Petronus 
with death for being ſo dilatory in putting his 
orders in execution; bur ſo it happened, that 
the meſſengers who carried this anſwer, were 
toſſed three months in a ſtorm, and the others, 
who went with the news of his death, met with 
a proſperous voyage. And hence it came that 
Fetronius received the letter concerning the 
death of Caius ſeven and twenty days before 
that which threatened him with deſtruction. 
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Of the Empire of Claudius. Of Agrippa's Kingdom, Of Agrippa's and Herod's 
Deaths, and the Children both left behind them. 


CH US being taken out of the way by trea- 
— Chery, after a reign of three years and 
eight months, the army, which was then at 
Rome, hurried away Claudius, to take upon 
him the government of the empire. The ſe- 
nate, with the conſuls Sentius Saturninus and 
Pomponius Secundus, having entruſted the care 
of the city to the three legions which were then 
near them, met frequently in the capitol, and 
Caius's barbarity was made a pretence to pro- 
claim war againſt Claudius; tor they were re- 
ſolved either to be governed by an ariſtocracy, 
as the cuſtom had been formerly, or be at li- 
berty to chuſe an emperor by vote, who ſhould 
be thought worthy of the empire. 


It happened now, that Agrippa, reſiding at _ 


ome, was ſent for by the ſenate to give his 
advice, and Claudius too ſent for him from the 
camp, to aſſiſt him in thoſe matters that ſhould 
e found conducive to his intereſt, When he 
found that Claudius had been made Cefar, he 
Went over to him ; immediately he ſent him 


ack, in quality of his ambaſlador, to the ſe- 
No. 54. | | 


nate, to declare to them his pleaſure, © That 
* he had been taken away by the army againſt 
his inclinations ; neither could he withſtand, 
with any juſtice, the loyalty they had ſhewn 
him, nor could he think that his condition 
was ſafe, his promotion to empire being very 
precarious, that he would govern the Roman 
empire, not by any tyrannical methods, but 
after the model of a good prince; for that 
his ambition was ſufficiently rewarded with 
the honourable name of emperor, and that 
he would always conſult them in all other 
affairs. For though he was not by nature 
made for modeſty, yet the ſudden and exem- 
plary death of Caius was a ſufficient leſſon 
conſtantly before his eyes, to manage his au- 
thority with prudence and moderation. 
Agrippa went with this ſpeech to the ſenate. 
The ſenate returned him this anſwer : That 
* they would not confide'in his army, or the 
© good councel he pretended to give, for that 
© was to expoſe themſelves to a voluntary fla- 
E "_ And Claudius, having received this 
7 | 
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anſwer from the ſenate, ſent Agrippa the ſecond 


time to acquaint them, That it could never 


A 


that his diſpoſition was entitely againſt enga- 
ging in a war with them, eſpecially with the 
aſſiftance of men whom he could never draw 
out againſt them; but that if things were to 
be determined by the ſword, the field of 
battle ought to be fixed in ſome place with- 
out the city; for it was too unjuſt that their 
© ſiniſter advices ſhould prove the ground of a 
© civil war, and occaſion the ruin of their tem- 
« ples.” Agrippa having heard this, went and 


acquainted the ſenate with it. 


A A A Aa 6a Aa 


A 


A little after, a certain man among the ſol- 


diers, belonging to the ſenate, with his drawn 
ſword, faid thus: My fellow ſoldiers, what 
© are theſe hardſhips we have ſuffered, that we 
© ſhould reſolve to {lay our brethren, and main- 
© tain a war againſt our relations, who follow 
© the intereſt of Clandins, eſpecially ſince we 
© have an emperor who can be charged with no 
crime, and are under ſuch near ties of alli- 
ance with thoſe we are going to fight againſt ?' 
So ſaid, he ſtepp'd thro' the middle of the hall, 
and drew all the other ſoldiers after him. The 
fathers, as ſoon as they found themſelves thus 
abandoned, began to be in great fears, with 
reſpe& to themſelves, and afterwards, foreſeeing 
that a revolt would be attended with no fate 
conſequences, they followed the example of the 


A 


_ ſoldiers, and haſtened to Claudius. They who 


had flattered the fortune of Caius, and been 
tools to his ambition, met them at the walls 
with their drawn ſwords; and, in all probabi- 
lity, thoſe who headed the company, had run 
a riſque of their lives before Cſar had heard a 
word of the ſoldiers attempts, had not Agrippa 
uſed great expedition, run and acquainted him 
with the dangerous conſequences that would 


attend ſuch an action, and that if he did not 


conſult ſome means how to reſtrain the furious 
behaviour of the ſoldiers upon the fathers, he 


would effectually loſe them, by whoſe aſſiſtance 
it would be glorious to hold the empire, and 


he would then only govern a deſart. 

Claudias no ſooner had received this intelli- 
gence, but he curbed the inſolence of the ſol- 
diers, and received the ſenators within his 
camp, and having given them an handſome and 


be his inclinftion to deal treacheronſly by 
them, who had unanimonfly ſworn to him; 
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civil admittance, and ſpoke to them in a plea. 
ſing manner, he went out in company with them. 
in order to offer up ſacrifices, by way of thank£. 
giving, for the empite. He then gave Agrippa 
the whole kingdom of his grandfather, addin 
beſides, Trachonitis and Auranitis, which At. 
guſtus had given to Herod, and further annexin 
to his poſſeſſions another kingdom, which went 
by the name of the kingdom of Lyſanias. He 
beſtowed upon the people a donative by an 
edict, and gave orders for the ſenate to have 
the donation engraved on tables of braſs, and 
laid up in the capitol. Add to this, he veſted 
Herod his brother, who, by marrying Berenice 
was alſo his nephew, in the kingdom of Cha). 
CIS. 15 58 | 
_Agrippa in a ſhort time became exceeding 
rich, from fo great a kingdom as he was now 
maſter of; and the money he procured was 
uſed to noble ends, and grand undertakings ; 
for he began to ſurround Hiero/olyma with ſo 
vaſt a wall, that, had it been finiſhed, the Ro- 
mans could never have taken it. But he died 


at Cæſarea, before he had brought the building 


to 1ts propoſed height, having reigned three 
years, and governed the other tetrarchates three 
years before, He left three daughters by his 
wite Cypris, namely, Berenice, Mariamne, and 
Drujilia, and a ſon by the ſame woman, who 
was called Agrippa, who being an infant, Cla- 
dins reduced the kingdoms again into a pro- 
vince, and ſent Cuſpius Fadus as procurator, 
and after him Tiberius Alexander, who, making 
no alteration in the laws or cuſtoms of the coun- 
try, govern'd the nation in peace. Herod, who 
reigned inChalcis, died after theſe tranſactions, 
leaving two ſons, namely, Berenicianus and 
Hrcanus, whom he had by his brother's 
daughter Berenice, and Ariſtobulus, by his for- 
mer wife Mariamne. He had another brother 
named Afriſtobulus, who died a private perſon, 


and left a daughter, named Forapa. Theſe 


were the ſons (as we have taken notice above) 
of Ariſtobulus, the fon of Herod. And Herod 
had Mariamne, Mriſtobulus, and Alexander, 
whom their father put to death. But the poſte - 
rity of Alexander reigned in the greater Armenia. 

For it may be ſeen, that this phraſe is taken 
in ſo large a latitude, that it can by no means 
be applied to overwhelm the controverſy abou: 
Cefar's age. 


CH AE MIT. 


Several Tumults under Cumanus, which are appeaſed by Quadratus, Felix Proct- 
rator of Judea, Agrippa changes Chalcis for a larger Kingdom. 


A FTER Herod's death, who was king of 

k Chalcis, Claudius veſted Agrippa, the 
{on of Agrippa, in his uncle's kingdom; and 
Cumanus received the government of the other 


province after Alexander, under whoſe admini- 


ſtration a violent commotion broke out, and the 
cus began to bring about a change. The 


cauſe began thus: A great multitude of peo- 
ple being aſſembled at Hiero/o/yma to celebrate 
the feaſt of tabernacles, and a company of 


Roman ſoldiexg ſtanding above the portico of 
the temple, (for on holy days it was Send 
to place a guard there, to hinder the people 
that were aſſembled from creating any diſtur- 
bances) a certain ſoldier pulled aſide his clothes 
and ſhamefully bending his body . b 
ſhewed his backſide. to the Fews, and t - 
ſpoke in' a derifionary way, agreeably — nch 
figure and poſture in which he ſtood. 

attronr throughly nettling all the cee 


petitioned Cumanus to have the fellow puuiſh- 
ed. They who were of younger blood, raſh 
and haſty, and of a more turbulent diſpoſition, 
roſe up in arms, and ſnatching ſtones up in.their 


hands, they threw them at the ſoldiers, C- | 


anus fearing the whole multitude might fol- 
low the example, ordered a large number of 
armed men to be ſent for, who throwing them- 
ſelves into the portico's, the Jews were over- 
whelmed with ſo vehement a fear, that they 
haſtily fled out of the temple, and withdrew 
into the city. But fo violent and fo great 
thruſting was at the gates of the temple, that 
above ten thouſand perſons, in the throng, and 
ſqueezing together, were put to death; ſo that 
the ſolemn day became a day of mourning to 
the whole nation, and every family had occa- 
ſion enough to lament it. 

This deſtruction was followed by another 
commotion, whoſe riſe was owing to a band of 
robbers, who happening to fall upon one He- 
phanus, a ſervant of Ce/ar's, as he was travel- 
ling in the publick road leading to Bæt Huron, 
robbed him of all the baggage he had with him. 
Cumanus hereupon ſent parties of ſoldiers every 
where about, with orders to bring bound to 
him the inhabitants of the neighbouring villa- 
ges, whom he charged with not having follow- 
ed after the robbers, and apprehended them. 
One of the ſoldiers preſuming on this liberty 
too far, having found the ſacred laws in a cer- 
tain village, both tore the book to pieces, and 
threw it into the fire. The Fews, as though 
all their country had been demoliſhed by fire, 
were extremely confounded; and, actuated by 
a motive of religion, as if by ſome organ, with 
one loud voice they went to C:1manus at Cæſa- 
rea, petitioning, that the ſoldier, who had of- 
fered ſuch an heinous diſhonour againſt God 
and his laws, might not go unpuniſhed. Cu- 
mans, to gratify them, (as he ſaw that the 
multitude, unleſs ſome redreſs was given them, 
would not remain quiet) demanded the ſoldier 
to be brought before him, and then commanded 
him to be dragged to condign puniſhment 
through the midſt of his accuſers. 

A ſecond conteſt now aroſe between the Ga- 
lileans and Samaritans. It fell out, as a great 
number of eus were come up to celebrate a 
ſolemnity, that a certain Galileau was killed in 
a village called Gema, which ſtands in the great 
plain of Samaria. Several, hereupon, ran out 
of Galilee, as if their deſign had been to fight 
with the Samaritans; but the better ſort a- 
mong them went to Cumanus, and petitioned 
him, that, before the danger grew to any head, 
he would craſs over into Galilee, and punith 
thoſe who had been the authors of the murther, 
for that there was no other way, before the 
multitude came to arms, to diſperſe them. 
But Cumanus, ſetting aſide their petition to the 
buſineſs then upon his hands, diſmiſſed them 
without granting their ſuit. 2 

But when the report of what had happened 
to the {lain perſons reached Hiero/o!yma, the 
multitude were put into a ſtrange perturbation 
ot mind, and without performing the ſolemniry 
throughout, haſtened into Samaria, without 
any perſon to conduct them, or any commands 
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bune, to fail ro Rome, to give Claudius an ac- 


\ 
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of the magiſtrates, who would have reſtrained 
them. They grounded the robbeties and de- 
predatio s they committed, and the commotions 
they raiſed, on Eleazar, the ſon of Dimæus, 
and on Alexander, who, having made inroads 
upon the frontiers of the toparchy of Acraba- 
teno, put every one to death, without any di- 
ſtinction of age, and laid their towns in aſhes. 

Cumanus, taking up one company of horſe, 
which was called the Sbaſtens, haſtened to re- 
lieve thoſe who had been ſufferers from their 
depredations, and ſeveral of rhoſe who had 
followed Eleazar, he took priſoners, but put 
a great number to death. Bur the chief men 
among the Hieroſolymites ſtealing privately out 
of the city to the reſt of the multitude, who 
were making ready to fight the Samaritans, 
appeared betore them cloathed in ſackcloth, 
and their heads covered with aſhes, and beg- 
ged to retire, and not, by going to revenge 
themſelves on the Samaritans ſtir up the Ro- 
mans in Hieroſolyma, but pity their country 
and temple, their wives and children, and nor 
bring all of them, in going to revenge the 
murther of one man, into imminent danger of 
their lives. Theſe remonſtrances prevailed up- 
on the Fews, and they diſperſed themſelves ; 
notwithſtanding, many committed robberies up 
and down, thinking not to be puniſhed for 
them; and all the country was full of nothing 
bur ſpoil and depredation, and every one be- 
coming by degrees more preſumptuous, added 
ro the diſturbance, Hereupon the principal 
Samaritans went in a body to Tyre, to Numi- 
dins Oliadratus, then governor of Syria, re- 
quiring thoſe to be brought to a deſerved pu- 
niſhment who had committed their depredations 
over the country, Being come before the go- 


vernor, the principal Jews, and Jonathan the 


high prieſt, the ſon of Auanus, alledged, that 
the Samaritans, who had committed the mur- 
ther, had given riſe to the late diſturbances, 
and that Cumanus, who neglected to bring to 
puniſhment the authors of the murther, had 
been the real cauſe of thoſe things which had 
afterwards happened. | 

But Oaadratus put off both parties to ano- 
ther ſeaſon, telling them, that when he came 
into the places where the things had been com- 
mitted, he would diligently enquire inte every 
circumſtance. And afterwards going to Ce/a- 
rea, he crucified every ſoul of thoſe who had 
been taken priſoners by Cumanus. And then 
coming to Lydda, he heard again the complaints 


of the Samaritans, and having ſent for eighteen 


Fews, who had been reported to him to have 
been accomplices in the late skirmiſh, he cur 
off their heads, and ſent to Rome two of the 
moſt powerful among them, with Jonathan and 
Ananias the high-prieſts, and Ananus his ſon ; 
and ſome noble Fews, and illuſtrious Samaritans, 
he gave orders to Cumanus, and Celer the tri- 


count of their actions. And having thus or- 
dered things, he removed from Lydda to the 
city of Hicroſolhma, where, finding the people 
ſolemnizing the feaſt of unleavened bread in 
good order, he returned to Antioch, 


Cæſar 


FN | 
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Cæſar dun heard at Rome Cumanus and 

Beler [Agrippa | 

ed ſtrenuouſſy for the Jews, by reaſon Cuma- 
nus had ſeveral powerful men who appeared 


for him) condemned the Samaritans, and com- 


- manded three of their moſt powerful men to 
be put to death, and ordered Cumanus into ba- 


niſhment. And having decreed that Beler ſhould 


be ſent back in chains to Hieroſolyma, he order- 

ed him to be delivered up to the Jews to be 

- puniſhed; and after having been dragged about 
the city, to have his head cut off, _ 

Claudius, after this, ſent Felix, the brother 

of Pallas, to govern Fudea, Galilee, Samaria, 

and Perza ; but removed out of Chalcis Agrip- 


pa, to a larger kingdom, and gave him the te- 
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eing then preſent, who labour- 


ed the reins of the empire thirteen years, eight 
months, and twenty days, departed this life 
leaving Nero the ſucceſſor to his dominions, 
who had been adopted into the hereditary right 
of the empire, by the contrivance and artjul 
management of Agrippina, though he had a 
lawful ſon of his own, named Britannicus, b 

his former wife Meſſalina, and a daughter, cal. 
led Ofavia, which he had affianced to Vero. 


3 he had Avtonia by Petina, another 
wite. 


S 
Nero adds four Cities to Agrippa's Kingdom; the reſt of Judea under Felix. The 


Robbers, Magicians, and the Agyptian, the falſe Propbet; of the Diſturbances 
| they raiſed. 4 violent Contention between the Jews and Syrians about Cæſarea. 


THE madneſs ro which Nero's great for- 
tune and riches reduced him; the pride 
and arrogancy with which he uſed his authority; 
the manner how he put to death his brother, 
wife, and mother; the cruelty he afterwards 
exerciſed upon thoſe who were the neareſt rela- 
\ted to him by blood, and the extreme folly he. 
at length brought himſelf to, to become an ac- 
tor upon the ſtage; all theſe things being ſo 
well known, I will paſs them over in ſilence, 
and turn my diſcourſe to thoſe events which fell 
our to the eus in his reign. 
He veſted Ariftobulns, the ſon of Herod, in 
the lefler Armenia, to be king of it; but an- 
nexed to Agrippa's kingdom four cities, with 
their toparchies; namely, Abila and Fulias, in 
Peræa; Tarichee and Tiberias in Galilee, making 
Felix governor of the reſt of Fudea. This 
Felix took Eleazar, who for twenty years had 
committed his depredations over all the country, 
and ſeveral who accompanied him in his rob- 
beries, priſoners alive, and ſent them to Rome; 
and the number of robbers he crucified, and 
the others he put to death, whom he found to 
be aſſociates in the ſame methods of life, was 
very large. „ 
The country being thus cleanſed, another 
| fort of robbers ſprung up, who were called Su- 
arii, men who knock'd people on the head in 
the middle of the city in the day time: They 
chiefly mixed among crowds of people on ſo- 
lemn days, hiding a kind of daggers, called 
Sicæ, under their cloaths, wherewith they ſtab- 
bed their enemies : And when they happened 
to fall down with their wounds, they who com- 
mitted the murther would pretend a kind of re- 
ſentment with the ſtanders-by. By this means 
they concealed themſelves a long time from the 
puniſhment of thoſe who ſuſpected no baſe de- 
ſign in them. Jonathan, the high-prieſt, fell 
the firſt ſacrifice to their treacherous barbarity, 
and then a great many daily ſuffer'd from them; 
ſo that rhe fear which poſſeſſec the people was 
worſe than death itſelf, while every one, as 


though they had been placed in the foremoſt 
rank of battle, believed death every moment 
was ready to cruſh them. They diligently en- 


deavoured to ward againſt their enemies, and 


could not have the heart to put any confidence 
in their friends who approached them; but in 


the midſt of their ſuſpicions and foreſight, were 


put to death; ſo ſudden were the attempts, 
and ſo concealed the artifices of theſe traitors. 
But beſides this ſort of men, another ſer of 
wretches appeared, whoſe hands were indeed 
free from murther, but whoſe councels were 
artended with more deviliſh conſequences, and 
who, no leſs than the Sicarii, went about to 


deſtroy the peace of the city: For being a 


band of men trained up in deluſions, and full 
of deceit, who pretended to divine impulſe, 
and were deſirous at any rate to bring about a 


gn: 4 they by their ſtratagems and artifices 


{o infatuated the, commoner ſort of people, that 


they enticed them out into the defart, as tho 


God was there, to ſhew them a token of their 
liberty. Felix, who judged ſuch a mob might 
riſe up into an inſurrection, ſent a body of foot 
and horſes againſt them, and flew a great num- 
ber of them. | 

But the greateſt evil that fell upon the Fes 
was owing to an Agyptian, a falſe prophet : 


For entering the country, with the appearance 


of a knowing perſon, and procuring ro himfel 
to be thought and efteemed a prophet, he, by 
his impoſtures and deceptions, got together 2 
matte: of thirty thouſand perſons, and having, 
enticed them out of the deſart to the mount ot 
Olives, he reſolved to make an irruption from 
thence into the city of Hiero/o/yma, and having 
once overcome the Roman garriſon and the c 
tizens, to ſeize upon the government, throu 
the dependance he had in his followers, who 
were to break into the city with him. But 
Felix prevented his aim, by marching ag® 
him with his Roman ſoldiers ; and all the 22 
ple, for the defence of their country, * 
Romans great aſſiſtance. The encounter eing 
begun, 
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trarchate which had been Philip's. This in- 
cluded Trac honitis, Batanea, and Gaulanitis; 
beſides, he added to his dominions the king- 


dom of Lyxmias, and the province which Varus 
had governed. Gaudius, after he had govern- 


* 
. 
WU 
4 
3 
5 
* 
5 
Y 


Book II. 
the AZexptian; with a few about him, 
pre but — number, who had follow- 
ed him, were partly ſlain, and partly taken 
riſoners; but the reſt of the multirude diſ- 
tſing throughout the country, every one con- 
fulted their fafety by hiding themſelves. | 
But when theſe: commotions were appeaſed, 
another part (as is ufual in a ſick and crazy 
body) burſt out into a furious heat For the 
impoſtors and robbers mixing together, forced 
a great number to revolt, and adviſed others 
to endeavour at regaining their liberty, threat- 
ening death to thoſe who continued to pay 
obedience. to the government of the Romans; 
and ſaying, that thoſe, who were for ſuſtaining 
a voluntary ſlavery, ſhould be forced to their 
liberty. For diſperſing themſelves in compa- 
nies throughout the country, they ranſacked 
the houſes of the great, put the owners to 
death, and burnt the towns they entered; ſo 
that all Judæa came to be infected with their 
violent and barbarous depredations. And this 
civil diſcord grew daily. EE | 
Another tumult aroſe about Cæſarea, occa- 
ſioned by a ſedition between rhe Syrians and 
Jews, who indifferently inhabited in this city. 
For the latter pretended that it was their city; 
and that its founder was a Few. This was 
king Herod. The Syrians did not deny but 


wh 


a Greek city; for that he who had given it to the 


to a controverſy between them, and while the 


UT Fus having received from him the 
quality of procurator, was very diligent 
atter thoſe who gave the country any diſturb- 


ed a great many of the robbers, and ordered 
ſeveral of them to be put to death; but his 
ſucceſſor, Albinus, did not manage his autho- 
rity after the ſame prudent and wiſe way: For 
there was no ſort. of miſchievous practices then 
on foot, which he did not connive at and paſs 
During his government, he not only made 

uſe of ſcandalous methods, ſuch as pelf, to 
augment his income, but ſtripp*d every one of 


nation with intolerable taxes, and ſet ar liberty 


beries by the decurions of cities, or his prede- 
ceſſors procurators, taking a ſum of mone 

from their relations, and only was left in 
goal as a felon, who could contribute nothing 
tor his enlargement. And much about the ſame 
time thoſe, who ſought every opportunity to 


iſtract affairs, grew intolerably audacious at 
Hieroſolyma, 155 ! 


procured the favour of Albinus, by their mo- 


7 lit neuter while they puſhed on their 


that a Jew had built it, and inſiſted that it was 


Jews, would not ſuffer either ſtatues or temples 
to be built in it. Iheſe things gave ground 


debate was carrying on between them, they 


ance. In conſequence of this, he apprehend- 


their goods and eſtates: e loaded the whole 


thoſe who had been confined in priſon for rob- 


the more wealthy part of whom 
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came to open arms. The partizans of bot 
ſides grew daily more preſuming in their höſti- 
lities; nor could all the endeavours of the 
graver Fews prove ſufficient to ſtop rhe inſo- 
lence of the ſeditious : For the Greeks thought 
it diſhonourable to yield, and the Fews enter- 
rained the ſame ſentiments on their fide. Th 
latter had the ſuperiority in wealth, and ftrengt! 
of body. but the Greeks overpowered them by 
the help of the garriſon ' and other (ſoldiers : 
For the better part of the Roman army were 
drawn out of Syria, and in a readineſs and pre- 
paration, as though they had been unired by , 
blood to give them their aſſiſtance, and defend 
them. However, the officers of the army were 
very careful, and whipped and impriſoned the 
more audacious of both ſides, as they fell into 
their hands; but the puniſhments they inflicted 
on thoſe they apprehended, could neither put 
a ſtop to the inſolence of the reſt, or ſtrike a 
terror into them; but they became the more 
exaſperated, and carried the ſoldiers to more 
violent lengths. And when Felix, perceiving 
the Jews had the ſupetiority in one of their 
encounters, he ſtepped out into the former, and 
uſing ſeveral threats and menaces, commanded, 
every man to withdraw to his houſe. They 
refuſed to hearken to him, which made him 
ſend his ſoldiers among them, whereupon no 
ſmall number loſt their lives; and, to add to 
the - misfortune, their goods were plundered. 
But the ſedit ion being ſtill kept up, Felix ſent 
to Nero ſome of the principal men of both 
parties, to try their right. 


r 


Felix is ſucceeded by F eſtus, and he by Albinus, and he by Florus, wk fe Oates, 
force the Jews to defend themſelves. 


ill-deſigning ſchemes; and thoſe among the 

people who were turbulent and nettled, joined 

them, who had a communication with Abinus. 

Every one thus ſurrounded with his own band 
of baſe creatures, Albinus, as the atch-robber, 
or tyrant, appeared more conſpicuous than the 
reſt, and uſed his guards inſolently to ftrip 

thoſe who offered to moderate mattets : This 
made thoſe who were ſufferers, when they had 
reaſon to ſhew their reſentment, to hold their 
tongues; and they who had ſuftained no da- 
mage, fearing to be expoſed to the like incon- 
veniences, ſtrove to cajole and flatter them, 
who had committed actions that were worthy 
of death. In fine, all liberty of ſpeaking was 

taken away, and they were governed by ſo many 
tyrants: And the ſeeds of ſuch mistortunes 

were at this time laid, as afterwards ſprung up 

to the entire deſtruction of the city. 

Albinus, demonſtrating himſelf in this man- 
ner, was ſucceeded by Geνα,f, Florus, to make 
it appear that he was the better of two, if a 
compariſon ſhould be made. Albinus, indeed, 
was ſuperior in the actions he committed, thro' 
privacy, and a grand diſſimulation; Geſſius, on 
the other hand, gloried and triumphed in the 

7 injuries 
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injuries he did our nation; and, as if he had 
been the hangman, ſent to puniſh the condemnr 
ed, no method of extortion, no way of rapine, 
or violence, eſcaped him. For when be ought 
to have ſhe wn pity, he was then the moſt cru- 


7 
el, and in baſe ion the moſt ſhameleſs man 
in the world: Nor was there ever a perſon that 
ſo diſguiſed the truth, or had ſo many ways 01 
artifice, or knew more methods how to decelve. 


It was equal to him of whom he made his ad- 
vantage, ſo his gain was in the acquiſition; he 
plundered entire cities, and was the ruin to 
multitudes of people, and ordered proclama- 


tion to be made throaghout the country, that 


robbing ſhould be free to all, provided he had 


part of the plunder. In conſequence of which 
avaricious temper, it came to paſs, that almoſt 
all the toparchies were reduced to beggary, 
and numbers were obliged to leave their native 
ſeats, and withdraw into other provinces. 
And as long as Ceſtius Gallius continued in 
the government of Syria, no one durſt ſend 
an embaſſy to him againſt Florus; and on his 


coming to Hieroſolyma at the feaſt of unleavon- 


ed bread, the people, to the number of three 
hundred thouſand, flocked about him, begging 
him to take compaſſion on the misfortunes of 
their nation, and ſhouting aloud that Florus was 
the bane and deſtruction of their country; but 
though he was preſent, and ſtood near ( ſtius, 
he only laughed at them. When Ceſtius had 
appeaſed the tumult, and told that Florus 
would uſe them with greatet moderation for the 


future, he returned to Antioch, Florus con- 


ducted him on the road, as far as Cæſarea, and 
ſigned to him, that to maintain a war againſt 
the nation, would be the only means to conceal 


from ſearching eyes the iniquitous ſteps he had 


taken, For while there was peace, he every 
moment expected to find ſome of the Jes 
accuſing him to Cæſar; but if he could once 
bring it about, ſo as to force them to a revolt, 
he ſhould draw them from taxing him with 
trifles, to a greater evil on their fide. And in 
conſequence of this conſultation and advice, 


he endeavoured, by the calamities which every 


day he brought upon the Fews, to make them 
renounce their obedience-to the Romans. 


About the ſame time the Cæſarean Greeks, 


having obtained a definitive ſentence abour the 
government of the city from Nero, they brought 
with them a letter concerning it; and from 
this very affair commenced. the Fewiſh war, in 
the twelfth year of NVero's government, and the 
ſeventeenth year of king Agrippa, in the month 


of Artemiſtus But the magnitude of the miſ- 


fortunes that were the conſequences of it, are 
not to be compared to the trifling cauſes that 
gave birth to them. The Fews of Cæſarea 


had a ſynagogue near a place which a Greek: 


who inhabited Cæſarea poſſeſſed by right of au- 
thority ; the Fews had gone ſeveral ways in or- 
der to procure poſſeſſion of it, offering abun- 
dantly more money for the purchaſe, than it 
really was worth. The Greek, as though he 


deſpiſed their ſolicitations, and had had a mind 
to abuſe them, erected buildings all over the 


place, which he turned into ſhops, and left the 
Jews a very narrow and difficult gateway to 
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their ſynogogue. Upon this, the younger 
of people, with an ill- concerted e 
out and offered violence to the builders. Fig. 
rus, offering to reſtrain their violence, the 
more powerful Fews, among whem was 7055 
the publican, being ignorant of what was doing 
endeavoured, with a preſent of eight talentz 
they made Fiorus, to perſuade him to make the 
builders leave off their work. Horus, that he 
might make his advantage, promiſed" that h 
would do every thing they deſired, and having 
received the money, he preſently departed 
from Cæſarea, and went to Gebaſße, leaving the 
ſeditious in full power to act juſt as they plea. 
ſed, as if he had ſold to the Ferws the liberty 
of fighting. ood foot ene e 
The next day, being the ſeventh, when the 
Fews were aſſembled in their ſynagogue, a cer. 
tain ſeditious Cz/arean took an earthen veſſel. 
which he turned upſide down, and then placing 
it in the paſſage leading to the ſynagogue, he 
flew birds upon it. A thing which extremely 
vexed the eus, as if their law had been ridi- 
culed, and the place impiouſly contaminated. 
But the more prudent and moderate part of 
the eus judged it the moſt expedient to haye 
recourſe. again to the judges; but the ſeditious, 
on the contrary, who were carried away with 
an impetuoſity, and too young to conſult their 
real intereſt, ran and took up arms. To re- 
ceive them, certain turbulent perſons among 
the Cſareans were in readineſs,” (for the fellow 
who had {lain the birds had been purpoſely ſent 
before) whereupon they immediately came to 
open blows; but Fucundus, who was appointed 
matter of the horſe, coming to appeaſe the tu- 
mult, and ordered the veſſel to be brought 


him, and then ſer about to terminate the diffe- 
rences; but the violence of the Cæſareans pro- 


ving too much for him, he was foiled; where- 


upon the Jews having got the books of Moy/ts, 


inftantly withdrew into Habata, a certain couu- 
try of theirs ſo called, and about threeſcote 
furlongs from Ceſarea, Hereupon John, with 
twelve of the principal Fews, went to lotus 
at Sebaſte, and complained heavily of ths 
things that had happened, and reminding hin 
of the eight talents, they begged that he would 
aſſiſt them. But Florus charging them with 
carrying the books of their laws from Cæſarta, 


commanded them to be apprehended and im- 


priſoned. e 1 29YÞ | 
The Hieroſolymites were nettled at this a- 
front, notwithſtanding which, they prudently 
concealed their reſentment : Florus, in the 
mean time, ſent perſons to the ſacred trealure 
to take thence ſeventeen taleuts, under a pe. 
rence that Ceſar had occaſion for them; by 
which means he kindled a war, as if he ha 
induſtriouſly deſigned it. Upon this the e 
ple were preſentiy full of the gteateſt geo 
lion; and aſſembling in numerous 'chrangs'® 
the temple, they called upon the name oi * 
/ar in loud acclamations, and in fervenr-app 
cations, begged to be delivered from che 5 
ranny of Florus; and ſome of the ye 
were very loud in caſting rheir .repron-.” | 
him, and carried abour'a box to beg chart / all 
him, as if he had been poor, and w— 


+ 4 
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* 

— 
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theſe affronts were nothing to divert his avari- 
cious mind from purſuing us covetous mea- 
ſures, but the more he was excited to make 
his gain and plunder. Laſtly, when he ſhould 
have gone to Cæſarea, and extinguiſh the fury 
of the war that had ariſen, and removed the 
cauſes that had given birth to the commotions, 
for which he had received a reward, he, on the 
quite contrary, marched to Hieriſolhma with a 
body of foot and horſe, in order to act as he 
pleaſed with the Roman arms, and ſtrike terror 
and menaces into the city. 
But the people deſiring to remove his furious 
deſigns before he came, met his ſoldiers with 


loud acclamations, and ſeemed prepared to re- 


ceive Florus wirh more extraordinary marks of 
duty. But he ſent before him Capito the cen- 
turion, with fifty horſe, with orders to bid 
them depart, and not then pretend to court 
his friendſhip, whom they had ſo lately vilely 
reproached: That they ought, if they were 
brave and valiant men, declare their ſcurrilous 
language before him then, and ſhew that they 
were ready, both with words and weapons, to 
vindicate their liberty. Theſe words frighten- 
ing the multitude, and the forces that were 
with Capito ruſhing among the midſt of them, 
they diſpers'd themſelves, before they had even 
ſo much as complimented Florus, or maniteſted 
their loyalty to his men. In ſhort, every one 
withdrew to their houſes for that night, which 
they ſpent in fear and humiliation. | | 
Florus lodged in the palace that night, and 
the next day having ordered his tribunal to be 
fixed up before it, he ſeated: himſelf in it, 
whereupon the prieſts, and all other perſons of 
chief authority and dignity, came and ſtood by 
him: Whereupon he commanded them to ſur- 
render into his hands thoſe who had abuſed 
him, telling them that he would revenge him- 
felt upon them, provided they refuſed to pro- 
duce them. In anſwer to this, they affirmed, 
that the people were deſirous to live in peace 
and quiet, and deſired that he would pardon 
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thoſe who had-raſhly: betrayed: their weakneſs 
in their tongues. For, in ſo great a multitude, 
it was a circumſtance not to be wondered at, 
that ſome were found of a temper more pre- 
ſuming, and inconſiderate, by reaſon of their 
youth, and that it was next to an impoſſibility 
to ſeparate thoſe. who had ttanſgreſſed from 
the reſt, when every one · were ſorry for what 
was paſt,” and, through fear, were teady to 
deny, if charged. That, notwithſtand ing it 
was his province to take care of the ſafety ot 
the nation, and preſerve it in peace, and ap- 
point Roman to protect the city; and that it 
was a greater action to pardon a few who had 
ſhewn themſelves out of the way for the ſake 
of many that were innocent, than for the ſake 
of ſome diſturbers, to breed diſſentions in ſo 
great a multitude of good men. ane 


* 
, * 


Florus hearing this, was but the more en- 
raged, and, calling aloud to his ſoldiers, he 
bade them go and ſack the place which was 
called the higher market, and put to death 
every one they met. They, when they had 
thus the orders of their governor to be inſtru- 


ments to his covetouſneſs, not only ranſacked 


the place they were let looſe into, but ruſhed 
into every one's houſes, and killed the inhabi- 
tants they found therein. Every one ſtrove to 
eſcape as well as they could; every one were 
{lain who were apprehended, and all ways of 
plunder and ſpoil were committed: Several of 
the more moderate were taken, and dragged 
to Florus, who firſt cruelly ſcourged them, and 
then took their lives away on a croſs. In- 
deed, all who were ſlain that day, accounting 
the women and children, (for the very infants 
were not ſpared) were numbered at three thou- 
ſand and ſix hundred. This new and unex- 
pected barbarity made the calamity ſo much 
the worſe, becauſe none had ever before at- 
tempted it, till Horus at this time, I mean to 
ſcourge men before his tribunal of equeſtrian 
order; whole original was Jetoiſb, but the 
dignity Roman. I | 


I Berenice's Solicitations are ineſfectual to make Florus ſpare the Jews. How Florus 
| kindled a-freſh the Sedition after it had been extinguiſhed. 


My \ BOUT the ſame time king Agrippa took 
= ex, 


8 2 enn that province. His ſiſter Berenice, 
is was at Hieroſolyma, and a ſpectator of the 


a Journey to Alexandria, to congratulate 
nder on his being ſent by Nero to Agypr 


aſe proceedings of the Roman ſoldiers, was 
extremely troubled, and often ſent the officers 
her brother's men, and ſome of her body 

to Florus, with intreaties to refrain 
rom his hoſtile proceedings. But neither the 
dial nude of the ſlain, nor the high birth of 
0 perſon that importuned him, had any in- 
ang upon him, his eye being turned only 
105 „ waking his own gain; and his fury at 
%, went ſo far, that he let his ſoldiers 

- upon the queen; | whereupon they miſe- 


rably ſcourged and ſlew every one they met 


- 


and apprehended, and had certainly ſlain her, 
had ſhe not eſcaped firſt into the palace; where, 
tearing the ſoldiers might break in upon her, 
ſhe kept a guard over her that night : For ſhe 
reſided at Hieroſolyma with no other view than 
to pay her vows to God. For it is a cuſtom 
ſor thoſe who are indiſpoſed, or any way ex- 
poſed to any misfortunes, to devote thirty days 
to prayer, before they are allowed to ſacrifice, 
to abſtain from wine, and ſhave their hair ; all 
which things, while Be#en:ce was performing, 
and ſupplicating Florus bate-footed before his 
tribunal; yet, beſides the irreverence that was 
paid her, her life was expoſed to imminent dan- 
er. Rin. 5 LOGGER, 04 195% 35-98 | ü 

Theſe occurrences fell out on the ſixth day 
of the month Artemiſius. The day following 
the 
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the people aſſembled in throngs in the higher 
market- place, and loudly lamented the perſons 
that had been ſlain; but chiefly their exclama- 
tions were made to rouze up a general hatred 


againſt Horus, which the better | ſort appre- 


hending, went with the prieſts with rent gar- 
ments, and falling proſtrate at their feet, pray- 
ed them to preſerve peace, and not enrage 
Florus to involye them in a worſe. calamity 
than that which they had already ſuſtained. 
The multitude preſently gave way, through 
reſpect to the perſons of thoſe who petitioned 
them, and through the hopes they had that 


Florus would no longer expoſe them to the 


like injurious treatment. en 3 

Florus finding. the tumult appeaſed, was 
ſome what troubled at it, and deſiring to bring 
things into the ſame uneaſy ſituation as before, 
he ſent lor the prieſts and ſome of the better 


ſort, and. told them, that the only argument 


to prove that the people would no more at- 
tempt to embroil affairs, would be their going 


out of the city td meet the ſoldiers who were 


marching to it, for two cohorts were coming. 


And while they were aſſembling the multitude, 
he, ſending ſome before, gave notice to the 
centurions of the cohorts, to acquaint their 
men, not to ſhow the leaſt kindneſs to the 
Jeu, and if they happened to ſpeak any thing 
againſt him, to fall upon them with their arms. 
The prieſts, when they had aſſembled the peo- 
ple in the temple, exhorted them to go out 


and meet the Romans, and, before they expo- 


ſed themſelves to worſe misfortunes, receive 
the cohorts with marks of friendſhip. But the 
ſeditious rejected the advice, and refuſed to go, 
and the ſlaughter of their brethren prompted 


them on to ſomething of a more daring nature. 
Upon this, all the prieſts and ſervants of God 


brought out the ſacred veſſels, and dreſſed 
themſelves in the ſeveral habits they generally 
wore when 1n the performance of their ſeveral 
functions, and in company with the muſicians 
and choiriſters, threw themſelves proſtrate, with 
their inſtruments in their hands, at the ſeet of 
the multirude, and implored them that the 

would preſerve and defend all the ſacred orna- 
ments they ſaw, and not enrage the Romans ſo 
far as to cauſe them to rob God of his holy 
veſſels. Now was to be ſeen the prieſts with 


their heads all beſmeared with aſhes, their 


breaſts bare, and their garments rent; and ear- 
neſtly begging the ſeveral noblemen by name, 
and the multitude, not to betray for ſo ſmall a 


fault their country into the hands of thoſe who 


wanted to ravage it. What advantage will the 
« ſoldiers gain from the Jeus complimenting 
< them, or how will ſatisfaction be made to the 
: for what has happened, if they now re- 
uſe to go out and meet them? But if they 
went out in proceſſion, and complimented 
them as cuſtom required, they would be a 
means of removing from Florus all occaſion 
of war, and they be at liberty to preſerve 
their country, and not be expoſed to any 
more misfortunes. Beſides, that it argued 
the greateſt folly and madneſs, to join a few 
ſeditions, when it was their buſineſs, ſince 
they were ſo great a multitude, to compel 
geen to come into the ſame ſentiments with 
them.“ | 
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-Humouring the muſtirade” with words Abe 


theſe, whar by menaces, and what by the ache 


of their perſons, they cooled the inconſidetate 


raſhneſs of ſome. of the ſeditious; then leading 
them in a quiet and compoſed manner; they 


went to meet the Romans, and coming neit 
them, they complimented” them. But the fol- 
diers returning no anſwer, they began to in. 
veigh loudly againſt Florus. This was the 


very watch word that was given againſt them. 
In conſequence hereof, as ſoon as the Romy 
ſoldiers had inveſted them, they beat them 


with their clubs, and the horſemen mi ſerabl 
trod upon thoſe who fled, as they purſ ned them. 


Neither were the Romans the perſons Who fa. 
ved themſelves in this encounter, for ſeveral 
of them vere made ſacrifices upon the ſpot 
but a greater number periſhed by the hands of 
one another, for there was a prodigious ſqueez. 
ing in the very gates: And every one ſtriving 
to get before, all were extremely hindered in 
making their eſcape, and thoſe who fell found 
a very melancholy death; for the vaſt multi- 
rude of people preſſing furiouſſy forward, they 
were ſuffocated and choaked to death in the 
throng, and the relations of thoſe who were 
ſlain, could nor diftinguith the dead ſo as to 


have them buried. Ar the ſame time the ſol- 
diers puſhed furiouſly forward, putting birba- 
rouſly to death thoſe whom they 


took, and 
then drove the multitude through the higher 
Beet ha, ſtriving by main force to paſs through, 
and ſeize upon the temple and Antonia. Ard 
Florus, to gain theſe poſts, led the forces he 
had with him out of the royal palace, and ſtrore 
by main force to get into the caſtle, but he was 
diſappointed of his aim; for the people ma- 
king a ſudden attack upon them, ſtopped their 


violence, and they who were of their party, 


and had poſted themſelves upon the tops of 
houſes, poured down upon the Romans whole 
ſhowers of ſtones. The Romnns finding them- 
ſelves thus galled with the darts that ſhowered 
upon them from above, and having not ſufficient 
force to break through the multitude that 
blocked up the narrower ways, they withdrew 
to the army that remained 1n the palace. 

The ſeditious apprehending left Horus might 
come upon them again, and ſeize the temple, 
by having Antonia in his hands, made a ſudden 
aſcent, and cur down the portico's that adjoit- 
ed the temple towards Antonia; an action which 
cooled the covetous temper of Florys., For 
itching to be at the ſacted treaſures of God, 
and on that account wanting to get into Anton's, 
when he ſaw the demolition of the portico % 
he dropped his defign: And having aſſemb! | 
the prieſts and the ſenate, he told them chat 
he would leave the city, but give them 4 Par- 
riſon, as they themſelves would deſire. Here- 
upon, they aſſuring him that they would 5 
ſue every method tb ſecure things, and no m 
embroil affairs, provided he left them but 1 
cohort, but not that which had lately diſtuf We 
the citizens, (becauſe the people con 1 0 C 
forget their animoſities for what they ha of 
rained from it) he, according to their 9 
changed the cohort, and returned to G 
with the remainder of his ampyp: 
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Ceſtius ſends Neupolltatus the tribune to look into the Jewith 4 airt, Agrip 


to tbe Jews, o 


LO RUS purſuing another ſcheme to fo- 
merit the 13 = ok and ſent a letter to 
Ceftius, wherein he falſely charged the Frws 
with a deſection, laying the late "ſtruggle at 
their door, and acquainting him that they had 
been guilty of the vety ſame things they had 
ſuffered. Notwithſtanding this, the principal 
men of Hieroſolyma continued open in their com- 
plaints, and they and Berenice wrote letters to 
(ius, wherein they explained the unjuſt acti- 
ons of Florus in a very pathetic manner.” When 
he had peruſed the letters each had ſent, he 
preſently deliberated with his officers what 
meaſures were proper to be taken. Some, here- 
upon were of opinion, that the beſt expedient 
was for Ceftitts to go up with his army, and ex- 
act puniſhment of the revolters, if there were 
any, or confirm thoſe 'Fews who ſtood for the 
Romans, in their obedience : But Ceſtius judged 
it better to ſend ſome one or other of his offi- 
cers before, to ſearch into things, and bring 
him faithful word back how the Jews ſtood af- 
fected. In conſequence hereof, Neapolitants, 
the tribune, was ſent, who, meeting near am- 
nia with king Agrippa, as he was returning 


from Alexandria, told him who had ſent him, 


and the occaſion of his meſſage. 
The prieſts of the Fews, the principal men, 

and the ſenate, came at the ſame time to con- 

gratulate the king upon his return. After the 


had performed the ceremonial part of their du- 


ty, they laid open, with tears in their eyes, 
their ſufterings, and made a miſerable relation 
of the barbarity of Florus. Agrippa ſeemitigly 
gave ſigns of great emotion at the felation, but 
willing to mortify their elated minds, and ba- 
niſn from their breaſts the thoughts of revenge, 
as if they had received no injury at all, he cun- 


ningly turned his reſentment 7 5 the Jews, 


whom he outwardly pitied. They who were 
of the better ſort, and in exchange for their 
late loſſes deſired . peace, very well knew in 
themſelves that the king's reproof was but the 
effect of his kindneſs and benevolence. The 
people, indeed, went out of Hieroſoljma three- 
ſcore furlongs, and with marks of exttaordi- 
nary reſpec: received Agrippa and Neapolit a- 
nus. The wives of thoſe who had been ſlain, 
running belore the reſt, made piteous complaints 
and lamentation: which moving the hearts of 
the multitude to a ſympathetic concetti, they 
prayed Agrippa to aſſiſt them, and loudly ſhout- 
ed to Neapolitanus what and how many the ſuf- 
ferings had been to which FJorus had expoſed 
them, and ſhowed them, upon entering the city, 
the deſolate and deſerted market- place, and the 
houſes that had been laid in ruins. Then the 
eta Neapolitatius, by Agrippa s 5 5 57 
ion, to take only one ſervant along with him, 
and ſurvey all the city as far as $//6e, to ſee if 
the Fews did not obey the Romans in all other 
eircumſtances, except Horus, who was the only 
54 | 
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diſſuadt them from undertaking the war againſt the Romans. 
4 cond aero rent, 5 ( e bs 


a in gie an +1 


one that kept their hatred alive, and that was 
owing to the greateſt barbarity with which he 


had üſed them. In conſequence hereof, having 
made 4 diligent and ſtrict fearch thtoughout 


the city, and meeting with the "cleareſt evi- 


dences ih the world that the temper of the 
zeople was iticlineable to peace and quietneſs, 
e went up into the temple, and there, having 
aſſembled the multitude, he made a copious 
Fee, wherein he praiſed their fidelity to the 
Romans, and ſtrenuouſſy exhorted them to per- 
ſevere in peace and concord: And then, having 
aid his veneration to the temple, as much as 


ecame him, he retutned to Ce. 3 


All the Fews now threw themſelves upon the 
protection of the king and prieſts, and begged 
for ambaſſadors to be ſent to Nero to accuſe 
Florus; and could not endure. to think that 


paſſing over in filence the great ſlaughter the 


ad ſuſtained, ſhould bring them under a ſuſpi- 


cion of having revolted : For it would look 
then as though they had been the firſt who had 
taken up arms, unleſs it was firſt made to ap- 
pear who had been the firſt perſon who had 


done ſo. And they plainly foreſaw that things | 


would continue in the ſame diſtracted condi- 
tion, if the embaſly met with interruption from 
any one: Beſides, Agrippa was of opinion, that, 


to chuſe out the perſons who ſhould accuſe 


Florus, would be argued as very invidious, and 
could eaſily foreſee, that to have the Jews ani- 
mated to maintain a war, was diametrically 
oppoſite to his intereſt, Whereiore having 
aſſembled the people into the us, and pla- 
ced his ſiſter Berenice in a conſpicuous part up- 
on the houſe of the Aſſamomeans, (which itood 


above the Mu’ towards the fartheſt part of 


the higher city, and a bridge joined the temple 
to the tus) he made the following oration : 


F I had known that all of you were reſolv- 
1 ed to maintain a war againſt the Romans, 
neither that the more ſound and ſincere part a- 
mong you was inclined to cultivate peace, and 
e I had never appeared thus 
zefore you, or preſumed to give you my advice; 
for all words are needleſs, and all language ſu- 
perfluous, to point out thoſe things which ought 
to be done; when all who hear me are with an 
unanimous conſent hurried away toobey precepts 
of worſe conſequence than mine. But becauſe 
ſome of you may be ſo young as not to know the 
misfortunes that war produces, fome of you may 
entertain raſh and ill- concerted hopes of liber- 
ty, and ſome of you may be deſirous of adding 
more to your preſent acquiſitions, and making 
advantage of the weaker fide, if things ſhoul 
come to be in confuſion : I have conſidered the 
means of inſtilling into ſuch perſons minds no- 
tions of better uſe, that may make them 
recant their reſolutions, and free themſelves 
from the dangers to which they expoſe themſelves 
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by following the pernicious adviſe of a few; be- tained, and not loſt it. The experience of (4. 


ing now, as you are all afſembled together,mind- very is a very great hardſhip, an 
ed to ea thoſe circumſtances to youWhich I. 70 l : 
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bake off the yoke is juſt and honourable; 


am perſuaded are for your common intereſt and but he who is once ſubdued, and after wards te- 


advantage. But let no. 


| | one cx laim age inſt me 
while Ian ſpedking; if he happens to eat any”. 
thing. that he cannot xeliſh Rot they; Who are 


reſolved upon a detection, are {till at liberty, for 
me, after my exhortation, to continue in the ſame 
ſentiments as before. Neither will my words 

wall any thing with thoſe who are deſirous to 
hear me,unleſs every one preſerve ſilence. I am 
ſenſible, indeed that many exaggerate the injuries 
they have recelved from ſeveral procurators,and, 
very much am plify and increaſe the commenda- 
tions of liberty. But before I enter into any ex- 
amination, who you are, and againſt whom you 
maintain a war, I will firſt of all lay open, and 
ſeparate onefrom another, the different pretences 
you urge for it: For if you go about to revenge 
your ſelves on thoſe who have injured you, to 
what end do you ſo much boaſt of your liberty? 
If you are of opinion that your ſlavery is not to 
be born with, then the complaints you bring a- 
gainſt your governors, are of no moment. For 

though they ſhould govern mildly, yet the notion 
of ſervitude will ſtill preſent terrible ideas. Con- 
ſider things ſeparately by themſelves, how ridi- 
culous is the reaſon for for.enting a war; but 
chiefly how tar thoſe things go which you lay at 
the door of the Roman procurators. It is your 
| buſineſs to gain the affections of thoſe in power by 

friendly offices, and not ftrive to vex and irritate 

them with words, For when you charge them 
with crimes of {iight conſequence, and wakes thoſe 
crimes of the moſt flagrant nature, you are all 
the time heaping the guilt upon your own heads, 
which you endeavour to lay upon others: So that 
the injuries they do you, will no longer be com- 

mitted in ſecrecy, but your loſſes will be open, 
and acted above board: For nothing ſo much mi- 
tigates and elleviates an hardſhip, as patiently 
to bear it, and ſubmiſſively to receive the injuries 
done one; for oft times ſhame and delay are im- 
pediments in the way of thoſe who do them. But 
let it be ſo indeed, that the Roman governors are 
ſo troubleſome as not to be born with; yet all the 
Romans do not injure you, nar Ce/ar, againſt 
whom you are going to undertake a war. There 
are no commands iflued. out by them, I appre- 
hend, to ſend any bad governor, nor is it pollble 
that they ſtould caſt their eyes from the welt to 
the eaſt: But neither is it an eaſy matter that 
what 1s tranſacted here ſhould immediately be 
known there, It is rediculous to pretend to fight 
with ſo many becauſe of one, with ſo great a peo- 
ple, becauſe of ſuch trifling reaſons, and with 
thoſe who no nothing of what we complain of. 
Beſides, a ſudden remedy will be applied to the 
crimes which we charge them with. Neither 
will the ſame governor always continue in his 
poſt, and probably others of a more gentle beha- 
viour may come and ſucceed him. When the war 
is once ſet on foot, it will be found no eaſy mat- 
ter to lay it aſide, nor will ſuch a prceeding be 
carried on or ſuſtained without loſſes or hardſhips. 


But now it is unſeaſonable to harbour ſentiments 


of liberty, when your buſineſs ſhould have been 
before now valiancly to have fought to have main- 


Eutrance intò th country, every meaſute ougbt 


Zhermopylæ and Platæa, and having ſuch a 


empire of the world; quietly ſuſtain their change, 


olts, is deemed. a more umacious flaye;than 


& lover of bat, Wer Pompey fel eee 


— 


then to have been took, that the Romans were 
not admitted; but our anceſtors, and their xi 
who had more money, larger bod ies, and bravex 
ſouls, than you, were not able to hold out again 
a ſmall portion of the Roman power. But you, 
who are accuſtomed to obey the Romans, ald ſ 
much inferior in every circumſtance to thoſe ho 
firſt ſubmitted to them, preſume to withſtand the 
whole Roman empire. 'The Athenians, who, to 
purchaſe the Grzcian liberty, laid their city in 
aſhes, who, when Xerxes,the.proudeſt man upon 
earth, ſailed through the land, and marched 
through the ſea, and whom the ocean could not 
confine, and led an army broader than Europe 
it ſelf; the Athenians, I ſay, purſued him as le 
fled in one ſhip, and broke to pieces that formi- 
dable power of Alia near the ſmall town of Gala- 
mis: They now are ſlaves to the Romans, and 
Italy impoſes laws upon, and governs that city, 
which was once the miſtreſs of all Greece. Al 
the Lacedemonians, after the famous battles of 


general as Ageſilaus, who penetrated throughout 
all Ala, now acquieſce. under the Romans as 
their maſters, The Macedonians too, gazing ſtill 
on the picture of Philip, and caſting their eyes 
with Alexander on him who promiſes them the 


and reverence thoſe to whom fortune hath allot- 
ted them. And there are innumerable other na- 
tions, who, puffed up with an elevate deſire of li- 
berty, yet ſubmit to the Romans. Lou are the 
only people who cannot vouchſaſe to obey them, 
who have juriſdiction over every thing, Upon 
what armies, or upon what arms is it that you de- 
pend? Where are your fleets to poſſeſs themſelves 
of the Roman ſeas? Where is the ſum of money 
ſufficient to defray the expence of ſo grand an un- 
dertaking? Do you ſuppoſe to maintain a wat 
againſt the Agyptians or the Arabians? Will 
not you conſider a little what a leviathan the 
empire of the Romans is? Will you not reſſed 
a moment or two on your own imbecility a 
weakneſs ? Have you not ſeveral times been col. 
quered and defeated by the nations that dwell 
round you? And yet their ſtrength hath remal” 
ed infuperable over all the world, more that 
which they have made acquiſitions. 'Lhe whole 
Euphrates, to the eaſt, the 1/her to the north, - 
and the ranſacking of Hy bia, as far as the defart 
to the ſouth, and the Gages to the welt, were not 
ſufficient to humour their ambition. But they 
carried their arms beyond the ocean to anothet 
world, and to the Britains, unknown to them be. 
fore. What then? Are you wealthier than ie 
Gauls? Are you more valiant than the ( 
mans? Are you more wiſe than the Gra 
Or are you more in number than the inhab bt, 
of the whole world? What confidence 6 
that prompts you againſt the Romans? Md 
be objected and ſaid, perhaps, that it 1540 a 
ſhip to be ſlaves; but how much more T7. | 
: | a 1 17 
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have the Grecians to complain of this hard- 
ſhip, who are more dignified than any other 
nation the ſun ſhines upon, and poſſeſs ſo large 
a. tract of land, now pay obedience to fix 
faſces of the Romans. The Macedonians too 
obey the ſame number, who have abundantly 
more reaſon on their ſides to puſh for their li- 
berty. W hat ſhould the five hundred cities of 
Aſßa do? Do not they, without any garriſon, 


give reverence to the faſces of conſuls? Wh 

ſhould 1 mention the Heniochiang; the Chol- 
chians, and the nation of the Tauri, the inha- 
bitians of Bo/pheras, the people of Pontus, and 
the nations of the Mæotis, who formerly did not 
acknowledge a maſter of them, are now kept 
within the bounds of their duty by three hun- 
dred ſoldiers; and four hundred long ſhips make 
that ſea ſecure and peaceful, which before was 
innavigable, and full of pirates. How much 
have the Bythinians, and Cappadoeians, and 
Pamphylians, Lycians, and Cilicians, to urge 
for regaining their liberty, and yer pay tribute 
without being compelled to it by. force of arms? 
Why ſhould I produce the example of the 
Thracians, who inhabit a region of five days 
journey in breadth, and ſeven days journey in 
length; a country much more inacceſſible, and 
better fortified, than yours is; and, by reaſon 
of its penetrating cold, unfit ro make an ex- 
pedition into, yet theſe Thracians live under 
the ſubje&ion of two thouſand Romans garri- 
ſoned among them? And the [Hyrians, their 
next neighbours, who inhabit a country reach- 
ing as far as Da/matia and the Iſther, are un- 
der the obedience of two legions only; by:whoſe 
authority the inroads of the Daci are reſtrained. 
The Dalmatians too, who have ſo ofteſ roſe 
up to vindicate their liberty, and been only ſo 
far defeated as always to endeavour at regaining 
it, and rebel by ſupplies of freſh forces, are 
now content to purſue a quiet life under the 


opportunities were ſufficient to induce any to a 
revolt, certainly it is chiefly the buſineſs of the 
Gaul to bring about a defection; who are ſo 
fortified by the natural ſtrength of the places they 
inhabit, having the lofty mountains of the A/ps 


nean hills on the ſouth, and the ocean on the weſt. 
But though they have theſe ſtrong barriers to op- 
poſe and ſtand againſt their enemies, and are 
three hundred and five nations; and, if I may be 
allowed the liberty to ſay ſo, have fountains 
within themſelves that ſupply them with all the 
conveniences of life, and water the whole world 
with their produce, nevertheleſs they ſubmit to 
be tributaries of the Romans, and to own the 
happineſs they enjoy as a gift from them: And 


minacy of theirs, or any degeneracy in their cou- 
lage, having for fourſcore years maintained ſeveral 
ſucceſſive battles to recover. their liberty. But ir 

mult be confeſſed that their obedience was the 
Pure reſult of the ſurprize and admiration they 

ad of the Roman-courage, as well as fortune, 
which had a more powerful effect upon them 
chan the force of arms. For which reaſon they 
pattently abide under the dominion of twelve 


ſubmit to the ordinances of one governor, and 


living a vagabond ſort of life. Beſides, thin 
a little on the wall of the Britains, you who 
confide ſo much in the walls of Hiero/olyma. 


command of one legion of Romans. But if great 


on the eaſt, the Rhine on the north, the Pyræ- 


this ſubmiſſion can never be imputed to any effe- 


BOOK II. of be JEWISH W AR, 3959 
- hundred Roman ſoldiers, when they have almoſt 
a larger number of cities within the confines of 
their country. Neither could all the gold that 
was dug out of the earth, avail the Spaniards 
any thing in the battle they undertook to make 


a-puſh tor their liberty; neither their bei 
ſeparated from the Romans by ſuch a. vait 
ſpace. of land and ſea, not the warlike na- 


tions of the Lu/itanians and Cantabrians, 


nor the bordering ſea, which looks dreadful to 


the natives with its raging and boiling tide, 
But the Romans carried their arms beyond 
the pillars of Hercules, and paſſed the Pyre- 


nean mountains through the clouds, which 
they ſubdued. And though of exceeding great 
difficulty to penetrate, and placed at ſo great 
a diſtance, yet one legion is ſufficient to keep 
theſe countries in due obedience, Who among 
you hath not heard of the prodigious multitude 
of the Germans? For I ſuppoſe. you have fre- 
quently been eye-witneſſes how much they ex- 
cel in ſtrength, and the magnitude of their 
bodies, fince the Romans. have garriſons of 
them in moſt parts of the world. But tho! 


the country they inhabit is of ſuch vaſt ex- 


tent, their bravery and ſpirits much ſuperior 
to their bodies, their ſouls above the appre- 
henſions of death, and their fury crueller 
than the moſt ſavage beaſts, and have the 
Rhine for the boundary of their incurſions, 
yet eight legions were found ſufficient to en- 


flave them. As many as are taken, are forced 


to the Roman obedience; and all the reit of 


* 


the nation is obliged to preſerve its ſafety by 


For the Romans, notwithſtanding their being 
hemmed in with the ſea, and inhabiting an 
land almoſt as large as the world we live in, 
croſſed.the ocean and made flaves of them, and 
now retain an iſland of ſuch magnitude, within 
the bounds of its duty, with no more than four 


legions. Laſtly, What need have I to produce 


more examples, ſince the Parthians, the moſt 
warlike people upon earth, and under whoſe 
dominion ſo many people are ſubje&, and 


whoſe great multitude of martial forces is ſuch, 


ſend hoſtages to Rome? And you may ſee 


the pride and glory of the caſt, under colour 


of preſerving peace, remain ſlaves in Italy. 
Will you then be the only nation to main- 
tain a war with the Romans, when almoſt all 
the nations which the ſun ſhines upon ſubmit 
to their victorious arms? Neither conſider- 
ing the melancholy fate of the Cart haginians, 


who, boaſting of their great Hannibal, and 


their illuſtrious race from the Phencians, 
fell under the triumphant arm of Scipio. 
But neither have the Cyreneans,the deſcendants 


of the Lacedemonians, nor the Marmaridæ, 


a, nation ſtretching themſelves to the barren 
and unwatry deſarts, nor the Hrtes, Naſa- 
mones, Mauri, and the innumerable multi- 
tudes of. the Numidians, terrible names to 
thoſe that hear them mentioned, made any 
reſiſtance. againſt the Roman valour. And 
more than all theſe, their victorious arms, 
won all the third part of the world, the ma- 

ny 
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ny nations whereof are hard to be enume- empire of ſuch greatneſs could arrive to its pte. 
rated, which is bounded with the vaſt Atlan- ſent height without the immediate aſſiſtance of 
tic ſea, and the pillars of Hercules, and which God. Conſider the diffroulty, even ſuppoſing 
to the Red ſea produces and feeds innumer- the battle was to be tought with an enemy lei 
able numbers of | Mthiopians ; and beſides powerful than you are, you would have to per- 
the annual exportation of corn made to Rome, form the exact and neceſſary parts of your reli. 
which ſupplies the inhabitants of that city gion; and ſhould neceſſity force you to do 
ſull eight months, the nations of this im- things quite contraty. to thoſe from which you 
menſe tract of land pay all other ſorts of taxes, expect his aſſiſtance, probably you may tur 
and afford, by the tributes levied among the preſence of the Almighty from you; for i 
them, a- ſeaſonable ſupply to the neceſſities You keep ſacred the ſeventh days, and moye 
of the empire, and count it no diſhonour, as -Your hands, during thoſe ſeaſons, to no manner 
vou do, to perform the commands which are of work; your captivity then is eaſy, and wil 
laid upon them, although but one legion re- be attended with the ſame conſequences, 28 
fides among them. But what reaſon hare 1 when your anceſtors ſubmitted to Pomph, 
to Cite farther examples to unfold the great who chiefly made his moſt obſtinate attacks 
power of the Romans, when you your ſelves on thoſe days wherein the beſieged took reſt, 
can be ſufficient witnefles of it in F2ypr, a And it you tranſgreſs the laws of your coun- 
country that borders upon you? Which being dry in the proſecution of a war, I am plain] 
bounded with Ætbiopia, and Arabia Felix, at a loſs to know what can be the next thing 
and bordering on Fudia, ſupports with pro- that can induce you to go out to battle, 
viſions, excluſive of the inhabitants of A/ex- This one article ought to be well conſider'd, 
andria, a million and fifty thouſand ſouls, not to be your ſelves the inſtruments of u- 
as may be calculated from the tax impoſed 110g your country. But if you are volun- 
on every head; and yet thinks not much tarily reſolved to abandon the ſervice and ob- 
to live under the Roman obedience, though ſervance you owe to God, what aſſurance 
it has one of the ſtrongeſt inducements in have you to implore his aſſiſtance ? For every 
the world to revolt: I mean Alexandria, one undertakes the carrying on of a war, ei- 
with regard to the prodigious number of ther through a reliance on God, or a depen. 
its uhabicaney, and its exceeding great dance of ſome human means. But if your 
wealth; not to mention its magnitude, which on - contentions deprive you of either of 
ſtretches full thirty furlongs, in length, and theſe aſſiſtances, you may depend upon it, 
no leſs than ten in breadth. And the that your enemies will make themſelves 
taxes they pay in one month, exceed all your maſters. Bnt what impediment lies in 
chat is exacted of you in a whole year; the way that hinders you to cut the throats 
and, ſetting aſide the money raiſed among of your wives and children with your own 
them, they ſupply Rome with proviſions hands, and lay this beauritul country of 
for four months. Beſides, the town is de- yours in athes> This ſeaſonable piece of rage 
fended on every ſide, either with walls, or will be of advantage to you, and faye you 
ſome part of the inacceſſible deſart, or with from the diſhonourable treatment of your 
the ſea, or with rivers or maſhes: Yer conquerors. It is prudent, my friends, it is 
none of theſe are found to prevail ſo much prudent, while the ſhip remains in the har- 
as the fortunate ſucceſs of the Romans; two bour, to ward againſt the coming ſtorm, and 
legions that reſide there in garriſon being not fail out of the port in the midſt of a 
fufficient to keep Agypt, fo vaſt a tract of furious tempeſt, (for they who unwarily fall 
land, within the bounds of its obedience, Ito dangers which they did not forſee, ate 
and reſtrain the aſpiring aims of the Macedo- worthy of our compaſſion and pity ; but he 
nians, Whom then will you take as con- who throws himſelf into a calamity which he 
federates in the war you are going to under- might have ſeen and avoided, his fate is t 
take, out of a country that is uninhabited, if be branded with reproach) unleſs ſome would 
fo be all, where the world is peopled, ſtand have it be thought that there had been n 
on the fide of the Romans? Probably ſome agreement to maintain the war on both ſides, 
may convey your hopes beyond the Euphra- and that the Romans, proving victorious, 
tes, and have confidence to believe that your would make a moderate uſe of their conquel, 
countrymen will bring you aſſiſtance out of and deal gently with you; and not, to gl 
Adiabene. Let me tell you, they will ne- other nations a leſſon in it, deſtroy the f 
ver ſuffer themſelves to be drawn into a war of cted city with fire, and quite root out " 
ſuch great conſequence upon a frivolous reaſon, your nation. Neither, ſuppoſing you 110 
nor, - ſhould they go about to act any thing in have the fortune to ſurvive chef arms, ce. 
conſequence of ill-concerted ſchemes, will the you hope to find any place of refuge; ice 
Parthian ſuffer it. For it is his intereſt to pre- all at this time of day obey the Roman 
ſerve, inviolated, the alliance made with the their maſters, or are in expectation co x 
Romans; and ſhould any one in his dominions them as ſuch. Nor will the calamity ah 
preſume to take up arms againſt the Romans, fall upon your heads, but as many 3% - 
he will determine ſuch an one as an infringer of habitations in other cities, will falls {actin 
the truce. Your recourſe, then, is ro rely on for there is no nation, whereſoever de e 
ſome divine affiſtance, But this is too viſibly ſeen over the face of the Whole world, but 25 
on the Roman ſide; for it is not poſſible that an whom you make a ſhare; herefote uot 
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on Of the JEWISH WAR. 


volt will bring all under. condemnation, and 


your enemies diſpatch eyery ſou] among them, 


and the peraicious counſels of a few men, will 

rove the fatal cauſe to make every city ſwim 
in Fewiſp blood, And. yet they, who ſhall 
commit theſe ſcenes of bloodſhed, will be in- 
demnified in their actions. But allowing they 
ſhould nelert tg, pix rhem. u Keno yer 
conſider the impiouſneſs of the action in taking 
up arms againſt ſuch, bountiful friends; proba- 
bly you may have reaſon to pity this mother of 
cities, and this ſacred encloſure, though you 
may entertain no. bowels of compaſſion for your 
wives and children. Be compaſſionate to the 


| temple, and endeavour to preſerve that houſe 


with yourſelves, and the ſanctiſied things in it. 
For the Romans, becoming conquerors, wall 
not any longer refrain their hands from them, 
fince they made no advantage when they firſt 
ſpared them. For my part, I take all your ſo- 
lemn things to witneſs, and call upon the holy 
angels of God, and my country, that 1 have 
aſſed by nothing that any ways concern your 
welfare and ſafety; and as for you, if you are 
reſolved to act in concert in thoſe things which 
arc abſolutely neceſſary to be done, you will 
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live peaceably with me; but if you are bent 
to purſue the dictates of your inveteracy and 

furious paſſion, you will then expoſe yourſelves 
to numberleſs calamities, which I ſhall have 
no hand in. | N 
Theſe words he poured out with a flood of 
rears, as did his ſiſter; and in a great meaſure 
he check'd the reſentment of their minds, and 
the furious thoughts they had entertained. And 


hereupon they cried out, That they deter- 


* mined the war not againſt the Romans, but 
Horus, for the misfortunes they had ſuffered 
© under his adminiſtration.* To which the 
king returned anſwer thus: Why ſhould I 
c liſten to words, when I am an occular witneſs 
of the actions of thoſe who already fight a- 
gainſt the Romans. Neither have you paid 
the tribute that is due to Cæſar, and yet you 

have cut down the portico's from Antonia. 
But you will remove the cauſe of your de- 
fection if you re- unite the portico's, and ſa- 
tisfy the tribute: For this is no longer any 
garriſon belonging to Horus, nor will the 
money raiſed be given to him.“ | 


p. XVII. 


How the Jews undertook the War againſt the Romans. Of Manahem. 


THESE remonſtrances pacifying the peo- 


+ ple, the king, and Berenice, they went 
up to the temple, and began the rebuilding of 
the portico's; and the principal Fews and the 


VDecurions, diſtributing themſelves into the ſe- 


veral towns and villages,. employed themſelves 


in collecting the tribute. They levied in a 


little time forty talents (the ſum in arrear.) 
And thus did Agrippa, at this conjunEture, re- 
move the menaces of war which the people 
threatened ; after which, he ſtrove to perſuade 
the people to obey Horus, till Cæſar had ſent 
another to ſucceed him. . 'This exaſperating 
them to a violent degree, they threw ſcanda- 
lous reflections at the king, and commanded 


him inſtantly to depart the city; nay, ſome of 


the ſeditious had the boldneſs to caſt ſtones at 
him. When the king ſaw the little probabi- 
lity there was to put an effectual check on the 
furious temper * the people, being much con- 
cerned at the ignominious treatment he had 
received, he ſent the principal men among them, 
with other perſons of figure and note, to Fo- 
71S at Cæſarea, for him to appoint certain a- 
mong them to collect the tributes of the.coun- 
wy: And then he withdrew into his own king- 
om, oy 9 11%) 

About the fame time, ſome of thoſe who 
were the moſt inſtrumental in fomenting the 
war, aſſembling together, made an attack upon 
certain caſtle, which was called Maſſada; 
om having made themſelves maſters of the 
we. through a piece of treachery, they put 
ba Any, who were within, to the fword, 
1 ſome of their own body to defend 
e tortrels; and at the ſame time F/eazer, the 


No. 55, 


ſon of Ananias the prieſt, a youth of great 
courage, and of an enterprizing genius, being 
then governor of the temple, perſuaded thoſe 
who had the care over the ſacrifices in the ſa- 


cred worſhip, to reject all gifts or ſacrifices of- 


fered by ſtrangers and foreigners. 'This 'was 
the ground of the war that was maintained a- 
gainſt the Romans, for they put back a ſacri- 
tice which Cz/ar ſent to be offered in their be- 
halt; whereupon the principal citizens and 
prieſts made a long requeſt to them, not to re- 


ject in that manner the cuſtom the emperors 


had a right to, of being prayed for; but their 
petition was diſregarded, they confiding much 
in their great multitude, (for the very ſtouteſt 
men, and they who wanted to embroil affairs 
at any rate, ſtood in their intereſt) and the no- 
tion of belonging to Eleazar, who was gover- 
nor of the temple, FFF 
In conſequence hereof, the principal Fews, 
Prieſts, and ſome of the more eminent Phari- 
ſees, having aſſembled themſelves together, be- 
gan to contult about redreſſing the ſtate of af- 
fairs, as though they had fallen into the moſt 
dangerous conjunEture ; and having come to a 
reſolution of trying what force words would 
have upon the ſeditious, and of ' ſitting into 
their diſpoſitions, they ſummoned the people 
to an audience before the brazen gate which 
faces the riſing ſun, in the inner part of the 
temple; where, ſhewing firſt the extreme rage 
they had againſt their inconſiderate rebellion, 
and the fatal war they had kindled up in the 


bowels ot their country, they next proceeded 


to ſhew the ridiculous and abſurd pretence they 
had to begin it, by repreſenting, * How their 
N | _ _ *anceſtors 
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© anceſtors had very much contributed to the 
© beauty, ornament, and riches of the temple, 
© by the preſents which foreigners had made ; 
and that they had conſtantly received the 
gifts and donations ſent them hy foreign na- 
tions; and had not only not prohibited the 
ſacrifices any brought them, (for that would 
have been an impious proceeding) but had 
likewiſe fixed up the preſents, which were 
yet to be ſeen, and had continued ſuch a long 
ſeries of ages. That they thus incenſing the 

Romans to take up arms againſt them, and 
making themſelves the ſole cauſe of drawing 
the war from them upon them, would bring 
innovations into the worſhip of foreigners, 
and bring a ſcandal of impiety and diſhonour 
upon their city, which would end in their own 
deſtruction, it the eus made themſelves the 
only people in the world to account the of- 
fering ſacrifice, or paying veneration to their 
God by any foreigner, a matter of injuſtice 
and diſhonour. And ſuppoſing (they told 
them) that the ſame pohibition was made to 
debar a private man in the ſame circumſtance, 
they ſhould look upon the action with indig- 
nation, as though it had been ſealed with a 
great deal of inhumanity, and would have no 
concern at the Romans and Cæſar's ſelf being 
refuſed the favour. However, there was room 
to be apprehenſive that they who rejected the 
ſacrifices which were brought to be offered up 
for them, were not themſelyes in time forbid- 
den to make ſacrifice, and the city deprived 
of its rights and privileges, unleſs they came 
to an immediate ſenſe of their error, and per- 
mitted the ſacrifices ro be offered up, as had 
been practiſed, and made ſatisfaction for the 
injury they had done, before the news of 
their miſcarriage came to the ears of thoſe 
who had been diſhonoured.* 

As ſoon as they had thus delivered them- 
ſelves, they conducted in the midſt of them 
ſome of the prieits who were the moſt skilled 
in the knowledge of the laws of their country, 
who repreſented to them, that it had been an 
nninterrupted cuſtom for their anceſtors to ac- 
cept all the victims which were brought them 
by foreigners. Notwithſtanding this ſeaſonable 
remonſtrance, none of thoſe who wanted to em- 
broil the kingdom gave the leaſt attention to 
what had been ſaid; nay, the very perſons 
who ſerved about the altar, refuſed to perform 
their ſeveral duties, their main deſign plainly 
ſhewing, that the fomenting the war was what 
they aimed at. When the chief Fews perceived 
theſe ſteps, and conſidered within themſelves 
how impoſſible it was for them to remove the 
ſedition, and that they themſelves would be 
the firſt perſons the Romans would expoſe to 
difficulties and dangers, they began to conſult 
means how to free themſelves from the blame ; 
and accordingly diſpatch'd away to Florus ſome 
perſons in quality of ambaſladors, the chief of 
whom was Simon, the ſon of Ananias ; and 
others to Agrippa, among whom were Saul and 
Aatipas, and Coſtobarus, all three nearly rela- 
ted to the king. The purport of both embaſ- 
fies was, to beg both of them to march up to 
the city with their armies, to pacify and put a 

ſtop to the ſedition, before delay made it diffi- 


cult to conquer it. Nothing could pleaſe H- 


FLAVvius Jostenvs 


rus better than the meſſenger who brought him 


the news of this evil that threatened, who 
wanting nothing more than to kindle up the 
war, diſmiſſed the ambaſſadors, without return. 
ing them any anſwer, But Agrippa having a 
regard to the equity of both parties; as well 
of thoſe who had revolted, as of thoſe who had 


reaſons to complain of the war; and deſirine 


to keep the Fews ftill within the pale of the 
Roman obedience, and preſerve their temple 
and city, and adding to theſe good conſidera- 
tions a reflection that ſuch ſort of commotions 
were diametrically oppoſite to his intereſt, he 
ſent to the people's affiſtance a ſupply of three 
thouſand horſe, compoſed of Auranites and 
Bataneans, and Trachonites, under the com. 
mand of Darius, his maſter of the horſe; but 
75 chief commander was Philip, the ſon of 
acim. © | 7 : 

The principal men and prieſts, and thoſe of 
the people whoſe inclinations were to maintain 
peace, confiding in this body of forces ſent 
them, ſeized upon the higher city (for the ſe. 
ditious had made themſelves maſters of the loy- 
er) and the temple. Darts and ſlings had no 
eaſe upon this occafion, and both parts of the 
rown ſhowered upon one another their darts; 
bur coming out to fight in throngs and parties, 
the ſeditious ſhewed more courage, but the roy- 
aliſts a deeper underſtanding, in the knowledge 
of war. "Theſe latter contended above all 
things to make rhemſelves of the temple, and 
drive out of it thoſe whoſe profanation made 


the ſacred houſe diſhonourable : The aims of 


the ſedirious, on the other hand, were to add 
the higher city to the acquiſitions they already 
had, and for ſeven days both ſides ſuſtained a 
great ſlaughter, and both conragiouſly main- 
rained the pofts they had procured. | 
The next day, being the feaſt of Ligni ſe- 
rium, or bearing of wood, (wherein *ris. cuſto- 
mary for all perſons to bear a large quantity of 
wood to the temple, thar the ſacred fires may 
never want materials to feed them, being never 
extinguiſhed) they ſhut out their enemies from 
performing their duty at this ſolemnity: Whete- 
upon, having procured ſeveral of the Harri (a 
ſet of robbers ſo call'd, from their wearing in 
their boſom the ce, or a kind of ſmall dagge!s) 
to join them, they made an onſet. with the 
weaker mob, and ſeemed more briskly to g0 


their deſign being to aboliſh the deeds and . 
tings of creditors, and diſcharge the debts 9 


poor behave inſolently to the rich. An, 
deed, as ſoon as they found the Keepers © Fu 
publick writings fly tor it, they ſer fite We 
houſes. Having thus burnt the nerves 8 
may term them ſo) of the city, FREY ute 


x : $ -adyer* 
with an impetuous violence, upon: eir babe 
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Gries. From this moment ſome of the princ1- 
pal men and prieſts began to be afraid, and 
hid themſelves in the common ſewers ; while 
others, in company. with the royaliſts, threw 
themſelves into the higher palace, and imme- 
diately made the gates faſt upon them, among 
whom, were Ananias the prieſt, and his 4 
Exec hias, and they who performed the embaſſy 
to Agrippa. Whereupon the ſeditious, content 
with their late victory, and the deſtruCtion they 
had made with the fire, ſat quiet a while to 
take breath. A DN | 
The day following, which was the fifteenth 
day of the month Lows, they made an aſſault 
upon the fortreſs of Antonia; and having laid 
cloſe ſiege for two entire days to the garriſon 
within, they took the place at laſt, put every 
ſoul therein to the ſword, and then burnt the 
caſtle to aſhes. After this action, they march'd 
to the palace into which the royaliſts had 
thrown themſelves, and dividing themſelves in- 


Book II. Of the JEWISH WAR. 


' maſters of the place, they were put into a ter- 
rible conſternation : But the beſieged ſent a de- 
putation of their body to Manabem, and the 

authors of the ſedition, praying liberty, on 
their word and honour, to depart; which being 
granted to the royaliſts only, and the natives, 

they ſurrender'd, and came out: Whereupon, 
the Rom ins, who were the only perſons that 
remained behind, began to be extremely caſt 
dowu and dejected; for there was no poſſibility 
of ſallying through ſo great a multitude; and 
to ask for ſafeguard, in their opinion, was igno- 
minious, becauſe they could have no room to 
truſt them, provided they gave them their faith. 

In conſequeace of this, having abandon'd their 

tents, as being very eaſy to be taken, they fled 

into the royal towers, one of which was called 

Hippicos, another Phaſ/ael, and the third Ma- 

riamne. Hereupon, they who were with Ma- 

nahem, ſallied immediately into the place the 

Romans had abandoned, and put to the ſword 


to four companies, they ſet about to pull the as many as they apprehended before their get- 
walls down. But not à man within had cou- ting up to the towers; and having rifled the 
rage to ſally out, for the great number of the rents of their furniture, they ſet fire to them. 
beliegers; but poſting themſelves in the tow- And theſe occurrences fell out on the ſixth day 
ers, and other fortified places, they ſhowered of Gorpicens. 


down their darts upon the enemy. beneath ; 
which occaſioned the robbers under the walls 
to tumble down frequently. Notwithſtanding, 
not a day or night paſſed wherein ſome skir- 
mith or other did not happen, the ſeditious be- 


The next day, Ananias the prieſt, and his 
brother Ezechias, were apprehended as they 
had hid themſelves in the aqueduct of the pa- 
lace, and put to death by the robbers: And 
the ſeditious, as they laid ſiege to the towers, 


ing of opinion that want of proviſions would were very diligent not to let any of the ſol- 
efteCtually tire out the garriſon within; and the diers make his eſcape, Beſides, the overthrow 
royaliſts believing that the beſiegers would of the fortified places, and the death of Ana- 


leave off through the difficulty of the under- 
taking. 785 

In the mean time, one Manuahem, the ſon of 
Judas Galiless, ſo called, (who was a terrible 
man in his addreſs and ſpeeches, and had on a 
time reproached the eus, that after God they 
were ſlaves to the Romans) having got toge- 
ther a party of the more eminent ſort, march- 
ed directly to Maſſada; where, having broke 
open the magazine of king Herod, where his 
military arms were laid up, and furniſhed with 
neceflary accoutrements his countrymen and 
ſome other robbers that joined him, whom he 
uſed as his guards, he went back to Hieroſolyma, 


appointed generaliſſimo over the ſeditious, he 
had the entire management of carrying on the 
ſiege. But the want of engines was a main 
impediment to his deſigns; nor were the be- 
ſiegers able to make any mines publickly under 
the walls, for the ſhowers of darts the enemy 
poured down upon them from above. To re- 
medy this inconvenience, they wrought a very 
long mine juſt under one of the towers, which 
they left ſupported with tall pieces of timber ; 
to which having ſet fire, they came out of it: 
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the tower gave a ſudden hack” and the other 
wall within, and the building over-againſt it, 
were ſeen; for the royaliſts penetrating into 
the deſigns of the beſiegers, by the violent 


rage went to work, and raiſed another 
I which, when the beſiegers unexpect- 
y faw, at a time they believed themſelves 


. d W 


nias the prieſt, ſwelled the ſoul of Mana hem 
with a tide of cruelty, who, believing he had 
now no rival to fear in the management of af- 
fairs, proved an intolerable tyrant. 'They, who 
followed the part of Eleazar, roſe up againſt 
him, after they had had a mutual diſpute be- 
tween one another of the unreaſonableneſs and 
diſhonour there was in them; who, to vindicate 
their liberty, had revolted from the Romans, 
to betray that choice bleſſing to one of their 
countrymen, and be ſubjects to-a maſter, tho? 
he made uſe of no violent means, and was hum- 
bler than they were. For if it was neceflary 
that any one ſhould be conſtituted the ſupreme 


as though he had been a king; where, being head of affairs, they unanimouſly declared that 


the high office, by what name ſoever diſtin- 
guiſhed, belonged to any other more than him, 
and having ſo expreſs'd themſelves, they fell 
upon him in the temple, whither he had af- 
cended with a ſhew of vaſt pride to worſhip 
God, clad in a royal garment, and attended 
with the men, his partizans, in arms. When 
the friends and confederates of Eleazar began 
to fall upon him, the reſt of the people, to 
join the aſſault, took up ſtones, and threw them 
at Manahem, being of opinion that his death 


hereupon, the timber bein burnt through, would effectually remove the ſedition. The 


reſiſtance and defence Manahem and his party 
made, continued but for a ſhort time; for when 
they ſaw every one ruſhing upon them, each 
ſtrove to ſecure himſelf by flight, as well as 


making of the tower, when it was undermined, he could; and death was the certain reward of 


thoſe who were apprehended, and diligent 
ſearch was made after thoſe who endeavoured 
to conceal themſelves. Notwithſtanding, a few, 
17 ; | among 
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604 Flavius Joszenus Boll 


among whom was Eleazar, the ſon of; Nair, cient quantity of arms, none of the ſeditious 
nearly related to Mana hem, made their eſcape; offered either to fall upon them, either openly 
privately into Auſſada. This Eleazar atter- or treacherouſſy; but as ſoon as they had laid 
wards governed in Auaſſada, but very tyranni- down, according to articles, their fwords and 
cally; and as for Maua hem, after he had fled ſhields, and without any apprehenſion: of dan. 


to a certain place which was called Aphlan, ger were making ready to go away, the fol- 
where be remained ſome time in a very mean lowers of Elea zar fell upon them, and put 
condition, they found him out, took, and led them to death, without their making any te- 
him into the midſt of them, and there, after ſiſtance or interceſſion for their lives, and only 
he had ſuſtered many torments, put him to male n en of the agreement they had 
death, The ſame fate attended thoſe who, had made with them, and the ſacred oath they had 
ſerved in quality of officers under him, and confirmed it by. And thus all, except Ati 
chiefly Apſalom, the moſt remarkable inſtrument lius, who was ſaved, on his promiſing to be- 
of his tyrannieal management. come a Few, and be circumciſed, were put to 
The people purſued theſe violent ſteps, as I death with the greateſt barbarity : However, 
ſaid above, hoping to find ſome remedy applied the loſs the Romans ſuſtained was but trifling, 
to the cauſe of the ſedition; but, without en- as the perſons flain were but a few in compari. 
deavouring to put a period to the war, and ta- ſon of their mighty. SER 
ther to demonſtrate their great iaſolence in firlkt This action, notwithſtanding, ſeemed to be 
beginning it, they took away J4za/er's lite. a prelude: to the deſtruction of the Fews, which 
In ſhort, the people uſed a great many expoſ- atterwards followed. When they faw the 
tulations, in order to induce the ſoldiers to great improbability there was of removing the 
break up the ſiege; but they thereupon conti- caufes of the war, and that ſo violent a ſtream 
nued to carry it on with greater eagerneſs and of impiety had overſpread- the city with its 
vigour, till MAetilius (who was the Roman go- pollution, from which there was all the reaſon 
vernor) and his men, having no longer power in the world to conjecture that God's anger 
to make reſiſtance, ſent to Eleazar and his would be kindled againſt them, though the 
conſederates a very ſuppliant meſlage, begging, Romans had not taken due revenge upon them, 
on the ſanction ot their faith, liberty to depart they made piteous lamentations in publick, and 
with only their lives, and aſſuring them that all the city united in ſorrow and grief: And 
they were ready to furrender to them their thoſe of the moderate and peaceable party, as 
arms and baggage. Giving an immediate con- though they were going to be puniſhed for the 
ſent to this requeſt, they deputed Gorion, rhe crimes of the ſeditious, were ſtruck with a ter- 
ſon of Nicodemus, and Ananias, the ſon of rible fear; for it happened to be the fabbath 
Sadducas, and Judas, the fon of Fuat ban, ro when the great flaughter was made, which day, 
go and give them an oath of indemnity. Alter for the ſolemnity of the ſacred worſhip, is ſet 
the performance of this, Metilius came out apart from work and labour. 
with his men; and as long as they had a ſuffi- . e 5 


50 e Ke 
The Calamities and. Deſtruction which fell upon the whole Nation of the Jews. 


PON the ſame day, and the ſame hour, upon theſe cities, were plundered, and a yaſ 
as if the divine providence had thus di- flaughter was madeof the men whom they took 
rected this action, the Cæſareaus were near to priſoners. OOO 
have made 4 total deſtruction of the 7eus that Notwithſtanding all theſe calamities, the H- 
dwelt among them; for above twenty thouſand rians made as great a havock among the Fews; 
in one hour's time loſt their lives, and all C for, retaining the antient hatred they bore 
ſarea was cleared of them. And they who them, and ſeaſonably deſiring to- prevent the 
" endeavoured to make their eſcape, were taken danger that hung hovering over their heads, 
priſoners by Florus, and made galley ſlaves. they apprehended them in their cities, and put 
When this deſtruction came to be told out of them to death. All Syria was in the moſt io 
Cæſarea, the whole nation of the Fews were lent commotion, and every city was dividee 
furiouſly enraged; and having divided them- into two parties. They placed their mu 
ſelres, they ravaged the Spriaz touns and ci- fatety in guarding againſt each other's Helen 
ties, namely, Philadelphia, Selonitis, Geraſa, and in the day- time they lived in blood | vi 
Pella, and Sryrhopolis. Then pouring in flagghter, and in the night in the moſt torrde 
upon Gader and Hippo of Gaulanitis, and feats and apprehenfions imaginable ; for wn 
overthrowing ſome places, and laying others every one thought that the Jews were cut ; 
in aſhes, they went directly to Cedaſa, be- they yet had dufpicions of the profeſſors of Fr 
longing to the Tyrians, and Prolomais, and daiſm, and no body would venture = 
Gaba, and Cefarca, Neither Sebafte, nor A. kill any one of either fide xhat was reaſon 12 1 
calon, were able to withſtand their incurſions; to be doubted ; and they feared" thoſe * 
but after they had laid them in aſhes, they en- mixed with-others as if they had been uh! 
tirely demoliſhed to the ground Anthedo and reigners. Covetouſneſs was found 
Gaga; and ſeveral villages, which bordered induce thoſe ro murther perſons of t 


* 


Book II. 
faction, who before ſeemed to be men of the 
oreateſt humanity and moderation. For they 
ritled the poſſeſſions of thoſe they ſlew, with 
wonderiul boldneſs and preſumption, and car- 
ried off the plunder they took to their own 
houſes, as though it had been taken from their 
enemies ſlain in battle: And he who took the 
largeſt ſpoil was accounted the braveſt tellow, 
as it he had excelled the others in courage and 
conduct. Cities were to be ſeen full of dead 
bodies that wanted interment: Old men lay dead 


them, and even the modeſty of women, tho' 
dead, was expoſed to public view. In ſhorr, 
the whole province of J4dea was full of terri- 
ble and deſtructive ſcenes of horror and con- 
fuſion, which, beſides the cruelties already 
committed, ſeem'd to foretel and threaten a 
change of more fatal conſequence. | 

Nlicherto the conteſts the Fews had, had been 
managed with foreigners: They now turned 
their arms upon the frontiers of Scyt Hopolis, 
where they found the Jews, who refided there, 
their enemies. But being ready to engage the 
Scythopelites, they thought their own ſafety a- 
lone was to be regarded; and that as they were 
rheir enemies, all conſiderations in their favour 
(as being their countrymen) ought to be laid 
aſide; and, accordingly, began their encounter 
with them. However, this their alacrity and 
readineſs to engage, became liable to ſuſpicion. 
In the conclution ; the Scythepolites, tearing they 
might make an attack upon the city in the 
night-time, and excuſe their revolt to their 
brethren, with the great calamity they had re- 
ceived, ordered them, it they had any thoughts 
of peace, and were willing their fidelity ſhould 
be ſeen by foreigners, to take their families 
and croſs over into the next grove. They, 
imagining no deceit in their words, did as they 
were commanded. Upon this, the Scythopolites 
continued quiet, without committing any ho- 
ſtilities, during two days; all which time, they 
artfully diſſembled with them: But the third 
night, taking the opportunity which offered, 
they fell upon them, and flew ſome who had 
no arms ready to defend themſelves with, and 
others as they lay aſleep, and then ſtripped 
them of the effects they had about them. 
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ſpeak of the fortunes of Simon, who was fon of 
one Saul, a perſon of no mean extraction, 
eminent for his bodily ſtrength and courage, 
both which he abuſed to the prejudice and miſ- 
chief of his countrymen. The ſenſe of theſe 
extraordinary qualifications puſhed him daily 
on againſt the eus, who reſided near Scytho- 
polis, great numbers of whom he ſlew; and his 
frequently driving before him, and defeating 


like an army in himſelf. But the {laughter he 
made among his countrymen was defervedly 
puniſhed upon himſelf ; for after the Scythopo- 
tes had hemmed in the 2 in the grove a- 


©, with his drawn ſword; without offering ro 
fall upon any one of the enemy, (for in ſo 
great a multitude he ſaw his inability to per- 
torm any thing) broke out into this loud ex- 


53 


and ſtretched upon the ground with infants by 


In this place we have an opportunity to 


whole companies of them, made him appear 


ovemention'd, and {lain them with their darts, 


clamation: O Scyt hopolites, ſaid he, Iam de- 
* ſervedly puniſhed by you for the actions 1 
© have committed; for giving you ſo large a 
ce teſtimony of my Kindel for you in the great 
ce {laughter of my fellow citizens: Where- 
«© upon, it is but juſtice that we, who have 


6e impiouſly tranſgreſſed againſt our own kin- 
« dred, ſhould find a ftranger nation as little 
cc 


ſtrict to their word with us as we have been 
* to them. I die as an execrable man, by my 
* own hands, (for 'tis diſhonourable to fall by 
* the hand of an enemy) which will be a pu- 
cc niſkment my crime deſerves, and turn to the 
te courage; that it may not be ſaid that any of 
my enemies gloried in my death, -or inſulted 
e over my fall.” Having ſpoke thus, he caſt 
a furions, but piteous look, upon his family ; 
(for he had a wife and children, and parents in 
an advanced age) he firſt ſeized his father by 
his white locks, and thruſt his ſword through 
him; after whom, he ſtabbed his mother, -who 
ſeemed willing; then his wife, and after her 
his children; every one of whom expreſs'd their 
inclinations to ſufter in this manner. To pre- 
vent being ſlain by the enemy, after he had 
thus put a period to the lives of his family, he 
ſtood upon the dead bodies in the fight ot all, 
and lifting up his right arm, that all might have 


cc 


a full view of what he was going to do, he 


thruſt the point of his ſword into his bowels 
to make an end of himſelf effectually. If we 
conſider the ſtrength of his body, and his 
greatneſs of ſoul, and courage, he ſeems to 
deſerve our compaſſion; but his puniſhment 
was but juſt, if we have regard to his want of 
honour in breaking through all engagements, 
even the molt ſacred, with foreigners. 

After the late terrible {laughter at Scyrhopo- 
lis, all the reſt of the cities roſe up againſt the 
Fews, who dwelt in them: In conſequence of 
which, two thouſand and five hundred fell a 
ſacrifice to the A/calonites, and two thouſand to 
the Plolomaites, beſides a great number which 
they impriſoned, The Tyrians too made a 
great ſlaughter, but put a great number in 


chains, and threw them into priſon; and their 
example was followed by the citizens of Hippo 


and Gadar, who took out of the way thoſe 
who were the moſt brave and valiant, and nar- 
rowly watched thoſe they ſtood in fear of; and 
all the other cities of Syria, in proportion to 
the apprehenſions they entertained of, or ha- 
tred they bore to the Fews. But the people 


of Anticch, Sidon, and Apama, were the only 


inhabitants that ſpared the Jews, and who 
would not ſuffer auy of them either to be put 
to death or impriſoned. Tis probable the 
confidence they had in the great number and 


multitude of their citizens made them look up- 


on the commotions of the Fews, - ſhould they 
have happened to have raiſed any, as of little 
or no conſequence ;. but I am rather inclined to 
believe, that their humanity to them at this 
time was rather to be attributed to the com- 
paſſion they had for them, whom they found 
guilty of no inſurrection or ſeditious actions. 


And the Geraſenes offered them no manner of 


8 on their requeſt to depart peace- 
7 


© commendation and praiſe ot my boldneſs and 
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ably aut of their walls, they conducted them 
to their frontiers. : we 
The Fews in ee kingdom were alſo 
conſpired againſt; for on his going to Ceflivs 
Gallus, at Antioch, he entruſted in his abſence 
the adminiſtration of his kingdom to one of his 
friends, named Nears, and next in blood to 
king Soemus, there happened to come our of 
Batanea threeſcore and ten perſons, the chief 
of their citizens, both for birth and prudence,' 
in order to obtain a garriſon, in caſe any inſur- 
rectino ſhould happen to be raiſed among them, 
that they might have a ſufficient force to quell 
them. But Noarzs diſpatchec a party ot the 
king's ſoldiers againſt them in the night-time, 
and put every man of them to the fword. 


Prefuming to commit thit action wirhout 4- 


grippa's conſent or concurrence, and not refu- 
ſing to farisfy the covereouſneſs he had for mo- 
ney with the impious ſlaughter or his country- 
men, he took a ſure method to ruin the king- 


dom: Neither did he refrain committing his 
barbarities and cruelties upon his nation, till 


Agrippa came to hear of his actions, who tho' 
his fears of Somus hindered him from punith- 
ing him as he deſerved, diſplaced him from the 
grand office with which he had honoured him; 
the ſeditious, in the mean time, having made 
themſelves maſter of the caſtle called Cypros, 
and which looked over Hicricho, put all the 
garriſon to the ſword, and levelled the fortreſs 


even with the ground. And about the fame 
day the Jets, who were in great numbers a- 
bout Machiero, perſued the garrifon, which: 


was compoſed of Rimans, to leave the place, 
and ſurrender it to them. They, tearing the 
caſtle might be wreſted from them by ſuperior. 


force, agreed to depart on certain terms, and 


accordingly, having received a promiſe of in- 
demnity, they came out and abandoned the 
place, which the people of Machiers fortified 
with a garriſon of their own, and kept in their 
own hands. | | | 

At Alexandria was a long contention - be- 
tween the principal inhabitants thereof and the 
Jews, during which, the latter proving ot ſig- 
nal ſervice to Alexandria, againſt the Agptiaus, 


he, to reward the aſſiſtance they had given 
him, gave them an equal right with the Greets: 
to inhabit the town. And the ſame honour 
was continued to them during the reigns of his 


ſucceſſors, who aſſigned them a place peculiar 
to them, and more apart from their intercourſe 
of ſtrangers, that they might live more agree- 
ably to their own laws and cuſtoms; and per- 
mitted them, likewiſe, ro be called Macedo- 


aians. And after the Romans had reduced 


Agypt to their obedience, neither the firſt Cæ- 
ſar, nor any of his ſucceſſors, would ſuffer the 
Fews to be deprived of theſe privileges which 
Alexander had granted them. The diſputes 


carried on between them and the Greeks were 
almoſt without intermiſſion, and the magiſtrates 
daily making a ſevere inquiſition into the ac- 
tions of both parties, proved the cauſe of in- 
creaſing the enmity, inſtead of putting a ſtop 
to it. And becauſe the rupture at this time 


was owing to other reaſons than party-matters, 


# 
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the mutual animoſities foinented againſt each 
other began to blaze out: For the Alexandri. 
ans having met to conſult about the ſending an 
embafly to Nero, it happened that ſeveral gf 
the 7ews were found mixed among the Greet; 
in the amphitheater; which their enemies 0 
fooner faw, but they began to call them trai. 
tors and ſpies, and then inſulted and beat em. 
The reſt endeavouring to make their eſcape, 
periſhed under their hands; but they appre. 
hended three, whom they dragged thro? the 
city, as though they had deſigned to have im- 
paſed them alive. This affront ſo exaſperated 
the Fews, that they made an inſurrection of 
their whole body, in order to revenge it. And 
firſt, they took up ſtones and caſt at the Cyeep; 

and then, ſnatehing up elubs, haſtened into the 
amphitheater, threatening to burn and deſtroy 
every one of them; which they certainly had 


- 


done, had not Tiberius Alexander, the gover- 


nor of the city, put a ſtop to their furious be- 
haviour. However, he at firſt made uſe of no 
compulſive means to reſtrain them, but exhort- 
ed them, by the mediation of certain principal 
Fews, whom he ſent to them, to continue peace- 
able, and not irritate the Roman gatriſon againſt 
them. But the ſeditious received the advice 
with figns of ridicule and outrage, and threw 
opprobrious language at Tiberins, OE 
When he faw that the tumultous proceed- 
ings. of the feditions could not be appeaſed 
without fpilling a great deal of blood, he ſent 
two Roman legions, which were in the city, 
and with them another body of ſoldiers, to the 
number of five thouſand, who were caſually 
come ont of Libya, to deftroy the eus. He 
gave orders to theſe forces not only to put the 
ws to the ſword, but plunder them of their 
goods, and then ſet fire to their houſes. They, 
according to their orders, made an irruption 
into a place called De/ta, where great numbers 
of the Jews inhabited, and did as they had 
been ordered, bur ſuſtained ſome loſs on their 
ſide: For the Jews muftering together, and 
placing the more experienced among them in 
their tront, made a vigorious reſiſtance for a 
long time; but when once they came to giv? 
ground, they were ſlain in heaps, and expoſed 
either to flavery or inevitable death, ſome be- 
ing taken priſoners without doors, and othets 
overwhelmed' within their houſes, which the 


| Romans firſt plundered, and then ſet fire to. 


In this terrible deſtruction, no compaſſion was 
ſhewn, even to the infants, nor any regard paid 
to the grey hairs of men advanced in yeals; 
but they raged with equal havock and deſtruc- 
tion among perſons of all ages and conditions. 
So that all the places flowed with ſtreams dl 
blood, fifty thouſand ſlain being expoſed in 
heaps on the ground. Neither would thoſe 
who remained have been ſpared, had not urgent 
intreaties and ſollicitations been uſed. ** 
Alexander, moved with pity. for them, 
manded the Romans to ſound a retreat; 

upon they, accuſtomed to, obey. the i 
command, at the firſt order ceaſed from 1 
ſlaughter ; But the commoner ſort of the Ar, 


andriqns, from their invererare_ and ert, 
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marched directly to Autipatris; and heari 
that a large body of the 


hemſelves into the tower, which was called 
ubeci, he diſpatched a party of his men before 
© give them battle; but, before they came to 
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hatred, were with much difficulty recalled, and 
had much ado to be reſtrained from taking re- 
venge, even upon the dead carcaſſes. 

This miſerable deſtruction fell out at Mex- 
andria; yet Ceflius judged it no time to be 
quiet, ſince the eus were every where up in 
arms. In conſequence hereof, having taken up 
the twelfth legion from Antioch with its full 
complement of men, and ſelected two thouſand 
others from the reſt, and (ix regiments of foot, 
and four troops of horſe, and the king's aux1- 
liaries, namely, two thouſand horſe from An- 
zioch, and three thouſand foot, and all the ar- 
chers, the ſame number of cavalry from Agrip- 
pa, and one thouſand infantry, (for S ug alſo 
followed with a body of four thouſand, three 
parts whereot where horſe, and the reſt archers) 
he marched to Prolomais. A great number of 


auxiliaries were collected out of the cities, of 


much leſs experience in military affairs than 
the Veteran troops; but what they wanted in 
experience, was ſupplied in alacrity from their 
enmity and hatred to the Fews.* Beſides, A- 
2rippa came to aſſiſt Ceſtius, conducted him in 
his march, and ſupplied him wich proviſions. 
When Hin had muſtered up part of his ar- 
my, he marched to the ſtrong city of Zabulon 
in Galilee, ſurnamed of men, and which ſepa- 
rates Prolomais from the frontiers of our nation. 
And finding the place abandoned by its inhabi- 
tants, (for the multitude had fled to the moun- 
tain) but ſtored with all manner of proviſions, 
he gave his men liberty to plunder the city, 
and ſet fire to it, though it had abundance of 
very beautiful houſes, which were built after 
the model of thoſe at Tyre, and don, and Be- 
tus. And then making excurſions into the 
country, after he had ravaged every thing thar 


fell in his way, and burnt the villages that lay 


round about, he marched back to Ptolomais. 
But the Syrians continuing the plunders longer 
than ordinary, and the Beritians, in a manner, 
exceeding them, the e, took heart, (for they 
had been informed that Ceſtius was marched 
away) and fell upon thoſe that were left, when 
they had no apprehenſions of ſuch an encoun- 
ter, and put about two thouſand of them to 
the ſword. | 3 e INE 

Now Ceſtius making a deſcent from Prolomais, 
came to Cz/area; bur ſent part of his army 
before to Foppe, with orders to put a garriſon 
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into the town,” if they happened to prove able 
to take it; but if they foreſaw any likelihood 
of the enemy's making any ſally upon them, 
ot if che citizens found out their deſigns, then 
to wait the coming up of his men and the reſt 
of the army. But they, ſome going by ſea, 
and others by land, which they performed with 
great expedition, readily made themſelves maſ- 
ters of the city; and when the inhabitants 
could find no ways to eſcape, not were in any 
readineſs to make their defence, they fell fu- 
riouſly upon them, and put every one of them 
(with their families) to the ſword, then plun- 
dered the city, and burnt it. The number of 

the perſons who were ſlain at this time, amount- 


ed to eight thouſand and four hundred. And 


purſuing the ſame example, he ordered a con- 
ſiderable body of cavalry inro the toparchy of 
Narbatene, adjoining to Cæſarea, who ravaged 
the country, and made a great ſlaughter of the 
nations, and plundered their goods, and burnt 
their villages to aſhes, 1 
Ceſtius tent Gallus into Galilee at the head 
of the twelfth legion, and gave him as large a 
number of forces as in his opinion he thought 
was neceſſary to keep the nation within the 


bounds of its obedience: The ſtrong fortified 


town of Sepphoris, the beſt place of defence in 


all Galilee, received this army with demonſtra- 
tions of joy and gladneſs; and the other cities, 
following this prudent example, kept them- 
ſelves quiet. They who {till deſired change in 
the government withdrew to a mountain, 
called A/amon, ſituated in the very heart ct 


Galilee, overagainſt Sepphoris, Gallus led out 


his army againſt them: They, fo long as they 
kept themſelves in the higher places, with 
great caſe repulſed the Romans as they ap- 
proached them, and flew above two hundred 
of their body. But the Romans drawing 3 
compaſs, and by that means gaining the ſum- 
mits of the mountain, they were not able any 
longer to bear the ſhock, but preſently gave 
ground, and were defeated ; and neither the 
heavy armed among the defendants were in a 
condition to ſuſtain the attack of the Romans, 
nor, when their cavalry gave ground, and fied, 
did they offer to retreat: So that a few ſhelrer- 
ed themſelves in the faſtneſſes and inacceſſible 
parts of the mountain; and two thouſand and 
more were laid dead on the ſpot. | 


H A P. XIX. 


Of the actions performed by Ceſtius again/? the Jews, 


and of bis unexpected drawing 


_ of from Hieroſolyma, on his laying ſiege to it. Of the accidents which happened 


"To the Jews in his return. 


1 


| marched back to Cæſarea with 

his army, when he ſaw the Fews in Gali- 

lee peaceable and quiet; but Ceſtius mor ing 
om thence with all the forces he commanded, 


3 


an engagement, the Fews, frightened at their 


numbers, took to flight, and on the arrival of 


the enemy they burnt their tents which they 
had abandoned, and the neighbouring villages. 


ng From Av ipeeris, Ceſtius marched to Lydga, 


which he found abandoned by its inhabitants ; 
for all the people of the town were very near 
gone up to Hieroſolyma to be at the feaſt of ta- 
bernacleg. Fifty, who appeared before him, 

| being 
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being made a ſacrifice to his reſentment, and 


having laid the city in aſhes, he proceeded fur- 


ther; and making an aſcent through Bet horon, 


to a certain place called @abao, he pitched his 
camp here, being about fifty turlongs diſtance 


from Hieroſolpma. — : 

When the Jews ſaw that the feat of the war 
was coming to be fixed at their metropolis, 
they abandoned the worſhip of the feſtival, and 
haſtened to their arms; and placing their ſecu- 
rity in their number, without any order, and 
with a prodigious noiſe, ruſhed to the engage- 
ment, having no manner of regard to the ſe- 
venth day, which they generally kept ſolemn : 
For the ſabbath was held in great reverence by 
them. The extreme fury which baniſhed out 
of their minds their conſiderations they ought to 
have had for their religion, was the cauſe of 
their proving ſuperior in this engagement: For 
they fell upon the Romans with ſo much vio- 
tence, that they broke through the enemy's 
ranks, and ruſhed through the midſt of them, 
making a terrible laughter. So that, had not 
the horſe made a compaſs, and come up to the 
aſſiſtance of a party of the enemy which till 
maintained their ground, and ſuccoured the in- 
fantry that had ſtill breath to hold, Ceſtius's 
whole army had been expoſed to imminent 
danger. The loſs of the Romans fide. amounted 
to five hundred and fifteen, of which, four 
hundred were infantry, and the reſt cavalry; 


of the Fews, only two and twenty. Ihe moſt 


valiant in this engagement were Monobazus and 
Cemedens, relations of Monobazns, king of A- 
diebene; and next to them was Niger the Pera- 
ite; and Sas the Babylonian, who had revolted 
from king Agrippa to the Jews (for they had 
before ſerved under his colours). The Jes, 
finding themſelves puſhed hard in their front, 
drew back into the city; and Simon, the ſon of 
Giaras, falling upon the rear of the Romans, 
as they were marching up to Bet horon, made 
ſome diſorder among them, and having taken 
ſeveral aſſes loaden with ammunition and pro- 
viſion, he drove them into the city. And C 


tins abiding in the country three days, the 


Jews, ſeizing upon the places of aſcent, watch- 
ed the ways they thought he would take his 
rout through ; 1t being plain, had the Romans 
begun to march, that their deſigns were not to 
ſit full, | OTE BN e 
Wherefore, when Agrippa ſaw that the Ro- 
2144s were not totally clear of danger, when 
ſo great a multitude of enemies lay ſcattered 
up and down the Mountains, he reſolved to 
try what effect words would have on the Jews. 
He believed that he ſhould have influence ei- 
ther to perſuade all of them to deſiſt from the 
war, or that he ſhould remove thoſe who were 
of oppoſite ſentiments, from attempting any 
thing more as adverſaries. In conſequence of 
this reſolution,he ſent Borceus and Phæbus, two 
of his men,who were very well known to them, 
to give them a promiſe of Caſtius's entering into 


a league of friendſhip with them, and of an in- 


demnity being granted by the Romans, for all 
the crimes they had been guilty of, provided 
they would throw down their arms, and go 
over to their fide. Bur the ſeditious, fearing 


Frivivs JostÞnvs. 


all the multitude (through hope of ſecurity) 
might revolt to Agrippa, were upon determi- 
ning to put the ambaſſgdors he had ſent them 
to death. And, before they could find an op- 
portunity to deliver their meſſage, they ſlew 


| Phebus, (for Borceus, though wounded, had 
the good fortune tomake his eſcape) and forced 


into the city as many of the people as reſent. 


ed the action, by beating them with clubs 


and ſtaves, ub | "= 

- Ceftias conſidered, that this difference which 
had fallen between themſelves gave him a fait 
pretence to fall upon them; whereupon he 
marched. with his whole army, and putting 
them to flight, purſued them to the very gates 
of. Hieroſolyma. Having pitched his camp in a 
place called Scopus, about ſeven furlongs dif. 


tant from the city, he continued three days 


without doing any hoſtilities againſt the town, 
(probably ſuppoſing that the defendants within 
would ſurrender on certain articles) but ſent a 
conſiderable body of his army into the neigh- 


bouring villages ro make plunder of the corn 


they found. The fourth day, which was the 
thictieth of the month Hyperbereteus, having 
ordered his army, he marched with it into the 
city. The people were narrowly guarded by 


the ſeditious, and they, terrified at the mar- 


ſhalled ranks of the Romans, abandoned the 
exterior parts of the city, and threw themſelves 
into the inner city and the temple. But Ceftins 
puſhing his army in, ſet fire to Bezet ha, a place 
ſo called, and the Cænopolis, and the market- 
place of Matter, ſo named: Then marching in- 
to the higher city, he encamped himſelf juſt 
over the royal palace; and, if he had but that 
very hour ſcaled the walls, he had immediately 
made himſelf maſter of the city, and then it 
would have happened that he would have f- 
niſhed the war. But he was diverted ſrom his 
attempt by Tyrannius-Priſcus and ſome other 
officers, who had been bribed by Florus; and 
for this cauſe the war came to be drawn to ſo 
tedious a length, and the ill fortune of the Fews 
to be attended with ſuch dire calamities. 

In the mean time, ſeveral of the citizens of 
better note, perſuaded by Ananus, the foi of 
Jonathan, called upon Ceſtius as though they 
had been going to open the gates to him, But 
he, through a motive of diſdain, . and having 
ſome diſtruſt of their honour, made ſuch a long 
delay, that the ſeditious came to find out the 


treachery, and threw Ananus, with his conſe- 


derates, down from the wall, and oblige 
them, witrh the ſtones they caſt at them, 
to take ſhelter in their houſes; and then the 
(diſpoſing themſelves through the roy©) 
1howered down their darts upon thoſe who were 


attempting the walls. For three days the Ke. 


mans made their attacks, abour the walls, 0 
vain; but the next day, Ce/tins raking a pati 
of his choiceſt men, and his archers, made u 
aſſault on the'north-fide of the temple. 2 
Fews, who had planted themſelves in the Po 
tico's, repulſed them, and every time they mu 
their approaches to the walls bear them be f 
ſo that, overpowered with the multitude 0 
darts thrown by the enemy, they "Were 

to give back. But . thoſe of the Rπů,s bj 
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were in the foremoſt rank, having firmly applied 
their ſkields ro the walls, and the next rank to 
them following their example, and ap lying 
others, and in the, ſame männer others after 
them, they etected a fort of defence called a 
belt; whereby all the darts that were thrown 
became uſeleſs and vain; and the ſoldiers, with- 
out being expoſed to.them, had: an opportunity 
to undermine the walk: So that the temple 
gates were on the point of being ſet on fire. 

' Hereupon, the ſeditious were in the utmoſt 
conſternation imaginable, and many made their 
eſcape out of the city, as if the ſame had that 
moment been going to be taken. The people, 
upon this, began to be animated with new 
hopes; and, the ſeditious having, abandoned 
their poſts, they came with a deſign to open 
the gates, and let Ceſtius into the city as their 

benefactor: For had he made but a ſhort, but 
valiant reſiſtance in the ſiege, he had not been 
long in reducing the place to his obedience. 
But I am of opinion, that the proceedings of 
the ſeditious made God turn away from his 
own ſacred houſe, and that the impious tranſ- 
actions of late were the ſole reaſons that this 
day did not put a period to this war. 
' Herenpon Ceſus, who was both ignorant 
of the deſperate condition of the defendants, 
and the inclinations the people entertained for 
him, recalled his ſoldiers immediately away; 
and to every one's little expectation of the 
matter, dre off from the city without vindi- 
cating the loſs he had ſuſtained. This unex- 
pected retreat of his, animated the robbers 
with freſh courage, who, making a ſudden at- 
tack upon the hindmaſt, flew. a great number 
both of the horſe and foot. That night Ceftius 
= abode in the camp he had pitch'd at Scopus ; 
but marching the next further into the country, 
he gave his enemies a greater deſire to fall up- 
on him; who, ſallying upon the rear guard of 
his troops, made a ſlaughter ot them, and ruſh- 
ing from another part of the road they had 
poſted themſelves in, they flanked them with 
their darts. They in the hindpoſt part of the 
army ſuppoſing their purfuers were very nu- 
merous, had not courage to turn about and 
face thoſe who wounded them in the rear; 
nor durſt they endeavour to make any reſiſt- 
ance againſt thoſe who gauled them in their 
flanks, being heavy armed, and terribly afraid 
to have their ranks diſcompoſed and broken: 
Por the Fews they ſaw were light armed, and 
better able to make incurſions. Whence it 
W fell out, that they were expoſed to ſeveral in- 
We conveniencies and hardſhips, - but could give no 
annoyance to the enemy. Thus all the way 
bhey travelled, being expoſed to the ſallies gf 
dhe Jews, and ſeveral puſhed out of their ranks 
and ſlain, among whom was Priſcus, who com- 
manded the ſixth legion, and Longiuus the tri- 
une, and Aimiliys, ſurnamed Fucundus, who 
onmanded one of the wings, with much difli- 
caulty, and the loſs of a great part of their 
aSgage, they got to Gabao, where they had 
| encamped themſelves, where Ceftins ſtayed 
Vo days in an uncertainty what meaſures to 
ae. But the next day, when he ſaw the ene- 


5 in their numbers, and that all rhe 
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places round were full-of Fees, he came ar laſt 
to underſtand; that his delay had been of dif- 
advantage to him, and that, Thouſd he ſtay 
there any longer, he ſhould have a greater 
number of adverſaries to deal with. nn 
In conſequence hereof, that he might make 
his retreat as-quick as the' time would permir, 
he commanded his men to throw away every 
thing that might prove of any hindrance to 
them in their march: And accordingly, having 


lain the mules and other aſſes, ſetting aſide 
thoſe which carried their arrows and engines, 


(for they preſerved theſe as they might be of 
ſervice to them, and chiefly, as they. feared, 
ſhould the Fews chance to take them, they 
might be turned-againſt themſelves, and to their 
own deſtruction) he led his army to the very 
gates of Betharon, While they, were in the 
more open parts of the country, the Jes were 
leſs eager in diſturbing them; but always when 
they came to be hemmed in in the narrower 
paſſages, ſome always came. upon them and diſ- 
puted the paſſages with them, while others 
puſhed upon their rear, and forced them into 
the faſtneſs, the whole multitude of the Fews 
covering the two ends of the way all the time 
burying them with their darts : So that the in- 
fantry, at a loſs how to defend and ſecure them- 
ſelves, from their darts, put the. cavalry into 
greater danger aud diforder. For neither could 
they keep their ranks together and march in 
any order, for the darts that ſhowered down 
upon them; nor would the ſteepneſs of the 
place, which, denied them the uſe of their 
horſes, ſuffer them to go againſt their enemies? 
And on the other fide were nothing but preci- 
pices and caverns, into which they were hur- 
ried ; ſo that they had no opportunity to make 
their eſcape, nor could think of any means to 
defend themſelves, but, infatuated, and like 
deſperate men, they began to mourn and la- 
ment their cruel deſtiny ; and, to add to their 


mortification, the glad thouts and enraged ac- 


clamations of the Fes, reſounded in their ears. 
Had not night approached, Ceſtius and his 
whole army had, in all probability, been taken; 
but the Romans fortunately, in the dark, got 
ta Bethoraa ; and the Jews, having poſted them- 
ſelves 1n ail the avenues round, narrowly ob- 
ſerved their coming out. | 


z/tius now deſpairing of making his march 
openly, conſulted how he ſhould form his eſ- 
cape ; and having ſelected about four hundred 
of his valianteſt men, he diſpoſed them up and 
down the fortreſſes, with orders, as ſoon as 
they had mounted guard, to ſet up the ftan- 
dards of thoſe in the camp, which would make 
che Fews think that all the forces were there. 
He, in the mean time, ſilently marched on a 
matter of thirty furlongs; the Fews, in the 
morning, ſeeing the place abandoned where 
they had took up their quarters, fell upon the 
four hundred who had deceiv'd them, aud pre- 
{ently cruthed them with their darts, and then 
gave chace to Ceſtius But he, having ſecured 
the better part of the night before, and it be- 
ing now day, he made a more expeditious 
march; ſo that the ſoldiers, - through fear, letr 
behind them their clepoles and catapultæ, and 

77 ſeveral 
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ſeveral other martial inſtruments ; which the 
Fews chancing to take up, they uſed them af- 
terwards againſt thoſe who had thrown them 
away. They purſued the Romans to the very 
gates of Antipatris, but finding themſelves re- 
pulſed from following them any farther, as they 
returned, they took up the engines of war the 
enemy had left behind them, and rifled the 
ſlain; and gathered together all the plunder 
: | | | | 


"'Fiavivs/Josrernvs 
they had ſuffered to remain behind them; and 
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with ſongs of gladneſs and rejoicing they mar- 
ched back to Hieroſolyma, having loſt but a 
ſmall number of their countrymen, and ſlain of 
the Romans and their auxiliaries five thouſand 
and three hundred foot, and three hundred and 
eighty horſe. "Theſe actions were performed 
on the eighth day of the month Dius, in the 
twelfth year of Nero's reign. 


CHAP, XX. 


Ambaſſadors are ſent to Nero by Ceſtius. 


The Damaſcenes lay the Jews who 907 


bited among them. The Hieroſolymites return to their City from purſuing Ceſtius, 
and having ſettled their Affairs, conſtitute ſeveral Officers, and among them the 
Author of this Hiſtory. Some Remarks on the Government of Joſephus. 


FT ER theſe ſufferings of C ius, ſeve- 
ral Fews, of the higher rank, abandon'd 
the city, as if nothing but deſtruction threaten- 
ed, and the ſhip of the ſtate was going to ſink. 
In conſequence hereof, Coſtobarus and Saul, 
who were brothers, and Philip, the ſon of Fa- 
cim, (for he was the general of Agrippa's army) 
_ departed ſecretly out of the city, and went o- 
ver to Ceſtius. We ſhall take notice, in the ſe- 
quel, how Antipas, who was beſieged with 
thoſe perſons in the royal palace, but would 
not accompany them in their flight, was put to 
death by the ſedit ious. Ceſtius, as Saul and 
the reſt of his aſſociates had petitioned, ſent 
them to Nero, then in Achaia, to repreſent 
their own caſe, and lay on Florus the beginning 
of the war, hoping in this to make the emperor 
angry with him, and remove ſome of the dan- 
ger that threatened himſelf, 

At this time, the late deſtruction which the 
Romans had ſuſtained, coming to the ears of the 
Damaſcenes, they induſtriouſly went about to 
put thoſe Fews to death who refided among 
them. They called to mind how they had 
ſuſpected them when they were aſſembled be- 
fore in the amphitheatre, and that this might 
be done again, and render their deſign eaſy to 
be put in execution. But they had apprehen- 
ſions of their wives, who, to à ſoul, favour'd 

the Fewi/b religion; wheretore their chief care 
was to conceal their ſcheme from them. In 


ſhort, ten thouſand Fews were 1n the ſpace of. 


one hour, without any difficulty, put to death. 
As they were pent up in a narrow compaſs of 
ground, and without arms, and defenceleſs, 
when they were ſet upon. 

After they who had purſued C:fins in his 
retreat were come back to Hieroſolyma, they, 
partly by compulſive means, and partly by flat- 
teries and fair ſpeeches, got thoſe who were in 
the Roman intereſt to unite with them, and 
then aſſembling together in the temple, they 
created more officers to carry on the war. 'The 
election fell upon Joſephus, the ſon of Gorton, 
and Ananns the prieſt, who were veſted in the 
principal authority of the city, and were the 
chief inſtraments in rebuilding the walls of the 
city: For Eleazar, the fon of Simon, though 
he had in his hands a large booty, which he 
had obtained from the Romans, and a great 


deal of money which he had taken from Ceſi- 
us, and large ſums belonging to the publick 
treaſure, was rejected, and they would not 
admit him to any conſiderable poſt, becauſe 
they found his inclinations for tyranny, and his 
followers, attend him in the manner of a body Wi 
guard. But in a ſhort time he ſo wrought up- 
on the people by his artifices and money, that 
they gave him an implicit obedience in all 
things. | | n F148" 
Others were choſen generals to be ſent. into 
Galilee, namely, Jeſus, the ſon of Sapphias, 
one of the prieſts, and Eleazar, the ſon of 4- 
nanias the prieſt. Niger, who was now go- 
vernor of Idumea, (being born in a country be- 
yond Jordan, whence he was ſurnamed Peraites) 
had orders given him to pay obedience to theſe 
generals. They took care to ſupply other 
countries, ſending Fo/eph, the ſon of Simon, to 
Hieric ho, and Manaſſes into Perea. John, the 
Eſſean, was commanded to govern the topat- 
chy of Thamna; Lydda, Ammaus, and Foppe, 
were annexed to his principality. Jobs, the 
ſon of Ananias, was ſet over the toparchies of 
Gophius and Acrabatene ; and Joſephus, theon 
of Matthias, gyer both Galilees ; and Gamal, 
the beſt forriffed City in that country, was an- 
nexed to his governmenn. 
All the other governors who were appointed 
managed the places entruſted to them accotd- 
ing to their abilities and pleaſure ; but upon 
Fo/ephus's taking upon him the government 
Galilee, his firſt care was to pag the affec- 
tion of the natives, as well knowing that thb 
once obtained, would prove an efficacious meals 
of making him ſucceed in moſt of his under- 
takings, though others were attended with " 
proſperity. When he had maturely Weg 1 
this conſideration within his breaſt, that 
ſhould attach to his intereſt the more po 
inhabitants, if he granted them a ſhare * 
government with him; but that all ne 
would be his friends, if he appointed the Fe , 
part of the provincial buſineſs to be tran ther 
by their natives, and perſons to my of 
were accuſtomed, he felected the num 1 
ſeventy of the elders of their cou . 
were men of the greateſt prudence, an pon 
them with the authority over Galilee, a7 80 
ing ſeven over each city to determine 1 
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leſs moment, but buſineſs of more importance 


by himſelf and the ſeventy elders. . 


a plan of laws to govern themſelves by, he 
took care to ſecure them from any foreign in- 


places of conſequence with walls, ſuch as Fo- 
tapat, Berſabæ, Selamis, Capharecc ho, Japh, 
Sigo, and the mountain called Habyrius, and 
Jaricheæ, and Tiberias, and the Deus at the 
lake of Genneſar. Theſe were in the lower 
Galilee. He fortified the following places in 
the higher Galilee ; namely, the rock of the 
Achabari, ſo called, and Seph, Famnith, and 
Meroth. In Gaulanitis he ſurrounded with 
walls Seleucia, Sogane, and Gamala, He left 
the Sepphorites at their own liberty to build 
themſclves a wall for their city, as he found 
they had money ſufficient, and ſhewed great 


1 


After the ſame example, Gi/chal whs walled 
about by John, the ſon of Levi, and the in- 
habirants, at their proper expence, as Fo/ephus 
had commanded them. Bur ar repairing all the 
other fortifications, Foſephus was preſent, both 
in giving orders, and aſſiſting the works. Be- 
ſides, he muſtered out of Galilee an army of an 
hundred thouſand youth, and more, which he 
furniſhed with Veteran arms, as had been col- 
lected up and down. | | 
After conſidering that the Roman courage 
was become inſuperable, and that their ſoldiers 
were always ready at the word of command, 
and frequently exerciſed to the uſe of their 
arms, he, through the neceſſity of keeping up 
a ſtrict military diſcipline, having a plain exam- 
ple before his eyes, that the readineſs where- 
with the Roman ſoldiers on all occaſions ſhew'd 
their duty, was purely owing to the great 
number of officers appointed over them; and 
this conſideration made him form and divide 
the army under his command more after the 
Roman manner of diſcipline, and conſtitute a 
larger number of officers over the ſeveral com- 
panies in it. Add to this, he made ſeveral di- 
viſions of his ſoldiers, over whom he put de- 
curions, and centurions, and tribunes, and other 
officers, with command over larger companies 
of men. He inſtructed them in what manner 
they were to give one another the watch word, 
how to ſound a charge or a retreat, the method 
of the wings engaging, how to wheel about; 
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; Of John the Giſcalene. Joſephus o Pp 


HILE Fo/ephus continued thus to go- 
| vern the affairs of Galilee, a perſon 
named Fohn, the ſon of Levi, who had his ori- 
ginal from Giſc hal, and was a traitor, roſe up, 
deing a man of conſummate artifice and cun- 
ung, the moſt deceiful of all the nobler Jews, 
asd in iniquiry ſurpaſſing all: His poverty had 


Of the JEWISH WAR. 


and capital ſuits, he reſerved to be determin'd 


out; how to partake of the danger with them; 
After he had diſtributed to the ſeveral cities 


vaſion; and knowing that the Romans would 
make their inroads into Galilee, he fortified the 


readineſs to act as. confederates in the war. 
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after what ſort they were to give aſſiſtance to 
that part of the army that ould be wearied 


* * o 


and to theſe leſſons he added ah home remon- 
ſtrance of the things that begat courage and 
valour in the ſoul, and enured their bodies to 
undergo labour and fatigues. But he chiefly 
inſiſted on the advantages of bravery and forti- 
tude, and trained them to the love of martial 
exerciſes, by ſetting before them what was the. 
true characteriſtick of a ſoldier, and the mo- 
deſty of the Roman army to all; and acquaint- 
ing them, that they were going to tight with 
men who had ſubdued to their obedience the 
major part of the world by their extraordinary 
bodily ſtrength, and the great fortitude of their 
ſouls; adding further, in what manner they 
were to put his commands in execution at the 
time of the war: But that before they came 
to the field of battle, he would make the ex- 
periment if they had probity ſufficient to keep 
their hands from thefts, robberies, and depre- 
dations, miſcarriages to which they had been 
too much accuſtomed, and from-detranding and 
cozening their own countrymen; and from the 
ſentiment, that what was for the greateſt diſ- 
advantage of their countrymen, was to be em- 
braced by them as their emolument and advan- 
tage: For thar thoſe campaigns were carried on 
with the beſt ſucceſs wherein the ſoldiers could 
boaſt of a good conſcience; for they who were 
iniquitous at home, would not only find thoſe 
their adverſaries who came againſt them, bur 
alſo God their enemy. | 
He did not ceaſe to uſe many admonitions of 
this kind to inſtil good ſentiments into the 
breaſts of his men; and the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for carrying on the war were already pro- 
vided by him, namely, threeſcore thouſand 
toot, and two hundred and fifty horſe, beſides 
four thouſand and five hundred mercenaries, 
wherein he much confided. And as a body 
guard, he had about him fix hundred choice 
men. Excepting the mercenaries, the reſt of 
the army were eaſily provided for by the ci- 
ties; for each of them which we have taken 
notice of above, after having deputed halt of 
their number to the management of the war, 
kept the other halt to provide neceſſaries for 
them: So that but one part was deſtined to 
the uſe of arms; and the other employed in 
making their works, and ſupplying them with 
corn to ſecure their brethren. : 


e 
ppoſes his Snares in Kind, and takes ſome Cities 
that had revolted from him. 


expoſed him to many great ſtruggles, and his 
want had proved a main obſtruction to the put- 
ting in execution his malicious purpoſes. He 
had a ready faculty, and was trained up to vent 
falſhoods and lies: He was notable in gloſſing 
over the forgeries he uttered with the ſpecious 
appearances of credulity and truth; he rec- 


koned 
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koned corening and deceit among the number of 


fine ac liſnments, and generally put theſe 
ſeveral methods in practice againſt thoſe of his 
neareſt acquaintance; he pretended much to 
humanity, and, through an hope of making his 
advantage, he was extremely thirſty after blood; 
he was always an affecter of momentous mat- 
ters, and things of the greateſt conſequence, 
and grounded and cheriſhed his hopes on diſ- 
honourable and baſe ſchemes. He was a robber 
of a ſingular kind, and by himſelf ar firſt, but 
in proceſs of time he found out ſome perſons 
who made themſelves accomplices with him in 
his bold and preſumptuous undertakings. Their 
number at firſt was but ſmall, but the account 
ſwelled every day larger, till his depredat ions 
became of fatal conſequences. *T was his prin- 


cipal care to join none with him whom he 


thought would eafily be taken; but they who 
were diſtinguiſhed for a fine habit of body, a 
conſtancy of foul, and underflanding in the art 
military, thoſe he choſe. Thus he collected 
and got together a band of men, to the num- 
ber of four thouſand, the chiefeſt part of whom 
flock*d to him out of the country of the Hri- 
ans, and the neigbbonring villages ; and, by 
their aſſiſtance, he committed vaſt havock and 
ſpoil throughout all Galilee, and gave occaſion 
of offence to many who were in a doubtful ex- 
pectation of the war. | 


His ambition now puſh'd him on to ſeize on 


the government, and his deſires prompted him 
do aim at higher matters; but the want of mo- 
ney put inſurmountable impediments in his 
way: When he found Joſephus well pleaſed 
with the induſtrious ſteps he took, his firſt bu- 
finefs was to perſuade him to entruſt the re- 
building of the walls of Hiercſolyma to his care 
and management, in which he ſucceeded ,where- 
by he made conſiderable advantage of the weal- 
thier fort, to enrich himſelf; and then, by a 
piece of the moſt artful contrivance and dex- 
rerity, whereby he had ſo managed it, thar all 
thoſe Jews who inhabited Syria, ſhould . be pro- 
hibited the uſe of oil, which was not prepared 
by their countrymen ; he got Fo/ephus to 
veſt in him the ſole privilege of ſending them 
dil to their frontiers, and afterwards buying 
up a large quantity of oil at the price of the 
Tyrian coin for every four quarts, which an- 
ſwereth to four Athenian drachms, he ſold half 
a quart back again at the very ſame price; and 
finding that Galilee was very well ftored with 
oil, eſpecially at that time when it abounded 
with it, ſo long as he had the ſole power of 
ſending what quantities he pleaſed into thoſe 
places where there was a ſcarcity, he amaſſed 
together a prodigious deal of money, which he 
converted afterwards againſt him who had been 
his benefactor, and granted him the licence of 
making the advantage. And ſuppoting (ſhould 
he have the fortune to ruin Fo/ephus) he 
ſhould be in a capacity of putting himſelf at 
the head of affairs in Gal. lee, he gave orders to 
the robbers, over whom he commanded, to pur- 
ſue their depredations with greater carneſtneſs, 
that, while ſeveral parties of them were em- 
broiling affairs in different parts of the country, 
they might have an opportunity in ſome place 
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happening to awake out of his ſeep aun“ 
| TE "re —* remained with him ace 


condition, not the vaſt number of 
ardiy thoughts inte his mind, ar ten h, 


BOOK II 
or other either to fall upon the governor as he 
came to relieve the places from their ambuſ- 
cades, or, ſhould he overlook the ackions of 
the robbers, he might have a fair pretence of 
accuſing him to his ſubjects: Then ſtretching 
the matter to a greater length, he invented 
ſeveral forgeries againſt him, as though the in. 
rentions of Joſephus had really been to-betray 
to the Romans evety thing that was to be put 
in execution: And abundance of ſuch like mat- 
ters as theſe did he invent, in order to over. 
throw his power and authority. _ | 
About the ſame time, a band of young fel, 
lows, who'belonged to the town of Dabaritii, 
having poſted themſelves in the great plain, 
lay in ambuſh for Prolomy, the procurator of 
Agrippa, and Berenice, and at a convenient tine 
{allied out, and robbed him of all the baggage 
he had with him, which conſiſted of no ſmall 
quantity of rich clothes, a great number of 
veſſels of ſilver, and ſix hundred golden drachms, 
But having no opportunity to hide or conceal 
the booty they had thus obtained by theft and 
violence, they carried the whole plunder to 
Foſephrs, then at Tarichez ; who, after he had 
reprimanded them for the inſult and robbery 
1 had committed on the ſubjects of the king; 
took care to put every thing they had brought 
into the cuſtody of Aneas, a perſon of the 
greateſt authority among the Tarichezates, with 
a defign he ſhould on the firſt conventency re- 
ſtore the goods to their owners (an action 
which involved him in a danger of the wol 
conſequence.) For they who had committed 
this robbery, being extremely offended that no 
part of the ſpoil ſhould fall to their ſhares who 
had brought it, and ſeeing clearly into the dtiſt 
and defign of Foſephus, which was to make the 
pains and labour they had been at a means of 
doing a compliment to the kings, every one of 
them in the night time broke into the ſercral 
towns and villages, and openty gave out to al 
they found, that Foſephys was to be accounted 
a traitor to his country. Nor did they ſtop 
here; bat the neighbouring cities were all put 
up into an uproar by the fuggeſtions they po- 
cured to be ſcattered about: So that early next 
morning an hundred thouſand men at arms ral 
out to meet him. This prodigious numbet wet 
together in the circus at Tarichez, Where thty 
vented their paſfion in loud exclamations, ſome 
crying out for the traitor to be depoſed, and 
others for his being burnt. All this time obs 
was carrying on his ſchemes, who, with el, 
the ſon of Fapphias, at that time the head ma- 
giſtrate of Ziberi as, worked up their diſſention, 
and reduced a great many to a worſe tempet 
than ever. And thoſe who were friends oy 
ſepbus, and guarded his perſon, being frighten 
at the union of ſo latge a multitude, e 
voured to fave themſelves by flight, exceb 
four, who kept ſtedfaſt to him. In the i 
he (the houſe he lodged in being ſet 0 i 


and rie, 
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mak e his eſcape; but 


were come apainſt him, could 
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with aſhes, placing his arms behind him, and 
tying his {word to his neck, he preſently ſal- 
lied out of the. houſe; and appeared before 
them; which melted the hearts of his ſervants, 
and the Taricheates, to vaſt compaſſioi. But 
the ruſtick crowd, and their neighbours, who 
entertained a worſe opinion of him, caſt their 
ſcurrilous language at him, and ordered him to 
produce immediately the publick money that 
had been brought him, and diſcover his trea- 
cherous deſigns (for they concluded, from the 
appearance he made, that he would not go a- 
bout to deny any thing he was ſuſpected of:) 
And, for his part, he put every thing and 
thought to the ſtretch, that, he imagin'd, would 
gain their pity. For his ſole aim was to pro- 
cure liberty to juſtify himſelf. This 2 
humiliry and condeſcenſion, effectually ſecure 
him a way to put a ſtratagem he had in view, 
in execution ; and, to that end, pretending a 
great deal of diſſimulation, he flattered himſelf 
that he ſhould be able to make thoſe who had 
animoſities againſt him, above the preſent heats 
they proſecuted him with, to diſagree between 
themſelves. In ſhort, after he had obtained 
leave to open himſelf, he began thus: My 
thoughts, ſaid he, were far from either ſend- 
ing the money, in queſtion, to Agrippa, or 
keeping them to make any particular adyan- 
tage from them to myſelf, For I never took 
him to be a friend, who was an enemy to you, 
or conſidered that as an advantage, which 
was attended with ill conſequences to the 
commonwealth. But when I conſidered, O 
men of Tarichez, that your city had extraor- 
dinary occaſion, even above any of the other 
cities, of being fortified, and that you were 
n extreme want of money to rebuild your 
walls; and was apprehenſive, for fear the in- 
habitants of Tiberias ſhould ſeize upon the 
money, and promote their treacherous deſigns, 
I reſolved within myſelf ſecretly to keep the 
money by me, that I might be in a capacity 
of building your walls. Now, if this is an 
action that diſpleaſes you, I am ready to 
; produce what have been brought me, and to 
exhibit a faithful account of what were taken. 
But if it ſhall be found that I have not con- 
: ulred or done what is your real intereſt and 
: advantage, you are at liberty to exact puniſh- 
ment of him who is your benefaCtor.” | 
This ſpeech had the effect he wiſhed over 
the Tarichzates, who ſpoke and pronounced 
Bur! good and commendable thing of him: 
— the Tiberians, joined with others, ridicu- 
- _ n; _ even . 
I zart, both parties left Joſeph , and began 
do diſagree amon wee Pale his was This 
\ vantage he deſired to gain; and his hopes 
a 0 e grounded on the Tarichæates, who 
we. ty thouſand in number, and of the ſame 
ro. with himſelf, he took a freer liberty 
urs _— the whole multitude. And having 
| WC <Q a great deal on their temerity and 
2 rede aſſembling together, he repreſent- 
had ten, © That with the ſum of money he 
| © ve men in his cuſtody, he would fortify and 
|, engthen Tarichee, and was ready to pur 


mY 8 cities into a better condition of ſe- 
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but, rending his garment, and covering his head 
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* curity. For they ſhould have no reaſon of 
© making complaints of the want of money; 
<_would but they agree with him in entertaining 
© the ſame ſentiments as he did. of thoſe who 
© were to ſupply it, and not keep alive a train 
of injurious animoſities againſt him; who was 
© the ſole cauſe of procuring it for tliem.* 

In conſequence hereof, the other part of the 
multitude, who had been gulled with this ſpe- 
cious reaſoning, withdrew, though not altoge- 
ther yet pacified and made eaſy ; during which, 
two thouſand others in arms haſtened to find 
him out, (who had fortunately got the ſtart of 
them, and ſhut himſelf up in his houſe) and 
K themſelves before his gates, threatening 

im with utter ruin and deſtruction. Foſephus 
was now obliged to have recoutſe again to ſtra- 


tagem, in order to quell their ſedition. Accord- 


ingly, he went wp to the higher part of his 
houſe, and beckoning with his right hand to be 
{till and quiet a while, he told them, That he 
Vas at a loſs to know what it was they waut- 
ed of him; for he was not able to hear any 
« thing for the clamour and noiſe they made, 
© which confotinded him : But that he would 
© comply with atiy thing they deſired of him, 
provided they were willing that ſome among 
© them ſhould be introduced to him, and ne- 
2 ee their buſineſs in a peaceable and 
* friendly manner. Upon this news, ſome of 
the more noble ſort among them, with their 
magiſtrates, entered the houſe, to confer withi 
him. Joſephus, on their admittance, conducted 
them to the moſt retired apartment of the 
houfe, and, having ordered the doors of the 
hall to be opened, he exerciſed the laſhes fo 
long upon their bodies, till he made every rib 
under their skin appear. All this while the 
multitude ſtood round the houſe, concluding 
that their ambaſſadors were got into a longer 
diſcourſe than ordinary. But Fo/ephus ſuddenly 
having ordered the gates to be opened, diſ- 
miſs'd the men in the bloody and terrible con- 
dition they were in; which ſo terrified thoſe 
that had threatened ruin to Joſephus ſo late, 
that they threw down their arms, and fled. 

Theſe circumſtances ſwell'd John's hatred to 
a great height, who invented other treacherous 
ſchemes againſt Fo/ephus, and, under a pretence 
of illneſs, ſent Foſephus a letter, wherein he 
begged him to give him liberty to uſe the hot 
baths at Ziberias for the recovery of his health. 
According to this requeſt, he, having as yet 
entertained no ſuſpicion ot him, wrote to the 
governors of the city, to provide John with a 
houſe and other neceſſaries; which he having 
obtained, he put in practice, two days after, 
the ſcheme he came about; for having artfully 
and fraudulently circumvented ſome, and ſome 
corrupted with money, he perſuaded them to 
abandon Joſephus. But Silas, who had been 
appointed governor of the city by Fo/ephus, 
when he came to hear of his actions, immedi- 
ately wrote him a letter, wherein he made 
known the treachery. Fo/ephas, as ſoon as he 
had received the letter, haſten'd his journey in 
the night time, and early next motning arrived 
at Tiberias, whereiipon the inhabitants came 
out in throngs to meet him. Fohn, who con- 
cluded his coming, was mainly againſt him, ſent 


70 one 
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one of his domeſt icks to him nevertheleſs, and | 
pretended great indiſpoſition from his illneſs, 
and how he was e to keep his bed; and 


rherefore ſaid he could not pay him his reſpects; 
as he would. But the Tiberians, having aſſem- 
bled together according to order of Folephits, 
the very moment he was going to barangue, 
them about the letter, a party ot men at arms, 
by command of Fohy, appeared with orders to 
put him to death; whom the people ſeeing, 
with their drawn ſwords approaching them, 
preſently gave a great ſhout: At which, 70 
ſephus turning to the noiſe, when he ſaw the 
fatal point almoſt at, his throat, he jumped 
down, and made the beſt way he could to the 
ſhore, (for he ſtood on an eminence fix foot 
high, in order to ſpeak to the people) where 
fortunately getting aboard a veſſel, which 
luckily was there, he made directly into the 
middle of the lake, only with two ſervants be- 
longing to his body- guard. e e e 

Hereupon his ſoldiers preſently ſnatch'd up 
their arms, and march'd againſt the traitors. 
This giving Fo/ephas frighttul ideas, leſt a civil 
war ſhould take riſe from hence, and the city 
be made a ſacrifice, and laid in aſhes, through 
the envious temper of a few, KVerid cer- 
rain perſons about him to go ad admoniſh 
them to look principally and only to their own 
ſafety, and neither put any one to death, or 
charge any one with any fault or miſcariage. 
lu obedience hereunto, they deſiſted from any 
further attempts: However, they who dwelt 
in the neighbourhood, and had received the 
news of this treachery, and of him who had 


offered to put it in execution, aſſembled to- 
gether, and went againſt 7hn. But he got 


the ſtart of them, and withdrew to Giſchal, 
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whom he preferred ſeveral groundleſs charges 
againſt Fe/ephas; namely, how he had collect. 
ed together a vaſt multitude of forces, and re- 
preſented, ſhould not mature means be taken 
to prevent him, he would (probably) have re- 
courſe to tyrannick methods, and make himſelf 
maſter of their metropolis... Theſe ſuggeſtions 
were no more than what the people 9 7 
imbibed; but they gave no re ard to the re- 
monſtrances made by the meſſengers : Some, 
however, of the principal citizens, and of the 
magiſtrates, , through envy. to Fo/ephas,. ſen 
privarely a ſum of money 10 John, to enlif 
mercenaries, that he might be in a condition to 
oppoſe the 'aims of Fo/ephus; and the matter 
was at length concluded between them to re- 
call him from placing himſelf at the head of an 
army. Notwithſtanding, they did not think 
their decree of ſufficient force of itſelf, but 
ſent two thouſand and five hundred armed men, 


and four perſons of diſtinction, namely, Ja- 


Zar, the ſon of Mmicus, and Ananias, the fon 


of Sadducus, and Simon and Fudas, the ſons 


of Fonathan, all four of excellent tongue, and 


. 


5755 orators, in order to draw the people off 


o 


rom the loyalty they had to Fo/ephus, and if 
ſo be he voluntarily would return, they ſhould 
give him libetty to reſtore an account of him- 
ſelf ; but if he inſiſted to remain in his govern- 
ment, then they were to declare him an enewy 
to the ſtate. The friends of Joſephus, in their | 
letters to him, ſignified, that the coming of the 
ſoldiers was againſt him; but they made not 
the leaſt mention of the reaſon of their coming, 
namely, becauſe the counſels of his enemies had 
been carried on in the greateſt ſecrecy. Hence 
it came, that, as he had. no forewarning of 
their deſigns, and had made no proviſion to op- 
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poſe their ſchemes, four cities, to wit, p- 
phoris, Gamala, Giſc hal, and Tiberias, te- 
volted to his adverſaries the very moment 
they were arrived. But he had the good for- 


the place of his birth. Mean time, the Ga-. 
leans, every one out of their cities, flock'd. to 
Foſephns, and having met together to the num- 
ber of many thouſands in arms, they cried 
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aloud, that they were come prepared to go a- 
gainſt John, the common enemy, and to lay in 
aſhes him and the city that had given him birth. 
He told them, hereupon, that their loyalty 
and obedience were very acceptable to him; 


tune not to be long in retaking theſe cities, 
without having recourſe to arms; and making 
priſoners of the four commanders by the fits- 
tagems he put in execution, and ſending to H- 
roſolyma thoſe of the chiefeſt note, and of the 


but he reſtrained them from commiting any vio- 
lence, being rather deſirous that the conqueſt 
he made over his enemies ſhould be owing to 
his prudence than his ſword. When he had 
got a liſt of the names of thoſe of the ſeveral 
cities who had revolted with Fohn, (tor the 
commoner ſort were ready enough to diſcover 
their countrymen) he iſſued out a proclamation 
bythe voice of an herald, thar, provided they, 
who were included in the defection, did nor 
abandon John within five days, he would ra- 
vage their eſtates, and burn their houſes and 
families together, by which method he cauſed 
a matter of three thouſand to leave the inte- 
reſts of John, who came and threw down their 
arms at his feet. Fob», thus finding his party 
decreaſe, with the reſt who ſtood ſtedfaſt to 
him, being about two thouſand Syrian fugi- 
tives, had recourſe to more ſecret ſtratagems, 
when he found his more open ones would not 
do, In conſequence hereof, he diſpatched away 
privately to Hieroſolh ma certain meſſengers, by 


moſt, power, againſt whom, the people, at thel 
arrival, expreſs'd their great reſentment an 
indigoation ; and had quickly put them, al 
thoſe who had accompanied them, to death, 28 
a ſacrifice to their rage and fury, had they not 
taken care to be before hand with them, ® 
made their eſcape a little before they Were go: 
ing to put their reſolution in force. Mi 
ohn, after this, through fear of Ta” 
kept himſelf cloſe within the walls of ein : 
And not many days paſs'd, before Tiberias, 0" 
the inhabitants had petitioned king uf 
lend them his affiftance, withdrew from, tt . 
obedience to the goverument of Fo/ep9% f 
not coming to them on the appointed 50 fl 
an handful of Roman ſoldiers, who Were * 
men, appearing before their walls the very 54 
day, made them give out that 0% Wo 
nilked their city. The rumcur of mY -cauſt 
was not long in reaching Tariche ; An "be cor 
all his men were ſent our to collect allt condi 
they could get, he tound himſelf in 0 cf 
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Wherefore he was redet 
with ſtratagems, as the ſur 
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tion to venture his perſon. by. himſelt, againſt 
the deſerters ; nor durſt he remain where- he 
was, apprehending, ſhould he deter the time; 
the royaliſts would make themſelves maſters of 
the city before him. Nor was he able to put 
any thing in execution the next day, which was 
a fabbath, and therefore obſtructed his deſigns. 
to ply the deſerters 
ſureſt way to gain his 
ends over them: And accordingly, after he had 
iven orders for the gates of T iebe⸗ to be 
th that no one might make a e of, 
t 


or betray the ſtratagem he deſigned again 
citizens of Tiberius, and after he had collected 
together all the veſſels he found in the lake, 


(being about two hundred and thirty, into each 
of which he put four mariners, and no more) 


he failed with all the expedition he could to 


Tiberias; and when he came within ſuch a 
length of ſpace from the city, that he could 
juſt be diſcerned, he ordered the veſſels that 
were empty. to be let looſe, and float upon the 
water, while he, with ſeven of his body guard, 
and thoſe unarm'd, approach'd nearer the ſhore, 
in order to ſhow himſelf, When his enemies, 
who were yet in an opprobrious mood againſt 
him, beheld him from their walls, (and {truck 
with aſtoniſhment, as they imagin'd the veſſels 


| were full of armed men) they threw down 


their arms, and ſtretching out their hands, beg- 


* 


ged, in a ſuppliant manner, that he would ſpare 
their city. | | e 
Hereupon Jo/ephns terrified them with a 
great many menaces and threatenings, and re- 
proached them with having been the firſt of all 
the cities who had uſed the Romans in an ho 
tile manner, and waſted their own ſtrength by 
the diviſions that had ſubſiſted among them, 
and that they had done thoſe things which 
could not have happen'd better ro their ene- 
mies, or more to their wiſhes ; and then he re- 
minded them of their eagerneſs and haſte to 
ſuppreſs him, who was the only guardian of 


their ſecurity ; and that they had not bluſh'd 


to ſhut the gates of their city againſt him who 
had taken care, and been mainly inſtrumental 
in having it fortified ; telling them, that he was 
tar from re jecting thoſe who would come and 
account for their paſt crimes, by which means 
he might be put into a capacity of affording ſe- 


berians, who were of the great rank and au- 


of . the enemy, refuſed to 
ſaw Joſephus ſta 
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thority, immediately went to him, whom he 
put into one of the ſhips, and conveyed them 
a- ſar off; but he gave orders for fifty o hers of 
the ſenators, and thoſe of principal figure, to 
come to him, as though his intentions were to 


have from them ſome terms of fidelity; aftet 


which, he pretended freſh cauſes of complaint, 
and, under colour of treating with the 77ber;- 
ans, ſummoned numbers after numbers to come 
on board, and then commanded the captains (f 
thoſe veſſels which were filled, to make the 
quickeſt diſpatch back to Taric heæ, and throw 
the men into priſon, And thus the whole ſe- 
nate, to the number of ninety, and about two 
thouſand of the vulgar ſort, fell into his hands, 
whom he put on board the veſſels, and carried 


with him to 7 arichee.. . 


The reſt who remained behind, exclaiming 
aloud that one Clitus had been the principal 
author of the defeCtion, and begging that his 
reſentment might fall upon him, Fo/ephas, who 
had reſolv'd within himſelf to put none of his 
countrymen to death, commanded one Levias, 


who belonged to his body-guard, to go a-ſhore 


and cut off the hands of Clitus. But he, fear- 
ing to expoſe himſelf alone amidſt the crowd 

When Citus 
nan in Undef the veſſels, in 
an angry mood, and ready to leap out and 
come and puniſh him himſelf, he ſuppliantly 
begged from the ſhore to ler him have one of 
his hands whole; which Foſephus granting him, 
on condition he himſelf cut off the other, he 


put his right hand to his ſword, and drew it, 


and then lopp'd off his left hand, being ſo much 
afraid of Joſephus, who, with the empty veſ- 
ſels, and the ſeven guards he had brought with 
him, having madea pretty large number of the 
inhabitants priſoners, annexed Tiberias again to 
his government; and having not many days af- 
ter retaken the city of the Gi/chalenes, which 
had revolted with that of the Sepphorites, he 
gave his ſoldiers free liberty to plunder it. 


But all the things he was able to collect or find, 


he returned back to the citizens, as he likewiſe 
did to the Sepphorites and Tiberians For ha- 


ving reduced them to his obedience, he was 
willing to make them ſenſible of their delection 


from the plundering of them; and thus, by re- 


| = ſtoring their goods back to them, he procured 
curity to their city. Upon this, ten of the 77= ggai 


again their love and duty. 
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CHAP . 


The Jews make Preparations for War; and Simon, the Son of Gioras, commits his 
Depredat ions. 


IN this manner were the diſturbances in Ga- 

lilee appeaſed, and brought to a ſtate of 
quiet; but no ſooner had they lain aſide their 
civil commotions, but they began to be intent 
on making preparations againſt the Romans. At 


Hiero/olyma, Hanus the prieſt, and thoſe of the 


Principal citizens who were not of the ſame 
ſentiments with the Romans, were buſy in re- 
paring and fortifying the walls, and getting 
ready great numbers of warlike inſtruments. 


In ſeveral places of the city, darts, and all other 
ſorts of weapons were making; multitudes of 
young men employed themſelves in exerciſes 
which they were not commanded, and nothing 
but confuſion and diſorder was to be ſeen in 
any place: They who deſired a neutrality, had 
extreme dejection on their ſpirits ; and num- 


bers, who foreſaw into the calamities which 


were going to enſue, burſt out into tears and 
lamentations. They who wiſh'd for peace and 


aer, 
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616 
ier, conſtrued all the preparations as omens 
of fatal conſequences: But they who had 


kindled up the war, immediately put meanings 


on every thing as their fancies ſuggeſted ; and 


the city was 1n that ſituation as if it had then 


been going to deſtruction, even before the Ro- 
mans came and took it. Ananus was reſolving 
to relax a little from his preparations for war, 
to reduce the extravagancy and madneſs of the 
ſeditious, and of the zealots, as they were cal- 
led, to a better temperament ; but their vio- 


| lence overpowered him. And what the period 


of his life was, we have ſhown in the ſequel. 
Simon, the ſon of Gioras, having gotten to- 
gether, in the toparchate of Acrabatene, a 
of perſons who wanted to em- 


try num 
Þroil affairs, began his depredations ; and not 
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only rifled the houſes of the wealthy, bur ex. 
poſed their bodies to ſtripes, and gave full de. 


monſtration that tyranny was his aim, and what 
he would take the firſt opportunity. But Ananus, 


and the magiſtrates of Heroſelyma, diſpatchin 

an army againſt him, he withdrew with his fol- 
lowers to thuſe robbers who had ſeized on 
Maſſada ; and there Raying till Ananus and the 
reſt of his enemies were lain, he, in conjunc- 
tion with the robbers, ravaged Idumæa, and ſo 
terribly, that the magiſtrates of that nation, 
were, for the multitude of perſons that had 
been ſlain, and the frequent depredations they 
made, obliged to collect an army, and put gar. 
riſonr into the ſeveral villages. And in this 
ſituation were the Jewiſh affairs at this time, 
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K III. 


"CW A 


Nero ſends Veſpaſian into Syria to 


XK] HEN Nero came to hear of the bad 
ſituation the Jewiſb affairs were in, he 
Wuoeas privately (as was very probable to 
believe) much concerned, and ſtruck with fear; 
but outwardly he was borne away with a tide 
of arrogance, and his paſſion ſwelled him to an 
extreme, giving out, that the things which had 
fallen out, were rather to be attributed to the 
negligence and miſconduct of his general, than 
to W virtue or real courage of the enemy : 
And being of opinion, that to preſerve the dig- 
nity of his reign, it was his duty to defpile, 
and value as nothing, miſaccidents; and that 
he ought to ſhow the world he had a ſoul above 
all the misfortunes that could fall. But his 
concern and ſollicitude on this occaſion, were 
lagrant teſtimonies to the contrary of his un- 
eaſy and diſorder'd mind. O97 
When he had deliberated a while with him- 
ſelf to whom he ſhould commit the eaſt, that 
was full of commotions and diſtractions, iu or- 
der to puniſh the rebellious eus, and prevent 
the nations that bordered upon them (who were 


the like, he found Veſpaſian the only perſon 


36 5 


[ 


| 2nvolyed in the fame infatuation) front doing 


. 


— 


carry a war on againſt the Jews. 


equal to the neceſſities of the times, and the 
circumſtances of affairs; and who was able to 


take upon him the weight of a campaign of ſo 
78 conſequence; being a perſon who from 
is youth till his old age had been converſant 


in battles, and who already had reduced the 


eaſt, which the Germans had invaded, to the 
Roman obedience, and made Britain, little 
known before, ſtoop to his victorious arms; 
whence he brought his father Claudius to have 
a triumph without any labour or toil of his 
own. 

Theſe circumſtances thus concurring toge- 
ther, Nero drew an omen of ſucceſs from them, 
when he ſaw Feſpaſian of an eſtabliſh'd age, and 


ok a knowledge in affairs proportionable to it, 


and his ſons hoſtages for his fidelity, and their 
mature ages giving copies of their tather's pru- 
dence,and (probably) God pre-ordaining ſome- 
thing of all of them, he ſent. him into Hria to 
take upon him the command of the army there, 
with many kind and ſoothing ſpeeches, ſuch as 
the urgency of the time demanded, in order 
to incite into him a deſire of taking ſuch com- 
mand upon him. In conſequence hereof, he 
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quier, conſtrued all the preparations as omens 
of fatal conſequences : But they who had 
kindled up the war, immediately put meanings 
on every thing as their fancies ſuggeſted ; and 


the city was in that ſituation as if it had then 


been going to deſtruction, even before the Ro- 
mans came and took it. Ananus was reſolving 
to relax a little from his preparations for war, 
to reduce the extravagancy and madneſs of the 
ſeditious, and of the zealots, as they were cal- 
led, to a better temperament ; but their vio- 


lence overpowered him. And what the period 


of his life was, we have ſhown in the ſequel. 
Simon, the ſon of Gioras, having gotten to- 

gether, in the toparchate of Acrabatene, a 
etty number of perſons who wanted to em- 


' broil affairs, began his depredations ; and not 


ried the houſes of the wealthy, bur ex. 


onl 
poſed their bodies to ſtripes, and gave full de. 


monſtration that tyranny was his aim, and what 


he would take the firſt opportunity. Bur Ananus, 


and the magiſtrates of Heroſehma, diſpatching 
an army againſt him, he withdrew with his fol- 
lowers to thoſe robbers who had ſeized on 
Maſſada ; and there Raying till 'Ananus and the 
reſt of his enemies were ſlain, he, in conjunc. 
tion with the robbers, ravaged Idumæa, and ſo 
terribly, that the magiſtrates of that nation, 
were, for the multitude of perſons that had 
been ſlain, and the frequent depredations they 
made, obliged to collect an army, and put gar. 
riſonr into the ſeveral villages. And in this 
ſituation were the Jewwi/# affairs at this time, 
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Nero ſends Veſpaſian into Syria to 


ſituation the Jewi/b affairs were in, he. 

was privately (as was very probable to 
believe) much concerned, and ſtruck with fear; 
but outwardly he was borne away with a tide 
of arrogance, and his paſſion ſwelled him to an 
extreme, giving out, that the things which had 
fallen out, were rather to be attributed to the 
negligence and miſconduct of his general, than 
to any virtue or real courage of the enemy: 
And being of opinion, that to preſerve the dig- 
nity of his reign, it was his duty to deſpiſe, 
and value as nothing, miſaccidents; and that 
he ought to ſhow the world he had a ſoul above 
all the misfortunes that could fall. But his 


ſagrant teſtimonies to the contrary of his un- 
eaſy and diſorder'd mind. 8 
When he had deliberated a while with him- 
ſelf to whom he ſhould commit the eaſt, that 
W 25 full of commotions and diſtractions, in or- 
er to puniſh the rebellious Fews, and prevent 
ine nations that bordered upon them (who were 
volved in the ſame infatuation) tron? doing 


| the like, 7 found Veſpaſian the only perſon 


I 


HEN Nero came to hear of the. bad Y 


concern and ſollicitude on this occaſion, were 


* 


© H A I. 


carry a war on againſt the Jews. 


equal to the neceſſities of the times, and the 


- circumſtances of affairs; and who was able to 


take upon him the weight of a campaign of ſo 
great conſequence ; being a perſon who from 
his youth till his old age had been converſant 


in battles, and who already had reduced the 


eaſt, which the Germans had invaded, to the 
Roman obedience, and made Britain, little 
known before, ſtoop to his victorious arms; 
whence he brought his father Claudius to have 
a triumph without any labour or toil of his 
own. 

Theſe circumſtances thus concutring toge- 
ther, Nero drew an omen of ſucceſs from them, 
when he ſaw Ve/pa/ian of an eſtabliſh'd age, and 
of a knowledge in affairs proportionable to it, 
and his ſons hoſtages for his fidelity, and their 
mature ages giving copies of their father's pru- 
dence, and (probably) God pre-ordaining ſome- 
thing of all of them, he ſent him into Hria to 
take upon him the command of the army there, 
with many kind and ſoothing ſpeeches, ſuch as 
the urgency of the time demanded, in order 


to incite into him a deſire of taking ſuch com- 


mand upon him. 


In conſequence hereof, he 
7 R 


diſpatch'd 
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. : : ; 2 ; N 0 
diſpatch*d his fon Titus out of Achaia, where Helleſpont, and travelled on foot into Syria, 
he was then with Nero, to go to Alexandria, and there aſſembled the Roman forces, and a 


and remove thence the fifth and tenth legions, prot 8 of auxiliaries, which the neigh. 
while, in the mean time, he himſelf paſſed the bouring kings ſent kim. 


i 


TE oo WT. 


4 great slaughter of the Jews about Aſcalon. Veſpaſian comes to Ptolomais. 
"F* HE Fews, after the defeat they had given ſlaughter; for the Romans, by laying impedi- 
Ce/tius, were ſo much puff'd up with ments in the way of thoſe who took to their 
their ſucceſs, which they had little reaſon to heels, made the deferters turn dire&ly back 
expect, that they had not ſtrength or prudence - upon them; and of thoſe who had aſſembled 
ſufficient to reſtrain the ſallies of their minds; together from their flight, innumerable multi. 
and, as if they had been actuated with the tudes periſhed by the ſwords of the enemy. 
blaſts of fortune, they deſired nothing more Crowds ruſhing upon crowds, wherever they 
than to ſpin out the war to a greater length. turned themſelves, were borne down by the 
In conſequence hereof, immediately thoſe who ſhowers of darts that fell upon them, and their 
were the moſt couragious met together, and deſtruction, thereupon, became the eaſier. The 
marched directly to Aſcalon. Now this is a Fews,. as they could find no reaſon, to fix any 
City of great antiquity, diſtant about five hun- hopes of ſafety, but wholly to abandon them- 
dred and twenty furlongs from H:ero/0/yma,and ſelves to deſpair, accounted their multitude as 
a place which the Fews have conſtantly hated, a deſerted company; but the Romans, on the 
and thereof was thought convenient to make other hand, elated with their proſperous turn 
their firſt incurſions upon. "Three men were of fortune, though (in compariſon) they were A 
appointed to manage theſe ſallies, who were bur an handful of men, to come out to battle, 3 
diftinguithed for bodily ſtrength, and a prudent yet thought themſelves a number ſufficient, if 4 
mind; namely, Niger, the Peraite, and h las, not too powerful, to anſwer the demands of 
the Babylonian, and John, the Eſſæan. A/- thoſe chey engaged with. However, the Fews 
caloa was ſtrongly fortified, but in a manner ſtrove to repair the diſhonour of the day, and 
ſtripp'd of its garriſon, having only one cohort carry victory over their ill fortune, as they 
of infantry, and a company of cavalry in it, reckoned it unmanly and puſillanimous, ſud- 
commanded by Anthoay. denly to retreat; and as they were in hopes to 
Their rage and reſentment ſpurring them on, change their croſs fortune for the better, the 
they marched with an uncommon expedition, Romans, all the while that victory inclined to 
and immediately appeared, as though they had their ſide, ſhowing nor the leaſt fatigue or wea- 
come only out of the neighbourhood. Anthon) riſomeneſs, ſo that the battle was lengthened 
(who was not ignorant that their deſign was to out to the very dusk, and the engagement 
make an ele upon the city) firſt drew out hotly diſputed till near ten thouſand Fews were 
his cavalry, and, withcut any fears of the great laid dead on the ſpot,” among whom, was their 
number of the enemy, or their boldneſs, ſuſ- two generals, ohn and Silas; but the reſt who 
rained the firſt ſhock with great bravery, and ſurvived, the major part of whom were wound- 
repulſed them as they ruſhed on towards the ed, fled with Niger, the only general that re- 
walls. They, as they were unskilled in the mained, to a ſmall city of. Idumæa named Sa 
arts of war, and were mingled with thoſe who /is. A few of the Roman fide were wounded 
knew how to behave in the engagement, the in this engagement. E 
foot blending among the horſe, and the diſor⸗⸗ Notwithſtanding this terrible ſlaughter which 
dered ranks with the thick and embodied files, the Fews had received, was far from putting! 
the light-armed ſoldiers, with thoſe who were reſtraint upon their reſolutions, or cooling thel 
accoutred with heavy armour, fighting with courage; but the misfortunes and calamities 9 
greater courage than. prudence, and engaging which they had been expoſed, rather embol- 
with a body of men ready at the word of com- dened them the more, and added courage to 
mand, and prepared to do every thing at the the hopes they ſtill entertained. Neither wer 
firſt ſignal, I ſay, conſidering all theſe circum- the heaps of dead carcaſſes, which lay at thelr 
ſtances, they were foiled with great facility: feet, any impediment to their views, but pt” 
For as ſoon as their front was put into diſor- ſerving alive the remembrance of their forme! 
der, they were immediately fallen upon by the Wesel, they were fatally drawn in to anot 
horſe, who put them to flight, and they in rear ſlaughter. In conſequence hereof, after a f 
being very much galled towards the walls, ſpace of time, which was too little to 3 
they became one another's executioners, till, their wounds dreſs'd in, and after they had 1 
unable any longer to withſtand the force and ered from every place as numerous à 500 
violence of the horſe, they were obliged to forces as they were able, they, fired wit 
diſperſe and throw themſelves over all the field, greater reſentment, and being more in 4 
which being broad and large, was very advan- conſiderably than before, haſtened back te 1 
we hg * | | "I ;(cipline ® 
tageous to the horſe. This battle, as it pro- calon. Beſides their want of diſcip 440 
ved of ſignal ſervice to the Romans, was the ſcanty knowledge in the art military) 
cauſe of the Fews receiving a very great the other miſcarriages they laboured the 
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no wonder the 


the management of this engagement, the ſame 
turn of fortune attended their arms. For An- 
1hony having taken care to throw ambuſcades 
before-hand into the ſeveral paſſes, the eus, 
without any thoughts of the matter, fell ſud- 
denly upon them; whereby the enemy's horſe 
hemming them in, before they could find time 
to put themſelves into a poſture of defence, 
they received another ſlaughter, to the number. 
of eight thouſand men; and all the reſt betook 
to their heels, and among them Niger, who in 
his flight gave ſignal proofs of his extraordinary 
yalour and courage. But the enemy puſhing: 
hard after them, they were forced to throw 
themſelves into a caſtle of a certain village, 
called Bezedel, which was ſtrongly fortified. 
Anthony and his men,hereupon, that they might 
not waſte their time about a fortreſs which 


ſcem'd difficult to be taken, and ſuffer the only 


ſurviving general of the enemy, and one who 
was the ſtouteſt of them all, to make his eſcape, 
ſer fire to the walls. When the caftle was in 
flames, the Romans in great joy drew off, con. 
cluding, that Niger had periſhed in the confla- 
gration. But he ſaved himſelf by jumping 
down from the caſtle into a very dark cavern 
below ; and three days after, when his ſoldiers 
(with ſigns of great ſorrow) ſearch*d for him, 


in order to bury him, he ſpoke to them from 


below; and, when he came out, all the Jews 
were filled with an unexpected gladneſs, as 
though he had been preſerved by ſome provi- 


Of the EW ISH WAR, 


dence of God, to conduct them in their future 
J ²ĩ $100 Tapes ihas- acer 

. Veſpafian taking up with him the army from 

- Antioch (which is the metropolis of Syria, and 


for its magnitude, and other great privileges 


and bleſſings, juſtly claimed the third place a- 
mong the cities within the Roman dominions) 
when he found that king Agrippa was waitin 
for his coming with all his forces, he marche 
to Ptolomais, and was met at that city by the 
Galileans who inhabited Sepphoris, and who de- 
fired that things might remain in a. ſtate of 
eace there; who having a careful foreſight 
into their own ſecurity, and the extraordinary 
power of the Romans, before that Veſpaſian 
came among them, had thrown themſelves un- 
der the protection of Ceſtius Gallus, who had 
aſſured them of his aſſiſtance, and given them 
a garriſon of ſoldiers. Beſides, at this time, 
after they had given Veſpaſian an honourable 
reception, they chearfully . promiſed to enter 
into a defenſive alliance with him againſt their 
countrymen. -Whereupon, at their requeſt, he 
gave them ſo many horſe, and horſe ſor a gar- 
riſon, as he was of opinion was neceflary to 
make head againſt the incurſions of the Fews, 
ſhould they offer to attempt any extraordinary 
enterprize. For he concluded, ſhould Seppho» 
ris, the largeſt city of Galilee, and builtin a 
place well tortified by nature, and which was 
a ſafeguard to the whole nation, be wreſted out 
of his hands, he ſhould lay expoſed to no {mall 
inconvenience and danger in future war. 


CHAP. III. 
A deſcription of Galilee, of Samaria, and of Judæa. 


T HERE are two countries which go by 

the name of Calilee, one named the low- 
er, and the other the higher, both which are 
ſurrounded by Phenicia and Syria; on the weſt 
fide Frolomais bounds them with the frontiers 
of its territory, and Carmel, once a mountain 
of the Galileans, but now of the Tyrians ; to 
which adjoins Gaba,a city which takes its name 
from the word horſemen, becauſe king Herod 
ſent his horſemen to inhabit there. On the 
fouth, Samaris and Scythopolis bound it to the 
waters of Jordan, and to the eaſt Hippene and 
Gadaris, and Gaulanitis, and the frontiers of 
Agrippa's kingdom; but to the north, Tre, 
and the region of the Tjrians. Now the lower 
Galilee extends in length, from Tiberias as far 
28 Zabulon, to which Ptolomais lies contiguous 
on the ſea coaſt. It extends in breadth from 
the village named Xaloth, which ſtands in the 
- or Plain, to Berſabe; ' whence the breadth of 
© higher Galilee begins, and reaches to the 
mer of Baca, which ſeparates the country of 

e Tyrians from Galilee, Its breadth extends 


rom the town of T l | 
Jordon to Month” 8 W Oy. 00 


* Nowas | 1 
ad both theſe countries are ſo very great, 


3 - 
hemm'd in with ſo many ſtranger nations, tis 


y have conſtantly been expoſed 


to all the dangers of war, and been obliged to 


be always upon their defence: For the Gali. 
Jeans are; trained up from their infancy to the 
exerciſe of arms, and are every where in their 
country very populous. Fear or cowardice 
was never Known to humble the ſpirits of the 
men, nor doth their country labour under want 
or ſcarcity ; for the ſoil is very rich, and fit for 
paſturage, and it produces all ſorts. of trees; 
ſo that its fruitſulneſs would engage thoſe who 
were the leaſt fond of husbandry, to. inhabit it. 
This is the reaſon that the inhabitants cultivate 
every part of it, and ſaffer no place*through- 
out the country to remain untilled or uſeleſs. 
Beſides, there are a great number of cities, and 
many villages ſcattered up and down, on account 
of the goodneſs of the ſoil, the very ſmalleſt 
of which contains no leſs a number than fifteen 
thouſand inhabitants. | 
In ſhort, whoever will have Peræa to be 
larger than Galilee, muſt certainly allow it the 
8 in reſpect of ſtrength and power; 
for tis Cultivated all over, and in many places 
well ſtored with fruits. Indeed Peres is conſi- 
derable larger, but then the greateſt part of it 
18 nothing but wilds and deſarts, and of too 
barren a ſoil to, produce the moſt common kind 
of fruits. However, the ſofter and kindlier 
ſoil is exceeding fruitful, and its fields are di- 
verſified and adorned with abundance of various 


trees; 
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6205 
trees; but the chiefeſt produce is from the nu- 
merous plantations of olives, vines, and palm- 
trees, being watered and refreſhed from innu- 
merable rivulets that run down from the neigh- 
bouring mountains, and from wholſome ſprings 
of water, if at any time the mountain- torrents 
happen to be dried up. It reaches in length 
from Mac hæro to Pella, and in breadth from 
Philadelphia to For dan; and *tis bounded by 
the aboveſaid Pella to the north, and by Jordan 
to the weſt; the land of Adoab terminates it to 
the ſouth, and Arabia and Silbouitis, as alſo: 
Philadelphene and Geraſis, to the eaſt. 
Now the country of Samarialiesin the mid- 
dle between Juda and Galilee, (for taking its 
beginning from a village ſituated in the great 
plain, named Gimea, it terminates in the to- 
archate of Acrabatene) the nature of its ſoil 
being of the ſame kind with that of Fudea- 


For both regions are full of mountains and 


plains, fit for tillage, and exceeding fruitful, a- 
dorned and beautified with woods and fine 
trees, and abounding in wild and uncultivated 
fruits. Theſe places are not bleſs'd with a 


great many ſprings or riyulets, but the ſhow- 


ers of rain that deſcend upon them are pretty 
copious and frequent. The rivets and ſprings 
that are found there have. an extraordinary 
taſte and flavour, and the great. quantity of 


paſturage and good graſs growing there, is the 


reaſon” that the herds of cattle give larger 


quantities of milk than in any other place. 
But the greateſt argument to prove the cou- 


rage of the inhabitants of both countries, is the 
. exceeding great number of them. 


The village of Anuath, otherwiſe called Bor- 
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ceos, ſtand ing upon the confines of both coun- 


tries, terminates Judæa to the north; but the 
ſouth part, if its length be conſidered, is boun- 
ded by a: village bordering on the Hrabiaus, 
which the Fews there call Jardan. It reaches 


in breadth ſrom the river Jordan to Foppe, and 
in the very center of the country ſtands the city 
of Hieroſolyma, for which cauſe that city is by 


ſome, not without ſufficient reaſon, called 


Omphalon of the country. But Juda is alſo 
render'd happy with the additional gifts of the 
ſea; extending on the ſea coaſt as tar as Prolo- 
mais. The whole region is divided into eleven 
parts, the firſt whereof, as it were, the palace, 
is the city of Hiero/o/yma, which - overlooks 
and towers over all the citcumjacent country, 


as the head does over the body, The others 
after it are divided according to their topat- 


chates or governments. Gophna ſtands the ſe- 
cond in place, and is followed by Acrabatta, 


then comes Thauma and Lydda, and Ammaus 


and Pella, and Idumæa and Eugaddæ, and He- 
redion and Hierichus, after which ſucceed Jam- 
nia and Foppe, which have juriſdiction over 
their frontiers: Then Gamalitica and Gaula- 
nitis, and Batanea and Trachonitis, which are 
parts of Agrippa's kingdom. The breadth of 
this country ftretches from mount Libanu s, and 
from the ſprings of Jordan, whete it takes its 
beginning, to the lake of 7iberias ; and reaches 
in length, from the village called 4rpha, to 


= 


ture of Syrians. And thus have I given an ac- 


count, with as much brevity and conciſeneſs as 
I am maſter of, of Judæa, and the countries 
bordering upon it. U 


— 


„Gin e . 


Ioſeplius makes an aſſault upon Sepphoris, and is repulſed, Titus comes to Profomais 


with @ vaſt army. 


E faccours which Veſpaſian had ſent to 


5 


But he was inſtrumental in blowing up the war 


the relief of the Sepphorrtes, conſiſting of to a greater blaze throughout the country, by 
a thouſand horſe and fix thouſand foot, under the ſtratagems he put in execution, which the 


the command of Placidas the tribune, having 


Romans took fo heinouſſy, that they never 


encamped in the great plain, were divided into 
two bodies. The infantry were quartered in 
the city, in onder to defend it, and the cavalry 
were poſted in the camp. Both parties took 
opportunities to make frequent excurſions, 
whereby they committed their depredations on 
every thing they found in the country; and 
though they were not able to move Foſephus 
and his men from their ſtation, yer they expo- 
ſed them to ſeveral inconveniences and hard- 
ſhips, by plundering and' ſpoiling every thing 
about the city, and repulſing thoſe citizens who 
bad courage enough to venture out of the 
town. However, Joſephus made an attack up- 
on the city, which, before its revolt from the 
Galileans, he had fo fortified, that the Romans 
themſelves would have found ſome difficulty in 
raking it. This was the main obſtacle to his 
hopes, and he found himſelf in too weak a 
condition to draw the inhabitants to back his 
mtereſts, either by force of atms, or reaſon. 


the two legions he had with him (bein 


ceaſed either day or night from ravaging thet 
fields, or from plundering the effects of evey 
one, without diſtinction, throughout the cout- 
ity, or from putting to death thoſe who Meile 
J age to bear arms, or from carrying aue 
into captivity thoſe who had not ſufficient pov 
er to defend themſelves. Galilee was now. 
fcene of fire and bloodſhed, and every Pu 
in it was expoſed to innumerable miſeries 4 7 
hardſhips ; and the only aſylum the perkeonte 
people had ar this conjuncture, was if TR 
cities which Fo/tphus had taken care to 
well fortifted, 5 __ 4 
Titus, having croſſed over from As laid 

Alexandria, much ſooner than wWas BY 4 
done in the wititet ſeaſon, took up the . 1 
forces, for which he had been ſent, jp Ver 
long marches attived at Ptolomais in 1 
ſhorr time, whete meeting with his fache 

df 
fifth and tenth, and thoſe the very Howe 

ay 
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W fat down all the while idle and inactive, b 
& though the uſe of arms had been natural to 


Bock III. Of: the EWISH 


the Roman army) hs joined the fifteenth, which 
be had brought with him, by which conjunẽtion 
the army now conſiſted of eighteen cohorts. 
Beſides theſe, Ceſurea ſent a reinforcement of 
five companies of foot, and one troop of horſe, 


which were accompanied with five others of 


Syrian horſe. Ten of the cohorts had in each 
a thouſand infantry, but the others only fix 
hundred and thirteen foot, and one hundred 
and twenty horſe. The royal auxiliaries, 
when muſter d, amounted to a vety conſidera- 
ble number; Antioc hus, * * Ponms do he- 
mus, ſending a ſupply of two thouſand infan- 
try, all archers, and a thouſand horſe, excluſive 
of the reinforcement ſent by Malc hus the Ara- 


7 R. | 6 21 


ian, who had already diſpatched away 4 thou- 
ſand hotſe, and five thouſand foot, the major 


part of whom were archers: So that all the 


ktorces, taking into the number the horſe and 
foot ſent by the kings; amounted to threeſcors 
thouſand, beſides the ſlaves, whoſe number was 
pretty conſideruble, and who, becauſe of their 
being trained up to martial exerciſes, ought 
not to be ſeparated from the military liſt, being 
in times of peace continually inſtructed in the 
exerciſes of their maſters; and in times of war 
expoſing themſelves to the ſame dangers with 
them, that, ſetting aſide their maſters, they ate 
ſupetior to any one elſe, either in prudent con- 
duct, or the feats of arms. „ 


1 1 E 1 5 
A Deſcription of the Roman Forces, of their Camp, and of other Circumſtances for 
f 5 | which the Romans are commended. Tt 24 7 


ROM hence the conſideration of the pro- 
vident care of the Romans, in thus train- 
ing up their ſlaves for their ſervice, as not only 
to make them ſubſervient to the ſeveral offices 
of lite, but alſo to accuſtom them to the ne- 
ceſſities of war, and the uſe of arms, may af- 
te& ſome perſons with wonder and ſurprize; 
but if we conſider the other methods ot their 
military difcipline, we ſhall with great probabi- 
lity conclude, that ſo vaſt an empire as they 
have made themſelves maſters of, has not been 
owing to the gift of tortune, but to their in- 
nate valour and prudent conduct. The break- 
ing out of a war does not puſh them on to be- 
gin to uſe their arms, nor when any neceſſit 
urges them, do they then only berake themſelves 
ro defence, as if in times of peace they had 
ut as 


them, they never ceaſe from martial exerciſes, 
nor wait till the times of war come. Their 
martial exerciſes differ in nothing trom a real 
engagement ; for each ſoldier, with great ala- 
ctity, every day performs the duty of arms, as 


if he was acting his part in a ſet battle; and 


from hence it comes, that encounters ſeem to 
them only acts of pleaſure and diverſion. And 
one remarkable obſervation is, that they pre- 
ſerve the ſtation aſſigned them with unvaried 
conſtancy nor are they ſeen to .deſpond, or be 
caſt down with fear; nor do the labours to 
which they are expoſed, impairor diminiſh their 


ſtreugth. And from theſe ſeveral circumftances 
WW 2- comes, that they conſtantly bear away the 
W Victory from thoſe who happen to be found not 


of the ſame firm and immoyeable temper with 
| themſelves. 


en. And a man would not impoſe up- 
on himſelf in ſaying that their exerciſes are 


Conflicts without blood, and that their battles 


du the oppoſite ſide are exerciſes with blood. 
Neither can even the ſudden and unexpected 
allies of an enemy eaſily do execution amon 

them ; but in what part ſoever tlie themſelves 
Puſh into an adverſary's country, before they 
put themſelves in order, or proceed to battle, 


oy ks care to fortify their eamp with a 


trench round it. The fixing their camp is not 
a buſineſs of ſmall labour, neither do they pitch 
it on uneven ground, nor employ all their men 
about it, or go about it confuſedly; but if the 
ground happens to prove uneven, they reduce 
it to a plain, and meaſure out and deſcribe 
their camp in ſuch a form, that it may appear 
of a quadtangular figure; for a great number 
of carpenters, with tools and iuſtruments ne- 
ceſſary to this end, conſtantly follow them in 
their marches. -Þ ar TR Ter rn ey, 
The inlide of the ground thus meaſured out 
is appropriated to the tents; but the outward 
circumterence of the camp is raiſed with a wall, 
whereon are built towers at equal diſtances 
from one another; and the vacant ſpices be- 
tween the towers, are ſtored with their ſcor- 
pions, catapulte, and balliſtæ, and all other 
ſorts of miſſive engines; all which are accom- 
modated, and made to throw any thing at the 
enemy: Beſides theſe, they ere& four gates, 
facing the four ſides of the circumference, not 
only for the eaſy admittance of the carriage- 
beaſts, but made wide for ſallying out, ſhould 
there be a neceſſity for ſo doing; and in the 
inſide they make diviſions of their tents into 
ſtreets, to great advantage; and in the yery 
center of the camp, they ſet up the pavilions of 
the officers, and in the heart of theſe they place 
a pretorium, in the fimilitude of a temple. 
And thus, as if all things had been finiſhed in 
a moment, is a City ſeen to be made, a kind of 
form, and a place for artificers, and benches 
for the officers and principal commanders of 
the army to fit on and determine controverlies, 
ſhould any ariſe. Beſides this, the circumfe- 
rence is built upon, and becauſe of the great 
number of workmen, and the skill of the arti- 
ficers, every thing is executed ſooner than can 
be imagin'd; bur if there be found a neceſſity, 
they fink a ditch without the wall, four cubits 
dect and as many broad. | | 


* 


$ they are thus guard 


= 


ed and fortified on 


every fide, every one enjoys perfe& caſe and 
quiet in his tent, and a ſtrict decorum is obſer- 
ved throughout the whole camp. Nor are the 


othet® 
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other affairs managed with leſs conduct; for after the manner of the infantry, ſhields ang 
every thing is tranſaQed with good order, and breaſt- plates. But they who, are choſen out by 
in great ſecurity: Every one, in caſes of ur- the general to be his hody-gnard, differ in ng 


kind of accpùtrements from the horſemen; 


gent neceſſity, lending his helping hand, in aol den; 
aſſiſting to bring the wood, corn; and water. and he, to whom the lot ſhall happen, to fall, 


Nor has any one the particular liberty to him- conſtantly puts himſelf at the head of the com- 
ſelf, juſt when he thinks fit, to ſup, or dine, PAY» and leadeth them 5 
but theſe are performed in a general body to- Re ' 
- gether. The ſignal is given by a trumpet, and encampments, as alſo the difference in their 

when they ſhall go to fleep,- when to watch, ſeveral arms; In, battles eee they 
and when to riſe; and not the leaſt thing is Sommit gothing unadviſedly or rathly, or ;thro! 
put in execution without previous orders. As Any ſudden and Impetuous ſally; but, before 
ſoon as morning comes, all the ſoldiers go to they begin any undertaking, they always enter 
compliment the centurions, and they the tri into a previous conſultation about it, and then, 
bunes, with whom all the officers of the army . when they have maturely deliberated thereon, 
go to ſalute the chief commander, or general, | 
over all, He, according to cuſtom, gives them Cution: Hence it comes, that either they very 
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ax, a chain, a ſcythe, a basket, and proviſions battle, they are never ſeen to give of pli 

for three days: So that the infantry come lir- titudes, to ſtratagems, or the difficulties o Gan 
hetſelf ; for . 

chan 10 

, 222 , t f 

a long dart in their hand; they have a ſhield them. Wherefore, as theſe e 1 

hanging at the fide of their horſe, and bear a world calmly deliberate before wad pu- 
T 18 fx, 


quiver with three or more darts in it, of broad undertaking, their army 4 10, ang deter 
iſe 3 


— : N 
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This is the method of the Roman marches 


they put the reſult of their conferences in exe- 


the watch word, and ſeveral other orders to ſeldom err, or, ſuppoling it happened they 

be carried to his inferiors ; which commands be- ſhould, they are at no great pains in rectifying 

ing duly obſerved, they whecl about in an in- their miſtake. For they are of opinion, that 

ſtant, whenever caſes of neceſſity oblige them the miſcarriage, which happens after a ptexvious 

to ſally out, and rally back in large companies, Conſultation, is much to be preferred to any 

When they break up their camp, the ſound proſperous events that owe their ſucceſs to for- 

of trumpet gives the ſignal, and none, at ſuch tune; concluding, that a ſucceſsful turn is but 

a time, are ſeen to be ſlow, or inactive; but a bait to make them negligent; whereas deli- 

at the firſt warning they take up their tents, beration, though ſometimes unſucceſsful, is the 

41 and make all things ready tor their departure, true means to inſtil juſt thoughts how to. be- 

= . and then, when they are ready, the trumpet ware, leſt the ſame miſchance ſhould happen 

| | gives another ſignal. Tis almoſt incredible again; and that he, to whom ſuch fortunate 
with what wonderful expedition they load their turns happen, is not to be accounted, the real | 

mules and afles with their baggage; and they author of rhem, but thar It gave a great ſatiſ- 

ſeem to ſtand at the goal ready prepared to faction in thoſe unhappy accidents that came 

march out. At their departure, they ſet fire unlook'd for, that they had been, well adviſed 

to their camp, being ſo ſurprizingly quick in againſt before. 

forming an encampment again, if they ſhould And by means of their inceſſant exerciſe to 

ſo reſolve: And this they do, to prevent the arms, 1t comes, thar not only the bodies, but 

enemy from making auy advantage of it. And the ſouls of the ſoldiers, are corroborated and 

now the trumpet ſounds a third time, to warn made more firm. Beſides, there is a necellity 

them of their marching out, which, in ſome re- that enforces: them to this exerciſe t Arms,.19 

ſpe&, is done to excite the ſiow not to quit remove the penalties provided in calc, o diſ⸗ 

their ranks. Hereupon, an herald, who ſtands obedience: For the laws among them demand 

on the right ſide of the general, asks them capital puniſhment, not only of .deſerters, but 

three times, in their language, if they are pre- alſo of thoſe who are guilty of the lealf negli 

pared for battle; and they return the ſame gence and remiſs behaviour. And the generals 

number of times a loud and chearful ſhout, and themſelves carry an air of greater terr or than 

ſay, that they are prepared. Hereupon, their the laws. But to remove the idea of, cruelty 

alacrity is ſuch, that they almoſt prevent the from thoſe who are doomed to puniſhment, the 
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on, why ſhould we wonder that the Znphrates 
in the eaſt, and the ocean in the weſt, the fruit- 


fullett region of Africa in the ſouth, and the 


Ig her and Rhenus in the north, ſhould be the 
limits and boundaries of their dominions? For 
who will ſay, with any teaſon, that the poſ- 
ſeſſion is greater than the maſters' who own 
p I have expatiated thus far, not with a deſign 
ſo much to flatter the Romans, as in ſome 
meaſure to adminiſter relief to the vanquiſhed, 


*. F * 
* 
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and deter thoſe; who ſtill want to diſträgt Affairs, 
from © expoſing themſelves to their victorious 
arms, or- purſue their ill concettèd ſchemes; 
*Tis highly probable, that this account, of the 
Roman military diſcipline, "may, eonduce to 
their advantage, by improvir g chem knowledge 
and experience,” who are defirous,to' 1 5 
laudabſe arts, and are'not”acqudinted wirft this 
article. But I return now to the place from 
3 - 41 ; Sa ts ee ry TN Ni; 43.5 ve 
whence I have made this digreſſion. 
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Placidus, endeavouring to take Jotapata, 


FESPASTAN, and his ſon 'Titus," all 
this while remained in Ptclomais, where 
rhey ordered their army, In the mean time, 
Placidus over-ran Galilee, and made terrible 
havock with his frequent incurſions. After he 
had made a great {laughter among the priſo- 
ners he took, (who were the weak and unexpe- 
rienced part of the Gal:Jeans) and ſaw that the 
moſt valiant among them were conſtantly with- 
drawing into the cities which Fo/ephns had ta- 
ken care to fortify, he haſtened to lay ſiege to 
Fotapata, the belt and ſtrongeſt cny of them 
all, ſuppoſing the place would eaſily be taken 
at the firſt aſſault, and the ſucceſs of the action 
be attended with great applauſe of his conduct 
from the other officers, and be of principal ad- 
vantage towards furthering the execution of 
his other deſigns. For the reſt of the cities 
would immediately ſurrender, through fear, 
when the ſtrongeſt and beſt fortified ones were 
once reduced to obedience. But he was much 
deceived and fruſtrated in his expectations; 
tor when the Fotapenes were acqua inted with 
his coming, they received him without thecity, 
and falling unexpeEtedly upon the Romans, be- 
ing encouraged, and, as it were, inſpired by 
the hopes of preſerving their country, (their 
wives, and their children) they ſoon put them 


to flight, wounding ſeveral of them, but kil- 


ling only ſeven, becauſe they drew off with 
great order, and without ſeparating their ranks 


in the leaſt; ſo that, conſidering the cloſe 


union which they {till preſery'd, it may be ſaid, 
that the very outſide of them only was wound- 
ed ; for the Fewws, who" were lightly armed, 
continued only to throw theit darts, and d urſt 
not cloſe in with an enemy which was heayy 
armed. However, three were {lain of the 
Jeus ſide, and a few wounded; and when PIa- 
cidus found himſelf in too weak a condition to 
orce the city to ſurrender, he marched away. 
Jeſpaſian, having a great deſire to break into 
Galilee, marſhalled his army after the Roman 
manner, and ſo marched out of Pfolomais. He 
Save orders for the light- armed auxiliaries and 
archers to go before, to ſtop the ſudden incur- 
ſions of the enemy, and ſearch the woods they 
ſuſpected, and which were convenient for am- 
uſcades. Then followed part of the heavy- 
armed Roman horſe and foot; after theſe mar- 


ehed ten in a breaſt out of each century, bear- 


is repulſed. ' Veſ paſian invades Galilee: 


ing with them their arms, neceſſaries, and tents; 


and after them came men who clear'd the roads 
mended the ways where .uneven, - levelled 
brakes and rough places, and cut down the 
woods that hinder*d their paſſage, that the army 
might not be ſtopp'd in its march: And in the 
rear of this company of pioneers, his own and 
the other officers carriages followed, being, for 
the greater ſecurity of them, guarded with a 
ſtrong troop, of horſe; after whom, he himſelt. 
appeared, with a ſelect body of infantry, ca- 
valry, and ſpearmen, being followed by the 
company of horſe. belonging to the legion, (for 
every legion had an hundred and twenty horſe 
appropriated to 1t ) next to theſe. marched the, 
mules, which carried. the, battering. rams and. 
other engines of war; then followed the ge- 
nerals, and præfects of the cohorts, with the 
tribunes, attended with a choice body of men, 
and theſe were brought up by the ſtandards of 
the eagle, which is the higheſt poſt in the Ro- 
man legions, being the king and ſtrongeſt of 
birds, whence they make it an emblem of em- 
pire to them; and, through their taking it as a 
ſucceſsful omen, they march withalacrity againſt 
the moſt formidable enemy. And next to the 
ſtandards, which they hold ſacred, follow the 
trumpeters, and after them a phalanx, or com- 
pany of old men, marſhalled out into their 
ranks, over whom, according to cuſtom, is ſet 
a certain centurion, whoſe office is to take care. 
that their ranks are ſtrictly kept; and theſe 
are brought up by all the ſlaves who follow the 
infantry of the ſeveral legions, and drive alon 
the carriage mules and aſſes; and after all the 
legions a multitude of mercenaries, who, for 
the greater ſecurity, are. guarded with a body 
of heavy-armed horſe and foot. _ 
This was the manner in which Ve/pa/zan mar- 
ched with his army to the frontiers of Galilee, 
where he encamped: He then reſolved to lead 
his army within fight of the enemy, that he 
might ſtrike, them with terror, and allow them 
ſome” ſpace of time to repent, if they were 
willing, before the war, to change their reſo- 
lution. At the ſame time, he made Faden 
tions to beſiege the places of ſtrength. Now 
the. fight of the Roman general made a great 
many blame themſelves for their revolt, and, 
indeed, all were ſtruck with a ſudden fear, and 
dejection of ſpirit ; for Fo/ephus and his 9 
ee een 
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| had incamped at a city called Garis, at ogy wr 


diſtance from. Seppheris, but when. they 
heard that the enemy was not far off, and that 
the Romans were prepared ro give them battle, 
they haſtily betook themſelves. to flight, not 
only before they came to an engagement, but 
even before oy brine ſeen the faces of their 
enemies. This ſudden piece of ill fortune left 
Foſephus with a very ſmall number of men, and 
when he found that he had not a ſufficient body 
of forces to receive the enemy, and that the 
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Vefpaſian tales tbe City: of the Gadarenes, 


a * 
i 


ESPASTAN, in the mean time, fell 
upon the city of the Gadarenes, and at 


the firſt aſſault reduced it to his obedience, as 


he found the place abandoned by thoſe citizens 
who were of age to bear arms: After which, 
he entered the town, and commanded the youth 
in it to be put to the ſword ; whereupon, the 


Romans, as well through their avowed enmity 


and hatred to the nation, as the remembrance 


of the calamities to which they had expoſed 
5 gave no N to any ſex or age. 
eſpa 


an not only ſet fire to the town, but laid 


in aſhes all the fmall cities and towns that were 


near it, ſome whereof were quite abandoned 
and deſerted, and the inhabitants of others 
made ptiſoners. 
Mean while, 189 by ſeeking refuge in 
that city which he had choſe out for his own 
ſecurity, filled it with terrible apprehenſions: 
For the citizens of Tiberias were of opinion he 
would never diſhonour himſelf by a ſhameleſs 
fight, unleſs he deſpaired of the ſucceſs of the 
war. And, indeed, ſo far were they in the 
right, with regard to the conjecture they made 
b his thoughts; for he had a plain proſpe& 
before his eyes, with what fatal conſequences 
the aftairs of the cs would be attended, and 
that tbere was no probability of avoiding the 
dangers that hung over their heads, without 
they came to another reſolution. And though 
he had room to hope of obtaining his own par- 
don from the Romans, yet he ſeveral times 
wiſhed to die, rather than betray his country, 
or diſhonour the commiſſion given him to pro- 
ſecute the war, by living comfortably among 
thoſe he was deputed to maintain the war a- 
ainſt. Wherefore, he reſolved to write a faith 
ul letter to the magiſtrates of Hieroſoſyma, to 
acquaint them in what condition their affairs 
were; that, by repreſenting the number of his 
forces greater than it really was, he might not 
at any time afterwards be charged with cow- 
ardice; or, by giving too ſmall an account of 


them, he might not give an handle to thoſe 


who had already repented themſelves of their 
folly, to take freſh hopes, and to deſire them 
to return him a ſpeedy anſwer, whether they 


were pleaſed to.come to terms of accommoda- 


tion ; or, if their intentions were to maintain 
the war, that they would then fend a ſufficient 
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minds, of the Fete were quite difpirired; and 
that very many longed to come to ſome terms 


of accommodation, might 5 to 
negotiate the articles, it was then he began to 
have apprehenſions, and be doubtful of the 
event — the war; wherefore he reſolved to 
get as far; out of the way of danger, as he 
could; in order to which, he took up the men 
er remained with him, and withdrew to 7. 

rias. e 
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and then marches to Jotapat, and after a 


long Siege, makes bimſelf Maſter of the Place by the Treachery of a Deſerter, 


reinforcement of auxiliaries to withſtand the 
attacks of the Romans. And after he had wrote 


this letter, he ſent certain perſons. to carry it 


to Hieroſolyma, , THEY e 

Veſpaſian, having concluded on the ſiege of 
Fotapat, (for he had heard that great numbers 
of the enemy had taken refuge in it, and, be- 
ſides that, it was a place. of | extraordinary 
ſtrength) ordered ſome. of his horſe and foor 
before to clear the way, which was exceeding 
mountainous and rocky, difficult for the infan- 
try to march through, and altogether impoſſible 
for the horſe ; which they in four days time ef- 
fectually performed, and open'd a clear paſſage 
for the reſt of the army. . Fo/ephus, on the 
fifth day, which was the twenty-firſt of the 
month Artemiſius, marched from Tiberias, and 
entered Jotapat, at which the Fews began to 
take courage. Veſpa/jan, by means of a deſer- 
ter, coming to hear of his removal, who fire- 
nuouſly urged him to march up to the city, 
which, provided he took Fo/ephus, he ſaid, 
would of conſequence fall into his hands with 
the reſt of Judea, took the meſſenger for an 
omen of his future ſucceſſes, and, ſuppoſing 
that the providence of God had brought it + 
bout that he who was reckoned tho moſt pri 
dent man of the enemy ſhould of his own 4c- 
cord throw himſelf into his power, he imme- 
diately diſpatched away a thouſand horſe, un- 
der the command of Placidus, and Ebutivs the 


cer, with orders to ſurround the city immed- 
ate Po tor fear Joſephus ſhould privately make 
Veſpafran, the next day, followed, with al 
the reſt of the army, and arrived before 4 
pat in the dusk of the evening, He dre * 
men to the north ſide of the town, where 
encamped on a riſing ground, about ſeyen : 
— 2 — the city, which he did on * 
that the enemy might have a full view ©: 
camp, thereby to ſtrike them withrerro 
had its deſir d effect in fo powerful 8 many 
that not a ſoul dared to ſtir out of ber 
However, the Romans fat ſtill, and did a 
think fit immediately to make an attack up® 
the place, as they had been all the 2 
their march; however, they ſutround \ chef 
town with a double file of men, to wow 


decurion, A very valiant and experienced of. 
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off all means of retreat from the 5 
now deſpairing of ſafety, were animated with 
an extraordinary boldneſs: For hothing more 
ſpurs on che ſogl of man to exhort its faculties, 
in war, than neceſſity. Semen 211 180. 
The next day they happened to have. an len- 
counter, and the Jes, who remained in the 
country, and hadſencamped without the city 
before the walls, firſt went and met the Ro- 
mans: Veſpaſian advanced againſt them; his 
archers, and ſlingers, and all his dartſmen, per- 
mitted: them to make uſe of their arrows, 
while, with his infantry, he poſted himſelf on 
a riſing ground, where the wall was fit to be 
attacked. Joſephus ſeeing this, a r to be 
fearful of the city, and immediately ſallied out 
with the whole multitude of the Fews, who, 
falling all at once upon. the enemy, repulſed 
' the Romans from the walls, and gave ſeveral 
inſtances of great courage, and extraordinary 
conduct; but the difficulties to which they 
were expoſed, were equal to the valiant actions 
they had perform'd; for if their deſpair of ſa- 
ving themſelves was great, the ſhame the Ro- 
mans conceived was no leſs; for the latter 
tought with magnanimity and prudence, and 
the former with an exceſs of boldneſs and 


night put a ſtop to it; and, of the Roman 
ſide, a great number was wounded, and thir- 
teen perſons ſlain, but of the Fews ſeyenteen 
were laid dead on the ſpot, and ſix hundred 
wound ed. „„ „„ * qerttl v : 
. Nevertheleſs,they ſallied out aga in the next 
day, and fell upon the Romans, advancing a- 
gainſt them with more reſolution, and afluming 
greater courage, from the , conſideration that 
they had been able the day before to ſuſtain 
their ſhock. However,they found the Romans 
a little more hard for them in this encounter; 
. for they who imagined themſelves entirely con- 
quered, if victory did not ſoon incline on their 
tide, added now to their ſhame a violent fury, 
and for five days the. Romans never ceaſed 
making their aſſaults upon the town, nor the 
E from ſally ing out and bravely fight- 
ing from their walls; and neither were the Jes 
terrified at the ſtrength of the enemy, nor did 
the Romans deſpair at the difficulty of taking 
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Now Jotapat, in a manner, ſtands all upon 
a rock, and all its ſides are ſo ſteep, and forti- 
hed with large and deep ditches, that the ſight 
of thoſe who look down, is loſt before it comes 
to the bottom, except on the north part, where- 
alone it can be attacked, and there, on the 
lower fide of the mountain, are houſes. raiſed, 
which Foſephus, when he took care to fortify 
the town, defended with a wall, to hinder the 
enemy from making themſelves maſters of the 
top that looked over; and the town is ſo ſur- 
rounded with mountains, that tis impoſſible to 

iſcern any one, before he arrives at it. And 
Fotapat at this time, was thus fortiſied. 
WW  /*/2/an was very deſirous to prevail againſt 
We -< natural ſtrength of the place, and the rage 
the Jews, and with that view reſolyi up- 
en N Chg attack, he called a council ot war 
If R | 


Buck III. Of ther EMW LS H WAR, 
added a third of hotſe;:-arid by that means cut 
| Jews; Who 


rage: But the battle continuing all the day, 


thereby ſecured them from 


625 
ob all rie under officers, to adviſed with then, 
about the method of making it. Their advice 
was, to. raiſe. a rampart. on that ſide of the 
town where the wall was moſt eaſy to be at- 
tacked; whereupon, he ordered all his army to, 
carry the neceſſary materials, when immedi- 
ately they began to level the riſing grounds 
adjoining to the city, and collect a vaſt quan- 
tity of ſtones and wood; while others; to avoid 
the darts thrown at them from above, expan- 
ded a great number of wicker works above 
the ditches, and rebuilt the rampart under- 
neath, thereby ſuffering nothing, or very lit- 
tle, from the darts of the enemy from. the 
wall; while others were all the time pulling 
down the neighbouring hillocks, and continu- 
ally carrying the earth to them. And muy 
divided into three companies, every one had 
ſufficient work upon his hands; but the Jews 
were not backward in rolling down large ſtones, 
and throwing every ſort of thing they could. 
find upon their coverings, which though they 
made a- great and terrible ſound in. their fall, 
and gave ſome obſtruction to the men is they 
were at work, yet were not of ſufficient force 
to penetrate; through the coverings, and do 
them any conſiderable damage. 
When Veſpaſian had planted his miſſive en- 

ines round about, (which were about an hun- 

red and threeſcore in all) he gave orders to 
direct them againſt thoſe who ſtood upon the 
wall. The catapultæ ſoon 'threw their darts 
with a whizzing ſound, and the ba/life caſt up 
ſtones of a talent's weight, and fire and ſhow- 
ers of arrows were inceſſantly made to fly up- 
wards; all which, not only did execution upon 
the wall, but, alſo, e ee fell. Be- 
ſides the great body of Arabian archers, and 
the dart ſmen and ſlingers, poured all their force 
at once in company with the engines. Let all 
theſe plying upon them, to repulſe them from 
committing their hoſtilities from above, could 
not make them quiet; for ſallying out in com- 
panies like ſo many robbers, they not only 
pulled away the coverings of the enemy where- 
ever they could get to them, bur alſo fell up- 
on the workmen in the defenceleſs condition 
they were in; and wherever they ſurrendered 
the place to them, they effectually demoliſh'd 
the rampart, and ſet fire to the fortifications 
of the ditches, and the wicker coverings. But 
Veſpaſian underſtanding that the cauſe of this 
damage was owing to the ſpaces left between 
the works, (for theſe ſpaces gave the Fews a 


fine opportunity of falling upon the enemy's 


works) he brought all the coverings into one, 
and, giving them an additional ſtrength, he 

þ the force of the 
enemy. . 8.8 

The rampart was now ere&ed,and the works 
brought almoſt to an equality; when Fo/ephus, 
thinking it more diſhonourable and hard, ſhould 
he not put ſomething in execution that was for 
the advantage and ſecurity of the city, called 
together the artificers, and gave orders for rai- 
ling the wall to a greater height. Bur they 


telling him of the impoſſibility of railing it a- 

midſt ſuch a ſhower of darts, he invented this 

ſort of * for them. Aftet he had given 
7 


orders 
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otders for ſtaket to be. drove in, and the aw) their engines, and ſo put ſeveral ef them 60 


them, theraby to receive the ſtones ſhot from 
the engines q; the other darts lid off wäth great 
saſe ank the mbiſtute of the skins proved ſua 
perior to the fire, ſo that the worlemen under 
rhis covering wrouglit day and night in great 
fecurity, till at laſt they raiſed rhe wall twenty 
dubits high, and built towers pretty thick upon 
it, and fortified chem iſtrongly; uhich put the 
Romans,” who believed themſelves already vi- 
Cors into great :perplexity; and, what with 
the ſtratagem of Joſephus, and the reſolution! 
and bravery the citizens ſhew'd, their hearts 


wWore very much dejectet. 


But this canning! ſtratagem, and the refolu- 
tion that appeated in the Fotapatenes, added 
fuel to the reſentment of Veſpaſan - Now 
their new fortification augmented their courage, 
they ſallied out upon the Romans, and daily in 
great companies had engagements with them, 
and committed all kinds of plunder, ravaging 
whatever they met with, and ſetting fire to the 
anemy's . till Veſpuſian, wearied out with 


their continual hoſtilities: ordered his men to 


fit ſtill, reſolving to lay ſiege to the place, and 
endeavour to make himſelf maſter of it by fa- 
mine, and ſtarving it out; concluding, that want 
of proviſions would either oblige tlem to beg 
for mercy,” or, fhauld they parfiſt tothe laſt 
extremity in their preſent obſtinatè temper, 
that hunger would effectually deſtroy them; 
ſuppoſing, ſhould he attack them again when 


worn out with famine, to find them in too lan- 


guid and weak a condition to give him any ob- 
ſtruction of conſequence. Wherefote he gave 
orders. to watch ſtrictly their coming out. 
Ihe citizens in the town had ſtore of corn, 
and of all other neceſſaries, except ſalt; indeed, 
they wanted water, as there was not a well in 
the whole city; but this defect: was remedied 
by rain water, which the inhabitants contented 
themſelves with; yet, during the ſummer-time, 
it ſeldom, if ever, rained in this country. So 


that the ſiege falling out at this time of the 


year, the citizens were very much diſpirited, 


And entertained frightful ideas of an enſuing 


thirſt, and ſtorm'd and rav'd, as if they had 
had no water at all. But when. Joſephus faw 
that the city was in no want of any proviſions, 
that the hearts of the inhabitants were brirk 
and lively, and that he was able to hold out 
the fiege ſo long as to fruſtrate the expectations 
of the Romans, he diſtributed a certain quan- 
tity of water among the citizens. This divi- 
Hon of the water was more terrible, in their 
opinion, than the thoughts of famine, and it 


ſerved but the more to increaſe their deſire of 


berty of ndulgatg their thirſt: Nay, they 
in and faint, as though the 


ſeemed to langu 


pon death, : 1: 


confounded to ſee the beſſege 


TALE CHOEST. GH HS Op UL DATY HER» 
The beſſeg d having e miſerable” misfbt. 
99 ſobn àſtet 
this manner; quite exhauſted, bfu HO 
that the neceſſity to which ee 
would obhge cem t ſurrender the ft) to 
him. BaviFoſop bus was reſolved! to früflrate 
the hopes he entertained, and, aecerdingly tf 
dered'a great many clothes to be ſoaked in the 
water, and hung down from the fortificationg 5 
whereby all the wall preſently became erb, 
the water that droppꝭd ſtom them! The Nn MY 
mans, hereupon, were preſently de jected and 
5 d waſte away ſo 
much water in ſport, which they did not ima- 
gine they had to drink; and therefore the t. 
neral, when he found the impoſlibUity of gain 
ing the city by ſtatving the inhabitants, had 
once more recoutſe to arms, which Was à cir. 
cumftance the Fetus. very much Tong'd för: Fot 
ſince they had no reaſeſ te hope to | ſave Either 
themſelves or their city,” they preferted"gyi 
in battle far before languithing away By! fin. 
ger and thirſt. g 2689 e e aunty 
15. Foſephns,' however, beſides the abope- men. 
non'd.ſtratagem, made uſe of another in orders 
to fecure himſelf, There was a ſubtertaheout 
paſſage on the weſt ſide of the ditch, of tet) 
great diffculty, which made the Roman ovhtil 
nels not very ſtrict” in guurding it: Thron 
this paſſage Foſephus ſent eertain men with t- 
ters to thoſe Fo#ws out of the city who con d 
97 him, who returned him anſwers, and 
furnithed him wirh what tieceſſaries the city 
food: in need of: But his orders to the perſons 
he ſent, were to cteop by the guards with co 
vetings of hairy skins upon them, to deceire 
the perſons that ſhould happen to ſee them in 
the night, ſo far as to take them for dogs; 
which, accordingly, was done ſo often; that the 
guards came to detect the artifice, and ſet 
watch upon the place. 
But Fepbur hon findidg the impoſſibility of 
the city making any long defence; and, ſhonld 
he. remain where he was, the uncertain condi- 
tion to which his life would be expoſed, | held 
a council with the principal citizens how to 
make their eſcape. | But the people case to 
hear of the meaſures they were taking, and gf. 
ther'd about him, with earneſt intreaties bep- 
ging him, That he would noti abandon them, abo 
put all their confidence they had in him alum; 
that they had hopes yet of preſerving their 1; 
as hi ſtaying among them would add tonrape i0 
their ſtrength and potver, aud make then ft 
valiantly** And that fhould"they be taten priſe 
tiers, it would ftill be a ſatisfattion t t! 
be raken with him. That they thought it ud 
beneath him to fly from their enemies, 0 fi 
any deform of abandoning them; or iv er l 
were, out ef a: ſdip in danger of fnking aw 
olent forts, os which be embirt"d Wb (s 
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think that his aim was onty to preſerve his 
own life, told them, That it was For their ad- 
vantage he defigned to depart out f tbe city. For 
ro remain amaug them; who mere, as pergin ſafes 
455 would not: be:of the leaſt fenvice toſ them an, 
with, as without bim; that delivering them 
rom the ſiege when he mas out of the town, was - 
his wm and wear yer be j. —— a 
hf conſequences to all of them"; for he won 
2 up, with all the diſpbateb he could, the 
Galileans ont of. tbe coumm, and remove ih 
Romans From their city hy giving them diverſion 
elſewhere. That, for bis part, he could nos then” 
ſee of what f- ervice or good his flay among them 
con be, nnleſs to irri#ate'the Romans more 
ſerongly to carry on the ſſege, who ſet the taking 
him at a great price; whereas, ſpouiu they fn 
that be had made his eſcape, that alone wou 
induce them! to break up the ſiege. Fheſèe words 
were far from having any influence upon them; 
they only the more ſerved to heighten their de- 
= fire of his ſtay: And, hereupon, the young and 
old men, and women with their children, came 
with tears in their eyes, and fell at his feet, 
which they embraced in a tender manner, and 
pitcouſly intreated him to ſtay among them, 
and ſhare the ſame fortune with them; and 
herein 1 am of opinion, that it was not an envy, 
to his life, but the preſervation of themſelves, 
that moved them to this: For they imagined, 
that ſo long as Fo/ephus was with them, no 
misfortune would befal them. © 
Juaſephus ſuppoſing, ſhould he comply with 
their demands, that their interceſfiohs would 
be conſtrued as the motives inducing him to it, 
and that ſhould he retuſe them, they would 
compel him to it, (and, indeed, the piteons be- 
haviour of rhe ſupplieants contributed much 
towards banifhing the thoughts he had enter- 
W rained of leaving them) he reſolved: to ſtay; 
= whereupon, having armed the citizens who were 
fall of deſpair, Now is the time, ſaid he, of e- 
= crting the utmoſt of our power and eds, gfe 
ve have uo room of hoping to preſerve our lives, 
and liberties, but by ſome glorious action, the = 
membrance of which may be tranſmitted down to 
our poſterity with honour. And thus, after this 
W or exhortation, he ſallied but with rhe mot: 
$ deſperate, and, at the ſame time, the moſt va- 
W ant, who penetrated: to the very camp of the 
W Romans, pulled down the skins chat covered 
them, ſet fire to their works, and fo, in the 
ſame manner, acted the next day, and the day 
after that, and ſeveral other days and nights; 
without any intermiſſion, ' or figns' of fatigne, * 
Viſpaſtan ſeeing the Romans expoſed to ſe- 
| veral inconveniences by theſe ſallies, (for twas 
honourable, . in their opinions, to turn their 
cks to the ems; though they laboured un- 
der ſo great difficulties from their heavy at- 
mour, that they con'd/not purfue them as they 
would, at ſuch times as they made them re- 
eat; for the Fews conſtantly did ſome da- 
| My without any hurt on their ſide, and were 
| Wn into the city upon it) gave orders 
is heavy armed men to decline engaging, 
undd not Gghe with men who wanted to die 
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Foſephns being cautious not to ha ve! them 


walls ſo thick, which, 


for that nothing nue mel more *coutpions » 


thum deſpair- However, that” their -4al les: + 


might be abated, if their aims were diſap- 
pointed, as fire decays when it Wants fuel? 
but that it became the Romans to be cautious 
how they uſed” their arms, as a natioft that 
was not obliged by atty neteſfity to fight, bur 
which aimed only at extending its dominions 
by conqueſt. That his making uſe of the A. 
rabian archers, and the Syrian flingets, and the 
others who caſt ftones, had contfibirted not a 
little to the repalſing of the Fetos.. Befides, 
that his miſſtyè engines, of Which he had a 


great quantity, had been continttally employ d; 


that theſe had done ſome execution among 
them, and made them retire, but that when 
they found themſelves within hot of the ene- 
my, they had conſtantly borne more hard upon 
chi Romans, had fought without any fear of 
their lives, and when one party was farigu'd, it 
retir'd, and another ſucceeded it. 
Veſpaſinn ſuppoſing, from the length of the 
time, and the fallies of the enemy, that they 
were reſolved to play the counter-ſiege upon 
him, having placed his works, nearer. co the“ 
wall, he concluded to try what the ram could 


— 
0 
> 


#4 * * * 


do. Now this is a vaſt beam very much re- 


ſembling the maſt of a ſhip, being ſtrengthen'd : 
at the end with thick plates of iron, made in 
the form of a ram's head, whence it detives | 
irs name. Tis bound in'the middle by ropts, 


and fo hung to another vaſt beam, as it were, 


to the beam of a pair of ſcales, and ſtrongly 
under-propp'd with large ſtakes; and ſo, by: 
being pullꝰd back with the force of a great ma- 
ny men, and with the ſame ſtrength puſh'd for- 


Wards * it battets the walls with its iron! 


head. Neither is any tower fo ſtrong, or any 
though they can bear 
the firſt ſtrokes of it, can ſtand againſt the. con 
tinual ſhocks of it. This was the inſtrument bf 
war the Roman general was reſolved to make 
a trial of, in order to haſten the taking of tlie 
town, as he found the continuing rhe ſiege Was 
attended with pre judicial conſequences to his 


men, and the Fews were always committing” 


their hoſtilities. © In conſequence hereof, after 


they had placed their catapultæ, and other 


miſſive engines neater the walls, ro remove 
the befieged from them, who ſtrove. ro hinder 
their attacks, they poured their darts upon 
them, having, at the fame. rime, the archers 
and lingers in readineſs. This efféctually 
clearing the walls, ſo that not a Jeu durſt ap- 
pear upon them, the enemy had an opportunity 
o fix their ram, which" they ſecured above with 
wrdtes and skins, both for the defence of 
themſelves, and of the engine. At the firſt 
ſtroke the walls ſhook; and the citizens within 
the town, as though it had really been taken, 
made a vaſt and dreadful noſſmee. 
Wen Faſephis faw that the enemy kept 
beating upon one place, and that the wall was 
almoſt batter d thtöugh, he puit in execution a 
device, in ſome meaſure, to elude the force ot 
the engine. He fill'd ſeveral ſacks full of 
chaff, and order'd them to be let down over- 
WW | Gay. 75.6 1 N 
agalnſt that place where he ſaw the ram to bear, 
in order to miſguide the ſtrokes of the ng, 
| and, 
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and, by the looſeneſs of cho ſacks,” to diſap- ever; did nôt detet tho Romans; who, in the 


point the ram, of its full force 3 by which means dusk of the evening, carried and placed the 


he gave the Romans a great deal of hindrance ram again to that part of the wall which had 
and obſtruction: For to what place ſoever they 1 before: been expofed to its battery. One of 


applied the ram, they who ſtood upon the thoſe who; were engaged in bcaring off its al. 


d a 


wall carried thither the ſacks of chaff, - and let ſaults, heteupon, ſhot᷑ a dart; and: Happen'd to 
them down againſt the engine, to ſecure the wound VJeſpaſſan near the heel of his foot; but 
wall from damage. But the Romans, to pre- the wund proved of ſlight conſequence, as the 


vent this for the future, got long poles, to length of the place, where he ſtood, weaken'g 


the end of which they faſtened ſickles, and the force of the caſt. However, the. Romas: 


thereby cut the ropes to which the ſacks were were thrown into a great fright on this occa- 
faſtened. Joſephus, when he found the extra- ſion: They who ſtood neat the perſon of the 
ordinary force oſ the ram, and the execution general, ſeeing the blood appear, were ſorely 
it did, and that the wall (which had been newly diſmayed, and the news of the wound Veſpgſſan 
built) gave way to its violent ſhocks, he took had received, in a moment ſpread itſelf through. 
the men about him, and haſtened to try what out the army; ſo that great numbers abandon- 
fire would do: For preſently (having ſet fire ing the ſiege, through fear and dejection of 
to all the combuſtible things at hand) they ſal - ſpixit, ran to ſee him, and Titus, among the 
lied out at three different parts, and burnt all reſt, who was concerned for his father ; which 
the Roman engines, hurdles, and works. All put the army, who had great tenderneſs. and 
their endeavours to ſave their works, were at- — for their general, into a very mournful 
tended with loſs on their ſide, and the boldneſs condition. But Veſpaſian was not long in te- 
of the beſieged ſtruck them with aſtoniſhment, moving his ſon's fears, and eaſing his foldiers 
ſo that the combuſtible matter mixing among of their concern; for the, pains of his wound 
the pitch, tar, and ſulphur, made the flames being abated, he appeared to all thoſe who ware 
ſpread all round in a moment; and what the concerned, or in any fear about him, and ani- 
Romans had been at prodigious pains in accom- mated them with greater courage to maintain 
pliſhing, was, in leſs than an hoar's time, burnt the war againſt the Fews. Hereupon, every 
to aſhes. , © odge demonſtrated his readineſs to expoſe him- 
While theſe things were in agitation, a cer- ſelf. to any danger, to revenge the diſhonour of 
tain Few ſignaliz d himſelf in a manner that his general; for, exhorting one another to ua- 
deſeryes both to be praiſed, and the account liant deeds, with a ſhour they ruſhed impetu- 


” * * 


thereof tranſmitted to poſterity. His name ouſly upon the wall. 


was Eleazar, and was the ſon of Samæas, and Notwithſtanding the deſtruction which the 
Saab of Galilee was the place of his nativity. Roman catapult and balliſiæ made among ſe- 
He took up a prodigious large ſtone, and threw. veral of the Fews, yet Foſephus and his men 
it from the wall with ſuch force upon the ram, fill maintained their poſt upon the wall, and 
that it broke off the head of the engine, after with fire, pieces of iron, and ſtones, plied the 
which, ſallying out into the midſt of the enemy, men that managed the ram under their cover- 
he took it up, and, without the leaſt fear, ing of hurdles. The execution they made 
brought it up upon the wall. This action was of none, or of very little conſequence; 
made him the mark of all the enemy, and, for the men kept to their duty with prodigious 
with a general indignation, they poured their. alacrity, being ſecn by thoſe whom they them- 
darts upon him; his naked body became ex- ſelves could have no fight of: For the fire 
poſed to their fury, and he received the ſhot making a light about them, 't was no difficulty 
of five arrows upon him, but it was ſo far in ſeeing them, which made the defendants 
from making him N them, that, on coming pour their darts upon them as though it had 
upon the wall, he ſhowed himſelf full to the been day. However, the engines at ſome dil- 
view of the enemy to teſtify the valiant act he tance could not well be diſcerned, and thete- 
bad done, but, his wounds proving mortal, he fore they had ſome trouble to ayoid.the-ſhot of 
tumbled down from the wall, with the head of their arrows; for, with the force of the f{cot- 
the ram in his hands. The action of this brave pions and catapulte, the eus fell in heaps, | 
man was ſeconded by-two brothers, both Ga- and, with the 9 Fs ſtones, which 
lileans, named Netiras and Philip, originally flew with a dreadful ſound from their engines, 
ſprung from the town of Ruma. This heroic the walls ſhook, and the corners of the tower 
pair {allied out upon the ſoldiers of the tenth were broken down - for, in ſpite of all the 
legions, and were carried with ſuch force and reſiſtance of the defendants, though in bodies, 
violence upon the Romans, that they not only the bigneſs and force of the ſtones broke thto 
broke through their ranks, but made every one with a terrible execution. Therefore any ole, 
fly before them whom they attack d. from what happened that night, may. form a 
Foſepbus, and the reſt of the multitude, al- judgment of the great ſtreügth of the tan; 
ter the performance of the two brothers, with for one of thoſe who ſtood about 1 mes Wl 
the grear quantity of fire they threw among the wall, had his head torn from his ſhould 
the enemy, effectually burnt the engines, co- by a ſtone, and, as though a fling had cgaft) 
verings, and other works, of the fifth and ed it, it was toſs'd full three furlongs. Bend 
tenth legions, which had fled: Whereupon, this, a woman big bellied, who it the day- me 
the others following their example, threw down had a little before ſtepp'd out of her houſe, by 
upon the ground all their inftruments of war, the: yiolent ſtroke of another ſtone u | 


and other martial preparations. All this,how: belly,” had the infant torn from her ful Wir 
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furlong, ſo vaſt was the force of the balliftas 
And the noiſe 
Jreadful ſound, as did that of the 
6 on another on the walls gave a ſound ; 


miſſive en- 


and 


the ſhouts of the women in the inſide was ve- 


ty great; the groans of the dying ecchoed 
without, and every place, where the engage 
ment was maintain'd, ſtream*d with blood, and 
the walls were cover d with heaps of dead bo- 
die, the mountains round about ecchoed back, 
and vaſtly contributed to the horror of the 
noiſe, and that night was witneſs to all manner 
of ſcenes that could ſtrike terror to the ears 
or eyes. Great numbers, in bravely defending 
FJotapata, were laid dead on the ſpot, and great 


' numbers were wounded ; and, notwithſtanding 


the continual battering of the engines, the wall 
kept firm till the morning watch; others, who 
were covered with armour, all the time giving 
their aſſiſtance to the part that was weakened, 
before the Romans applied their ſcaling lad- 
ders. | : 


After Veſpaſian had given his men a little 


refreſhment. after the labours of the night, in 
the morning he gather'd rogether his army to 
take the city, As he was delirous to repulſe 
the beſieged from that part of the wall where 
the breach was made, he there poſted three bo- 
dies of his ſtouteſt horſe, after having made 
them ride down to the place, quite covered 
with armour, and with their darts in their hands, 
in order to be the firſt in entering the town 


after the ſcaling ladders had been made uſe of. 


After theſe he poſted a ſtout body ot infantry, 
and drew the reſt of his horſe near the walls in 


a line along the mountainous part of the city, 


to watch that none made their eſcape; and be- 
hind theſe he ſet a company of archers, who 


were commanded to be in readineſs to diſcharge 


their darts. "The flingers, and men who ma- 
naged the engines, had the ſame orders, who 
had other martial machines to apply to thoſe 
parts of the wall which were ſound, with a de- 
ſign to draw off ſome of the defendants who 


ſhould endeavour to withſtand them from guard- 


ing the breach of the wall, while the others, 
borne down with the ſhowers of darts thrown 
at them, ſhould leave a clear paſlage for enter- 
ing in. . 

When Foſephus came to find this was the re- 
ſolution of the enemy, he diſpoſed on the parts 
of the wall which were entire, thoſe who were 
fatigued, and the old men, as ſeemingly to re- 
ceive the ſmalleſt damage on thoſe quarters; 

ut on that part which was battered down, he 
Poſted the men of greateſt courage, and ſix 
perſons, above the reft, among whom he him- 
{elf made one, the very firſt to expoſe them- 
ſelves to the moſt imminent dangers, giving 
them orders, Not to mind the noiſe of the legions, 
out ſhut their ears to the ſound, that they might 
"ot be terrified at it; and receive the ſhowers of 
the enemy”s darts on their bended knees, and on 


heir ſhields covering their heads, till they had 


emptied their quivers. That when the Romans 
fixed their ſcaling ladders, his commands were 
jor. them to ſally out, oppoſe themſelves to the e- 


= and their engines, and encounter with every 
4 | 


of the other engines made a 


Ihe crowds of flain thrown done one 


* 
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man of them, not for preſerving their country, 
but to revenge the loſs of it, and to ſet before 
their eyes the old men and children to be but- 
chered, and their wives who were going to bs 


lain by their enemies, and to fall upon them 


with all their collected rage for the terrible de- 


ſtruction that would enſue. | 


In this manner Joſephus diſpoſed both parts 


of the inhabitants. But ſo-ſoon as the unactive 


part of the multitude, women and children, 
ſaw the city ſurrounded with three lines of the 
enemy, (for the guards and centinels ſtill main- 
tain'd their poſts) the Romans, with ſword in 
hand, preſſing hard upon the place of the wall 
that had been battered down, the mountainous 
places above flaſhing with poliſh'd arms, and 
the Arabian archers ready to draw out their 
darts, then was the laſt diſmal cry given for 
the deſtruction of their city, as though no more 
misfortunes could threaten them, but their ful- 
neſs of calamity was come. Foſephus, that the 
lamentations of the women, or any compaſſion 
for them, might not prove prejudicial to the 
bravery of. his men, ſhut them up priſoners 1n 
their houſes, and, with menaces and threaten- 
ings, commanded them to be {till ; and then 
took his poſt betore rhe breach of the wall, 
which fortune had allotted him: All the time 
diſregarding the engines which were levelled 
againtt him, but obſerving, with great caution, 
the execution of the darts. | . 
Now all the trumpets together ſounded to 
the charge, and the Roman army gave a vaſt 
ſhout ; whereupon, ſuch ſhowers of darts poured 
upon the defendants together, that the light 
was darkened. They of Joſephus's party, 
ſtrictly mindſul of the orders he had given 
them, ſtopped their ears againſt the ſhout, and 
defended their bodies againſt the darts ; but as 
ſoon as they had played their engines, the de- 
fendants, with a furious ſally, fell upon them 
before the engineers had time to renew the 
charge. Several heroic actions, which fully 
witneſſed both a greatneſs of ſoul, and prodi-- 
zious ſtrength, were done by them, as they 
ought with thoſe who endeavoured to mount 
up; Na the laſt puſh to ſhew them- 
ſelves not inferior, though expoſed to the moſt 
cruel extremity, to thoſe who were out of 
danger, and defended themſelves bravely a- 
gainſt them: So that they were reſolved either 
to ſlay or be ſlain by the Romans. In this 
manner did the Fews expoſe themſelves to 
reat and tedious difficulties in vigorouſly de- 
ending themſelves againſt, and repulſing the 
enemy, having no forces in reſerve to ſupply 
their place, and engage the Romans, who had 
freſh ſupplies ſtill ſucceeding thoſe who were 
wearied out, and mounting up the walls as faſt 
as the others were beaten back, encouraging 
one another to brave and couragious a&tions, 
after having form*d themſelves into a cloſe bo- 
dy, and fortified their heads by bearing their 
ſhields over them, and by that means they be- 
came an unſhaken company, and, as it were, 
with one body driving back the Fews with their 


whole number, from that moment got footing 
on the wall, | 


7U Joſepbus, 
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1 to this miſerable condition, 
had recourſe to ſtratagem and counſel, to avert 
the impending danger, (for neceſſiry is very 
quick in finding out means of avoiding imme- 
Ai danger, eſpecially when deſpair ſharpens 
the invention) and commanded. the Jews to 
pour down ſcalding oil upon the enemy ſo co- 
vered with their ſhields, who preſently had the 
oil ready in great abundance, and poured it 
every where about upon the Romans, at the 
ſame time letting down upon them red hot veſ- 
ſels and pots; which burning the Romans in a 
miſerable manner, put their ranks into vaſt con- 
faſion, and forced them from the walls with 
ptodigious pain: For the oil eaſily finding a 
paſſage under their armour, . ſpread all over 
their bodies, even from the crown of the head 
to the ſoles of their feet, and conſumed their 
fleſh like ſo much fire, being of a nature very 
eaſily to be ſer on fire, but not ſo ſoon cool'd, 
by reaſon of its fat and ſmooth ſubſtance. And 
as the Romans were accouter'd with breaſt- 
plates, and helmets tied to them, there was no 
- poſſibility for them to eſcape the fire, but were 
obliged to fly away, here and there, as faſt as 
they could, raving with the torments they ſut- 
fered; and in this condition great numbers 
tumbled from the bridges. Nor was this all; 
for they who made their way to the reſt of their 
companions, who were endeavouring to aſſiſt 
them, were eaſily overcome by thoſe who 
wounded them iu their rear. 5 
Notwithſtanding all theſe difficulties, the 
Romans did not loſe any thing of their bra- 
very, nor the Fews of their 8 For the 
former, though eye-witneſſes of their compa- 
nions being covered with the oil, and of the 
miſerable torments they had ſuffered; yet with 
bravery and reſolution puſhed forward upon 
thoſe who had poured it, every one, all the 
while, calling him who went before, idle and 
indolent, as if they were obſtacles to their 
courage. However, the Fews countermined 
their deſigns by another ſtratagem, which they 
executed upon them as they ſtrove to mount 
up; they poured boiling fenugreek upon the 
bridges, which made the enemy ſlide down, 
and tumble from their ftandings, ſo that none 


of thoſe who fled, or of thoſe who ftrove to 


mount up, could ſtand upright ; for ſeveral, 
unable to fix themſelyes, fell headlong from 
the ſcaling-ladders, and great numbers of o- 
thers were borne violently down upon the 
mounts, and 1n their fall were wounded by the 
Jews from above. For, the Romans thus gi- 
ving way, the Fews had not the trouble of en- 
gaging hand to hand, but were at free liberty 
of uſing their darts. Veſpaſian, about the even- 
ing, called his ſoldiers off, who had laboured 
under many difficulties during this aſſault. Of 
the ſlain, not a few were of the Roman ide, 
but a far greater number were wounded ; and 


of the Jotapatenes ſix were killed, and more 
than three hundred carried off wounded. And 
this engagement. happened on the twentieth 


day of Dee 

Veſpaſian endeavour'd to hearten up his men 
for the hardſhips to which they had been expo- 
ſed ; but ſeeing that they burned with reſent- 
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ment, and that it was not advice, but employ. 
ment they wanted, he gave orders for raiſing 


the mounts to a greater height, and for raiſſ 


three rowers of fifty foot in height each, to be 
well forcified, ery covered on every fide, 28 
well to make their weight a means of ſecuring 
them the more, as to ſtand a firmer proof a. 
gainſt the fire the enemy would throw upon 
them ; and then, having placed mounts upon 
them, he poſted his bowmen and archers, his 
lighter miſſive engines, and his ſtouteſt ſlingets, 
upon them; who, by reaſon of the height and 
mounts of the towers, ſecuring themſelves out 


of ſight, could, nevertheleſs, ſurvey thoſe who 


were upon the wall, and ſmite them. The de- 
tendants finding they could neither eaſily avoid 


the darts that poured upon them from above, 


nor revenge themſelves on the enemy, whom 
they could not ſee, and, at the fame time, ſce- 
ing that the height of the rowers could hardly 
be reached by their arrows, and that the iron 
work which fortified them was ſufficient proof 
againſt their fire, they abandoned the walls, 
and made a furious ſally out upon thoſe who 
were endeavouring to climb them. The 50 


tapatenes, by this means, withſtood them, but 


every day had great loſs on their ſide, being in 
no condition to do the enemy auy damage, un- 
leſs by repulſing them, which was conſtantly 
attended with loſs on their own fide. £3 


Veſpaſian, about this time, ſent Trajan, the 


commander of the tenth legion, with an army 
of ren thouſand foot, and a thouſand horſe, a- 
ainſt a certain city, adjoining to Fotapata, 


called Japha, on the point of revolting, and, 


greatly elated with the unexpected reſiſtance 


the Jotapatenes had made. Trajan, finding the 


city difficult to be taken, (for, beſides the na- 
tural ſtrengtli of the place, it was ſurrounded 
with a double wall) and ſeeing the inhabitants 
ready prepared to march out and fight him, he 
gave them battle, and, after a ſhort reſiſtance, 
put them to flight. The defendants having 
withdrawn within their firſt walt, the Romans 
preſſing hard upon them, broke in with them; 
whereupon, endeavouring to ſecure themſelves 
within the ſecond wall, the other citizens, teat- 
ing the enemy might enter with them, ſhut the 
gates of the town upon them. Indeed, God 
may juſtly be ſaid to gratify, on this occaſion, 
the Romans, with the deſtruction of the Gal- 
Jeans, and to give up to death all the inhadl- 
rants of the place, excluded from the aſſiſtance 
of their brother citizens, to an enemy the mor 


covetous after ſlaughter. For ruſhing in crowds' 


to the gates, and ſeveral times calling to tho 
who were appointed to guard them, in the be. 
midſt of their entreaties to be let in, they wett 
ſlain. The Romans ſecured the firſt wall from 
them, and their own countrymen the ruf 
ſo that being pent up in great numbers bete 


' theſe two barricadoes, many fell by then 


of one another, many by their own 


and intiumerable others by the Romans, FI 


had not ſufficient courage to ſtand 00 
defence: For, beſides the terror which 4 
nemy ſtruck them with, the rreachery ©: 


.# » » ; | t 
own citizens contributed much to make 1 


deſpair. In ſhort, they died wich inter 
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againſt their own countrymen, and not againſt 
the Romans, till the whole number that was 
ain amounted to eleven thouſand men. Here- 
upon Trajan, concluding the city was effectu- 
ally cleared of 1ts fighting men, and ; provided 
there Thofild ſtill remain ſome in it, ſuppoſing 
thar fear would curb their attempts, he reſer- 
\cd the deſtruction of the city for rhe general, 
and ſending certain meſſengers to Veſpaſian, de- 
red him to ſend his ſon 7774s, to put a finiſh- 
ing ſtroke. to the victory. He, thinking that 
there was ſome labour ſtill left to perform, ſent 
his ſon with a reinforcement of five hundred 


horſe, and a thouſand foot. Immediately, on 


his arrival at the city, he put his forces into 
order, and placed Trajan on the left ſide, 
while he poſted himſelf on the right, to con- 
clude the ſiege. But as ſoon as his men had 
6xed their ladders all round the walls, the Ga- 
lileans, though they had for a little while re- 
pulſed the enemy from above, immediately a- 
bandoned the walls: Whereupon, Titus, with 
his men, making a quick deſcent, ſoon made 
themſelves maſters of the city. However, 
they in the inſide, having collected themſelves 
rogether, maintained a brave conflict with the 
enemy; for the more valiant citizens ſallied 
out upon the Romans from the avenues of the 
ſtreets, and from the tops of the houſes the 
women threw down upon them any thing they 
could find; ſo that, for ſix hours, the engage- 
ment continued very hot, and the defendants 
were reſolved not to yield. But they who 
were the moſt valiant and fit to make any re- 
ſiſtance, being cut off, the reſt of the multi- 
tude, old and young together, ſome in the open 
ſtreets, and ſome in the houſes, were made ſa- 


crifices to the ſury and revenge of the enemy; 


ſo that none ſurvived of the male ſex, except 
the infants, who, with the women, were car- 
ried away into captivity. And thus the num- 
ber of ſlain throughout the city, and in the 
former engagement, amounted to fifteen thou- 
land, but of thoſe who were made. captives, 


two thouſand, one hundred, and thirty, This 


deſtruction fell upon the Galileans, on the five 
and twentieth day of the month Deus. 


The Samaritans, alſo, were not free from 


calamities at this time; for having aſſembled 


together, they poſted themſelves on mount Ga- 


iim, which they hold for ſacred. Now this 
numerous meeting, and the elated minds they 
ewed, were looked upon as the preſage of a 
uture war. The misfortunes ro which their 
neighbours had been expoſed, were of no ſer- 
ce in Curbing their ſeditious temper, but raſhly 
| Confiding in their own ſtrength, though they 
my unable to make any powerful reſiſtance, 
we only Encouraged the Romans to purſue 
er good fortune and ſucceſs, even againſt 
mem, and openly broke out into a ſedition. 
1 this, Veſpaſian thought the wiſeſt and beſt 
urie he could take, would be to prevent their 
motion, and cut off from them the means of 
dans him any diſturbance. For though all 
W nel garriſoned, yet the numbers 
1 eg flock' d thither, and the probability of 
whi * nk 4 gave but juſt grounds of fear; for 
ien cauſe, he poſted away Cerealis, who 
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commanded the fifth legion, at the head of. 
threeſcore horſe, arid three thouſand foot. But 
he judged it not ſafe with this handful of men 
either to aſcend the mountain, or give the ene- 
my battle, as great numbers of them had poſ- 
red themſelves in the higher places. Having, 
therefore, poſted all his forces at the foot of 
the mountain, he - obſerved their motions all 
that day. By chance it happen'd, that the Sa- 
maritans had no water, and that prodigious 
heats, at this time, ſcorched the ground, (for 
it was ſummer-time, and the common people 
had forgot to provide themſelves with neceſſa- 
ries) ſo that ſome this very day died with thirſt, 
and many, who preferred ſlavery beſore ſuch a 
death, went over to the Romans. Cerealis, by 
this means, being informed that thoſe who re- 
mained in conjunction tegether, were reduced 
to the laſt extremity, he aſcended the moun- 
tain ; and, having ſurrounded the enemy with 
his army, he firſt of all exhorted them to peace, 
and begged them to ſave their own lives while 
it was in their power, aſſuring them of an in- 
demnity, provided they would lay down their 
arms. | 17 1 Ho 

But his repreſentations proving of no force 
to perſuade them, he fell upon them, and put 
every one to the ſword, to the number of ele- 
ven thouſand and fix hundred perſons. This 
melancholy action was performed on the ſeven 
and twentieth day of Deus; and theſe are the 


calamities which the Samaritans ſaftered; 


The Forapatenes ſtill continuing to endure 
the ſiege again, and, beyond expectation, ſuſ- 
taining the: hardſhips to which they were ex- 
poſed ; the Romans, on the forty ſeventh day 
raiſed their works above the height of the walls. 
On that very day, a deſerter went over to Veſ= 
paſian, acquainting him with the few inhabi- 
tants that were in the town, and their great 
weakneſs ; and that, being quite worn out with 
continual watching and fighting, they were not 
in a condit ion much longer to make reſiſtance, 
and might eaſily be taken by ſtratagem, if they 
would put it in execution: for that, about the 
laſt watch, when they ſought an opportunity to 
get ſome refreſhment from their misfortunes 
by reſt, and when the weary were ſeized with 


a profound ſleep, he told him that the guards 


took the opportunity to ſleep alſo, and adviſed 
him at that very hour to invade the city. Ve/- 
paſian could not but doubt the deſerter, as he 
knew the great fidelity the Fews repoſed in 
one another, and with what contempt hey bore 
the puniſhments inflicted on them, Having a 
particular example before his eyes of a certain 
Fotapatene, who juſt before had ſeemed to de- 
ſpiſe the torments uſed upon him, and, in ſpite 
of the fire which the enemy applied to him, to 
find out the ſecret of the defendant's tranſ- 
actions and ſituation within, ſmiled, even in the 
face of death, and patiently ſuſtained the tor- 
ments of the croſs: This circumſtance, how- 
ever, turned to the advantage of the deſerter, 
as it was concluded from it that he would re- 
veal nothing but the truth. In the mean time, 
Veſpaſian thinking the conſequence would be 
very trifling, ſhould he happen to be impoſed 
on, gave orders for the deſerter's being kept, 
and 
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and prepared his army in order to take the 
"Mis conſequence hereof, at the appointed hour 


they proceeded with great ſecreſy and ſilence 
to the walls, and firſt of all Titus, with Domi- 
tins Sabinus, one of the tribunes, mounted 


them, being followed by a ſmall party of the 


fiſth legion, which they took with them: And 


having flain the watch, they entered the city in 


a quiet manner; after whom, came up Sextus 
Gerealis, the tribune, and Placidus, with the 
men under their command, whom they intro- 
duced. Having ſeizgd upon the citadel, and 
the enemy being in the very heart of the city, 


and day-light now plainly appearing, they who 


were taken priſoners had not the leaſt imagi- 
nation of their deſtruction being ſo near at 
hand; for many, through exceſs of fatigue, 
were diſſolv'd in a profound fleep, and they 
who awoke had the ſight of their eyes darken- 
ed with a thick miſt, which, at that time, by 
chance, diffuſed itſelf all round the city. At 
laſt, the entry of the whole Roman army rouz- 


ed them up to a melancholy ſenſe of their 


misfortunes ; for then they believed that their 
being in the city to be flain, would certainly 
make the place fall a prey to the enemy's arms; 
and, to confirm this, the Romans, who ſtill 
had freſh in their remembrance the innumerable 


| hardſhips they had ſuſtained in the ſiege, had 


no. thought of pity or concern to ſpare any, 
but hurrying the people headlong down from 
the citadel, flew them; where the natrowneſs 
of the place prevented thoſe, who could have 
made a longer reſiſtance, from the liberty of 
engaging : For being ſqueezed together in the 
natrow paſſages, and tumbling down the ſteep 
deſcents, the ſucceeding crowds of the enemy 
eontinually coming upon them, quite bore them 
down, ſo that many of the ſelect men, that 
were about the perſon of Foſephus, were in- 
duced, from theſe diſadvantages, to put a pe- 
riod, with their own hands, to their lives : For 
when they found they were nor able to kill any 
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of the Romans, they took all poſſible precay. 


aſſembled themſelves together in a diſtant 
of the city, they there killed themſelves. 

However, as many of the watch as had had 
the firſt knowledge of the taking of the city 
and found opportunity to make their eſcagt. 
&1zed upon a tower on the north ſide of the 
town, where they held out for ſome' time; but 
as they were incloſed by ſo great multitudes of 
the enemy, *twas too late for them to avoid 
the danger, or hope for mercy ; and therefore 
they —_— oftered their throats to thoſs 
who bore hard upon them. The Romans might 


tion not to fall a ſacriſice to them and having 
b 


have boaſted of a period put to this ſiege with. 


out blood ſhed, had not one of their centurions 
named Anthony, during the taking of the city, 
treacherouſſy loſt his life. For one of thoſs 
who had taken refuge in caves, (of which there 
was a great number about the city) deſired 
Anthony to reach out his right hand to him, « 
a pledge for his preſervation and aſſiſtance to 
come up. Anthony was, indeed, ſo unwar 
as to reach him his hand; upon which, the o. 
ther immediately with his ſpear, as he was 
lower than him, ſmote him through the wind- 
pipe, and inſtantly killed. him. 8 

As many as the Romans found that day, they 
put to the ſword ; and the days after ſearchi 
all the ſecret places, they fell upon all thoſe 
who had concealed themſelyes in caves, raging 
without diſtinction of age, upon all, except 
the women and children. The number collee- 
ted together, to be carried away into captivity, 
amounted to twelve hundred; and the num- 
ber of the flain, taking in thoſe in the deſtruc- 
tion of the city, and thoſe who ſuffered in the 
preceding engagements, made alrogether the 
ſum of forty thouſand. Veſpaſian pave orders 
for the city to be burnt, and all the caſtles and 
fortified places to be laid in aſhes. And thus 
was Fotapata taken in the thirteenth year df 
Nero's reign, and on the firſt day of the month 
Panemns. 


+ Hah 0 
joſe plus is betrayed by a Woman, and has Intentions of urrendering bimſelf to th! 


Romans. The Remonſtrance be makes to thoſe who endeavour to binder him, Hi 
Speech to Veſpaſian when brought before him, and his Reception. , 


HE Romans having ſearched after Foſe- 
=D phus to no purpoſe, out of an extreme re- 
ſentment againſt him, and the general contri- 
buting much to the ſame purpoſe, (for the ta- 
king him was the greateſt deſign of the battle) 
they fell to ranſacking the dead, and all the 
ſecret receſſes of the city. But on the taking 
of the city, he, putting his truſt in ſome di- 
vine aſſiſtance, puth'd through the midſt of the 
enemy, and jump'd down a very deep wall, on 
the fide of which was a broad cave ſeparated 
from it, which, by thoſe who ftood above, could 


not be diſcerned: Here he found forty men of 


note concealed, and a ſufficient proviſion of ne- 
ceſſaries for ſeveral days. All day-time he 
kept himſelf concealed, as the enemy had ſeiz- 


ed upon every place; but, when night came 
he aſcended up, to find an opportunity of ma. 
king his eſcape, and trying the watch: 1 
finding that every poſt and avenue was guide 
upon his account, and that it was impoffble for 
him to deceive the watch, he deſcended ap 
to his cave, and there remained two days; bit 
the third, taking a woman Eon — 1 
who happened to be among the company, 
ewe and betrayed him. Veſpaſian, w 
upon, immediately ſent away two tri aue; 
Paulinus and Gallicanus, to gwe e 
ſurance of indemnity, and exhort him to c. 
up. PF 3 4 a ge 
Upon their coming to him, they uſe en 
many exhortations and perſuaſions to co, 


Book III. 


omiſed that his life ſhould be . ſephus, thus become à ſlave, and, through « 
Bur their remonſtrances had no. © deſire, of continuing to live, ſuffer yourſelf 


to them; and 
5 langer. onſtra 
1 555 * he gathered his ſuſpicions of the 
evils there was 4 probability he ſhould be ex- 
poſed to, from his having been the author of. 
the greateſt hardſhips the Romans had ſuffered. 
in the ſiege; and thus, through fear of being 
call'd only to puniſhment for what he had 
done, he could not help entertaining very. 
fruitful ideas of what wou'd happen, till Ve/-- 
paſjan ſent another tribune, named Nicanor, 
known to Foſephus, and formerly his acquain- 
tance. When he appeared before him, he ac- 
quainred him how merciful and tender the Ro-. 
mans were to thoſe whom they had once ſub- 
dued]; and that his valour was more ſurprizing 
than hateful to the officers; and that the gene- 
ral's inclinations were not to puniſh him, which 
he could do without his ſurrendering himſelf, 
but that he rather deſired to ſave ſo brave a 
man. He added, that Ve/paſian had not ſent a 
friend to deceive him, with a deſign to colour 
oyer the beſt intentions with the worſt, which. 
was friendihip with perfidy; neither had he. 
conſented to come to deceive his friend. 
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to behold the day without your liberty? 
How ſoon have you forgot your ſelf? How 
have you perſuaded numbers to expoſe their 
lives, and ſuffer death glotiouſiy, in defence 
of liberty? Indeed, you will give but a 
mean proof of your courage, and the pru- 


dence which has hitherto guided your actions, 


will be repreſented much to your diſadvan- 
tage, if you pretend to hope for ſafety a- 
mong thoſe againſt whom you have with ſo 
much bravery defended your ſelf; or, ſup- 
poſe your ſafety be not in the leaſt to * 
queſtioned, would you be contented with be- 
ing made a ſlave by them, Yet if the ſuc- 
ceſsful fortune of the Romans had entirely 
made you forget your ſelf, it is our duty, 
notwithſtanding, to conſult the intereſt and 
honour of our country. For which reaſon, 
attend to our reſolution, we will ſupply you 
with a band of men and arms. Now if you 
are willing to die with honour, you ſhall be 
{tiled the general of the Fews; but if you 
refuſe, you ſhall loſe your life as a traitor.” 


Foſephus continuing to heſitate-at_what Ni- And, ſo ſaying, they ſtretch'd out their ſwords 
| ag N him, and threaten'd to put him to death 
1 


6anor had advanced, the ſoldiers, who were en- 
raged at it, were going to throw fire into the 


cave, but their officer reſtrained them, who aus. 


ſtrove all he could to take him alive. Now. 


he offer*d to ſurrender himſelf to the Ro- 


7oſephus having apprehenſion of fear of their 


Nicanor urging the affair with more warmth, executing their deſigns upon him, and thinking 


and Fo/ephus underſtanding the menaces of the he ſhould be 


guilty of not performing the 


hoſtile multitude, he brought to his remem- commands of God laid on him, ſhould he fuffer 
brance what he had dream' d in the night, where- death, before he had revealed every thing to 
in God had foretold him the calamities to which them, judged it neceſſary to begin with a phi- 
the Jews were to be expoſed, and the events loſophical diſcourſe directed to them, to the 
which ſhould fall out to che Roman kings. Be- following effect: To what end, my compani- 


ſides, his conjectures about his dreams, which 
God had delivered in ambiguous terms, were 
not attended with diſagreeable conſequences: 
nor was he ignorant of the prophecies contain- 
ed in the ſacred books, as he himſelf was a 
prieſt, and deſcended from a family of the ſa- 
cerdotal line. Thus that very hour, as if in- 
fluenced by ſome divine impulſe, the dreams 
that were freſh in his memory preſented to his 
mind a train of dreadful ideas; whereupon, he 
privately offered up his prayers to God in theſe 
words: © Foraſmuch as tis thy pleaſure, who 
* didft create the nation of the Fews, to reduce 
it thus low; and foraſmuch as the Romans 
are crowned with all manner of ſucceſs, and 
* thou haſt made choice of my ſpirit to foretel 
* events, therefore I willingly throw myſelf 
into the protection of the Romans, and re- 
* tuſe not to live: but J call thee to witneſs, 
that I ſurrender my ſelf to them, not as a 
* traitor, but as a miniſter appointed by thee.” 
Having thus ſpoken he conſented to go with 
Nicanor, And the Jews, who had taken refuge 
in the fame place, after they had found that 
{ o/ephus had been prevailed on by the remon- 


wi 
wi 
c 


th him, came all, and ſtood round him, and, 
tha loud exclamation, ſaid, .* That there 
* Was reaſon enough then to entertain frightful 
7 ideas of the laws of their country, which 
| God himſelf had rrified, who bad dale 
ul into the Jews above being terrified with 
the thoughts 5, 
| F--* 
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trance of thoſe who had been ſent to intercede 


c 
« 
c 
c 
c 
c 
by 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
- 
c 
c 
ö 
E 
c 
c 
c 
F 
c 
* 


” 


of death. Can you, then, 70 Some, proba 


will ſay that 


ons, are we ſo deſirous co procure our own de- 
ſtruction? Or, why do we occaſion the body 


and ſoul thus to diſagree, which are the moſt 


in the world? Probably ſome 
am changed. This, indeed, is 
not a ſecret to the Romans. That tis honour-. 
able to die in battle, but by the law of war, 
that is, by the hand of the conquerors. Should 
I curſe the Roman ſteel, tis fit then for me to 
fall by my own ſword, and my own arm. Now- 
ik they are ſo moderate as to ſpare an enemy, 
why ſhou'd we be more cruel, and deny 
mercy to our own ſelyes? For 'twill argue 
great folly in us to be guilty of thoſe things 
upon ourſelves, for the ſake of avoiding which, 
we differ from them. That is a brave and no- 
ble action to die in defence of liberty, I own, 
I have nothing to ſay againſt it; nay, to fight 


friendly _ 


and fall by the hands of thoſe who go about 


to deprive us of that bleſſing. But the Ro- 
mans now neither bring their forces againſt 


us, or endeavour to put us to death. After 


the ſame way of reaſoning, alſo, ought that 


man to be accounted a coward, who refuſes. 


to die when particular circumftances call him 
to it; or, who unadviſedly expoſes himſelt. 
to death, when no neceſſity obliges him to 
it, But ſay, under what apptehenſions do we 
labour ſufficient to deter us from going up to 
the Romans? Is it the fear of death? What we 
have ſuſpected from our enemies, we have all the 
reaſon in the world now to aſſure qur ſelves of. 
bly, will object, and ſay, that 
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ve bught to avoid ſlavery, as if at this time 
I Cs bleſſed n n liberty; and, 
in all probability, ſome again will anſwer, 
that it is the ſign of a great ſoul to be his 
on executioner. Bur 'tis certainly not at 
all but the moſt certain fign of a coward; as 
] ſuppoſe that captain to be of the meaneſt 
© heart, who ſhould, through fear of a tem- 
* peſt before the ſtorm comes, voluntarily ſink 
© his veſſel. Nay, to kill one's ſelf is contrary 
© to the practice of all animals, and a great 
© impiety againſt God, who created us: For 
© there is no animal, that voluntarily ſeeks its 
own death. For the law of nature, by which 
we are taught to deſire to live, has a power- 
ful influence over all; and for that reaſon we 
hold thoſe in the place of enemies, who go a- 
bout in a publick manner to deprive us of, 
our life, and puniſh thoſe who ftrive to take 
it away by treachery. Are you not of opinion, 
that God will take it as an affront to him for 
man to preſume to deſpiſe that which he has 
preſented him with as a gift? For we have re- 
ceived from him our being, and 'tis but juſtice 
that we alſo allow him alone the privilege of 
tak ing that being from us. The bodies of all 
men are mortal, but the ſoul is to continue to 
eternity, and a portion of the divine ſpirit is 
inherent in our bodies. Beſides, ſhould a 
perſon idly ſquander away or manage to diſ- 
advantage a thing entruſted to his care, he 
would be eſteemed a knave and a perfidious 
wretch : But ſhould he throw out of his body 
the depoſit of God, will he have aſſurance to 
think he ſhall conceal his crime from him whom 
he hath ſo injur'd? Further, it is thought a 
matter of juſtice to inflict puniſhments on 
flaves that run away, though they leave cruel 
© and hard maſters ; now, if we run away from 
© God, who is the beſt maſter of all, do not we 
© think we do an impious act againſt him? Do 
you plead ignorance, that thoſewho die accord- 
ing to the laws of nature, and repay juſtly. 
back to God their natural debt, are reward- 
ed with everlaſting happineſs, an eternal man- 
ſion in heaven, and are bleſſed with pure and 
obedient ſouls ; which fhall inhabit a moſt ho- 
ly and fanctified place in the heavens, whence, 
after the revolution of many ages there, they 
are ſent again to dwell in pure and holy bo- 
dies. But that thofe who ſhall pollute their 
hands with their own blood, or be inſtrumen- 
ral 1n putting an end to their own lives, ſhall 
be conveyed to the eternal darkneſs of hell; 
and that God, their father, ſhall purſue his 
vengeance upon the children of thoſe who 
hall tranſgreſs his commands in this manner. 
Hence this is wickedneſs that God abomi- 
nates and abhors, and which our wiſeſt legiſla- 
tor hath provided puniſhment againſt. For our 
laws have enacted, that they who ſhall kill 
themſelves, ſhall be caft out, and remain u ich- 
out the honour of interment untill ſun-ſer, 
though we ſuppoſe it lawful to bury our ene- 
mies in the ſame caſe. Beſides, the laws of 
other nations have commanded the right arms 
© of thoſe perſons to be cur off, who have us'd 
them to kill themſelves ; pointing out hereby, 
that as by ſuch an act they divide the body 
* trom the ſoul, ſo they are of opinion they ough: 
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© to ſeparate their arm'from theit body. Where. 
© fore, my companions, we ſhall merit praiſe b. 


entertaining juſt notions of ourſelves, and not 
tunes and hardſhips againſt God our creator 
And if we are deſirous to fave our lives, let 
us now ſecure them (for it will be no diſhon.. 
our to us to owe the obligation of living to 
them, to whom we have fo fully demonſtra. 
ted our bravery and courage by ſuch a con- 
' ſtant ſucceſſion of noble actions) but if ye 
are more ſollicitous to die, death then pill 
be an honour to us, if perform'd by the 
hands of thoſe who are victors and conquerors, 
1 will never ſuffer my ſelf to be enliſted among 
the numbers of the enemy, thereby, to make 
myſelf my own betrayer; for then I ſhould 


by adding impiety to our preſent misfor- 


involve my ſelf in a piece of greater folly 


M e a Aa 


to the enemy: becauſe they do fo for the 
fake of ſaving their lives; while I ſhould 


a a a * 


A 


ſhall ſuffer death with the greateſt pleaſure, 
as I ſhall carry away with me certain proc 
of their perfidy and treachery, which vill 


TT 


8 h 
Foſephus enlarged very much on the ſame to- 
pick, to diſſuade his companions from murther- 
ing themſelves; but deſpair had ſealed up their 
ears, as perſons who had long ſince reſolyed to 
put a period to their lives, and their reſent- 
ment was but the more exaſperated againſt fim; 
in ſhort, they ran to him from different quar- 
ters with their drawn ſwords in their hands, 
taxing him with indolence and cowardice; 
nay, every one made it appear by his looks 
that they deſigned ro put him to death imme- 
diately. Upon this he called to one of them 
by his name, upon another he looked with the 
air of a general, a third he took by the hand, 
and intreated a great deal with a fourth, being 
reduced (as was probable in ſuch a circumſtance 
of neceſſity) to uſe all the different methods 
he was matter of, to prevent them from execu- 
ting their deſigns, whereby he diverted de 
{words of all of them from falling upon him, 
and might be — ken to a wild beaſt fur- 
rounded on every ſide, which looks and caſts 
his eyes always upon him that moves towards 
him. However, thoſe who had ſtill ſome fe. 
gard left for their general in his laſt ſcene} 
miſery and trouble, had not power to eo 
their arms againſt him, but let their {yore 
fall out of their hands; and, when Fm 
among them had ſtruck him with chem, ef 
voluntarily threw them down. lich 
Not withſtanding all theſe difficulties tox 5 
he was expoſed, be had ſtill addteſs eng, 
left him to diſengage himſelf from them 6 4 
che 'comtaicring Pintelt to the care 91 . 
without uſing his own endeayour to bring 7 
ſelf off, brought him into imminent gang job 
his life. © Row come, ſays he, Decal "ho 


© are reſolved to die, let us caſt lots , 


« ſhall flay one another; and iet n, 
© whom the chance falls, die by the hand. 


than that of thoſe who of themſelves fly over 


inevitably cauſe my own deſtruction. 1 
with with all my heart that the Romans may 
deceive me; for if they put me to death at. 
ter having tender'd me their friendſhip, I 


comfort me more than if I had obtained thes 
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© bim who his doomed to be his executioner*: 
By this means it will ſo happen, that all will 
« ſuffer death, and yer none make his arm 
« ouilty of his own death. For it is diſhonour- 
able, alter the reſt are ſlain, for any to re- 
© pent of his raſhneſs, and wiſh for his life.“ 
When he had thus ſaid, they thought they 
might very well believe him in this article ; 
and, having at laſt won them over to agree to 
his propoſal, he threw himſelf among them to 
take his lot. The firſt, hereupon, who drew 
his lot to die, chearfully offered his throat to 
the next perſon to him, concluding that it 
would ſoon be the general's lot to follow his 
example; however, 7/ephus conceived the 
thoughts of dying preferable much to the pre- 
ſerving of life. In ſhort, (whether it ought to 
be attributed to fortune, or to ſome providence 
of God) he was left with another perſon ; 
whereupon, endeayonring neither to be con- 
demned by lot, nor, ſhould he prove the laſt, 
to ſtain his hand in the murther of his country- 
men, he aſſured him of his friendſhip, and per- 
ſuaded him not vainly to throw away his life. 
Having, by this means, eſcaped the war be- 
tween the Romans and his countrymen, Nica- 
or led him to Veſpaſian. All the Romans, 
hereupon, ran to have a ſight of him; and a 
prodigious multitude of people crowding about 
the general, vaſt commotions aroſe among em; 
ſome expreſſing their gladneſs that he was ta- 
ken, others exclaiming aloud, and threatening, 
and others, in order to get nearer to ſee him, 
puſhing forward. They who were at a farther 
diſtance off, cried out to have their enemy pu- 
niſhed; on the other hand, thoſe who ſtood 
near, calling to mind his many valiant actions, 
were fixed in aftoniſhment at his change of for- 


tune; and none of the officers, though they 


had entertained thoughts of reſentment againſt 
him before, could, when they ſaw him, main- 
rain theit enraged temper any longer: But 77. 
tus, above the reſt, our of pity to the family, 
temper, and great patience of Fo/ephus in his 


W mistortunes, was wonderfully taken with him. 
He began to fill his thoughts with a remem- 
brance of what he had formerly been in battle, 
what a noble appearance he made now he was 
nin the hands of his enemy, how ſurprizing th. 


turns of fortune were, how ſudden the chance 


of war was, and how unſtable and uncertain 


human affairs were. 


Titus was followed in his 


A thoughts by numbers of others, who came into 


the 


ame opinion, and were drawn in to pity 


be misfortunes of Joſephus; nor was Titus of 
bitle advantage in obtaining from his father 
alan ſecurity for his life. However, Veſ pa- 
n gave orders to have him ſtrictly guarded, 
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have ſent him 


- * 
1 
1 


as if his intentions had been to 
directly to Nero. ee 

When Foſephus underſtood this, he ſaid he 
was defitous' to have a few words with him by 
himſelf. Whereupon, every one being order d 
to withdraw, except Titus, and two othet 
friends, he opened himſelf to the following ef- 
ect: Jou ſuppoſe, Veſpaſian, that you have 
only made Foſephus a priſoner ; but I come 
a meſſenger to you of circumſtances of greater 
' conſequence. Had not I been ſent by God 
to you, I had known the cuſtom of the 
Jews, and not been ignorant of how it be- 
came the officers of an army to die. Do 
you intend to ſend me to Nero? For what 
reaſon? Is ir becauſe you ſuppoſe: the ſuc- 
ceſſors of Nero to you ſhall continue to reign 
long? Veſpaſian, you ſhall be Cæſar; you 
ſhall be emperor, and after you your ſon. 
But bind me in faſter chains, and keep me 
for yourſelf ; for you ſhall not only have 
dominion over me, but your empire ſhall 
extend over the earth, and ſea, and all the 
race of mankind. I ſhall deſerve a much 
cloſer confinement for my 
ſhall be found to advance an untruth unad- 
viſedly againſt the majeſty of God.“ Upon 
ſaying thus, Veſpaſian was immediately of opi- 
nion not to believe him, ſuppoſing the ſpeech 
of Joſephus was artfully calculated to ſave his 


own life; but God railing ambitious thoughts 


in his miad of graſping at the empire, and by 


ſeveral ſigns, foreſhewing him the ſcepter's de- 
volving upon him, he was induced by flow ad- 


vances to confide in what he had ſaid. In 
ſhort, in other circumſtances he found Fo/ephas 


a man of honour, and of his word: Fot, ſay- 


ing to one of his friends, who was privy to his 
ſecrets, That he was ſurprized what ſhould 
© be the reaſon Foſephus had predicted not a 
© ſyllable to the Fotapatenes concerning their 


© deſtruction, or his own captivity before, if 


© his tales were not fabulous, who might avert 
© the danger that hover'd over his head.“ 7Jo- 
ſephus made anſwer, and ſaid, * That he had 
* foretold the Jotapatenes of their holding out 
© forty ſeven days, and of the Romans taking 
**him/priſoner alive. 
Vieſpaſtan, hereupon, making diligent enquiry 
from the captives, in relation to theſe citcum- 
ſtances, and finding them true, began to put 
faith in what he had delivered concerning him- 
ſelf. However, he neither took the guard off 
him, nor releaſed him from his chains; but, in 
fome ſort of requital, made him a preſent of 
clothes, and other things of value, and continu- 
ed to give him tokens of his refpe& and kind- 
neſs; to which Titus very much contributed. 


ws 


In what Manner Joppe w taten, and Tiberias ſurrender'd up. 


the month Panomus, returned to Ptolo- 
mats, and from thence went to Cefarea on the 
greateſt city of Fullea, and for 


ue greateſt part inhabited by Greeks.:' The ge- 
acral and his army were received with great 


ſhouts and ſigus of joy, by the inhabitants, the 
effect of the reſpect they bore the Romans; 
but their hatred to rhe vanquiſhed was more 
the occaſion; beſides, great numbers of them 
were very loud againſt Fo/ephus, and demanded 
to have him ſurrehdered up 'to Nai 
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niſhment, if 1 
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636 _Fravius Posstenws) 
But J u himſelf from the petition, 


as he found it made by an inconſiderate and 


unthinking multitude, by returning no anſwer 


to it. He appointed two legions to take up 
their winter quarters at Cz/area, becauſe he 
found the city convenient to that end, and put 
the tenth and fifth in Scythopolis, that Ce/area 
might not be expoſed to the burthen of the 
whole army. The place was open in the win- 
ter, but in ſummer it laboured under too vio- 


lent heats, as it ſtood in an even country, and 


on the ſea coaſt. | x. 
In the mean time, a large number having 


collected themſelves together, out of thoſe 
who had abandoned the enemy during the ſedi- 
tion, or had fled from the ruined cities, went 
to Foppe, which Ceſtius had demoliſhed before, 
in order to fortify it for an aſylum to them: 
But the ravages lately committed throughout 
the country, proving a great hindrance to them 
in their deſigns, they took up a reſolution of 
removing to the ſea; and, accordingly, when 
they had built a number of pyratical veſſels, 
they paſſed over into Peuicii, Syria, and 
Afgypt, and there committed their robberies 
and depredations, the ſea on thoſe coaſts ren- 
dering it impracticable for veſſels to ſail. When 
Veſpaſian came to find out their deſign, and 
what they had reſolved upon, he ſent a body of 
horſe and foot to Foppe, who in the night time 
entered the city without any obſtacle, as it was 
unguarded. I hey who were in the town very 
well knew before that an aſſault was deſigned 
inſt them, and fearing the worſt, never once 
offered to make any reſiſtance againſt the Ro- 
mans, but, creeping to their ſhips, when they 
found themſelves out of bow-ſhot, ſtayed all 
the night in them. e Ih, a 
Now Joppe is by nature unfit for harbour- 
ing ſhips (for it ſtands, on a rugged and craggy 
ſhore) both ends bending m a little with pro- 
digious rocks and precipices, which hang over 
into the ſea, where the remains of Andromeda's 
chains, which are to be ſeen there, add to the 
antiquity. of the place; beſides, the north wind 
beats furiouſly againſt the ſhore, and the waves, 
daſhing againſt the oppoſite rocks, makes the 
ſtation for ſhips very dangerous; and the Fep- 


pones toſſing violently upon the ſurges, a very 7 


ſtrong gale began to blow in the morning, 
which they who fail thither call me/as boreas, 
or the black north wind. Hereupon, ſome. of 
the ſhips were forced among one another, others 
driven againſt the rocks, and a great many 
more, who were ſeen ſtriving againſt the ſtorm, 
with all their might, to get to fea, (for they 
feared the cra ſhore, and the enemy that 
ſtood thick upon the beach) were by the wind, 
which raiſed the waves mountain high, ſunk 


down: So that there was no way for them to 


make their eſcape, neither could thoſe who re- 
mained entertain any juſt thoughts of ſaving 


themſelves ; as the force of the winds drove 


them from the ſea, and the Romans hinder'd 
them from landing. On the ſhips daſhing a- 
gainſt one another, a terrible outcry was heard, 
and, on breaking, nothing but lamentation and 
miſerable cries were heard to pierce the ears; 
ſome of the Foppones being thrown amidit the 


W — 
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waves, and ſwallowed up by them, and grez 


numbers of others daſhed on the rocks. Some 
to prevent the ſea from exerciſing its rage up. 
on them, ended their lives on the points of 
their ſwords, eſteeming that the more honour. 
able way of dying; while mulritudes of 0. 
thers, borne on the waves, were daſhed to pie 
ces againſt the oppoſite rocks, ſo that the { 
ſtreamed with the blood of the ſlain, and the 
ſhores were covered with dead bodies. Beſides 
all theſe misfortunes, the Romans ſtanding On 
the beach, catch'd thoſe who were driven on 


the ſhore, and ſlew them; and the numbers of 


thoſe who were thus driven on ſhore, amounted 
to four thouſand and two hundred. The R;. 
mans, by this means, took the city without 
blood ſbed, and entirely laid it in ruins, 
Thus was Foppe twice, in a little time, taken 
by the Romans; and Veſpaſian, to hinder the 
pirates from fortifying themſelves in it again 
raiſed a camp in the city, and left a company 
of horſe wich a few infantry to defend it 1 
that their reſiding there might be of ſervice in 
ſecuring the place, and the horſe in ravaging 
the adjoining country, and taking all manner 
of aſſiſtance from the ſmall cities and towns hy- 
ing contiguous to 7oppe. In obedience to theſe 
commands, they made frequent incurſions into 
the country, and almoſt every day committed 
their ravages and depredations.” . _ 
When Hiero/olyma received the firſt news of 
what had happen'd to Forapata, a great many, 
conſidering the prodigious calamities to which 
it had been reduced, and becauſe no one ap- 
peared among them who had been a real eye- 
witneſs of what was told them, could repoſe 
faith enough in thoſe who brought the neus 
(for there was not a man left that could gire 
any account of the deſtruction; only fame, 
which 1s apt to ſcatter abroad a great many me- 
lancholy facts inconſiderably, noiſed about a 
great deal about the fall of this city) indeed 
about the neighbouring places ſomething ot 
truth was to be found; and all were now put 
beyond any doubt to ſcruple the truth: Ne: 
vertheleſs, a great many performances and ac- 
tions were trump'd up, which, in reality, he- 
ver were done. For it was told about, that 
7Zo/ephus had loſt his life in the fall; a circum- 
ſtance which, filled Hieroſolhma with the grett- 
eſt fear and aſtoniſhment : Indeed, every fr 
mily and houſe paid its laſt tears of concer fc 
thoſe . they had loſt, but the ſorrow for tbe 
general was univerſal. Some mourned bor 
ſtrangers, ſome for their kindted, ſome, 98% 
for their friends, and others for their brother 
but every one lamented for Fo/ep94s. . 7 1 
for thirty days the city was in a conſtant 15 ; 
of mourning and deſpair, and the citizens g 
ſeveral muficians to bear a concert to the 


concern. 


But when the time _ 41 4 bb 
truth openly, and in what ſichat! 
of 7 were, and that what had been id 
them about the: death of  7oſeþ 5 Sgt 15 
fiction, and they came to Eno tha honoll- 
alive, in che hands of the Romans; aud hen 
ed by the officers after à manner lee chen 
the condition of a priſoner, they ſhox 4 
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as much reſentment againſt him, being alive, 
as before they had expreſſed love for him, 
when they believed him to be dead. Some 
tax'd him with indolence and cowardice, and 
others reproach*d him with having betrayed the 
city. 'The city was full of reſentment, and 
they thought no character too bad for him. 
The foils they had received exaſperated them, 
but their adverſe fortune made them the more 
outragious ; and the unexpected havock made 
among their countrymen, which ſhould make 
wiſe men look to their ſecurity, and provide 
ſo for themſelves as not to be expoſed to the 
like hardſhips, only puſhed rhem on, and laid 
them open to other misfortunes : For the end 
of one calamity is often ſeen to prove the be- 
ginning of another. In ſhort, they were hur- 
ried away with a more impetuous fury againſt 
the Romans, as though they had been going to 
make ſufficient amends for the treachery and 
baſeneſs of Jeep. And this was the condi- 
tion of the Hiero/olymites at this time. 

Veſpaſian having a deſire of viſiting Agrip- 
pa's kingdom, (tor the king himſelt had given 


tion to give the general and his army an ho- 
nourable reception, and partly through a view 
by their means to put a period to the troubles 
which then infeſted his kingdom) broke up his 
camp from Cæſarea on the ſea coaſt, and paſs'd 
over to that Cz/area call'd Philippi; where, 
during the ſpace of twenty days, giving a re- 
laxation to his army, and making ſeveral en- 
tertainments, he returned thanks to God for the 
ſucceſs with which his arms had been bleſs'd. 
But receiving the news that Tiberias was en- 
deavouring at a change, and Taricheæ on the 
point of revolting, (both theſe places belong- 
ing to the kingdom of Aerippa) and having de- 
termined to extirpate the Fews wherever he 
found them, he believed it a fit opportunity to 
go with an army againſt them, in order, in ſome 
Kind, to make Agrippa retaliation for his extra- 
ordinary reſpe& and hoſpitality to him, to 
chaſtize theſe two cities, and reduce them to 
their former obedience. In conſequence hereof, 
he ſent his ſon Titus to Cz/area to paſs with 
the army thence to Scythopolis, which is the 
greateſt city of Decapolis, and adjoins to Tibe- 
ids; where, being arrived himſelf, he waited 
for the coming up of his ſon, and afterwards 
marching about thirty furlongs from Tiberias, 
with three legions, he encamped at a place 
call'd Sennabris, in full view of the ſeditious, 
and then ſent Valerianus, the decurion, to nego- 
tate ſome articles of peace with the citizens, 
and to exhort them to ſurrender voluntarily, 
having heard that the people in the town were 
eſirous to live in peace, and that the ſedition 
Was owing to ſome who had excited them to 
take up arms. Valerianus, 1n obedience to his 
orders, haſtened his march, and coming before 
ne walls of the town, diſmounted from his 
horſe, and order'd the horſemen who attended 
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him an invitation, partly through an inclina- 


him to do the ſame, that the citizens might 
not think they came to commit any hoſtilitics 


or skirmiſnes. But, before he had ſpoke a 
wotd, a body of the ſeditious, who had the 


greateſt authority in the city, all in arms, fal- 
lied out upon him. One 7%, the ſon of 


Papphalus, commanded them, who was the 
captain of a band of robbers. Valerianus 
thought it not ſafe to hazard a battle with 
them without the orders of the general, though 
he had been certain of the victory; beſides, he 
found it dangerous for a few to engage with a 
great number, or for his men, who were un- 
prepar'd to attack an enemy well accouter'd, 
and the unexpected boldneſs he ſaw in the aſ- 
pect and behaviour of the Fews, contributed 
much to make him decline the onſet : So he 
returned with all poſſible haſte on foot back a- 
gain, with the other five men, who left behind 
them their horſes, which Jeſus and his follow- 
ers, as though they had taken them by right of 
war, carried in triumph into the city. 
The graver and more dignified inhabitants 
being concern'd at this action, fled to the camp 
of the Romans, and by the mediation of their 
king, proſtrated themſelves at the feet of Ve/- 
paſian in a very ſuppliant manner, begging him 
to have regard to their prayers and 1ntreaties, 
and not condemn a whole city for the folly of 
a few perſons, but ſpare the people, who had 
always continued loyal to the Romans, and re- 
venge himſelt upon the authors of the ſedition, 
who, and the guards ſet over them, had hin- 
der'd them from entering formerly into an al- 
liance with them, as they deſired, and ſtill 
continued to keep them from it. This remon- 
ſtrance had the deſir'd effect upon the general, 
though the taking the horſes {till kept up his 
reſentment againſt the city ; for he ſaw that 
the aftair was not pleaſing to Agrippa. When 
he had received this teſtimony of their fidelity, 
Jeſus and his party, rhinking it no longer ſafe 
for them to ſtay at Tiberias, fled thence, and 
went to TZarichee, Hereupon, Veſpaſian, the 
next day, ſent Trajan before with the horſe, 
to the top of the mountain, to try whether 
peace was the deſire of all; and when he found 
the people had the ſame inclinations and 
thoughts as thoſe who had fled over to the Ro- 
mans, he led his army to the city. They not 
only opened their gates to him, but went out 


to meet him with loud ſhouts, calling him 
their preſerver and benefactor. Veſpaſian ſee- 


ing his men expoſed to difficulties, and crowd- 
ed in the narrow entries to the City, gave orders 
for part of the wall to be pulled down, to open 
a wider paſlage to his army, but forbade them, 
to gratify the king, from taking any plunder, or 
committing any hoſtilities ; and, for the ſame 
cauſe, finding the citizens ready to confirm their 
promiſe of obedience with an oath, he ſpared 
the walls. And thus did Feſpaſian put an end 


to the commotions of a city by the means re- 
cited above. 
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Book IIi 


How Tarichez was taten. 4 Deſcription of Jordan, and of the Country of Gennefar 


FTER this he departed from this place, 

and encamped between it and Taricheæ, 
and tortified his camp with an intrenchment, as 
he ſuſpected the wat would continue ſume time; 
for all the mutineers and ſeditious had taken 
Zaricheæ for their place of refuge, putting 
their confidence in the ſtrength and fortifica- 
tions of the city, as well as in the lake which 
the inhabitants call Genneſar. For the city, be- 
ing like Tiberias, built on a riſing ground, fe- 


ſep bus, where it was not waſh'd by the lake, 


had taken care to fortify it with a ſtrong wall, 
yet not ſo as Tiberias ; tor at the beginning of 
the ſedition, being ſtock*d with plenty of mo- 
ney and other neceſſaties, he raiſed a wall quite 
round; while Taricheæ, on the other hand, was 
obliged to raiſe its fortifications by the contri- 


butions he made out of his own private purſe. 
However, the ſeditious had took care to pro- 


vide themſelves with a large number of ſhips, 
ready in the lake, ſhould they happen to be 
foil'd on the land, to make their eſcape in; or, 
if neceſſity requir'd it, to maintain a naval en- 
gagement in, having been fitted our alſo for 
that purpoſe. The Romans defending their 
camp, and the multitude of the enemy mar- 


| ſhalled out in an exact and regular manner, had 


not ſufficient terror in them to diſpirit the 


hearts of eus and his party, who making a 


furious ſally upon the enemy, at the firſt at- 
tempt, ſcaled the rampart, but ſeeing, after 
they had made ſome deſtruction in the works, 
the enemy in arms, and joined together, they, 
before they expoſed themſelves to any ill con- 
ſequence, retir'd back to their party; where- 
upon, the flying Romans purſued them, and 
forced them to their ſhips. Having thus far 
drawn the Romans after them, as to be able to 
reach them with their darts, they caſt their an- 
chors, and, having put their ſhips into order of 


battle, they began a naval encounter, with the 


enemy on the land. But Veſpaſian, having 
heard that a great number of them were aſ- 
ſembled together on the plain adjoining to the 


city, ſent his ſon Titus thither with a body of 


ſix hundred choice men. 

On finding a great number of the enemy 
there, he ſent to acquaint his father that he 
wanted a reinforcement of more men; but, in 
the mean time, obſerving ſeveral of his cavalry, 
before the ſuccours came, were ready for ac- 
tion, and that ſome others, at the ſight of the 
number of Jews, were, on the other hand, de- 
jected, after he had mounted himſelf on a place 
from whence he could be heard, he thus deli- 
vered himſelf : © Romans and countrymen, In 
© the beginning of my oration to you, *tis fit I 
© acquaint you with your deſcent, that you 
© may not be ignorant who you are, and with 
Whom you are golng to engage. Hitherto 
no nation throughout the whole world has 


, been able to ſtand againſt our power, though 


with the hardſhips 


S M W A ea 0 a 6 a = 


„CCC 


* 


* your skill and experience, and exact main- 
* raining of your ranks, why ſhould I be at the 
« pains of ſaying any thing? We accuſtom our 


« ſelves to the exerciſe of arms in times of 


© peace, to the end we may not always in wat 
© be obliged to produce an equal number to 
© rhe enemy ; otherwiſe, of what ſervice or 


advantage would training ourſelves 


up to 2 


* continual diſcipline be, ſhould we attack 


© with equal forces an unexperienced 


and un- 


* diſciplined enemy? Beſides, I would hare 


you to conſider, that you are armed, 


and the 


< enemy unarmed; you have horſes, they none; 
and that you are going to fight, under the 
conduct of a general, a number of perſons 
© without either head or leader ; and that theſe 
© are all advantages which will not only prove 
* of conliderable conſequenc2 on your fide, 
© but, on the contrary, expoſe the multitudes 
© of the enemy to innumerable inconveniences. 
Neither is it the numbers of an enemy, be 


© they never ſo bold, that makes the 


proſpet- 


© ous turn of a battle incline to their kde; 
© but victory is owing to the valour and cou. 
© rage of a few, as they can be rallied and or- 
« dered at pleaſure, and always ready and pte, 
« pared to aſſiſt one another: But the great 


© numbers of an enemy reap 


more diſadvan- 


« tages from themſelves, than the adverſe par. 


«© ty they contend with. 
© rage, and inconſiderateneſs, that b 
© Fews together, which generally are 
© tives to ſpur on men in deſpair, a! 

© as proſperity ſeems to crown t 


* they prevail much ; bu ebe fiber 
tis virtue 1 
field, al 


© tune damps their vigour, : 
© courage; on the other hand, 
© true fortitude that endures in the 
© 4 will reſolved to bear all things, 
© rage which flouriſhes in the day 0 
© rity, and is not caſt down in the 


»Tis an ungoverne 


ring the 
the mo- 


, as long 


heir arms 
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ald cou 
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the vanquiſhed Fews, that I may mention 
ſomething about them, are not yet worn our 
they have been expoſed 
to; wherefore, *rwill be a diſhonour to us to 
ſee the Fews, ſurrounded with misfortunes on 
every fide, give ſigns of great chearfulnets 
and alacrity, and ſuffer ourſelves, in the 
midſt of fortune's ſmiles, to be concerned 
and dejected. Indeed, I conceive great plea- 
ſure to ſee you appear ſo brisk and ready; 
but my fears are not over, to think ſome 2. 
mong you may be terrified at the numbers 
of the enemy. Wherefore, let each of you 
maturely weigh it in your minds what fort 
ot men you are, and againſt whom you are 
going to fight; and that the Jes, though 
men of ſingular courage, and who deſpiſe 
death, are yet an undiſciplined company, un- 
skilled in the arts of war, and, in point of 
military knowledge, deſorve rather to be cal- 
led a mob, than an army of men. But of 


on, whereb 


Book III. 
« adverſity. Beſides; the motive that animates 
c you to the war, 1s grounded on nobler views 
© than the Jews can boaſt of; for it it be li- 
« berty, and the preſervation of their country, 
« that puſhes them on to undergo the hazard 
« of war, what could we think a nobler ad- 
« yantage than the acquiſition of glory ; and, 
« after having made a conqueſt of the whole 
world, to have it known that we came into 
the field of battle againſt the Fews with 4 
number of forces far unequal to them? And 
we ought to conſider, that we have nothing 
to be any way apprehenſive of, which can 
expoſe us to greater diſadvantages than we 
have hitherto ſuſtained. For we have ſup- 
plies, and thoſe in readineſs, to come up to 


onr aſſiſtance. We have an opportunity of 


c 
& 
* 
& 
« 
* 
« 
0 
c 
« ſnatching the victory out of their hands; 
and *tis expedient that we be before-hand 
e with thoſe which my father deſigns to ſend 
* to our aid, that the proſperity of our arms 
© may be extended with greater renown, and 
© that we may ſuffer none to divide the honour 
© of the day with us. Indeed, it ſhould now 
be determined of me, of my father, and of 
© you, whether the glory of the advantages 
© of fortune already ſucceſsfully thrown into 
© his hands, and the brave atchievements done 
© by him, are what he deſerves ; whether I 
am to be thought a true ſon of his, and you 
© to be ſtiled my ſoldiers ; for conqueſt is fa- 
© miliar to him, neither can I endure the 
© thought of being defeated, and return to 
© him. What conflicts will not ariſe in your 
© breaſts, and what a load of ſhame overwhelm 
© you, to find yourſelves overcome, when the 
© man that leads you our to battle ſhall expoſe 
© himſelf to the dangers of the day? Believe 
© me, I will run where dangers call me, and 
© be the firſt to break into the ranks of the 
© enemy. Whereiore do not abandon me, but 
aſſure yourſelves certainly that God my aſ- 
ſiſter directs my arm, and guides my blow; 
© and take it for granted, that our ſwords will 
© do far more execution than the ſhowers of 
< our darts thrown by engines.” 

After Titus had made this ſpeech, the army, 
as if inſpired by ſome divinity, became imme- 
diately very chearful ; but Trajan, before they 


had begun the engagement, coming up with a 


reinforcement of four hundred men, put them 
into an ill temper of mind, as if by this addi- 
tional number of forces the honour of the vic- 
tory would be taken from them. Veſpaſſan, 
allo, ſent Antonius Silo at the head of two 


WE tnoufand archers, with orders to ſeize on the 


mountain adjoining to the city, in order to re- 
pulſe the defendants from the walls; and they, 
in obedience to his orders, effectually defeated 
thoſe who endeavoured to give any aſſiſtance 


dn that quarter. Titus was the firſt who drove 


is horſe into the ranks of the enemy, and was 

lowed by others with a great ſhout, who 

Y dened themſelves into as large a compaſs as 

dhe ground the enemy had poſted themſelves 

= y they were thought a far greater 

. number than they really were. The u 
u 
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j | though terrified at their ſudden and 


4 Sarge, maintained their ranks, and for a ſmall 


rious 


time valiantly withſtood the firſt onſet; but at 
length, born down with the enemy's darts, and 


with the impetuous force of the horſes; they 


were trodden under foot. By this means, many 
of the Fews were ſlain, and they, who had an 
opportunity to make their eſcape, fled into the 
city with all poſſible haſte. Titus, however, 


EN hard upon their rear, ſlew ſeveral, and 


roke through the united bodies of others; 
while, on the other ſide, he got before a large 
number of forces, and did ſome execution in 
their faces; and others, again, tumbling one 
upon another through haſte, felt the effects of 


his power. Thus he deprived them of finding 


a retreat in the city, and drove them back into 
the plain; but the great multitude of the ene- 
my, through their unequal force, preſs'd for- 
ward, and got into the town. 3 
No ſooner were they got within, than vio- 
lent commotions ruined all their hopes; for the 
inhabitants, for the ſake of preſerving their 
goods, and ſaving their city, had entertained 
no pleaſing ſentiments of the war from the time 
of its firſt breaking out; and the loſs they had 


ſuſtained in this engagement contributed much 


to heighten their diſcontent. The ſtrangers, 


on the other hand, who were pretty numerous, 


were ſo much the more incited to the war, and 
animoſities ſubſiſting between them, vaſt tu- 
mults and diſorders aroſe, which preſaged no- 
thing but deſtruction. Titus, who was not far 
from the walls of the town, hearing the uproar, 
ſaid aloud, Soldiers, this is the time which F 
have been wiſhing for, and why ſhould we loiter 
any longer, when God himſelf ſurrenders up the 
Jews to us Graſp at the victory. What, do 
ack you hear the ſhouts of the enemy £ Who now 
are at variance among themſelves, and forming 
different ſchemes to eſcape our hands. The city 
is inevitably ours, if we take this opportunity 
which offers, and make haſte. But diligence and 
fortitude muſt be mix d with your haſte ; ſor dan- 
gers ſtill lie in the way of brave attions, and no. 
heroic action is uſually perform? d without hazard 
to the perſon who attempts it. *Tis our buſineſs 
not only to prevent the enemy from coming again 
to an agreement among themſelves, which neceſſity 
will ſoon bring about, 'but alſo to be before-hand 
with our auxiliaries, that, beſides the victory in 
defeating ſuch a numerous enemy with ſuch an 
handful of men as we are, the city, too, may be 
taken by our victorious arms alone. 

As ſoon as he had deliver'd himſelf in this 
manner, he mounted his horſe, and rode di- 
rectly to the lake, through which, having made 
his way, he enter'd the city firſt, and, after him, 
the reſt. This piece of fortitude ſtruck thoſe 
who were poſted to defend the walls with a 
terrible fear ; and none were found able, or of 
ſufficient courage, either to engage or repulſe 
him. The centinels having abandoned their 
poſts, eſus and his party got into the fields, 
and diſperſed themſelves, while others, running 


down to the lake, fell directly into the hands 


of their enemies, who were coming up againſt 
them. Others, in endeavouring to get on board 
the ſhips, were made ſacrifices to the Roman 
reſentment and fury, and others were knock'd 
on the head as they ſtrove to fave themſelves 
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road on the right hand. 


640 Fravius Jos 


by ſwimming ; great numbers of the inhabitants 


in the city were ſlaughter'd in a miſerable man- 


ner, namely, of the ſtrangers, who had not of- 
fer d to make their eſcape, and ſtood upon their 
defence, and of the natives, without ſtriking a 


blow, who, conſcious to themſelves that the 


war did not owe its beginning to any advice of 
theirs, had declined the engagement, and were 
in hopes of obtaining favour, till 77rus, ha- 
ving {lain all thoſe who were involved in the re- 
bellion, rook compaſſion on the natives, and 
exempted them from the ſlaughter. They who 


| had fled to the lake, on ſeeing the city taken, 


puſhed forward into the deep, as tar as they 
could, to be out of the reach of their enemies. 

Hereupon Titus diſpatch'd away one of his 
horſemen, to acquaint his father with che joyful 
news of his victory. He, as was reaſonable 
to believe, was wonderfully pleaſed with his 
ſon's valour, and the bravery of the action (for 
now he thought the beſt part of the war was 


finiſh'd,) and on coming to the place himſelt, he 


gave orders for thoſe, who were ſet to guard 
the city, to obſerve that none made his eſcape, 
but commanded every one to be put to death. 
The next day, going down to the lake, he or- 
dered ſhips to be got ready againſt thoſe who 
had took refuge in it; which was inſtantly put 
in execution, as there was plenty of materials, 


and a great number of workmen. 


The lake of Genneſar takes its name from 
the country adjoining, extending in breadth 
forty furlongs, and, beſides ſo many, an hun- 
dred more in length; its water 1s of a fine 
ſweet taſte, and pleaſant to drink, being thin- 
ner than the water found in tenny places, and 
exceeding clear, being banked round with a 
ſandy ſhore. No river or ſpring can compare 
with it for its mild water; and yer, more than 
one could expect from ſo wide a lake could be, 
the water is perpetually cold. Its water, for 
coldneſs, very much reſembles ſnow, after it is 
ſet in the open air, which the natives generally 
in ſummer-time do in the night. IJ here are 
ſeveral ſorts of fiſhes in it, both in ſhape and 
ſmell, differing from the tiſhes of other places; 
and the river Jordan parts it in the middle. 
Now Panium ſeems to be the ſpring-head of 
Fordan, which runs from a place called Phiala 
under ground hither, This place conveys you 
for a hundred and twenty furlongs from Cæſa- 
rea, up into Trachonitis, not much out of the 
The lake, becauſe of 
its roundneſs, nearly reſembling the model of 
a wheel, has the name of Phiala aſcrib'd to it; 
and its baſon is conſtantly ſull of water, never 
leſſening, and never overflowing, Formerly it 
was not known that this was the fountain-head 
of Fordan; and Philip, the tetrarch of Tra- 
chonitis, was the firſt who made the diſcovery : 
For having ordered ſome chaff to be thrown into 
Phiala, they found it conveyed into Panias, 


whence they believed the original head of the 


river flowed. The natural beauty of Panium 
was increaſed by a very magnificent palace, 
built at the coſt and expence of Agrippa. Tis 
plain that the ſtreams of Jordan take their be- 
ginning from this ſubterraneous cave, for they 
divide the muddy waters of Semechonitis, and, 


luable of all the reſt, it ſupplies the inhabi- 


oy durſt not draw near the Romans, who were 


jnaus could reach them with their darts, 1 


0 5 
R 
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EPHUS Book III. 
running forward near an hundred and tweny 
furlongs more behind the city Julias, they ſe- 
parate the lake Genneſar, and then, travetſin 
a long ſpace of the defarr, fall into the lake of 
Aſphaltitis, | ; | 

The country called Genneſar, lies extended 
before the lake, being of an admirable and 
pleaſant ſituation: The fertility of the ſoil 
produces all manner of trees, and the tillers of 
the land plant all kinds of plants here, the 
temperateneſs of the air being accommodated 
to different kinds. Nuts, which love the ſhage 
of trees, grow here in great abundance, ag d 
the palms, which claim a warm ſituation, and 
near them the fig- trees and olives, that flouriſh 
in a milder air. Some call this an ambition gf 
nature, which thus ſtrives to reduce diſagreeing 
qualities to one point, and a prating conten- 
tion of the various ſeaſons of the year, each 
claiming the country as peculiar to it. Nei. 
ther does it cheriſh various kinds of apples, 
which one would little think, but preſerves 
them a long time; and, what are the moſt ya. 


tants with grapes and figs for ten entire months, 
and affords other fruits the whole year round, 
Belides this mildneſs of the air, it is watered 
with a copious ſpring, which the natives call 
Caphernaum. Some are of opinion, that this is 
a vein of the Mie, becauſe it produces fiſhes 
reſembling the Coracinus found in the waters at 
Alexandfia. The country, near the ſhore of the 
lake of the ſame name, extends in length thirty 
turlongs, and in breadth twenty. And this is 
the nature of the place. | 
Veſpaſian, having got his veſſels in readineſs, 
and put as large a number of ſoldiers on board 
as he thought were ſufficient to go againſt thoſe 
who had eſcaped into the lake, weigh'd anchor, 
But they who had been forced into the lake, 
expoſed to nothing but ill fortune, could net- 
ther retreat to land, or were in any condition 
to fight on water with equal advantage; for 
their boats being ſmall, and made only to plut- 
der in, were not able to withſtand the Rem 
ſhips : Beſides, as each was bur thinly manned, 


puſhing forward in an united body againſt em. 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, by falling 
about the enemy's ſhips, they ſometimes got {0 
near them, as to reach the Romans with ther 
ſtones, and ſometimes to hit them; but bot 
ways they themſelves came off by the wotlt ; 
for their ſtones were of no other ſervice than 
making a great noiſe, as they were throw? t 
enemies encloſed in armour. Beſides, the 4, 


had they ventured nigher, they had been pl 
oſed to ſeveral inconveniences before they 
could have been in a condition of doing re 
thing of conſequence, and they and their 1 
had inevitably been ſunk together. Sever, 
endeavouring to break through the a 
were reach'd by the Romans, and run throug 
the body with their daggers ; others, 
enemy boarding ſword in hand, were 


ſacrifice ; and others, by reaſon 2 
mixing among one another, were tare 
tumulr, and ſeized with their boats 17 


Book IV. 


any of thoſe under water heav'dup their heads, 
thay were ſure, before they got under again, to 


ſect the execution of ſome dart upon them, or 


be taken by ſome ſnip. And if choſe who 
pt agitated with a kind of deſpair, ſtrove to 


ſwim to their enemies, the Romans either cut 
off their hands or heads. Various and many 


were the ſcenes of death exhibited at this time, 
till finding their veſlels - ſurrounded on every 


ſide, they end eavoured to ſecure their ſafety 
by flight, and the reſt were forced to make the 
(ore, Many, who could find no retreat in the 
lake, were overwhelmed with the dark, and 
many, after they had leap'd on ſhore, periſh'd 
by the hands of the Romans. One might be- 
hold all the lake colour'd with blood, and full 


of dead bodies; tor not a ſoul ſav'd himſelf. 


The country, the following days, had a nau- 
ſeous ſmell throughout it, and the face of things 
had a melancholy aſpect; for wrecks and 
ſwoln carcaſſes lay in heaps upon the ſhores. 
The ſlain lying expoſed to the violent heat of 
the ſun, and, putriſying, corrupted the air, that 
the calamity, on this occaſion, was not only a 
miſerable circumſtance to the Fews, but the ve- 
ry authors of it cou'd not but be ſenſible of the 
ili effects of it. And this was the period of 
this naval engagement. And with thoſe who 
before had loſt their lives in the city, the num- 
ber amounted to {ix thouſand and five hun- 
dred. 

Veſpaſian, after the fight, mounted his tri- 
bunal at Taric heæ, and, ſeparating the ſtrangers 
from the natives (tor theſe ſeemed to have laid 
the foundation of the war), he ask'd the advice 
of his officers, if it was expedient to ſpare 
them. They telling him of what prejudice to 
his affairs it would be to diſmiſs them, becauſe 
of the little probability there was, after hav- 
ing gained their liberty, that men, ſuch as they 
were, who were exiles from their country, 
wou'd remain quiet, and that they might oblige 
thoſe, to whom they fled, to take up arms: I 
ſay, Veſpaſian, when he found that they did 
not deſerve their lives, and that they mighr 
turn their eſcape to the diſadvantage of thoſe 
who ſhould let them go, began ro think with 
himſelf in what manner he ſhou'd puniſh them: 


tives, and whom the ſhame of kee 


Of the JEWILSH-WAR 641 


For ſhou'd he give orders for having them put 
to death were they then were, he thought the 
natives wou'd not be pleaſed with the action, 
and probably might turn his enemies, as being 
not likely to ſufter that ſuch a number of ſup- 
pliants ſhould be made a ſacrifice among them. 
And he himſelt had ſcruples to offer violence 
to perſons who had given him aſſurance of th&ir 
loyalty. But the perſuaſibns of his friends 
were too powertul for him, who alledged, that 
every thing was lawful againſt the Yes, and 
that intereſt was more to be conſidered than 
honeſty, when neither could be obtained. In 
conſequence hereof, he granted them a piece 
of liberty, but couched in very ambiguous 
terms, and, ſeemingly, to be attended with no 
favonrable conſequences: For he permitted 
them ro depart out the ſame way only which 
led to Tiberias, This liberty, ſo agreeable to 
their wiſhes, filled them with joy, having no 
tears of encountering any difficulties, as they 
were ſuffered to go, with their goods, through 
an open and publick road. 'But, at the ſame 
time, the Romans poſted themſelves all alo 


the way, as far as Tiberias, to hinder any from 
making his eſcape, whereby they oblig'd them 


to keep within the town; and Veſpaſian pre- 
ſently coming after them, ſtopp'd them in the 


road, and order'd his men to fall upon them: 


Whereupon, near twelve hundred old and weak 
perſons were laid dead on the ſpot; but as for 


the ſtouteſt youth, he choſe our ſix thouſand 


from among them, and ſent them to Nero, to 
dig the iſthmus; the reſt of the multitude a- 
mounting to thirty thouſand and four hundred, 
he ſold for ſlaves, beſides thoſe which he made 
a preſent of to Agrippa, whom he left at his 
entire liberty to do as he pleaſed with thoſe 
belonging to his own kingdom; and theſe, too, 
were ſold by the king : The other part of the 
multitude, namely, the Trachonites, and Gau- 


lanites, and Hippenes, and Gadarites, were 


chiefly a multitude of malecontents, and fugi- 


ing peace 


had puſh'd on to take up arms. Their capti- 


vity fell out on the fourth day of the month 
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The ſiege and fall of the city Gamala. 


HOSE Galileans who had re- before; ſo that it reſembled the figure of a ca 
volted from the Romans after the mel, whence it derives its name, though the 
fall of Jotapata, ſurrendered natives have corrupted the word, and do not 
RICA themſelves to them after the expreſs it with ſo much propriety as they ought, 
JP Tacicheates loſs of victory: and On the ſides and front are prodigious deep ci- 
_ — the Romans thereupon took poſ- verns and caves of the earth; but the back 
ſeſſion of all their caſtles and cities, except part, which joins to the mountain, is not ſoin- 
Gi{chall, and thoſe who had ſeized upon acceſſible; to remedy which, the natives cut 
mount Habyrins, Gamala acted in confede= croſs'ditch, and fo prevented any paſſage that 
racy with theſe, a city ſtanding over-againſt way. On the ſteep fide of it were houſes built 
Taric heæ, and upon the mouth of the lake. very thick, and the city, in ſhort, ſeem'd to 
It belonged to the frontiers of Agrippa, as hang upon it ſelf, and to be every moment ready 
did Sogame and Seleucia, Both of theſe to fall down ; the bending down pointing ſouth 
ſtood in the country of Gaulanitis So- ward, where a very lofty hill ſerved the tow 
game was part of the higher, called Gaulana, inſtead of a caſtle: And upon this was a pte, 
and Gamala made a part of the lower), but cipice without any wall about ir, which look d 
Seleucia ſtood at the lake of Serechonitis. Its down into a vaſt deep cavern. There wi 
breadth was thirty furlongs, and its length ſixty, fountain within the circumference of the walls 
and its pooly waters extended as far as the of the city. 4 
place called Daphne, a place, in other reſpects, Though this city was thus by nature render 
of excceding beauty, very pleaſant, and a- almoſt invincible and inaceſſible, yet Jacen 
bounding in ſprings, which ſwelling the leſſer fortified it abundantly more with addition 
Jordan, as it is ſo call'd, at the temple of the ditches and mines, when he ſer about defending 
golden bullock, the river proceeds thence wi- it. They, who were in poſſeſſion of the pla 
der, and broader. Now the inhabitants of So- ſhewed greater preſumption, from the 1 
game and Seleucia, at the begining of the re- ſtrength of the city, than the Jotapatent 1 
volt, were, by Agrippa, joined in alliance with done; but their fighting men were conli - 
him; but Gamala, confiding in the ſtrength of ble fewer, and their ſtrong holds and the * 
its ſituation more than Fotapata, reſuſed to act being ſo well fortified, made them imaß me 
in concert with him; for it ſtood on a rugged enemy's power not able to ſubdue them, 
hill, raiſed upon a very high mountain, and 


0 
f l Gamala was well peopled, and full of 8 
ſtanding up in the middle like a tendon; and, who, as it was a city of great defence, 
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where it began to hang over, it ſtretch'd it ſelf taken refuge in it. Hence it came, C 


˖ 
out a little on the declivity, both behind and Ag rippa's ſending an army to beſiege 1 5. 
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Book IV, 
:nhabitants made a valiant reſiſtance for ſeven 
hs. | | ; 
e een, marching from Ammaus, (now if 
Ammaiis be interpreted, the name is derived 
from cold water, for there is a cold bath there 
of ſovereign uſe againſt ſeveral diſeaſes and 
weakneſſes of the body) where he had encamp- 
ed before Tibcrias, came thence to Gamala, 
but was not able to poſt a guard about all the 
city in its preſent ſituation; but where he 
could he poſted centinels, and made himſelf 
maſter of the higher mountain. When his ſol- 
diers had encamped upon it, he began to throw 
up his trenches in the rear, and raiſe up mounts 
at the eaſt part of the rown, where ſtood a 
tower on a very high place that overlooked 
the city, where the tenth and fifth legions had 
pirch'd their rents ; the fifth, in the mean time, 
E carried on their works againſt the middle part 
ol the city, and the tenth were buſied in fil- 
ung up the ditches and caverns. During theſe 
tranſactions, king Agrippa approaching the 
walls, and endeavouring to make a ſpeech to 
thoſe who ſtood upon them, in relation to a ſut- 
reader, one of ihe (lingers darted a ftone, and 
wounded him on the right arm. Hereupon, 
his ſervants immediately gathered about him, 
and the Roma s, enraged at the wound the 
king had received, and apptehending they them- 
ſelves might be expoſed to the like misfortune, 


believing the fews would give no quarter to 
rangers and enemies, who had“ ſo openly ex- 
erciſed their cruelty upon one of their country- 
men, who had been adviſing them to their in- 
tereit and advantage. Eo 
In conſequence hereof, having brought their 
= works to perfection in a ſhort time, as their 
numbers were conſiderable, and had been ac- 
= cuſtomed to ſuch like undertakings, they pre- 
pared their engines. Chaves and Foſephus (for 
they were the men of greateſt authority in the 
city) endeavoured to put the citizens, though 
ke, afraid, into the beſt order they could, 
becauſe they ſuppoſed the town could not hold 
out the ſiege long, being in no great plenty 
either of water or other neceſlaries : And after 
they had exhorted them to behave bravely, 
they brought them upon the walls. For ſome 
time, they repulſed the enemy as they ap- 
W proach'd with the engines; but, the catapult e 
and balliſtæ playing vigorouily upon the n, they 
W withdrew into the city. The Romans, apply- 
ug their rams to three different parts of the 
walls, ſhook them in a terrible manner; and, a 
breach being made, they ruſh'd in, with a pro- 
disious ſound of trumpers, claſhing of arms, 
and a horrid noiſe they themſelves made, and 
Vegan a furious encounter with the citizens 


6 the Romans, ſtood, for ſome time, firmly, to 
binder their proceeding farther, and valiantly 
epulſed them; bur, being borne down with 
de number of the enemy, who poured upon 
bem on every ſide, and obliged to retire back 
and {eek refuge in the higher parts of the city, 
90 4 length, turn'd about, and, falling man- 
W.. / upon the enemy that puſh'd forward, threw 
em to the ſteep places; and, having forc'd 


were animated ro begin the ſiege immediately, 


A Within, Now they, at the firlt breaking in of 
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them into narrow and difficult pafſes, made a 
dreadful {laughter of them. When the Romans 
ſaw there was no poſſibility of driving the ci - 


tizens from the high poſts they had ſecured, 


and that they could not make their eſcape to 


any part of the town, they fled to the tops of 


the enemy's houſes (being low built), and en- 
deavoured to fave themſelves there. But the 
multitudes flocking thither making the weight 
too much for the houſes to bear, they preſently 
tumbled down, and the fall of one occaſioned 
the ruin of many near it, at the ſame time; and 
thoſe were followed by others: Whereupon, a 
great many of the Romans periſhed ; who, not 
knowing what courſe to take, ruſhed into the 
houſes, though they ſaw they were ready to 
fall. In conſequence hereof, many were buried 
alive under the ruins, and many made their eſ- 
cape, bur not without having firſt received 
ſome hurt or other in ſome part of their bo- 


dies: And the duſt that flew about choack' d a 


great number ; which the men of Gamala ta- 
king for a piece of aſſiſtance ſeat them from 
8 p 


God, and theretore diſregarding their own loſ- 
ſes, they puſh'd hard upon the enemy, and for- 


ced them into the houſes; and having thus 
ſque-zed them into the narrow and difficult 
laces of retreat, that they might cur every 
ſoul of them off, they poured whole ſhowers of 
darts upon them rom above, and ſo made ter- 
rible havock among them. The ruins ot the 
houſes ſupplied then abundantly with ſtones, 
and the ſlain with ſworus; for tak ingH the ſwords 
from the dead bodies, they made ue of chem 
againſt thoſe who were but halt alive: Beſides 
great numbers rumbling down from the houſes; 
tell upon thoſe below, and cruſh'd them to 
death; and they who endeavonred to make their 
eſcape found it almoſt impoſſible; for, ignorant 
of the ſtreets, and the thickneſs of the duſt 
that was raiſed obſcuring their ſight, they wan- 
dered about without knowing one another, aud 
fell in heaps by the ſides of their countrymen. 


They who found a paſſige out wickkdrew di- 
rectly from the city: But YVe/p:/fanv, who was 


conſtantly preſent among his labouring men (for 
he was extremely concern'd to ſee the houſes 
fall upon his army), without any regard to his 
own life, having no not ion of his being got too 
far into the higher part of the town, where he 
was left expoſed in the midſt of dangers only 
with a very few about him, (Titus his fon be- 
ing then from him, and ſent to Micianus in 
Hria) and finding it unſafe and diſhonourable 
to fly, and calling to mind the long train of va- 
liant actions he had done from his infancy, as 
if ſome providence ot God had directed his 
thoughts he made a ſhell of the bodies and 
armour of thoſe who were about him; and ſo 
avoided the deadly effect of the fury of the 
war that poured down from above, and, with- 
out having any fear of the multitudes ot the 
enemy, or ot their darts, he perſiſted in his de- 
ſign, till the enemy, fancying his extraordinary 
preſence ot mind occalion'd by divine influence, 
relaxed the vigour of the engagement. Now 
the neat of the battle being ſomewhat over, he 
drew back, bur never offered to fly till he was 
got clear of the city. IJhis engagement prov'd 


fatal 
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fatal to a great number of Romans, among 
whom fell Ebutius the centurion, a perſon who 
not only in the battle wherein he loſt his lite, 
but in all other encounters before, wherever his 
country called him, gave remarkable and ſur- 
prizing proofs of his valour, and had been a ter- 
rible enemy to the Fews, who owed a great many 
of their misfortunes to him. Beſides, there was 
a certain centurion, named Gallus, who, in the 
midſt of all this confuſion, in company with ten 
ot her ſoldiers, privately enter d one of the houſes, 
where, having heard thoſe who were within, 
while at ſupper, diſcourſing about what the peo- 
ple had deſigned againſt the Romans, or in their 
defence (he being a rian and the men too, with 
him, of the ſame country) he fell upon them in 
the night, and ſtabb'd every ſoul among them, 
and then fled with his men to the Romans, 
without any accident happening to his life. 

Veſpaſian, full of anxious thoughts at the ill 
ſucceſs of his army, and the hardſhips to which 
they had been expoſed, and troubled to the 
ſoul to think they had never ſuftered fo much 
betore, and to ſee the great contuſion they were 
in for having abandon'd their general in his 
dangers, ſtrove to adminifter comfort to their 

deſponding ſpirits, without intimat ing one ſyl- 
lable about himſelf, that he might not be 
thought to complain, but repreſenting to them, 
« that they ought, like brave men, patiently to 
ſubmit to accidents which were common to 
all, and, by bringing to their remembrance 
the nature of war, conſider, that victory and 
couqueſt were no were obtained without effu- 
ſion of blood. That fortune, always incon- 
ſtant, ſtood round the combatants; and as they 
had put ſo many thouſands of the Fews to 
the ſword, ſhe had repaid them 1n their turn 
with a trifling loſs. That as it it argued the 
part of fools, in the day of proſperity to be 
arrogant and elated, ſo as it was no leſs the cha- 
racteriſtick of mean and cowardly ſouls, to 
be diſpirited at an unſucceſsful turn of fortune. 
For the change was ſudden on either ſide; 
but that he was a man of true courage and 


rupted calm, even when the day of adverſity 
blackened upon him, and ſtrove to repair 
what he had loft with freſh alacrity and vi- 
gour. What has now happened, is neither to 
be attributed to our effeminacy and weakneſs, 
or the power and valour of the Fews; but 
*rwas the difficulty of the place that proved 
to their advantage, and our loſs; upon which 
ſome may charge you with too much raſhneſs, 
want of prudence: For when the enemy had 
retreated into the higher places, *twas your 
buſineſs then to have ſtopp'd, and not pro- 
ceeded any farther; and not to have purſued 
them ſo as to expoſe yourſelves to dangets 
in the higher city; but firſt to have made 
yourſelves maſters of the lower town, and 
then, by degrees, have induced thoſe who 
had taken retuge in the higher to come and 
engage you in a ſet battle. Beſides, your 
rouzing yourſelves up now to a noble reſent- 
ment, to vindicate your injured honour, will 
only ſerve to make you more bold and vigo- 
* rious. * I'is not the cuſtom of Romans to make 
a aturious or unadyiſed ſally in war, who perform 
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ſame time, the people of Gama/a began, from 


valour, whoſe ſoul maintained an uninter- 


Book IV. 
© every thing from an exact knowledge and me. 
© thod of diſcipline : This belongs to Barbariaꝝ, 
© and to the Fews ; whoſe conſtant practice it 
is. Wherefore we ought to have recourſe to out 
* native courage and conduct, and rather to ſhey 
* our reſentment, than to deſpair at ſo diſho. 
* hourable a loſs. But let every man among you 
* ſeek his own ſatisfaction by the vigour of his 
arm: For ſo we thall revenge our loſt compe. 
nions, and effectually puniſh thoſe who were 
* theauthors of their deaths. And it ſhall bey 
principal care, even as now, in all ſucceedin. 
* engagements,to conduct you againſt your ene. 
mies, and be the laſt to depart thence,” 

This was the ſpeech Veſpaſian made uſe gf 
to chear up the hearts of his men. At the 


the unexpected turn of fortune which had hap. 
pened 1n their favour, to conceive ſome hopes 
of aſſurance; but, conſidering within themſelves 
afterwards, that they had no reaſon to enter- 
tain any hopes of obtaining a treaty, and te- 
flecting that they were deprived ot all means 
of making their eſcape (for their proviſions be- 
gan now to fail them), they were very much 
de jected, and their reſolutions began to fail 
them: However, ſo far as their preſent circum. 
{ſtances would permit, they took care to ſecure 
themſelves, For the ſtoureſt among them pol. 
ted themſelves at the breaches of the wall, in 
order to defend them, and the reſt were order. 
ed about thoſe parts that remained found au 
entire. But as ſoon as the Romans had tinifh'd 
their batteries, and made an attack, in order to 
* the force of the city once more, numbes 
of them got out of the town through the yal- 
lies, where no guards had been poſted, and 
made their eſcape through the common ſewers, 
But as many, as through fear of being taken in 
making their eſcape remained behind in the city, 
were made ſacrifices to their neceſſities, and pe- 
riſned through want; for only thoſe, who were 
able to bear arms were ſupplied with profi- 
ſions. | | 

Theſe were the hardſhips to which they wete 
expoſed, and which they ſuffered a long time; 
but Veſpaſian, beſides carrying on the ſiege, (cl 
upon thoſe who had ſeized on mount [abyrits 
ſituate between the great plain and Stb, 
riſing in height full thirty turlongs, inaccelv 
on the north fide, and opening on the top i! 
plain of twenty furlongs, fortified all rout 
with a wall. In the fortifying it thus, h. 
had been no more than forty days, and had 1p: 
plied it with abundance of neceſſaries, ® 
ſtock'd the lower places with water, tus inn 
bitants having no other than rain water, 
was the reaſon ſo vaſt a multitude had afſem- 
bled together on it; whereupon, J. eſpaſian felt 
thither ſix hundred horſe, under the comma 
of Placidus. But this officer could find o 7 
of aſcending the mountain; and therefore, c 
der a pretence of entering into à treaty "i 
them,and forgetting what had paſſ*d,he an 

| ught then 
them with hopes of peace; this broug ſan? 
down, but their minds were intent on cot 
ſtratagem againſt him. Indeed, Place 
to them in very gentle terms; but his ay 10 
deſign was to entice them into the P all 


there take them priſoners. According!) 


_ 


he ſuddenly faced about, 


the wall that was broke down. 


Book IV. 


h they had an implicit obedience to him, 
Tn ter Sow, to ve tronchercnlly attack'd. 
Placidus got the better of them by his contri- 
vance; for, on the 5 es beginning an engage- 
ment, he wenge 5 fly 5 and _ — 0 
er of his purſuers into the plain, 
4. ti b did: turned his horſe 
upon them: Immediately they fled, and he 
put a great number of them to the ſword, an 
prevented the reſt of the multitude from get- 
ting back to the mountain: So that leaving Ita- 
byrius, they fled directly to Hieroſolhma, after 
which the natives of the place, by reaſon of the 
extreme want of water they labour' d with, on 
Placidus's promiſe of indemnity, ſurrender d 
the mountain and themſelves to him. 


. „ 


However, thoſe of Gamala, Who were 


thought to be more preſuming, fled and hid 


themſelves, and the weaker fort periſhed with 
the famine : Yet a few, of undaunted courage, 
held out the ſiege ſo long, till three ſoldiers of 
the fifteenth legion, about the morning watch, 
on the two and twentieth day of the month 
Hyperbenetas, gained privately a very high 
tower that ſtood againſt them, by working a 
mine underneath ; which the guards poſted to 
defend it, neither on their getting there, (for 


it was night) nor, after they had been there, 


perceived, or ſo much as ſuſpected. Theſe 
men, on their coming on the tower, endeavour- 
ing to make as little noiſe as they could, rol- 
led down five vaſt ſtones, and threw themſelves 
after them; whereupon, the tower immediately 
fell, with a prodigious noiſe : And the centinels 

oſted to defend it were tumbled down with 
it. The guards, diſtributed in the other places, 
hereupon, were frightened, and fled, and the 
Romans flew many who ventured to break out 
of the town; among whom was 7o/eph, killed 
by an arrow, as he was hurrying' to a part of 
hey who were 
in the inſide of the town, being vaſtly ſurpri- 
zed at the noiſe, ran up and down in the great- 
eſt confuſion and fear, as if all the enemy had 
broke 1nto the oy: But Chares, who all this 
time was ill, and kept his bed, in the midſt of 


the means uſed to recover him, breathed his 


laſt moments, the great canfuſion all were in, 
contributing very much to heighten his diſtem- 
per, and put an end to his life, However, the 
Romans, who had not forgot their former de- 
ſtruction, forbore to enter the town till the 
twenty third day of the aforeſaid month. 
Titus, (who now was come up) enraged at the 
hardſhips which the Romans had ſuffered in his 
abſence, took two hundred choſen horſe and 
his foot, and privately entered the town: But 
the guards no ſooner had found out that he was 
paſſed by them, than they ran to their arms 
with a prodigious noiſe. They who, were in 
the inſide of the city, bein informed that T:zus 
ad got in, ſome of them, with tertible out» 
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cties and confuſion, ſnatch'd up their children 
and wives, and fled into the caſtle ; while o- 
thers, falling directly in the way of Titus, 
were inſtantly put to death; and as many as 
could find no way to make their eſcape into 
the caſtle, through an infatuated confuſion, run 


into the very arms of the Roman guards. And 


what was ſtill more dreadful, a -prodigions 
noiſe of the groans of dying perſons was heard 
in every place, and the blood ſtreaming down 
the ſteep places, ran through all the lower city. 
Veſpaſian, hereupon, went immediately with 
his whole army againſt thoſe who had taken re- 
fuge in the caſtle, The top ot this place was 
one entire rock, of prodigious height, and ot 
difficult aſſeut, crowded with a vaſt number of 
people, and ſurrounded with hanging precipices, 
{o that the Fews terribly galled thoſe who en- 


deavoured to come at them; and, expoſed to 


great inconveniences, others, with their darts, 
and the ſtones they rolled down upon them. 
While they, on account of the height of the 
place, were out of the reach of the Roman 
darts. But a ſtorm, as if ſent by ſome divine 
providence, ſuddenly blew, which bore up the 
Roman darts againſt the defendants, but turn'd 
theirs aſide from the enemy: Neither could 
they ſtand upon the rocks for the violence of 
the wind, as having no ſure, footing, nor ſee 
the enemy as they came up to them. In ſhort, 
the Romans got up, and, having ſurronnded 
them, put to death as well thoſe who ſurren- 
dered, as thoſe who endeavour*'d to make a re- 
ſiſtance. For the remembrance of thoſe who 
had loſt their lives in the firſt breaking into 
the city, animated ail of them with an irrecon- 
clleable reſentment. Hence it came, that many 
deſpairing to ſave themſelves, now they were 
thus hemmed in, threw their children, wives, 
and then themſelves, headlong into the valley, 
which by the caſtle ſunk down to a vaſt depth. 
However, it happened that they who were ta- 
ken thought the reſentment of the Romans of 
leſs violence than the committing ſuch a deſpe- 
rate act upon themſelves. Four thouſand men 
were ſlain, and more than five thouſand, who 
had thrown themſelves down from the caſtle, 


were found; but not one ſoul, more than two 


women, eſcaped death ; theſe were the daugh- 
ters of Philip's ſiſter. Now this Philip was 
the ſon of one Facin, a nobleman, and general 
of king Agrippa's army. And the ſaving their 
lives was owing to the relaxation the Romans 
had given their rage in the laughter. They 
carried their reſentment ſo far, that not even 
the infants were ſpared, but every one at this 
time took ſeveral, and threw them down from 
the caſtle. And thus was Gamala taken on the 


twenty third day of the month Hyperbenetas, 


whoſe revolt began on the four and twentieth 


day of the month Gorpicens. 
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Fravius Joszrenus Book lv 


* — 


#1 


The ſurrendering of Giſchal, upon John's flying to Hieroſolyma. So 


ISCHAL, a ſmall city of Galilee, was 
now the only place that held out; the 
inhabitants whereot were deſirous of peace, 


(for a great number of them being husbandmen, 


were intent upon nothing more than the fruits 
of the earth which they hop'd for) bur abun- 
dance ot robbers had crept in ang them, the 

ed its per- 
nicious influence on ſome of the citizens. They 
were excited to a revolt by the perſuaſions of 
ohn, the ſon of one Lev a perſom of cou- 
ſummate arrifice, of a very cunniag diſpoſition, 
of addreſs to aſpire at great things, and of ex- 
traordinary abilities to put ſuch thoughts and 
deſires in action, and a man whom the world 
knew to love war, through a deſire of making 
himſelf maſter of the government. The ſedi- 


tious in Gi/chal] were entirely in his intereſt, 


and probably thoſe very people who had con- 
cluded to fend their ambaſſadors about a ſur- 
render; to humour them, waited for the coming 
up of the Romans in a polture to engage them. 


But Ve/pa/ian ſent Titus at the head of a thou- 


ſand horſe againſt them, diſpatched away the 
tenth legion to Ste, and himſelf, with 
the two others, returned to Cæſarca, where he 
allowed them to refreſh themſelves after their 
great and continued hardſhips, ſuppoſing the 
great ſtore and plenty of things he found in 
the cities would contribute much to the health 
and ſtrength of their bodies, and animate their 
minds with a more prevailing alacrity to per- 
form any future engagements. For he faw 
that a great deal of work was prepared for 


him about Hiero/olpma, which was the metros - 


polis and principal city of the nation, and into 


which all thoſe who had eſcaped our of battle 


had fled. Beſides, as the city was ſtrongly for- 
tified. by nature, and ſurrounded with walls of 
prodigious ſtrength, he cauld not forbear bein 

affected with extteam concern, eſpecially when 
he conſidered that even without walls ſor their 
defence, the courage and bravery of the Fervs 
were not to be ſubdued with any ſmall di ffi- 
culty. For which reaſon he took care to exer- 
ciſe his men like ſo many wreſtlers, before he 
began any attack. e 

Titus coming near the city on horſeback, 


found it eaſy to be taken on the firſt aſſault; 


but conſidering, ſhould the place be won by 
compulſive means, the inhabitants and people 
therein would fall a ſacriſice to the reſentment 


of his ſoldiers, (himſelf being now no ways 


inclined for any further blood ſhed) and being 
uneaſy to let ſo vaſt a multitude be deſtroyed 
where the innocent would ſuffer equally with 
che moſt guilty, he choſe rather to have the 
town ſurrendered to him on certain conditions. 
Wherefore, as prodigious crowds of people 
were upon the walls, who, for the mayor part, 
ſided with the factious, he addreſſed himſelf to 
them in the following manner, ſaying, He 


c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


was aſtoniſhed to.think, on what dependance 
they could rely, after all their cities were 
already taken, and they the only one to re, 
ſiſt the Roman powers, when they had ſeen 
cities, of much greater ſtrength than theirs, 
© taken at the firſt aſſault; and thoſe of their 

countrymen who had thrown themſelves into 
their protection, enjoyed their goods and 


£ fortunes in ſecurity : Which indulgence, he 


told them, he was ready to offer them, as 
being unwilling to ſeek any revenge for their 
* inſolent behaviour. That he forgave them 
the hopes they had entertained. of their li- 
« berty, but could not paſs by their perſeye. 


A 


* if they would not obey his friendly words, 
and the kind offers he had made them, they 
© ſhould ſoon be ſenſible of the force of his 
© arms, that ſhould give no quarter ; and find 
© that the Roman engines would ſoon batter 
© down their wall, in which they had confided 
: ſo much, and ſhown themſelves a multitude 
© of rogane Wren. Eno norng 
The defendants not only returned any 
anſwer to Titis's ſpeech, but could not fo much 
as get upon the walls ; tor the robbers had 
made themſelves maſters of the whole city, 
and guards were poſted at the gates, ſo that 
none were ſuffer*d to go out to manage a treaty, 
nor any horſeman admitted into the town, 


Hereupon, John declared himſelf, © That he 


was willing to receive the conditions, and 
© would either influence by his perſuaſions, ot 
© uſe forcible means upon thoſe who fhould te- 
* faſe them; but that it was neceſſary to let 
© that day, which was the ſeventh, be celebra- 
© ted as the Fewiſh law had appointed: For as 
it was unlawful to have recourſe to arms 
© thereon, ſo it was equally prohibited to enter 
into any engagement. That the Romans 
* were no ſtrangers to their abſtaining from all 
© manner of work on every ſeventh, day: 
Which, ſhould they act iu oppoſition to, 
would involve as wel! thoſe who thould force 
© them, as thoſe who ſhould be compelled, in 
© the ſame guilt of impiety. That alittle de. 
© lay would be attended with no prejudieh 
* conſequences, (for what could any one fe. 
© ſolve on in the ſpace of one night, unleſs (0 
© take meaſures how he might make his c(caP%, 
© whieh,as the enemy's camp was pitch d round 
© them, *twould be almoſt an impoſſib1lty. 
© do) but that it would be entirely fot then 
© intereſt to a& in conformity to the Jaws. 
And it was his buſineſs, who, beyond 7 
© hopes, made them tenders of peace, 19 x 
© them, and preſerve their laws. Jh ere 
uſe of theſe artificial words to impoſe on 7 1 ; 
but the religion of the ſeventh day was "7 


much the view of his thought, as a proſpect to 


preſerve his own life. For he on ri 


ſhould the city happen to be taken, deſert 


ring in their deſperate reſolutions ; and that 


a 
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Book IV. 
deſerted and abandoned, having placed his 
hopes of life in the night, and making his eſ- 
cape. But God certainly brought it about, 
who ſaved Fohn for the deſtruction of Hieraſo- 
Iyma, that Vitus ſhould not only be convinced 
of the deſign of his dilatory proceeding, but 
alſo move farther off, and encamp at Cydeſſa, 
which is an inland and ſtrong town of the 7y- 
rians, at perpetual hatred and war with the Ga- 
lileans, vaſtly populous, and well fortified to 
maintain itſelf againſt the animoſities which 


from time to time ſubſiſt between it and that 
ration, 


Roman guards, he laid hold of the opportunity 
of the night, and not only took up thoſe ar- 
med men that were about him, but a great 
number of thoſe who had far neuter with their 
families, and fled to Hiergſolyma. For the 
length of twenty furlongs he had preſence of 
mind enough to conduct the multitude of wo- 
men and children ſafe; but being a man in pro- 
digious apprehenſions of his own captivity and 
lite, he could proceed no farther without a- 
bandoning them; whereupon, thoſe who were 
thus left, were ſeized with a particular concern 
and de jection of ſpirit : For the tarther every 
one thought they were removed from their 
friends, the nearer they believed themſelves to 
be to their enemies. And ſuppoling they were 
followed cloſe at their heels by thoſe who were 
going to make them priſoners, they were re- 
duced to the greateſt concern imaginable, and 
ſeveral times looked back at hearing the noiſe 
they made by their own tumultuous running, 
as if thoſe they fled from were falling upon 
them: And many, indeed, drew alide into ways 
that were impaſſable, and many others, while 
they ſtrove to make the beſt of the road, and 
out-ſtrip one another, were killed in the hurry, 
The deſtruction made among the women and 
children on this occalion, was a miſerable ſcene, 
and ſome of the women had the courage to 
call aloud to the men and their relations, after 
a very ſuppliant manner, to ſtay for them. 
But John's remonſtrances were of more effec- 
tual force, who bade them aloud endeavour to 
ſave themſelves, and eſcape to that place, where 
they might revenge themſelves upon the Ro- 
mans, ſhould they offer to commit their depre- 
Cations there. In conſequence hereof, the mul- 
titude of thoſe who fled, each as his particular 
ſtrength and feet would permit, immediately 


diſperſed, and went away with all poſſible haſte: 

Titus, the next day, ſtood at the walls of 
the town with the conditions in his hands, The 
people opened their gates to him, and coming 
betore him with their wives and children, in 
loud acclamations ſtiled him their benefactor, 
and who, by his care and kind concern, had de- 
Ivered their city from deſtruction, At the 
ſame time, they acquainted him how John had 
made his eſcape, and begged he would take 
compaſſion of them, go into the city, and pu- 


niſh thoſe who ſtill were remaining, and con- 


| | triving freſh diſturbances. But ſetting alide 
When John perceived the city free from the 


che petitions of the people, he diſpatch'd away 
a troop of horſe to purſue John, who could 
not come up with him, (tor by this time he was 
got into Hieroſolj ma) but near (ix thouſand of 
thoſe who fled were put to the ſword, and 
they brought back with them near three thou- 
{and women and children, Titus was extreme] 

enraged he had not immediately puniſh*d John's 
perfidy and baſeneſs ; but, becauſe he had been 


diſappointed in his enraged deſigns, he had 


ſome ſatisfaction in his mind, by the number of 
captives he had taken, and by thoſe who had 
been ſlain; and therefore he made his entry 
into the city amidſt the joyful acclamat ions of 
the people: And having commanded his ſol- 
diers to pull down part of the walls, as his 


right by conqueſt, he put a ſtop to the pro- 
ceedings of the diſturbers of the city more b 


his menaces than puniſhments: And he was of 


opinion, there were ſeveral, who, ſhould he 
puniſh them as they deſerved, would involve 
the innocent in the ſame guilt with them : 
Wherefore, he concluded ic was more ſafe and 
prudent to leave the criminal to his own fears 
and uneaſineſs, than puniſh any wrongfully 
who were innocent ; for that, probably, the 
fear of puniſhment might have a kinder influ- 
ence over him to reEtify his future conduct, 
and the oblivion of what was paſt might create 
in his mind a reverence for the perſon who 
granted it ; but that the puniſhments of thoſe 
who ſhould die wrongfully were impoſſible to 
be recall'd, However, he took care to put a 
garriſon into the town, by whoſe aſſiſtance he 
might reſtrain the ſeditious from any violent 
meaſures, and leave thoſe, who deſir'd to dwell 
in peace, in a ſure and eſtabliſh'd condition. 
Thus was all Galilee at length reduced, havin 


colt the Romans much labour and pains to ſub- 
due it. 


CHAP. HE 


Of John the Giſchalene. O 


f the Zealots, and of Ananus the Prieſt, and how they 


fell out among themſelves, 


PON Fohr's entering Hieroſolyma, all 
the city flock*d to him, and great crowds 
of people aſſembling about every one of thoſe 
Who had made their eſcape, asked a thouſand 
queſtions about the hardſhips they had been ex- 
poſed to; but their extreme want of breath, 
and the confuſion they diſcovered, were ſuffi- 
dient to ſpeak the neceſſity they were in: Not- 


withſtanding, they ſhewed a kind of pride and 
boldneſs in their misfortunes, ſaying, they had 
not turned their backs upon rhe Romans, but 
voluntarily were come to fight with them from 
a place of better defence. That it argued vaſt 
imprudence, and was of uo ſignificancy at all, 


raſhly to expoſe themſelves to dangers in the | 


defence of Gi/thal, and a few other ſmall ci- 


ties 
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ties not ſufficiently fortified, but that it became 
them to lay up and preſerve their arms and 
courage for the defence of the metropolis of 
the nation. When they had related the fall of 
Gi/chal, and their commendable departure, as 
they pretended, many were of opinion that 1t 
was no other than a flight: But when they 
came to hear of thoſe things which had betallen 
the captives, then the people were in no ſmall 
confuſion, and from that moment drew certain 
omens of their own deſtruction : But Johu was 
no way concerned for the condition of thoſe he 


* 


had left behind; he amuſed every one with art- 


ful ſpeeches, and with hopes incited them to 
war, pre tending that the Roman affairs were in 
a weak ſtate, and exalting his own ſtrength, he 
deluded the ignorance of the unwary, by aſ- 
ſerting, that ſhould the Romans take wing, 
*rwas impoſſible they ſhould reduce the walls 
of Hieroſoli ma, who had encountered ſuch a 
train of difficulties and misfortunes about the 
towns of Galilee, and worn out their engines of 
war in battering down their walls. 
Theſe ſpecious and inſulting words poiſoned 
the minds of a great number of the younger 
ſort, who being elated with vain thoughts of 
their own power, were induced to carry on the 
war; but of the more prudent and ancient 
there was not one who did not lament as much 
at the bare proſpect of their future calamities, 
as if the city had that moment been utterly de- 
ſtroyed. In this terrible ſtate of confuſion was 
the people: But before the ſedition broke out 
at Hieroſolyma, violent commotion raged a- 
mong the people throughout the province; for 
Titus marching from Gi/chal to Cæſarea, and 
Veſpaſian from Cæſarea to Famnia and Azvtts, 
ſubdued both thoſe places, and after having 
forrified them with ſufficient garriſons, - he re- 
rurned back, carrying along with rhem a large 
multitude of ſuch as had voluntarily ſurren- 
dered to him. Every city now was divided 
with commotions and civil diſſentions; and 
thoſe who had ſome reſpite from the violence 
of the Romans, turned their arms againſt one 
another. The animoſities between thoſe who 
wiſhed for war, and thoſe who deſired peace, 
were riſen to an extravagant height. At firſt 
thoſe families between whom there had been 
ſome time betore a particular enmity, through 
malice, began the diſpute; and then, upon a 
difterence happening between thoſe people who 
had before agreed with a perfe& harmony and 
friendſhip, every one who was in the ſame way 
of thinking joined them; ſo that, as ſoon as 
they had got a number of partizans to ſide 
with them, they did not endeavour to conceal 
their inveteracy and hatred. The diſagreement 
was univerſal, and the youth and boldneſs of 
thoſe who wanted to embroil affairs, and have 
recourſe to arms, prevailed over the prudence 
of the more ancient. The firſt enterprize of 
the natives was making excurſions for plunder 
and ſpoil ; and then, having formed themſelves 
into bands and companies, they ſpread them- 


{elves throughout the province: So that there 


was not much difference between the violence 
of the Roman arms, and the cruelty and bar- 
barity of their actions; which made ſeyeral of 


FLAVIUSs JoSEPHUS 


k IV. 
thoſe who were thus plundered, of opiniqn 
that the rigour of the Roman arms would be 
attended with leſs deſperate conſequences, 

Theſe guards, poſted in the ſeveral cities 
partly either becauſe they did not cate to in. 
volve themſelves in much trouble, or pati 
becauſe they were on no good terms with the 
nation, were of none, or very little aſſiſtance 
to thoſe who were thus injured : So that, in the 
concluſion, the chief of the ſeveral bands g 
robbers, being ſatiated with the ſpoil they hy 
taken throughout the country, Laber Loge. 
ther from their reſpective quarters, and, forn. 
ing themſelves into a formidable company, pri. 
vately got into Hiero/olyma, a City, at this 
time, without any particular governor to ma. 
nage its affairs, and which, conformably to is 
ancient cuſtom, now admitted, without any d. 
ſtinction, and without ſetting any one to ob- 
ſerve their behaviour, all ſorts of Fews, within 
its walls, being, at this particular time, more 
eſpecially induced to do fo, as every one be- 
lieved that thoſe who deſired to come into the 
city, acted from a motive of affection to cone 
and aſſiſt them. But theſe very people, with- 
out being the immediate inſtruments of raiſing 
a ſedition, were afterwards the perſons who 
plunged the city into all its future calamitics, 
For what ſhould have ſerved for the mainte- 
nance and ſupport of their ſoldiers, was con- 
{ſumed by an indolent and uſeleſs multitude, 
And hence it came, that, beſides the war, they 
occaſioned a ſedition and famine among thene 
ſelves. | 

Nor was this all : Other robbers, who had 
ravaged the neighbouring country, having ob- 
tained admitrance into the city, and joined to 
their party thoſe within who were of a more 
cruel diſpoſition, were guilty of all thoſe actions 
which were likely to be attended with fatal 
conſequences. .'1 hey not only made their de- 

recations and ſpoils the meaſure of their pre- 
umption and boldneſs, but proceeded ſo fac i 
their violence, as to commit murthers : Nat 
were their actions confined to the night, or to 
privacy, or to killing ſome certain perſons; 
but they went on openly, and in the day- time, 
and began to exerciſe their barbarities on mel 
of the greateſt diſtinction? For they firſt of al 
ſeized upon and impriſoned Antipas, a perio 
of royal deſcent, and the moſt eminent c1tiz 


in Hieroſohhma, both for authority and mai 


excellent qualifications, who was entruſted uit 
the management of the publick treaſury; 96 
after him, Levias, a nobleman, and Hop bus, the 
ſon of Raguel, (who were both nobly deſcend- 
ed) and all others whom they thought were a 
kuren above the reſt in the country. ® 
theſe proceedings put together, gave the N 
ple a very ſenſible affliction; and every oo 
if the city had already been actually 1% 
were employed in taking care of their on pf 
ſervation. 9 

But to keep them confined in priſon, 4 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy the robbers, and go 
rain them any longer in their confinement ©: 
thought, was dangerous: For the Perg R 
their families, who were many, Wer 0 
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their friends : And, beſides, there was reaſon 
to think the people, offended at the unjuſt mea- 
ſures they had taken, would make an inſur- 
rection. Wherefore, having determined to put 
them to death, they ſent John, one of their 
party, the moſt reſolute and inhumane, to put 
their decree in execution 

Immediately he went to the priſon, : 
ed by ten perſons with drawn {words, who put 
to death the perſons confined there. To con- 
ceal, in an artful manner, ſo great ati inſtance 
of barbarity, they pretended that they had 
held intelligence with the Romans, about ſur- 
rendering the city to them; and ſaid, they had 
lain men who were going to betray all their 
liberties, and were ſo far from repenting of 
what they had done, that they gloried in the 
boldneſs of the action, as though they had 
done the city a ſignal piece of ſervice, and been 
the means of hep. 1 : 

In conſequence of theſe unjuſt proceedings, 
the people were reduced to the greateſt de- 
jection of ſpirit, while they, on the other hand, 
were puffed up to ſo high a degree of inſo- 
lence and arrogance, as arbitrarily to fix upon 
perſons for the office of the prieſthood, The 
right of thoſe particular families was immedi- 
ately thrown aſide and abrogated, out of which 
the prieſts ſucceſſively had been choſen, and 
men of ignoble birth, and no repuration, were 
conſtituted in their ſtead, with no other deſign 
than to procure abettors of their 1mplous 
actions. Yet, as theſe were undeſervedly in- 
veſted with the higheſt honours, there was a 
neceſſity of paying obedience to thoſe who had 
placed them in ſuch diſtinguiſh'd offices: Bur 
contentions and animoliries breaking out among 
them, made them graſp at the firſt opportunity 
to revenge themſelves on thoſe who had endea- 
voured to obſtruct them in their deſigns ; and 
having now fully ſatisfied themſelves with the 
injuries they had done mankind, they turned 
their impiety againſt the deity, and, with pol- 
luted feet, entered the holy of holies in the 
temple. ns 

This was ſufficient to raiſe the indignation of 
the people, who now were extremely enraged 
againſt them, (for Anauus had aſſiſted the peo- 
ple very much in their deſigus) who was the 
eldeſt prieſt, a man of grear ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding, and, in all probability, had ſaved the 
City, had he had the good fortune to have eſ- 
caped out of the hands of thoſe who ſought 
his life, they having made the temple of God 
a place to ſecure themſelves from the commo- 
tions of the people; and not only fo, but an 
aſy lum to their partizans, and a houſe to exer- 
ciſe their tyrannick actions in. But of all their 
actions that gave the greateſt diſguſt, was their 
groſs diſſimulation; for, to find out the mea- 
ture of the people's fears, and their ſtrength, 
they pretended to elect prieſts by way of caſt- 
ing lots; when, as we have obſerved above, 
the ſucceſſion ought, of right, to have conti- 
nued in particular families. And, to colour 
over this fraud, they alledg'd an ancient cuſ- 
tom, ſaying, it had formerly been cuſtomary 
= *2 chuſe the prieſts by caſting of lots: But this 
Vas, in fact, to ftrike at the root of the ftron- 


geſt law the Jews had, and plainly a device to 
No, 59. | 
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get the power into their own hands, in order to 
conſtitute prieſts and other magiſtrates accord 
Ing to their own wills, and in their own intereſt. 
In conſequence hereof, one of the tribes of 
the ſacerdotal line, was ſummoned, (which was 
called Eniachim) and thereupon they proceed- 
ed to chuſe a prieſt by lot: The chance fell 
npon a perſon who diſcovered in the cleareſt 
light, their violent and unjuſt meaſures : His 
name was Phannias, ſon of Samuel, and born 
at the town of Aphtha; and he was not only 
unqualified and unworthy of the prieſthood, 
but was alſo entirely ignorant of the nature 
and duties of his office. However, they 
brought him, againſt his inclinations, out of the 
country, and dreſs'd him, as is generally done 
in the repreſentation of a play, in another ha- 
bit, not only putting a ſacred garment + 4c 
him, but alſo inſtructing in what manner to be- 
have himſelf. So great an enormity was com- 
mitted by them with the moſt open ridicule and 
mockery. But when the other prieſts ſaw at 4 
diſtance the ſcorn to which their law was expo- 
ſed, they could not refrain from tears, and la- 
ment the downfal of thoſe honours which had 
conſtantly attended their moſt ſacred rites. 

This flagrant abuſe was of too pernicious a 
nature to go unreſented and unrevenged by the 
people, who were enraged to a man, and re- 
ſolved to put a ſtop to ſuch violent proceed- 
ings. For Gorion, the ſon of Foſeph, and di- 
meon, the ſon of Gamaliel, perſons who were 
eſteemed of ſome authority, as well by them= 
ſelves to each, as in a body to all the people, 
went and had frequent conferences with them; 
exhorting them, and telling them by what me- 
thod they might at laſt be revenged on the 
deſtroyers of their properties and liberty, and 
clear the holy place from the ſcandalous pollu- 
tions of ſuch wicked men. At the ſame time, 
the moſt diſintereſted and faithful of the 
prieſts, namely, J7eſus, the ſon of Gamala, and 
Ananus, the ſon of Ananus, in ſeveral diſ- 
courſcs they had with the people, taxed them 
with their great indolence, and animated them 
againſt thoſe furious zealots, who gave them- 
ſelves this name, as though they had a real 
concern for the intereſt of religion, and not 
abandoned themſclves up to the commiſſion of 
the moſt flagrant abuſes. 

Hereupon the people were ſummoned to- 
gether, and a general rage burnt in their breaſts 
ro ſee the ſacred places thus ſeized upon by 
abandoned and wicked men, and every where 
made the ſcene of deſtruction and {laughter : 
But none hitherto had ſhewn courage enough 
to put a ſtop to their bold deſigns, ſuſpecting, 
as the caſe in fact was, the difficulty of gain- 
ing the advantage over theſe 2calots: Till A. 
nanus, ſtanding up in the midſt of them, and 
caſting his eyes ſeveral times about the temple, 
which were drowned in tears, declared him- 
ſelt in this manner: I ſolemnly proteſt, I had 

a thouſand times rather expoſe myſelf to 
death, than be an eye-witneſs of God's houſe 
being thus polluted and defiled with ſuch im- 
purities, and the moſt ſacred places thus trod 
on by the feet of blood- thirity men. Yet I 
am cloathed with a prieſtly habit, and ho- 
nour'd with the beſt of names, I live, and 
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rs ſuffer me to die honourably. But if 
am the only one left, and one, who ftands as 
in a deſart alone, I ſhall think myſelt happy 
in loſing my life in the defence of God's ho- 
nout : For to what purpoſe ſhould I live in the 
midſt of a people who have not the leaſt ſenſe 
of the hardſhips they ſaffer, and among whom 
there is not one to withſtand the preſent evils 
that threaten them? Foryou tamely groan un- 
der your burthens, and ſubmit cowardly to 
have your effects ſeized. You ſay not a word 
when ftripes and blows oppreſs you, and not 
one among you has ſincerity and courage e- 
nough to make his complainrs openly for the 


blood that has been ſpilt. Oh the government 


of tyrants ! But why do I complain of them? 
The increaſe of their power is wholly owing 
to you, and your cowardly ſubmiſſion to thoſe 
hardſhips they think proper to impoſe on you; 
and to your diſregarding thoſe men, who were 
the firſt to put a ſtop to theſe tyrannick pro- 
ceedings among you, while their number was 
inconficerable, but your ſilence gave them li- 
berty and an opportunity to enlarge their 
party: And when they made all neceſſary 
preparations, and ſharpened their weapons, 
they turned the edges of them upon you, when 
it was your duty to have check'd their pro- 


ceedings at firſt, when your countrymen and 


relations were expoſcd to their violence and 
abuſes. By.your indolence and unconcern tor 


your own affairs, you have given wicked men 


an handle to proceed in the depredations hi- 
therto committed; and tho' your houſes have 


been plunder'd, yet not a ſyllable has been 


ſaid by you in oppoſition to ſuch proceedings. 
Hence thoſe, who were veſted with authority, 


have ſuffered the fatal conſequences of their 


rapacious hands, and when they were dragg' d 
through the ſtreets of the city, was there a 
ſoul of you found to give them any aſſiſtance? 
Nor was this all: Thofe whom you betrayed, 
they tortured in priſon; but I wave making 
any mention, how many, and who they were. 
However, they were accuſed by none, and 
ſuffered death without being condemned in 
any formal manner. None of you aided them 
whenunder confinement ; and the conſequence 
was, that when the ſame perſons were lain, 


we took no notice of their murtherers. This 


is a truth we are all ſenſible of; for the beſt 
bullock in the herd is conſtantly picked out 
for the ſacrifice, yet no one even matters a 
word about it, or offers to move his arm. But 
will you, therefore, ſuffer, and ſtill remain 
eye-witneſſes of your ſacred ordinances and 
places being abuſed? And after you have af- 
forded to wicked men every opportunity of 
committing their villanies, will not ſeem 
diſpleaſed at their power? For now they will 
certainly proceed to the commiſſion of things 
of worſe conſequence, if they can but find in 
the facred places any thing to exerciſe their 
rage on; and the beſt fortified place in the 
city is now violently ſeized upon, (but ſhall 
I now preſume to call it a temple ?) as a tow- 
er or caſtle of defence. But ſay, after ſuch 
a tyrannick body of men, armed againſt you, 
as you plaiply fee, what are the ſentiments 
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© are the cauſes of them? Do yon wait for the 
© Romans to protect your ſacred places? What! 
© Are the affairs of the city at ſo low an ebb > 
* And are we reduced to ſuch a miſerable con. 
* dition as to hope or think that our enemies 
© will take compaſſion on us? Will not you a. 
© wake, O miſerable men! with the injuries 
© you ſuffer ; and, forcing your enemies, as you 
© may ſee the wild beaſts do, revenge your. 
© ſelves on thoſe who injure you? Will not each 
© of you recal to his remembrance the calami. 
* ties he has ſuffered; and, ſetting before his 
© eyes the hardſhips he has been expoſed to, 

© rouze up the vengeance of his ſoul to yingi. 

« cate his honour, and puniſh his enemies > The 

« deſire of liberty, that deareſt and moſt natu- 
© ral of all human afteEtions, has now left you; 


For, in oppoſition thereto, we are become 


© lovers of ſlavery, and act as if it was natural 
© to us. But this was not the behaviour of our 
© anceſtors in the vindication of their liberty ; 
* for they waged ſeveral remarkable wars, and 
© neither the power of the Agyptians, nor that 
of the Medes, was able to ſubdue them till 
they refuſed to do that which they were com. 
manded. But why ſhould J cite the example 
of our forefathers? Now ſay, what are the 
motives that ſhould induce us to maintain this 
war againſt the Romans? (tor I wave making 
any obſervation whether it be to our advan- 
tage, or intereſt, or otherwiſe) Why, *ris the 
hopes of liberty? Why ſhould we then, who 
cannot bear to ſubmit to the yoke of a nation 
who have ſubdued the greateſt part of the 
world, tamely ſuffer the tyrannick ſway of 
our own countrymen? To pay a ſubmiſſive 
obedience to foreign maſters, may be, one 
time or other, the caſe of any one when for- 
tune frowns upon him; but, to ſubmit to 
one's own countrymen, and thoſe of wicked 
principles, argues cowardice, and a deſire to 
be ſlaves. Bur, ſince I have once mention'd 
the Romans, I will be ſo far ingenuous in 
confeſſing to you, what has occurred to my 
mind during my ſpeaking, and which reſpects 
thoſe conquerors, that rhongh we ſhould hap- 
pen to be taken by them (which I hope will 
© never be) yet there cannot be any more ter- 
© rible hardſhips enſuing thereupon, than what 


A 


ve have hitherto ſuffered from them,. Can it 


© be any otherwiſe than a melancholy fight to 
ſce that temple, adorned with the gifts of the 
Romans, and a city, one of the moſt tamous 
in the world, made the ſpoil of our own coun- 
trymen, and ſubjected to their depredations, | 
© and ſo many men inhumanly murthered, whom, 
ſhould the Romans conquer, they would ſpare? 
« For the Romans are not accuitomed to pro- 
© phane our temple, or to violate any eſtablith- 
© ed cuſtom, but ſtand conſtantly at a diſtance 
from the encloſure of our ſacred places, a" 
© looked thereon with a kind of religious hays 
* Notwithſtanding this land has produced a bh 
© of men, educated and brought up in out 1 
© ciples, and ſtiled Jews, who have the a 5 
© rance to walk in the midſt of our ſolemn nt 
© ces, while their hands are yer reeking 7 

© the blood of their countrymen. But goes | 
« afraid of the conſequences of a foreigu 
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cor expects an enemy that will deal leſs favout- 
ably with us than our own people? And if we 
may venture to give our 1 9 freely, we 
dare ſay that the Romans have been the per- 
ſons who have preſerved our laws, and that 
thoſe within the city are in reality our ene- 
mies. Beſides, I am of opinion, that all of 
you, on your going home, will be fully con- 
vinced that theſe deſtroyers of your liberties, 
ought to ſuffer, and that puniſhment ſuitable 
to their villanies ſhould be invented. Beſides, 
by the hardſhips you have been expoſed to, 
before I made mention of a ſyllable to you, 
you will find yourſelves inclined to reſent 
their proceedings. Tis probable, a great 
part of you may ſtand in awe of their number 
and boldneſs, and be terrified at their having 
poſted themſelves in a high place of advan- 
rage : But as theſe advantages on their ſide 
are really owing to your own remiſſneſs and 
negligence, ſo they will {till increaſe, it we 
continue to delay any longer: For their num- 
bers receive conſiderable ſupplies daily, by 
the flocking in of abundance of wicked men 
of the ſame way of thinking with themſelves. 


this circumſtance, as nothing is done to give 
them obſtruction; and the place they are in, 
as they are poſted higher, will be reinforced 
with ammunition and arms, if we defer the 


time, and allow them any longer opportunity. 


Put, for once, your faith in me, that, if we 
g0 up againſt them, the ſhame of their ac- 
tions will riſe in their faces, and humble them, 
and the advantage of the height of the place 
they have poſted themſelves in, will ceaſe, 
when they come to conſider what they have 
done. - Probably, the diſhonour they have 
done the majeſty of the deity will turn their 
own arrows upon themſelves, and ſo the 
wicked will petiſh by their own darts. Let 
us but face them, and their courage will ſoon 
tail them. Nay, *tis glorious to die, even 
ſuppoſing we were in danger of our lives, be- 
fore the holy gates, and to ſhed the laſt drop 
of our blood, though not for our wives and 
children, in defence of God's moſt ſacred 
temple: And I will aſſiſt you, both with my 
arm, and my counſel ; and every thing ſhall 
be conſider*'d by me that may tend to your 
welfare and ſecurity ; neither ſhall you ſee 
me, at any time, regard my own preſerva- 
tion, or {pare any labour that will be of ſer- 
vice to you.“ 
This ſpeech Azanus made to exhort them 
8gainſt the zealots. But he was not ignorant 
all the while, of the almoſt impoſſibility there 
was of gaining advantage over tbem, of their 
great numbers, youthful erdout, and prodi- 


Slous courage; and, chiefly, that the confide- 


ration of what they had done, but incited them 
to proſecute their vile actions, as they had no 
Obes of obtaining pardon for what they had 
committed. Notwithſtanding, he choſe rather 
© expoſe himſelf to any difficulties, than ſuf- 
er the ſtate of affairs to remain ſo uncertain and 
25 ww d. Beſides, the people were deſirous 
4 eing led againſt them, againſt whom him- 
telt had excited them, and every one ſhewed 
beat readineſs to expoſe himſelf to danger. 
ut while Ananus was buſied in ſelecting out 


Of te JEWISH VAR. 


5 
c 
« 
c 
* 
by 
c 
0 
« 
« 
* 
o 
C 
c 
£ 
c 
o 
£ 
c 
« 
* 
c 
c 
c 
* 
© $0 that their preſumption 1s heightened from 
c 
* 
c 
o 
c 
« 
c 
c 
C 
* 
1 
c 
0 
c 
< 
c 
* 
o 
a 
c 
c 
c 
£ 
c 
c 
« 
e 
6 


and preparing thoſe who were fit to bear arms 
to maintain the encounter, the zealots, 5 
to find out their deſigns, (for they had perſon 

every minute at hand who told them ot every 
meaſure the people were taking) were extreme- 
ly enraged, and, ſallying out of the temple, 
ſome in large numbers, and others in parties, 
'they gave no quarter to any they met. Here- 
upon, Ananus, without delay, muſter'd up the 
people, who had the advantage over the zea - 
lots in reſpect of their number; but, in point 
of arms, and becauſe they were not marſhalled 
out into companies, were inferior. But the 
deficiencies on both ſides were ſufficiently made 
up by the chearfulneſs and alacrity they ſhew'd: 
For the citizens were ſpurr'd on by a reſent- 
ment of more force than their arms; and they 
who had ſallied out of the temple, by an in- 
expreſſible boldneſs, of more influence than all 
their number. For the former were of opi- 
nion, there would be no ſuch thing as living 
in the city, unleſs the robbers were forced out 
of it: And the zealots, on the other hand, 
imagined, ſhould they not obtain the victory, 
there would be no puniſhment left to which 
they would not be expoſed. In conſequence 
hereof, their diſputes were carried on againſt 
each other according to the influence of their 
paſſions, and the city and the place before the 
temple, were firſt of all made the ſcenes of 
throwing ſtones, and of throwing darts at one 
another. When either party ſaw their oppo- 
nents to give ground and fly, they then had 
recourſe to their ſwords ; and the flaughter on 
each {ide was great, but the wounded very ma- 
ny, who were borne oft to their houſes by 
their relations: But the wounded among the 
zealots, returned back to the temple, all the 


way polluting the ſacred ground with their 
blood; ſo that it might with great truth be 


ſaid, that the blood they ſpilt was the only 
thing that polluted the ſacred places. And 
the robbers, in all the ſallies they made to en- 
gage the citizens, had the advantage. J heſe 
tolls enraging the lower ſort among the citi- 


Zens, which gradually rouzed up their reſent- 


ment to a greater pitch than ordinary, made 


them exclaim hotly againſt thoſe who had given 


ground: And they who preſs'd hard behind, 
by denying a paſſage to thoſe who fled, turned 
all their party at once upon the enemy ; who 
finding themſelves in too weak a condition to 
make head any longer againſt them, and draw- 


ing gradually back to the temple, Auanus with 


his men made a furious ſally all together at 
once upon them; which fo terrified thoſe who 
had loft the advantage of the outward circum- 
ference of the temple, that they fled into the 


temple, and faſten'd the gates upon themſelves, 


Ananus, however, did not care ro make any 


attacks upon the gates, though the enemy ſhow- 


ered down their darts upon his men, thinking 
it unlawful, though ſhould he get the victory, 
to introduce into the temple an unpurified mul- 
titude. Wherefore, having ſelected out of 
all the people ſix thouſand men at arms by lot, 


he poſted them to keep guard in the portico's, 


who were ſucceeded by turns by freſh rein- 
forcements ; there being an abſolute neceſſity 
for all ro be upon the watch quite round the 
temple: Several of the principal inhabitants 

being 
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being deputed out by thoſe who were in au- . not to have the temple unpolluted, nor any 


thority, went and hired the poorer fort to 
ſucceed in their turns in the keeping watch. 
But all theſe precautions were deſtroyed by 
the contrivances of John, whom, we have ob- 
ſerved above, to have fled from Giſchal, a man 
of conſummate artifice, and whoſe ſoul enter- 
tained an inſatiable rhirſt afrer authority, ha- 
ving already before plotted againſt the city. 
And therefore, at this time, under a grand pre- 
tence of imbibing the ſame ſentiments as the 
people did, he made no difficulty to get into 
the intereſt of Ananus, who, during the day- 


time, held frequent conferences about the ſteps, 
to be taken, and, during the night, went about 


and poſted the guards: And from hence the 
zealots came to be acquainted with all the ſe- 
crets of the citizens, and the deliberations 
they took; and before matters were fully ri- 
pened to be put in execution, the enemy were 
made privy to every circumſtance. And work- 
ing his way ſo ſecret as to remove all manner 
of ſuſpicion, he ſtrove to oblige Ananus, and 
the other principals, with extravagant tenders 
of reſpect: Bur this obſequious behaviour met 
with a contrary turn; for the ridiculous and 
out-of-the-way flatteries he beſtowed, gave 
ground but of greater ſuſpicion ; and this very 
circumſtance, which was his appearing in every 
place, without any ſummons, opened a clear 


field to think he was the perſon who diſcover- 


ed their ſecrets. For they concluded their e- 
nemies were privy to all their conſultations, 
and there was the moſt appearance of truth to 
believe that John was the perſon who betray- 
ed them. And, to remove him, they found 
would be no eaſy undertaking, as his artifice 
went a conſiderable way, and a great number 
of perſons of figure were ready to ſupport and 
maintain his cauſe. Wheretore, they were of 
opinion, to confirm his loyalty by adminiſtring 
an oath to him, Foha made no heſitation 1n 
raking the oath, which was to ſtudy the good 
and advantage of the people, keep ſecret trom 
the enemy all their dcliberations and actions, 


and ſtrive both with his ſword and advice to 


defeat thoſe who had taken up arms. Here- 


upon, they, who were of Ananus's party, put- 
ting confidence in what he had ſworn to, with- 


out any thoughts of ſuſpicion, admitted him 


to their debates, nay, ſent him their ambaſſa- 


dor to the zealots, in order to terminate the 
differences, and heal up the animoſities that 
raged between both ſides: For their care was 


one Few to fall therein. | 
John, as if he had taken his oath to fayoyr 
and not oppoſe the zealots, going in, and 
ſtanding up in the midſt of them, ſaid « That. 
© for their ſakes, he had ſeveral times tun 
great riſque of his perſon, to acquaint them 
with the ſecrets which were conſulted againſt 
them by Ananus and his affociates : That he 
and all them would ſoon be expoſed to terti. 
ble dangers, if ſome provident aſſiſtance did 
not intervene and ſave them. For Ananns 
was determined to delay no longer, but had 
perſuaded the people, and ſent ambaſladors 
to VJeſpaſian, to come as ſoon as poſlible and 
take the city: Which was not all, havin 
proclaimed a general luſtration on the mor. 
row againſt them, with a deſign, either thro! 
a religious pretence, or by open force, to 
break in upon and encounter them. That he 
could not ſee how long they would be able 
to ſuſtain the ſiege, or withſtand ſuch a nu- 


merous body of men. Adding, that he had - 


been ſent, by the providence of God, to 
terminate the differences: But that this was 
only a pretence of Ananus, to fall upon them 
unprepared and defenceleſs. Wherefore, that 
it concerned them, provided they had any re- 


gard for their lives, either to petition ' for 
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who flattered themſelves with the hope ot 


pardon on being defected, did not remember 
the actions they had been guilty of, or con- 
ſider that the moment ill-deſigning perſons 
repented themſelves of their 5 it was 


neceſſary, in order to gain a reconciliation 


with their ſuperiors, to ſuffer heavily. And 
that ſuppoſing the authors of the late inju- 
ries that had been committed, ſhould recant 
and prove uneaſy for what they had done, 
yet very often they lived under a load of 
hatred : And thoſe who had been injured, 
provided they were in any degree of autho- 
rity, kept their reſeatment more hot and vio- 
lent. Beſides, he told them, that the friends 
and relations of thoſe who had been flain, 
were perpetually on the watch for them, and 
that the diſſolution of the laws and courts of 
juſtice had incenſed extremely a prodigious 
number of people : Among whom, ſhould 
there happen to be any of a merciful diſpo- 
fition towards them, yet they would be o- 
bliged to ſubmit to a greater part that kept 
their reſentment alive. 


The Idumzans are called in by the Zealots, who forthwith come to Hieroſolyma; and 
being denied Admittance, ſlay the Night without the City To whom Jeſus the 
Prieſt makes a Speech, who is anſwered by Simon the Idumæan. SH 5 


7 O HM, by his artful management, and the 
dangers he cunningly diſcovered in theſe 
words, threw an univerſal terror among them; 
and, where their foreign aſſiſtance might be 
found, he ſtuck not to declare his ſentiments 
plain and open: For the Idumæans were the 


ſuccours he fully pointed at. But, in order to 


work privately upon the chief of the zealots, 
he traduced Ananus as a man of cruelty, $6 
whoſe principal aim, he told them, mT wh 
complete his full revenge on their pet xxl 
Theſe were Eleazar, the ſon of $1701, ® 5 in 
ſon of extraordinary abilities and addre 

project ing ſchemes, as opportunity wante 
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d 'em, | 
and 
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and in putting them, when projected, in exe- 


cution; and Zacharias, the ſon of Phalec, 
both deſcended from the ſacerdotal line. When 
theſe two, beſides the evils threaten'd all their 
aſſociates, came to hear what was denounc'd in 
particular againſt themſelves, and that Aua- 
n4s's faction, for the ſake of aggrandizing 
their power, had ſent for the Romans, (for this 
too was one of John's baſe inſinuations) they 
heſitated a long time, not knowing what to do, 
in the ugly ſituation they were plung'd into. 
For the people, they found, were preparing 
every moment to attack them ; and the hope of 
calling ia aſſiſtance was entirely cut off by the 
ſnort time they had to put their deſign in exe- 
cution. And, probably, they might be expos'd 
to the worit difficulties, betore any one of their 
auxiliaries came to hear a word of them. How- 
ever, they took it for the beſt expedient, to 
ſend for the /dumeans; and, purſuant hereto, 
they wrote a ſhort letter, How that Ananus 
had deluded the citizens, and was reſoly'd to 
betray their metropolis to the Romans; 


A 


fection in the cauſe of liberty, and were 
then beſieg'd in the temple. That they 
could not flatter ' themſelves with any long 
time to hold-out; that if they did not im- 
mediately come to their aſſiſtance, they muſt, 
of neceſſity, fall into the hands of Ananuys 
and their enemies, and their metropolis be 
© the ſpoil of the Romans.“ The meflengers 
were charg'd with ſeveral other diſpatches, to 
communicate to the principal dumæaus; and 
the perſons propoſed to negotiate this embaſſy, 
were men of great application, excellently ver- 
ſed in argumentarion, and endowed with a ſur- 
prizing talent to force a beliet of what they 
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ſaid; and, what was of more ſervice to them- 


ſelves, they were remarkable and fam'd for 
their ſwiftneſs of foot. They very well knew 
betore-hand the Idumæ ans would inſtantly give 
into their remonſtrances, as they were a diſor- 
der'd nation, impatient of any regularity, 
watching every moment to foment diviſions, 
and rejoicing in change and alteration, and in- 
fluenc*d to take up arms upon a ſmall repre- 
ſentation of thoſe who petition'd them, and 
that they ran to battle with the ſame alacrity, 
as to the celebration of ſome feſtival. Diſ- 
patch, indeed, was required in carrying this 


embaſſy: To the performance of which, no a- 


lactity was wanting in the perſons of thoſe who 
vere ſent, who both were named Ananias, and 
was not long before they preſented them- 
{elves before the princes of the Idumæans. 

Ihe Idumæans, aſtonith'd at the letter, and 
the other things the perſons who brought it 
dommunicated to them, like ſo many madmen, 
ran up and down the nation, and proclaimed 
*ar. A multitude of people were muſter'd to- 
gorher ſooner than they were commanded, and 
2 one, as though to vindicate the liberty 
gering formed themſelves into a regular army 
two thouſand men, came to Hieroſolyma 
inder the co 


g N James, the ſons of So/as, and Simon 


that, as for themſelves, they had made a de- 


ne metropolis, ſnatch'd up their arms, and 


mmand of four officers, namely, 


the ſon of Cathlas, and Phineas the fon of 
Cluſothos. | 
This journey of the meſſengers was entirely 
a ſecret to Auanus, and his guards, but not 
the coming of the [dumexans. As he had got 
previous intelligence of this affair, he took 
care to have the gates of the city ſhut upon 
them, and guards poſted ſeaſonably upon rhe 
walls. However, he by no means thought it 
prudent to. hazard an engagement with them, 
but rather to try what perſuaſions would do, 
than have recourſe to arms. In conſequence 
hereof, Fe/ts, who was the oldeſt of the prieſts 
next to Ananus, having poſted himſelf in a 
tower, that faced the Idumæ aus, ſaid, That 
nothing ſo much ſurprized him, as, at the 
time their city was plunged in ſo many and 
ſo great commotions, the fortune to find a 
company of baſe men unexpectedly aſſiſted 
by them. For you are come to bring ſuc- 
cour to the vileſt people on earth in oppoſi- 
tion to us, and that with ſuch ſigns of ala- 
crity as ought not to be uſed, had our me- 
tropolis ſummoned you for aid againſt ſo 
many barbarians. Now, if I thought your 
army was compos'd of men like thoſe who 
have call'd you in to their aſſiſtance, I ſhon'd 
eſteem this expedition of yours a very judi- 
cious one; for nothing knits irzendſhip fo 


Cloſe together, as a conformity of manners. 


And would any one but now give himſelf 
the pains of lifring into the proceedings of 
each, a thouſand deaths would be found too 
few to recompence their villanies. For being 
ſcum and out- caſts of all the country, who 
have prodigally waſted their ſubſtanee in riot 


and luxury, and given inſtances of an un- 


bridled fury in and about the neighbouring 


cities and towns, they have, at laſt, ſecretly 
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* thrown themſelves into this metropolis; be- 
ing a band of robbers, who have polluted 
* with blood that ground which ſhould be held 
* facred, and who may be ſcen now revelling 
© with impunity e our ſolemn things, 
and glutting their inſatiable bellies with the 
© ſpoil of thoſe they have ſlain. I ſhould caft 
* my eyes on your great number, and prepa- 
ration of arms, as was becoming, provided 
this metropolis had, by a general voice, cal- 
© led you hither to have aſſiſted us againſt fo- 
© reigners. But what will any man call this 
but an injurious act of fortune, when he ſees 
a whole nation riſing to the aid of a pack of 
© 1mplous men? For my part, I was long in 
* ſuſpence to think what ſhould be the cauſe 
that had brought you hither ſo ſoon: For, 
certainly, your intentions never were to take 
* up in the defence of robbers and againſt a 
people nearly related to you, without ſome 
a 3 reaſon inducing you thereto. But be- 
* cauſe we have heard ſome news of the Ro- 
* mans, and a ſcheme to betray the city, (for 
* theſe are what give ſome of you great diſ- 
content, who declare their coming is for pre- 
* ſerving the liberty of the metropolis) we 
© Con'els we are more ſurprized at this mali- 
* clous artifice and falſity of the diſaffected, 
* than at all the actions elſe which they have 


EC * committed 
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committed. For they could not have found 
a more efficacious way of ſtirring up againſt 
us a nation of men, lovers and aſſertors of 
liberty, and ſo ready, at all conjunctures, to 
carry their arms againſt foreigners, than by 
forging a betraying of that liberty which 1s 
ſo much covered. But, certainly, it behoves 
you to conſider, who the perſons -are who 
are thus traduced and ſcandalized, and againſt 
whom the diſaffection is levell'd: For truth 
and realities are to be collected from the con- 


junction and aſpe& of common things, and 


are not to be drawn from counterfeits and 
falſe tales. For what could be the reaſon 
inducing us to ſurrender at this time to the 
Romans, when we were at our own liberty 
from the beginning, either not to have revol- 
ted from them, or, after our detection, im- 
mediately have made ourſelves friends with 
them, before all things about us were made 
a prey? For now,, though we ſhould deſire 
ſuch a thing, great obſtructions lay in our 
way, that abſolutely hinder us trom healing 
our affairs, ſince the conqueſt of Ga//ee 
hath elated the minds of the Romans; and 
it would be an ignominy, more intolerable 
than death, to petition them in our behalf, 
though now at fo ſmall a diſtance from us. 
Indeed, for my own part, 1 prefer peace to 
death; but if the war ſhould once break out, 
and the encounter begin, then would I chuſe 
to end my life in the bed of honour, rather 
than prolong my days in chains. But, tis 
ſaid, that we, the principal among the peo- 
ple, did either ſend privately to the Romans 
ſome certain perſons, or that the whole peo- 
ple, by an unanimous voice, admitted the 
embaſly to be ſent. If *ris alledged that we 
did it, let them produce by name the friends 
we ſent upon the errand, to be the miniſters 
of the treachery? Was any one ſeen or ap- 
prehended upon the road? Or taken upon 
his return? Or were any letters intercepted ? 
But how was it poſſible to conceal ſo great 
a number of people, with whom we were 
every hour converſing? How comes it, that 
an handful of men, and they too ſhut up, 
and deprived of the liberty ot coming into 
the city, are made privy to thoſe affairs 
which are tranſacted with ſecreſy out of the 
city? Ought the memory of their actions to 
be forgot, when their villanies call aloud 


for puniſhment ? But fo long as they found 


no occaſion of being afraid, not a ſoul a- 
mong us was then ſuſpected or deemed a 
traitor. Now, if they throw the blame on 
the people, it muſt be ſaid that they con- 
ſulted it openly, and that not a man was 
miſſing when the deliberation was held; ſo 
that a piece of news more convincing than 
any other diſcovery hath quickly reach'd 
your ears, But what matters this? Was it 
not neceſſary to ſend ambaſſadors to make a 
treaty? Let them but ſay, then, Who was 
the perſon deputed, but this was made on- 
ly a pretence for their further villanies. 
For had the city been deſtin'd to have been 


betray'd, the very perſons, whoſe meaſure 
of iniquities only wants that one miſchief af 
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* treachery, and who accuſe us, would have 


been found the only men who would hays 
attempted it. And ſince you ate here noh 
preſent with your arms, it becomes you tg 
give aſſiſtance ro the metropolis, which car. 
ries all the juſtice in the world along with 
it, and, in conjunction with us, remove thaſe 
tyrants who have endeavour'd to aboliſh gyr 
courts of juſtice, and, by trampling upon 
the laws, haws determined the cauſes þ 
their ſwords; having ſnatch'd away by yj,. 
lence perſons of conſiderable hgure out of 
the midſt of the forum, whom no body gc. 
cuſed, impriſoned them firſt, and then, with. 
out any regard to their remonſtrauces or pe- 
titions, doom'd them to death. You May 
come in, but not by the right of war, and 
be your ſelves eye-witneſſes of what I hag 
told you; namely, Routes made deſolate b 
their depredations, wives and children gt 
the {Jain clad in mourning garments, and the 
© whole city a {cence of general forrow and 
* deſpondency: For there is not one who has 
not fatally experienced the ill conſequences 
* of their barbarous and villainous proceeds 
ings: For ſuch a length of madneſs and in- 
© fatuation has poſſeſs'd them, that not on 
diſſatisfied with having acted their villanies 
© and bare-tac'd plunde:s in the province ard 
* the cities therein, bur conveying alfo their 
© imptetles aud barbarit ies into this metropolis, 
© which is the 1ncontetiible face and head of 
the whole nation, they have proceeded to 
c act their irreligious meaſures in the temple, 
VWhereby it is become a place of refuge, aud 
© a receptacle for them, and a ready atylum 
c to trauſact thoſe things in, which they deſign 
for you. And thus that place, which the 
© whole world admire, and which fame and 
© tradition have ſo enhanced in us reputation 
* with the fartheſt nations, is prophaned and 
c trampled upon by a ſet of monſters, pre- 
* tending to be born among us. And yet, in 
© this deſperate ſituation of our affairs, they 
© have preſumption to be elated on receiving 
« the news that people are againſt people, ci 
c againſt city, and the nation collecting an ar- 
© my to tear out its own entrails. When, 
© on the contrary, it would be an hoyourab!s 
action, and what, as I faid before, weuld 
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become you, to rout out in con junction win 
and puniſl 
in to 


us theſe traitors and villains, 
their deceir, in preſuming to call you Wt * 
their aſſiſtance, whom they ought co have 
feared would have proved their avenge'> 
But if you are pleaſed to favour the fü“ 
mons which meu of theſe principles have 5. 
ven you, yet, by laying aſide your ere 
and putting on the ſame habit as your _ 
tions wear, you may Come into the 1 
and, aſſuming ſome name between that 1 
enemy and that of an auxiliary, Make K 
ſelves the arbitrators of our difterences. 8 
but conſider the advantage they Saen | * 
your being conſtituted judges, who ord in 
not ſuffer innocent men to {peak 4 = are 
their own juſtification. However, ”_— pl 
willing to allow them this favour 7 ejche 
© Come hither, But 1} you art 1 clin dne, 
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© to relent what we have done, nor be arbi- 
« trators of the diſpute between us, yet 4 
third article remains, which is tor you to lay 
« down your arms, and neither inſult us 1n our 
© misfortunes, nor ſtay here to ſuccour thoſe 
© who wait for our lives, and want to betray 
© our metropolis. For it you have any ſuſ- 
« picions more than ordinary, that any of us 
© holds intelligence with the Romans, you Are 
at liberty to obſerve our motions; and, pro- 
'vided any circumitance appears, that we are 
charged with, to be true, then you are at 
your own choice to come in and guard the 
city, and punith thoſe who ſhall be found 
convicted. For *tis of no advantage, we are 
aſſured, to ſuffer an enemy to be preferr'd to 
you, who are fo nearly allied to the city. 
And it none of my words or offers are ſa- 
tistactory, or do not appear fair and equita= 
ble, do not wonder that our gates are hut 
againſt you, ſo long as you appear in arms. 
'This was the ſpeech Fe/us made uſe ot on 
this occaſion. Not withutanding, the Jaume ans 
were ſo far irom the leaſt regarding a word he 
had ſaid, that they were extremely enraged at 
not meeting with a ready entrance; and their 
officers reſented the aftront too much to lay 
down their arms, being of opinion 1t was tne 
part of ſlaves to throw them aſide at the com- 
mand of another. However, one of the offi- 
cers, namely, mon, the fon of Cathlas, hav- 
ing with much difficulty pacified the enraged 
temper of his men, and poſted himſelt in a 
convenient place from whence the pricits might 
diſtinctly hear him, thus delivered himſelt, and 
ſaid, That he did not wonder the aſſertors of li- 
 berty were then beſieged in the temple, when ſome 
difaffetted perſons were ſo boid as to ſhut the 
gates of a city which was common to all the na- 
1101, and were prepared to introduce the Ro- 
mans, having in all appearance of truth crown=- 
ed their walls, ſecing they conferred with the 
Idumæans from their towers, and commanded 
them to throw down thoſe arms which had been 
taken up in the vindication of liberty. And not 
caring to entruſt the guardianſhip of the city in 
the hands of theſe who you own kindred, they 
are pleaſed to conſtitute the Idumæans the arbi- 
irators of their controverſies; and, by accuſing 
a [ew particular perſons, becauſe they have put 
them to death without any regular condemnation 
or formal trial, would involve the whole nation 
the guilt of having ſhut the gates of the cit 
upon men who are their kindred, which, by their 
religion, they are obliged to keep open to all fo- 
rergners. And we marched hither with quick ex- 
beditton to maintain a war with your country 
men, being here now preſent to preſerve liberty 
ang you in your adverſity. Probably you have 
been expoſed to theſe difficulties you mention, from 
the perſons you this lay ſiege to, and, as I 
ſuppo/ „ Jou may have had reaſon to entertain 
ſuſpicions of them. But then, again, after keep- 
ing in confinement thoſe who have a regard for 
the welfare of the republick, and denying is en- 
Trance into the city, and ſo haughtily giving or- 
rad Y or 4 to obey your commands, you ſay you 
4 nder a tyrannick government, when, in 
Hort, you actually accuje thoſe of a uming an 
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arbitrary authority who ſuffer your tyranny. 
But who, think you, will bear your ironical and 
delilſive ſpeeches, who ſees ſo vaſt a difference 
between your words and actions, unleſs the Idu- 
mæans will now exclude you from the metropo- 
lis, whom you drive away from their uſual wor- 
ſhip, and the religion of their country? But 
any one has juſt reaſon to blame thoſe who are 
befreged, who, after having taken the courage to 
puniſh the traitors againſt the city, whom, be- 
cauſe they were your 7 you tiled noble 
and innocent, did not begin with you, and cut off 
the worſt branch of the ſedition and mutiny. 
But ſince they have ſhewn more Sta, os than 
was agreeable to their character, we Idumæans, 
nevertheleſs, will endeavour to preſerve the hyuſe 
of God, and vindicate the city, by taking a jut 
revenge as well on thoſe enemies that ſhall diflurb 
1s without, as on thoſe who ſhall conſpire again 
and endeavour tobetray us within the metropolis, 
And we are reſolved to ſtay here in arms before 


your walls, till either the Romans are wearied 


out in waiting for yon, or you, through a deſire 
of enjoying your liberty, ſpall change your minds, 

Theſe laſt words were concluded with a ge- 
neral ſhout of the Idumæans; and Feſus, who 
found the Idumæaus were influenced too much 
by prejudice to conſider their caſe rationally, 
and ſaw the city expoſed to the ravages of two 
enemies at once, went away extremely concer- 
ned and dejected. However, the [dumaans 
were not ſo contented and pacified; for the 
extremely reſented the diſhonour of being de- 
nied and hindered entrance into the city; and, 
believing the ſtrength of the zealots was not 
inconſiderable, after they ſaw them at too far 
a diſtance, and under too many difficulties to 
aſſiſt chem, they heſitated, and were in ſuſpence 
what meaſures to take, and ſeveral began to 
blame themſelves for coming. But ſhame, and 
the thoughts of having acted nothing, over- 
ballanced all other conſiderations, and influenc'd 
them to ſtay: So that they concluded to re- 
main where they were, although their camp be- 
fore the walls were expoſed to ſeveral inconve- 
niences. For in the night their happened a 
terrible tempeſt, and a violent wind, with pro- 
digious rain, attended with frequent flaſhes of 
lightning, dreadful thunder, and horrid ſhocks 
of the earth; which were manifeſt ſigns that 
the deſtruction of multitudes of man was 
threatened by this diſordered ſtate of nature: 
For 1t was reaſonable for any one to ſuppoſe 
that theſe omens portended only calamities of 
common or vulgar conſequence. 

The Idumæans, as well as thoſe who were 
poſted within the city, entertain'd one and the 
{ſame opinion of theſe dreadful preſages: The 
former concluded, that God was angry with 
them for reſolving to take arms againit the ci- 
ty, and that there was no poſſibility for them, 
who had marched againft rhe metropolis, to re- 
treat or fly: While, on the other hand, Ana- 
nus and his aſſociates, ſuppoſed the victory 
theirs withour the hazard of an engagement, 
and that the Almighty fought in their defence. 
However, there were ſome ill diſpoſed perſons 
who made raſh concluſions of the things to 
come; and who gave out by way of prediction 


thar 
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that what they themſelves, were to ſuffer, 
would fall upon their enemies. Notwithſtand- 
ing, the Iaumæans, by uniting numbers of their 
men together, afforded, by that means, ſome 
refreſhment to one another, and ſecured them- 
: ſelves from being much damag'd with the rain, 
by joining together their ſhields, and placing 
them over their heads, and all this while the 
zealots were more concerned for them, than 
troubled at their own danger; and joining to- 
gether in a body, they unanimouſly join d in 
conſulting on fome ſtratagem that would be of 
ſervice to them. Hereupon, the more vehe 
ment thought the beſt expedient would be to 
take up their arms and ſally out upon the 
guards; and then, after they had made their 
wey into the midſt of the city, to open the 


gates of the town to thoſe who were come to 


ſuccour them: For the diſorder in which the 
guards would be put on their ſudden and un- 
expected falling upon them, would oblige em 
to give way, eſpecially as the greater part of 
them was unarm'd, and of no ſervice in war: 
And the citizens would find difficulty enough 
to muſter up in a body, ſeeing the violence of 
the ſtorm had forced them to keep cloſe within 
their houſes. Beſides, if their was any danger 
in the attempt, it was more honourable to un- 
dergo the worſt hardſhips, than neglect ſuch a 
number of men, who, for their ſakes, were 
ſhamefully periſhing. But the more prudent 
were not for having recourſe to violent mea- 


ſures, not only as they ſaw the guard ſer over 


them was more powerful than themſelves, but 
alſo that the walls of the city were diligently 
watch'd againſt the Idumæans. And concluded, 
that Ananus was continually up and down to 
obſerve every motion, and every hour diſpo- 
fing the watch: And, indeed, this was no more 
than what he had really done the preceding 
nights. But this precaution was laid aſide this 
one night, which was not to be attributed to 
any negligence of Ananus, but conſidered as 
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the effect of fate that he and the guards ſhould 
now be made victims. For the night being ex. 
ceeding dark, and the ſtorm raging with great 
violence, the guards, poſted in the portico 
were diſmiſs d to take their reſt : But theſe ye. 
ry circumſtances brought a thought into the 
heads of the zealots, to take the Inſtruments 
belonging to the ſacred veſſels, and wrench of 
the hinges of the gates. Art the ſame time, the 
whiſtling and violence of the wind, and the 
frequent claps of thunder, contributed yer 
much to drown the noiſe of the inſtruments, 
Thus, privately getting out of the temple 
they came to the wall, and, by applying their 
crows and inſtruments thereto, they open'd the 
gate facing the [dumeans, who, at firſt, were 
truck with fear, ſuſpecting it was ſome at. 
tempt of Auanus and his aſſociates; and ever 
man putting his hand to his ſword, was reſol. 
ved to withſtand the fally : But knowing thoſe 
who drew near them, they preſently enter'd; 
and had they reſolv'd to have attack d the city, 
nothing cou'd have hinder*d them from making 
a miſerable {laughrer, with ſo much rage were 
they hurried on. But, on the contrary, they 
firit of all haſtened to releaſe the zealots from, 
their confinement, which was eagerly ſollicited 
by thoſe who had let them in, who earneſtly 
intreated them not to ſuffer thoſe who were 
ſurrounded with difficulties, and for whoſe 
ſakes they had come thither, to remain an 
longer in their impriſonment, or be expoſed to 
any worſe hardſhips then they had hitherto un- 
dergone: For it the guards were once taken, 
all difficulties would be remov'd, and they be 
in an eaſy condition to make an attack upon 
the city : Bur if once it came to be rouzed up, 
they would find ſome work on their hands to 
maiter the citizens; for, on the firſt receiving 
the news of their admitrance, they would pur 
themſelves into a poſture of defence, and hin- 
der them from going up. 9 55 


Hs happy turn of fortune gave the J- 
1 dumæaus much ſatisfaction, who went up 
to the temple through the heart of the city; 
and the zealots waited, with hopes and fears, 
their arrival. Upon their going into the tem- 
ple, they took heart, and boldly came out, and, 
mixing with the Idumæans, fell upon the guards, 
ſome of whom, being laid down to reſt, and 
buried in a profound ſleep, were made victims 

to their reſentment; while the ſhouts of thoſe 
who were awake rouz'd up the reſt of the peo- 
ple, who, not without extreme amazement, 
haſten'd to their arms, in order to defend 
themſelves. And ſo long as they thought they 
had none but the zealots ro encounter with, 
they acted with courage; but when they ſaw 
others from without pouring in upon them, 
they were then convinced that the Idumæans 


had broke in. And the greateſt part of them, 
ſtruck with a ſudden fear, threw down theilt 
arms. But a ſmall party of the younger {ort, 
who had arms, gallantly receiv'd the attack o 
the Idumeans, and, for ſome time, protecte 
the more ancient. In the mean time, others, 
with the ſhouts they made, inform'd thoſe who 
were within the city of the calamitles they e 
then ſuffering; but none durſt venture to _ 
and aſſiſt them, when they knew the laune 
had got in: On the contrary, nothing but 5 
mentation and cries were heard from _ - 
their turns, and a prodigious wailing of wo 5 
aſſailed the ear, and every centinel was 5 
ſed ro the moſt imminent danger. The 2c. » 
and the Idumeans made a terrible poiſe N. 0 
ther, and the general ſhouts they gate, be 


heighten'd by the violence of the . 
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14means gave no quarter, being natufally 
| frac. * 1 to ſlaughter ; and as 
the ſtorm had incommoded them, they turned 
their power upon thoſe who had ſhut them out, 
and equally exerciſed their reſentment and fu- 
ry upon thoſe who petitioned for mercy, as 
thoſe who made reſiſtance, and ſtabbed a great 
many, who reminded them of the kindred be- 
tween, or intreated them to have ſome venera- 
tion for the temple that was common to them. 
In ſhort, there was no way to eſcape, nor any 
hope of ſaving themſelves ; for being forced one 
upon another, the noiſe among them was very 
diſmal, and the greater part being joined toge- 
ther, ſo as to ſee no way to retreat, and their 

aurtherers ruſhing upon them, madly and in- 
conſiderately threw themſelves into the city, 
whereby, in my opinion, they ſuffer'd a volun- 
tary death, as they fled, more terrible than it 
they had ſtood their ground. All the outer 
part belonging to the temple ſtreamed with 
blood, and, upon the appearance of day-lighr, 
there were found eight thouſand and five hun- 
dred men dead on the ſpot. 

But this was not ſufficient to ſatisfy the en- 
raged minds of the Idumæans; for, ruſhing in- 
to the city, they plundered all the houſes, and 
put to the ſword every perſon they met. They 
conſidered the ſlaughter of the reſt of the pco- 
ple as a needleſs piece of work, and made the 
prieſts the particular marks of their reſentment. 
Accordingly, ſeveral ſallied out againſt them, 
and immediately put them to death, and then, 
ſtanding upon their bodies, reproach'd Ananus 
with his care and concern for the people, and 
Jeſus with the ſpeech he had made from the 
tower; nay, to ſuch a length did they carry 
their impiety, as to caſt out their bodies with- 
out afford ing them the honour of interment, 
though the care of burial was thought ſo great 
among the Na that they took criminals who 
had ſuffered crucifixion, and buried them before 
ſun- ſet. I believe my conjecture is not erro- 
neous, if I ſhould ſay the deſtruction of the 
city commenced from the death of Ananus, and 
the ruin of its walls ſucceeded ſhortly after; 
and that the Fewiſh affairs, from the time they 
ſaw the prieſt ſo vigilant about their preſer- 
vation, maſſacred in the heart of the city, ne- 
ver received a proſperous turn afterwards. 
Placing him in another point of light, he was 
a very venerable perſon, of extraordinary juſ- 
tice, and, ſetting aſide his noble extraction, 
and the other dignities and honours he enjoy'd, 
loved to put himſelf on a level with the very 
poorelt and loweſt claſs of his countrymen. 
Liberty was the favourite and darling of his 


foul; he loved a popular government, and al- 


ways ſet the publick good before his own pri- 
vate advantage: He was exceeding deſirous of 

ging about a peace, as he foreſaw the im- 
pollibility of ſubduing the Romans, and was 
convinced the Jews would unavoidably periſh 
in battle, were not their affairs ſettled with the 
Romans, In a word, had Ananus but lived, 
there is no queſtion but things would have met 
with a more favourable iſſue: For beſides the 
excellent talent he had in delivering his ſenti- 


ag and working upon the afteCtions of the 
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people, he had effectually removed every ob- 
ſtruction thar lay in his way, namely, thoſe who 
had oppoſed his deſigns, and thoſe who had 
ſhewn themſelves encouragers of the war. 
With this good man 7% /s was allociated| in- 
ferior to him much, if we compare them toge- 
ther, but much ſuperior in ſome particular 
points. In ſhort, I am perſuaded that God, 
having doomed his polluted city to deſttuction, 
and being pleaſed to purge the ſacred places by 
fire, purpoſely permitted the murther of theſe 
defenders of them. Thus they who a moment 
or two before were dreſſed in à ſacerdotal ha- 
bit, and at the head ot the publick religion of 
their country, and honoured by perſons coming 
from all parts of the world, to viſit the city, 
were ſeen naked, and thrown out a prey to dogs 
and wild beaſts, Virtue itſelf, methinks, pour- 
ed our a flood of tears in memory of, and in 
Pity to theſe perſonages, and heartily lamented 
that ſo much malice ſhould bring them to ſo 
ignominious an end. And this was the fatal 
end of Ananus and Feſus. 

Atter having exerciſed their cruelties upon 
theſe, the zealots, as the Idumæans, raged 
with uncontroulable fury among the people, as 
it they had been a number of wild beaſts, 
Wherever they found any of the meaner ſort, 
they killed them without granting any quarter : 
But the more noble and the younger ſort, they 
took, were thrown inco priſon, through an ex- 
pectat ion that the dilatory putting off their 
deaths would force ſome of them to come over 
to their fide. But all their hopes were baulk'd, 
for not a ſingle perſon would in the leaſt heark- 
en to any propoſitions made them, every one 
chuſing rather to ſuffer death than agree with 
a number of men reſolved to ruin their coun- 
try. This refuſal to eſpouſe their party, ama- 
zed them highly; for neither ſtripes nor tor- 
ments was of any effect: But when they found 
their bodies no longer able to endure the tor- 
tures and pains inflicted upon them, they 
vouchſafed, with a ſeeming kindneſs, at laft to 
put a period to their lives with their ſwords. 
Thoſe they took in the day, were at night con- 
veyed to priſon, and the dead they brought 
and threw out of doors, to make room for 
others: And the people were ſeized with ſuch 
extreme fear and dejection of ſpirit, that not 
one amongſt them durſt venture to ſnew his con- 
cern openly for his neareſt friends, or bury 'em, 
but was compelled to keep cloſe within his 
houſe, and ſtifle his uneaſineſs there. Neither 
durſt any lament withour taking particular care 
to keep it concealed from the ears of their ene- 
mies; for the lamenter and the lamented were 
doomed to the very ſame puniſhment, Indeed, 
ſome in the night would ſcrape together a ſmall 
quantity of earth, and throw it over the bo- 
dies, bur thoſe who had more courage, would 
do this in the day-time. And thus did twelve 
thouſand of the moſt eminent Fews periſh. 

Slaughter and bloodſhed now had cloyed 
them, and the next things were the courts of 
juſtice, which they turned into ridicule. In 
conſequence whereof, being determined to ſa- 
crifice the lite of a certain nobleman, named 
Zacharias, the ſon of one Baruch, (whoſe ex- 
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traordinary hatred to them, and great love of 
liberty, had brought down their reſentment 
upon him; and alſo being rich, which flatter d 
them with hopes of plundering his effects, be- 
ing, too, reſolved to take him out of the way, 
as they judged him a man of conſiderable ut- 
tereſt to weaken, and even ruin their power) 
they ſummoned about ſeventy of the chief a- 
mong them under a pretence of being judges, 
though without any authority ; before whom 
Zacharias was indeed accuſed of having had 
intentions of betraying them ro the Romans, 
and of ſending a certain number of perſons, for 
that very purpoſe, to Veſpaſian. I hey had no 
evidence to prove any one of the articles he 
was accuſed of, but ſaid, they were ſufficiently 
ſatisfied wich the juſtice of the accuſation, and 
that was enough for them. Zacharias finding 
himſelf in too dangerous a ſituation to think 
of ſaving himſelf, as he had villainoufly been 
impriſoned, and not ſummoned to take his trial, 
did not forbear taking the hberty of explaining 
himſelf; but, ſtanding up in the midſt of them, 
ſmiled at the appearances of the charges brought 
againſt him, and, in a few words, cleared him- 


ſelf of the crimes alledged againſt him: Then / 


turning his diſcourſe to his accuſers, he recited, 
in a gradual order, all their wicked and cruel 
meaſures, and extremely lamented the diſtrac- 


tion and confuſion affairs were brought under, 


The zealots, hereupon, made a violent noiſe, 
and had much ado to refrain from drawing 
their ſwords; but, willing to have the mock 
trial brought to a concluſion, and wanting to 
know if the judges themſelves, in their dan- 
gerous ſituation, would have any regard for 
juſtice, they kept themſelves quiet. In ſhort, 
the whole ſeventy unanimouſly brought in the 
perſon, thus called to his trial, guiltleſs, and 
pretended they would ſoon ſuffer death with 
him, than have his ruin aſcribed to them. This 
acquitment made the zealots raiſe a confuſed 
noiſe, who, to a man. were extremely offended 
at the judges, for miſunderſtanding the deſign 
of the authority they had veſted them with : 
However, two of the moſt couragious among 
them fell upon Zacharias in the very middle 
of the temple, and ſlew him, and, after he was 
dead, ſpoke in a ludicrous way, We will judge 
gor, and acquit you in a more particular manner; 
and then, immediately, dragging him out of 
the temple, they threw him down into the 
ditch below. As for the judges, they, by way 
of diſhonour, were beat abour the temple on 
the outſide, with the backs of the zealots 
ſwords, to puniſh them for not gratifying them 
in their bloody defigns, and that their appear- 
ance in the city might convince all they were 
the tokens of their {iavery. 

But now the Id#m#ans began to blame them- 
ſelves for coming, and what had been tranſ- 
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acted gave them ſome uneaſineſs. Being ſum. 
moned together by means of a certain zealor, | 
who privately went to them, he acquainted 
them with the whole train of the unjuſtifiable 
meaſures they had taken with thoſe who had 
ſent for them, and diſcourſed to them every 
particular circumſtance they had delign'd againg 
the city; Fou they had taken up arms, under 
a pretence that the city was going to be betrayed 
to the Romans by the priefts ; but that no tokens 
could be found of ſuch an inſtauce of treachery - 
That, on the contrary, the perſons ſla nder and 
charg d with ſuch a treacheroas de/ign, were thy 
very mea who flood in defence of the city, aug 
had fhewed courage enongh to withſtand ſuch ty. 
rannick attempis, and remove the ul conſequey. 
ces of civil broils, That they had taken ip 
arms, under a pretence the city was to be betray. 
ed by the pri:/ts to the Romans; but that yy 
prof or diſcovery of any ſuch attion could br, 
or kad been mane; aud that the very perſyns 
who forged this accuſation, and thoſe too why 
had made themſelves guilty of the late violent 
and tyrannick attempts, owed their preſervation 
to them. That it was their bilſineſs to have ob- 
rucled their deſigns in their infancy ; but ſince 
they toth had equally involved themſelves in di- 
vil diſputes, it was neceſſary their commotibns 
ſhould have an end put to them, and not for 
them to remain any longer where thep were to 
give thoſe perſons an additional ftrength who 


went about to ruin their countri, bor if the 


ſhutting of the city gates againſt them, and di- 
nying them entrance, had not well pleaſed them, 
yet they were tobe acquainted, that 3 had 
ſo ſhut them, had veen ſuffciently puniſhed for 
the action, that Ananus had loft his life, and all 
the people, in one night, in a manner, cut off. 
7 hat it was reaſunable to ſuppoſe theſe things 
cave ſeveral great unea/ineſs, who ſaw the ho. 
rid cruelty of thoſe who had ſent for them, that 
even their preſervers ſhould be denied the ſmall:/i 
reſpect. And that as they had not ſcrupled i 
perpetrate ſuch flagrant abuſes in the very fight 
of thoſe who were come to affift them, there was 
the greateſt appearance of truth to believe the 
Idumæans world be charged with their villanies, 
ſo long as none obſtructea them, or any of them 
abſtained from his barbarous proceedure. That, 
upon this account, (as it was paſt diſpute that 
every circumſtance relating to the pretended le- 
traying of the city had been invented, and th 
then there was no expefFation of any arrival of 
the Romans, and that the city was /0 frrongir 
fortified, as to make its ſiege of vaſt difficulty) 
they oug ht to return home, and, by relingulſlils 
the alliance of evil-diſpoſed perſons, clear the” 
ſelves of all thoſe things which the artifice y 
the zealots had drawn them into, and mad: 
them aſſociates of their villanies. 
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Tbe Zealots, having procured their 
greater Slaughter th 
demanding to go againſt the Jews, 


J- RES remonſtrances gaining an aſcen- 
dant over the Idumæans, the firſt thing 
they did was their diſcharging a matter of two 
thouſand perſons who had been thrown into 
confinement, who immediately left the city, 
and went to Simon, of whom we ſhall have oc- 
cation to ſpeak preſently. After this, the [4u- 
means left Hieroſolyma, and returned home. 
Both parties were ſurprized at their ſo ſudden 
departure; for the people, having no notion 
that what they had done had fat uneaſy upon 
their minds, began to reſume heart a little : 
And the zealots, as though their aſſiſters had 
not quite abandoned them, but had procured 
their liberty from thoſe who obſtructed and 
| hinder'd their inſolent proceeding, were influ- 
enced to behave in a more outragious manner. 
In conſequence hereof, without any delay, or 
having recourſe to deliberation, they ſet about 
their injurious purpoſes, and, in the quickeſt 
manner, invented their ſchemes, which they 
put in execution, even ſooner than they had 
deliberated on them. The principal thing they 
thirſted after, was, the ruin of the couragious 
and noble Fews, being puſhed on to this by 
envy on the one ſide, and an intolerable fear 
on the other: For they ſuppoſed they could 
depend on no other ſecurity, with regard to 
their own perſons, than by effectually removing 
out of the way every ſoul among the principal 
ſort. In conſequence of this reſolution, Gorion 
was made a ſacrifice in company with ſeveral 
others, a perſon of dignity, and deſcended 
from a reputable tamily, one who loved a re- 
publican government, and, if any other Few 
may be termed fo, a rigid aſſertor of liberty. 
But the boldneſs he aſſumed in his diſcourſes, 


was, among his other accompliſhments, the 


chief means of his ruin; neither had Niger the 
Peraite, one who had moſt gallantly ſignaliz'd 
himſelf in the wars againſt the Romans, the 
fortune to eſcape their hands. Notwithſtand- 
ing he often call'd aloud, and expoſed the ſcars 
they dragg'd him through the 
city : But when he ſaw himſelt 


conveyed without the gates of the city, and 
that there wer 

d eſired and be 
t oy Tefuſing him the honour of interment, 
$i 


e no hopes of ſaving his life, he 
gged he might be buried: But 
| he Frany deſired, with a thundering 
þ Menace, afterwards put him to death. When 
el Was on the point of going to ſtake, he 
I 20x, 0 that the Romans might revenge his 
Aute; that, beſides the war with them, they 


mig a . 
F ght be expoſed to famine and peſtilence, and, 
s an addition to a 


hey might fall b 
all which, God 

| theſe monſters, an 
ment, cauſed the 
mong themſelves 
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y the hands of one another ; 
of a truth, confirmed againſt 
d, as the moſt righteous judg- 
m to fall out ſhortly after a- 
» and experience the conſe- 
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Liberty through Means of the Idumæans, commit 4 
than before in the City; 


and Veſpaſian diſſuades his Soldiers, 


to put away the Thoughts of War for the preſent. 


quences of their own madneſs. Niger's death 
removed the fears they had entertained of lo- 
ſing their authority and power; and there 
was no pretence left untried that might con- 
tribute to the ruin of the people. For ſome, 
through a pretext they had formerly interrupt- 
ed ſome of them in the execution of their de- 
ſigns, were put to death: While others, who 
had kept a neutrality in the time of peace, 
were equally charged with crimes, as they 
ſeem' d neceſſary to their deſigns. He who ab- 
ſolutely kept out of their ſight, was thought 
proud and lofty; he who with ſome aſſurance 
preſented himſelf before them, was reckoned a 
deſpiſer, and he who endeavour'd to compliment 
or humour them, was deem'd a traitor at the 
bottom : And death was the conſtant reward of 
the heavieſt, as well as the lighteſt crimes. Nei- 
ther did any one eſcape, unleſs his ignoble birth, 
or low fortune, had made him exceeding mean. 
All the Roman officers, from this diſſention 
on foot among their enemies, concluding what 
their future advantage would be, were excited 
to a deſire of laying ſiege to the city, and 
thereto endeavoured to urge Veſpaſiau, who 
was their general, and veſted with the ſupreme 
command over them, by repreſenting, That 
the providence of God was viſibly on their 
fide, by turning the hands of their enemies 
upon themſelves: Notwithſtanding a change 
was very likely to enſue, and probably the 
Fews, wearied out with theircivil diſſentions, 
or reduced to a better ſenſe of their miſtakes, 
would ſoon unite in one common intereſt, 
and baniſh their differences.“ To which Ve 
paſian returned anſwer, That they were 
ſtrangely miſtaken in what concerned them 
to do, in deliring to give proofs of their va- 
lovr and might, and that with danger to their 
perſons, as in a theatre; and without conſi- 
dering what was for their intereſt and ſecurity. 
For ſhould they directly go and fall upon the 
city, they would prove the very means of a 
reconciliation being eltabliſhed among their 
enemies, and of turning their torce upon them 
which was now 1n 1ts vigour. But would the 
wait with patience, the number they would 
engage would be reduced to a few, as their 
ſeditions had, and till would take a great 
number of them oft : For that God was a 
much better general than himſelf, who gave 
up the Jews to the Romans without any la- 
bour on their ſide, and granted the victory to 
his army without the hazard of any danger 
to it. That ſince their enemies periſhed by 
their own hands, and a ſedition, which was 
the worſt of evils, raged among them, *rwas 
rather their buſineſs ro ſit down contented, 
and remain ſpectators of the misfortunes they 
had brought upon themſelves, than offer to 
engage with men who wanted to die, and 
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© were ſo barbarouſly bent againſt one another. 
Now it any one imagines that the glory of 
© conquelt is much impaired by being obtained 
without war, let him be acquainted, that 
© *tis more for his honour and advantage to put 
© a finiſhing ſtroke to what he has undertaken 
© with quiet, than have recourſe to arms, and 
© experience the dubious chance of war. For 
they who by continence and a prudent con- 
© duct have brought about the ſame things 
© with the brave and valourous, ought to merit 
© the ſame encomiums with them, and to ſtand 
© upon the ſame level of honour. That as the 
© forces of their enemies diminiſhed, thoſe of 
© his own men would increaſe, and the recrea- 
© tion allowed them from their hardſhips, would 
© animate them with greater alacrity to make 
© head againſt them. And, beſides, if any 
© among them had propoſed in their thoughts 
* ſome glorious victory, they had pitched upon 
© a quite wrong ſeaſon, For the Jes were 
© little ſollicitous abour preparing of arms, for- 
© tifying their walls, or calling in auxiliaries to 
© their relief; all which might be effectuated 
© by waiting: And, beſides, their being wea- 
< ried out with their own diſſent ions and civil 
© feuds, would expoſe them to more miſerable 
© hardſhips than any they would experience, 
© ſhould they attack and rake them priſoners. 
© And further, that whether any had his ſecu- 
«© rity in view, or the glory ot the action fat 
< uppermoſt in his thoughts, it was neceflary 
* to diſmiſs thoſe who reſolutely wanted to 
© make away with themſelves ; it being by no 
© means prudent to engage with a nation at ci- 
vil variance with themſelves. For it will be 
* ſaid, and that with much appearance of rea- 
© fon, that the victory we obtained was not 
© owing to ourſelves, but to the animoſities 
© and ſedition of our enemies,” 

This ſpeech of Veſpaſian was aflented to by 
the officers, and it was not long before it ap- 
pear'd how juſt the ſentiments of the general 
were ; for every day numbers fled over to 
them, in order to get clear of the ſtrict guard 

the zealots kept over them. Their eſcape was 
attended with dangerous conſequences, as 
watches were poſted at all the avenues of the 
city; and they, who were any way taken, 
were, under a pretext of going over to the 
Romans, put to death. He who could pur- 
chaſe his ranſom, was diſmiſs*d about his buſi- 
neſs; and he who could raiſe nothing to re- 
deem himſelt, was accounted the only traitor. 
And thus it fell out, that, as the richer ſort 
paid for rheir eſcape, the poorer were certain 
to be made ſacrifices. Every village, hereupon, 


was a frightful ſcene of dead bodies raiſed in 
heaps ; and numbers of thoſe who had a&uaj 
made their retreat, alter'd their ſentiments, and 


long' d to conclude their laſt day within the ci. 


iy. This opinion of their dying with mote 
afet | 


y in the boſom of their country, wy, 


heighten'd by the hope they entertain'd of be. 
ing buried: For to ſuch a length of eruelt 
did their paſſions hurry them, that they would 
neither allow the right of interment to thoſe 


who loſt their lives within the city, nor to 


thoſe who periſhed in the roads; but, as if they 
had covenanted to diſſolve the laws of nature 
with thoſe of their country, and, as an addi. 
tion to their injuſtice to mankind, to pollute 
the majeſty of God, they left the dead rotting 
and putritying in the open air. Death was the 
equal puniſhment as well of thoſe who pteſu- 
med to bury any of their relations, as of thoſe 
who endeavoured to make their eſcape; and 
he who had performed the rite of ihterment to 
his friend or relation, was not long himſelf be- 
fore he was deprived of burial. In a word, 
there was no commendable affection of the 
mind ſo much laid aſide in theſe ſcenes of di- 
ſtreſs, as compaſſion. For what ſhould have 
principally incited the minds of theſe monſters 
to pity, became the very motives ro heighten 
their reſentment: And from the living to the 
flain, and from the dead to the living, was 
their rage unaccountably carried: And fo ter- 
rible a pannick had invaded the hearts of all, 
that thoſe who ſurvived reckoned thoſe who 
had given up their fouls in the number of the 
happy, as they had found a period to their 
misfortunes ; and thoſe who were expoſed to 
ſtripes and cruelties in their confinement, una- 
nimouſly concluded, on comparing the caſe of 
the unburied with rheirs, that the former was 
far more tolerable, Neither were theſe all, 
for they trampled under foot all human right, 
ridiculed divine things, and made mockery ot 
the oracles of the prophets, as a collection of 


fiction and fable. The prophets, indeed, had 


made frequent prognoſtications concerning vit- 
tue and vice, which the zealots infringing with 
impunity, cauſed that prophecy which was un- 
derſtood to contain the deſtruction of the citj, 
to have its juſt period. For there went an an- 
cient report among men, that, upon the break. 
ing out of a ſedition, and the place ſanctifed 
to the ſervice of God being polluted with tte 
hands of the natives, the city ſhould then 1 
taken, and the holy place laid in aſhes ; 5 
which, the zealots did not deny, and yet ma : 
themſelves the very miniſters to perform theſe 


circumſtances. 


CHAP, . 


John æffedts the Government, Of the Ills committed by the Zealots in Mallads 
Veſpaſian zakes Gadar. Of the Performances of Placidus. 


ON, having affected the government, re- 
fuſed to admit his equals into the ſame ho- 
nour; and, after having by flow advances got 
a pack of looſe and diſſolute men into his in- 
rereſt, he put himſelf at the head of their fac- 


ed the advice 


tion. As he perpetually reject of authotity 


of others, and urged, with an al : 
and imperiouſneſs, whatever he thoug (ciel 

er, *twas plain to be ſeen his aims were 
5 p 6, 


calculated to make himſelf abſolute. * 


— U pn 


pro” | 
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through fear, while others, through affection, 


aſlociated with him. He had a worderful and 
ſurprizing art to circumvent and allure perſons 


in order to join his ſchemes, and many were of 
opinion, it was more to their ſecurity, that 


whatſoever they did or committed ſhould be 
grounded on one, and not feveral cauſes. Be- 
des, as he was both a good ſoldier, and an 
able ſtateſman, he found a numerous body-guard 
to protect his meaſures. Great part, notwith- 
ſtanding, of the oppoſite faction, deſerted him, 
ſome, through envy, eſteeming 1t roo intolera- 
ble to be flaves to him, who a little before was 
on the ſame level with them: While numbers, 
on the other hand, entertainꝰd ſuſpicions of the 
government of one man by himſelt. For they 
ſuppoſed, ſhould he once obtain the power to 
himſelf, great and inſurmountable difficulties 
would lay in the road to remove him, and 1t 
would be obje&ed to them with having been 
tac firſt who had interrupted him in his pro- 
ceedings. Wherefore, every man concluded, 
it was more preferable to hazard the worſt in- 
conveniences of a war, than, by ſubjecting 
themſelves to a voluntary bondage, die diſho- 
nourable, like ſo many ſlaves. They who 
countenanc'd theſe opinions, reſolved them- 
{clves into a ſeparate faction, while John go- 
verned the oppoſite party with almoſt a kingly 
power. But both ſides, all the while, took 
care to detend themſelves, and potted their 
guards in every place; but, in the skirmiſhes 
they had with one another, nothing, or very 
little of any conſequence, was tranſacted : 
However, in the encounters they managed a- 
gainſt the people, their animoſities were carried 
on with ſome warmth, and both ſides obſtinate- 
ly fought to make the moſt plunder they could. 
Thus the city being embarraſſed at once with 
three of the greateſt evils,namely, war, tyranny, 
and a ſedition, the people judged war a lighter 
expedient than the other two. Wherefore, a- 
bandoning their countrymen, they went over 
to ſtrangers, and procured their ſecurity from 
the Romans which they had been denied by 
their countrymen. 

But, beſides all theſe diſaſters, a fourth evil 
ſtarred up towards the deſtruction of the na- 
tion. There was an exceeding ſtrong caſtle, at 
a {mall diſtance from Hieroſolhma, called Ma- 
ſada, which had been built by the ancient 
kings of the country, as a ſtore-houſe ſor lay- 
ing up the plunder obtained in the dangers of 
war, and to ſerve as a place of defence. The 
F carii, as they are fo called, having ſeized 
upon this fortreſs, made frequent ſallies out of 
i into the ad joining country, but without com- 
mitting any thing more than providing them- 
{elves with neceſſaries, being afraid to puſh at 
any greater plunder. But ſo ſoon as they 
heard that the Roman army kept quiet, and 
that the Jews in Hiero/olyma were torn to pie- 
Lees by the feuds and animoſities that raged a- 

mong them, they pulled of the mask, and fell 
| '9 the commiſſion of acts of a deeper conſe- 
| 2vence. On the day of Azymuth (which the 
eus Celebrate in commemoration of the li- 
erty they obtained from their bondage in 


, and of their return into their country), 
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they made an excurſion privately in the night, 
flew all who made any reſiſtance, and ſallied 
into a city called Engaddi; where, before 
thoſe who had any intention of withſtanding 
them, could get to their arms, or muſter up 
all together in a body, they immediately pur 
to flight, and drove out of the city: But of 
thoſe who could not make their eſcape, they 
flew to the number of ſeven hundred women 


and children: After which, having rifled the 


houſes, and plundered the fruits that were now 
ripe, they took off their booty, and carried ir 
to Maſſada. When all the villages and towns 
thereabout became a prey to their depreda- 
tions, being aſſiſted herein by freſh companies 
and acceſſions of men of the like principles 
with themſelves, which aſſociated with them 
daily: And, ar the ſame time, roſe up other 
bands of robbers throughout other parts of the 
country, who had contained themſelves, till 
now, in a peaceable condition. And as in the 
human body, when any principal part thereof 
is enflamed, the other members becomes at the 
ſame time obnoxious to the like ailment: So 
for the commotions and ſedition which now ra- 
ged in Hiercſolyma, thoſe who were of aban- 
doned principles laid hold of the opportunity 
and took a licenſe to prepetrate their villanies : 
And all, after they had made what ſpoil they 
could out of the places they lived in, retired 


into the deſart; where, having formed them 


ſelves into bands and ſeparate companies, too 
few to furniſh out an army, and too conſider- 
able to be ſtilled a gang of robbers, they made 
their irruptions into conſecrated places, and 
towns of greater note. Sometimes it ſo hap- 
pened, that they met with too warm a recep- 
tion from thoſe they engaged, which generally 
happens to be the caſe of thoſe who are left in 
war, but at other times they prevenred their 
puniſhment, by retreating off, after the way of 
rabbers, with the plunder they had made. 
However, their was not a part of Fudæa, but 
what, in company with Hieroſolyma, the moſt 
renowned place of all, was miſerably periſhing 
a-Pace. | 

All theſe circumſtances were made known to 
Veſpaſian by deſerters. For though every a- 
venue had a ftrict guard ſet over it, and the 
ſeditious put to death, all thoſe who any way 
ſtrove to go over to the Romans, yet there 
were ſome who had the fortune to make their 
eſcape privately, and get to the Romans, who 
urged the general to ſuccour their city, and 
ſave the remains of their people: For many 
had periſhed for having entertained friendly 
ſentiments for the Romans, and thoſe who re- 
mained were in extreme danger. The calami- 
ties of the Fews now touching the general's 
breaſt with compaſſion, he broke up his camp 
as though his deſign had been to lay ſiege to 
Hieroſolyma, but, in effect, to deliver it from 
one. It was his buſineſs, however, before he 
went about this work, ro demoliſh what was 
left, and not to leave any thing behind him 
that might give him obſtruction in the intended 
ſiege. To this end, coming to Gadar, the 
ſtrong metropolis of Peræa, he made his entry 
thereinto on the fourth day of the month Di- 
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no better than rebels at the bottom, had al- 
ready ſent ambaſſadors to him, about conditions 
of ſurrendering, being moved hereto through 


an inclination for peace, and a tear of loling 


their effects; for ſeveral rich families dwelt in 
Gadar. They who were of the oppoſite tac- 
tion, were entirely ſtrangers to the purport of 
this embaſſy ; but the approach of YVe/pa/ian to 
negotiate about ir, give them ar laſt ſome in- 
telligence; But for them to keep poſſeſſion of 
the city, they found impracticable, and even 
deſpaired of it, as they were both inferior to 
the number of their enemies within, and ſaw 
the Romans ar ſo ſmall a diſtance from their 
walls. In ſhort, it was refolved between 
them to fly, but to retreat without thedding 
of blood, and inflicting no punithment on the 
guilty,was thought too dithonourable. Where- 
fore, they laid hold of Do/e/us (who not only 
in reſpect of dignity and birth was the ptinci- 
pal perſon of the city, but who. ſeem'd to have 
been che author of the embaſſy) and pur him 
to death, then, out of an exceſſive piece of re- 
ſentment, took and barbarouſly laih'd the dead 
body, and fled out of the city. On the arri 
val of the Roman army, the people of Gadar 
receiving Ve/pa/jan with ſhouts and acclama- 
tions of joy, the general promiſed them ſecu- 
rity, and gave them a garriſon of horſe and 
foot to withſtand the excurſions of the tug1- 
tives. For themſelves, before the coming of 
the Romans, had pull'd down their walls, in or- 
der to obtain the great faith as to their incli- 
nations for peace, as being now incapacitated, 
were their deſires never ſo ſtrong, to act de- 
fenſively, or maintain a war againſt him. 
Veſpaſian, hereupon, diſpatch'd away Placi- 
dus, in purſuit of the fugitive Gadarenes, with 
five hundred horſe, and three thouſand foot; 
while himſelf, with the reſt of the army, re- 
turn' d back to Cæſarea. The fugitives obſer- 
ving the enemy cloſe at their heels, were, be- 
fore they came to a cloſe engagement, forced 
into a village called Bethannabris; where, find- 
ing a conſiderable number of youth, part of 
whom arm'd themſelves voluntarily, and part 
by compulſion, they precipitantly fell upon 
Placidus and his ſoldiers. At the firſt ſhock 
they gave ground a little, artfully deſigning 
thereby to draw them at a farther diſtance from 
the walls to fight them. And having got them 
into a convenient place, the cavalry - immedi- 
ately hemmed them in, and terribly gauled 
them wich their darts, putting to the ſword 
every one that offered to retreat, while the 
infantry made a great {laughter of thoſe who 
oppos'd them. Indeed, the Jes periſh'd in 
ſuch a manner, as if they had deſired to do no- 
thing more than give proofs of their extraor- 
dinary boldneſs. For being cloſed in with the 
enemy's arms, and their own walls, all the time 
they encounter'd the Romans in a compacted 
body, they could make their darts no way ſer- 


viceable to them, nor by any force they had 


were able to break the Romans ranks: And 
thus being on every fide expoſed to their darts, 
in a frantick rage, like ſo many untamed beaſts 
of prey, they ruined upon their ruin. Being 


* Fravivs Jostrnvs 


ſtrus. But the principal citizens, who were 
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terribly routed, ſome run down the mouth 
with the enemy's ſwords, while others wer 
diſſipated by the cavalry. E 

Bur Placidus, wanting to hinder their retreat 
and force them into the village, rode diligent] ; 
up and down to that quarter, when, ſudden] 
tacing about, he threw his darts upon the next 
to him, whom he certainly hit: Thoſe at 2 
more remote diſtance, terrified at his preſence 
gave ground ; bur the valianter ſort, by mak- 
ing a vigorous puſh through the enemy, fled 
to the walls. The guards, on this occaſion 
were in ſuſpence what to do; they could not 
endure to think to be themſelves the means of 
excluding out of the town the fugitive Gags. 
renes ; and, ſhould they admit them within 
they believ'd they with them ſhould find one 
common fate; which, accordingly, happened 
On their being forced to the walls, *rwas next 
to an ace but the Roman horſe had broke in 
with them: But though they had been before- 
hand in taking care to have the gates ſhut 
Placidus, however, made a warm attack, took 
the walls and the town together. Hereupon 
the inſignificant rabble were made a ſacrifice 
but the more powerful ſort caſt themſelves into 


flight, and the Roman ſoldiers plunder'd the 


houſes, and ſet fire to the town. They who 
eſcaped, made the country people run away, 
and, by exaggerating the hardſhips they had 
endured, and reporting how the whole Roman 
army was at hand, itruck every ſoul with a 
prodigious panick ; and being increaſed in their 
number, by an addition of people that fre- 
quently was coming to join them, they fled to 
Hiericho, which was the only place then that 
gave them hopes of ſecurity, as it was exceed- 
ing ſtrong and populous. Placidus, however, 
depending on his cavalry, and embolden'd with 
his tormer good fortune, went in purſuit of 
them, and made great ſlaughter of them to the 
very banks of Fordan, where, having forced 
their whole multitude to the very edge of the 
river, who, by reaſon of its rapid ſtream, could 
not paſs over (being ſwell'd with the late rains, 
and render'd unfordable), he poſted his men 
over- againſt them. Neceſſity now obliged the 
Gadarenes to fight, who had no way lett of re- 
treating; and having ſtretch*d themſelves a long 
way on the banks, they received the enemy's 
darts, and the incurſions of their horſe ; who 
falling upon ſeveral of their men, puſhed rhem 
into the river. Fifteen thouſand were ſlain on 
the ſpot, but the number of thoſe who {pon- 
rancouſly or involuntarily were forc'd into the 
river, was infinite: And, beſides two thouſand 
and two hundred were taken priſoners, with e 
prodigious body of aſſes and ſheep, camels an 
bullocks. ; ; 
Though the Fewws were of opinion this crvc 
chance of fortune equalled any of their 
ceding calamities, yet they could not uy 
thinking that it even exceeded them, not on 
in regard all the country where the) he 10 
was filled with ſcenes of ſlaughter, but, 0 
in that Jordan, on account of the num g 
dead bodies, was made impaſlable, grate” 
lake Aſphaltitis crowded likewiſe with the!“ 


| he JI 
number thrown into it by the force oft 5 
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er. Placidus, however, improving the advan- 
ad his good fortune had put in his hands, 
marched againſt the neighbouring cities and 
towns, and having taken Abila and Fu/tas, and 


Beſemot h, and all the other places reaching to 
15 9 he placed in each thoſe of the deſer- 
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ters he thought moſt proper: And then put- 


ting his ſoldiers on board ſeveral veſſels, he 


ſlew thoſe. who had fled into the lake. And 
thus all Perza, to Machero,cither ſurrender'd, 
or was won by the Romans. 


r 


Veſpaſian, on receiving the news of troubles being raiſed in Galatia, haſtens to pur 
an end to the Jewiſh war, A deſcription of Hiericho, and the great plain; alſo, 


of the lake Aſphaltitis. 


URING theſe tranſactions, news was 


brought of commotions having been rai- 


ſed in Galatia, and of Vindex, in conjunction 
with the men of power of his country, having 
revolted from Nero, a more accurate account 
whereof is related elſewhere. The report of 
theſe alterations incited him to put à quicker 
period to the war, having at this time a clear 
proſpect of the wars and danger the whole 
empire was going to ſuſtain and be expoſed to, 
and finding, if the places in the eaſt were firſt 
reſtored to tranquillity, he had reaſon to think 
Italy might be delivered from its fears by his 
means. While the winter ſeaſon continued, he 
employed his time in putting ſtrong garriſons 
into thoſe cities and towns which he had ſub- 
dued, placing decurions in the latter, and cen- 
turions in the former: Beſides, he repair'd ſe- 
veral of thoſe places which had been laid in 
ruin, and ſack' d. As ſoon as the ſpring came 
on, he marched from Cz/area with a larger 
part of his army, to Antipatris, where, em- 
ploying two days. in ſetting the city to rights, 
he moved thence on the third, in his march 
waſting and burning all the villages he paſs'd 
through ; and having reduced to his obedience 
all the places within the roparchy of Thamnia, 
he proceeded onwards to Lydda and Famnia, 
where, after both had voluntarily ſurrender'd 
to him, having lett in them garriſons of the 
ſurrenderers whom he thought proper, he came 
to Ammao; and there ſeizing the avenues lead- 
ing to their metropolis, he. fortified his camp 
with a wall, and leaving the fifth legion there 
to guard it, he, with the reſt of his forces, 
marched into the toparchy of Bethleptephorus, 
and, having waſted it and the adjoining country 
with fire and ſword, fortified thoſe caſtles a- 
bout Idumæa which ſtood convenient for his de- 
ligns, and taken two towns in the very heart 
ot Idumæa, namely, Betaris and Cephartoba, 
he put above ten thouſand men to the ſword, 
carried away above a thouſand priſoners, diſ- 
pers'd the reſt of the inhabitants, and then put 
2 conſiderable part of his own forces there, 
who ravaged, by their frequent incurſions, all 
the mountainous places. Mean while, himſelf 
85 the reſt of his army, returned to Ametho, 
h -1ce, Paſling through Samaritis, and cloſe 
15 2 ſo called, but by the natives na- 
ed Habort ha, he marched down to Boreas, 
8 there encamped, on the ſecond day of the 
8 a, and went on the morrow to Hi- 
| 290, where Trajan, at the head of his for- 


ces, (being one of the generals) which he had 


brought out of Peræa, met him, having reduc'd 
to his obedience all the places as far as Fordan. 
Before the Romans arrived, a great multi- 
tude of people got out of Hiericho, and took 
refuge in the mountains over-againſt Hieroſo- 
ima; but a conſiderable number who remain- 
ed behind, periſned. Thus the Romans found 


the city abandoned which ſtood in the plain, 


having a naked and barren mountain of extreme 
length over-looking it; for it reaches north- 
ward to the country of Scythopolis, and ſouth- 
ward to Sodom, and the borders of the lake 
Aſphaltit:s. Tis all vaſtly unequal and rug- 
ged, and its ſterility renders it uninhabitable: 
T here is another mountain that ſtands juſt op- 
polite to this, which takes its riſe northward 
from Fulias, and reaches ſouthward to Somor- 
ron, which place bounds Petra of Arabia. The 
mountain called the iron mountain, is in this, 
extending 1n length as far as Moab; and the 
country lying between both theſe mountains, 
is called the great plain, ſtretching from the 
village of G:nnabris to the lake of Aſphaltitis. 
Its length is two hundred and thirty furlongs, 
and the breadth one hundred and twenty. 
Foraan cuts it in the middle, and the lakes of 
Aſphaltitis and Tiberias both ſtand in it, of op- 
poſite natures, the former being ſaltiſh and 


poor, the latter ſweet and rich. This plain, 


during the ſummer ſeaſon, is expoſed to ſcor- 
ching ſuns, and extreme heats; and the too 
much ſultrineſs of the weather occaſions an un- 
wholſome and pernicious air to viſit it: For 
all of it is dry and ſandy, except the places 
about Jordan; which is the reaſon that the 
palms growing on its banks are fruitfuller, and 
more flouriſbing, which is not ſo with thoſe at 
a greater diſtance. 

But near Hiericho there is a plentiful foun- 
tain that in abundance waters the adjoining 
meadows, pouring out its copious ſtreams juſt 
by the whole city, which was the firſt place Je- 
ſus, the ſon of Nave, general of the Hebrew 
army, won by right of conqueſt in the land of 
Canaan. *Tis reported of this fountain, that 
Its Influence was ſuch, as to weaken and debi- 
litate not only the fruits of the earth, and of 
trees, but the infants women carried in the 
womb, and to bring diſeaſes and plagues upon 
every thing elſe ; but that, in proceſs of time, 
this unaccountable nature of it was correQed, 
by the prophet Eliſſarus, who render'd it of a 
moſt wholſome and rich nature. El:fſzus was 
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the ſcholar and ſucceſſor of Elias, who, for 
the hoſpitality he found at Hieric ho, and the 
uncommon civility the men of the place uſed 
him with, gave them and their country, in re- 
turn, this everlaſting token of his favour: For 
going to the ſpring, and throwing into the 
itream an earthen cruize full of ſalt, then 
ſtretching his righteous arm towards heaven, 
and pouring into the fountain kind and affecti- 
onate prayers, he begg'd it to rectify its 
ſtream, and open ſweeter yeins of water; then 
prayed God to temperate its ſtream with « r1- 
cher air, and not only grant the natives plenty 
of fruits, and a ſucceſſion of children, but make 
its prolifick waters flow ſo long as they kept 
themſelves righteous and juſt. But, to theſe 
prayers, he added ſeveral other formalities 
practiſed with his hands, all conformable to his 
divine art ; whereupon, the fountain was chan- 
ged, and that water which before was the cauſe 


of barrenneſs and dearth, from that time be- 


came the ſpring of abundance, and the ſupplier 
of a happy and numerous progeny. In ſhorr, 
its ſtreams were of that exceeding great influ- 
ence, that if its water but touched the ground, 
it produced a kinder effect then if it had long 
ſettled and remained in the field; and, for this 
reaſon, it became of little ſervice to thoſe who 
uſed much of it, but a vaſt uſe to thoſe more 
ſparing of it. Its ſtreams diffuſe themſelves 
over a larger tract of ground than any other 


fountain, running through the plain threeſcore 
and ten furlongs in length, and twenty in 


breadth, and, in that compaſs, watering abun- 
dance of exceeding pleaſant gardens, and dif- 
ferent kinds of palm-trees, both for ſmell and 
name; the oiler of which being preſs'd, there 
flows from them honey in great abundance, 
which, for ſweetneſs, gives place to no other 
kind; though this country is exceeding produc- 


tive of honey; and, beſides, fine balſam grows 


here, (which is the moſt precious product in 


the whole region) and cypreſs, and mirth trees: 
So that, ſhould any one call this a ſeat of hap- 
pineſs, his conjectures would not be amiſs, 
ſince what are very deſirable and rare in other 
countries, are produced here in extraordinary 
plenty. But, without having any reſpect to 
its other productions, the country excels all o- 
ther parts of the world, as to the ſoil fo far mul- 
tiplies whatſoeyer is ſown in it. The reaſon 
of this extraordinary fertility, in my opinion, 
is owing to the warmth of the air, and the ſe- 
cundity of the water, the former opening and 
diffuſing what is planted or ſown in the ground, 
the latter making every thing to take firm 
root, and invigorating them during the hot 
weather: For the country is ſo parc'd up, 


that ſcarce any riſes up eaſily. The water, if 
it be drawn before the riſing of the ſun, and 
expoſed to the air, cools and refrigerates, and, 
by the air's breathing upon it, aſſumes a quite 


But of the extraordinary fertility of Hiericho, 


different nature: In winter 'tis warm, and gf 
very great temperament to thoſe who are dip. 
ped in it. And the mildneſs of the air is {; 
great in this country, that, .though the other 
parts of Fudæa are ſubject to ſnows, here the 
inhabitants wear only a garment of thin linnen 
Its diftance from Hiero/olyma 1s a hundred and 
fifty furlongs, and fixty from Jordan, all the 
ſpace ſtretching to Hieroſolyma from hence be- 
ing defart and rocky; but to Fordan, and the 
lake of A/phalitis, the ground lies more low: 
however, tis altogether deſart and barren, 


this may ſuffice at preſent to ſay. 

T would be worth a man's pains to treat 
here of the nature of the lake A/phalitis 
which, as I have obſerved before, is bitter and 
unproductive, the heavieſt things that are 
thrown into it lightly ſwimming upon the ſur- 
face, and beyond any perſon's aim to fink to 
the bottom: For Veſpaſian, being deſirous to 
ſee the place, came and ordered ſome perſons 
who knew not how to ſwim, to have their 
hands tyed to their backs, and caſt into it: 
Bur, it ſeems, every one floated on the top, as 
though they had been forced up above by ſome 
extraordinary ſpirit: And, beſides the change 
of its coulour is ſurprizing ; for three times a 
day its ſurface alters, and reflects various co- 
lours, as the ſun beams dart upon it: Let, in 
many places, it vomits up black lumps of bi- 
rumen, in figure and magnitude reſembling 
bullocks with their heads chopp'd off. The 
men working tor their Bret on this lake, 
upon coming to theſe pieces of bitumen, pull 
them into their boats, but find it impoſſible to 
move them after they have filled them, becauſe 
of the tenacious quality of it, which ſticks ſo 
cloſe as not to be removed till it is diſſolved 
by women's menſtrual blood and wine; to 
which, only, it gives way. Beſides, this bi- 
rumen 1s not only good for cloſing the rifts of 
ſhips, but wonderful in the curing of bodies; 
whence tis mixed amongſt akundance of me- 
dicines. 

The length of this lake is five hundred and 
eighty turlongs, comprizing, in length, as far 
as to Zoar of Arabia; and the breadth reaches 
one hundred and fifty furlongs. The land a 
Sodom ad joins to it, once a fine and happy coun 
try, on account of its rich fruits, and the many 
cities that adorned it; but now its ground 5 
entirely parch'd up, Tis reported, that, 0 
the impiety of the inhabitants, it was burt 8 
by lightning; that, to this day, ſome rein 
ot the divine fire, and the ſhadows and images 
of five cities, may be ſeen ; as alſo, aſhes gol. 
ing in the inſide of fruits, in likene!s and co. 
lour reſembling real ones, but which, pulle 
off by the hand, fall into aſnes. Now o_ 
have ſpoke concerning Sodom, 15 verified i 
perſons who were ocular witneſſes thereol. 
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Veſpaſian, after the Deſtruction of Gadar, prepares to lay Sie ge to Hieroſoly ma, 
1 edi 910 Ver f Nero's Death, changes his Mind. Of Simon Gera- 


ſenus. 


ESPASIAMN in the mean time, having 
V hemmed in the Hieroſolymites on every 
ſide, built caſtles at Hieric ho and Adid, and 
put garriſons into both, compoſed of Romans 
and auxiliaries. He diſpatched away to Gera/a 
Lucius Annius with part of the cavalry, and 
a conſiderable body of the infantry, who, at 
the firſt charge, took the city, and ſlew a thou- 
ſand of the youth who had neglected to make 
their eſcape : The families he led away cap- 
tives, and gave his ſoldiers leave to plunder 
their goods; and, having laid their houſes in 
aſhes, he marched to the adjoining towns. 
Thoſe of conſiderable note or figure made their 
eſcape, but the weaker fell a ſacrifice, and pe- 
riſhed, and every thing left behind was doom'd 
to the flames; and the fury of the war diffu- 
ſing itſelf throughout all the mountainous and 
champain country, they in Hzeroſs/yma were 
entirely blocked up; for they who wanted to 
make their eſcape, were narrowly watched by 
the zealots; and they who would not yet fa- 
vour the Romans were reſtrained by their ar- 
my, which inveſted the city on every ſide. 

Veſpaſian being returned to Cz/area, and 

preparing to lead out all his forces againſt Hie- 
roſolpma, received the news of Nero's being 
ſlain, after he had reigned thirteen years and 
eight. days. Now to ſpeak particularly ot him, 
or how he debaſed the empire, by committing 
the government to Nymphidius and Zigellinus, 
men of abominable principles, and the unwor- 
thieſt of his freedmen ; or how he was treache- 
rouſly conſpired againſt by them, and abandon- 
ed by his whole army, being forced to retreat 
into the ſuburbs, with four of his faithful 
treedmen, where he was ſlain; or how thoſe, 
who were the cauſe of his death, not long af- 
ter were puniſhed ; or how the war in Gaul 
was determined, and in what manner Galba was 
declared emperor, and returned to Rome from 
Hain; or how the army charged him with et- 
teminacy and cowardice, kill'd him treacherouſly 
in the Roman forum, and declar'd Otho empe- 
ror, who made an expedition againſt the gene- 
rals of Vitellius, and was defeated and {lain ; 
or how, after theſe commotions and feuds were 
raiſed againſt Vitellius, and a battle committed 
m the capitol; or how Antonius Primus, and 

Macianus, after they had ſlain Vitellius, and 
the Germanic legions, put a ſtop to the civil 
Ciſputes : All theſe circumſtances, 1 ſay, I have 
waved giving a particular account of, as every 
one are ſome way or other diſtaſteful, and may 
Swe oftence ; and as ſeveral Greek, as well as 
Roman hiſtorians, have tranſmitted accounts of 
them in their writings : But, for the ſake of 
Preſerving a continued chain of hiſtorical facts, 
and that the ſame might not be interrupted, 1 
ave ſummarily treated of them according to 


"ir e heads. Veſpaſian therefore at 
2; | 2 


firſt deferred making his expedition to Hiero- 
ſolyma, waiting to ſee on whoſe lot the empire 
would fall after Nero. But, receiving the news 
of Galba's being elected emperor, he offered 
nothing againft the Fews, till he had got his in- 
ſtructions about proceeding in the war. In or- 
der to this end he ſent his ſon Zitus to com- 
pliment him on his acceſſion to the empire, and 
receive his orders in relation to the Fews. 
King Agrippa failed with Titus, on the very 
ſame expedition and account, to Gala ; but 
as they failed by Achaia in their long veſlels, 
bh being winter time) Galba happened to be 
ain, after he had reigned ſeven months and as 
— days: Whereupon Ortho ſtood competi- 
ror for the empire, and obtained it after him. 
However, this altered face of affairs did nor 
deter Agrippa from purſuing his voyage to 
Rome : Titus in the mean time, as if by ſome 
providence, croſſed over from Greece into Syria, 
and, with extraordinary diſpatch, came to Cz- 


ſarea to his father, where both, in an uncer- 


tainty how things would turn, (the Roman em 
pire being in a very precarious ſtate) had no 
thoughts of uſing the army againſt the Jews ; 
and the concern and fear their diſtracted coun - 
try gave them, made them conclude an enter- 
prize againſt foreigners was entirely out of ſea- 
ſon, as affairs then ſtood, 

Mean while another war broke out at Hie- 
roſolyma. One Simon, a Geraſene, the ſon of 
Cioras, and a youth inferior to 70%, who 
ſwayed the city, in the way of ſcheme and ar- 
tifice, but above him in the ſtrength of body 
and valorous attempts, which made Ananus 
the prieſt diſpoſſeſs him of the government of 
Acrabatena, then in his enjoyment, went over 
to theſe robbers who had ſeized upon Maſſada. 
At firſt they ſuſpected him, and therefore 
would only permit him to enter the lower ca- 
{tle with the women he brought, while they 
inhabited the higher. But as there was a cloſe 
conjunction of manners between them, and he 
was {uppoſed to be depended upon, he was ad- 
mitted to aſſociate with them in the depreda- 
tions they made; and accordingly he plun- 
dered every thing that fell in his way about 
Maſſada. This, however, nor his attempts to 
ſpur them on to greater performances, could 
not procure them to rely wholly on him; for, 
being uſed to the caſtle, they were afraid of 
gong farther from it, as if it had been their 

en: He, on the other hand, longing for rule 
and ſway, and aſpiring at great things, as ſoon 
as he heard of the death of Ananus, moved 
up into the mountains, and proclaimed, by his 
heralds, liberty to the ſlaves, and rewards to 
the free, conſiderable numbers of whom he 
gathered from all parts around. 

His party being now conſiderably increaſed, 
and of great ſtrength, he ravaged, by his in- 
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curſions all the villages in the mountains, and 
additional crowds flocking into him daily ſo 
emboldened him, that he had the aflurance to 
deſcehd into the plain country; and, after he 
had made himſelf a terror to the neighbouring 
cities, many of the principal inhabitants and 
chiefs of the country, having before their eyes 
his great authority and proſperous run of for- 
tune, went over to him; and now his army 
was nb longer a compound of flaves and rob- 
bers, but confiſted of a vaſt number of the peo- 
ple who obeyed him as their king: He made 
his excurſions into the government of Acraba- 
tena, and as far as the greater [d1mea. For, 
having fortified a town called Nain, he kept it 
in the natute of a caſtle for his own ſecurity; 
and the valley called Pharah, after he had 
made ſeveral wider dens in it, where he found 
ſeveral prepared to his hands, he kept as a ma- 
gazine for his treaſures, where he repofited 
them, and the plunder he required, 2s alſo 
the fruits he ravaged. Beſides, ſeveral com- 
panies of his men lived in them, which pur it 
beyond diſpute that he was training up an ar- 


my, and making preparations in order to fall 


upon Hieroſolyma. 

Theſe meaſures of H mon's giving the zealots 
juſt grounds to fear his treachery, who wanted 
nothing more than to ſuppreſs him who thus 
was every hour increaſing in ſtrength, marched 
out in a conſiderale number all in arms. Simon 
met them, and gave them battle, wherein he 
ſlew many of them, and forced the reſt into 
the city ; bur apprehenſive yer' of his want of 
ſtrength, he durſt not beſiege the walls; and 
therefore, before he would put that in execu- 
tion, reſolved on ſubduing Humæa. With 
this view he put himſelf at the head of twenty 
thouſand armed men, and haſtened to the tron- 
tiers. The principal aumæans, (having, with 
great celerity, muſter'd up out of the country 
an army of twenty five thouſand very valiant 
men, and left the reſt to guard their effects, 
becauſe of the excurſions the robbers made 
out of Maſſada) received Simon on their bor- 
ders, where he gave them battle, and gallantly 
maintained it the whole day; but it was hard 
ro ſay whether he went off the field the victor 
or the vanquiſhed. ' He returned back to Vain, 
and the Idumæans home; but Simon, ſhortly 
after, broke again into their territories with a 
greater army; and, having encamped at a 
village called Thecoe, he ſent Elcazar, one of 
his aſſociates, to the guards in Heroſium, which 
was at 2a {mall diſtance, to adviſe them to 
ſurrender their ſortreſs to him. The guards, 
without any heſitation, received the meſlenger, 
as they were ignorant of the cauſe of his com- 
ing. But, on his ſpeaking about the ſurren- 
der, they followed him with their drawn ſwords, 
till he, finding no room to make his eſcape, 
threw himſelf from the wall into the ditch that 
was underneath. He gave up his breath im- 
mediately, and the Idamæans, who dreaded 
Himon's power, were reſolv'd to explore what 
forces he had, before they came to an engage- 
ment with him. | 

To this end Jacob, one of the dumæan 
princes, and who thought of nothing more 


Fravivs Jostrrnws 


the Idumæans kept their rendezvous) to Oimon, 


more antient than the other cities in the coun- 
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than how to betray his country, chearſully and 


readily offered himſelf to undertake the buſi. 
neſs: Wherefore, he went from Colurus (where 


and the firſt thing he did was agreeing with him 
about betraying his country into his hands: 
and, on receiving an oath of fidelity, and of 
uſing him always with honour. and reſpe& 
promiſing him his aſſiſtance in reducing all 744. 
mæ to his obedience. Simon received him with 
extraordinary humanity, and treated him with 
a fine-enterrainment ; and Jacob, being elated 
with the ſplendid promifes made him, on re- 
turning back to his countrymen, began firſt 
with a fictitious detail of the great number ot 
forces \i/mon had, more than in fact there were. 
Afterwards, taking aſide the princes, and ve 
near all the multitude, ſeparately, he humour'd 
and flattered them, and adviſed them to receive 
Simon, and, without having recourſe to arms, 
permit him to govern them. At the ſame time 
as he was thus tranſacting matters, he ſent for 
Simon by his meſſengers, promiſing to diſperſe 
the Idumæans, which he performed; for, the 
army being now very near, he firſt mounted 
his horſe, and, with thoſe he had corrupted, 
then made a pretended retreat. Hereupon the 
whole multitude were ſeized with a panic 
fear, and, before they came to an engagement, 
every one left their ranks, and fled home, 
Thus Simon, beycnd expectation, and with- 
out ſhedding of blood, entered Idumæa, where, 
ſuddenly making an aſſault, he firſt took Che- 
bron, where a prodigious booty fell to his ſhare, 
and a large quantity of corn and other fruits. 
Nov the natives tell us, that this Chebron is 


try, nay, of greater antiquity than Memphis in 
Egypt, reckoning from its foundation no leſs than 
two thouſand and three hundred years. Theyac- 
uaint us befides, that Abram, the progenitor 
of the Fews, lived in it after his removal out 
of Meſopotamia, and that his ſons went hence 
down into Egypt, whoſe monuments are yet 
to be ſeen in this city, which are built of beau- 
tiful marble, and the workmanſhip done exqui- 
ſitely fine. About fix furlongs from the clty 
may be ſeen the great Terebinthus, which ttc, 
they tell us, has ſtood there from the creation 
of the world till now. Simon, marching from 
hence, penetrated through all Idumæa, ravi- 
ging not only the cities and towns, bur laying 
all the country waſte: For, beſides his heavy- 
armed ſoldiers, forty thouſand others followe 
him; ſo that there were not neceſſaries foun 
ſufficient to anſwer the demand of fo large! 
multitude. This want, and Simon's cruelty» 
and the reſentment he entertained in his dre 
to his country, made Idumæa feel à greater 
weight of misfortunes at this time, and be 5 
poſed to more terrible depredations. An 1 
we may ſee the woods ſtripp'd of their Ver 5 
and leaves after the locuſts, in like _ 
whereſoever Simon's army paſled throng? 
deſart was left behind ; for what by e 
down ſome places, pulling down others, 5 4 
pling under foot every thing that #promt”.. 
of the earth, or feeding upon it, and! 
over the cultivated ground, made it 1 
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than the very barren ſoil. And, to ſum up all 
in a word, there was not a ſingle mark to be 
found in the havock and deſtruction they made, 
than any thing had before been tilled or culti- 
5 | S 

"Theſe proceedings once more added ſtings 
to the reſentment of the zealots: They durit 
not however openly to oppoſe or give them bat- 
tle; wherefore, having poſted ambuſcades in 
the roads, they took man's wife, and many 
others who waited upon her; and then, as 
though Sen himſelf had fallen into their hands, 
returned triumphant tothe city, every moment 
waiting to ſee Simon throw down his arms, and 
ſuppliantly petition for his wife. — 

But compaſſion was far from lodging in or en- 
tering his mind: On the contrary, an unbridled 
reſentment for his ravaged wite ſeized him ; 


and, on his approaching the walls of Hieroſo- 


Iyma, he let looſe his fury on all he met, like 
wounded beaſts enraged at the eſcape of the 
purſuers. All who ventured to ſet foot with- 
our the gates, either to gather olives, or other 
neceſlaries, he took without diſtinction, un- 
armed and old, put them to exquiſite torments, 
and then, through his unparalleled cruelty, to 
death, to remove the ſuſpicion of feeding his 
barbarity upon the carcaſſes of the dead. But 
theſe ſteps were not all: For, having cut off 


the hands of ſeveral, he ſent them into the 


city to ſtrike a terror into thoſe who were his 


enemies, and to foment a ſedition among the 


people, in oppoſition to thoſe who were the 
occaſion of ene. He gave orders to them to 
ſay, that Simon had ſworn by God, who was 
ſuper ior to all, that, if they did not immedi- 
ately reſtore him his wife, he would break 
through their walls, and puniſh in the very 
fame manner thoſe who were wichin the city, 
without any conſideration to age, or making 
any diſtinction between the innocent and guilty. 
Theſe menaces terrified not only the populace, 
but the zealots themſelves, who ſent him his 
wite ; which cooling ſomewhat the hear of his 
rage, he put aſide the thoughts of executing 
an immediate ſlaughter upon them. | 
Judeæ all this while was not the only ſeat 
of ſedition and civil commotions, but [taly 
too laboured under the ſame ills. Ga fell 
a ſacrifice, by being ſlain in the midſt of the 
Roman forum; and Otho, having been declar'd 
emperor, maintain'd a war againſt Vitellius, 
who likewiſe affected the empire, the legions 
Germany having elected him emperor. The 
battle being tought againſt Valens and Cecinna, 
ofticers of Vetellius, at Bedriacus in Gaul, Otho 
proved ſuperior the firſt day, and Vitellius the 
next; in which a terrible {laughter being made 
of Otho's men, he on the firſt- news thereof 
ew himſelf, after a ſhort reign of three 


months and two days.' After this defcat Otho's 


army went over to Vitellius's generals, and he 
with the army marched down to Rome. Du- 
ring theſe occurrences, Ye/pa/zan, on the fitth 
day of Deſius, moved up from Cæſarea, and 
marched into thoſe places of udæa which were 
not yet ſubdued ; and, upon coming up into 
ne mountains, he took two governments, 
Which were thoſe of Gophnitis and Arcabatena, 


and after them the ſmall cities of Bethel and 
Ephraim; where having put garriſons, he rode 
up to the very gates of Hiero/olyma. Vaſt was 
the ſlaughter of thoſe he took, and a great 
number were made priſoners, - Cerealis in the 
Interim, who was one of his officers, taking 
part .of the horſe and foot, ravaged the Upper 
Idumæa, and at the firſt aſſault took Capher- 
thra, which laid pretence of being a city, and 
burnt it; but the other city, named Caphapa- 
bis, being ſurrounded with walls of exceeding 


ſtrength, obliged him to beſiege it: However, 
the inhabitants in the town, concluding he would 


keep bis army long over them, immediately 
opened their gates, and very ſuppliantly ſur- 
rendered. Cerealis, having thus reduced to his 
obedience theſe places, marched up to Chebron, 
another city of vaſt antiquity. It was ſituated, 
as I have obſerved before, in the mountains, at 
a ſmall diſtance from Hiero/olyma. Having 
broke into it by main force, he put to the 
{word all he found within, without. diſtinction, 
young and old, and laid the city in aſhes. Thus 
every place being reduced, except Herodium, 
d, and Mac hæro, which the robbers 
ſtill held out, the Romans were determined to 
fall upon Hiero/olyma. 

Simon, having regained his wife, marched 
back again into the remaining places of Idu- 
mea, and, committing his depredations every 
where upon the nation, forced great numbers 
to fly, and take refuge in Hiero/ſolyma, which he 
purſued to the very gates of the city; and 
then, after having inveſted the walls with an 
unparalleled cruelty, put to death every ſoul 
he took, as they returned from their labour out 
of the fields. Simon -was a greater terror to 
the people without than the Romans; and the 
zealots {truck thoſe within the city with greater 
apprehenſions than both i and the Romans; 
and amidſt theſe diviſions, the racking ways 
to commit more miſchiefs, which were aſſiſtèd 
with an unſampled boldneſs of the Galileaus, 
became the effectual means of ruining the army. 
For John, owing the greatneſs he was arrived 
at to the help of theſe, did, in return for the 
government he had obtain'd, ſuffer them to act 
juſt as each thought fit or deſired. An inſa- 
tiable thirſt after ſpoil and plunder reigned 
among them; the houſes of the rich were 
ſearched and rifled, and putting men to death, 
and diſhonouring the women, were looked upon 


as trifles: Plunder, and the booty they made, 


were ſwallowed down in blood, and ſhameleſs 
womaneſſes permitted to be done with impu- 
nity; trimming and beautifying the hair, wear- 
ing women's apparel, perfuming, and, to ſet 
themſelves off to better advantage, adorning 
the eyes. But, not ſatisfied with the wearing 
the garb of women, they imitated them in their 
very inclinations and paſſions, and, by giving 
an impetuous looſe to their effeminacy and wan- 
tonneſs, ran into the commiſſion of prohibited 
pleaſures; in the perpetration of which the 
made the city like a common brothel, and pol- 
lated every part of it with their impure actions. 
Nay, working up their faces to the reſemblance 
of women's, they ſtill reſerved their hands for 


{laughter ; and, mak ing thew of a broken gate, 


would 
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would ſuddenly ſpring out and appear the war- 
rior, then drew out their ſwords from their 
fine womaniſh robes, {lay every one they met. 
Thoſe who fled from John happened to fall 
upon Simon, whoſe cruelty and thirſt after 
blood was abundantly the more; and he who 
had efcaped the tyrant within the walls, cer- 
tainly loſt his life by him who waited before the 
ares: -* 
: A ſedition now was raiſed againſt John by 
the army, and all the Idumæans who were in 
it ſeparately conſpired to do ſomething againſt 
the tyrant, being influenced thereto either 
through: envy to his exorbitant power, or ha- 
tred to his inhumanity. An engagement being 
begun, many of the zealots periſhed on the 
ſpot, and the reſt being forced into the royal 
palace, built by Grapre, couſin of [zalas, king 
of Adiabene, the Idumaeans broke in with them, 
and the zealots. being forced thence into the 
temple, they went to rifle John's money ; for 
he not only lived in this palace, but all the 
ſpoils made by his tyrannick adminiſtration 
were repoſited there. Mean while great 


numbers of zealots, whe had been diſperſed 
throughout the city, gathered and fled to thoſe | 


who had taken refuge in the temple; where- 
upon 7ohn made ready to lead them out a- 
gainſt the people and the Idumeans. They, 
as they had more ſtrength, and were better fit- 
ted out to maintain a war, had not ſo much 
reaſon to fear their attacks, as the deſparate 
condition they were reduced to; and, leſt they 
ſhould ſally out in the night-time, out of the 
temple into the city, ſlay them, and ſet fire to 
the city. Jo prevent this, they aſſembled to- 
gether, and, in conjunction with the prieſts, 


conſulted what meaſures they ſhould take for 
their own ſecurity, and to prevent the attacks 


of the zealots. But God, without doubt, cauſed 
their conſultations and reſolutions to turn a- 
gainſt themſelves; and the remedy they had 


thought of for their ſafety, to be attended with 
more diſmal and bitter conſequences than death. 


For, in order to deprive John of his authority, 
they refolved to admit Si into the city, and 


ſuppliantly introduce another tyrant into it. 


Accordingly the determination was aſſented to, 
and Matthias the prieſt ſent to intreat Simon 
to enter, whom tliey had ſo often before ſtood 
in fear of: At the ſame time thoſe Hieroſolh- 
mites, who had tied from the zealots, begg' d 
him on the ſame account, every one being de- 


Book IV. 
ſirous to preſerve their houſes and effects. f. 
mon hereupon arrogantly promiſing he would 
take the government over them, entered the 
city through a pretence of delivering it from 
the zealots; and, upon his introduction, was 
received amidſt the acclamations of the people 
who called him their preſerver and deliverer - 
but, having once got his forces into the town 
he took care of ſuch things as were likely to 
prove ſerviceable in the aggrandizing himſelf 
and railing his authority; and accounted 
thoſe his enemies who had called him in, 25 
well as thoſe againſt whom he was prayed to 
come and fight. - | 

Thus Simon became lord over the Hieroſoh. 
mites 1n the third year of the war, in the month 
Xanthicus. Fohn, and the party of the zealots 
finding themſelves deprived of getting out of 
the temple, having alſo loſt all the effects which 
they had in the city, (for Simon and his army 
Immediately made plunder of them) began to 
deſpair of their lives. Simon, aſſiſted by the 
people, made an attack upon the temple, but 
the zealots being poſted in the porticos, and 
among the battlements, repuls'd their onſet; and 
many of Simon's men were laid dead upon the 
ſpot, and many others carried off wounded ; 
tor the zealors, from the high places they were 
poſted in, had an eaſy opportunity to throw 
down their darts, which they did with an un- 
erring hand. But, notwithſtanding this advan- 
tage, as to place, and the ſuperiority their ſi- 
tuation gave them over their enemies, they rat- 
ſed four very great towers, to ply their arrows 
from on high. Now one of theſe towers was 
built on the eaſt and north angle; another above 
the e hus; the third at another corner, facing 
the lower city; and the fourth above the top 

of the Paſtophorion, where one of the prieſts 
uſually ſtood the evening before eyery enſuing 
ſabbath, and foretold it by ſound of trumpet, 
and again in the evening when it ceaſed; alſo, 
when a feſtival was to be ſolemnized, and waen 
to betake to labour, Theſe ſeveral towers had 
ſcorpion and ſtone engines diſpoſed throughout 
them, and alſo archers and flingers. But Se 
finding this was not ſo eager of making his al- 
ſaults, as he ſaw conſiderable numbers of his 
men decline the attack : However, as he had 
a very numerous army, he made a gallant fe- 
ſiſtance, though the darts thrown out of the 
engines ſlew a great many, who fought at a col. 
ſiderable diſtance. x 


G 


How the Soldiers in Judza and Egypt proclaim Veſpaſian Emperor; and bow Velps 
ſian ſets Joſephus ar Liberty. 


UT Rome, at this ſame time, was invol- 

ved in heavier misfortunes. Vitellius was 
now come out of Germany with his army, ha- 
ving brought beſides, along with him, a pro- 
digious multitude of other forces. Finding 
the ſpace allotted for the ſoldiers not capable 
of containing them, he took 1n all Rome for 


his camp, atid filled every houſe with are 
men. They, on ſeeing the Roman ” 10 
things unaccuſtomed to their ey es, dn "hem 
ſplendor of gold and ſilver darting uber trad 
from every quarter, had much ado £0 r pu 
their deſire of falling on to plunder; _ tber 
ting to the ſword all who ſhould obftru incli- 


. 


affairs were in at this time. 


Vitellius hot, ſubdued every place conti- 
00 


guous to Hiero/olyma, returned to Cæſarea, 
where news was brought him of the comma- 
tions raiſed in Italy, and of Vitelllius's being 
elected emperor. Though he was a perſon 
equally made to be goyerned or to govern, he 
could not, however, - ſtifle his reſentment at 
this procedure, and could not bear to think 
him his maſter who furiouſly had invaded the 
empire in its forlorn and diftreſs*d condition: 
Beſides, his concern ſtung him to the ſoul, and 
the torment he found unable to be born with : 
That when his country was made a prey to 
plunder and devaſtation, he ſhould idle his time 
in proſecuting foreign wars. But as much as 
his reſentment burned towards taking his re- 
venge, ſo much did the thought of the diſtance 
of the places reſtrain him from it: For fortune, 
which was changeable, he conſider'd might, be- 
fore he could poſſibly paſs over into [taly, eſ- 
pecially as it was then winter-time, bring a- 
bour ſeveral new things and alterations ; and 
therefore he endeavoured to ſtifle the reſent- 
ment that was growing within him. 
The officers and ſoldiers aſſembling together 
in their reſpective companies, began now to be 
open in their conſultations about a change. 
The animoſities ran high, and they exclaimed, 
Why ſhould the ſoldiers, appointed to remain 
© at Rome, who revel in delights, and cannot 
© endure to hear the report of war, have the 
© liberty to manage the empire as they think 
fit, and create emperors through hope of ad- 
vantage? While they, worn out with a con- 
© tinued ſeries of hardſhips, and grown old un- 
der their helmets, gratify others with the 
authority, and that at a time when they have 
© one among them worthier of the empire. 
© And when ſhould they ever find a better op- 
© portunity to diſplay a juſter piece of love and 
© loyalty, if they neglected to give a token of 
© that reſpect which was then in their power to 
* do? That Veſpaſian had by ſo much the more 
« jult claim to reign above Vitellius, as them- 
© ſelves were better than thoſe who had de- 
* clared him emperor. That the battles they 
© had fought, were not leſs in number, or in- 
© ferior to thoſe which the Germarick legions 
© had engaged in; nor were they more deſpi- 
* cable in the exerciſe of arms, than thoſe who 
had brought the tyrant out of that country. 
© That there was no occaſion of having recourſe 
to arms; for the ſenate and people of Rome 
* would never prefer the libudinous temper of 
* Vitellias to the continence of Veſpaſſan, nor 
* elect, in the room of a good emperor, a molt 
© Cruel tyrant, or one who was childleſs, to 
: the ſupreme governor of their country. 
That true excellence in thoſe who are at rhe 


helm of affairs, was the greateſt article con- 


ducing to the ſecurity and firm eſtabliſnment 
ot peace. That, therefore, if the empire 

was to be diſtributed to one whoſe experience 
: of age laid claim thereto, Veſpaſian was the 
a perſon who demanded their votes - or if to 
* one whoſe vigorous youth did, then Titus : 
* both whoſe ages they might draw what 
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would be good, and what advantageous to 
them. That they ſhould not only give thoſe 
whom they ſhould declare, an additional 
ſtrength, as having already three legions, and 
the auxiliary forces of the confederate kings; 
but that, alſo, they would bring into their 
alliance all the eaſt, and thoſe places of Eu- 
rope out of the reach of Vitellius That, be- 
ſides, Italy would join their arms; that they 
would be aſſiſted by Veſpaſian's brother and 
his ſon, the latter having a numerous alliance 
of young noblemen, and the other being 
prætor of the city, which would prove of ſig- 
nal ſervice in the acquiſition of the empire. 
In ſhort, that if they deferred the time, it 
was probable the ſenate would declare him 
emperor, whom the army, guardians of the 
empire, had diſhonoured.““ Sf BY 

Much ſuch words as theſe did the ſoldiers 
make among them; and, afterwards, having 
aſſembled together, and animated and exhorted 
one another, they named Veſpaſtan emperor, 
andobegged him to ſave the empire then in its 
ſinking condition. Now tis true that Vepaſian 
had had, frequently before, thoughts of re- 
dreſſing the government; but his thoughts were 
far from thinking of the empire; he ſometimes 
conſidered that the famous actions he had at- 


chieved might juſtly entitle him to be emperor, 


but he conſtantly preferr'd the enjoyment of a 
private condition of liſe to the hazards and. 
dangers of an higher ſphere. On his refuſing 
the offer made him, the tribunes inſiſted more 


ſtrenuouſly, and the ſoldiers ſtanding about 


him with their drawn {words threatened to put 
him to death, it he would not accept the dig- 
nity. Long did he endeavour to refuſe them, 
in order to throw off from his ſhoulders the 
weight and burthen of ſo ponderous a charge 
as that of the empire; but, at length, findin 
all his remonſtrances vain, and that he could 
not perſuade them, he yielded to thoſe who 
had named him emperor. on | 

| Mucianas, and the other tribunes, exhorting 
thus, Veſpaſian to take upon him the admini- 
ſtration of the empire, and the reſt of the arm 
loudly intreating him to put himſelf at their 
head, and lead them againſt their enemies, the 
firſt care he had was to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment of Alexandria, well knowing Ægypt was 
the moſt conſiderable part of the empire, as it 
ſupplied it with corn, (which, could he get into 
his hands by force of arms, or other compul- 
Gve means, he was in hopes to throw Vitellius 
out of his ſeat; the Roman people ſtarving at 
home, being vaſtly. unlikely to bear with him) 
and as he wanted to join the two legions then 
at Alexandria, to the army under him. Beſides, 
he conſidered the country might be a defence 
for him againſt the variableneſs and uncertainty 
of fortune; for 'tis not eaſily acceſſible, and 
the ſea there affords no good harbours: To the 
weſt lies extended the dry deſart of Lybia; 
to the ſouth Syexe, which divides it from - 
thiopia, and the unnavigable cataracts of the 
river Nile; to the eaſt the Red Sea, running 
to the city Coptos; and to the north *tis forti- 
fied by a vaſt tract of land reaching to Syria, 
and by the ſea called the #yyprian' Ocean, 
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would ſuddenly ſpring out and appear the war- 
rior, then drew out their ſwords from their 
fine womaniſh robes, ſlay every one they met. 
Thoſe who fled from John happened to fall 
upon Simon, whoſe cruelty and thirſt after 
blood was abundantly the more; and he who 
had efcaped the tyrant within the walls, cer- 


tainly loſt his life by him who waited before the 


ates. 
: A ſedition now was raiſed againſt John by 
the army, and all the [dumeans who were in 
it ſeparately conſpired to do ſomething againſt 
the tyrant, being influenced thereto either 
through envy to his exorbitant power, or ha- 
tred to his inhumanity. An engagement being 
begun, many of the zealots periſhed on the 


ſpot, and the reſt being forced into the royal 


palace, built by Grapze, couſin of [zalas, king 
of Adiabeue, the Idumeans broke in with them, 
and the zealots being forced thence into the 
temple, they went to rifle John's money; for 
he not only lived in this palace, but all the 
ſpoils made by his tyrannick adminiſtration 
were repoſited there. Mean while grear 
numbers of zealots, whe had been diſperſed 


throughout the city, gathered and fled to thoſe 


who had taken refuge in the temple; where- 
upon John made ready to lead them out a- 
gainſt the people and the Idumæans. They, 
as they had more ſtrength, and were better fit- 
ted out to maintain a war, had not ſo much 
reaſon to fear their attacks, as the deſparate 
condition they were reduced to; and, leſt they 
ſhould ſally out in the night-time, out of the 
temple into the city, ſlay them, and ſet fire to 
the city. To prevent this, they aſſembled to- 
gether, and, in conjunction with the prieſts, 
conſulted what meaſures they ſhould take for 
their own ſecurity, and to prevent the attacks 
of the zealots. But God, without doubt, cauſed 
their conſultations and reſolutions to turn a- 

ainſt themſelves; and the remedy they had 
thought of for their ſafety, to be attended with 
more diſmal and bitter conſequences than death. 
For, in order to deprive 70% of his authority, 


they reſolved to admit Sn into the city, and 


ſuppliantly introduce another tyrant into it. 
Accordingly the determination was aſſented to, 
and Matthias the prieſt ſent to intreat Simon 
to enter, whom tliey had fo often before ſtood 
in fear of: At the ſame time thoſe Hieroſoh- 
mites, who had fied from the zcalots, begg' d 
him on the ſame account, every one being de- 
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ſirous to preſerve their houſes and effects. F. 
mon hereupon arrogantly promiſing he would 
take the government over them, entered the 
city through a pretence of delivering it from 
the zealots ; and, upon his introduction, was 
received amidſt the acclamations of the people 
who called him their preſerver and deliverer: 
but, having once got his forces into the town 
he took care of ſuch things as were likely to 
prove ſerviceable in the aggrandizing himſelf 
and raiſing his authority; and accounted 
thoſe his enemies who had called him in, 25 
well as thoſe againſt whom he was prayed tg 
come and fight. | | 
Thus Simon became lord over the Hieroſoh. 
mites in the third year of the war, in the month 
Xanthicus. Fohn, and the party of the zealotg 
finding themſelves deprived of getting out of 
the temple, having alſo loſt all the effects which 
they had in the city, (for Simon and his army 
immediately made plunder of them) began to 
deſpair of their lives. Simon, aſſiſted by the 
people, made an attack upon the temple, but 
the zealots being poſted in the porticos, and 
among rhe battlements, repuls'd their onſet; and 
many of Simon's men were laid dead upon the 
ſpot, and many others carried off wounded ; 
tor the zealors, from the high places they were 
poſted in, had an eaſy opportunity to throw 
down their darts, which they did with an un- 
erring hand. But, notwithſtanding this advan- 
tage, as to place, and the ſuperiority their ſi- 
tuation gave them over their enemies, they rai- 
ſed tour very great towers, to ply their arrows 
from on high. Now one of theſe towers was 
built on the eaſt and north angle; another above 
the thus; the third at another corner, facing 
the lower city; and the fourth above the top 
of the Paſtophorion, where one of the prieſts 
uſually ſtood the evening before eyery enſuing 
ſabbath, and foretold it by ſound of trumpet, 
and again in the evening when it ceaſed; alſo, 
when a feſtival was to be ſolemnized, and when 
to betake to labour. Theſe ſeveral towers had 
ſcorpion and ſtone engines diſpoſed throughout 
them, and alſo archers and flingers. But 9/19 
finding this was nor ſo eager of making his al- 
ſaults, as he ſaw conſiderable numbers of his 
men decline the attack : However, as he had 
a very numerous army, he made a gallant fe- 
ſiſtance, though the darts thrown our of the 
engines ſlew a great many, who fought at a cf. 


ſiderable diſtance. 


CHAP 1 


How the Soldiers in Judæa and Egypt proclaim Veſpaſian Emperor; and how Velpi 
ſian ſets Joſephus at Liberty. 


UT Rome, at this ſame time, was invol- 

ved in heavicr misfortunes. Vitellius was 
now come out of Germany with his army, ha- 
ving brought beſides, along with him, a pro- 
digious multitude of other forces. Finding 
the ſpace allotted for the ſoldiers not capable 
of containing them, he took in all Rome for 


his camp, and filled every houſe with arms 
men. "They, on ſeeing the A079” 1 te 
things unaccuſtomed to their eyes, © "hem 
ſplendor of gold and ſilver darting abe trad 
from every quarter, had much ado to ! pu- 
their deſire of falling on to plunder; 2 tber 
ting to the ſword all who ſhould obkiru jnc li- 
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Book IV. 


affairs were in at this time. 

Vitellius havin 
guous to Hieroſolyma, returned to Cz/area, 
where news was brought him of the commo- 
tions raiſed in Italy, and of Vitelllius's being 
elected emperor. Though he was a perſon 
equally made to be governed or to govern, he 
could not, however, - ſtifle his reſentment at 
this procedure, and could not bear to think 
him his maſter who furiouſly had invaded the 
empire in its forlorn and diſtreſs'd condition: 
Beſides, his concern ſtung him to the ſoul, and 
the torment he found unable to be born with : 
That when his country was made a prey to 
plunder and devaſtation, he ſhould idle his time 
in proſecuting foreign wars. But as much as 
his reſentment burned towards taking his re- 
venge, ſo much did the thought of the diſtance 
of the places reſtrain him from it: For fortune, 
which was changeable, he conſider'd might, be- 
fore he could poſſibly paſs over into Italy, eſ- 


pecially as it was then winter-time, bring a- 


bout ſeveral new things and alterations; and 
therefore he endeavoured to ſtifle the reſent- 
ment that was growing within him. 

The officers and ſoldiers aſſembling together 


in their reſpective companies, began now to be 


open in their conſultations about a change. 
The animoſities ran high, and they exclaimed, 
Why ſhould the ſoldiers, appointed to remain 
at Rome, who revel in delights, and cannot 
endure to hear the report of war, have the 
liberty to manage the empire as they think 
fir, and create emperors through hope of ad- 
vantage? While they, worn out with a con- 
tinued ſeries of hardſhips, and grown old un- 
der their helmets, gratity others with the 
authority, and that at a time when they have 
one among them worthier of the empire. 
And when ſhould they ever find a better op- 
portunity to diſplay a juſter piece of love and 
loyalty, if they neglected to give a token of 
that reſpect which was then in their power to 
do? That Veſpaſian had by ſo much the more 
juſt claim to reign above Vtellius, as them- 
© ſelves were better than thoſe who had de- 
* clared him emperor. That the battles they 
* had fought, were not leſs in number, or in- 


A 


= © ferior to thoſe which the Germanick legions 


© had engaged in; nor were they more deſpi- 
* cable in the exerciſe of arms, than thoſe who 
had brought the tyrant out of that country. 
© That there was no occaſion of having recourſe 
to arms; for the ſenate and people of Rome 
* would never prefer the libudinous temper of 
* Vitellias to the continence of YVe/pafian, nor 
* elect, in the room of a good emperor, a molt 
: be the ſupreme governor of their country. 
: That true excellence in thoſe who are at the 
a elm of affairs, was the greateſt article con- 
; ducing to the ſecurity and firm eſtabliſhment 
peace. That, therefore, if the empire 
; Was to be diſtributed to one whoſe experience 
; of age laid claim thereto, Veſpaſian was the 
perſon who demanded their votes; or if to 
„ dne whoſe vigorous youth did, then Titus - 
2 both whoſe ages they might draw what 
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inclinations. This was the ſituation the Italian 


ſubdued every place conti- 


cruel tyrant, or one who was childleſs, to 


669 
* would be good, and what advantageous to 
them. That they ſhould not only give thoſe 
whom they ſhould declare, an additional 
ſtrength, as having already three legions, and 
the auxiliary forces of the confederate kings; 
but that, alſo, they would bring into their 
alliance all the eaſt, and thoſe places of Eu- 
rope out of the reach of Vitellius That, be- 
ſides, Italy would join their arms; that the 
would be aſſiſted by Veſpaſianu's brother and 
his ſon, the latter having a numerous alliance 
of young noblemen, and the other being 
prætor of the city, which would prove of ſig- 
nal ſervice in the acquiſition of the empire. 

In ſhort, that if they deferred the time, it 
was probable the ſenate would declare him 
emperor, whom the army, guardians of the 
empire, had diſhonoured.“ 

Much ſuch words as theſe did the ſoldiers 
make among them; and, afterwards, having 
aſſembled together, and animated and exhorted 
one another, they named Veſpaſian emperor, 
and®Segged him to ſave the empire then in its 
ſinking condition. Now tis true that Ve paſian 
had had, frequently before, thoughts of re- 
dreſſing the government; but his thoughts were 
far from thinking of the empire; he ſometimes 
conſidered that the famous actions he had at- 
chieved might juſtly entitle him to be emperor, 
but he conſtantly preferr'd the enjoyment of a 
private condition of liſe to the hazards and. 
dangers of an higher ſphere. On his refuſing 


I KR M G M w W <2 6 


a G @ A · , © 


the offer made him, the tribunes inſiſted more 
ſtrenuouſly, and the ſoldiers ſtanding about 


him with their drawn {words threatened to put 
him to death, it he would not accept the dig- 
nity. Long did he endeavour to refuſe them, 
in order to throw off from his ſhonlders the 
weight and burthen of ſo ponderous a charge 
as that of the empire; but, at length, findin 
all his remonſtrances vain, and that he could 
not perſuade them, he yielded to thoſe who 
had named him emperor. 

Mrucianus, and the other tribunes, exhorting 
thus, Veſpaſian to take upon him the admini- 
ſtration of the empire, and the reſt of the arm 
loudly intreating him to put himſelf at their 
head, and lead them againſt their enemies, the 
firſt care he had was to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment of Alexandria, well knowing A#gypt was 
the moſt conſiderable part of the empire, as it 


_ ſupplied it with corn, (which, could he get into 


his hands by force of arms, or other compul- 
Gve means, he was in hopes to throw Vitellius 
out of his ſeat; the Roman people ſtarving at 
home, being vaſtly unlikely to bear with him) 
and as he wanted to join the two legions then 
at Alexandria, to the army under him. Beſides, 
he conſidered the country might be a defence 
for him againſt the variableneſs and uncertainty 


of fortune; for 'tis not eaſily acceſſible, and 


the ſea there affords no good harbours: To the 
weſt lies extended the dry deſart of Lybia ; 


to the ſouth Syexe, which divides it from Af- 


thiopia, and the unnavigable cataracts of the 
river Mie; to the eaſt the Red Sea, running 
to the city Coptos; and to the north *tis forti- 
fied by a vaſt tract of land reaching to Syria, 
and by the ſea called the A#yyprian' Ocean, 
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which is every where deſtitute of harbours. 
And: thus is A#igypt fortified and bounded. Be- 
tween Peluſium and Syenes it ſtretches in length 
two thouſand furlongs ; and the ſea voyage 
from Plinthine to Peluſium, comprehends two 
thouſand and ſix hundred furlongs. The Nile 
is navigable to the city called Elephantine; but 
beyond the cataracts, which we have ment1onec 
above, there is no further paſſage. The port 
of Alexandria,. even in a ſmooth ſea, is very 
unſafe, and difficult for ſhips to ride in ; for the 
mouth is exceeding narrow, and the rocks lurk- 
ing under the water hinder a direct courſe into 
it. The left part is fortified with arms art- 
fully contrived and built; and on the right 
ſtands the iſland of Pharos, having an exceed- 
ing large tower upon it, which darts a light 
three hundred furlongs to thoſe who coaſt that 
way, that they may anchor, in the night, at a 
convenient diſtance from the port, by reaſon of 
the difficulty of ſailing. There are prodigious 
moles raiſed by art, about this iſland, which 
the ſurges of the ſea daſhing againſt, and bibak- 
ing againſt the bulwarks that oppoſe them, the 
paſſage is thereby rendered more difficult, and 
the ſailing through the narrow mouth often at- 
tended with fatal conſequences. However, the 
inſide of the harbour is the ſafeſt in the world, 
being thirty furlongs broad, into which are 
. conveyed thoſe things which make the country 
happy ; and out of 1t are carried to all parts 
of the univerſe, thoſe products of its own cul- 
ture and natural income, whiich are redundant, 
and it ſtands in no want of. | 
And therefore tis no wonder that Ve/pa/ian 
made it his buſineſs to get this place into his 
hands, in order to confirm the whole empire 
to himſelf: Wherefore, he immediately wrote 
to Tiberius Alexander, who governed Apypt 
and Alexandria, acquainting him in his letter 
with the readineſs of the ſoldiers in creating 
him emperor ; and that being obliged, through 
neceſſity, to undertake the reins of the admi- 
niftration, he had choſen him his aſſiſtent and 
helper in the management thereof, Alexander, 
having peruſed the letter, exacted an oath very 
readily of fidelity to Veſpaſſan, from the le- 
gions and the people. Both ſides chearfully 
rook it, as they knew the virtue of the perſon 
and the many brave exploits he had done in 
their neighbourhood. Veſpaſſan being thus en- 
truſted with the things regarding the empire, 
began to make all neceſſary preparations for 
his move! ow ey of r than could be 
thought of, proclaimed abroad that Veſpaſſan 
J ee emperor in the eaſt; 4 foo 
city ptoclaimed a feſtival on this occaſion, re- 
warded the meſſenger who brought the news, 
with gifts, and offered up facritice for his pre- 
ſervation. The legions in Miſia and Pannonia 


the oath of 


who a little before (on account of 7itellius's 
enormous behaviour) were up in a ſedition, 
confirm'd Veſpaſian's authority by a volunta 

oath, and that with a ſurprizing gladneſs, 


Mean while, Ye/pafian went from Cz/area, and 


came to Berylus, where ſeveral embaſſies our 
of Hria and the other provinces met him, 


bringing from their reſpectives preſents to him 


of crowns and congratulatory decrees. And 
Aucianus came alſo with the news of the rea- 
dineſs and lo alty the people had ſhewn, and 
Faelity they had taken to him. 

When Veſpaſian ſaw fortune favouring his 
wiſhes on every ſide, and that the entire admi- 
niſtration of the empire was almoſt lodged in 
his perſon, he then began to reflect, that ſo 
extenſive an authority devolved upon him not 
without ſome intervening providence of God; 
but too, that ſome reaſon of fate had made 
him the inſtrument of ſwaying the whole world. 
He recalled to his remembrance ſeveral other 
remarkable tokens, (many of which happened, 
foretelling how he ſhould arrive to the empire) 
and what Joſephus had told him, who, during 
the life-time of Nero, durſt call him emperor, 
He was in the utmoſt conſternation imaginable, 
that he had hitherto kept him in priſon; and 
therefore, calling a council of Mucianus, the 
other. tribunes, and his friends, he firſt began 
with a detail of that perſon's bravery, and of 
the many hardſhips and difficulties he had put 
him to, during the ſiege of Fotapat.” Then he 
diſcourſed of his predictions, which he himſelf 
had ſuſpected of having been forged through 
fear, but that time, and the event of things, 
had fully 
Won be reckoned an act of diſponour, that one, 
who had foretold him the empire he was arriv'd 
to, and was the minifter and harbinger of the 
voice of God, ſhould ſtill be accounted a captive, 
and undergo the condition of one conquered. And, 
accordingly, having called Foſephus, he com- 

manded his chains to be taken off, The officers 

being ſpectators of this extraordinary humanity 

to a foreigner, began to entertain uſt reaſons 

of hope of the fine times they themſelves 

ſhould find under him. Titus, who W 

his father, ſaid, It is jut, my father, #0 we 


Joſephus's diſtonour with the ax; % 


ſing to Veſpaſian; n 2: 
uli Mer who ſevered the chain in tue 


Hereupon Fo/ephus 
— — 85 — of an unſullied ch 
and of being one worthy of credit in 
dicting future events. 
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proved them divine: Saying, I, 
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THEN /e/pafan had returned his an- 
ſwer to the ſeveral embaſſies, and aſ- 
ſigned governments to each according to juſtice, 
and as each was eſteem'd worthy, he came to 
Antioch ; and conſidering within himſelf upon 
what meaſures he ſhould firſt proceed, he judg'd 
it more for his intereſt to take care of Rome, 
than go to Alexandria, as he ſaw it firmly uni- 
ted to him, and the Roman affairs in the utmoſt 
diſtraction occaſioned by Vitellius. Where- 
fore, he ſent Mucianus into Italy, at the head 
of a numerous body of horſe and foot forces : 
But it being in the heart of winter, Mucianus 
was afraid of truſting himſelf to the ſea; and 
therefore marched with his army through Cap- 
padocia and Phryygia. Bhs _ 
During this interval, Antonius Primas, who 
governed Mia, took the third legion of thoſe 
forces which were in that province, and haſten'd 
to give Vitellius battle. Vitellius diſpatched 
away Czcinna at the head of a powerful army, 
in order to meet him, putting extraordinary 


Otho's forces. Cæciuna, according to his order, 
marched with great expedition from Rome, 
and found Antonius about Cremona, a town in 
= Gar. This place ſtands upon the frontiers of 
Fah. When Cæcinna had taken a proſpect of 
the numerous army of the enemy, and their 
= fine order, he durſt not hazard an engagement; 
and, thinking it diſhonourable and dangerous 
to draw off, began to think of betraying the 
forces under his command. Accordingly, ſum- 
moning a council of the centurions and tri- 


8 bunes under him, he adviſed them to go oyer 
J to Antonius, by diminiſhing the intereſt of Vi- 
5 tellias, and exaggerating the ſtrength and power 
. of Veſpaſian; and repreſenting, That Vitellius 
* 


d but the empty appellation of emperor, while 
= Veſpaſian was in the real enjoyment of its au- 
bority; and that it was much ſafer for them 
b anticipate the neceſſity they were reduced to by 
bing ſome act of favour, and, when they might 
eeaſonably think of loſing the victory, preventing 
be danger by a voluntary ſurrender. For Veſ- 
baſian conld ea/fely, without their aſſiſtance, join 
hat remain'd to his empire; when Vitellius, 


5 afford him, was not in a condition to preſerve 
% keep what he had already conquered. | 


and fl 


the ſoldiers, that very night, became ſorry for 
hat they had done, and drew apprehenſions 
5 fear thence, leſt he, who had ſent them, 
ould prove ſuperior : Wherefore, drawing 
heir ſwords, they went with a deſign to kill 
%a, and had certainly done fo, if the tri- 
t 3 had not thrown themſelves proſtrate at 

cir feet, and petitioned to the contrary. Up- 


ry { ; 
n this, they refrained from coming to violent 
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confidence in this general, as he had defeated 


onthe other hand, with all the ſuccour they could 


all its gifts, ſer fire 
this ſpecious harangue, he won them over, 
ed over to Antonius with his army; but 


f 


l CHA F. AL -:: 
Vitellius is defeated and lain, and Veſpaſian marches ro Rome. 
tt:urns to Hieroſolymg. | 


Titus, his Son, res 


and bloody meaſures ; but ſome were determi- 
ned to bind the betrayer, and ſend him to 77. 
tellius. Primus, on this news, preſently ani- 
mated his men, and marched at rheir head a- 
ainſt the revolters. The engagement being 
. they made a tolerable reſiſtance for a 
little ſpace; but being ſoon forced out of their 
poſts, they turned back, and fled to Cremona. 
Primus, hereupon, with his cavalry, cut off 
their ways of communication, and, having 
cloſely hemm'd them in on every fide, made a 
great ſlaughter among them before the city; 
then falling upon the reſt, he left his ſoldiers | 
at = liberty to plunder and rifle the city, 
in which ſeveral foreign merchants, and ſeveral 
of the native inhabitants, had the ill fate to 
loſe their lives; nay, all the army of Vitellius, 
conſiſting of thirty thouſand men. Antonius 
loſt on his ſide four thouſand and five hundred 
of his My/fan forces, and ſetting Cæcinna ar 
liberty from his chains, he ſent him to Veſpaſſan 


to carry him the news of the victory; who, on 


his arrival, was not only honourably and hand- 
ſomely received, but YVez/pa/zan covered the ig- 
nominy of his treachery by the unlooked-tor 
honours he heaped upon him. 
Sabinus, after he had received the news of 
Antonius's approach, reſumed courage at Rome, 
and, accordingly, having collected into a body 
the bands of centinels, ſeized on the capitol in 


the night-time. As ſoon as it was day, many 


of the nobility flock'd to him, and among em 
Domitian, his brother's ſon, in whom was pla- 
ced the greateſt hope of victory. However, 


Vitellius was leſs concerned about Primus; his 


rage was againſt thoſe who had revolted with 
Sabinus, and, out of his natural propenſity to 
cruelty, thirſting after the blood of the nobi- 
lity, he threw into the capitol a body of ſol- 


diers headed by him. The engagement be- 


tween 1t and thoſe in poſſeſſion of the capitol 
was warmly and valiantly maintained ; but the 
Germanic“ ſoldiers being ſuperior in number, 
at length became maſters of the hill ; and Do- 
mitian, with many of the nobility, at this time, 
by a divine fate, eſcaped death; but the reſt 
of the multitude periſhed to a man: And Sa- 


binus being carried to Vitellius, loſt his life ; 


and the foldiers, having ſtripped the capitol of 
thereto, Antonius, the 
next day, puſhed into the city with his army, 
and was received by Vitellius: The battle was 


fought in three ſeveral places within the city 
and every ſoul periſhed. 


| This did not ſatisty 
Vitellius, who came drunk out of his palace, 


and exceſſively crammed with the ſpoils of his 
luxurious table. The people dragged him a- 


long amidſt a thouſand opprobrious and igno- 


minious ſcurrilities and abuſes, and coming into 
the heart of the city, there ſlew him, after he 
had reigned eight months and ten days; whom, 


had ; 


oy 
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had fortune ſuffered to have continued longer 
at the helm of the empire, 1 am of opinion, 
all the Roman dominions would not have pro- 
ved ſufficient to have ſatisfied his ynequalled 
luxury and prodigality. Of the. others' who 
loſt their lives on this occaſion, were numbers. 


Iheſe thiugs fell out on the third day of the 


month Apellens. The day after, Mucianus 
entered the city with his army, and having re- 
ſtrained Antonius's ſoldiers from the ſlaughter, 
(who, in ſearching the houſes, put great num- 
bers of the people to the ſword, who ſtood 
for him, through an irreſittible fury that took 
from them the ſenſe of diſtinguiſhing clearly 
whom they flew) and brought out Domitian, 
he recommended him to the people as a fir 
perſon to govern the empire till his father 
arrived. The people, now releaſed trom their 


apprehenſions, proclaimed Ve/pa/jan emperor 


with loud congratulations, and, for his confir- 


mation in the empire, and the removal of Vi- 
tellius, ſolemnized ſeveral days with mirth and 


gladneſs. 1 
When Veſpaſian came to Alexandria, news 
was brought him from Rome of the joyful be- 
haviour of the people there, on his account; 
and ambaſladors, from all parts of the world, 
which was now his own, arrived to congratu- 


late him on his acceſſion to his new dignity ;- ſo 


that that city, which, for bigneſs, vied next 


Vith Rome, was not large enough to contain 


the vaſt number of people aſſembled there at 


this time, The whole Roman empire being 


Book IV. 


now eſtabliſhed, and affairs at Rome preſerved 
beyond expectation from ruin, Veſpaſian turn'q 


his thoughts upon the remaining parts of Jy. 


dza. It was the depth of winter, and yet he 
got ready to go to Rome, with orders for his 


| ſon Titus, as ſqon as matters at Alexandria 


were in a promiſing ſituation, to march to Hie- 
roſolyma, with a choice body of forces, and 
lay ſiege thereto, Accordingly, Veſpaſian took 
his rout to Nicapolis, diftant about twenty fur. 
longs from Alexandria; afterwards, having put 
his men aboard of long veſſels, he ſailed down 
the. Nile by Mandeſius, as far as the town of 
Thumis. Departing thence, he came to Tani, 
and ſtayed the night there; thence he march'q 
and made his ſecond ſtage at the city of Heya. 
cleopolis, and his third at Feliſium Here he 
refreſhed his army two days, and paſſed the 
mouth of Pelu/zum the third; and after he had 
made a day's journey through the deſart, he 
encamped at the temple of Jupiter Caſſius, 
and the day following near Oſtracine. This 
ſtage was deſtitute of water, the inhabitants 
uſing water brought from other places. After 
this, he reſted at Rhinocorura, and proceeding 


' thence he came to Raphia, his fourth ſtage, 


(which is a city of Hria) and departing from 
that place, he encamp'd, the fifth time at 
Gaza, and afterwards at A/calon, and from 
thence he came to Famnia, thence to Joppe, 
and from Foppe to Cz/area, having decreed to 


raiſe another army there. 


1 8 The End of the FOURTH BOOK. 
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Of the Seditions at Hieroſolyma, an a 
| | the 


r Us, as we have obſerved in 
tue foregoing, having marched o- 
] Bat ver that part of the deſart beyond 
N So! Egypt reaching to Syria, came to 
Jo Cæſarea, where he reſolved firſt 
to order his army. While he con- 
tinued in Alexandria, modelling the empire with 
his father, which God had lately beſtowed np- 
on them, it ſo happened, that the ſedition, 
then raging in Hiero/o/yma, ſeparated into three 
factions, and one party violently oppoſed ano- 
ther, which, we may well conclude, was a good 
circumſtance, as the caſe then ſtood ; for no- 
thing better could have fallen out than what 
did at this time. We have faithfully before 
taken notice of the inſupportable authority and 
{way the zealots exerciſed over the . 
who were the real cauſes of the deſtruction of 
the city, the beginning it had, and to what in- 
tolerable miſchief it aroſe. However, a man 
would not impoſe upon himſelf in aſſerting that 
a {edition aroſe in a ſedition, which, like a ra- 
venous beaſt of prey, after it finds its proviſion 
cut off abroad, turns its teeth upon itſelf, and 
feeds upon its own bowels. | is 
Eleazar, the ſon of Simon, who had been 
the firſt, and all along had ſet the zealots 
againſt the people, and been the cauſe of their 
retiring into the temple, pretending to reſent 


1 70 
4 


be daily outrages committed by Fohn on every 
oe, (Who ſtill continued his bloody ways) but 


at the bottom extremely hating to be {lave to 
a tyrant whom he thought far inferior to him- 


{elt, and burning with a deſire to get the au- 
No. 61 . 


4 tha Galamities brought, through them, upon 
City. 


thority into his own hands, and have a parti- 
cular government to himſelf, relinquiſhed the 
other two factions, and aſſociated with him of 
the more euere and men of intereſt, Fudas, 
the ſon of Chelcias, and Simon, the ſon of Ex- 
ron; and with them Ezechias, the ſon of Cho- 
barus, a perſon of conſiderable figure, Each 
of theſe were followed by no ſmall numbers 
of the zealots, and their inner incloſure of the 
temple was ſeized on, where, on the ſacred 
gates, facing the holy of holies, they placed 
their arms. The great ſtore of proviſions they 
had made them reſume courage, (for of ſacri- 
fices, and other ſacred things, there was ſuffi- 
cient plenty, and chiefly to thoſe who had had 
no hand in the late impleties) but the fewneſs 
of their number gave them feers; and, having 
placed their arms there, they kept themſelves 
cloſe within the place. Fohn, by as much as he 
was ſuperior to them in the number of his par- 
tizans, by ſo much was he inferior in reſpect 
of their advantagious poſt; and having an ene- 
my to deal with above his head, all the incur- 
ſions he made were attended with loſs on his 
fide, neither would rage and reſentment ſuffer 
him to be quiet. Though the diſadvantages 
on his ſide, and the hardſhips he was expoſed 
to, were confiderably more than the diſturbance 
he gave Eleazar and his faction; yet theſe 
could not influence him to deſiſt, but frequent 
Excurſions and throwing of darts were made, 
and the temple, in abundance of places, pol- 
luted with ſhedding of blood. 
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In the mean time, Simon, the ſon of Gioras, 
(who had been invited into the city on account 
of the deſperate ſituation affairs were in, and 
whom, through hope of aſſiſtance, the people 
had conſtituted tyrant over them) having the 
higher city in his hand, and a conſiderable 
ſhare of the lower, began now to attack Fob 


and his patty with greater fury, though they. 


had the advantage of the higher ground to 
fight in. *Tis true, on making the attack, be 
was lower, as to ſituation, as John's faction 
was in reſpect to thoſe who had poſted them- 
ſelves in the higher places. This ſituation of 

ohn's, which expoſed him to the tage of two 
enemies at once, who gauled him on both ſides, 
ſo reduced his caſe, that there was no difficulty 
to incommode him; and yet he had room to 
perform as much on his'fide: And if his infe- 
rior poſt, in reſpect to E/eazar and his faction, 
expoſed him to much ſlaughter and bloodſhed 
from that quarter, the advantage he gained 
over mon, in regard of his ſuperior ſituation 


ro him, was no leſs conſiderable. Hence it 


came, that, with little difficulty, he warded off 
the attacks: made upon him from his lower 
enemy, and, by the aid of his engines, very 
much abated the force of the darts poured up- 


on him out of the temple; for he had a pretty 


large number of ſcorpions, catapulta's, and 
balliſta's, wherewith he not only beat back 
thoſe who aſſaulted him, but flew many, as 
they were making facritice, And though the 
fackious crew proceeded to commit all manner 
of impieties, yet thoſe who deſired to make ſa- 
crifice were ſuffered to be admitted, not with- 
out firſt narrowly ſearching the natives, though 
ſtrangers were ſomewhat exempted from the 
ſcrutiny ; who, though at entering they ex- 
horted them from ſuch cruelties, wete, not- 
withſtanding, made ſacrifices themſelves by the 
ſeditious : For, the darts flying with a prodi- 
gious force to the altar, and the very temple, 
thoſe prieſts, who were officiating at the ſacred 
rites, were {lain on the ſpot, and abundance of 
people, who were come thither trom remote 

laces of the world, only on account of the 


celebrated name of the place, and the ſolemn 


character it bore among all nations, were ſlain 
before the victims they were offering, and 
ſprinkled with their blood that altar which all 
the Grecans and Barbarians conſtantly held 
in veneration. Strangers were blended amon 

the ſlain natives, and the prophane were 21554 
among the ſacrificed prieſts, and the blood of 
promiſcuous carcaſſes ſtagnated in the courts of 
the temple. © But, oh! moſt miſerable city 
in the world, what calamities are reſerved 
ſill for thee by the Romans, who will enter 
within thy gates, and purify with fire thy 
inteſtine abominations? Thou art no more 


- 


thee to remain, after thou haſt thus made 
thyſelf a grave for thy own dead, and thy 
temple the ſcene of civil hatred, and the 
ſtage of bloodſhed. Yet, may be, thou 
N mayſt yet be changed for the e pro- 
© vided thou ſhould at any time pacify an en- 
© raged God, who deſtroys thee.* But the 
law of hiſtory forbids giving way to grief, as 
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ol giving a true narrative of facts. 


an abode for God, neither is it determined for 


this is no time for expreſſing one's concern, bur 


to the remaining part of the ſedition, 

The ſedition which thus harraſſed the city 
dividing itſelf into three different faction 
Eleazar and his party, who had the cuſtody of 


the ſacred firft-truits, ruſhed all drunk upon 


John; and they who ſided with him, dragging 


the people along, went againſt Simon, who, 


too, found proviſions in the city to help hin 
againſt the other ſeditions. John being expo. 
ſed to great difficulties on both ſides of hin, 


faced both factions. With the darts he ſhoy. 


ered out of the portico's, he repelled thoſ: 
who endeavoured to come up out of the City 
and, with the aſſiſtance of his engines, warded 
oft the arrows thrown out of the temple, {4 
often as he obtained a relaxation from hi; 


higher enemy (for drunkenneſs and laſſitude 


obliged them to deſiſt often,) fo often did he, 
in conjunction with his party, with the greater 


| boldneſs fall upon $1494, Now every time, 


as far as he forced them into the city, ſo fa 
{et he fire to thoſe houſes that were ſtored with 
corn and other neceſſarics; which example yas 
exactly followed by mon, at ſuch time az 
John returned; as if they had purpoſely te- 
ſolved to deſtroy every thing for the Romans, 
which the city had prepared aud laid up for 
the maintenance of the ſiege, and had conſpir'd 
ro cut the very nerves of their ſtrength, By 
this means, every thing about the temple was 
laid waſte with fire, and the intermedial ſpace 
of the city rendered a deſolate place, and con- 
venient for drawing up an army in: Nay, all 
the corn, except a very little, was deſtroyed 
in the flames, which might have ſerved the be- 
ſieged ſeveral years. Thus they expoſed them- 
ſelves to the miſerable ravage of a famine; 
which it had been impoſſible to have ſuffered, 
had they not before- hand been themſelves the 
ſole inſtruments in bringing it upon them. 
The city being thus every where involved 
in the melancholy ravages of the ſeditious, and 
the pretended auxiliaries, the people, between 
both, was, like a great body, miſerably torn 
aſunder. The old men and women, in a de- 
plorable condition amidſt theſe inteſtine cala- 
mities, prayed ſecretly for the Romans, and 
cagerly withed for a foreign war, to deliver 
them from the domeſtic ills that cruelly bote 
them down. The natives were reduced to 1 
melancholy conſternation and fear, no time be- 
ing allowed of, or conſulting either to change 
their ſentiments, or make a peace, or proce 
theireſcape. Thoſe who defired any of thele 


were quite out of hopes to bring them to pas: 


for ſtrict guards were kept in every * 
and the chiefs of the plunderers pur thoſe! 

death whoſe opinions ſquared not with on oo 
as their common enemies, which {everiry 7 

alſo inflicted on thoſe who favoured 7 
mans, or were ſuſpected of going over 22 5 
Nay, theſe iohuman men agreed ſolely in a: 
to put thoſe to death who bell deſerved 0 
ſerve their lives. Perpetual was the Ms: 
and night of the aſſailants; but more u. 
choly the wailings . of thoſe w 
The many calamities.xhey were ex 


So I return 
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gave innumerable and conſtant cauſes of grief, 


a vaſt conſternation of mind, reſtrained. Thro' 
fear, they were forced to ſtifle their ſorrows ; 
but the abundance of their fighs, which puſhed 
through their lips, racked them extremely. 
Relations had no manner of reſpeCt or reve- 
rence ſhewn them, and the dead were diſown'd, 
and the ſolemn rite of interment deprived em. 
The cauſe of both theſe was, that every one 
deſpaired of themſelves : They who did not 
fide with the ſedition, put a ſtop to their de- 
ſires, as they imagined themſelves every mo- 
ment going to die, and that by all manuer of 
torments. 

But the ſeditious, trampling the dead bodies 
under foot, which lay in heaps, fought againſt 
one another ; and the miferable meaſures of 
their countrymen which they trod upon, threw 
them to deſpair, and made them rage more fu- 
riouſy. The conſtant hatred they bore one 
another, the perpetual ſchemes they were in- 
venting for one another's deſtruction, and rhe 
barbarouſly putting in execution every thing as 
came into their rhoughts, and beſt pleaſed *em, 
threw *em upon all manner of injuries and cru- 
elties: Nay, John had the open affurance to 
turn the ſacred ſtore, and other preparations, 
into warlike inſtruments for his own uſe ; for 
the people and the prieſts taking it into conſi- 
deration to carry up the temple, ſome time be- 
fore, twenty cubits higher, king Agrippa, at 
a vaſt expence and labour, hired perſons to 
fetch, from mount Libanus, a ſufficient quan- 
W tity of marter to perform it, which cgnlifted 
ot very ſtately and large trees. But the in- 
tervention of the war putting a ſtop to the de- 
W ſign, John, having hewn them to his own uſe, 
erected towers out of them, finding they were 
= of a fit length, againſt thoſe who aſſaulted him 
from above out of the temple : And having 
brought them to the places he deſigned to put 
them in, he placed them behind the encloſure, 
and to the weſt againſt the Exodra, which was 
W whe only place he could put them in as rhe 


* 


Y T' TUSs march into the enemy's country 
woas preceded by all the royal and other 
W auxiliaries, after whom, rener; the pioneers 
and encampers, then the officers baggage, and 
after this a body of men at arms, its convoy, 
chen marched Titus at the head of another 
choice company of men at arms and ſpearmen, 
YH brought up in the rear by the horſemen and 
Y legionary ſoldiers. I heſe went before the en- 
Sies, and after them came up the tribunes 
43 o_ elected companies, and the przfe&s with 
Y 1 Next appeared t he ſtandards 
4 8 al and the trumpeters before them, 
I» on 4 Phalanx, conſiſting of ſeveral ranks of 
3 e ſervants a Pigs to the le- 
ons followed behind theſe, ringirg up the 
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but ejaculation, and extremity of woe, was, thro. 
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| In what Manner Titus marched to Hieroſolyma, and the Danger he expoſed him- 
1 ſelf to in taking a View of the City where he encamped. | 
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other places, for 'a conſiderable diſtance, 
mounted up by ſteps. bl * 
. John, having impiouſly thus prepared him 
engines, was in hopes to defeat' the meaſures - 
of his enemies: But God ſhewed him the in- 
ſignificancy and vanity of his deſign, by bring- 
ing the Romans upon him before a foul had 
{er foot within the towers; for Titus marched . 
from Cæſarea the moment he had collected to- 
gether part of his forces, and diſpatched away 
others to meet him at Hieroſolyma. There 
were the three legions, who, before, under his 
father, had waſted Fudea, and the twelith, 
which had received that fatal blow under C/ 
tins, being, in other roſpects, a body of brave 
and gallant men, and reſolutely bent now to 
revenge their diſhonour which the remembrance 
of their ſufferings animated them to. He gave 
orders for the fifth Roman legion to march 
through Ammao, and meet him, and for the 
tenth to paſs through Hiericho, while himſelf, 
with the reſt of his army, took another rout, 
accompanied with conſiderable reinforcements 
of auxiliaries which ſeveral kings had ſent 
him, and a large namber of Syrian troops. 
The four legions were ſupplied each with a 
complement of men, which Veſpaſian ſelected 
out of thoſe forces which marched with 7Zitus 
to Hieroſolyma, and were ſent into [taly under 
the command of Micianus; for two thouſand 


were choſen out of the army at Alexandria, 
and three thouſand others accompanied him, 


who were drawn out of the guards ar the 
Euphrates. Beſides, Tiberius Alexander made 
one of the company, an experienced friend, 
both for his loyalty and prudence, who had 
been governor of Egyps before, but now was 
eſteemed a proper perſon to command an army, 
as he had been the firſt to receive the new em- 
peror, and go over to him, when the ſtate of 
his affairs were in great uncertainty. For 
which Tiberius, and in regard of his age and 


experience, was always adviſed with the firſt 
in all military matters. 


II. 


ſoldiers baggage, and the mercenaries brought 
up the rear, being convoyed by officers ſet o- 
ver them. Titus, as the Roman cuſtom IS, 
marched with his army in this regular manner 
through the country of Samaria, to Gophna, 
which his father had before won, and was now 
fortified with ſtrong garriſons; where, ſtaying 
one night, he departed thence in the morning, 
and, after a day's journey, encamped in a place 
called, in the Jewiſh language, the valley 6 

thorns, at a certain village named Gavath/au!, 
(which is as much as to fay the mount of Saul) 
about thirty furlongs diſtant from Hiero/olyma - 
From this place, having took about ſix hundred 
horſe, he went to take a view of the City, ex- 


plore its ſtrength, and the reſolution of the 
Jes; 
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es, in order to know, whether the ſight of 


im, without having recourſe to arms, would 
not terrify and make them ſurrender. Having 
heard, as in truth he had, that the people, har- 
raſſed out with the ſeditious and the robbers, 
were deſirous of peace, and kept themſelves 
quiet, becauſe they were too weak to make 
any reſiſtance againſt them. 1 

. So long as Titus rode down the deſcent lead- 
ing to the wall, not a ſoul appeared before 
the gates; but, on going out of the way, and 
bending aſide with a company of horſe near 
the tower of Pſep bina, a vaſt number immedi- 


ately ſallied out at the gate over- againſt Helen's. 


monument, by the woe n' towers, and beat 
back the horſe, and, puſhing hard upon thoſe 
who taced them, hinder'd ſome, who were yet 
in the way, from joining thoſe they had broke, 
while Titus was forced to ſeparate, with a 
ſmall party of his men. There was no going 
further for him; for every place was fenced in 
with the ditch and garden ground, ſeveral gar- 


dens and pales running athwart, and hindering. 


his paſſage: And, to get back to his troops, he 

ſaw it impoſſible: for the numbers of the ene- 
my that ſtood in his way, the major part of 
whom, knowing nothing of the danger the em- 
peror was expoſed to, but coneluding he was 
got back with his men, took to their heels and 
fled. But when 7!tus found that the only way 
left to preſerve his life remained in his own 
courage, he turned his horſe about, and, cal- 
ling aloud to thoſe about him to follow his ex- 
ample, ruſhed into the midſt of his enemies, 
and, by main force, broke thro* to his army, 
From hence, there is all the reaſon imaginable 
to judge, that God has a particular care over 
the chance of war, and the hazards of princes; 
for, notwithſtanding the number of darts 
thrown at Titus, when he had neither ſhield, 
or breaſt-plate (for, as I ſaid above) he came 
not in quality of a warrior, but of a ſpy, he 
received not a wound, or the ſmalleſt hurt, up- 
on his body, but every thing, as if on pur- 


poſe, flew whizzing over him. But as the e- 


nemy endeavoured to come up with him, he 
conſtantly repulſed them with his ſword, and 
drove numbers before him, forced his horſe 
over thoſe who fell proſtrate before him. This 
ſignal bravery of Cz/ar, made them ſhout a- 
loud; and they exhorted one another to fall 
upon him, but whereſoever he directed his 
courſe, every one fled and departed. Thoſe 
who partook of the danger with him, being ex- 
Hole to the enemy's darts both in rear and 

ank, cloſed with him; for every one had but 
one way to fave themſelves, which was, to 
open a paſſage to Zit, before he was hemm' d 
in. TWO who were at the greateſt diſtance 
from Titus, were ſlain, the one with his horſe 
being ſurrounded and buried with the arrows 
thrown at him, the other on diſmounting lo- 
ſing his life and his horſe, which the Fews car- 
ried off. Titus, however, got ſafe to his camp 
with the reſt, This ſmall advantage gained 
upon the firſt onſer, raiſed the Jews minds with 
inconſiderate hopes, and this momentary fa- 
vour of fortune animated them with great cou. 
rage afterwards, 


FLravivus Jostenus 


what made them expoſe themſelves to ſuch out- 


from our ſedition, will gain this advantage, 1 


; 
was, becauſe fortune had deigned to 1 4 
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Ceſar, being joined in the night by the le. 
gion out of Ammao, mov*d the next day thence 
to a place which is called Scopus, from whence 
is a very fair proſpect of the city, and the fine 
and large appearance of the temple, where the 
plain, which adjoins to the north ſide of the 
city, is appoſitely ealled Scopns. He being 
at ſeven furlongs diſtance from the city, com. 
manded two legions to pitch their tents together 
and the third three furlongs behind him; for 
his ſoldiers being tatigued with marching in the 
night, he conſidered they very well deſeryeg 
to be covered, to make them go on with their 
wall with the leſs fear. The work, a while 
after, being begun, the tenth legion, which 
had taken its rout through Hiericho, arrived 
when part of the ſoldiers were ſet to guard the 
avenues of the place, which Veſpaſian had be- 
fore ſeized on. Theſe had orders, about fx 
furlongs diſtant from Hieroſolyma, to encamp 
on the mount of olives, facing the city, where 
a profound and deep valley, called Cedron, lay 
between. %%%%ö; ö 

But now was the firſt time of awaking the 
minds of the ſeditious ; who preſently laid 
down their animoſities at the ſudden appearance 
and vaſt number of foreign troops; they look- 
ed with aſtoniſhment upon the Romans, en- 
camping themſelves in three different places; 
and the fight awaked them to enter into an ill- 
timed reconciliation: They ſpoke one to ano. 
ther, and asked what 1t was they ſought after, 


rages, and ſhut themſelves up within three 
walls, and what influenced them, while their 
enemies erected batteries againſt them, like ſo 
many little cities, to ſit idle ſpectators of theit 
commendable and advantageous works pent up 
in walls with dejeQed hands and arms. Upon 
which ſome anſwer'd aloud, Againſt us nothing 
ſhall prevail if we be valiant ; for the Romans, 


win the city without bloodfbed. And, having f 
ſaid, they met together, and endeayoured t0 
animate one another. Suddenly, they ſnatch'd 
up their arms, and allied out upon the tent 
legion, and then, making an irruption through 
the valley, fell upon the Romans, who war 
ſet to guard the camp. The major patt 0 
thoſe who had been diſtributed about to fiuilt 
the intended works, having, on that accolin 
thrown aſide their arms (for they did not In- 
gine the Fews would have had courage to {allf 
out, and, had they been never fo minded to 
that their ſeditious temper would have diſttat 
ed them,) were put into an unexpected di 
order, and ſome abandoning the works, 197” 
diately withdrew, while many others, bale 
ing to their arms, before they had time te yo 
themſelves about and face their enemies, 
ſhot to death. The Jews were conſtanti 9% 
mented by freſh reinforcements, occalionen | 
the flight advantage the firſt had oy 
which animated them wich courage; and! 

number, both to themſelves and the Ku! 
appeared more conſiderable tha 


"vorrably upon them. For theſe, f gcc 


jo 


Ways been accuſtomed to diſcipline all 


- 
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and to whom the arts of war were well known, 
and by whom regularity and an exact obſerva- 
tion of the word of command were followed, 
were now ſeized with a ſtrange confuſion and 
panick : For this ſudden appearance of the e- 
nemies obliged the Romans to give way to 
their attacks: But the moment they faced a- 
bout, the Jets were repulſed from proceeding 
any further, and many unwatily wounded, thro 
the violence of their attacks. But the ſalliers 
perpetually increaſing in their number, pu. the 
Romans into ſuch contuſion at laſt, that they 
were drove out of their camp, and a thouſand 
to one then bur the whole tenth legion had been 
expoſed to irretrievable danger, had not Titus, 
on the news of the bad ſituation they were in, 
maturely come up to their aſſiſtance; and, after 
a ſharp reprimand of their inaction, recalled his 
men from their flight: After which, he made a 
gallant puſh with a choice body ol his forces, 
on the Jews that oppoſed him, many of whom 
he flew upon the ſpot, wounded a greater num- 
ber, forced all of them to take to their heels, 
and drove them precipitately into the valleys. 
The ſteepneſs of the place expoling them to 
great diſadvantage, by which they received no 
inconliderable damage, they yet had che cou- 
rage to face about again, after they were got 
to the other ſide, to fight the Romans, though 
the brook ran between. In this poſture they 
continued the engagement rill noon ; bur Titus 
ſoon after mid-day, after he had poſted thoſe 
who came with him to ſuccour the other ſol- 
diers in diſtreſs, and ſome other parties of the 
cohorts, ſent the other legion to the higher 
places of the mountain, in order to ſecure the 
valley. 

The Jews took this for a retreat ; and a ſpy, 
whom they had poſted upon the wall, having 
given them a ſignal of the ſame, by ſhaking his 
garment, a very numerous and freſh multitude 
{allied out immediately, who, in their precipi- 
tation, equalled the moſt ſavage beaſts: For 
none of the enemy were able to withſtand 
W their fierce attacks ; but, as though they had 
drove down all before them with the force of 
wartial engines, the Roman ranks were put in- 
do the greateſt diſorder and confuſion, forced 
do turn to their heels, and ſeek ſhelter in the 
mountain. Titus was left with a few in the 
very middle of the aſcent ; whereupon, ſome 
ot his friends, wbo, through a regard to his 
high ſtation, and a diſdain of danger, expoſtu- 
lated freely with him, and adviſed him, 70 give 

= ay to the Jews, who were reſolutely bent upon 
W 4eath, nor thus expoſe himſelf to danger for their 
BS /2kes whom it became, for him, to ſuſtain the 
wen's ſhock, but rather that he would have 
ne confederation for his life and the rank he 
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bore, and not, while he, who was beth the gene- 
ral of the war, and the Lord of the word, per- 


formed the duties of the campaign, ſuffer him- 


ſelf to land his greund in ſo precipitate a flight 
of men, in wkcm was repoſed the fortune of all. 
But he ſeemed to give no manner of ear to 
this remonſtrance, and abſolutely rejected all 
that was adviſed by them; nay, he ſmote 'em, 
as they forcibly endeavoured to reſtrain him, 
in their faces and ſlew ſome upon the ſport ; 
then ruſhing into the midſt of the crowds, vio- 
lently forced the multitude down the ſteepy 
hill. Notwithſtanding the contuſion this ex- 
traordinary preſence ot mind, which T:tys on 
this occaſion diſcover'd, threw the Fews into, 
they never offered to retreat back into the ci- 
ty, but dividing from him on either ſide, puſh'd 
hard upon thoſe who endeavoured to get up 
the hill. Ziivs prefently flanked them, and 
hindred them from proceeding in their career. 
While things were thus managed, thoſe who 
wete ſet to guard the camp above, when they 
ſaw the ſoldiers beneath them give ground and 
fly, were ſeized with a terrible diforder and 
pannick, and the legion diſperſed, ſuppoſing 
there was no poſſibility to withitand the turi- 
ous attacks of the Jews, and that Titys him- 
ſelf was fled : For 1t he had kept his ground, 
the others. would not have taken to their heels. 
All being thus ſeized with terrible apprehen- 
ſions, they hurried to and fro in the greateſt 
diſorder and confuſion, till ſome, who eſpied 
the emperor fighting in the midſt of his ene- 
mies, and fearing he ſhould be expoſed to 
danger, ſhouted aloud, and ſo gave a ſignal to 
the legion of the precarious ſituation he was 
in. Shame and confuſion inſtantly recalled 
them, and taxing themſelves with ſomething of 
more than flying, that they had deſerted their 
emperor, they ruſhed upon the Jews with all 
their might, and forced them, when they found 
them once give ground, down the ſides of the 
hill into the valley. Notwithſtanding, they 
took heart, faced about, and ſtill maintained 
the engagement; but the Romans having the 
advantage over them in reſpect of their higher 
poſt, puſhed every ſoul of them into the val- 
ley. Titus, all the while, made a brisk de- 
tence againſt thoſe who attacked him, and ſent 
the legion to ſecure the valley; and with the 
forces he had before confided in, drove the e- 
nemy before him. So that, if 1 may be allowed 
to ſpeak the truth, neither adding any thing 
through flattery, or diminiſhing any thing 
through envy, it muſt be confeſſed thar Ceſar 
was the fole cauſe of twice ſnatching a whole 
legion out of danger, and bringing it about at 


laſt as to make them return in ſafety to their 
camp. 
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How the Sedition was rekindled at Hieroſolyma. How the Jews afterwards laid | 
againſt the Romans. The Menaces Titus uſed againſt his Forces for 


7 
their Temerity. 


HE foreign war taking a little reſpite of 
caſe, domeſtic feuds broke out again. 
he feaſt of Azymuth approaching, which falls 
out on the nth day of the month XAanthicus, 
when, *tis ſaid, the Fews were firft delivered 
from the Mygyptian captivity, Eleazar and his 
party opened the gates, and admitted all the 
people within who had a mind to be preſent 
at the ſolemnity. John, who reſolved to turn 
the feſtival to the advantage of himſelf and his 
ſchemes, ſupplied ſome of his faction, who 
were greater ſtrangers to his deſigns, and, for 
the major part, unpurified, with hidden arms, 
and ſent them, in company with others, with a 
deſign to ſeize upon the temple. They, when 
they were got within, threw off their garments 
immediately, and ſhewed themſelves in their 
armour ; upon which there aroſe preſently a 
great buſtle and tumult about the temple, the 
people, who were ſtrangers to the ſedition, 
concluding the ſcheme was deſigned to be put 
in execution indifferently againſt all, while the 
zealots ſuſpected nothing lefs than that the at- 
tack was to be levelled ſolely upon them. 
Theſe latter leaving the gates to detend them- 
ſelves, after they had jumped down from the 
battlements of the temple, without ſo much 
as coming to an engagement, ſought ſhelter in 
the common-ſewers belonging to the temple, 
while the people, in the utmoſt trembling at 
the ſight of the arms, were knocked on the 
head with ſtaves and ſwords, and trod to death 
in heaps about the temple. Many, who had 
lived a quiet and ſedate lite, through ſome 
pretence or other of enmity or of private ha- 
tred, were, as though they had eſpouſed the 
different faction, {lain on the ſpot by their e- 
nemies; nay, whoſoever was taken, who had 
been a former traitor, and came to be known 
as ſuch, was, as if he had been a zealot, drag- 
ged to his deſtruction. Yer thoſe who thus ex- 
erciſed their barbarity by all manner of ways 
upon the innocent, granted indulgence to the 
guilty, and let thoſe, who had crept into the 
ſewers, quietly depart. After they had ſeized 
upon the inner apartments of the remple, and 
all the furniture in them, they then had the 
boldneſs to make head againſt Simon. Thus 
that ſedition, which before was divided into 
three parts, was reduced now to two. 

Titus, having a mind to move his camp from 
Scopos, and pitch it nearer to the city, poſted 
there as many horſe and foot, as, in his opi- 
nion, he judged ſufficient to withſtand the ex- 
curſions of the enemy; and gave orders for 

the reſt of his army to level all the ground to 
the very walls and the ditch. In conſequence 
of theſe commands, all the ſtakes and pales, 
which fenced in the gardens and arbours of the 
inhabitants, were pulled down, and all the 
trees any where growing in the way, were cut 
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down; by which all the hollow and uneven 
places were filled up. And thus they levelled 
all the ground, from Scopos to Herod”s monu- 
ment, near the fiſh-pond called 2% fþjb-pry7 
of ſerpents. 
On thoſe 
were on foot, the Fews pur the followin 
{ſcheme in execution againſt the Romanus The 
bolder among the ſeditious went out of the city 
to the towers called the worzen's towers, pre- 
tending they had been forced out by thoſe 
who wanted peace ; and, under a pretext of 
fearing the incurſion of the Romans, ſtood to- 
gether before the walls, and ſeemed to haye 
terrible apprehenſions one of another. Some 
had contrived it ſo, as to plant themſelves up 
and down the walls, under ſhew of being part 
of the vulgar, calling out for peace, and pto- 
miſing the Romans to open their gates to them, 
And having thus called aloud, they threw 
ſtones upon their own partizans, as if they en- 
deavoured to drive them away from the gates. 
1 hey pretended a feeming willingneſs to break 
open a paſlage forcibly, and to ſupplicate thoſe 
within the city ; and every time they endea- 
voured to go to the Rumans, ſo often did they 
return back, like ſo many men terrified to the 
laſt extremity... The Roman ſoldiers did not 
want to be made to give faith to this piece of 
artifice of the eus; for now concluding they 
had them almoſt in their hands to be revenged 
upon them, and hoping they would do no lels 
than open rhe gates of the city to them, they 
went to put the affair in execution. Titus was 
not, however, to be impoſed upon; for he 
could not help ſuſpecting the invitation which 
was ſo ſudden and unexpected: For having 
the day before, by the mediation of Fo/epb15, 
invited them to an agreement, and receiv'd but 
an ungenerous and rough anſwer to his demand, 
he ordered his men to remain where they wes. 
But ſome, notwithſtanding this, took up ther 
arms, and ran to the gates. Upon which, they 
who had been thought to have been forced ol 
of the city, made a pretence, at firſt, to gra 
back; but as ſoon as they had got them er 
the turrets of the gates, they preſent ij wy 
out, ſurrounded, and puſhed hard upon | 1 
rear. Thoſe who were poſted upon . 
red all matmer of ſtones and darts . 
poured all manner n 
them; ſo that many were lan, and à 5 


, tet 
number wounded: Nor was it an eaſy ma 


a 
to ſave a man's ſelf by flight direct iy owe 
wall, when the Romans were terribly A the 
by the Jews in their rear; and, binge nd 
ſhame in committing this inconſiderate — # 
the fear of their officers, perſuaded t and 
continue in the bad ſituation they were» 9 


ev ot. 
which they had ſhewn themſelves _ 


Wherefore, after à long ſtruggle, ©, 
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days, in which theſe tranſactions 
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| who was $plomon's father, and the 


they received innumerable wounds from the 
Tews, to whom they gave as many, and as ill, 
they repulſed, at laſt, thoſe who had furround- 
ed them. And the Fews purſued them, in 
their retreat, with their darts, as far as the mo- 
nument of Helen. | : 
The Fews, after this, puffed up with their 
good fortune, unhandſomely reproached the 
Romans with having gulled and deceived them, 
toſſed up their ſhields, and made loud accla- 
mations. This was a procedure which enra- 
ged thecenturions and T:tus himſelf, who broke 
out into the following ſpeech: © 'The Fews who 
© are led by deſpair, acted nothing but agree- 
ably to foreſight, juſt obſervation, and a clear 
diſcernment; they lay ſchemes and ſtrata- 


cipline, and ſtrict obſervance to the com- 
mands of their officers, tortune too hath al- 
ways favoured, now fail by running into the 
contrary meaſures, and deſtroy themſelves by 
the intemperance of their own hands, and, 
what is the ſhamefulleſt thing of all, fighting 
with no officer at their hand, when Cz/ar 
himſelf was preſent. Certainly, the laws of 
war will groan, and the concern of my father 
will be inexpreſſible when he comes to hear 
the news of this diſaſter : For he, grown old 
in the many campaigns and battles he has 
fought, never ſhewed himſelf guilty of ſuch 
a miſtake: And the laws of arms enact, that 
they ſuffer death who act contrary to what 
che military conſtitution provides But 
now 1s an inſtance given them of ſeeing 
the whole army guilty of deferting their 
ranks; and thoſe who have preſumed on ſuch 
a piece of boldneſs and aflurance are to know, 
that to fight without previous orders of the 
general, nay, to prove victorious, is ing lo- 


himſelf thus, in an angry manner, to the offi- 
cers of his army, it was plain, he had inten- 
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gems, and fortune favours their treachery : 
But the Romans, whom, for their exact diſ- 


rious and diſhonourable.* Having delivered 


tions of puniſhing every ſoul as the law of 
arms required. A terrible dejection, hereup- 
on, ſeized them, as if they had been going to 
be pur to death, and that juſtly; but the legions 
gathering about Titus, begged him, in behalf 
of their fellow ſoldiers, ro put the obedience 
of the greateſt part, by tar, of his men, in bal- 
lance to the raſhneſs of a few, and pardon 
them who would ſtrive to amend the preſent 
fault they had committed, by their future va- 
lour. 

Cz/ar was induced to pardon them both for 
the ſake of the interceſſion they had made for 
them, and the advantage he found it would do 
his own cauſe : For he conſidered one man's 
taulr might really be puniſhed with death, bur 
words were enough for a multitude, And af- 
ter he had given them ſeveral admonirions to 
behave more circumſpectly for the time to 
come, he made up the breach with his ſoldiers. 


In the mean time, he conſulted means how to 
be revenged upon the Few treachery. All 


the ground and valley reaching to the walls be- 
ing made plain in tour days, in order to bring 
his baggage, and the reſt of his forces, in ſafety, 
he ſtretched, from the north to the ſouth, in a 
direct line againſt the wall, the ſtonteſt of his 
ſoldiers ſeven men deep, placing his intantry 


before, and, behind them, his horſe, three 


men deep; and, in the middle, between both, 
his archers, ſeven men deep: By which cloſe 
poſition of his men, having effectually hindered 
the Fews from doing any execution by their 
excurſions, he paſſed in tatety the baggage of 
the three legions, and the reſt of his forces. 
Titus being at two furiongs diſtance from the 
walls, pitched his camp near that corner of the 


wall, oppoſite to the tower of P/ephina, which 


ſtretching ſouthward, bends farther to the weſt. 
The reſt of his army encamped near the tower 
called Hipp:cos, alſo diſtant about two furlongs 


from the city. But the tenth legion kept in 


the ſame, on the mount of oliyes, 


G 
A Deſcription of Hieroſolyma. 


TH E city was ſtrongly defended with a 
triple wall, except where impervious val- 
lies ſurrounded it (for there it had only a ſin- 
gle wall.) It ſtood and was built upon two 
hills, whoſe fronts faced one another, being 
divided by the valley that lay between, and 
having a great number of houſes built thick to- 
gether on either fide. One of theſe hills, on 
Which ſtands the higher city, is abundantly the 
higher, and ſtrer ches farther in a direct length; 
o that its ſtrong ſituation made king David, 

; Pl who 
built the temple, call it a caſtle, but we ſtile 


ir the upper market- place. The other city is 
called Acra, and ſu 


i, being pretty much deſcending on boch ſides. 


pports the lower city upon 


There was a third hill over- againſt this, natu- 


ally lower than Acra, and, in times paſt, ſe- 


parated by another. 


0 N 15 4 
9 cep valley; but after 


days wherein the Aſamomeans 


held the chief adminiſtration, was filled up 


with earth and other rubbliſh thrown into it, in 


order to join the city to the temple. And the 
height of Acra at this time was lowered, to 
have ihe temple look over it. The valley 
which is called Zyropæon, where, as we have 
obſerved above, the hill of the higher City, 
and the hill of the lower city ſeparate trom 


one another, reaches as far as H. For fo 


we call a fountain whoſe water is ſweet and 


plentiful. The two hills without are ſurround- 


ed with very deep vallies, and the precipices 
about them make every place in them in- 
acceſſible. | 

The firſt, and that which was oldeſt of the 
three walls, was inexpugnable, not only on ac- 
count of the vallies that ſurrounded it, and the 
hill looking over whereon it was built, but 
alſo, of the natural ſtrength of the place, aud 
the many fortifications David, Solomon, and 


ſuc- 
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ſucceeding kings made chereto, at vaſt expence 
and labour. For beginning from the north part 
of the city, from the rower which is called 
Hippicos, it ſtretches along to the Xy/thus, fo 
called, and then, joining.to the Curia, termi- 
nates at the weſt portico of the temple. From 
another part ir begins weſtward from the ſame 
place, ſtretching through that which is named 
Bethe, to the gate of rhe Eſſen, and then run- 
ning northward to the iountain of 7/04, it 
bends again thence, and turns eaſt ward, to So- 
lomon's liſn-pond, and to the place called Oph- 
Ins, where it joins to the eaſtzrn portico of the 
temple. The ſecond wall took its beginning 
from the gate called &en4-th, which was the 
cate of the firſt wall, and raking 1n all rhe 

round northward, reaches to Antonia, The 


third wall commenced irom the tower of Hip- 


P:cos, whence extending itfelt northward as 


far as the rower of P/-phina, then ſtretching 


along over-againſt the monument of Helen, 
queen of the Adiabeni, and wite of king Ixalas, 
it paſſed for a long way through che royal ca- 
verns, bending to the corner tower by the mo- 
nument of Flo, ſo named, and then joining to 


a very antient wall, terminated at the brook of 


Cedron, fo called. King Agrippa ſurrounded 


that part of the city with this wall, which be- 


longed to the old one, and was entirely bare 
before; for the number of inhabitants conſide- 


rably augmenting, the city by degrees crept 
out of its antient walls; and when the places 


northward of the temple, and which adjoined 
to the hill, were covered with buildings, they 
began to make conſiderable additions beyond 


the old hills; ſo that a fourth hill, which was 


named Beet ha, ſtanding over-againit Antonia, 
was entirely built upon and covered with 
houſes. Now this Bezetha was cut off from An- 
tonia by the intervention of a deep valley, or 
ditch (which had been deſignedly made,) to 
make the foundations of Antonia, it they ſtuck 
to the hill difficult of acceſs, and to appear 
tolerably high. By this means the depth of 
the ditch added a conſiderable height to the 
tower. That part which was added to the old 
city, if interpreted in Greek, ſignifies Cænopolis, 
but, in the dialect of our country, ſignifies 
Begetha. Now they who inhabited in this 
quarter being minded to have a wall for their 
ſhelter and defence, Agrippa, the father of the 
preſent king, who is called after him, began 
this wall which we have juſt now mentioned : 


Eut apprehending Claudius Cæſar might be in- 


duced to ſuſpect fo vaſt a building portended 


a new face of affairs, and that he might think 


it a ſeditious attempt, only laid the founda- 
tions, and then left the work at that ſtand; 
for the city had infallibly been inexpugnable, 
if he had gone through with the wall which he 
had thus begun: For the ſtones, wherewith it 
was built, were twenty cubits long, and ten 
broad ; inſomuch, that iron was almoſt unable 
to pierce through them, or engines to remove 
them from their place: And the breadth of this 
wall was ten cubits, and, in all likelihood of 
appearance, had been carried up to a more 
conſiderable height, if the magnificence of him 
#20 had laid the foundation of the building 
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had not been check'd. In after-times this ſame 
wall was raiſed by the Fews with prodigious 
labour, and carried up twenty cubits, with ad. 
ditional bulwarks of two cubits, and baſtions of 
three cubits high; ſo that the entire altitude of 
it roſe to five and twenty cubits. 

Ihe towers looked over the wall twenty cy. 
bits broad, twenty high, ſquare and ſolid, like 
as was the wall; but the nice joining and beay. 
ty of the ſtones anſwered, in every reſpe& 
thoſe of the temple. Above the ſaid altirud; 
of the towers, twenty cubits broad, there were 
placed very magnificent apartments and upper. 
rooms above them, and great numbers ot ciſ- 
terns to receive the rain- waters, every one ha- 
ving broad ſtair- caſes leading up to them. The 


third wall was adorned with ninety towers of 


the ſame make with theſe I have mentioned, 
having a diſtance of two hundred cubits be- 
tween each. 'I he middle wall was divided in- 
to fourteen, and the old one into threeſcore 
towers, and the whole circumference of the 


city was thirty-three furlongs: But if all the 


third wall was admirable, the rower of Pſe- 
phina was much finer, and more beauriſul, 
which made a charming proſpect at the north 
and weſt corners of the wall, over-againſt 


which Titus had encamped. Being threeſcore 


and ten cubits high, it afforded a proſpedt into 
Arabia with an eaſtern ſun, and to the very li- 
mits of the land of Fudza, as far as the ſea, 
The tower was octangular, and over-againſt it 
ſtood the tower called Hippicos, and near to 
that two others, which king Herod built on the 
old walls, and which for beauty and ſtrength, 
excelled all others in the world: For, beſides 
that the king was by nature of a great and 
lofty mind, and gave a looſe to his magnificence 
in adorning and beautifying the city, yet he 
ſtudied to pleaſe his inclinations in the excel- 
lence of his buildings, and conſecrated theſe 
towers to the memory of three of the deareit 
perſons he had in the world; namely, to a bto- 
ther, to a friend, and to a wife, after whom he 
named them, The wife, through an exceſſiye 
love of his, fell a ſacrifice to his ill-grounded 
jealouſy ; and the two others loſt their Ives 1 
the field of battle, after having given pros 


of extraordinary valour and courage. Ihe 


tower of Hippicos was denominated after ns 
friend, and was quadrangular, every {ide opel, 
ing five and twenty cubits in breadth a1 
length, and thirty cubits in height. Hippe 
was no where unuſeful ; for above this foll 
and firm ſtony frame, was a ciſtern thirty cubits 
deep, to receive the rain-water: Above (5 
was a houſe of two floors, five and twenty c 


bits high, and divided into ſeveral apartments, 


over which were baſtions two cubits, and 0 
warks three cubits high, inſomuch, that 
whole height of it was fourſcore cubits. take 
ſecond tower, which he named after 19 N 
ther Phaſacl, was equal as to leut 5 
breadth, and opened torty cubits bott des 
and the ſame number in height. This 


a 6 oun 
was an entire ſolid, and a portico ſurrour*! 


it, ten cubits high, being 95 0 
at | 


d another te 


baſtions and bulwarks. 


wel, 
portico, above, was erecte 


di- 
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bits. It very much reſembled, in form, the 


tower in the iſland Pharos, which caſt a light, 


at a far diſtance, to thoſe ſailing to Alexandria, 
but its circumference was by much the more 
conſiderable. This place, Simon, at this time, 
nad made the houſe of his government. 
third tower was named Mariamne (for ſo was 
the queen called,) being an entire ſolid twenty 
cubits, and the ſame number of cubits broad 
and high. Several apartments were in it, ſur- 
paſſing others in magnificence and furniture; 
the king thinking it became him to apply more 
ornament to a tower which took its appella- 
tion from his wife's name, than to thoſe which 
had been called after men, as they were ſtronger 
and more fortified than this, to which a woman 


the tower was fifty- five cubits. 

1 As theſe three towers were of ſo great mag- 
nitude, the ſituation of their places made them 
appear conſiderably larger: For the old wall, 
whereon they were built, had been raiſed on 


bits; inſomuch, that theſe towers, being erected 
upon the very ſummit, received a conſiderable 
addition of height by that means. The large- 
neſs of the ſtones was ſurprizing; for they 
were not built of common ones, ſuch as men 
generally bear, but of beautiful white marble, 
cut, each ſtone being twenty cubits long, ten 
broad, and five deep. There joining was ſo 
nice and fine, that each rower ſeemed as tho? 


which, by the workman's .hands, afterwards 
had been faſhioned into the form and angles 
they repreſented. Thus it was impoſſible to 
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divided into magnificent apartments with a 
bath, inſomuch, that nothing ſeemed wanting 
to make it be thought a palace. The top was 
adorned with bulwarks and baſtions, finer than 
thoſe we have juſt now mentioned: So that the 
whole height roſe up full fourſcore and ten cu- 


The 


had improved its name. The entire height of 


an high hill, and out- topped the hill thirty cu- 


nature had made them of one entire ſtone, 


681 


To theſe, which ſtood on the north ſide of 
the wall, was annexed a palace, ſurpaſſing any 
thing that can be ſaid of it, as its curious work- 
manſhip, and magnificent furniture, exceeded 
any thing of that kind. It had a wall ſurround- 
ing it, thirty cubits high, and round about 
were placed, at equal diſtances, towers of the 
greateſt ornament in the world. Nor was this 
all, yet; there were very large feaſt- rooms, 
fit to entertain an hundred gueſts, wherein were 
an inexpreſſible variety of ſtones: For every 
thing that was rare and uncommon in this kind, 
was collected and put here. The roofs and 
cielings, both for the length of the beams, and 
the magnificence of the workmanſhip, were ad- 
mirable: There were a vaſt number of bed- 
chambers, and the repreſentations and figures 
about them were extremely delighted as to 
their variety: All there furniture was of ineſti- 
mable value, and the apartments were fitted 
out with abundance of rich veſſels, the greater 
part whereof were of gold and filver. The 
Peryſtilla were many, one after another, in a 
circle, and adorned with ſeveral beautiful co- 
lumns; thoſe which ſtood in the open air had 
a fine verdure to ſet them off. There were, 
alſo, ſeveral groves, which had long walks 1n 
them, and about them were deep canals, and 
baſons, with abundance of brazen figures in 
them, ſpouting out water; and about the canals 
were ſeyeral turrets, having innumerable tame 
pigeons in them. But, to give an account of 
the palace, what it was, and the magnificence 
of it, is impoſſible ; and nothing but torment 
racks the memory, to go about to relate what 
the things were, that were undiſtinguiſhably 
loft in the flames. Yet the Romans were not 
the perſons who burnt all theſe things; but the 
contlagrant of them was owing to the ſedi- 
tions within the city, at the beginning of the 
defection. The fire firſt began at Antonia, then 


invaded the palace, and, ar laſt, conſumed the 
three towers. 


A Deſcription of the Temple. 


After they had carried round the hill, from the 


very foundation, a triple wall, and been at 
ſuch labour and expence, as could never have 


been thought of (wherein whole ages were 


find out the joinings, or ſeams of the ſtones. 

: 

b 

d | | 
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he 
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od T HE temple, as I have taken an oppor- 
4% We , 4 funity to ſpeak in the foregoing, was 
lid I built upon the top of an high hill; and at the 
s dime it was firſt ſer on foot to be erected, the 
bis, plain on the ſummit of the hill was not ſuffi- 
cu- | 


dient to take in the temple and altar: For eve- 
de of it was exceeding ſteep, and full of 
Prtecipices. When king Solomon, the ſame 
l bs built the remple, had ſurrounded the eaſt 
de with a wall, then a portico was raiſed up- 
on the earth put there; but the temple, on 
every ſide elſe, was naked and bare. 


%% ess of time, the people perpetually * 
on J 5 quantities of earth till the hill was brought 
bs = level, the ſame became broader, and fit 
155 | N in a larger compaſs. For having bro- 
i 5 n rough the wall to the north, they took 
775 a 1pace of ground, which afterwards made 


the ; | 
N Yue eiteumterence of the whole temple. 


ſpent, and all the ſacred money, which had 
been ſpent by way of tribute to the honour of 
God from all parts of the world, conſumed), 
they erected the higher circumference and the 
inner temple, whoſe loweſt parts were carried 
up three hundred cubits, and more in ſome o- 
ther places; for the whole altitude of the foun- 
dations could not be diſcerned: For the great- 
er part of the vallies were filled with earth to 
level them even with the angles of the city. 
In this building they made uſe of ſtones four 
hundred cubits big; for the vaſt ſums of mo- 
ney, and the liberality of the people, on this 
occaſion, made the ſtructure go on more than 


really can be ſaid, or even imagined: And what 
8 K : Was 
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was thought impoſſible to be brought to per- 
fection, was, by long perſeverance, and length 
of time, compleated. | 
The buildings raiſed above theſe, were real- 
ly worthy of ſuch vaſt foundations; for all 
the portico's were double, and pillars of five 
and ten cubits high, ſupported them, every one 
of the moſt beautiful white marble, and having 
cielings of cedar-wood wonderfully adorned : 
The ſtones were naturally magnificent, and 
neatly poliſbed, and the cloſe and uniform join- 
ing of them together gave a very ſplendid and 
remarkable proſpect, unaided without, neither 
by painter's nor ſculptor's art. J hey were 
thirty cubits broad, and the whole circumie- 
rence, raking in Antonia, comprized a ſpace of 
ſix furlongs: Bur all theſe ſpaces without was 
beautified with all kinds of ſtones, and its va- 
riety gave an agreeable proſpect. 'Thro' this 
was the way to the ſecond temple, and the 
ſtony encloſure was carried round three cubits 
high, built after a wonderful manner. There 
were columns placed here at equal diſtances 
from one another, ſome with Greek, and ſome. 
with Latin inſcriptions upon them, warning 
thoſe, who were going to enter, of the law of 
cleaneſs; that no ftranger were to be admitted 
to enter into the holy place: For the ſecond 
temple was called ho/y, and the paſſage up to 
it, from the firſt, mounted by fourteen ſtairs. 


Its area, or floor, was ſquare, and ſurrounded 


with a wall peculiar to it; and though it was 
forty cubits high on the out- ſide, the many 
winding ſtairs covered it; for the inneraltitude 
was no more than five and twenty cubits; and 
being built with ſtairs in the higher place, the 
interior could not all of it be diſcerned, as the 
hill ſhadowed it. The ſpace to the wall from 
the fourteenth ſtep, was ten cubits, and en- 
tirely a plain. Hence were other ſtair-caſes 
of five ſteps, leading up to the gates; but 
thoſe to the north and ſouth had eight, four on 
each ſide, and two to the eaſt, which were ne- 
ceſſary: For the place here being peculiar to 
the women, on account of religion, was ſepa- 
rated with a wall; and there ſeemed a neceſſity 
tor another gate: For this was made over- 
againſt the firſt, Befides theſe, there was a 
ſouth gate, and a north gate, which led to the 
women's court ; for there was no paſſing to the 
women through any other, neither through 
their own, any farther than the encloſure ap- 
propriated to them: But this place not only 
was open to the women living in Fudæa, but 
to temales of their country, who came on a 
religious motive. Jo the weſt ſide was no 
gate atall, but the wall was carried up in a di- 
rect line; the portico's, next to the gates from 
the wall, and turning in to the Gazophylacia, 
or treaſuries, were ſupported with vaſt and ex- 
ceeding fine pillars. *Tis true, they were 
plain, but, ſetting aſide their magnitude, they 
were no way interior to the portico's of the 
lower encloſure. 

Nine of the gates were covered all over with 
gold and ſilver, to the very poſts and ſuper- 
ſtructure: One, indeed, which was without 
the temple, was of Corinthian braſs, which 


doors of equal bigneſs, which ſurpaſſed the, 
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far ſurpaſs*d, in dignity, the others plated 
with gold and ces. Two yi Hers 1 
every gate, and every one was thirty cubitz 
high, and fifteen broad. After the entrance 
within, there were made. ſeats on both ſides 
thirty cubirs in length and breadth, and built 
after the form of a tower, and forty cubits 5 
more in height. Each of theſe ſeats were ſu 
ported with two pillars, twelve cubits in ci. 
cumference; all the other gates were of equal 
magnitude to one another. That above C7 
thia, eaſtward, which gave a direct proſpeg: 
from the women's court to the gate of the 
temple, was conſiderably larger than the reg 
being fifty cubits high, forty broad, and having 


thers in magnificent workmanſhip and ſplendo- 
being covered over with thicker plates of gold 
and ſilver. All the gold and ſilver beſtoned 
upon theſe nine gates, was at the order aud 
expence of Alexander, ſather of Tiberis 
The wall that ſeparated the woman was divid. 
ed from the greater gate by Gity Reps; bu; 
thoſe which led to the other gates were leſs in 
number by five ſtairs, | 
_ Twelve ſteps led up to the temple, placed 
in the middle, that is, the /acro/ant?, or holy 
temple. Its height and breadth, in front, are 
of equal dimenſions, being each an hundred 
cubits, but the third part only torty cubits; 
for two ſhoulders, as it were, each of twenty 
cubits, ſhew in front, and ſtretch beyond the 

ſides of the temple. Its firſt gate, which was 
ſeventy cubits high, and twenty-five broad, 
had no doors (this being done to let a clear 
proſpect of the sky appear round about), bur 
all its fore-part was Covered over with gold. 
Through ic could be ſeen the firſt edifice 
of the temple, which was extraordinary large, 
and every thing about the interior of rhe 
temple, which appeared vaſtly glittering and 
bright, darted full in the beholder's eyes. As 
its interior part was cover'd, the firſt edifce 
could only be ſeen. Its direct height role 
ninery cubits, its length was fifty, aud its tranſ- 
verſe breadth twenty. But the interior gate, 
as I have obſerved above, wus covered all over 
with gold, as was all the wall about it, Above 
were ſeven gold vines, with cluſters of grapes 
hanging down as big as a man. But becauis 
this edifice was covered in the middle with 
cieling, the inward part appeared conſiderably 4 
lower than the outward: It had golden Doors Be 
fifty-five cubits high, and ſixteen cubits broad. 3 
Over the doors were fine hangings extences, 
of equal length, and made of a Babylow2 
veil, diverſified with violet, ſcarlet, fine un- 
nen, and purple, and woven together with fal- 
prizing art; the mixture of the ſeveral colours 
was admirable, and not unworthy for the of 
to feed its curioſity upon them; but there _ 
in theſe different colours, a myſtical repreſer 
tation of all things in the world; for the 7 
let ſeems to prefigure the fire, the fine lin 7 
the earth, the violet the air, and the puff 

the ſea ; the fine linnen and purple, eſp om 
from the ſimilitude of their colours, ve. 
their original: Becauſe fine linnen is Pte gn 


1 
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| proſpect, 
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This veil, beſides, gave a fine deſcription of all 
the lines of heaven, except the ſigns. _ 
The ficſt view, to thoſe who enter in, is the 
inferior part of the temple, whoſe height, at 
this time, was ſixty cubits, its length as many, 
and its breath twenty cubits; but the ſixty 
cubits were divided again. The firſt part hav- 
ing been cut off, and reduced to forty cubits, 
had three pieces of workmanſhip within it, 
ſarprizing in their kind, and which were cele- 
brated all over the known world: Theſe were, 
the candleitick, table, and altar of incenſe, 
The ſeven candles ſiguified the ſeven planets ; 
for that number aroſe out of the candleſtick ; 


types ot the circle of the zodiac, and of the 
year. The altar of incenſe, by its thirteen o- 
ours, wherewith it was filled from the ſea that 
is uninhabitable, and from the earth that is ha- 
bitable, pointed out that all things belonged to 
God, and were for his ſervice and uſe. The 
inner part of the temple was twenty cubits, 
and ſeparated from the outward in the like man- 
ner, with a veil. There was nothing at all 
placed within this apartment; *rwas inacceſſible 
and inviolable, pron:bited for any man to en- 
ter therein, and was called the holy of holies. 
There were many ſmall apartments about the 
ſides of the lower temple, which led into one 
another, and had a triple wall, and a door o- 
pened into them from either ſide of the temple 
gate. There were none of theſe ſmall apart- 
ments to the higher end of the temple, where 
it was narrower; the height was forty cubits, 
and the ſpace ſtraiter than the lower part of 
the temple. The calculation of its dimenſions 


vas thus: As the ground- plot was threeſcore, 


the entire height was made an hundred cubits. 
The exterior appearance of it had every thing 
that might engage the mind and eye to wonder 
and aſtoniſhment; tor being covered all over 
with prodigious heavy plates of gold, it dart- 
ed a ſplendor, at the firſt riſing of the ſun, the 
moſt like fire of any thing in the world; and 
obliged thoſe, who could not help but gaze 
upon it, to turn away their eyes, as from the 
radiant beams of the ſun. To travellers, at a 
diſtance, it appeared like a mountain covered 
with ſnow; tor where there were no plates of 
gold, 1t conſiſted of beautiful white marble. 
The top look'd dreadful with ſpikes of gold, 
vaſtly ſharp at the point, to hinder birds from 
ſitting upon, and polluting it. The ſtones, where- 
ot the temple was built, were ſome forty-five 
cubits long, five deep, and fix thick. The altar 
tor the temple was fitteen cnbirs high, in length 
and breadrh fifty cubits. It ſtood ſquare, ha- 
ving angles jetting out, in the ſimilitude of 
horns; and the aſcent upon it, to the ſouth, 
gently bent backwards. It was built without 
che aſſiſtance ot any iron, no ſach thing having 
ever touched it, The temple and the altar 
were ſurrounded with a certain portion of 
deautiful ſtone, which gave no diſagreeable 


* gonorrhza, or leper, were driven entirely 


ut of the city; and women, who had their 
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from the earth, and the purple from the ſea. 


the twelve loaves, placed upon the table, were 


* of one cubit high, which ſeparated. 
me people from the prieſts. Thoſe perſons in 


— 
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menſtrual effluxions upon them, were ſhut out 
of the temple : Nor could they, tho' clean, 
paſs farther than the place whereof we have 
made mention already. The men who were 
not thoroughly purified, were denied admittance 
within the interior apartment; and thoſe prieſts 
who were the leaſt polluted, were in the ſame 
manner excluded. | | 
All, who were deſcended from the ſacerdo- 
tal line, and incapacitated to perform their 
functions, for ſome defect or other, were ad- 
mitted, with the other who were ſound in bo- 
dy, within the aboveſaid ſtone partition, and 
allowed, in right of their families, to receive 
their ſhares of the ſacrifices ; but were diſt in- 
uiſhed by common garments, which they were 
admitted only to wear: For he only was ſuf- 
tered ro appear in facred veſtment, who per- 
formed in the ſacred rites. And thoſe of the 
prieſts who were pure and immaculate, clothed 
in a veſtment of fine linnen, who abſtained re- 
ligiouſly from the uſe of wine, and through a 
reverential decorum to their worſhip, to hinder 
their ſacred office from being ſcandalized, were 
admitted to go up to the altar and the temple. 
The pontifex aſcended with them, but not al- 
ways, only on certain days, ſuch as the ſe- 
venths, and on the new moons, and when, at 
any time, there was an annual feſtivity, or ſo- 
lemnity of the country, going to be celebrated, 
whereat all the people were preſent. The 
pontifex aſſiſted at the ſacrifices, with his 
thighs hid, to his privities: He had a veſtment 
underneath, of fine linnen, and a round cover- 
ing of violet colour, hung depending below to 
his toes, curiouſly fringed all round the skirts. 
From the fringe hung golden bells, and punic 
apples woven in alternate rows. The bells 
ſignified thunder, and the punic apples light- 
ning. The tænia, which faſtened the cover- 
ing of his breaſt, was diſtinguiſhed and diver- 
ſified with five zones or colours; namely, gold, 
purple, ſcarlet, byſſus and hyacinth, where- 
with we have took notice above, the veils of 
the temple were wrought. He had an epocrus, 
or rochet, of the ſame workmanſhip, wherein 
was a greater quantity of gold ; and the figure 
of it reſembled the breaſt-piece any one wears. 
This was faſtened by two gold buttons, in the 
ſhape of ſmall ſhields, wherein were ſet two 
ſardonix ſtones, the very largeſt and richeſt that 
could be obtained, having inſcribed upon them 
thoſe names from which the Jewiſh tribes took 
their ſeveral denominations. Over-againſt theſe 
hung twelve other precious ſtones, three in the 
ſame ſeries, and diſpoſed into four rows, name- 
ly, the ſardix, topaz, ſmarag, carbuncle, jaſ- 
par, ſaphire, agate, amethyſt, diamond, onyx, 
beryl, and chryſolite, each whereof had a ſin- 
gle name again inſcribed upon it, denominating 
its reſpective tribe. On his head he wore a 
tiara of fine linnen, skirted round with a coro- 
net of violet colour, about which was another 
crown of gold, expreſſing the ſacred letters: 
Theſe are the four vowels. The pontifex did 
not make uſe of this attire at other times, ha- 
ving a more plain one for other occafions ; only 
he wore the former whenever he went into 
the adyt, which was once a year, by himſelf ; 


at 
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at which time the Jews uſually celebrate a ge- 
neral faſt to the honour of God. But we ſhall 
take an opportunity more accurately to ſpeak 
of the things relating to the city and the tem- 
ple, and the manners and cuſtoms to be ob- 
ſerved in them, in another place. For a large 
field of matter is ſtill behind, as to theſe par- 
ticulars. | 
Now Axtonia ſtood at that angle of the 
wall where the north and welt portico's of the 
encloſure of the exterior temple joined toge- 
ther. It was built upon a rock, fifty cubits 
high, having precipices all round it. IT was 
raiſed at the expence of king Herod, who, in 
irs ſtructure, amply diſcovered rhe greatneſs 
and magnificence ct his mind: For the very firit 
part ot the rock at the foundation was covered 
with light flates of ſtone, which was an addi- 
tional ornament thereto, and made thoſe, who 
endeavoured either to go up, or come down, 
to ſlide along. After this, there was a wall of 
three cubits high before the main building of 
the tower; Antonia being every where, within 
this circumference, carried up forty cubits 
high. The inſide had all the magnificence, 
form, and amplitude, of a king's palace; 
there were abundance of apartments and rooms 
in ir, diſtinguiſhed into all manner of forms, 
and made for all uſes ; ſuch as courts, portico's, 
baths, and ample halls, proper to poſt guards 


| a 2 


Of John and Simon the tyrants, Titus marching about the walls, Nicanor receives 6 
wound, which makes Titus reſolve on puſhing on the fiege with more wrath, 


HE men at arms in the city, and the 
ſeditious multitude, that aſſociated with 
Simon, were in number ten thouſand, excluſive 
of the Idumæans; and fifty officers were ſer 
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in: Infomuch, that it might juſtly be called a 
city for the neceſſary ſituation of all the placez 
in and about it; but a royal palace, if the 
magnificence of its ſtructure be regarded, A; 
it had throughout the entire appearance of 2 
tower, ſo at the four angles, or corners, were 
erected four other towers, ſome whereof were 
fifty cubits high ; but that ſtanding to the ſouth. 
welt was carried up threeſcore and ten cubits. - 
ſo that a full proſpect of the whole temple 
might be made from it. Where it was annex'd 
to the portico's of the temple, were two 
places to deſcend at, through which the guards 
generally went (for Antonma had always a Re- 
man legion in it) to poſt themſelves in different 
quarters about the portico's, in order to re. 
ſtrain, on feſtival days, any tumult or ſedition 
of the people. The temple was a citadel for 
the city, and Antonia for the temple, The 
guards of three places lodged there, and Fl. 
rod's palace was a fortreſs to the higher city. 
The hill Begetha, as I have had an opportunity 
to hint above, was divided from Antonia. A8 
it was the moſt ſtately and higheſt of all the 
reſt, it was annexed to the neweſt part of the ci- 
ty, and only obſcured the temple on the north 
fide. And as I have purpoſed to ſpeak again 
about the city and its walls, I apprehend I have 
ſufficiently delivered my ſelf at preſent, 
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every place to the palace of Helen, who was 
_ conſort and queen of Afonobazns. Fohn was 
maſter of the remple, of every place round a- 
bout for a conſiderable ſpace, of Ophlas, and 


—_. 


over ten thouſand, over whom men kept 
the abſolute and ſupreme command. The Idu- 
means, who were in Simon's intereſts, were 
five thouſand, and had ten officers ſet oyer 
them, the principal of whom were accounted 
to be Faco', the fon of Soſas, and Simon, the 
ſon of Carthlas, Fohn, who was maſter of the 
temple, had ſix thouſand men at arms under 
im, commanded by twenty officers. The zea- 
lots, abandoning their animoſities, came into 
his intereſts with their additional reinforcement, 
being two thouſand and four hundred, all com- 
manded by their former officer Eleaaar, and 
Sion, the fon of Arinus. A war being car- 
ried on, as we have obſerved above, with vio- 
lence among themſelves, the poor people was 
the ſacrifice pointed at in either's encounters, 
and both committed their unlimitted inſults 
and depredations on part of the people, that re- 
fuſed to come into their ſchemes, Simon was 
maſter of the higher city, and was poſſeſſed of 
the great wall to Cedron, and all the old wall 
being from Sie eaſtward to the palace of 
Monobazus, who was king of the Adicbenians 
beyond the Euphrates. He had, likewiſe, in 
his hands, the fountain Se, and the mountain 
Acra, (which comprehends the lower city) and 


yet it was not long before the old diſtemper 


ſpights broke looſe the ſecond time, and am 


of the valley called Cedron; and as every 
place, which lay between, had been already 
reduced to aſhes, ſo much room was cut open 
for the war to diffuſe itſelf through the ſedi- 
tions; and though the Roman camp was at {0 
ſhort a diſtance from the walls, the city wi 
ſtill expoſed to the fury of the different parties 
within: And though the firſt aſſault of the A- 
mans had contributed ſomething to make the 
eus reflect more ſeriouſly on their condition, 


took them again: The former animoſities an 


and war where what they aimed at; inſomuch, 
that they did every thing which the Rin, 
who belieg'd them, could have either with 
deſired. The ills the Romans expoſed them ® 
were not of more dreadful conſequences — 
the calamities which their own ſeditious dene 
involved them in: For they themfelves 81 
the laſt fatal blow to the city. IIS 5 
deed, the city, before its entire overthro#, 4 
reduced to a more miſerable ſtate; but . 
who took it, made a better return * x 
For 1 aſſert, that the ſedition was the e 5 4 
ruin of the city, and that the Roman ot 


ag ce than 
the ſedition, which was of ſtronger loc? 
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the walls that fortified the defendants; 
* tis but juſtice to aſcribe all the r 
and ills the Fews ſuſtained to their own ſee k 
ing, and conclude that the Romans, not with 
our deſert, behaved conſtantly in a juſt and e- 
quitable manner. But every man judge for 
himſelf as he pleaſes, from the facts and cir- 
cumſtances themſelves. 
Things within the city being in this poſture; 
Titus, with a choice body of horſe, marched 
round it, in order to ſpy out a convenient 
place for an aſſault. Finding himſelf abſolutely 
debarred from coming over the vallies, and that 
the firſt wall, at another place, was too ſtrong 
for his engines to do any execution upon, he, 
at length, removed his ſuſpence, and concluded 
to attack the city at the monument of John 
the prieſt: For the firſt wall was conſidetably 
lower at this place, and the ſecond no where 


joined it, the defendants having neglected to 


fortify it, as the new city here was leſs peo- 
pled : And Titus conſidered, that he ſhould find 
no difficult work in gaining the third wall this 
way, which would open him a paſſage into the 
higher city, and through Antonia he ſhould be 
able to make himſelf maſter of the temple.. 
Mean while, as he was taking a ſurvey of e- 
very place, one of his friends, named Nicanor, 
received a wound on his left ſhoulder from an 
arrow ſhot at him, as he ſtepp'd nearer the wall 
with Fo/ephus, and endeavour'd to perſuade 
thoſe to peace who ſtood upop the wall, as be- 
ing perfectly known to them. Cæſar, percei- 
ving by this plain inſtance, their diſpoſition. 
and temper, which would not ſuffer them to 
ſpare even thoſe who came for their preſerva- 
tion and ſafety; reſolved upon the ſiege ; and, 
at the ſame time, permitted his ſoldiers to ra- 
vage the ſuburbs; and gave orders for the 
bringing of materials in order to raiſe their 
mounts. Whereupon his army ſeparating into 
three parts to perform the works, he poſted 
the {lingers and archers in the middle of the 
mounts, and the ſcorpions; catapultæ, and bal- 
liſtæ, before them, in order to repulſe the ex- 
curſions of the enemy upon the works, and 
repel thoſe who from the wall endeavoured to 
diſturb them. All the trees being inſtantly cut 
down, the ſuburbs became a naked and deſart 
place; and the Jews, finding the Romans bear- 
ing wood to erect the mounts, nay, all the ar- 
my lending an helping hand to promote the 
deſign the ſooner, were not remiſs on their ſide. 
For the people, who were in the very midſt of 
nothing but plunder and depredation, happen'd 
to aflume courage at this juncture, ſuppoſing 
they ſhould find ſome reſpite to their ſuffer- 
ings, while their enemies were every where bu- 
lied in repulſing a foreign army, and be in a 
condition, provided the Romans proved ſupe- 
110r, to-be-revenged on the authors of their 
misfortunes, | 
John, though his partizans long'd to make a 
ally out upon the Romans, was reſtrained thro* 


(car of Simon ; yet Simon, as he was at a nearer 
diſtanc 


6 eto the beſieg'd, ſhew*d himſelf not idle. 
— Pranteg his warlike engines upon the walls, 
note, too, which had been wreſted from Ceſ= 


, and thoſe which the eus had obtain'd on 
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defeating the garriſon: of Antonia. However, 
a great many of theſe engines were of no ſer- 
vice or advantage to the Fews, Which was ow- 
ing to their ignorance in uſing them right: 
And though ſome deſerters were well acquaint- 
ed with the management of theſe engines, yet 
the ſervice they put them to was wrongly ap- 
plied: They made, indeed, a kind of ram- 
part, and poured down from the walls whole 
ſhowers of ſtones and darts: They likewiſe 
ſallied out of their mines, and oftentimes came 
to cloſe engagements with one another. The 
workmen had coverings made of hurdles which 
were expanded over the vallies, and their mar- 
tial engines were ſo poſted, as to defend them 
apainſt the excurſions of the beſieged : For all 
the legions, eſpecially the tenth, had provided 
themſelves with ſcorpions and ba/lifte of extra- 
ordinary force, which not only made dreadful 
havock among the Fezvs who fallied out, but, 
alſo, among thoſe who ſtood upon the walls. 
The ſtones flung from theſe engines weighed. 
each a talent, and were thrown above two fur- 
longs diſtance; and the force they went with 
was not only intolerable to the firſt they hit, 
but alſo to thoſe who ſtood at a far diſtance 
behind. This made the Jets provide againſt 
theſe ſtones in the firſt place; for being white, 
they both foreknew their coming by the whiz- 
zing noiſe they made, and could dittinguiſh 
them before-hand by their fine colour. Here- 
npon thoſe ſpies who were poſted upon the 


walls, gave the ſignal before-hand in their mo- 


ther-tongue, when the engine was going to 
ſtrike, and a ſtone ready to fly, the fone is c- 
ming. Preſently thoſe againſt whom the ſtone 
was directed, ſeparated, and threw themſelves 
proſtrate on the ground, by which means, the 
ſtones from time to time fell, without doin 
any execution. The Romans obſerving this, 
thought of an expedient, which was, to black 
the ſtones. By this artifice, the Jerws being 
deprived of foreſeeing them before they came, 
tumbled in heaps, juſt as the Romans deſir'd; 
for the ſtroke of one ſtone ſlew ſeveral toge- 
ther. Notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, and 
the miſerable cafe the Fews were expoſed to, 
they would not ſuffer the Romans to erect 
their mounts without moleſtation, but repulſed 
them day and night by the numerous and bold 
ſtratagems they formed to countermine theix 
deſigns. 

The beſiegers having brought their works 
to perfection, threw plumb-lines down from 
the mounts to meaſure the diſtatice between 
them and the walls, which could not have been 


done any other way, as they lay expoſed to 


the darts of the beſieged. When they found 
the ſpace fo ſhort, that the helepoles could 
reach the walls, the engines Were brought : 
Whereupon Titus gave orders for an aflault, 
as ſoon as he had planted the engines at a near» 
er diſtance, that the beſieged might not beat 
off his rams from the walls. A prodigious 
noiſe reſounding immediately about the city 
from the aſſaults given at one time at three 
difterent places, the beſieged within were heard 
to give a vaſt ſhout, and the ſeditious were al- 
moſt buried in their fears: When they ſaw 
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attacked the Romans in their fortifications, 


that the danger equally threatened both their 

&ions, they reſolv'd rounite their forces, and 
repulſe it. Both factions exclaiming agaioſt 
one another, how that all the enemy's advan- 
tages were owing to their diviſions, at a time 
when it behoved them (ſhould God refuſe them 
to make a ſinal end of their diſputes) at that 
junctuxe, at leaſt, to baniſh their enmity to one 
another, and unite in common againſt the Ro- 
mans I ſay, both factions thus exclaimang, 
Simon ſent à herald to proclaim liberty to all, 
that would, to come out of the temple to de- 
fend the walls; which permiſſion, 70%n, too, 
gave, though his views were oppoſite to Simon's. 
Thus burying the remembtance of their hatred 
and diſunion, they united into one body; and 
ctowding upon the walls, pour'd down lighted 
torches, and abundance of fire, upon the ene- 
my's engines, and inceſſantly ſhowered down 
their darts upon thoſe who loaded the hele- 
poles. Neceſſity made them the forwarder, 
and, fallying out in companies together, they 
tore away the hurdles that cover'd the enemy's 
engines, and then, falling upon thoſe who ma- 


' paged them, partly by their skill, but chiefly 


by their bravery and reſolution, beat and re- 
pulted them. Notwithſtanding theſe inconve- 
niences, Titus neyer ceaſed giving aſſiſtance to 
his labouring men: After he had poſted his ca- 
yalry and archers on both ſides of the engines, 
he beat back thoſe who offered to bring tire a- 
mong his works, ſtopped the fury of the ar- 
chers from the towers, and opened a clear paſ-· 
ſage for his helepoles to exerciſe all their force 
in. Yet the wall remained unſhaken, and de- 
fied all the batteries of the engines, except the 
corner of a tower, which was taken away by 
the ram belonging to the fifteenth legion: All 
the reſt of the wall ſtood firm : Neither did 


the removing part of the tower, which ſtood. 


conſiderable higher than the wall, expoſe it to 
danger ſoon : Neither was it ſo eaſy to break 
any of the wall away with it. C 
Ihe beſieged affording ſome reſpite to their 
excurſions, and obſerving the Romans diſpers'd 
among their works and tents (which they took 
to be owing to fatigue or tear) allied out all 
together through a bye gate near the tower of 


Hippicos, ſet fire to the enemy's works, and 


CHA 


Hereupon, they made a terrible ſhout, upgy 
which thoſe came up who were near, and thoſe 


ran to their aſſiſtance who were at a diſtance 
off. The Roman' diſcipline was quite hinder'g 


from taking place in this encounter, becauſe 
the matchleſs fierceneſs of the 22 who 
putting to flight thoſe they firſt fell upon, 
preſs d violently after them, as they likewiſ: 
did after thoſe who endeavoured to rally toge. 
ther. Terrible and fierce was the fight now 
about the engines; the beſiegers ſtriving with 
all the might they had to burn them, while thy 
beſieged endeavoured as much on their part to 
ſave them. Uncertain were the ſhouts raiſed 
on both ſides, and many, who ſtood in the 
front, were ſlain. Defpair, and the ſmall hopes 
the Fews had left of ſaving themſelves, puſh'g 


on the beſieged with unaccountable fury, and 


gained them the ſuperiority. The enemy'y 
works catched fire, and every thing, together 
with the engines, had certainly been burnt, had 


not a choice party, of the Alexandrian fotces, 


made head againſt the beſieged, who perform d 
wonders which were not ſo much as thought of 
For they behaved with ſuperior might in this 
engine, till Cæſar ruſhed upon his enemies with 
2 brave party of horſe: ſelected out for that 
purpoſe. Titus, on this. occaſion, gave freſh 
inſtances of his vaſt courage, and laid dead at 
his feet twelve men of the enemy's body that 
oppoled him : Fear, and the ſudden exit of 
theſe perſons, made the reſt run away; but J- 
tus purſued cloſe, and obliged every man to 
take ſhelter in the city: And thus he faved his 
engines from being burnt. An accident hap» 
pened during this engagement, which was, that 
one of the Jes was taken alive, whom Titus 
ordered to be faſtened to. a croſs before the 
walls, with an intent that the ſpectacle might 
move the hearts of the beſieged to/ ſurrender, 
No ſooner was this Few dead, but Johy, the 
general of the Iaumæaus, as he was converſing 
before the walls with a Roman ſoldier, his ac- 
quaintance, was ſhot by. an Arabian into the 
breaſt with a dart, of which he died inttantly, 
leaving the Fews and the ſeditions in a great 
concern and uneaſineſs on his account; for he 
was a very valiant and prudent commander. 


P. VII. 


How one of thoſe Towers, which the Romans had erected, fell down of itſelf. How 
_ the Romans flormed the firſt Wall with a grean Deal of Bloodſhed. Hor Titus 


made his Aſſaults upon the ſecond Wall. 


Jew. 


* E Romans happened the next night to 
fall into a confuſion which was little ima- 


| gined or thought of, For Zitus, it ſeems, ha- 


ving given orders for three towers, of fifty cu- 
bits height, to be built, that each mount ha- 
ving one placed upon it, the enemy might the 
eaſier from thence be repulſed ; an accident 
happened whereby one of them fell down of it- 
ſelf in the middle of the night. Vaſt was the 
noiſe the fall made ; fear and confuſion ſeized 
the army, who, ſuſpecting the enemy were that 


Of Longinus the Roman, and Caſtor li 


moment going to fall upon them, ran ny 
man to their arms, Nor was this all; the 
ions were in a commotion, and no one wy 
able to ſay what it was that had happen 
pinions and complaints were various. 
they found that none of the enemy apps 


es 
they began to turn their fears. upon the nf 5 


and every ane required. the watch ward l 
neighbour, as though the Jeu bad ge 
got into their camp. Nay, they egen 
ſeized with a panick fear, till THus hat 


Book y. 


"= 


claimed to the whole army: Notwithſtand- 
— which, they could ſcarce baniſh the fright 
into which they had been put. 

The Jews, who, bore up againſt the other at- 
tacks ot the enemy with great bravery, were 
terribly gauled from their rowers, laying now 
expoſed to the ſhor of lighter engines, to ſling- 
ers, archers, and dartimen., And they had 
this further misfortune. on their ſide, that they 
could not reach the enemy for the height of the 
rowers, neither were they eaſy to be taken : 
And beſides, their heavy building made 1t next 
to an impoſſibility to overturn them ; nor were 
they to be ſer on fire, by reaſon of the iron 
that covered them. Add to all thefe diſad- 
vantages, the Jews keeping out of arrow ſhot, 
which made them forbear endeavouring any 
longer to diſappoint the attacks of the Roman 


intermiſſion, made ſome progreſs by degrees : 
For the wall gave way to nicon (ſo the Fews 
call the greateſt helepole the Romans have, 
from its ſubduing every thing ;) and being 
quite wearied out with continual fighting and 
E watching, they ſpent the night at a diſtance 
from the city. * Twas certainly negligence, or 
the ill ſucceſs of their councils, that made em 
believe it was a thing unneceſlary to guard the 
wall, when they had ſtill left two other forti- 
| fications : But a great many indeed withdrew 
| from the defence of it through fatigue, and an 
| over-weariſomneſs, - When the Romans began 
E to mount the breach, which nicon had made, 
all the Fews immediately abandoned their 
W poſt, and retired to the ſecond wall. Thoſe 
W who paſled over the wall, having opened the 
gates, let the whole army in. Thus the Ro- 
maus became maſters of the firſt wall on the 
fifteenth day, which was the ſeventh of the 
= month Artemiſius, and pulled down a great 
part of the wall, and all the north ſide of the 
= city which C:fi4s had waſted. 

Titus hercupon moved his camp to the in- 
ner part of the wall, to a place called the A 
= /jrian tents. He took in all the ſpace to Ce- 


= cond wall, when he found himſelf out of the 
W reach of the enemy's darts. The Fews ſepa- 
rated into two bodies, and bravely repulſed 
the attacks of the Romans from the walls. 
John, and his partizans, maintained the conflict 
out of Antonia, the northern portico, and the 
monument of Alexander. Si1on's men ſeized 
the paſſage near the monument of Fohn, and 
W kept garriſons in every place to the gate, where 
Vater is conveyed into the tower of Hippicos. 
Y 'The beſieged oft-times {allied out of the gates 
and warmly diſputed it with the enemy, but 
ere as often forced to withdraw back again 
Vithin, with conſtant loſs on their fide. This 
Vas owing to their want of knowledge in the 
8 Roman diſcipline; however, the ſuperiority 
W 4111 was theirs at ſuch times as they fought 
3 from the walls, Prodigious firength, joined to 
E an exquiſite underſtanding in the military art, 
3 3 the Romans; but an inconſiderate 
n annexed to perperual fears, and à na- 

ral PATIENCE in ſubmitting to, and ſuſtaining 
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what had happened, and commanded it to be 


dan, and immediately prepared to aſſault the 
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misfortunes, ſpurred on the Jews. Add to 
theſe, the Fews, at the bottom, relied on ſtill 
preſerving themſelves ; the Romans longed tor 
an immediate victory: Neither fide ſhewed it- 
ſelf weary, every moment aſſaults or ſallies 
and battering of the walls, were going on : 
Every day was ſpent in continual excurſions 
of the beſieged, who had recourſe to every me- 
thod of engagement. The oppoſite parties 
maintained the fight from fun rife to the even- 
ing, and ſcarcely would then allow themſelves 
time to reſt a while, The night was allowed 
to give neither fide any reſpite, and the day 
was far more intolerable : One was afraid the 
enemy was going to ſtorm the wall ; the other 
that the Fews were every minute about inva- 
ding the camp. Both ſides ſpent the night in 
their arms, and were prepared, as ſoon as day 


appeared, to renew the engagement. The Fews 
rams, which continuing their batteries without 


ſtrove who could be the firſt to expoſe them- 
ſelves to danger, and obtain the commendations 
of their officers : For Simon kept them in a 
kind of reverence and awe of him, which, not- 
withſtanding, contributed not a little to en- 
courage them: And ſo eftreme was the duty 
of all thoſe under his command to him, that, 
had he ordered it, they were ready to ſuffer 
death voluntarily for his ſake. The Romans, 
on the. other hand, were animated to brave 
actions and gallant atchievements, from their 
cuſtom of obtaining victory, from not knowin 

what it was to be defeated, from their conſtant 
axerciſes, and perpetual training up in martial 
feats, from the vaſt extent of their empire; 
but chiefly from Vitus, who was perſonall 

preſent among all his men. They judged it a 
diſhonourable action, and even baſe, to ſeem to 
languiſh, when Cz/ar himſelf was preſent in 
the war, and made a conſiderable part of it; 
when he was himſelf a witneſs and a rewarder 
of thoſe who behaved gallantly, and when it 
was for their advantage to be diſtinguiſhed by 
him for valiant and brave men. This very 
conſideration made many puſh on with more a- 
lacrity than ſtrength. It fell out, during thoſe 
days, wherein the Fews made a brave reſiſtance 
for the delence of their walls, and both ſides 
pour d their darts at one another, that Loxginus, 
a Roman horſeman, ſallying out of his rank, 
ruſhed into the midſt of a body of Jes, and, 
with a mighty force, diſcompoſed the whole 
company, and ſle two of their ſtouteſt men; 
one, with a ſhot into the mouth as he met him, 
the other, as he fled, in his fide, with the ver 

ſame dart, which Longinus had pulled out of 
the other: After which, he forced his paſſage 
through the midſt of the enemy, and got off in 
ſafety to his companions. This made the bra- 
very of Longinus appear in a fair point of 
light, which ſeveral, emulous of his great cou- 
rage, ſtrove to imitate. This misfortune was 
no obſtruction to the Fews, who minded no- 
thing more than how to diſturb and diſcompoſe 
the enemy: For death was looked upon as the 
meereſt rritle, if ſo be they ſuffered with any 
of the Romans in their company. Mean while, 
Titus ſhewed an equal conſideration for his ſol- 
dier's lives and rhe victory: An inconſiderate 
and raſh attack ke call'd an inſtance of deſpair; 


and 
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and that only was fortitude, in his opinion, 


when prudence and caution directed gallant at- 
tempts. 2555 c 1 

Titus took care to plant an helepole againſt 
the middle tower of the north wall, wherein a 
certain cunning and artful Few, named Caſtor, 
invented an artifice, with ten of his compa- 
nions, all the reſt being fled, on account of the 
archer's darts. This ſmal} party remaining 
quiet for ſome time under their armour, roſe 
up at the tower's being ſhaken, and Caſtor, in 
the poſture of a ſuppliant, implored Cz/ar, 
with ſtretch*d-out hands, and a pitiful voice, to 
ſpare him. Titus, confiding in Caftor's ſimpli- 
city, and hoping the Jews were grown weary 
of the war, gave orders for the rams to ceaſe 
their batteries, and forbade the archers to ſhoot 


at thoſe who petition'd him: Caſſur being com- 


manded to ſpeak whatever he pleaſed. He re- 
turned anſwer, that he was deſirous to come 
down and heal up all differences: Whereupon, 
Titus ſaid, he was very glad for ſuch a good 
propoſition, but ſhould be more ſo, provided 
all would come into the ſame way of thinking, 
adding, he was very ready to ſtrike a pacifica- 
tion with the city. Five of the ten pretended 


to ſupplicate for mercy, but the other ſaid they 


would never be ſlayes to the Romans, ſo long 
as they had liberty to die. The conterence 


between them continuing ſome time, the ſiege 


was put off. Caſtor, in the interim, diſpatch'd 
away meſſengers to Hmon, to adviſe him, 
while the ceſſation continued, to conſult ſome 
meaſures about the preſent poſture of affairs; 
for that he would work artfully, and impoſe 
upon the Roman emperor. While the meſſen- 
gers were gone, he thought it expedient for 
himſelf to endeavour at bringing the oppoſite 
party to pretended terms of peace. They 
making ſhew of vaſt unwillingneſs, brandiſhed 
their naked ſwords upon the roof of the tower, 
and pretending to ſmite themſelves, tumbled 
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How the Romans made themſelves twice Maſters of the ſecond Wall, and prepaned i 
ſtorm the third, 1 


62 SAR made himſelf maſter of the ſe- 

cond wall, at this quarter, five days after 
having taken the firſt : Having ſcaled the Fews 
from it, he made his entrance with a thouſand 
men at arms, and the other choice ſoldiers he 
had about him, at the place in the new city, 
where the woolſtaplers, copperſmiths, and 
clothiers, keep their markets, and where the 
narrow lanes lead to the walls. Had he given 
immediate orders for the greater part of the 
wall to be pulled down, or, after he had made 
bis entrance by right of war, deſtroyed what he 
had taken, in ſuch cafe, I apprehend, and even 
believe, his victory would not have been at- 
tended with any prejudicial conſequences. He 
was in hopes now that ſhame would work upon 
the Fews minds, when they ſaw him far from 
entering into any cruel meaſures againſt them, 
when he had it in his power to do fo ; How- 
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Upon this, Aneas, a deſerter, faid he wd 
go. Caſtor calling for ſome body to come ad 


fire to it, and then jumping down through the 


. 


Booky 
down as though they had been really ki! WM 
Titus, and thoſe about him, were aſtoniſheq 
the ſurprizing bravery of the men: The lo. 
neſs of the place they ſtood in giving them y 
opportunity to diſtinguiſh truly what was do 
they were ſtruck with wonder at the brate 
of their ſouls, and yet could not help but con. 
paſſionate their diſtreſſed condition. Men 
time, Caſtor received a wound from a dart e 
the noſe, whereupon, he inſtantly pulled : 
out, ſhewed it to Cæſar, and complained he jy 
unjuſtly been ſhot at. Cæſar, having rei. 
manded the archer, ordered Fo/ephys, yy 
ſtood by him, to give Caſtor his hand: hut 
anſwered, he cared not to go, as he knew y 
well that the petitioner's thoughts were de. 
ſive, and kept his friends from the ſame g. 
rand, who ſhewed themſelves ready to 95 


receive ſome money he had brought to coin 
his word, Antas was more eager to £0, and 
conſequently ran with the skirt of his garment 
in his hands; which, when Caftor ſaw, he tok 
up a ſtone, and rolled it down upon hin, but 
happening to miſs him, as he warded againf it, 
it wounded another ſoldier who was by, (e- 
far, having recollected a while upon this trea- 
chery and deceit, found, that pity and com- 
paſſion were prejudicial in war, and that 'twas 
no eaſy matter to cure a barbarous diſpoſition 
of craftineſs and ſtratagem. The illuſion rou- 
zing his reſentment, he cauſed the helepoles to 
proceed with greater force and violence. When 
Caftor and his aſſociates found the tower give 
way to the batteries of the engines, they {et 


flames into the vaults, gave the Romans a ſe- 
cond occaſion to entertain high opinions of 
their bravery, as though they had throwp 
themſelves into the fire. 


P. VIII. 


ever, he block'd them up ſo as not to let then 
ealily get out: And he could not be broug 
to xy that thoſe whom he was inclined u 
fave, would prove traitors ro him. In ſhott, 
he publiſhed a prohibition after he had male 
his entrance, enjoining all men, neither - 
put to death thoſe they took, nor to {et wn 
the houſes. He left the ſeditious at 171 4 
berty to fight it out, ſo it was done * 3 
detriment to the reſt of the people, and 4 5 
the inhabitants that he himſelf would {ee jo 

reſtor'd to their proper effects; for he rec 
the ſaving of the city for himſelf, and the teh 
ple for the city, of no ſmall conſequeb c et 
found his wiſhes compleated in the V 
the people ſhewed to do as he adviſe ire di 
who were prepared before hand to * 1 
inſtruction: But for the ſeditious, 7 of 
counted this piece of humanity : wealth 
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weakneſs, and concluded, that, becauſe 27tus had 
not been able to take the other city, he bad pro- 
pos'd theſe terms. They threaten'd the people 
with immediate death, if they ſo much as men- 
tion'd a ſyllable about ſurrendeting; they ſtabb'd 
thoſe who but ſpoke of peace; they fell upon 
the Romans as they enter'd the city; ſome by 
facing them 1n the norrow lines and allies, and 
others by pouring their darts upon them from 
the houſes. Others ſallied our from the walls 
thro” the higher gates, putting the Roman gar- 
riſon into diſorder, forcing them to jump out of 
the towers, and return to the enemy's camp. 
== Every place within the city reſounded with the 
hours of ſoldiers hemm'd in with the Fes, and 
all without the walls eccho'd with the ſhouts 
of thoſe who were fearful about their companions 
left in the city. The number of Fews every 
moment encreaſing, and their being us'd to, 
and knowing the many windings and turnings 
of the ſtreets, giving them a vaſt advantage over 
the enemy, many Romans were wounded, and 
the violent attacks the Jews made upon them, 


ſtances the enemy were reduc'd to, made them 
make a more than ordinary reſiſtance: For the 
ſtraitneſs of the wall hinder'd many from going 
through at a time, or making their retreat, and 
probably every man had loſt his lite who thus 
endeavoured to force his way, had not 27 
timely come up to their aſſiſtance. For poſting 
his archers at the corners of the alleys, and plac- 
ing himſelf were he found the thickeſt crowd, 


| by that means he repuls'd the enemy, part of 
which ſucceſs he ow'd to Domitius Sabinns, a 
valiant man, and one who ſhew'd himſelf ſuch 
, in this encounter. Mean time, Cæſar never 
. left pouring his darts upon the Jews, and hin- 
f dering them from falling upon his men, till all 
q his ſoldiers were got out of the city. 


Thus were the Romans repuls'd after they 
had won the ſecond wall. All in the city who 
were warriors, reſum'd freſh courage from this 
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oblig'd the reſt to retire. The narrow circum- 


bis countrymen, 
eln 3 
zi: Wh 7 TUS being minded to ſtop carrying on 
10 the ſiege tor ſome ſhort time, and allow 
ort, 3 time for the ſeditious to deliberate, in order 


do ſee whether the demolition of the ſecond 


0 Vall, or fear of a famine (for they could not 
c10 WE bold out much longer their ſpoils and depreda- 
b. nons), would be of any furtherance to make 
hau WE them ſurrender, made uſe of a ceſſation for 
hat purpoſe. He gave orders to his officers, - 
en as ſoon as the day came when the ſoldiers had 
oned their proviſions diſtributed among them, to 
ten, range bis men in a place where the Jews might 
1 clearly view them, and give money to each 
ines i man. Accordingly, as their cuſtom was, they 
ben. grew their ſwords, and march'd regularly arm'd, 
e bf the horſemen leading their horſes neatly equip- 
i 7 [ped and dreſs'd. The places about the ſu- 
ene i burbs, for a conſiderable diſtance, ſhone every 
kne where with the reflected 


55 ſplendor from the gold 
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unexpected ſucceſs, which mightily ſwell'd their 
ambition: They flatter*'d themſelves wich ſure 
hopes that the Rymans would never attempt to 
break into the city again, and concluded on their 
ſide, that they ſhould prove invincible, provided 
they fought. God may be juſtly ſaid to throw a 
blindneſs over their minds for the many tranſ- 
greſſions and impiet ies they had committed; fot 
they neither conſider'd what a far more conſi- 
derable force the Romans had ſtill left, than 
what had been repuls'd; neither had they any 
conſideration about the famine that was creep- 
ing upon them. Hitherto they had eaten out of 
the publick calamities, and drank of the city's 
blood. The good and juſt had a long time been 
expos'd to want, and the ſcarcity of proviſions 
and neceſſaries had worn many to their graves ; 
the ſedirious; all the while, concluding, that 
their advantage and profit conſiſted in the abſo- 
lute ruin of the people: For they 1iK'd that none 
ſhould eſcape with their lives, but ſuch only as 
were ſworn enemies to the notions of peace; 
and wiſh'd that none might live, but ſuch only 
as would warmly maintain the war againſt the 
Romans. They were glad the people, who 
were not 1n the ſame way of thinking as'them- 
felves, ſhonld be rid out of the way, as a ſu- 
erfluous crowd. This was their behaviour to 
thoſe within the city: They repuls'd the Ro- 
mans once more, as they ſtrove to enter again, 
and fortified with their bodies the beach that 
had been made in the wall. For three days 
the diſpute was warmly and vigorouſly conteſt- 
ed by both parties; but 7:t4s making a furious 
attack upon them the fourth day, they were 
not able to withſtand the ſhock, but through 
main violence, were forc'd to withdraw to 
their former place of ſhelter. Thus he became, 
the ſecond time, maſter of the wall, and imme- 
diately broke down all of it facing the north, 


and, after he had put garriſons into the tow- 


ers on the fourth fide, conſulted in what man- 
ner he ſhould attack the third wall. 
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$ Titus, finding the Jews far from remaining quiet in the ſiege, being fopped for a while, 
= Teſolves once more to inveſt the city, ſends Joſephus to treat of terms of peace with 


and filyer, than which, nothing could be a 
pleaſanter ſight to the Remans, or a ſcene of 
greater terror to the Fews. * The old walls 
were crowded with ſpectators, as was the north 
fide of the temple; nothing was to be ſeen 
more than houſes cramm'd tull of people, and 
every part of the city cover'd with multitudes 
to view this ſight. The very ſtouteſt of the 
Jeus were extreamly ſurprized, when they ſaw 
all the Roman forces muſter'd together in one 
place, the beauty of their armour, and the re- 
gular order of the ſoldiers. And 'tis probable 
to think, the ſight of this proſpect would-have 
made the ſeditious alter'd their ſentiments,had 
not the heinous crimes they had committed a- 
gainſt the people, made them deſpair of ever 


obtaining pardon at the hands of the Romans. 


As they ſaw nothing but death hover'd over 
their heads, ſhould they decline the fight, they 


3 M judg'd 
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judg'd it far more honourable, and better, to 


ſacrifice their lives in battle: But fate prevail- 
ed, which had before-hand decreed thar the 


innocent with the guilty, and the city with 

the ſeditious, ſhould perith together, 
Four days were conſum'd by the Romans in 

having the neceſſary proviſions diſtributed a- 


mongſt all the legions, Titus finding that no 


peace was likely to be made, on the fifth day 
divided his legions into two parts, and began to 
erect his mounts near Antonia and rhe monument 
of John, were he ſuppoſed he fhould beſt be a- 
ble to make himſelt maſter of the higher city, 
and at Antonia to win the temple. For, ſhould 
he not take this poſt, he judged the taking the 
city would be a dangerous and difficult enter- 
prize; wherefore mounts were erected in both 
places, by the aſſiſtance of all his men. The 
workmen before the monument of ohn, were 
hinder'd in the proſecution of their mounts by 
the Idumæaus and Simon's ſoldiers, who frequent- 
ly ſallied out upon em; and thoſe who attempt- 
ed at Antonia, found the ſame inconvenience, 
from John's partizans and the crowds ot zealots, 
This was owing to the ſuperior part they were 


in, on one fide, and the knowledge they had 


acquir'd in the uſe of martial engines : For no- 
thing is more certain than that conſtant practice 
procureth knowledge by degrees. They had 
three hundred fcorpions, and forty balliſtæ, 
wherewith they gave the Romans no ſmall diſ- 
turbance while they were railing their mounts, 
Titus, knowing that the city would be taken 
and deſtroy d, puſh'd on the ſiege with greater 


vigour, and ſtrove to get the Jews to alter their 
minds. He mix'd advice with his actions, 


and, knowing that words were many times ot 
reater influence than arms, not only asked 
them if they had a mind to fave their lives by 
{ſurrendering to him the city, which, to outward 
appearance, was on the point of being taken, 
but, likewiſe ſent 7Jo/ephrs to ſpeak to them in 
their mother-tongue, hoping the requeſt of one 
of their own nation would, in all likelihood, 
gain ſomething upon them, 
Fc/ephns, going round the walls, and ſtri- 
ving, as much as he could, to ſtand out of ar- 
row ſhot, and in a place from whence his words 
might be heard, begged them, very earneſtly, 
© To be compaſſionate to themſelves and the 
people, and ſpare their country and the tem- 
© ple, and not to entertain a heavier reſentment 
© for them than foreigners did. That the Ro- 
© mans, no way Confederates with them, had a 
© yeneration for the ſolemn things of their ene- 
© mies, and had hitherto pur a reſtraint upon 
c their hands: But that themſelves, who had been 
«© educated in them, and were the ſole perſons 
© to inhabit them, provided they were preſerv- 
© ed, had roſe up to deſtroy them. That they 
« ſhould conſider that walls, ſtronger than theirs, 
had fallen, and that others, tar weaker than 
« thoſe the Romans laid ſiege to, had withſtood 
all attacks. That they ſhould conſider the 
© Roan forces were not to be withſtood, and 
that it was no new or unexperienced thing for 
© the Fews to be ſlaves. That if it was honour- 
© able to fight in defenee of liberty, the thing 
< would have been ſo to have undertaken it for- 
* merly, That when once a nation has been 
* curbed under, and its government loſt many 
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© times, in ſuch caſe, to ſhew a deſire of ſhaking, 
* off the yoke, argues the part of men deſperate- 
ly bent to die, more than the action of lovers 
© of hberty. That they ought to ſpurn at mean 
* maſters, who have not the government of the 
c whole world in their hands. What can we 
think has eſcaped the Romans, unleſs that 
land which either an extreme of heat or cold 
has made of no ſervice? Bur tis beyond queſ. 
tion that fortune hath turned to their ſide in 
© every place, and that God, who holds an em- 


pire throughout all the nations of rhe world, is 


no in Italy. But this is not all: There is a 
« predetermined and itrong law as well to wild 
* beaſts as to mankind, which is, to give obe- 
* dience to the mate powerful; and certainly 
© viCtory reſides in their hands, who have the 
© higheſt force of arms. That, for that reaſon, 


© their predeceflors, who, in ſouls and bodies, 


and other aſſiſtances, were tar ſuperior to them, 
* ſubmitted to the Romans: Which, indeed, 
* they had never ſuftcred, had they not been aſ- 
© lured that God was againſt them. But what 
* was the thing they depended upon to make 
* refiſtance, when the molt conſiderable part of 
© their city was already taken, and thoſe ſhur 
* within, though they had ſtill entire walls, 
* were in a worſe condition than if they had ſuf- 
© fered a downfall. That the Romans were no 
* ſtrangers, how the city laboured under a fa- 
* mine, how the people were conſumed in heaps 
© at that time, and how thoſe, who were warri- 
© ors, would ſoon be expoſed to death. That 
though the Romans had deſiſted from the ſiege, 
5 and had not offered in the leaſt to break into 
the city ſword in hand, yet, it they could not 
© take up arms and fight againſt the famine, and 
conquer the calamities that oppreſs'd them, 
they maintained an inſuperable war within 
* their own walls, which augmented every hour.” 
To theſe remonſtrances he added, That it 
would be good, before their diſtreſs was irre- 
© medial, to change their reſolutions, and when 
© they had an opportunity to conſult better for 
© themſelves. That the Romans would forget 
their paſt actions, and not make them a pre- 
© tence for any cruelty or revenge, provided they 
did not perſiſt in their obſtinacy to the laſt ex- 
* tremlty ; for nature had made them generous 
© and kind in their victories, and what was found 
* for their intereſt and advantage they always 
preferred to their reſentment. Which, in ef- 
© tect, was, neither to gain a city ſpoiled of its 
inhabitants, nor to conquer a country made a 
« deſart. Therefore that Cæſar was ready to give 
© them his hand. For not a ſoul could have any 
© hopes of ſaving himſelf, ſhould he make him- 
© ſelt maſter of the city by compullive means, 
© and open violence, eſpecially when, in their 
© laſt extremity of danger, they refuſed to hear- 
© ken to him when he deſired it. That it would 
© not be long before the third wall would be ta- 
ken, the two others, already taken, ſufficiently 
© corroborating his aſſertion ;. and that, ſhould 
the fortification prove ſuperior to all the Ro- 
© man attacks, yet the famine, they were en. 
* poſed to, would fight againſt them in behalf 
© of the Romans. | 
While Joſephus thus endeavoured to per- 
ſaade his countrymen, many mock' d him from 


the wall, many caſt reproachful words, 9 
0 


» 
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ſome threw darts at him; When he found he 
could work no effect by a diſcourſe publickly 


laid open to them, he turned the ſubject, 


and began to ſpeak of the hiſtories of their 

rogenitors. © O wretched men; /aid he, are 
« you thus unmindful of thoſe who come to aſ- 
« liſt you, and do you thus with arms and hands 
maintain a war with the Romans © Have we 
« ever obtained the victory over others in this 
manner? When did not God, the principal 
« of every thing, ſhow himſelf 3 reveng- 
« er, when they unjuſtly were diſturbed 2 Will 
« not you look back and conſider, the ground 
« you build this war upon, and what a brave 
c auxiliary you abuſe? Will nor you recal to 
« remembrance the ſacred buildings and works 
« of your progenirors, and this holy place, and 
the numbers of enemies he has formerly re- 
moved out of the way for you? Bur I tremble 
« to relate the actions of God to an unworthy 
audience. Notwithſtanding, hear me, that 
« you may know, that you not only maintain a 
« war againſt the Romans, but alſo againſt God. 
« Nechae, who was then king over the /Zgypri- 
« ans, and the fame who was called Pharaoh, 
made a deſcent with an infinite army, and 
© took away queen Sarta, rhe mother of our na- 
tion. What was the conſequence upon this 
action, or what did our foretather Abram do 
t upon it? Did he take up arms to revenge the 
c affront upon the author of the injury, when he 
« had three hundred and fourfcore officers under 


his command, and an infinite number of men 
e under each of theſe? . Or did he value the 


« Agyptians as nothing, when he found that 
God was againſt him, or, with ſtretched out 
arms to this place, 'which you have polluted, 
call the invincible aſſiſter to maintain his cauſe ? 
Was not the queen ſent back to her husband 
the ſecond night, untouch'd and undefil'd? 
And did not the Agyptian, adoring the place 
which you have polluted with the nation's 


© blood, and terrified with nocturnal appariti- 


© ons in his dreams, fly away, after he had giv- 
© en preſents of gold and ſilver to the Fews, the 
© beloved people of God? Shall I bury: in ſi- 
© lence, or tell the migration of our foretathers 
into Agynt, were flaves for forty years roge- 
© ther to tyrants and foreign kings, when they 
could both with arms and hands have vindicat- 
ed their dithonour, left themſelves to the pro- 

© rection of God, in order that he might punith 
© tne injuries they had ſuitained? Who is there 
that is acquainted how Agypt abounded with 
f {ſavage creatures, and was viſited with diffe- 
* rent diſtempers, even to death itfelt ; how the 
land produced no fruits; how Mie wanted 
* water, how there was a ſucceſſion of ten pla- 
* gues, and how our anceſtors were conducted 
* thence with a ſafeguard, without blood, and 
© without danger, by the hand of God, for the 
future ſervice of his remple? Did no Paleſtine, 
* and the image of Dagon, groan for our holy 
ark which the A Hrians raviſh'd away by 
wolence? Did not the whole nation of thoſe 
ho took it away mourn thereupon? Did not 
their privy parts fall from them, and theit 
' dowels, and the meats they had eaten, flip 
crangh? and did not they bring it back with 
„ *xcrllegious hands, attended with the ſounds 
of Cymbals and drums, and other expiatory 
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4 * | 
* means, to make ſatisfaction for the violated 
* ark? *T was God, by whoſe providence theſe 
things were performed for the ſakes of our 
* foretathers; who, therefore, without having 
© recourſe to the force of arms, ſubmitred their 
injuries to his almighty determination. Did 
© Sennacherib, King of the Afſyrians, when he 
* marched at the head of all A/a, and inveſted 
this city with his numerous army, fall by the 
hands of man? Did not the Fews keep quiet 
* from arms, and appear in God's ſacred houſe, 
* and an angel of Godin one night deſtroyed an 
infinite army, and, when the Aſſyrians roſe 
* the next day, did not he find an hundred and 
* eighty five thouſand dead, and did he not fly 
with the reſt of his ti oops from the Hebrews, 
* who were not only unarmed, but alſo did not 
* ſo much as offer to chaſe him? But this is not 
all: You are no ſtrangers to the Babylonijh 
* captivity, where the people remaining rhree- 
© ſcore and ten years in ſervitude, did not ob- 
* taln their liberty, till Cyrus by edit granted 
* 1t, in honour of the ſupreme God. *Twas he 
that brought them out of their bondage, and 
* they became again ſupplicants to their great 


© reliever, In ſhort, nothing can be related 


* which our forefarhers have proſperouſſy manag- 
©ed with their arms; nor is there any thing 
© which they have not obtained from God with- 
© out the force of weapons. When they ſtay*d 
© at home, victory ſtood for them, as the arbi- 
ter of their cauſe thought fir, and when they 
vient out to battle their hopes were fruſtrated 
« perpetually, When the king of Baby/ on laid 
« fiege to this city, Sedachias, our king, in op- 
« potition to ſome part of Hieremias's predic- 
tion, would engage him, but happened to be 
« taken priſoner himſelf; and ro be a mournful 
« ſpectator of the ſacking both the Eity and tem- 
ple: Though he was a king much ſuperior to 
any of your generals, and his people much 
« juiter and moderate than you are. Yet neither 
« the King nor the people put Hreremias to death, 
« tho' he propheſied aloud that God hated them 
« for their tranſgreſſions againſt him, and that 
« the city would be taken if they did not ſur- 
« render it. But you (not ti ment ion your deeds 
* within this city, for F ganget with ſufficient 
juſtice expoſe your baſeneſs) abuſe and ſhoot 
© at me, who only endeavour to perſuade you 
* for your good and welfare, being enraged that 
© I remind you of your errors and miſtaks, and 
out of humour to bear being told of thoſe 
« things, which, in reality, you commit every day. 
When Antiochus, ſurnamed Epiphanes, who 
« baſely diſhonour'd the majeſty and name of 
© God, puſh'd on a vigorous fiege againſt this 
© city, our anceſtors marched out in arms, but 
« were ſhamefully ſlain in battle, the city was 


© taken by the enemy, and the ſacred houſe 


© made deſolate for three years and {ix months. 
© And to what purpoſe ſhould I recite more? 
© Whoexcited the Romans to undertake a cam- 
© paign againſt the nations of the Jes? Say, 


* was it not owing to the impiety of the natives? 


Whence began we to be flaves? Was it not 
* from the ſedition of our anceſtors, when the 
fury of Ariſtobulas and Hyrcants and the diſ- 
© pute berween them, brought Pompey to our 
© city, and made God ſubject thoſe unworthy 
© of liberty to the Roman yoke, After harig 
| | N24 
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held out the fiege fix months, they ſurrender- 
* ed, without having committed ſuch flagrant 
© abuſes as you have done againſt rhe temple 
© and the laws of your country; and they, more- 
© over, had greater aids and ſucceſſors to main- 
© rain the war, than you have, Are we ſtran- 
* gers to the death of Antigonus, fon of Ariſto- 
* bulus, upon whoſe acceſſion to the kingdom 
the People breaking out again into their vile 
© courſes, brought down upon them the reſent- 
© ment of God, who punithed them with a ſe- 
* cond captivity? Add, to this, Herod, ſon of 
* Antipater, brought down %, and Ss 
© came with a Riman army; theſe inveſted the 
© city, and for fix months the Zews were be- 
© fieged; at laſt, as a puniſhment for their ot- 
© fences, the city was taken by the enemy. So 
© that the nation never had the tavour allowed 
© them, of ſucceeding proſperouſly by force of 
«arms, For it's out of queſtion that a ſtorm 
© brings after ic deſtruction. Wheretore, in my 
opinton, your butineſs is, who are 1n poſſeſſion 
ot the ſacred places, to leave the ultimate de- 
termination of all things to Go, and only 
then to deſpiſe human torce, when you flatter 
yourſelves with any certainty char God is on 
your fide. Say, what have you done in obe- 
dience to any of thoſe duties which your legi- 
ſlator has approved, or what have you neg- 
lected to perform of thoſe things which he 
hath prohibited? How much greater is your 
impiety than theirs, who have been doomed 
to a ſudden ruin? You have. not ſcrupled at 
the commiſſion of ſecret vices, ſuch as theft, 
treachery, and adultery ; but you have ſet up 
among yourſelves a ſort of contention 1n the 
perpetration of murther, and ſpoil, and have 
invented new ways of wickedneſs. Lhe holy 
temple is made a receptacle for all, without 
diſtinction, and the ſacred place has been pol- 
luted with thechands of the natives, which 
the Romans adored at a diſtance, who have 
derogated much through our law from their 
own inſtitutions. And can you expect to find 
him for your helper, againit whom you have 
been ſo impious? Be ic fo with all my heart, 
and be you worthy ſupplicants, and pray to 


the helper, with the ſame pure hands, as our 


« king did againſt the Aſſyrian, when God ſub- 


« dued in one night his army. But do the Ro- 


© hans commit the ſame things as the AHyrians 
did, that you can pretend to hope tor the 
© like revenge? Did not he receive a ſum of 
© money from our king to ſpare ſacking the ci- 
« ty? Did he then, iniringe his oath, and burn 
the temple 2 The Romans, on the other hand, 
© demand a ſolemn tribute, which our anceſtors 
© conſtantly paid to their progenitors. And if 
they obtain this, they have no thoughts of do- 
ing any ſurther damage to the city, or touch- 
© ing any thing at all in the temple. They 
* orent you, above other privileges, to have 
© free families among you, every one to enjoy 
his on poſſeſſions, and ſuffer you to preſerve 
your laws facred and unviolated. Tis mad- 
© nefs, certainly, torhope that God will be to 
the juſt what he has ſhewn himſelf to the un- 
juſt; eſpecially, who knows immediately how 
to revenge himſelf when a fit opportunity calls 
© for it. Thus he puniſhed the Mhrians the 
very firſt night they encamped before the city; 
© ſo that if he thought our ſons worthy ot liber- 
* ry, or the Rewans deſerving of puniſhment, 
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© he would have fallen upon them, as he did 
© upon the AHrians, the moment Pompey be- 
a gan his hoſtilities, when Sue made his deſ- 
* cent after him, when Veſpaſian ravaged Gal. 
lee, and now, when Titus inveſts the city. 
But neither the great Pompey, or Sous, ſuf. 
* fered in the leaſt; victory inclined on their 
* (ides, and the city was twice taken; and Ve/ 
* pa/ran hath gained an empire from the war he 
maintained againſt us. Nor is this all; plenti- 
* fuller fountains flow for the uſe of Titus, which 
© before dried up againſt us: For you are not 
ignorant, that, before his coming, before g- 
* /oa and all the ſprings without the city, were 
* ſo ſcarce of water, that it was ſold by the 
: _ But now they encreaſe ſo plentifully 
© for the uſe of your enemies, that there is not 
* only ſufficient for them, and their carriage. 
* beaſts, but alto for watering the gardens. This 
is a prodigy waich your anceſtors experienced 
long ago in the. deſtruction of the city, when 
* the aforeſaid Bavyy/onian made his expedition, 
took the City, and laid the temple in aſhes; 


though 1 am pertnaded, the tranſgreſſions of 


the .z//jr14a45 were not of ſo black a dye as 
* thoſe you thew yourſelves guilty of at this day, 
* which makes me think God hath entirely a- 
* bandoned his ſacred houſe, and gone over to 
the Romans, againſt whom you preſume to 
fight. But a good man will avoid a bad houſe 
and the domeſticks in it: Do you therefore 
* think that God eſpouſes your cauſe, or inha- 
bits among men of ſuch impious principles, 
* who ſees every thing though ſhaded over in 


© the thickeſt darkneſs, and hears every thing 


though tranſacted with the deepeſt ſilence? 
What is there that you endeayour to hide, 
© or what 1s that your enemies do not know? 
© You maketriumphs out of your wicked actions, 
© and ſtrive every day who ſhall appear worſt, 
and ſer baſeneſs and vice to be gazed at in 
* the room of virtue. Notwithſtanding, there 
© is a way ſtill left for you to ſave yourſelves, 
© it you will lay hold of the opportuaity : And 
© God will readily reconcile himſelf to thoſe 
* who confeſs their errors, and repent of them. 
© Oh! hard-hearted, throw away your arms, 
* and let ſhame ſeize you for your country, on 
© the point of utter deſtruction. Turn your 
© eyes around and look upon the beauty and 
© ſplendor of that place you are all this while 
« betraying ; what a City, what a temple, what 
© rich donations, the ample gifts of many na- 
© tions! Who proves the firſt to lay fire to them? 


Who wiſhes that they had never been? And 


© what deſerves better ro be preſerved than 
© theſe ? Oh! hard-hearted and more ſtupid than 
© ſtones? If you do not diſcern clearly into theſe 
© things, have pity at leaſt on your countrymen, 
© and your ſons, wives and parents, ſtand in the 
© fight of each, who will ſoon be deſtroyed ei- 
© ther by the war or the famine; I am perſuade 

© that my mother, wife, and family were of ne 
© mean deſcent, and which made a figure former- 
© ly, will be expoſed to one common danger ue 

©thereſt: And it may be thought very like 7 
© thatT have preſumed to give this my advice on 
© that account. Put them to death, take Wy 
© blood as the ranſom for your ſafety and v5; 
For my part, I am ready to ſacrifice My f 

© ro death, provided my cataſtrophe . 


. . | u 
© be any means to make you wiſe for tde u- 
ture.“ 
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How Sarde the People were ready to fly over.to the Romans. The.calamities they. 
were expoſed to, who. endured the Famine, and the Adverſities conſequent thereupon. 


O SEP HUYS delivering theſe. words with 


a vaſt emotion of concern, and a flood of 
rears, the ſeditious neither gave any attention 


to them, nor could flatter. themſelves that any. 
change would be to. their advantage: Howe- 
yer, the people had ſentiments of flying over 
to the Romans. Some ſold their effects for 
trifles, while others ſwallow'd down their more 
valuable things, ſuch as were made of gold, to 
prevent there being taken from them. When 
they were got over to the Romans, they vo- 
mited the things up again, and ſo had ſuffici- 


ent to provide them with ſuch neceſſaries as 


they wanted. Titus diſperſed them through- 
out the country to places every one fancied ; 
and what incited them the more to this revolt, 
was, that they conſidered they ſhould be clear 
from any inteſtine calamities, and from being 
{laves to the Romans. Fohn's and Simon's. parti- 
zans were far more induſtrious to guard againſt 
the going out of theſe renegades, than the co- 


ming in of the Romans, and he was certainly 


to ſuffer death who but gave the ſlighteſt ſha- 
dow of ſuſpicion. | 


But the wealthier ſort found it equally fatal 


for them? to ſtay ;.for their riches were made a 


pretence to put them to death, as though their 
deſigns had really been to go over to the e- 


nemy. The madneſs and frantick diſpoſition 
of the ſeditious augmented as the famine iu- 
creaſed, and both thoſe cruel ills enlarg'd more 


and more every day: There was no ſuch thing 
as any corn publickly to be ſeen in any place, 
the ſeditious broke open and ſearched the hou- 
ſes for ſome, and if they happened to find any, 
they miſerably ſcourged thoſe in the houſes, as 


though they had denied they had any: On the 


other hand, if they found none, they put the 
people to the queſtion, pretending they in- 
duſtriouſly concealed it from them. But the 
bodies of the miſerable inhabitants were proof 
enough whether they had proviſions or no ; if 


they found any that till preſerved a good con- 


ſtitution, they concluded from thence that 
they had ſtore of proviſions ſtill left by them: 
But thoſe who were begun to wear away, had 
the fortune to be paſſed over: For they judg'd 
It irrational to offer to kill thoſe: who were on 
the point of periſning through want. Many 
for a ſingle meaſure of corn exchanged all the 
effects they had: This was done by the rich ; 
but the poor bartered what they had for one 
of barley, Some concealed themſelves in the 
inmoſt apartments of their houſes, and forced, 


through extreme hunger, contentedly eat the 


corn without grinding it; while others made 
emſelves bread, as neceſſity and fear prompt- 
c them, There was no. regular table ſeen 


ns, but exceſs of hunger compelled them 


> match the victuals, when raw, from the 


te, and gteedily devour it. 
0, 62 


The meats they fed upon deſerved: compaſ- 
ſion, and were a ſight that could well demand 
tears: The ſtronger having a more than equal 
dividend, and the weaker being left to ſooth 
their hard condition in the beſt manner they 
could. Every affection of the mind was tri- 
umphed over by the famine, but none ſo much 
as modeſty felt the weight of the victory: 
For what in other reſpects may be thought 
worthy of honour, famine, and the cruel hun- 
ger that raged, entirely diſtegarded it; for, to 


inſtance ſome particulars, wives ſnatched the 


meat from their husbands, ſons from their fa- 
thers, and, what was the moſt miſerable ſight 
of all, mothers pulled it out of the mouths of 


their children, and were not aſhamed to rob 


them, as they pined away in their arms, of 
thoſe drops of milk which were detigned to 


Preſerve them. While they ted themſelves in 


this manner, the methods they took to do it 
could not be carried on in ſecret : The ſedi- 


tious watched in every corner to pillage and 


rob them; tor in what corner ſoever they ſaw 


a houſe ſhut, *rwas a ſufficient diſcovery to 


make them ſuſpe& the people within were at 
victuals They preſently broke open the doors, 
ruſn'd in, and pulled the chewed pieces of meat 
out of their mouths. They beat the old men 
who preſumed to hold their meat faſt, and 
dragged the women by the hair of the head, 
who hid what they had in their hands. "There 
was no compaſſion ſor grey hairs, or pity for 
intants ; but they took up the children aloft in 
their hands, and daſh'd them againſt the ground, 


as they hung eagerly over their meat. If any 


prevented their breaking in upon them, and 
had ſwallowed down what they judg*d they 
came to take from them, in ſuch caſe, they met 
with feverer treatment, under a prerence they 
had been injured by them. But this was not 


all ; they invented ſeveral kinds of torments 


to find out where the meat was, by probing 
the paſſage of the privities with ſmall twigs, 
and. thruſting ſharp ſtakes up the fundament. 
In order to make them diſcover one loaf of 
bread, or produce an handful of bran, that had 
been hid, they put them to ſuch exquiſite pains, 
which are extremely ſhocking to be heard. 
Mean while theſe tormentors were not in the 
leaſt expoſed to the famine, eſteeming it leſs 


cruel to commit theſe barbarities, when forced 


thereto by neceſſity; but their deſign was, to 
confirm their buldneſs by uſing themſelves to 
meaſures of this cruel kind, and get them vic- 
tuals for ſeveral days ſubſiſtance. It any tound 
an opportunity in the night time to creep pri- 
vately to the Roman ſtations, for the ſake of 
gathering wild olives or graſs, they were cer- 
tain to meet them, when they fancied them- 
ſelves out of the reach of their enemies, and 
rob them of every thing they had : And not- 
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withſtanding the many intreaties they uſed, and 
the ſeveral times they begged by the tremen- 
dous name of God, to allow them a part of 
what they had obtained with imminent danger 
to their perſons, yet they would give them no- 
thing. And they might think themſelves high- 
ly honoured, that they were not both robbed 
and killed too. e | 

Theſe were the hardſhips the poorer ſort 
ſuſtained from thoſe who ſtiled themſelves war- 
riors : The tyrants commanded the more ho- 
nourable and wealthy to be brought before 
them, ſome of whom were put to death under 
falſe accuſations of conſpiring againſt them ; 
and others, under pretence of having intentions 
to betray the city into the hands of the Ro- 


mans. The teadieſt handle for this, was to 


procure a ſuborned witneſs to ſay that they had 
reſolved to revolt. Whomſoever Simon ſtrip- 

d, he was remitted to John ; and whomſo- 
ever John pillaged, Simon was ſure to have 


him : So that they drank the blood of their 
_ countrymen between them, and, by turns, di- 


vided the bodies of the miſerable Fews. The 
diſſention between them was owing to the in- 
ſatiable deſire of rule, which both ſtrenuouſly 
entertained. This was heighten'd by their a- 
greement in wickedneſs; for he who claimed 
the whole ſpoil to himſelf, and did not allot a 


Book V. 


ſhare to the other of the plunder he made out 


of his neighbours, was eſteemed ſingularly baſe, 


and he, who did not receive his part, grieved as 
though he had defired ſomething of good, and 
part of by his cruelty had been kept from him. 

But tis impoſſible to recount all their ini- 
quities particularly: I may aſſert compendi- 


| ouſly, that there never was another city that 


ſuffered ſuch calamities, nor a race of men 
from the beginning of the world, that plunged 


itſelt into worſe crimes: It was reproached a- 


gainſt the nation of the eus, that the Hebrews 
were leſs cruel to foreigners than themſelves; 
and themſelves confeſs'd, as the truth really 


was, that they wete ſlaves, ſtrangers, baſtards, 
and abortively produced. Themſelves were 


the ruin of their city, and compelled the Ro- 


mans, againſt themſelves, to aſcribe ſo mourn- 


ful a victory to their ſide; and were the cauſe 
of drawing the fire into the temple, which o- 
therwiſe proceeded ſlowly of itſelf: For when 


they ſaw from the higher city the lower part 


in a blaze, they neither ſeemed concerned, or 
ſo much as ſhed a tear about it, both which the 


Romans are known to have done. But we ſhall 


take an opportunity in the ſequel to ſpeak of 
theſe things, when we come to deſcribe and 
treat of the facts themſelves, Den 


. 


How the Jews were crucified before the Walls, Of 


Jews threw down the Roman Engines. 


T'! TUS's mounts were carried on, in ſpite of 
all the oppoſition his ſoldiers met with 
from the walls. He ſent a party of horſe with 
orders to lie in ambuſcade in the vallies for 
thoſe who came out to get proviſions. There 
were ſome of the warriors among theſe, who 
could not content themſelves with the depre- 
dations they made in the city ; but the more 
conſiderable part conſiſted of the poor people, 
who, fearing to loſe what they had, were de= 
terr*d from going over to the Romans. They 
could not bring themſelves to hope that the ſe- 
ditious could get privately off with their wives 
and children; and to leave them behind to the 


power of the miſcreants, to have their throats 


cut, was a circumſtance they could not bear: 
The famine, indeed, made them the bolder to 
go out, and nothing remained bur their pri- 
vately going out and falling into the hands of 


their enemies. Being taken in the ambuſcade, 
neceſſity obliged them to make reſiſtance for 


fear of puniſhment : For they thought it no 
time to petition, after they had ſhewn them- 
ſelves in battle. Thus they were cruelly 
ſcourged, and before death doom'd to various 
and exquiſite torments, being faſtened up 
to croſſes before the walls. Titus judged this 
a miſerable way of procedure, when five hun- 
dred and more were every day taken of the 
Jews. However, he thought it not prudent 
or fate, to let thoſe go whom he had taken by 
jorcible means, and conclude, that ſuch a nu- 


merous multitude would be a ſafeguard. to his 
own men. He was no ways againſt having em 
crucified, as he hoped the ſight of them would 


in ſeeming likelihood make the others ſurren- 


der, and think they ſhould ſuffer the ſame tor- 
ments, did not they do fo. The Romans faſt- 
ened the captives to croſſes to gratify either 
their reſentment or hatred; and, to jeer them, 
tormented them after ſeveral ways: And the 
multitude was ſo numerous, that there was not 
ſufficient room for the croſſes to ſtand on, or 
croſſes equal to the number of bodies. 


But ſo far was this miſerable ſcene from af- 


fecting the minds of the ſeditious, in order to 
make them lay aſide their obſtinacy, that they 
openly pretended the contrary to the reſt of 
the multitude. Having dragged the relations 
of the deſerters to the walls, and thoſe of the 
people who were inclin'd to favour the Romans, 
they ſhewed them what ſufferings they were 


expoſed to who had fled over to the Romans, 


and told them, that they who had been taken 
were not captives, but only ſuppliants. This 
made ſeveral, who wanted to get away, Keep 


cloſe within the walls, till they anderſtood the 


truth of the matter; ſome herenpon ran out 
immediately, as though to a real puniſhment, 
eſteeming death, which the Romans inflicted, a 
kind of reſt, it compared to the famine. After 
Titus had commanded the hands of ſeveral of 
the fugitives to be cut off, ro remove the ſuſ- 


picion of their being deſerters, and make their 
misfortunes 


Antiochus Epiphanes. | How the 
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Book: 
misfortunesobtain credit to their words, he ſent 
them back to Fohn and Simon, © With admoni- 
tions that they would ceaſe from their obſti- 
nacy, and not force him upon the deſtruction 
of rheir city, but change their minds, where- 
by they might ſave their lives, fo fine a coun- 
try, and a temple that was ſuperior to all 
others.“ At the ſame inſtant he urged on 
his workmen, by marching round the mounts, 
as though his reſolution was to follow his 
words with deeds very quickly. But the re- 
turn he had was reproaches caſt at himſelt and 
his father, from thoſe who ſtood upon the walls. 
« They proclaimed aloud, that death was a 
« circumitance they deſpiſed (rather deſiring to 
« ſuffer it than be made ſlaves,) and that while 
they had breath they would ſuſtain all the 
« diſaſtets the Romans could bring upon them, 
that they had little conſideration about their 
country, as they were ſoon to periſh, accord- 
ing to his words, and that the world was 
« better to God than their temple. However, 
that he would preſerve it who reſided within 
it, whom they took for their helper, and 
© therefore derided his menaces, and wanted 
© proofs and real actions; for that God was 
the diſpoſer of the event of things.“ Thus 
did they roar aloud, and caſt their malicious 
and opprobrious language at the Romans. 
Mean time arrived Antiochus Epiphanes, at 
the head of a company of Macedonians, and a 
numerous body of other forces; the Macedo- 


Es. , -w . 


nians were of equal age, tall, and a little paſt 


the degree of ſtripplings; they were armed af- 
ter the Macedonian manner, and trained up in 
the military ſcience, whence they derived their 
name, but could not equal in all points the 
reputation of their nation. It happened, before 
fortune changed ſides, for the King of Coma- 
gena to be the happieſt prince under the Roman 
dominion, He gave proof in the decline of 
his life, that none ought to be ſtiled happy be- 
fore death : However his ſon, who was now 
arrived, and in the vigour of his youth, ſaid, 
he was ſurprized what ſhould be the reaſon that 
made the Romans defer going up to the walls. 
The young gentleman was a ſoldier, and na- 


turally formed for high atchievements, and of 


ſuch bodily ſtrength, as made his courage ſel- 
dom miſcarry. Titus ſmiled at his words, and 
told him the labour was common ; whereupon 
he ruſhed forward with his Macedonians, and 


made a vigorous attack upon the walls. He 


trove to avoid the darts of the beſieged with 
all the force and skill he had, while himſelf 
ot at thoſe upon the walls: But the greateſt 
Part of his young Macedonians were cut off, 
the extravagant promiſes they had made riſin 

up in their minds, made them fight it out gal- 
lantly; but ſeveral at length being wounded, 
tew off, with this reflectlon, thar even real 


acedonians, if they would gain a victory, 


ſtood in need of Alexander's fortune. 
Ihe Romans began their mounts on the 
twelfth of the month Artemiſius, and finiſhed 
them on the twenty-ninth; ſo that ſeventeen 
za were conſumed about them, without any 
intermiſſion. Four very large ones were erect- 


one Was laid by the fifth legion at Anto- 
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nia, over- againſt the middle fiſh-pond, called 
Sruthia; another was built by the twelfth le- 


gion, abour twenty cubits diſtance from the 


other; but the tenth legion, which was at a 
conſiderable diſtance from theſe, was taken up 
on the eaſt ſide, and at the fiſn- pond called A- 
mygdalon, in raiſing mounts there: The fit- 


teenth legion was employ'd at the monument 
of John the prieſt, about thirty cubits from 

this laſt place. The engines were now placed; 
but John, by digging under all the. ſpace lying 


between Antonia and the mounts, and propping 


up the earth with ſtakes, put the Roman works 


into a tottering condition. Having thrown in a 
great quantity of wood, daub'd over with bi- 
tumen and pith, he ſet fire thereto; upon 
which, the ſtakes burning in two, the mine 


ſuddenly gave way, and the mounts, with a. 


prodigious crack, fell in upon it. A thick 
ſmoak preſently mixing with a cloud of duſt, 
flew upwards, for the fire was ſuffocated in the 
confuſed crack, but the flames immediately 
ſhewed themſelves, as ſoon as the matter, that 
preſs'd them down, was conſum'd. The unex- 


pected ſight of this accident put the Romans in 


amaze, and the dexterity of the contrivance 


caſt their minds down, They had even made 


themſelves believe they were on the point of 
bearing away the victory; but this ſudden miſ- 
chance quite damp'd the hopes they had en- 
tertain'd: And they thought it a needleſs 


piece of work to ſtrive to put out the fire, 
when, after they had extinguiſh'd it, they ſaw 


their mounts ſwallowed up. 

Two days after this, Simon and his party 
attacked the other works: The Romans had 
brought their helepoles to this quarter, and be- 
gun to ſhake the wall. One 7:phthezns, of the 
city Gar/s, in Galilee, and Megaſſarus, one of 


the royal ſervants of Mariamae, accompanied 


with Adiabenus, ſon of Nabatæus, who was 
called Chagrias from his condition, which word 
ſignifies lame, ſnatched up torches, and ſallied 


out upon the engines. In all the courſe of the 
war, there were none who ſallied out of the 


city upon the enemy with greater boldneſs, or 
more terror, than theſe men; for they ruſh'd 
out as If they had been going to join their 
friends, and not encounter a body of their ene- 
mies, they never ſo much as trembled, or de- 


layed, or offered to withdraw back ; but for- 


cing their paſſage with main violence through 
the midſt of the Romans, ſet fire to their en- 
gines. *Tis true, they were expoled to ſhow- 
ers of darts, and drawn ſwords all round 'em; 
but they did not make any attempts to get out 
of the danger that threaten'd them fill the 
flames had catch'd hold of the engines. When 
the Romans ſaw the fire mounting upwards, 
they ran in throngs out of their camp, in order 
to aſſiſt their engines; but the Fews from the 
walls ſtrove to hinder them, and fought hand 
to hand with thoſe who vent to put out the 
fire, all the time expoſing their bodies to all 
manner of dangers. The Romans ſtrove to 
draw away their rams from the fire, after their 
coverings were burnt: The Fews, on the o- 
ther hand, endeavoured to retain them where 
they were; and though the iron about them 
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ing the fire. Now as the caſe ſtood, and no- 
thing but flames blazed round the Romans, 
they deſpairing of ſaving their engines, with- 
drew to their camp ; but the Fews ſhewed 
themſelves the more vehement, as their number 
every minute increaſed, by continual ſupplies 
running to them out of the ciry: Victory gi- 
ving them hopes, they ſallied out ina vaſt bo- 
dy, and, reaching the very fortifications of the 
enemy's camp, attacked the centinels that 
guarded it. Theſe are a ſtation of armed men 
before the camp, who ſucceed one another by 
turns, and the orders of the Romans among 
them are very ſevere, which puniſh with death 
him who moves from his poſt on any pretence 
whatſoever. Theſe men, 3 a glorious 
death to a capital puniſhment, ſtood their 
ground, and many who were going to fly a- 
way, ſeeing their valour, faced about and join'd 
them. Atter they had diſpoſed rheir ſcorpions 
upon their rampart, they beat back the mult1- 
tude that came out of the city, who were 
wholly unprovided with any thing. either for 
the ſecurity or defence of their bodies. The 
Fews, indeed, fell upon all they met; and 
raſhly expoſing their bodies to their enemy's 
darts, engaged them; but the ſuperiority they 
gained was not ſo much owing to what they 
did, as to what they boldly attempred : And 


the Romans ſuffered more from this inconcerted 


preſumption of the Jews, than from any real 
damage they ſuſtained. 


Fravivs JostenAUS 


was burning hot when they catch'd hold, they 
would not let them go. Twas from theſe that 
the fire got to the works, and deprived thoſe 
who came to lend their aſſiſtance, from quench- 


his friend or enemy. 


take the city. 


Book V. 


But Titus was now returned from Antonia, 
whither he had gone by himſelf, in order to 
find out a convenient place for other mounts: 
He reprimanded his ſoldiers warmly, for en- 
dangering themſelves on their own ramparts, 
after they had been in poſſeſſion of the enemy's 
walls, and for letting the eus, as it were, out 
of priſon againſt them, and ſuffering themſelves 
to undergo the fortune of men beſieged: After 
which he fell on one fide of them with a 
choice party of his men, The fury of the 
Romans being levelled directly in the faces of 


the Fews,. they couragiouſiy oppoſed Titus, 


and maintained the charge with bravery. When 
both ſides mixed; a thick duſt blinded their 
eyes, and prodigious ſhouts drown*d their hear- 
ing, inſomuch, that no one could tell who was 
When the Romans found 
that the reſiſtance made by the Fews was not 
ſo much to be attributed to force of ſtrength, 
as to the deſpair they entertained of their 


lives, they became more beld from an awful 


ſenſe of the victory, from the triumph of their 


arms, and from Cæſar's expoſing himſelf to dan- 


ger before their faces: So that I am apt to 
think, the prodigious courage of the Romans 


had diſpatched all the Fews entirely, had not 


declining the battle prevented them, and the 
beſieged withdrawn into the city. The Romans 
were extremely concerned for the ruin of their 
wor ks, and could not help ſhewing their regret 
for loſing in one hour what they had been at 
ſo much pains about: And many could not flat- 
ter themſelves with any hopes that the engines 
they then had in uſe would prove ſufficient to 


C HA P. III. 


Titus reſolves to carry 4 Wall en the City; which makes the Frmine rage er- 
tremely in every Houſe and Family. tn, 


17 TUS, upon this, called a council of 


war to deliberate on the poſture of his 
affairs, and what meaſures were expedient to 
be raken. The more violent were for drawing 
up all his forces, and making a general aſſault 
upon the walls, becauſe the Fews had only en- 
countered as yet with a part of his army, and 
for that reaſon, if they were all to come up 
together, it would be impoſſible for the Fews 
to abide the ſhock; for the vaſt ſhowers of 
darts would quite over-power them. Of the 
more prudent number, ſome adviſed the raiſing 
of other mounts, while others were for fitting 
ſtill without them, watching only the fallying 
out of the beſieged, cutting off their provi- 
ſions, leaving the city to the conſequences of 
the famine, and not any way engaging with the 
enemy; for that it was meer infatuation to 
think of fighting with deſperate men, who were 
reſolved to ſacritice their hves at any rate, and 
that a crueller death waited for them than by 
the point of the ſword. Notwithſtanding theſe 
plauſible remonſtrances, Titus could not be in- 
duced to believe it ſquared with his honour al- 
together, to fit idle with ſo numerous an, army 


about him: To engage them was thought need- 
lefs, who were reſolved to deſtroy themſelves; 
and to go about erecting other mounts in the 
midſt of ſuch ſcarcity of materials, was an en- 
terprize that would be attended with unfore- 
ſeen difficulties: And laſtly, to obſerve their 
ſallying out, preſented more inconveniences 
than all the reft : Neither was it an affair of 


ſlight conſequence to inveſt the city, becauſe of 


its amplitude and impervious places, and to 
offer at aſſaults carried much danger in it. That 
if they poſted guards in all the open ways, ne- 
ceflity, and the knowledge the cus had in the 
nature of the ground, would make the beſieg d 
invent ſecret ways to countermine their deſigns: 
And if they went about ſecret meaſures, the 
ſiege would probably be deferred for ſome time 
longer, and it was to be feared that length 0 
time would take from the honour of the vic- 
tory. That every thing might be obtained this 
way, but twas diſpatch that heightened the 
glory of an action. That they ought, provi” 
ded they had a mind to uſe diſpatch, and eu 
themſelves at the ſame time, to build a wal 


round the city, which would be. an how 
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way to hinder the beſieg'd from coming out, 
and ſtop up all paſlages ; that rhe Jews, being 
reduced by ſuch a method to deſpair of every 
thing, would either ſurrender the city, or pin- 
ched with the ſamine, give them an eaſy op- 
ortunity to take them: That this way would 
afford him time to fir ſtill, or raiſe new bat- 
teries, as he would have to deal with an enemy 
too weak to give him reſiſtance. That if any 
one thought it a vaſt undertaking, and attended 
with difficulties to carry it through, he ought 
to conſider, that it became the Romans to turn 
their hands from trifling attempts, and that the 
proſecution of great things, unleſs to God him- 
ſelf, was attended with much labour and difh- 
culty to every one, ä 5 5 
Titus gaining upon his officers by theſe 
words, commanded them to diſtribute the for- 
ces towards carrying on the work. A certain 
divine impulſe preſently warmed the ſoldiers ; 


the circumference of the city was inſtantly di- 


vided into ſhares: Whercupon, not only the 
legions, bur the {ſeparate companies in them, 
contended who could perform the moſt: The 
common ſoldier ſtrove to pleaſe the decurion, 
the decurion the centurion, and he the tribune; 
the tribunes in their places endeavoured to out- 
ſtrip the higher officers, and the higher officers, 
by their mutual alacrity, gained the affection 
and kindnefs of Cz/ar, who ſeveral times a-day 
would walk among the workmen, and ſee how 
marters went on. The wall began from the 
place called the ian tents, where his camp 
was, and reached along to the lower Cænopolis, 
and from thence went by Gedro# to the mount 
of olives, then bending ſouthward, it took in 
the mountain as far as the rock called Periſte- 
renos, and the adjoining hill, hanging over the 
valley near Siloa; then turning weſtward, it 
ran as far as the valley of the Fountain, from 
which place riſing to the monument of Ananus 
the prieſt, and taking the mountain where 
Pompey formerly encamped, it returned north- 
ward, and, ſtretching on to the village named 
Erebint hos, and atterwards taking in Herod's 
monument eaſtward, he joined it to his camp, 
where he had begun. This wall was nine and 
thirty furlongs in circumference, and thirteen 
fortreſſes were raiſed before it, taking up ten 
furlongs in circumference. *Twas all finiſhed 
in three days time, but might ſeem to have 
been a month in building; and the diſpatch it 
was carried on with may be thought incredible. 
Thus was the city hemmed in with this wall, 
and guards thrown into the thirteen fortreſſes. 
Titus himſelf undertook to go about the firſt 
watch, and ſee how things were managed; the 
ccond was committed to the care of Alexander, 
and the third to the officers of the legions. 
The watch had their appointments of reſt by 
turns, and all the night went their rounds over 
the paces lying between the fortreſſes. 
hen the Fews found themſelves depriv'd 
ot going out, all manner of hope of ſaving 
themſelves left them; beſides, the famine now 
raged in a terrible manner in every honſe and 
amily, and miſerably deſtroyed the people. 
Houſes were full of women, and children pe- 


hed with hunger, and the narrow places 
No, 63 


crammed with the dead bodies of antient men. 
Children and youth, ſwollen with the famine, 
walked like ghoſts through the ſtreets, and fell 
down whereſoever the contagion ſeized them. 
4 his was not all: The ſick had not ſtrength to 
bury the bodies of their relations; and they 
who had ſtrength enough to continue firm and 


hale, were deterred from giving them funeral 


honours, both on account of the vaſt number 
of dead, and the uncertain hopes they had of 
their own lives. Several in the very act of 
interring others, fell down dead themſelves: 
Many, before the fatal hour came, haſtened to 
their graves, and there died. Let for all 
theſe miſerable ſcenes of diſtreſs, no complaints 
or lamentations were heard, but theſe motives 


of the mind were baniſhed by the famine. 


They who yet continued with difficulty to 
draw their breach, looked with dry eyes upon 
thoſe who were dead, and enjoyed reſt. A 
melancholy and deep ſilence, and innumerable 
ſcenes of death, preſented themſelves in every 
corner of the city, yet the violent proceedings 


of the ſeditious and miſcreant robber, were 


more terrible than all theſe: After they had 
dug open the houſes which had been converted 
into burying places, they rifled the dead bodies, 
and having tripped "them of their coverings, 
came out laughing. To give full ſcope to their 
malice, they tried the points of their ſwords 
upon the very carcaſſes, and, if they ſaw any 


lying on the ground, ready to expire, they 


ran them through, to experience what metal 
the blades were made of. It any begged them 
to lend them an hand or a ſword, they arro- 
gantly refuſed them, and left them to be worn 
to death by the famine. All, as they were gi- 
ving up the ghoſt, looked upon the temple 
with fixed eyes, when they found they muſt 
leave the ſeditious behind them. Theſe ar 


firſt ordered the dead to be buried at the pub- 


lick expence, when they could no longer bear 
the ſtench that iſſued from the carcaſſes; but 


afterwards, when the money proved inſufficient 


to defray the expence, they threw them from 
the walls into the deep vallies underneath. 
Titus, by chance, was walking round the 
walls, and came to ſee the vallies filled with 
the dead bodies, and a deep flood of gore, with 
innumerable carcaſſes floating in it: He fetched 
a vaſt ſigh at the miſerable ſpectacle, and, 
with up-lifted hands, called the moſt high. 
God to witneſs that the deed did not belong to 
him. This was the melancholy caſe of the city 
at this time. The Romans, when none of the 
ſeditious offered to ſtir out (tor now their fouls 
were touched both with forrow and the fa— 
mine) appeared cheartul and glad, having a- 
bundance of corn and other neceſſaries brought 
them out of H Yi and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces: Many of them ttood betore the walls, 


and making boaſt of their plenty, but the more 


increaſed the hunger of the beſieged thereby, 
theſe misfortunes having no effect upon the ſe- 
ditious. Titus began to take compaſſion upon 
thoſe that remained of the people, and being 
deſirous to ſave out of the common danger 
ſomething at leaſt of what ſtill remained, be- 
gan to rebuild freſh; mounts, though ſurrounded 

8D with 


7 ' 1) 800 
6 41 (ED 
e 


1 
, 
j 
\ * 
þ 
* 
TW 
1 4 
1 
4. 
LU 
1 
a 1 0 
: "3 \ 

. 

. * 
Wa 

{ «1 

1 19 "1 

I'M Ti \ 
1 
, 4 

WO k 

i. N 

HP he 
J 54 * 
1 

L 
; [4 
: 
i 5 
CL 

4 5 
» * © 
10 bl 

1 
h 
I 
7 

10 R. 
2 5 
* * 
4 
1 ' 

1 p 

p 2 4 

9 
WY 

N S 
50 1 
. * 

7 = 1 

* 
U 1 
* 1 5 
F F 
D 7 
' f 
7 
u 

: 4 5 
4 N LH 
* U 

1 \ 
nh 1 

1 4 is. 

4 0 
4 

"ER 
4M 

T 54 4 A 
3» * 
* „ 1 Fo 
* 4 
1 
1 MD 
FR ame 
f TP 
1 

T, , 

* 1 5 

1 is © j 
W153 
* 0 
0 1 

* | 

"3 

1 

BID 
1 
3 l 
Nan 
* 

n 

14 Fe 

. i TY 
: by os # 

7 Th 

: 1 
. ©: 

ö 1 
1 
1 1 
* eo F 

$I 
1 
*T * 

, l # 
1 
Fo 
. N 
17 J. 

w 
iy : 

12 * 7 
7 , N 
1 ; 

1 $i 

TION - 

5 1 a. 
3 2 N 

1 

TH 2 a 21 
1 

1 

ii 
by 4 U 
VL wo 
1 

1418 

5 - JL 
2 
6 m4 
o. 1 
* 1 
88 
” th 
+; 
ag +4 
5 -14 
"2 
4,1 FU 

1 
en 

1 

FL. 

7 We 

1 PX 

_ „ * F 

LY - || fl 4 
I # : b 
1 

= : 1 Fd 
1 
4 * 4 

a 1 5 

: i . 

3 7.4 we... 
A f 1 

Ti 'Y 
£'Y 4 
: RG 
yh x q7 
8 . 
17 * 4 

39 4 
* . . 
54 i 

1 
: 
A 122 

„ 

3 
5 2 
„ 

y 1.5; 
9 kT : 
. " 
1 oy 

ap 

r x1 

4 Ps... 0% 

1 

_ 

| 41 
0 4 

i 

* 

1 j 

3+: I 1 
HY 
7 5+ 
263 ” tac 
1 

1 4 
. = 
4 = 

FE. . 
_ 

** 

7% 

x [] 
a» ny 

2 oor 

_ 
1 

1 
; =_—_ 

S 1 
4: Vs 

=» _- - 
+ 

ca Pa 

= 4 43% . 

; 404 
* 5 
189 

LH FiY 

44 1 
„ 
, 4 . 
, ; FJ 
. « 

WT . 
234 + 1 
i 1 

a #4 

4 Þ 3s 
a * $1 

* 187 
"3 Fy 

+427 

VT 

= $7 

. bs 

& * 

Fat 

2 vs of 44 

5 1% 
. 4 — 4 
* 4 C 
73-28 « 
* F 
1 
7. if 
$5, = 

"Tt . 
5 ** 
* CY 

i 
Fs 7 FJ 

* FY 
8 v4 4 

FRY 8 
oe 

, . 

3,44 1 

K 4, 

1 4 
C2 1 1 
C L \ 

155 $ þ 

E 1 

VE! 1 
* + 
Br X- 1 
4 

"IR 

3 2b 

* i 


7 5 
» 6-48 
4. * 
ö 6 
h . 
ot 
3 == 

7 Py 
4 * 
+: 
« 5 
7 4 
+4 
, M7 
TS bo 
'£4.% 
« it 
1%; F 
7) 38 
1 

8 


= 2 — 
A they 4 "9g . — — y - 
EI ICE — - 7 Es n W LA 


== no 7 2 . 
— 5 
5 r 
IST" His —— 
* wi 8 


22 IIs. 
Lge, * 
TE my : PT 
>" a a, 
- * >. 
* — = 
8 #44  — 
— Dn 
—— 1 


e 
n * L. Chin 


: 
* 
5 , 


698 


with difficulties in getting materials for them. 
For all the wood near the city had been cut 
down for the former mounts, and the ſoldiers 
were obliged now to fetch their ſtuff a matter 
of fourſcore and ten furlongs off, who raiſed 
before Antonia, and there only, four of larger 
dimenſions than the former. Cz/ar all the 
time walked among and viewed the workmen, 
as they went on, haſtening them to forward 
and diſpatch the buſineſs in hand; and ſhewed 
the ſeditious too plainly, that they could not 


Pd 


CHAP. 
A vaſt Slaughter and Sacrilege at Hieroſolyma. 


T length Matthias, who had been the 
main inſtrument in introducing Simon in- 
to the city, was pur to death with extreme 
torments, by the perſon he had thus befriended. 
This perſon was the ſon of Boethus, one of the 
prieſts, and in great credit and eſteem with the 
people, who, on the tyrannick behaviour of the 
zealots to the people, ht ſe party John had 
already eſpouſed, perſuaded them to receive 
Fi mon, in order to aſſiſt them, without having 
entered into any previous engagement with him 
about it, or diſtruſting in the leaſt any future 
ill conſequences. After he was got in, and had 
made ſure of the city, he looked upon Matthias 
and others as his enemies, who but adviſed him 
how to proceed, as though a piece of ſimplicity 
of mind had only prompted him to it. In 
fine, he was brought before him, and charged 
with favouring the Romans, for which he con- 
demned him to die, without allowing him any 
liberty to defend himſelf, and pronounced 
death at the ſame time over his three ſons ; 
the fourth having got away before to Titus. Mat- 
thias finding himſelt in this unhappy exigence, 
begged he might die before his ſons, and re- 
quired this favour for having opened the gates 
of the city to let him in; but Simon, to aug- 
ment his misfortunes, commanded him to be 
put to death the laſt. Accordingly, he was 
carried to a place that faced the Romans (ac- 
cording to the orders Simon had given Ananns, 
the fon of Banadus, who was the cruelleſt of 
all his guards), and there put to death upon 
his ſons, who had been flain before in his ſight, 
with this injunction, to obſerve whether any 
of thoſe he wanted to go over, offered to aſ- 
Aiſt him. His body was denied interment. 
Aſter theſe were removed out of the way, A. 
nanias the prieſt, fon of Maſambalus, a man 
of dignity, and Ariſteus of Ammans, ſcribe of 
the court, and fifteen other eminent perſons of 
the people, were put to death, Phey kept 
the father of Zo/ephas cloſe confined in priſon, 
and made proclamation by an herald, for none 
within the city to converſe with, or go to him 
there, for fear of betraying the city: And 
cvery one who made any complaints in com- 
pany with their fellow ſufferers, were, without 
any previous enquiry into the matter, put to 
death, 
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then eſcape him. But all this would not do: 
They were the only perſons that entertained 
no concern for their paſt actions; and, as tho? 
they had torn their ſouls from their bodies, 
made uſe of both as if they did not belong to 
them: For no ſhame or conſcientious reflection 
touched their ſouls, or grief their bodies, but, 
with an undiſtinguiſhed fury, they tore the bo- 
dies of the lower claſs of people like ſo many 
dogs, and filled the priſons with invalids. 


XIII. 


Judas, ſon of Judas, one of the captains of 
Simon's appointment, and who was entruſted 
with the defence of a certain tower, ſeeing how 
things were carried on, probably through ſome 
compaſſion to his countrymen, periſhing ſo mi- 
ſerably, but likelier to provide for himſelf, ha- 
ving got together ten perſons under his com- 
mand, whom he could confide in, ſaid to them, 
How long muſt we ſuffer theſe calamities ? 
Or what hopes of life have we in continuing 
duriful and faithful to this monſter ? Is not 
a cruel famine all this while deſtroying us, 
and the Romans almoſt within the city? Are 
the good deeds of Simon fo clear as to be 
depended upon? Do not we every moment 
fear to be punithed by him? And are not the 
Romans to be entruſted 2 Come, let us ſur- 
render the wall, and fo ſave both ourſelves 
and the city. Simon will ſuffer nothing by 
it, if, when he finds his caſe deſparate, he 
antedates his own puniſhment,” The ten 
readily embracing his words, he took care in 
the morning to ſend the reſt, under his com- 
mand, ſome to one place, and ſome to another, 
to hinder what they had been adviſing together 
about from taking wind; when about the third 
hour, he called to the Romans, ſome of whom 
did not mind him, and others diſtruſted the ſin- 
cerity of his deſign: But the general part did 
not care to enter into any action, concluding 
the city would ſoon be taken, without any ha- 
zard or danger. 7itus was thinking of going 
up to the wall attended with a guard of arm'd 
men about him; bur Sn found the ſcheme 
out firſt, and immediately ſeizing upon tbe 
tower, took the men, and put them to deari 
before the faces of the Romans, and then toſſed 
their mangled bodies over the walls. 

Mean time, as Fo/ephus was walking about 
the walls (for he ceaſed not to adviſe his coun- 
trymen to ſurrender), he received a blow of * 
ſtone upon his head, and fell down immediate! 
with the ſtun it gave him. The eus leci'g 
this, preſently ſallied out, and had certain 
dragged him into the city, had not Cæſur time! 
ſent a party of his men, and reſcued him. 
diſpute upon this ariſing, Fo/ephys was 6” 
ried off, without being ſenſible of the leaſt that 
was done. The ſeditious raiſed a vaſt ſhout 
as though he had been killed, whoſe lite of 
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ſo eagerly deſired. The report ran through 
the ty ſo, and the multitude that ſtill remain- 


ed were extremely concern'd, as believing he 


had been really killed, under whoſe protection 
they laid the ſcheme of their flight. When the 
mother of Foſephus, who was in priſon, came to 
hear that her ſon had been killed, ſhe told the 
Fotapatenes, who were her guards, that ſhe was 
very well aſſured it was ſo, and that ſhe ſhould 
never ſce him alive. She mourned privately 
among her maids, and ſaid, that was the fruit 
of her having borne a ſon, in being deprived 
from giving tuneral honours to him, from whom 
ſhe was in hopgs of having been buried her- 
ſelf, But this falſe report did not give her 
long uneafineſs, or prove any ſatisfaction to 


the robbers ; for twas not long before Fo/ephus commanded his legions to ſearch out the ſuſ- 


recovered of his wound, went out, and told 
them aloud, that they might certainly expect 


ſhortly to pay dear for the wound they had gi- 


ren him, after which he exhorted the people 
to pur confidence in him. The fight of Fofc- 
61s gave the people confidence, bur ſtruck the 


{editions with conſternation and amazement. 


Mean while, ſome of the deſerters, forced 
by the miſerable neceſſity they were in, caſt 
themſelves down directly from the walls, while 
others, under a pretence of going to engage 
the Romans with ſtones, fled to them. But 
their caſe became now more bitter than what 
they had been expoſed to within the city, and 
the Romans proviſions proved a quicker death 
to them than the famine which they had left 
at home: For their long faſting ſwelled them 
up, and they ſeemed like ſo many dropſical 
perſons, which being followed by an exceſs of 
eating, quite burſt them aſunder, unleſs ſome 
put a reſtraint upon their appetites, who knew 
the conſequences of over-gorging themſelves, 
and uſed their bodies, which had been unuſed 


terve themſelves this way, met with as great 
an 1nconvenience another. It happened that the 
Hriaus took a certain Few picking up gold out 
or his ordure ; for, as we have obſerved above, 
they went out of the city, having firſt ſwal- 
lowed down their moſt valuable things, becauſe 
the ſeditious narrowly ſearched every one, and 
there was abundance of gold in the town, 
which made that fell for twelve atticks which 
before was worth five and twenty. One man 
thus giving a diſcovery to the artifice, all the 
camp came preſently to hear that the deſerters 
were full of gold; upon which the Arabians 
aud Syriaus cut up their bellies, and ſearch'd 
ivr the money; which terrible barbarity I 
take to be werſe than any the Jews felt. For 
a matter of two thouſand were in one night 
r1pped open. 

But when this cruel procedure came to the 
ears of 7:7us, he was wroth, and had certainly 
Swen orders for his horſe ro hem in the au- 


tors of the barbarity, and ſhoot them co 


cath, had not a vaſt crowd of his men inter- 
ceded for them, and ſtopped him from his pur- 
poſe, by remonſtrating how that there muſt 
"ore perſons be puniſhed than had been ſlain, 
vWever, he ſummoned the officers of the aux- 


Of the JEWISH WAR. 


to victuals, to moderate quantities at a time. 
Fut they who had the good fortune to pre- 
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iliaries, and of his legions (for ſome of his own 
ſoldiers had been charged with the barbarity) 


and angrily ſaid to both, What, did any of 


their men commit ſuch things for the ſake of an 
uncertain gain, and were they. not aſhamed of 
their arms being made of gold and ſilver? 
Then turning to the Arabians and Syrians, 
What, did they firſt give a looſe to their af- 


fections in a foreign war without reſtraint, and 


would they afterwards aſcribe their cruelty, 
blood-thirſtineſs, and hatred to the Fews, ro 


the - Romanus? For ſome of his own ſoldiers 


were diſtinguiſhed with the marks of the ſame 
intamy. He threatened theſe with death, if 
he found any of them for the time ro come in 
the commiſſion of ſo heinous a cruelty, and 


pected perſons, and bring them to him. Bur 
covetouſneſs ſcorns every punithment, and the 
curſed love of gain 1s inborn with man ; nor 
is there any affection of the mind ſo prevalent, 
and which runs ſo precipitately into dangers, as 
the deſire of poſſeſſing a great deal. It ſome- 
times happens, indeed, that fear puts a re- 
ſtraint upon perſons of this make; but it was 
God who had given over all the people, and 
made every ſeeming way of ſafety the ver 

road leading to their deſtruction: For what 
Ceſar had taken care by ſevere menaces not to 
have done, was privately exerciſed upon the 
deſerters; for before they all appeared, the 


Barbarians met and killed *em ; and then look- 


ing about if any of the Romans did not ſee 
*em, ripped them open, and took their abomi- 
nable ſpoil our of their bowels. This was found 
in but few; and abundance ſuffered from an 
hope only that ſomething was concealed within 
them : But certainly this vile method of proce- 
dure reduced a great number of the deſerters. 
When John found he conld purſue his rapa- 
cious meaſures no longer upon the people, he 
turned upon ſacrilegious ſteps, and took awa 
out of the temple ſeveral of the fine preſents 
that had been repoſited there, ſeveral veſſels 
uſed in the performance of divine worſhip, cups, 
plates, and tables; not even ſparing the Acra- 
tophora ſent by Auguſtus and his wife: For the 
Roman kings always honoured and adorned the 
temple at Hieroſolyma. Thus a Few at this 
time rifled the houſe of God of the donations 
which foreigners had made to it, and told his 
accomplices that they who fought in vindi- 


cation of God's honour, might, without any 


ſcruples, uſe the things dedicated to his di- 
vine ſervice, and provide for themſelves, who 
were inliſted under his banners, out of the ri- 
ches of his temple. In conſequence of this, 
he went and drew the ſacred wine and oil, 
which was in the interior part of the temple, 
and which the prieſts preſerved for mixing in 
their oblations, and gave them among his con- 
federates, who, without the leaſt regard to 
the horror of the action, anointed themſelves, 
and drank a great quantity thereof. This 1s an 
action which I ſhall not ſcruple to lay open, as 
grief and concern jointly command me to it; 
and, indeed, I cannot but think, had the Ro- 
mans drawn off their arms, and forbore to de- 


ſtroy theſe execrable monſters, the city would 


have 
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have been ſwallowed up, or laid under water, 
or have felt the thunder and lightning which 
deſtroyed the land of Sodom.” For a more im- 
pious race was now exiſting in Fudea, than 
thoſe who ſuffered theſe calamities. Wherefore 
all the people were doomed to deſtruction for 
the fury and madneſs of theſe men. 

But what occaſion have I to recount every 
particular calamity ? Mannæus, the ſon of La- 
zarus, having fled over to Titus about this 
time, told him, that from the ＋ he had en- 
camped near the walls, namely, from the four- 
teenth day of the month Xanthicus, to the firſt 
of Panemus, there had been carried out at one 
gate which he had been poſted at, one hundred 
and fifteen thouſand, eight hundred and eighty 
dead perſons. This was an immenſe multitude. 
But Manneus was not only ſet to guard this 
gate, he was entruſted to diſtribute the public 
money, and theretore could not help taking an 
account. The reſt were buried by their rela- 
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tions, and their interment was to be carried up 
to the walls and-thrown over. Several defer. 
ters of figure and rank coming before Titus af. 
ter Mannæus, acquainted him that the poor 
that had died amounted to threeſcore thouſand, 
and had been carried out of the gates; but 
the number of the others was not to be found. 
That when the poor died fo faſt that they could 
not be carried out, they told him the bodies 
were put into large houſes, and ſhut up there; 
and that a meaſure of corn was fold for a ta- 
lent. That afterwards when the wall he had 
built about the city, deprived them of going 
out and gathering graſs, ſome were reduced to 
that neceſſity as to ſearch in the ſewers and 
the old dung of cattle, and to eat that which 
before was looked upon with horror. When 
this was told the Romans, they could not but 
pity them, but the ſeditious, though they were 
eye- witneſſes of theſe miſeries, ſtill perſiſted 
in their obſtinacy. 


The End of the FIFTH BOOK. 
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OR THE 


EAN time, the calamities of 
the Hieroſolymites grew every 
day for the worſe, the ſeditious 
were vaſtly enraged at rhe diffi- 
culties that hemm'd them in, 
and the famine, with an inſup- 
portable fury, made terrible deſtruction among 
the people. Nor was this all: The vaſt mul- 
titude of dead bodies, which were piled up 
in the city in heaps, ſent out an abomina- 
ble and peſtiferous ſmell, which greatly in- 
commoded the fighting Fews in making 
their excurfions: For being trained up by 
this time to the proſpect of innumerable 


was now to be ſeen. 


it, but would have enquired where the city had 
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The Jewiſh calamities increaſe for the worſe. The Romans make an aſſault upon Antonia. 


= 


having a great number of fine trees and gar- 
dens betore upon it, which made it look vaſtly 
agreeable, all, now, being cut down made it 
look like a lengthen'd deſart: And, Lam certain, 
that no foreigner who had ſeen ulla before, 
and the beautiful ſuburbs of Hreroſolyma, after 


ſeeing the deſolation that was made, could re- 


ſtrain from ſhedding tears, or ſigh at the prodi- 
g10us alteration, I mean, ſo great a change as 


For every thing that was 
beautiful, was quite eras'd by the war. Nei- 


ther could any one, who came ſuddenly, and 


had known the place before, have dittinguiſh'd 


ny 


ſcenes of blood-ſhed; they could not march a- 
long without treading upon dead bodies; yet 
they, who thus walked upon them, neither 


been. 


When the Romans had brought their works 
to perfection, both the beſiegers and the be- 


trembled at the action, or entertained a grain 
of pity for what they did: Neither would they 
be induced to believe that the contumely they 
put upon their dead countrymen would be any 
way ominous to themſelves. With hands dip- 
ped in tae blood of perſons of the fame nation 
with them, they ſallied out to war with ſtran- 
gers, which looks to me as though they re- 
Proach'd God for his ſlowneſs in puniſhing em. 

or ' twas no longer now any hope of victory, 
bur deſpair of their own lives, that puſh'd em 


the Romans had been expos'd to great hard- 
ps and difficulties in collecting materials for 
ar works, they rais'd them in one and twenty 
JS, for which end, they cut down, as I have 
ovierv'd above, all the wood growing for 90 
urlongs quite round the city. This made 


tne round have a miſerable proſpect : For 
3 


thus with rage to maintain the war. Though 


ſieged began to have apprehenſions of fear 
thence: 


would certainly be taken, unleſs they 
ſet fire to them, while the Romans imagin'd 
themſelves in an impoſſibility to win the city, 
if they were deſtroy d. But the beſiegers were 


For the latter concluded the ci 
could 


in great want of wood, and the ſoldiers were 
almoſt worn out with perpetual fatiguing them- 
ſelves; and the many diſappointments, and 
other ill accidents, obſtructing their deſigns, 
dejected their minds. Nor was this all: The 


very calamities which the city endur'd made 


the Romans deſpond in mind more than the be- 


ſieg' d themſelves : For they found they had to 


deal with warriors not the leaſt diſhearten'd, 
or made indolent, by their calamities; while 
they, on the other hand, were ruin'd both in 
hope and mind, when they ſaw their mounts 


ovyer-turn'd by the Jews ſtratagems, their en- 


gines 
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gines gave way to the firmneſs of the wall, and 
their engagements over- power d by a ſuperior 
boldneſs of the beſieg' d. But the principal 
cauſe of their dejection was, when they found 
that neither the ſedition or famine had any et- 
fect to allay the great coutage of their minds, 
which they {till preſerv'd ſuperior; that their 
ſallies were inſuperable, and that their ſouls 
were too great to ſtoop to terror or adverſities 
of fortune. For what, concluded they, would 
they not ſuſtain in proſperity, when number- 
leſs misfortunes but excite their valour? Theſe 
were the reaſons that made them poſt a ſtrong- 
uard to defend their works. bs, 

Fohn and his partizans poſted themſelves at 
Antonia, and conſider'd within their breaſts 
what would be the conſequences, if the wall 


was thrown down before the rams were plac'd. 


They fallied out upon the enemy's works; 


but their deſign diſappointed them: I hey went 


out with lighted torches, but, before they ap- 


proach'd the works return'd truſtrated of their 


hopes. It was plain, at firſt view, they were 
not unanimous in their reſolution: For they 
proceeded by little and little, indolently, and 
went through the vallies, not without great 


ſigns of fear, and not at all after the cuſtom of 


Jews, to ſpeak my mind at once. They want- 


ed, too, what were particular to the nation, 


namely, boldnefs, force, a juſt-tim'd ſally to- 
gether, and a retreating in good order. But 
now they betray'd greater languidneſs than 
uſual, and found the Roman cloſer united to 
meet them than they had experienc'd before; 
who cover'd their works on every ſide fo cloſe 
with their bodies and arms, that there was no 
getting at them with fire: And every one was 
ſo firmly reſolved in mind to defend their poſt, 
that they were determined to fall dead upon 
the ſpot rather than looſe their ground: For, 
ſetting aſide the abſolute ruin of all their 
hopes, if their works were laid in aſhes, the 
ſoldiers eſteemed it would be diſhonourable, if 


they ſhould ſuffer their courage to be foiled in 


every thing by ſtratagem; their arms by teme- 
rity; military skill by a multitude; or the Ro- 
mans by the Fews, Their engines were of ſome 
advantage to them, as they reached with their 
darts thoſe who endeavour'd to ſally from 
the wall: For when any one was ſeen to fall, 
the next perſon was immediately at a ſtand, 
and the danger of venturing any farther made 
him keep where he was. Some, who came 
within arrow-thot, and others, before they fell 
into an engagement, drew back extreamly ter- 
rified at the excellent diſcipline and thick ranks 
of the enemy, while others, expoſed to the 
darts of the beſiegers, and wounded, did the 
ſame; fo that, in ſhort, every one betraying a 
prejudical fear, drew off, without accomplith- 
ing any thing of their deſign, In a word, the 
ſiege was renewed on the firſt day of the month 
Panemus. As ſoon as the Fews were with- 
drawn, the Romans planted their helepoles, 
notwithſtanding they were expoſed all the time 
to ſhowers of ſtones, fire, and darts, thrown 
at them from Antonia, and to all other ſorts of 
miſſive weapons which neceſſity prompted the 
beſieged to : For though they put abundance of 
confidence in their wall, and ſeemed to deſpiſe 


the enemy's engines, yet they ſtrove all they 


could to hinder the. Romans from placing them: 


And the beſiegers concluding that the main in- 
tent of the Jews was to take care that Antonia 
ſhould receive no harm through the weakneſs 
of its walls, and ſuppoſing the foundations were 
in a tottering condition, bent all their ſtrength 
againſt it. But, in ſpite of all theſe efforts, 


the wall ſtood ſuperior to all the batteries of 
the enemy, who, being expoſed to abundance 


of darts, but receiving no conſiderable damage 
from the beſieged above, drew their helepoles 


ſo near, as to give them a more conſiderable 


force. But their ſituation being lower, and 
ſtones perpetually tumbling upon them, ſome 
of them covered their bodies with their ſhields, 
and began to dig under the foundations, inſo- 
much, that four large ſtones were remov'd away 
with indefatigable pains. Night, however, put 
an end to the conteſts on both ſides for the 
preſent, and the wall, expos dito the 'batreries 


of the Roman rams, where John had nnder- 


mined it, when he executed his ſtratagem up- 
on the firſt mounts, ſuddenly tumbled down 
by the falling in of the mine. | 

This was an accident which neither ſide fo 
much as thought of; and both the beſiegers and 
the beſieged were differently affected with it: 
For the Fews, whom 'twas reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe ſhould have been dejected at the ſudden- 
neſs of the falling of the wall, and at their 
having provided nothing againſt it, were ſo fat 


from entertaining any uneaſy ſentiments upon 


it, that they expreſs'd as much courage and 
confidence, as if it had fallen, and Antonia had 
ſtood all the time. As for the Romans, the 


ſudden gladneſs, they had conceived hereupon, 


was ſoon extinguiſhed when they ſaw the other 
wall which Fohz and his partizans had built 
behind it. However, it appeared ſomething 
eaſier to be won, and the ruins, lately made, 
made the way to it conſiderably more open; 
beſides, it was not of ſuch ſtrength as Antonia, 
and the Romans concluded, as it was a more 
temporary building, it would the ſooner be 
deſtroyed. Yer no one had the courage to 
mount it, becauſe they ſaw preſent and imme- 
diate death hover over the firſt that ſhould ven- 


ture upon the undertaking. | 


Titus, ſuppoſing that hope and words were of 
the greateſt ſervice, contributing to rouze up the 
ſpirit of his men, and that exhorrations and 
promiſes very often made them forget the dan- 
gers they had undergone, and that death itfelt 


was ſometimes deſpiſed, aſſembled the ſtouteſt 


of his men, and ſtrove to dive into their incli- 
nations by the following words: Fellow ſoldiers, 
© /aidhe,toexhort men to the performance of thoſe 
things, which maybe tranſacted without danger, 


is not only an inglorious thing to thoſe who are 


© exhorted,but likewiſe argues cowardice in him 
© who is the exhorter. For 1 cannot be brought 
© to think there is need for exhortation, unleſs 
* where dangers preſent themſelves, which yet 1. 
© behoves every man to take his ſhare of. Let 
© on one {ide I profeſs to you there is difficulty 
© in mounting the wall; but, on the other, 
© that it becomes men, deſirous of glory, te 
© encounter with difficulties, and that there a 
© renown in laying down one's life with glory 
| c neithet 
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« neither ſhall the firſt bold enterprize go unte- 
warded. But let this be the firſt thing to ex- 
« hort you, which gives ſo much concern to o- 
« thers, namely, the extraordinaty patience 
« and conſtancy of the Fews in adverſity: For 
tis a thame to think that you, who are Ro- 
mans, and my ſoldiers, trained up to martial 
c exerciſes in times of peace, and accuſtomed 
© to bear away the victory in the day of battle, 
« ſhould ſtoop to the Fews either in the feats 
« of arms, or in the reſolution of the ſoul, and 
« that in the end of a conqueſt, wherein we have 
God to aſſiſt us. Tis owing to the deſperate 
procedure of the Jes that we have been ex- 
« poſed to ſo many misfortunes, and *ris to your 
c extraordinary virtue and magnanimity, which 
God hath from time to time vouchſafed to aſ- 
c ſift, that their frequent deſtructions have hap- 
« pened, For what otherwiſe can mean ſedition, 
c famine, a ſiege, and the tumbling down of 
their walls without the force of martial en- 
« gines, than an exemplary reſentment of God 
« againſt them, in order to fide with us? Where- 
« fore, to ſhew yourſelves inferior to thoſe who 
« are not your match by a great deal, and to 
« betray God's evident aſſiſtance, are circum- 
« {tances that ſuit not with Roman ſouls, How 
« then; will you eſcape the dithonour, to let the 
eus, whoſe ſhame will not be much in bein 
« conquer'd, as they have already learn'd to be 
« ſlaves, ſet death at nothing, and fally into the 
« midſt of you, not with any hope of victory, 
but to give you an inſignificant boaſt of their 
© courage : While we, who are conquerors al- 
« moſt of the whole earth and ſea, and who are 
« diſhonoured at the loſs of a battle, fit idle and 
© indolent, and not ſo much as once ſtrive va- 
© liantly to attack the enemy; but wait here in 


© arms. till tamine and fortune, both againſt 


them, deliver them into our hands, when ' tis 
© jn your power to put a finiſhing ſtroke to all? 
Let us then take poſſeſſion of Antonia, and 
© the city is then conſequently ours; for though 
© we ſhould be obliged to fight with thoſe in 
© the inſide, which I cannot think, yet, me- 


© thinks, the being placed over the heads of 


© our enemies, promiſes us with an entire vic- 
© tory, For the preſent, I wave the commend- 
* ations of thoſe who loſt their lives in the field 
© of battle, and forbear to enlarge on the im- 
© mottality of thoſe whom martial warmth ex- 
* cited to magnanimous deeds: tis enough to 
© obſerve, that my wiſhes are, that thoſe whoſe 
© ſouls imbibe nor ſuch, heroic qualifications, 


and whoſe lot it is to be doomed to death 


with body and ſoul together, may die of ſome 
© diſtemper in the time of peace. For what 
* valiant man is ſo much a ſtranger as not to 
© know that thoſe ſouls, which the ſword has 
* looſed from their bodies in battle, are con- 
veyed to the pureſt element of air, and ſeated 
* among the ſtars, and afterwards have liberty 


to appear to their poſterity as good genius's | 


: and propitious heroes; while thoſe, on the o- 
; ther hand, who have been taken away by diſ- 
eaſes, though never ſo pure in themſelves, go 
f under earth into darkneſs, and are immerged 
u profound oblivion, having no longer memo- 
- 7 put to their actions, than was the term of 
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* their life? Now if mankind are doomed to is 
by an unalterable neceſſity of fate; yet the ſer- 
vice of the ſword in diſpatching us, is eaſier to 
be borne with than any diſeaſes; and who 
* would not then appear faint hearted to deny 
* that for the advantage of others, which we muſt 
return as a debt due to fate? Thus far I have 
* proceeded, as though there was no way of eſ- 
* caping for thoſe who dare venture upon this 
* enterprize. Yet men of magnanimous ſpirits, 
© and valourous ſouls, . always find a retreat out 
© of the worſt of dangers. For, in the firſt-place, 
* the breach lately made affords au eaſy oppor- 
© tunity to mount; and, in the next, the diffi- 
© culty is not great in pulling down all that the 
© enemy has built. Beſides, you, who are conſide- 
© rable in your number, ſhould aſſume courage in 
going about this enterprize, and be you, at my 
* requeſt,aiding and ſputring on one another in it, 
* forthe bravery of your ſouls will ſoon break the 
courage of your enemies; and tis ten to one but 
the enterprize may ſucceed without bloodſhed, 
* if you only puſh at it. Tis probable, indeed, 
* they will endeavour to repulſe you as you 
« fkrive to mount up: But if you uſe private 
means, or make but a vigorous puſh, fortune is 
* then yours, and they cannot withſtand you, if 
vou were only few in making the aſſault. For my 
* own part, I ſhould think Iacted a very diſhonour- 
* able thing, if I did not make that man, who 
* ſhould firſt mount the wall, an ample recom- 
* pence for his labours, nay, even envied: For he 
that ſurvives the danger, ſhall have dominion 
© over thoſe who now are his equals. And ma 
© the happieſt rewards follow thoſe who ſhall 
© loſe their lives in the action.“ | 
When Zitus had ſpoke thus, all the army 
had apprehenſions of the greatneſs of the dan- 
ger, but, among the cohortian ſoldiers, one 
Sabinus preſented himſelf, who was a Syrian 
by nation, and of extraordinary courage and 
ſtrength, A perſon happening ro look upon 
him, would have meaſur'd his valour by the 
appearance of his body, and have thought he 
was not a fit man for martial atchievements ; 
for he was black of colour, weak bodied, and 
covered with hair; yet a brave ſoul, and un- 
daunted courage, reſided in this ſmall body. 
Standing up the firſt, he ſaid, Ceſar, © I am at 
your ſervice, with a chearful mind, and proteſt 
© myſelf ready to mount the wall the firſt. But 
my wiſhes are, that my ſtrength and inclination, 
© which J have to undertake this matter, may 
© meet with your fortune and ſucceſs. And if 
© there is any one, that, through hatred to this 
© bold atchievement of mine, cannot but envy me, 
know, that if ill ſucceſs attends me, death is no 
© more than I expect, but yet conſider, that I am 
© reſolved to lay down my life for you.“ Having 
thus ſaid, he ſhaked his head with his ſhield 
in his left hand, and, with his drawn ſword in 
his right, went to the wall about the ſixth 
hour of the day; being followed by eleven o- 
thers, of ſingular bravery, and who emulated 
his valour. But Sabinus out- ſtripp'd all of them 
by a vaſt deal, making ſhew of ſome divine im- 
pulſe. Mean time, the centinels plied their 
darts upon them from the walls, and ſhot in- 


numerable arrows at them, tumbling down vaſt 


ſtones 
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ſtones upon them at the ſame time, which for- 
ced ſome of the eleven down. But this no 
way deterring Sabinus, he met the darts with 
ſutprizing bravery, till he was almoſt quite 
ſperit with them, yet, for all this, he never 
left the attack till he had gained the top of the 
wall, and forced his enemies to withdraw. 
Hereupon,the Fews began to entertain terrible 
apprehenſions of his extraordinary might, and 
bravery of ſoul, and, concliiding'more were 
mounting up after him, turned their backs. 
Now a perſon would here be apt to blame for- 
tune, and not undeſervedly, as being againſt 
brave actions, and a perpetual obſtacle to fa- 
mous atchievements: For after this man had 
made himſelf maſter of the wall he had at- 
tempted to mount, he had the miſchance to be 
ſtruck with a ſtone, and immediately tumbled 
head long down, with aa vaſt noiſe of his armour. 
Whereupon, the Jes returning, and ſeeing 
him alone, and fallen by himſelt, poured their 
darts on every fide upon him: But Sabinus 


got upon his knees, and covering himſelf, with 


his ſhield, made the beſt defence he could at 
firſt, and then wounded ſeveral who offered to 
come near him. But the great number of 
wounds he had received abated the vigour of 
his arm, and he was cover'd over with darts 
before he render'd up the ghoſt : A man, cer- 
tainly, who might have claim'd a better for- 
tune, on account of his bravery, but who died 
agreeably to the difficult enterprize he had un- 
dertaken. Three of the others, who were got 
upon the top, were ſlain by ſtones, and the o- 
ther eight wounded, and carried oft to the 
camp. Theſe occurrences fell out on the third 
day of the month Panemas. 

About two days after this, twenty of the 
guards who were planted among the mounts, 
aſſembled together, and called in, to their aſ+ 
ſiſtance, the enfign of the fifth legion, two 
horſemen, and a ſingle trumpeter. Theſe, a- 
bout the ninth hour of the night, went ſilently 
through the ruins to Antonia, and, having kil- 
led the firſt guards, who were a- ſleep, ſeized 
upon the wall, and then commanded a trumpet 
to be ſounded to give notice of it. The ſound 
immediately rouzing up the other guards, pre- 


cipitantly fled before they could ſo much as 
_ diſcern the number that had got up: For fear, 
and the ſounding of the trumpet, made them 


believe the number was conſiderable that had 
mounted the wall. When Cz/ar heard the ſig- 
nal, he gave immediate orders for his men to 
arm themſelves, and marched up himſelf with 
his officers, attended with a choice body of 
men. The Fews, upon this, fled to the temple, 
and great numbers of the beſiegers ruſh'd thro? 
the mine that 7oh# had dug under the Roman 
mounts. Both factions, as well John's as Si- 
mon's, being now ſeparated from one another, 
ſtrove to repel the Romans with main force, and, 
indeed, fought manfully; for they concluded, 
if the Romans got into their temple, their de- 
ſtruction was at an end, which, in effect, was 
looked upon as the only main thing left to ſe- 
cure them the victory. A warm conflict aroſe 
at the very entrance; for the Romans endea- 
voured by main violence to poſſeſs themſelves 


over all the reſt, both in military skill, ftrength 
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of the temple, and the cus as much to re- 
pulſe them back to Antonia. Neither ſide could 
do any good, either with their darts or ſpears; 
they fell to action ſword in hand: And *twas 
impoſſible to find out, in the engagement, for 
which ſide every man fought, fo much were 
the men blended together, and changed; on 
account of the narrowneſs of the place; and 
ſo great was the noiſe that on every ſide aſſailed 
the ear. This was occaſioned by the great num- 
ber on both ſides; Both parties ſuffered a great 
ſlaughter, and the bodies and armour of thoſe 
that fell were miſerably trod undet foot, and 
broke, by the ſurviving warriots: Always 
where the battle inclined to either ſide, there 
was ſure to be hot work; the conquerors ex- 
horting one another, and the vanquiſhed lament- 
ing their fate. There was no room for flying 
away, or for a purſuit; bur both parties, mix'd 
together, were obliged to puſh forward, and 
then reel back, in the greateſt confuſion imagi- 
nable. "Thoſe who ſtood in the front were un- 
der an unavoidable neceſſity either to kill or 
be killed; for they had no way to get back: 
For the ſoldiers in the rear puſn'd up the front 
on both ſides, and left no intermediate ſpace 
between. In ſhort, the deſperate boldneſs of 
the Fews proved ſuperior to the Roman skill; 
for the battle on the latter ſide began now to 
preſent ir ſelf in no kind light. The engage- 
ment continued with much obſtinacy from the 
ninth hour of the night to the ſeventh hour of 
the day; the Jews, all that while, ſetting be- 
fore them the danger of their deſtruction, as 
the only invective to promote martial ardor in 
their ſouls, while the Romans were content for 
the preſent in having gained Antonia with part 
of their army; for the legions, . in whom the 
reſt placed their hopes of victory, were not 
yer come up. LT 
Julianus, the centurion of Bythinia, a man 
of noble extraction, whom my ſelf had the 
opportunity to be acquainted with during the 
war, carried the ſuperiority, by a great deal, 


of body, and courage of foul. When he ſaw 
the Romans give their ground, and make but a 
ſorry defence (for he ſtood by Titus at Auto- 
nia), he ſallied out, and, by the proweſs of his 
ſingle arm, turned the Fews into flight, when 
they had the victory in their hands, and cha- 
ced them to the corner of the interior temple. 
The whole multitude of the Jews were put to 
flight, who could not help thinking that the 
force and great courage he fought with wete 
more than human. For ruſhing through ths 
midſt of his enemies with an impetuous might, 
whom he threw down before him, ſome here, 
ſome there, he put to death every one he laid 
hands on: Which was the wonderfuleſt ſight 
to Cz/ar, and the moſt dreadful ro the rel. 
But fate purſues him at the heels, which, with 
regard to hig mortality, he cannot ſhun. Fot 
having his ſhoes full of ſharp nails, as was cuſ- 
tomary with the other ſoldiers, and running 0 
the ground which lay full of ſtones, he had tbe 
mirfortune to fall down, and his armour giving 
«claſhing ſound as he tambled, brought tif 
retreated Fews back upon him. 8007 
| 0 


Roman holdiers at Antonia gave a ſhout, who 
where ſollicitous for his life: But the Fews, ſal- 
lying upon him in large numbers, ſmote him 
every where with their ſpears and ſwords : For 
ſome time he received the blows of the enemy's 
ſwords on his ſhield, and ftrove ſeveral times 
to get up; but the numbers of the Fews who 
aſſaulted, bearing him down ſtill, he, as he lay 
on the ground, ſmote ſeveral with his ſword; 
yet, for all this, *twas ſome time before he was 
lain; for his helmet and breaſt-plare covering 
every part where he might receive his death's 
wound, he contracted his neck ſo long, till the 
other parts of his body being cut off, and no 
one offering or preſuming to give him aſſiſtance, 
he was forced at laſt to ſubmit to a cruel de- 
ſtiny. Ceſar was extremely troubled to ſee ſo 
brave a man expoſed to ſuch a death, and flain 
in ſuch a manner before the ſight of ſo many 


2 TUS now gave orders for the ſoldiers 
he had with him to demolith the founda- 
tions of Antonia, and to make the aſcent eaſy 
for all his army: After he had called Joſephus 
to him (for he had heard that that day, which 
was the ſeventeenth of the month Paemus, the 
ſacrifice, called Eudelechiſiuos, was to be cele- 
brated, but the people were too few to perform 
it, which put them in great uneaſineſs) he com- 
manded him to ſpeak to John in the terms he 
had nſed before: That if any one was pilſhd on 
by a baſe defire to fight, let him come with what 
forces he pleaſed, and try the ccuteſt ſo, that he 


ſo that he polluted not the ſacred place with 
blood, or committed any impiety againſt God. 
And that he left him at liberty to [olemnize the 
ſacrifice, which had been intermitted by ſeus of 
his own appointment aud chuſing out. Accord- 
ingly, Foſephus (when he had found out a 
place to ſtand in where he might conveniently 
be heard) addreſſed himſelf to John, and a 
great number more, in the Hebrew tongue, and 
ſignified to them Titus's commands, begging 
them earneſtly at the ſame time, To ſpare their 
country, and endeavour to drive away the fire 
which was juſt going to ſeize on the tempie, and 
give to God the ſacrifices that were accuſtomed. 
Hereupon the Jews ſeemed extremely ſor- 
rowtul, and had not. a word to ſay. But 
Jahn having thrown ſeveral abuſive and ſcur- 
nlous reflections at Joſephus, at laſt broke out, 
and thus ſaid : That he had never entertained 
any thoughts of the city being deftroyed as it was 
God's. In return to theſe words, Joſephus ſpoke 
aloud : You have, indeed, preſervgd it unviolable 
for God, and the ſacred place yet remains unpol- 
ltted with blood. Neither have you committed 
any wickedneſs againſt him whom jou expect to 
aſſift you + He till has his ſacred rites duly 
perjormed to his honour. But ſuppoſe that any 


o_— !mpious man! ſhould offer to deprive you of 
3 


ruined not himſelf, the city, and the temple too, 
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ſpectators ; but the place he was in deprived 
him from aſſiſting him, though willing to have 
done it, and fear ſeized thoſe he might. Ju- 
lianus had a long ſtruggle wich death, and be- 
ing obliged to leave a few of his murtherers 
unpuniſhed, had much a-do to give up his 
breath; leaving to the Romans, and Cz/ar, 
not only, but to the Jews themſelves, a grand 
teſtimony of the glory he deſerved. The 
Fews having gained the body, put the Romans 
again to flight, and ſhure them up in Antonia, 
and they who behaved gallantly in this engage- 
ment, were Alexas and Gyphthæus, two of 
John's partizans; of Simon's were Malachias, 
Judas, the fon of Merton, Fames, general of 
the Idumæans, and ſon of Soſas, and two zea- 


lots, brothers, ſons of Fair, and called Simon 
and Judas. | 


CHAP. II. 


How Titus having given Orders for Antonia to be pulled down, excited Joſephus 
do exhort the Jews again to ſurrender, 


eur daily bread, you would account him your 
enemy, and do you then think to find God, whom 
o have deprived of his eternal worſhip, your 
helper in this war © Nor is this all; do you 
charge the Romans with miſtakes and omiſſions, 
who have hitherto been watchful over our laws, 
and ſtriven with force of arms to have thoſe ſo- 
lemnities reſtored to God which you have inter- 
dicted? But what perſon can ferbear to groan 
or weep at the unexpected alteration of the city, 
when foreigners and enemies endeavour toreftify 
your impiety, while you, who are a Jew, and 
trained up in the Jewiſh laws, fhew yourſelf 
more unmerciſul than they? But John, that 
you may not think there is any difſhonour in time 
of adverſity to recant of one's miſtakes, be plea= 
ſed to recal Jechonias, the Jewilh king, to mind, 
who a goed example to one that defrres the pre- 
ſervation of his city For, when the Babylo- 
nian Ring came, on his account, at the head of a 
numerous army againſt the city, ſooner than it 
ſcould be taken by his means, he voluntarily went 
out of it, and ſubmitted himſelf and family to a 


ſpontaneous captivity, that he might not incur 


the baſe character of having betrayed it into the 
hands of his enemies, or be an eye-witne/s of the 
houfe of God being put in flames. This action 
hath procured him the ſacred vencration of all 
the Jews, and the memory of it hath been tranj= 
miticd down to ſucceeding ages, always neu, and 
rendered his name immortal to poſterity. This is 
a good example, John, though attended with dan- 
ger. But I promiſe you pardon at the hands of 
the Romans. Yet remember that I, as a coun- 
tryman of yours, admoniſh you, aud as a Jew, 
promiſe you, and you ought to conſider, who is 
the author, and whence the advice comes. Let 
me never live in ſuch captivity, as to blot my 
nation out of my remembrance, or baniſh out of 
my thoughts thoſe who are my countrymen. 75 ts 
again ſeem angry, ſtorm ana reproach me : Tis 
true, I deſerve worſe uſage, who adviſe 2 ih 
| uade 
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ſuade you againſt the fates, and ftrive to ſave 
thoſe whom God by bis decree hath condemned. 
But whom is a ſtranger to the writings of the 
antient prophets, or to the oracle which now 
threatens this miſerable city? Its deſtruction 
was prediffed to happen when one of our coun- 
trymen began to dip his hands in blood. Say, 
is not the city and all the temple filled with your 
carcaſſes? *Tis God, indeed, God himſelf, 
who, together with thee, pours upon you this 
fire of purification, and roots up, from the foun- 
datious, your city, overwhelmed in ſo many abo- 
minable vices and miygnities. 
Foſephus ſpoke thus with tears and ſighs, but 
his concern would not let his tongue proceed 
any further. The Romans were iull of pity, 
and ſeemed uneaſy for the ſtruggles he had in 
his breaſt, and were ſurprized at his reſolution; 
but John and his aſſociates were but the more 
enraged, if poſſible, againit the Romans, and 
extremely deſired to ger Fo/ephus into their 
hands. However, ſeveral of the nobility fa- 
voured his ſpeech, and ſeemed to be moved by 
it, though ſome, who ftood in awe of the 
guards the ſeditious had poſted, remained with 
their companions, though they were too ſure 
of their own and the city's deſtruction. There 
were ſome, who, having laid hold of an op- 
portunity which favour'd their departure, fled 
over to the Romans, among whom were Fo- 
ſeph and Jeſus, two prieſts, and the ſons of 
prieſts, the three ſons of Iſmael, whoſe head 
was taken off at Cyrene, and four ſons of Mat- 
thias, and one of the other Matthias, who 
made his eſcape after his father's death, and 
who, with his three ſons, as we have obſerved 
above, was put to death by Simon, the ſon of 
Gioras. Beſides theſe, ſeveral other nobles 
went over to the Romans in company with the 
prieſts, whom Ce/ar received with extraordi- 
nary humanity. As he knew that they d1d not 
care to live after the cuſtom of foreigners, 
which was their averſion, he removed them to 
Cophna, with an exhortation, before they went, 
to abide there, as he would reſtore every man 
to his poſſeſſions as ſoon as the war was deter- 
mined, and he had any leiſure time upon his 
hands. In conſequence hereof, they departed 
with extraordinary gladneſs, to a ſmall city 
which he had aſſigned them, without any fears 
or apprehenſions. When they were miſs'd at 
Hieroſolyma, the ſeditious got it once again ru- 
moured about the city, that the Romans had 
put the deſerters to death, in order to ſtrike 
the reſt with fear, and deter them from flying 
away. And, indeed, this artifice had ſome 
advantage in it, as well as the former one; for 
fear conſiderably hindered the reſt from making 
their eſcape. | 
But when Zitus had recalled the renegade 
Fews from Gophna, and commanded them to 
go with J7oſephus, and ſhew themſelves to the 
people, a great many other Jews preſently 
came over to the Romans. Having drawn to- 
gether in large companies, and ſtanding before 
the Romans, they begged the ſeditious, with a 
flood of tears and ſighs, in the firſt place to 
admit the Romans into all the city, and ſave 
again their country; but, if this diſpleaſed, at 
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temple reſembled a caſtle. 


Book VI: 
leaſt to come out of the temple, and pull it 
down : For the Romans would never preſume, 
even in the greateſt neceſſity, to have the holy 
places conſumed with fire. Theſe kind advices 
met with but more oppoſition ; the ſeditious 
were the more averſe to reaſon ſtil}, and after 
they had thrown abundance of abuſive lan- 
guage at the deſerters; they placed their ſcor- 
pions, catapultæ and balliſtæ, upon the ſacred 
gates; ſo that all the ſpace round about the 
temple, looked, with regard to the multitude 
of dead bodies, like a burying- ground, and the 
They ſallied into 
the holy and inacceſſible places with arms and 
hands yet reeking in the blood of their coun- 
trymen, and proceeded to ſuch a length of im- 
piety, that that indignation, which the Jews 
probably would have conceived, had the Ro- 
mans committed the injury againſt them, fired 
now the breaſts of the Romans againſt the 
2 who violated their own ſolemn places: 
or there was not a Roman ſoldier who d1d not 
look upon the temple with awe, and adore it, 
and wiſh that the robbers would return to a 
ſenſe of their failings, before the evil became 
paſt remedy. 
Titus being extremely concerned for their 
condition, reprimanded Fohn and his aſſociates 


in theſe words: Baſe and cruel wretches! 


© have you not circumſcribed the holy places 
belonging to you? Have you not ſet up ſe- 
veral columns ar certain ſpaces in the temple, 
with Greek and Latin inſcriptions, forbidding 
any one from entering beyond the enclo- 
ſures? Did not we give you liberty to pu- 
niſh thoſe with death who ſhould preſume to 
paſs beyond them, though the tranſgreſſor 
happened to be a Roman? Why, then, abo- 
minable guilty men, do you trample upon 
the dead there? Why do you contaminate 
the temple with the blood both of foreig- 
ners and of your natives? I take the Gods of 
my country to witneſs, and whoever fot- 
merly looked upon this place (for I ſuppoſe 
that none does now), I call my army, the 
Fews who are with me, and yourſelves, to 
witneſs that I do not force you to theſe vio- 
lations: If you will but change the ſeat of 
your army, not a Roman ſhall enter your ſa- 
cred places, nor commit any diſhonour upon 
them, But I will preſerve your temple a- 
© gainſt your inclinations.” 

Foſephas, by command of Ceſar, delivered 
theſe words to the Fews in Hebrew; but John 
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and the robbers being of opinion that theſe fine 


ſpeeches were the reſult of fear, and not of a- 
ny kindneſs, ſhewed themſelves intolerably 
inſolent. When Titus ſaw they would neither 
have any compaſſion for their own diſtreſſed 
condition, nor keep their hands from the tem- 
ple, he renewed the war againſt his inclination. 
Accordingly, finding the place too narrow te 
draw up all his forces, he ſelected out of each 
company thirty of the ſtouteſt, putting a ttl- 
bune over every thouſand, and making Cerealis 
general over them, to whom he gave orders to 
attack the enemy's guards at the ninth hour 0 
the night. When Cæſar's friends ſaw th! 


emperor in arms, and ready to make ew 


Book VI. 


ſcent in company with the others, the greatneſs 
of the danger made them reſtrain him, and rhe 
officers reminded him, © That he would be of 
more ſervice if he continued at Antonia, and 
« aſſign'd out the war to his men, than if he made 
cone inthe deſcent, and expoſed himſelt to dan- 
« pers for them, becauſe all would behave gal- 
« lantly when they had Cz/ar before them.” This 
remonſtrance had the deſir'd effect upon Titus, 
who told his ſoldiers, © That for that only reaſon 
« he would ſtay behind, to be a judge of their 
« yirtue; that no one who fought valiantly ſhould 


go unrewarded, neither ſhould he that ſhew'd 


« himſelf indolent and inactive, eſcape puniſh- 
ment, but himſelf would be both a ſpectator 
c and a witneſs of every thing all of them did, 
« who had the power of puniſhing and reward- 
© ing them as he pleaſed.” Accordingly, he diſ- 
miſſed them at the above-mentioned hour, to 
go upon their enterprize, and himſelf went up 
Antonia to a convenient proſpect, in order to 
ſee and wait the iſſue. 


But they who were ſent upon this expedi- 


tion, did not, as they hoped, find the guards 
overwhelmed in ſleep, but a battle immedi- 


ately began with a great noiſe: The reſt of 
the watch were ſoon awaken'd with the ſhouts, 
who ruſhed out of the houſes in large com- 
panies. The Romans received the firit ſhock 
bravely, bur thoſe who came up after them 
fell upon their own men, and uſed many of 
them as real enemies : For both ſides making 
a confuſed noiſe, there was no diſtinguiſhing of 
voices, and the darkneſs of the night entirely 
hindered them from diſcerning who they were : 
Beſides, ſome became furious, while others were 
fearful and timorous, on account of the dark- 
neſs. And this was the reaſon that every one 
was ſtruck at, without any difference. As for 
the Romans, they covered themſelves with 
their ſhields, and ſallied upon the enemy in 


companies together, ſo that they received leſs 


detriment from miſtakes, for every one re- 
membered the watch word: But the Jews were 
continually tumbled and thrown down, always 


raſhly and violently making their attacks and 


retreats. They were more of enemies to them- 
ſelves than any thing elſe ; for they fell upon 
each of their own party as they met them in 
the dark, as though they had all the while 
been encountering with Romans Whence it 
came to paſs, that they wounded more of their 
own body than the Romans did. Bur as ſoon 
as day-light appeared, the battle then was dif- 
cerned, and both ſides ranging themſelves in 
order of battle, fell to their darts. Neither 
party gave ground, nor ſeemed to yield to the 
tatigues of fighting: The Romans, indeed, man 
by man, and many together, fought gallantly 
in the ſight of Cz/ar, every one expecting that 
day to be the commencement of his promotion, 
provided he maintained the charge with brayery 
and valour. The Jews were animated with 
boldneſs, from the danger every one had of 
themſelves, from the fear they entertained of 
the temple, and from the preſſing endeavours 
ot the tyrant John, who intreated ſome, beat 
ome, and incited others, to maintain the fight, 
with menaces and threatenings. But this en- 
agement happened moſtly to be performed by 
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handy blows ; the room they fouglit in being 
little, and the fortune ot the day often chan- 
ging ſides; for neither party had much ground 
either to fight or purſue in. And always as 
ſucceſs inclined to either ſide, a kind of tumult 
was in Antonia among the men there, who, up- 
on every turn of fortune on theit countrymen's 
ſide, call'd out and bid them be of good cou- 
rage, but, whenever they offered to retreat 
back, exhorted them to ſtand their ground; ſo 
that Antonia reſembled a kind of theatre of 
this battle. Neither did Titus, or thoſe about 
him, ſtand in need of learning any thing that 
paſſed in the engagement. In ſhort, this en- 
counter began at the ninth hour of the night, 
and was not determined till after the fifth hour 
of the day, when neither could be ſaid to 
yield the ground they firſt began to fight in, nor 
to carry off the victory. Of the Roman ſide ſe- 
veral gave proofs of extraordinary courage and 
magnanimity; of the Fews, belonging to Si- 
mon, Fudas, the ſon of Merton, and mon, the 
fon of Fo/ias ; of the Idumeans, James and 
Hi mon, the former being the ſon of Cathlus, the 
latter of Soſas ; of Fohn's faction, Gyphtherns 


and Alexas ; and, of the zealots, Simon, the 
ſon of Fair. 


Mean time, the reſt of the Roman forces, 
having thrown down the foundations of Antonia 
in ſeven days, fortified the broad paſſage they 
had made up to the temple. When the legions 
had made their approaches to the firſt wall, they 


began to make their mounts, one againſt the 


corner of the interior temple, which looked 
ſouth-eaſt, another at the northern gallery, 
which was between the two gates; a third a- 
gainſt the weſtern portico of the exterior tem- 
ple, and a fourth to the north. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe works were obliged to be carried on 
with extreme difficulty and labour, for the Ro- 
mans fetched the wood and materials a matter 
of an hundred furlongs off: Nor was this all; 
they ſuffered conſiderably from the artifices and 
ſtratagems of the enemy, as they neglected to 
guard themſelves, and fancied they could ea- 


lily maſter the Jews, whom, deſpair of ſaving 
themſelves had made more bold and daring. 


Some of the horſemen, at ſuch times as the 
went out to gather wood and hay, took the 
bridles from their horſes, and let them feed 


during the while, when the Fews were ſure to 


ſally through their mines, and carry them off. 
This happening pretty often, Cz/ar ſuppoſed, 


as in reality it was, that theſe depredations 


were more owing to the negligence of his men, 
than any virtue of the Fews ; wherefore he re- 
ſolved, by a terrible example, to make his 


men take care of their horſes for the future, 


and conſequently puniſhed one man with death 
who had loſt his horſe, whereby he put a ſtop 
to theſe miſcarriages for the time to come. 
The ſoldiers afterwards never put their horſes 
to feed, but went in company with them, as 
though they had been naturally linked to 

them. Mean while, they laid ſiege to the tem 

ple, and erected their mounts. : 
The day after the Romans aſcent, many of 
the ſeditious, finding their depredations to leave 
them, and hunger to preſent itſelf in frightful 
colours, 
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colours, aſſembled together, and about the e- 
leventh hour of the day, made a puſh at the 
Roman guards near the mount of olives, ho- 
ping to catch them unprepared, and as they 
were quiet, in order to refreſh themſelves, to 
break eaſily through them. But the Romans 
coming to the knowledge ot their deſign be- 
fore-hand, and muſtering up into a body from 
the adjoining guards, hindered them from paſ- 
ſing over the wall, which they endeavoured to 
do by compulſive means, A warm difpute be- 
gan, wherein both ſides diſcovered great cou- 
rage and bravery : The Romans preſerved exact 
diſcipline and order, the Fews diſplayed an un- 
bridled fury, and an uncontroulablerage. Shame 
urged on the former, and neceſſity the latter. 
The Romans thought it baſe to ler the Fews 
now eſcape out of their hands, whom they had 
caught, as it were, in a net, and whoſe only 
dependance of ſaving their lives conſiſted in 
breaking down the wall. Ir happened for one 
Pedanns, belonging to a troop of horſe, after 
the Fews took to their heels, and were forced 
into the valley, to ride in purſuit, and take 
one of the enemy as he endeavoured to get 
away. He was a youth exceeding ſtrong in 
body, and compleatly dreſſed in armour, and 
was caught by the heel. Pedannis laid hold 
upon him in a full gallop, and forcibly dragg'd 
him to him, thereby giving proof of his extraor- 
dinary ſtrength, and ſurprizing skill in horſe- 
manſnip. He, as though he had made ſome 
valuable conqueſt, went and carried the cap- 
tive to Cæſar, who admiring the ſtrength of 
him who had taken him, afterwards puniſhed 
with death the youth for attempting the wall, 
and then proceeded to the beſieging of the 
temple, and the erecting of the mounts. 
Mean while the Fews loſt conſiderably in 
the conflicts they had with the Romans, that 
the war proceeded higher on, by little and lit- 
tle, and crept into the temple; as we fee in 
a decayed body, when ſome putrifying ailment 
has ſeized it, thoſe members that are become 
corrupt, are cut oft, betore it get farther head. 
For after they had fet fire to part of the por- 
tico which joined to Antonia from the north 
and weſt, they afterwards broke a matter of 
twenty cubits, and attempted with their own 
hands to put the adyt and ſacred places in a 
blaze. The Romans two days after, which 
happened to be the twenty-fourth day of the 
aforeſaid month, ſet fire to the ad joining por- 
tico, and the flame breaking onwards fifteen 


cubits, the Fews followed their examples, and 


pulled down the roof, and, without ever en- 
deavouring to ſtop the flames, threw down e- 


G 


Of the Stratagem invented by the Jews, whereby they burnt 
Another Deſcription of the Famine which raged now in 


TI ſeditious, who were in the temple, 
never ceaſed daily to repulſe, and that 
in an open manner, the ſoldiers employed in 
carrying on the mounts; and on the twentieth 
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very thing that was between them and Antonia, 
when they eaſily might have prevented the 
fire from taking hold. At the firſt ſetting fire 
to the building, they were entirely idle, and 
conſidered the courſe it took to be for their ad- 


vantage. Hence it came, that they had fre- 
quent diſputes about the temple, and ſeveral 
skirmiſhes one againſt another. 

At this time a Few, named Jonathan, of a 
dwarf ſize, and mean appearance, and of low 
extraction, and pitiful in other reſpects, ſtepp'd 
out to the monument of 7% the prieſt, where 
(having made ſeveral arrogant boaſts to the 
Romans) he gave the ftoureſt man they had a- 
mong them a challenge ro fight him in ſingle 
combat. Several of the Romans, who ſtood 
rank'd in martial order over againft him, ſeem- 
ed to diſdain this challenge: But 'tis probable 
there were many among them that feared it. 
Some reflected on 1t with deliberation and judg- 
ment, and that it was no ſeaſonable time to 
fight, when a deſire of death prompted the way. 
They conſidered that men in a deſparate view 
of their ſafety, were hurried away to their ruin 
by a furious impetuoſity, without any reſpect 
to God, and that it would look more like bru- 
tality than fortitude, ro expoſe a man's ſelf to 
danger with ſuch perſons, the conqueſt over 
whom was inſignificant ; and, to be ſtiled by 
them dangerous and dithonourable. No body, 
in ſhort, offering tg ſtep out for a conſiderable 
time, and the eus caiting abundance of rail- 
lery at their timidity, it arrogating much to 
himſelf, and deſpiſing the Romans; one Budæus, 
a horſeman, reſenting Fonathan's words and in- 
ſolence, and probably ſwelled up with the no- 
tion of his enemy's little body, ſtarted out, 
and went to encounter him. He had the beſt 
of the engagement in all reſpeëts, but fortune, 
which betrayed him : For happening to fall, 
Jonathan ran and flew him; then ſtanding up- 
on the dead body, he brandiſhed his bloody 
ſword in his right, and his ſhield in his leir 
hand, making ſeveral acclamations to the at- 
my, inſulting over his ſlain adverſary, and de- 
grading the Romans, who continued looking 
upon him all the while, till Priſcus, one of 
the centurions, ſhot an arrow through him, as 
he was boaſting and making his brags. Where- 
upon both Fews and Romans were varioully 
affected, which they diſcovered in the ſhouts 
they made. Jonathan was ſeized with a diz- 
zineſs, and tumbled down upon the body of 
his adverſary ; wherein he diſcovered that the 
fortunate themſelves are often in war expoſed 
to the quickeſt revenge. 


III. 


a great many Romans. 
the moſt cruel Manner. 


day of the aforeſaid month, they invented this 
ſtratagem : They filled that ſpace of the wel- 
tern portico, which lay empty between the roc 
and the beams, with dry wood, ſulphur, an 
| bitumen; 
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bitumen; and then pretending to be wearied 
out with over fatigue, they gave ground. This 
device impoſing upon ſome who were not ſo 
wary as they ought to have been, and who 
long'd to fall upon them, they chaſed the flying 
Jews, and endeayoured to get up into the por- 
tico by their ladder, which they had placed 
againſt the wall. However, ſome of the more 
conſiderate, thinking the Fews had no occaſion 
ro fly, kept themſelves in the places where 
they were. Nevertheleſs, the portico was 
ſoon filled with the Romans that mounted up : 
Whereupon the Fews immediately ſer all the 
building in a blaze. The flame catching hold 
on every part in a moment, thoſe Romans, who 
ſtood out of the danger, were vaſtly amazed, 
and thoſe who were ſurrounded with the fire, 
deſpaired. Some of thoſe who were thus beſer 
with the flame, ſtrove to {ally back into the ci- 


ty, ſome among their enemies, many deſpairing 


of ſaving themſelves, jumped down to their 
companions, and broke their limbs ; a great 
many, in ſtriving to get away, were prevented 
by the fire, and ſome threw themſelves en the 
points of their ſwords, to hinder the fire ra- 
ging upon them alive. There was no ſuch 
thing as avoiding the fire, which, diffuſing it- 
ſelf far and near, ſeized on thoſe who had laid 
violent hands upon themſelves. Cz/ar, though 
angry at the perſons thus dying, for having 
mounted the portico againſt his orders, could 
not but pity them, as they were out of the 
reach of any human aſſiſtance ; *twas ſome com- 
fort, even in their periſhing moments, to ſee 
him compaſſionating their miſerable caſe, for 
whom they had ſo laviſhly thrown away their 
lives; for *twas too demonſtrable, that Titus 
himſelf often called aloud to them, went him- 
ſelf, and begged their companions to aſſiſt their 
brethren with all the might they had, which 
kind and exhilarating words ſo warmed the ſouls 
of the poor ſufferers, that they took them for 
a ſplendid funeral, and chearfully ſubmitted to 
death, Some had the fortune to get into the 
broader part of the portico, out of the flames, 
but being hemmed in with Jews, and wound- 
ed, they made as long a reſiſtance as they could, 
but at length every ſoul periſhed. 
In the end, a young man, named Longus, 
ſhewed himſelf an ornament to all this miſera- 
ble hardſhip of the Romans z tis true, every 
one who periſhed, deſerve to be tranſmitted 
down to poſterity by themſelves, yet Longus 
certainly ſignalized himſelf the moſt valiant of 
all the reſt, for the Fews, ſeeing his extraor- 
dinary fortitude, and longing to ſlay him, ad- 
"ſed him to come down, on promiſe of their 
honour, His brother Ornelius, who ſtood over- 
*ganſt him, begged him not to debaſe his own 
character, or the Roman arms. When he heard 
Cornelius ſpeak thus, he lifted up his ſword a- 
oft, in order that both parties might ſee him, 
and ſtabbed himſelf. Bur of thoſe who were 
ſurrounded with the fire, one Attorius preſer- 
ed himſelf by ſtratagem : For having called, 
with a clear voice, to one TLucilius, a fellow 
WT, and meſs-mare of his, ke ſaid to him 
mus: 1 leave you heir of all my patrimony, if 


c 7 
2 g bur come and take me away. Lucilius 
" + | | 
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chearfully accepting the offer, ran to receive 
him, and Attcrius, who caſt himſelf upon him, 
by that means ſaved his life: But Lucilius was 
unfortunately daſhed upon the ground by the 
weight of the fall, and inſtantly gave up the 
ghoſt, This accident, which befel Lucilius, 
gave the Romans ſome little concern and un- 
eaſineſs, but made them more circumſpe& and 
wary for the future. Twas of ſome advan- 
tage againſt the contrivances of the Fews, who 
gave the Romans generally the greateſt diſap- 
pointments, as they were unacquainted with 
the ſituation of the places, and the genius of 
the people they had to deal with; however, 
the portico was laid in aſhes to the tower of 
Fohn, which he, when he maintained a war a- 
pon Simon, had built upon the gates leading 
eyond the /h. The reſt was pulled 
down by the Fes, after the Romans were 
conſumed who mounted up into it. And the 
Romans, the next day, ſet fire to all the nor- 
thern portico, as far as the eaſt one, the corner 
whereof, which joined both together, was built 
over the valley called Cedron, where the vaſt 
depth of it gave it a very aſtoniſhing proſpect. 
In this fituation ſtood the things about the 
temple. 2 
They who were expoſed to the famine in the 
city, and died thereof, were an infinite number, 
and the miſeries they ſuffered are not to be 
told. A war was immediately proclaimed 
throughout every family, whereſoever but the 
ſhadow of meat appeared; and thoſe, who were 
the greateſt friends, fought bitterly againſt one 
another, each ſtriving to ſnatch from his neigh- 
bour the miſerable ſcantling, to ſubſiſt life a 
day longer. Neither could death itſelf, all 
this while, be of ſufficient proof to perſuade 
the ſeditious of the real hunger that raged, but 
they narrowly ſearched thoſe who gave up their 
laſt breath, under pretence that they had pro- 
viſions in their boſoms, and made a ſham dying 
of it. As for the robbers who gaped for want, 


they run about in a wild and diſtracted manner, 


like ſo many ravenous dogs; and, joſtling a- 
gainſt the people's doors, as though they had 
been drunk, broke, without any deliberation, 
two or three times an hour into the ſame hou- 
ſes. But their miſerable and neceſſitous condi- 
tion forced them to commit every thing with- 
out any diſtinction, and they had ſtomachs to 
gather and eat thoſe things which were refuſed 
by the filthieſt of animals, that wanted reaſon. 
Nay, their very girdles, and leather of their 
ſhoes, became an hearty meal ; and the hides 
that covered their ſhields were pulled away, and 
made a ſacrifice to their ſharpened teeth. 
Some, indeed, were ſo craving, as to eat the 
old litter of hay, and ſome to gather fe/fuce, 
and fell the lighteſt of them for four Attic 
drachms each. But why ſhould I produce ex- 
amples from things that have no life, to diſ- 
cover the rage and fury of this famine ? For I 
am about going to tell a fact, ſuch an one as 
was never heard of, either amongſt the Greeks 
or Barbarians, dreadful and ſhocking in its re- 
lation, and what may ſeem incredible to be 
told. I ſhould, indeed, willingly have omitted 
mentioning it, in order to ſcreen myſelf from 
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having fables and portents impoſed upon me; 
but, as 1 have almoſt innumerable perſons, of 
my time, to verify my words. Beſides, I 
might hope but for a cool return of thanks from 
my eountry, ſhould I pretend to diſſemble with 
thoſe calamities which in reality it ſuffered. 
A woman, who belonged to thoſe living be- 
yond Jordan, named Mary, whoſe father's 
name was Eleazar, and place of birth the vil- 
lage of Bethezob, which, if interpreted, ſigni- 
fies the houſe of Hy/op - This woman, I ſay, 
being well deſcended, and rich, on her taking 
refuge in Hiero/2lyma with the reſt of her coun- 
trymen, was detained in the city, by reaſon of 
the ſiege. The tyrants had already rifled her 
of her other effects, which ſhe had brought a- 
long with her out of the country beyond the 
river: The reſt of her more valuable goods, 
and whatſoever proviſions could be found in 
her houſe, were every day carried off by the 
centinels, who broke her chambers open. In 
the concluſion, theſe proceedings extremely 
diſguſted the woman; who by her ill language, 
and opprobtious words, ſeveral times brought 
the robbers upon herſelf, but none, though 
never ſo full of reſentment or pity, offering to 
take away her life; and ſhe herſelf being tired 
out in providing for other mouths, and having 
no way left of getting any more proviſions, but 
hunger raging throughout her entrails, and 
a violent diſguſt burning her ſoul more cruelly 
than the famine, ſhe applied her reſentment and 
neceſſitous condition to her aid, and entered 
into a deſign againſt nature itſelf: For ſnatch- 
ing up her ſon in her arms (which ſucked at her 
breaſt) ſne thus ny, ery herſelf to it: My 
child, for whom ſhould I preſerve thee, when 
© war and famine, and ſedition, ſurround us? 
Slavery preſents itſelf among the Romans, 
© though we may yet live. But the famine pre- 
© yents bondage, and the factions are more 
© dreadful than both thoſe ills. Come, let thou 
be meat for me, and a fury to the ſeditious, 
© and a tale to the living, which is the only thing 
wanting amongſt the calamities of the Jews. 
And as ſoon as the had ſpoke theſe words, ſhe 
ſlew rhe infanr, boiled, and eat half of him, 


and hid the reſt. But the ſeditious immediately 


came, and, catching the abominable ſmell in 
their noſtrils, threatened to put her to inſtant 
death if ſhe did not let them ſee what ſhe had 
been doing. Upon this ſhe told them ſhe had re- 
ſerved a good part of her infant for them, and 
then ſhewed them what was remaining. But 
horror and confuſion ſeized them the very mo- 
ment they caft their eyes upon it, and the ſight 
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Aſter the Mounts are brought to Perfection, the Rams are endeavoured, in vain, 10 
be placed: Whereupon Titus orders the Gates to be ſet on Fire; and, not long after 
the Temple itſelf is burnt, though againſt bis Deſire. | 


T HE two legions having put a finiſhing 
hand to their mounts on the eighth day 


of the month Loiis, Titus commanded the rams 
te be planzed againſt the north gallery of the 
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made them as men bereaved of their ſenſes, 
Whereupon, ſhe thus ſaid: This is my child, 
© indeed, and 'tis my own action; eat you, for 
© | have eaten of it. Let not a woman be 
© hardier than you, neither let a mother have 
© leſs compaſſion. But if you are conſcientious 
and ſcrupulous, and cannot bear to eat of my 
victim, know that I have already conſumed 
© one half of it, and the other ſtill is here.“ 
After ſhe had thus ſpoke, they went away trem- 
bling, though loath to leave her this ſort of pro- 
viſion, which was the only thing that had dif. 
heartened them, or cooled their courage. But 
the city was ſoon in an uproar with the news 
of this barbarity, every one ſetting the action 
before his eyes, and looking upon it with horror, 
as though himſelf had been the real perpetrator 
of it. From this moment, thoſe whom the fa- 
mine tormented, made haſte to meet death, and 
ſtiled thoſe perſons happy who had died before 
ſuch dreadtul calamites either came before their 
eyes, or aſſailed their ears. 3 | 

The Romans, too, came preſently to hear 
of this monſtrous action, but ſome could not 
gain belief to the things they told: Some, in- 
deed, had compaſſion for the beſieged, but ma- 
ny more were now induced to harbour a worſe 
hatred than ever to the nation. However, 
Cz/ar proteſted his innocence as to this matter, 
before God, by remonſtrating, That he had 
offered terms of peace to the Jews, liberty to 
live after their own laws, and an oblivion of 
every thing they had committed: But that they 
deſerved the adverſities they were expoſed to, 
and ſuch kind of proviſion, who, in the room 
of concord choſe ſedition, of peace, war, and 
hunger in the place of abundance and plenty, 
and who had begun to burn down with their 
own hands the temple which we have endea- 
youred to ſave. However, that the eating of 
children ſhould attone for their country with 
its entire ruin, and the ſun ſhould never be ſuſ- 
fered to dart his beams upon any city on the 
face of the globe, where mothers made ſuch a 
deteſtable feaſt. And that ſuch a collation ra- 
ther ſuired better with the fathers than the 
mothers, who would not ſuffer themſelves to 
throw down their arms after the perpetration 
of ſuch horrid guilt. Having ſo ſaid, he re- 
flected a while on the deſperate condition of 
the men, neither could he bring himſelf to 
think they would ever return to a ſenſe of theit 
miſeries, who had already felt every misfortune, 
which had they not ſuſtained, *rwas probable 
they might ill be brought to alter their ſen- 
timents. 


exterior temple. He had continued ſix day! 
without intermiſſion, beating the walls with 

helepoles, the ſtrongeſt of all the Roman en 
gines, but no progreſs at all was made: the 


Book VI. 


the magnitude and ſtructure of the ſtones the 
wall was built with, defied all the force of theſe 
engines. Some, indeed, went to undermining 
the foundations of the northern gate, but the 
toilſomeneſs of the work made them get no 
further than only pulling out the ſtones that 
faced them: for the gates were ſupported by 
the interior ſtones, and ſtood ſo long unſhaken 
againſt the united ſtrength of the Roman en- 
gines and crows, that the beſiegers, deſpairing 
of ſucceſs thar way, applied their ſcaling-lad- 
ders to the gates. The Fews made no figns of 
hindering them, bur preſently drew together, 
and fought with thoſe who ſtrove to mount up. 
Some they tumbled backwards, and fo fell 
headlong down ; others were flain as they en- 
deavoured to meet them ; many, 1n ſtriving to 
get down the ladders again, were killed by the 
enemy's ſwords, before they had time to ſcreen 
themſelves with their ſhields, whilſt ſome of 
the ladders, which were full of. armed men, 


were turned ſide- ways, and all the perſons ſhook 
off, In ſhort, a conſiderable {laughter was made 


on this occaſion, bur, beſides all this, the en- 
ſign-bearer fought for their colours, who 
thought the loſs of them both a diſhonour to 
them, and what was not to be borne with. Bur 
the Fews, at laſt, made themſelves maſters of 
the Roman colours, and flew thoſe who endea- 
voured to mount up, while the reſt withdrew, 


terrified at the miſerable havock made among 


their countrymen. However, none of the Ro- 
nau {ide fell without giving proof of ſome no- 
table act before he died ; and, beſides thoſe ſe- 
ditious who had ſignalized themſelves in the 
former engagements, Eleazor, and the ſon of 
Simon the tyrant's brother, behaved valiantly. 
In a wo | 

fion for the temple of ſtrangers was attended 
with ſo many inconveniencies, and even death 
to his ſoldiers, he gave orders for the gates to 
be ſet on fire. 

While theſe contentions were on foot, Ana- 
nus, the Ammanutine, the moſt blood-thirſty of 
all the guards Simon had, and Archelaus, the 
ſon of Magadarus, fled over to Titus, making 
this the ground of their hopes of obtaining par- 
don, as they had abandoned the Fews, when in 
poſſeſſion of a victory. But Titus charged them 
wich this very artifice of theirs, and having had 
news of their cruelty to the eus, was induced 
to put them both to death. He told them, That 
* neceſſity, and not a voluntary mind, had for- 
* ced.them to their flight ; and that thoſe were 
* unworthy of being ſaved who had thrown 
* themſelves out of their city, which had been 


put in flames by their means.“ However, 


us reſentment giving way to the aſſurances of 

elity they made him, he ſent them away, 
ut not to the place he had aſſigned for the o- 
thers. *Tis now the ſoldiers ſet fire to the 
dates, which quickly making its way through 
the ſilver, got to the wood, and thence diffu- 
lng itſelf faſter and faſter, preſently catched 
old of the portico's. When the Je, ſaw 
the flames blazing all round them, their minds 
and bodies equally were dejected, and the con- 
' "on every one were in, made all afraid either 
„detend themſelves, or extinguiſh the fire, 
very one ſtupidly ſtanding round, and indo- 


, when Titus found that his compaſ- 
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lently gazing : Yet for all this, they never 
oftered to guard the reſt, though what had been 
burnt down gave them much concern, bur 
ſharpened their reſentment againſt the Romans, 
as though the temple had aCtually been then 
on fire. That day and the night following, the 
fire exerciſed its fury without intermiſſion : for 
the Romans were obliged to put fire to parts, 
and not to all the portico's at once. 

Titus the next day having commanded part 
of his forces to put out the fire, and make a 
road up to the gates, for the eaſier coming up 
of his legions, took care himſelf to ſummon the 
officers. When ſix of the principal were come, 
namely, Tiberius, Alexander, generaliſſimo of 
the whole army, Sextus Cerealis, who comman- 
ded the fifth legion; Largius Decimus, the 
tenth ; Titus, the ſon of Frugus, who headed 
the fifteenth ; /Zternins Fronto, general of the 
two Alexandrian legions; and Marcus Antoni 
aus Fulianus, the governor of Fudea, beſides 
the other procurators and tribunes: I fay, when 
all theſe were met together, he held a council 
with them about the temple, Whereupon, 
*twas the opinion of ſome, to put the right of 
war in force; for that the Fews, ſo long as the 
temple ſtood, whither all of them fled, would 

never leave giving freſh diſturbances. 

But others had different ſentiments, and ad- 
viſed, © To preſerve the temple if the eus 
© would leave it, and none endeavour to keep 
it by force of arms, but to lay it in aſhes, if 
rhey continued to fight after they had got up 
into it; for it would become from that mo- 
ment a fortreſs and not a temple, and after- 
wards themſelves would not make the burnt 
ſacrifice, but they who had obliged them to 
rake ſuch violent meaſures.* Titus returned 
anſwer, and ſaid, © That ſuppoſing they ſhould 
fight after they had mounted and got up into 
© 1t, yet he would never revenge himſelf on 
inanimate things in the room of men; neither 
could he ever be brought to put fire to ſo vaſt 
and ſtupendous a building: For the Romans 
would be diſgraced if it was burnt ; and, on 
the other hand, it it ſtood, *twould be an or- 
ment to the Roman empire.“ This declara- 
tion fully convincing Fronto, Al. xander, and 
Cerealis, of Cz/ar's intentions, they came im- 
mediately into his opinion. In fine, the coun- 
cil broke up, and the officers had orders to 
make the other forces be quiet, to the end he 
might make uſe of the more ſtout, leaving at 
the ſame time a command for his cohorts to 
make a road through the ruins, and put out the 
fire. 

Labour and aſtoniſhment kept the Jes from 
making any attempt that day; the next day 
they re- aſſumed ſtrength and courage, and, a- 
bout the ſecond hour, ſallied out at the nor- 
thern, upon the guards of the exterior temple. 
They received the attack with great bravery, 
and defended their front with joining their 
ſhields together, as though ic had been a wall : 
But *rwas plain they could not endure the 
ſtruggle long, becauſe both the multitude and 
boldneſs of the ſalliers overcame them. Be- 
fore the Romans gave ground, Ceſar, who ſaw 
the battle from Antonia, came up to their aſ- 
ſiſtance with a choice body of horſe, The 
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eus were not able to ſuſtain the charge, and 
the foremoſt of them being Alain on the ſport, 
made moſt part of the reſt take to their heels, 
and fly. As ſoon as the Jews faw the Romans 
withdraw, they rallied about, and purſued 'em, 
but the enemy turning ſuddenly back upon 'em, 
they took to their heels again, till quite maſ- 
tered with ſuperior force, they threw themſelves 
about the fitth hour into the interior temple, 
and ſhut themſelves up in it, 
Titus went back to Antonia, with a reſolu- 
tion to attack them the next day with his 
whole army, and inveſt the temple. But, in- 
deed, God, by his unalterable ſentence, had 
long ago dopm'd it to the flames, and now the 
fatal day was come, after a revolution of ſeve- 
ral ages, which was the fifteenth of the month 
Loiis, when the Babhylouian king firſt ſer fire to 
it. The Fews themſelves were both the be- 
ginning and cauſe of its being laid in aſhes : for 
as ſoon as Titus was returned to Antonia, the 
ſedirious, who had been quiet for ſome time, 
fell upon the Romans again; whereupon a 
battle enſued between them and the guards of 
the exterior temple, who were endeavouring 
to put out the fire; but the latter forcing the 
Jews to flight, penetrated to the very temple, 
when a ſoldier ſnatching up a fire- brand, with- 
out waiting for any order, or fearing ſo bold 
an attempt, but haſtily raking up a piece of 
burning wood, as though he had depended on 
ſome divine aſfiſtance, and being aſſiſted by ano- 
ther fellow ſoldier, he threw the flaming fag- 
got through a golden caſement, which opened 
to the cells built about the north ſide of the 
temple. When the Fews ſaw the flames riſing 
upwards, they ſhouted aloud, reſembling the 
greatneſs of their diſtreſs, and immediately 
ran to the defence of the temple ; neither-did 
they think that their lives were to be ſpared, 
or their {trength remitted, when that was pe- 
riſhing, which they had been ſo intent before 
on ſaving. : 
Mean time, a perſon ran and acquainted 7j- 
tus with the news, who chanced to be now re- 
turned from the fight, and was reſting himſelf 
in his tent. When he had heard the news, he 
roſe up immediately, and made what haſte he 
could to the temple, in order to extinguiſh 
the flames. Behind him followed all his offi- 
cers, and after them their companies, in the 
greateſt ſurprize imaginable. Cæſar made all 
the ſigns he could, either with his voice or 
hands, to make his men extinguiſh the fire, but 
rhere was no ſuch thing as hearing his voice, a 
prodigious noiſe aſſailing the ears of the men 
on every ſide; neither did his ſoldiers take 
any notice of the motions he made with his 
hands, through their deſire to fight on the one 
hand, and their diſtracted reſentment on the 
other. Neither admonitions nor menaces could 
have any influence on the legions who ruſhed 
in between, to make them ſtop their career; 
but whereſoever fury led them, there they 
were all hurried; and being ſqueezed up to- 
gether into the paſſages, many were trod under 
toot by their own countrymen, and ſeveral o- 
thers talling upon the ruins of the portico's 
which were yet burning and ſmoaking, ſuffered 


Fravius JoSEPHUS 
the ſame hardſhips as the vanquiſh'd themfelves. 


On theircoming near the tem 
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ple, they made a 
pretence not to hear the commands of 77rus, 
and each exhorted the perfon who went before 
him, to throw fire into the temple. All hopes 
of giving any aſſiſtance were now taken away 
from the ſeditious, but in their room flights 
and fcenes of death filled every place; Great 
numbers of the low, detenceleſs, and unarm'd 
people, were put to death, whereſoever they 
were apprehended; and the altar was ſurround- 
ed with a mighty heap of dead bodies, and 
the ſtairs leading up to the temple, ſwam in 
blood, ſo that the bodies of thoſe who were 
ſlain upon them, ſlided down. | 
When Cz/ar found that all his commands 
and remonſtrances were to no purpoſe to reſtrain 
his ſoldiers, who ruſhed on as though ſome futy 
had ſeized them, and that the fire increaſed, he 
entered the holy place with his captains, and 
viewed every thing that was in it, ſo much ſpo- 
ken of by foreigners, and no leſs exalted and 
heighten'd by the encomiums and praiſes of the 
natives. When he obſerved that the fire had 
penetrated from no part into the interior tem- 
ple, but that only the building was expoſed to 
the flames which was erected round it, he 
thought, as he juſtly did, that ſo much might 
ſtill be preſerved : Whereupon, he jumped a- 
mong his men, and exhorted them to ſtrive all 
they could to put out the fire, giving orders 
at the ſame time to Cerealis the centurion, to 
beat off thoſe with his ſtick who diſobeyed. 
But all ſignified nothing; for reſentment, an im- 
placable hatred to the Fews, and a vehement 
deſire to fight, quite effaced all the revetence 
they ſhould have had for Titus, and all the 
fears which his prohibition had ſtruck them 
with. The hope of plunder was a great in- 


centive to many, who thought all within was 


full of money, when they had every thing a- 
bout them made in gold. One of the ſoldiers 
that had got in, when Cæſar ran to hinder the 
fire from ſpreading, privately ſet fire to the 
oſts of the gate; whereupon the flame break- 
ing ſuddenly within, Cz/ar and his officers pre- 
ſently came our, and not ſo much as a ſingle 
perſon offered to ſtop the progreſs of the tire, 
but ſuffered every thing to be laid in aſhes. 
And thus was the temple burnt againſt the in- 
tention and deſire of Cz/ar. e 
Now though every man may think a great 
deal of ſorrow is due for this temple, as it was 
the greateſt building we have ever ſeen ct 
heard, both for its admirable ſtructure, Iarge- 
neſs, and the magnificence that reigned thro 
all its parts, and the grand eſteem it always 
bore in relation to its holy things, yet we may 
take the greateſt ſatisfaction from this conſide. 
ration, that fate will exerciſe its ſway as well 
over mankind, as over buildings and places 
There is, indeed, ſufficient room to raiſe one“ 
wonder at the exact revolution of time: Fol 
as had been before obſerved, this calamity fel 
out on the ſame month and day, wherein the 
temple was firſt burnt by the Babylonia, 
Now the calculation, from the firſt ſtructure o 
this temple, which king Solomon began, to 15 
deſtruction, which happened in the ſecond 12 
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of Veſpaſſans's empire, make eleven hundred 
thirty years, ſeven months, and fifteen days, 
But from the ſecond building, which. Aggæus 


performed in the {ſecond year of king Cyrus, to. 


e the IEWISH VAR. 


713 
the deſtruction under Veſpaſian, are numbered 


= hundred thirty-nine years, and forty-five 
ays. . 
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The miſeries the Jews were expor'd to on the burning of che temple. Of the falſe 
os prophet, and the omens that went before the d:firuttion n, 


HE temple being now on fire, every 

1 6 thing that fell in the way was made a prize, 
and infinite was the {laughter of thoſe who 
were taken: There was no compaſſion for any 
age or ſex, no reverence for grey hairs ; but 
old and young, prophane and holy, were flain 
without diſtinction, together. All kind of per- 
| ſons were involv'd in the miſeries of the war, 
fuppliants as well as thoſe who endeavour'd to 
defend themſelves. The flames diffuſed their 
raging heat all over, and the groans of dying 
Jews heightened the crackling of the fire; and 

a man would have conjectur'd, from the alti- 

tude of the hill, and the greatneſs of the bla- 

zing building, that all the city had been on 
more dreadful or ſhocking than the noiſe at this 

conjectute; for the ſhouts of the Roman le- 

gious, who puſh'd forward together, carried an 

air of extreme gladneſs, while the ſeditious, 

hemm' d in with fire and ſword, were loſt in 
diſmal yells and groanings. Theſe people who 

were left in the higher places, fell upon their 

enemies in the greateſt frighrand conſternation 


fire. Certaivly there can be nothing conceiv*d 


imaginable ; and the adverſities they were in, 


were attended with nothing bur loud cries and 
lamentations: And the multitude in the city 
eccho'd with their ſhouts to thoſe who were on 
the hill. Abundance who were terribly worn 
and enfeebled with the famine, had recourſe a- 
gain to complaints and ſorrow, when they ſaw 
the remple in flames. Their cries reſounded 
back from Peræa, and the mountains round a- 
bit; and the aſſaults of thoſe who fought 
Pere contiderably increas'd hence : Yet the moſt 
melancholy flaughter made at this time, was 
more dreadiul than, all this tumult; for a man 
would have concluded that the hill, on which 
the temple was built, was going to be burnt up 
by the roots; nothing but fire being to be teen 
upon it: But there was a greater effuſion of 
blood than fire, and the flain were far more in 
number than the ſlayers. No part of the ground 
could any where be diſcover'd for the multi- 
tude of dead bodies that cover'd it, and the 
oldies were oblig*d to trample over the bo- 
dies of the fait to purſue the 7ews who fled 

om them. The confederate robbers, having 
broke through the Roman forces, with much 

ifficulcy got into the exterior temple, and 
thence, into* the city; while the reſt of the 
People fled into the exterior portico. Notwith- 
Randiag ſome of the prieſts at firſt bore away 
. e ſpoils belonging to the temple, and, after 
na ving pull'd up their ſeats, which were made 
ot lead, uſed them againſt the Romans inſtead 

0 . But when they found their aims and 
4 


their wealth. 
ſed at the expence of the rich. But now they 


intentions to no manner of purpoſe, , and that 
the fire was breaking in upon them, they with- 
drew to the wall eight cubits broad, and there 
remained. But Meirus, the ſon of Belgas, and 
Joſeph, the ſon of Dalæus, who were two of 
the more remarkable, threw themſelves into 
the fire, and periſhed together with the tem- 
ple, when they might have gone over to the 
Romans and ſav'd their lives, or ſtay'd where 
they were, in company with others, partakers 
of the ſame fortune with them. 

The Romans thinking *twas to no purpoſe 
now to ſpare the other buildings round abour; 
when the temple was on fire, ſer fire to every 
thing, to what remain'd of the portico's, and 
to all the gates, except two, one to the eaſt, 
the other to the ſouth, which they pull'd down 


. afterwards, Beſides all theſe, they burnt down 


the gazophylacia, or treaſure-houſes, wherein 
was an infinite ſum of money, an infinite num- 
ber of robes and other ornaments; and, to 
ſpeak ſhort, wherein the eus had repoſited all 
Theſe kind of houſes were rai- 


came to the portico of the exterior temple, 
which ſtill was ſtanding, were women, chil- 
dren, and a promiſcuous mnltitude of other 
perſons, to the number of fix thouſand, had 


taken refuge; but before Cz/ar had time to 


determine any thing about thoſe perſons, or 
give any commands to his officers, his ſoldiers, 
puſh'd on by reſentment, ſer fire to the portico. 
Hence it came to paſs, that ſeveral, endeavour- 
ing haſtily to get out of the flames, periſh'd, 
while others loſt their lives in the fire. Yer 
not a ſoul, out of ſo great a number, was ſ.y'd, 
Now the cauſe of theſe people's deſtiuction 
was owing to the infinuations ot a talſe prophet, 
who toretold the people at that time in the ci- 
ty, © That God had expreſly commanded they 
* ſhould go up into the temple, where they 
© were to receive a token of their preſervation.” 
This was no other than a contrivance of the 


tyrant's, who had ſuborn'd ſeveral ol theſe pro- 


phets at this time to ſeduce the people, under 
a pretence that they were to wait the aſſiſtance 
of God, in order to keep them from flying 
over to the enemy, and retain thoſe with hopes 
who ſeem'd above fear, or the guards that 
warch'd them. Now tis certain that man is 
readily impos'd on in his adveilities; and it 
he, whoſe aim is only to deceive, promiſes de- 


liverance from imminent dangers.; tis as cer- 


tain, that he who ſuffers, ſuffers himſelf to le 

the bait go down with him. 7 
Thus was a miſerable people gull'd by the 
perſuaſive words of impoſtors, who falſely at- 
8 8 | firm'd 


a 9 r 
— — — - _ 


£ — 
I 
2 : * 
8 n n 
N — ode we EI Je J E 
r OT OBE MIT CH NG * : 
4 '® _ ; - a X 
wy " _ W 2 - 
wav ee” We ·R¶ roy a OTE 
= * 


714 Fiavivs Jos EP HUS 


firm'd their miſſion from God: But neither 
would they give any attention to, or put any 


faith in thoſe manifeſt and evident prodigies 


which foretold their laſt ruin and deſtruction. 
But, like men overwhelm'd with amazement, 
having neither eyes, nor underſtanding, they 
ridicul'd and deſpis'd the prefigurations and 
predictions of God. The firſt thing forewarn- 
ing them of their deſtruction, was a ſtar, which 
hover'd over the city in the reſemblance of a 
{word ; and a comer was ſeen, for a whole year's 
ſpace, darting its fires, and illuminating the 
skies. And the next omen happen'd before rhe 
revolt, and the firſt breaking out of the war, 
when the people were aſſembled to celebrate 
the feaſt of Azymuth, on the eighth day of the 
month Xanthicas, when, about the ninth hour 
of the night, ſo radianc and bright a light ſhone 
round the altar and the temple, that it ſeem'd 
to be clear day, and continued full halt an 


| hour; which the ignorant took for a good and 


friendly omen: But the facred ſcribes rightly 
judged what were the portentous conſequences 
that were to enſue. And while the aforeſaid 
ſolemnity was celebrating a cow, on bein 


let fall a lamb in the middle of the temple. 


Beſides, the gate of the interior ſacrarium fa- 


cing the eaſt, which was all made of braſs, and 
of an immenſe weight, and which twenty men 
could ſcarce ſhut, about the evening, being 


ſupported by vaſt poſts, fortified all round with 


iron, whoſe ends ſunk into deep mortice holes 
in the ſtone entrance, which was of one entire 
ſtone : I ſay, this gate was ſeen, about the ſixth 
hour of the night, to open of itſelf; which 
the guards of the temple having obſerv'd, ran 
to the pretor, and -acquainted him with it; 
who, on coming up, had much difficulty to get 
it ſhut again. This omen, too, the ignorant 
and illiterate took for the beſt; namely, that 
God had open'd the gate of good things for 
them : Whereas the learned and judicious were 


of opinion, that the ſecurity of the temple 


was voluntarily departed with them; that the 


gate open'd to gratify their enemies, every one 


being of belief that their deſtruction was pre- 


figur d under the prodigy. And a few days 


after, the ſolemnity was over, on the twenty- 
firſt day of the month Artemiſius, a prodigious 
ſight appear'd, far exceeding all manner of cre- 


dit. For what I am going to recite, would (I 


am perſuaded) appear monſtrous and fabulous, 
was it not well atteſted by perſons who were 
eye-witneſſes, and the calamities ſubſequent 
thereupon prefigured by probable ſigns: For 
there were ſeen, before ſun-fer, chariots wheel- 
ing a-loft in the air, all over the country, and 
arm'd companies ruſhing through the clouds, 
and throwing up trenches round cities. And, 
on the feſtival day, which is call'd penticoſt, 
the prieſts going into the temple in the night, 
to perform their ſervices, according to cuſtom, 
ſaid, they heard at firſt a kind of motion and 
noiſe, and then the voice as of a thick multi- 
tude, pronouncing aloud, let us remove hence. 
But what ſeems more dreadful than all theſe, 
is couch'd in the following: One Fe/us, the 
fon of Ananus, a Plebeian, and a countryman, 
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four years before the war broke out, while the 
city enjoy'd a profound peace, and plenty of 


provifions was in every place, on coming to 


the ſolemnity, whereat tis cuſtomary for all 
the Fews to pitch tents in honour of God, 
broke out ſuddenly, as he ſtood by the temple, 
into the following rapture : A voice from the 
eaſt, a voice from the weſt; a voice from the 


four winds, a voice againſt the city and againſt 
the temple, a voice againſt bridegrooms and a- 


gainſt brides, and a voice againſt all the people. 


Which words, he utter'd day and night, pro- 


claiming them loudly throughout all the ſtreets 
of the city. . 

Some of the principal Fews; who were of- 
fended at theſe words, took the fellow, and 
ſeverely whipp'd him; who made no manner 


of defence for himſelf, neither offer'd to ſpeak 


againſt thoſe who ſcourg'd him; but perſiſted 
in proclaiming the words he had firſt devulg'd. 
This procedure making the Jewiſh magiſtrates 
imagine that the fellow's emotion was ſomewhat 
divine, Carried him before the Roman gover- 
nor, and was laſh'd to the very bones, before 


being him; yet never offer d to make any interceſſion, 
brought by the prieſt to be made a ſacrifice, 


or to ſhed tears; but, in the moſt miſerable 
and mournful manner he could, diſmally chan- 

ed his voice, and made bitter exclamation at 
every ſtroke he receiv'd, in theſe words: Wee, 
woe, to Hieroſolyma. Albinus, who was then 

2 5 1,7 

governor of Fudæa, put the queſtion, and ask'd 
him who he was, and whence he came, and 


what made him ſpeak ſuch words? To all 


which he return'd no manner of anſwer. Nei- 
ther did he ceaſe lamenting the city in this 
manner, till Albinus, thinking him a mad man, 
diſcharg'd him. He was never obſerv*d all the 
time, till the breaking out of the war, to go 
to any of the citizens, nor to ſpeak any thing 
elſe, but continue to lament in the words, Wee, 
woe, to Hieroſolyma; as it he had meditated 
ſome kind of prayer: Neither offer'd he to wilh 
ill againſt any one, though affronis and buffet- 
ings were daily given him; neither would he 
ſpeak well to thoſe who relieved or gave him 
victuals : But his anſwer was, always, page 
the ſame thing to all, a ſorrowful preſage. But 
at times of the celebration of ſolemn days, I 
was more loud in his exclamations : And tho 
he had continued doing thus for ſeven years, 
and five months, yet, in all that time, his voice 
did not once become hoarſe, neither ſeem'd he 


tir'd, till, being an eye-witneſs himſelf of the 


omens foretelling the deſtruction, during the 
ſiege, he ceaſed from ſpeaking any more. For, 
happening to be walking on the walls, he broke 
out again, with a loud voice, into Wore, oe, l 
this city, and to the temple, and to the people: 
And, on coming to ſpeak theſe laſt words, Moc 
to myſelf, alſo; he was firuck with a fton® 
from one of the Roman balliſiæ, and inſtantly 
died, giving up the ghoſt with the ominous 
words in his mouth. 5 
Would any one, now, conſider a while en 


this, he will find, that mankind are in the pro. 


tection of God, who ftrives, by all manner 
ways, to foreſhew them thoſe things that * 
conducive to their welfare, and that tis 


their own madneſs, and volunrary misforrones 


they owe their deſtruction. For the Tews 
made a ſquare tempie, after Antonia was pull'd 
down, though *rwas thus written in their ora- 
cies; Then ſhall the city and temple ve taken, 
when the temple appears inthe figure of aſquare. 
But what was the main thing to puſh them on 
to the maintenance of the war, was, an ambi- 
guous prophecy found in their ſacred books, 
That about thoſe Times one ſhall ariſe out of their 
own borders, and put the whole world under his 
obedience, Which they, indeed, applied as 
peculiar to themſelves, and ſeveral wiſe men 


X FTER the ſeditious were fled for re- 

flüge into the city, the Romans ſet fire 
to the temple, and every place about it; and 
after they had carried their ſtandards into the 
ſacred place, and ſet them up againſt rhe eaſtern 
gate, they ſacrificed to them, and proclaimed 
Titus emperor with vaſt acclamations of glad- 
neſs. All the Roman ſoldiers were ſo enrich'd 
wich the plunder they made, that a pound of 
gold was fold for half the price, 1a Hria, it 
before went at. Mean time, thoſe prieſts hap- 
pening to remain on the wall where they had 
taken refuge, a boy, who was almolt parch'd to 
death with thirſt, begged the Roman guards to 
give him their hand, conteſſing to them the vaſt 
thirſt he had upon him. The guards, out of 
compaſſion to his age and neceiſitous condition, 
gave him the hand; whereupon, he came down, 
drank what he would himſelf, and then, after 
he had fill'd a pitcher with water, which he 
brought with him, flipped away, and got up to 


purſue him; but they taxed him wich his per- 
tidy : Whereupon, he made them anſwer, 
Thai he had atied nothing coatrary to his pro- 
miſe; and that they had given him the hand, 
not that he ſouls ſtay with them, but only that 
he ſhould come down, and draw water, both 
which he bad f aithfuily execuied ; and thereſore 
he apprehended he had no way infringed his faith, 
This artifice, and the fine addreſs the boy de- 
livered himſelf with, was matter of the utmoſt 
ſurprize to thoſe he had thus impoſed upon. 
But when the fifth day came, the prieits, who 
were quite reduced with hunger, came down, 
and, being carried by the guards before Titus, 
begged him to take compaſſion upon them. But 
he told them, That the time was paſt wherein 
they might expect pardon, and the only thing was 
loft that might have entitled them to his favour, 
and therefore that the prieſts ought to expiate 
their crimes inthe ſame flames as had burut the 
leuple. And having ſo ſaid, he commanded 
due puniſhment to be inflicted upon them. 
hen the tyrants and their parcizans. found 
the war hot on every ſide about rhem, and thar 
there was no way to make their eſcape in their 
then ſituation, they intimated. to Z:ztus that 
they wanted a parly with him. He, according 
© MIS uſual complacency,and natural humanity, 
"nd being till deſirous of ſaving the city, be- 
des his friends perſuading him, who concluded 


his contederates. None of the guards could 
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were deceiv'd in the gloſs they put upon the 
paſſage. For the prophecy meant no more 


than Peſpaſians's empire, who was declared em- 


peror in F#422. But tis a thing impoſſible for 
mankind to ſhun the decrees of fate, though 
they ſee them before hand. Some of them put 
conttractions on ſome of theſe ominous ſigns, 
juſt as their fancies led them; while others en- 
tirely diſregarded them, till the deſtruction of 
their city, and the ruin of themſelves, laid 
open their madneſs and tolly. 


CHAP. VI. 1 

How the Romans repeated their acclamations on Titus, after they bad ſet their 
ſtandard in the temple. The words Titus made uſe of to the Jews, to ha ve the ſup- 

pliants ſpared. Their anſwer to him, which moved up his reſentment. 


the ſeditious would entertain more moderate 
ſentiments, placed himſelf in the weſt part of 
the exterior temple. For the gates ſtood here 
above the Xy/tus, and the bridge which join'd 


the higher city to the temple, which ſeparated 


the tyrants and Cæſar. Several companies of 
men 1n arms ſtood thick together on both ſides ; 
the Fews about Simon and Fohs being in a du- 
bious hope of obtaining pardon, and the Ro- 
mans, who were about Cæſar, waiting to ſee what 
ſort of reception 27s would give him. After 
Tits had given orders for his foldiers to reſtrain 
their reſentment, and keep their darts withif 
their quivers, he, as the ſign of being victor, firſt 
open'd the diſcourſe. © What? O men! are you 
© not yet ſatiated with the misfortunes your 
country has already ſuſtained; nor do you bring 
© to mind our courage, and your weakneſs? But 
do you go on to deſtroy, by an amperuous ary, 
and inconſiderate madneſs, your own people, 
© city, and temple, together? You yourſelves 
being on the point of juſt deſtruction; who, 
* after Pompey had ſubdued you, were the nrſt 
© to attempt freſh ditturbances, and now have 
© mainrained on open war with the Romans? 
* Say, is it the multitude of your inhabitants you 
place ſuch confidence in; Let me tell you, a 
very inconſiderable portion of the Roman forces 
© have made reœſiſtance againſt you. Is it upon 
* your auxiliaries, then, that you truſt? But what 
nation, out of the limits of our empire, would 
* chuſe to aſſiſt the Fews before the Romans? 
* Is your dependance placed on your bodily 
« ſtrength? But, let me tell you again, that the 
© Germars pay obedience tous. Is it the ſtrength 
© of your walls that makes you thus preſumptive? 


But ſay, what walls can reſiſt: more than the 


© ocean? And yet the Britains, encloſed with 
© this bulwark, honour and pay reverence to the 
© Roman arms. Say, is it to the patience of your 
* ſouls, and the craftineſs of your generals? You 


are not ignorant that the Cartghaginians were 


made captives; ' wherefore *cis our humanity 
© that has made you enemies to the Rowans, who 


* were the firſt that gave you a country to pol- 


© ſeſs, and granted you kings of ycur own na- 
< tion ; who, afterwards, preſerved. your accuſ- 
© tomed laws, and lett you at-liberty not onl 


© to live ſeparate, but jointly with others, as 


„ yourſelves ſhall think fit: And who, (which 
© 15 the greateſt thing of all) permitted you to 
© exact tribute in the name of God, and receive 


* donations, 
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* donations, without ever hindering or giving 
© any leſſons to thoſe who made their offerings : 
© And all this to make you powerful enemies 
© againſt us, and with out money to create freſh 
© hoſtilities againſt our repoſe and quiet. And, 
© at laſt, after you were thus ſwelled up with ſo 
many tine advantages, you have emptied your 
© full ſtomachs againſt thoſe who crammed you; 
© and, like ſerpents, have vomited your poiſon 
© upon thoſe who indulged you. Be it ſo; you 
© {corned the indolence of Nero, and, like bro- 
© ken and diſtorted limbs, kept quiet againſt 
© yourſelves at another time; but, when the diſ- 
© temper broke out, you ſhewed yourſelves rea- 
dy, and gave perfect ſigns of your immoderate 
« defires to entertain ambitious hopes. My fa- 
© ther came into your country, not to exact pu- 
© niſhment for the. crimes committed by Ceftzus, 
© but only to give you his advice, and warn you 
© to a good behaviour. Tis true, indeed, he 
© ought, had he come purely to ſubdue you, to 
© have ſtruck at the root, and immediately have 
© demoliſh*d_ this city, but he choſe rather to 
© ravage the places about Galilee, and the re- 
© gion itſelf, in order to afford you an opportuni- 
© ty of ſeeing into your miſcarriages. But this 
© humanity of his you looked upon as an infir- 
© micy, and a piece of great weakneſs ; and the 
© lenity of the Romans has proved the cauſe of 
© your preſumption. When Nero died, you acted 
© the part of baſe men, making the civil broils 
© that diſtracted our empire ac that time an han- 
© dle for you to aſſume courage; and when my 
© farher and I were abſent in Agypt, you laid 
© hold of the opportunity to make warlike pre- 
© parations; neither were you aſhamed to give 
© diſturbance to princes declared ſo, whoſe ex- 
_* traordinary humanity, in point of being gene- 
© rals, you have remarkably experienced. Yet 


* when the empire devolved upon us, when a 


© profound tranquility reigned throughout our 
© dominions, and foreign nations ſent their am- 
© bafſadors to congratulate us on our acceſſion to 
© our new dignity, yet the Jes then ſhewed 
© themſelves our enemies. The ambaſladors, 
you ſent to the people beyond the Euphrates, 
© had no other errand then to foment commoti- 
© ons; you erected new walls, ſeditions broke 
© out among you; the tyrants among you fell out 
© 1nto unjuſtifiable quarrels, and an inreſtine 
© war took birth, which ſeveral enormities are 
© alone what become the character of ſo wicked 
a people. I came, indeed, before your city 
© with mournful orders from my father, who him- 
« ſelf was againſt them; but my ſatisfaction was 
© great, when I found that the minds of the peo- 
© ple were inclined to peace. Before the war 
© broke out, I begg'd you to lay down your arms; 
© I ſpared thoſe who had committed their hoſtili- 
ties a long time; I gave my honour to thoſe 
© who deſerted, and inviolably maintained my 
© faith with them after they came over to my 
© party : I ſhewed my compaſſion to abundance 
© of priſoners ; I put the queſtion to thoſe who 
© ſtrove to puſh on the war; I planted my ene- 
© mies againſt your walls, againſt my own incli- 
© nation; I ſhewed myſelf on all opportunities 
© ready to reſtrain thoſe who thirſted after 
ſlaughter, and, as often as victory inclined to 
my ſide, fo often did I admoniſh you to peace, 


FLAvius Jostrenvus 


| © ſition to this, you ſtand clad in arms now; 
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© as though I had been the vanquiſhed party. 
© When l made my approaches to the temple, I 
© voluntarily put my mind again the law of war; 
I intreated you to be merciful to your own ſo- 
* lemn things, and preſetve your temple;leaving 
you at liberty todepart quietly with your lives; 
* and, if you ſo thought fit, granting you a 
power to maintain the war in any other place. 
© But you ridiculed me, and ſet all theſe conde- 
* {centions at nothing; you have laid your tem- 
ple in aſhes by your own hands; and now laſt, 
vile, faithleſs men, you urge me to a parley, 
Ho can you conſerve ſo famous a thing, as 
© that which you have loſt > Or what mercy, 
© think you, are you worthy of enjoying, after 
* the deſtruction of your temple ? But, in oppo- 


neither do you give the leaſt ſigns of repen- 
* tance even in the laſt extremity of your ene- 
mies. O miſerable Fews./ on what confi- 
* dence do you build your hopes? Is not your 
people extinguiſh*d ? Is not your temple de- 
* {troy*d ? Is not your city reduc'd to my obe- 
* dience? Are not you yourſelves within my 
power? And yet, for all theſe, you take it 
© for a glorious act of bravery and fortitude 
© merely to ſhew an inclination to die? But L 
© won't diſpute with ſuch obſtinate and perverſe 
© minds: Only throw down your arms, and 
© ſurrender voluntarily, and your lives are your 
© own. Theſe I give you on theſe conditions, 
cin order, that, like a merciful maſter in a fa- 
© mlly, after 1 have puniſh*d the incorrigible and 
© incurable, I may ar laſt preſerve the re- 
© mainder.” IE 
The anſwer they retnrn'd to this remon- 
ſtrance, was this: That they could not on no 
terms receive his conditions, having mutually 
taken an oath from one another never to do ſo. 
That they begged liberty to depart through the 
fortifications, where he had made this wall, their 
deſign * to retire into the deſart, and leave 
him in poſſeſſion of the city. This anſwer, 
rouz'd up Titus's reſentment to a violent height, 
to find them, who were in the condition ot 
ſlaves, impoſe articles like ſo many conquerors. 
 Whereupon, he gave orders for an herald to 
make proclamation, Thar not a ſoul of them 
ſhould then for the future fly over to him, or 
expect any indulgence (for he would give no 
quarter to any ; ) that they were left to make 
the beſt uſe of their might and ſtrength, and 
_ conſult the propereſt means to ſave themſelves. 
For now he was reſolved to put the law of arms 
in execution, And ſo ſaying, he commanded 
his ſoldiers to burn and plunder the city. But 
nothing was done that day. On the day fol- 
lowing, they put fire to the regiſter-houſe, to 
Acra, to Curia, and the plac'd nam'd Opa. 
The flames diffus d their rage to Helen's palace, 
which ſtood in the middle of Aera; and the 
allies, and houſes cramm'd with the bodies of 
thoſe who periſh'd by the famine, were burnt 
down. | T7 
About the ſame time, the ſons and brothers 
of king [zalas, with many other foreign nobi- 
lity, who were aſſembled there, implored C2. 


ſar's protection; who, notwithſtanding = Son 


” 
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paſſion he was in at all thoſe who remained, 
preſerved his uſual humanity, and received 
them, but confined them under ſtrict guards; 


CHA 


717 
and as for the king's ſons and relations, thoſe 


he ſent priſoners to Rome, ſome time after- 
wards, as hoſtages. | 


P. VIII. 


The things that afterward; befel the ſeditious, who committed and ſuffered ſeveral 
 #ls and bardſhips. How Cæſar got poſſeſſion of the higber city, 


EAN time, the ſeditious made an at- 
. tack upon the palace, whoſe great 


ftrengeh had drawn abundance of perſons to re- 


poſit their effects in it, and drove the Romans 
thereout ; after which, they put to the ſword 
a matter of eight thouſand and four hundred of 
the people that were aſſembled together there, 
and took away all the money. TWO Roman 
ſoldiers happened to be taken alive, one a 
horſeman, the other a footman. "This latter 
was immediately ſlain, and dragged through all 
the city, as though they had a mind to reven 

themſelves on the Romans in the body of one 
man. The horſeman ſaying he had ſomething 
to communicate which would be to their ad- 
vantage, they carried him to S mon, but hav- 
ing nothing to ſay when he came before him, 
one Ardelas, belonging to his guards, had the 
charge to puniſh him; who having faſtened his 
bands behind his back, and thrown a veil be- 
fore his eyes, brought him in ſight of the Ro- 
mans, as though he had been going to cut off 
his head ; but he had the fortune to eſcape to 


the Romanus, while the Few was drawing his 


ſword. However, Titus thought it unreaſon- 
able to put the man to death now he was got 
out of the clutches of his enemies; but bein 

of opinion he was a ſoldier unworthy of the 
Romans, for ſuffering himſelf to be taken alive, 


he took away his arms, and drove him out of 
his troop: A circumſtance far heavier than 


death, to a generous man. 
The Remans, the next day, ſcoured the 
lower city of the robbers, and ſet fire to every 


thing as far as Siloa. They were glad to ſee 


the city in flames, but came ſhort of the plun- 
der, che ſeditious having drained every place 
betore them, betore they withdrew into the 
higher city. Theſe misfortunes gave them no 
manuer of uneaſineſs; but they carried off 
every thing with a polite air, as if things had 
ſucceeded according to their deſires. In ſhort, 
when they ſaw the city in a blaze, they faid 
they muſt wait death with a brisk countenance, 
as nothing would be left for the enemy to 
make prize of, now the people were ſlain, the 
temple burnt, and the city on fire. Let in 
theſe laſt extremities oſephus {till thewed him- 
{elf willing to intercede for what remained of 
the city. He enlarged a great deal on their 
cruelty and impiety; he gave them abundance 
ot exhortatien to {ave themſelves ; but gain'd 


4 
% 


nothing for all his pains and concern for them 
than mocks and jeers in return, And becauſe 
they would not now ſurrender to the Romans, 
for their oath's ſake, and were not able to fight 
the Romans on equal terms, as the fiege cloſely 
hemmed them in, and as they were accuſtomed 
to dip their hands in blood, they poſted them- 
ſelves in ſeveral parties before the city, and 
laid in wait for thoſe who endeavonred to eſ- 
cape through the ruins. Several had the miſ- 
fortune to fall into their hands; they flew all 
(or hunger prevented them from: retreating 
aſt,) and afterwards threw their carcaſſes to 
the dogs. In ſhort, any fort of death was 
eſteemed more tolerable than hunger ; ſo thar 
although they had no reaſon to expect mercy 
at the hands of the Romans, yer they ventur'd 
to go over to them, and voluntarily fell in a- 
mong the ſeditious, who were exerciſing their 
bloody purpoſes: And there was not a place to 
be found throughout the city, but was filled 
with dead, the victims either of famine, or the 
ſedition: For ſlain and macerated carcaſſes lay 
every where in heaps, which either hunger, or 
the factious Jews, had deſtroyed. 
The laſt ſhift the tyrants, and the faction of 
robbers, who were confederates with them, had 


to ſave themſelves, was in the common ſewers 


and places under ground in the city: Their 
hopes were all built upon theſe. They thought 
if they took refuge in theſe ſubterraneous holes 
there would be no finding them out; and con- 
cluded, as ſoon as the war ended, and the 
Romans drawn off, they would find an eaſy op- 
ge to get our, and make their efcape. 

ut they never conſidered they were dreaming 
all this time, and that they were not to find 
ſuch favour as either to hide themſelves from 
God, or the Romans. In ſhort, the dependance 
they put on theſe dark places, made them burn 
more places than the Roman, had done, which 
was not all: For they mercileſsly put to death 
thoſe, who, to avoid the flames, reſorted into 
theſe ſubterraneous caves, and ſtripped them. 
If they found any proviſion about any, though 
it was ſtiffened with blood, they eagerly ſnatch- 


ed it away, and devoured it. In fine, a real war 


broke out among them about the ſpoil and plun- 
der they made: And 1 ſhould be apt to ima- 
gine, had not deſtruction prevented them, their 


extravagant cruelty would have drove them to 
have fed upon the bodies of the flain. 
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p. VIII. 


How Cæſar erected his Mounts againſt the higher City; after which he gave Orders 
for bis Engines to be planted, and thereupon made himſelf abſolute Maſter of the 


whole City. 


HEN Cæſar found the higher city, 
which was placed on a ſteep deſcent, 
was not to be taken without erecting mounts, 
he diſtributed the work among his men on the 


' twentieth day of the month Loirs ; but almoſt 


inſurmountable difficulties lay in the way, of 
getting wood, all, as we have obſerved above, 
having been cut up for a matter of an hundred 
furlongs round the city, to build the former 
mounts. Four of the legions had their portion 


aſſigned them in the weſt part of the city, over- 


againſt the royal court: The auxiliaries, and 
others, were employed againſt the Xy/{us, who 
ſeized upon the bridge, and Simon's tower, who 
had built it for a fortreſs of his own during 
the diſpute between him and 7h. 

The Idumean generals aſſembling privately 
together about this time, enter'd into a conſul- 
tation about the means of ſurrendering them- 
ſelves : They hit upon the expedient of ſend- 
ing five perfons to Tyres, to implore his pro- 


tection, which was accordingly done. Titus 


ſuppoſing the tyrants wculd conſiderably leſſen 
their obſtinate meaſures, were the Idameaans 
drawn away, who made a large ſhare of the 
battle, was ſome time in hearing them ; bur at 
length promiſed them fafety, and ſo ſent the 
men back. While they were making ready for 
their departute, Simon got intelligence of the 


| ſecret, and immediately put to death the five 


perſons who had been ſent to T:tus He ſerzed 
upon the generals, the nobleſt of whom was 
James, the ſon of Se, and ſecured them in 


priſon. He gave orders to obſerve the mo- 


tions of the Idumæans, who were now depriv'd 
of their officers, and in an unſettled ſituation, 
and commanded ſtricter guards to protect the 


walls. Yet all this precaution was not ſuffi- 


cient to hinder deſerters ; for though a great 
many were ſlain, yet the number that eſcaped 
was abundantly ſuperior. The Romans ſuſ- 
pected every one, and, becauſe Titus had ſuf- 
tered his moderation to out-weigh his former 
orders, his men kept their hands from ſhedding 
blood, through hopes of making advantages to 
themſelves from the plunder ; for none bur the 
lower ſort being left, the reſt of the multitude 
with their wives and children, were fold for 
erifles, as there was a large number of ſlaves, 


but very few purchaſers: Notwithſtanding Cæ 


{ar had commanded proclamation to be made, 


by the mouth of an herald, for none to deſert 
ſingly, but bring their families along with em, 


yet for all this he received ſuch as came ſingly, 
having before-hand appointed ſer perſons to ſe- 
parate ſuch as were thought worthy of puniſh- 
ment. And, indeed, an intinite number was of 
thoſe who were ſold ; but a matter of forty 
thouſand of the Plebeian fort were preſerved, 


and ſent by Cæſar to different places, as every 
one liked beſt. 


Much about this time, one of the prieſts, the 
ſon of Thebuthus, named Jeſus, having obtain- 
ed from Cz/ar an oath of indemnity, provided 
he deliver'd him ſome of the ſacred inftruments, 
came out and gave him, from the wall of the 
temple, two candleſticks, reſembling thoſe that 
had been repoſited in the ſacred houſe, beſides 
tables, goblets, and phials, all of ſolid gold, 
and very ponderous ; and hangings, and prieſt's 
robes, with ſtones, and ſeveral other veſſels 
uſed in the holy worſhip and office, Add to 
this, Phineas, the keeper of the ſacred trea- 
ſures, happening to be apprehended, diſcover'd 
the tunicks, and ſacerdotal girdles, a vaſt quan- 
tity of purple and violet, which were preſerv'd 
for uſing in the hangings, among which was a 
large quantity of cinnamon, caſſia, and other 
aromatick ſpices, which were mixed together 
daily, and made a ſweet ſavour to God. And, 
more than all theſe, he gave him ſeveral other 
things of great value, and abundance of ſacred 
ornaments, which gain'd him, though taken by 
compulſive: means, the ſame pardon as the o- 
ther deſerters had given them. 5 

At laſt the Romans having finiſhed their 
mounts 1n eighteen days time, on the ſeventh 
of the month Gorpicens, planted their engines, 
the fight ſo terrifying ſome of the ſeditious, 
who now began to deſpair of holding out the 
City, they abandoned the walls, and withdrew 
into Acra . Some, indeed, concealed themfelves 
in the places under ground; while others, put- 
ting themſelves into ſome appearance of / order 
and diſcipline, repulſed thoſe who ſtrove to ap- 
proach with their helepoles. But the numbers 
aud force of the Romans were too much for 
the beſieged to ſuſtain, and, what was parti- 
cular, men joyfully overcame the Jets, now 
drooping, and faint. As ſoon as the beſieged 
ſaw a part of the wall broke down, and ſome 
of the rowers give way to the. ſhocks which 
the rams gave, they fied immediately, and the 
tyrants were ſeized with a more violent pannic 
than ſuited with their condition: For before 
the enemy offered to ſally in, they were like 


perſons in a maze, and ready to take to their 
heels. A moment or two before they were to 


be ſeen arrogant, haughty, and boaſting ot 
their impious deeds ; but now ſo de jected and 
fearful, that the change, though in ſuch baſe 
wretches as they certainly were, deſerved pit). 
They made, indeed, fome ſtruggles, by attack- 
ing the fortifications to repulſe the enemy) 
break through the guards, and ſo eſcape. Bit 
when they no where ſaw thoſe whoſe faithful 
aſſiſtance they had before experienced (i 
every one were got away whither neceſſi 
prompted them), and that ſome of their 1s 
told them of all the wall weſtward being bro, 
ken down, others, that the Romans were got 


in, ſome, that bands of enemies were at then 


heels 


had ſeen the Romans in the towers (the miſtake 
of their fight being owing to their fear,) they 
threw themſelves proſtrate on the ground, and 
mournfully deplored their indolence, and, as 
though there nerves had been cur, were not 


may the ſurprizing power of God be known by 
any one, and the fortune of the Romans For 
the tyrants were the only cauſe of diveſting 
themſelves of their ſecurity, having voluntarily 


in the world, and only famine, could have ſub- 
dued. The Romans, who had ſuſtained ſo ma- 
ny hardſhips and difficulties in gaining walls 
much weaker than thoſe towers, had the for- 


which we have took an opportunity to deſcribe 

above, were too firm to yield to the united 

force of all the enemy's engines. 
In ſhort, having abandon'd theſe towers, or 


jection upon their ſpirits, they fled immedia- 
rely into the valleys beneath t But their 
fears ſoon making them think of their miſtakes, 
they endeavour'd to ſeize on a fortreſs that 
vas built there; but applying too little cou- 


ö rage to the nature of the enterprize (for fear 
. and hardſhip, and the joint calamity of the fa- 
5 mine, had impair'd their ſtrength,) they were 
/ repuls'd by the guards, oblig'd to ſeparate, and 
s ſeek refuge in the places under ground. The 
: Romans thus having gain'd. the walls, ſet up 
It their ſtandards in the towers, and celebrated 
h their victory wirh joy ful ſhouts and acclama- 
87 5 | 
8, 

he 


were the tyrants Simon and John. 


HEN Titus made his entrance into the 

city, among other things his ſurprize 
was increaſed at the ſtrong towers and fortifi- 
cations of the place which the tyrants had ſtu- 
pidiy abandoned. 'Then reflecting in his mind 
the ſolid height of each, the prodigious ſtones 
they were built with, and their exacteſt join- 
wgs together, both as to length and breadth, 
he broke out in theſe words: We have carried 
on this war, ſaid he, under the auſpicious pro- 
tection of God; tis God alone who has taken 
away the Fews from thoſe ſtrong- holds; for of 
what ſervice and aſſiſtance are human means, 
and martial engines, againſt ſuch rowers? And 
much more to the ſame purpoſe did Titus ſpeak 
then to his friends: He diſcharged thoſe from 
their confinement who had been thrown into 
Priſon by order of the tyrants. Now he gave 
the fad command to eradicate this other City, 
and pull down its walls, bur leſt the towers 
= ſtanding monument of his fortune, through 
noſe proſperous aid he had made himſelf ma- 


Ur of thoſe places which were not to be won 
human force, 


able to make their eſcape. And, from hence, 


abandoned the towers, which no human force 


tune to win them, againſt which, all their en- 
gines were no proof: For the three towers, 


rather the will of God bringing a terrible de- 
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heels to find thera out, and others, that they. 


tions, becauſe rhey had found the period of the 
war attended with leſs inconveniences than the 
beginning. Having mounted the laſt wall with= 
out ſpilling of blood, they could not believe 
their own conqueſt; and ſeeing no body offer- 
ing to withſtand them, they were at a ſtand 
whither to turn themſelves. In the concluſion, 
they fallied ſword in hand into the narrow 
ſtreets, and farisfied their deſires by putting to 


death all they apprehended, and laying in athes 


all the houſes, with thoſe who had taken refuge 
in them. As they were waſting ſeveral, which 
they enter'd for the ſake of making plunder, 
they tound entire families of dead perſons, and 
houſes full of thoſe who had periſh'd by the 
famine, This ſight ſtruck them with horror, 
and made them come out again empty handed. 
The flain and dead were not only thoſe who 
moved their pity, but the living too gave 'em 
the ſame concern : However, reſentment ba- 
niſhing compaſſion, they put to the ſword 
every one they met, and ftopp'd up the ſtreets 
with dead bodies: All the city ſtream'd with 
blood, and ſeveral places that were on fire were 
extinguiſh'd with the blood of the lain. Till 
night, the Romans continued the ſlaughter, 
when they ſheath'd their ſwords, but then the 
fire prevailed. FHhiero/olyma was in a blaze on 
the eighth day of the month Gorpicens, and the 
ſiege expos'd it to ſo many cruel calamities as 
the good things 1t had received from its firſt 
foundations, wherewith, had it continued to 


flouriſh, it would moſt certainly have been en- 


vied; yet its vaſt unhappineſs was what it did 
not deſerve, only for the wretched offspring it 
produced, who were the entire ruin of it. 


S 
The commands Cæſar gave when he made bis entrance. The number of thoſe who were 
taken and lain. - Of thaſe who took refuge in the places under ground, among whont 


But though ſlaughter and ſpilling of blood 
had tired out the Roman ſoldiers, a vaſt multi- 
tade of inhabitants and others ſeemed ſtill to 
remain; upon which, Cz/ar gave orders to put 
to the ſword thoſe only who appeared in arms, 
or offered to make reſiſtance; and to take the 
reſt priſoners alive. According to theſe orders, 
they went to put their ſwords in execution; 

but, beſides thoſe who were commanded. to be 
ſlain, 2 great many old and weak perſons ſut- 
fered at the ſame time: Thoſe ot gayer and 
younger years, who were fit for ſervice, wers 
forced into the temple, into the women's apart- 
ment, and there had one of Cz/ar's freed- 
men {ſet over to watch them, while Fronto, one 
of the emperor's friends, was commiſſioned to 
determine what he ſhould judge each ſeverally 
deſerved, In conſequence hereof, he put to 
death all the ſeditious and. robbers who con- 
demned one another by their own diſcoveries 
againſt one another; but reſerved, for a tri- 
umph, the beſt of the youth, and who were re- 
markable above the reſt for tallneſs and beauty. 
Thoſe who were above ſeventeen years of age, 
were 
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were ſent bound into Ægypt, to work in the 
mines there: But Titus diſtributed great num- 
bers throughout the provinces, and many others 
to engage wild beaſts, and fight in the theaters. 
Thoſe who were under ſeventeen years of age, 
were ſold. And during the time Fronto was 
engaged in making the ſeparation among them, 
a matter of twelve thouſand periſhed through 
hunger, occaſioned by the hatred of the per- 


ſons ſet aver to guard them, on one ſide, 


as having nothing to eat, and by their re- 


| fuſing to take what was given them, on the 


other. 

The number of all the captives made pri- 
ſoners during the whole courſe of the war, a- 
mounted to fourſcore and ſeventeen thouſand: 
And thoſe that periſhed during the ſiege, were 
reckon'd at eleven hundred thouſand. The 


greater part whereof were of the ſame nation, 


but none of the ſame country. For thoſe who 
had aſſembled from all parts of the country to 
celebrate the feaft of Azymuth, were, on the 
breaking out of the war, ſuddenly block'd up 
in the city; ſo that the narrowneſs of the place 
to contain ſuch a vaſt multitude, was firit the 
cauſe of a peſtilence, and afterwards of a fa- 
mine. And that the city was able to contain 
ſuch an infinite number, may be evinc'd from 
thoſe, an account of whom was taken under 
Ceſtius; who, deſiring to remit to Nero, who 
ever hated the Fews, an account of the perſons 
of full age within the city, ask*d the favour of 
the prieſt to number the people, if they could 
any method. Accordingly, when the feaft, 
call'd the paſſover, came, when they generally 
continue ſacrificing from the ninth to the ele- 
venth hour, each victim having a number, ne- 
ver leſs than ten perſons affign'd to it, it being 
unlawful to feaſt alone, and ſometimes twenty 
are ſeen together at one victim; I fay, at this 
feſtival there were reckon'd two hundred fiſty- 
fix thouſand, and five hundred facrifices. So 
that this computation, by taking in ten perſons 
to every victim, will amount to two millions, 
and ſeven hundred thouſand men, all ſound and 
whole : For neither could lepers, or thoſe who 
had a flux of ſeed, or women having their men- 


ſes upon them, nor perſons any other way pol- 


lured, partake of theſe ſacrifices, but even fo- 


reigners were prohibited, who came on account 
of religion. | 
This vaſt multitude flock'd hither from o- 
ther places; but the whole nation ſeem'd at 
this time as though ſhut up in priſon by 
ſome unaccountable fataliiy; and the war in- 
veſted the city quite cramm'd with people, 
In ſhort all the hardſhips brought upon the 
Zeus by human force, nay, the peſtilence which 
God ſent among them, came far ſhort of the 
vaſt and almoſt incredible number of thoſe who 
periſh*d. Some of thoſe who ſhew'd them- 
ſelves were put to the ſword, others the No- 
mans made priſoners; others, who conceal'd 
themſelves under ground, were narrowly ſearch- 
ed after, and every one that firſt appear'd, were 
ſlain. Above two thouſand were found dead 
in theſe ſubterraneous places, ſome having 
put a period to their lives with their own 
hands; others by the wounds they gave one 
another, but more having periſh'd by famine, 
As the perſons enter'd theſe places, the dead 
carcafles threw a nauſeous ſmell into their 
noſtrils, which made ſeveral immediately re- 
tire back; but others, through coveteouſneſs, 
were hardy enough ro go in and trample 
over the heaps of the dead; for ſeveral 
things of great value were found in theſe 
caverns, and every method of making advan- 
tage and ſpoil was thought honeſt and juſtifi- 
able. Many, indeed, were brought out and 
ſet at liberty, who had been kept priſoners 
there by the tyrants; for even in their ex- 
tremeſt difficulties, no part of their uſual cru- 
ly and barbarity was lain aſide. But God 
inflicted a puniſhment on both, as each deſery- 
ed: For John, expoſed to the raging famine 
in company with his brothers in the caverns, 
ſuppliantly implored that protection from the 
Romans which he had fo often deſpiſed. As 
for Simon, preſs'd hard with his enemies and 


hunger at the ſame time, as we ſhall have 


an opportunity, to mention in the ſequel, he 
ſurrendered himſelf, and was reſerved for a 
triumph to his own deſtruction, while Jobs 
was condemned to perpetual impriſonment. 
Mean time, the Romans ſet fire to corners of 
the city, and levell'd the walls with the ground. 


a 4% LE 


How the city of Hieroſolyma, after having 


been five times taken, was again ſack's, 


A ſbort recapitulation of the biſtory. 


HUS was the city of Hieroſolyma ta- 
1 ken in the fecond year of Y:/pa/jan's 
reigh, on the eighth of the month Gor- 
picens, Ir had five times before been won, 
and happened now again to ſuffer the like, 
nay, a worſe fate. Aſochæus, king of the 
AHuezptians, Antiochus, after him, then Pom- 
pey, and, after all theſe, Sous and Herod, 
took and poſleſs'd it: But, prior to theſe, 
was the conqueſt the Babylonian king made 
ot it: He beſieged and waſted it thirteen 


hundred ſixty eight years, and ſix months, 
from its firſt foundation. The firſt founde! 
was a prince of Chanoneans, who was {tilled 
in the language of the country, The Fuf 
King. This appellation well ſuit vit 
his character: For this reaſon he was * 
firſt who officiated in the office of ptieſt o 
God: And being the firſt that built the 
temple, he gave the name of Hieroſolyms 1 
the city, which was called So/yma bejore 


David, king of the Fews, after he had dr 
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yen the Chanameans ont of it, gave it to his 
own people to inhabit; and the Bail] 
ſack'd it four hundred ſixty ſeven years, and 
ſix months, after his days. Now from the 
time of king David, who was the firſt of the 

ews that reigned in it, to the deſtruction of 
It accompliſhed under Titus, are eleven hun- 
dred ſeventy nine years. And from the firſt 
toundation to the final deſtruction of it, are 
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two thouſand one hundred and ſeventy ſe- 
ven years. But neither its antiquity, nor its 
vaſt riches, neither the character of the na- 
tion which was ſpread over all the world, nor 
the grand fame of its religious worſhip, were 
ſufficient to avert in the leaſt its deſtruckion. 
And this is the end of the ſiege of Hie- 
roſolyma. 
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tributed rewards to them, 


T. 


4 
+. WA \ 
YU. 


FTER that the army had 
ther enemies left to kill, or things 
remaining to make plunder of, 

| every thing being taken away 
from their enraged minds (for 
they ſtill would have exerciſed 
the right of war, had there been materials for 
it,) Cæſar commanded them to level with the 
ground both all the city and the temple, pre- 
ſerving only the towers of Pha/ael, Heppicus, 
and Mariamne, which carried the pre-emi- 
nence above the reſt, and that part of the wall 
which ſurrounded the city to the weſt; the lat- 
ter for the benefit of encamping thoſe men 
which he deſign'd to leave in garriſon there, 
and the towers, to acquaint poſterity what kind 
of city, and how defenced, the Roman valour 
had conquered. They who were ſet about le- 
velling the city, made all the reſt ſo flat with the 
ground, that perſons coming thither would hard- 
ly have believed it had ever been inhabited. 
Now this was the ſad period of Hiero/olyma, a 
city of vaſt ſplendor, and of the greateſt repu- 
tation among mankind, wholly owing its fatal 
deſtruction to the frenzy and madneſs of thoſe 
who put things into contuſion. 

Cz/ar was determined to leave the tenth le- 
gion ſome troops of horſe, and companies of 
foot, in garriſon there. And having thus brought 
to a concluſion all the part of this war, he was 
deſirous to commend all his army for their fine 
actions and performances, and reward the va- 
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nei- liant with gifts and preſents, according to their 
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merit. Accordingly, having order'd a large 
tribunal to be erected in the middle of the 
lace where his firſt camp ſtood, he mounted 
it, with his generals, and officers, of greateſt 
note, about him, and then deliver'd himſelt, 
when he found he could be heard by his whole 
army, in the following words: That be return- 
ed them infinite thanks, for continuing in ther 
duty and loyalty to him. He praiſed them for 
faithfully executing his orders during the while 
courſe of the war, and that with the greateſt v4- 
lour in the worſt and extremeſt dangers; which 
had extended the empire of their country, and gi 
den all mankind full demonſtrat ion that neither 
the multitude of an enemy,neit her the ftrong-holds 
and fortifications of countries, neither the mag- 
nitude of cities, neither the raſh and imperuous 
boldneſs of adverſaries, neither their barbar0us 
2 were able to break the force of the ſupe. 
rior Romans, though ſome had the indulgence of 
fortune aſſiſting them in many particulars. He 
told them, it was glorious aud honourable to put“ 
period to a war which had been of ſo long comr 
nuance, Neither could he wiſh them any bettet 
ſucceſs, when they made their entry, But tb 
2 hj4 one article was more gloriops aft tynourabl 
thanthereft,that they hadjoyfu YIyſubmitted them 
ſelves to thoſe generals and adminiſtrators . 
Roman empire which themſelves had made,al 


diſpatched before into their country; aud " 
| practe 


peaceably received their orders and commands, 


accounting it their duty to pleaſe thoſe who bad 


been eleſted to rule over them. 

That he admired and loved them all, as be- 
ing fully convinced every one had ſhewed them- 
ſelves ready for the attack as ſoon as it could 
be done. And that he would immediately 
confer prefents and honours upon thoſe who 
had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſuperior might 
in battle, or honoured their lives by the at- 
chievement of valiant deeds; for none, who 
had beſtowed extraordinary pains in the en- 
agement, ſhould go without a reward due to 
fis valour and merit. And that it was his 
chiefeſt care and ambition, to ſhew himſelf al- 
ways more ready to reward the courage of his 
fellow ſoldiers with gifts and honours, than to 

infi&t puniſhment upon the tardy and guilty. 
So ſaid, he ordered thoſe who were commiſ- 
ſion'd to that purpoſe, to give him the names 
of ſuch as had behaved gallantly in the war. 
And, accordingly, calling them by their ſeveral 
names, he commended them extremely when 
they came before him, proteſting the gladneſs 
and fatisfaction their native courage, and va- 
liant actions, gave him: After which, he plac- 
ed crowns of gold upon their heads, preſented 
them with gold chains, and long gold ſpears, 
and ſtandards made of filver, and changed the 
poſts they enjoyed in the army, to higher and 
better. Nor was this all: He diſtributed to 
them large preſents our of the ſpoils, as gold, 


r 
c 
e W HIL E Titus Czſar was buſied in car- 
d rying on the ſiege of. Hieroſolhma, Veſ- 
lt paſſan embark'd on board a ſhip of burthen, 
f, and croſs*d over to Rhodes from Alexandria; 
le from whence ailing in a trireme, after he had 
1 made a viſit to all the cities in his voyage, 
tir which received him with congratulation and 
for honour, he paſs'd out of Ionia into Greece, and 
jole om thence weighing anchor at Corcyra, he 
va. ſtruck upon the promontory of Fapygia, from 
ich whence he took his journey by land. Titus, in 
gi- the mean while, marched from Cæſaria on the 
ther ſea-coalt, and came to the other Ce/aria, which 
olds 5 called Philippi, where he took up his ſtay 
nag- ome time in the repreſentation of all kinds of 
(4015 ſports and ſhows : Baring which, abundance of 
ou priſoners were expoſed in them, and loſt their 
27 wes; others forced to encounter wild beaſts, 
ce L 2 others to combat in companies between 
Cemlelves, And it was here that Titus catch'd 
pi ö oe, the ſon of Gioras, who was taken in 
2 me following manner: During the ſiege of 
ge Herojolyma, this Simon reſided in the higher 
f are ety, but when once the Roman army was got 
11 % low the walls, and had laid waſte all the ci- 
1 7 2 1 took thoſe of his friends he could moſt 
of = de in, ſeveral ſtone-cutters, materials ne- 
de,, lay for their buſineſs, and a ſufficient ſtock 
bot proviſi 


ions to hold out many days, and then 


Book VII. Of the JEWISH VAR. 


723 
ſilver, garments, and other things gained in 
plundering. And thus he rewarded every one, 


according as each deſerv'd, and merit claim'd : 
After which, he came down from the tribunal, 


having firſt wiſh'd all bleſſings on the whole 
army, amidſt the united and unanimous ſhouts 
and acclamations of his ſoldiers, and went to 
offer ſacrifice for the victory ; and after he had 
procur'd a great number of bullocks, he flew 
them all after wards upon altars appointed for 
that purpoſe, and gave them among his army 
to feaſt themſelves. And during three days he 
himſelf continu'd feaſting with them, after 
which he diſcharg'd the reſt of his men to go 
 whereſoever they pleas'd : But the tenth legion 
was order'd into garriſon at Hieroſolyma, and not 
to go back to Euphrates, where it had been 
quartered before. As for the twelfth legion, 
which he ſtill remember'd to have been foil'd 
by the Fews under the command of Ceſtius, he 
ſent every man in it out of Syria (for Rapha- 
neæ was the place of its former quarters, ) to a 
place called Melitene, ſtanding on the Euphrates 
in the confines of Armenia and Cappadocia, 
While he was pleaſed to keep the fifth and 
fifteenth about his own perſon, till he arrived 
in Agypt. And afcer he was marched down 
with his army to Cz/area, he laid up there the 
reſt of the ſpoil taken at Hiero/o/yma, and gave 


orders to have a ſtrict guard and watch over 


the captives. For the winter ſeaſon hindered 
him from failing into Ttaly. | 


C-H:A4 II. 


Titus exhibits various ſhows at Cæſarea Philippi. Of Simon the tyrant; bow he 
was taken and kept for a triumph. 


let himſelf, friends and all together, down into 
a dark cavern, through which, ſo far as the old 
paſſage under ground would let them, they 
paſs'd. But chancing to come againſt firm and 
ſolid ground, they digged through ic, hoping 
if they got any farther, they ſhould arrive to 
a place of ſafety, and fo preſerve themſelves. 
But the trial of the undertaking proved the 
hopes, they had formed, groundleſs: For the 
perſons employed in making the paſſage had 
proceeded but a little way, before their ſtock 
of proviſions, which they uſed ſparingly, began 
to fail them. Upon this, Simon, as though he 
could deceive the Romans by terrifying them, 
dreſſed himſelf in a white tunic and purple 
ſurcoat, and in that guiſe popp'd out of the 
ground in the very place where the temple had 
long ſtood. They who ſaw him, were, at firſt, 
in ſome ſurprize, and kept till in their poſts, 
but ſoon afterwards drawing nearer, they ask'd 
who he was. Simon made no anſwer to this 
queſtion but bade them call him captain. 
Upon which, they preſently ran to him, and, 
among the reſt, Terentius Rufus, who had been 
left commander of the garriſon; who, after he 
had received a true and faithful account of - 
ſuch queſtions as he put to him, put him in 
chains, and kept him confined, and then ſent 
word to Cæſar of the manner of his being ap- 
prehended. 
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rehended. Thus was Simon given up by God 
into the hands of his bittereſt enemies, to at- 
tone for all the eruelties he had committed on 
the citizens, over whom he had ſhewn himſelf 
a mercileſs tyrant. *Tis true, he was not ta- 


ken by compulſive means, but he voluntarily 


threw himſelf upon his puniſhment, for having 
put ſo many cruelly to death, through a falſe 
charge of revolting to the Romans. Now tis 


indiſputable that wickedneſs and villainy can 


ever pretend to avoid an- incens'd God ; and 
*tis ſure, that his juſtice can never be baffled : 
On the other hand, the Almighty, one time or 


other, revenges his diſhonour on thoſe who Rome. 
tranſgreſs in theſe articles, and terribly enfor- 
CHAP. III. 


Titus takes a great number of Jews off as he celebrates the birth-days of bis farben 
and brother. The Jews at Antioch are expoſed to danger from Antiochus Judæus 
who baſely infringed the laws. p 


TTY HILE he reſided here, he ſolemniz d 
the birth day of his brother in a very 
ſplendid manner, attributing, as part of the 
honour he ſhew'd him, a great number of Jes 
to be made ſacrifices of. Now the number a- 
mounted to upwards of two thouſand and five 
hundred of thoſe who were forc'd to encounter 
with wild beaſts, or expos'd to the flames, or 
who periſh'd by fighting with one another; yer 
theſe cruelties, though inflicted after a thou- 
ſand different ways, were look'd on by the 
Romansas too ſmalla puniſhment to that which 
they juſtly deſerv'd. When Cæſar was come 
to Barylus (which is a city of Phenicia, and a 


Roman colony,) he ſtay*d there ſome time, and 


celebrated his father's birth- day with more than 
ordinary pomp, both with reſpect to the mag- 
nificence of the ſights, and the ſurprizing ex- 
pence laid out in new entertainments. And 
during this ſolemnity abundance of Jews were 
conſum'd, as had been done before. 

Much about this time, the Fews, who re- 
main'd at Antioch, happen'd to be involv'd in 
ſeveral accuſations laid againſt them, and even 
expos'd to the hazard of their ruin, by means 


of the citizens of Antioch, who ſhew*d them- 


ſelves now their profeſs d enemies on two ac- 
counts: 'The firſt, for ſeveral falſhoods ſet on 
foot againſt them at this conjunEture ; and the 
other tor what had been ſome little time before 
tranſacted. Concerning which, I think my ſelf 
under a neceſlity to premiſe ſomething, in or- 
der to let my reader into an eafier underſtand- 
ing Ly ſuch points as were afterwards ma- 
nag d. 

Now a great part of the Fewi/h nation was 
diſpers'd among the natives of the different 
countries of the world; but Syria, by reaſon 
of its near neighbourhood, had the greateſt 
ſhare, eſpecially Antioch, whither the largeneſs 
of the city, and chiefly the liberty of dwelling 
therein granted by the ſucceſſors of Antiochus, 
had drawn vaſt numbers: For Antioc hus, ſur- 
named Epiphanes, rifled the temple, after he 
had ſack'd Hiero/olyma, but thoſe who enjoy'd 


lieve themſelves out of the reach of his aven.. 


7 


che kingdom after him, gave back to the Jew, 


ces his puniſhments on wicked men, who be. 


ging arm, becauſe their crimes are not reward.. 
<d with an immediate puniſhment. 'This was 
what Simon fatally experienc'd after he fell a. 
mong the incens d Romans For his ſudden 
coming from under ground, was made the cauſe 
of finding a vaſt number of the reſt of the ſe. 
ditious in their lurking holes. Mean time, H. 
mon was carried bound in chains to Cæſar, who 
was now return'd to Cæſarta on the ſea- coaſt 
being order d by him to be kept for his tri. 
— which he was preparing to make at 


* 


living at Antioch, all the braſs donations which 
had been taking out of the temple, to be laid 
up in their ſynagogue, and allow d them at the 
ſame time an equal ſhare of the city in con- 
junction with the Greeks, The ſame favour 
they found from the kings who reign'd after- 
wards over them; by which indulgence their 
number vaſtly increas'd, and the temple was 
enrich'd with all manner of ſplendid gifts and 
ornaments. But this was not all: They drew 
abundance of Greeks to embrace their religion, 
whom, in ſome ſort, they made the abettors of 
their party: But when the war was proclaim'd, 
and Veſpaſian juſt arriv'd in Syria, and all the 
Fews involv'd in an univerſal hatred, then one 
among them nam'd Antiochus, who was in 
great repute for his father's ſake (for he was 
the chief of the 7ews within the city,) having 
ſummon'd together the people, ſtepp d into the 
theater,and there accus'd his father and others, 
pretending they had derermin'd one night to 
{et all the city on fire: And having ſo ſaid, he 
ſurrender'd up to them ſome foreign Fews, a8 
being privy to the conſpiracy. When the peo- 
ple were acquainted with this horrid nes, they 
were not able to reſtrain their anger, but ot- 
der*d thoſe, who had been delivered up to em, 
to be burnt, and immediately all in the theater 
were laid in aſhes. But this did not ſuffice: 
They haſtened to fall upon the reſt of the 
Fews,concluding, the prefervation of their at 
depended upon putting them quickly to death 
Bur all this while Antiochus was endeavouriny 
to raiſe up their reſentment to a greater pitch: 
believing he ſhould give a clear proof of © 
alteration of his religion, and his hatred to tie 
Fewiſh cuſtoms, provided he ſacrificed after the 
Grecian manner. Conſequent to which, he c. 
dered the people to oblige the reſt to the ſaw 
things, inſinuating, that thoſe who rein 
would appear enemies and traitors in the fron” 
eſt light. On the citizens of Antioch endes 
vouring to put this ſtratagem to the trial, # 
few indeed, came into it, and thoſe were by 
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when Antiochus had obtained a body of forces 
from the Roman governor, he harraſſed thoſe 
citizens who were under his command in a 
barbarous and villainous manner, not only de- 
riving them of the ſolemn right of deſiſting 
From their labours on the ſeventh day, bur 
compelling them to do all thoſe things which 
they generally tranſacted on other days; nay, 
by his immoderate power he brought them to 
ſo cruel a neceſſity, that the ſolemnization of 
the ſabbath at Antioch was not only ſet aſide, 
but other cities were neceſſitated to do the like 
for a ſhort time. 1 I 
While the Fews at Antioch were expoſed to 
theſe cruel hardſhips, another calamity fell up- 
on them, which, as we have made it our deſign 
to treat of, we have given an Account in the 
ſequel, Now it happened that the market- 
lace of the city, wh:ch was a ſquare, the court, 
halls, regiſters and palaces were burnt ; nay, 
it ſeems, the fire had likely to have over-run 
the whole city, and laid it in aſhes; ſo pow- 
erful was it, and fo difficult to extinguiſh it. 
Antiochus charged the Fews with the thing; 
whereupon, the men of Antioch, who were 
ſufficiently enraged againſtthe 7ewsalready, were 
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to death who refuſed or rejected the offer. But 


725 
eafily ſet againſt them now, from the late fire 
by means of Antiochus, who ſuppoſed his words 
would obtain greater credit from what had 
been alteady done, as though they had only 
wanted eyes to have ſeen the Jews raiſe ſo 


dreadful a fire. In ſhort, as if puſhed on by 


ſome fury, they, with one accord, and with 
a terrible violence, fell upon the accuſed Fews. 
Their force was ſuch, that Cæus Collega, an 


ambaſſador, had much a-do to put a ſtop to 


their meaſures, by deſiring to have the affair 
referred to Ceſar. It ſeems Ve/pa/ian had ſent 
Cæſennnius Pætus, governor of Syria, to him 
but it happened that he was not arrived. Cu- 
lega, indeed, having made diligent enquiry 
into the affair, came to the bottom of it, and 
found that none of the Fews, accuſed by Au- 
tiochus, had had any hand in it, but that the 
authors of the villainy were a pack of neceſſi- 
tous men in debt, who ſuppoſed to ſcreen 
themſelves from being arreſted, provided they 


burnt courts and places where the public re- 
cords were kept. All this while the Fews were 


in the greateſt fear imaginable, ſtill expecting 
ſome fatal conſequence or other from the ac- 
cufations that threatened them. | 


RA. . . 


Of the manner Rome received Veſpaſian. How the Germans were again reduced to 


the Roman obedience after they had revolted, and the Samaritans, after their 


incurſion into Myſia, forced to return home. 


EAN while, Titus Ceſar received a 
meſſenger from his father, who brought 
him very agreeable news, that all the cities in 
Italy had gratefully and willingly entertained 
him, but chiefly Rome, which had ſhewn him 
extraordinary honour. and reſpect. This meſ- 
ſage filled the emperor's ſoul with a tide of 
gladneſs and pleaſure, and agreeably relieved 
him from the concern he had had about him. 
All people throughout Italy, had Veſpaſian in 
their thoughts, as though he had been coming 
when he was at a great diſtance from them; 
and their extraordinary deſire to ſee his perſon, 
made them take the expectation of him for his 
arrival : Nay, they ſhewed ſignal marks of re- 
ſpect to him, when they laid under no manner 
of neceſſity for it. For the ſenate keeping ſtill 
ireſh in remembrance the trouble and ills they 
had ſuſtained. from the reſtleſs temper of their 
princes, long'd to receive an emperor, advan- 
ced in years, and crowned with immortal ho- 
Nour for the glorious deeds he had performed, 
waich they knew was the only thing to ſecure 
the welfare of the Roman ſubjects. But, beſides 
this, the people, who had been ſufficiently 

arraſſed with inteſtine broils, were by ſo much 
ue more eager for his coming, as they conclu- 

ed they ſhould obtain a ſure deliverance from 
their misfortunes, and perſuaded themſelves 
their ſecurity would be attended by an opulence 
of other things, But chiefly, the army had 
their eyes turn'd upon him, as they were the 


ae” who knew tho greatneſs of the cam- 
els © 2 


paigus which had been gloriouſly fniſh'd under 
his conduct. They had experienced the igno- 
rance, incapacity, and indolence of other offi- 


cers, and wanted extremely to be rid of the 


ſhame : But YVe/pajzan was look' d upon as the 
only man able both to fave and honour them, 
and all their wiſhes were to have him among 
them. When thoſe, who were more dignified, 
perceived this univerſal eſteem for the emperor, 
they concluded it was no longer time for them 
to wait expecting his arrival, but went a conſi- 
derable way out of Rome to meet him. Let 


this did not hinder others from doing the like, 


who could not endure thinking to ſtay behind; 
but all flock'd out together, and every one 
made it plainly appear, that their deſires were 
vaſtly more to go than remain at home: So 
that this may be juſtly ſaid to be the firſt time 


that the city ſaw ſo pleaſing an unreſort in it. 


For they who went to meet the emperor were 
conſiderably more than thoſe who remained be- 
hind. When news was told them that he was 
but at a ſmall diſtance, and thoſe who went be- 
fore had acquainted them with his civil and 
courteous deportment to all he met, then all 
the company, with their wives and children, 
rank d themſelves on either fide of the road to 
receive him, and every party, as he paſs'd by, 
glad and well pleas'd with getting a fight of 
him, ſpoke evety thing in his commendation, 
calling him their benefactor, and preſerver, and 
the only man who deſerv d the Roman empire. 
All the city, on this occaſion, might be com- 
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par'd to 2 temple, being full of garlands and 
perfumes. But after he was got to the palace, 
which was done with exceeding difficulty, by 
reaſon of the throngs of people round him, he 
offer*d up to his hoaſhold gods gratulatory ſa- 
crifices for his ſafe arrival. The people imme- 
diately, by their tribes, families, and neigh- 
bourhoods, fell ro feafting, pouring out liba- 
tions to God, with hearty wiſhes that Ve/pa- 
fran might enjoy length ot years, and preſerve 
the empire, and that his ſons, and their — 
rity, might live to enjoy the empire on ſo firm 
a dotted, as that no force might be able 
to over-turn it. And this was the feſtivity 
and alacrity the Roman city receiv'd Veſpaſian 
with, after which, it ſoon began to feel a ride 
of extraordinary felicity roll upon irt. 
While Titus was carrying on the ſiege at 
Hieroſolyma, before the time that 1 1 
went to Hlexandria à great part of the Ger- 
mans revolted, being follow d at the ſame time 
by the Garls, their neighbours in the confede- 


tacy, who hop'd by ſuch a powerful union to 


ſhake off their obedience to the Romans. It 


ſeems the Germans had two reaſons to make 


this defection, and proclaim war againſt their 
maſters; the firſt being grounded on nature it- 
ſelf, deſtitute of ſound advice, and hurrying 
on, with a ſmall glimpſe of hope to make trial; 
the other was built on their hatred to thoſe 
who governed them, becauſe they knew them» 


ſelves and their nation were made ſlaves to the 
Romans only by compulſive means. But what 
gave them the Der confidence, was, the 


eaſonableneſs of the time they had revolted 
in. For ſeeing the Roman empire diſtracted 
and torn in pieces by ſeditious and civil trou- 


bles, occaſion'd by the frequent changes of 


their emperors, and hearing that all the coun- 
tries under their dominions were in a tottering 
and precarious ſtate, they judg'd the ſeaſon the 


beſt in the world, as theſe troubles concurr'd 


at this time-to favour their deſign, Now they 
who were the main promoters of this rebellion, 
and had led them on with hopes of liberty, 
were one Claſicus and Vitellius, two of their 
commanders, who had but too fully prov'd 
their deſire ſome time before of doing this, 


which was now confirm*d by the opportunity 


they had taken to put their views in execution, 
and make trial of their ſcheme with the multi- 
tude, who ſeem'd fond to embrace it. But 
while great part of the Germans were daily re- 


| 72505 and the others inclin'd to the ſame end, 


Veſpaſian, as though mov'd to it by ſome divine 
providence, wrote a letter to Petilius Cerealis, 
who had been governor of Germany. before, 
wherein he declared him conſul, with or- 
ders to paſs over into Britain, and take npon 
him the government of that Iſland. But as he 
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was preparing to go to the place appointed 
him, he received news of the German revolt; 
whereupon, he fell vigourouſly with his army 
upon them, as they were then aſſembled toge- 
ther, and flew a conſiderable number in the 
battle, thereby forcing them to throw down 
their arms and acknowledge a better ſenſe of 
their duty. But now ſuppoſing that Cerealis 
had not arrived time enough in the German 
arters, this would not have ſecured them, 
for they were doomed to be chaſtis'd in a little 
{pace afterwards : For as ſoon as the firſt news 
of the defetion came to be told at Rome, Do- 
mitian Cæſar, on the report, did not like the 
other Domitian (for he was very young), raiſe 
ſcruples about proceeding on ſo weighty an un- 
dertaking : But ſharing the inborn courage of 
his father, and being, more than became his 
years, trained up to the exerciſe of arms, he 
march'd directly againſt the Barkarians ; who, 
terrified at the report of the Roman incurſion, 
ſubmitted themſelves through fear: By which 
act, they procured this advantage, which was 
the greateſt, namely, that they were reduced 
to their former obedience withour ſpilling of 
blood, or any other hardſhip, In fine, Domi- 
tian having put all things about Gaul into 
ſuch a ſtate of quiet as became him, and which 
ſeemingly were not eaſily to be put again into 
contuſion, return'd to Rome with ſplendor and 
renown, having atchieved a glorious train of 
actions ſuperior to his years, but what ſquated 
finely with the glory of his father. 
Juſt at the ſame time as the German revolt, 
aboye-mention'd, happen'd to fall our, news 
was brought to Rome of a Scythian invaſion. 
For thoſe Scythians who had the appellation of 
Samaritans, to a great number, privately paſs'd 
over the 1#her into My/za ; after which, with a 
prodigious force, (their coming being nor fo 
much as dreamt of) they fell upon the Romans, 
and flew a great number of thoſe they found 
in the garriſons; and Fontejus Agrippa, who 
went out to give them battle, loft his lite in 
bravely defending himſelf: After which, they 
made inroads into all the ſubje& country, ta- 
vaging and waſting every thing they fell upon. 
Veſpaſian coming to hear of theſe proceedings, 
and the havock made in Myſia, ſent Rubrius 
Gallus to puniſh the rebellious Samaritans, 
who, in ſeveral encounters, put many of them 
to the ſword : But thoſe who had the fortuue 
to eſcape his arms, were ſtruck with fear, and 
return'd home. When Rabrius had put a pe- 
riod to this war, he took meaſures ro ſecure 
the quiet of the country for the time to come. 
For he put ſtronger and more garriſons into the 
places about the /#her, ſo that the Barbarians 
were effectually ſtopp'd from paſſing over. And 
thus was the Myſi an war ſoon determin'd. 


A 


eſpaſian. 


5 & ITUS CASAR took up his abode at 
Berylus for ſome time, as we have obſer- 
ved above, but he went from hence, and, thro' 
all the cities of ria which he paſs'd, exhibited 
ſhows of vaſt magnificence, and made uſe of the 
captive Fews in theſe ſpectacles, to diſcover 
their own deſtruction. Now in his journey he 
chanc*d to eſpy a river, the nature of which 
deſerves a place in our hiſtory. ' Ir runs in the 
midſt between Arnea, a city belonging to king 
Agrippa, and the Raphanæ, and has a won- 
derful property; for when it flows it has a full 
channel, and its ſtream is pretty brisk and ra- 
pid, but afterwards its ſprings dry up, and for 
fix days it appears without any water at all; 
and then, as if it had ſuffer'd no mutation at 
all, flows on the ſeventh day as it did before: 
Which order it is obſerv'd to purſue exactly at 
all times. From whence it derives its name of 
Sabbaticas, being ſo called from the ſolemn 
feſtival celebrated by the Jews on the ſeventh 
da 4 „ 
Now as ſoon as the people of Antioch heard 
that Titus was near this city, they were not 
able, through exceſs of Joy, to confine them- 
ſelves within the walls of the town, but haſt- 
ened to get out and meet him; and ſo eager 
was their deſire to ſee him, that they went a 
matter of thirty furlongs, and more, out of rhe 
city accompanied all the way with their wives 
and children. When they drew near and ſaw 
him they poſted themſelves on both ſides of 
the road, and ſaluted him with ſtretch*d-out 
arms, at the ſame time pronouncing all manner 
of kind wiſhes upon him; after which, they re- 
turn'd with him. Nothing now was to be heard 
but prayers and acclamartions, of wiſhes for dri- 
ving away the Jes out of the city. But Ti- 
tus gave little regard to their ſollicitations, 
and heard their petitions with a cool and quiet 
temper. However, the eus were at a loſs to 
know his ſentiments, or how he intended to 
deal with them, and conſequently were in the 
greateſt ſear and doubt imaginable, But Titus 
did nor ſtay at Antioch ; he preſently march'd 
to Zenguia, a city ſtanding on the Euphrates, 
where he was receiv'd by the ambaſſadors of 
Vologeſus, king of the Parthians, who preſen- 
ted him with a crown of gold, and were come 
to congratulate him on his Jewiſb victory. Af- 
ter he had receiv*d the preſent, he entertain'd 
them in a magnificent manner, añd then retur- 
ned back to Antioch, where the ſenate and in- 
abitants of the town begg*d him in an extreme 
manner to come and vifit their theatre, where 
2 vaſt multitude of perſons were aſſembled to 
ſee him. And, accordingly, he generouſly 
*omplied with their deſires. Here they began 
"$11 to be exceedingly importunate and ſolli- 
"Nous about having the Fews expell'd their ci- 
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Of the river Sabbaticus, which Titus ſaw as he march'd into Syria. How the people 
of Anrioch preferr'd 1 to Titus 


againſt the Jews, were rejected. Of the 


ty ; whereupon, he' made them this notable 
anſwer, That the city, whither the Jews ought to 
go back to, was overthrown, and conſequently 
they had no place to receive them, When the 
men of Antioch found themſelves diſappointed 
of their firſt perition, they had recourſe then 
to another. They begg*d he would be pleas'd 
to take away the tables of braſs, whereon the 
Fewiſh laws were inſcrib'd. But Titus refus'd 
to comply with this requeſt :' On the contrary, 
leaving them at full liberty, to enjoy all they 
had before in the country, he departed for - 
Opt. When he was come to Hieroſolyma in his 
journey, and had made a compariſon between 
the miſerable havock made in the place, and 
the antient ſplendor it bore, when he had pau- 
ſed a while on the exceeding greatneſs of the 
works that had been thrown down, and the 
beauty of the city, he could not refrain from 
ſhewing compaſſion to the melancholy downfal 


of ſo renowned a city: He ſhew'd himſelf not 


like another who probably would have expreſs'd 


his joy, for having ſubdu'd ſo famous and ſo 


great a city : On the contrary, he ſeyeral times 
denounc'd curſes on the authors of the revolt, 
and on thoſe who had been the cauſe of bring- 
ing ſo heavy a puniſhment upon the city, mak- 


ing it clearly appear to the world, that his in- 


tentions were far from purchaſing honour at 
the expence of hardſhips and calamities in- 


flicted on the Jews. A great part of the riches 


of this vaſt city was found in the ruins: For 
the Romans dug out a great deal, but more, 
namely, of gold and ſilver, and other valuable 
things, which the owners had conceal'd in the 
ground through the uncertainty of the war, 


were taken away by the diſcoveries the captive 


Fews made. 
In the mean while Titus purſu*d his propo- 


ſed journey to Zgypt, and, having travelled 


over the deſart with wonderful expedition, ar- 
riv'd at Alexandria; and having determin'd to 
take ſhipping for Italy, he ſent back the two 
legions, that accompanied him, to their old 
quarters, the fifty into Mya, and the fitteenth 
into Pannonia. As for Simon and John, the 
leaders of the captives, and about ſeven hun- 
dred others, whom he had pick'd out for their 
fine perſons and tallneſs, theſe he order'd im- 
mediately to be tranſported inte Ita, to grace 
and adorn his triumph. Having perform'd his 
voyage to his own wiſhes, the city of Rome 
was equally deſirous of receiving him, and, ac- 
cordingly, went out in proceſſion to meet him, 
as it had done for his father. What gave 7i- 
tus an extreme advantage in point of honour 
and greatneſs, was his father's meeting and re- 
ceiving him. And the vaſt crowds of citizens 
had a kind of divine joy diffus'd over their 
minds, when they ſaw the three met together 

in 
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in one place. A few days after, they deter- 
min'd to perform a triumph, in common to all 
three, for the famous actions each had atchie- 
ved, although the ſenate had decreed one to 
each.. And when the day was fix'd for cele- 
brating the magnificent pomp of this victory, 
not one, ſcarce, out of ſuch an infinite number 
of citizens, ſtay d at home; but all, without 
diſtinction, went out, and ſeiz'd upon ſo much 
ground as they could well ſtand on, to ſee the 
light, leaving only a ſufficent ſpace for the 
emperors to walk in. 
All the ſoldiers the night before were diſpo- 
ſed into their troops and companies under their 
| ſeveral officers: They march'd, and were poſted 
about the gates, not of the higher palace, but 
of the temple of J/s (for there the emperors 
lodg'd that night). As ſoon as it was day, 


Veſpajian and Titus came out, having crowns of 


laurel on their head, and were clad in purple 
robes, They proceeded to the walks of Octa- 
via, where the ſenate, chief magiſtrates, and 
equites, waited for them, There was a tribu- 
nal erected before the portico's, and ſeats of 


ivory plac'd therein, which they mounted, and 


then ſat down in them. All the ſoldiers, upon 
this, immediately rais*d a ſhout, lifting to the 
skies their heroick actions, and valiant deeds. 
They were without their arms, had the ſeric 


garment on, and were crown'd with laurel. 


Veſpafian joyfully receiv*d their fond acclama- 
tions, and when he found them {till deſirous of 
expreſſing their gladneſs, he made a ſignal for 
them to be itill, Upon which, every one pre- 
ſerving a profound lilence, he roſe up, and, 
.. throwing his garment over the greater part of 
his head, he made a ſolemn prayer, which Ti- 
tus follow'd. As ſoon as this ceremony was 
over, Veſpaſian accoſted every one in a few 
words, and then diſmiſs'd the army to a banquet 
cuſtomarily done, and prepared by the empe- 
rors; while himſelf return'd to the gate, which 
has its name from that, namely, becauſe the 
pompous ſcene of triumphs is always conduct- 
ed through it. There the emperors feaſted, clad 
in their triumphal robes ; after which, ſacri- 
- fices were offer'd to the gods plac'd at the 
gate; and then, paſſing through the theatres, 
they perform'd the triumph, to give the con- 
courſe of people aſſembled an eaſier opportu- 
nity of beholding the ſight. oo tr 

The dignity of this triumph was ſuch, that 
it it next to impoſſible to give a juſt account of 
the vaſt number of ſights exhibited in it, and 
the ſplendor and magnificence of each, whether 
the curious workmanſhip, the parts of the ri- 
ches about them, or the rarities of their nature, 
be conſider'd. For all thoſe things, in a man- 
ner, which men think themſelves happy in, one 
after another, and every one wonderful and 
magnificent, were this day exhibited to ſhew 
the magnitude of the Roman empire. There 
was gold, ſilver, and ivory faſhion'd into all 
ſhapes, and in all manner of workmanſhip ; 
nor were they produc' d or ſeen, as in other 
triumphs, but a prodigious plenty was obſery*d 
of them in every thing; it 1 may be allow'd 
the expreſſion, Beſides theſe, there were ſeen 


7 


rich garments made of the fineſt purple, and 


the number whereof that was produc?d, was fo 


workmanſhip, every one being made of the beſt 


might give; them. But what was the moſt ſur- 


ſome diſtinguiſh'd with the molt delicate flow- 
ers, after the Babylonian art : Gems, too, were - 
in abundance, ſome ſet in crowns of gold, others 
fix d in other curious pieces of workmanſhi 


2 


large, that it might be very well ſaid it was 
to no purpoſe to call any ot them rare. More- 
over, the ſtatues of the Gods were borne in pro- 
ceſſion, of ſurprizing bigneſs, and excellent ; 


and choiceſt matter. Add to theſe, animals of 
a ſtrange kind were exhibited, and every one 
adorned in its proper habiliments. Beſides, ſe- 
veral men were hired to carry each of theſe 
particulars, all dreſs'd in purple garments and 
lac'd with gold; but thoſe who were decreed 
to make up the pomp were ſignaliz'd in a 
wonderful manner, and adorn'd in all the mag- 
nificence imaginable: Neither were any of the 
captives ſeen undiſtinguiſh'd; but the variet 

of their cloaths and their beauty, quite too 

away the deformity which their weary bodies 


prizing was the vaſt preparation of pageants 
that were borne along: For their exceedin 
greatneſs, with regard to thoſe who ante 
them, made every one who ſaw them tremble 
through fear of their falling: For ſome were 
rais'd to three ſtories high, nay, four; and the 
magnificence of the workmanſhip created at one 
and the ſame time, both wonder and terror. 
Many of them were adorn'd with coſtly cloths 
richly embroider'd with gold, and abundance of 
ſilver and ivory work as wrought on each. 
Several gave the perfect reſemblance of wats 
and battles, ſeparated in beautiful diviſions, 
finely imitated. On ſome was to be ſeen the 
happieſt country made waſte, and whole armies 
of enemies put to the ſword, ſome flying, o- 
thers made priſoners; walls, famous for their 
greatneſs, overturn'd ; the fortifications of ca- 
ſtles tumbled down, the walls of populous ci- 
ties on high mountains overcome, armies let 
within the walls, every place full of ſlaughter 
and bloodſhed, enemies unable to make reſiſt- 
ance pitifully imploring for their lives, temples 
ſet on fire, houſes tumbling upon the heads of 
their owners, and rivers, after a great and 
mournful deſolation, let into uncultivated 
grounds, fit for neither man nor beaſt to drink, 
but diffuſing through a land all on a blaze. 
Theſe particulars are what the 7eus had ſuſ- 
tain'd in war, and the art and magnificence of 
the pageants repreſented the actions that had 
been perform'd to thoſe who knew nothing of 
them, as if they had been really preſent: For 
every pageant exhibited the governor of the 
taken city, in the poſture he was apprehended: 
Beſides, the appearance of a fleet ot ſhips fol- 
low'd after. Ihen was exhibited the ſpoil and 
plunder. But what made a larger appearance 
than all the reſt, were the things taken out 0 
the temple at Hieroſolyma The golden table, 
which weigh'd ſeveral talents, and the candle- 
ſtick, which was likewiſe. made of gold, but 
differently faſhion'd to that which we_us d: 
For the middle of the ſtem had a baſe fix d 9 
it, from whence roſe out ſmall branches, plac 
in the ſhape of a three · fork d ſpear, at the 1% 
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of each of which was a candleſtick made. Now rurned back to the palace, where a g 
the number of theſe were ſeven; for the num- tertainment was prepared for ſome, while. all 
ber ſeven denotes honour among the Fes; 
and after theſe came up the Jewiſh law, which 
was borne, being the laſt of the ſpoils: And ted by the Roman city, for the victory they, 
then appeared ſeveral bearing the repreſenta- had obtained 1 | 
tions of battles and viRories, all finely wrought mies, and for a period: put to their civil diſ- 
in gold and ivory; next to which, Ve/pa/zan tractions, and for the beginning of their future 


#% : 


appeared on horſeback, followed by his ſon 7i- happineſs and peace. * 
tus; and Domitian rode in company with them After VJeſpaſian had finiſhed his triumphs, 


orgeouſſy app arell'd, and plac'd on a beauti- and put the Roman empite on a firm founda- 
ul horſe. ; | 


The end of the triumphal pomp was at the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus,where, when they 
arrived, they halted ; for it was an old cuſtom 
of the country to ſtay there a while, till ſome 
pody came and told the death of the general 
of the enemy. This was Simon, the ſon of Gi. 
gras, who was led into pomp hence among the 
caprives, and dragged by a rope into the place 
that over-look'd the forum, being ſcourged all 
the way by thoſe who led him. Ir ſeems the 
Romans have a law to put thoſe to death there 
who have been condemned for their crimes. 
Now as ſoon as news of his death was brought, 
every one, with an unanimous voice, made 
loud acclamations, and immediately began to 
offer ſacrifice; after the performance whereof, 


tion, he determined to build a temple to Peace, 
which he did in a ſhort time, and much hand- 
ſomer and better than was generally thought: 
For abundance of coſt and riches were plenti- 
fully laid out for this end, all manner of an- 
cient rarities, and a great many beautiful pic- 
tures and ſtatues being procured to ſet it off. 
Beſides, this temple contained all thoſe extra- 


ordinary things in their kinds which men, thro? 


a deſite of ſeeing, had travelled all over the 
known world to behold, being ſet on fire to 
ſee how other people placed them to advantage. 
For Yalbafon tad {cr up here the veſſels and 
inſtruments of gold taken out of the temple of 
the Fews, wherein he took valt pride and de- 
light, but commanded the ſacred law, and the 


purple veils. of the tabernacle, to be repoſited 
and having made their ſupplications, they re- in the palace. | 


CHAP VI 
Of Machzro, and how Lucilius Baſſus took it, and other places. 
NM /T EAN while, Lucilius Baſſrs was ſent deep, and is bounded” b 
| general into Judea, wich an army which over againſt Machæro. 


| he had received from Cerealis Vitellianus. He Alexander, the king of the Fews, when he 
| took the caſtle Herodion, and forced the gar- had taken a ſurvey of the nature of the place, 


ya mountain directly 


riſon to ſurrender ; and having collected toge- was the firſt who built and fortified a caſtle in 
N ther all his forces (for they were ſeparated in- it, which Gabucius afterwards demoliſhed, in 
˖ to ſeveral parts,) among which was the tenth the war he waged againſt Ariſtobulus. When 
i legion, he determined to lead his army againſt Herod was king, he looked upon the ſituation, 
2 Mac ha ro, which he ſaw was abſolutely neceſ- above all other places, fit to be built on, and 
f ſary to be deſtroyed, leſt its ſtrong i ſtrongly fortifiea, chiefly with regard to its 


tions might induce a great many to revolt. neighbourhoud with the Arabians; for the ſitu- 
For the nature 6f its ſituation was ſufficiently ation was vaſtly commodious, affording a proſ- 
able ro give thoſe, who poſſeſſed it, ſure hope pe&t into their country. Accordingly, after he 
ot ſaving themſelves, and a great deal of trou- had ſurrounded the place with a ſtrong wall, 
ble and delay to thoſe who ſhould attack it. and ſeveral towers, he built a City: there, from 
For, beſides that, a ſtrong wall ſurrounds it, the whence an aſcent. opened to the top of the 
hill, whereon it ſtands, is an entire rock, and mount: Yet, for all this, he carried a wall a- 
ot great height, which makes it therefore of bout the mount itſelf, and raiſed towers at the 
great difficulty to be taken. Add, to all theſe, corners, of fix hundred cubits. In the middle 
rt 18 naturally found to be exceeding hard to of the enclofure, he built a palace, of a tow- 
e come at, becauſe of the vallies, like ſo. ma- ering height, and valily beautiful in its diffe- 
1 ditches, which ſurround it, and which the rent rooms. Moreover, he ſet up ſeveral ciſ- 


wc of the place effectually hides. Neither terns, in places moſt commodious, to receive 
are the 


y eaſily to be paſs'd, nor is there any rain water, and plentifully ſapply the houſes 
ſuch thing as filling them up with earth; for the about; beginning, as it were, in this action, a 
valley, to the weſt fide, ſtretches along a mat- kind of ſtruggle with nature itſelf, that, as the 
er ot threeſcore furlongs, and is bounded by ſituation of the place made ir inexpugnible, he 
— lake A/phaltitis, Now Mac hero, on this might o' er- top all by his vaſt and ſtrong works. 
; © Nas a vaſt high mount, which over-looks But this was not all; for he put there a great 
8 cocath But the vallies, on the north and number of archers and martial engines, and 
— 1 ſlides, come ſhort of that aforeſaid, and applied his mind to prepare all thoſe things that 
15 in like manner, not to be taken. Aud that might make the inhabitants deſpiſe a long ſiege. 


bich is on the eaſt is full one hundred cubits 


i 8 


vo | Formerly 


739, 
| *Formerl there was in this place, the Ruta 
(a kind of tree), of ſurprizing bigneſs ; for no 
fg=tree could come up to it, either in height 
or thickneſs, It is ſaid, that it remained till 
the days of Hero, and probably would have 
continued a great while longer, had not the 

es, who ſeized upon the place, cut it down. 

ow the valley which hems in the city to the 
north, is called Bocaras, and produces a root 
of the ſame name, which reſembles fire'in co- 
lour, and about the evening ſeems to dart ouf 
beams of fire. Thoſe, who go near and deſire 
to pull it up, find abundance of labour and 
difficulty to get it; for it avoids the touch; 
neither will it be pulled away, till ſome body 
pours woman's water, or her menſtrual blood 
upon it : 'And, even then, it 1s certain death to 
thoſe who happen to touch 1t, unleſs the perſon 
who takes it away bear it hanging on his hand, 
But there is another way to take this root, and 
that without any hazard or danger, which is 
this: They dig all round it, in order to let as 
little of the root as poſſible be covered with 
earth ; after which, they faſten a dog to it, 
who, endeavouring to follow the perſon that 
bound him, it is pulled away with eaſe, but 
the dog immediately dies, as though he had 
been put in the room-of him who took away 
the root. However, thoſe who handle it after 
this, need be in no manner of fear. And it is 
ſought after with ſo much danger, only for one 
virtue which it poſſeſſes: For what we call 
Demonia, or devils (which are the ſpirits of 
bad men), enter the living, and kill thoſe who 
have no aſſiſtance at hand. Now if this root is 
applied to perſons in ſuch diſtreſs, it Urives 
them away, Moreover, there are fountains of 
hot water, that ſpring out of th's very place, 
that are extremely different in their taſte; for 
ſome are bitter, and others want ſomething of 
being ſweet : Beſides, there are ſeveral erup- 
tions of cold ſprings in the lower places, at a 
ſmall diſtance from one another : But, what 1s 


more ſurprizing to a man, there is a certain 
cave, not of any large depth, to be ſeen near 


this place, which 1s ſhaded over with a vaſt 
rock that nods over it; above which, two 
breaſts, as it were, jet out at a ſmall diſtance 
from one another, out of one of which an ex- 
ceeding cold ſpring bubbles out, and ont of the 
other an exceeding hor one, which being blen- 
ded together, make a moſt pleaſant and ſweet 
bath, good in the cure of diſeaſes, but whoſe 
chiefeſt virtue is in corroborating and ſtreng- 
thening the nerves. The place, alſo, affords 
plenty of ſulphur and allom. 

Mean time, Baſſus, having taken a thorough 
view of the caſtle all round, determin*d to 4 
his approaches. Accordingly, he fill'd up the 
eaſtern valley with earth, and ſet vigorouſly a- 
bout his deſign: He began to build his mounts 


with the quickeſt expedition, in order to make 


* way to the beſieging of the place the more 
Cal. 
block d up within, ſeparated themſelves from 
the foreigners, whom' they look'd upon as an 
uſeleſs company, and conſequently forc'd them 
into the lower city, to be the firſt expos'd to 
danger. The higher fortreſs themſelves ſeized 
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Mean while, thoſe 72 — who were 


upon, and kept, in regard both to the ſtrength 
of the caſtle, and to ſave themſelves: And they 
were of opinion, the Romans would pardon 
them, provided they ſurrender'd the caſtle to 
them. Let, for all this, they had a mind to 
make an experiment firſt, to try the hope they 
had of declining the ſiege. And, in conſequence 
of this, they chearfully and valiantly made e- 
ruptions every day; and when they came to 
engage the enemy, ſeveral periſh'd on the ſpot, 
but not without conſiderable loſs on the Roman 
ſide. It was obſerv'd, that the victory was 


more to be attributed to the ſeaſonable time 


each ſide took to fight; for the Jews conſtantly 
prov d victorious when they fell upon the Ro- 
mans at unawares, and unprepar'd ; And the 
Romans gain'd on their ſide, by the advantage 
of their ramparts, and at ſuch times as they de- 
tended themſelves with their arms, and provid- 
ed againſt their ſallying out. But all this 
time the ſiege was no way determin'd. How- 
ever, the eus happen'd to have a circumſtance 
befal them, which, contrary to their thoughts, 
oblig'd them to give up the caſtle. There was, 
it ſeems, among the beſig'd, a young man, 


nam' d Eleazar, of extraordinary boldneſs and 


ſtrength of arm. He render'd himſelf very 


conſpicuous in the ſallies the Jews made, and 
was continually exhorting a great many of his 
partizans to break out, and hinder the enemy 
from carrying on their works; and beſides gave, 
in the ſeveral skirmiſhes the Jews had with 
the beſiegers, a vaſt deal of trouble to the Ro- 
mans, nay, flew abundance of them ; and,more 
than theſe, he made thoſe, who had courage 
enough to ſally out with him, find an eaſy op- 
portunity of falling upon the Romans, a ſafe 
way of retiring back, and was himſelf always 
the laſt perſon that withdrew. Now both par- 
ties having ceaſed hoſtilities on a time,and both 
ſides erin, withdrawn, he, as though every one 
had been below him, and ſuppoſing that none 
of the enemy would offer to give him a chal- 


lenge, ſtay*d without the gate, and ſpoke to 


thoſe who were ſtanding on the wall, ſeemingly 
fix*d in a ſtrong attention to them. But one 
Rufus, a Roman ſoldier, and an #gyptian by 
birth, laid hold of this opportunity, and when 
no body ſo much as expected the thing,ſudden- 
ly ran upon him, and taking him in the unarm'd 
condition he was in, carried him immediately 
off to the Roman camp, while thoſe on the 


walls ſtood gazing all the time in the profound- 


eſt amazement, The general having given 
orders for his being ſtripp'd, and commanded 
him to be carried to a place where he might be 
fully expos'd to the view of the Jews, and 
there ſcourg d. The beſieg d were extremely 
concern'd for the hard condition of the young 
man; nay, the whole city was in mourning, 
and more tears were ſhed than were uſual at the 
misfortunes of one man. Which Baſſus obſerv- 
ing, he improv'd the opportunity, and put 4 
ſtratagem in force againſt the Jews, which was 
ſo far to heighten their pity for Eleazar, 4s to 
make his ranſom the price of ſurrendering the 
caſtle, wherein he ſucceeded : For he order'd® 
croſs to be fix'd up, as though his intentions 


had been to hang Kleazar immediately * 
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When thoſe in the caſtle ſaw this, they could 
not help declaring their ſorrow in a more ſen- 
ſible manner, giving vaſt ſighs, and crying a- 
loud they were not able to bear it. Mean 
while, Eleazar, © with abundance of pity, in- 
treated them not to let him ſuffer the moſt mi- 
ſerable of deaths, but looking ſeriouſly to their 
own ſelves, and their lives, ſubmit to the Ro- 
man power, and ſuperior fortune, now they had 
loſt all. They, entirely melted to compaſſion 
with theſe words of Eleazar, and a great many 
perſons in the caſtle ſtrongly interceeding for 
him at the ſame time (for he was of a great and 
populous family), they confider'd his brave 
temper, entirely gave way to pity, and conſe- 
quently immediately diſpatch'd away certain 
perſons to negociate with the Romans, namely, 
that they were ready to give up the caſtle, 
provided they return'd Eleazar, and let them 
depart in ſafety. Theſe conditions being re- 
ceiv'd by the Romans and their general, thoſe 
who had poſleſſion of the, lower city, who were 
a conſiderable number, having heard of this 
private agreement of the Jews, determin'd to 
fly privately away in the night-time, © As ſoon 
as they had open'd the gates, Baſſas came to a 
diſcovery of the whole affair from. thoſe who 
had made the agreement with him; and it was 
ſuggeſted, that either envy or fear, leſt the 
ſhould eſcape and leave them expoſed to dan- 
er, had moved them to this piece of villainy. 
Poided thoſe of the ſtouteſt forced their wa 
valiantly through, and eſcap'd: But as for the 
others, who were left within, a matter of ſeven- 
teen hundred of them were ſlain, while the wo- 
men and children were made ſlaves. Mean 
while, Baſſus concluded his honour was at ſtake 
if he did not religiouſly obſerve the articles a- 
greed upon with thoſe who had promiſed to 


give up the caſtle, not only diſmiſs'd them, but 


reſtor'd Eleazar. 


After Baſſus had gone thus far, he made rea- 
dy to lead his army into the foreſt call'd Far- 

des, having been inform'd a great many were 
aſſembled there, who, during the ſieges, had 
fled from Hieroſolyma and Machero. In conſe- 
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quence hereof, when he came to the foreſt, he 


found the news true that had been told him; 


and the firſt thing he did, was, hemming in the 
place on his ſides with his cavalry, in order to 
hinder the Fews with his horſe from retreating, 
if any ſhould offer to do it: After which, he 
commanded his infantry to cut down the woods, 
wherein they had taken refuge. This pro- 
ceeding reduc'd the Jews to an abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of performing ſomething valiantly, to try 


if (probably) through a valourous attempt, they 


could obtain the means of a fight. Conſequent 
hereupon, they thronged together, and with 
a ſhout furiouſly ruſhed upon thoſe who had 
ſurrounded them. The Romans received the 
charge with great intrepidity, ſome giving 
proofs of extraordinary boldneſs, while others 
had abundance of fatigue, and ſtruggling on 
their hands; and the battle was prolonged for 
ſome time : However, the event did not equal- 
ly anſwer the expectations of the adverſe party; 


for only twelve on the Roman ſide happened 


to be ſlain, and not many were wounded : But 
not one of the Jews eſcap'd in this engage- 
ment. They were to the number of full three 
thouſand men, and all periſhed, and, together 
with them was ſlain their general Juda,, the 
ſon of Fair, of whom we have made mention 


y in the foregoing, namely, that he beheaded one 


of the parties at the ſiege of Hieroſolyma, and, 


after having withdrawn into a place under 


ground, privately made his eſcape, - 
About this time Baſſus and Liberius Maxi- 
mus (who was procurator) received a Letter 
from Cæſar, with orders to make a ſale of all 
the land of Fudea; for he built no city in it, 
and appropriated the land to himſelf, only he 
had given a place, called Ammaus, about three- 
{core furlongs diſtant from Hieroſolyma, to eight 
hundred of his ſoldiers to inhabit in. Beſides 


which, he laid a tax on all Fews whereſoever 


reſiding, and commanded them to bring into the 
capitol a tribute of two drachma's annually, as 
they had uſually done before into the temple ar 


Hieroſolyma. Thus were the Few:/b affairs at 
this con juncture. 


. 


Of the misfortunes of Antiochus, king of Commagena. Of the Alanes, and the many 
miſchiefs and outrages they committed on the Medes and Armenians, 


N O W was Veſpaſian entered into the fourth 
year of his reign, wherein Antioc hus, king 
vt Commagena, happened to be involved in the 
moſt terrible and greateſt misſortunes, together 
m his family, on the following account: 
- ehh Pætus, at this time conſtituted gover- 
— 90 rag whither through a true motive, 
2 ns grudge ſubſiſting between him and 
fat 8 46 (for the matter did not appear in its 
ther a t), wrote and ſent a letter to Ceſar, 
ws a repreſenting, That Antiochus, with his 
15 72 anes, had determined to make a defec- 
1 IS tbe Romans, and for that purpoſe had 
ae ite an alliance with the king of the 
mans; and that upon that account it was 


their intereſt to ſeize upon him before-hand, for 


fear, if they ſhould get the ftart in putting their 


deſigns in practice, the whole Roman ſhould be 
kindled up into a war. That it was not Cæſar's 
buſineſs to neglect the meſſenger that came to him 
with this news. For th neighbourhood of the 
two kings made it abſolutely expedient to uſe the 


greater precaution and diligence in the affair. 


For that Samoſa, the metropolis of Commagena, 


ſteod on the Euphrates, ſo that the Parthians (if 
they ſhould have any ſuch views) might paſs 
over to it with a world of eaſe, and make it a 
ſafe place of retreat. In ſhort, the letter of 
Pætus gained credit, who, belides, had power 
given him of purſuing ſuch meaſures as the exi- 


gency 
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gency of aſtairs required, or his own ſentiments 
9 9 Whereupon, without making any 
de lay, he ſuddenly, when Antiochus and thoſe 
about lum expected no ſuch thing, enter d Com- 
magena at the head of the ſixth legion, ſome 
companies of foot, and troops of horſe. But, 
more than theſe forces, he had the auxiliartes 
of two kings, namely, of Ariſtobulus, king of 
Chalcidicuis, ſo called, and of Soemus, king of 
Emeſa. This contederate army made their en- 
trance without any diſpute; for not one of the 
natives would lift up their arms againſt them. 
When Antioc hus had received the news, which 
was the fartheſt thing from his hopes, he would 
not ſuffer himſelf ſo much as to entertain a 
thought of proclaiming war againſt the Romans, 
but reſolved to leave all his kingdom in the 
condition it was then in, and depart away with 
his wife and children, thereby to give the R- 
maus a plain proof that he was entirely inno- 
cent of what he was ſuſpected of, and no ways 
privy tothe crime charged againit him. Accord- 
ingly, he marched out of the city, a matter 
of an hundred and thirty furlongs into, and 
there ſer up his tent. | 
Mean while, Pætus diſpatched ſome of his 
forces before to ſeize on vamo/ara, who took 
the city ; while he, with the reit of his army, 
marched againſt Autiochus. Yet the king, tor 
all this neceſſity, could not induce himſelt to 
act in the leaſt in oppoſition to the Romans, 
but rather ſubmit himſelf to bemoan his hard 
fortune, and patiently ſuffer what ſhould befal 
him. But there was little reaſon to think that 
his ſons, who were young men, verſed in war, 
and famous in hardy achievements, would 
tamely bend their necks to ſuch ſlavery, with- 
out endcavouring to vindicate themſelves. In 
conſequence hereof, Epiphanes and Callinicus 
made preparations to give the enemy battle. 
For a whole day the fight was maintained with 

reat vehemence, yet, for all this, they ſtood 
the charge all along with uncommon intrepidity, 
without ſuftering any loſs or diminution of their 
forces; but night drawing on, the battle was 
drawn away. Though the engagement was put 
an end to in this manner, yet Autiochus judg'd 
himſelf not ſafe where he was; whereupon, 
taking his wi.e and daughters, who bore him 
company in his baniſhment, he fled into Cilicia, 
which action entirely diſhearten'd his ſoldiers, 
and broke their courage : For all, as though he 
had loſt all hopes ot regaining his kingdom, 
abandoned him, and went over to the Romans, 
which plainly proved that every one deſpaired 
of doing any good. In fine, betore all was 
gone, and no aſſiſtance left, Epiphanes, and 
thoſe about him, judged it unavoidably neceſſary 
to fave themſelves out of the hands of their 
enemies. And, accordingly, all,to the number 
of ten horſemen, who were with him, paſs'd 
over the Euphrates, and from thence, without 
any apprehenfions, went to Yologe/es, king of 
the Parthians, who received them not in the 
ignominious character of deſerters, but ſhew'd 
them as much honourable treatment and reſpe& 
as though they had ſtill retain'd their ancient 
grandeur and telicity. . 


FTL Avius JOSEPHYS) 


As ſoon as Antiochus. was come to Tar/us of 
Cilicia, Pætus ſent a centurion for him, who 
brought him bound, and in that condition he 
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ſent him to Rome. But Veſpaſian had much a- 
do to refrain himſelf, when he ſaw the king 
brought before him in ſo 1gnominous a manner; 
he eſteem'd it far more judicious to conſider 
the old friendſhip that had been berween them, 


than make the occaſion of the war the ground 


of keeping up an irreconcileable reſentment. 
In conſequence of this, he gave orders for his 


chains to be taken off, as he was purſuing his 


journey, and, for a while, to ſtay his journey 
to Rome, and take up his quarters at Lacedæ- 
mon for the preſent, where he allow'd him a 
large revenue of mcney, not only to ſupply 
him with a liberal allowance of neceſſary pro- 
viſions, but ſufficient to maintain his grandeur 
aud regal dignity. . When theſe indulgences 
came to be told EKpiphanes, and thoſe who ac- 
companied his misfortunes, who were in the 
utmoſt concern for his father, they were in a 
great meaſure freed from the load of trouble 
and uneaſineſs that had oppreſs'd their minds; 
and, beſides, began to entertain hopes of mak- 
ing up their peace with Cæſar, on Vologeſes's 
writing to him in their behalf: That, not with- 
ſtanding their lives were very happy where they 
were, yet that they could never endure living 


out of the pale of the Roman empire. Conſe- 
quent hercupon, Cz/ar, with his uſual huma- 


nity, granted them ſecurity ; upon which, they 
went to Rome, their father being ſhortly after 


conducted to them tr .m Lacedæ mon, when they 


were all received with extraordinary diſtinc- 
tion, and took up their abode in the imperial 
city. | 
We have taken notice elſewhere, of the na- 
tion of the Alaues, a part of the Scythians, in- 
habicing about the river Tanais, and the lake 
1 heſe people, at this time, endea- 
vouring to break into Media, and the countries 
farther off, for the ſake of plunder,enter'd into 
an alliance with the king of Hyrcania, who had 
poſſeſſion of this paſſage, which Alexander had 
fortified with gates of iron. After he had open'd 
them a way over, they fell upon the Medes in 
vait companies, who little ſuſpe&ed any ſuch 
matter, ravaging the country all over, that was 
full of people, and ſtock'd with all ſorts of 
cattle, without any one offering to reſiſt them. 
For Pacorus,who was then king of the countty, 
fled, through fear, into the pers of difficult 
acceſs, and conſequently left all to the mercy 
of the ravagers, who ſeized upon his wite and 
concubines, whom he redeem'd with an hundred 
ralents, and that with extreme difficulty. Tbe 
enemy carried on their depredations with ſur- 
prizing eaſe, and without meeting with any of 
poſition ; ſo that they proceeded as far as f- 
menia, ravaging all as they went along. - 
dates, who was king of the country, went ow; 
to meet them, and gave them battle, but 1 
little wanting from being taken priſoner al!vc x 

the engagement; for a man, at ſome dine 5 
caſt a rope over him, and was going to 1 
him to him, had not he cut the rope e 
ately in two with his ſword, and took ob 4 


* 
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heels. Mean time, this battle made the Alanes 
far more barbarous than ever, who waſted all 


the ground: Beſides, taking a vaſt multitude 


of people priſoners, and driving away a prodi- 
gious booty out of both kingdoms ; after which 
they return'd to their own country. * 


CHA: F. 


Of Maſſada,- and the murtherers in poſſeſſion of it. How Siloa began the feege of the 
© © fortreſs. The ſpeech made by Eleazar. | 


ASSUS happening to die in Fadea, Fla- 
diu Silvia receiv'd the government; who 
ſceing all the country ſubdued by the war, ex- 
cept one caſtle, which ſtill perſiſted in a diſo- 
bedience, he collected all the forces which were 
in the ſeveral places, and led them againſt it. 
The caſtle had the name of Maſſada, and a man 


of great power among the Sicarii, or murther- 


ers, who had ſeiz'd on it, was governor. His 
name was Eleazar, of the poſterity of Judas, 
the ſame perſon as we have obſerved in the 
ſoregoing, who perſuaded abundance of Fews 
not to ſuffer a poll to be made, when Quirinus 
the cenſe-maſter was ſent into Fudæa to that 
end. At this time, theſe Sicarii conſpired a- 
gainſt all who were any way inclined to eſpouſe 
the Roman intereſt, looking upon them every 
way as declared enemies; for they plundered 
and took away their effects, and ſet fire to their 
houſes. They proclaim'd that thoſe were in 
no reſpects different from foreigners, who ſo 
baſely berray'd that jewel of liberty which the 
7ews ought ſo much to prize, and proved that 
their inclinations were to be ſlaves to the Ro- 
mans, But this was no other than an artificial 
pretence, and done with no other view but to 
caſt a ſhade over their own cruelty and avarice. 
Which plainly diſcovered itſelf in what was 
done afterwards. . For themſelves were not only 


accomplices of the revolt with theſe very per- 


ſons, but had a hand in; the war proclaimed a- 
80 the Romans; yet for all this they pre- 
umed to commit worſe inſults and hoſtilities 
againſt them than any of the reſt. And when 
they were convicted of falſhood in thoſe very 
points they themſelves had ſo much inſiſted on, 
they villainouſly abuſed thoſe with unkinder 
treatment than before, who but expoſed their 


baſeneſs in their juſt defence. Indeed, all man- 


ner of wickedneſs abounded plentifully among 
the eus at this time; ſo that no ungenerous 
or baſe action was left unattempted; neither 
had any one been minded to form ſome novel 
deceit or treachery in his thoughts, could he, 
methinks, haye found any: For the vicious di- 

emper was become epidemick both in private 
as well as publick bodies, every one ſtriving to 
dutvie his neighbour in impiety to God, and in 
mquity to his fellow- creature; the powerful 
tyrannically lording it over the multitude, and 
e populace labouring to find out ways to 
cruſh the inſupportable ſway of the great. 


ele latter were puſh'd on by an inſatiable ' 


eſire of rule and government; the former of 
committing violence, and plundering the goods 
0t the rich. Twas beyond queſtion that the 
Sicarit were the original inſtruments of com- 


mitting fo much cruelty and wickedneſs againſt 
No 66. 


— 


their neighbours; for they did not let ſlip a 
word they ſpoke, which they did not conſtrue 


to their prejudice, nor an action, which they 


did not turn to the ruin of thoſe whoſe lives 
they aim'd at. Yet, for all this, John plainly 
prov'd that even theſe had more moderation 
than himſelf. For he not only pur every one 
ro death, who were for adviſing for the belt, 
as though they had been the worſt of enemies ; 
but loaded his country with an innumerable 


train of calamities, ſuch as a man would do, 


who ſhould have the daring preſumption to of- 
tend God with his apieties. For he eat at an 
abominable table, and trod out of the uſual 
path walk'd in by his country, the purity of 


whoſe rites he villainouſly forſook ; ſo that we 


may well ceaſe our worider that he did not pre- 


ſerve the duties of a more civiliz'd life, who 


could offer ſuch flagrant indignities to the ma- 
jeſty of the ſupreme being. Bur ſay, what 
were the cruelties and miſchiefs committed b 

S:m0n, the fon of Gioras © Or when did he re- 
frain from injuriouſly treating thoſe freemen's 
bodies who had made him a tyrant? What 


friehdſhip, or what relationſhip, did not puſh 
them on to the perpetrating far worſe villainies 


and murthers ? They were of opinion, that ir 
was the buſineſs of wicked cowards to injure 
foreigners, but a glorious characteriſtick to ex- 
erciſe their barbarities on thoſe of their neareſt 


acquaintance. The Idumzans imitated, after a 


barbarous manner, the cruel diſpoſition of theſe 


blood-hounds ; for, with an unparallell'd im- 


piety, having ſlain the prieſts, to eradicate all 
piety trom God, they then demolith'd all thar 
remain'd of the city, carrying through all things 
their monſtrous impiety; wherein that race of 
men, call'd zealots, ſeem'd to have the pre- 


eminence, who made their name exactly ſquare 


with their actions. They rrac'd all manner of 
wickedneſs, and left nothing unturn'd that 
might expreſs their malicious, aims, or what 
had been recorded to have been committed in 


paſt times: Though they founded their name 
from an imitation and rivalſhip of good deeds, 
and made the tyrannick temper of others a 
cauſe. of falling out with them in order to in- 
jure them, or outwardly approving the worlt 
of ways as the greateſt virtues. F. 
every one met with a cataſtrophe ſuitable to 
his deſerts from the hand of God, who puniſh'd 
them as their abominable and flagitious courſe 
of living had merited. For whatſoever ills or 
calamities man's nature is able to ſuſtain, all 
thoſe they ſuffer*d till their laſt breath, which 


For which 


they gave up in the greateſt torments imagi- 
nable. Yer ſome will fay, in all likelihood, 
that what they ſuffered was conſiderably inte- 
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rior to what they did: For that it was impoſſi- which were paſſages into the houſes that were 
ble to puniſh them as their crimes deſerv d. Be built within all round the wall. It ſeems that 
it ſo; bur it is nor how a fit ſeaſon worthily ro the ſurmit was of a fruirful- ſoil, and fofter 
lament thoſe who were made ſenſible of their than any other plain, which made king Herod 
cruel and barbarous ways. On the other hand, ſet it apart for tillage, that, in caſe it ſhould 
I return back again to that part of my hiſtory happen at any time that proviſions from with- 
from whence I have made this digreſſion. out were wanting or ſcarce, thoſe might not 
Mean time, the Roman general came up to labour with that difficulty here, who put the 
 Maſſada with his army, where EJeazar, and ſafety of their lives in the. caſtle. Herod, be. 
the other Sicarii, had fortified themſelves; and fides, built a palace there, from the aſcent of 
having made himſelf maſter of all the country the wefteri ſide within the walls of the caſtle 
in a | From time; he threw garriſons into the. looking to the north. 'The wall of this palace 
moſt convenient places. He carried a wall was exceeding ſtrong and high, having at the 
quite round the caſtle, to give the beſieged corners four towers of ſix hundred cubits, 
ſome difficulty in getting out, and diſtributed Beautiful apartments were within, as alſo por- 
guards to watch the avenues; while himſelt tico's, and ſeveral fine baths ;- every one ſup- 
pitch'd his tents in a place he had choſen vaſtly ported by pillars of ſolid ſtones, - The walls 
commodious towards carrying on the fiege: and rools were richly garniſn'd with coſtly 
For there the rocks of the caſtle adjoin'd to the ſtones; beſides, every houſe, both on the ſum- 
next mountain, had cut off, in a manner, all mit, about the palace, and before the wall, 
communication, with regard to throwing pro- had ſeveral and large reſervoirs cut out of the 
' viſions into the town; which were not only rocks to keep water in, and ſo contriv'd, that 
brought from a great way off, and that with as great plenty was from time to time had, as 
exceeding toil and labour of the Jews who thoſe who had wells to go to. - Now there was 
were appointed to that nd; bur, alſo, the a way dug from the palace, which led up to the 
Romans were forc'd to fetch water to ſupply top of the ſummit, but was not to be ſeen 
their camp from other places, there being no without; neither could the enemy get through 
ſprings near them where they were. In ſhort, thoſe ways that were to be ſeen, without ex- 
as ſoon as Siloa had put things into this order, traordinary difficulty; for the nature of that on 
he ſet about the ſiege, which, with regard to the eaſt, as we have before obſerv'd, was inac- 
the ſtrength of the caſtle, requir'd abundance ceſſible; and the other on the weſt, is exceed- 
of skill and difficult labour, the nature of the ing narrow, and block'd up with a tower built 
place being as follows: nim it, at a matter of a thouſand cubits diſtant 
I be valt rock that goes quite round it, which from the caſtle, impoſſible to be paſs'd by, and 
is exceeding high, is ſurrounded by vallies ſo as difficult to be taken. Beſides thoſe who 
deep, that there is no caſting the eye to the dauntleſly venture to go, find exceeding diff 
bottom; being prodigiouſly craggy and inac- culty in the performance. Thus was this caſtle 
ceſſible to the feet of all manner of animals, both by nature and art fortified to repel the at- 
unleſs in two places where the rock affords a tacks of its enemies. 35 e 
paſſage up, but of ſome difficulty. One of But vaſt. plenty of ſtores, of great value 
theſe ways runs from the lake Aphaltitis to and continuance, was ſtill the more ſurprizing: 
the eaſt ; but the other from the weſt, where For abundance of corn was laid up, and that to 
there is the leſs difficulty of going. Now the ſuffice for a long time; wine too, and oil, and 
firſt of theſe is call'd The Snake, the ſimilitude all kinds of pulſe and palms. All theſe patti- 
being taken from the narrowneſs of its paſſage, culars were found js Eleazar, who got poſſeſ- 
and its frequent windings and turnings : For ſion of the caſtle by ſtratagem, by means of 
there is a fracture, or brokenneſs, about. the the Sicarii ; and every thing was mature, and 
tops of the precipices, which ſeveral times leads freſh, as though newly laid up, though near an 
back into itſelf, and then again ſtretches along hundred years were elapſed from their firſt be- 
till it juſt touches that which is farther off. ing ſtored here, to the deſtruction which the 
Now 'tis abſolutely necoſſary for him that goes Romans brought: For the Romans found the 
this way to take care that he fix both feet well; remains of the fruits not ſo much as the leaf 
for, otherwiſe, certain deſtruction follows, if he tainted. Now ſhould any one impute the cauſe 
happen to ſlip : For deep precipices open dread- of their long continuance to the air, he would 
fully cn either ſide, which are enough to ſtrike not err in his opinion, becauſe the extraordinaty 
any one, though the ſtouteſt man living, with height of the caſtle is at too great a diftance to 
horror. After a perſon has mounted about mix with the groſs humours and fogs of the 
thirty furlongs through this way, the reſt is eaſy earth below. And, beſides all theſe, there was 
to the top, which does not terminate in a ſharp found a vaſt ſtore of all kind of arms, which 
point, but the ſummity has a plain upon it; the king had laid up here, ſufficient for an arm 
upon which Fouathan the prieſt was the firſt of ten thouſand men; alſe, unwrought iron, 
who built a caſtle, and call'd it Maſſada. Af- and braſs, and lead; ſo much, that a man 
terwards, king Herod took extraordinary pains would have believ'd the preparation had bet! 
to adorn it with other ſtructures; for he car- made for an undertaking of the greateſt conſe 
ried a wall quite round the circumference of quence, Now *tis reported that Herod form- 
the ſummit, including a matter of ſeven fur- fied this caſtle thus, for his owh refuge and ſe⸗ 
longs, built of beautiful white ſtone, twelve curity, being apprehenſive of two danger 
cubits high, and eight thick, with thirty-ſeven One from the people of the Fews, fot fear, al 
towers upon it, of five hundred cubits ; out of ter they had dethron'd him, they foul 
| | in 4 


inſtate thoſe who had been kings before in the 
government. The other was of a more cruel 
and greater nature, and caufed by Cleopatra, 


then queen of Agypt, who had ſeveral times 


made no ſcruple to diſcover her intentions, of- 
ten getting Anthony to a private diſcourſe, 
wherein the ask'd for Herod's death, and fol- 


low'd her requeſt with wiſhes that the kingdom 


of Judæa might be annex'd to her dominions. 
But tis ſome what ſurprizing to a perſon, that 
Anthony, who was ſuch a ſlave to her love, 
never once condeſcended to her deſires in this 
reſpect. And through theſe two fears was it 
that Herod thus fortified and built Maſſada, 
which was the laſt work the Romans found in 
the war they had againſt the Fews, 
When Silva, the Roman general, had hem- 
med in with a wall every place without, as we 
have taken notice in the foregoing, and uſed 
all the diligence and care he was maſter of to 
hinder the eus from eſcaping, he ſet about 
carrying on the ſiege, but could find only one 

lace that would ſuffer him to raiſe his mounts, 
For behind the tower, which block*d up the 
way from the welt, leading to the palace and 
the top of the ſummit, there was an high rock 
exceeding broad, and jetting out. They called 
it the rock Lence, which $:/va having got up 
and ſeiz d, he commanded his men to raiſe a 
rampart of earth upon it. In conſequence of 
theſe orders, the men ſet chearfully about the 
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When S ſaw this, he conſidered that fire 
would do abundantly more execution upon the 
wall, and conſequently commanded his ſoldiers 
to throw a great many lighted torches at it. 
Upon this, the wall, as it was moſtly of wood, 
preſently took fire, and burning, by reaſon of 
its laxneſs, to the very bottom, a great fire 
iſſued from it. When the fire firſt broke our, 
a brisk north- wind blew, which put the Ro- 
mans into a great dread ; for the flame turn'd 
full upon them from above, ſo that they were al- 
moſt in a deſpair of their own works, as though 
their engines had been going every moment to 
be burnt. But, ſoon afterwards, the blaſt chan- 
ged, as it were, by ſome divine providence, 
-and' a ſoutherly wind aroſe, which drove the 
flames furioufly back upon the wall, which ſud- 
denly put all in a blaze, from top to bottom. 
This very much rejoic'd the Romans, who, de- 
pending on the Aſſiſtance of God, gladly retur- 
ned back to their camp, with a reſolution to 
attack the enemy the next day. Mean while, 
they plac'd guards in the night with greater di- 
ligence, to hinder any from eſcaping away pri- 
'vately.. | | 
[ Noruithtanding, neither Eleazar himſelf 
had any thoughts of making his eſcape, nor 
would he ſuffer any other todo fo: For ſeeii 
all the wall on a blaze, and conſidering of no 


other method to fave the beſieged, or to repel 


the enemy, he ſet before his eyes all the future 


. wor k, and in a little time had rais'd a mount of hardſhips the Romans would inflict upon them, 
t two hundred cubits high, yet the meaſure or their children and wives, if they conquered 
| dimenſions of the ſpace did not ſeem either them; and therefore deliberated how to put all 
0 firm enough, or of ' a ſufficient height for the to death. In conſequence hereof, thinking the 
5 playing ot the engines: But they made a kind preſent conjuncture the moſt favourable to put 
le of tribunal upon it, raiſed of vaſt ſtones, fifty his deſign in execution, he call'd together thoſe 
t- cubits high and thick. Now the model of of the ſtouteſt of his companions, and ſtrove to 
their other engines reſembled thoſe which Ye/- animate them to the action with the following 
ue paſian firſt, and Titus after him, had invented word : © Brave men, aid he, we have reſolv'd 
Ti to befiege towns: Beſides which, they raiſed a a long time ago neither to ſerve the Romans, 
o tower of chreeſcore cubits high, fortified all © nor any other, except God; for he is the only 
nd round with iron, from whence the Romans pli- © true and juſt Lord of mankind ; and the time 
tie ed their ſcorpions and balliſtæ upon thofe who now is thtown into our hands, that bids us 
fa maintain'd the walls; repuls*d and ſore'd them prove the greatneſs of our fouls by ſome fa- 
ol to hide their heads. At the ſame time, Silva, mous action; in which, let us not diſhonour 
and having made a ram of immenſe bigneſs, order d * ourſelves, having before been ſlaves, to our 


the walls to be continnally batter'd with it, 
which, though it had broke down part of it, 
had extreme work to beat. it down effectually. 
Upon this, the Sicarii ſein'd upon another wall, 
within which they had built up, with wonder- 

expedition; but this did not ſuffer the like 
fate from the beating of the engines: For it 
was ſoft, and therefore fit to looſen the fierce 
ſtrokes made upon it; being built after the 
following manner: They faſten'd up planks of 
great length, and join'd others to them where 
they were cut. There were two rows, at ſuch 
an equal diſtance from one another, as rhe 

teadth of the wall was, and the ſpaee between 
they filled up with earth. Now that the earth 
Wght not break out, they fortifed the firſt 
Planks by nailing others over them ; ſo that this 


£ coſt : But now we ſhall certainly ſuffer bon- 
© dage;- with the worſt of puniſhments annexed 
© to it, if we ſuffer ourſelves to be taken alive by 


© the Romans For we were the firſt that be- 


gan the revolt, and are the laſt in holding out 
Y . 7 * p 989 ts 
* againſt them. And *tis my opinion that God 
grants us this favour to be in a power of dying 
© like brave and free-born men, which others, 
© untimely cut off, have not had the fortune to 
© receive. For our parts, we may certainly de- 
©'pend' upon ir, that, as ſoon as the dawn ap- 
© pears, our deſtruction comes; yet the deſire 
© of dying btavely; in company with the deareſt 
© perſons we have in the world, is ſtill in our 


© power. Neither can our enemies deny us this, 
« whoſe utmoſt wiſhes are to take us alive; nei- 
© ther are we im a capacity any longer to conquer 


— ſomewhat reſembled the fide of an houſe. 
is he ſtrokes of 'the' engines were by this means 
— d, as the earth gave way, and this very 
by ng the force of the batteries made rhe 
ding conſiderably firmer and ſtronger. 


them by force of arms : For we ought, proba- 
© bly, from the very beginning (when, deſirous 
© to preſerve our liberty, we ſuffer*d bitter ills 
from ourſelyes, but far worſe from our ene- 
mies), have conſider'd the pleaſure of __ 
an 
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736 Fravivs Joszrnus Book VII. 
and known that the nation of the Fews, once and having etected himſelf, and fill'd his 
dear to him, was doom'd to deſtruction. For thoughts with) a greater plenty of words, he 
while he remained propitious, or, at leaſt, but began a fine ſpeech about the immortality of 
7 ſlightly offended at our ways, he would never the ſoul, during which, he made loud excla- 
have diſregarded the deſtruction of ſo many mations, and fix'd his eyes attentively on thoſe 

| men, and ſuffered a city, his moſt holy one, that wept. £ Certainly, ſaid he, I was ver 
1 to be conſum'd with fire, and levell'd with ; much deceived, who thought to help valiant 
1 5 the ground. Yet have we, of all Fews that men in contending for liberty, who are deter- 
, {ſurvive their late calamities, hoped to gain mined to live well, or die honourably. But 
our liberty, as though God had not, in the * as for your parts, truly, you excel not any other 
4 leaſt, been diſhonour'd by us, and we accom- « ſingle man, either in boldneſs or courage, 
plices in no crime, whoſe endeavours have been * who, when a way is open'd for you to ſhun 
to perſuade others to bad ways? Wherefore, * the worſt of ills, yet boggle at the apprehen- 
you ſee how God has argued our expectations lions of death, when the neceſſity of the thing 
. vain, who has reduc'd us to a neceſſity. of ſu- requires you neither to dally, or wait for a 
ſtaining, and patiently bearing calamities, * perſon to adviſe you. The hiſtories of our 
|: * worſe far than our hopes. Neither is the na- * forefathers, and our. ſacred writings, have, 
+8 | f ture of this caſte, though inexpugnable, of from ages paſt, and the firſt acquaintance with, 
L288 any ſervice to us towards ſaving ourſelves; * and knowledge of things, confirmed, by the 
11 for, notwithſtanding we are maſters of ſuch a actions of our progenitors, and by their ſhed- 
a plentiful ſtore of proviſions, ſuch a multitude * ding their blood, conſtantly taught us, that to 
of arms, and ſuch an abundance of other pre- live, not to die, is a calamity to mankind: 
- parations, yet it is as plain as the ſun, that For death, ſetting the immortal ſouls at liber- 
N God deprives us of the hopes of living here: t, lets them depart into a place peculiar to 
becauſe the fire, which bore upon our ene- them, where they are to remain exempted 
mies, returu'd „not of its own accord, againſt © from all-ills, But ſo long as they are chained 
the wall which we built; but was ſent in that ; to the mortal body, and at the fame time ob- 
manner by God in his reſentment for our num- noxious to its crimes, they may moſt truly be 
. berleſs injuries, which in our frantic fits we * laid to be dead, becauſe it is far from being 
have dared to commit againſt our countrymen; * proportionate that a divine ſhould be aſſocia- 
For which, let me intreat you all not to attone * ted with a mortal being. It is true, indeed, 
for them to the Romans, our worſt of enemies, * that the foul, as it is joined to the body, has 
8 but to God by our own hands: For this will * a great efficacy, becauſe it makes it irs in ſtru- 
. be ſome alleviation of the hardſhip. Let our * ment endued with ſenſe, while itſelf, all the 
l „ Wives firſt die, who are entirely innocent, and * time, inviſible, produces motion with it, and 
; our children, who do not know yet the con- by its actions makes its nature more than mor- 
4 ſequences of ſlavery : But let us, after them, tal. Nevertheleſs, when it has once got free 
confer mutually the generous kindneſs. upon ; from the weight that bears it down to the 
we one another, whereby we ſhall preſerve; our li- ground, it then receives the place approptia- 
. © berty, and thence gain an honourable death. ted to it, then enjoys a beatifick qualitica- 
„ Let let us firſt ſet fire to the caſtle, and the tion, and a free power all round it, far from 
money within it: For I am very well,perſuad- the view of mortal eyes, as God himſelf does. 
* ed, that the Romans will be extremely con- Neither, all the while it remains joined to 
*cerned if they miſs of their aim of ſeizing on the body, is it ſeen, as coming near no one 


© our bodies, and their hopes of plunder, be cut * ſo! as to be beheld ; neither, again, when it 
© off, Let us leave them only the ſtores of corn; * retires out of the fleſh, is it to be ſeen by any 
© for theſe will bear us witneſs, when we are one, having an immutable nature, void of alte- 
© dead, that it was not want that conquer'd us; ration and change; yet is the cauſe: that all 
1, but that, as we had determin'd from the firſt, © thoſe mutations, which vex the body, are made. 
1 d * we preferr'd death to a life of ſlavery,” _ - For whatſoever - the: ſoul touches, the ſame 

1 Theſe were the words of Eleazar However, lives, and has vigour; but out of whatſoever 
all who were preſent did not agree in their * it departs, the ſame falls ſick, and dies. 80 
minds upon the affair. Some, indeed, ſeem'd © much immortality it enjoys within itſelf. Let 
very ready to embrace it, and were in a flood * ſleep, now, be the moſt manifeſt diſcovery 

of joy, eſteeming the death a very glorious one. © thoſe. things which I now. ſay, wherein the 
They who were more tender-hearted, were full *©* ſoul being collected, without any uneaſineſß 
of compaſſion for their wives and children: And given to it by the body, it enjoys a mo 

when every one had ſet the proſpect of his own *. pleafing reſt, and converſing with God from 
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| 0 Y | death before his eyes, *twas plain to be ſeen, © the knowledge of nature, traverſes over eve} 
1 from the tears which flow'd from the eyes of place and thing, and foretels abundance ot 
_ one another, that they were unwilling to join © events to come. Wherefore then ſhould we 


1 in ſo deſperate a council. When Eleazar per- tremble at the thought of death, when de 
9 T en 24 „ ; 4 "48h og roue 
9 ceiv'd the trembling and contuſion they were in, love reſt in our ſleep? How, will it not arg. 
and that the momentous, conſequence, of the 44 piece of madnels in-thoſe who affect the” 
thing had broken their minds, he was in ex- berty of living, to deſpiſe that which is pay 
treme anguiſh for fear their tears and 1ntreaties © tual to them? We, who have been. brot, 
ſhould ſoften and effeminate thoſe who had * up in the inſtitutions of our country, ought * 
heard his words with great reſolution, To pre- fſnhew others an example by a ready deſire * 


vent which, he began his exhortations again, die. But if we want inſtances to be p_ 
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from the a&ions of foreigners, let us turn our + 
« ſelves to, the profeſſors of wiſdom amang; the 
« Indians ; for theſe good men, againſt their 
« inclinations, meaſure out their time of living; 
as though it was. ſome. ſervice which naturo 
« required as neceſſary; they haſten, to freg tho 
« ſoul from the chains of the body, and, when 
« no, misfortune or illurges or prompts, them, 
through a deſire of immortalicy-acqugint.their 
« friends before - hand, that they are going to 
« depart, home: Neither does any one offer to 
« hinder them from purſuing their purpoſe, hut 
« all calling them happy, every: one-ends ſome 
meſſage to their deceaſed acquaintance ;: 10 
firmly and truly. do they believe there is an 
« intercourſe and communication between fouls; 
Having received their commands, they ſux- 
« render their bodies to the fire, that their ſouls 
may be purely ſeparated from all the filthi- 
« neſs of their bodies, and from all mortal con- 
« cretion.: And thus they die with great ho- 
« nour. Beſides, their deareſt friends follow 


them more chearfully to their death, than o- 


« ther men do their fellow citizens when they 
« are about to go a long journey. They mourn 
« only for themſelves, but ſtile them bleſs'd as 
already received up into the rank of the im- 
« mortals. Shall we not then throw a ſcandal 
« and blemiſh. upon our characters, to ſhew our- 
c ſelves. inferior to the wiſdom of the Indians, 
and baſely, by our own indolence aud lazineſs, 
« diſhonour the laws of our country, which all 
© mankind have ſtrove to emulate ? Bur taking 
c it for allowed that, we were trained up in o- 
ther inſtitutions than we really were, that we 
believed life was the chiefeſt good, and death 


« a tertible thing, yet time adviſes us to hear 


< it with a chearful mind, as the pleaſure of 
God and neceſſity both require it of us. For- 
« merly, as may be, all the race of the Fews 
© were brought under this decree by God; 
© namely, that we ſhould deſire death, who 


© had not made that uſe of liſe as was expedient, 


© and required. It is not lawful for you to aſ- 
© cribe cauſes, nor ſubmit to the Romans, be- 
© cauſe the war we have maintained againſt 
© them has almoſt taken all of-us off, For theſe 
things have not been owing ta their ſtrength, 
© but arc aſcribable to a ſtronger cauſe that in- 
© tervened, in order to make them ſeem to have 
© overcome, 
* mans were thoſe Fews ſiain, that dwelt at 
© Czſarea; who, without harbouring any in- 
© tentions of a revolt, were ſet upon by the men 
of the City as they were celebrating the ſeventh 
day, and their wives and children inhumanly 
* butcher'd, without the Jews offering any re- 
* liſtance, who were in no fear of the Romans, 
* who only look'd, as we ourſelves do, upon 
* thoſe as enemies, who had truly revolted ? 
© But ome one would probably object, and 
; ay, that the Cæſareans and Fews had a con- 
- finual animoſity ſubſiſting between them, a- 
2 gainſt each other; and that the former, hav- 
ng laid hold of a fit oportunity, had ſatisfied 
Us old grudge, But what ſhall we ſay of the 
lens of Scythopolis? Theſe people could 
take on the Greeks fide and maintain a war 
« 28anſt us, and not in conjunction with the 


N deed and relations ſeek ro revenge them- 


Of the E MNʒIS H WAR. 


c had not been prepared for their ſafery who 
had erected them; and certainly we ought to 
« proclaim thoſe who died in battle ha 
< bleſt, becauſe they gave up their laſt breath 
in the defence of liberty; and not betrayed it. 
« But ſay, what man entertains no compaſſion 
for the multitude of thoſe made ſacrifices by 
© the Roman arms? Or who would not ſooner 
© die than be expoſed to the ſame hardſhips as 
they were? Some of whom were miſerably 
«* conſumed with fire, or periſhed with the weight 
* of inhuman ſtripes; while others, half eaten 
by beaſts of prey, were ſaved to be only ex- 
* poſed to their ravenous jaws again, and make 
their enemies paſtime and laughing ſport. And 
indeed, thoſe ought to be thought the moſt 
© miſerable of all others, who yet continue to 
© live, who have not had the fortune to die, 
c. which they have wiſhed for ſo many times. 
£ Say, where is now that gteat 75 
© tropolis of the whole nation of the Fews, 
© fortified with the encloſures of ſo great walls, 
© having ſo many caſtles and towers for barriers 
© upon its walls, ſcarce ſufficient to contain its 
© vaſt preparations of war, and including in it 
© ſo many myriads of men fighting for it? What 
eis become of that which we believed God to 
© have inhabited? It is torn up to the very roots, 


For with what arms of the Ro- 


737 
5 ſolves on the Roman. Indeed their benevo- 
enge and fidelity to them was of extraordina- 
© ry- been their own intęreſt: For theſe, ve- 
ty perſons miſerably. ſlew them, with their 
whole families, being thus repaid in kindneſs 
fox the aſſiſtance they had given them: For 
«. the very miſchiefs which they hinder'd them 
b to ſuffer from your hands, the very ſame have 
you ſuſtained; as if themſelves had been on+ 
« ly. defrous,to commit them, But it would be 
too tedious for me to give a ſeparate account 
« of every, article; you are not to be made to 
c underſtand how that there is not a city in H- 
ria which has not poured out the Blood of the 
Jeu who reſided in it, and that the inhabi- 
« tants were always worſe enemies to us than 
« the Romans. For inſtance, the citizens of 
© Damaſcus, when they were not able to aſſign 
© or forge a probable cauſe, filled their city 
c with, the moſt inhuman and villainous ſlaugh- 
© ter that could be, by putting to deatheighteen 
c thouſand eus with their wiyes and families. 
And we have been told, that the number of 
« thoſe ſlain up and in Agypt, exceeded three- 
«© ſcore thouſand; and *tis a thouſand to one 
< but that theſe very wretches, being in a fo-— 


_« reign country, where they could find nothing 


« to aſſiſt them in defence againſt their enemies, 
< thus. miſerably periſhed, On the other hand, 
c had not all thoſe, who maintained in their own 
< country the war againſt the Romans, ſufficient 
© forces to make hope for a ſure victory? For 
they had arms and walls, and caſtles that were 


_ © inexpugnable, and undaunted' ſouls in the 
« ſuſtaining dangers for liberty; and, beſides, 


* they valiantly animated all the reſt to the re- 


volt. But having held out for a ſhort time, 


© and raiſed our hopes, then appeared the be- 
« ginning of worſe misfortunes: For all things 


* were now made prize of, and taken, and all 
« things gave way to the enemy, as though to 


© make their victory the more famous: They 
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and its very foundations are ovet-tirned ; and 
* nothing is left to keep it in remembrance, but 
the camp of thoſe by whom it was ſhatrered 
© thus, which is fix'd upon its remains, Un- 
© happy old men ſit upon the aſhes of the tem- 
© ple, and a few women are kept by the fol- 
« djers to a ſhameful injury of their modeſty. 
© Who of us, that conſiders theſe things in his 
© mind, can ſuffer his eyes to gaze at the ſun- 
© ſhine, though he may live without danger? 


Who is ſuch an enemy of his country, who {6 


© effeminate and weak, or poor of ſoul, as not 
© to repent that he has prolonged his life thus 
© far? Bur I wiſh that we had all been dead, 
© before we had ſeen that facred city laid in 
* ruins by the hands of our enemies, before that 
© temple had been ſo impiouſly levelled with 
© the ground. Bur becauſe a brave hope amuſed 
© us, that we ſhould likely one time or other 


be in a condition to revenge ourſelves on our 


© enemies for it, which now is vaniſhed and 
left only us to a miſerable neceſſity, let us 
without delay die honourably; let us take 
© compaſſion on our own ſelves, on our wives 
© and children, while the opportunity is 1n our 
© hands to adminiſter pity to them. For we 


_ © ourſelves, and thoſe we have begotten, were 


© born to die, and even the fortunate themſelves 
© cannot eſcape death. Indeed, injuries and 
c ſervitude, and to ſee one's wives and children 


_ © baſely and diſhonourably dragged away from 


us, is not a misfortune falling upon men through 


© any neceſſity of nature, but *tis their own 


5 d i ; 
How thoſe who were in the caſtle being perſuaded by the words of Eleazar, all, ex: 


cept Iwo women, and foe boys, put an end to their own lives, 


F LEAZAR would ſtill have gone on with 
his diſcourſe, but all cur him off ſhort, 


© who refuſe, when they may, to die before 


© revolted from the Romans: And now at laſt, 


Miſerable men! who were oblig'd to this; and 
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* timidity that makes tlioſe ſuffer theſe things, 


© them. We, extreamly ſwelled up with the 
© ſenſe. of our fortitude and eourageous ſouls, 


© when they beg us to ſave ourſelyes, we reject 
© their-intreatiess Who is there, then, that 
cannot ſee plainly into their reſentment; it 
© they take us alive? Thoſe that are young will 
© be to be pitied, the ſtrength of whoſe bodies 
© will hold out againſt a great many torments: 
© 'Thofe who are older will alſo to be pitied; 
* whoſe age cannot ſuſtain ſuch cruel uſage. 
© One man will ſee his wife dragged away be- 
© fore his eyes, and raviſh'd ; another with his 
© hands tied faſt behind him, will hear the voice 
* of his wife pitifully imploring in his behalf! 
© But while they are yet free, and have ſwords; 
© let them afford us a brave piece of ſervice; 
Let us die without being ſenſible of the ſlavery 
* of our enemies: Let us depart in company 
© with our wives and children, with liberty. 
* Theſe are what the laws command us; theſe 
© are what our wives and children pray from us. 
© God himfelf obliges us neceſſarily to perform 
* them; the Romans wiſh us the contrary, and 
© are fearful left any of us fhould periſh before 
© themſelves have deſtroy*'d us. Let us then 
* baniſh delay, and, as they have a pleaſing hope 
© of taking us, ſtrike them with amazement 
© by our death, and through our extraordinary 
© boldneſs leave them to wonder at our cou- 
© rage,” | | | 63 7 


human deed : For all ſlew their neareſt of kin, 


ſeſs' d them for their wives and children, and ble: Whereupon, having gather'd immediately 


and, hurried away with an irreſiſtleſs fury, who thought it the {lighteſt of all their misfor- 
ſeem'd reſoly'd' to execute their bloody pur- tunes to put an end to the lives of their wives 
poſe: And, as though ſome ill genius had mo- and children with their own hands. But they 
ved them to it, they went away, ſtriving to were not able to bear up againſt the grief 
out- vie one another, every one eſteeming this which the perpetration of ſuch cruelty ſuggeſ- 
an open teſtimony, of their courage and juſt ted to their minds, eſteeming thoſe they had 
ſenſe of themſelves, not to be ſeen among the {lain extremely wrong'd, if ſo be they but te- 
laſt : So fond were they, and ſo much love poſ= main'd behind them the ſmalleſt time imagins- 


for killing themſelves. But neither that which together all their effects, they ſet fire thereto, 
a man would have thought, did they ſeem to and then ſelecting out ten men by lot, who 
lefſen their violent aims when they came to put were to ſlay all the reſt, after every one had 
the melancholy and dreadful deed in execution, proſtrated themſelves near their wives and 
but; with an unſhaken conſtancy, ſtill preſerv'd children, that lay on the ground, and had ten. 
their ſentiments rooted in their minds, which, derly embrac'd them, they dauntleſly offer" 
on hearing Eleazar's words, they had enter- them their throats, who perform'd the moſt di 
tain'd ; ſtill retaining their natural affection and mal office, They having reſolutely ſlain em, 
love to all, and an opinion prevailing over others underwent the ſame way of lot, that, 
them, that they had advis'd in the beſt manner on whomſoever the caſt fell, after he had pd 
for their wives and children: For at the very the nine to death, he ſhould. kill himſelf up® 
ſame time they affectionately embrac'd their them. In ſhort, they were ſo much embolden 
wives and took their children into their arms, that neither in attempting or ſuffering the de 
ſtifling them, and weeping over them in the was one ſeen to be ſuperior to the oth 
tendereſt manner, and, at the ſame time, as Thus the reſt offer'd their throats to the fat 
though executing the dreadful commands by o- point to the very laſt ; but one, and he the . 
ther hands, they willingly flew them, relieving of all, having caſt his eyes about the mult 
the thought of their misfortunes, which they tude of dead that lay about him, leſt ſome 
would certainly undergo if conquer'd by their or other in ſo great a ſlaughter ſhould fil 
enemies; by reflecting on the neceſſity that remaining, and want the afliſtance of bis halt 
compell'd them to kill themſelves. In the after he found that all were lain, ſet — 
concluſion, not one among them was found that the palace, and then driving his ſword ory 
had not courage enough to perpetrate the in- through his body, fell down dead den 
| | comp 


undergroynde who had carried water with them 
to drin 


| fs 


the prieſt, was deſtroyed. 


HIS miſerable deſtruction having been 

made in this manner, the general left a 
garriſon in the caſtle, and march'd with his ar- 
my to Cæſarea. Neither was there an enemy 
remaining in that part of the country, for the 
length of the war had ſubdu'd every place 
throughout it, which was the reaſon that many 
who liv'd in places at a great diſtance, were. put 
into extream confuſion and danger. For ſome 
time after this, it ſell out at Alexandria in A- 
2ypt, for a great number of Fews to be ſlain, 
It ſeems that thoſe of the faction of the Saca- 
i, who had found means to take refuge there, 


to put things into contuſion again, advis'd ſe- 
veral of their friends to aſſett there liberty, 
and think the Romans no better than themſelves, 
and only eſteem God to. be their lord. But, 
ſome of the more principal Fews oppoling 
their meaſures, they flew them, and urg'd o- 
thers to a revolt. When the elders of the 
ſenate perceived the mad and inconſiderable 
ſteps they were driving at, they concluded it 
| was no longer ſafe to negle& the affair: But, 
having {ſummoned all the Fews to a council, 
they repreſented the rafhneſs of the Sicarii in 
lively colours, proving them to have been the 
| Cauſe of all their misfortunes. And now, ſaid 
they, (becauſe had they fled they could not flat- 
er themſelves with ſure hopes of their lives; 
for the Romans knowing them, would put them 
70 death) they ſtrive to involve us in a calamity, 
only due to themſelves, who have been no way 
acceſſory to any tranſgreſſion. Wherefore they 
exhorted the people to beware of the de- 
ſtruction that hung over their heads, and 
o excuſe themſelves by ſurrendering them 
up to the Rowans, Ihe ſenſe of the great- 
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made a laye to the, Romans... But one woman, outery, as if it had been at the Heating 6th * 
ther, who was a relation of Eleazar, à very 


not content with living in ſatety, but wanting 
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companions: And. thus all periſh d, belieying gonjecture what ould be the reaſonzↄt whathad 
chat not a ſoul of their number was left ro,be been done: But, at laſt, «they tais d 


4 9 2 4» pi „ „ \ igk 
ram; to try if they, by that means, could 
s dp . 1 1 *. 11 143: 59 
make any body appear or ſpeak. The women 


due heard the noiſe, and, coming out 0 
their ſubterraneous holes; acquainted the Ro- 
mans with the nature of the caſe; but one am: 
ply laid open every word that had been ſpoke, 
and every thing that had been done. The R= 
mans were, hard to believe her, little confidin 
in the vaſtneſs of the attempt: They ſtrove to 
extingutſh the fire, and after they had cut a 
aſſage through, they preſently entet*d the pa- 
ace: But as ſoon as they fell-upon the multi- 
tude of the ſlain, their joy was not over ches 
as enemies, but they could not help being fir'd 
with admiration at the generous and brave - 
counſel of the men, and that in ſo large a num- 
ber, who had deſpis'd death, and perpetrated 
ſuch an intrepid and fearleſs an action. 


\ 


How many of the Sicarii at Alexandria, who had taken refuge there, were expoſed 2 
danger; and how, on that account, the temple, which had been built there by Onias 
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neſs of the danger made them readily a- 
gree; and, accordingly, falling upon the 
Sicarii with a mighty force, they ſeized 
their perſons. A matter of {fix hundred were 
preſently apprehended, and as many as had 
taken refuge in ÆAgypt, and Thebes, a province 
of that country, were, not long after, taken, 
and reduc'd, whoſe extraordinary obſtinacy of 
mind is vaſtly ſurprizing, whether it may be 
called deſperation, or a pertinaciouſneſs of the 
will, For all kinds of torments, and every 
way invented to rack their bodies, with no o- 
ther deſign than but for them to acknowledge 
the power of Cæſar, were not able to bend 
the reſolutions of their minds: Neither would 
any ſo much as ſeem to ſpeak it; but all pre- 
ſerved a ſoul vaſtly ſuperior to their cruel 
treatment, and diſdainfully ſubmitted to the 
rack and flames, as though their bodies had 
been bereft of all ſenſation, and their ſoùls had 
only been in a trance. But the age of their 
children raiſed in the ſpectators the greateſt aſ- 
roniſhment imaginable; for not one of them 
could be compelled to declare that they ac- 
knowledged Ceſar for their maſter. So much 
did the force of the undaunted ſpixits prevail 
over the infirmity of their bodies. 
Lupus governed Alexandria at this time, who 
wrote a letter immediately to Cæſar, to whom 
he fignified an acoount of this commotion. The 
emperor ſuſpecting that the Fews would never 
ceaſe ſtirring up freſh troubles, and fearing they 
would aſſemble together again into one body, 
and-get others to join them, he ſear orders to 
Lupus, to demoliſh the temple of the Fes, 
which was built in that country, called The 
country of Onias. This is in Agypt,, and its 
building, and having this name, WAS on the 
n Fi following 


. 


F 
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follow ing account : Onias, the ſon of Simon, 
one of the prieſts:of Hiero/olyma, flying from 
Antiochiis, King of Syria, who then was at war 
with the Jews, came to Alexandria, and meet- 
ing with a kind and generous reception from 
Protyma,, Onias told him, that becauſe of the 
anitnoſity and enmity between him and Antio- 
chus, be would bring the nation into his alli- 
ance, if ſo be he would give car ro ſomething 
+ which he had to communicate to him. The 
King profeſfing: that he would oblige him with 
every an within his power, he asKk'd for 
cave to build a temple in ſome part of pr. 
and to wetfhip God after the cuſtom! of his 
country. Fot then he would move the Fews 
to carry on the war more vigourouſly againſt 
Antiochis, wlio had waſted the temple of Hie- 
roſolhhma, and make them mere ready to obey 
him; and the liberty of their religion would 
being over great numbers to him. 
Plolomy being induced by theſe words, gran- 
ted him a part ot the country about au hundred 
and fourſcore furlongs diſtant from Memphis. 


This belonged to the præfecture which is call'd 


Heliopolis, where Onias, beſides a caſtle which 
he built, erected a temple different from that 

at Hieroſoly ma; but coming near to the tower, 

znd built of prodigious great ſtones of three- 
core cubits, he made the ſtructute of the altar 
to reſemble that at Hiero/ol/yma, and adorned 
it, in like manner, with preſents, except the 
candleſtick which he made after another model : 
For, indeed, he madeno candleſtick, but only 
a lamp of gold, of exceeding radiance and 


„„ 0 4040; 
Of Jonathan, one of the Sicarii, ſtriuing to raiſe à ſedition at Cyrene, and bis acling 
the part of a Ms notorious ſycophants | 


EAN while, the madneſs and fury of 
the Sicarii, like the contagion of a diſ- 
eaſe, had ſpread into Cyrexe, and the cities 
round about it: For Fonathan, a man of the 
worſt principles, and by trade a weaver, com- 
ing thither, perſuaded a great many of the poor 
and needy to join him, and led them into the 
deſart, promiſing to ſhew them ſeveral ſigns 
and | nf one Abundance indeed, were ſe- 
duced by his artifice and cunning addreſs; but 
the better ſort of Jews in Qrene acquainted 
Catullus, who was then governor of Pentapolis, 
of Lybia, with his journey and preparations. 
he governor immediately Uiſparchbll away af 
ter him ſome horſe and foot, who, as they were 
unarmed, eaſily defeated them. A conſiderable 
part periſh'd on the ſpot, but ſome were taken 
priſoners alive, and brought before Catullas. 
onathan, who had been the author of this 
commotion, made his eſcape, but diligent 
ſearch being made after him throughout the 
country, he was taken, atlaſt, and brought to 
Catullus, but he ſo managed his cards with the 
governor, that he eſcaped puniſhment, and af- 
orded to him an handle for commitring ſeveral 
unjuſt meaſures: For preferring ſeveral falſe 
charges againſt the richeſt of the eros, he told 


a brick wall, with ſtone 
the king allowed confiderable lands for a reve - 
nue, that the prieſts might not want, and: that 


preſents (for he threaten'd the prieſts extreamly 


any other place, ſhould expoſe his villainy, F 
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brightneſs, which he hang to a gold chain; All 
the fpace round the temple he ſurrourided with 


gates; ' belides'which; 


the worſhip'sf God might have all things ne- 


ceſſary'forits celebration Yer Onias, in do- 


ing thus, did not follow the dictates of riglit 
reaſon; but he kept up wich the ws dwelling 
at Hieroſolyma a fierce diſpute, 'tor' the memo- 
rable reſentment of his fligir: And, after he 
had built the t e, thought to Have drawn a 
great party over to him. Add, to this, a cer- 
tain prediction above ſix hundred years before 
this happen'd, which a prophet, nam'd Eſais, 
gave out; namely, that a man of Fudza ſhould 
build this remple in Æeyppt. And, indeed, 
the temple thus erected. 5 
Lnpus, the governor of Alexandria, on re- 
ceiving the emperor's letter, and coming to the 
temple, fhar it up, after he had taken away 
ſome of the preſents. But, Lupus happening 
to die ſoon after, Pauliuus, who ſuceeeded him 
in the government, neither left any of the 


if they did not produce every thing they had), 
neither would he ſuffer thoſe who were deſirous 
to worſhip God, to come near the temple, but 
ſhut up the doors, and made the place inacceſ- 
ſible : So that he intirely rooted away every 
2 of the divine worſhip. Now from 
the building to the ſhutting up of this temple, 
elapſed three hundred and forty-three years. 


him, that they had been the original cauſe of 
adviſing him to what he had done. Catullus 
embrac'd theſe charges with a wonderful dealot 
pleaſure, and, on his part exaggerated and 
heighten'd them extremely, loading every cit- 
cumſtance with abundance of tragical language, 
in order that he might be thought to have f- 
niſh'd the Fewi/b war. But what was more a 
bominable than all the reſt, beyond this credu · 
lity, he inſtructed the Sicarii to form accuſe 
tions of the ſame ſtamp. In ſhort, after he had 
commanded him to nominate one Alexander, 1 i 
Few (with whom he had long been at odds, aud Wi 
proſecuted an open hatred), and his wife Be. 
nice, both of whom he involved in ſeveral & 
vere charges, he firſt of all put theſe two pat 
ſons to death, and then-ſlew a matter of t 
thouſand others who had great ſtore of mont) 
herein fancying he acted ſecurely, becauſe l 
annexed their eſtates to Cæſar's revenues. 
But for fear any of the Fews, who reſided 


propagated his falſhoods at greater diftan® 
and adviſed Fonathan, and ſome others that hu 
been apprehended with him, to involve, 1 
formal accuſation of raifing new. diftutbun® 
the loyaleſt of the Fews reſiding at enen 
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add at Rome. Now Joſephus, the writer of exceſs of melancholy and grief. He was rack d 
this hiſtory, happened to be one of thoſe who with terrors, and would oft-times give dread- 


were thus villainouſly traduced; However, ful ſhrieks, and ſhout aloud, that he ſaw the 


Catullus's ſcheme fell our 0 the hopes ghoſts of thoſe, ſtanding before him, whom be 


he had form'd ; for he came to Rome, bringing had flain. And when he could contain himſelf © 
1147 K and the reſt, in chains with him, and no longer; he jump'd out of his bed, as though : 

uppoſed that the accuſations he had ſet on foot the rack, or ſome fire, had been prepared a- 
by his own means, would be enquired no fur- gainſt him. But his diſtemper continually in- 
ther into. But Veſpaſſan had other thoughts of creaſing for the worſe, and his entrails rotting, 
the proceedings; he was full of ſuſpicions, and and burſting through him, he died, in ſuch a 
made diligent enquiry thereinto: And having manner, as gave ample ſigns he was made the 
found the crimes charged againſt the ſeveral mark of a divine providence, in puniſhing 
perſons entirely groundleſs; he, at the inter- wicked men, if ever man was. 
ceſſion of Tins, diſcharged them from what | 
had been objected againſt them, but reſolv'd 
to puniſh Jonathan as his merits deſery*d. And 
accordingly, he was firſt ſeverely whipp'd, and 
then burnt alive. 5 

The lenity and mild temper of the emperor 
was the cauſe that Catullus found no further re- 
buke at this time; but, not long after, he was 
ſeiz d with a compound and incurable diſtemper, 
of which he died in very great torment; his 
body being not only expoſed to vaſt conflicts 
of pain, but his mind too, labouring with an 
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Here our hiſtory ends, which we promiſed 5 

to deliver, with the utmoſt diligence, to thoſe 
who were deſirous to know in what manner this 
war was Carried on by the Romans with the 
Jews. And now what kind of ſtile I have us'd, 
my readers are left to be jadges. However, I 
can ſpeak this with a good grace of the truth, 
that through every article which J have com- 
mitted here to writing, I have ſet that as the 
only rule to ſteer my courſe by. _ 


= 


| The End of the JEWISH WAR. 
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HAVE ſufficient aſon to ſup- points are what have induced me to give a com- 
poſe, my Eupaphroditus, the pendious account of, both that I might expoſe 
very beſt of men, that I have the ill nature and wilful falſities of detractors; 
proved, beyond difpure, thto* and, alſo, ſet the ignorance and miſtake of ſome 
my ſeveral books of atitiquities, in a fair light, and acquaint all thoſe who were 
to thoſe who may happen to pe- defirous to know the truth, with an account of 
ruſe them, that our nation of the Jews is of our antiquity. And to prove every circumſtance 
the longeſt ſtanding and antiquity, and had the which I ſhall offer to advance, I will make uſe 
firſt original appropriated to it, and that it of ſuch witneſſes as the Grecians themſelves 
poſſeſſed that country which we now inhabit, have, in all ages, thought fit to confide in :. But 
taking in an hiſtory of five thouſand years, as for thoſe who have tranſmitted ſome ſcanda- 
which I have tranſcribed out of the ſacred wri= lous and falſe accounts of us. them I ſhall con- 
tings in the Greek language. But becauſe I am fute with their own words. Beſides which, 
ſenſible abundance of perſons, who give ear to {hall endeavour to lay open the reaſon why f 
a great many malicious and detracting ſtories, few of the Grecians have thought fit to ſay not 
which ſome have invented after a baſe manner, a word about our nation in their hiſtories ; and, 
Vill not give faith to the circumſtances which over and above all, I ſhall produce thoſe wiv 
I have wrote about our antiquity, and conclude have not omitted to mention us in their works, 
from this article, namely, becauſe the Grecian to the very perſons who either do not know, & 
writers have omitted taking any norice of our pretend to be ignorant of them. 
nation, that it muſt conſequently be of younger In the firſt place, therefore, it makes me ex- 
date than it is pretended to be: Theſe ſeveral tremely wonder that thoſe perſons ſhould 95 
| po f 
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poſe, that, in matters of the longeſt antiquity, thoſe who were the firſt chat began to treat of - 
no others but the Grecians ought to be believed, celeſtial and divine things among them, as Phe- 
that from no others truth can be expected, recydes, Syrus,and Pythagoras, and Thales, are, 


and confequently that neither we nor any body by an unanimous and general conſent of all of 
elſe are to be confided in, But, truly, in this th 


caſe; Tprefume, and Even take it, the buſineſs 
is to be managed ahother way, if fo be we had 
rather take the truth from the facts themſelves, 


than be any way prejudiced, or adhere to vain 
opinions: For you will oe all what: the 


and; if Imay be allowed the expreſſion, tis but 


a day ot two ſince the building df. their cities, 


inventing of their arts, and preſcription of their 
laws, happened: For they began writing their 
hiſtories the very laſt of all. But the p- 
tians, and Chaldæans, and Phænicians (not to 
bring our writers in the number with them in 
this paſſage), are acknowledg*d by the Grecians 
themſelves to have hiſtories of their own affairs 
of the greateſt antiquity, and of the greateſt 
truth. For they inhabit not only a country 
the leaſt of all others expoſed to an inclement 
sky, bur alſo are Pings to uſe a ſingular 
diligence in 1t, that none of their aftairs of 
tranſactions lie buried in the ruins of oblivion ; 
but men among them of the profoundeſt ſenſe 
and experience, chooſe rather to keep an ac- 
count of their performances inſcrib*d always on 
publick tables. On the contrary, all the land 
of Greece, being over-run with an infinite num- 
ber of diſtempers, effectually ſuppreſſed this 
method of tranſmitting things ro memory, and 
conſequently, putting on foot ſome treſh ſcheme 
of living, every one thought themſelves the 
principal and head of all the reſt. And the 
fame people, very late, indeed, and with abun- 
dance of difficulty, at laſt came to the know- 
ledge of letters: For they who ate pleaſed to 
mention the longett uſe of them, are the very 
perſons that boaſt of their having received em 
from the Phanicians, and from Cadmus. Nei- 
ther has any one among them, either in their 
facred or in their publick monuments, ſhewn us 
any traces of that time; but there has been 
long ſcruple's of, and ſearches made about thoſe 
who undertook the Trcjan expedition ſo long 
afterwards, whether or no letters. were in uſe 
among them. Upon which account, it is more 
reaſonable and true ro ſuppoſe, that the mo- 
dern uſe of them was entirely a thing unknown 
to them, Neither, indeed, . have the Greeks 
any writings at all, that can pretend to. ſome 
truth of any longer ſtanding than the poetry of 
Homer, which you can find; and yet none will 
preſume to ſay that this writer was born before 
the tranſactions that ha ppen'd at Trey; nay, if 
What tame ſays is true, he himſelf was not the 
wh that committed that poetry to writing, 

ut poſterity preſerved the memory of his pie- 
ces ſome time, afterwards collected them from 
rarious ſongs, and put them together in the 
form we have them, which, therefore, is the 
eaon we commonly find ſo much difference 
throughour them. Wherefore, thoſe among 
{ © Grecians who applied their minds; to the 
*Ing hiſtory, I ſay, were Cadmus, the Mole- 
fan, and Amfilans, the Argive ; and if any 
wp are mentioned, they are ſuch as: preceded | 
ne Perfzan expedition but a ſmall time, Beſides 


writings - were but few: Which the Greeks 
themſelves not only think are the oldeſt wri- 
tings, but, alſo, have many ſcruples in believing 


were the real Authors of them. 


What man, then, does not ſee how vain and 


fooliſh theſe boaſt of the Grecians. ate, to 
make themſelves appear rhe only people that 
preſerve accounts of antiquity, and the only 
people that tranſmits a genuine and faithful 
narrative of remote actions? Nay, what man 
cannot eaſily perceive from their own writers, 
that nothing of undoubted veracity, nothing 
that has been fully explor'd, is any where 
tranſmitted down by them, but only ſo much 
as they were able to trace by conjecture ? 
This is the reaſon we find up and down in 
their writings frequent cavallings at one ano- 
ther; neither do they bluſh to make accounts 
widely different, of one and the ſame thing: 
I preſume I ſhould, be reckon'd very forward 
and buſy, if, to thoſe who know circumſtances 


much better than I do, I ſhould offer to teach 


them how many paſlages there are in their ac- 
counts of their genealogy, wherein Hellanicus 
differs from 4cu/ilans. How many errors Acu- 
//aus points at in Heſſod, how often Hellanicus 
is tax d by Ephorys of diſingenuity aud falſhocd ; 
Ephorus lath'd by Timens ; and Timens by la- 
ter writers; and, laſt of all, Herodotus by all? 
Neither is Timæus pleaſed to expreſs the ſame 
{ſentiments of the Slician affairs which Antiochus 


and Philiſtus, and Callias, have done; nor are 


the Athenians conſonant ro one another, who 
wrote the Atthide ; nor the Argolics, who pub- 
Iiſh'd accounts of the Argo Some intirely co- 
pying both the ſenſe and thoughts of other hi- 
ſtorians. But it ſignifies to little purpoſe to 


mention thoſe things which were tranſacted up 
and down in the ſeveral cities, and in countries 
ok ſmall extent, when even their beſt and moſt 


famous writers are frequently ſo different to 
one another in what they relate of the Perſan 
expedition, and the actions performed in it; 
So much, that even Thucydides himſelf, though 
look d. upon to have given a very accurate hi- 
ſtory of his time, by ſome is charg'd with error 
and vanity. - hs | 

Of which indolence and neglect, beſides the 
very -many other omiſſions that perſons enqui- 
ring. into this affair may probably meet with, 


I rake theſe two cauſes, of the greateſt conſe- 


quence, to be the chief. Now I thall begin 
with that which has more weight than the o- 
ther, in my opinion, which is, that the Gre- 
'cians, from the very.beginning, have neglec- 


ted to inſcribe on publick tables accounts of 


thoſe. actions which were perform'd every where 
about them, not only open'd the fullect paſlage 
that could be for error, but every one, alſo, 
who were minded to write antiquities; receiv'd 
an handle hence of forging what lies and ſto- 
ries they pleaſed. Neither were the reſt of the 
Grecian nations the only perſons that __ 

the 


em, acknowledged to have been ſcholars of 
the Ag1ptians and Chaldeans, and that their, 


4 


the care of making theſe tables to lie dormant, 
bnt, you will find, that among the Athenians, 
who are ſaid to be very great lovers of learn- 
ing, the ſame thing was practiſed, even when 
they gave out that their moſt antient laws were 
taken from thoſe publick tables, which Draco 
procur d them, through abundance of blood; a 
rſon who flouriſh'd but a ſmall time before 
Pififtratus the tyrant. For what ſignifies it to 
mention the Arcadians, who, notwithſtanding 
their boaſting ſo e their antiquity, ſcarce- 
ly began to have any knowledge of learning after 
theſe times? e en 
Thus, indeed, as no commentary of longer 
antiquity is extant, which either can prove *em 
deſirous of learning to teach, or tax them as falſe 
authors, there is rhe greateſt difference among 
them; to which cauſe, give me leave to add 
the other. Now they who ſet themſelves a- 


bout writing a work, were not led away with 


any deſire of diſcovering the truth, though this 
is a pretence all writers ſolemnly lay claim to, 
but the force of diction and language was the 
ſole mark of their aim: So that, in whatſoever 
kind any one believed himſelf to have the ſu- 
periority over the others, there he was ſure to 
exert all the power and force he had. In 
conſequence hereof, ſome ſer about compoſing 
fables; others began to praiſe the benevolent 
affection and love of cities and kings with 
heighten'd panegyricks: Some on the other 
hand, choſe rather to cavil at, or diſhonour their 
own writers in finding faults, becauſe they had 
hopes of finding no hard task in exceeding 
them. Bur this claſs of worthies 1s that which 
makes terrible work with the laws of hiſtory ; 
for the truth of an hiſtory carries the faireſt 
face along with it, when all ſpeak and write 
of the ſame things in the ſame ſtrain. So that 


they are of opinion, they ſhall carry the day, 


in point of truth, abundantly over all the reſt, 
provided they kept at the greateſt diſtant from 
the accounts of others, I muſt confeſs, we 
ought to yield to the Grecian writers in the 
method of diction, and in the force of elo- 
quence ; but not in giving an hiſtory of antiqui- 
ty with regard to truth, and principally of a 
a country properly, our own, and regions be- 
longing to all nations beſides. | 
I think it but needleſs, ſince all agree in it, 
to mention the extraordinary care which both 
the Babiloni aus and Egyptians us'd in writing 
down their tranſactions perform'd in ages vaſtly 
remote, when their prieſts were appointed to 
this office, and inſtructed them about them, 
the Chaldeans among the Babylonians, and the 
Phaenicians who were mix'd among the Cre- 
cians, and us'd their letters, both to preſcribe 
them a method of living, and learn them a way 
to preſerve their publick acts in remembrance, 
But l'Il paſs by making any compariſon of our 
progenitors, - becauſe they too had the ſame 
care in writing their hiſtory as the above- men- 
tired, whether the method was the more eli- 
gible, which their prieſts and prophets were 
en joined to take upon them, and which, to this 
very day, they have preſerved with wonderful 
diligence, and, if I may venture to expreſs my 
ſelf a little freer than ordinary, will ſtill be 
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in Ag pt and in Babylon, and all places of the 


back thoſe who have been made priſoners of 
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kept with the ſame exactneſs, which I ſhall en- 
deavour to evince in a few words. 
Our nation, from their very foundation, not 
only ſet perſons to preſide over theſe things 
who were of excellent character, and affiduous 
in the worſhip of God, but took extraordinary 
precaution to keep the race of the prieſts al- 
ways pure and unmix'd. For whoſoever en- 
joy'd the prieſthood, was, above all things, re- 
quir'd to get children of a wife of his own 
country, and not to turn his eyes on money or 
other honours, but trace out his family agree- 
ably to the ancient ſucceſſion, which had abun- 
dance of witneſſes on its ſide to confirm it. 
Which method we have obſerv'd, not in Fudea 
only, but in every place beſides, where any 
part of the 7ews reſides, where this rule, with _ 
reſpect to the marriage of the prieſts, hath al- 
ways been ſtrictly put in force: For example, 


world beſides, where our prieſts were diſpers'd, 
Over and above which, they took care to ſend 
to Hiero/olyma the names, in writing, of the 
parents and anceſtors, adding thereto, the wit- 
neſſes, to the end, that, if a war ſhould ariſe, 
as has been very often the caſe, witneſs Antio- 
chus Epiphanes invading our country, the ex- 
pedition of Pompey the Great, and the campaign 
of Ouintilius Varus, which happen'd in our 
days, then thoſe prieſts who remain, make new 
out of the old tables, and ſearch into the wo- 
men that are ſurviving : For they never take 


war, ſuſpecting, they may have commerce with 
ſtrangers, not at all improbable to perſons in 
that condition. This therefore, is one of the 
ſtrongeſt arguments in the world, in favour of 
the care and diligence us'd abour theſe things, 
becauſe our high prieſts are enroll'd in our fe- 
cords with theirs and the names of their parents, 
for a matter of two thouſand years. Pelider 
if any one prieſt was found to tranſgreſs in 
theſe points, he was abſolutely depriv'd fron 
officiating at the altar, or to affociate in any d 
the other ceremontes. A juſt reward, indeed; 
but what he was neceſſarily obliged to be, 
ſince the power of writing was not allow'd t0 
every one in general, and a conſtant harmony 
always was preſerved throughout the writing 
but only to the prophets who received thel 
knowledge of antiquity, and of actions perta-Wi 
med in ages, long ſince elapſed, by divine inlp-W 
ration, but themſelves tranſmitted to writ 
the events that occurr*d during their days. 
Wherefore the number of our books are & 
ſily to be reckoned, which differ from and of 
poſe one another: They are but two and ter 
ty, containing the hiſtory of all preceeding tin 
and, not without cauſe, are eſteem' d and belts! 
to be divine. Of this number five are of H 
es, which contain the laws, and a feries of &. 
tions performed from the formation of mank 
till its deſtruction: And the ſpace of time l 
cludes very near three thouſand years. Fig 
the death of Moyſes, till the empire of Arti 
erxes, who, after Xerxes, reigned over the M 
ſans, thoſe prophets, who ſucceeded Mu 
compriz'd in thirteen books the occurrences! 
fell out in their times: The four others d 
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tain hymns in praiſe of God, and diſplay very 
uſeful precepts of life. But every thing hap- 
pening from the reign of Artaxerxes to our 
days, were committed to writing, but are not 
ſo aut hentic, or carry ſo much authority with 
them, as the former books, becauſe the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the prieſts was not ſo well aſcertain'd. 
Beſides, how much the veneration is we have 
for theſe books, is plain, from the thing itſelf; 
for, notwithſtanding the ſliding away ot ſo ma- 
ny ages, yet none has preſum'd to add to, di- 

miniſh, or change any thing from them in all 
that time. But all the Jews in general, from 
their very childhood, have it implanted and 
ſown in their minds, to believe that theſe are 
the precepts of God, to ſtand by them at all 
times, and for their ſake, it occaſion requires, 
to ſuſtain death with a willing diſpoſition. Up- 
on which account, many of our nation who 
hare been made captives have bcen ſeen expo- 
ſed in theatres frequently to torments, and to 

ſuſtain all kinds of death, rather than ſpeak a 
word againſt our laws, or obviate the-written 
traditions about them. Then tell me who of 
the Grecians would ſuffer ſuch uſage, nay, ex- 
poſe himſelf to the leaſt hardſhip, though all 
the things their hiſtorians had wrote, were at 
ſtake, and on the point of deſtruction; be- 
cauſe they take them for narratives, - diſplay'd 
according to the humour and pleaſure of the 
authors. And thus are their ſentiments, and 
not without reaſon, about their older writers, 
becauſe they ſee ſome, even at this time, at- 
tempting to write hiſtories of fats which nei- 
ther themſelves were preſent at, nor ever trou- 
bled themſelves about getting particulars from 
thoſe who were acquainted with them. For ex- 
ample, about the very war which we maintain'd 
ſo lately, ſome have publitl'd hiſtories which 
they had wrote, when they had neither been at 
the places of action, nor even in the neighbour- 
hood of thoſe places where the whole ſcenes 
vere performed; but raſhly packing up toge- 
ther a few circumſtances from fame and common 
report, have, with abundance of impudence 
and inſolence, given them to the world under 
the name of an hiſtory. | i 

On the other hand, I have, wrote every par- 
| ticular action and occurence during the ccurſe 
of the whole war, agreeable to the ſacred cha- 
racter of truth, having been my ſelf immedi- 
ately preſent to all that paſſ'd. Beſides which, 

was general among thoſe who are call'd Ga- 
(laaus, fo long as we ſtood in oppoſition to the 

4 Roman arms; but, being taken by them, I was 

made a captive, and, at the ſame time that Ve/- 
Paran and Titus had me in cuſtody, they con- 
ſtantly oblig'd me to fit down with them, tho' 

at firſt in chains. After this, I was ſet at li- 
derty, and ſenk with Titus from Alexandria to 
the liege of Hieroſolyma; at which Time, ſince 
all the memorable tranſactions that occurr'd 
hen, happen'd, I had a fine opportunity to, re- 
member every particular. For I took exa&t 


Nice of every circumſtance | any way happen- 


bg in the Rowan camp, and mark'd them with 
xtraordinary diligence; and whatſoever /,the 
leſerters communicated, I was the only one 
nade privy to their diſcoveries. After which, 
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having procur'd.a retirement at Rome, whori A 
got ſome to aſſiſt me who were skill d in the 
Greek tongue, having prepar'd all my materials 
before-hand, I committed to writing every tran- 
ſaction as it was ſucceſſively perform'd. And 
ſuch confidence had I in the truth I deliver'd 
my ſelt with, that Veſpaſian and Titus, before 
all others, who were generals in that war, were 
nde 1 to offer me theit teſtimonĩes 
of what I had wrote: For to them I firſt made 
a dedication of my books; and, next to them, 
to ſeveral of the Romans who were immedi- 
ately preſent in the war. I fold them to a 
great many of our countrymen, Who were per- 
ſons well vers'd in the &recian learning, among 
whom was Julius Archelaus, Herod, one of the 
fineſt accompliſh*d gentlemen, and king Agrippa, 
no leſs worthy of admiration, All theſe perſo- 
nages witneſs'd that I had accurately follow'd 
truth, being men who would never have dif- 
ſembled with me, or held their tongues, had I 
chang'd or {lipp'd over any one fact either thro' 
Ignorance or favour. = 

But there was ſome perſons of ſuch mali- 
clous tempers, as to endeavour to caſt a re- 
proach on my hiſtory, as though it had been of 
ſuch ſort, as to merit a place in the ſchools for 
boys to read. What monſtrous and baſe treat- 
ment is here! when they ought to be acquain- 
ted, that ' tis the buſineſs of him who piomiſes 
to deliver the truth of things to others, that 
he is exactly privy beforeshand to the ſeveral 
occurrences he his going to treat of, or that he 
was preſent when they were perform'd, or that 
he had them from the hands of perſons who 
knew the facts; which, 1 flatter my ſelf, I 
have perform'd in both my works. As for the 
books of my Antiquitzes, as 1 have obſerv'd be- 
fore, 1 tranſlated them from the ſacred volumes, 
when I was in the prieſthood of my country, 


and no ſtranger to the philoſophy comprehen- 


ded in thoſe writings. As for the hiſtory of the 
war, I wrote it, as having been my ſelf an 


actor of ſeveral things therein, an eye-witneſs 


of a great many more, and perfectly inſtructed 
in every thing that was eicher ſaid or done. 
By what means, then, can thoſe perſons eſcape 
the imputation of ,peeviſhneſs, who will not 
fail ro diſpute with me of having given an un- 
true hiſtory ? who though they are ſaid to have 
perſued the commentaries or annals of the em- 
perors, yet were not preſent at our tranſactions, 


which are different to them. 


I have made this digreſſion about theſe par- 
ticulars which I thought neceſſary, being wil- 
ling to ſhew the faculty of thoſe perſons who 
promiſe to write an hiſtory : And I rake it, 


that I have abundantly left it diſcover'd, that 
it is much more in uſe among the Barbarians 
than Greeks, to tranſmit down to their writings 


the memory of things of antiquity. Where 
fore I am determined, in the firſt place, to ob- 


viate the aſſertions of thoſe, in a few words, 


who endeavour to make our ſettlement in the 
world of a new ſtanding ; becauſe, as they ſay, 
the writers among the Greeks have made no 
mention of us: After this, I will produce vou- 
chers out of other writers, to prove our anti- 
quity, and ſhew that thoſe who {peak ill of out 

oo =, > __ nation, 
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nation haye no foundation of reaſon at all to 
raiſetheir aſperfiofs Upon. 
Now, with regard to our nation, we inhabit 
a country neither adjoining to the fea, nor are 
we any way fond of traffick ; nor, on that ſcore, 
keep we up any correſpondence with other peo- 
le: On the contrary, we have cities at con- 
fidetable diſtances from the ſea; as we inhabit a 
fruitful ſoil, we ſtrive to cultivate it, with won- 
derful labour: But our chieſeſt care of all is, to 
train up our children, and guard our laws, as 
being thoſe people who make piety, and a per- 
formance of them, the moſt neceflary work of 
our whole lives, But, beſides what I have ad- 
vanced, we have a method of living only pecu- 
liar to our ſelyes ; ſo that we had no need of 
entering into commerce with the Greciaus for- 
merly, as the Agyptians had, from the things 
which they imported or exported to 6ther na- 
tions: And as the Phænicians, who dwell by 
the ſea-fide, from a love of money, and a de- 
ſire of buying and ſelling. But our anceftors 
never turued their thoughts and hands on ma- 
king depredations, as ſome others have done, 
or wanting to poſſeſs more than they enjoyed, 
entertained hoftile ſentiments, tho' the coun- 
try abounded in many thouſands of valiant men. 


Whence it came to paſs, that the Phewnicians, 


to extend their commerce, immediately failing 
among 
with them, and the Aoyptians by them, and 
afterwards all who ſtem'd the wide ſeas, from 
thoſe that carried their mercandizes to the 
Grecians, Aſterwards, the Medes and Perſians, 
then in poſſeſſion of A/a, came to have acquain- 
tance with them, and chiefly the Per/zans, when 
they extended their arms almoſt to the next 
continent ; the Thracians diſcover'd themſelves 
by reaſon of their vicinity, or neighbourhood ; 
and the $:1thians divulged themſelves among 
them, by means of thoſe who fail*d into Por- 
tus : And all in general, dwelling to the eaſtern 
or the weſtern ocean, found no difficulty in be- 
ing known by them, who had intenſions of com- 
poſing ſomething of an hiſtory. But thoſe, in- 
deed, who liv'd in remoter places, and, for the 
greateſt part, at ſome diſtance ſrom the ſea, had 
none of theſe opportunities to get themſelves 
diſcovered. 'This was no more than what be- 
came the caſe of thoſe who inhabited Europe; 
for neither Herodotus, nor Thucydides, nor any 
other writer cotemporary with them, have in 
the leaſt mentioned any thing of the city of the 
Romans, which was already, and even long be- 
fore, arrived to a great height, and ſpreading 
its victories with a glorious run of ſucceſs: For 
theſe accurrences were but lately carried into 
Greece, And as for the Gauls and Spaniards, 
the aftairs of theſe nations were ſo far from the 
knowledge of thoſe who were thought the moſt 
accurate writers among them, among whom 
was Ephorus, that he thought the Spaniards 
were cloſed up in one city ; when their fron- 
tier reach ſuch a breadth weſtward, and ac- 
quainted the world in his writings with rites 
and cuſtoms this nation uſed, which never had 
been, nor ever had been alledged to have been, 
What may be aflign'd as a reaſon of this groſs 
ignorance in theſe particulars, is, chat the 
Grecians of his time, refuſed having commerce 
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have been our greateft enemies, as were the 


the Grecians, came to be acquainted 


came from tho parts of the eaſt, made a ſuddel 
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with other nations: but it may be imputed 
more to the diſingenuity and fables of the ſe. 
veral writers, who were ever fond to be thought 
to have ſtretched a point in their works beyond 
others of the ſame function. Methinks, then, 
there is ſmall room for wonder why our nation 
lay ſo much concealed from a great part of 
mankind, or that it aftords ſo little opportunity 
of having an hiſtory wrote of it, when the long 
diſtance it ſtands from the ſea, and the peculiar 
inſtitutions of living to which its inhabitanty are 
accommodated, are conſidered. 1 GAL. 
For the fake of argument, ſuppoſe, then, 
that the race of the Grecians is of no antiquity, 
becauſe nothing is to be traced in our poo? 
that mention it. Would not they laugh hear. 
tily at us, and produce, as I have reafon to 
think, the very ſame cauſes which I have 
brought, and confirm their ancient deſcent by 
borrowing vouchers and witnefles from the 
countries that border round them. Wherefore 
I will endeavour to do the ſame thing, and, to 
that end, I will owe my chief aſſiſtanee to the 
Egyptians and Phenicians ; for their teſtimony 
in ſo confirming, that none of them can pretend 
to invalidate the evidence. And, indeed, the 
[LEgyptians, take them altogether, ſeem to 


* 


Tyrians of the Phenicians. But I cannot af- 
firm the ſame thing of the Chaldzans, becauſe 
they were the princes of our nation, and, on 
account of kindredſhip, have taken notice of 
the Jes in their hiſtories. When I come to 
produce my proofs about theſe, I will mention, 
at the ſame time, thoſe Greek hiftortans who 
have any ways treated of the Fews ; that no 
body thro” envy or detraction may get an handle 
of contradicting us. p 

I will make my beginning from the writings 
of the AZgyptians; but, to produce them, is a 
task, at prefent, above my capacity. Now 
Manetho was an Agyptian by nation, one who 
ſtudied the Grecian learning, as we are made 
to underſtand from himſelf, becauſe he wrote 
the hiſtory of his country in the Grecian lan- 
guage, and who, as he himſelf confeſſes, tran- 
{lated it (rom the annals of the priefts, or ſa- 
cred books; and who charges, in ſeveral paſ- 
ſages of his book, Herodotus, for dealing in 
many places falſely, with regard to the gu] 
affairs, thro? ignorance. The ſame Manet ho, the 
Agyptian hiſtorian, next ſpeaks thus of us (for 
I am willing to produce his own words, in or- 
der to have him for my witneſs) : * Formerly, 
© ſays he, we had a king called Timars, in whoſe 
© time, God, without any reaſon that I can al- | 
© ſign for it, proved extreamly angry with us, 4 
© vaſt number of men, truly of an ignoble and 
mean original, but brave and bold fellows 


© irruption into this country, and made theme. 
* ſelves maſters of it with great eaſe, or edel 
© ſpilling a drop of blood: Conſequently tie 
© princes of the land were ſubdued to their obe 
© dience and all the cities were miſerably © 
* duced to aſhes ; and the temples of the C 

© demoliſhed. Beſides which ontrages, * 

© behaved in a moft barbarous manner * 
© all the natives, putting to death ſome, ® 


« carry 
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© cartyivg away priſoners the wives and chil- * built, and trove to take the place; but that, 
dren of others. At laſt, they created one of © deſpairing at length of bringing the ſiege to 
< their countrymen king, whoſe name was Sa/a- an ifſue, the king enter*d into theſe conditi- 
« 7:5.- This prince took up his reſidence at ons with them; namely, that, provided they 
Memphis, cauſing a tribute to be exacted of © left Zfgypr,cvery one was at liberty to depart 
« the higher and lower province, and putting * where he thought beſt, without any danger to 
- ſtrong garriſons into the moſt convenient places. his perſon, That, in.conſequence of this ca- 
But he fortified the places to the eaſt in the * pitulation, they took up all their families ah 
'« beſt manner, having a watchful eye over the © effects, and, to the number of two hundred 
« ſſyrians, who then carried the ſway over o- and forty thouſand, left Agypt, and took 


« ther nations, and entertaining an enger deſire 
« of annexing their territories to his own, findin 

in the provmce of Sas a city conyenient! 

ſituated to the eaſt of the river Babaftilas, 
« winch had the name of Avaris given it b. 

c ancient theologiſts, he rebuilt and fortified it 
« with walls ot exceeding great ſtrength, after he 
c had lett a garriſon to defend it, which conſiſt- 
«ed of two hundred and forty thouſand men. 
« Hither he came in the ſummer-time, not only 
to meaſure our corn, and pay his ſoldiers, but, 
c alſo, to exerciſe them diligently, in order to 
« be a terror to foreigners. But having kept 
« the government ninereen years, he died; and 


date him one Bron reigned, who enjoyed the 


kingdom forty four years. Next to him reign- 
« ed another prince, named Apachnas, during 


« the ſpace ot thirty fix years, and ſeven months. 


hen Apoplus, threeſcore and one, and Ja- 
nias fifty, and one month: And, atter all, 
c /ijjjs, torty nine years, and two months, 
« '] heie ſix were the firſt princes among them, 
« always at war, and whoſe thoughts were con- 
« ſtanily turned to pull up 2797 by the roots. 
© Now their whole nation was called Hyc/os, 
© that is, king's ſhepherds; for Hyc in the ſa- 
© cred tongue ſiguiſies a king, and Sos a ſhepherd, 
© or ſhepherds, according to the common dia- 
© lect; whence comes the compound Hyc/os. 
© Thereare tome who affirm they were Arabians; 
©and I have found in another book, that the 


A 


name of Hyc/os doth not ſignify kings, but, 


© on the contrary, * that captive ſhepherds are 


implied by it.“ Hyc, again, in the language 


their root through the deſart into Syr/a. But 


becauſe they were apprehenſive of the govern- 


© ment of the Afjrians (tor Aſia then was un- 
© der their dominions), they built a city in that 
country, which we now call Fudza, ſufficient 
to contain ſo vaſt a number of people, and call- 
ed the ſame Hieroſolyma. But in another book 
the ſame Manetho thus expreſſes himſelf with 
regard to rhe Afoyptian affairs, That this very 
nation was called Shepherds, and that they were 
named captives intheir ſacred writings. Which 
is agreeable to truth. For our anceſtors of old 


were accuſtom'd to feed flocks; and their lead- 


ing 's paſtoral lite, gave them the name of ſhep- 
herds. And, again, they are call'd captives in 
the books of the Z#yrptians, which reaſon, be- 
cauſe Fo/eph, our progeniror, ſaid to the king of 
Egypt, that he was à C:iptive, and afterwards 
he invited his brothers into Ag by the king's 
permiſſion. But we ſhall elſewhere make a fur- 
ther, and more accurate enquiry, into theſe 
points. . 5 | | VET 
The next thing T ſhall go about, ſhall be to 
produce the A£zyptians themſelves for witneſſes 
of this antiquity. of ours. Therefore I ſhall 
make bold to ſubjoin, once, more, the words of 
Manetho, which refer to the time. For thus 
he ſays: After that the people of the ſhep- 
* herds were departed out of Agyp? to Hirro- 
* ſolyma, the king named Tethmeſis, who drove 
© them out of Egypt, reigned atterwards five 
© and twenty years, and four months, and then 
© died. Whereupon, the kingdom devolved 
© apon his fon Chebron, who kept it there thir- 


of the Z21prtians, and Hac, with an alpira- teen years; after whom, Amenophis held it 
tion, properly and ' nominally ſignifies cap- twenty years, and ſeven months; his liſter 
tires. And Jam the rather induc'd to think © Ameſſes, one and twenty years, and nine 
this the more probable opinion, and more agree- months; after her, Mephres, twelve years, 
able to the account of ancient hiſtory. * For * and nine months; after him, M pHramut heſis, 
* he ſays that they were call'd by che name of five and twenty years, and ten months; after 
© king's and ſhepherds, and that their poſterity © him Zymoſis, nine years, and eight months; 
© held Zgypt under their obedience for a mat- * after him, Amenophis, thirty years, and five 
© ter of five hundred and eleven years; but that © months; after him, Orus, thirty fix years, 
C afterwards the people of Thebais, and the © and five months; his daughter, Acenchres, 
© kings of the other parts of Agypt, undertook * twelve years, and one month; after her, het 
dau expedition againſt the ſhepherds; where- brother Rat hotis, nine years; after him, A- 
* upon, a terrible and long war broke out be- c. cenceres, twelve years, and five months; af- 7 
* tween them. That the ſhepherds were defeat- 85 ter him, Acencheres the ſecond, twenty years, 1 
ed under the king, whoſe name was Alisfrag- and three months; after him, Armais, four 
* mithoſ;s, and drove out of the reſt of Apt, © years, and one month; after him, Rameſſes, 
rand obliged to ſhut themſel ves up in one © one year, and four months; after him, Ar- 
place: The circumference of which, took in meſſes of Miamnlis, threeſcore and ſix years, 
: a ſpace of ten thouſand acres. The place was and two months; after him, 2 af 
ele Avaris. Manetho ſays, that the ſhep- * teen years, and fix months; W m, de 
Aerds cnclos'd and fortified all this ſpot of, © thoſis and Rameſſes, WHO had a prodigious ar- 
; ground quite round, with a vaſt and ſtrong © my of horſe,” and naval torces; this prince : 
„wall, to keep and ſecure” what effects and, © conſtituted his brother Armais governor of 
: Plunder they had among them. Bur that Egypt, and inveſted with all the power be- 
_ Thunnnis, the ſon of Aligfragmut hoſis, went 
wich an army of four hundred and fourſcore 
thouland men, aud beſieged the wall they had 


© longing to a king, except his enjoining him 

© not to wear a crown, nor diſhonour the queen 

© and the mother of his children, nor converſe 8 73 
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netion beye no foundation of reaſon at all to 
ratſe' their eben F 


Now, with regard to our nation, we inhabit 
a country neither adjoining to the fea, nor are 
we any way fond of traffick ; nor, on that ſcore, 
keep we up any correfpandence with other peo- 


le: On the contrary, we have cities at con- 


ſidetable diſtances from the ſea; as we inhabit a 
{ruitful ſoil, we ftrive to cultivate it, with won- 
derful labour: But our chieſeſt care of all is, to 
train up our children, and guard our laws, as 
being thoſe people who make piety, and a per- 
formance of them, the moſt neceflary work of 


our whole lives. But, beſides what I have ad- 


vanced, we have a method of living only pecu- 
liar to our ſelves; ſo that we had no need of 
entering into commerce with the Grecians for- 
merly, as the #gyptians had, from the things 
which they imported or exported to other na- 
tions: And as the Phenicians, who dwell by 
the ſea-ſide, from a love of money, and a de- 
ſire of buying and ſclling. But our anceſtors 
never turued their thoughts and hands on ma- 
king depredations, as ſome others have done, 
or wanting to poſſeſs more than they enjoyed, 
entertained hoftile ſentiments, tho* the coun- 
try abounded in many thouſands of valiant men. 


Whence it came to paſs, that the Phewnicians,. 


to extend their commerce, immediately failing 
among the Grecians, came to be acquainted 
with them, and the Agyptiaus by them, and 
afterwards all who ſtem'd the wide ſeas, from 
thoſe that carried their mercandizes to the 
Grecians. Aſterwards, the Medes and Perſans, 
then in poſſeſſion of Aſia, came to have acquain- 
tance with them, and chiefly the Per/zans, when 
they extended their arms almoſt to the next 
continent; the Thracians diſcover'd themſelves 
by reaſon of their vicinity, or neighbourhood ; 
and the Sythians divulged themſelves among 
them, by means of thoſe who fail*d into Pou- 
tus And all in general, dwelling to the eaſtern 
or the weſtern ocean, found no difficulty in be- 
ing known by them, who had intenſions of com- 
poſing ſomething of an hiſtory. But thoſe, in- 
deed, who liv'd in remoter places, and, for the 
greateſt part, at ſome diſtance ſrom the ſea, had 
none of theſe opportunities to get themſelves 
diſcovered. . This was no more than what be- 
came the caſe of thoſe who inhabited Europe; 
for neither Herodotus, nor Thucydides, nor any 
other writer cotemporary with them, have in 
the leaſt mentioned any thing of the city of the 
Romans, which was already, and even long be- 
fore, arrived to a great height, and ſpreading 
its victories with a glorious run of ſuccefs : For 
theſe accurrences were bur lately carried into 
Greece, And as for the Gauls and Spaniards, 
the affairs of theſe nations were ſo far from the 
knowledge of thoſe who were thought the moſt 
accurate writers among them, among whom 
was Ephorus, that he thought the Spaniards 
were cloſed up in one city ; when their fron- 
tier reach ſuch a breadth weſtward, and ac- 
quainted the world in his writings with rites 
and cuſtoms this nation uſed, which never had 
been, nor ever had been alledged to have been. 
What may be aflign'd as a reafon of this groſs 
ignorance in theſe particulars, is, that the 
Grecians of his time, refuſed having commerce 


with other nations: but it may be imputed 
more to the diſingenuity and fables of the ſe. 
veral writers, who were ever fond to be thought 
to have ſtretched a point m their works beyond 
others of the ſame function. Methinks, then 
there is ſmall room for wonder why our nation 
lay ſo much concealed from a great part of 
mankind, or chat it aftords ſo little opportunity 
of having an hiſtory wrote of it, When the long 
diftance it ſtands from the ſea, and the peculiar 
inſtitutions of living to which its inhabitanty are 
accommodated, are conſidered. bly, 
For the ſake of argument, ſuppoſe, then. 

that the race of the Grecians is of no antiquity, 
becauſe nothing is to be traced in our books 
that mention it. Would not they laugh hear 
tily at us, and produce, as I have reafon to 
think, the very ſame cauſes which I have 
brought, and confirm their ancient deſcent by 
borrowing vouchers and witnefles from the 
countries that border round them. Wherefore 
I will endeayour to do the ſame thing, and, to 
that end, I will owe my chief aſſiſtanee to tlie 
Egyptians and Phenicians; for their teſtimony 
in ſo confirming, that none of them can pretend 
to invalidate the evidence. And, indeed, the 
Egyptians, take them altogether, ſeem to 
have been our greateſt enemies, as were the 
Tyrians of the Phenicians. But 1 cannot af- 


firm the ſame thing of the Chaldzans, becauſe 


they were the princes of our nation, and, on 
account of Kkindredſhip, have taken notice of 
the Fews in their hiſtories. When I come to 
produce my proofs about theſe, I will mention, 
at the ſame time, thoſe Greek hiſtorians who 
have any ways treated of the Jes; that no 
body thro” envy or detraction may get an handle 
of contradiCting us. | 

I will make my beginning from the writings 
of the AÆgyptians; but, to produce them, is a 
task, at preſent, above my capacity. Now 
Manetho was an Agyptian by nation, one who 
ſtudied the Grecian learning, 'as we are made 


to underſtand from himſelf, becauſe he wrote 


the hiſtory of his country in the Grecian lan- 
guage, and who, as he himſelf confeſſes, tran- 
{lated it ſrom the annals of the prieſts, or ſa- 
cred books; and who charges, in ſeveral paſ- 
ſages of his book, Herodotus, for dealing in 
many places falſely, with regard to the AZgyptian 
affairs, thro? ignorance. The ſame Manet ho, the 
Agyptian hiſtorian, next ſpeaks thus of us (for 
I am willing to produce his own words, in or- 
der to have him for my witneſs): * Formerly, 
© ſays he, we had a king called Timars, in whoſe 
© time, God, without any reaſon that I can aſ- 
© ſign for it, proved extreamly angry with us, 4 
© vaſt number of men, truly of an ignoble and 
mean original, but brave and bold fellows,” 
came from tho parts of the eaſt, made a ſudden 
© irruption into this country, and made them 
* ſelves maſters of it with great eaſe, or even 
© ſpilling a drop of blood: Conſequently the 
© princes of the land were ſubdued to their obe- 
* dience and all the cities were miſerably ke- 
* duced to aſhes ; and the temples of the G 
© demoliſhed. Beſides which outrages, the) 
© behaved in a moſt barbarous manner 2. 
© all the natives, putting to death ſome, and 
carrying 
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© carryivg away priſoners the wives and chil- 
drem ot others. At laſt, they created one of 
c their countrymen king, whoſe name was Sala- 
cis. IJ his prince took up his reſidence at 
Memphis, cauſing a tribute to be exacted of 
c the higher and lower province, and putting 
ſtrong gatriſons into the moſt convenient places. 
But he tortitied the places to the eaſt in the 
beſt manner, having a watchful eye over the 
« /iſſyrians, who then carried the ſway over o- 
« ther nations, and entertaining an cager defire 
« of annexing their territories to his own, findin 
in the provmce of Sa, a city 5 55 
« firuated to the eaſt of the river Babaftilas, 
« winch had the name ot Avaris given it b 
c ancient theologiſts, he rebuilt and fortified it 
£ 


with walls ot exceeding great ſtrength, after he 


had lett a garriſon to defend it, which conſiſt- 
qed ot two hundred and forty thouſand men. 
Hither he came in the ſummer- time, not only 
« to meaſure out corn, and pay his ſoldiers, but, 
« alſo, to exerciſe them diligently, in order to 
be a terror to foreigners. But having kept 
« the government nineteen years, he died; and 
« after him one Bron reigned, who enjoyed the 
kingdom forty four years. Next to him reign- 
« ed another prince, named Apac hnas, during 
the ſpace ot thirty ſix years, and ſeven months. 
„Then Apoplus, threeſcore and one, and Ja- 
« ias fifty, and one month: And, after all, 
« /ijjjs, torty nine years, and two months, 
« '] heſe ſix were the firſt princes among them, 
always at war, and whoſe thoughts were con- 
« kanily turned to pull up Apt by the roots. 


Now their whole nation was called Hyc/os, _ 


« that is, King's ſhepherds; for Hyc in the ſa- 
© cred tongue tignities a king, and dos a ſhepherd, 
© or theptierds, according to the common dia- 
_* leet; whence, comes the compound Hyc/os. 
AJhere ate tome who affirm they were Arabiaus; 
©and I have found in another book, that the 


name of /7yc/os doth not ſignify kings, but, 


© on the contrary, that captive ſhepherds are 
implied by it.“ Hyc, again, in the language 
of the Aegptians, and Hac, with an afpira- 
tion, properly and ' nominally ſignifies cap- 
tives. And Jam the rather induc'd to think 


this the more probable opinion, and more agree- 


able to the account ot ancient hiſtory. * For 
© he lays that they were call'd by che name of 
* king's and ſhepherds, and that their poſterity 
held Zgypr under their obedience for a mat- 
* ter of five hundred and eleven years; but that 
alter wards the people of Thebais, and the 
kings of the other parts of Agypt, undertook 
au expedition againft the ſhepherds; where- 
upon, a terrible and long war broke out be- 
* tween them. That the ſhepherds were defeat- 


* ed under the king, whoſe name was Alisfrag= 


uit his, and drove out of the reſt of <g9Pt,. 
and obliged to ſhut themſelves up in one 


place: The circumference of which, took in, 


a ſpace of ten thouſand acres. The place was 
called Avaris, Manetho ſays, that the ſhep- 
© herds enclos'd and fortified all this ſpot of, 
ground quite round, with a vaſt and ſtrong 

* wall, to keep 

„Plunder they had amotig them. Bur that 

Humm, the ſon of Aligfrag mut hoſis, went 

wich an army of four hundred and fourſcore 


' Uouſand men, aud beſieged the wall they had 


and ſecure © what effects and 


* built, and ſtrove to take the place, but that, 
© deſpairing at length of bringing the ſiege to 
an 1fſue, the king enter'd into theſe conditi- 
© ons with them ; namely, that, provided they- 
© left Agypt, every one was at liberty to depart 
* where he thought beſt, without any danger to 
* his perſon. That, in conſequence of this ca- 
* pitulation, they took up all their families an 

effects, and, to the number of two hundte 

and forty thouſand, left Agypt, and took 
their root through the deſart into Syr/a. But 
< becauſe they were apprehenſive of the govern- 
© ment of the Aſſjrians (tor A/a then was un- 
der their dominions), they built a city in that 
© country, which we now call Fadza, ſufficient 
to contain ſo vaſt a number of people, and call- 
ed the ſame Hieroſolhma. But in another book 
the ſame Manet ho thus expreſſes himſelf with 
regard to rhe Aoyptian affairs, That this very 
nation was called Shepherds, and that they were 
named captives in their ſacred writings. Which 
is agreeable to truth. For our anceſtors of old 


were accuſtom'd to feed flocks; and their lead- 


ing u paſtoral life, gave them the name of ſhep- 
herds. And, again, they are call'd captives in 
the books of the A#yrptians, which reaſon, be- 
cauſe Fo/eph, our progenitor, faid to the king of 
ZEeypt, that he was a C:ptive, and afterwards 
he invited his brothers into At by the king's 
permiſſion. But we ſhall elſewhere make a fur- 
ther, and more accurate enquiry, into theſe 
5 ; 3 

The next thing T ſhall go about, ſhall be to 
produce the Zzyptians themſelves for witneſſes 
of this antiquity. of ours. Therefore I ſhall 
make bold to ſubjoin, once more, the words of 
Manetho, which refer to the time. For thus 
he ſays: After that the people of the ſhep- 
* herds were departed out of Ag t to Hirro- 
* ſolyma, the king named Let hmeſis, who drove 
them out of Egypt, reigned afterwards five 
© and twenty years, and four months, and then 
© died. Whereupon, the kingdom devolved 
© upon his ſon Chebron, who kept it there thir- 
© tecn years; after whom, Amenophis held it 
twenty years, and ſeven months; his ſiſter 


Ameſſes, one and twenty years, and nine 


© months; after her, Mephres, twelve years, 
© and nine months; after him, M-phramutheyts, 
© fiveand twenty years, and ten months; after 
© him Thmoy4s, nine years, and eight months; 
© after him, Amenophis, thirty years, and five 
© months; after him, Orus, thirty fix years, 
© and five months; his daughter, Acenc hres, 


© twelve years, and one month; after her, het 


© brother Rathotis, nine years; after him, A- 
© cenceres, twelve years, and five months ; at- 
ter him, Acencheres the ſecond, twenty years, 
© and three months; after him, Armais, four 
« years, and one month; after him, Rameſſes, 
© one year, and four months; after him, Ar- 
© meſſes of Miamnus, threeſcore and fix years, 

© and two months; after him, Amenophis, nine- 


© teen years, and fix months; after him, Se- 


© thoſis and Rameſſes, who had a prodigious ar- 
my of horſe, and naval forces; this prince 
© conſtituted his brother Armais governor of 
„ Feypt, and inveſted with all the power be- 
© longing to a king, except his enjoining him 
© not to wear a crown, nor diſhonour the queen 
© and the mother of his children, nor converſe ** 
the 
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* peditions into Cyprus and Pænicia, againſt the 
© Medes and Aſſyrians, all whom, ſome by the 
© ſword, others without battle, he reduced en- 
© tirely to his obedience. His proſperity, and the 
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c the reſt of the royal concubines. He made ex- preſent of one hundred | and twenty talents of 


\ 
va 


gold; beſides. which, he ſent him the fineſt 
wood Which he'cut down. out of the mount Liba- 
nis, to make the roof. Soloman in return for 
the grand civility, preſented him with ſeveral 


© oreat ſucceſs his arms had, heighren'd his am- rich gifts, land with the country of Chubulon in 


* © hition, and made him puſh at things with a 
© more inſolent air.; for he carried his torces up 
© jnto the eaſt, and conquer'd ſeveral cities aud 
© provinces there. Some time after this, Armais, 
© who had been left in Zgypr, acted without 
any fear or dread againſt every command which 
© his brother had enjoy d to follow; for he not 
© only raviſh'd the queen, but had communica- 
tion juſt as he pleas'd with the other concu- 
© bines; and, more than this, by the perſuaſion 
© of his friends, he wore the crown, and roſe up 
© againſt his brother. The perſon appointed over 
© the Apyptian rites and ſacred things ſent a 
© book to Cet hs, acquainting him therein how 
© all things ſtood, and that his brother had pro- 
© claim*d war againſt him. Upon this, he return- 
ed immediately to Pelllſium, avd took his own 
kingdom into his hands. The province took 
the name of Appt ſrom his name. For fays he, 
© that Ser, was called Zgyptus, and his bro- 
© ther Armais, Danaus. 9 
This is the account of Mauethe. Therefore 
if we fix the time to the account when theſe 
years begin, it will appear plainly that the 
perſons call'd Shepherds were cur anceſtors, and 
that they ſettled in that country when they re- 
moved out of A#gypt, three hundred and ninety 
three years before Danaus came to Argos, 
whom the Grecians celebrate for their moſt 
antient prince. Thus two circumſtances, and 
thoſe,of great weight, are produc'd by Manet ho 
in confirmat ion of our antiquity, who faithfully 
follow'd the Afgyptian hiſtory, or account; the 
one is, that they came into At from another 
place; the other, that they removed thence, 
and went to another place: Which circumſtance 
is of ſo long antiquity, that it preceeds the ac- 
tions at Troy a matter of a thouſand years. But 
as for thoſe paſſages of Manet ho which he has 
added, not out of the Zgyptian writings, but 
(according to his own conteſſion) from accounts 
given by uncertain authors, 1 will diſcuſs them 
by themſelves in the ſequel, and prove them 
meer forgeries, without any manner of truth, or 
appearance of probability at all. ; 
"Wherefore I will paſs over from them to ſuch 
things as the Pyæhicians have recorded of our 
nation; and, to this purpoſe, I will produce 
their teſtimonies of us. Tis true, that amon 
the Driaus are writings inſcrib'd in publick 
monuments for many years, and preſery'd with 
great care, which regard thoſe aEtions done by 
them worthy of notice and remembrance. It is 
thus written in them, that king Solomon built a 
temple at Hicro/clyma one hundred and forty- 
three years, and eight months, before Carthage 
was built by the Thyrians; and beſides a deſcrip- 
tion may be read in them of the furniture of our 
remple. Hircmus, king of the hyrians,wasafriend 
of our king Solomon, who was ſucceſſor of his fa- 


ther in the league of amity between them. This 


prince to exhibit his liberality towards ereCting 
the famous building of the temple, made him a 


Galilee, But the deſire of knowledge was the 
main link that ty'd theſe two great perſonages 
together ; for they ſent problems to one another 
to be folv'd, wherein Solomon gave, commonly, 
proof of a ſuperior underſtanding, and in other 
matters, excell'd in wiſdom. From hence, ſe- 
veral letters were mutually written to one ano- 
ther, which the Tyrians have preſerv'd. But 
that I may not betax'd with falſhood in alledg- 
ing theſe writings of the Tyrians, I will make 
Dius my witneſs, whom mankind look upon to 
have given a faithful and accurate hiſtory of the 
Brians. The following is the account which he 
writes about the Phxaicians. After the death 
of Abibabus, his ſon Hiromas reigned ; this 
prince fortified the eaſt parts of the city with 
* arampart, and amplified it; the temple of 
© Jupiter Olympius, ſtanding a- part from the 
neighbouring houſes, and ſituate in an iſland, 
* aſter he had filled up the place between with 
earth, he annexed to the city and enriched it 
© with preſents of gold, and then aſcending 
mount {ibanus, he cut down trees for the 
building of temples. It is ſaid, that So/mon, 
© king of Hieroœlma, ſent riddles to him, and 
© demanded back others from him, on a condi- 
tion that he that would not ſolve them, would 
pay a fine of money to him that did. That Hi- 
« romus, having agreed to the propoſals, was not 
< able to unfold the riddles, and therefore paid 
* a very large ſum of money. That afterwards 
© a Zjrian man appeared, named Abdemonns, 
© who nct only gave the true interpretation of 
© the propoſed riddles, but produced ſome others 
in his turn, which Solomon being unable to 
* unfold, he too repaid back to Hiromus a great 
* ſum of money.” Thus witnefles Dzzs about 
the things which were already ſaid. | 
But I will add the. teſtimony of Menander, 
the Fphe/ian, to this. This perſon tranſmitted 
to memory an account of all the actions, as 
they ſucceſſively fell out in time, of the ſeve- 
ral kings among the Crecians and Barbarians, 
collected from the records of every province 
or nation, being deſirous that this hiſtory ſhould 
want every thing but truth. Writing of thoſe 
who reign in Zyre, and then coming to king 
Hiromus, he has theſe words: After the 
© death of Alibabus, his ſon Hiromus received 
© the kingdom, who reigned thirty four yeats, 
© and lived fifty three. This prince filled up 
* withearth the place called Vaſtus, and fer up 
c a pillar of gold in the temple of Jupiter. He 
© went to the word of woods, and hewed COW 
© from the mountain called Labinus, cedar- 
© trees, for the rooſs of temples. He demo- 
* liſhed ancient temples, and erected ne- 
© ones, and conſecrated the temples of Hercu-- 
« tes and Aftarte, and was the firſt who built 
one to Hercules, and then to Afarte, in the 
month Perititus, when he was at war again 
0 


the yians, for refuſing to pay the tribute 
| | \ © jmpoles. 


_ © muſt neèds follow, that one hundred forty- 


© impoſed on them ; and having ſubdued them 
© the ſecond time to his arms, he return'd back. 
© In his time flouriſh'd the younger ſon of Ab- 
* demouns, who, being order'd by SJomon; 
© king of Hieroſolyma, to unfold the myſteri- 
© ous queſtions ſent him, always came oft with 
* honour.” Now the time from this king to 


the building of Carthage, is reckon'd in this 


manner: © After the death of Hiromus, Bale- 


© azar, his ſon, ſucceeded to the kingdom, 


«© who reigned ſeven years, and lived, in all, 
© forty-three. After the throne was poſſeſſed 
« by his ſon Abdaſtartus, who liv'd thirty-nine, 
« and reign'd nine years. But this prince was 
« treacherouſly ſlain by the four ſons of his 
c nurſe, the eldeſt whereof reign'd twelve 


© years. After whom, Aſtartus, the ſon of 
Delæaſtartus, reign'd, who liv'd fifty-tour, 


and held the government twelve years. Af- 


© ter him his brother Aſerymus was king, who- 


© liv*d fifty-four, and rul'd nine years. This 
© prince was ſlain by his brother Pheletes, who 
© having procur'd the kingdom, reign'd eight 
© months, and liv'd fifty years. He was lain 


© by Ithobalus, the prieſt of Afarte, who liv'd 


© threeſcore-and eight years, and reign'd thirty- 
two. His ſon Badezorus ſucceeded him, who 
© rejgn'd fix years, and lived forty-five, Mal- 
© rents, his ſon, was his ſucceſſor, who held 
© the reins of government nine years, and li- 
ved thirty-two. The ſucceſſor to him was 
© Py7gmalion, who held the crown forty-ſeven, 
© and liv'd fifty-fix years; and in the ſeventh 
© year of his reign his ſiſter Dido fled, and built 
© the city of -Carthage in Africa. Theretore 
the whole time, from the reign of Hiromus 
to the building of Carthage, amounts to one 
© hundred fifty-five years, and eight months. 
Since, then, the temple at Hieroſolyma was 
* built in the twelfth year of king Hiromus, it 


* three years, and eight months, elaps'd from 
© the building of the temple to the foundation 
© of Carthage ; and now, methinks, there is no 
further need to produce more teſtimonies of 
the Phenicians in favour of our nation: For 
the plain matter of fact ſtands clearly evin- 
*ced from what has been cited; and the arri- 
val of our progenitors in that country pre- 


* cedes, a long time, the building of the tem- 


ple. For after they had brought it under 
their juriſdiction, then they began the buil- 
ding of the temple; all which things I took 
plainly from the ſacred writings, and they are 
* mention*d in my books of Antiquities.” 

But I now will have recourſe to the teſti- 
monies of the Chaldeans concerning us, as 
they are to be found in their books of record, 
which generally agree in other articles with 
tnoſe of ours. Beroſus is my witneſs of theſe 
umngs, a Chaldæan by nation, and a perſon 
perfectly acquainted with learning and learned 
mer, becauſe he publiſh'd books of aſtronomy 
of the Chaldæan philoſophy, for the uſe of the 

eciang. This ſame Heroſus, a tracer of the 
remoteſt hiſtories, gives account of the deluge, 
and mankind that periſh'd in it, the very ſame 
way that Moyſes has done. He mentions, like- 


wiſe, the ark wherein Mah, the prince of our 
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nation, was ſav*d; which was borne to the top 


of the · Armenian mountains: After which, he 


proceeds on, and ſhews the deſcendants of Noah, 


and. aſſigns to every one the reſpective times 
they liv'd in, till coming to Nabopollaſſar, king 
of Balglin and Chaldæa, and, reciting the ac- 
tions of that prince, he ſpeaks thus: That hav- 
ing ſent his ſou Nabuchodonoſor into Egypt 
and our country, after he had receiv d intelli- 
gence of their revolt, he conquered all, and burnt 
the temple at Hieroſolyma, and, removing all 
the people of our nation from their habitations; 
carried them to Babylon; whence it fell out, 
that the city remained deſolate threeſcore and ten 


gears, till the des of Cyrus, king of the Per- 


ſians. He ſays, beſides, That the Babylonian 
Ring held Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, Arabia; 
and that he vaſtly excelled in famons exploits all 
the Chaldzan and Babylonian kings that had 


gone before him. And a little afterwards Bero- 
ſts, 1n his Antiquities, mentions theſe rhings 


again. I will produce his own words, which 
run in this manner: © As ſoon as his father Na- 


_ © bopollaſſar receiv'd news that the governor, 
whom he had conſtituted over E2ypt, Ca lo- 


* Syria, and Phenicia, had revolted from him, 
* he, by reaſon of his age, unfit to endure la- 
* bour, gave his ſon Nabuc hadonoſor, who was 
© hale and ſtrong, part of his army, and ſent 
him to give him battle. In conſequence 


© hereof, Nabuchadonoſor attack'd the deſerter 


© governor in a pitch'd battle, defeated him, 
* and reſtor'd the countries again to his father's 
© dominions. But about this time it fell out, 


that his father Nabopollaſſar, having contrac- 
* ted a diſtemper, paid his laſt debt to nature 
in Babylon, after he had reign'd twenty-nine 
* years. Nabuc hodonoſor, having not long after 
receiv'd news of his father's death, and put 
© the affairs of Egypt, and of the other coun- 
y-_ © tries, into a tolerable poſture, at the fame 
*.time recommending to the care of ſome of 
© his friends the captive Jews, Phenecians, H- 
© rians, and Eyyprian nations, to conduct em 
© along with his heavy-arm'd ſoldiers and bag- 
© gage to Babylon, he, with a few in his retinue, 


© took his rout through the deſart to Babylon. 
Having got into his hands all that the Chal- 
dæans had govern'd, and the kingdom which 


© one of their powerfulleſt men had kept for 


© him, he was inveſted in his father's domi- 
© nions, and he order'd colonies to be aſſign'd 
for the captives, when they came thither, in 
© the moſt convenient places of Babylonia. 
After he had enrich'd the temple of Be/zs 
* with the ſpoils of the war, and other gene- 
©rous preſents, and had repair'd the city of 


Babylon, which then was, adding a new one 


to it, to hinder thoſe; who ſhould afterwards 
come and lay ſiege to the ſame, from cutting 


© off the river, whereby their deſigns might be 


© eaſier put in execution, he built three walls 
© round the interior city, and three, likewiſe, 
© round the exterior, which were partly of 
© brick and bitumen, and partly of brick a- 
lone. And after he bad thus fortified the 
city, and adorn'd it with magnificent gates, 
© he built another palace near that of his fa- 
© ther's, which far out- ſtripp'd it, both in mag- 
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* nitude, height, and other workmanſhip. It 
may be thought, perhaps, needleſs, and even 
© tireſome, to give a deſcription of it. Let. 
* it ſuffice to ſay, that this work, vaſtly rich 
and magnificent, both with reſpect to its 
© preatneſs and coſtly furniture, was compleat- 
* cd. within the ſpace of fifteen days. In this 
© palace he erected high walks made of ſtones, 
© and form'd them with all manner of trees up- 
© on them, to give a perfe& reſemblance of 
mountains; beſides which, he made a para- 
* diſe, which was call'd the hanging-garden, to 
© pleaſe his wife, who had been brought up in 


Media, and extremely lov'd a mountainous 


* ſituation,” 
This is the account which Beroſus gives of 
the aboveſaid king; and, beſides, he has ſeve- 
ral paſſages in the third book of his Chalgaic 
hiſtory, wherein he reprehends the Creek hi- 
ſtorians for vainly ſuppoſing Semiramis the A 
ſyrian, to have built Babylon, and falſely wri- 
ting, that the ſurprizing buildings there were 
crected by her. Now the Cha/daic hiſtory in 
theſe particulars deſerves credir, chiefly be- 
cauſe the Phenician records are found to con- 
tain facts which ſquare with thoſe mention'd by. 
Beroſus concerning the Babylonian king, name- 
ly, that he ſubdu'd Syria and all EHαuicia. 
A nd conſonant to this writer is PHileſtratiis in 
his hiſtory, when, in a certain paſſage, he takes 
notice of the ſiege of Hyre. And Megaſthenes, 
in his fourth volume of his Iidian hiſtory, 
where he endeavours to prove that the above- 
ſaid Babylonian king was a meer Hercules, both 
in ſtrength and magnitude: For he tells us, 
that he brought a good part of Lybia and Ive- 
ria under his yoke. But the facts, namely, 
what we have faid already about the temple 
at Hiero/olyma, how it was burnt by the Bach- 
lonian army, and afterwards begun to be built, 
when Cyrus came to the government of Aſia, 
we ſhall clearly evince from thoſe paſlages 
which Bero/us mentions afterwards : For in his 
third book he ſpeaks thus: And Nabuc hodo- 
noſor, being taken ill after he had begun the a- 
© foreſaid wall, preſently died, after he had reign- 
© ed forty- three years. He was ſucceeded in his 
kingdom by his ſon Evilmaradouch. This 
prince, becauſe he ill abuſed the great place of 


authority he was in, was, juſt as he began to en- 


© ter upon the ſecond year of his reign, treache- 
© rouſly murthered by Nerigliſſoor, his ſiſter's 
husband. After his death the ſame Nerigiſſoor, 
© who had thus treacherouſly uſed him, ae upon 
© him the government, and reigned four years. 
His ſon, Laboro/oarchod, as yet an infant, en- 
© joyed the throne nine months; but giving too 
© plain ſigns of the depravity of his 1 
© and temper, his domeſticks villainouſly tor- 
* mented him to death. After his death, the 
* conſpirators having met together, conferred 
the kingdom with a general vote upon one Va- 
© bonnidus, a Babylonian, who himſelf had been 
© one of the plotters. During his reign the walls 
© of Bablon, which ſtood next the river, were 
* rebuilt of brick and bitumen, far more magni- 
ficently than before; but being in the ſeven- 
© teenth year of his reign, Cyrus marched out 
* of Perſia with a vaſt army, and, having rava- 
* ged the reſt of his dominions, invaded him in 
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Babylon. As ſoon as Nabonnid us came to hear 
© of his expedition, he marched out with an 
© army to meet him, gave him battle, but was 
© defeated, and, being forced to fly with a few 
about him, threw himſelf and followers into 
© the town of the Bor/ippeni, where he ſhut 
* himſelf up. Cyrus, having thus made him- 
* ſelf maſter of Babylon, gave orders for the ex- 
© terior fortifications to be diſmantled, becauſe 
© he found the city ready to Catch at any op- 
portunity to foment troubles, and to be ex- 
* tremely difficult to be won, marched thence 
© to Borſippus, with a deſign to lay ſiege to 
him. But Nabonnidus proving unable to ſu- 
* ſtaln the ſiege, voluntarily ſurrendered, and met 


with extraordinary humanity from the hands of 


* Cyrus ; who gave him Carmazia to reſide in, 
© but refuſed him Babylonia. After this, Na- 
* bonaidus remained the reſt of his days in that 
country, where he died. | 
This account is no other than what agrees 
with the truth found in our own writings. Ir is 
to be read therein, that Nabuchodono/or ſackꝰd 
our temple in the eighteenth year of his reign, - 
and that its deſtruction continued full fifty years, 
That in the ſecond year of the reign of king 
Cyrus its foundations began to be laid, and that 
again in the ſecond year of Darius every part 
of it was fimſh'd. But to theſe particulars I 
will add the Phæniciau accounts; for I take it 
there is no reaſon to omit citing a ſufficient, 
nay, an overplus number of proofs. The calcu- 
lation of time found recorded in them, is as 
follows: While Ithobalus reigned at Tyre, Na- 
buchodonoſor laid jzepe to his capital for the 
ſpace of thirteen years. After this prince, one 
Laal Held the kingdom ten yerrs, After him, 
Judges were appointed, and they governed, namely, 
Ecnibalus, he ſon of Baſtacus, two months; 
Chelbes, the /on of Abdzus, ter months; Ab- 
darus, the hig h prieſt, three months; Mylgonus 
and Geraſtratus, the /on of A bdelemus, judged 
Ax years ; after whom, Balolorus exerciſed regal 
authority over Tyre jor the ſpace of one year. 
As ſoon as he died, the Tyrians ſent ambaſſas 
aors to invite Merbalus out of Babylonia, who 
held the government four years ; after his death 
they gave the ſame invitation to his brother Hi- 
romus, who poſſeſs'd the throne twenty Years: 
In his days Cyrus was in great authority among 
the Perſians. Whence all the time of their re- 
ſpective reigns takes in fifty-four years, and 
three months; for Nabu hadonoſor began the 
ſiege of Tyre in the ſeventh year of his reign: 
And Cyrus came to the crown of Herſia in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of king Hiromus. 
Beſides all which, that the Chaldzans and H- 
rians relate of the temple, agree exactly will 
our writings ; wherefore our antiquity. is m 
manifeſtly prov'd from the paſſages cited above, 
and cannot be invalidated by any one. An 
take it that the premiſes already cited are ſul- 
ficiently able to remove the ſcruples of ſu 
perſons who are not too much prejudiced, 4 
delirous to wrangle. f " 
Thoſe perſons who cannot pin their faith ® 
Barbarian writers, but ſay that the Gre 
accounts are alone to be truſted, ought to 1 
tisſy their own curioſity, by ſeeking our # 
producing many vouchers out of thoſe —__ 
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| who had any knowl 


only the Jews. 


againſt 


edge of our nation, and to 
add thoſe who had taken any notice of us in 


their writings, juſt as fancy or whim ſuggeſted 


the thoughts to them. That Pythagoras the 
Samian, of remote ages paſt, the moſt of ex- 


cellent philoſophers accounted, and one of ex- 
traordinary wiſdom and piety to the Deity, 


knew not all our inſtitutions, but, in ſeveral 


articulars, copied after, and ſtrove to emulate * 
P 


them, is a fact beyond queſtion. And that this 
great perſonage left no writings behind him, is 
the general conſent of all; yet ſeveral have 
mention'd him in their works, and of theſe the 
celebrated Hermippus, a curious ſearcher into 
all hiſtory. In his firſt book he ſpeaks thus of 
Pythagoras That he (Pythagoras) upon one of 
his acquaintance, named Calliphon, being dead, 
who was a Crotoniate vp birth, ſaid, that his 
ſoul dwelt always with him; and that he com- 
manded not to paſs over the place where an aſs 
fell, to turn from muddy water, and to abſtain 
from all manner of ill expreſſions. And, at laſt, 
after theſe particulars, he ſub joins the follow- 
ing: Thus he atted and ſpoke, where he copied 
after the cuſtoms of the Jews and the Thracians. 
For it's very truly ſaid, that this perſon mix'd 
his philoſophy with a great many of the Fewijh 
inſtitutions. ſides, our nation formerly was 
not unknown throughout the cities, many where- 
ol had already left their own conſtitutions, and 
were come over to ſome of ours, ſeveral think- 
ivg them worthy of imitation. Which er- 
phraſtus diſcovers in his book of laws. For he 
ſays, That the Tyrian laws prohibit any one 
from exhibiting a foreignoath. Wherein, with 
ſome others, he recites the oath, call'd Can. 
Now this oath is to be found among none, but 
The figniftication of it is, as 
though one ſhould ſay, tranſlating the word 
from the Hebrew tongue, Gt of God. But 
neither was Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus unac- 
quainted with our nation, but in one place he 
ſeems evidently to point at us. Speaking of 
the Colchians, he has theſe words in his ſecond 
book: The Colchians, and Egyptians, and E- 
thiopians, are the only nations who ſirſt uſed 
crrcumeifion of the foreskin. The Phœnicians 
and Syrians,who inhabit Paleſtine,do themſelves 
acknowledge that they learned it from the Fgyp- 
tlans. The Syrians, about the river Thermodon 
aud Parthenius, and the Macrones their border- 
ers, ſay, they lately received the cuſtom from t he 
Colchians. Theſe are the only nations of man- 
lind that practiſe circumciſſon, and appears, they 
f ollow the Ægyptians in the method of perf: o- 
it. As for the 
I cannot pretend to ſay who learned the cuſtom 
fff. He aid, therefore, that the Syrians, 
who inhabited Paleftine,circumcis'd themſelves. 
ow the Fews are the only perſons, of all that 
dwelt in Paleſtine, who circumciſe, As he was 
acquainted with this article, ſo, accordingly, 
he thus delivers himſelf, Beſides, Cherilus, 
one of the poets of antiquity, takes notice of 
Ar nation, and alledges, That it aſſociated with 
3 king of the Perſians, uhen he undertook 
5 expedition againſt the Grecians. And hav- 
ug enumerated all the nations under his banner, 


Zgyprians and Æthiopians, philoſophers the Indians call Calans, but by 


APpION. 


he places ours the very laſt, thus expreſſing 
himſelf: 995 | . 


Behind their march an awful nation took, 
why» 5 their looks, the Tyrian tongue they 
| poke . . 
Dwelling were Solyma's high hills ariſe, 
Next where the lake of vaſt Aſphalt' tes lies. 


N 


their crown, 
And o'er them Skins of horſes heads were 
thrown, Tt 
Dry'd in the ſmoke, which hung depending 
R - 


It is plain then, as J imagine, to all perſons, 
that he has hinted at us in theſe lines, becauſe 
the mountains of S are in our country; 


wherein ye inhabit, and the lake which is cal- 


led A/phaltites. For thoſe that are in Yyia are 
the broadeſt and largeſt in the world. And 
this is the account ot Cherilus concerning us. 
And that they knew the Jews, and wonder'd 
at them whereſocver they ſaw them, may be 
calily evinc'd not only from the common Greeks, 
but from men of conſummate learning among 
them. Clearchus, who was Ariſtotle's ſcholar, 
and one of the belt of the Peripateticks, ſays, 
that Ariſtotle his maſter has theſe words of a 
certain 7% (for he brings in his præceptor 
ſpeaking in the following manner). The ac- 
count is thus: * But it would be tedious to in- 
ſiſt on very many particulars; for eve 
J 
to carry ſomething of admiration in it, and 
to beſpeak him a philoſopher: And 1 per- 
ceive it will be no unprofitable labour to 
touch a little about him. Bur ?ris ten to one 
but you, Hyperochides, if I was to acquaint 
you with an impartial account of the whole 
aftair, would think I was telling you mon- 
ſtrous fiction, or incredible dream. Here- 
upon, Hyperochides made an handſome reply, 
and ſaid, Why, that's the very thing that 
makes us all fo fond of hearing it. It it be 
fo, replied Ariſtotle, I will, in the firſt place, 
after the rules preſcrib'd by rhetoricians, 
diſcover the original of this man, that we 
may not be thought to be ignorant when 
circumſtances are laid before us. Do accor- 
ding to your own pleaſure, replied Hypero- 
chides. Then Ariſtotle began and ſaid, The 
perfon is a Few of Cele- Syria; the nation 
derives its original from the philoſophers a- 
mong the Indians; and, as they report, theſe 


the Syrians are term'd Fews, taking their 
denomination from the place they inhabit ; 
for the country they dwelt in is commonly 
call'd Judæa. The name of their city 1s 
exceeding rough, and difficult to be pro- 
nounc'd, being call'd Hieruiſalem. hen 
he came from the higher countries down to 
the places on the ſea- coaſt, and pe ſans en- 
tain'd him, who were a great number, he 
not only vs'd .. the Grecian language, but 
their modes to. When we: liv'd in Ala, 
he happen'd to come in the ſame place where 
. | 1 
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Shav*d were their heads, and ſquallid was 1 


thing about this man, or within him, ſeems 
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- © ye reſided, and convers'd ſome time with us, 
and ſome other philoſophers, to make trial of 
© their wiſdom, 
© among a great many learned men, he com- 
© municated to us abundantly mote than he re- 


therein; and firſt of all, I will lay 
time, he takes notice of the battle which Pro- 


And has he had lived freely 


© ceived back from us.” Theſe are the words 


of Ariſtotle out of Clearchas, who, beſides them, 


ſpeaks of the great and wonderful continency 
of N man in his victuals. But thoſe who 
are deſirous to know more about him, may ſa- 
tisfy their curioſities out of the ſame book. 


For my part, I am cautious nor to add more 


than is decent and requiſite. Thus Clearc hus, 


by way of digreſſion (for his deſign was quite 


another thing (ſpeaks of Hicatæus the Ab- 


derite, who was not only a philoſopher, but 
excellently formed for the adminiſtration of 


affairs, coequal with Alexander the king, and 


«who flouriſhed with him, and afterwards had 


the converſation of Ptolomy Lagus - This 


Hecatens (J ſay) did not give a curſory ac- 


count, but wrote an intire book concerning 
the Jews, from which my deſign is to quote 
the chief heads of what he has advanced 
open the 


lomy maintained againſt Demetrius near Gaza. 


No this happened eleven years after the death 
of Alexander, and in the one hundredth and 


ſeventeenth Olympiad, according to the account 


Caſtor gives us of it. For perfixing this O/ym- 


piad, ſays he, Under this, Ptolomy the ſon of 
Lagus, defeated Demetrius ce ſan of Antigonus, 
who was /irnamed Pelioretes, in a battle near 


Gaza. And that Alexander died in the one hun- 
dredth and fourteenth Olympiad, is the general 


conſent of all writers. Upon which account 
tis very plain, that in his time, and under A- 
Jexander, our nation flouriſhed. Beſides which, 


the aforeſaid Hecatus, ſays thus, That: Ptolo- 


my, after the battle at Gaza, made himſelf ma- 
ſter of the other places iu Syria; and that avaſt 
multitude of people, knowing his extraordinary 


 bumanity and clemency, went with him into E- 


gypt, with a reſolution to gain employments in 
the government there; one of whom, ſays he, was 
Ezechias the prie/t of the Jews, a perſon about 
fixty years of age, in great eſteem among his 
countrymen, of an extenſive underflanding, pro- 
digious elocation, and excellently verſed in affairs 
if any other man was, though, as he ſays, all 
the priefts of the Jews, who were receivers of the 
tenths, and held the adminiſiration in common, 
amounted toa thouſand and five hundred perſons. 
And making mention of the aforeſaid perſons 
again, thus praiſed; he thus ſays. This man 


© enjoying this honour, and having made himſelf 


© our familiar, after he had received ſome of 
* his own countrymen, laid before them all the 
difference, their way and method of living 
© which he explained out of a written book.” 
After which; Hecateus makes ample and plain 
mention of the behaviour we cntertain towards 
our laws, and that we had rather ſuſtain the 
worſt of hardſhips, than act repugnant to them, 
being perſuaded that in ſo doing, we act an 


honourable. and glorious thing. Wherefore 
(days he) though they are generally uſed to 
rom their 
< neighbours and foreigners, and meet with in- 


© ſcandalous and bitter treatment 
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* jurious uſage; frequently from the Per/ian 
* Kings and governors ; yet all this cannot 
make them alter their opinions, for the main- 
taining of which they ſubmit with the greateſt 
* bravery to the worſt of tcrments and pains, 
© nay, the cruelleſt deaths, and will nor be in- 
* duced to violate the inſtitutions of their coun- 
try.“ Beſides which, he produces no incon- 


La) 


ſiderable proofs of their inalterable minds and 


unchangeable reſolutions, with reſpe& to 


a ſtrict obſervation of their laws; for he tells 


us, That on a time when Alexander was at 
Babylon, and was minded to rebuild the temple 
of Belus, which had fallen down, having giv- 
en orders to all his army to raiſe the ground, 
that the Jews. were the only perſons who 
ſtood out, nay, and who were cruelly whipt 
and had heavy fines impoſed upon them; 
but that the king at laſt pardoned them, 
and ſeemed ſorry for what he had done; 
and that when they returned into their coun- 
try, they pulled down all the temples and 
alters that had been built; ſor ſome whereof 
the Satrape or governors laid heavy fines on 
*© them, and for others they obtained pardon,” 
And more than all this he adds, © that this pro- 
« ceeding of theirs, juſtly procured them to be 
* admired.* And again he takes notice, that 
our nation was exceedingly populous, * for the 
PHPerſians firſt of all carried away ſeveral 
* thouſands of our countrymen from their na- 
© tive habitations, and that after Alexander's 
death a conſiderable number removed into 
* Apgypt and Phenicia by reaſon of a rebellion 
* that broke out in Syria at that time.” And 
the ſame hiſtorian diſcovers the largeneſs and 
beauty of the country which we inhabit, for 
ſays he, they poſſeſs thirty hundred thouſand 
acres of the moſt fruitful and rich ſoil; for ju- 
dea is of this dimen/jon. Beſides, he mentions 
the city of Hreroſolyma, and its having been 
inhabited ſeveral ages paſt, the multitude of 
its inhabitants, and the building of the temple, 
all which he thus ſpeaks of. The Jews hare 
ſeveral caſtles and towns throughout i heir coun- 
try, but one fortified city, a matter fro ur- 
longs in circumference, and inhabited by an hiu- 
dred and twenty thouſand ſouls, which they call 
Hieroſolyma. In the very heart of the ity 
there is a ſtone wall, near five acres in length, 
and a hundred cubits in breadth,with two gates, 
where a four ſquare altar tands, whoſe re- 
ſpeFive des are twenty cubits, and the height 
twelve: But beſides this altar, there is a Jar! 
tabernacle, wherein are an altar and a candlt- 
flick both of gold, and weighing two talents, au 
beſides, the light continually is kept burning di 
and night, there is no repreſentation of any this 
there, no donation at all, no plant or grov 
nor any thing of that kind. The prieſts alfi. 
ouſly — and night herein employ themſelves & 
bout certain expiations, and are abſolutely d. 
ied the uſe of wine in the temple. But the 
ſame Author witneſſes further, that we fougl 
with Alexander, and afterwards with his 1 
ceſſors. I will take the liberty to ſubjo 
what he himſelf ſays he was an eye-wit 
of, the circumſtance being tranſacted by * 
Jew in the expedition; the manner he gu 
us the account in is thus. As I travelled 1 J 
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read ſea in company with ſome other Jewiſh 


* * . of 


F horſemen, who conduted me iu my journey, there 
C was one of the company, named Maſollomus, 
K a perſon extraordinary courage, and ad- 
t mirable ſtrength, and allow'd by the confeffion 
's of all, to be the beſt archer either among the 
8 W's or Barbarians. This perſon, upon all the 
X company's moving on forward in their journey, 
Fo and a ſouthſayer demanded them to halt, ase 
d them what made them ſtop © Hereupon the au- 
0 ger ſhowed him a bird, aud at the ſame time 
is WW 7elling bim, il ſo be the bird refed where they 
1 were, that every one then ought to ſtay in that 
le place ; but, provided he preſently took to his 
oy wings, then they were to proceed directly onwards 
4 : in their journey ; but if the bird turned back, 
BY they were to turn back alſo. The Jew made no 
pt manner of reply to what the augur had ſaid, but 
- immediately bending his bows fbot an arrow thro? 
OY the bird. The augur and ſome others took the 
_—y thing very ill, and curſed him for what he had 
1580 done ; upon which (ſaid he) How comes this in- 
ge” tatuation into your heads to tate an unlucky bird 
18 into your hands £ How could you think it poſſible 
8 that a bird, who could not guard over his own 
51 ſe, ſpould prognoſticate any good about this jour- 
* ney of ours © Had he had an inherent virtue to 
that bave foreknown what would come, he would ne- 
the ver have appeared, in this place, through fear 
word] that Moſollomus the Jew fbould have killed him 
> fiſt with an arrow. But enough of producing teſti- 
ah monies out of Hecateis ; for they who want to 
ine be further inform'd „ may eaſily have recourſe 
lion to the book itſelf. I ſhall not blame my ſelf 
"And in naming Agatharchides, who thro' a mock 
J and ſimplicity, as beſt ſeemed to him, makes men- 
t. for tion of our nation He ; ſpeaking of Stratoniz, 
"ſand ſays, That the came into Syria out of Mace- 
or Ju- * donia, having left her husband Demetrius; 
nia © but that Seleucus, contrary to expectations, 
been * reiuſed to marry her. Upon which, while he 
de of e was gathering together an army ar Babylon, 
-mple, © the was managing her affairs about Antioch. 
s hat © 'That Anticch, being taken at the king's re- 
coll . turn, we fled Into Selencia ; and when ſhe 
ty ur- c might have preſently embarked on board, and 
„ hut * got oft by water, ſhe followed a dream which 
ey call fore warned her to the contrary, was appre- 
he city * hended, and loſt her life.. Agatharchides 
Jength making this preface, and humourouſly expoſing 
0 gat the ſuperſtition of Stratonice, produces in the 
/e re- next place, as an example, what is reported of 
- height our nation ; and writes in this manner: They, 
a lan who are called Jews, have a very well fotti- 
cand.. fied city, which the natives call by the name 
5,00 : of Hiero/olyma, who generally reſt on the fe= 
„in 40 venth days, ſo that at ſuch times they neither 
n t bear arms, nor till the ground, nor have any 
r cr Ol. regard ſor any other employment, but abide in 
$ aid x their temple, where, with up- lifted hands, 
[elves . ey make prayers till the evening. When Pto- 
juten . %% the ſon of Lagus, enter d that city, the 
But tbe inhabitants, who ought to have defended the 
e fool. 5**<S where employ d in the ſame folly ; they 
h his uc, on onlyreceived a cruel maſter, but their ene 
o ſubjol e d them that the cuſtom theyſo muct 
wine © ſerved was fooliſh and detrimertal. The 
ed by hag of that expedition taught every one but 
he git em to throw away the obſervation of dreams, 
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worſhip, before their 


„ a | 
iT 
and reje&t the opinion they had conceived of 
their law, when human councils were two ſhort 
in intricate affairs. This account was thought 
ridiculous in the opinion of Agat harc hide s, tho 
others, who have examined the thing fairly and 
candidly, think otherwiſe, and eſteem it a noble 
Circumſtance, and what deſerves commendati- 
on; provided there are ſome who conſtantly ſet 
the obſervation of the laws, and God's holy 
lives or the defence of 
their country. $9610 11 S3EC 15 
I fancy that I can produce inconteſtable 
proots that ſome writers; not through ignorance 
of our nation, bur through a certain envy, or 
for other cauſes wholly unjuſt, have omitted 
taking any notice of us. Hieronymus, who 
wrote an hiſtory of Alexander's ſucceſſors, was 
cotemporary with Hecatæus, a friend of king 
Antigonus, and governor of Syria, Now He- . 


. cat zus wrote a book concerning our nation; 


Hieronymus, on the other hand, does not fo 


much as mention us in his hiſtory, though he 


was brought up almoſt in our countty. Here 
lies the difference between the inclinations of 
theſe two authors; the one was of opinion that, 
the Fews were a nation worthy of being tranſ- 
mitted down to poſterity with accuracy and 
truth; the other was guided by a ſenſeleſs pre- 
Judice which blinded his eyes from ſearching 
into the truth. However, let the hiſtories left 
us by the Syrians, Chaldeans and Phænicians, 
and ſo many Greek Authors, ſuffice to confirm 
this antiquity of ours ; 'to which number we 


may add 7 heophilns, and Theodotus, and M la- 


ſeas, and Ariftophanes, and Hermogenes, and 
Euhemerus, andConion, and Zopyrion, and very 
likely a great many others; all whoſe volumes 
I have not had the opportunity to peruſe, who 
have made any mention of our nation. And 
though the major part of thoſe authors, whom 
we have cited by name, have but faintly touch- 
ed upon our books, and wandered from the 
truth of facts as they were originally perform*d; 
yet all are unanimous as to our antiquity, 
which was the fole deſign I aimed to prove in 
this place. Of this number, indeed, are Deme- 
trius, Phalareus, and Philo the elder, and Eu- 
polemus, who have moſtly miſtaken the truth; 
though, where they have run into any miſtakes, 


*cis but reaſonable that we ſhould pardon both 


with this excuſe, that it was not in their power 
to take and follow accurately the ſcnſe con- 
tained in our books. 1 94 

But I have one particular ſtill left to place 
in a proper light, out of which I propoſed in the 
beginning of my diſcourſe, which is, to ſhew 


that all the calumnies and abuſive reflections 


which ſome have thought fit to load our nation 
with, are -downright falſe ; conformably to 
which I will endeavour to prove that the au- 
thors of them are witneſſes againſt themſelves. 
And becauſe this is a circumſtance that, for 
ſome enmity or other, happens to be the lor 
of ſeveral others, I ſuppoſe there's no need of 


inſtructing thoſe who have applied their minds 


more cloſely to the reading of hiſtory: For 


ſome have not ſcrupled to diſhonour the gran- 
deur of nations, and the high ſtate of the fineſt 
cities in the world, and even to ttaduce _— 

wy 
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ſome think 


'7 


lify the plan and form of their different govern- 
ments. Jn this diſhoneſt claſs of writers are 
7 heopomp#s, who aſperſed. the Athenian ſtare, 
Polycrates that of the Lacedæmonians, and he 
that wrote the Tyipoliticon (not Theopompus, as 
the city of the Thebans. But, 
excluſive of theſe writers, Tiĩmæus hath endea- 
voured to detract, in ſeveral paſſages of his 
hiſtory, from the aboveſaid and ſeveral other 


cities. And theſe are they who principally pur- 


ſue this baſe method when they have to deal 
with characters of the greateſt excellency; 
ſome fancying envy and malice, and others an 
empty talkativeneſs worthy of | tranſmitting 
down their names to poſterity. And, indeed, 
among the fooliſh and illiterate, they ſeldom 
are deceived in their hopes as to this point, but 
men of jntregity apd ſound judgment turn this 
malignant humour of theirs to their prejudice 
and icandal. 


Indeed, all the ungenteel words and reproa- 


ches which have been thrown upon our nation, 
were originally owing to the fgyprians, for 


the fake of pleaſing whom, ſome writers have 


earneſtly ſtrove to pervert the truth of real facts, 
by an ungenerous obſcuring the arrival of our 


en 1 AEpypt, as the caſe truly was, 


ur dealing after the fame baſe manner with 
their departing out of that country. I he Zgyp- 
tians, indeed, found ſeveral pretences ot hatred, 
which they ſtirred up againſt our nation in a ve- 
ry ſenſible manner. This enmity took riſe from 
the beginning, becauſe our people held a kind 
of government among themſelves in their coun- 
try; and afterwards, when they left the land, 
the ſame evil diſpoſition broke out, becauſe for- 
tune ſeem'd to favour them in all their under- 
rakings in their own country: But, at the laſt of 
all, the difference of the religions between them 
and us kindl'd up an unquenchable flame for 
their religion, which they took to maim the 
moſt ſacred truths, was as far different from that 


of ours, as the divine nature is ſuperior to that 


of the animal kind. For it is a ritual of their 
country, which is common to it, to imagine 
bruits of this kind to be gods, and every one 
worſhips different ones; vain and ſottiſh men! 
who have learned from the beginning to imbibe 
ignorant thoughts of the ſupreme being. They 


refuſed being taught to imitate the ſolemnity 


and gravity of our learning, with reſpect to our 
theology; but when they found abundance of 


perſons approve of our inſtitutions, then their 


hatred began to ſhew itſelf againſt us: For ſome 
among them did not ſcruple to let ſo much follj 
and cowardice gain the aſcendants over their 
minds, that they were not aſhamed to vent their 
innundo's, againſt their own ancient hiſtories ; 
nay, to be ſo far blinded with hatred and envy, 


as not to know that they had wrote in contra- 


dition to themſelves. 

This neceſſarily brings me again to a prin- 
cipal head of my diſcourſe, which a little way 
before I produc'd as a voucher for our antiqui- 


cy: This is Manet ho, who promis'd to give us 


a tranſlation of the ÆAgyptian hiſtory out of 
their ſacred records, he premiſes, That our 
« progenitors came into Agypt with ſeveral 
* thouſands, and overcame the inhabitants; 
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after which, he limſelf acknowledges, that 
* ſoon following they left the country, and 
ſeiz d upon what is now call'd Judæa, and 
© after Tring built Hieroſolyma erected the 
temple. Thus far he traces old hiſtory; but 
afterwards aſſuming a liberty to himſelf; in 
order that he may be thought to have written 
what was ſpoken and related of the Fews, he 
foiſts in a parcel of monſtrous and incredible 
ſtories, ſhewing his deſire to blend us with a 
multitude of leprons Egyptians (as he ſays) 
who were forced for that and other diſtempers 
to abandon their country. After this account, 
he adds Amenophis, which is a falſe name; and 
therefore, without having the preſumption to 
aſſign the true time of that king's reign, though 
he has fix'd the feveral dates to the others with 
accuracy and juſinefs, he joins ſeyeral fables to 
this. King's actions, without reminding himſelf 
that he had alledg'd that it was five hundred 
years before this wken the ſhepherds went to 
Hieroſolyma; for the king's name was Tethmo- 
/is, when the circumſtance happened. And 
now he "acquaints us, that, from the time of 
the kings that tucceeded afterwards, to the 
brothers nam'd Set hon and Hermens, the firſt of 
whom he calls Egyptus, and the latter Danaus, 
there elapſed three hundred and mnety-three 
years; beſides that, $:r/ on, after he had expel- 
led Hermeus, reigned ſifty- nine years, and his 
eldeſt fon Rampſes, after him, ſixty years. 
Thus we have his own confeſſion of our an- 


ceſtors going out of Zgypt ſo many years be- 


fore, after which, he puts Amenophis to the liſt : 
Which prince (he ſays) was deſirous to be a 
ſpectator. of the gods, as had been the caſe 
of Orus, one of their former kings, and that 
he acquainted the ſon of one Papirs with this 
deſire of his, who was nam' d alſo Amenophis 
and who, in reſpeck to his extraordinary 
* wiſdom, and great foreknowledge of things 
© to come, was look'd upon as one who par- 
took of a divine nature. In conſequence 
© hereof, he pretends to aſſert, that this cog» 
© nominal perſon told the king, that he might 
* ſee the gods if he would but be pleaſed to 
© ſcour all his dominions of lepers, and perſons 
© unclean. He tells us afterwards, that the 
© king being extremely rejoiced at the anfwet 
© he had received, all people, any way affected 
with diſtempers, gathered together from all 
« parts of Egypt, the multitude whereof a- 
© mounting to ſeveral. thouſands, he ſent them 
© into the quarriers to the eaſt of the river 
© Nile, there to perform the ſame labours as 
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thoſe Egyptians who were deſigned thither. 
He fays, there were ſome of the learned 
prieſts among them who were tainted with 
the leproſy; and that Amenophis, the wiſe 
and divine perſon, was afraid to draw upon 
him the . king and the anger of God, if any 
violence was offered them; and therefore 
told him, from a preſaging mind, that ſome 
were coming to the aſſiſtance of the polluted, 
and who would reign over Egypt thirteen 
years. That theſe were circumſtances be 
was afraid to acquaint the king with, but 

© that he left every thing in writing, and ſlew 
S himſelf, That this action put the king inte 
Fits GOT FLA | 2h extreme 
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©. extreme grief.” / Afterwards he ſpeaks thus: 
After they had been confined 2 ſufficient time 
c to hard labour in the quarries, petitions were 
© made to the king to allow them reſt, and a 


« place tor. their defence; whereupon, he aſ- 


ſigned the city named Acaris, which was quite 


deſtitute of inhabitants, and which had be- 


longed formerly to the ſhepherds. This city, 
according to the ancient theology, was called 
iphonis. Upon their making their entrance 
into this place, and finding it convenient to 
© execute their deſigns in, they choſe one Oſar- 
« phus, a prieſt of Heliopolis, for their general, 
« and ſwore to obey him in all things. But the 
« firſt act of this general was, to prefer a law 
which forbad them paying adoration to the 
« Azyptian gods, and enjoined them to abſtain. 
« wholly from any animals which the Egyprians 
© held facred ; but, on the contrary, command- 


ed them to ſlay and conſume every one of them, 


and not to communicate with any one that was 
not of their body. Having ratified theſe and 
* ſeveral-other things which chiefly were calcu- 
© lated to oppoſe the Egyptian cuſtoms and man- 
ners, he gave orders for ſeveral hands to go to 
. work and build the city walls, and bein a 
© readineſs to make war upon king Amenophis. 
Mean while, having ſummoned ſeveral prieſts, 
© and ſome of the lepers, he ſent ambaſſadors 
* to the ſhepherds, who had been deprived of 


their habitat ions by Tethmqſis, and forced to 


* withdraw to the aboveſaid city of Hieroſolyma; 
by this embaſly acquainting the ſhepherds with 
the ignominious and ungrateful uſage his coun- 
© trymen from time to time had received, he 
asked them to join with him in an expedition 
he had formed againſt Ægypt, and promis'd to 
* conduct them firit of all into Avaris, their 
* predeceflor's country, where he would afford 
them neceſſaries of all ſorts, and carry on the 
© war as ſoon as occaſion offered, for the coun- 
* try could be put under their dominion with a 
* wondertul deal, of eaſe. This remonſtrance 
* making them rejoice beyond meaſure, all, 
* with great alacrity, to the number of two hun- 
© dred thouſand men, marched out, and came 
to Avaris:1n a little time. As ſoon as Ameno- 
bis the Agyptian king came to receive the 
* news of their invaſion, he began to have no 
* little uneaſineſs on his ſpirits, eſpecially when 
ho recalled to mind the ptedictions of Ameno- 
a his, the ſon of Papios And having ſum- 
; moned the AZgyptian people together, and 
; entered into a conſultation with the principal 
; ot them, he ordered the ſacred animals, chief- 
; ly thoſe which had the greateſt veneration 
Faid them in the temples, to be brought be- 
; ore him, and then commanded each reſpec» 

te to hide and guard with the greateſt care 


_ * tie images of the gods, Laſtly, he took care 


to ſee his ſon Get hon, who was but five years 
- old, and who, was called Rameſſes, from the 
„ame of his father Rampſes, conveyed to a 
4 end of his. But he himſelf marched at the 
: ead of three hundred - thouſand courageous 
men, but declined the engagement on meet- 
ung the enemy, ſuppoſing he ſhould fight a- 
ganſt God; and therefore returned, and took 
« Memphis in his way; where, taking Apis, 
and the other ſacred animals which had been 
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„brought Him, he” croſſed over into Er Biopia 


© wich-all his ſhipping, and a vaſt multitude of 


© Eryptians.* The 10 5 Ethiopia lay unc 
Amenophis; upon account 


'of Ethiopia lay under 
e ſeveralobligations to 


© whereof, after he had received him, and ſet 


© before the vaſt multitude he had brought along 
with him all manner of neceſſaries which his 
© country afforded, he pave orders for having 
© cities and towns aſſigned him and his followers 
© for them to live in during the fatal thirteen 
© years of their baniſnment; and*alſo an army of 
8 ee. to guard the perſon of Amenophis, 
and protect his followers to the very frontiers 
© of Egypt. "Theſe are what were trahſacted in 
© AZthiopia ; mean while, the So/ymites, on their 
* deſcent with the leprous Egyptians, committed 
© ſo many outrages upon the men, that 1774 
© looked. upon the victory they had gained with 
© horror, who made any inſpection into their 
© impieties. For they not only laid the cities 
and towns in aſhes, nor were contented to 
c commit ſacrilege, and break the images of 
© the Gods, but they alſo eat the fleſh 'of the. 
* ſacred-animals, which had been ſet apart for 


divine purpoſes, and forced the prieſts and 


© prophets to kill them, and then drove them 
c. away naked. It is ſaid that the founder and 
© law-giver of this republic was a prieſt, by na- 
* tion an Heliopolitan, named Oſarſiph, from the 
© God Oris, which the city of Heliopolis wor- 
* ſhipped ; but that, on going over to this 
© people, he altered his name, and called him- 
© ſelf. Moyſes.“ 353 

This, and abundance more, is what the E- 
gyptians ſay of the Fews, which I omit for the 


ſake of brevity. Nevertheleſs, Manetho ex- | 


preſſes himſelf again thus: That Amenophis, 
© returned back again out of Æthicpia with a 
© powerful army, and that his ſon Rampſes al- 


© ſo came at the head of another large body 
© of forces: That they two eas the ſhep= 
e 


© herds and the lepers battle, defeated them, 
© and after a great ſlaughter purſued them as 
© far as the frontiers of Syria.” This and 
other things of the like nature are what Mane- 
tho writes. I will now ſhew that he trifles, and 
convict him of manifeſt lies; however, 1 ſhall 
make a diſtinction between what I am going, 


now to ſay, and what I ſhall produce after- 


wards againſt him. By his own confeſſion, and 
acknowledgment, then, he declares, that our 
original is no way to be deduced from the. A- 
gyptians,” but that ve came from ſome other 
country, and ſeized upon AZgrpt, from whence 
we departed again. But that the ſickly Egyp- 
tians never mix'd among us, and that Aue 


our leader was none of their deſcendant, but 


lived ſeveral ages before them, I will endea- 
vour to prove from his own words. ©» 
The firſt ſtory he tells is a very ridiculous 
one. King Amenophis, ſays he, wanted to 
Ces: the Gods. Which of them do you 
think > For he ſaw already the bullock, and 
oat, and crocodiles, and cynocephali. But 
ow could he ſuppoſe to ſee thoſe in heaven? 
And from what motive ſprung this ſtrange de- 
fire of bis? Becauſe, forſooth, a preceding king 


had ſeen them. From him, then, he had heard, 


what ſort of Gods they were, and how they. 
were to be ſeen; ſo that he had no occaſion 
1 or 
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756 Fravius Jos raus Bock I. 
for any ne w att to execute his deſire by. But ſtroyed cities, burnt temples, fle w horſe- 
perhaps it may be ſaid, that the prophet was a men, and committed all manner of inſults 
perſon of great underftanding, by whom the * and cruelties. That he, as he himſelf ſays, 
king believed he ſhonld do theſe things. We who firſt inſtituted their plan of govern- 
will grant it ſo ; but ſay, how Came he not to. ment, and made their laws, was by nation 
foreknow that the king's unaccountable deſire * an Heliopolitan, named Oſarpph, fo denomi- 
was a circumſtance impoſſible for him to ſatiſ= * nated from Oris, the God worſhipped at He- 
fy? For what. he longed for never happened. * liopolis; who having altered his name, called 
Again, what was the cauſe thar induged him * himſelf J4y/zs. And he tells us farther,that 
to think that the Gods avoided the fight of his King Amenophis, thirteen years from his firſt 
eyes becauſe of the lepers and diſtemper'd. exile (for uf ſo much time the fates had de- 
people? The Gods are angry at our crimes, * creed for his baniſbment), came out of Athi- 
not at our weak and ſickly bodies. Laſtly, W /, with a powerful army, engaged with the 
how it came about for him to aflemble toge- © ſhepherds and the lepers, overcame them in 
ther, almoſt in one day's time, eight thouſand © battle, made a great ſlaughter, and afterwards 
lepers and other diſtempered perſons > Or how © purſued the reſt to the frontiers of Syria,” 
came the king to give fo readily into the words The hiſtorian Manet ho was not aware that 
of the prophet ? It ſeems he commanded all the in this extract he gives us a moſt palpable falſ- 
weak in body to be driven out of Zpypt ;. the hood: Far let the lepers and other diſtemper'd 
king took care to have them thrown into the perſons who were with them, have ſhewn ne- 
ſtone quarries, as though he had wanted work- ver ſo much reſentment at firſt at the king, and 
men: His deſire was not to clear the country at thoſe who uſed them with ſuch cruelty, yer 
of them. He ſays, beſides, © 'That the pro- 1t cannot be doubted that when they came out 
© phet laid violent hands upon himſelf, becauſe ot the quarries,and received the city and coun- 
© he foreſaw the anger of God, and the miſ- try from him, they were of a more gentle diſ- 
© fortuncs that were going to beſal Zpypr, and poſition towards him. But granting they had 
© that he left the king his prediction in writing. ſtill Kept alive their old grudge, they might 
Pray how came the prophet not to foreknow have ſecretly conſpired againſt him, and nor 
from the beginning his own death > Why did he have proclaimed war againſt all the kingdom, 
7B not oppoſe the king who was ſo deſirous of ſee- When it may be fairly preſumed they had ſo 
ing the Gods? How came he to haye ſo juſt an many of kin to aſſiſt them. And ſuppoſing 
apprehenſion of evils which were not to fall they had determined to have maintained a war 
out in his time? Or what was he to ſuffer of againit the Agptian people, it was not for 
=_ more terrible conſequence, that he ſhould haſ- them to offer to fight agaiaſt their Gods, and 
1 ten to kill himſelt? But let us ſee now the foo- ſubmit to laws contrary to thoſe of their coun- 
| liſheſt thing of all the reſt. After he had heard try, under which they had been educated, and 
theſe things, and even had fears of the conſe- to which they had always been accuſtomed, 
quences, it ſeems he did not ſcour the country Upon the main, we ought then to ſpeak our 
ol the weak and ſick, as he ought to have done, obligations to MHanetho tor ſay ing chat the au- 
in compliance to the prediction of the prophet; thors of this antiquity were not they who lele 
bur, on their petitioning him, according to his Hieroſo/lyma, but the Agyptians themſclves, 
© 0x0n Words, he gave them a city; which the and principally their prieſts, who both projet 
© ſhepherds had inhabited long before, which ed the ſcheme, and forced the people to the 
© was called Avaris ; where, being met toge- oath they took. How is this agreeable to rea- 
* * ther, they choſe a general out of the prieſts ſon? None of their friends and familiars revol- 
b | © that formerly belong'd to Heliopolis: That ted from the common wealth, neither did they 
: « this elected perſon introduced ſome laws a- involve themſelves in the dangers and hazards 
© mong them, which were, not to worſhip the of a war; but they ſent the polluted to Hiero- 
« Aygyptian Gods, neither refrain from thoſe a= //yma, to get aſſiſtance from thence. Pray tell 
© nimals which were ſet apart for divine wor- us what tie of friendſhip or acquaintance was 
* ſhip, but kill and confume all; and none were there ſubſiſting between them? For they were 
3 to marry any but with thoſe of their own bo- enemies, and a great difference was in their 
1 © dy : Which ſeveral laws they took on eath to manners. But, according to his words, they 
1 « keep inviolate. And that, after he had forti= came into their propoſals without any heſita- 
1 * fied Avaris, he maintained a war againſt the tion; namely, being induced by the promiſes 
1 king. After which te adds That he ſent to which had been made them, that they ſhould 
* Hieroſo/yma, requeſting the inhabitants of that feize on Egypt, as though they, who had been 
© city to enter into an alliance with him; and forcibly driven out of the country, were ex- 
1 « promiſing to give them Avaris, the ſeat of tremely ignorant of it: And ten to one if they 
1 * their anceſtors, provided they would leave had been poor and needy, but they had been 
. | * © Hieroſolyma.” And that on making an inva- expoſed to ſome unforeſeen dangers. When 
© ſion, all Agypt would be reduced to their they inhabited an happy city, and enjoyed a 
| * arms with abundance of eaſe. Afterwards country of ſufficient extent, and better thin 
BF « ſubjoining, That they arrived there with two Egypt, how came. it about at laſt that rheir old 
x | hundred thouſand armed men, but that king enemies, and thoſe of polluted bodies, WBI 
| * Amencphis, ſuppoſing he was not to fight a= none of their people could endure, flould in- 
3M | © gainſt God, immediately withdrew by flight duce them to expoſe themſclyes to danger, in 
3 i into eypt, put Apis and the reſt of the ſa- order to give them aſſiſtance. Neither had 
i 
| 


= 


* 


* TT, 


1 * cred animals into the hands of the prieſts, they any fore-knowledge of the future fight of, 
$ * with orders to keep them. Aud then, That the king. For in one place he ſays, That 1 
the Hiercſolymites, after their arrival, de- ſon of Amenophis marches to Peluſium with 7 

| | 4 "1 


has ſuffered any mixture with them, 


> * 


army of three hundred thouſand men; a circum- 


ſtance which every one who came thither was 
very well acquainted with. But how could he 
make any. conjectures of the-king'salter*d mind, 


and his flight? After this, he ſays; That the 
army of Hieroſolymites, have ſeiged upon the 
magazines of corn, committed ſeveral ontrages. 
He charges them with this, as tho” they had 


not been enemies, or as though theſe circum- 


ſtances were to be laid ro the charge of ſome 
other army called from elſewhere ; ſeeing they 
had done the very ſame things before their ar- 
rival, and they who were born Egyptians had 
ſworn to do fo 
That Amenophis, ſome time afterwards, gave the 
enemy battle, and defeated them, and then pur- 
ſued thoſe that fled, to the very borders of Syria. 
So eaſy was Egypt to be won by all who inva- 
ded it on any ſide; and fo remiſs thoſe who 


held the country by conqueſt, that, though 


they knew Amenopis was alive, they neither 
guaded the paſſages from AÆAthopia, when they 
might have conveniently done it; neither had 
any thoughts of enliſting other forces. But, 


he ſays, 2 hat laying them to the very borders of 


Syria, he purſued them thro' ſandy and thirſty 
places, when it was hardly poſſible for an arm 
to paſs thro* thoſe places without hazarding 
a battle. N OE 
Thus, according to Manet ho, our nation nei- 
ther takes its original from the Egyptians, nor 
*T1s not 
to be doubted but that many of the lepors, and 
other diſtemper'd perſons, loſt their lives in 
the ſtone quarries, eſpecially thoſe who conti- 
nued a long time there, and were hardly treat- 
cd : That many, too, died in the engagements 
which they were obliged to maintain after- 
wards, and that ſeveral more 1n their laſt 


flight. 5 
It reſls now that I ſpeak of Moyſes. The 
Eryptians look'd upon this perſon as one won- 
dertul and divine; yet they are pleaſed to 
throw a ſurprizing piece of ſcandal upon his 
character, and ſay that he is an Heliopolitan 
one of the prieſts of that place, and who, on 


account of his leproſy, was driven away with 


others. Now their own hiſtories diſcover, that 
he flouriſhed three ſcore and eight years before 


this time, and that he conducted our anceſtors 


out of Egypt into the country which we poſſeſs 
now. But that his body happened to have no 
ſuch impurity upon it, is very evident, from 


the words he himſelf ſpeaks. He forbade a a 


man that had a leproſy upon him, neither to 
dyell in city or town, bur enjoin them to walk 
by themſelves, and with garments rent; and 


that he who happened to touch ſuch a perſon, 
or reſided under the ſame roof with him, was, 


in his opinion, reckoned equally impure. And 
further, that if the diſtemper was healed, and 
the body came to enjoy its former purity, he 
commanded even them to purification, to be 
made by bathing in ſpring water, and by ſha- 
Jung oft all the hair; and not, even then, to 
ve admitted into the ſacred city, till ſeveral 
acritices of different kinds were offered: Tho? 


* Was but reaſonable that he who fell into this 
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diſtemper, ſhould have us'd a tender care and 
humanity towards thoſe who labour'd under 
the ſame diſtemper. Theſe were the laws he 
made about lepers, which were not the only 
ones, but he prohibited thoſe from exerciſing 
the ſacred function who were defective, or im- 
pure, in any part of their body; and yet, if it 
ſo happened that any one actually in the ſacred 
function fell into this diſtemper, he command- 
ed him to be deprived of the honour. How, 
then, 1s 1t reaſonable to think that he himſelf 
would promulgatelaws againſt theſe very things 


to his own defamation and diſcredit ? Beſides, 
But he proceeds, and ſays; 


the altering 'his name is. another circumſtance 
that carries vaſt incredibility along with it. 
He ſays, He was called Aſarſiph; but, indeed, 
this little agrees with the mutation of the 
name. Now the appellation (Moyſes) ſignifies 
one who hath ſaved from the water; for the E- 


gyptians call water Mey Upon which, I take 


it, I have ſufficiently proved that Manet ho, ſo 
far as he follows the old writings, comes pretty 
near the truth; but where he lays aſide the juſt 
author, and hath recourſe to fables, he ſpeaks 
either things vaſtly improbable, or aſſents to 
thoſe authors who have forg' d lies upon our 
nation. | 
Next to Manetho I will make ſome enquiry 
into what Cheremon ſays, This perſon pro- 
feſſing to write an Egyptian hiſtory, and ad- 
ding, juſt as Manet ho has done, the ſame name 
Amenophis of the king and his ſon Rameſſes, 
ſays, © That Is appeared to Amenophis in a 
dream, complaining of him that his temple 
© had been deſtroyed by the war. That Phri- 
© tiphas, the ſacred ſcribe, told him, he ſhould 
never more be troubled with nocturnal ter- 
rors, provided he drove out of Egypt the 
lepers and diſtempered men. That, in con- 
ſequence of this news, he collected two hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand diſtempered perſons 
and baniſhed them his dominions. That the 
generals of this multitude were Moy/es and 
Foſeph, which latter was ſcribe of the holy 
things. "That they had Egyptian names, 
Moy/es being called Tit hes, and Foſeph by 
the name of Peteſeph. That theſe two came 
to Peluſium, and there found three hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand perſons left there by 
Amenophis, whom he had refuſed to carry o- 
ver with him into Egypt. That an alliance 
being made with this vaſt additional number, 
they made an expedition into AÆAthiopia, but 
that Amenophis finding himſelf in no condi- 
tion to withſtand their united forces, fled in- 
to Egypt, leaving his wife behind him, who 
was big with child. That ſhe, concealing 
her ſelf in a certain cave, brought forth a 
© boy, whoſe name was Meſſene, who, coming 
© to man's eſtate, drove the Fews into Syria, 
© who were two hundred thouſand in number, 
© brought back his father Awenophis out of E- 
© thiopia.” n 
This is the account Chæremon gives us of thi 
matter. Now I ſuppoſe, from what has been 
ſaid, that both theſe hiſtorians had inclinations 


_ alike to publiſh lies; for if there were any 
footſteps of truth to be traced, it is next to an 


9 F impoſſibility 
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impoſſibiliry the difference ſhould be ſo great 
between them. But they who have a mind to 
publiſh fal ſhoods, do not confine themſelves ro 
write what other authors agree in, but feign 
things juſt as their own humours lead them. 
Cheremon, indeed, ſays, that the king's deſire 
of ſecing the Gods, was the cauſe of baniſhing 
the impure perſons; but the dream about /s 
is a meer fiction of this hiſtorian's own inven- 
tion; beſides which, he takes notice of Ame- 
nop his, who pre-adviſed the king of making the 


luſtration. He calls him Phritiphas. They 


do much differ with regard to the number of 


the multitude, the one ſaying they were four- 


ſcore thouſand,-the other two hundred and fifty 
thouſand. But Manet ho tells us they were at 
firſt condemned to the quarries, afterwards 
brought thence, and Avaris given them to in- 
habit. That all Ægypt, next, was involved in 
a terrible war; and that, laſt of all, the aux- 
iliaries were drawn from Hiero/olyma. Repug- 
nant to this account, Cheremon ſays, that lea- 
ving Eyypr, they found about Helilſam three 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand men, which 


 Amenopis had left behind him, and that they 


invaded Egypi again with an additionab num- 
ber; but that Amenophis, in the interim, thought 
fit to retire into Ethiopia. But what is the 
pleaſanteſt tale of all, this hiſtorian ſays not a 
ſyllable of, who, and whence ſo many thouſands 


were; neither mentions he whether they were 
| Egyptians, or foreigners of ſome other country. 


Neither has he aſſigned one reaſon why the king 
refus'd to carry them with him into Epypr, 
though he is partieular in ſetting down the 
account of Moy/es, as if Joſeph had been expel- 
led with him at the ſame time, though there are 


no leſs than four ages between the death of the 


latter, and the time of the former, which take 
in full one hundred and ſeventy years. Again, 


Rameſſes, the ſon of Amenophis, is, according 


to Manetho's account, made to join with his 
father in the management of the war, when but 
a child, to ſuffer baniſhment together with him, 


and to fly with him into Ethiopia. The lattet 


writer, on the other hand, ſays, that, after his 
father's death, he was born in a cave; that af- 
terwards he fought a battle againſt the Fews, 
conquered, and drove them, who were to the 
number of two hundred thouſand, into Syria. 
Oh the proneneſs of man to vent falſhood ! he 
never told us before who the three hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand were, nor how the one 
hundred and fourſcote thouſand came to periſh; 
whether they loſt their lives in the field of bat- 
tle, or fled over to Rameſſes; bur what's the 
moſt to be admired at is, that we cannot learn 


from him, whom they are he calls 7eus, or to 


which of them he gives this appellation ; whe- 
thet to the two hundred and fifty thouſand le- 
pers, of to the three hundred and fourſcore 
thouſand who were about Peluſam. But pro- 
bably it may be eſteemed folly to offer to con- 
fute them in more particulars, who are diffe- 
rent from themſelves. If others had controlled 
them, they had been more to be borne with, 
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neither ro harbour within their breaſts an 


Book I. 

I will juſt add Ly/machus to them, who ig 
remarkable, equally with others, in produ- 
cing falſhoods ; nay, excels, in the greatneſs 
of his fictions their incredible ftories : From 
wence it will appear, that his envy to us was 
the ſole cauſe of his feigning ſuch monſtrous 
ſtuff. He ſays, © Thar, when Bocchoris reigned 
© over Egypt, the people of the Jews, who were 
infected with the leproſy, ſcabbedneſs, and o- 
ther diſtempers, fled to the temples, and beg- 
ged their bread, That abundance of people 
being taken with theſe diſtempers, a barren- 
neſs and dearth ſucceeded thereupon in K- 
Opt. That Bocchoris, the Egyprian king, 
ſent to conſult the oracle of Ammon about the 
dearth ; and was anſwered by the God, thar 
he was to cleanſe the temples from impure 
and impious men, by driving them out ot the 
temples into diſolate places, but that he muſt 
drown the leprous and ſcabby, the ſun be- 
ing offended that they continued to live; 
that the temples were to be expiated, and 
then the ground would produce fruit again. 
4 hat Bocchoris, having received this oracle, 
ſummoned together the prieſts, ordered ſa- 
crifices to be brought, and then commanded 
to aſſemble together the impure perſons, and 
ſurrender them into the hands of his ſoldiers, 
who were to conduct them into the deſert; 
that the lepers had weights of lead tyed to 
them, and ſo were thrown into the ſea. 'Fhar 
the lepers, and thoſe labouring with the ſcur- 
vey, being thus drowned, the reſt were col- 
lected together, and expoſed in the deſert, 
there to finiſh their lives. That they had a 
conſultation about themſelves, but, the 
night approaching, they made fires, and ſet 
up lights, and kept ſtrièt guard: And that 
the next night they faſted, in order to make 
the Gods look down upon them with. a more 
favourable eye. That the next day, one 
Moyſes adviſed them to travel boldly on in 
© one way, until they came to a cultivated 
country: That he then commanded them to 
© ſhew no mercy or quarter to any man living, 
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C $000 thoughts, but the very worſt : Jo pull 
© down the temples and the altars of the Gods 
© that would happen to fall in their way. 
© That a great many of them approving of theſe 
« inſtrudtions, and reſolving tq follow them, 
© they purſued their journey through the de- 
« ſert; and, after a ſeries of ſeyeral difficulties, 
« atrived at laſt in places that were cultivated: 
That afterwards uſing the inhabitants ill, 
e rifling and burning their temples, they came 
© into the place which is now called F494, : 
c where, having built themſelves a city, they 
© took up their habitation in it: That they 
© called this city Hiero/yla, from their o 
© diſpoſition ; but that, afterwards, augmen- 
© ting in their number and forces, they chang- 
© 6d- the name to wipe off their diſgrace, cal 
© led the city Hieroſolyma, and themſelves 
© Hieroſolymites,” | | Thi 


This writer found not the ſame Kings whom 
he mentions, as the others did, but hath ferg d 
a name of much later ſtanding ; he omits the 
dream and the Egyptian prophet, and goes to 
Ammon for ag anſwer about the ſcabby and le- 
pers. He tells us, the multitude of the Jews 
were aſſembled together at the temples ; but 
has left the name of the leprous undecided, 
and whether or no the Fews were the :onl 
perſons that were involv'd in the diſtemper 
He ſays, the people of the Jews ; which? 


Stranger, or native? How comes he thus to 


call them Faws, when they: were Egyptian? 


If they were ſtrangers, why do not you ac- 
quaint us from whence they came? How comes 
ſo large a multitude to be ſtill remaining, when 
the king had drowned ſo many of them in the 
ſea, and baniſhed the reſt into the deſart? Or 


how croſſed we the defart, and* came to get 


that country into our hands which we now poſ- 
ſeſs 2 Beſides, how built they their city, and 
erected their temple, ſo famous over the world? 
This hiftorian certainly would not only have 
given us the name of their legiſlator, but have 
acquainted us with his family, who he was, 
and from whom deſcended, and what was the 
reaſon inducing him to promulgate ſuch laws 
about the Gods, and thoſe things which are 
pre judicial to mankind. If they had been Zgyp- 
aus by nation, they would not have renoun- 
ced ſo ſoon the inſtitutions of their country, 
and had they been from any place elſewhere, 


— 


againſt Ap ION. 759 


they certainly. had ſome laws among them 


wherein they had been inſtituted by a long ac- 
quaintance with them. And ſuppoſing they had 
taken the oath, as pretended, which was, never 
to give any Mercy or quarter to thoſe' who had 
baniſh'd them, yet the action had reaſon enough 
on its ſide; and to alledge that they undertook 
a moſt cruel war againſt mankind, when (ac- 
cording to the writer's own words) they were 
in a miſerable condition, and deſtitute of all 
things, is ſo far from involving them in a fooliſh 
attempt, that it rerorts the ſtupidneſs of the 
thing upon him who feignꝰd the account. Who 


had the aſſurance to ſay that the name of the . 


city which was given it ſrom the rifling of tem- 
ples, was changed in ſucceeding times. Poſte- 
rity, indeed, thought ſuch a name ſcandalous, 
and which deſerv'd to be hated ; but they who 
were the founders of the city were of opinion, 
that the appellation was ornamental and grand. 


This good perſon, moved on by too immode- 


rate a deſire of ſpilling his venomous ſpeeches, 
did not allow himſelf time ſufficient to acquaint 
himſelt that the rifling of temples is not expreſs'd, 
by one and the ſame word alike by Grecians 
and Fews, Why ſhould then a man go on to 
ſay any thing further againſt a falſhood ſo im- 
pudently and ſhameleſly rold ? Bur becauſe my 
book 1s carried already to a ſufficient length, I 
will make another beginning, and diligently an- 
nex the reſt of thoſe heads which any way be- 
long to what I have defigned. i” 
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Mꝗ the foregoing book, my deareſt 
friend Fpaphroditus, J have 
fhewn the antiquity of our na- 
tion, by confirming the truth 
thereof from the writings of the 

Phunicians; Chaldæaus, and 
Egyptians, and by producing ſeveral other 
Creek hiftorians as witnefles of what I have 
advanced; in the courſe whereof, I take it, 
I have ſufficiently laid open and refuted -the 


invectives and. aſperſions of Manetho, Chas 
remon, and ſome others. My deſign is now 


to attack the reſt ot authors, who, in their wri- 
tings, have mentioned any thing againſt us, in 
order to weaken and invalidate their accounts : 
Though I am ſcarce enough confirmed in my 
own opinion, whether I ſhould beſtow any time 
or pains in refuting the grammarian Apion. For 
the paſſages wherein he has mentioned us, are, 
ſome of them, much of the ſame ſtamp with 
what others have ſaid of us; thoſe, indeed, of 


his own inſerting and adding, are very -poor 


and cold conceits, and in ſeveral particulars be- 
tray a childiſh ſeurrility, and, to fpeak my 
mind juſtly and freely, diſcover great want of 
learning; as though they had been compoſed 
by a perſon of ill morals, and by one who all 
his lite-time had been a turbulent man. As it 
ſeems that abundance of perſons, through a 


fooliſh motive, are rather taken with ſuch kind 


of diſcourſe, than with ſuch as has been com- 
mitted to writing with a world of care and di> 
ligence, and are more pleas'd with invectives 
and abuſes, and more uneaſy at hearing com- 
mendations given of others. J conſidered that 
1 was under a neceſſity not to paſs by this au- 


thor without examining him, who has accuſed 


us in ſo open and flagrant a manner, as though 
bis intenſions had been to have brought us be- 


begins to throw his ſcurrility and abuſive lan- 
guage upon another, is refuted in his own fol- 


our anceſtors out of Agypt. Sometimes he falls 


equally traduces. 


formed from old Egyptians, was a native 0 


fore the judgment-ſeat, And I diſcover that 
a great many men have a natural propenſity to 
be wonderfully pleaſed, when the perſon, who 


lies. Such a man's difcourfe certainly creates 
us no ſmall trouble in reading it, and abun- 
dance of labour is found to underſtand what 
his ſentiments are, or what he means. Some- 
times, ſeemingly in a vaſt-diſorder, 'and con- 
founded with the lies he had been telling, he 
falls now and then into hints which come pret- 
ty near thoſe which have happened under our 
examination above concerning the removal of 


to throwing accuſations againſt the Jets livin 
at Alexandria; and at other times mixes himſel 
amongſt the ſacred things of our temple, and 
amongſt our rites and ceremonies which he 


That our forefathers were no deſcendants of 
the Agyptians; that they were driven out of 
their country for no bodily defect or other 
pretences of that nature, I think I have not on- 
pi very extenſively, but even above meaſure, 

ewn in my foregoing book: What Apion has 
thought fit to add to the accounts above-men- 
tioned I will curforily run over. The follow- 
ing are what he himſelf ſays in his third book 
of his Egyptian hiſtory. Moyſes, as I am in- 


Heliopolis, who, trained up in the cuſtoms and 
inſtitutions of his country, made tkoſe ſupplica- 
tions which had been offived in the open air, 10 
be preferred in ſuch. encloſures as were in tht 
city. Beſides which, he ordered all the city, du- 
ring prayers-time, to face the riſing ſun. For He- 
liopolis, is exatly ſituated in that manner. 1 
Placed pillars inthe room of gnomons ; - 

ISAS, 


| 
bs 


Jisks, under which he put baſons, whereupon the 

adow deſcended from their tops upon them © 
And, by this means, be followed the ſame courſe 
as the ſun. This is the elegant and fine lan- 
guage of this Feng. Indeed, the mon- 
ſtrous falſity of this paſſage want no words to 
refute it, the works of Mayſes being ample wit- 
neſſes againſt it. Neither when Mayſes firſt of 


all erected the tabernacle to God, did he either 


put any ſuch form to it, or gave any com- 
mands to poſterity to do: Neither did Sↄlomon, 
who built the temple in after-ages, ſhew him- 
ſelf ſo curious in that affair, as Apion has for- 
med to his thoughts. He ſays, 


native of Heliopolis. He himſelf, for example, 
was young, and believed the ftories 6f thoſe 
who knew, and were daily. acquainted with 


bim. But he himſelf, though a grammarian, is 
at a mighty loſs to know for certain where to 


fix the birth-place of Homer the poet, and la- 
bours under the ſame difficulty with reſpect to 
Pythagoras, who, in compariſon, was born but 


yeſterday :- But Moy/es, who liv'd ſo many ages 


paſt, is a perſon- he can eaſily account for, on 
the credit of what he has heard his elders ſay. 


Which makes it remarkably evident, that he 


has groſly miſtaken himſelf in this particular. 
What regards chronology, or the account of 


time, when he ſays Moes brought out the le- 


prous, the blind, and the lame, in my opinion 
this excellent and moſt accurate grammarian 
hath nearly kept time with his predeceſſors au- 
thors : For Manet ho, indeed, ſays, that the 
eus went out of Egypt while Tethmo/;s was 
on the throne, a matter of three hundred ninety 
and three years before Danaus was in baniſh- 
ment at Argos But Lyimculius places this oc- 
currence in the time of king Bocchoris, which 
makes it ſeventeen hundred years. Molon, and 
ſome other authors, juſt as their fancies have 
led them. But Apion, who deſerves more cre- 
dit than the reſt, hath placed their migration in 
the firſt year of the ſeventh olympiad, in which 
year, according to his words, the Pani built 
Carthage. He tack'd this mention of Carthage 
to the account, through a ſuppoſition that it 
would make ſtrongly for the credit of the re- 
lation: But never let it once enter into his 
thoughts that the very voucher he had produ- 


ced made againſt him. If, with reſpect to this 


colony, we are toꝰgive credit to the Phænician 
records, it will eaſily be proved from thence, 
that king Hiromus was more ancient than the 
building of Carthage by one hundred and fifty 
years, which I have endeavour'd to evince in 
the foregoing from the Phenician monuments 


or writings ; and ſtrove to ſhew, that the ſame. 


Hirom was a friend of Solomon when he built 
the temple at Hieroſolyma, and contributed a 
great deal towards compleating that work. 
Now Solomon built the temple ſix hundred and 
twelve years from the . migration of the Fews 
out of Agypt. Beſides, he agrees with Ly/m- 
culias in the number of the leprous (for he 
ſays they were a hundred and ten thouſand), 
ut gives a wonderful reaſon, and what may 
depended on, why the ſeventh day was cal- 
led the 3 After they had journeyed ſix 


day the ſabbath,preſerving the 
For pain in the groin is called Sabatoſin by the 


hat he was 
acquainted from old men, that Moyſes was a 


* 


days, they were affefied with ulcers in their 
oins,which made them reſt on the ſeventh day, 
eing then arrived in ſafety in that country 
which is now called Judza, and they ſtiled that 
ptian word; 


Egyptians. Say, now, Ought not ſuch trifling 
ſtuft in writing, as this, to be laugh'd out of 
doors; or, on the other hand, ought we not to 
ſhew our hatred' to ſuch aſſurance and impu- 
dence in writing? For it appears, from the face 
of this aſſertion, that the whole hundred and 


ten thouſand laboured with this pain of the 


groin. But if there were blind and lame, and 
all kinds of other diſtempers among them, ſuch 
as Apion repreſents them, twas hardly poſſible 
they could make one day's journey. On the 
other hand, if they were able to march through 
the deſart, and, beſides, every man fight and 
defeat thoſe that oppoſed them in their rout, 
tis ſcarce poſſible to think that all, after the 
ſixth day, ſhould be ſeized with pains in their 
groins. Neither does ſuch a diſorder, or any 
thing like it, naturally fall upon ſuch as are a 
journeying: For armies which contain ſeveral 
thouſands, generally take their marches by fix- 
ed and appointed ſtages. Neither does it ap- 
pear any way probable that ſuch a diſtemper 
could fall ſo general on a ſudden; for, to al- 
ledge this, would be one of the moſt ridicu- 
lous and abſurd aſſertions in the world. Bur 
this wonder-working Apion hath told us, juſt 
before, © That they arrived in Judea in ſix 
days, and that Moyſes having aſcended the 
mountain the ſecond time, which ſtands be- 
* tween Agypt and Arabia, and which is call'd 
Hinæus, remain'd there forty days, and af- 
* terwards came down and gave the laws to 
the Jews.“ Though, by the way, it was 
by no means poſſible to remain thoſe forty days 
in a deſart place wholly deſtitute of water, 
nor to croſs over the ſpace of ground that lay 
between in fix days. The grammatical tran- 
flation about the name of the ſabbath, carries 
a very bold face along with it, or argues great 
want of judgment; for the words Sabbo and 
Sabbath have a wide difterence between them : 
Becauſe Sabbath, in the dialect of the Fews, 
means a ceflation or ceaſing from all' manner of 
labour. Whereas Sabbo, according to his 


words, means no more with the Agyptians than 


a pain in the groin, 1 
- Theſe are ſome of the Egyptian Apion's 
concelts, which, beyond other writers, he has 


invented above Moyſes, and the migration of 
the Fews out of Egypt. 


And whereas the mi- 
racle, if he will offer to tell ſuch a ſtory of our 


forefathers, as to aſſert that they originally 
came from the'Epgyprians, For his part, he 


greatly believs himſelf; for having been born in 
Oafis of Egypt, and being the principal of all 


the Egyptians (if J may be allowed to uſe the 
expreſſion), be has foreſworn his true country 
and original. By belying himſelf to be an A- 


lexandrian, he proves the depravity of his race. 
Juſtly, then, he calls them Egyptians on whom 
he throws his invectives and abuſive words. 
Had he not been of opinion, that the Egyp- 
tjaus were the worſt race of people upon the 
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face of the earth, he would never have gone to 


deny his original. Since thoſe who ſtand up 


for the honour of their country think it an ho- 


nour to be named from it, but blame thoſe. 
who claim it more than they deſerve, Where- 
fore the Afigyptians are affected to us two ways; 
either they would appear to be a- kin to us, or 
elſe make us equal ſharers with them in their 
infamy. But the famous pion ſeems to level 
his aſperſions at us, as though he deſign'd them 
a gratuity to the Alexangrians for the favour of 
their city: And being ſenſible that between 
them and the Ferys dwelling in that city, there 


Vas a ſtrict agreement and friendſhip, he . hath 


made jt his buſineſs to traduce them, and vilify. 
all the reſt; in all which he hath vented his 
moſt im pudent lies. aft tg OY 117 
Let us then take a view and ſee what the 

heavy and intolerable accuſations are which are 
charged upon the Jews who inhabit Alexan- 
aria. Marching out of Syria, ſays: he, they 
© fix'd their habitations near an impetuous ſea, 
© near where the waves daſh vehemently againſt 
© the beach.“ Wheretore, if the place be 
diſhonoured by this account, it cannot certainly 
reach their country; but Alexandria, which he 
ſays is his country, is involved in the ignominy. 
Now the maritime. coaſt is part of this place, 
and, as every one conſeſs, the pleaſanteſt place 
in che world to inhabit in. Beſides; it the 
Jews made themſelves maſters of it by com- 
pulſive means, and ſo ſecured themſelves in the 

oſſeſſion, as never to have been driven out; 
it argues, in the ſtrongeſt manner, their extra- 
ordinary courage and magnanimity. But it 
ſeems, that Alexander gave them the place to in- 
habit, in conſequence of which grant, they en- 
joy'd equal privileges with the Macedonians. 
[ chiicor ſay what Apion would pronounce, had 
they dwelt about Necropolis, and not lived a- 
bout the metropolis, and their tribes at this 
time of day had not been called Macedoui aus. 


Had he had the fortune to have peruſed the 


letters of Alexander the Great, of Ptolomy La- 


| $1, and fallen into the writings of his ſucceſ- 


ors kings of Egypt; had he ſeen the pillar 
ſtanding at Alexandria, and read the privileges 
inſcribed thereon, which. the great Cſar gran 
ted them; had he, I ſay, been well acquainted 
with theſe ſeveral particulars, and then preſu- 
med to have advanced, in his writings, things 
contrary to them, in ſuch caſe, he would have 
acted the part of a very diſhoneſt man; but 
been accounted a very unlearned perſon had he 
known nothing at all of them. The circum- 


ſtancè which he pretends to make ſuch a wonder 


of, why they, who were Jeus, could come 
to be called Alexandriaus, is anat her proof of 
his wonted ignorance. This is eaſily accounted 
for: For all 9 105 tranſplanted inta one colon 

or other, though they might have never ſo 
much difference in regard to one another, as to 


their original, they received their names from 
their founders. But enough of this affair. 


Thoſe of our countrymen that dwelt at An- 
tioch were named Ant ioc henes, and. deriv'd the 
right they had to the city from its founder Se- 
kicus., In like manner, they. who. live in E- 
pheſus, and, in the other parts of Iania, enjoy 
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Book II. 
the ſame appellation as the citizens who had. 
their births in them. This privilege being al- 
low'd them by the ſucceſſors of the kingdom. 
The clemency of the Romans was ſuch, that 
they gave liberty almoſt for all to name them- 
ſelves after them, not confining this privilege 
to men alone, but taking into their favour na- 


tions of the greateſt extent and moment, For 


example, the antient Hiſpani or Spaniards, the 
Tyrrhenians and Sabines, were diſtinguiſhed by 
the appellation of Romans. Now if Apion pre- 
tends to take away this method of communion, 
let him never more call himſelf an Alexandrian, 


'He was born, as I have juſt now obſerved, in 


the inland country of Egypt ; how can he then 
make himſelf an Mexandrian, if he takes away 
the right of the city, which he preaches from 
us? The Romans, who are lords of the world, 
refuſed the Egyptians (who are the only peo- 
ple in the caſe) from being free denizens of 
any city whatever. Let Apion is fo generous, 
that, when he has a mind to make that his own 
by right which he is forbid to obtain, he will 
not ſcruple to throw his aſperſions on thoſe 
who have gained the privileges they enjoy after 
the moſt juſtihable methods in the world. A. 
lexander did not tranſplant a party of our na- 
tion to the city, becauſe it wanted inhabitants. 
But this kindneſs of his was ſolely owing to 
the probity and fidelity he found ſo conſpicu- 
oufly ſhining in all of us. He honour'd our 
nation, as Hecatæus alſo ſpeaks of us, for the 
« probity and fidelity the Fews ſhewed him; 
to recompence which, he was pleaſed to aſ- 
 (ign them the country of Samaritis, to be 
* held by them exempted from the payment 
© of all manner of tribute.“ And Prolemy, the 
ſon. of Lagus, after Alexander, had the fame 
opinion of the Fews who dwelt at Alexandria. 
He committed the Egyptian camp to them, un- 
der a ſuppoſition they would be ſteddy and 
faithful in preſerving it: Nor was this all, for, 
willing that his dominions in Cyrene, and in 
the other cities of Lybia, might be kept in 
peace, he ſent thither a body of Fews. purely 
to inhabit. After him, Prolomy, ſirnamed Plu- 
ladelphus, not only. ſer at. liberty all our coun- 
trymen who were held priſoners within his do- 
minions, ., bur. alſo gave them ſums of money 
ſeveral times, and (what was the greateſt! thing 
of all) had a vaſt deſire of being inſtructed in 
our laws, and of learning the books of the Ho- 
ly ſcriptures : To which glorious end, he ſent 
to ask our principals: the favour to depute fit 
perſons to come and interpret the law to him: 
And with a deſign that the ſacred volume? 
might be beautifully tranſcribed, he appointed 
not any ſort of perſons; to look after this al- 
fair. But Demetrius Phalareus, Andreas, and 
Arifteas, the former being the greateſt ſcholat 
of his age, the latter the king's body - guntds 
were ſet over to manage it: And had Ptalom 
thought meanly of us, and not rather have 
conſider d us in a ſurprizing light, he woul ne- 


But Agion was almoſt à ſttanger how tin 


the ſucceſſive kings of Mac edon wert our 155 
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intimate friends and allies. For Ptolomy the 
third, ſirnamed Energetus, having taken all H 


ria by force of arms, did not ſaerifice to the 


gods of Egypt in order to retutu thanks for 
his victory; but, coming to Hieraſolyma, he 
offered up abundance of victims to God, accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of our country, and dedica-· 


ted ſeveral preſents worthy of; the conqueſt he 


had gained. Ptolomy Philometdr, and his wife 


_ Cleopatra, committed all their dominions to the 


Jews, and appointed Onins and Doſit hr us, who 


were both Fews; generals of their whole army: 


Nevertheleſs, Apion will not ſuffer their names 
to ber at peace, hen he eught to admire rather 
their actions, and not rproach their memories, 
and is bound to acknowledge bis thanks to em 
for ſaving: Mexandria, of which city he has 
ſuch a mind to be thought and eſteemed a de- 
nizen. When the two queens, Cleopatra's; 
maintained a war, and expos'd themſelves to 
extreme difficulties, nay, to the imminent ha- 
zard of their lives; theſe generals were the 
cauſe of reſtoring peace, and making all diſ- 
cords and civil diſſentions ceaſe. But after- 
wards, fays he, Onias brought his ſmall army 
to the city, while Thermus the Roman general 
was there. A circumſtance which I ſhould ſay 
is judiciouſly and handſomely ptaced in the or- 


der it ſtands. Prolomy, firnam"d Phyxon, after 


the death of his brother Prolomy Philomeror, 


march'd out of rene, with a teſolution to 


drive Cleopatræ and the king's ſons out of the 


' kingdom, in order to ſeize on it unjuſtly for 


himſelf; yet Onias undertook a. war, againſt 
him in behalf of Cleopatra, and never once, in 
the utmoſt diſtreſs of fortune, let chat faith- 
fulneſs leave him, which he had always ſhewn 
the kings. God was a plain witneſs of his up- 
right and diſintereſted heart in the following 
particular: For Ptolomy Phixon,” aſſuming cou- 
rage to fight the army of Onias, and havin 

the fortune of the day, and of raking all the 
Fews which were in the city; together with 
their wives and children, he put them, naked, 
with their hands ty'd behind them, under his 
elephants, to the end they might be trod to 
death; nay, intoxicated the beaſts, to be more 
ſure in his deſign. But his project met with a 
contrary event: The elephants, inſtead of 
trampling on the Fews who were oppoſed to 
them, forcibly ruſſ d on the king's friends, and 
trod many of them to death. This was a gau- 
ling fight to Prolomy, who obſerved himſelf 
abſolutely forbid from in juring thoſe men. A 
concubine of his, one whom he loved far above 
the reſt, by ſome called Hbaca, by others Fi- 
rene, on begging him not to aſſent to ſo much 
impiety, he yielded to her requeſt, and ſeem'd 
extremely ſorry for what he had done, or ſhould 
do. Whence the Fews inhabiting Alexandria 
ae known to celebrate this day; beeauſs'God 
gave them a manifeſt delivetance in ir. But A. 


Lion, who! is the baſeſt reviler in che world, 


ath the impudence to acouſe the Fews for this 
very war which they maintained againſt! PH 
eon, when they rather demand his commenda- 
uons, Nay, Apion makes mention of the laſt 
Cleopatra, queen of the Aiexanurlans, purely 
to cavil at us, becauſe ſhe fhewed her ingrati- 


eint Neo 1863 
tude to our nation; without ever ſo much as 
ſpeaking a word againſt. het, who had all the 


injuſtice and wicked arts lodged! in her heart, 
that the depravity of nature could ſuggeſt, 


both againſt the relations of her family, and her 


husbands, who loved her to diſtraction, both 


in common againſt all the Romans, and the en- 


perors her bene factors, who, too, ſlew. her ſiſ- 
ter Arſinoe in a temple, without any proof of 
injuſtice or other criminal allegation produced 
againſt her. She killed her own brother by 


treachery, plundered her paternal Gods, and 


the ſepulchres of her progenitors : Nay, having 
received her kingdom from the liberal gift of 
the firſt Cz/ar, ſne had the preſumption to re- 
bel againſt his ſon and ſucceſſor: And having 
ruined Aut hony with love- philtres, and a train 
of abominable amours, ſhe made him both an 
enemy to his country, and a traitor to his 
friends about him; depriving ſome of their 
royal dignities, and madly compelling others to 
accept governments. But what need of more 
words to illuſtrate this point? She left him 
at the naval battle at Aclium, I mean him 
who was her husband, and the father of ſeveral 


children whom he had by her, and forc'd him 


to ſurrender his government and army, and fol- 
low: her. Bur A/exandria, at the laſt, was ta- 
ken by Cæſar, yet ſhe was brought to this 
damnable reſolve, as to think herſelf in ſome 
tolerable degree of hope for the better, provi- 
ded ſhe could but kill the Jews with her own 
hand, becauſe the had always been a cruel and 
mortal enemy to all of them. Do not you 
think we have abundant reaſon to think well of 
ourſelves, when, in a time of famine, according 


to Apion's own words, wheat was not ſold by 


the meaſure ? But ſhe was puniſhed as her vil- 
lanies and crimes deſerv'd. We, on the other 
hand, call the great Cz/ar to bear witneſs tor 
us what aſſiſtance and aid we gave him againſt 


the Egyptians; nay, we beg this of the Roman 


ſenate and its records, and of Cæſar Auguſtusꝰs 


letters, which have ſeverally approved our de- 


farts. Apion was at liberty, and therefore 
ſhould have inſpected theſe letters; he ought 
to have examined the ſeveral vouchers _1n our 
favour obtained, and done under Alexander, and 
all the Ptolemies, what the ſenate decreed for 
us, and what were granted for our benefit by 
the great Roman emperors. If Germanicus 
was debarr'd from meaſuring. out corn to all 


thoſe living then at Alexandria, this is a con- 


ſequence or proof that there was a want of 
corn; for it cannot be made an accuſation of 
the Feu. And tis plainly evident, what the 
ſentiments were of all the emperots, with re- 


gard to the Fews who inhabited Alexandria ; 


or the meaſuring out ot the corn was a cir- 
cumſtance not only againſt the Feu, bur the 
other Alexumlrians. But they have conſtantly 
been in poſſeſſiom of that chieteſ truſt beſtow'd 
on them by the kings, I mean the cuſtody ot 
the river; ant che entire management, being eſ- 
teemꝰ d proper perſons. to be entruſted in theſe 
{Harcers. 4 1) | 


But this gentleman proceedeth thus: How 


romos it, ſays he; if they are citizens, that they 


do not worſhip thſt Gods which the Alexandrianis 


do? 
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do? To which I anſwer, How comes it, like- 


wiſe, that you, who are Egyptians, ſo vehe- 


mently and hotly contend one with another 
about religion? We muſt, on this account, ſay 
either that you are not all of you Egyptians, 
or that you are not men of one common inte- 
reſt ; becauſe you take abundance of care and 
diligence to bring up a ſet of beaſts quite dif- 
ferent to our nature, and which you pay ado- 
ration to: Whereas our nation appears always 


to be one and the ſame. It there are ſuch dif- 


ferences of opinions in you who are Egyptians, 
what need is there to make ſuch wonder at 
thoſe people who came to Alexandria from o- 


ther parts, if they perſevere in a ſtrict confor- 


mity to the laws which have been eſtabliſhed 
from the beginning? But this ſweet Apion will 
be always finding ſome cauſe or other of ſe- 
dition to lay to our charge, who, if he juſtly 
accuſes the Fews who. dwell at Alexandria in 
this reſpect, why is he not able to do it againſt: 
all the Fews, becauſe we are known to be una- 
nimous among ourſelves? But a man will meet 


with no difficulty in perceiving, that, like A- 


pion, the citizens of Alexandria are the authors 
of ſedition. While they were Greeks, and the 
Macedonians enjoy'd this city, there was no ſe- 
dition ſet on foot againſt us, but we ſolemniz'd 


our ancient worſhip in peace and tranquillity; 


but as ſoon as a multitude of Egyptians in- 
ereaſed among us, the confuſion of time began, 
and theſe deſtructive pretences were not want- 
ing to diſturb the common quiet. Neverthe- 
leſs, our people preſerved themſelves oflence- 
leſs, and clear from error. Therefore the ori- 
ginal of this diſturbance! is to be charg'd to 


their account, who poſſeſſed neither the con- 


ſtancy of the Macedonians, nor the prudence of 
the @rceks, but every one were hurried away 
with a purſuit of the wicked arts of the Egyp- 
tians, and every one revived their ancient grud- 
ges againſt us. But it happens out well, that 
what they have the preſumption to act againſt 
us, falls to their own prejudice. A great many 
of them, when they found they were not able 
to obtain according to their deſires the right 
of the city, called thoſe foreigners, who were 

enerally known to have juſtly got this privilege. 
For the Egyptians have no pretence to ſay that 
they owe the privilege of the city to the bounty 


of any of the preceding kings, nor to any of 


the emperors now. But we can alledge on 
our ſide that Alexander introduced us into this 
right, that his ſucceſſors kings have augmented 
it, and that the Romans have thought fit to be 
always our guardians. But Apion would ſeem 
to derogate ſomething from us, becauſe we ſet 
up no ſtatues in honour of the emperors, as if 


they were unacquainted with this, or ſtood in 


need of Apion's defence; when he ought rather 
to admire the great ſoul, and extraordinary 
modeſty of the Romans, for not compelling 
the ſubjects to go beyond their native laws: 
But only admit of ſuch honours as is conſiſtent 
with the piety, and as it is thought lawful with 
thoſe who offer them. The Romans account 
thoſe honours meer trifles, or of no ſignifica- 
tion, which are the reſult of violence or neceſ- 


_ liry, Which, therefore, makes the Greeks and 


fon of 449Jon : Theſe gentlemen accuſe; us, be- 


. Titus, made war upon us, and poſſeſs'd then- 


ſome others believe there is an inherent good 
in ſetting up ſtatues. In a word, they make it 
a pleaſing thing to them to have their fathers, 
wives, and children's pictures drawn, while 
ſome, again, take the pourtraits of thoſe who 
nothing belong to them; nay, ſome are ſo fond 
in this reſpect, that, becauſe they love their 
ſervants, they muſt have their pictures. What 
wonder is it, then, if they ſeem to afford this 
honour to princes and great men? But our le- 
giſlator, not as though he had propheſied that 
the Roman power was not to be honoured, but 
looking upon it as a reaſon which neither did 
God or mankind any benefit, forbad ſtatues or 
images, whether of the living, or: of: the inani- 
mate Gods, to be made, as is proved in the 
ſequel. That good men might, next to God, 
have honours paid them, was far from being 


any prohibition of his; for, in this reſpect, we 


are very profuſe on the Roman emperors, and 
the people of Nome; for when we offer up 
continual ſacrifices, and not only perform theſe 
every day at the joint and common expence of 
all the Feu, but alſo when we have no other 
ſacrifices to offer up for our ſons, we allow this 
principal honour to the emperors, which we 
give to mankind beſides. Upon the Whole, 
this may ſerve 4s a ſatisfactory anſwer to the 
aer produced by Apion againſt Alexan- 
FT ene eee ih 70: B58 : 90; 
But II am ſurpriz'd at thoſe who firſt afforded 
him an handle to the pretences he has made 
uſe of; I mean Pofidonius and Apollontus, the 


cauſe: we do not pay adoration to the Gods 
which others do. Notwithſtanding all their 
lies, and the inconſiſtent blaſphemies they vent 
about our temple, they are ſo hardened and a- 
bandoned, that they imagine they commit no 
impiety in what they either ſay or do. Where- 
as tis a very ſcandalous thing for perſons, who 
ſtile themſelves free, to lie on any pretence ot 
account whatever, much more to forge untrutus 
ſo glaring about a temple ſo much celebrated 
amongſt mankind, and famous for the holy 
worſhip perform*d in it. Apion, indeed, ha 
not ſcrupled to pronounce about this holyſpuild- 
ing, That the Jews ſet up an aſs's. head in it, 
and worſhipped it, and thought it worthy of ſuch 
great veneration; affirming, at the ſame tint, 
that it was thus diſcovered when Antiochus 
Epiphanes rifled the temple, and found this/ame 
bead of maſſy gold, and worth a great deal. 
To this my anſwer is, firſt, that, ſuppoſing, 
there really had been ſuch a thing, the Ag 
tian, nevertheleſs, ought not to tax us vith 
it, ſince an aſs is not a baſer creature than 
goat, or ſome others which are accounted Gods 
with them. But how came it that he did not 
underſtand he was telling the moſt palpable le 
in the world 2 For *tis well known that ve 
make uſe of the ſame laws to which we hat 
perpetually adhered. When our city felt tbe 
weight of adverſe fortune, as might have bee 
the caſe of others; I mean when Theos, Pom. 
pey the Great, Licinius Craſſus, and, laſt of al, 


ſelves of our temple, they found no ſuch this 
there, bur the pureſt piety ; concerning Wit 
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tion. Nor even did Antiochus, who made an 
unjuſt plunder of the temple, being led thereto 
through want of money, at a time when he 
was no enemy, and who attack'd us then in al- 
liance with him and his friends, find any thing 
there that was ridiculous. Several worthy 
writers agree with me in this article; theſe are 
Polybius the Megalopolite, Strabo the Cappado- 
cian, Nicholas of 1 0 Timages, Caſtor 
the chronologer, and Apollodorus; who all ſay, 
that Antiochus, through want of money, broke 
through the alliance ſtipulated with the Fews, 
and rifled their temple, which was full of gold 
and ſilver. Therefore Apion ſhould have look- 
ed back, had he not had rather himſelf the 
heart of an aſs, and the impudence of a dog, 
which his cofintrymen are uſed to worſhip. But 
his lies are too bare-tac'd to need detecting. 
Now we allow to aſſes neither honour or au- 
thority, as the Zgyptians do to their croco- 
diles and aſps, ſince they imagine thoſe happy, 
and worthy of the enjoyment of God, who are 


Cn the other hand, aſſes are put to ſuch uſes 
among us, as other wiſe men generally do, 


and cat of forbidden corn, or do not fully per- 
form their end, we do not ſcruple to give them 
juſt correction, becauſe they are found to be 
very ſerviceable about labour and husbandry. 
But Apion muſt be either one of the moſt ig- 
norant ſellows in the world at telling a lie, or, 
having made a beginning, could not go through 
with it; ſince no blaſphemy can appear againſt 
us. | 
There's another fable which he has ſtarted, 
I mean about the Creeks, to the derogating 
from us: To which I will only anſwer, That 
they who preſume to talk of religion and pi- 


- ety, ought not to be ignorant that there is leſs 
kk indecency in paſſing through a temple, than for 
6 priefts to forge wicked lies. Theſe men have 
y ſhewn ſufficiently that their inclinations were 
th more how they might ſtudy to defend their ſa- 
1 crilegious king, than write a juſt and authen- 
77 tick account of us and our temple : For being 
, 54 deſirous to flatter their king, and ſcreen his 
wy perhidy and ſacrilege, which, through a want 
hos of money, he uſed about our nation, they uſ- 
ame perſed us, and told a thouſand falſhoods. But 
1 this is not all : ples is a prophet in other mat- 
ters; he fays, That Antiochus feund a bed in 


the temple, and a man lying in it, with a table 
ſet before him, having diſhes of all ſorts of fowl 
which either the land or ſea could afford, tand 
pon it; and that the man, at the ſig ht of An- 
nochus, ſeemed in great confuſon. That pre- 
ſent he recollected himſelf, and worſhipped the 
coming in of the king, whom, he ſeemed to think 
4s come to lend him ſome extraordinary aſſiſt- 
ce; Preſently after, throwing himſelf at his 

ect, and begging with extended arms liberty to 
ſoeak, the king bade him not be afraid, but ac- 
quaint him who He was, why he dwelt there, 
* the reaſon of the diſhes of proviſion before 
por Whereupon, fetching a deep ſig b, and with 
t 0d of tears he thus began to open his condi- 
on. bo told the king, that he was a Grecian, 


- againſt Apron 


I think it needleſs to make any further men- 


bit by the aſps, and devour'd by the crocodiles. 


namely, to carry burthens; yet, if they come 
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who, whilſt he was a travelling over the country 
purely to obtain the charity of good=diſpoſed per- 
ſons, was apprehended immediately by men wha 
were ſtrangers to him, brought to that temple, 
confined within it, and all ſorts of meats ſet be- 
fore him. That at ff theſe proviſions and un- 
hoped-for favours made him rejoice. Afterwards 
he had ſuſpicions about it, aud, at laſt, could 
not but wonder at the, meaning ; but,to clear his 
uncaſineſs, he aged 774 thoſe that cams and 
ſerved what was intended. Whereupon, it ſeems, 
he was told about an ineffable law of the Jews, 
for the completion 7 which, he was there kept, 
and ſo. maintained. That they ſeized upon a 
Grecian foreigner, and pampered him ſo for a 
year, then carried him to a wood, and there ſlew 
him, then ſacrificed him, according to the prac- 
tice of their religion, and eat of | his entrails, 
then took an cath, as they were ſacrificing him, 
to be at enmity with the Greeks; after which, 
they threw the remaining part ,of the body into a 
certain ditch. Afterwards, Apion alledges, that 
he told the king, that he had but a feu days al- 
lowed him to live, and therefore begged him, if 
he had any veneratiou for the Grecian Gods, and 
a deſire to defeat this treachery of the Jews, to 
deliver him from the ills that ſurrounded him. 
This ſtory carries not only along with it a very 
tragical deſcription, but abounds with the moſt 
bare-fac'd impudence; nevertheleſs, it does 
not clear Antiochus from the imputation of ſa- 
crilege, as they imagin'd, who wrote this to do 
him a compliment. Antioc hus had no ſuch in- 
ducement for coming to the temple, but he 
found the matter ſo without, having any previ- 
ous notions or hopes about it. And that he 
was a prince of baſe principles and inclinations, 
and carried on his deſign without the aſſiſtance 
of God, let theſe men be never ſo abounding 
in their lies, is eaſy to prove from the matter 
of fact it ſelf, For *tis well known, that our 
laws do not only differ from thoſe of the Gre- 
cians, but vaſtly from thoſe of the [Egyptians 
and a great many other nations. Bat ſay, what 
people of any nation may not happen one time 
or other to travel through our country? That 
the Greeks ſhould be the only people againſt 
whom we ſhould renew our conſpiracy by effu- 
ſion of blood, is a ſtrange aſſertion; but, as 
Apion ſays, how is it poſſible for all the Fews 
to aſſemble together at their ſacrifices, or that 
their entrails thould be ſufficient for ſo many 
thouſands to eat of them? Why did he not tell 
us who. the man, thus appehended, was (for 
he has omitted writing down his name) or how 
came it that the king did not carry him back 
into his country with extraordinary pomp ? 
Had he done this, as he very well might, tis 
poſſible he might have acquir'd the character 
of having had religion at heart, and been & re- 
markable lover of the Grecians, and have pro- 
cured the aſſiſtance of all in oppoſition to the 
Jews, who had ſufficient reaſon to hate him. 
But enough of this ſubje& ; it better becomes 
us to refute perſons incenſed againſt us, not 
with words, but works. All, therefore, know, 
who have ſeen the conſtruction of our temple, 
what it is, and the undefiled purity of it. It 


has four portico's, or apartments, within its 
9H circuit; 
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circuit; each whereof is protected by perfons 
according to our laws: All foreigners and ſtran- 
gers have liberty to enter the exterior part; 
only women, having their menſes, are prohi- 
bited ſrom paſſing their. The ſecond portico 
admitted all eus to enter with their wives, ſo 
they were entirely pure and immaculate. The 
third apartment received only the male Jews 
who were purified. And the fourth was the 
proper manſion of the prieſts, dreſs'd in the ſa- 
cerdotal veſtments. The adyr, or holy of ho- 
lies, admitted none but the chief prieſts, and 
they in their proper veſtments. And ſo regu- 
lar, and fo great is the care of piety fixed 
here, that the prieſts, at certain hours, are ap- 
pointed to enter. In the morning, when the 
temple was open, to offer ſacrifice, and at noon 
when it was ſhur. In ſhort, there was no veſ- 
ſel ſuffered to be carried into the temple, but 
the only things that were in the inſide, were 
an altar, table, cenſer, and candleſtick, which 
were all according to the law. Nothing, be- 
ſides theſe, either of any ſecret myſteries, or of 
feafting, is tranſacted here. And what 1 have 
advanced in this place, has the concurrent teſ- 
timony of all my countrymen, who know the 
facts as well as my ſelf. And although there 
are four claſſes of prieſts, and each of thefe 
claſſes contains more than five thouſand perſons 
in it, yer there is a juſt obfervation preferved 
particularly on certain days; after which, o- 
thers ſupply theit rooms, and aſſiſt at the ſacri- 
fices: Theſe uſually aſſemble together in the 
temple about noon- time of the day, and re- 


ceive ſrom their predeceſſors the keys of the 


temple, and all the veſſels; but neither drink 
or meat is ſuffered to be brought in: For even 
theſe are prohibited to be offered at the altar, 
and only what neceſſarily belong to the ſacri- 
fices are admitted. 5 

What ſhall we then ſay of Apion, but thar, 
without making enquiry into any of theſe par- 
ticulars, he has advanced things that can be de- 


pended upon in no wife ? But *tis a great ſcan- 


dal, if a grammarian cannot advance the truth 
of facts in hiſtory; for, at a time when he is 
well acquainted with, the piety of our temple, 


he has flipp'd over this article. The appre- 


hending of the Grecian perſon is a fiction of his 
own inventing ; ſo is the unſpeakable food, and 
rich diſhes of proviſions, and his making wick- 
ed men to enter, where the nobleſt eus had 
not liberty to go, unleſs they were prieſts. 
This is an . K of all others, the worſt in 
the world, and a lie ſpontaneouſly broach'd, to 
impoſe on thoſe who refuſe being told the 
truth. Beſides, theſe incredible ftories have 
been made pretences to detract from us and 
our religion. Cs 

Yet this Apion, though he was the moſt con- 
ſcientious man alive, ridicules this tale as a 
chimera, and then produces a pack of idle and 
romantick facts to follow it. He tells us, 
That when the Jews maintained a long war a= 
gainſt the Idumæans, a certain man, named Za- 
budus, who worſhiped Apollo, came to the 
Jews out of a certain city of the Idumæans: 
That this fellow aſſuted them he would give em 
#p Apollo, the God of the Dorenſes, and go to 
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our temple, provided all would but go up with 
him, and carry the Jews along with them; that 
this Zabidus maile a wooden machine, and put 
himſelf within it, having placed three rows of 
lights within it, and ſo walk'd with it, whereby, 
to thoſe at a diftance, be look*d like a ftar bend- 
ing its courſe over the country. That the Jews, 
amazed at this unexpected fight, though at a 
conſiderable diftance, were quiet That Zabudus 
came to the temple in great peace, and took off 
the golden hend of the aſs (for ſo he urites, wil- 
ling to fhew his pleaſantry), and then made 
what haſte he could back to Doca. We may 
well now ſay, that Apion loads an aſs, which 
is himfelf, and puts a burthen of follies and 
ies, blended together, upon his back. For he 
points out not only places, which arc not to 
be found any where in the world, but relates 
cities which he has no knowledge of. Idumæa 
lies on the frontiers of our country, near to 
Gaza; and there is no ſuch place as a city cal- 
led Dora, throughout the whole country: In 
Phenicia, indeed, towards mount Carmel, a 


city of this name is to be found; but this has 


nothing to do with Apion's trifles ; for it is four 
day's journey diſtant from Fudea. But why 


+ ſhould: he lay it, beſides, as a matter of accn- 


fation againſt us, that we have not Gods in 
common as other folks have, if our fathers 
were ſo eafily brought to believe that Apcllo 
would come among them, and to imagine that 
they ſaw him walk with ſtars on the earth? It 
may be, they never ſaw. a candle before this 
time, who have folemniz'd ſo many and fo 
great feſtivals of the lighting of lamps: And 
it may be, likewiſe, that not a ſoul, out of fo 
many thouſands, met him as he was marching 
along: Beſides, he found the walls without 
ever a garriſon to defend them, now the war, 
was catry ing on. But J omit the reſt, The 
zates of the temple were very near ſeven cu- 
Its high, and twenty broad; they were co- 
vered over with plates of gold, nay, were al- 
moſt of maſſy gold: Theſe were every day 
ſhut by twenty men, and no leſs a number; 
and it was abſolurely forbid to leave them 
open. Well, then, might this candle-bearer 
open them with a world of eaſe; or, if tis be- 
heved he open'd them, he certainly had the 
aſs's head, as was ſuppoſed. Say, then, whe- | 
ther this fellow came to us with this head, or, 
after he had taken it away, whether Apion Cat- 
ried it back into the temple for Antioc bits to 
find there, that he might have another plea for 
telling another lie. Fo OT 
He is equally falſe. with regard to the oath 
charged upon us ; namely, That. we baund alu 
ſelves by an oath, taking. God to witneſs, the cri 
ator of heaven, earth, and ſea, that we 01's 
ſhew no mercy or quarter to any foreigner, eſpe- 
cially if they were Greeks. Now this liar 
ought to have faid, that we would ſhew 1 
mercy or quarter to any foreigners, eſpecially 
if they were Agyptians; for then he would 
have tallied toletably well with the falſhood 
he has publiſhed aboùt the oath, if he had faid 
that the Agyprians, who are pretended to be 
our relations, had drove out of their count 
our forefathers, not for their improbity, 
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ſeparated. by diſtance of countries than any 


thing elſe; ſo that there are no enmities, grud- 


ges, or detractive views, ſubſiſt ing between us. 
On the contrary, abundance of. them have 


come over to imbibe. our laws, ſome: whereof 
have adhered: cloſely. to them, and others, a- 
gain, who could not reliſh. their precepts, have 


left them, and returned to their own: As for 


the oath, there is not a man among us that will 


ſay he remembers ever to have heard it; but, 


oh! Apion, it ſeems, alone, heard it: And he, 


truly, was the perſon that invented it. 


But have we not abundance of reaſon to ad- 


mire Apions's extraordinary prudence and ſenſe 
in what he ſays afterwards? *T7is a plain diſco- 
oer, affirms he, that the laws they uſe are nei- 


ther good ones, nor do they worſbip God agreeably. 


to his nature, becauſe we have no kingdom. of 


our own, but are ſlaves rather to ſeveral na- 
tions, and expoſed to ſeveral hardſhips within our 


own city ; whereas they have been accuſtomed ſe- 
ve ral ages in ſucceſſion to govern in their metro 
polis, and not be ſubject to the Romans: Tho? 


by the bye, there's ſcarce any one but what has 


experienced, one time of other, their couragious 


and viftorious arms, All mankind, beſides A 
pion, would ſay, nay, affirm, that theſe words 


abundantly make. againſt him. Tis the chance 
but of very few to maintain an, equal authority 
and grandeur at all times, and not to meet with 
ſome revolution or other that ſubjects them to 


the dominion of others. A great many nations 


might be produced as examples, who have been 
compell'd to ſubmit to the authority ot other 


maſters. But the AÆgyptians are the only peo- 
ple that make an exception in this caſe, becauſe 


(according to their writings or words) the Gods 
took ſhelrer in their country, and preſerved 
themſelves by aſſuming the forms of beaſts, 
which procur'd them the favour, never to be 
made ſubjects to any of thoſe princes who 


reign*d over Aſia or Burope Though, by the 


way, this very nation cannot juſtly pretend to 
aver that they have enjoyed one day's liberty 
from the beginning of the world, nay, not the 
natives under their own governors. I will not 
endeavour to reproach them with the many 
times the Perfans have been their maiters; for 
tis well known, this has not been once, but 
they have ſeveral times deſtroy'd their rites, 
thrown down their temples, and {lain thoſe ve- 
ry beaſts which they believed were Gods. *Tis 
not agreeable to our character to imitate the 
fooliſhneſs and ignorance of Apion, who hath 
torgot the tranſactions and fortunes of the A. 
thenians and Lacedæmoni ans, theſe latter being 


in the opinion of all mankind the ſtouteſt, and 


the former the moſt religious of all the Greeks. 

lay not a word of thoſe kings whoſe piety 
have divulged their fame over the globe, a- 
mong whom was Crœſus; nor do I mention the 
misfortunes the laft part of this prince's life 
was reduced to. I likewiſe omit to fay any 
ting about the citadel of Athens being burnt, 
the remples of Epheſus and Delphos, and ſeve- 
ral others; yet not one was ſo ſottiſh to blame 
thoſe who fuffer d theſe loſſes, but only thoſe 
uno were the authors of ſuch wrongs. But 


— 


their, misfortunes, The Greeks. and us are more 


Adion is found out to be a new accuſer of our 


nation, without ever once calling to mind the 


misfortunes which his own country, Agypt, has 


ſuſtain d. But Se/o/tris, king of AÆgypt, threw 

a a miſt. before his eyes, whos | e 
altogether burried under fable and fiction. How- | 
ever, this is no reaſon that we ſhould mention 


our kings David and Solomon, who conquered 


ſeveral nations; for we paſs by theſe. But 4- 
pion, forfooth, knows not a ſyllable of thoſe 
very things which all mankind are perfectly ac- 


quainted with; I mean that the Ferſans, and 


after them the Macedonians, who acquired em- 


pire, ruled over the Ægyptiaus, and that theſe 


_ differ'd under their domination little more than 
being real ſlaves. We, on the other hand, pre- 


ſerved our ſelves free people, enjoying the go- 
vernment and rule of the neighbouring cities, 
for an hundred and twenty years, till Pompey 
the Great's time. And when all nations beſides 
were ſubjected to the dominion of the Romans, 
who governed the world, our anceſtors then 
alone purchaſed the name of allies, and friends 
of theirs, becauſe of their fidelity and loyalty. 


But this gentleman ſays, That our country 


produced no fine men, either who were inventors 
of ſome arts, or who excelled for their wiſdom, 


And, hereupon, he enumerates, Socrates, Zeno, 


and Cleanthes,;. and ſeveral. others of the fame 
kidney; and then, what is the moſt ſurprizing 
and aſtoniſhing, he names himſelf, calls Alexan- 
dria an happy city, that can boaſt of ſuch a ci- 
tizen endowed with ſuch a rare genius and qua- 
lifications. Twas, indeed, neceflary, I con- 
feſs, to give this teſtimony of himſelf; for o- 
ther perſons think him a vain fellow, depraved 
both in lite and converſation: So that any one 
would have juſt reaſon to pity Alexandria, if he 


had only him for its ſupport and dignity. But 
thoſe perſons who are any way the leaſt ac- 


quainted with our books of antiquites, very 
well known what famous men we haveproduc'd, 
no leſs worthy of renowi and commendation 
than thoſe other nations. | 

The other charges contained in his accuſa- 
tion probably deferve to be omitted, as bein 
not worthy of an anſwer; whereby he himſel 
may be thought an accuſer of himſelt and the 
Egyptiaus into the bargain. For he lays it up- 
on us as an abominable crime, that we lay 
beaſts to make ſacrifices of; that we do not eat 
ſwine's fleſh; and, what is the beſt ſport of all, 
in his opinion, he ridicules our method of cir- 
cumciſion. Indeed, as to what relates to the 
{ſlaying of domeſtick cattle, this is a fact no 
more uncommon than with all the other nations 
of the earth. But Apion, out of humour wich 
our ſacrifices, ſays, that he himſelf is an EHp- 
tian, had he been either a Greek, or a Macedo- 
nian, this would have given him no uneaſineſs. 
Now theſe people ſacrifice hecatombs to their 
Gods, and afterwards eat the victims; and yet 


it never happens that the world is in want of 


cattle, which Apion ſeems to have dreadiul ap- 


prehenſions of. Nevertheleſs, thould all other 
people comply with the Egyptian inſtitutions, 


the world might reaſonably then be ſaid that 
it would be deſtitute of men, -aud abound with 
ſavage beaſts, which they account to be gan, 

| | and 


tranſactions are 
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and train up with ſo much care and diligence; 


N any one ſhould put the queſtion, and 
ask him, who of the Egyptians, in his opinion, 
were the wiſeſt and molt religious, I dare ſay, 
he would preſently acknowledge that the prieſts 
were. Now they tell us, that their moſt an- 
cient kings commanded theſe two things to be 
followed; namely, to worſhip the Gods, and 
admire wiſdom. And yet they themſelves are 
circumc.ſed; and abſtain from ſwine's fleſh, but 
that none elſe of the Egyptians are known to 
ſacrifice in company with them to their Gods. 
Therefore Apton muſt labour under a ſtrange 
infatuation, who, in fayour of the Egyptians, 
determinately has reſolved to. abuſe us, and 
charges his own countrymen with practiſing the 
very ſame things, which he finds fault in us 
with; who, beſides, teach others their method 
of circumcifion, as we are told from Herodotus. 
Whence, methinks, Apion was juſtly rewarded 
for the abuſes he threw upon the laws of his 
country. For it ſeems he was obliged to be 
citcumciſed, becauſe he had a growing ulcer 
about his privities: But circumciſion doing him 
no manner of good, and the ulcer growing 
worſe, he died in extreme torment. Tis the 
buſineſs of ſuch as are well and wiſely train'd 
up in the inſtitutions of their native countty, 
jouſly to adhere to them, and be far from find- 
ing fault with others. But this gentleman of 
politeneſs abandoned his, and has vented an 
hundred falihoods about ours. And thus Apion 
ended his life; concerning whom, we think it 
ſeaſonable to put a period to our diſcourſe 
here. | 
But ſince Apollonius, the fon of Molon Ly- 


fimachns, and ſeveral others, partly through 1g- 


norance, but, for the moſt part, through ma- 
lice and ſpite, have ſpoken things of Moy/es 
our legiſlator, and his laws, which are neither 
juſt nor true, ſometimes calling him an impoſtor 
and deceiver, other times aſperſing the laws he 
made, as unvirtuous and bad, 1 will give a 
compendious and curſory narrative of the whole 
lan of our republick, and of every particular 
in it, as well as I am able. I take it for gran- 


ted, that, with regard to the obſervation of pi- 


ety, and a ſocial communication with mankind, 
to the preſerving all the offices of humanity, to 
the defending of juſt ice, undergoing difficulties, 
and deſpiſing of death, we have laws excel- 
lently well framed to all theſe ſeveral ends. 
However, 1 beg leave to ask ſuch as may hap- 
pen to peruſe them, to read them over with 


_ candor, and a generous mind: For I frankly 


declare, that my purpoſe 1s not to heap a load 
of praiſes on our ſelves, but I think that to be 
a moſt reaſonable defence, which is drawn from 


_ thoſe laws, according to whoſe plan we ſtill 


live, in oppoſition to thoſe who have charged 
us with abundance of things entirely falſe and 

roundleſs; eſpecially, ſince Apollonius, not 
ſervilely following the example of Apion, hath 
not made a continued accuſation againſt us, but 
hath interſperſed throughout his diſcourſe the 
charges he hath thought fit to bring againſt us. 
For this author, to be plain with him, reproa- 
ches us in ſome paſſages of his books, as tho? 
we were Atheiſts, and men-haters ; in others he 
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advantage or ſervice to life. I am of opinion, 


of time, and lay my argument down firit, that 


are beſt in themſelves, and to gain a good opi- 


them, and neither in times of good or bad for- 


mong the Greeks, can plead for ſuch antiquity, 
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taxes us with cowardice: And, to contradict 
this aſſertion, in ſome others he lays to our 
charge an impetuous and thoughtleſs boldneſs 


and badneſs. But this is not all; he ſays, that 


of all the Barbarians we are the moſt ignorant 
and fooliſh, and that is the reaſon that we are 
the only people that have produced nothing of 


that 'tis no difficult matter to confute every 
word of theſe aſſertions, provided all he has 
advanced hereupon do but appear eſtabliſnhed 
by our laws, and that we have diligently ob- 
ſerved them: But I muſt be obliged to have 
recourſe to the mentioning of ſuch laws as are 
repugnant to ours, and the inſtitutions of other 
nations, they ate certainly then to blame, who 
are determined to compare ours as the worſt, 
with thoſe which are of a foreign plan. I think 
that perſons of this claſs ought to have neither 
of theſe two things to ſay, either that we have 
not thoſe laws, a ſummary whereof I will pre- 
ſently bring to light; or that, of all the peo- 
le in the world, we have not remained the 
moſt ſteady and conſtant under the laws of our 
country. | # | 
I will draw my beginning from ſome diſtance 


they who have been the firſt lovers and toun- 
ders of order and laws, deſervedly claim the 
preference, both with regard to their ſociable- 
neſs and natural goodneſs, before ſuch as live 
without order or laws. From hence it comes, 
that all who have been legiſlators, endeavour 
to have the greateſt antiquity ailytted them, to 
wipe away being thought imitaters or tollow- 
ets of others, and to gain them the character 
of having been the original founders of a juſt 
and regular method of living among mankind, 
Now this being the real caſe, tis the virtue of 
a legiſlator to have an eye to nothing but what 


nion of his ' inſtitutions to be entertained by 
thoſe who are to uſe them: That the people 
adhere conſtantly to all that is commanded 


tune, offer to make a change therein. Upon 
the whole, I here aſſert, that our legiſlator has 
antiquity on his ſide with reſpect to ſome law- 
givers that ſtand on record: For neither H- 
curgus, nor Solon, not Zaleucus Locreuſis, not 
all the reſt, in ſuch admiration 'and efteem a» 


if they come to a trial; fince the name of 4% 
it ſelf was not long ago known among the 
Greeks, as Homer teftifies; who never uſes that 
word throughout his whole poem. Nothing at 
all of this nature was in his time, but the peo- 
ple were governed by wife ſentences, and ths 
commands of their kings; whence they cont! 
nued a long time without the uſe of written 
laws, which they altered at pleaſure, accordig 
to circumſtances of time. Our law-giver, 9 
the contrary, who was both the ancienteſt G 
this is a fac which is allowed-by all, who {pet 
every thing againſt us), and ſhewed himſelf l. 
our people, the beſt captain and counſellor 
the world ſquared all his life according to 1a 
and perſuaded his followers to embrace it 11 
lingly, and cauſed both the prudent and * 


| , ' " i 11 | 
to obſerve it with the greateſt exaCtneſs and 
care. | e n N 

Let us, in the firſt place, now ſee What is 
great and magnificent among his works. After 
he had collected together ſeveral thouſand of 
our progenitots, after they were inclined to 
leave Epyjt, and return back to their native 


innumerable difficulties, and fer them at length 
in a place of ſafety : For they were obliged to 
travel rhro* a, Country deſtitute of water, and 
extremely ſandy, to maintain battles, and guard 
their wives, children, and ſpoil, as they fought. 
In all which he ſhewed himſelf their great ge- 
neral, their ' wiſeſt counſellor, and a faithful 
guardian to all of them. He cauſed every 
one to have his dependance upon him; and 
yer, when it was in his power to enforce upon 
them by his advice every time as he pleaſed, 
he never claimed any authority or juriſdiction 
oyer them. On the contrary, at the time 
chiefly when others aſſume power and tyranny 
to lord it over the reſt, leaving the people un- 
der them to live as they pleaſe, our la w- giver, 
though inveſted with this authority, had a dif- 
ſerent opinion of himſelf, and thought he was 


ple under him great benevolence and kindneſs. 


diſcover his virtuous inclinations to them, and 
gire thoſe, who had made him their general, 
the ſureſt token of their ſafety and preſervation. 
Wherefore, he has had thus virtuouſly propoſed 
within himſelf, and performed ſuch brave ac- 
tions, we may juſtly think that he made God 


himſelf before-hand to think rhat he was bound 
to act and adviſe according to his ſupetior plea- 
ſure, makes us conclude, that he believed that 
the peole, too, were, above all other conſidera- 
tions, required to embrace the ſame pen; 
| For they who believed that God directed his 
| life, cannot endute being told that he was guilty 
of any ſin or error. Our law-giver, then, was 
ſuch a perfon as I have mentioned; no magi- 
cian, no impoſtor, as our revilers have un- 
juſtly and ungenerouſly charged, but ſuch as 
the Greeks boaſt I4:nos to be, and all the law- 
givers who ſucceeded him: For they aſſert, 
that their laws were firſt moulded by the Gods 
themſelves ; that Minos referred the prophecies 
of this law to Apollo and the Defphinian oracle. 
Wherein we muſt ſuppoſe that they believed 
either the fact was true, or that they were 
of opinion that they could eaſily bring the 
people over to embrace it, and think ſo. Now 
any one, that will, may know, from comparing 
| their different ſyſtems of laws, who were the 
eſt law=givers among them, and who enter- 
tained the trueſt and juſteſt ſentiments of the 
divinity of God ; for *tis high time that we 
ould ſay ſomething of them. Were we to 
conſider and weigh all the differences ariſing 
om the ſeveral plans of laws and cuſtoms eſta- 
liſhed among the numerous nations of man- 
ind, the account would be needleſs and infi- 
ate; however, there will be no great difficulty 
to ſum them up in general heads. Some have 


thrown the government upon the ſhoulders of 
No 6g | 


country, he conducted them thro? a a ſeries of - 


bound to lead a religious life, and ſhew the peo- 


For by this method he was of opinion he ſhould. 


his captain and councellor: He having brought 


one man ſingly, others upon thoſe of 4 Feu, 
while ſome, again, have entruſted the reins of 
the commonwealth to the management of the- 
people. On the dther hand, our law- giver, ſer. 
aſide theſe different models, and put the form 
of our government under a theocracy, though' 
there 1s ſomewhat more of, harſhneſs in this 
word, attributing to God the ſupreme admini- 
ſtration of affairs. And, in ſo doing thus, his 
Principal care was, tliat the eyes and minds of 
all the people ſhould acquieſce. in him, as he 

that, in times. of calamity and adyerfity, on 

our prayers and ſupplications, granted us all 

thoſe good things, which happen in common 

to all mankind, or to particular perſons ; and 

whoſe knowledge, no thought of ours can con- 

ceal or hide itſelf. Beſides which, the ſame 

law-giver aſſerts, that the ſupreme God had 

no beginning, that he ſuffers no change or al- 

teration from eternity; that his luſtre and 

beauty tranſcends thoſe of all other mortal 

forms; and, laſtly, that as he makes himſelf 

known to us by his almighty power, ſo we are 

entire ſtrangers to his inconceivable nature and 

eſſence. I omit making mention how that the 

wiſeſt of the Greeks taught, that he was the 
firſt ſtarter of this opinion of the divinity and 
attributes of God, which is ſo noble and grand, 
and comes ſo nearly joined to his eternal na- 
ture and majeſty. For inſtance, Pythavoras, 
Anaxagoras, and Plato, and the Stoick philo- 
ſophers after him ; nay, almoſt all thie others, 
agree and concur in this opinion about the di- 
vine nature. However their philoſophy was 
publiſhed but to an inconſiderable number of 
mankind ; and they are afraid to acquaint the 
vulgar with the truth of this doctrine, who 
were prepoſſeſſed with other opinions. Our 
law-giver, on the other hand, not only made 
his own actions agree to the ſyſtem of his own 
laws, but brought thoſe who lived in his time, 
nay, his nephews and poſterity, to imbibe the 
ſame principles; amongſt whom, he eſtabliſh'd 
a firm belief of, and agreement about the di- 
vinity of God. And becauſe the advantages 
ariſing from his ſyſtem of laws were greater 
than could be ſhewn from any other plan, it 
followed chiefly thence, why he did not make 
any part of virtue to conſiſt in religion, but 
ſaw and inſtituted ſome other parts of religion 
to be more immediately neceſſary in the caſe : 
I mean, by this, juſtice, patience, temperance, 
and a mutual agreement and conformity a- 
mongſt citizens in all things: Since all our ac- 
tions, endeavours and words, have a near re- 
lation to the worſhip of God. For he has left 
none of theſe indefinite. Now there are two 
ways or methods in all diſcipline, and how to 
inſtitute one's manners; the firſt conſiſts in 
laying down precepts, the other in modelling 


the life of man and his actions. Other law-givers 


led away and confounded with the variety of 
different opinions, while they pitch'd upon one 
of theſe ways juſt as their humour led them, 
relinquiſh'd the other. Thus the Laced mo- 
nian and Cretans, convey'd their inſtructions 
by a repreſentation of manners, and not of 


precepts: And the Athenians, nay, almoſt all 


the Greeks, inſtructed in their laws what their 
91 people 
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chis while, they" ommirred uſing them 70 join, 


both methods to practice. 
„Bat auf _law-giver, wich 2 principal care, 
joined both theſe methods together. He nei- 
zer left the inſtitution of our lives. and man- 
ners ineffektual or vain, nor permitted the pre- 
cepts of his law to want the conjunction of 
deeds. But beginning his ſyſtem from the kinds 
of meat themſelves, he would nor let his cqun- 
vywen chuſe the minuteſt article in that kind, 
accordin to their own wills ppc 1nchnatians 5 
but he laid down certain poſitive and regular 
precepts in his laws, which informed the peo- 
le what ſort of meats they were to abſtain 
rom, what kind were lawful to be eaten, who 


«4 


were to aſſociate together and partake of meat 
in common, what labour was to be uſed, and 
when they were to refreſh themſelyes ; Which 
made them live as though they had been under 
the direction of a father or maſter : So that we 
could not tranſgreſs any of thefe particulars, 
and plead malice or ignorance for ſo doing. 
However, he appointed no punifhment for ſuch 
as were ignorant of them, but was pleaſed to 


direct that his own law ſhould be a more beau- 


tiſul and neceſſary way of diſcipline, in order 
to inſtruct them: For he conſidered that his 
intentions would not be fully executed, if we 
were brought to hear this law but once, twice, 
or three times, unleſs we applied to it every 
week, and then entirely free Ram. zer baſe 
neſs and avocations, with a mind properly pre- 
ared to hear what was recited, and to inſtruct 
the underſtanding : A thing which we obſerve 
other law-givers have omitted. e e, 
Hence it comes to paſs, that the generality 
of people are ſo far from forming their lives 
according to the preſcription of their own 
laws, that they are almoſt entire ſtrangers to 
them ; and when they happen to tranſgreſs 
them, they come to be told, at laſt by others, 
that they have broke them. What ignorance 
do their principal and chief magiſtrates betray, 
who will have thoſe chiefly to fit at the helm 
of affairs, and manage with them, who can but 
. boaſt of ſome extraordinary knowledge in their 
laws. But put the queſtion to any of our 
countrymen, and ask him concerning the heads 
of our Laws, you will find him to run them 
over in order more eaſy than xo tell his name: 
For being taught them from the time we begin 
to have any notion of things, we haye .them 
impreſs' d upon our minds very ſtrongly. So 
that *tis obſerved but very few violate, them, 
and thoſe that do, never eſcape a deſery'd pur 
niſhment. I 8 
It is from this exact learning and keeping of 


— en Os that ariſes, principally, the admita- 


ble conformity and agreement of our minds a- 
wong us: For all of us entertaining the. ſame 
ſentiments of God, and agreeing in the fame 
method of living and purſuing the 
ners, have produced at all times that pleaſing 
harmony of mind, and union of endeavours as 
mongſt us. Nevertheleſs we are a people. by 
ourſelves, from whom none ſhall hear any dit- 
tering opinions ſtarted about God, a thing very 


frequent among other fades, f g nd e 
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people were to do, and,what- to avoid; yet, all, the. common and ordinary man ſhall.converſe'o 


that agteein 


ſame. mans 
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God juſt as the peculiar force and ſenſe of his 


75 ſhall dictate, but even, alſo, this raſh. 


y has tainted ſome of their philoſophers, 
ſome of whom have .cndeayour'd utterly to a- 
bolifh all the nature of God, while others have 
deprived him of having any care or providence 
oyer mankind. Neither ſhall any one find any 
difparagement in our plan of living. More- 
over, we have 2 ſtrict communion one among 
another with regard to all our employments 
and labours; we have 25 one language, and 


argues that all things are governed by the wiſ- 
dom of a divine eye. And what relates to the 
ordering or regulating of lite, ask but our wo- 
men, ot ſervants, and they will acquaint you 
hat every thing beſides is to be reduced to the 
ndard of religion; for that is its period. 
And from hence it has chiefly ariſen, that 
ſome have thrown it as a crime and diſhonour 
upon: us, that we have produced no perſon a- 
mong us, either who have new-modelled our 
language, or been the founder of any new 
work. Others, among other nation, ſtill un- 
ſettled in their tempers, and never at reſt, of 
willing to acquieſce in any of their country's 
inſtitutions, are of opinions, *ris a fine action, 
and makes to their reputation to be ſo capri- 
cious and various. And they who ftrive to in- 
validate or weaken any of their original laws, 
are fure of gaining commendation, and the ac- 
tion to be ſtil'd the pure reſult of a ſingular 
force of prudence and skill. But this is a pro- 
Fading fer from the practice of our country- 
men, for we are unanimous in thinking that 
*ris great prudence and virtue neither to inveigh 
or ſtrive: againſt our ancient laws, or to act the 
leaſt thing that may injure thoſe inſtitutions 
which have been confirmed time out of mind: 
Which is the ſureſt argument in the world that 
this ſyſtem of our laws was originally excel - 
lently well framed : For that thoſe which have 
been made on different plans, experience con- 
firms, that they ſtand in need of his amend: 
„ FF 
We, who believe that this original law was 
the reſult of God's immediate will and plea - 
ſure, cannot, without manifeſt impiety, pre- 
ſume to violate it. Say, who is it that cal 
change any article from it, or invent a bettet, 
or borrow from other ſyſtems any thing pro- 
perer to the real deſign ? It may poſſibly be, 
that he may alter the whole form of our te- 
publick. But beg leave to know, where cal 
there be made a better and moſt juſt inſtitutioo 
than it it, which eonſtitutes God the immedit 
governor and moderator of all things, and h 
places the. prieſts at the helm of publick d. 
fairs, that theſe very prieſts have an higher af: 
pointed.over them. And to this, our lawr8! 
ver, from. the beginning, did not conlider th 
great riches, or tvch like things, which. fes 
owing. ra fortune, and place them, qu uch ge 
counts, in ſtations {o.clevare. end high : dv 
they who were remarked. by him for any cx 
lence in diſcourſe, or jp houeſty and the bak 
ful qualifications of 


the mind, ue inet 


wich ahis high dignizy : Whigh were ehe 


with the law of God; which 
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able helps. towards maintaining a ſtrict obſetua- 


tion of the law and the other inſtitutions, ſince; 
the prieſts were intruſted with the principal 


inſpect ion into all. things, were conſtituted 


judges of ſuits and controverſies, and ordained. 
waithers.of the guil tx. 2 


* - 


ſacred than this, or what worſhip. repreſented 
more agrecable to the majeſty ot God? Where 
the people in general arg not only with the 


groateſt ſtrictneſs in the world informed in re- 
ligious matters, but, alſo, the prieſts are re- 


Fn What ſort cf vernme V 3 then, can.be more 


quired to uſe extraordinary care and foreſight, 


in the functions and places they enjoy; which, 
makes it ſeem as though the whole common: 
wealch was celebrating. a general feſtivity : 


For thoſe myſteries, as foreigners call them, 


and ſtated ceremonies, which ſuch foreigners 
are not able to go through, but for a few days; 
we, on the other hand, not only with the 
greateſt alacrity, but the greateſt conſtancy, re- 
tain them. Bur what are thoſe things, and of 
what king, I mean our commands and prohi- 
bitions? They are {imple and illuſtrious. The 
principal and chief of all is this, which ap- 
points thus of God ; jthat God includes every 
thing; that he is the perfecteſt and happieſt 
being; that he is ſufficient both for himſelf, 
and all things elſe; that he is fimply one; 
that he is the beginning, middle, and ending 
of all things; that as he is diſcernable through- 
out his works, and by his favours, and the no- 
bleſt of all things, ſo bis nature, and his mag- 


nitude, is not to be diſcovered by any one. 


That all matter, though ever ſo precious in 
Its own nature, is vile, if compared to his like- 
neſs. That all art, if compariſon be made to 
him, is fooliſhneſs and meanneſs; for that no- 
thing can enter the thoughts of man, or be 
ſeen reſembling the figure or image of God. Ne- 
vertheleſs, that the works of this great creator 
are to be ſeen ; namely, the light, heaven, 
earth, the ſun, the moon, the waters, the pro- 
creation of animals, and living things, the pro- 
duction of the fruits of the ground; all which, 
wete made by God, not by hands, nor any la- 
bour, nor the effect of the precarious work- 
manſhip of any one, but finiſhed in a moment 
by a ſingle command of his will; and as he ſaw 
they were good, ſo he determined to make em. 
Laſtly, that every one ought to cleave to him, 
and worſhip him only, with the exerciſe of 
virtue, becauſe that method of worſhip is the 
_ = OE | 

That there is one temple of the one God, 
becauſe like delights with like. That this tem- 
ple is common to all, as God is common to all; 
and that there are peculiar claſſes of prieſts 
who are appointed to appeaſe him, over whom 

there is always one ſet oyer as the chief, who 

facrifices with the other prieſts to God, pro- 


tects the laws, determines controverſies, if 


there happens to be any, and puniſhes the guilty. 


| Hewho rejects to give obedicace-to this prieſt, 


8 always puniſhed, as though he had impiouſly 
ated againſt God, Beſides, this is a law con- 


ſtantly and ftrictly abſerved about the facrifices, 


mat we never offer them to create drunken- 


neſs in chem, which God only abhors, but 
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ſome orher region. For, indeed, 
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it gives, alſo, an handle for luxury and injuries · 
Therefore they ought to be temperate,  honeſt+, 
and ſober, to the end that thoſe chiefly who 
are employ'd abqut them, may diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by a modeſt behaviour. And when we 


do ſacrifice, we are commanded, firſt of all, tc 


pray in common for all, and then every one 
for himſelf: And whereas we were born for 
mutual ſociety, that perſon, thereſore, procures 
the love of God in the greateſt decree, who 
accounts this dearer to him than his life. More- 
over, this is the ſum of our vows and prayers, 
not for him to confer benefits upon us; for he 
beſtows them of himſelf, and diſtributes'them 
to all about; but for us to be able not only 
to receive them juſtly, bur, alſo carefully to 
reſerve them. In ſhort, whoever is to make 
acrifice, we have a certain law that preſcribes 
ways of purification, by which expiation is made 
for ſeveral things ; ſuch as communication with 
a woman, and the like, which are too tedious to 
mention here. Now this is our doctrine of God, 
and of his worſhip, which has the ſame force as 
a law. B 5 
Now concerning marriages; what? Our law 
approves only of that conjunction which nature 
allows with a wife, and only then, too, if it 
be done purely · to beget children. But the 
communication of males with males, is utterl 
condemn'd and curs'd, and dooms the offenders 
that way to capital puniſhment. However, 
in the uſe of matrimony, neither the conſide- 
ration of money, or a portion, is to have any 
weight, neither is the wife to be forcibly taken 
away, nor to be deluded, or accus'd with art- 
ful pretences ; but ſhe is to be demanded of 
him who hath the lawful right of diſpoſing of 
her; with this proviſion, nevertheleſs, that her 
kindred and family be enquired into. Now the 
woman, ſays the ſcripture, is inferior to the 
man in all things. Let her, then, obey the 
man, not for the ſake of this inferiority, but to 


x * 


the end ſhe may follow the government and 


rule of another : For God has given to the 
man the power and anthority. Ir behoves the 
man with whomſoever he marries, to covet 
none elſe but her; for 'tis againſt the law to 
defire another man's wife. Now whoſoever 
happens to tranſgreſs herein, death is his cer- 
tain puniſhment. And, again, what man ſoever 
offers violent hands on a virgin afflanced to ano- 
thar, or entices one married to another, in both 
theſe caſes, the law commands the children be- 
gotten hereupon, to be brought up; but the 
ſame law_prohibirs any woman from ejecting or 
extinguiſhing the ſeed which ſhe has once re- 


ceived : For what woman ſoeyer did theſe, is 
accounted a murthereſs of children, in the very 


ſame ſenſe as though ſhe had really taken away 


the life of the fœtus, or reſtrained the propa- 
gation of her kind, Whereupon, whoſoever 


commits whoring, or deſcends to ſuch diſhoneſt 
means, tis impoſſible that ſuch men be purih*d 
and chaſte. Beſides, the law enjoins the huf- 
band and wife, after a lawful embrace, to waſh 
themſelves ; becauſe it is ſuppos'd that the ſoul 
and body receives a kind of pollution hereby, 


and is made, I mean the ſoul, to depart into 


the ſon), 
-_ while 
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772 
while in the body, is ſubject to ſeveral uneaſi- 
neſſes; and when death comes, it ſeparates 
and leaves its flethly manſion : And this is the 
reaſon why qut law enjoins chaſtity in ſo ſtriet 
Es Oe ROTO: 

_ Beſides aff” ghich, our law forbids that no 
collly banquett or entertainments be prepared 
to celebrate the birth-days of children, to hin- 
der any one from giviug an handle to drunken- 
neſs. It enjoins, that from their infancy, they 
be accuſtom'd not only to a moderate diet and 
way of living, but, alſo, that they be virtu- 
oully inſtructed, taught the precepts of our 
law, and informed in the famous actions of their 
auceſtors, in order that they may arife to an imi- 
tation of their deeds; and by thus imbibing 
ſuch generous principles with their very milk, 
they very ſeldom afterwards are known to en- 
deavour to violate them, nor can they plead 
ignorance that they did not underſtand them. 

Our law, too, has excellently provided a- 
bout th e juſt ritals of funerals, that no room be 
given to luxury or prodigalicy, by vat and 
maguiticent preparations tor the dead, but that 
only ſuch things be got as are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſaty and decent at ſuch times, which are 
committed to the care of ſuch as are relations 
to the deceaſed, and that all perſons accompany 
the corps, join in the lan entation, and ſhed 
their tears along with their countrymen. Be- 
ſides which, the fame law has provided, that 
the houſe and family of the deceaſed after the 
funeral, puriſy themſelves, to let people juſtly 
know how polluted that perſon 1s accounted, 
who hath committed murther. | 

It commands, likewiſe, that the duty of 
children to parents enjoy the ſecond place next 
to God's holy worſhip; and that whoſoever re- 
| fuſes or neglects in this particular ſhall be ſto- 
ned to death. It enjoins obedience from the 
younger to the elder, becauſe God is moſt an- 
tient. Ir ſuffers nothing to be concealed from 
thoſe who are our friends, becauſe that is no 
friendſhip, which does not entruſt every thing 
to. the fidelity of a fliend. Yet, ſuppoſing a 
miſunderſtanding happens afterwards, never- 
theleſs, it prohibits the difcloſing of ſecrets. 
If a judge takes bribes, he is to ſuffer death. 
And he that neglects a ſuppliant when he 
might have aſſiſted him, is guilty. What you 
have not depoſited, you may not not take away, 
nor can any one touch that which is another 
man's. None are to take uſury on pledges, or 
things borrowed. Ey theſe, and a great many 
other chains, is our ſociety and common wealth 
paned together. 5 

But it is worth a man's pains to ſee, what 
2 and juſtice our law-giver was pleaſed 
we ſhould ſhew to foreigners. Any one will 
ind, that he had taken care, above all other 
conliderations, to provide that we ſhould nei- 
ther ſtrive to weaken the integrity of our own 
laws, nor envy thoſe who had a mind to enter 
into a communion with us; for as many as 

Wi ſh'd to live according to the ſyſtem ot our 
laws, all theſe he received, and admitted with 
extraordinary marks of love, being of opinion, 
that this communion not fo much conſiſted in 
kindred and relationſhip, as in a voluntary ſo- 


Fravius Jostenus 


are not to gain admittance, 


bufe. We have alſo a law about ſervants, 


him. Now the puniſhments appointed for 


— 


Book II. 
ciety. And, indeed, they, who came over un- 
willingly, or had other views before them, were 
Beſides theſe ſeveral laws, he enaQts others 
which were abſolute! neceſſary, of which fort 
are the following: To allow fire, water, and 
proviſrons to the needy; to dire& a man on 
the road, and not pafs by a man that lay un- 
buried. Moreover, he was pleaſed that his 
equity and moderation ſhould appear to thoſe 
who were ſtill'd enemies; for he permitted nei- 
ther their fields to be ravaged, nor their fruit- 
trees to be cut down, and prohibited thoſe who 
died in battle from being plundered by the con- 
querors ; and took care that the priſoners, bur 
eſpecially the women, ſhould be mildly treated. 
But he taught us ſociablenefs and hum anity, 
by example farther fetch'd, which was by his 
not neglecting the care of the brute animals. 
For when any one relinquiſh*d the lawful uſe 
of them, which he only allowed, he interdicted 
them the reſt. If any came into our houſes in 
the nature of ſuppliants, he enjoins us not to 
put them to death, or take away the parents 
and young together out of the neſt, or to kill 
thoſe animals which are ſerviceable to mankind 
in their labours: Nay, he was ſo deſirous to 
eſtabliſh humanity among us, that he enadted 
thefe ſeveral laws which we have already men- 
tioned, and which are accommodated to rectiſy 
our manner and way of lite; and, alſo, many 
others, the violaters whereof, were, without 
any excuſe, ſeverely puniſhed, 3 
He propounded a capital punifhment to him 
that committed adultery, who raviſh'd a vir- 
gin, who preſumed to communicate with a man, 
or who voluntarily yielded to the enormous a- 


which no body can obje& againſt. We have 
others concerning meaſures and weights, if any 
one commits irregularities herein, or unjuſtly 
or deceitfully put any commodity to fale, who 
pilfers any thing that belongs to another, or 
takes away that which has been pledged with 


theſe ſeveral crimes, are not the ſame as other 
nations inflict, We have recourſe to the ſeve- 
reſt methods in theſe eaſes : For if any but 
form their thoughts to act injuriouſly to their 
parents, or impiouſly to God, fuch ate imme- 
diately put to death. Now they who make 
the precepts of the laws the ſtandard to ditect 
their whole life and actions by, meet with a 
reward for ſo doing; but it is not ſilver, no 
gold, nor a crown of olive, cr ivy, or any {uct 
thing; but every one depending upon the teſti- 
mony of their confcience, which both our law 
giver hath foretold, and God confirmed by h 
merring truth, they believe that thoſe wi 
conſtantly perſevere in maintaining and 11vi 
after the laws, and, if occaſion be, who wi 
tingly and valiantly die for them, ſhall, afte 
this life, receive a new birth, and that God v 
beſtow on them the fruit and recompence 
a much better and happier life. I ſhould ne 
have committed thus much to writing, 

not been well acquainted in this matter « 
the facts themſelves, how that abundance » 
our countrymen at ſeveral times have ſuſta 2 


the worſt hardlhips; Yather than let the leaſt 
word aga inſt our las drop from their tongues. 
Now e eee nation was not ſo ge 
nerally known among mankind, or that this ſin- 
ular deſire and inclination of ours, where with 
WO live up to our-laws; was not placed before 
their eyes, yet was there any one that. ſhould 
recite out inſtitutions before an audience of 
Greeks, which I have here mentioned, or tell 
them that he happen! d to fall among a nation 
of men, in ſome country beyond the bounds of 
the known world, who entertained: both ſuch 
high notions and ma jeſt ick ſentiments of the 
ſupreme God, and who had lived ſeveral ages 
in a conſtant and unalterable purſuit of ſuch 
laws; in this caſe, I make no wonder, but that 
all would be extremely ſurprized at therelation, 
conſidering ſo many revolutions and changes 
have from time to-time happened among them. 
Indeed, ſome of their own countrymen, who 
have made an eſſay in this kind to write of a 
commonwealth and its laws, have given us no- 
thing but a pack of monſtrous things and pro- 
digies, and have ſet their hands to a work far 
above their reach, which we ſee all impartial 
men blame them for. But I waye taking no- 
tice of other philoſophers, who have meddled 
in this method of diſputation. 
the ſingular gravity of his manners, and the ex- 
traordinary force of his eloquence and perſua- 
ſion, which carried him higher than all the other 
philoſophers, was celebrated in the mouths of 
the Greeks, even to a miracle; yet this great 
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1 man, Plato, I fay, was, by thoſe who preten- 
- ded to be skill'd in commonwealths, repreſen- 
ly ted on the ſtage with great ridicule and ſcurri- 
* lity. Nevertheleſs, if any one will be but at the 
8. pains of diligently comparing his writings on 
re this head, he will find that the paſſages have 
* a ſofter turn, and ſquare with the cuſtoms of 
ly the people. For he himfelt confeſſes, that he 
ho durſt not, with his own ſecurity, diſcover his 
of opinion of God to the folly of the multitude. 
th Yer there are not wanting perſons who think 
” theſe inſtitutions of Plato are only a gingle of 


words, and put together with a certain ſarpri- 
2Ing dexterity and skill. But as to what re- 
gards Lycurgas, they admire him, and will have 
him to be the greareſt law-giver in the world: 
All of them extol Sparta, for acquieſcing ſo 
many ages under his laws. This, therefore, is 
made the firſt argument of virtue; that the 

| Obey the laws. But will theſe heralds for the 
Lacelemonians entertain the ſame thoughts on 
comparing the ſmall time of their duration 
with the two thouſand years and more of our 
commonwealth. The Lacedæmonians, to ſpeak 
nothing but the truth, ſo long as they enjoyed 


When fortune began to change ſides with them, 
then they threw aſide the entire memory of 
hem: Whereas we have ſtill perſevered in our 

Ws, though we have been expos'd to infinite 
bardſhips and dangers, and ſuffer'd frequent 
1.Ctations among us by means of the Aſiaticł 
* And yet our obſervation of theſe laws 
ie 2 procure us an indolent or luxurious 
Tres bo Bare = that has a mind, but con- 
F 
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Plato, who for 


their ancient liberty, retained their laws, but 


„ and he will ſoon ſee that our 


173 
iruggles and difficulties have been mich greater 
thay all the hardſhips which the Lacede moni- 
ans are thought to ſuffer: For they had no 
lands to till, no trades to follow; they were 
exempt from all labour, lived fat, had nothing 
to do but beautiſy and ſet off to advantage 
their bodies in the City they lived in; they had 
other perſons to ptovide them all the neceſſaries 
of life, and their meats, if I may uſe the ex- 
preſſion, were put into their mpuths. For 
which reaſon, that which was the only good 
and humane thing among them, they would 
ſuſtain every danger, and do any thing, ſo they 
gain'd but the victory in battle; which very 
circumſtance how they were ſometimes unable 
to perform, I wave mentioning. For twas ob- 
ſervable, that one or two not ohly, but frequent- 
ly a number of them together, without keeping 
to the obſervation of their laws, as they pre- 
{crib'd, ſurrender'd themſelves, with their arms, 
to the enemy. C1 25s, 
Can any one, then, I do not pretend to ſay 
ſo many, find among us more than one or two 
that have betray'd our laws, or ſhew'd them- 
ſelves fearful of death. I do not mean that eaſy 
one which generally is the portion of thoſe who 
engage in battle, but that, which, expoſed to 
the greateſt torments of the body, is acknow- 
ledged the ſevereſt of all others. I am of opi- 
nion, that they, who reduc'd us to their power, 
did not inflict theſe ſevere puniſhments through 
any hatred to our countrymen, but more thro? 
an inclination to ſee a wonderful and ſurprizing 
ſight, whether or no they were men who be- 
lieved in the worſt calamity that could befal 
them in the world, or be compelled either to 
do any thing repugnant to their laws, or ſpeak 

any thing in derogation of them. There is no 
room for aſtoniſhment, why we, with a bravery 
ſuperior to all mankind beſides, yield up our 
lives in defence of our laws. Befides, thoſe in- 
ſlitutions of ours, which we look upon to be 
the eaſieſt, are, in the judgment of others, very 

ſevere and rigid; I mean our method of labour, 
our ſlender and ſpare diet, our having no by- 

. meals, or eating or drinking what any of us 
may have an inclination to, our chaftity and 
temperence with regard 'to women, our plain 

_ attire, and, laſtly, the conſtant obſervation and 
immutable method which we purſue in leaving 
off from labour. Add, to all theſe, when our 

countrymen march out to battle, and make their 
enemies leave their inroads and depredations, 

they {till keep up to their methods of living. 
»Tis a pleaſure to them to have recourſe to the 

_ obſervation of their laws, which is a ſufficienc 

proof to convince mankind of their fortitude 

and brave ſouls. #4 
Thus do your Ly/machuss, Molune, and 
ſome others of the ſame ſtamp, who are ſcan- 
dalous ſophiſts, and only born to ſeduce the 
youthfuller part of mankind, ſcandalize us, as 

though we were the moſt indolent and ſluggiſn 

of all mortals. Notwithſtanding this, I ſhall 
make no enquiry into the inſtitutions of other 
nations; becauſe tis a cuſtom of our country 
for us to preſerve thoſe of our own, without 
going about to depreciate other people's, or ri- 
dicule thoſe which other nations have feign'd 
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to be gods, or to abuſe them ll which; out 
law-giver bas exprelly prohibited beckuſe of 
_ the fame of God. 'Bur finte ôur detractors are 


'cians. on the harp, or extraor 


of opinion that they cannot be reſuted after all 
the objedtions; that can be; are fully #hſwered; 
cannot be ſilent, eſpecially When whit Lam 
ing to fay ae nor my firſt thoughts, but 
what appear to have been told by ſeveral Be- 
forg me, and thoſe of the greateſt veracity. 
Which of thoſe, whoſe wiſdom have gained 
Few the Fqmiration'of the Greeks, "doth not 
ing fault With their beſt poets, and Their law= 
girers, of greateſt credit, for bre Intiſled 
om the beginning füch opinions of their gods 
Jato the people? rig Beth juſt ſich a num- 
ber as they were pleaſed to align chem, and aſ- 
r Fen born of one another, and that af- 


ter difterent ways; baving ſeperate habitat ions 


and places to recide in, as though they were 
ſpecies of living creatures, ſome having man- 
ſions under the earth aſſigned, ſome in the ſea, 
but the ancienteſt of them being ſaid to be 
bound down in Zartarns. Thoſe whoſe lot it 
is to be in heaven, are, in words, Faid to have 
a father fer over them, but, in fact, a ryranc 
and dumi.cering maſter ; upon which account it 
is aſſerted, that he was conſpircd againſt by his 
wife, brother, and daughter, who "ſprang out 
of his crown, in order ro apprehend and bind 
kim, as be himſelf had done his own father. | 
Men endowed with ſenfe and teafon think 
theſe are, a pack of romantick tales, chat deſerve 
#bundance of cenſure :; They ridicule and laugh 
at them, beſides, for making ſome of the Gods 
beardleſs, and ſmooth ſtriplings, and others 
more advanced in years ; for endeavourihg to 


* 


have it believed that others are workmen, one 
a ſmith, another a weaverels, this a Warrior, 
and fighting with men, othets excellent muſi- 

8 8 — 715 933. f 3 1 4 
dinary 'archets. 


For making them, at laſt, create broils and 


contentions one among another, and fiercely 


'vrangling in bebatf of mankind ; whichobliges 
them, ſometimes, not only to tay violent hands 
upon one another, but, alfo come Uirtily off 
with the men, and are forced to lament the 
wounds, and injuries they receive from them. 
But the moſt abominable 180 of all is, their 


* - 


attributing to their male and female Gods in- 


an abſurdity is here 2 In ſhort, that the moſt 
excellent divinity of them all, their prince and 
father, deceived women, got them jth child, 
and after wards put them into priſon, or threw 
them into the fea; that he cobld ff t fave thoſe 
whom he begot, becauſe his hands were tied 
1 A 644 OILS p17 Try: 

up by fate ; nor could he dennen from tears 
he Theſe certainly 

are excellent ſtories, and chojce thi 855 nor are 
theſe following leſs to be admited ; hamely, that 
the gods beheld adultery committed in heaven 


- — 80 : 


over his unbridled luſt to ſtay from lying with 


wg f 8 l 2 eee r. 
his wife, till he was got into his bed- chamber: 


temperate coition, and love intriegucs. What preſs the mutability and changing quality o 
the thing they had deſigned. Further; ſome 
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Nay, ſome of theſe Gods liave profticuted 
themſelves ſo much as to be ſervants to man- 
kind; fome; for the fake of hire; to baild; o- 
thets, to feed flocks of ſheep and ecattle; and 
fome, again, like baſe villains; to be impriſon- 
ed: All which particulars, would they not rouze 
op a wife man's indignation. to confute ſuch as 
framed ſuch ridiculous tales, and condemn the 
ſtapidity and exceeding great folly of ſuch as 
believed them. Some, indeetl, have mixed 
cowardice and fear, al fo brutality and cheating, 
and all the worſt faculties, in the nature of 
their Gods; and yet cities hhve been induced 
to offer up ſacrifices to the honeſter among 
them. When they think it unavoidable for 
ſome of rheir Gods to be diſpenſers of good 
things, and others to baniſh all evil ſrom them, 
In a word, they ſtrive all they can, with pre- 
ſents and gifts, to appeaſe them, as if they 
were the moſt malignant beings in the univerſe, 
or were in expectation they were going to ſuf- 
fer ſome miſchance from them, unleſs they en- 
. thus ſtudiouſſy to reward and bribe 
them. ee W e nr 
What is the meaning, theh, of the groſs in- 
equality, and of ſuch a great erime againſt 
God? For my part, it is my private opinion, 
that neither their law-givers ever had a true 
and adequate notion of the juſt nature of God, 
nor could they accurately explain their know- 
ledge of it, ſo far as they were able to trace 
it; and that from hence it came that their com- 
monwealth was modelled after another plan; 
and that they rather believed this, as well 
as other things, were of no-matetiat conſequence, 
which made them thus neglective to the laſt 
degree, allowing their poets to introduce what 
Gods they pleaſed, ready prepared to ſuffer all 
things; and their rhetoriclans, to admit foren 
Gods, according to each man's humour and 
judgment, into the commonwealth. But, be- 
ſides theſe, their painters and ſtatuaries had a 
great ſhare in this article among the Creeks, 
Lach being left at his own liberty to think up- 
on any form he ſhould judge beſt: For one 
"would make a God of earth, and another 
paint him, ſtill purfuing what ſhape each lik'd 
belt. But thoſe who were the moſt famous al- 
tiſts in this way, uſed gold and ivory, to es- 


of the temples were already become deſolate, 
others are with ſingular deſire. frequented and 
adorned with all manner of expiations : Aud 
thoſe Gods, who before were loaded with hv 
nours, are now grown old; ' thoſe who are . 
-porous; and have their youth about them,” # 
put into the fecond claſs, to give my: words! 
more grand turn. Other freſh gods, but 1 
not tell who, are introduced, and religo 
'worſhip' is paid them, to get the deſaft Place 
again abandoned, as we have obſeived. 2 
"of the temples” ate deſerted; others rev 
juſt as the whim poſſeſſes the people n 
all manner of mutation or change: the df 
which they entertain of Godg and the f i 
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laws: And a thouſand, to one but ſome or other 


may think them very rigid and difficult in this 
particular, and not without: reaſon, perhaps, too. 
For they will not ſuffer any perſon whatſoever 


to ſtay any conſiderahle time among them. held them in great veneration; becauſe their 


- Indeed I confeſs we refuſe to follow the cuſ- - 


toms or inſtitutions; of other nations, but we 


never reſuſe to admit. thoſe among us who, are 
deſirous to be incorporated; but, on the eon- 


. trary, we are known to be extremely ready in 
this particular; which I humbly. take to be a 
{pectal ſign of our humanity; and greatneſs of 


. 3 , 
But I wave making any further, mention of 
the Lacedemonians. Apollonius ſeems, too, to 
be ignorant, with regard to the Athenians, who 


ate very fond of having their city. thought a 


commmon receptacle to all; he knows nothing of 


_ circumſtance, nor how rigid and exact they 
te in 


hall b 8 
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 by"drinkſhg the 


 ptoſecurer" charged bim with ſeducing Fay 
t 


that they who uſed this law, did not 


inflicting puniſhments; upon thoſe who 


275 
vas doom' d to death 


him with z ch he s do 
Jer of hemloek. -" Bit this 


for which, he 


people, and that he had been the cauſe why 
mw deſpis'd the laws and "cuſtoms of their 
5 7 7 Thus Socrates, who was a citizen . 
Athens, died. 8 was a native or 


Blaxamene; but, becauſè the Athenians thought 


che ſun a God, he aſſerted, that it was a ſony 
ball of fire, and was, for his doctrite, condem- 
ned ro gie by the votes of a few! and a re- 
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Ward of a talent was offet*d to him that wonld 
kill Dizoras,' beczuſe he was ſaid to tidicule 
their myſteries. Beſides, if Protagoras had not 


| loung means to eſcape as he did, he had cer- 


rainy been apprehended; and put to death, 
becauſe he was ſuppos*d to have written ſome 
things that diſagreed with the opinions which 
the Athenians had of their Gods. Why ought 
we to make any wonder in the caſe, then, if 
they had ſuch inclination to deſtroy men wor- 
thy of our eſteem and credit, who could not 

reſtrain their violent hands .from the women? 
For they put a certain prieſteſs to death on the 
information ot. z perſon who charged her with 
teaching that the Gods were foreigners, which 

the laws abſolutely forbad ; for death was the 

certain puniſhment of any one aſſerting that the 

Gods were foreign. By this, then, it appears, 
| believe 

that the Gods of other nations were any ,Gods 


at all: Nor, ſuppoſing they had believed ſo, 


had they depriv'd themſelves of the benefit of 


a plurality of Gods. So judiciouſly and well, 
 forſooth, was the Athenian commonwealth go- 


verned. The S$:37hians, who delighted in hu- 


man blood, and were but little from being 
beaſls, were of opinion, that their myſteries 
. Were to be delended; and when Anac harſis, 
Whom the Grecians admired for his wiſdom, 


came back, they put him to death, | becauſe 


they thought him inſtructed in the Grecian cuſ- 
. toms., But theſe are not the only examples; 
Ve may find, among the Perſiaus, many who 
. have ſuffer'd in this manner: And it is evident 


that Apollonius admir'd the Perſſan laws, and 


fortitude, and unanimous opinion about their 


Gods, was of advantage to the Greeks. The 
latter, namely, in the burning of' their tem- 
ples; the former in this reſpect, that all Greece 
was almoſt reduc'd to ſlavery by them. Apol- 
lonius was a ſervile imitater of all the Perſſan 


cuſtoms, he debauch'd other men's wives, and 


_ caſtrated his. ſons. Now with us it is made 
death for any one to offer this injury, even to 
beaſts that want reaſon; and to relinquiſh theſe 
laws, neither the fear ox threats of great rulers 


and governors, nor the deſire of emulating thoſe 


who were in eſteem, with others, could ever 
gain upon us. We neyer make our courage or 
fortitude a pretence to maintain war for the 


ut offer to ſpeak a word beyond their augmenting) our ppſſeſſions, but purely for the 


| ons concerning their Gods. Pray how came 
dhe great Socratos, to ſuffer death 2. Socrages did 


ot bettay the city to the enemy ; he xifled no 
demple: But it ſeems that his accuſation was 
Founded on a new way of ſwearing, which he 
ald a certain genius or dæmon had-agquainted.,, eyen.aboye our ſtrength, andi perſevere. to . 


preſervation of our laws. 
we mildly ſubmit to any dangers that may 
happen; but if there was found, thoſe to ariſe 


Upon this account, 


who, will by force make us depart. from our 


laſt 
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country's laws. If, then, we ate ſo much ſol- 


muſt be conſeſſed that we have the beſt ſyſtem 
of laws in the world. But if mankind are of 
opinion that we thus obey a plan of bad laws, 
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laſt extremities. Why ſhould we emulate the 
la us of other nations, when we ſee that all the 
foreſight and care of the lau-givets cannot pre- 
ſerve them? Why do not the Lacedemonans 
condemn their inſociable form of a common- 
wealth, and page of marriage? And why 
do not the people of Elis and Thebis diſallow 
their abominable coition with men, which is ſo 
contrary to nature? For what they formerly 
thought was the moſt laudable and uſeful, they 
will not own now, unleſs they leave them al- 
together. But they, alſo, have laws about 
them, which the Greeks held in ſo great vene- 
ration, that they attributed to their Gods the 
coition of men; and, for the ſame reaſon, al- 
lowed of the communication with their own 
ſiſters; upon which they ground their plea for 
purſuing theſe unlawful pleaſures which are fo 
repugnant to nature. 1 | 
But I will ſay no more, at preſent, of pu- 
niſhments, nor of the many compoſitions which 
the generality of law-givers formerly gave to 
wicked men, while adultery and corruption in 


marriage were to be bought off with a fum of 


money, or how many opportunities they gave 


to an impious man of denying the facts charged 


upon him, it at any time he was brought upon 


his trial, Now the caſe 1s quite otherwiſe 
with us: We are expoſed to the loſs of riches, 
of our cities, and the reſt of our goods; but 
our law is immortal, and immutable. Neither 


was there ever any Few that departed ſo far 
from his country, or was in ſo much terror at 
a cruel tyrant, as he was apprehenſive of his 


licitous and fond about theſe laws of ours, it 


how ought they to be puniſhed who do not live 


under better? And becauſe length of time is 
thought to be the trueſt diſcoverer of all things, 


I make no doubt but to make this a voucher 
both of our law-giver's virtue, and his doctrine 
ot God as delivered by him. For although a 
vaſt ſpace of time is elapſed, yet if any one 
will but be at the pains of comparing the time“ 


be lived in, with that of other law-givers, he 


will find that he was ſeveral ages before them. 
I take it that we have ſufficiently demon- 
ft-ated, by this time, that his laws had always 


a wonderful effect on all mankind more and 


more to increaſe their deſire of emulating them. 
The firſt among the Greeks who taught philo- 
ſophy, ſeem to have ſtuck cloſe to the laws of 
their country ; but to have copied our law- 
giver in their actions and deſire of knowledge, 


harbouring not only the ſame ſentiments of 


God; but keeping up to the like ſlender way 
of diet, and teaching the ſame mutual inter- 
courſe among mankind ; beſides a great many 
long ago have had deſires of imitating the rites 
which we uſe in our worſhip of God. Neither 
is there a city throughout Greece, nor through- 
out the countries of the Barbarians, neither is 
there a nation which has not heard of our way 
of celebrating the ſeventh day, which we ſet a- 
part from labour; and how we obſerve faſt- 
18gs, burning of lamps, and ſeveral other 


6 
things, which we hold unlawful to eat. Let 
our detractors, then, imitate that mutual agree- 
ment that is amongſt us, that liberality which 
we are known for, that diligence in the exer- 
ciſe of our ſeveral trades, and that patience 
under torments which we undergo' in defence 
of our laws. But what is moſt to be admired 
at, our law hath prevailed of it ſelf, without 
any inducements outwardly to pleaſe us into it. 
And. as God defuſes himſelf throughout the 


whole world, ſo our law ſpreads itſelf through- 


our all mankind. And if every one will but 
conſider a while his own countty. and family, 
he will ſoon agree with what Ihave here ſpoke. 
Whence either they deſerve to be condemned 


ot wilful ill nature, who are deſirous to copy 


after foreign cuſtoms, which are bad, before 
thoſe of their on country, which are good; 
or our traducers ought to perſecute us no lon- 
ger with their envy and malice. We are far 
from being invidious in this particular, ſo long 
as we honour our law-giver, and believe the 


things he has ſpoken of God: For though we 
may not be fo wiſe as to underſtand the virtue 
of all our laws, yet the vaſt numbers that copy 
after them, is a ſufficient inducement for our 
approving them. TY 6 


But 1 have given an accurate account of our 


laws and republick in my book of Antiquities; 


J have recited them here ſo far as was neceſſary; 


for my deſign was not to give a narrative of 
others, or to commend thoſe of my country; 
but to prove, that thoſe who have handled us 
unjuſtly in their writings, have impudently 
carried themſelves beyond the truth of things. 


And, indeed, I think I have ſufficiently per- 


formed my promiſe herein. For, in the firſt 
place, I have demonſtrated the antiquity of our 


nation, which our detractors have aſſerted to be 


exceed ing modern; and, more than this, I have 


produced ſeveral witneſſes who have made men- 
tion in their writings of our antiquity, whom 
theſe traducers will not allow to be ſuch. 
they have pretended, that our anceſtors wete 
originally Egyptians, but I have endeavoured 
to prove that they came into Egypt from ano- 
ther country. They have forged a lie in al- 
tedging that they were driven out of the coun- 
try for a diſtemper in their bodies; but I have 
endeavoured to make it plainly appear that 
they voluntarily, and with a ſingular help, re- 
turned back into their native country. Laſtly, 
they have inveighed againſt our law- giver, 5 
though he had been the vileſt perſon on earth; 
but it has been evinced, that both God tot- 
merly, and length of time, were vouchers 0 
his virtue. Fo ts | | 

There is no occaſion to be more prolix about 
our laws; for it is evident from them, that the) 
teach no impiety, but the trueſt godlineßb: 
That they do not incite men to hatred, but © 
a free communication of what they have 9 
with another; that they are enemies to injuſtich } 
lovers of honeſty and righteouſneſs, reprov® 
of indolency and luxury, teaching mann 
to be content with that which they hate 
and ro be laborious; to be valiant © 8 
brave in defence of them; to -puniſh all fe 
and immorality ſeverely; and are no , 1 


niſh'd over with-pompous words ot language: 
All which particulars are always put in force. 


For we conſtantly exhibit them to a fuller view 


than in the writing that contains them. Upon 
which account, 1 dare take rhe freedom to ſay 


that we have proved authors of better and no- 


blet examples and precepts than any other na- 
tion in the world can pretend to. What can 
be more beautiful than an inviolate piety ? 


What can be more juſt than to obey the laws? 


What more advantageous than to cheriſh up a 
mutual concord and agreement ; neither to be 
caſt down when the day of calamity comes,nor 
to break aut in ſeditians and rebellions when 
proſperity ſmiles: To be no. ways afraid of 
death in battle; to cultivate arts and ſciences, 
and purſue affairs of husbandry 1n times of 


peace, and to think, nay, be perſuaded, that 


£98. bs | | | « 
again AON. 
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all things, and all places, are ſupported and 


governed by the fupreme hand of God? Had 
epts of 


theſe 1 been the original 
any ot her nation, or had they conſtantly pre- 
ſerved them, we ſhould have owed them rhe 
ſame obligations as ſcholars do their inſtructers 
and maſtets. But we are acknowledged to be 
the firſt people in the world that made uſe of 
theſe precepts, and we have clearly evinced 


- 


that we nere che original and firſt inventers of 
them. So flirewel to your refured A4pion's an 


Molon's, and all the reſt who rejoice in lies and 
reproaches. Now for you, Epaphroditus, the 
greateſt lover of truth, and, on your account, 
for thoſe who were likewiſe deſirous to be ac- 
quainted with our nation, was this and the fore- 


going book written. 
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viſe you to attend carefully to 
thoſe things which I deſign for materials for 
my enſuing diſcourſe. For it is a ſubject which 


every body ought to be acquainted with ; and 


beſides, its theme is concerning the higheſt 
perfection of virtue: For it comprehends the 

raiſes and commendations of prudence, teach- 
1ng us that reaſon can conquer. all the pertur- 


bations of the mind which are oppoſite to 


temperance; I mean gluttony, covetuouſneſs, 
and the like. That it can maſter thoſe which 
are repugnant to juſtice, ſuch as improbity, 
and the like; that it can quell thoſe which 
are oppoſites to fortitude ; ſuch as fear, an- 
ger, grief, and the like. But probably ſome 
men will ſay if reaſon has this dominion over 
the paſſions or perturbations of the mind, how 
comes it that it has not the ſame maſterſhip 
over ignorance and forgettulneſs? This, 1 


confeſs, is a queſtion that is ridiculous e- 


nough, Reafon, indeed, has no command 


— 


A M going upon a very learned 


\ 3 over its own perturbations, but only over ſuch 
and wiſe point, namely, the em- 


FA. 1= \.as are oppoſite to juſtice, fortitude, and tem- 
7 pire of right and pious reaſon perance; and that, too, iti: ſuch a manner, 
8 ( that it does not entirely remove them, but 


20S over the perturbations of the, | * 
does not ſubmit to them. And therefore! 


. = 2 x i EE OE f F ; 
; IS) mind; upon which, I would ad- 


1 may be thought to give a more copious and 


t 
7 65 
2 

#® 


i 


can produce ſeveral arguments to prove to you, 
that reaſon. is the miſtreſs. over the paſſions 
or perturbations of the mind: But perhaps 


grand turn to this diſcourſe, if I-publiſh ans 
account of the famous actions of Eleazar, d 
his ſeven brothers, and of his mother, WI 
were not afraid to lay down their lives Wa 


the cauſe of virtue: For all theſe, through Wy 
ardent zeal to the divine law, ſuſtained ths p 
worſt of torments and cruelties, even to deal 
it ſelf; and the name of piety made them icon 
the thoughts of life, infomuch, that they mache 
themſelves the moſt certain teſtimonies Wal 
reaſon was miſtreſs over the paſſions. I nan 
endeavoured juſtly and deſervediy to commend 
theſe perſons, who, together with their motel 4 
ſaffer'd death in the cauſe of juſtice: ad 
have not ſcrupled to call them happy, 11 


- 


count of the great honour and reputation We 
they gain'd. Their fortitude and extract 
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' patience was ſuch, that not only the generality 
of mankind, bur, alſo, tyrants themſelves have 
wonder'd at them, and been in the greateſt 


 aſtoniſhmenr at their hiſtory. By their beha- 


viour it was brought about, that the baſeſt ty- 
ed under at that time, was effectually remoy'd ; 


quiſh*d at leaſt by their paticnce, and their coun- 
try, which was harrafſed with ſuch exceſſive 
evils, regain'd its liberty. Notwithſtanding, 1 
will now ſpeak of the queſtion itſelf, begin- 
ning with the head of my argument, as is cu- 
ſtomary; after which, I will turn my diſcourſe 
to theſe brave perſons, giving, all the way, 
thanks to God, the fountain of all wiſdom. 
In the firſt place, then, we proceed to en- 
quire whether reaſon has any command over 
the paſſions, what reaſon is, what paſſion is, 
how many ideas there are of paſſions ; alſo, it 
rcaſon bears ſway over all of them, Reaſon, 
then, is the mind which prefers, to every thing 
elſe in the world, a life conducted by wiſdom 
and truth; wiſdom of the cognition or know- 
ledge of divine and human things, and their 
cauſes, This wiſdom conſiſts in the inſtitution 
and diſcipline of rhe law, by which we learn 
divine things gravely, human things to our ad- 
vantage. Wiſdom may be branched out in 


and temperance : The firſt place is aſſigned to 

rucence, becauſe reaſon, by its aſſiſtance and 
influence, becomes miſtreſs over the paſſions. 
Thote paſſions that are moſt genteel, are two, 


many others. For example, covetouſneſs goes 


trouble, and ſorrow bears it company. Anger 
is a paſſion between pleaſure and pain, which 
any one may know that has been hurried into 
It. In pleaſure is comprehended a baſe and 
wicked affection, which, of all the paſſions, is 
the moſt diffuſive. In the ſoul are cheſe, arro- 
gance, ambition, love of contention, envy : 
In the body theſe, glurtony, voracity, ſolitary, 
gluttony. Beſides, pleaſure and pain, like cer- 
tain branches growing out of the body and 
foul, have ſeveral coins, which reaſon the com- 
mon husbandman, by lopping, tying up, and 

watering, and every way tranſpoling and or- 

dering them, corrects their nature, and tames 

their native wildneſs. Reaſon is the conduc- 

tx of the virtues, and the governeſs of the 
| Paſſions, Let bur a man firſt obſerve thoſe 

Paſſions that oppoſe temperance, and he will 
Had, that reaſon is the commander of the paſ- 

lions, Temperance reſtrains the delire, ſome 

whercof belong to the ſoul, others to the bo- 

dy; both which are governed and reſtrained 

y reaſon, Then pray tell me how it comes 
about, that, when we are forced upon meats . 
Which are forbidden us, we meaſure all the 
Pleaſure and ſatisfaction that may ariſe from 
them? It is not from an innate thought, that 
fealon ſways the appetite? When we abſtain 
om towls, fith, and four-footed beaſts, nay, 
Im every fort of meat that the law hath in- 
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ranny in the world, which their country groan- 


four particulars; prudence, juſtice, fortitude, 


pleaſure and pain; both of them exiſt in the, loan at the approaching weeks. 
body and ſoul: Beſides, in theſe two paſſions f td prove a tenacious and ſparing man, the law, 
of pleaſure and pain, are comprehended a great "hen, with the force of reaſon, governs him, 
that he neither make harveſt, or gather his 
before pleaſure, joy follows it; fear precedes grapes. But there are a thouſand other inſtan- 
ces, almoſt, that plainly thew how reaſon go- 
verns over the pailions: Belides, rhe law pre- 
ſcribes a pious duty to parents, but ſo tempers 
and qualifies it, that virtue, for the ſake oi it, 
is not abandoned. 
one's wile, but with a ptoviſion, to reprove 
the perſon infringing this law; and it qualities 
love towards children, by inflicting punith- 
ments on their irregular courſe ot living. Laſt- 
ly, it governs the familiarity and acquaintance 
of friends, by reproving them when they deal 
diſhonourably. : 
make you wonder, ſince reaſon, by the inter- 
poling authority of the law, carried her domi- 
nion among controverſies, which was neither to 
cut down the fruit- trees of an enemy, nor keep 
the effects of another, but tranſmit them to 
the right owner, and to ſet up every thing that 
was fallen down. But reaſon bears ſway over 
more violent paſſions, and impoſes laws on 
them; I mean ambition, a thicſt after valn- 
glory, arrogance, boaſting, and envy. All theſe 
unruly paſſions are removed and ſubdued by a 
mind ſoundly inſtru&ed and qualified by reaſon. 
Anger, too, owes it influence; tor reaſon (its 
at the helm, over her. | 
gry at Dathan and Abiram; he did not ſhew 
his anger upon them, but ſmoothed it by the 
force of reaſon : For a mind thus tempered, 
can, as I have ſaid, ſubdue the violence of the 


77 
terdicted us, even when the appetite is craving ; 
I take it, in this caſe, that we. do thus purely 
becauſe. we are ſenſible that reaſon governs : 
For the impulſe of the appetite, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of reaſon, is reſtrained, and all the mo- 
tions of the body are bridled by the power of 
reaſon. 4 64 | 

No wonder! when the deſires of the ſoul 
are maſter'd by reaſon, though longing after 
beauty. What a character does frugal Joſeph 
gain, for conquering his paſſion ot delight by 
the ſtandard of reaſon, and ſound reflection? 
For being in the bloom of his years, and his 
blood boiling within him, yet he called reaſon 
to his aſſiſtance, and reſtrained the impulſe of 
his paſſion, But it is not only the furious and 


precipitant paſſion of luſt that is kept under 


and reſtrained by the aſſiſtance of reaſon; all 
the other motions of this paſſion are genily 
{ſmoothed and calmed. The law commands, 
Luft not after the wife of thy neighbour,nor any 
thing that belongs to him, And ſince the law 
it ſelf forbids us to Juſt or cover, we ought to 
perſuade our ſelves that reaſon is the mattreſs 
over our deſites, as ſhe is over thoſe paſſions 
that are repugnant to juſtice, Otherwiſe, pray 
how comes it that one who is a glutton, a ſlave 


to his belly, and a drunkard, changes his courſe, 


if reaſon was not believ'd to have ſway over 


the paſſions? When any one ar firit lives up to 
the preſcription of the law, if he happens to 


be of a ſordid and covetous temper he his obli- 
ged to put a reſtraint upon his deſires, to lend 
to the poor without intereſt, and to loſe his 
If he chance 


It enjoins, like wiie, love to 


Theſe retlections ought not to 


Thus Moy/es was an- 


paſſions, 
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ſions, ſometimes turning them this or that with hazard of the men's lives. Wherefore, 
way, at other times effectually conquering bringing his reaſon to. his aſſiſtance to oppoſe 
them; For if the caſe was not- 0, how comes him in it, he made a libation of it to God. 

acob, that man of prudence, the founder of Upon the whole, then, a mind thus tempered, 
our nation, thus warmly to addreſs Simeon and can maſter the impulſes of the paſſions, can 
Levi, who had cut off the whole nation of the extinguyh the flames of luſt, can overcome the 
Sichemites? Curſed be your anger. For he ſeems cruelleſt pains of the body, and laſtly, can 


1 


to have had no view of ſpea Ing thus, unleſs ſubdue all the head-ftrong motions of the per- 


perſuaded that reaſon. was able to conquer turbations that diſturb us, Bur it is time, now, 
wrath. When God made man, and adorned to confirm the queſtion, as propoſ'd, concern- 
him with reaſon, and a freedom of will, he, at in, mind thus temper'd. = 

the ſame time, placed ſeveral ideas of paſſion hen our anceſtors, by following righteouſ- 
within him, high over which, he put the mind neſs and juſtice, enjoyed a profound peace, and 
the directreſs of all; withal impofing a law had Soy 7 every thing abcut them; ſo that 


upon him, according to whoſe preſcription, it Saleucus ) 
he conformed himſelt, he might reign ſoberly, ſums of money for the ſervice of their ſacrifices, 


righteouſly, well, and valiantly. But, proba- and approved of their commonwealth ; yet 
bly, ſome men will ſay, if reaſon has the do- even then, they fell into ſundry calamities by 
minion over the paſſions, how comes it that ob- the wicked attempts of certain baſe men to diſ- 
livion and ignorance are not ſubje& to her go- turb their repoſe, which broke that mutual 
vernment? This is a very ridiculous queſtion, harmony and concord among them. A certain 
ſince reaſon has nothing to do with s own man, named Simon, creating a quarrel with 
paſſions, but only with thoſe of the body. For Onias, who was high-prieſt for life, and a man 
example, no body can remove the paſſion of of the greateſt integrity and goodneſs, whoſe 
deſire out of us; but that we may not be ſlaves life could not be charged with any blemiſh, af- 
to luſt, reaſon brings her aſſiſtance, and, what ter he had aſpers'd him all he could, but not 
we cannot of our ſelves, the performs. Anger, being able to. bring the people to be his ene- 
too, is above the reach of any man's power ef- mies, he was reſolved to betray his country, 
fectually to root out of our minds; yet the and, accordingly, fled, and, preſenting himſelt 
leſs we allow this paſſion to reign within us, to Apollonius, who was governar of Syria, Pha- 
the more can reaſon bring her ſuccours to our nicia, and CMlecia, told him, Moved by a defire 
aid. And 1mprobity is, too, of the ſame diffi- of /erving the king, I come hither, to make 4 
culty to be delivered of; yet reaſon knows di/covery of a vaſt quantity of private money is 


how to aſſiſt us that we be not quite led away the treaſury at R which does not be- 


by it. *Tis true, that reaſon does not take a- long to the temple, But Seleucus, the king, has 
way theſe paſſions, as it were, by the roots, the juſt claim to every part f, it. Apolionius 
but conquers them by frequent ſtruggles, and coming to underſtand theſe particulars, praiſed 
oppoſing them; which I can demonſtrate more his affection for the king; and then, going to 
clearly yet. When David, with his army, Nicanor, told every thing about the money: 


had fought the Barbarians the length of a In conſequence of which, the king giving him 


whole day, and made a very great {laughter power of removing the treaſure, | he came di- 
among them, as ſoon as evening approached, re&ly into our country at the head of a nume- 
being all in a drooping ſweat, and quite worn rous army, with the traitor, in their company. 
out with the fatigues of the day, he came ro On his arrival, he gave out that he came by 
his royal tent, which was fertified with the order ot the king, to remove the private mo- 
whole camp of our anceſtors. Immediately ney that was in the ſacred treaſury. The peo- 


all went to ſupper; the king, in the mean ple ſighed at the harrangue he made on this oc- | 


time, bad a raging thirſt upon him, tho* there caſion, and loudly exclaim'd againſt it, they 
were ſprings enough about, and more than ſuf- thought it an unworthy action, to deprive 
ficient to have ſatisfied him, yet they could thoſe.of their money who had entruſted it. in 
not pleaſe him; but I know not what turbulent the ſacred treaſury, and reſiſted the officer a 
and brutiſh deſire for ſome of the enemy's wa- much as they. were able: Notwithſtanding this, 


ter poſleſs'd him, which encreaſed upon him ve- Apollonizs broke into the temple, not without 


hemently, and tormented him after a ſurpti- loud menaces. "The prieſts, upon this, with 
zing manner. The guards of the king, it their wives and children, implored | 

{cems, appearing ſorry for his great thirſt, would be pleaſed to defend his temple, vio- 
three young men, hardy and brave fellows, be- lated in ſo unworthy a manner: When, be⸗ 
ing moved with the ſame compaſſion, immedi- hold, angels on horſeback appeared from hes 


ately, all in their martial habiliments took a ven, ſurrounded with ſhining armour, who put 


jug, and, having eſcaped over the enemy's tren- Apollonius and his ſoldiets, going to take a 
ches, broke privately through the centinels the money, into a terrible paniek and conſuſio 
that kept. the gate. For ſome time, they were Apollonius, half dead with the fright, ruſh's 
buſted in rummaging every place of the camp into the inner portico, which was open co fpeb 
to lind the well; which. they had no ſooner ple of all nations, where, with extended arm 
done, but they drew their jug full of water, to heaven, he implored the Hebrews, ul 
and brought it to the king; who, notwithſtand- tears in his eyes, to offer up their prayers fot 
: ing the extreme thirſt upon him, thought the him, to pacity the celeſtial army. This hum 
danger one of the worſt in the world, if he liation working upon On4as the high-prieſt, l, 


erank the water, which had been procured him prayed for him; though, by the way, he wt 


icanor, king of Aha, gave them 


* 


os king Seleucys ſhould imagine, that Apollinus 


4 F 


ad been taken away by ſome human treachery, 
and not by any, divine vengeance, .. In ſhort, he 
was ſaved, contrary to his and ell ,orher peo 
ple's opinions 6571 went to tell the king of the 
thing that had 
Jeucas was dead in th in time, 
ceeded by his ſon Autiochus, a man of prodi- 
gious inſolende and . cruelty, ..who.. deprived 
Onias of the prieſthood, and created his brother 
Jaſon high-prieſt in his room, under a compact 
abe eee 
him to pay an annual ſum of three thouſand, 
fix hundred, and threeſcore talents. And ſo 
he made him not only high-prieſt, bat inveſted 
him with the ſupreme authority over the peo- 
ple. Jaſon not only made his citizens forſake 
their antient manners, inſlitutions, form of their 
commonwealth, and laws, but hurried them in- 

- to all manner of impurity ; ſo that he built a 
gymnaſium in the higheſt place of our country, 
and aboliſhed the uſe of the temple. At which 
groſs wickedneſs and impiety, the divine wrath 
Pas RR God ſtirred up Autioc hus, and 
made him a bitter and inexorable enemy to the 
Fews. It ſeems, that being in Agypt, and en- 
gaged in a war there againſt Piolomy,. he was 
told, that a report being ſpread about his death, 
ſome of the Hiero/olymites were in the greateſt 
gladneſs in the world about it, which made 
him proclaim war againſt them, which he pre- 
lently put in execution; and having defeated 
them, he publiſhed an edict, forbidding any of 
them to obſerve the cuſtoms of their country, 
under pain of death. But finding he could by 
no method bring that nation to abandon their 
laws, and that his threatenings and puniſhments 
were deſpiſed, and availed nothing, inſomuch, 
that the women, for the ſake of their circum- 


4 


happened to him., Bur king e- 


rocks, though they knew what they were toſut- 
fer: 1 ſay, when Autioc hus found the people 
thus deſpiſing his edict, he was determined 85 
force them into a compliance by the worſt of 
torments, and 1 78 them eat of impure 
meats and, in the end, to curſe both their laws 
and e, 8 OI 
When Antiochus, that curſed tyrant, had 
placed himſelf witch his judges on his tribunal, 
erected in a high place, with his armed ſoldiers 
adout him, he commanded the Hebrews to be 
dragged before him, and forced to eat ſwine's 
eſh, and partake of the ſacrifices ſlain to ima- 
ges, under pain, in caſe of refuſal, . to be 
liretched upon the wheel. Several were pre- 
ſently taken out of the promiſcuous multitude; 
ut a certain man named Eleazar, a prieſt by 
deſcent, by profefſion a lawyer, in an advanc'd 
8e, and known on account of his years, to 
ſeveral who ſtood round the tyrant, . was 
brought before him. Antiochus, when he faw 
im, ſaid, © Old man, I adviſe you, before you 
© brought to the queſtion, tb eat of ſwine's 
eſh, and conſult your own ſafety ; for I have 
compaſſion to you, for your age and grey hairs, 
which have graced: your head ſo long a time, 
ou cannot but know, that following the ſu- 
. derſfitions ries of the Jews is extreme weak- 
bels in you ; for I muſt be plain to tell you, 
' chiak ſo. Pray tell me the reaſon that makes 
| Ages averſe to eat the delightful fleſh of this 
70 


q. in the mean time, being ſuc- 


ciſed ſons,” were precipitantiy thrown from 


. 
. 
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© creature, when nature has provided it for our 
< ule? Tis certainly the mark of madneſs and 
© ſtupidity to fefuſe en Joying things that are 
© pleaſant, where, beſides, tis a wrong done to 
* nature, the beſt mother of all, thus to deſpiſe 
Ther gifts. But you will oblige me to look up- 
© on you, as one far more belorted, ſhould you 
© continue in this ridiculous notion of the truth; 
* and force me to diſregard all the torments you 
may endure. On the other hand, put from 
© your,, mind. this trifling and idle philoſophy of 
yours, and diſpel thoſe miſts of ignorance that 
«cloud your thoughts: Return ro ſentiments 
that become your age; apply to that virtue 
which is advantageous and profitable; and, in 
© the laſt place, think on and embrace my kind 
advice, and let your length of age bring com- 
© paſſion into your mind. This is what I would 
© have you think on, provided there is bur any 
God, that regards this ſuperſtition of yours; 
* for as you are forced to comply thus, certain- 
© ly he will the ſooner remit the offence.“ Af- 
ter the tyrant had made this ſpeech, in order 
to perſuade and invite Eleazar to the abomi- 
nable feaſt, he, having begg'd and obtain'd 
leave to ſpeak, thus began: We, Antiochus, 
who have obliged ourſelves to pay obedience 
© to the divine law, think that nothing worſe 
in the. world can befal us than to diſobey 
* our ſyſtem of laws: For hence it comes, 
©that we are thoroughly perſuaded that our 
© laws are no way to be infringed or violated by 
© us, even ſuppoling it were true, as you ima- 
* gine, that our laws were not divinely given 


aus, but that we believed them ſo by miſtake 


of opinion: Even, I fay, in ſuch caſe, we are 
« prohibited from changing or laying aſide the 
© opinion we have, once embraced of religion. - 
© Do not, therefore, think, that the ſin is trif= 
ling, to eat of things that are impure ; for 
© whether the law is tranſgreſſed in great or little 
things, the fin is equally the ſame, ſince the 
authority of the law 1s weakened either way. 
Our philoſophy and doctrine is meer ridicule 
with you, as though it did not ſquare juſtly or 
conveniently with reaſon ; yet it tells us how 
© to embrace temperance, in order to keep a 
© commanding hand over all our pleaſures and 
« defires : Ir affords us precepts of fortitude, in 
© order to ſuſtain all manner of labours with a 
voluntary inclination : Ir directs us to juſtice 
and piety, in order to worſhip magnificently 
and juſtly the true God, who is one. Where- 


A 


K K K 


fore we can by no means be induced to eat of 


© meats that are impure, ſince we ate very well 
« perſuaded that this law was originally divinely 
© conſtituted ; ſince we know, and have found 
© bur, that-the author of this law, who perfect- 


ly and juſtly was acquainted with our diſpoſi- 
© tion and natural inclination, allowed us to eat 
«© ſuch things which he thought convenient for 


© our ſouls; bur refuſed us the uſe of thoſe that | 
were repugnant thereto: It is, therefore, a 


© cruel and barbarous action, to force us not on- 


„ly to violate this law, but, alſo, to cat, that 
you may laugh at us for uſing impute meats, 


© which we account the moſt odious thing in the 


© world. But you ſhall never bring me to this 
« ridiculour ſtep, and I witneſs it before the ſa- 
©cred memory of my anceſtors ; no, not if you 


© tear my eyes, or ſtrip my bones. 1 am, yes, I 
9 ; 


am, 
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and, with 


friendſhip, partly amazed at hs 


_ cried aloud, * Forbid, forbid it, heaven 
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ach, cot et $ old Ahl jnfitai, bile that en- au tankt one's elk, 16 the yotinger Tort, an 


gion ca maké iny redſoh gtd yotrhg. | Let 
© the wheel by pal dach, a0 ptepars 0 ſuti- 
Gus fire ; for I will eber have fo much com- 
« pathon of thy old age, 45 tö abandon and de. 
fert os 1 of my country fot thit. O thiftreſs 
law, 1 Will hot fruſtrate thee; nor, O Ucateſt 
« contineticy, will 1 foffwedt thee : Neither, O 
« divine feafon 1 will 1 difhoiiour thee ; not, O 
© hain er prieſthood, add prudencé of the 
407 WI deny you: ! lth Mal my mouth, 
© at any time; throw a Flemish on benefable © 


agg, and a lit eohdusted by the pteſeripts 6 
ie 


20. Pute and inviolate ſhall thy forefa, 
e thers receive me; and thy torments, though 
to the infliing of death, ſhall not diſmay me, 
„Let your totmments and batbatity be exerciſed 


Loben ws never [0 cruelly, yet thou ſhall never 
e 


* conquer the ſentiments 
gion, Either by deeds or words.” 
"Eleazdr teturnitig this anſwer to the tyfant's 
exhortation, was dragg'd by the guards, who 
ſtood round, to the cruelleſt totnients.. in the 
firſt place, they pull'd off the old man's gat- 
ment, the venerable habit of his religion; an 
then, having bound both his hands behind him, 
unmetcifully ſcourg'd him, ati herald all the 
while ſhouting from an eminence, Obey the 
King's commands, Mean time, the valiant and 
truly great Eleazar ſuſtained his rorments as if 
he had beeri in a dream, without altering a tit- 
tle from his opinion. On the other hand, he 
took'd dire&ly towards heaven, while his fleſh 
was torn off, and the blood guſli'd from bim, 
and his ſides were broken with the ftripes : 
Yet when his body was ho longer able ro bear 
under the weight of his pains, he fell upon the 
ground, though teaſon, all the while, was im- 
moveable an unalterable. Upon this, one of 
the guards ran and kick'd him on the belly, to 
make him rife, The old man, though ſtruck 
thus, ſubmitted to his painful indi; ory with a 
vaſt bravery of mind: He ſcorned his ill uſage, 
bie conſtancy, ſuffered his in- 
tolerable ſtripes. Like a brave wreſtler, he 
conquered his perſecutors. The {ſweat now 
dropping down his cheeks, and having great 
diffeulty to draw his breath, his very tormen- 
tors began to ſtand in admiration at his extra- 


1 10 greatneſs of ſoul: They began to be 
b 


ntertalt of my reli- 


couched with compaſſion of his decriped age, 
partly being ſorry on account of his antient 


t his Conftancy. and 
unalterable mind ; upon which, ſome of the 
king's guards ſtepp'd up, and thus addreſs'd 
him: Why, Eleazar, do you inconſiderately and 


raſply thus Fprow 9081/4 upon theſe misfortunes. 
51 


and torments? Suffer-us to ſet ſwine's fleſb be- 
fore, you, which you are not ſcrupulous to taſte, 


and conſult your ſafety. But he, as Fong he 


ad been more diſhonoured by this advice, 

| | ven, that we; 
the poſterity of Abra ham, ſhould ſo far Uiſco- 
© yer our folly and madneſs, as baſely and dif- 
© henourably to live a ſcandal aud ignominy to 
© our dignity. For, methinks, tis contrary and 
© repugnant to reaſon, after a whole life even to 
© the laſt days of old age, ſpent agreeably to 
truth, with unalterable conſtancy and honour 


all the time, to change one's opinion at laſt, 


\ 


pull'd his fleſh off with pinch 


vine mind of the holy 


« extiiiphe of ittipiety, by edritg of forbidden 
things: To live the reminder of our lives iti 


* igriomiby and diſhohout, and give all mankind 
* ah gctäfton of riditiling us fot our timidit 
and Eqwatdice ; to be defpifed* by the ryran 
* himſelf, as Weak and infirm men, and not to 
* d6ſthdbitt laws to the laſt drop of blood we. 
© have. Therefore you, who derive yout original 
* from Aid bam, put your eohfidence in God, 
end teligioti and pidty move you to ſüflain 
© death vafläntiy, and with an undaunted mind. 
« And you, who are the king's guards, why 
, op you ſtand and loiter thus? 
Wien they faw him beat ahd deſpiſe the ter- 
ments, they had put him to, with fo muck 
contage, and greatneſs of ſbul, and that their 
compaiſion of him had no effect to work 4 
chainge in him, then 5A wy him upon fire, 
ulld with pinchers, and pour d in- 
to his noſttils ſtinking liquors. Sill he bravely 
underwent theſe paitis, and, when burnt to the 
very bone, and ready to expire, he lifted up 
his eyes to God, and ſaid, Thou truly knows, U 
God / that for thy laws, as the power is taben 


From ine, I die amidſt crael tormeuts and pains : 


Wherefore, be ſatisfied with my puniſhment, and 
be propitibas to thy nation; and let thy blood be 
an expiation for them, and receive my ſoul in the 
#0011 bf their ſouls. Which words, the moſt 
holy man had no ſooner ſaid, but he gave up 
the ghoſt, with great inttepidity ahd courape, 
in the midſt of his tormetits, and, to his laſt 
breath, made reaſon his ſupreme guide. Where- 


fote, it is plain, that pious and right 5 rea ſon 


has command over the paſſions: For if the paſ- 
ſions were miſtreſſes over reaſon, it would em 
but juſt that we ptoved this tule and command 
they had. But ſince reaſon doth conquer the 
paſſions, it is juſt that we allow it the printi- 
pality : And, indeed, it is moſt equitable, un- 
leſs we have a mind to appeat ridiculous, to 
confeſs thus the empire of reaſon, ſince it mo- 
derares thoſe troubles of ours that ate extrit- 


ſical, tay, not only thefe ttbubles, but it like- 


wiſe rules out pleaſures as I have ſhewh above, 
neither does it altogether ſubmit ro them. 
Ihe reaſon of our father Eleazar, like 2 
skilful pilot, belding the radder of the ſhip oi 
piety in the ſea of the paſions, toſs' d to and 
ro with the threateniags of the tyrant, and 
overwhelmed with the waves of torments; ne- 
ver changes the rudder of piety he has hold of, 
till he enjoys the haven of immortal victory 
with a ſtraight and proſpetous courſe. A ly 
beſieged with a great many vatious engines, it- 
ver is ufed to make ſuch teliftance as the di- 
Fltazar, expoſed i 
and hafraſs'd with cruel ſtripes and corments, 
which valianrly figltitig in defence of teaſe 
as valiatitly ſurmounted them. Our father Z, 
zar daſh'd in pieces with bis mind, 4s with 
rock, tlie mad and boiſtetous wiyes of the pi 
Hons. O prieſt, moſt Wörtliy of the facerdo | 

dignity! Neither didſt thou pollute thy fac 

teeth, nor contathinate thy betty with 1mpu 

meat, which was always accuſtomed to 50 — 

meais dedicated to God. O guardian of fe 
law! and follower of the divine word: 
ſuch it becomes holy factifices to be, my 


* 


1 
i 
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ſpire of death 40 toriterits, ate tlatermghied'to ro? hjtn 
aſſort ähd vindicate the law with theit blood 


and lives; Tliou, O father! haſt plotiouſly 
confirmed the equity bf out law, by thy petſe- 
verenee ald Tufetings: Thou Haft render'd dür 
rires thote conpicubuls, bit haff not abfogated 


ee, And thos; by realities And deeds, hai 


eſtabliſhed the preteþts and dbEtrine of our 
divine philoſophy. © O brave old man! ſape- 
riot to torments; and O reverend fire? above 
the force; of the raging flame: O Eleazar 
bor mighry king Heer the palions. As our 
fire Anron ran with the incehſe in his Hand, 
through the fire that was deſtroying the people, 


and overcame the deſtroying angel, ſo, in like 


manner; did Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, ſtea- 
dily adhete to reafon, ', though melted with the 
fire : And, what was moſt furprizing, he, tho? 
advanced in age, the'vigbur of his body worn 
our, his delt Toofthel:” And his nerves grow 
ſtiff, yet, with the force of teaſon, diſcovere 
in his mind and ſoul an youthful warmth, an 
manly ſtrength. O happy old age! O teveren 
grey hairs, and ſanctified life! that gave teſti- 


fore, ik an old man, purely to aſſert piety and 
religion, deſpiſed the chief of torments, even 
to death it ſelf, it conſequently follows, nor 
can be ſcrupled, that right atid holy reaſon has 
the ſuperiority over the paſſions: vi 
likely, ſome will object, and ſay, that all peo- 
ple have not ſufficient capacity to maſter their 
paſſions ; for thar all are not bleſs'd with a pru- 
dent reaſon : Only that they who apply them- 
ſelves to a religious and devout life, are the 
perſons who ſtrive all they can to become poſ- 
ſeſſors of this prudent reaſon, and ate the ſole 
perſons who can maſter their paſſions. Whence 
it follows, they ſitppoſe, that there is no ma- 


terial diffetence in the Weakneſs of reaſon: For 


1 2 every calamity and hardſhip for vir- 
tue's 1 


in both wiſe and valiant, and maſtets of their 
paſſions, eee, ie dee 

From this very conſideration it is, that even 
young men, who had etnbraced 4 pious notion 
of re iglon, proved fupetior to torments hea- 
vier than the former. When the tyrant ſaw 


be could not force the old mati to eat of the 


orders for othets f the Hebrew captives to be 


brouglit before fim; cho, provided they eat 
of the impute maödt, were ko bse fet ar liberty ; 


but, on refuſing to comply. therewith, to be 


put to cruelter rorments. Accordingly, on the 
tyrant's command, ſeven ſons, with their an- 


nete of excellent ſhape of body, vallant, pi- 


dus, and every way to be admited. Fhele che 
tyrant no ſooner faw, © with their mothet in tbe 
middle, as a datice, but he was pleated with 
; the fight, and could hot but greatly admire 

— fine make and graceful depottment. He 
miled pleaſingly upon chem, and callliis them 


| 1 life ! that gave tefti- © my inclination, to deſtroy every one © 
mony of ſo illuſtrions a death. Now, there 


But, very 


% 
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to hit, 7 0 endeavoured to foften them with 
theſe words : © Handſome and excellent young. 

men, 1 am both ih love and admiration with, 

© the dignity of your ſei&rat petſons; your 
number gives ne extraordinary farisfa&tion, 

* and I would be the petfon to adviſe you, 
©not only to baniſh any thoughts of imitating 
© the madneſs of the old mari who has been 
* tortured before you, but, alſo, to obey me 
* itt what I ſay, and fo ptocure my favour : 


För as 1 can chaſtiſe thoſe who difobeym 


© orders, {o I can heap my favouts on thoſe 
Who comply with my commands. Where- 
« fote; be it yout duty to gratify me in Chat 
« I deſire of you, that ſo I may conſtitute you 
* priices and governors in my kingdom; by 
* reJinquiſhing the cuſtoms of your country, 
© and forſaking its rites, and by coming over 
© to the Grecian laws, which may give you un- 
© interrupted liberty to enjoy ill the delights 
«© of your youth. But if you raiſe up my re- 
* ſentment againſt you by your contumacy 
© and obſtinacy you will force me 1 
ou 
« with direful and heavy torments. Bar“ at 
© leaſt, take compaſſion of yourſelves, whom 
© 1, your enemy, pity you for your youth and 
beauty: Neither think that your diſobedi- 
* ence will be any otherwiſe rewarded, but by 
©4 moſt terrible death.“ He had no ſooner 
ſaid theſe words, but he commanded the tor- 
ments to be brought into the middle of them, 
to ſee if fear, at leaſt, would force them to ear 
of the forbidden meat. The guards having 
now brought the wheels, rods, hooks, rakes, 
racks, caldrons, cages, gridirons, catapultæ, 
iron manacles, wedges, aid bellows, the ty- 
rant thus ſpoke : © Young men, dread the con- 
«© ſequences ; doubtleſly you will forgive your- 


© ſelves, for paying adoration to a deity, by 


© being conipelled to violate his law.“ Ha- 
ving heard this artful inſinuat ion of the tyrant, 


and ſceing the dreadful racks and torments be- 


fore them, they were ſo far from being terri- 


fied at the conſequence of a denial, that they 
s fake, would” not maſter their” paſſions | 
when religion Is in the caſe? Such, certainly, 


cried aloud, in anſwer to the tyrant's words, 
and by the force of their prudent reaſon made 
themſelves ſuperior to all his threats. What 
© are our ſentiments? ſaid they, If ſome a- 
© mong them were diſpirited, and heartleſs, 
© what words do we ſappoſe beſt to fit them? 
© What, not ſuch as theſe? O miſerable and 


| hen th ant 15 © fooliſh we! when the king of his own ac- 
himſelf foiled ar this firſt ſtruggle, and that 


© cord adviſes us to accept of his favour, and 


* ſave outſelves. © Should we refuſe to regard 
prohibited mear,he was in a vaſt tage, and gave his command, why do we glory in our filly 
opinion, and raſhly give into a diſobedient 
* temper, that will prove prejudicial to us? 


© Say,. my brothers, are not totments very 
* dreadful, and the threats of pains and racks 


very heavy? Is not this frivolous glory we 
| | © embrace, and this deſtructive arrogance we 
cent mother, were brought, befote bim, Who 


© entertain ſometimes, to be thrown aſide ? 
© Let our young years plead once for us, and 


© let the thought, that we have of an aged mother 
© eigroſs at leaſt our minds. Nay, let a feri- 


ou corifideration fill our thoughts, that on 
© our diſobedience our preſent death depends, 
©the divine vengeatice will pardon us, becauſe 
© we afe forced to ſtand in awe of the = 
| We, 
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* Why ſhould we deprive ourſelyes ſo ſoon of 
the enjoyment of this precious life? Or why 
* ſhould we rob ourſelves of the pleaſures of this 
© entertaining world? Let us nor {ſtruggle a- 

gainſt the ſtream, or oppoſe our difficulties ; 

© neither let us pretend to acquire reputation, 
or a character, from ſuſtaining torments that 
* we may avoid, The law is far from puniſh- 
© ing with death, when we, through tear of 
© rorment, act againſt our inclination. Whence,. 
© therefore, ariſes this diſobedience and ſtub- 


/ 


© bornneſs in our breaſts? And to what purpoſe 


e does this reſolution to ſuſtain death, actuate 
© us; when, if we obey the king, we may live 
* ſecurely and comfortably 2* Bur theſe were 
words which thefe young men, on point of 
being put to the rack, neither ſpoke, nor fo 
much as thought of ; for the conſideration of 
the racking pains they were going to endure, 
little affected their minds; and they triumph- 
ed in their breaſts over their impending miſ- 
fortunes : For the tyrant commanding them 
ro eat of the forbidden fleſh, they, with one 
mouth, and, as it were, from one ſpirit, made 
„/ ooo nn a, 

© Why do you thus delay, O tyrant? You 
© ſhou'd ſee what you do; tor *tis convenient, 
that death is a thouſand times more eligible 
© ro us, than the violations of thoſe laws and 
* cuſtoms we have been brought up to embrace. 
A veneration for the memory of out anceſtors, 
« ſpurs us to this, even ſuppofing we were in- 


©clined to believe that the violation of our laws 


© was to be diſpenſed with, and the authority 
© of our. counfellor Merpes was not to be de- 
© pended upon, Neither do you, tyrant, who 
are our implacable enemy, compaſſionate us 
© more. than we do ourſelves, ' For cur opinion 
js, that your pity to give us our Tives on ſuch 
ſhameleſs and diſhonourable conditions, is 
* worſe by far than death itſelf. You throw your 
* menaces, in order to terrily us, by denouncing 
our death by torments, as though what E/ca- 
ar has ſo lately ſuffered was trifling, and of 
© no fignificancy. Now if the Hebrew old men, 
« purely.to rye themſelves immaculate and 
'© juſt, can ſuſtain the violence ot being put to 
the torment : It follows, and is certainly more 
*© reaſonable to think; that we, who have the 
bloom of youth upon us, fhould not be awed 
© by the rigour of your. puniſhments, which the 
© old man, our brave example, ſurmounted ; but 
© that we fhould bravely lay down our lives. 
Therefore, tyrant, make the experiment upon 
© us; but take care from ſuppoſing that our 


* fouls ſhall receive damage, by your taking a- 


way from us our lives, which we facrifice for 
religion's ſake; or that you can, by all the 
kinds of torments you can inflièt upon us, pre- 
« judice that immaterial and immortal being. 
For the famous action we ſhall commit in thus 
© yaliantly dying, and the extraordinary patience 
and ſufferance we fhall teſtify under our tor- 
* ments, will be rewarded ſuitably to the great 
virtue we fhall profeſs. We ſhall be with 
© God, in whoſe cauſe we ſufter ; but, on the 
© other hand, you, for the inhuman and barba- 
© rous taking away of our lives, ſhall inherit, 


© by the unalterable determination of the ſame 


Cod, an endleſs puniſhment, from eternal tor- 


* 


at their contumacy, and how he burn'd at their 


it. Bis bones and joints. being now broke, the 


vincible ſoul, as if he had been tranſlated to 


man had no ſooner uttered theſe words, but 
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ments.“ Which words being no ſooner out of 
their mouths, but how the tyrant was enrag*d 


ingratitude |, Immediately the guards, being 
commanded, brought the eldeſt, and, having 
torn his garment from his back, tied his hands 
and arms behind him with ropes, and then cru- 
elly ſcourging him, they continued their laſhes 
till they were tir'd, but could avail nothing: 
Upon which, they put him on the wheel, 
where having his body extended, at length 
he was broke to pieces; and, at the laſt, thus 
addreſs d the tyrant : * Cruelleſt of tyrant, thus 
* he, and the bittereſt enemy of the divine ju- 
* tice, you do not torment me in this manner as 
one guilty of homicide or impiety, but an aſ- 
* {erter and defender of the ſacred law.“ Then 
the guards ſaid, *© Say that thou wilt eat, ſo 
* ſhalt thou obtain reſpite from thy torments.” 
To whom he ſaid, © Think not, bafe men, /ay's 
* he, that your wheel is ſtrong enough to choak 
© my reaſon ; break my limbs in pieces, burn 
my fleſh, diſtort my arteries : For all the tor- 
© ments you ſhall. infliet on me ſhall convince 
* you that the Hebrew youth are the ſole perſons 
© that are invincible in propagating virtue.“ Up- 
on, theſe words, they put fire under him, and 
forced the wheel with greater ſtrength ; upon 
this, the wheel was beſprinkled all over with 
blood, and the heap of fire put out with the 
recking gore that ran into it, and the beam of 
the torturing engine had the fleſh cleaving:to 


* 


valiant youth, the worthy ſon of his father A. 
braham, never ſo much as ſighed or groaned, 
but bore all his tormeuts with a brave and in- 
immortality in the midſt of the flames. Ne- 
© yer abandon me, my brothers, cried he with 
© a loud voice, nor falſiſy the brayery of me 
your brother, but fight the ſacred and noble 
* battle of piety, through which the provi- 
© dence of a juſt and merciful God, which has 
© been propitious to our nation, ſhall avenge 
© itſelf on the cruel tyrant.” The holy young 


he gave up the ghoſt: At which, every one 
were in the greateſt admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment that could be imagined, - But the guards 
went to the ſecond brother, and, by reaſon dt 
bis age, brought him before the tyrant: They 
 fix'd his hands in manacles of iron, and then 
faſten'd him to a catapulta, with exceeding 
ſnarp hooks upon it. Before they put him to 
the rack, they ask'd him to eat, but were au- 
ſwered, with a brave and valiant reſolution, 9 
die ſooner than do it. Upon which, they tote 
off his fleſh with iron pinchers, from his te!- 
dons to his chin, and with cards pull'd off tir 
skin of his head. Yet all this torture he bole 
with an unparallell'd bravery, and greatnels o 
ſoul. How ſweetand pleaſant, /aid he, is an for 
© of torment, when the religion of my county 
© is in the caſe! O moſt cruel of tyrants, 15% 
© your reſolution to put me to more exqut 
© pains, when you ſee, yourſelf, how.your 7 
© rannick aims are conquered by the ſuffer 
© we endure for our religion? The com 
flow ing from virtue, alleviate the hat 


* 


— 
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© tyrant, the dread ful load of your impiety ſhall al entmy fo virtue; religion, und mankind /.. 


tall on your head, and the divine, vengeance. 
« will one time ox other find you aut. 


Thus, the ſecond, making a glorious icataſ- 


trophe, the third qua produced, and ſollicited, | 
with abundance, of intreaties, to, taſte and pre- we live up according to the preſcription of his 
ſerve his lite. But he ſaid, What, don't g 


know t hat I am a ſou of the ſame father, and 
that the ſame mot hen broug ht me into the world? 
Three are already dead, and the ſame inftitts. 
tions were taught us all. But I wilhonever: 
break the glorious hand of fraterual alliance be- 
tween US, This freedom of ſpeech gauled the 
tormentors, who ſtretched his hands and feet 
on the horſe- engine, and broke them to pieces, 
by pulling them through the holes; his fingers, 
arms, legs, and thighs, were uſed in the ſame. 
manner; but when: the tormentors found: that, 
theſe methods were ineffectual to deprive him 
of life, they pull'd off his skin, and then, pla- 
cing him on the wheel, his eye-lids were torn 
off, to make him ſee his own fleſh,pull'd from 
him, and the big ſtreams of blood that guſhed 
out ot him. But being juſt on givi 


torments and cruelties which we ſuffer for the 


cauſe of virtue, and our. divine laue But re- 


member, that you ſhall endure an everlaſting.pus 
niſLment for this impiety and parricide of thine. 
Thus he being dead, equally glorious with his 
preceding brothers, the fourth was produc'd:by 


the guards, who. cried aloud, You, too, are pio- 


ſoned with the ſame ſenſeleſs opinion as your bro- 
ihers were. Upon this, he ſaid, Your fare has 
not ſo much heat in it, as to makei me; deſpond, 
or renounce my opinion. I ſolemulp ſwear, by 
the happy exit of: my» brothers, by the; eternal de- 
firution of the tyrant, and the. glorious life of 
the pions, that I will nat renounce the magnani- 
mity and valour of my. brothers. Invent and 
bring thy torments, tyrant, and make the expe- 
r1ment upon me,whether or no I am-a branch be- 
longing to thoſe brothers. of mine who have ſuf- 
fered death underneath thy. moſt cruel torments. 
Antiochus, on hearing theſe words, was exceſ- 
lively enraged ; a wild ſternneſs glared in his 
looks, and all the force of paſſion was viſible in 


his countenance; He gave immediate orders to 


cut out his tongue. To which he anſwer'd; You 
may cut out the inſhrument that gives me utte- 
rance, but God has ears to hear the filent. Lo.“ 
here is my tongue, come and cut it out; te or you 
cannot, by this act, deprive me of reaſon. With 
a glad mind, and joyous heart, we ſuffer our 
members to be cut from us, to ſupport the cauſe 
our God, and religion And though you tate 
way the tongue which chaunts the praiſes of 
Gas religion, remember, that his lick hand” 
will very ſoon let its vengeance fall down upon 
Jour head, Thus he was taken away by the 
corments of the mercileſs tyrant, Wheteup- 
M, the fifth jump'd into the middle, and ſaid, 
; abe ready your torments, for I am here ro 
15 to ſuffer the worſt you can do, or inflitf on 
on 45 came voluntarily, and of my own 
7% % ko, die in the cauſe of virtue, and, 
1 1 cruel cataſtrophe, to procure an end- 
"4 puniſhment for the infinite cruelties, 
. mvuman barbarities, you bade com- 


- on the bedies of my brothers. O mor- 
0 


; | up the 
ghoſt, O mercileſs tj rant, ſays he, theſe. are the 


what have tue dove; or. wherein'tranſgreſs*d, to 
. deſerve. this unheard-of treatment, aud inbuma—-— 
nity? Da not mne worſhip God 1 juſtly, ho was 
the founder of this univerſal ſcene 2 do not 


moi holy Inaw £\Which-are things that ought to be 
. rewarded, and not puniſhed, The tormentors 
hearing him ſpeak thus, bound and dragg'd him 
to a catapulta, to which faſtening his ænees in 
iron rings, they ſtretch'd him round the engine, 
and then broke his joints. Being miſerably 


tortur'd in this manner, he ſpoke aloud, O 


© tyrant | you do us the greateſt honour; againſt 
© your own inclination ; for the glorious tor- 
ments you inflict upon us, only ſerve to teſ- 
- © tify our extraordinary love for our laws and 
religion.“ After he” was dead, the ſixth 
young man was brought before Antiochus, who 
asked him if he would eat, and preſerve his 


lite. But he made anſwer, Tis true, indeed, 


* that J am younger than my brothers, but my 
mind and reſolution is the ſame with theirs. 
We had all of us the ſame parents, and the 
© ſame inſtruction, and it is but neceſſary that. 
© we ſhould all die alike for them. There- 
fore, if you are determined to put me to 
© the torment, on my refuſal to eat, torment 
me.“ So ſaying, they faſten'd him to the 
wheel, on which, having put his body to the 
full ſtretch, they pull'd his members from it, 
one after another, then tore off his eye-lids, 
and, with a ſlow fire put under him, miſerably 
ended his life in that manner. Beſides this, 
they applied red-hot pincets to his back, bor'd 
through his ſides and bowels, and ſo moſt bar- 


baroully roaſted him to death. But he, in the 


midſt of his torments, cried aloud: OO brave 
© conflict, and the beauty of virtue! for the 
© defence of which, ſo many brothers of us 
© have voluntarily ſubmitted to ſo many cruel 
*.torments. O tyrant! let me acquaint you, 
<- that the profeſſion” of virtue is nvincible. 
For my part, I will accompany my brothers, 
and, relying on my own pröbity as my de- 
© fence, now ſubmit to death. But you, ty- 
rant, muſt not think to avoid a puniſhment 
c which your cruelties deſerve; for a death, 
attended with the worſt and moſt dreadful ot - 
© torments, hangs over your head. Six ob us 
young men, O' miſerable inventor of cruel- 
ties! and mortal enemy of the truly pious : 
© have proved ſuperior to all the inhumanities 
© and barbarities you could deviſe * There is 
© nothing' more in gining this conqueſt over 
© you, than to make you incapable of gaining 
over our reaſon by your artitices'and perſua- 
* flons; and puttiüg the power out of your 
© hands of forcing us to eat of prohibited 
< meat. As for your fire, it feels cold to us, 
< your totmenting engines are far from giving 
cus paths; and all the violence you can tiſe us 
© with, is fruitle(s, ' and of no conſequence : 
For io long as hot tyrants, but aſlertors of 
© our divine law, eſpouſe our cauſe, we retain 
© a reaſon that not all the world and its pu- 
© niſhments can ſubdue.” - © FE FC HI 
Upon this, being thrown into a boiling cal- 
dron, he made a glorious and happy exit; and 
the ſeventh brother, who was the youngeſt of 
N all, 


his brothers had been very warm in intreating 


* r 
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all, appeared. Him the tyrant ſeem'd to have 
ſome pity and compaſſion for; and though all 


him to ſuffer with them, yer when the tyranr 
ſaw him bound, he order'd him to be brought 
nearer him, and endeavour' d to ſooth and bring 
him over with theſe words: Tou ſee what 
kind of deaths your brothers have undergone, 
but their diſobedience: and contumacy have 
been the ſole means of all their torments 
and the cruelties they have ſuſtained. : And 
yet you, if you do not obey my commands, 
thall be expoſed to the ſame, nay, worſe tor- 
ments, and ſo ſuffer an immature death: But 
it you comply with my deſires, I will take 
you into the number of my friends; you 
ſhall have a conſiderable poſt in my kiug- 
dom, and be a governor in the ſtate.“ Such 
words as theſe, Antioc hus made uſe of to gain 
the young man over: He ſent for his mother, 
to ſee if the ſenſe of having loſt ſo many ſons 
would not influence her. to intercede for this 
ſon's ſafety, and make him comply with his 
meaſures. But his mother ſpeaking to him in 
the Hebrew tongue, exhorted him to ſuffer, as 
we ſhall ſhew hereafter, in the ſequel. Upon 
which, he cried aloud, © Take my fetters off, - 
for I have ſomething to communicate to the 
© king and all his friends.“ The king and his 
nobles about, hearing the promiſe which the 
young man made, were, full of extraordinary 
gladneſs, and ordered him to have his chains 
knock*d off immediately. Upon which, draw- 
ing near, Impious and curſed tyrant, /aid he, 
© have you no fears or apprehenſions on your 
© mind, after having received from God the 
« riches and kingdom you enjoy, thus to put 
© to death his ſervants, and torment his wor- 
< ſhippers? Which cruelties ſhall be rewarded 
© with an eternal puniſhment from rhe hands of 
© the divine vengeance; a puniſhment, I lay | 
© that will never abandon or forſake you? IS 
your conſcience. touch'd with no ſcruples, in- 
© human monſter, as you are a man, thus to 
« deprive of their tongues thoſe who ſhare a- 
«© like the ſame nature and paſſions with you, 


* 
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and who are born of the ſame elements, and 


© thus put innocent perſons to cruel torments, 
© and take away their lives in the moſt unmer-- 
« ciful and barbarous manner. They have un- 
« dergone a glorious and valiant death, and 
© ſhewn how much their piety and obſervance 
© was for the maintaining of God's religion: 
© Whereas you, wicked man, ſhall yet be ex- 
© poſed to ills you little dream of, for unjuſtly 
© taking away the lives of thoſe who were 
© worſhippers of the ſupreme being. For this 
* reaſon, I will ſuffer death, and, in my laſt 
© pangs, diſcover how much my deſire was to 
© follow the brave example of my brothers. I 
beg and intreat the God of my fathers, that 
© he would be propitious and merciful to our 
* nation; but that he may chaſtiſe you while 
« you live, and, after death, that yaur puniſh- 
ment may be augmented.' Having finiſhed 
this prayer, he threw himſelf into the boiling 
caldron, and ſo gave up the ghoſt. | 
Now, therefore, if theſe ſeven brothers 
could chus ſurmount the greateſt pains and tor- 


ſlightly), we are bound to acknowledge, with 


ſuffered, that as they made ſo ſmall account of 


ers, jetting out in ſome harbours of the ſea, 


with the harbour of piety, aſſwages and re- 


gether, they exhorted one another to ſuffer, by 


the defence of our laws; let us imitate the 
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ments that can be imagined;it muſt conſequent- 
ly follow, and it cannot but be confeſſed, that 


a right and holy reaſon is miſtreſs over the paſ- 
ſions.” ' Had they eaten of the forbidden meat, 
and ſo have proved themſelves dependant on 
their paſſions, we ſhould then grant they had 
entirely loſt their victory: But ſince they com- 


bated theſe paſſions by a right and judicious uſe 
of reaſon (for we cannot in juſtice paſs over it 


abundance of praiſe to the holy martyrs that 


the moſt. dreadful torments; ſo reaſon never 
more diſcovered its dominion over the ſubject 
paſſions, than in theſe inſtances. | Like as tow- 


break the waves that daſh againſt them, and 
afford a ſafe ſtation to ſhips, ſo reaſon, the tower 
and defence of theſe young men, being fortified 


ſtrains the impetuoſity of the paſſions. When 
the holy company of theſe young men were to- 


ſaying, © Brothers, let us die like brothers, in 


© brave example of the three Afſprian youths, 
© who made nothing of the furnace, that was 
© equal to theſe. torments. In fighting the 
© cauſe of virtue, let us never deſpair, nor 
© once be caſt down.“ And another faid, 
Aſſume a couragious heart, my brother, and 
© ſuffer all with an inſurmountable bravery of 
mind.“ And others of them brought ancient 
facts to memory. Remember whence you 
«© derive your original, and by the hand of 
* what father Iſaac could: ſuffer death in the 
© caule of piety.“ Then each would mutu- 
ally, and ſometimes all at once, look at one an- 
other with a glad and intrepid countenance: 
© Letus, /aid they, heartily conſecrate our bo- 
«© dies to God, who gave us life, and was the 
© author of our ſouls; and let us lend them 
ein the defence of his law. Let us not be 
© any. way diſmayed at him who thinks to kil 
our bodies; for be aſſured, that they vb 
© infringe and violate the precepts of the di- 
© vine law, run the riſque ct eternal puniſh- 
ment hereafter. Wherefore let us arm oil 
© ſelves with the authority and dominion whici 
divine reaſon maintains over the paſſion ; {0 
© the end, that when we are dead, Abram 
© Tſaac, and Jacob, may receive us into til 
© boſoms, and we obtain praiſe from. all glu 
© fathers.” Moreover, when any, one amo 
them was taken away, the reſt would % 
© Brother, do not dithonour us, neither elu# 
© the expectation of your brothers who hat 
© already ſuffered death: I ſuppoſe that hol 
© of you are ſtrangers to the influence th 
© is in brotherly blood of conciliating la 
© which the providence of the moſt wile a 
© hath vouchſafed to impart to parents, 4 
© they to their ſons. - This influence exiſt ; 
our mother's womb, wherein we brothe!s* 
* iſted an equal time, wherein we welC 
© oned at the ſame time, and formed 
* ſame ſpace; we were made of the 4 
© blood, endowed with the ſame ſoul aud 
* culties, brought to light at the ſamé uy 10 
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of time; who ſuck'd thoſe rivulets of milk 


A 


nurſed by the ſame hand, received the ſame 


* 


9 


us determined to preſerve a mutual deſire of 


maintaining God's honour and religion. - 


Thus, I fay, was the love of theſe brothers 
cemented to one another, and thus lovingly and 
affectionately did they embrace one another: 
For having been inſtituted under the ſame laws, 
lcarn'd to embrace the fame virtues, and 
brought up in the ſame holy courſe of life, 
their love was the more vehement, their mu- 
tual and reciprocal deſire to maintain honeſty 


and fidelity/ encreaſed, their concord and una- 


nimity, and their piety and religious ſentiments 
were a conſideroble help to augment their bro- 
therly charity. Notwithſtanding, though the 
force of nature, of alliance, and of their ſin- 
cerity, heightened the impulſe of their mutual 
love : Vet theſe brothers who remained, purely 
to vindicate the cauſe of piety, could look on 
their brothers all the while ney were ſo baſely 
handled, and cruelly to- mented. N 
But this was not all: They not only excited 
one another to ſuffer theſe terrible conflicts, ſo 
as to make them ſurmount all the pains they 
might be put to, but, alſo, were the cauſe that 
their brothers, during their torments, bore every 
thing with an aſtoniſhing eaſe. O the noble 
reſult of reaſon, greater than the majeſty of 
kings, and freer than liberty it ſelf ! O the ſa- 
cred and ſweer harmony in vhis ſtruggle of the 
ſeven brothers for the maintaining of piety ! 
Not one of them was obſerved to betray any 
fears, nor to have any ſcruples, on going to 
die; but all, with one accord, as if they were 
going a journey to immortality, embraced 
death willingly amidſt their torments. Like 
as the hands and feet obey the motions of the 
mind, and ſo dire& themſelves; even ſo did 
theſe moſt holy young men, from a motive of 
immortal piety, or of the ſoul, conſent to die 
on its cauſe. O the inviolable agreement of the 
ſeren brothers! As the creation of the world 
took up ſeven days about piety; ſo theſe ſeven 
young men danc'd round the number ſeven, a- 
bove the thoughts of fear or puniſhment. 'The 
melancholy ſufferings of theſe young martyrs, 
when we come to hear them, ſtrike us with 
horror and amazement; whereas they not only 
could endure to look on all the while, liſten to 
the direful menaces and threatenings of the 
tyrant, but endure their hardſhips and ſuffer- 


| gs. with a conſtant bravery. and greatneſs of 


mind: Nay, when they were ſo much ſcorch'd 
and burnt with the violence of the flames, that 
nothing can be conceived more terrible ? For 
the force of the fire, as being ſwift and rapid, 
looner diſſolved the members of their bodies. 

or ought you to make any wonder in this 
matter, namely, that reaſon in man ſhould 
we the dominion over his paſſions, when the 
mind of a woman contemned more cruelties 
than theſe, and of a different nature : For the 
mother of theſe ſeven young men had ſo much 
preſence of mind; as to be a ſpectator all the 


flowing from the ſame fountains, Who were 


education, were always acquainted and fa- 
©. miliar together, inſtructed in the ſame te- 
nets and diſcipline; and, laſt of all, all of 
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while her children were put to the tormenet. 
You will eaſily perceive. how great natural af 
fection is, and how diffuſive to one's offspripg, 
which generally incites one to ſeize every thing 
fer their defence; when btute animals have a 
t incture of the ſame affection and love for their 
young, as mankind. Thus do birds that build 
their neſts in the roofs of houſes, endeavour to 
defend their young; and thoſe that hatch on 
the tops of mountains, or in the rocks of val- 
lies, in trees, or caves, ſtrive to drive away 
that which approaches them: And though they 
may not have ſufficient power to do ſo, yet by 
flying round about, which is the meer reſult 
ot natural love, and chirping, they ſeem to 
give their young all the aſſiſtance they can. 
But there is no neceſſity of producing examples 


of brute animals, to confirm this love for their 


young; when the very bees, at the time they 
are employed about making their honey, re- 
venge themſelves on thoſe who approach 'em, 
by throwing a ſting, like a dart, at them, tho? 
death. 1s. the fatal conſequence of this revenge. 
Notwithſtanding the mother of theſe young 
men, with a reſolution like that of Abraham, 
ſeem'd not any way concern'd for her ſons, all 
the time they were under torment. 

O reaſon ! thou tyrant over the paſſions ! de- 
ſtruEtive to the care of children; and O piety ! 


more lovely to a mother than her ſons! though 


the tyrant propoſed two things to the mother, 
namely, that her religion and ſeven ſons ſhould 
be preſerv d; yet the preferr'd that religion 
which leads to an eternal life and happineſs 


with God. O what way hall ] take to expreſs 


and deſcribe the tender and moving affection of 
parents towards their children! eſpecially when 
mothers, on any little. accident happening to 
them, commonly grieve more than their fathers. 
For by how much the more women are of a 
weaker nature, and conſequently more inclin'd 
to love what is born by them, by ſo much is 
their affect ion to them the more. Bur the mo- 
ther of theſe ſeven children far excell'd all o- 


ther mothers in her love to her ſons : For hav- 


ing ſuſtained the courſe of ſeven births, and by 
that means, as it were, forced to preſerve an 
infinite love for them; and having undergone 
ſeveral pains and anxictics for each, which ſeem- 
ingly ſhould have fill'd her with compaſſion, 
yet ſhe choſe rather to have the fear of God to 
conduct her, and conſequently made no account 
of the preſervation or lives of her ſons. Bur 
theſe were not all the reaſons that induc'd her 
to this: The extraordinary virtue of her ſons, 


their fidelity, their vaſt attachment to the laws, 


and their ſtrict obſervance of them, endeared 
her ſons more in her breaſt.” Beſides this, they 


_ were uit, and continent, temperate, and vali- 
ant; and ſuch lovers of their mother and theic 


brothers, that, if the former but deſired it, they 


would undergo death for ber, and in the de- 
fence of the law. 


But ſetting aſide that the 
mother had ſo many, and ſuch extraordinary 
reaſons to love her ſons, which might have 
drawn her to compaſſion of them; yet not all 
the exquiſite pains and cruelties they were ex- 
pos'd to, could once divert the opinion and re- 
ſolution ſhe had form'd within her breaſt. Bo 
f wit 
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with exhortatons and intreaties ſhe kept all 
the while ſpeaking to all her ſons; and adviſing! 
them to undergo death in the cauſe of their re- 

ligion. O moſt ſanctified nature! and the per- 
ſuaſive love of a mother! O moſt indulgent in- 

telligence ! nurſing and inſurmountable ſoul of 
this excellent woman. Though ſhe was an eye- 
witneſs, all the time, of the torments inſſicted 
on each of her ſons; yet the cauſe of piety: en- 
groſſed her ſoul, and ſtill ſhe maintain' d the 
ſincerity of her intentions: She ſaw her ſons 
fleſh' roaſted with fire; their fingers and) toes 
fall down on the ground, and palpitate; the 
fleſh'of their heads tern off, and their skin 
bared to their ſhins, all lying at her feet; O 


mother! that felt greater pangs of ſorrow now 


than ſhe ever expierencd at bringing them into 
the world! O woman! the only one that made 
a perfect piety thy guide! Thou ee ſighs 
at ſeeing thy eldeſt expire: The ſecond giving 


up the ghoſt amidſt his torments, was not able 


to draw a tear from thy eyes; neither could; 
the third in his laſt terrible moments. And, 

more than this, thou conſtantly gaz'd upon each 
and ſa w their eyes ſtare grimly, in the midſt 
of their torments. Their fleſh was burnt from 
their bones, hands were laid upon hands that 
were cut off, heads thrown upon heads, and 

bodies upon bodies. You ſaw the place, laſtiy, 
that before had been danced upon by your ſons 
in mirth and pleaſure, made now the melan- 
choly ſcene of ſo many inhuman butcherings; 
and, notwithſtanding theſe, you never once ſhed. 
a tear. The ſongs of the rens, though ne- 
ver fo bewitching, or the enchanting melody of- 
ſwans, were not perſuaſive to your ears, as the 
voices of your ſons in the midſt of their tor- 
ments calling upon you. Say, what, and how 
great muſt the internal torments be of the mo- 


| ther, when her ſons were extended on wheels, 


and thrown into red-hot pans. But a pions 
and glorious reaſon, though ſurrounded with 
the waves of the paſſions, put into her ſoul a 
manly fortitude, which brought her to teject a 
momentary kindneſs for her ſons, though the 
was the mother of all ſeven, and was an eye- 
witneſs of their deſtruction, and had feen from 
the beginning to the laſt period, ſo many va- 
rious kinds of torments: Yet this noble and 
generous mother, by a confidence and firm truft 
the put in God, ſhewed how ſuperior ſhe was. 


She faw within her mind, as in a ſenate, thoſe 


grave councellors ; namely, on one fide nature, 


procteation, and the love of her children ; and 
on the other, their torments: And, as their 
mother, ſhe held the two accounts of her ſons, 
She did not vouchſafe 
to her ſeven ſons that which was white for a 
ſhort time; but, as a daughter of the holy A. 
braham, ſhe brought to remembrance his con- 
O mother of our na- 
tion! protectreſs of our law! the bulwark of apprehended with thy 

iety! and who maſtered the conteſt that wor- 
ked within thy bowels! .O thou that art more 

atient than man, and fitted with more forti- 
tude than he, to ſuffer and undergo difficulties | 
For as the ark of Noe, in the deluge which o- 
verſpread the whole world, bore with force a- 
gainſt the raging and boiſterous waves; ſo you 


the mortal and the ſafe. 


ſtancy and perſeyerance. 


4 


= 
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tod, O guardianeſs of the law! toſs'd on every 
ſide with the deluge: of the paſſions, andthe 
torments of your ſons, as with the moſt violent 
winds, braveiy bore up, for the ſake of piety 
and religion, againſt the fierceneſs-of a dread- 
ful tempeſt. f #34 44: | | T2238 
Now, therefor E, if a» Woman, and one old, 
and the mother of ſeven ſons, was able to look 
on her children, and ſee them rackꝭ di and⸗tor- 
mented to death; it is manifeſt; and clearly e- 
vident, that pieus reaſon is the queen and ſo- 
vereign over the paſſions. Upon the whole, 
we take it that it has been ſufficiently proved 
by us hitherto, that not only men have maſter'd 
vaſt-difficulties; but; alſo, that a woman con- 
quer'd the worſt of pains by it. The lions, a- 
mong whom Daniel was thrown, were got ſo 
fierce; neither was Miſael's ſurnace, tho heat- 
ed with the moſt raging fires, ſo hot as that 
force - of nature which directed the breaſt of, 
this valiant mother to the love of her children; 
who being an eye-witneſs all the time her ſons, | 
were put to their exquiſite torments; yet; by 
the happy influence of pious:reaſon; ſhe curb'd; 
and maſter' d the vait pains ſuch: a ſight gaye: 

her. For we ſhould: conſider this, likewiſe, 
namely, that had this woman been of a lo- 
and narrow ſoul, as fhe, was their mother, 
had diſcovered- ſign of compaſſion for them, 
and, in ſeeing appearance, us'd ſuch words as 
theſe to them: O unhappy me and frequently 
miſerable avoman ahh, having brought ſeven 
ſons into the world, am now: the parent of none . 
O my ſeven fruitleſs labours, and my ten times 
ſeven fruitheſs months, my vain nur/ings, and 
my unfortunate ſnekling time, O my ſons., to 
what purpoſe have I borne the many ſorrows I 
have ſuffered for you, and the many ſollicitudes 
worſe by far than bringing you up? Alas, my 
ſons, | ſome untimely made -batchelors, others tis 
vain husbands. I am no more to {ee your chil- 
dren, nor ſhall be filled their grand mot her, ar 
called the happy. O me. who juſt now was 
ſurrounded with ſeveral ages +. children, bit 
now am deprived of them, and left deſolate ins 
flood of forrow. Alas when I depart this life, 
which of my ſons will pay the laſt honour of in- 
terment to me; ſince I am going to have none? 
On the contrary, this holy ahd - pious mother 
made no ſuch miferable complaints over her 
ſons, neither did ſhe uſe any influence in order 
to divert any of them from his : purpoſe of dy* 
ing. She ſhewed not the leaſt concern: why 
they were not dead ſooner; but, as if het 
mind had been of adamant, ſuppliantly enſor- 
ced them, for the ſake of their religion, to um- 
dergo death. O reverend mother, on account 
of piety, a Veteran ſoldier of God! the tyrant 
was ſubdued by thy perſeverance, and both i 
thy words and actions thou haſt made thy felt 
more powerful than him. For when thon wert 
children, and ſaw Fl 
a zar put to the torment, thou ſtood immo 
able, and ſpoke in Hebrew to them thus: « My 
© ſons, you have a noble and brave ſtruggle be- 
© fore your eyes, to which being called, that o 
© may leave to your nation a teſtimony of yo 
« faith and religion, contend cheatfully/ in de. 
© fence of the laws of your country. It won'd be 
. c ſcandalois 


et can) old man be expoſed on | 
religion, to the miſerable pains of the rack”; 


herſelf on the pile. 
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+ ſcandalous, and benemthꝰyour charactets, to 
ed on account of his 


c while you, who have youth and vigour on 
« your: ſides, ſhould ſtand confounded at the 
fight thereof. Recal to your remembrance how 


that it was /o wing ito a ſingulat fayour of God 


that you: were born - into tbis world, and came 


5.29; the; enjay ment of this: refreſhing light; 
«< upon which. it is ydur duty to undergo, in 
« the cauſe of God, every difficulty and dan- 
ger. For him did our father Abraham haſten 
< to lay Jaaa, the future patent of our nation; 
£ arid ; oyen Vaac himſelf, when be: faw the 
ſwordoit his: father's hand liſted up to ſtrike 
him, Waslaſraid. Forhimwas Daniel thrown 
«. among: thealions,! and Hnanias, Azarias, and 
« Miſael, caſt headlong into the fiery furnace. 


© You, therefore, who put a like faith in God, 


© do not be diſheartened, ſince tis ridiculous 
© for you who are acquainted with your reli- 


© gion, to give ſigns of ſear in the ſuſtaining 


© of difliculties.? With words like theſe did 
this mother of ſeven ſons exhort each of them; 
ſhe adviſed them rather to ſufter death than to 
violate the divine precepts of the law: From 
which 'tis found and known, that they who ſa- 
critice their lives in the cauſe of God, do hve 


with God; as Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 


and all the ſucceeding patriarchs. c 
On her being apprehended to ſuffer death, 


ſome of the guards ordered none to lay hands 


on her, ſor that ſhe would voluntarily throw 
O thou brave mother! 
accompanied with ſeven ſons; thou ſubdueſt 
the violence of the tyrant, thou diſſipated his 


785 
Eleazar was the firſt champion; the mother of 
the ſeven ſons made a glorious defence; the 
brothers ſtoutly fought: The tyrant” was their 
adverſary, and the word; and the life of men, 
were eye-witneſſes. Religion got the day, at 
laſt, and beſtowed crowns on het champions. 
Who is he that will not admire theſe champions 
ol. the divine law ?: Or who, on gazing on them, 
would ndt ſtand in amaze? The tytant himſelf, 
and all the court, were ſtruck with admiration 
at their patience: But now they ſtand by the 


throne of God, and enjoy a life of immortality. 


For Moſes ſaith; And every one are bleſs'd under 
thy hands. Upon which, they likewiſe are 
bleſs*d, and, in fighting for the cauſe of God; 
have purchaſed immortal honours; but not 
theſe honours: alone, they hare fought in vin- 
dication of the laws of their country, cleanſed 
it from the impurity of the tyrant, and ſhew'd 
themſelves victims for the tranſgreſſions of their 
nation. Their ſhedding of blood, and under- 
going death, hath pacified the divine provi- 
dence, and ſaved 1/7ae), that before was afflict- 
ed. When Antiochas the tyrant found their 


virtue was ſo immoveable, and had experienced 


their invincible patience under their torments, 
he commanded proclamation to be made among 
his ſoldiers, for them to copy after it (for this 
prince, had ſeveral ſtout and famous men of that 
nation, both for the foot ſervice, or the carry- 
ing on a ſiege :) By their valour having ſubdu- 
ed all his enemies, he became abſolute conque- 
ror. O you ſons of I/rae], and offfpring of the 
blood of Abraham give obedience to this law, 
and. worſhip it always, ſince you are eye-wit- 
neſſes that pious reaſon is the queen of the paſ- 


cruel ſentiments, and demonſtrated the gene: fiohs,; and yet not only of the internal paſſions, 


rous conſtancy of thy faith! TAG 
nouſe, leaning on and ſtrength 


. 


ed / wit 


pillars of thy ſons, ſuſtained wiegt jgptizigg.. 


e An bur alſo.of-external pains and troubles. 


the - This, and the fake of religion, made them 


1 


expoſe their bodies to extreme cruelties, where- 


became the admiration of 


intrepidity and firmneſs, the cru of+ thy? by they not on 
torments. Therefore, O moſt holy ee cee „ Alſo, were thought worthy of 
thy mind is good and ſound; who pla&&$thy?: divine condirion; in order, that by their virtue 
firm and unalterable hope with God. Not the the nation might enjoy peace, and its enemies 
moon with the ſtars ſhine ſo bright in hèaven be fubdued by a renovation of the laws of its 
as thou, who has brought ſeven ſons, equal,*, country: But the tyrant Antiochus, as in his 
the ftars in luſtre, to the clear light of piety. life-time he had been the author of extraordi- 
Thou art the glorious workmanſhip of God, marÞtorments, ſo before his death, he ſuffer'd 
and art fixed up in heaven with them. 'Thy the worſt of pains: For when he found thar he 
procreation of thy ſons came from our father could by no means enforce the Hieroſolymites 
Abraham. Were we able to depict this hiſtory to embrace foreign cuſtoms, and their rites, and 
of piety in writing as it deſerv'd, wou'd not abdicate their own, he departed from Hieroſo- 
they, who ſhould ſee the mother of ſeven chil- Jyma, and undertook an expedition againſt the 
dren, in the defence of religion undergoing the _Per/jans. Moreover, the righteous mother of 
worlt of torments, even to death, tremble at theſe ſeven ſons, is reported to have ſpoke 
the fight 2 It would be but agreeable to carve thus to her children: 1 was a chaſte virgin, 
theſe words on her monument, in order to pre- neither did I paſs over the threſhold of my fa- 
{erve her memory among her countrymen :- ' ther's houſe ; I preſerved the ſpacious building. 
Here, underneath, lie an old prieſt, his No ſeducer of my youth corrupted me in the field, 
: wife, and ſeven ſons. The violence and meither did the ſubtle craftineſs of the ſerpent ſpoil 
. Cruelty of a tyrant, who endeavoured to de- my virginity. I ſpent the lower of my age with 
: ſtroy the Hebrew commonwealth, was defeat- my husband + When my ſons were grown up their 
: ed by them. By caſting up their eyes to God, father fell a ſacrifice - Happy for him, that hav= 
and enduring the wes of torments, even to ing finiſhed the limited time of his procreation, 
death, they vindicated their nation. cannot lament the time of widowhood,, When he 
* eir death certainly was a divine ſtruggle; couverſed among us; he uſually inſtructed us in 
ky virtue, approved by their ſufferings, re- the knowledge of the law and the prophets. He 
ed them with immortal victory and honour. would acquaint us how Cain /lew Abel; how 
70 - | 90 Iſaac 
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Iſaac was going to beſacrifited 4 and how Joſeph 


g thrown into priſon. He would tell us of the 
rivalſhip of Phiyees ; how Ananias, Azarias, and 
Miſael, were thrown into the fiery furnace; how 
Daniel into the Den of lions; and then he would 
call him happy man. He would repeat to us that 
ſaying of Efaiah; Though theu paſs through 
the fire, the flame Mall not ſinge thee. He 
would recount. to us David, the writer off hymns 
and odes ; ſaying, mam are the afiltions of 
the juſt, but God will. deliver them out of all 
their troubles. He would recite to us that pro- 
verb of Solomon, which teac hes, That he's the 
tree of life to all who execute his will. He 
would produce to us the confirmation of: Ezekiel, 
ſaying, Shall thoſe dry bones have life again? 
The ſong which Moſes taught, be would tell us 
never to forget; I kill, yet reſtore life again; 
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this life, and the length of time, is thine. 68 


Sitter and melancholy day! and yet not bitter, 
vhen the curſed tytant of the Grecians com- 


manded the caldrons to be heated; and the oil 
boiling over, ordered the ſons of Abraham to 
be dragged to the catapulra, and all othet 
torments, prepared for them; when he de- 
prived them ot their eye-ſight, cut off theit 
eye · lids, cut out their tongues, aud put them 
to death with various cruelties. For which; 
the divine vengeance brought that deſtruction 
upon his head, and will continue to bring it. 
n the other hand, the ſons of Abraham, to- 
gether with their ſuperior mother, are aſſem- 
led to the company of their forefathers, ha- 
ving received from God pure and immortal 
= To whom be glory for ever and ever. 
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length of age over our bodies, 
white our ſouls, through igno- 
rance, proclaim us meer babes, 


the moſt unconſtant thing in the world; and 
nature to be precarious, which is moſt firm? 


the natural, to which we give more infirmity 
than to any other things beſides; the reaſon is, 
becauſe unskilful men, who know not how to 
form any judgment of what is to come, are led 
| away by things preſent; they chuſe to be in- 

fluenced by a fallacious ſenſe, rather than be- 


ments to receive ſuch objects as are near aud 
conſpicuous; but it is reaſon that penetrates 
d ſuture and inviſible things, whoſe fight, 
mch is clearer than that of the eyes of the 
body, we make dim; ſome by an exceſs of 
ne, or a luxurious way of living; others by 
SIVrance, which is the worſt Yate of all. 
i theſe our times, and the ma- 
"rm remarkable events that have fallen out 
ler wr are ſufficient to perſuade us to a be- 
I ee DEG providence, and chiefly, that, 
13 of the ſuppliant and virtuous as an 
. 111 portion of the omnipotent father and 
70, oy race of men is called, in Chaldee, 
ance which fignitieth ſeeing God a circum- 
mn my opinion, more to be valued than 
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either private or public wealth: For if the aſpect 


look grey and hoary, through 


= 


"Tis true, we change the eſtimation of things, 
as we do counters at play; while we attribute 
a greater length of time to the fortuitous, than 


liexe the dictates of a thorough and private 
examination, 'The Eyes, indeed, are fit in- 


of ſeniors, if precepts, if magiſtrates, or the looks 
of parents, can create in us a reverence and awe, 
and by their preſence correct our manners and 
demeanor ; how much more muſt we ſuppoſe 
does it contribute towards virtue and honeſty, 
to launch above the depth of other creatures, 
and ſurvey God uncreated, who is the chief- 
eſt good, and the chieteſt happineſs; nay, 
to ſpeak truly, who is better than goodneſs it= 
ſelf, more beautiful than beauty itſelf, and 
more happy than happineſs itſelf; and, it 
any thing can be advanced higher, ſtill more 
perfect. Language and words are too narrow 
to comprehend his excellencies ; they can- 
not reach the ſupreme perfections of God, 
who is ſuperior to every thing. On the o- 
ther hand, we are forced to return back a- 
gain, when we are at a loſs to find proper 
names, or can mount no higher in order to 
tell, 1 do not fay, what he is: For were all 
the heavens endu'd with an articulate voice, yet 
they would prove too ſhort in declaring his at- 


tributes, the powers that attend him, his crea- 


ting faculty, his providence, and his diſpenſa- 
tions of good and bad. But even his avenging 
frown, are to be placed in the number of his 
benefits, not only becauſe they are a part of 
bis law, which naturally reſults from the ho- 


nour of that which is good, and the puniſhment 


other men's puniſhments, through a tear 


of that which is bad ; but, alſo, becauſe very 
often due chaſtiſement reſtores ſinners to ſo- 
berer ſenſe of themſelves, or is a means to hin- 
der them from proceeding further in their enor- 
mities. Tis a plain truth that we mar 
el 
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- we ſhould fall into the like errors and omiſſions. 
| Say, what man ſeeing Caius, after the death of 
Zilerius Ceſar, in poſſeſſion of the empire both 

of ,ſca and land, in ſo great tranquility, his 
government ſo excellently framed, the princes 

in profound peace and concord; both north, 
1outh, ealt, and weſt, in a perfect agreement, 

. Barbarians and Greeks in alliance together, his 


"armies in friendſhip. with tHe-feverat towns, 


aud theſe in union with them; and, laſtly, of= 
tices and mutual commerce cartted on through- 
cut the whole: Who, I ſay, feeing this, 


could not help being aſtoniſhed at ſuch vaſt 


felicity aud happineſs, almoſt above words to 
exprets? An happineſs accumulated on one in- 
heritance with prodigious goods, treaſures ſto- 
red wich gold and ſilver, conſiſting partly of 
bullion, partly of coined money, and partly of 
gold and ſilver workmanſhip, curiouſly model- 
iced, and wrought into goblets, and other rich 
veſſels. To theſe join his foot, horſe, and na» 
val forces; his prodigious revenues flowing, as- 
it were, trom a perperual ſpring? his authority 
divided into the principal parts of this world 
which is properly habitable, bounded by the 
Euphrates and the Rhine, the latter ſeparating 
German), and other fierce nations, the former 
Parthia and the nations mhabiting Sarmatia 
and Scythian, not a wit inferior to the Germans 
in barbarity ; the ealit, ' and all the weft, and 
ſome places beyond the ocean, enjoyed a gene- 
ral gladneſs: The people of Rowe performed a 
general feſtivity, and all Italy, together with 
the provinces both in Europe and A/a, par took 
of the univerfal bleſſing: For if ever a com- 
pleat happineſs was enjoyed under any prece- 
ding emperor, certainly it ſeemed to be at this 
time, when mankind were no longer fluctuated 
between hope and deſpair, but had ſure enjoy- 
ment both of their publick and private effects, 
and were bleſſed with a plenary indulgence of 
propirious fortune, whoſe deity ſmil'd on every 
thing. So that throughout every city nothing 
was to be ſeen but ſmoaking altars, victims, ſa- 
crifices, candidates, blithe and jocund aſpects 


all round, feſtivities, plays, muſical performan- 


ces, thronged theatres, banquets ; nothing but 


airs of harps and trumpets, pleaſures, regale- 


ments, paſtimes, and a looſe given to all the 
ſenſes. J here was no diftin&tion between the 
rich and the poor man, the lofty and humble, 
creditors and debtors, malters and ſlaves, were 
promiſcuoully mixed rogether? ſo that truly was 
verified now, what we find deſcribed in the fa- 
bulous accounts of poets concerning the Saturai- 
an days of old; ſo great was the plenty, ſo abun- 
dant, the fruits ot the earth, ſo much joy and 
ſecurity bleſſed the world, that entire families, 


and all the lower kind of. people, were employ- 
ed.night and day, for ſeven months together: 


But in the eighth Caius tell into a very acute diſ- 
temper, becauſe he changed that frugaller and 
wholeſomer way of diet, which was uſed under 
Ziberius, to a luxurious method. A great deal 


of wine was drank, the belly was not fatisfied 
with being filled; and unneceſſary baths were 
put in vogue. Then vomitings followed, and 
alter wards ſucceeded drunkenneſs again, The 
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pleaſures of the belly were purſued, and vene- 
ry eſtabliſhed every where. Balls and dances, 
women and boys together, and every thing be- 
ſides, put in force, that was any way obnoxi- 
ous or pre judicial either to the ſoul or body: 


For as ſtrength and health is the reward of tem- 


perance, fo of intemperance are diſeaſes and 


weakneſs, the near neighbour to deatng. 


As ſoon as his ilneſs came to be noiſed a- 
bout, the ſea being then ſerene, and fit for ſail- 


ing, about the beginning of Autumn, Which 


commonly is the laſt time of failing of ſach as 
want to teturn to their own ports, efpecially of 
thoſe who do not care to winter among foreign 
nations; 1 ſay, as ſoon as it was heard, a ſud- 
den forrow and dejection uſurped the room of 
their former delicate and. voluptuous lives; for 
all houſes and cities were preſently filled with 
mourning and ſadneſs, and a gloomy and dim 
aſpect appeared in every place. All the pro- 
vinces were taken with an indiſpoſition toge- 
ther, and ſome laboured worſe than the empe- 
ror himſelf. He, for his part, had his-illnefs 
confined to his body alone, theſe to the mind. 
They were anxious and ſollicitous, and were 
in terrible apprehenſions of loſing the peace 
they enjoyed then, and the free poſſeſſion of 
their effects. They ſeaſonably recalled to mind 
all the calamities that generally roſe up in the 
empire when it was deprived of its prince, to 
wit, wars, depredations, raviſhing of fields, 
driving colonies from their habitations, plun- 
dering of goods, captivities, deaths, terrors, 
and dangets. The remedy of all which, they 
imagined, was placed in the preſervation ot 
their emperor. Thus, on hearing that his dif- | 
temper was ſome what abated, they ſeemed to 
enjoy a ſhort happineſs, which diffuſed it ſelf 
preſently to the farther frontiers of the empire. 
For nothing moves with ſo much velocity as 
fame, All the cities were vaſtly eager and 
fond to hear the glad news, and were in a fort 
of uneaſineſs till they had received the welcome 
meſſenger that acquainted them with the per- 
fect recovery of Cæſar; which gave them ſo 
much joy, as if their caſe had been their own. 
Immediately, they who lived on the continent, 
and thoſe, too, of the ſeveral iſlands, return'd 
again to their mirth and feſtivity, ?Tis out of 
the memory of man to relate, that ever one 
nation or country demonſtrated ſuch a general 
and publick rejoicing for the recovery of theit 
prince, as the whole world did now for the 
mending of Caius, as ſoon as he began to te- 
collect his ſtrength; for they began to tut 
their fierce and paſtoral way of living into 4 
ſocial and friendlier method; they drew outo 
their deſarts and caves, and reſorted into fort! 
fied towns and cities, and, after a life purſu 
without controul, and ſub ject to no matter, the) 
ſtooped to the obedience of a ſbepherd of * 
more humaniz'd flock, Wwho was their lawlul 
captain; rejoicing in their change, though 15 
norant of the truth. 455 9 
The mind of man is blind; neither does 
underſtand what is truly advantagious and pro,. 
fitable; being devoted more to gueſs-work alt 
conjeRture, than real ſcience, For he tit 
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every one's thoughts was expected to prove 
| the kindeſt | L of ny | 1 9 rol 
ſigns of pouring freſh fountains of happineſs 
through Europe and Afia, vaſtly advantagious 
to both publick and private perſons, beginning, 
according to the proverb, from himſelf, broke 
out in boundleſs cruelty ; or rather, he diſco- 
vered what he had been diſſembling all this 
while: For he put to death Drusus's ſon Tibe- 
rius, who was coheir of the empire with him, 
and a nearer ſucceſſor of Tiberius than he, be- 
cauſe the former was his nephew by nature, and 
the latter but by adoption; condemning him 
of a conſpiracy againſt him: Which crime, wWas 
vailly far from entering the thoughts of a 
youngſter of his tender age. For, poor youth, 
he was ſcarce got above his firſt childhood; 
and, as ſome ſay, had Tiberius enjoyed his life 
a little longer, Caius, who lay under ſuſpicion, 
had certainly been taken oat of the way, and 
the other nominated ſucceſſor to his grandfa- 
ther's empire. But he happened to die, before 
he had time to put his reſolution in action; 
however, Gaius had recourſe to artifice, in or- 
der to deprive his collegue of his common 
right; imagining this would be a way to avoid 
cenſure. Ihe ſcheme was executed thus: 
A council of the great men being called, My 
intentions, ſaid he, are to tender my love to 
this relation of mine, by making him my col- 
legue in the empire. But behold, gentlemen, 
his great youth make it abſolutely neceſſary to 
provide him with curators, maſters, and inſtruc- 
tots : For nothing in the whole world can hap- 
pen more according to my wiſh, than not to ſee 
one body, and one ſoul, expoſed to the labours, 
and under the burden of ſo extenſive an em- 
pire; but to have a partner who may take his 
thare of the trouble, and eaſe me. 
faid he, I profeſs myſelf to be now ſomething 
more to him than either a maſter, curator, or 
preceptor ; and I command him to call me fa- 
ther, as I will him ſon. + 
After he had thus impoſed on the great men 
and the young prince, that were preſent at this 
council, with theſe words, becauſe this new a- 
doption did not ſo much give him the empire 
he might hope for, as take that away from him 
which before had been given him, he began, 
with the greateſt ſecurity imaginable, to act 
againſt his coheir and collegue : For by the Ro- 
man laws the ſon is in the abſolute diſpoſal of 
| the father; and the emperor, in conſideration 
| ot his power, can do any thing, without any 
man's daring or being able to obtain a reaſon 
for it from him. Upon this ground, looking 
on him as his profeſs' d enemy, he ſlew him, as 
* were, in a conteſt, without any compaſſion 
to his youth, his education, or familiarity with 
im, or ſo much as reflecting on the immature 
ate he expoſed him to, who was his collegue 
tn in his empire and patrimony, and who, 
cording to the expectations of abundance of 
Ferlons, was, on account of his near kindred, 
4 igned ſucceflor to Tiberins, Fot grandfa- 
ers take their grandſons, after the deccaſe of 
| their fathers, for ſons. „ 
10 fie May he commanded him to put an end 
2 life with his own hand, when a great 
1 | 


Indeed, 


t 193 
many tribunes and centurions were ſtanding by, 
who were forbid to aſſiſt in ſo deteſtable an 
act; as if there had been ſome wickedneſs in 
killing the poſterity of an emperor with other 
hands. He would not ſeem forgetful of rhe 
laws, though at the very inſtant he was going 
'to commit one of the worſt of crimes, and car- 
ried- an appearance in his looks that he had no- 
tions ſtill, of ſanity and piety ; though all 
the while he laugh'd at it, and but cloak'd over 
the truth with abundance of deceit and cun- 


ning. The youth, upon this, who was entirely 


a ſtranger to the command, and had never ſeen 
a murther committed, nor been trained up to 
the exerciſe of martial arms, as generally kings 
ſons are in the times of peace, by making and 
engaging in ſham battles, firſt put our his neck 
to thoſe that approach'd him, who declining 
the office, and bending from him, he took a 
ſword himſelf, and ask*d them to which place 
he muſt apply the mortal wound, in order to 
take away his unhappy life : And having ob- 
rained from this miſerable office, which was the 
firſt and laſt that he ever learnt from theſe maſ- 
ters, he was compelled to be the homicide of 
himſelf. 

When Caius had finiſhed this firſt and prin- 
cipal diſpute juſt as he had wiſhed, no budy 
now remaining for the diſaffected to oppoſe a- 
gainſt him, he preſently prepared to make Ma- 
cro the ſecond ſacrifice, who had been his coun- 
ſellor, not only after he had obtained the em- 
pire, Tor it is the province of flatterers to fawn 
upon the fortunate, bur alſo, during the time 
of his ſeeking, to ſecure it: For Tiberius was 


a crafty old man, and bad a ſurprizing faculty 


in ſifting into the ſecret deſigns of men; nei- 
ther was he leſs prudent than powerful. He 
had frequent ſuſpicions of Caius that ſenſibl 

touch*d him, and had too much reaſon to thin 

that he hated all the whole family of Claudius, 
and was in the Intereſt only of that of the mo- 
ther's fide. He had apprehenſions and fears 
for his grandſon, leſt being left in his minority, 
his life would but prove of ſhort date: But he 
was moſtly mortified at the reflection abour 


"Caius, whom he look'd on as a man unworthy 


of the empire, which was ſo vaſt, without a 
genius for political rule, and of a mind intole- 
rably fluctuating and inconſtant. People con- 
ſidered him as a kind of man in a phrenzy, 
whoſe words and actions ſo little ſquared to- 
gether, yet Macro by his artifice, and uncom- 
mon addreſs, proved an able phyſician; labou- 
ring as much as in his power was, to reconcile 
things, by freeing the mind of Tiberius from 
his ſuſpicions, leſt the fears he entertained 
abour his grandſon ſhould ulcerate and corrupt 
his thoughts. He told him that Carus was a 
very loyal ſubject to him, and one who bore 


him a vaſt reſpe& ; that he was a friend to his 


grandſon, and devoted to his intereſt: inſo- 
much, that he would willingly yield the empire 
to him alone: But his modeſty hindered him, 
becauſe he ſaw that it was not for the publick 
benefit to do ſo, at that time; and that that 
was the true reaſon why ſome people thought 
him various and inconſtant, though naturally 
and really exceedingly honeſt and ſincere. 
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When he found at any time that the; ſeem- 
ingly-ſolid reaſons, which he offered were of no - 
effekt, he made no ſcruples to covenant for 
him, and be his ſecurity, ſince he had already 
ſufficiently made appear his loyalty to Cz/ar 
in publick, and in private to Tiberius himſelf, 
and had been of great ſervice in diſcovering 
and ſurpreſſing the conſpiracy of Sejanus.. In 
ſhort, he commended Caius to the skies; if the 
defending him againſt cauſes of ſuſpicion, and 
uncertain and dubious charges againſt him, may 
be called a commendation. But not to make 
more words than are abſolutely neceſlary, 
whatſoever Macro was able to do, either for 
his brothers or his ſons, all this, and more, he 
did for Caius, A great many pretend to ſay, 
that the reaſon of this extraordinary reſpect 
was owing to the ſeveral good offices which 
Caius did Macro, who, at this time, might 
properly be called the pillar of the empire; 
but ſome alledge a great deal about Macro's 
wife, with reſpect to a certain ſecret, who was 
continually reazing her Husband abour him,and 


conſtantly putting it into bis head to aſſiſt the 


young man, and eſpouſe his cauſe. Iis true, 
indeed, that an unchaſte woman has a very 
great aſcendant over a man, with regard to the 
making him do this or that, as ſhe is more ſoft 


and tender in her ſollicitations. Mac ro, who 


was au entire ſtranger to the d iſhonour of his 
houſe, imputed theſe blandiſhments of his wife 
to her conjugal love, and imprudently giving 
way to her arts, gratified, by that means, his 

reateſt enemies, whom he took for his greateſt 
riends. In conſequence of this, as he was con- 
ſcious ro himſelf that he had been the means of 
preſerving Cairns at ſeveral times, he took his 
uſual liberty of councelling him openly, with- 
out harbouring any manner of ſuſpicion, He 
had a deſire, like a good workman, to purchaſe 
fame from the length and contrivance of his 
work; fearing it might periſh either by his own 
negligence, or be deſtroyed by others. There- 
fore, it at any time he {aw him werbung Ong 
an entertainment, he was ſure to awaken and 
rouze him up; for a perſon ſleeping - expoſes 
himſelf to danger: He thought in this there 
was neither reputation or ſafety, So, likewiſe, 
when at any time he fondly ſtood gazing at a 
company of dancers, and perhaps would mix 
himſelt amongſt them, or betray his childiſh 
laughter at hearing the language of buffoons, 
or ſo far prove that ill maſter over himſelf, as 
to ſing to the harp or lute; at all theſe times 
would Macro, who ſat next to him, ſtrive to 
check him. Sometimes he would whiſper in his 
car ſo low, that no body might hear him, and 
kindly admoniſh him: Tis, Sir, below your 
character, either in hearing or ſeeing, or in u- 
ling your other ſenſes, to reſemble other peo- 
ple: On the other hand, it is your principal 
duty to conform your words and actions to the 
ſtandard of reaſon, and excel in that, ſo far as 
fortune has placed you above the reſt of man- 
kind: For *tis ridiculous and abſurd for you, 
who have empire over ſea and land, to ſtoop 
to ſuch ignoble things, as ſongs and dances, 
witticiſms and ſantaſtick buffoonery : Your bu- 
lineſs is, and you ought conſtantly to bear in 


things, which are of no manner of advantage to 


ordinary care and diligence which ſome men 


the admiring throng, and think to be crowned 


ſailed over without danger, and by means of 
commerce, the moſt different countries commu- 


them; and they, in their turn, return back 
their plenty to ſupply their neceſſit ies. Envy 


licity, from the fartheſt ſeas and lands, crown 


tions that ſuit regal dignity, of which-hrW f 


mind your imperial majeſty, that you ate a 


ſhepherd ſet over a flock, - and you ought al- 


ways to make a greater eee both in 


your words and actions. Macro proceeded on, 
and ſaid: When ever you happen to be preſent 
at any of the theatres, led not the ſtudy of the 
perſons to pleaſe, but their induſtry, enter your 
mind. Let your reflections be thus; If theſe 


life, becauſe they are calculated only to pleaſe 
the ſpectators, are the effect of ſo much extra- 


have taken, who defire commendations from 


or proclaimed a victor by the voice of an he- 
rald, or a large reward; what ought he to do 
who profeſſes an art ſo vaſtly ſuperior and excel- 
ling? That is the art of government, which 
cauſes fruitful land, whether in the mountains, 
or in the plains, to be cultivated; all the ſea is 


nicate their goods to other countries that want 


never diffuſed it ſelf over the whole world, 
nay, nor the greater paris of it, to wit, all Eu- 
rope, or Aſia; but, like poiſonous beaſts, it 
lurks in caverns, whenſoever it creeps into one 
breaſt, or one family, or into this or that city, 
Extenſive regions and nations are not plagued 
with it, eſpecially that auguſt nation of your's, 
that has made ir ſelf maſter-of the world; for 
all the rancour and ill humour that poifoned. 
the hearts of cities, are now driven down to 
the loweſt regions of Tartarus, and in their 
rooms, the belt of things, and the greateſt fe- 


theſe our lands; all which, are committed to 
you alone. Since you are then by nature pla- 
ced in a lofty ſhip, ſteer that veſſel well, which 
carries the ſafety. of mankind, with as much 
pleaſure as though your ſubje&s were to re- 
ceive ſome kindneſs by it. From other perſons 
are e. eg other things, according to their 
publick or private capacities; - but,” from 2 
prince, mankind properly expects good coun- 
tels, the execution of which is advantageous to 
the people who are his ſubjeQs;. and that he 
ſhould be bounteous, and extend his liberality 
with an extenſive hand, and open heart: Only 
ſuch things excepted, which providence, fot 
ſome uncertain Caſes that may happen, ' requitts 
to preſerye for it ſelf © i 
Thus did this unfortunate councellor, 14a 
endeavour to win over Caius's mind with ſuc 
words as theſe, through a deſire to form his ſo- 
tions to better things: But the man was of! 


contentious ſpirit, and plunged into the qu 


contrary way, as if he had been forced into 
He ſcornfully rejected his admoniſher, © © 
On a time, ſeeing him come towards him; 
ſpoke thus to thoſe who ſtood next him: H 
comes my preceptor, who is uſeleſs now ; an 
gruttor, but no longer of me as a child; thiW 
nitor of one who is wiſer than himſelf ,wh0 70 
me, an emperor, to ſtoop to him who ig 
jet; when I am acquainted with the 24% 


prit 


pretend to be abſolute maſter, but who has taug ht 
him them, I am at a toſs to know. - From my 
ſwadling eloaths I ' have had a great many tea- 
chers, fathers, brothers, uncles, couſins, grand- 


fathers, great grandſires, and all from the chief 


Roman prince, nearly allied to me both by fa- 
ther's and mother's A, without mentioning or 
taking notice of the ſeeds of virtue that generally 
are innate with the birth of a prince. As we 
reſemble our parents in the form of our body and 
foul, in our habits, geſtures, counſels, and ac- 
tions ; ſo, after the ſame manner, it is probable, 
that in the very ſeed may be delineated or mark'd 
out a certain hability ſuitable to the grandeur 
and majeſty of a king. And fhall any illiterate 
fellow preſume to teach me, who in my mother's 
womb, and ſhop of nature, was formed an em- 


arts that become ſuch an elevated perſon, which 
I underſtood ſo long ago © Say, is it reaſonable to 
believe that a man, who, a little while ſince, 
was in a private and humble condition, ſhould 
have the counſels of kings entering his thoughts? 
Notwithſtanding, ſome have the preſumption to 
{et before us thoſe myſteries which alone are an 
emperor*s province in which they are ſcarcely 
initiated. | Þ 

In this manner did Caius, by degrees, alien- 


e ate himſelf from Macro, ſeeing out falſhoods 
. to lay to his charge, which he choak'd over 
Fi with the appearance of truth. There are ſome 
35 perſons in the world exceedingly dextrous at 
or inventing probabilities and appearances. Ma- 
ed. cro, at this time, dropp'd ſome words which 
to were turned againſt him; they were theſe: 
eit Caius is my workmanſhip ; he owes his being born 
fe- more to me, or certainly not leſs, than to his 
wi own parents. Thrice, and not once, I ſnatched 
| to him, by my prayers, out of the hands of enraged 
pla- Tiberius, who demanded his death. Alſo, after 
nich his death, when I was captain of the pretorian 
ach bands, T ſurrendered the command of thoſe for- 
fe- ces to him, ad moni ſbing him firſt, that there 
fo | was need but of one man, and as for the reſt, 
their that the empire was entirely ſafe. Abundance 
m 2 of perſons believed the truth of theſe ſayings, 
-ouN- becauſe they were not acquainted with the mu- 
us to table and inconſtant temper of Caius, who, 
at he under the greateſt diſſimulation and arritice 
rality e imaginable, hid his capricious and fluctuating 
Only humour. However, it was not many days at- 
>, fot ter this, that this unfortunate man, together 


Lich his wife, were removed our of the way 
do ſooth Caius's ambition and barbarity; a ſad 
I iccompence, and an undeſerved puniſhment for 
dis extreme loyalty and affection to him! But 
bis is no more than ungrateful men generally 
do; they uſually reward their benefaCtors thus. 
Tis beyond diſpute, that Macro, who, with a 
ſedulous ambition, and equal endeavours to it, 
ſtrove firſt to ſerve Caius, next to put the em- 


for his pains and trouble. Some ſay, that he, 
unhappy man, was obliged to be his own exe- 
cutioner, and that his wife underwent the ſame 
fate; though it is ſuppoſed, that Cæſar had 
earnal communication with her: But they deny 
chat there was dependance on his love, by rea- 
jon of his various and unſtable temper. 


to the IE WS. 


peror ſome time before I ſaw this light, the 


pire in his hands alone, received this reward 


795 
After Macro and all his domeſticks were put 
to death, Caius went about a third bulineſs, in 
the management whereof he had recourſe to 
9 arts and contrivances than in the two 
ormer. He had a father-in-law named Marcus 
Hllanus, a very ſtout man, and one of the 
moſt illuſtrious families. This gentleman hav- 
ing had his daughter ſnatched away by an un- 
rimely death, did not yet ceaſe giving his ſon- 
in-law ſuch advice as became his condition: 
hoping (as it might very well be) that his ſon 
would thank him for his kindneſs. Bur, all the 
while, it ſeems, he was but cheriſhing hopes 
that prov'd vain and fallacious in the end. He 
was continually pouring leſſons into his ears 
vefy applicable towards correcting his manners, 
and altering his conduct, hiding nothing from 
him, but admoniſhing him freely, and acquaint- 
ing him with ſuch things as became the high 
ſtation he was in; wholly depending upon his 
illuſtrious birth, and the near alliance between 
their families. His daughter had not been fo 
long dead, as to efface out of his mind the 
thoughts of her affinity; but the deceaſed lady 
far freſh within his memory. But the emperot 
interpreted this officious and good reſpe& in a 
bad ſenſe; he looked upon it as a diſhonour 
done him, that he ſhonld arrogate to himſelf 
the greateſt prudence, temperance, fortitude, 
Juſtice, ſo that he began to hate the man as he 
had done the reſt of his inſtructors, and conſi- 
dered him as his profeſſed enemy. He ſuppo- 
ſed him a main obſtacle to the purſuit of his 
deſires; and therefore bad a laſting farewel to 
the remains of his deceaſed wife, and to het 
father, whom he ſlew by treachery. His death 
was attended with that of ſeveral other great 
men, The fame hereof was not long in ſpread- 
ing it ſelf far and near; yet no body durſ 
open their mouths againſt the barbarity of the 
actions: Fear reſtrained them from talking o- 
penly about them, and what they did ſay was 
in ſecret, and whiſpers. 
However, people's minds beginning to change 
(as the common ſort. of all others, are the moſt 
given to change, both in their words, actions, 
and adviſe), yet ſcarcely having power to bring 
themſelves to believe that ſo ſudden an altera- 
tion could proceed from him, who before was 
thought ſo good and humane, and ſo civil and 
bountiful, Caius began to invent excuſes for 
his conduct, with regard to the young prince 
Tiberius, his coheir, how that the laws of na- 
ture would not admir that the empire ſhould 
have a collegue: That he had been put to 
death, becauſe, had he been ſtronger himſelf, 
he would have ſlain him in the very ſame kind: 
That it could not properly be termed ſo much 
an homicide, as a favour of divine providence, 
in taking the youth out of the world for the 
benefit and advantage of mankind, to hinder 
them from being divided into parties, ſome in 
favour of this, others of that perſon; and to 
eſcape as well foreign as civil wars, that might 
follow thereupon : For what could be more de- 
ſirable than tranquility and peace? That 
peace was the reſult of good government, and 
an empire guided by equity and moderation, 
But this could never be faid to be, unleſs w 
83 chie 
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chief men lay aſide their animoſities and con- 


tentions, whereby all things might enjoy their 
proper ſtatious aud courſes. 1 
As to Macra, the opinion about him was 
this: That he was grown to an immoderate 


ambition, having baniſh'd out of his mind the 


oracle of Delphos, which commands every one 


to know himſelf, that the knowledge of him- 
ſelf had been the fource of his felicity and hap- 
pineſs; but now, on the contrary, his ignorance 
bad been the cauſe of his miſery and hardſhip: 
That it was unbecomuig a ſubject to arrogate 
the part of the prince, or ſtrive to roduee the 
emperor Caius to a level with himſelf, fipce it 
was his place to exerciſe the government which 
Macro, who was a private man, had endeavou- 


red to uſurp, and make Caius to do that which 


he himſelf ought much rather to have perfor- 
med. This was the manner in which ſome illi- 
terate people conſtrued this perſon's admoni- 


tions, whether it was owing to their reſent- 


ment, or want of knowledge, to diſtinguiſh 
things, or whether it is the peculiar genius of 
flatterers to adulterate things and their names, 
F leave others to gueſs. 

Syllanus, mean time, was not free from the 
cenſure from envious tongues; men ſaid that it 
was ridiculous in him to ſuppoſe or pretend 
that a father-in-law was inveſted with as much 
authority over his ſon, as a real father was over 
his ſon: That fathers Who were private citi- 


zens, on their ſons being advanced to poſts and 


dignities, commonly gave the precedence to 
them: That $y//anus diſcovered extraordinary 


ſimplicity and ignorance, and was a father-in- 


law over- curious in meddling with ſuch affairs 
as no way belong' d to, or concern'd him; hav- 
ing not the ſenſe to know that when his daugh- 
ter died his affinity with the emperor was at 
an end: For marriage is only a chain to fami- 
lies, which being looſen'd, the alliance is diſ- 


ſolv'd in courſe, eſpecially as often as the caſe 


happens to be above remedy; which was evi- 


7 


into another family. 


dent in the death of her that had been eſpous'd 
This was the diſcourſe handed about in moſt 


companies, where every one ſtrove to clear 
the emperor of the iniputation of cruelty. For 
having fixed in their minds an opinion of his 
humanity and probity, they judg'd it incredi- 
ble that he ſhould be ſo ſoon changed for the 
worſe. ; 

we have juſt now mention'd, againſt three prin- 
cipal parties of the republick, and obtained 
two victories over citizens of equeſtrian and 
ſenatorian dignity, and a third over one of his 
own family, he ſuppos'd that after he had thus 
remoy'd the moſt powerful out of the way, he 
ſhould become formidable to all about him; 
n made a ſacrifice, who was one of 
the moſt illuſtrious fenators amongſt that vene- 


rable body. Macro had loſt his life, who was 


an equeſtrian, and enjoy d the greateſt dignities 
in that famous order; and his couſin Tiberius 
was remoy'd out of the world, who was co- 
heir to the empire with him, and his neareſt 
relation: So that theſe three rivals being diſ- 
patch'd, he no longer contain'd himſelf within 


natural; bounds, or within the limits of human 
nature; but ſpir'd to divine honours, and arro- 


ſteps. For at firſt he emulated the demi - gods, 


into miraculous things; ſometimes into a hor- 


Having thus gain'd his points in the difputes 


gated ſacred worſhip to himſelf, and, as ſome 
jay, built his pretence for this upon the fol- 
lowing argument: e rea 

That he was perſuaded, as the maſters of 
other flocks, ſuch as goat-herds, cow-herds, 
were neither goats, nor cows, themſelves, but 
men of far more excellent natute than ſuch 
beaſts: So that he who was conſtituted maſter 
over the flock of human kind, ought: to be 
eſteem'd , ſomething far more elevated, and to 
be number d among the Gods. 8 

On his firſt embracing this opinion, he, like 
a fooliſn man, graſp'd at a romantick tale in- 
Read of a true one. At length, having ventu- 
red to publiſh his conſecration among the peo- 
ple, he proceeded further, and, as it were, 
mounted up higher by certain gradations, or 


whom they call Bacchus, Hercules, Caſtor, and 
Pollux, Trophonius, Amphiareus, Amphiloc hus, 
and ſuch like. After this, very much after the 
imitation of ſtage- players, he dreſs'd and un- 
dreſs'd himſelf, now he had a club in his hand, 
and the skin of a lion thrown over his ſhoul- 
ders, imitating Hercules in this garb; but with 
this difference, that both the club and his skin 
were made of gold. At another time he would 
wear a hat upon his head; and this was when 
he perſonated Caſtor Other times he would be 
adorn'd, like father Bacchus, with ivy and a 
thyrſus, and with the skins of hinds. Howe- 
ver, he required this privilege to himſelf, that, 
as each of theſe deities was content with the 
honours and ceremonies appropriated to him, 
ſo he commanded all of them to be given him, 
in order that he might be above thoſe whom he 
envied. He did, like Gerion, with three bo- 
dies draw together the numerous concourſe of 
people to ſee him; but, what is more ſurpri- 
Zing, he chang'd one body into as many forms 
and ſhapes as formerly the Z#gyptian Proteus 
did, whom Homer introduces turning himſelf 


rible and fierce fire, ſometimes into a glally 
river. But ſay, O Caius, what need had you 
of the enſigns or trophies of - theſe images? 
You ſhould have imitated their virtues. Hu- 
cules ſoured the land and fea, he expoſed him- 
felf to combats with other men that were ad- 
vantaglous, in order to purge both elements | 
from monſters that did nothing but miſchief to 
mankind. Bacchus cultiyated . the vine, and 
ſqueez'd a moſt pleaſant drink out of it, which 
is of [ſovereign uſe both to ſoul and body, 
cheering. the heart of man, by making him for- 
get his misfortunes, and entertain Kind hopes 
of good things to come. Wine recreates ile 
health and makes us more valiant and actite, 
It is of ſingular advantage to every city, 
to families; and this demi-god, Bacchus, de 
mankind from a painful and laborious life, 194 
more ſocial and civil one. Among all the C 
cians and Barbarians he inſtituted feſtividies 
entertainments, rejoicings,” and ſeveral 9 
amuſements ; theſe particulars are allowing f 
wine. Of the twins of Fwpiter it is rept" 
that the one gave immortality to the av 
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For as the one was born ſubjeEt to mortality, your ſuppoſed deification laſts. 1 am of a dif- 


and the other to an immortal life, he, whoſe. 
condition was the happier,” choſe rather to loſe - 
than not diſcover his 
,. ferioully- 


the right of his privilege, 
love. to” his btother:''*'Ateording] 
Canet lg with himſelf his owt 11 | 
and the mortal life of his brother; and that 
when his brother died, his immortal condition 
would be attended with an everlaſting ſorrow, 
he deviſed a very wonderful and ſurprizing mu- 
tation, or change; ' which was, to mix ſome of 
his brother's mortality with his immortality; 
and ſome of his nature with his frail. cod it ion; 
whereby he made both their natures alike: 
Which 1s the very fountain and ſpring of all 
juſtice. 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their aions, © great 
favourers of mankind, were, upon that ſcore, 
held in profgund adinitation; and ſo are to this 
day; being eſteem'd worthy of divine honours. 
But as for your part, What thing have you per- 
formed like their actions, that can give you a 
pretence for this extraordinary grandeur and 
altitude of yours? Have you once copied the 


by . 


I may begin your commendation thetiee? No 

in the firſt place, hard- hearted and unmerciful 

man, you cruelly - put to death your brother 
and coheir in the firſt flower of his age; after 
this, you condemn'd. your ſiſters to baniſnment, 
in order to be free from the apprehenſions they 
might give you, and that ybä might en joy the 
empire in greater ſecutity: But you pretend to 
be a rival to Bacehus. Have you been the 
mventor of any new good? Hare you fill'd the 
world, as he did, wich gladneſs? Are Europe 
and Aſia ſcaree able to contain your munifi- 


cover'd youtſelf to de the inventor Gf. new 
arts, but as a publiek peſt, whereby you have 
changed the joys and pleaſures of mankind in- 


4 to troubles and anxieties, that all might have 
* forrow enough during the remainder of their 
. hves ; for while / you ranſack'd the eaſt and 
*. welt, and all the other regions ſtretching to the 
fy fouth and north, tor their choiceſt commodities, 
5 to {atisfy your unbounded avarice, you ſend 
uy back to thoſe countries nothing in return but 


the execrable fruits of your poiſonous ſoil, 
| which catry ſo much deſtruction along with 
| them where they go. "Theſe are the reaſons, 

then, that make 'you-ſhew yourſelf another fa- 
ther acc hugs. So; in like manner, you give a 
fine pourtra& of Hercules, by the beautiful, 
valiant, and indefatigable actions of your arm, 
7 your wholeſome laws, ſincere determina- 
tions, by a plentiful 'increaſe of the fruits of 
the earth, and other rate advantages of peace, 
wherewith you "bleſs" the continent and the 
Mands, No; indolent and puſillauimous man! 
who has driven peace and tranquillity out of 
your Cities, and, in their room, introduced in- 
ſurrections and tumults, and render'd the inha- 
rants mutinous and ſeditious. Say; Caius; do 
Jou want to: be ſtiled a god for theſe abomi- 
nations and deſtructions Which you have 
boost upon your ſubje&ts, - mankind? For- 

th, that being e immortal, you may 

0 


22 them not for a ſhort time, but while 
: 


— 


betray your 
mortality; confecfnefce of excellent vittues;"ir "follows; 


All theſe, therefore, Caius; as they 


charity of * theſe fuppoſed ſons of Ft piter, chat 


cence? True it is, indeed, that you have diſ- 


terent opinion in this affair, though ydu were 
believed to be a god, that you would certainly 
manhood, by reaſon of your ſini- 
ferſe aims. For if divinity is a 


that mortality is diſcoverable from foul vices; 
therefore you have no reaſon to pretend to the 
like friendſhip between the remarkable ſons of 
Jove, who have made your ſelf an homicide 
and fratricide: Neither can you, if you would, 
partake of the excellent nature either of Her- 
cules, or Bacchus, who diſtinguiſſi'd their lives 
by their inventions and actions; whereas you 
deſtroy them by your enormities and cruelties. 
Catus was poſſeſſed with ſo much madneſs, 
and actuated by ſuch a ſenſeleſs infatuation, 
that, not content to compare himſelf to the de- 
mi gods, he proceeded to rival thoſe of a high-. 
er claſs; namely, Apollo, Mars, and Mercury. 
He imitated this latter, by wearing a caduceus 
in his hand, binding winged buskins to his feet, 
and dreſſing himſelf in a fine ſurcoat. Next, 
juſt as the fancy took him, having lain theſe or- 
naments aſide, he perſonated Apollo, encircling 
his temples with a radiated crown, holding a 
bow and arrows in his left hand, and reaching 
with his riglit graces and favours; becauſe it 
was convenient that things of a milder aſpect 
ſhould be in that hand which was the readieſt. 
Next to this, he inſtituted dances for'the ſing- 
ing of pæans to him who juſt before was repre- 
ſenting Bacchus: For whenſoever he aſſumed 
the habit of this god, they called him Evins, 
Lyeus, Bacchus. Several times he appeared 
with a breaſt-plate, a helmet, a ſhield; and 
came out with a drawn ſword, ſtrutting, and 
imitating Mars. On both ſides of him he had 
his new 84/17, homicides, ready to do any bar- 
barous work he commanded them, and to hu- 
mour his cruel temper, that thirſted after hu- 
man blood. He ftruck terror into the people 
by unuſnal appearances, who were ſurprized 
that he ſhould aflume the honours of thoſe 
whoſe virtue's he deſpiſed, and content himſelf 
only with their enſigns, though theſe outward 
habiliments are annexed to their images to ſig- 
nify the advantages which are exhibited, by 
them, by theſe gods, to mankind, and their 
worſhippers. For example, the feet of Mer- 
cury have winged buskins tyed to them; to 
what purpoſe 2 Why, becauſe it ſuits the cha- 
racter of the meſſenger and interpreter of the 
gods; whence they give him a Greek name 
that denotes the ſame (for a wiſe man, much 
leſs a god, - would with great difficulty be 
brought to be the meſſenger of bad); and that 
he is prodigiouſly ſwift, and borne along with 
expanded wings, with ſurprizing rapidity : Be- 
cauſe, in affairs of this nature, haſte and expe- 
dition are eſſentially required, though in dif- 
ferent caſe a ſober and conſiderate conduct is 
much more preferable, and ſafer. So, like- 
wiſe, he is depicted with a caduczus, which is 
the badge of a conciliator, and a friendſhip- 
maker: For wars are determined by caducia- 
tors; either by ſtriking peace; or making trea- 
ties or truces. For were not theſe means ad- 
mitted, there would be no end put to the 
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hoſtilities of jarring princes; injuries and in- 
ſults would continue to be committed without 
controul. But, ſay, what deſign had Caius in 
putting on the winged buskins? Was it to di- 


vulge, by a rapid courſe, his unhappy and o. 


minous actions, through all the probinces of, 
the empire, that he was eternally to purſue 
them? And, pray, what neceſſity was there 
for this rapid courſe, when, had he but ſtood 
in one place, he might have pour'd out one 
miſchiet upon the neck of another, and ſo on, 
ad infinitum, as it were, from a perpetual 
fpring, which would have ſpread over this ha- 
bitable world like a deluge. And what need 
of the caduceus, when, in all his life-time, he 
never did, or ſpoke, a peaceful thing, or word? 
Every houſe, and city, as well Grecian as Bar- 
barian, has he not filled with inteſtine. ſedition, 
and civil diſcord ?, Let him lay down the ap- 
pellation he has aſſumed of a mock and ſuppo- 
titious Mercury. What is there in him, pray, 
that reſembles Apollo? He wears a radiated 
crown, whoſe rays, repreſenting thoſe of the 
fun, are beautifully imitated and made by the 
artift, as if either the ſun, or a general light, 
pleaſed him much better than the night, and 
the thickeit darkneſs, to perpetrate his villain- 
ous deiigns in. Indeed, honeſt actions ſtand in 


need of the noon-day to make them appear 


confpicuous to every body: But baſe and ſi- 
niſter views require the darkeſt covering to hide 
them: 1 mean the pit of Tartarus, the fit re- 
ceptacle of all ef ap. 3b which cannot bear 
examination, or endure the light. But the en- 
figns he carries within his hands, he tranſpoſes 
them, as may very well be; putting the bow 
and arrows into his right, that he may ftrike, 
with ſure atm, at men, women, whole tamilies, 
populous cities; being ſo naturally accuſtom'd 
to murther. The graces he covers in his left 
hand, unleſs he chuſes to throw them away en- 
tirely: For it is plainly evident, that he does 
but abuſe them, in gaping ſo eagerly after the 
poſſeſſions of other people, and, atter having 
tripp'd the owners, putting them to death, 
bringing this calamity upon them only becauſe 
they were rich. And as to Apollo's medicinal 
quality, he manifeſtly inverts it; for the god 
was the 1nventor of wholeſome remedies, and 
to good 1n his nature, that he was always ready 
to heal thoſe diſeaſes which others had. been the 
cautc of, Caius, on the contrary, brings diſ- 
caſes on thoſe that are well, mutHlatlons on 
thoſe that are ſound and entire, and death in- 
ficted by his own hand on the living, before 
tate hath determined their time. He made di- 
ligent tearch after ſeveral ſorts of poiſons, 
wherezn, had not the divine juſtice prevented 
him, all the beſt and moſt virtuous men in 
every city, under his dominion, had certainly 
been deſtroyed. This damnable preparation 
was made againſt the noble and wealthier ſort, 
chiefly the Nalians, and thoſe within the me- 
tropolis, whoſe ſums of gold and ſilver were 
10 large, that, had all the world's wealth, be- 
ſides, been collected together, it would have 
fallen ſhort of theſe. Wherefore, he made 
his own country the point to aim at, whereby 
he would have been the infallible ruin of the 
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the eyes of the ſpectators. 


effence from them; but chiefly in his qualifi- 


city, the devourer of the people, and the 
plague and deſtruction of all his ſubjeQs. ; 

But Apollo had another qualification that was 
celebrated with extraordinary praiſe; this was 
owing to his prophetic mind; Sl he was not 
only excellently well skilbd in the medicinal 
art, but he was the chiefeſt of prophets. He 
foretold, by his oracles, accidents to come, for 
the benefit and welfare of mankind, that none 
might be led away with uncertainties, and 
ſtumble threat, like a blind man in the dark; 
or enquiring after that which, was good, ſplit, 
by miſtake, upon that which was bad : Bur ra- 
ther, being preſcient of what was to happen, 
and for a while entirely having the mind fixed 
upon it, he might take the ſame care over him- 
ſelf, as the eyes do of the body, in order to 
avoid every hurtful and unprofitable thing. 
But what, ſuppoſing we thould oppoſe. to, theſe, 
the famous oracles of Caius, which foretol; 
nothing elſe but ignominies, confiſcations, ex- 
iles, baniſhments, and deaths, to the princes 
and governors of the ſeveral nations of the 
world; what, pray, has all this to do with A 
pollo, who. never did any thing like it? Away, 
then, with thoſe falſe pæans, made to imitate 
thoſe which are right pæans; for neither.is it 
lawful to adulterate coin, nor ſpoil the divine 
image. But nothing could be ſo much unex- 
pected, as for ſuch a body, and ſuch a ſoul, 
both prodigiouſly effeminate and broken, to ri- 
val the ſtrength and fortitude of Mars. Caius, 
as if he had been a player on the ſtage, by his 
various and ſingular appearances, impoſed on 
We will leave de- 
ſcribing his ſoul and body, which, in every ar- 
ticle, bear no conformity to the aforeſaid god, 
either in his habit, or his actions. We are no 
ſtrangers to the courage of Mars, I do not. 
ſpeak of the fabulous divinity, but of him by 
whom we underſtand natural fortitude, which 
is beneficent, and an aſſiſter of thoſe that labour 
under oppreſſion and injuries, as is evinced 
from the original Greek, So that he is proper- 
ly called a diſperſer of wars, a worker of 
peace; and there are two names of this god, 
the one importing an hater of wars, the other 
of peace; and this latter is that which con- 
founds all together. na g's 

I ſuppoſe I have ſufficiently made it appear, 
by this time, that Caius did not in one ſingle 
article reſemble either the major- gods, or the 
demi-gods, being different both in nature and 


cations and actions. Oar deſires are directed 
by a blind fatality, eſpecially when ambition, 
a pertinacious humour, and an unbounded li- 
berty, are annexed to them; for this was that 
which formerly ruined our people, who had 
been fortunate before. The Fews, were the on- 
ly people that created ſuſpicions in Caiuss 
breaſt, as they were the likelieſt to obſtruct his 
defign ; becauſe they had been taught to be- 
lieve from their cradles, by their parents, wal- 
ters, and pteceptors, and chiefly from heir di- 
vine laws, and traditional accounts, that thete 
was but one God, the father and founder 0 
the univerſe : For all others, men, women, ©” | 
ties, nations, regions, and tracts of land, 12 7 
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I might ſay; the whole world, almoſt, though 
under the molt terrible concern and cate at 
theſe proceedings, yet were obliged to give 
their conſent, by. extolling him more than was 
reaſonable, and exaggerating; his immoderate 
pride. Some introduced the manners. and Guſr 
roms of the Barbarians into ſtah, whereb 
the Roman worſhip' and rites were adulterated. 
The nation of the Jews, I ſay, was the only 
one that lay under the load of ſuſpicion of op- 
poſing the divigity of this mad emperor: The 
Jes were known to throw: themſelyes volun- 
tarily into the arms of death, as if-they were 
going to obtain an immortal ſtate, rather than 
{uffer even the leaſt article belonging to the 
rites of their country to be taken from them. 
Becauſe, as we obſerve in buildings, if one part 
be wanting, though the reſt may appear firm 
and ſtrong to the eye; yet the edifice: baſens, 


by degrees, and falls to nothing 
Jhe ſcheme that was carrying on was not of 
the ſlighteſt conſequence; it exceeded every 
thing of the like nature: It was a man, who 
was born a mortal, endeavouring to metamor- 
phoſe himſelf into the form of an unbom and 
immortal Ged; an impiety, tan which, nothing 
can be more impious, or thought mot execra- 
ble. It is certain, that God can be ſooner 
transform'd into a man, than the latter into a 
God. I forbear mentioning how by this me- 
thod an inlet is opened co other enormous vi- 
ces; namely, te infidelity, and ta ingratnude 
towards the henefa tors af all oreatures, who, 
according to his power, allots his ample bleſ- 
ſings to every part of the unirerſe. In fine, 
our nation was menaced with a war, without 
affording it auy truce. Say, what greater miſ- 
fortune can a, ſervant labour under, than to be 
ſubject to maſter who is His avow'd and pro- 
tels'd enemy? Subjects are the ſervants af em 
perors; and a peaceable and lawſul govern- 
ment is vaſtly advantageous to mankind, But 
Caius hath banifh'd from bis ꝓreaſt all clemency, 
and juſtice is hat he eontemns: He requires, 
that his unbounded deſires ſhould be the ſtan- 
dard ta adminiſter equity. by; and he abrogates 
as ncedleſs, every thing that before was eſteem- 
ed lawful. Our great men were look'd upon 
not only as belonging to the number of ſlaves, 
but reckoned amongſt the vileſt of things; 
which, when the tumultuous and ſeditious peo- 
ple of Alexandria came to know, they imagi- 
ned they had got the opportunity they had fo 
long with'd for to give a looſe to their: hatred, 
which now opened itſelf very remarkably, and 
perverted the minds of all the lower kind of 
people. Had the emperor permitted, or- given 
expreſs orders for their violent proceedings, we: 


could not have been more expoſed: to ther fu- 
ty and rage, or, by the tighr of war, been 
more reduced to their power. For, with an ir- 
teliſtible barbarity, they put us to death; they 
broke into our houſes, and drove the maſters 
out of them, together with their wives und 
children: They plundered and made them ge- 
late ; they carried off their effects amd goods 
ak value, but not after the manner of thieyes 
u the night, who a&t with apprehenſions of 
Paying dearly for what they do, provided they 


are taken. On the other hand, they took broad 
day- light to commit their havock in, and boaſt- 
ed to every one they met of their actions, as 
if the things had been theirs by right of heir- 
ſhip, or purchaſe. Some were ſo daring, as to 
form themſelves in bands, or companies, that 
profeſs d robbing: They went into the middle 
of the market-place, and there divided the 
ſpoil amongſt themſelves, whilſt the owners all 
the while ſtood gazing at their proceedings, 
whom they abuſed and reviled. Theſe were 


hardſhips that carried abundance of cruelty and 


barbarity in them; though every thing that 
happen' d, was accounted ſlight, and of little or 
no:conſequence. But what can it be term'd to 
reduce men of wealthy circumſtances, without 
any fault of theirs, to poverty, and make thoſe, 
who lived before in a full and affluent condition, 
feel the rigour of want? To drive them from 
their own fire- ſides, and expel them their hou- 
ſes, either to periſh by the ſcorching heat, or 
the nocturnal colds? Yet theſe are abundantly 
more tolerable than what comes after in the ſe- 
quel: For after they had forced, out of every 
corner of the city, ſo many thouſands of men, 
women, and children, like ſo many ſheep, into- 
a certain narrow place, as it were, into a cave, 
they were in hopes, within a ſew days, to ſee 
them lie on a heap together, or, for want of 
proviſions, to die of hunger; for being ſo ſud- 


denly coop'd up in a place they fo little ex- 


pected, they had no proviſions with them. 


They ſuppoted the hear of the place would ef- 
fectually do their buſineſs ; for being preſs'd to- 
gether into ſo narrow a compaſs, and the air 


about them being tainted with their frequent 


reſpirations ; and, to expreſs inyſelf more tru- 
ly, both their mouths and noftrils breathing our 
a ſickening heat, they, according to the pro- 
verb, added fuel to the fire, and made their 
caſe very deplorable. It is obſervable, that the 
nature of the bowels within is very hot, ſo that 
nothing affects the inſtruments or organs of re- 
ſpirations more than a moderate refrigeration of 
che air; for by that temperament the body and 
its mternals are preſerved calm and pure: But 
if they become heated more than is natural, 


then follows an intemperament of body, and it 


receives, if I may uſe the expreſſion, fire added 
to fire. Theſe miſerable people, when they 
found they were not able any longer to hold 
up againſt the difficulties and hardſhips of the 
place, crowded to the deſart ſhores and ſepul- 
chres, deſiting at leaſt to have a pure and whol- 
ſome air to breathe in: Yet, if any were found 
remaining behind, in other parts of the city, 
or, ignorant of the calamities that thteatened 
them, appeafed abroad, they were unmerci- 
fully treated ; either wounded with ſtones, or 
beaten to death with clubs. Thoſe, whom we 
have ſaid above to be coop'd up in a narrow 
corner of the city, had the favour not to be be- 
ſieg*d by their enemies, who watch'd narrowly 
that none of them privately made their eſcape. 
But algreat many, for want of proviſtons, eſ- 
cnpꝰd, not caring hat became of themſelves, 
ſo they and their families periſh'd not of hun- 
ger together. Their enemies were very dili- 
gent in keeping them from getting away; and 

as 


7 ts, = * — r 2 — 
L = RE „ 
r ———— > — —_— 


e Con 
Np. ̃˙ ͤv— — * 
— —— r 3 * 8 r 3 Adio. 2 N * 1 if 
r oe. of Go-  f <2 ak 6 ä xe 2-530 Br 
2 v 7- ba 
. * : 
the. ar > 


1 
—— —— —ä— — mats — " 


# 


600 


as many 2s they "intercepted, they tormented 
firſt, and afterwards put to death, with all the 
rage and cruelty imaginable. 1573.00 

There was another party of them that lay in 
ambuſh, about the ports of the river, for che 
Fewiſh merchants, whoſe goods they rook away 
before their faces, and then making piles-of the 
helms or planks of their ſhips, burnt them to 
death. Others were burnt in the middle of the 
city, after a very miſerable manner. There be- 


ing no dry wood to be found, they: brought 


branches that were green, and in fap; Aid ha 


ing ſet theſe. on a flame, the poor wretches were 
thrown in, who endured greater torments from 
the ſmoke, than the fire; becauſe from the 
greenneſs of the matter, a thick ſmokey fire 
aroſe, which burnt but weakly, and: was ſoon: 
extinguiſhed, leaving few or no- aſhes at all. 
Several others had throngs of leather, and cords, 
faſtened to their ankles, aud in that condition 
were dragg'd through the middle of the mar- 
ket-place, amidſts the inſults of the mob, who 


ſpared not even the bodies that were dead; 


which, with worſe cruelty and barbarity: than 
the moſt raging beaſts, they cur into pieces, 
and ſo many, that no remaius could: ber found 


to be buried. The perſon who was governor 


of this country, who, alone, had he been mind- 


cd, could, in one heur's time, have ſtopp'd the 


furious courſe of theſe madmen and miſcreants, 
diſſembled both what he ſaw and heard, and 
gave liberty, to purſue their meaſures; ſo that 
they proceeded to far, worſe actions than ever 
they had done before. For having collected 
themſelves into numerous companies, they went 
to the oratories, which were in ſeveral parts of 
the city, and either plundered them, by cut- 
ting down the trees about them, or entirely le- 
vell'd them with the ground. Some they burnt 
by throwing fire into them, with ſo much, rage 
and fury, that the houſes ad joining could not 
eſcape their deſtructive hands: For the fire ha- 
ving once catch'd hold of them, preſently 
ſpread It ſelf, | IT ICH 21} t * 

I decline giving an account of the honours 
of the Roman, princes that were made a facri- 
fice in this conflagration by theſe enraged peo- 
ple; thields, crowns, and golden ſtatues, with 
their inſcriptions; which they ought to have re- 
verenced, and reſtrained their fury from. But 
they were puſh'd on by a ſenſeleſs rage, with- 
out any regard to Caizs, or {caring his puniſh»: 
ing them: They knew he was the worſt enemy: 
the Jews had in the world; and that nothing in 
nature would pleaſe him more than to ſee this 
nation expoſed to the worſt of hardſhips; that 
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that, having no new horſes caſt, they took out 
of the gymnaſium four ruſty ones, with their 


ears, tails, and feet, very much worn; which, 


as fame ſays, had been dedicated to Cleopatra, 
the laſt queen of that name. Now every, one 
muy clearly fee What an outrage and inſult was 
committed in this action. Was it accordihg to 
the rules of decorum to dedicate to the Roman 
emperor, who endeavoured to emulate a god, 
things chat had been etected to the honour of 
a woman? What, and ſuch old ones, and ſuch 
as were fottign te the purpoſe, © and had been 
the enſigus of another? Were they not afraid 
of incurting the diipleafure of Caius, by ho- 
nouring him with ſuch a gift? An emperor that 
was paſſionate, and one who arrogated to him- 
ſelf all honours, and thoſe of the moſt ſplendid 
and magnificent nature. However; for this fa- 
mous a ion of "theirs; they were in hopes of 
obtaining praiſe, and greater favour than they 


had hitherto done: For changing their oratories 


into new temples, and increaſing the number 
of temples that were dedicated to Caius, not 
o much to honour him in this action, as to 
compleat his hatred, by bringing on our nation 
the: worſt of hardillips, as may be evinced from 
irrefragable arguments. The firſt is, becauſe 
that during the reigns of ten kings, whom they 
count in ſucceſſion for three hundred years, not 
one of them had a ſtatue dedicated to him in 


their oratories, though 'rhey gave theſe very | 


princes the name of gods in their ſupetſcrip- 
tions and titles. Why, pray? Becauſe, cer- 
tainly, they knew that they were men; ſince 
among their deities they have abundance of 
beaſts, land creatures, and belonging to the 
water, and fowls, with whoſe altars, temples 
and groves, all AÆgypt is well ſtock' d: And, 
probably, they will anfwer now what they 
would not have anſwered then, after the ex- 
ample of flatterers, who generally are link'd 
more to the fortune of princes than to. the 
princes themſelves.: And fay that the majeſty 
and grandeur of the emperor's is much above 
what the Prolomy's enjoyed, and therefore that 
it is but juſt they ſhonld'have-greater: honours 
aſcribed to them. But this makes yon out the 
moſt igriorant men in the world, without in- 
yolving you in an harſher expreſſion. Pray 
why did you not decree the fame honours te 
Tiberius before Caius, who left him in che em- 
pire, and for the ſpace of three and tvent) 
years, the time he held the government of the 
world, never occaſioned one war, or ſo much 
as the ſpark of one, either in all Greece, or in 
the countries of the Barbarians; but evety 


they might obtain his favour and friendſhip by place, to his death, enjoyed the ſweets of peace, 


a new piece of flattery, and cauſe; his rage to 


tall upon us with the heavier, weight; what re- 


ſource were they obliged to have recourſe to? 
Why, as many of our oratories as were not 
able to ſet fire to, becauſe of the great num- 
ber of Fews that dwelt therein, they, deſtroy'd 
after another manner, in company with their 
rites, and manners of worthip: For they ſet 
up the ſtatue of Caius iu all of them; bur in 
the greateſt, and moſt famous of them, his ſta- 
ture was raiſed aloft upon four brazen horſes, 
but with ſo much haſte, and over · officious duty, 


and the ſerenity of a quiet government? Pray 
was his family any way inferior? No; both b 
father and mother he was of moſt noble de- 


ſcent. Was his erudition leſs > But ſay, who 
could pretend to more prudence and learns 


than he, at that time? But it may be, his 48e 
makes againſt him. Can you produce eitbef 


king or. emperor that enjoyed his hoary ye 


with gteater ſelicitit | You are in the wrong, 
mightily in the wrong, for the opinion mankind 
had of his underſtanding, : made them belles 


him old, when he was in the flower of his 


youth | 
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to the 
youth: Yet this prince, who ſuch an one, and 
lo great, has not had the honour of being 


deitied by you. What ſhall we ſay of him, who, 


in the number of every virtue which he poſ- 
ſeſs'd, excell'd human nature; and, for his ex- 
traord inary power and goodneſs, obtained the 
ſirname of Auguſtus, not claiming the honour 
as hereditary in his family, but giving it to his 
ſucceſſor and his poſterity ? Though the affairs 
of the world were in the utmoſt diſtraction 
when he came to the empire, and took into his 
hands the reins of the republick ; for both ſea 
and land contended for the ſuperiority : The 
maritime and mediterranean provinces, under 
the conduct of each Roman general, diſtinguiſh- 
ed for his dignity and honour, were parties in 
the famous ſtruggle. The vaſt countries and 
regions of the world followed one another, and 
fought in this grand deciſive battle that was to 
give the globe to the conqueror : The remo- 
teſt nations were rouzed up to partake of the 
two intereſts, one fide, or the other, and the 
land and ſea joined their forces; ſo that durin 
this grand revolution, almoſt all mankind had 
been ſwallowed up in the deſtruction and mu- 
tual defeats that were given by either fide, had 
not one man, a prince of an auguſt family, 
come in time, and given his aſſiſtance, when at- 
fairs were at the laſt gaſp. This was Cœſar, 
who, after he had driven back the ſtorms that 
raged on every ſide, reſtored a ſerene calm to 
the afflicted world; who brought remedies to 
the publick calamities that viſited both the 
Greeks and Barbarians, which beginning at 
the caſt and ſouth, diffuſed their baleful influ- 
ence to the weſt and the north, while the coun- 
tries lying between were expoſed to all manner 
of evils. This was he who brought liberty to 
all the provinces, and freed them from their 
chains. This was he who removed not only 


predation and plunder. This was he who 
ſcour'd the ſea of pirates, and made it be fre- 
quented by ſhips of merchandiſe. This prince 
beſtowed liberty on all cities; affairs that were 
in confuſion, he reduced to order and certainty. 
Nations that were barbarous, and unacquainted 
with the commerce of other countries, he ci- 
viliz'd, and made them ſociable. He gave 
large immunities to the Grecian cities, and an- 
nexed to Greece the richeft and beſt ſituated 
countries of the Barbarians. He was the 
guardian of peace, a juſt diſpenſer of right 
and equity, had an extenſive and liberal hand, 
was profuſe in his benetaCtions, and, as long as 
be lived, was a diſtributer of every good thing. 
let this great man, this vaſt benetaCtor, all the 
three and forty years he was maſter of Agypt, 

never nad theſe honours given him ; no image 
or ſtatue repreſenting him, was ſet up in their 
otatories: But if ever any one had a right to 
theſe new and famous honours, they became 
im principally, not only as he was the founder 
ot the Auguſt an tamily, and, more than any 0- 
thers, deſerved well of mankind, for removing 
me government that was in the hands of many, 
and taking the key of the commonwealth into 
is hand alone; being, of himſelf, the beſt able 
to govern, For that ſaying is very juſt, which 
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the fear of wars, but, alſo, all manner of de- 
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intimates, that in the government of many 
there is miſchief; becauſe the opinions of many 
are the cauſe of many evils: But, alſo; be- 
cauſe the whole world had decreed divine ho- 
nours to him; namely, temples, groves, por- 
tico's ; more beautiful than which, none, either 
ancient or modern, were ever ſeen in any cities, 
or to be compared with thoſe in our Alexan- 
aria. There is no comparing any other with 
that called Sebaſtion, a temple of Cæſar's, the 
protector of mariners, ſtanding over againſt the 
mouth of the haven, on an aſcent, vaſtly large, 
and full to the proſpeft, more than any other, 
full of gifts, painted tables, and ſtatues, on 
every ſide, adorned with filver and gold, ex- 
ceedingly ſpacious, having fine portico's an- 
nex'd to it, libraries, courts, groves, porches, 
walks; all of them ſurprizingly beautiſul, and 
which thoſe that fail from thence, and thither 
back, make the ſtandard of their hopes. In fo 
great and general a conſent of nations, Cz/ar, 
notwithſtanding he was debarred of the right 


g of the oratories, had not he all the honours gi- 


ven that was due to him ? No man, certainly, 
in his right ſenſes, will pretend to ſay ſo. 
Why, then, did they paſs them by? I'll tell 
you the reaſon, without prevarication: They 
were too well acquainted with his care and di- 
ligence, who took as much toil upon him to 
confirm every province 1n 1ts rites, as the Ro- 
maus in their ceremonies : He received theſe 
honours from ſycophants that were blinded 
with an exterior reſpect, not becauſe he appro- 
ved of what they did, but becauſe the majeity 
of the empire ſeemed to require it : For theſe 
are arts that procure an empire veneration. 
That he was never vain-glorious enough ro be 
elated or pufted up with theſe obſequious du- 
ties, may be gather'd from hence, that he would 
never ſuffer himſelf to be called, by any, either 
god, or lord; having an utter averſion to ſuch 
tulſome flattery, and ſhewing how he liked the 
Jews, who could not endure ſuch things: 
Otherwiſe he had not ſuffered a good part of 
the city, beyond the 27er, to be inhabited by 
Fews, the greater part of whom were freemen, 
who, having been made priſoners by right of 
war, had been mamonized by their maſters, 
and permitted to live after their own way. He 
was not ignorant how that they had their ora- 
tories, in which they had their aſſemblies, eſ- 
pecially on their ſabbaths, conformably to the 
religion of their country. He knew, likewiſe, 
that they colle&ed their firſt- fruits, and ſent 
them to Hieroſolyma, together with certain per- 
ſons, who offered ſacrifices for them. Yer he 
neither ordered them to depart out of the city, 
nor took from them their right of being citi- 
zens; becauſe he would not that their religion 
or government ſhould be aboliſhed in Paleſſine, 
neither d1d he prohibit them from keeping their 
aſſemblies, where they taught their laws: Nei- 
ther did he by any edict or proclamation annul 
their ſolemn cuſtom of ſending and offering 
their firſt- fruits: But he held our ſacred things 
in ſo much veneration, that almoſt all his do- 
meſticks gave gifts which are extant in our 
temple, wherein he commanded victims to be 
ſlain and offered every day at his own expence, 
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to the moſt high God. Which ſolemnities and 
ſacrifices are performed now, and will continue 
for ever, as a laſting monument of rhe virtues 
of ſo excellent an emperor. 

At all ſuch times as he made.diſtriburions of 
money or corn among the people at home, he 
was pleaſed always to have the Fews in the 
number ; but had his liberality happened to fall 
on a ſabbath, when we are prohibited both to 
give and receive, and to perform any manner 
of work, eſpecially for the ſake of 'gain, he 
would ſend his orders to thoſe who diſtributed 
his favours, to poſtpone them to the next day. 
J his made all other nations, though naturally 
no great friends to the 7ew-, fearful of viola- 
ting their cuſtoms and rites : Moreover, they 
were preſerved under T:berias, though Sejanus 
was raiſing commotions in Italy. For preſently 
aſter the dearh of the traitor, he found that the 
crimes laid to the charge of the Fews inhabit- 
ing the city, were nothing but meer calumnies, 
and forgeries of Seins, who wanted to remove 


them out of the way, which was his principal 


deſign; and that they were the only or chief 
perſons that had oppoſed his wicked meaſures, 
and the ſcheme he had concerted to take away 


the emperor's life. In conſequence of which, 
he ſent his orders to the governors of the pro- 


vinces, not to meddle with our nation whereſo- 


ever diſperſed or inhabiting their rowns, except 


a ſew who were too gullty : However, no in- 
novation was made within the tribes ; but, on 


the other hand, they were commended, for be- 


ing perſons who loy'd peace, and whoſe laws 
and morality tended very much to eſtabliſh the 
public tranquillity. But Cæius is ſo ſwoln with 
ambition, that, not content to boaſt himſelf a 
god, he believes he is ſuch; and amongſt all 
his ſubjects, Greeks or Barvarians, he found 
none ſo fit to be impos'd on as the people of 
Alexandria, with regard to the humouring this 
horrid thirſt of grandeur of his. For they are 
men of ſurprizing flaviſh ſentiments in this 
point, who are always at hand to flatter, aſſent, 


prevaricate, and turn their words to all quar- 


ters ; being endowed with a wonderful facility 
in putting things into diforder and confuſion. 
The religious among them hold ſo much vene- 
ration for the name of God, that their 7bes, 
and a/pides, and ſeveral other creatures, are ho- 
noured with it: Therefore, as they are ſo pro- 
digal of this name, they impoſe on the timo- 
rous, and ſuch as are not acquainted with this 
impiety of the Ægyptians; though they can- 
not hide their folly, or rather impious pre- 
ſumption, from thoſe who know it: Which 
Caius being entirely ignorant of, he ſuppoſed 
that the Alexandriaus were in earneſt in believ- 
ing him a god, ſince they did not diſſemble, 


but eloquent ly aſcribed all the acclamations to 


him which they gave their other gods: For he 
took the innovation which they brought into 
the oratories to be the pure reſult of their 
minds, and their ſtrong deſire to pleaſe him; 
having accounts ſent him of their actions, from 
Alexandria. This proceeding pleaſed him bet- 
ter than any poem or hiſtory written in his 
praiſe and commendation by ſome domeſtick 


| ſervant, a flave to his humour, and ready at 


all times either to praiſe or diſpraiſe with his 


maſter, Theſe infectious creatures were, for 
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the general part, AÆAgyptians; ſlaves, whoſe 
ſouls and bodies were tinctured with the poiſon 
of their native aſps and crocodiles. Of this 
company, or, rather, of this Agyptian band, 
one Helicon was principal; a baſe ſlave, ex- 
tremely wicked, and who, by a train of ſubtle 
arts, had crept into the palace. He had re- 
ceived the principles of his edncation under 
the management of a former maſter, who made 
a preſent of him to TZibe ius Ceſar + Bur, at 
that time, he was not much eſteemed, becauſe 
Tiberius ever had an averſion to boyth tricks 
and amuſements ; giving, even in his youth, a 
natural propenſity and inclination to a grave 
and ſevere behaviour. But as ſoon as Tiberins 
was dead, and Cains on the imperial throne, 
he, finding his new maſter abandoning and 
plunging himſelf into all manner of ſenſuality 
and delight, began to have theſe thoughts: 
©. Now, Helicon, is the time for thee ; rouze 
thyſelf ; thou haſt one that hearkens to thee, 
and a grand ſpectator of thy actions; to 
whom thou mayeſt approve thyſelf by boaſt- 
ing much. Thou are endowed with a rolling 
and eaſy wit, and can preyail much by thy 
repartees and witticiſms. Thou are no ſtran- 
ger how to ſet off trifles, laughter, jeſts, and 
merry ſpeeches. Thou art maſter as well of 
the liberal as illiberal arts. Thou art maſter 
of a pleaſing flow of words, that carry the 
force of ſatire whilſt thou flatters, and raiſe 
a laughter, and create a ſmart at the ſame 
time, eſpecially when thou haſt the aſcendant 
over thy maſter, and findeſt him eaſy to re- 
celve the poiſon. His ears, as thou know- 
eſt, always open to receive calumny and de- 
traction, forgeries and invented tales. Plague 
thyſelf no more with ſeeking freſh matter to 
keep them alive; thou haſt crimes ready 
« at hand to charge the jewiſh ceremonies with, 
* which thou imbibed and learned in thy in- 
fancy; not from one man, but from the 
* {currilons and talkative part of the people of 
c Alexandria. Diſcover, then, what thou 
* haſt learnt.” 
Theſe were the childiſh and wicked thoughts 
which this ſycophant and impoſtor made uſe of 
to alienate the heart of Caius from the Fews, 
in the proſecution of which, he neither ceaſed 
day nor night carrying on his villainy with the 
greateſt artifice in the world, thereby the more 
to ſet him againſt them: He did not chuſe to 
behave openly in fo nice an aftair, neither was 
he able, could he have never ſo much wiſhed 
it; he, on the other hand, proſecuted his ſcheme 
in covert, a ; with - great deal of cunning, 
thereby doing more execution than if he had 
made an open attack upon the nation. 'Þ's 
was no ſooner known to the ambaſſadors ſent 
by the Alexandrians, but, people ſay, that they 
bought him over to them with great giſts, not 
only of money, but with hopes of other goods 
which they promiſed to give him as ſoon ® 
Caius came to Alexandria. Helicon was e. 
tremely pleaſed with theſe proſperous beg 
nings, and did nothing but dream, all the time, 
of being hononred in the preſence of bis Lord 
and receiving praiſes all over the whole wor! 
(for it might well be ſuppoſed that the 1 


men of the ſeveral cities would make their 
court to him, by leaving their diſtant and re- 
mote cities to vilit the greateſt and moſt cele- 
brated of all); ſo that he promiſed every thing 
with a chearful air and countenance. It was, 
indeed, ſome time that we were kept in entire 
ignorance of this lurking enemy; ſo that our 
obſervations were confined to ſuch only as o- 
penly diſcovered their enmity againſt us: But 
when we came to the bottom of He/icon's de- 
ſigns, we endeavoured, by one way or other, 
to ſee it we could ſoften and mollity the man, 
who was throwing his darts, all around him, at 
us. He was Caius's companion at tennis, at 
the ring, at the baths, at his entertainments 
and banquets: He was the head officer of his 
bed- chamber, a principal dignity, becauſe in 
this poſt he has the entire command of the em- 
peror's ear, and, being free from the avocations 
of other buſineſs, has opportunities enough of 
poiſoning him with his fables, which conſiſted 
of buffoonery, mix'd with abundance of detrac- 
tion, calculated purely, at once, to amuſe and 
prejudice him againſt us. But that which ſeem- 
ed to be his principal aim, namely, the plea- 
{ure of his prince, was only carried on tran- 
nently; and thoſe accuſations which were 
chought to be thrown at random, were the very 
{cope of his intentions, and the ſole purpoſe of 
this pernicious ſlave. At length, having weigh'd 
all his anchors, and being tavoured with a gale 
that blew tavourable to his ſhip, he ſailed with 
expanded fails, and darted all his malice againſt 
us, heaping crime upon crime, and accuſation 
upon accuſation, againſt us; which took ſuch 
deep root in the mind of the liſtener, that it 
was impoſſible for him ever to forget them. 
Now being almoſt at our wits ends, we turned 
every ſtone to ſoften the mind of Helicon; but 
there was no getting to him, and none had con- 
rape enough either to ſpeak ro, or approach him, 
fo great was his arrogance, which no body 
could endure. But we were at a loſs to know 
whether the hatred he diſcovered againſt the 
Fetus was a private concern that touched only 
bimſelf, becauſe he was continually imbittering 
his lord's mind againſt them; ſo that we omit- 
ted ſeeing any more opportunities of confer- 
ring about this buſineſs, and had recourſe to 
another method, which we look*d on more ne- 
ceſſary. We came to a determination to pre- 
tent Caius with a written account of all our 
hardſhips, and a petition that he would be plea- 
ted to redreſs them. There was no more than 
an abſtract of a much longer petition, which, a 
little time before, we had ſent to king Agrippa, 
who fortunately was come now to Alexandria, 
to take ſhipping for Syria, in order to return 
to his kingdom which he had received from the 
emperor, But we were quite ignorant, as well 
as deceived, ever fince our arrival : We thought 
to have found a judge who would have deter- 
mincd juſtly; but, to our coſt, we found him 
our implacable enemy, though outwardly he 
ſeemed to have a ſerene and chearful counte- 
nance, and friendly to beſpeak us. Our firit 
leception was in the Campias Martius, where, 
coming, out of his mother's gardens, he com- 
plimented us, and, by a ſign of his right hand, 
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tſhewed himſelf propitious: He ſent a perſon 
to us whoſe poſt was to receive all ambaſſadors, 
in whoſe name he gave us aſſurances to look 
into our demands as ſoon as he had any leiſure 
upon his hands. This made every body, who 
ſtood about us, nay, our own countrymen, who 
formed their notions according to the appear- 
ance of things, congratulate us on this good 
beginning. For my own part, who, in regard 
of my age and knowledge, thought my ſelf to 
be ſomething wiſer, 1 could not help ſuſpect- 
ing that which others ſeemed to be pleaſed 
with. Theſe were my reflections : What means 
the emperor, now ambaſſadors almoſt from every 
nation of the world are here, in ſaying that hs 
will give audience to us only? He is not a ſtran- 
ger how that we are Jews, who wontd be ſatis- 


fied with being put on an equality with the reſt. 


Certainly it muff be taken to come very near 
magneſs, to hope for ſuch a privilege from a 
youth that 1s a ftranger to us, and a lord of ab- 
ſolute authority. It cannot be otherwiſe but that 
he is wore favourable tothe people of Alexandria, 
and that, in favour of them, he fhews himſelf 
thus ready to give his judgment, But I heartily 
wilh that the parties may find an impartial 
Judge in him ; that he may not prove a patron to 
them, and to us an enen. | 

While I haboured theſe reflections within 
my breaſt, I could not help trembling: I was 
vaſtly uneaſy, both day and night. While I 
continued thus ſorrowful and dejected (for it 
was dangerous to addreſs the emperor), I was 
ſuddenly frightened with another circumſtance, 
which 1 little expected, which feemed to threa- 
ten not ſo much the Fews only, as all mankind. 
We left the city, and followed Caius to Pute- 
oli, He came dowa to the ſea- ſide, and took 
up ſtay there ſome time, viſiting this or that 
village, which are very ſplendid and numerous 
there; all the while being very ſollicitous to 
have our cauſe brought to a hearing, becauſe 


we expected to be called every moment, A 


erſon with ſwollen eyes, trembling, and our 
of breath, came to us; and, having drawn us 
aſide (for there were people ſtanding near us), 
Have you heard, ſaid he, any news © And, with 
that, endeavoured to diſcover ſomething, bur 
was hinder*d by a flood of tears. After a little 
pauſe, he began again to ſpeak, but was a ſe- 
cond and a third time hinder'd, as before. Up- 
on this, we ſtood aſtoniſh'd at his looks, and 
begg'd him to acquaint us with the reaſon of 
his coming ; for we could not think he came on 


purpoſe to weep ſo openly: But if there was 


any thing that deſerved our tears, he would be 
ſure to make us partake with him, who were 
already accuftom*d to ſorrow. At length, after 
many deep ſighs fetch'd up, Our temple 1s 
doomed to deſtrufion and ruin, ſaid he; Caius 
commands that his ſtatue be put up in the pene- 
tralia, with the title of Jupiter on the in/crip- 
tion. This unaccountable news aſtoniſh'd us; 
we were preſently fix'd in amazement: We 
ſtood like mute perſons, and our ſenſes and bo- 
dily ſtrength left us. Immediarely came other 
meſſengers with the ſame melancholy account. 
At laſt, all of us withdrew into our apartment, 
and, ſhutting our ſelves cloſe up, we 185 
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looſe to our ſorrow, and deplored our private 
and publick condition with uncommon dejection 
of mind. We were already tired, and it re- 
pented us that we had paſs'd the vaſt ſea in 
the middle of a ſtorm to petition for a redreſs 
of injuries, to which we were every day expo- 
ſed, without knowing that a greater and more 
terrible tempeſt, than what we had ſuftered at 
ſea, hung over our heads at land. T his laſt 
ſtorm was no more than the conſequence: of a 


natural cauſe, which divides the. ſeaſons ; for 


all nature's works are good and healthful : 
But the former was raiſed by a man who had 
no humanity at all in him; by a youth that 
itch'd after a change, and one abandoned to all 
manner of tyranny and ſenſuality: For his 
youth was vitiated by the greatneſs of the em- 
pire, and therefore an evil not to be conquer'd. 
Pray, who could have courage enough to ap- 
proach him with a petition, or even to whiſper 
him who was the deſtroyer of a temple, the ho- 
lieſt and moſt ſanctified of any in the world? 
It was ſufficiently apparent that he would con- 
temn every thing, who had refrained doing 
honour to that famous temple which the eaſt 
and weſt worſhipped as religiouſly as if it had 
been the ſun. Beſides, ſuppoſing even that an 
audience had been granted, what elſe was to 
be expected but moſt certain death? Let us 
« die, then, /aid I, for we live in order to meet 
* a glorious death, in defence of the laws of our 
© country. But fince our dying will be of no ſer- 
vice or advantage to any, will not it be taken 
© for folly or madneſs to do ſo, thereby adding 
this misfortune to the number of the reſt 2 Eſ- 
© pecially ſince we are ambaſſadors : Which will 
© make thoſe who ſent us, feel the greateſt 
© concern at our loſs. Neither will there be 
wanting, amongſt our tribes, men of malicious 
© tempers, ready to charge us with impiety for 
© abandoning our commonwealth reduced to the 
* laſt extremity, and conſulting our own pri- 
vate advantage. Affairs of ſmall conſequence 
© muſt give way to thoſe of greater; private 
© concerns muſt ſtoop to public, which, once 
© loſt, both the laws and inſtitutions of our 
© country are inevitably loſt, We muſt relin- 
« quiſh the right we have to be citizens of Alex- 


© andria, ſince the whole republic of the eus 


c 15 Concerned in the affair, and it is to be fear- 


ed that this innovator, Caius, and frightful 


© monſter, will command the whole nation to 
© be aboliſh'd. But ſince we may be thought to 
© come upon a needleſs errand, with regard to 
© both cauſes, ſome body may chance to ſay, 
© they cannot get back again with ſafety. Jo 
this I make anſwer, either ſuch a man is very 
«© difingenuous, or he has no knowledge in the 
« facred writings. Minds of generous principles 
© always hope tor the beſt, and the ſacred wri- 
© tings are the original of good hopes, to fuch 
© as learn them, not to them who ſlightly touch 
them, or taſte their doctrines with the ſur- 
* face of their lips. Very like this may be an 
experiment of {ome perſons of this age, to find 
* out how they are aftected towards virtue, and 
* whether they have learnt valiantly to bear up 
* againſt misfortunes. A laſting farewel, there- 
fore, to human protection, which has left 
* us, provided our ſouls are confirmed by a 
good hope; that God will not be wanting to 


_ © raiſed an altar of the vileſt materials, of mud 


give us his aſſiſtance, who ſo many times hath 
© delivered our nation from deſtruction.” 

In this manner we ſtrove to comfort one ano- 
ther, under afflictions that hung over us, con- 
trary to our expectations, and waited to ſee a 
better iſſue put to our doubts: At laſt, havin 
kept ſilence for a ſhort ſpace, we addreſs'd thus 
the meſſengers of our calamity : Why do you 
* fir thus, having thrown a ſpark of fire into our 
* ears only, that burns us, when you onght to 
© explain to us the reaſon of this proceeding, 
that moves Caius to this? Whereupon they re- 
© plied, You are acquainted with the original 
© cauſe which every body Knows, He is reſfolv- 
* ed to be thought a god, and is perfuaded that 
the Fews are the only people that will ob- 
© ſtruct his delire therefore, that he 
© cannot mortifty them the more, or inflict a hea- 
* vier puniſhment upon them, than by taking 
© from the dignity and majeſty of their temple. 
© For he has heard, that it is the moiſt famous 
© one in the whole world, having been adorned 
through a ſucceſſion of ſeveral ages, with ex- 
© ceeding colt, and large preſents. He is in- 
© flexible, and unvariable in this reſpect, and is 
© determined to act in this manner: Beſides, he 
© has received a letter from Capito, his quæſtor, 
* which hath put him into a great rage. This 
« perſon governs 7udæa, and collects the tri- 
* butes there, being offended at the provinces. 
© He was low in circumſtances when he firſt 
© went thither, but now being enrich'd with 
© the depredations and ſpoils he has made, and 
* fearing an accuſation to be laid againſt him, 
© he reſolved to be before-hand, and-to wipe off 
© the crimes, that were too true on his ſide, 
* with calumnies againſt the Jews, having found 
© an opportunity, that favoured his deſign, from 
* a certain circumſtance. Jamnia, a very po- 
pulous city of Judæa, is ſtock'd with inhabi- 
c rants of different nations: The Fews, indeed, 
© make up the greateſt part, the reſt are of o- 
© ther countries, who unfortunately thruſt them- 


© ſelves into the city, as they are ſtrangers, they 


are continuing diſturbing the natives; they are 
* always doing ſomething or other to offend the 
© Fewiſh rites. "The moment theſe people had 
received the news from ſome ſtrangers of 
* Caius's extravagant deſire of being thought a 
god, and how violently he was enraged againſt 
the nation of the Jews, they imagined they 
had got a fit opportunity to put their treachery 
in execution; and therefore, without delay, 


made into bricks, purely to offend the citizens 
© in this action. They were ſenſible that the 
* violation of their laws was a thing they would 
not brook; which proved true in the conſe- 
© quences : For ſeeing thus the rites of their ho- 
© ly country going to be exterminated, they 
* were extremely enraged, went and pulled # 
way the altar. Immediately the diſafteel 
went to Capito, who was the cauſe of the 
© whole tragedy. He, thinking to make b 
© advantage of what had happened, which Is 
© wiſhed tor a conſiderable time, wrote a lette 
to Caius, wherein he exaggerated the whol 
* affair. The emperor having peruſed the <p 
* tle, in which he came to the knowledge 
the whole proceeding, ſent orders to place, 

© the room of the brick altar that had bea 
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« thrown in Famnia, his ſtatue of gold, in the 
© temple of their metropolis, having taken the 
advice of two of. his beſt and moſt judicious 
« counſellors ; namely, Helicon, that famous 
© buffoon, and Ape/les, the tragedian, who, ac- 
« cording to report, had proſtituted the firſt . 
« lower of his age, and was now become a 
player. All men know what the buſineſs of the 
« jtage is, and the deſire of ſuch to gain ap- 
« plauſe in the theatre ; namely, the moſt aban- 
« doned impudence and ſhameleſſneſs. But theſe 
« were the arts helping Apelles into the number 
© of Caius's counſellors, who minded the one 
for his ſinging, the other for his jeſts and 
« buffoonery, without any regard to the admini- 
« {tration of juſtice, or the defence of the pub- 
© lic peace, Thus did Helicon, the enormous 
« ſlave, ſtrike the Fews, like a ſcorpion, with 
« his /Zgyptian poiſon ; while Ayelles, on the 
© other ſide, worked execution by his A/calo- 
ian poiſon; for that was the place of his 
birth. The inhabitants of A/ca/on are at per- 
« petual variance with the bordering Fews, who 
© live in the holy land.“ 
In hearing this, every word wounded our 
fuls : However, theſe honeſt and good coun- 
{ell>rs received the reward that was due to 
their impious actions. Apelles was commanded 
by Caius, on ſeveral crimes being exhibited a- 
gainſt him, to be put in chains of iron, and 
tortured on the wheel ar ſuch and ſuch inter- 
vals; like ſome diſeaſes that uſually return at 
certain periodical days. He/icon loſt his lite by 
Claudins Germanicus Ceſar, tor the like crimes, 
After the removal of theſe two monſters, things 
were in no better condition than before; letters 
were written about the dedication of Caius's 
ſtatue, not raſhly, but with all the accuracy 
and care imaginable. In theſe, orders were gi- 
ven to Petronias, then governor of Syria, to 
leave one half of his army, to oppole the ir- 
ruptions of the eaſtern kings and nations, and 
take the other half and march with it from the 
Euphrates againſt the Fews, to aſſiſt in ſetting 
up the ſtatue, not to make the dedicarion of it 
the more pompous and magnificent thereby, but 
to puniſh thoſe with death immediately, that 
{trove to hinder it. What 1s this you ſay, 
mighty Sir? Becauſe you foreſee that the Fews 
will not ſuffer this encroachment, but that they 
will ſtruggle to death in defence of the laws 
of their country, do you foment a war? You 
ſeem to be no ſtranger to the unhappy conſe- 
quences that will inevitably ariſe from the pro- 
| phanation of the temple by the hands of any 
one, "Therefore, through a kind of preſage, 
| you command an army to be brought, to dedi- 
cate your ſtatue, with the ſlaughter of thou- 
lands of miſerable men and women. 

Petronius having read over the letter, was 
at a ſtand in what manner to proceed. Fear 
hinder'd him from diſobeying ; he knew the 
emperor would reſent the leaſt delay: And it 
was equally dangerous for him to return from 
us orders. He ſaw that, to attempt ſuch an 
action, would be attended neither with ſafe or 
ind conſequences ; and he found, on exami- 
nung it, that there would be great difficulties 
in proſecuting it. He knew that the Fews 
ere people that would not ſuffer one, but a 


ouſand deaths, if it were poſſible, ſooner 
N. 24, 


than ſuffer themſelves to do any thing that was 
forbidden them. All nations are ready and 
chearful to preſerve the rites of their coun- 
tries, but the eus, above the reſt ; becauſe 
they believe their laws are of a divine ſtamp, 
have learnt them from their infancy, carry with 
them their images ſtamp'd in their minds, and, 
by always gazing upon them, admire them as 
the molt perfect in the world; becauſe, too, 
they admit ftrangers, who are obſervers of 
them, into the number of their citizens. Thoſe, 
indeed, who hate and ſcorn them, they lock 
upon as enemies, and have ſuch an abhorrence 
ot every thing that is unlawful amongſt them, 
that they cannot be brought to prevaricate a 
tittle for all the happineſs and good fortune 
that can attend man, But there is nothing 
which they pay ſo much veneration to, as their 
temple; which is diſcovered in this, that it is 
always certain death to thoſe who preſume to 
go beyond the inner encloſure ; for the exterior 
is ſet apart to receive men of their nation that 
come from all parts. Theſe were the reflec- 
tions that ſat in the mind of Petronius; he ſer 
about the affair but ſlowly, thinking it, as in 
truth it was, an audacious undertaking. Hav= 
ing aſſembled together all the reaſons he had, as 
It were, in the conſiſtory of his ſoul, he enqui- 
red of every one their ſeveral opinions, and 
found that all agreed, that religion was ro ſuffer 
no innovation; firſt, becauſe ſo the law of na- 


ture and plety required it; next, becauſe of 


the danger that threaten'd, nor only from God, 
but from the perſons that were injured and de- 
trimented. He conſidered, alſo, how populous 
our nation was; that it was not comprehended 
within the ſpace of one country, Fur diffuſed 
almoſt all over the world. All the provinces 
of the continent and the iſlands, were peopled 
with them, ſo that their numbers were not 
much inferior to thoſe of the natives: There- 


fore, to provoke ſo many thouſands of men, 


did it not ſeem hazardous and dangerous? For 
fear, as might probably be, a general inſurrec- 
tion might ariſe in all countries at once, to re- 
pel this injury, and thereby give birth to an 
inſuperable war, without taking notice of the 
vaſt numbers of inhabitants in Fudæa, remark- 
able for their extraordinary ſtrength, and mighty 
valour, being ready at all times to die glori- 
ouſly rather than abandon or ſorſake the rites 
of their country, though, in the opinions of de- 
tractors, they are called barbarous, when, in 
fact, they are free-born and brave men. 

The forces of the Fetus beyond the Enphra- 
tes ſtruck him with terror; he had not only 
heard, but had ſeen how the Fews were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Babylon and ſeveral other provinces: 
That annually large ſums of money were re- 
mitted thence to the temple in the name of 
firſt-fruits, through different and almoſt impaſ- 
ſable ways, which yet they overcame through 
their extraordinary devotion and piety. There- 
fore it was not without reaſon that he was a- 
fraid, as ſoon as they heard of this new dedi- 
cation, of their riſing immediately into arms, 
and undertaking an expedition; of their muſter- 
ing up together from all parts, joining their 
forces, and of his being hemmed in amongſt 
them, and ſuffering a terrible defear ; fo that 
theſe thoughts retarded him. However, he had 
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different reflections ſometimes; he conſidered 
that his maſter, a youth, ſent him this com- 
mand, who judged every thing advantageous, 
juſt as he broach'd it in his mind, and who was 
reſolved to have that performed which was 
once decreed, though never ſo prejudicial and 
hurtful : That death inevitably thieaten'd him, 
whether he put his commands in execution or 
no. He conſider'd with himſelf, that, ſhould 
he comply with the emperor's demands, a fierce 
war would be the conſequence, and the event 
of that was precarious. On the other hand, 
ſhould he difregard. the royal mandate, his de- 
ſtruction muſt anſwer for it at the hands of 
Cain. | 

Many of the Romans who aſſiſted in the go- 
vernment of the affairs of Syria, were more in- 
clined to undertake a war, becanſe they knew 
that the rage of the prince would fall upon 
them firſt, as being the authors of the diſobe- 
dience: And what gave them an opportunity 
for this, was, their having time to deliberate 
matters, whilſt the ſtatue was preparing; for it 
was not yet ſent over from Italy « Which I 
take to be owing to ſome providence of God, 
thus, by ſome ſecret counſel of his, to protect 
his people from an inſufferable injury. Had 
this happened, the conſequence would have 
been this: Nothing but confuſion and diſorder 
would immediately have broke ont on the vio- 


lation of their laws, before ever they could 


have brought their confultations to bear to any 
advantage: For nothing is fo true as this; 
that the force of reaſon is deſpoiled on the 
ſuddenneſs of any caſe. This made Perronins 
give orders for the making of a ſtarue in a place 
not far from him: He ſent to Phenicia for ſume 
of their moſt famous workmen, and, on their 
coming, gave them the proper materials for ir. 
After this, he ſummoned before him thoſe of the 
Femwiſh prieſts and magiſtrates that bore dignity, 
to whom he laid open the command he had re- 
ceived from Cairns, and, at the ſame time, en- 
deavoured to exhort them patiently to ſubmit 
to the mandate of his maſter, and guard againſt 
the ills that threaten'd them on their refuſal. 
He acquainted them, thar he had a numerous 
army ot Syrians at hand, who were prepared to 
commit the greateſt ſlaughters in every part of 
their country. Petronius was of opinion, that if 
he could bur ſoften the minds of theſe grandees, 
he ſhould be able to bring the reſt of the multi- 
tude to comply after their example. But he was 
groſly out in his conjectures; and the firſt men- 
tion of the affair, they ſeem'd thunder- ſtruck, 
and ſtood ſtock ſtill, as it they had been invol- 
ved in ſome immediate calamity: They ſhed 
tears as tho' from ſome fountain, and tore their 
hair and beards; uttering theſe complaints: What 
avails all our former felicity, to arrive to old age, 
in order to be eje-wiineſſes of that which none of 
our anceſtors ever caſt their eyes on before? But 
with what eyes © We will ſooner tear them ont 
of our heads, and ſo end our lives moſt miſerably 
than ſurvey ſo great an abomination ; which we 
can neither abide to hear, or think of. 

Mean while,they who inhabited the holy city, 
and the other parts of the country, receiving 
the news of this ſtrange innovation, met toge- 
ther with one common conſent, and gave a 


. P11 0's Embaſſy 


looſe to their ſorrow; they left their cities; 
towns, caſtles and houſes, and marched toge- 
ther into Phænicia, where Petronius then te- 
ſided. Some, who belong'd to the Roman 
governor, ſeeing the multitude, went and ac- 
quainted him with the news, bidding him have 
a care of them, taking them for a dangerous 
company of men. Not long after this, another 
multitude of Jews, without any convoy or 
guard, ſuddenly appeared like a cloud, over- 


ſpreading all Phwnicia ; fo that they who were 


ſtrangers to the numbers of the Jews, thought 
it ſomewhat miraculous, At firſt, there was 
ſuch a great noiſe, and ſo much weeping a- 
mongſt them, that thoſe who were preſent 
could not hear a word they themſelves ſaid : 
For even when the clamour was done with, the 
ſound thereof continued for a while afterwards, 
Nothing ſuceeded, after this, but prayers and 
intreaties, ſuch as are generally put in force in 
perillous and calamitous times. The Jews 
were divided into ſix claſſes, namely, the old 
men, youths, and boys; and, to match theſe, 
were the old women, wives, and maidens. As 
ſoon as they ſaw Petronius on an advanced 
ground, all the clafles, as though at one word 


of command, threw themſelves proftrate on the 


ground, with prodigious wailing and ſorrow, 
Petronius commanded them to riſe up and draw 
nearer to him; which they obey'd with a great 
deal of reluctance. Having thrown duſt on 
their heads, and watered their faces with their 
tears, they came near the governor with both 


hands behind their backs, like ſo many con- 


demned perſons; whereupon, the heads thus 
addreſs'd him: We are come hither, as you 
© ſee, unarm'd, that no one may find occaſion 
© to fay that we are in the quality of enemies, 
© We have placed thoſe hands indolently be- 
* hind our backs, which nature gave us for 
© arms, and we now offer up our bodies to {uf- 
© fer a certain number of ſtripes from thoſe 
© who ſhall think fit to inflict them on us. We 
© have, moreover, brought our wives, children, 


and families, along with us, and here pro- 


« ſtrate ourſelves to ſupplicate you, and Cazns, 
© by your intereſt ; having left our houſes with- 
© out any one to guard them: Beſeeching you 
© that you would either preſerve all of us, or 
put us all to death, without diſtinction. Let 
dus acquaint you, Petronius, that we are na- 
© turally fond of peace, and deſirous to put- 
© chaſe it; and that the love and care we have 
© for our children, and training them up, in- 


duces us to it. When Cains came to the Em- 


© pire, we were the firſt in $yr/a that congratu- 


© Jated him on his acceſſion. Vitellius, whom 
© you have the honour ro ſucceed, inhabiting 
© then in our city, had letters on this very ac- 
© count: He was the perſon who acquainted the 
© other cities with joyful news, and our temple 
Vas the firſt that offered up ſacrifice for the em- 
© pire of Caius. When the news firſt reach'd out 
© ears that our country was going to be deprived 
© of its religion, we departed out of our cities, 
© left our private houſes, and poſſeſſions, abal- 
© don*d our effects and the things we held mo! 
© dear to a voluntary prey; with a reſolution, 4 
© we are of opinion, not to give, but to recel'*: 


* Qne thing we bes for all theſe, that our o_ 
: t 


t may be expoſed to no innovation, but that we 


* may be permitted to preſerve only ſuch things 
as cur anceſtors always did before us. It this re- 
© queſt is denied us, we are ready to ſufter death, 
© rather than live, which is far worſe than death. 
« We are told, that an army of horſe and foot 
is prepared againſt us, if ſo be we give any ob- 
© ſtruction to the dedication of Catus's ſtatue. 
But no body is ſo much loſt to himſelf, as 
for a ſervent to diſpute the authority of his 
* maſter. We voluntarily perſent our throats to 
© the point. Let them make (laughter among us; 
© kill us, chop us in pieces, without coming to 
© an engagement, or ſpilling any of their blood. 
© Let our conquerors do what they will with us. 
© What need or occaſion is there then for an 
army? We, who are prieſts, will ſacrifice them 
© as victims; our women ſhall be brought to the 
* temple, and be uxoricides; brothers and ſiſters 
* ſhall ſlay one another, and prove fratricides 
© and ſororicides: Boys and girls ſhall bereave 
© themſelves of their innocent lives, and become 
puer icides and puellacides : For tragick words 
are to be uſed in tragick times. After this, we, 
© ſtanding in the midſt all the time, and be- 
ſptinkled with their blood (for this ſuits with 
thaſe who went to put a period to their lives), 
*will blend among the crowd of martyrs, by 
* throwing our ſelves on the points of our ſwords, 
and falling upon them who are our relations. 
© This willbe the laſt command of dying perſons, 
that God may not impure any crime to us for 
* having a regard to two things; namely, the 
* obedience. that was due to the emperor, and 
the defence of our ſacred laws. This will be 
* the caſe, if we ſet that life at nothing which 
is not worth living for. There is an ancient Cre- 
* cian ſtory which we have been told, that ſays, 
* the head of the Goo had ſo great force in it, 
* that men, on but ſeeing it, were turned into 
* ſtones. J his, though it may ſeem a fable, yet 
it cannot be denied that ſomething of the like 
* to It frequently happens from great and unex- 
pected caſes. The indignation of the em- 
peror brings death along with it, or ſomething 
that come very near to it. You imagine, Pe- 
* kronius, if (but God forbid it) any of our 
* countrymen ſhould ſee the ſtatue brought into 
the temple, that they would not be metamor- 
' Phoſed into ſtones with glaring eyes, and all 
their members bereaved ot their natural mo- 
tion. Ihis, Petronius, is the laſt and molt 
Juſt wiſh we entertain: We inſiſt not for your 
acting againſt your orders, only pray for tome 
[ſpits in this melancholy caſe, and heattily 
. Ntreat you to give us leave to ſend ambaſſadors 
do your maſter ; perhaps it may be, we may 
obtain ſo much of him, as that neither the re- 
„Adlon to our heavenly father, nor our laws, 
: which are the holieſt in the world, be ſtruck 
at: It may be, that we may not be ſer aſide 
to other nations, whoſe rites and cuſtoms are 
myiolably preſerved to them, and that the de- 
dees and edicts of his uncle and great-grand- 
lather may not be annulled, which have ap- 
, Proved, and ſo diligently confirmed our reli- 
Sion and government. Perhaps the recital of 
: theſe things may mollify and influence him in 
our behalt; princes do not always keep alive 


c 


© the ſame reſolution and temper, and paſſionate 
© men ſoon diſcharge themſelves of their pre- 
« judices, We are loaded with infamy and de- 
© tra&tion ; ſuffer us, then, to uſe fome remedy 
or other. It is a very hard cafe for perſons un- 


condemned to ſuffer the condition of the” 


* guilty. If we obtain nothing, he his ſtill at 
* the liberty of doing then, what he wants now 
to be done. Before we have ſent ambaſſadors, 
© do not deprive ſo many thouſands of their 
hopes, who have no advantage of lucre at heart, 
but are influenced by a real motive of piety: 
As we have mentioned lucre, pray what kind 
* of lucre, can be more advantageous, or is more 
profitable, than piety ? 

The ſpokeſmen for the Fews uttered this 
ſpeech with great ardor and emotion of mind, 


with ſighs, and abundance of tears; ſo that 


Petronius, and the others about him, were mo- 
ved with compaſſion. Petronius was of a mild 
and gentle diſpoſition, and very eaſy to be 
gained over, either with words or deeds. The 
Jews were thought to demand nothing but 
what was equitable and fair; and the ſight of 
this petitioning multitude was the moſt miſe- 
rable in the world: Therefore he entered into 
a conſultat ion with his friends. He found that 
thoſe who but juſt before were rigidly againft 
the petitioners, were divided, ſome 1teady to 
agree to it, others ſtill to hang doubtſul, ſome 
to entertain their prejudices, while others, a- 
gain, would not help diſcovering their compaſ- 
lion; which difference of temper might] 

pleaſed him: Though he was ſenſible of the 
cruel and implacable anger of the emperor, and 
the innate barbarity that poſſeſs'd his mind]; yet 
he ſeem'd to be ſome way touch*d with the 
Jewiſh piety and religion. But how to ac- 
count for 1t, we do not know ; whether he had 
been at any time betore inſtructed in their 
learning, and ſo imbibed ſome notions from 


their books, during the time of his being made 


governor of Aa and Syria, in whoſe ſeveral 
towns the Jews reſided in abundance; or whe- 
ther he was naturally ef a docile diſpoſition, 
with regard to the underſtanding topicks wor- 
thy of his knowledge, 1s hard to ſay : How- 
ever this be, God 1s frequently known to ſug- 
geſt good counſel to men that are good, equally 
profitable and commodious as well to them- 


ſelves as the government: Which happened 
now to be the caſe. What, therefore, is the 
conſequence of the decree ; or, rather, what is 
then decreed >? Why, that the artificers make 
not too much haſte, but take all the care, and 
uſe all the labour they can, to adorn the ſtatue 
with the utmoſt of their art, and then take off 
periect copies as well as they poſſibly could, 
that it might be more laſting. For extempo- 
rary works are ſeldom of any duration: where= 
as perfect models are better to endure time 
and age. However, the Fews could not obtain 
leave to ſend ambaſſadors; nor, indeed, was it 
ſafe for them to commit an affair to the will of 
a prince who had every thing under his com- 
mand. Mean while, Ferronwus was not well 
pleaſed either to grant or refuſe what they de- 
manded, becauſe both ways were dangerous : 
The ſureſt way was, to ſend the emperor a 


letter, 
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letter, without accuſing. the Jews at all; to 
ſay nothing of their petitioning; to lay the 
cauſe on the workmen, why the dedication was 
deferr'd, who neceſſarily were to have a cer- 
rain fpace of time to compleat the ſtatue in: 
That ſuch delays would inevitably occaſion a 
longer reſpite, whereby, probably, Caius would, 
at length, ſuffer himſelf to be gained over. 


Beſides this, the corn was ripe now, and there 


was room to fear that the Fews, abandoning 
themſelves ro too much ſorrow for their reli- 
gion, would value their lives at a ſmall rate, 
and, a thouſand to one, deſtroy their lands, and 
ſet fire to their harveſt. Petronius was in ſome 
concern for the gathering in of the corn and 
frat: Moreover, it was reported, that the em- 
peror had determined to fail into Mgypt, and 


viſit Al-xandria; though it ſeemed very un- 


likely that fo great a prince ſhould expoſe him- 
ſelf ro unneceſſary dangers on the high ſeas ; 
and there were two material reaſons ſor his not 
doing fo; which were theſe: One, the large- 
neſs of the fleet to bear him company; the o- 


ther, the preſervation of himſelf ; though his 


journey would have been much eaſier in taking 
che rout of Aſia and Syria. Had he took this 
method, he would every day have had means 
of raking ſhipping, ſince there were two hun- 
dred long ones at hand. In conſequence of 
this report, all the cities of Syria were under a 
neceſſity to provide a ſufficient quantity of pro- 
viſions, eſpecially thoſe on the ſea-coaſt. A 
prodiglous multitude was expected to come, 
both by land and ſea, not cnly from Rome, but 
other parts of 1ra/y, beſides numbers from the 
provinces that lay between; partly of eminent 
and dignified perſons, partly of ſoldiers, both 
horſe and foot, mariners and ſervants: For all 
whom, there was not only required neceſſary 
accommodations, bur, alto, a ſufficiency of e- 
very thing ſuitable to the dignity of the em- 

eror. Ir was thought, after the emperor had 
peruſed the letter, he would have pardoned 
the contents, and condemned the prudence of 
thoſe who deterr'd the dedication, not ſo much 
to gratify the Fews, as to collect the fruits in. 
This opinion, being appfored, the letter was 
wrote, and given to meſſengers, men of expe- 
dition, and who knew how to make the ſhorteſt 
ot their journey. Caius, receiving the letter, 
berrayed his indignation as. he was peruſing it, 
and inew'd a countenancc cover'd over with an 
angry aſpect. Having read it over, he folded 
his hands together; Very well done, Petro- 
ius, jaid he, you are yet to learn how to 
< obey an emperor; your long continuance in 


office {wells up your ambition; you do not 


« ſee that fame has acquainted me, whom, it 
« ſhall not be long betore you thall experience, 
that you favour the laws of the Jews, the 
nation I hate the molt in the world. You 
* neglect the commands of your prince; you 
© have ſhewn your ſelf a coward to a baſe mul- 
« titude, as though the forces under your com- 
© mand, which have ſtruck terror in the eaſt, 
« eſpecially the Parthian kings, were not e- 
* nough for you. But you are puny and 
© compaſſionate; ſo that pity had a larger 
© place in your breaſt than Cazus, You plead 
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the harveſt as an excuſe; but it ſhall not be 
long before your head ſhall be ſevered from 
your ſhoulders, without any excuſe. Yon 
plead, in excuſe, the collecting in of the 
fruits, in order to prepare them for my arti- 
val; as though, if Juda were barren, the 
provinces that border upon it, were not able 
to ſupply proviſions, or make up the defect . 
of a country which is but one government, 
with all their increaſe. But how comes ir 
that I am thus patient; what is it that in- 
duces me thus foolithly to publiſh what J 
would have done? He ſhall receive his re- 
ward, and be the firſt that ſhall experience 
his own deſtruction, However, I will make 
no more threatenings; though my anger ſhall 
be kept alive.” | 


Some little time after this, he returned ar. 
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anſwer, by one of his ſecretaries to Petron ius's 


letter, commending therein, by an artificial 
pretence, his extraordinary precaution and un- 
derſtanding, and his foreſight into things to 
come. He was extremely afraid of his gover- 
nors, becauſe they had all the opportunities in 


the world, were they ſo minded, to create in- 


novations and diſturbances; eſpecially in the 


large provinces, where conſiderable armies wete 


kept up; ſuch as were the tract of land compre- 
hending Syria to the Euphrates. So that hav- 
ing ſmooth'd over Petronius in this letter, he 
only conceal'd his reſentment, which was im- 
placable, to a fit opportunity. After which, he 
added a command; which was, to uſe all ima- 
ginable diligence in the affair of the dedica- 
tion; for the harveſt might very well be got in 
then: And his excuſe, in reſpect to that point, 
whether 1t was real, or a forc'd one, of courſe 
dropp'd to the ground. © K 
Shortly after, came Agrippa, to pay his 
compliments to Cains, as ufual; he was en- 
tirely a ſtranger to Petronius's letter, and to 
the anſwer the emperor had wrote back. How- 
ever, from the clondy countenance of Cars he 
preſently gueſs'd that ſome uneaſineſs and re- 
ſentment lurk'd, and was brooding in his breaſt, 
He conſidered with himſelf, if he had not, ei- 
ther in word or action, committed fomerhing 
which might thus offend him, which he ought 
not to have done; but finding he was entirely 
clear of crime, he found, as the caſe really 
was, that his reſentment was. againſt others: 
But perceiving, again, that his ftern countenance 
was directed only at him, he began to be in 
ſome apprehenſions of fear. Several times he 
was willing to enquire the reaſon, but as often 
put a reſtraint upon himſelf for fear his rat 
curioſity ſhould bring upon his own head thoſe 
menaces which were defigned another way. 
Hereupon, Gaius, who, had a ſurprizing att, 
from the aſpect of perſons, to collect what they 
thought, after he ſaw the king thus fearful and 
heſitating; Are you, Agrippa, ſays he, in ſo! 
perplexity or doubt? Iwill remove your ſcrupits 
The long time you have converſed with me, al, 
gou ſo much a ſtranger, as uot to know thi. 
am uſed to ſpeak as much with wy eyes, as W 
tongue? Thoſe good and honeſt citizeps of your" 
who are the only people ont of the reſt of nas, 
kind that refuſe Caius the honour of being fr 
| | 6 Zet 
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a god, ſeem now to ſeek their ruin and death, 
through their unſeaſonable contumacy ; for hav- 
ing given my commands for tho ſtatue of Jupiter 
to be ſet up, and conſecrated in their temple, they 
leave their city and fields, and throng together, 
like ſo many ſupplicants, in appearance, thong h, 
in reality, to trample upon my-orders, More of 
the ſame nature he was going to thunder our, 
but the king, involv'd in the greateſt anxiety 
imaginable, was terribly afraid, and changed 
colour every moment, now red, then pale. He 
was ſeized with a kind of horror from head to 
foot, and the confuſion and trembling all his 
joints were in, had certainly made him fall, 
had not thoſe who ſtood next him ſupported 
him, who had orders to carry him to his houſe ; 
which they did ſpeechleſs, and almoſt motion- 
leſs. However, Caius was the more exaſpe- 
rated againit the Jews. 
who 1s my familiar friend, and one obliged to me 
for many favours, ſhews ſo much regard to the 
rites of his country, that he cannot endure to 
hear a word ſpoke againfl them, but ſeems 
frighted almoſt to death ai the crime; what muſt 
I expe from others, who have nothing tc vex 
him in that manner? As tor Agrippa, all that 
day, and part of the next he was ſeiz'd with 
a turpriziog ſtupidity, inſomuch, that he was 
not himſelt all the while; but, towards the 
evening, he began to liit up his head a little, 
and, with great difficulty, opened his eyes, 
though yer ſo much darkened, that he could 
hardly diſtinguiſh the perſons that ſtood about 
him, 
gentle repoſe, and ſeem'd to reſt ſomething bet- 
ter, as appear'd from the manner of drawing 
his breath, and the beating of his pulſe. A 
while after, waking, he enquir'd, Where am I 
now, with Caius? Is that great prince here? 
They anſwer'd him, Be eaſy, Sir, yon are at 
home; Caius is not here; you have ſlept enough; 
raiſe your ſelf up upon the bed. Look on theſe 
about you, they are all your domeſticks, friends, 
freedmen, ſervants, your true and faithful ſer- 
vants. Upon this, looking about him, and 
ſeeing all of them drowned in ſorrow, he be- 
gan to be uneaſy at himſelt: However, the 


9 phyſicians ordered the company to withdraw, 
br that he might be anointed, and have proper 
ly food given him to refreſh his body. Gentlemen, 


laid he, you rake a world of pains to prepare 
me fo that is delicate and fine; but is it not 
as good for a miſerable man, as I am, to drive 
away his hunger with eating and "ſong things 
that are mean, and the moſt ſimple? Which I 
would not ſuffer, unleſs I had ſome ſmall hope 


mw 1s reduced to the laſt extremity, He ſpoke 
theſe words with a flood of tears, contented 
himſelf with food that was only neceſſary, 
without kickſhaws; not ſo much as ſuffering 
vine to be mix'd in his drink; but drinking 
water by itſelf. Now, ſaid he, my poor belly 
has got its deſire. What have I to do, now, but 
ſuppliantly to intercede with Caius in behalf of 
the preſent danger that threatens the Jews? 
And, having fo ſaid, he took the tables, and 
rote this letter, | 
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If Agrippa, ſays he, 


But, a little atter this, he fell into a 


of doing the greateſt ſervice to my nation, that 
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_ |. Hmm my perſonal appearance ; fear and 
L. reverence obſtruct me; I am terrified 
* at your menaces, and ſo much majeſty aſto- 
* niſhes me. This letter will better explain 
* what I want to petition for, which I humbly 
© ſend you. All men, great emperor, have a 
love implanted in their natures for their 
* country, and a facred deſire to preſerve its 
© rites, two circumitances which I have no oc- 
caſion to acquaint you With, who are, your 
ſelf, devoted to the intereſt of that land 
you were born in, and a ſincere admirer of 
its laws, which you look on as the beſt in 
the world, though they are not ſo; becauſe 
every one judges of them according to hu- 
mour, more than reaſon. As for myſelf, I 
was born a Few, as you know; and my na- 
* tive country is Hiero/olyma, where the moſt 
© ſacred temple of the moſt high God ſtands. 
© My anceſtors, fathers, and grandfathers, were 
© kings, and ſome of them dignified with the 
© office of the high-prieſthood ; which honour 
© was more to them than a diadem: Conceiv- 
ing that by much the more God excelled 
© man, ſo much more excellent was the prieſt- 
© hood than a kingdom. To the former be- 
© longeth the care over divine things; to the 
latter that over human, Now as I am ſo 
* nearly allied to this country, nation, and 
* temple, by all manner of ways, I intreat 
* you, in behalf of all my countrymen, not to 
force them from the true religion they pro- 
* feſs, to another that is quite oppoſite; ſince 
they have at all times bore abundance of fa- 
© cred deference to your family: For ſo far as 
is lawful for the laws of the religion of my 
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«© country to do, in that reſpect they have no 


© room to ſtoop to any other nation, either in 
Europe, or Afta: They have conſtantly of- 
© fered up prayers for the ſafeguard and pre- 
* ſervation of the empire; they have made 
* frequent gifts; ſacrificed not only on their 
c publick feſtivals, but alſo offered daily vic- 
* tims: So that their mouths and tongues 
© have not been tif only inſtruments to praiſe 
the Cæſars with; bur they diſcovered alſo 
in their actions the propenſity of their incli- 
© nations to ſerve them. Wherefore ſuffer 
© me, great emperor, to plead thus in behalf 
© of my ſacred city, my birth-place, which is 
© not a metropolis only of the country of 7 
© 42a, but of many others, becauſe of th@co- 
* lonies formerly taken from thence ; namely, 
© thoſe nearer at hand, into /Zgypt that borders 
© upon us, Phenicia, Syria, and that named 
Cele; or thoſe removed at a greater diſtance, 

namely, into Pamphylia, Clicia, ſeveral parts 

of Aſia as far as Bythinia, and the inward 

bays of the ſea; ſo, in like manner, into 


Argos, Corinth, and the principal places of 
Peloponneſus. Nor yet are the provinces on 
the continent the only places that are ſtock'd 
with colonies of Fews; but the moſt famous 


c 
c 
« 
c 
© Theſſaly, Bœotia, Macedonia, Attica, Aftolia, 
c 
c 
c 
o 
c 


and celebrated iſlands have them likewiſe: 
For om Eubæa, 
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Cyprus, Crete, not to 
© 1nſiſt 
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" inſiſt on the places beyond the Euphrates ; 
" excepting only a ſmall portion of Babylon © 
Though the Jews inhabit in the other pro- 
* vince, and till the cities that ſtand in a good 
* ſoil. Therefore it my country can influence 
you ſo far as to obtain your clemency in this 
point, you will not only ſecure the protec- 
tion of Hieroſolyma, but of great many o- 
ther cities, ſituate in the different quarters 
© of the world; to wit, Aha, Europe and A. 
* frica, and in the iſlands, maritime and inland 
© towns. It will make for your illuſtrious 
* dignity thus to extend your favour to one 
© city, whereby you will gain the love of a 
© great many more; fo that your name ſhall 
© be divulged throughout the whole world, 
* and every place reſound with the commen- 


o- 
£ 
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dations aſcribed to your actions. You have 


* gratified entire countries of ſome of your 
friends with the liberty of Rome; and they 
who before were but flaves, by your means 
were made waiters of others. ' Yet they 
who are ſenſible of this obligation, do not 
receive more gladneſs tiom it, than they who 
were the original cauſes of it. For my part, 
I can always perſuade myſelt that I have a 
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* lord and maſter above mie; but to be rec 


* koned amongſt the number of your friends, 
* to ſtoop to few in honour and dignity, to no 
mau in love and benevolence; nay, to be the 
* firſt in this point, either becauſe it is here- 
© ditary to me, or becauſe I have infinitely 
« been obliged to you, is my ultimate deſire : 
© Yet 1 dare not take the preſumption to in- 


© tercede for my country; 1 do not mention 


© the city of Rome; no, not to petition for li- 
* berty and immunity: The tavour 1 usk for 
© them is of the laſt advantage, though to you 
© injurious. For what greater happineſs and 
© felicity can ſubje&s have, than a propitious 
prince? Hiero/olyma, great emperor, was 
© the firſt place that received the news of your 
ſucceſſion to the empire, which was fo much 
* exery body's deſire; and from the holy city 
* the report of it was carried over the neigh- 
* bouring provinces : "This noble city is deſer- 
* ving to obtain your fawur. As thoſe ſons 
* who ate born firſt are more eſteemed and dig- 
© ified, becauſe the father and mother acquire 
© a propitious name by their means; in the 
* ſame manner, becauſe Hiero/olyma was the 
fiat of all the catt to congratulate you on 
* your acceſſion to the throne, it is but juſtice 
that it ſhould be treated ſomething tenderly, 
© or certainly not to reduce it to a worſe con- 
dition than the others. Thus far extend my 
* prayers tor my country; the laſt which I 
© uſe are in behalf of the temple. Now this 
* remple, Caius, from its firſt foundation till 
© now, never ſuffer'd an image made with 
hands to ſtand within it; becauſe it is an 
© houſe dedicated to God, Now pictures and 
ſtatues are the reſemblance of ſenſible gods, 
* or thoſe that may be touch'd; but to paint 
© or carye him who is inviſible, has been look'd 
don by our anceflors as an henious crime. 
« Aprippa, your grandfather, ſurvey'd this 
© temple, and honour'd it. Auguſtus, com- 
© manged by his patent to bring the firſt-fruits 


© were in his power, prailing and commending 


from every place to it, and fnſtituited a daily 
* ſacrifice. Your great-grandmother honour'd - 
© it, Neither Greek nor Barbarian, neither 
* King or any governor, or the greateſt of its 
© enemies; neither ſedition, nor war; neither 
* captivity, nor deſtruction, nor any other 
* thing, ever brought fo great a calamity upon 
© it, as for an image made with hands to be 
© carried into it againſt its eſtabliſh*d and an- 
© cient laws. Though abundance of its own 
© inhabitants were no great friends to it, yet 
© 1ts religion was always preſerved ſafe, and it 
© kept ſacred to the founder and father of 
© all things. They were too well acquainted 
how that the violation of it was expiated 
with the moſt dreadful calamities; which 
made them always fearful to injure it, leſt 
« thereby they ſhould draw upon themſelves 
their own deſtruction. . I believe I am under 
© no. neceſſity of producing foreign teftimo. 
© nies, when I can cite ſome at home. When 
Marcus Agrippa, your grandfather by the mo- 
« ther's ſide, came into J7adæa, during the 
time that Herd my grandfather ſar upon 
© the throne, without thinking much of the 
« fatigue of travelling from the fea ſhore to 
* 
c 
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Hieroſolyma, which was in the middle of the 

inland country. After he had viewed the 

remple, the rites of the prieits, and the pu- 
c rity of the citizens, he was tranfported with 
« the fight, as with a miracle or ineffable con- 
c juncture; ſo that in the familiar diſcourſe he 
© had with his acquaintance, nothing came 
from his tongue but commenda:ions of the 
« temple, and its rich ornaments. So long as 
© he continued there in Herod's favour, he went 
© every day thither, to pleaſe his mind, with a 
c view of the whole materials, with the order 
© of the ſacrifices, aud the majeſty that appear'd 
in the high-prieſt, both in his looks and ha- 
bit. Afterwards, when he had honoured 
© the temple with ſome preſents he made it, 
© and given the citizens ſuch indulgencies as 


© Herod, and, in his turn, receiving back the 
© {ame compliments, he was conducted to the 
© ſea-(ide, after a train of people from ſeveral 
cities; who ſtrew'd the road with branches 
© and flowers in reſpect to his piety. What 
c elſe did your other grandfather Tiberius Cu- 
© /ar?2 Did not he diſcover the ſame temper 
© and inclination? For the three and twenty 
© years, the time he held the empire, the mole 
© ancient religion of the temple was preſerved 
© ſafe, and remained unaltered : And though 
under his reign I was expoſed to a thouſand 
© hardſhips, yet 1 can produce ſomething thi! 
© adds to his commendation, Truth, I know, 
© is always acceptable to you, and ſure to find 
© a friend in you, Pilate happen'd to be go* 
< yernor of Fudea at this time: This Rows” 
© not ſo much to honour the emperor, as '? 
© ſhew his hatred to the people, ſet up ſome 
golden ſhields in Herod's palace, within the 
© ſacred city; but without having any image 
impreſs'd upon them, or ought elſe that u“ 
* againſt the laws; only a title that conta 
© the name of the perſon that dedicated e, 


© and of him they were dedicated to. 4 
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e ſoon as the people got intelligence of this 


g affair, they ſummon'd together four of the 


« king's ſon's; of princely fortune and dignity, 
ho were the remaining branches of his ta- 
« mily, and with them x reſt of the gran- 
dees; when they petitioned them to remove 
the ſhields, which were an innovation upon 
« their rights, and not ſuffer the laws of their 
« country to be 1niringed or trampled upon ; 
« which their foregoing Kings and the empe- 
© rors had conſerved entire. This was com- 
« plied with; but Pflate, who was of a ſour 
and ill-natur'd diſpoſition, oppoſing them 
« ſtifly, they made loud acclamations of, Do 
© not ſoment ſeditions, and Kindle up a war; 
© do not break the peace; the emperor's robbed 
« of his honour by this contumelious carriage; 
do not ſeek any pretence for committing this 
© injury, "I iberius is a prince that will not 
« ſuffer any of our cufloms to be violated ; either 
« ſhew his command, or letter, ordering this, er 
ſimet hing of the like, that we may leave jor, 
« and refer to your maſter Ly, our ambaſſadors. 
This did but the more exaſperated him; for 
© he was afraid if an embaſly was ſent, the 
© reſt of his crimes would come to light, and 


a 


he detected; ſuch as felling his judgments | 


© and determinations, his rapines, numberleſs 
injuries, deftructions, torments, frequent 
© putting to death of perſons without any 
© manner of proceſs; and his unexampled 
«© cruelty, This magnified his reſentment, and 
put him into a ſituation he knew not how to 
© extricate himſelf out of; becauſe he neither 
«© durit take away the things that had been 
© once dedicated, neither was he willing to 
© humour his ſubjects: Though he was no 
© ſtranger all the while to the conſtancy of 
© Tiberius in ſuch caſes. The chief among the 
© Jews, when they ſaw this, and found he be- 
© pan to repent of what he had done, though 
he diſſembled it as much as he cou'd, they 
wrote a letter to Tiberins, couch'd in very 
ſubmiſſive terms, and full of humble intrea- 
ties; who underſtanding by it what Pate 
had ſaid, and what he had threaten'd, I have 
no need to mention how he was enrag'd ; 
though he was not very eaſy to be rouz'd u 
into a paſſion, But this affair fully diſcovers 
* its anger; for immediately, without any he- 
© litation or delay, he wrote back a letter to 
* the governor, therein charging him heavily 
for his preſumption, and commanding him in- 
* ſtantly to take away the ſhields: Which 


A 


A 


. © were carried to Cæſarea on the ſea-coaſt ; ſo 


* nam'd from Auguſtus your grandfather, where- 
* they were dedicated in the temple that was 
* ſacred ro him. In this action not only the 
* honour of the emperor was augmented, but 
*allo the ancient laws of Hiero/olpma were 
kept unviolated. Then ſhields were dedi- 
N cated without any painted or engraven image 
i upon them. Now we mult have a vaſt co- 
: oſſus; then they were ſer up in the private 
: houſe of a governor: But now, for ſo fame 
_ ſeports, this ſtatue muſt be erected in the 
aner ſanctuary, into which the high-prieſt 
: enters but once a year, and that in the time 
ot taſting, only to burn incenſe, and offer 
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© up his vows, as cuſtomary, for the year to 
* prove. happy, and for all mankind to enjoy 


Tranquility and peace. In ſhort, if any one, 


* I do not ſay a common Jew, but a prieſt, 
* or he that is next to the high-prieſt, nay, the 
very high-prieſt himſelf, ſhould preſume to 
* enter two days in a year, or three or four 
* times on the ſame day, he infallibly loſes his 
head. For our law-giver was pleaſed to 
make the adyt, or holy of holies, of the 
* temple, ſo ſacred, that none ſhould touch it, 
* nay, that it ſhould be innacceſſible. How | 
large a number, think you, will ſacrifice 
* themſelyes voluntarily, if they ſee a ſtatue 
* brought in? I am truly of opinion, the 
will firft ſlay their wives and children, and 
© then throw themſelves on the points of their 
* {words on the bodies of their relations. This 
is what was decreed by Tiberias, But what 
did your great-grandfather, the beſt empe- 
* ror that ever reigned, and the firſt who for 
his virtue and ſucceſs obtained the ſirname of 
* Augnſius; who ſpread peace over ſea and 
land to the fartheſt limits of the world; 
Did not he, I ſay, after he had heard from 
* thoſe from whom he made his enquiry abour 
* the temple, that there was no image made 
* with hands ſuffered to be there, that repre- 
© {ented an inviſible nature under a viſible 
form, ſtand in the greateſt amaze, and ſeem'd 
© to admire it with a religious awe. This 
* prince had not taſted deep of our philoſophy, 
© but had only retained in his memory the ſay- 
© ings of the philoſophers about us at his e 
© tertaznments, which were pretty frequent; 
© or had received them from the acquaintance 
© of learned men, whom he kept about his 
© palace: For at ſupper-time liberty was con- 
c {tantly allowed for learned diſcourſe to go 


© round; whereby not only his body, but alſo 


© his ſoul, received refreſhment from the fine 
© repaſt. I could, 'tis true, produce number- 
© leſs examples of this Auguſtus, your great- 
« grandfather; but 1 ſhall confine my ſelf to 
tuo. | | 

© When he came firſt to hear that the ſacred 
© firſt-fruits were neglected, he ſent letters to 
© the procurators of the ſeveral provinces of 
* Afa, with expreſs orders to let the Fewws 
© make their aſſemblies only in their ſyna- 
* gogues; for that they were not Bacchanalia, 
dor aſſemblies of ſeditious perſons purpoſely 
© met together to diſturb the peace; but were 
© ſchools and ſeminaries of juſtice and tempe- 
© rance, in which the ſtudy of virtue flouriſh'd ; 
© and that the firſt-truits ſhould be carried to 
© the place where the ſacrifices were made : 
To which end, he ſent a ſacred embaſly to 
«© the temple at Hieroſolyma; after which, he 
commands them to give no impediment or 
* obſtruEtion. to the Jews in making their aſ- 
© ſemblies, or ſending their firſt-fruits ro Hic- 
* roſolyma, after the cuſtom of their country. 
© If theſe are not the very words, yet the or- 
ders he gave in his letters were couched in 
the ſame ſenſe. I will now ſubjoin the copy 
© of one letter, that you may give the eatier 
credit, Sir, to what I here advance. The 
© letter was wrote by Cains Norbanus Flaccus, 


herein 
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© wherein he ſignifies what Ceſar acquainted 
© him with. The words are theſe : 


* 


Cains Norbanus Flaccus, Proconſul, to 
_ the Magiſtrates of Epheſus, greeting: 


HA E received a Letter from Cæſar, 


wherein he commands, that the Jews where- 


ſoever they reſided, be ſuffered to make their aſ= 

emblies, according tothe ancient privileges and 
cuſtoms of their country; and to collect the mo- 
ney, without interruption, which they ſend to 
Hieroſolyma. In the execution of theſe two 
points, his pleaſure is, that they meet with no 
oppretion. Therefore Lig niſ this faller to you, 
and order you to do fo. 


© Is not this, emperor, a plain and manifeſt 
proof of C:c/ar's will; how religiouſly he 
was affected towards our temple, in permit- 
* ting the Jews to celebrate their aſſemblies 
in publ.ck; and to collect their firſt- fruits, 
and do rhe other duties of their religion? 
J here is another argument of equal weight 


A „ 


Angifits, by au edict, commanded to be pro- 
vided an ox and two lambs, at his own ex- 
pence, for perpetual victims to be made 
every day to the moſt high God as a burnt- 
offering; which are continu'd to be offer'd 
to this day. This was one of Cæſar's actions, 
though he knew their was no image either 
publickly or privately ſet up within this 
temple. Notwithſtanding ſo great a prince 
as he was, who had not his tellow in the 
knowledge of philoſophy, conſidered that it 
was abſolutely neceſſary there ſhould be 
ſome famous temple in the world dedicated 
to the inviſible God, without any image or 
likeneſs of any thing in it; where mankind, 
with a good and ſure hope, might offer up 
their prayers. Julia Auguſta, your great- 
grandmother, copied this great pattern of 
religion, and embelliſh'd this temple with 
phials and cups of gold, and ſeveral other 
gifts of exceeding great value, But how 
came all this when there was no ſuch thing 
as an image throughceut the whole temple? 


FFF 
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c weaker than thoſe of men, and can reach no 
farther than things that ſtrike upon their ſen- 
c ſes; yet Julia, as ſhe excelled all others of 
her ſex in other qualifications, ſo ſhe diſco- 
© yered her ſelf ſuperior to them in this point. 
Wat nature had denied her, ſhe acquired 
© by her own underſtanding and reflection, 
© and ſeem'd_to poſſeſs the reaſon of a man; 
inſomuch, that ſhe made it plainly appear, 
that intelligible, more than ſenſible objects, 
« were her ſtudy, which ſhe accounted but as 
the ſhadows of them. Since, therefore, Sir, 
© you have ſo many examples in your own fa- 
© mily of the great regard and reſpect your 
© anceſtors bore us, from whom you have the 
© honour to be deſcended; and ſince you are 
© raiſed to ſuch an elevated pitch of grandeur, 
« preſerve thoſe things to us which every one 


with the former, from which it appears that 


The minds and tempers of women are much 


Pn: o's Embaſſ 


We 
petition you in behalf of our laws; do not 
make of no force thoſe decrees enacted in 
our favour, which have remained in full vir- 
tue to this time. "Though the uncertainty of 
what may come does not ſuffer even the moſt 


of them have preſerved before you; 


preſumptuous to be ſecure. Should I go a- 
bout to ſum up the many friendly offices you 
have done, and the ſeveral obligations I lie 
under to you on their account, a whole day 
would be too ſhort for the task. Neither 
am I under any neceſſity of giving a com- 
pendious narrative of them; but it is abun- 
dantly more my intereſt to be ſilent herein: 
For the things themſelves ſpeak for me. 
You ſet me at liberty from my chains of 
iron; who is a ſtranger to this? Pray, my 
good emperor, do not bind me in heavier fet- 
ters: The former only oppreſs'd part of my 
body ; theſe latter, I am afraid, will be a 
burden to my whole foul. When the fear 
of death too much frighted me, you deli- 
vered me from my mortal apprehenſions ; 
and when I was ſeemingly dead with m 

hardſhips, you reſtor'd me again to life, and 
* ſnatch'd me from the funeral pile. Let your 
* kindneſs and favour for me, emperor, be e- 
* verlatting; for fear your Agrippa put a haſty 
period to his life: Otherwiſe I ſhall not ſeem 
© to be faved in order to enjoy life, but to die 
* ſplendidly amidſt © greater misfortunes. You 
© made me a preſent of a kingdom, in which 
condition no body on earth enjoyed more ſe- 
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renity and peace: At firſt it contained but 


one country; upon which, in a little time, 
© you annexed to it a larger, namely, Tracho- 
© nitis and Galilee, Therefore, Sir, ſince you 
© have enlarged my dominions with other ter- 
* ritories That were not neceſſary; do not de- 
* prive me of ſuch as abſolutely are needful. 
Vo not caſt into utter oblivion and darkneſs, 


© again, the man who is now encircled with 


* the cleareſt light. If your pleaſure is to be 
* obey'd, 1 voluntarily reſign my ſplendor; 
© nor do I covet my former condition. One 
* thing 1 petition for to you, which is, that 
* the rites and cuſtoms of my country may re- 
main on the ſame foot as they have done time 
© Immemorial. What do either my own 
© tribes, or the reſt of mankind, ſay of me? 
Why, that he follows one or t'other of theſe 
© two things; either to be ſtiled a traitor to 
* his countrymen, or a friend of your's here- 
* after: But I will be accounted neither; for 
* nothing in the world can be more unhappy, 
take which of them you pleaſe. For if I te- 
* tain a place yet amongſt the number of your 
© friends, the world will charge me with trea- 
« chery; and the ſame imputation will load my 
character if J refuſe giving my country the 
* aſſiſtance which I ought, or abſtain from keep: 
© 1ng the temple unviolated. Perſons in your 
* exalted ſtations are uſed to conſult in theit 
© affairs the more powerful of their friends 
© that ſollicit governments; which, ſuppoling 
© I proved any way offenſive to your mind, ? 
© ſhould beg you not to bind me in ſuch chain 
© as Tiberius did; but, in order to deliver me 


« of my frequent apprehenſions about that 
head, 
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© head, I ſhould hanſomely bid you put me 
to death immediately.d What occaſion ſhould 
<.I have of deſiring to prolong my life, when 


* my only hope depended upon your benevo-. 


© lence and Kindneſs ? 


This was the letter which he wrote, and ſent 
ſeal'd to Caius; after which, he ſhut himſelf 
up within his houſe, and walted the conſequence 
with great impatience and anxiety. He was a- 


fraid he had timed the writing this letter not. 
ſo properly as he ſhould have done, and. that 
the ſeaſon was very incommodious to addreſs 


the emperor in that way, Certain it is, he ran 
the riſque of no little danger, I mean with re- 
gard to the liberty and lives not only of thoſe 
who dwelt in the holy land, but, alſo, of all 
the eus any where diſpers'd over the face of 
the whole world. 755 
While the emperor was peruſing the letter, 
he perceived his deſign had not ſucceeded: 
Now and then he ſeem'd to be won over by the 
juſtice of ſo good a cauſe; now and then by 
the intreaties that were annex'd to it. He 
commended Agrippa in part, and in part ac- 
cuſed him. He laid to his charge the too 
much love and affection he diſcovered for his 
countrymen, who had been the only people 
that, through contumacy and diſobedience, had 
refus*d the conſecration of his image. How- 
ever, he praiſed the king for being ſo frank in 
not concealing his mind, which, he ſaid, plainly 
ſhew'd a great ſoul, and generous diſpoſition. 
Io all outward appearance he ſeemed perfectly 
reconciled and made eaſy, and returned an an- 
ſwer to Agrippa's letter, couch'd in very mild 
and obliging terms. He preſented Agrippa 
with a kind of promiſe, in his letter, that there 
ſhould be no more mentioned about the dedi- 
cation, which was the greateſt obligation he 


could lay on the king; and, at the ſame time, 


gave orders for a letter to be wrote to Pe- 
tronius, governor of Syria, to ſuffer no inno- 
ration to be made in the temple at Hieroſolyma. 
However, to make appear the favour he had 
thus granted was not entirely ſolid, he mixed 
ſeveral menaces up and down the letter, which 
was after the manner here underneath: That 
he exempted one metropolis; but if in any of 
the bordering cities there were found any that 
obſtructed others who were deſirous to erect 
temples, altars, or ſtatues to him, ſuch, who 
gare the impediment, were either to be put 
immediately to death, or be ſent ro him. This 
was no other than the ſpring of numerous ſe- 
ditions, and the cauſe of civil wars: It was no 


other than a ſhrewd and tacit abrogation of the 


tavour he ſeemed to have given with ſo. much 
Jultice and ſimplicity : For now thoſe who were 
enemies of the Fews diſcovered their hatred 
more againſt them, than they did honour to 
Cairs, The former were thought determin'd 
to fill all the country with their anathemas 
and calumnies ; the latter could not ſuffer their 
aws and cuſtoms to be violated or intring'd, 
and they be lookers on all the while; though 
they thew'd themſelves patient and ſubmiſſive 
to a miracle, Caius, mean time, puniſh'd thoſe 


very ſeverely that were found to make any diſ- 
72 ; 


turbance. He gave orders again for his ſtatue 
to be ſet up in the temple; but ſome provi- 
dence of the moſt righteous God ſo order'd it, 
that none gave any freſh diſturbance, or afford- 
ed a pretence for ſo doing: Though the ſmal- 
leſt fault was attended with the worſt of con- 
ſequences. But of what ſignification or advan- 
tage was this moment of tranquility, ſome or 
other probably may ſay; for if the reſt kept 
themſelves quiet, Caius did not ſo. The fa- 
vour he had granted began to give his mind 
ſome uneaſineſs, and his former deſire rekindled 
within his breaſt. He gave orders for another 
ſtatue to be made at Rome, of braſs, and co- 
ver'd over with gold, throwing aſide that caſt 


for him at Sidon, for fear of any tumults ariſing 


among the people ; and this, he thought, being 
put privately on ſhip-board, and tranſported 
into Fudæa, it might on a ſudden be ſet up in 
the temple before the Fews came to know any 
thing of the matter. He took ſhipping for 
Aaypt, thinking thereby to accompliſh his de- 
ſign the ſooner. He had an extreme deſire to 
ſee Alexandria, and had taken a world of care 
about. his journey, in order to take up his re- 
ſidence there ſome. time, being of opinion that 
the conſecration of his image, which he ſo much 
dream'd of, would ſucceed better in that city; 
and that as it ſtood in a very convenient place, 
the example of this new religion of his would 
ſpread. itſelf into the leſſer towns. Indeed 'tis 
generally ſeen, that not only the lower claſs 
ol men, but that of cities too, imitate the ex- 
ample of their ſuperiors and betters. But 


Caitts was likewiſe ſo various and inconſtant in 
his temper, that any thing done by him that 


was good, he would immediately repent of, and 
render it ot no ſignification, by turning it into 
ſomething that was hurtful and prejudicial. To 
ſet this in a clear light, or for the ſake of an 
example: Ou a time he ſet ſome priſoners at 


berty; and though nothing could be found 


criminal againſt them, he ordered them to be 
put into chains again, whereby he deprived the 
poor wretches of all manner of hope of pardon. 
Others, who had no other thoughts but of ſut- 
tering death, were condemned to be baniſh'd by 
him; not becauſe they were guilty of a capital 
crime, or any other the leaſt omiſſion, but be- 
cauſe the implacable temper, and rigid diſpoſi- 
tion of their judge, made them deſpair of par- 
don. Theſe. perſons imagining they had eſca- 
ped the worſt, imputed their baniſhment to ſome 
bribe that had been given in their favour ; and 
this rejoiced them as much as others were plea- 


ſed for returning back into their country. 


However, though they endeavoured at no 
change; inhabiting the iſlands they were baniſh'd 
to, as if they had been their ſeveral birth-pla- 
ces, and ſubmitting bravely to their misfor- 
tunes; it was not long before he ſent a com- 
pany of ſoldiers, who put every one of them 
to death. This proceeding filled the city with 
unexpected ſorrow, eſpecially ſuch families as 
bore the chiefeſt dignities. If he preſented any 
with ſums of money, he would afterwards de- 
mand them again, not under-colour of having 
lent them, but forcibly receive them; to the 
great damage and prejudice of thoſe who had 
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© wherein he ſignifies what Cæſar acquainted 
© him with. Ihe words are theſe : 


Cains Norbanus Flaccus, Proconſul, to 
| the Magiſtrates of -Epheſus, greeting: 


T HAVE received a Letter from Cæſar, 

wherein he commands, that the Jews where- 
ſoever they re/ided, be ſuffered to make their 40 
ſemblies, according tothe ancient privileges and 
cuſtoms of their country; and to collect the mo- 
ney, without interruption, which they ſend to 
Hierofolyma. Jn the execution of theſe two 
points, his pleaſure is, that they meet with no 
oppretion. T, _— I /gnify this fuller to you, 


and order you to do fo. 


© Is not this, emperor, a plain and manifeſt 
proof of Ceſar's will; how teligiouſly he 
was affected towards our temple, in permit- 
* ting the Jews to celebrate their aſſemblies 
in publ.ck; and to collect their firſt-fruits, 
and do the other duties of their religion? 
1 here is another argument of equal weight 
with the former, from which it appears that 
Augliſiuus, by an edict, commanded to be pro- 
vided an ox and two lambs, at his own ex- 
pence, for perpetual victims to be made 
every day to the moſt high God as a burnt- 
offering; which are continu'd to be offer'd 
to this day. This was one of Cz/ar's actions, 
though he knew their was no image either 
publickly or privately ſet up within this 
temple. Notwithſtanding ſo great a prince 
as he was, who had not his fellow in the 
knowledge of philoſophy, conſidered that it 
was abſolutely necefſary there ſhould be 
ſome famous temple in the world dedicated 
to the inviſible God, without any image or 
likeneſs of any thing in it; where mankind, 
with a good and ſure hope, might offer up 
their prayers. Julia Aug uta, your great- 
grandmother, copied this great pattern of 
religion, and embelliſh'd this temple with 
phials and cups of gold, and ſeveral other 
gifts of exceeding great value, But how 
came all this when there was no ſuch thing 
© as an image throughcut the whole temple? 
The minds and tempers of women are much 
c weaker than thoſe of men, and can reach no 
c\ farther than things that ſtrike upon their ſen- 
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c ſes; yet Jia, as the excelled all others of 


her ſex in other qualifications, ſo ſhe diſco- 
© yered her ſelf ſuperior to them in this point. 
< What nature had denied her, ſhe acquired 
© by her own underſtanding and reflection, 
and ſeem'd, to poſſeſs the reaſon of a man; 
* infomuch, that ſhe made it plainly appear, 
- © that intelligible, more than ſenſible obje&s, 
« were her ſtudy, which ſhe accounted but as 
the thadows of them. Since, therefore, Sir, 
© you have ſo many examples in your own fa- 
© mily of the great regard and reſpe& your 
© anceſtors bore us, from whom you have the 
* honour to be deſcended; and ſince you are 
* raiſed to ſuch an elevated pitch of grandeur, 
* preſerve thoſe things to us which every one 
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© of them have preſerved before you; We 
petition you in behalf of our laws; do not 
make of no force thoſe decrees enacted in 
our favour, which have remained in full vyir- 
tue to this time. Though the uncertainty of 
what may come does not ſuffer even the moſt 
preſumptuous to be ſecure. Should I go a- 
bour to ſum up the many friendly offices you 
have done, and the ſeveral obligations I lie 
under to you on their account, a whole day 


A A 


am I under any neceſſity of giving a com- 
pendious narrative of them; but it is abun- 
dantly more my intereſt to be (lent herein: 
For the things themſelves ſpeak for me. 
You ſet me at liberty from my chains of 
iron; who is a ſtranger to this? Pray, my 
good emperor, do not bind me in heavier fet- 
ters: The former only oppreſs'd part of my 
body; theſe latter, J am afraid, will be 2 
burden to my whole ſoul. When the fear 
of death too much frighted me, you deli— 
vered me from my mortal apprehenſions; 
and when I was ſeemingly dead with my 
hardſhips, you reſtor'd me again to life, and 
fnatch'd me from the funeral pile. Let your 
kindneſs and favour for me, emperor, be e- 
verlaſting; for fear your Agrippa put a haſty 

eriod to his life: Otherwiſe J ſhall not ſeem 
to be ſaved in order to enjoy life, but to die 
ſplendidly amidſt greater misfortunes. You 
made me a preſent of a kingdom, in which 
condition no body on earth en joyed more ſe- 


one country; upon which, in a little time, 
you annexed to it a larger, namely, Trac ho- 
nitis and Galilee, Therefore, Sir, ſince you 
have enlarged my dominions with other ter- 
ritories that were not neceſſary; do not de- 
prive me of ſuch as abſolutely are needful. 
Do not caſt into utter oblivion and darkneſs, 
again, the man who is now encircled with 
the cleareſt light. If your pleaſure is to be 
obey'd, I voluntarily reſign my ſplendor; 
nor do I covet my former condition. One 
thing I petition for to you, which is, that 
the rites and cuſtoms of my country may re- 
main on the ſame foot as they have done time 


tribes, or the reſt of mankind, ſay of me? 
Why, that he follows one or t'other of theſe 
two things; either to be ſtiled a traitor to 
his countrymen, or a friend of your's here- 
after: But I will be accounted neither ; for 
* nothing in the world can be more unhappy, 
take which of them you pleaſe. Por if Lre- 
* tain a place yet amongſt the number of your 
* friends, the world will charge me with trea- 
* chery; and the ſame imputation will load my 
* charaQter if I refuſe giving my country the 
* aſſiſtance which I ought,or abſtain from keep: 
ing the temple unviolated. Perſons in your 
* exalted ſtations are uſed to conſult in thell 
© affairs the more powerful of their friends 
© that ſollicit governments; which, ſuppolng 
© I proved any way offenſive to your mind, | 
© ſhould beg you not to bind me in ſuch chills 
© as Tiberius did; but, in order to deliver ne 


« of my frequent apprehenſions about that 
0 head, 


A 


would be too ſhort for the task. Neither 


renity and peace: Ar firſt it contained but 


immemorial. What do either my own 


„ ; 


e head, I ſhould hanſomely bid you put me 
c to death immediately.d What occaſion ſhould 
6 have of deſiring to prolong my life, when 


my only hope depended upon your benevo-. 


© lence and. Kindneſs ? 


This was the letter which he wrote, and ſent 


ſeal'd to Caius; after which, he ſhut himſelf 


up within his houſe, and waited the conſequence 
with great impatience and anxiety. He was a- 


fraid he had timed the writing this letter not 
ſo properly as he ſhould have done, and. that 


— 


the ſeaſon was very incommodious to addreſs 


the emperor in that way. Certain it is, he ran 
the riſque of no little danger, I mean with re- 
gard to the liberty and lives not only of thoſe 


who dwelt in the holy land, but, alſo, of all 


the Jews any where diſpers'd over the face of 
the whole world. | 

While the emperor was peruſing the letter, 
he perceived his deſign had not ſucceeded : 
Now and then he ſeem'd to be won over by the 
juſtice of ſo good a cauſe; now and then by 
the intreaties that were annex'd to it. He 
commended Agrippa in part, and in part ac- 
cuſed him. He laid to his charge the too 
much love and affection he diſcovered for his 
countrymen, who had been the only people 
that, through contumacy and diſobedience, had 
refus*'d the conſecration of his image. How- 
ever, he praiſed the king for being ſo frank in 
not concealing his mind, which, he ſaid, plainly 
ſhew'd a great ſoul, and generous diſpoſition. 
 Toall outward appearance he ſeemed perfectly 
reconciled and made eaſy, and returned an an- 
ſwer to Agrippa's letter, couch'd in very mild 
and obliging terms. He preſented Agrippa 
with a kind of promiſe, in his letter, that there 
ſhould be no more mentioned about the dedi- 
cation, which was the greateſt obligation he 


could lay on the king; and, at the ſame time, 


gave orders for a letter to be wrote to Pe- 
tronius, governor of Syria, to ſufter no inno- 
vation to be made in the temple at Hieroſolyma. 
However, to make appear the favour he had 
thus granted was not entirely ſolid, he mixed 
ſeveral menaces up and down the letter, which 
was after the manner here underneath : That 
he exempted one metropolis ; but if in any of 
the bordering cities there were found any that 
obſtructed others who were deſirous to erect 
temples, altars, or ſtatues to him, ſuch, who 
gare the impediment, were either to be put 
immediately to death, or be ſent to him. This 
was no other than the ſpring of numerous ſe- 
ditions, and the cauſe of civil wars: It was no 
other than a ſhrewd and tacit abrogation of the 
tavour he ſeemed to have given with ſo. much 
juſtice and ſimplicity : For now thoſe who were 
enenites of the Fews diſcovered their hatred 
more againſt them, than they did honour to 
Cains, The former were thought determin'd 
to fill all the country with their anathemas 
and calumnies ; the latter could not ſuffer their 
laws and cuſtoms to be violated or intring'd, 
and they be lookers on all the while; though 
they ſhew'd themſelves patient and ſubmiſſive 
to a miracle. Caius, mean time, puniſh'd thoſe 


very ſeverely that were found to make any diſ- 
72 


turbance. He gave orders again for his ſtatue 
to be ſet up in the temple ; but ſome provi- 
dence of the moſt righteous God ſo order'd it, 
that none gave any freſh diſturbance, or afford- 
ed a pretence for ſo doing: Though the ſmal- 
leſt: fault was attended with the worſt of con- 
ſequences. But of what ſignification or advan- 
tage was this moment of tranquility, ſome or 
other probably may ſay; for if the reſt kept 
themſelves quiet, Caius did not ſo. The fa- 
vour he had granted began to give his mind 
ſome uneaſineſs, and his former deſire rekindled 
within his breaſt. He gave orders for another 
ſtatue to be made at Rome, of braſs, and co- 
ver'd over with gold, throwing aſide that caſt 
for him at Sidon, for fear of any tumults ariſing 
among the people; and this, he thought, being 
put privately on ſhip- board, and tranſported 
into Fudæa, it might on a ſudden be ſet up in 
the temple before the Fews came to know any 
thing of the matter. He took ſhipping for 
Z#gypt, thinking thereby to accompliſh his de- 
ſign the ſooner. He had an extreme deſire to 
ſee Alexandria, and had taken a world of care 
about his journey, in order to take up his re- 
ſidence there ſome. time, being. of opinion that 
the conſecration of his image, which he ſo much 
dream'd of, would ſucceed better in that city; 
and that as it ſtood in a very convenient place, 
the example of this new religion of his would 


ſpread. itſelf into the lefler towns. Indeed 'tis 


generally ſeen, that not only the lower claſs 
ol men, but that of cities too, imitate the ex- 
ample of their ſuperiors and betters. But 
Caius was likewiſe fo various and inconſtant in 


his temper, that any thing done by him that 


was good, he would immediately repent of, and 
render it ot no ſignification, by turning it into 
ſomething that was hurtful and prejudicial. To 
ſet this in a clear light, or for the ſake of an 
example: Ou a time he ſet ſome priſoners at 
liberty; and though nothing could be found 
criminal againſt them, he ordered them to be 
put into chains again, whereby he deprived the 
poor wretches of all manner of hope of pardon. 
Others, who had no other thoughts but of ſut- 
tering death, were condemned to be baniſh'd by 
him; not becauſe they were guilty of a capital 


crime, or any other the leaſt omiſſion, but be- 


cauſe the implacable temper, and rigid diſpoſi- 
tion of their judge, made them deſpair of par- 
don. Theſe perſons imagining they had eſca- 
ped the worſt, imputed their baniſhment to ſome 
bribe that had been given in their favour ; and 
this rejoiced them as much as others were plea- 
ſed for returning back into their country. 
However, though they endeavoured at no 
change; inhabiting the iſlands they were baniſh'd 
to, as if they had been their ſeveral birth-pla- 
ces, and ſubmitting bravely to their misfor- 
tunes; it was not long before he ſent a com- 
pany of ſoldiers, who put every one of them 
to death. This proceeding filled the city with 
unexpected ſorrow, eſpecially ſuch families as 
bore the chiefeſt dignities. If he preſented any 
with ſums of money, he would afterwards de- 
mand them again, not under colour of having 
lent them, but forcibly receive them ; to the 
great damage and prejudice of thoſe who had 
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receiv'd them. But for ſuch perſons to reſtore 
back what had been given them, was not ſuffi- 
cient ; all their effects muſt follow the demand 
likewiſe: It ſignified little what they were, 
whether they had deſcended to the owner by 
right of patrimony, or heirſhip, or were the 
acquiſition of his own induſtry, - I hoſe who 
imagin'd themſelves the greateſt in his favour 
and eſteem, were dealt with after another man- 
ner; a pretext of friendſhip was conſtantly 
made the ſnare, and by that means he ſqueez'd 
them intolerably, 'i his was by making them 
be at prodigious and vaſt expences to ſupport 
the frequent journies he took juſt as the whim 
and ſrolic took him, and afford him luxurious 
entertainments. Sometimes all they were worth 
was ſpent in the preparation of one ſingle ſup- 
per; inſomuch, that they were oblig*d to take 
up ſums of money at intereſt; ſo great was 
the ſplendor and magnificence on theſe occa- 
ſions. This, however, made ſome reject his 
friendſhip and Kindneſs, as no way advantageous 
or profitable to them, but rather hurtful and 
treacherous, that infallibly brought their ruin. 
This was the uncertain and unequal condition 
of his mind; but the Jews were, the only peo- 
le that felt its conſequences the moſt, whom 
he mortally hated. He began with them at 
Alexandria, by ſeizing on their oratories, and 
filling them with ſtatues that repreſented his 
image, without controul; no one daring to diſ- 
pute his authority and power. The temple of 
the holy city of Hieroſohma was the only place 
left as an aſylum ; and this he endeayour'd to 
change into a temple dedicated to him with the 
title of The temple of the New Jupiter of the 
illuſtrious Cas. But what is this, emperor, 
that you ſay ? Do you, who are a man, | ſeek 
for sky and air, without ſatisfying your ambi- 
tion with the government of ſo many provinces, 
iſlands, and nations? Are you determined that 
God ſhall ſhare nothing with you in this world? 
What, not a field, nor a city, nor ſo much as 
a ſmall temple, which has been dedicated to 
him by his own divine appointment ? What, 
are you reſoly'd to remove all traces, and every 
memorial of that piery and religion which 1s 
due to the true God ? You make mankind con- 
ceive a wonderful hope of you: Are you ſo 
much a ſtranger that you do not know how you 
open the ſprings of every evil, in attempting 
to commit that which is unlawtul either to do 
or imagine? 
Permit me here, in this place, to touch a lit- 
tle on ſuch things as I both ſaw and heard; 
becauſe I was deputed to undertake the cauſe 
of my country. In the very firſt audience we 
had of him, we plainly ſaw from' his counte- 
nance and behaviour, that, inftead of a judge, 
we ſhould find him our accuſer and enemy. 
The duty of a judge was to have placed him- 
ſelf on his tribunal, examined our cauſe which 
had never been ſearch'd into for the ſpace of 
full four hundred years, and now was the firit 
time of its being call'd into queltion ; wherein 
ſo many thouſands of Jews, inhabiting Alex- 
andria, were concern'd, have cited their ad- 
verſaties, have heard the different parties in 
their turns, conſulted with his aſſeſſors, and 


* 
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have pronounced openly a juſt and equitable 
ſentence. But inſtead of theſe methods which 
he ſhould have follow'd, he put on a magiſte- 


rial air, and diſcover'd in his looks the ſourneſs 


of a mercileſs tyrant. He ſent for the perſons 
that had the management of Meœcena's and La- 
mia's gardens, which lay adjoining to the city, 
where he had been already three or four days, 
and where our nation was to be made ſport of; 
we gazing on all the while. His orders were 
for all the villa's ro be open'd, his pleaſure be- 
ing to take a diligent ptoſpect of each. It was 
not long before we were introduc'd, and the 
moment we {ſet- eyes upon him, we proſtrated 
ourſelves with abundance of reverence before 
him, and ſaluted him with the name of empe- 
ror, and Auguſtus. He return'd us the com- 
pliment with ſo much ſeeming generoſity and 
attability, that we had reaſon to ſuppoſe things 
would go well with us. However, he put this 
queſtion : Are you theſe perſons whom the gods 
hate, who pre'ume to deſpiſe me, declared a god 
by the con/effion of all mankind, except you? 
And had you rather pay adoration to that god of 
your's that has no repute £ At the ſame time he 
lifted up his hands towards heaven, and broke 
out into a ſpeech which ought not to be heard, 
neither to be mention'd, This beginning gave 
our enemies a great deal of pleaſure, who con- 


cluded that nothing but ſucceſs would be the 


conſequence, and that they ſhould be victors in 
the diſpute. They ſeem'd intolerably lifted 


up, and, with an enthuſiaſtic joy, gave Cains 


every particular name the gods bgre : Theſe 


appellations, which exceeded human nature, 


tickling the mind of the emperor ;, which I- 
dore, the ſycophant, ſeeing, he thus addfeſs'd 


Caius You wou'd entertain, Fir, a greater de- 
teflation of theſe men, and their countrymen, i, 


you but knew the ſpite and ill-nature they bear 
you, Every nation elſe makes ſacrifice, and of 
fers up its prayers for the long continuance of 
your reign * Theſe Jews are the only people that 
refuſe to do you honour. When I mention theſe, 
I ſpeak of all the Jews in general. Upon this, 
we exclaimed together againſt I/dore, ſaying, 
Lord Caius, we are unjuſtly us*d by the words of 
this man. We offer'd ſacrifices, and made a li- 
bation ¶ the blood at the altar; not ſo much as 
taking the ſleſb of the victims home to eat, as 
ſome did. On the other hand, we made entirs 
victims, and burnt them, and this at three ſe- 
veral times; firſt, when you acceeded to the en- 
pire ; again, when you were taken very ill, u hen 
all the world was in mourning for you ; and the 
third time, for the victory you obtained in Ger- 
many. I grant you, ſaid he, that you offered 
ſacrifice, but it was for another, and not ine; 
where then is the duty? It was not to me, ber- 
tainly, that. you ſacrificed. This unexpected 
anſwer threw us into a fit of exceſſive trem- 
bling; we ſtood amaz'd, and knew not what 
to ſay. Mean while, the emperor went into 
the villa's, caſting his eyes into all the cham- 
bers and apartments, commending ſome, finds 
faults with others, and giving orders for alte- 
rations to be made where he thought propel. 
We follow'd him up and down whereloe'® 


he went, being, all the time, expos'd to tie 
| reproaches 
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reproaclies of our enemies, like ſo many play- 


ers on the ſtage. He that ſliould have been 
our judge, took upon him to be our accuſer; 
and our accuſers proved our unmerciful judges, 
without having any regard to truth. But ſuch 
accuſers, and ſueh a judge, ought much rather 
to be buried in ſilence, than have their pro- 
ceedings, at this time, expoſed in writing. We 
could make no anſwer at all that could pleaſe 
him; and the laws of our country impoſed ſi- 
lence on our lips in ſeveral caſes. After he 
had given ſome orders about his houͤſes, he 
ask d us, with a ſerious and grave countenance, 
what was the reaſon of our abſtaining from ear- 
ing ſwine's fleſh, Our adverſaries no ſooner 
heard him make this enquiry, but they laugh'd 
at us heartily ; ſome being very glad to heax 


the emperor ſpeak fo, others fond to find fo 


ſmart and home an expreſſion come out of his 
mouth. But all this was done with no other 
view than to flatter Caius, and gain his favour. 
However, ſome of the houſhold took this as a 
great affront, to behave ſo irrevently in the 
preſence of the emperor, before whom, even to 
ſmile was very dangerous, unleſs for ſuch as 
were his intimate acquaintance. We made an- 
ſwer, that other countries had their cuſtoms as 
well as we; and even thoſe who diſcovered 
themſelves to be our enemies, were forbid the 
uſe of ſome certain things, as well as the Jes. 


To this a certain man amongſt them replied, 


that ſeveral would not eat lamb's fleſh. The 
emperor ſmiled at this, and ſaid, Truly you are 
ia the right that meat is unſavory, Thus 
were we trifled with. At length, the emperor 
' ſpoke, not without diſcovering ſome paſſion, 
I deſire Torkmow, ſays he, what right you pretend 
to have in that city. On this we began to found 
cur claim off its right bottom. But the empe- 
tor percelving, from the moment we began to 
ſpeak, that we were going to produce ſuch 
vouchers as wete irrefragable, and that we 
could bring more to ſtrengthen them, he broke 
oft the ditcourſe, and haſtily withdrew into a 
large apartment; where, walking about, he 
commanded all the windows to be ſhut with 
white glaſs, that reſembled tranſparent ſtones, 


wich admits the light, but excludes the wind 


and fun, Sometime after, he came out, and 
drew near us with a ſlow and majeſtick pace, 
and ask'd us then, more patiently, What is it 


you have to ſay ? We now drew up what we 


had to fay, into as ſhort a compaſs as we could, 
but he lefr us again, and withdrew into another 
apartment, where he ordered ſome old pictures 
to be placed before him. Our affairs being thus 
hinder'd, and the proſecution of our cauſe thus 
managed by piece-meal, we were quite tired, 
and at our wit's end; nothing but death far up- 
permoſ} in our minds: So that, in this ſad con- 

tion of ours, we had recourſe to the true 
God, and prayed him to protect us from the 
threatnings of the falſe one; who took com- 
Pattion upon us, and made the emperor's mind 
more gentle. In ſhort, having loſt his fierce- 
nels for a while, he only ſpoke thus much : 

veſe men, in my opinion, are not ſo bad as mi- 
Jerable; who will not ſuffer themſelves to be per- 
ſuaded that I partake of divine nature; and 


then departed: Commanding us, at the ſamo. 
time, to go our ways. Thus we left, not fo 


much the emperor's judgment, as his priſon 
and theatre (for, indeed, we were hiſs'd at, ri- 
dicul'd, and reviled, as though we had been in 


ſome theatre. We were racked and tormented 


in hearing ſo many blaſphemies utter'd againſt 


God, and ſo many menaces levelled at us, more 
than if we had been in a priſon z and all this 


implacable hatred and reſentment darted at us 


on account only of one ſingle thing, which was 
a mad and . infatuated deſire of the emperor of 


being thought a God.) When we left him, we 
had ſcarce any breath left within us; not that 
we deſired to live, or were fearful of death: 
For we deſired nothing more than to ſacrifice 
our hves, and gain immortality, provided we 
thought our laws were to reap any advantage 
from it. But we were ſenſible our deaths 
would be of no ſervice to our countrymen, but 


rather an ignominy; for it ambaſſadors happen 


to be expoſed to any misfortunes, the people 
who ſend them commonly lie under the charge. 
This very thing ſaved us a deſperate bout le- 
veral times, In ſhort, we were in a fad plight 


about what the emperor would decree or ſay 


againſt us. But how was it poſſible for him to 
Know the merits of our cauſe, who would not 


ſuffer himſelf to let ſeveral circumſtances of it 


enter his ears? Was it not a buſineſs of extra- 


ordinary weight that all the Fews in the world 


ſhould reſt their dependance upon us ambaſſa- 
dors, who were but five in number? If our 
enemies had been gratified in their expecta- 
tions, pray what other city would have remain'd 
quiet? Which would have ſpared the foreign- 
ers? What auditory would there have been 
that would not have felt their inſults 2 What 
cuſtoms would thoſe Fews that lived up to the 
rites of their religion haye preſerved to them- 


ſelves? Nothing but deſtruction, havock, and 


a miſerable wreck of thoſe privileges they en- 
joyed in the ſeveral cities, would have been the 
conſequences. Theſe were ſome of the trou- 
bles we lay under, miſerable people as we were; 
for they who ſeem'd before to favour us, were 
now entirely out of our intereſt, as deſpairing 
of our ſucceeding: So that when we were 


ſummoned before him, they were fearful, and 


withdrew from us, becauſe they did not want 
to know the extraordinary clemency of the 
man who wanted to be accounted a god. Thus 
have we ſhewn, in a ſhort view, the cauſe of 
Caius*'s hatred wherewith he perſecuted the 
whole race of the Fews ; it remains now for us 
to ſpeak of the Palinodia, or thoſe which we 
preferred to him. 
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ARISTEAS ro PHILOCRAT ES. 
My PILOcRAT Es, 
Ecauſe my journey to E/eazar, the high- 
prieſt of the Fews, and the occurrences 
that paſs'd with him, are worthy to be related, 
and becauſe you make more of the matter, as 
it happened for me to be preſent, and know e- 
very circumſtance as it fell out; I have endea- 
voured to be as plainas I can, in acquainting 
you with the occaſion and reaſons of my going. 


And 
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And this 1 chuſe the rather to do, knowing 
your genius and purpoſe to be ſuch, as always 
to acquire ſomething or other beneficial, whe- 
ther it be from reading hiſtory, or the occur- 


rences or tranſactions of private life. By this 
means you inform your mind, which receives, 
from thus collecting together the beſt things, a 


pure habitude; and your great inclination to 
piety, which is the choiceſt of things, makes 
you have recourſe to ſo unerring à rule of life, 
that all your counſels and actions are directed 
thereby with the profoundeſt judgment. 

As I was myſelf of a willing diſpoſition to 
be more faithtully and fully informed in mat- 
ters of religion, I offered to go in quality of 
ambaſſador to the above-mention'd perſon, who 
in virtue and reputation bears away the prize, 


both in his own and other nations: Beſides, he 


has in his keeping ſomething that is of infinite 
advantage, not only to his own countrymen, 
but the people of other nations; I mean ſome- 


thing that is conducive to the explaining of the 


divine law, which is written on parchment in 
Hebrew characters, and is preſerved among the 
Jews. We took upon us this embaſſy with a 
. deal of willingneſs, as we thought, to 

nd an opportunity of conferring with the king 
about what his father had brought out of Fudæa 
into Agyht, who made himſelt firſt maſter of 
the city, and then of AÆgypt. 

Theſe are circumſtances not unworthy of 
your peruſal; though I am perſuaded your de- 
ſire is more to haye me talk gravely, and treat 
of the actions of ſuch men, as conform their 
method of living to the preſcription of the 
laws. I own *tis the chief part of my deſign 


ſo to unfold matters to you, that you may 


have a thorough knowledge of the whole ; be- 
cauſe you left your iſland lately, with a reſo- 


lution and deſire to underſtand every thing that 


was of ſervice, and which might tend to inſtruct 


and inform your mind. I ſome time ſince ſent 


you a book of ſuch things as were neceſſary to 


be known, which I purchaſed from the moſt 


learned Jews inhabiting AÆgypt. You always 
expreſs'd a great inclinarion for every thing any 
way ſerviceable towards the information of the 
mind]; now *tis but common generoſity to com- 


municate ſuch things to every one that are in- 


fluenced by the ſame ſtrong defire. But I take 
it you have a right to be firſt ſerved in this 
kind, becauſe you and I had all along the 
ſame inclinations and deſires ; being not only 
brothers in our manners, but in blood and edu- 


cation, and becanſe I was always fond, even to 


the very ſtretch of my defires, to learn and ac- 
quire things that were good and laudable in 
their natures, There is not half the advan- 
tage or uſe in the ſplendid and ſhowy grandeur 
of the great, as in the acquirement of ſcience 


and education, and in the care and pains to 


obtain them. But not to ſpin out my preface 
to too tedious a length, thereby to draw tipon 
me the imputation of a pratler, I will begin 
the ſubject I deſign'd to ſend you. 

When Demetrius Phalareas was the king's 
librarian, his principal care, whereby he was at 
great expences, was, to collect, if he could 
any ways do it, all the books in the world, 
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That he might pleaſe the king's mind, he not 
only made purchaſes of, but procured: the names 


of books to be ſent him. When we were with 


him, we took occaſion to ask him how many 
thouſand volumes he had in the king's library. 
He anſwer' d, Above twenty; but it ſhall not be 
long, ſaid he, before Ill add fifty thouſand more 
to the number at preſent * For I am told, that 
the Jewiſh laws deſerve to be copied, and placed 
in the library. The king replied, What is the. 
reaſon, then, that hinders you from doing this ꝰ 
For your have every thing at your abſolute diſpo- 
ſal to do it. To this Demetrius anſwer'd, that 
thoſe laws wanted to be tranflated; for the 
Jews, as well as the Agyptians, had characters 
of their own, and a way of pronunciation only 
peculiar to themſelves. *Tis thought by ſome 
to be Syriac, but in that they are miſtaken; 
for the form of it is quite different. The king 
hearing this, ſaid, he wonld ſend a letter to the 
high-prieſt of the Jews, and therein deſire him 
to perform what he had been acquainted with, 
1 took this to be a fair time to ſpeak: about 
the affair, which had frequently been mention'd 
to Sofpbius Tarentinus, and Andreas, the king's 
principal body-guards; which was, to ſet thoſe 


at liberty who had been brought out of Z:dea 


into Agypt by the king's father: For it ſeems 


this prince, having large forces under his com- 


mand, and being on all ſides befriended by 
fortune, he fell upon all Syria and Phænicia, 


which he conquer'd; ſo that the vanquiſhed 


were obliged to ſubmit to his terms, ſome to 
be transferr'd into colonies, others to be led 
away priſoners. Though this was not all; for 
the report of his arms threw ſuch a terror and 
conſternation all round, thar every place fell 
proſtrate to him; and this victory was ſo gene- 
ral, that ten thouſand Fews were brought into 
Agypt out of their native country; three thou- 
ſand whereof, who were choice men, and well 
armed, he conveyed into places up and down 
the country, to ſupport and live in the garri- 
ſons. - A great number were brought into this 
country before this time, by the Perſian king; 
and, before this revolution, another number, in 
quality of auxiliaries, were ſent to P/amety- 
ch, under whoſe banner they fought - againſt 
the king of Athiopia; but the number of theſe 
was inconſiderable with regard to the othets 
which Ptolomy, the ſon of Lagus, brought with 
him. | | 
As we mentioned above, thoſe that were of 
age and ſtrength capable to bear arms, he ap- 
pointed for the wars; but the reſt of them, 
which conſiſted in old men, women, and chil- 
dren, he gave to his ſoldiers, though not # 
much from a motive of his own inclination, 45 
the importunities of them, to make ſerviceablc 
in providing them with neceſſaries during 
campaign. So that finding I had found a fine | 
opportunity, or rather a pretence to get thef 
wretches their liberty, I thus addreſs'd myſel. 
to the king. En. 
Have a care, O king / that you are not diſto- 
noured in being reproved in your own attios- 
For as theſe laws, which we ſo much dejire 10 
have copied, and tranſlated, concern all the ſeus 
in general, what reaſon have wwe for Jn 
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them ambaſſadors, while ſuch a number of their 
countrymen are kept ſlaves in your kingdom ? 
Rather extend to them the richneſs of your ſoul, 
and ſet them at liberty who are thus miſerably 
confin'tl, eſpecially ſeeing the ſame God who 
vouc hſaſed to give them theſe laws, governs both 
ou and your kingdom in felicity, as I have tho- 
roughly gonſidered it in my mind. For they wor- 
ſhip God the ſuperviſor of all things, and the 
creator of all things, in the ſame manner as all 
other nations, and eſpecially we, do, though by 
another name, calling him Zeus; by which word 
our anceſtors ſignied, and that not improperly, 


that he was the governor and lord 75 all things, 
b 


by whom every thing had life and being. Do 
you, then, brave prince, whoſe magnificence and 
great ſoul excel thoſe of the reſt of mankind, ſet 
thoſe at liberty who are kept in bondage. 

He was not long in deliberating with himſelf 
what to do, when he found I was offering up 
my ptayers to myſelf to God, that he would 
pleaſe to prepare his mind fit to ſet them all at 
liberty. Now as mankind is but a creature be- 
longing to God, ſo his eternal wiſdom and 
pleaſure can transform and do with it as he 
ſeems beſt. My prayers to the all- powerful 
being, therefore, were many and various, to 
move the king's heart to perform what I peti- 
tioned him : And, indeed, I had great hopes 
to be ſerviceable to theſe poor people, being 
induced to think ſo from the perſuaſion I had 
of God's will to accompliſh my withes. Be- 
cauſe the all- power ful creator, when he ſees 


men going about to do juſt and good things 


with a purity of heart, directs and promotes 
all their actions and endeavours. 

The king, at laſt, with an erect look, and 
chearful countenance, turned his face upon me, 
and ſaid, How any thouſands of them are there, 
think you £ Whereupon, Andreas who ſtood 
by him, made anſwer, that there were a few 
more than ten thouſand. A zrifling matter does 
Ariſteas then ask of me, ſaid the king. At this, 
S/ebins, and ſome others, who were preſent, 
ſaid, that it was an act worthy of his royal ge- 
neroſity and greatneſs of mind to ſet them at 
liberty, and give the honour thereof to God, 
as an inſtance of his pious and grateful mind. 
For fince God, the governor of the univerſe, 
had raiſed him to the greateſt dignity, and 
vouchſated him a tar more illuſtrious name than 
ever any of his predeceſſors bore, it was but 
Juſt in him to exhibit the greateſt act he cou'd 
of generoſity, to prove his gratitude for ſuch 
extraordinary favours. ö 

The king being exhilerated at dinner, ſaid, 
at table, that he was willing to make this ad- 
dition, namely, to allow for every body, to 
ſuch as had any, twenty drachms each; of 
which he would have proclamation made, and 
that forthwith, and every thing diligently com- 
mitted to writing. Herein the king diſcover'd 
an extraordinary and ſurprizing promptitude of 


mind to ſerve the Fews; though God muſt be 


allowed to be the accompliſher of our deſires, 
and the ſole means of ſetting at liberty not on- 
7 thoſe who came with the army of his father, 
= others, alſo, if they had been brought thi- 
ner vetore that time, or after it. The expen- 
des in this buſineſs ſtood the king in above four 
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hundred talents. 2 to my ſentiments» 
I have not done a thing amiſs in explaining the 
king's edict by itſelf; for the king's magnifi- 
cence will thereby appear more ſplendid and 
glorious, which the almighty vouchſafed to in- 
ſpire him with, that he might ſave ſeveral 
thouſands of mankind. The following is a 


copy of the edict, as it was wrote according to 
the king's orders: fy 


O UR will and pleaſure is, That all ſuch as 
bore arms under our father in the regions 
of Syria and Phenicia, and attack'd Fudæa, and 
thence took away any Fews priſoners, bringin 
them to this city or country, or who have fol 
them to others; and, likewiſe, that all ſuch as 
came hither before that time, or were afcer- 
wards drawn out of Fudga, may be diſmiſs'd, 
and have their liberty ; and that ſuch as have 
any ſuch priſoners, may do ſo immediately: 
For which they ſhall receive twenty drachms, 
to be paid them for each head ; ſoldiers to re- 
ceive ſuch payment when their wages become 
due ; others to have it from the king's trea- 
ſury. For we ſuppoſe it was not our father's 
inclination to make them priſoners, neither 
has their captivity becn according to juſtice 
and equity; but that their country was laid 
waſte, and their removal into Agypt, was in 
conſequence of the force of arms. The advan- 
tages that aroſe from the aſſiſtance of the forces 
of our kingdom, were, indeed, conſiderable ; 
but becauſe theſe men are ſtill kept priſoners, 
and from their native country, tis altogether 
unjuſt and wrong. Since, therefore, we have 
declared our purpoſe and intention to reſtore 
to all mankind what properly belongs to them, 
and much more ſo to thoſe who are juſtly un- 
der the laws of another country; and ſince *cis 
our deſire in every occurrence and action of 
our reign to execute things according to juſtice, 
and the dictates of religion: We therefore 
command, That all Fews now in actual ſlavery, 
or by any other ways detained in our kingdom, 
be ſet at liberty by thoſe who ſo detain them, 
at the price which we have thought fit to fix, 
without any prevarication, artifice, or fraud, to 
be us'd by any one; and that this ſetting them 
at liberty be within three days from the day of 
the date of this our edit ; wherein they are 
commanded, on ſevere penalties, to bring in 
their true number of ſlaves to thoſe that ate 
appointed commiſſioners to act herein. For 
this diſpatch, we have found in our mature 
deliberation about it, not only to be of advan- 
tage to us, but to the buſineſs itſelf. And 
whoever preſumes to diſobey this our procla- 
mation, ſuch contumacy ſhall have its full re- 
ward, and the effects of ſuch ſhall go into our 
royal exchequer. | 


This edict being drawn up, was given to the 
king to peruſe over, with every thing contain'd 
in it, except the words, And likswi/e all ſuch 
as came hither before that time, or were after 
drawn out of Judæa. This clauſe, out of the 
greatneſs and vaſtneſs of his ſoul, he ordered 
to be inſerted ; and as to the payment of the 
ranſoms, which were likely to prove numerous 
and various, he diſtributed thi management 
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ſt the tellers of his exchequer. the king was at in getting the goblets, phials, 
A an eral being decreed, it was con- tables, Rod libation veſſels made, were prodigi- 
firm'd and executed within ſeven days, by the ous; namely, fifty talents of gold, ſeventy ta- 
king's authority. The expences amounted to lents of filyer, and a vaſt number of precious 
more than ſix hundred and threeſcore talents ; ſtones : Beſides which, he commanded the com- 
for a great number of children at the breaſt, miſſioners of his treaſury to let the artificers 
and their mothers, were included in the ran- chuſe what they pleas'd, and to lay out in ſacri- 
ſoms: Which being told the king (for twenty fices and other articles an hundred talents. But 
drachms were ſet upon each of theſe,) he gave 1 will acquaint you how every thing was made, 
his orders that it ſhould be done; being wil- after I have run over the King's letter, which 
ling that this edi&t ſhould be amply and faith- was wrote to the following effect : 
fully executed. | Eg Og ET 855 
Having finiſh'd this affair, he next gave or- King Ptolomy wiſhes health and gladneſs to 


ders to Demetrius to draw up his opinion in Eleazar the high-pri?ſf. 

writing about copying the Fewiſh volumes, and | TT. | 
give it him to peruſe (for theſe Kings never Hereas it has fallen out that numbers 
went about a thing raſhly and unadviſedly, but « of the Fews inhabit our kingdom, ſome 


did all with thinking ot it before-hand care- of whom we brought away from Hieroſol, ma 
fully). This had almoſt determined me to give by the Per/jans who reigned at that time; o- 
you a ſeparate account of what Demetrius pre- <« thers, being taken priſoners, came with my 
ſented the king, with a copy of his letter; and «father into our kingdom, of whom he ſelected 
then to have added an account of the number <« ſeveral numbers to fill up his army, and ſerye 
and quality of the preſents that were ſent to <« him in his campaigns, allowing them a larger 
Eleazar, becauſe every thing amongſt them  « ſtipend: And becauſe he judg'd that the firſt 
were extraordinary, both for riches and fine that came were very conſiderable, therefore 
workmanſhip. However, Demetrius gave the <« giftributed them into the garriſons, to remove 
king his opinion to this effect: | the fears the Zgyptians might haye on their 

* Becauſe, O king, you have laid your com- account. Now we being mounted to the throne 
* mands upon me, that if any books are want- « of our anceſtors, diſcover our humanity to all 
ing in your library, to ſee that they be procu- 
red to fill up the deficiency ; and, alſo, that if matter of ten thouſand of whom, who were 
any are out of repair, to take care to have made captives, we have ſet at liberty, having 
© them put into a better order: I here acquaint paid to all ſuch as detained them a meet ran- 
© you, that I have beſtowed no ſmall pains in « ſom: And at the ſame time we have taken 
© this affair, and here ſignify to you that We « effeCtual care to prevent any inſults or abuſes 
© want the Jewiſh books, with a few others. It that might happen. In doing which, we arc 
© appears that theſe books are wrote in the He- «© perſuaded we have ated piouſly, and perform- 
* brew language and character, but poorly, and ed an action grateful to the great God, who has 
© not as the ſubject matter deſerves (as I am told « preſerved our kingdom in peace and glory, 


< from perſons who ſeem to have a juſt notion of «© which has ſpread it ſelf over the whole world. 


© the thing,) becauſe they have not yet had the They, inded, who were of age and ſtrength to 
good fortune to fall under the direction and .be of any ſervice to us, we have enliſted into 
© care of ſome royal hand. It would be a good our army; on the other hand, they who are 
and juſt act to get theſe books accurately tran- thought worthy to be about our perſons, we 
* ſcribed, and in that condition placed among have honour*d them with preferments and dig- 
© the others of your liberary ; becauſe the laws *« nified poſts within our palace. But as our de- 
they contain exceed all others in wiſdom and : fire is not only to be of ſervice to theſe, but, 


© holineſs, as being divine. Hence it is, that not alſo, to all the Fews, any where diſpers'd | 


© only other writers and poets, but, alſo, the hi- throughout the world, nay, to thoſe that ſhall 
* ſtorians, have refus'd to make any mention appear hereafter, we have determined to 
* of theſe books, and of the perſons that liv'd, © tranſlate your law out of the Hebrew language 
and do live, according to the inſtitutions men- into Greek, that our library may be graced 
* tlon'd in them: Becauſe, as Heccatæus the © with it, You will, therefore, do an act wor- 
* Abderite aſſerts, they contain certain divine thy, and becoming the greatneſs of our delign, 
thoughts and holy meditations. If, therefore, to ſend to us fix old men out of every tribe, 
© my king, vou are pleas'd to have theſe volumes, known for their knowledge of your laws, and 
* I will take care to ſend a letter to the prince their extraordinary talent in tranſlation; that 
* of the prieſts at Hiero/o/zma, for him to ſend *« ſo, from the labours of ſuck a number of pei- 
« you {ix men of each tribe, known for their ex- ſons, we may have a genuine, faithful, and ac- 
* emplary life, age, and underſtanding in theſe « curate verſion thereof: For we are of opinion, 
© laws; that from ſo great a number of perſons * that, after we have executed this affair, we 
* we may get a faithful and accurate tranſlation * ſhall acquire much glory. We have ſent to 
© of theſe books; which, as the dignity both of you Audreas, our principal body-guard, and 
© the thing it ſelf, and of your royal.will, re- * Arifteas, perſons in great eſteem with Vs; 
© quires, we may repoſit in your library. May who are authoriſed to act in concert with 
* you be happy for ever.“ you in this affair; with whom we have ſent 
The king having received this account, he our firſt offering for the uſe of the temp! 
gave him orders to write to Eleazar about ir, © and the ſacrifices, namely, an hunde 
and at the ſame time to acquaint him with rhe „ talents. Your anſwer to us will be grate- 


redemprion of the captive Jews, The charges fully received, and be deemed worn 


c about us, eſpecially to your countrymen, a 


ki 


An 
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© of our friendſhip; For we will take care to 
© ſee that done, which we know your pleaſure 
« is to have perform'd. Farewel. _ 


To this letter Eleazar retutn'd this civil 


anſwer. i 


Eleazar, the high-prieſt, to king Ptolomy, his 
ſincere friend, greeting. 


c E hope that you, queen Arſinoe your 
c ſiſter, and your children, enjoy your 


« healrhs; tis our prayer. We are in health. 
« The receipt of your letter was exceedingly 
« grateful to us, and we expreſſed no ſmall joy 
« at your famous defign. We inſtantly ſummoned 
« together all our citizens, and read it over to 
them, that they might know your religious 
mind to honour God. At the ſame time, we 
« we ſhew'd the phials, twenty of gold, and 
« thirty of ſilver, which you ſent ; beſides five 
© goblets, and a table for making the oblations 


« upon, and performing ſacrifice : Alſo, a hun- 


« dred talents of money, to pay for making ſuch 
other things as the temple wanted. All which, 


were brought by your dear friend Andreas, 


«and Ariſteas, two honeſt and good men, of 
« extenſive knowledge, and worthy, in every 
© reſpect, of your converſation and juſtice. They 
© explained to us every thing which you had 
« entruſted them with; and, in return thereof, 
© they received from us à certificate of every 
c article which we put in this our anſwer to your 
letter. For in all things that are for your 1n- 
© tereſt and advantage, though they may be far 
c above our reach, yet will we obey; which is 
© an argument of our friendſhip and love for 
© you: Becauſe you have heaped favours, never 
© to be forgotten, and thoſe many, on our coun- 
© trymen, and citizens. Upon theſe accounts, 


© we made immediate ſacrifice for your ſiſter and 


children, being accompanied with the prayers 
of your countrymen, that you, as you delire, 
© may for ever proſper, and that God, who go- 
*verns all things, may preſerve your kingdom 
© in peace and glory; and that the tranſlation 
© of the law may be furthered, according to 
© your own deſires. Moreover, in the preſence 
©of all, we elected ſix elders, honeſt and good 
men, out of each tribe, whom we have ſent 
to you, together with the law. But, O king! 


you will act to a juſt and ſincere part, in ſend- 


ing back in ſafety theſe men to us, after they 
* have tranſlated the books according to your 
orders. Farewel. 


Oat of the firſt tribe were; 


Joſeph; Ezekias, Zacharias, John, Ezee 
Ks, and Eliſæus; 


Out of the ſecond tribe, 


Fudas, Simon, Samuel, Adæus, Mattathias, 
and Eſchlemias ; 


Out of the third tribe, 
Neemias, Foſeph, Theodofrus; Baſæus, Or- 


"as, and Daces ; 


* 


| Out of the fourth tribe; 
Fonathas, Abreus, Eliſæus, Ananias, Cha- 
brias, and Salas ; 
Out of the fifth tribe, 


4 aac, Jacob, Feſus; Sabbathæus, Simon; 
and Levis; 


Out of the ſixth tribe, 


Fudas, Foſeph, Simon, Zacharias, Somoel, 
and Schlemias ; | 


Out of the ſeventh tribe, 


Sabbatæus, Zedekias, Jacob, Jſac, Thas, 
and Nati bæus; z Jacob, Iſac, Iſas, 


Out of the eighth tribe, 


7. heodo/rus, Faſon N Feſus, Theodotus, John, 
and Fonathas; 


Out of the ninth tribe, 


Theophilus, Abram, Arſamus, Eudemias, 
Jaſon, and Daniel; 


Out of the tenth tribe, 


Hieremias, Arſamus, Faſon, Eudemias, 
Eleazar, and Dathæus; 


Out of the eleventh tribe, 


Samuel, Joſeph, Fudas, Jonathan, Chaben, 


and Doſitheus; 
Out of the twelfth tribe, 


Vael, John, Theodoſius, Arſamus, Abietes, 
and Ezekiel. | 


All theſe perſons together, made the number 
of ſeventy-two. And this was the anſwer 
which Eleazar returned to Ptolomy's letter. 

But, as I before promiſed, I will now give 
ati account of the ornaments and preſents ſent 
by the king, and their workmanſhip, which was 
very extraordinary and curious. AS Ptolomy 
beſtowed ſufficient materials of all ſorts, and 
watched the workmen as they were employed 
about each, it was impoſſible they ſhould omit 
any thing, or perform any piece either ill or in- 
judiciouſly. The firſt thing that I ſhall explain, 
ſhall be the making of the table. | 

The king's intentions were to make this of 
an Extraordinary bigneſs; but having given or- 
ders to enquire of thoſe that were at Hiero/0- 
Iyna how large the former table was, and be- 
ing told the exact dimenſions, he asked them 
again if he ought not to make lus larger. 
Hereupon, ſome of the prieſts, and others, told 
him, he was at his own choice. He faid he 
was ready to make it five times larger, 1 

| | atral 
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afraid it would not be fit for ſervice, being ſo vets, fo that the table might be of ſervice, bY 


large. That it was not his intention that the 
preſents he made ſhould only ſtand for fight in 
the temple, but he was of opinion his character 
and honour would be more concern'd it the 
veſſels, and table, he had ordered to be made, 
were appropriated to the lawful ſervices of re- 
ligion. That the firſt table's being made ſo 
ſmall was not for want of gold, of which, as he 
had a ſufficient quantity, ſo he thought the 
bigneſs of it was perform'd for certain reaſons. 
Therefore that it was not his buſinefs to ex- 
ceed the dimenſions of the former, ſeeing it 
was of a right and juſt proportion. However, 
he would make up for its ſmallneſs, by confer- 
ring upon it as much curious and coſtly wor k- 
manſhip as it wanted in its dimenſions: For 
Picicrpy himſelf was an excellent draftſman. All 
ſuch figures as were to be in releive, he or- 
der'd to be made the moſt ſumptuous; thoſe 
that were to be plain, and without releive, he 
commanded to have proportionate places af- 
ſigned them. He made the table in length 
two cubits, in height one and a half, of ſolid 
gold, without any foliage, or thin plates, car- 
ried over it. A crown ot palms, finely carved, 
was drawn round it. About the edges and 
corners were reprefented ringlets of hair, twi- 
ned after the manner of ropes, 1n which, on the 
three ſides was admirable workmanſhip of re- 
leire. It was ot a triangular form, each fide 
being of the ſame dimenſions; and, turn it 
which way you wou'd, it aftorded the ſame 
proſpect. The ſpace which ran down from the 
crown of palms to the table, made a comely 
appearance; but that part which faced the door 
was far more noble, as it directly took the 
eyes of the com ers- in; becauſe, as we ſaid be- 
fore, being of a triangular form, and move- 
able to any ſide, this part appeared ſharp and 
elevated. A glorious fight of precious ſtones 
appeared here, fer in the middle of the hairy 
ringlets, and diſpoſed in a moſt inimitable or- 
der. Every one were ſet in gold, to keep them 
the firmer; and the corners were froſted. 
About the parts of the crown of palms, which 
were raiſed up to view, ran an oblique circle, 
which quite ſurrounded the table; whereon was 
engraven, a fine repreſentation of ſheep, in 
precious ſtones, all in releive, with ſhrubs and 
wood beautifully imitated, which went round 
the table, Under this repreſentation of ſheep 
in ſtones, the artificers made a beautiful fruit- 
branch, whereon ſeveral fruits hung conſpicu- 
ous, and full to view; as grapes, palms, ap- 
' ples, olives, pomgranates, and other ſorts of 
truits ; and every ſtone they not only made ac- 
cording to the ſhape, but, alſo, of the colour 
of the ſeveral fruits which they repreſented ; 
which ran in a circle round the table, and were 
at the end faſtened to a golden bali. Next to 
the branch, thus adorned, appeared the above- 
{aid repreſentation of ſheep, ſhrubs, and woods, 
and the emboſs*'d work; ſo that the table bein 
made for ſervice two ways, you might erect it 
to which you wou'd. Moreover, they made a 
plate, very firm and ſolid, which they added 
to the breadth of the table, four fingers thick, 
in order to put feet into it, faſtened with ri- 


E 


„* 
r "— 1 
f 2 3 0 
ha ; 


thus being raiſed up on either fide: Theſe 
were fix'd full to the ſight, and put into the 
external ſuperficies of the table. Above this, 
a beautiful meander was repreſented, having 
in the middle abundance of precious ſtones 
jetting out; ſuch as the carbuncle, ſmarag'd, 
onyx, and others, that caſt a refulgence. Near 
the meander was ſeen a broad piece of texture 
of ſurprizing workmanſhip, in the middle re- 
preſenting an oblong and round figure, like a 
rhomboid, or cone, made of chryſtal, and 
which they call eleArum, ſo exquilitcly con- 
trived, that perſons who ſaw it took it for a 
piece of inimitable workmanſhip.” The feet 
were ſo contrived, that they had chapiters ar 
the top, made broad, on which the table reſted, 
but the foilage which appeared underneath, 
ſtood erer. The lower part of each foot, 
which leaned upon the ground, conſiſted of a 
carbuncle of a palm ſquare, eight fingers thick, 
becauſe it ſerved for the foundation, on which 
all the reſt laid its weight. There was alſo re- 
preſented ivy growing, with acanthus and vine- 
twigs, which circled round the whole foot, and 
had bunches of berries and grapes artificially 
cut out of precious ſtones, which went up to 
the very follage. This artificial repreſentation 
took in four feet, wherein every thing was ſo 
curiouſly wrought and joined, that the excel- 
lent skill and workmanſhip that appeared 
throughout, made every thing ſeem as it it had 
been natural: For on the leaſt breath of air all 
the foilage would move. The edges of the 
table conſiſted of three parts, and were ſo cu- 
riouſly faſtened together, that it was impoſſible 
either to fee or find out the joints. I he thick- 
neſs of the whole table was not leſs than half a 
cubit ; ſo that the charge of it amounted to ma- 
ny talents. And becauſe the king had once de- 
termined to make it no bigger, he made up for 
it in the thickneſs; ſo that every thing, as he 
had commanded, were executed with the great- 
eſt curioſity and workmanſhip imaginable. Ihe 


| 
art expreſs'd in it exceeded all imitation, and | 
its appearance was ſurprizingly beautiful and 
ſplendid. 

There were two goblets, imitating ſcales, on : 
the outſide, from the bottom to the middle, ö 
and in the middle of the ſcales were ſet pte- 4 | 
cious ſtones, after a wonderful manner; next 1 
to this was a meander, a cubit high, and ſo 7 
beautifully adorned with precious ſtones of va- Ky 
rious colours, that the ſplendor which iſſued A 
from them was not the only thing worthy of - 


admiration, but the curious workmanſhip made 
a noble appearance, Next, was a row of trees to 
to the very edge of the cone, which was folded 
like a net; in the middle of theſe were repte- 
ſented ſhields, in ſtones of ſeveral kinds, four 
fingers big, and which caſt a prodigious ſplen. 
dor, from the difference of their colours: AD 

the rim of the crown had lillies, and cluſters 0 
grapes, beautifully repreſented upon it, wich 
went round in a circle. And this was the {haps 
and faſhion of the two golden goblets, which 
contain'd above two urns, or gallons. Thoſe 
which were of ſilver, were poliſh'd vaſtly be 


titu), and threw a ſurprizing ſplendor 248 
them. 


to the JEWS. 821 


them, "They were made ſo ſhining for the very 
end, that whatſoever was put in them, might 
be repreſented more clearly than in a looking- 
glaſs; nor is it poſlible to deſcrible, in words, 
their true and juſt form. When they were fi- 
niſh'd, and plac'd in the following order, namely, 
a ſilver one firſt, a gold one the ſecond, and a 
{ilyer one the third; after the gold one was put 
down, there iſſued ſuch a brightneſs and retul- 
gency, as 1s unſpeakable: For thoſe that came 
near them could not depart becauſe of the aſ- 
toniſhing brightneſs of every thing about them: 
Beſides, the proſpect of ſuch tranſparency at- 
torded very agreeable ideas; lookers-on were 
altoniſhingly enlivened with the ſight, and, for 
a long time, moved their eyes to gaze on one 
and then another, admiring, with the deepeſt 
thought, tne refulgency and curious workman- 
{hip of the veſſels. When people caſt but their 
eyes on the ſilver goblets, nothing but amazing 
light and brightneſs dazzled their eyes; ſo that 
in ſhort, the vaſt variety and beauty of the 
workmanſhip make it impoſſible to deſcribe 
them as they ought. 

The golden phials were ſo curiouſly wrought, 
that the middle of them was beautified with 
chaplets of vine branches, and the rims were 


enrich'd with ivy and myrtle; among which, 


was finely interſperſed a charming crown of o- 
lives, adorn'd with precious ſtones, all the reſt 
of the noble preſents being anſwerable to the 
great ſoul of the king that ſent them, and every 
where diverſified with the moſt uncommon 
ſtrokes of elegant ſculpture: For neither the 
king's cabiner, nor that of any other prince, 
could produce things of ſuch excellent work- 
manſhip, and prodigious art. As Ptolomy had 
an ambition to make the things, he did, appear 


valtly ſplendid and ornamental, ſo he was at 


no ſmall pains and care to execute this brave 
deſign of his in the fineſt and moſt beautiful 
manner he was able: For he left, ſeveral times, 
the publick concerns of his own kingdom, and 
far himſelf down by the workmen, with great 
diligence looking over them, and ditecting em 
how every thing was to be put into its proper 
place. Whence it fo happen'd, that every 
thing was fini ſn'd as became the grandeur of the 
prince who ſent them, and the dignity of the 
high-prieſt who bore that ſupreme office: For 
the largeneſs of the ſtones was not only ſurpri- 
ung, but their number was great; there being 
no leſs than five thouſand uſed to the whole: 
And the curioſity of the workmanſhip was ſo 
much ſuperior to all the reſt, that the precious 
ſtones, and the labour of the artificers, exceeded 
by tive times all the gold that was made uſe of. 
Thus I have given you a ſuccin& account of 
theſe ſeveral particulars, a deſcription whereof, 
ſuppoſe not any way unneceſſary at this ſea- 
lon, The ſequel of my diſcourſe will acquaint 
you wich our journey to Eleazar; bur, before- 
enter upon that, I will give you a narrative 
how the country is ſitua ted. On our firſt land- 
ng in the Fewi/h territories, we had a proſpect 
of the city, which ſtood in the very center or 
cart of the country, on a high hill, of diffi- 
Cult aſcent. On the top hereof, ſtood the tem- 


ple, exceedingly beautitul and ſplendid, hav- 
73 


ing three walls running quite round it, aboye 


. threeſcore and ten cubits in height, of equal 


breadth to the height, and of length in propor- 
tion to the bigneſs of the noble fabrick, all 
built vaſtly ſumptuous and magnificent; for in 
every part appeared prodigious labour, and un- 
common expence. But, beſides this, the gates 
diſcover'd extraordinary magnificence and coſt, 
and the greateſt art and expence were equally 
laid out on both parts, above and below the 
gates. A veil hung over the door, made in the 
ſimilitude of gates, which afforded a very plea- 


ſing ſight, ſo raking, that the eye, once fixed 


thereon, was with difficulty drawn away. The 
charms ariſing from this ſcene, were owing prin- 
cipally to the continual motion of this veil, 
which was gently ſhaken by the wind that 
came in at the door, and from the air ariſing 


from the floor, which, from the poſition of its 


hanging, was 1n a perpetual ruffle from top to 
bottom. There was an altar ere&ed exactly 
ſuiting the place whereon it ſtood, and every 
way convenient to receive the ſacrifices that 
were burnt thereon. On that fide were the 
going up to the altar was made, a great deal 
of tine workmanthip appear'd, and all was very 
beautifully accommodated to the ſervices uſed 
thereon, and to the garments of the priefts, 
which were of fine linnen, gracefully depending 
to the ſoles of the feet. The temple it elf 
exactly faces the caſt, its back front being to 
the weſt. The floor is of ſtone, and a conduit 
of water runs into certain places, for the waſh- 
ing away the blood of the victims; becauſe 
on the ſolemn days ſevera! thouſand heads of 
cattle are flain. The water of this conduit 
runs perpetually. Nor is this to be wonder*d 
at; becauſe there is a large well in the inſide, 
whoſe water continually ſprings; and under 
ground are made ſeveral receptacles to receive 
it, which diſcover exquiſite workmanſhip. Theſe 
are brought a matter of five furlongs off, as 
was eaſily to be ſeen, about the temple, every 
one of which had a prodigious number of holes, 
ſo contriv'd, that the water was thrown into one 
another with wonderſul eaſe. Theſe ducts of 
Water were made of brick-work cover'd over 
with lead, a pretty deep way under ground. 
But there are, beſides theſe, ſeveral other holes 
in the main baſon, or receptacle, which no eye 
can diſcern, unleſs of ſuch perſons as are em- 
ploy'd about them; and *tis through theſe that 
the water is forc*d up with ſome violence, which 
entirely waſhes away the blood of the victims, 
though never ſo large a quantity be ſpilt. 

Now I ſhall acquaint you how I came to be 
favoured with a ſight of the ſtructure and big- 
neſs of theſe receptacles. The Jes carried 
me ſome four furlongs out of the city, and one 
of them then bad me lay my head to a certain 
place, and liſten to the vaſt ſound and rumbling 
the meeting of the water made; whence 1 
learn'd perfectly what bigneſs theſe baſons, or 
receptacles, muſt needs be of, of which I have 
already ſpoken. 

The prieſts, whoſe office is purely about mat- 
ters of religion, excced all others in bodily 
ſtrength; but this not all, their magnificent 


garb, and the ſilence they are noted for, ſer off 
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their character abundantly. Every one of this 
faculty voluntarily expoſe themſelves to labour, 
though never ſo hard and difficult: Beſides, 
every one has his particular lot of buſineſs ſo 
aſſign'd him, that no impediment or obſtruction 
is known to put things out of their regular and 
juſt order. Some ate employ'd to prepare the 
wood, others the oil, ſome the flour, others 
the ſpices, or aromaticks: Some are buſied in 
burning the entire bodies of victims, wherein 
they are oblig'd to ſhew not only great ſtrength 
of body, but dexterity of mind. In this they 
take up in both their hands the legs of the bul- 
locks, each of which can't weigh leſs than a ta- 
lent, which they, by turns, -very dexterouſly 
heave up to a determinate height, without ſo 
much as making one falſe ftep all the while, 
After the very fame manner they do with the 
legs of the ſheep and ſhe-goats, which are of 
ſurprizing weight and fatneſs; for I muſt ac- 
quaint you, that ſpecial care ir taken by perſons 
appointed for that end, to ſec that theſe victims 
are not only without ſpor, but, alſo, that they 
be of the fatteſt kind, Theſe prieſts have cer- 
tain places aſſign'd to repoſe themſelves in, 
where they enjoy their full eaſe; . from whence 
it comes, that they riſe with. readineſs and ala- 
crity to their reſpective employ ments, without 
having one to order them to their duty. But 
what is more ſurprizing, is this, ſo great a ſi- 
lence reigns throughout the place where theſe 
prieſts are employ'd, that you wou'd think not 
a ſoul was there, and yet no leſs a number than 
ſeventy prieſts are at once employ' d, excluſive 
of the number of people who bring the ſacri- 
fices, who are very conſiderable. With fo 
much reverence is every thing perform'd, agree- 
ably to the majeſty of that divinity which 1s 
ſuppos'd to inhabit this temple. 

When we firſt caſt our eyes on Eleazar, the 
high-prieſt performing the ſacred worſhip of the 
ſupreme being, the magnificence of his garb, 
and luſtre of precious ftones which glanced 
rhere-from, we were thrown into the deepeſt 


wonder and amazement ; for the golden dells 


which hung round the skirts of his garments 
had a particular harmony in each, and ſweetly 
charm'd the car; beſides punick apples, or 
pomgranates, were hung between each of theſe 
bells, adorn'd with flowers of various kinds,and 
colours. He was girded, beſides, with a molt 
beautiful girdle, variegated with the choiceſt of 
rich colours. Above his breaſt he wore the ra- 
tionale, ſet finely in gold, whereto were faſten- 
ed twelre ſtones of different kinds, which dit- 
fuſed around an unſpeakable ſplendor, having 


inſcribed upon them the names of the twelve 


tribes, according to their original inſtitution: 


Above his head he wore a covering, call'd ci- 


darim, and, above that, a turbant, of inimita- 
ble workmanſhip, which kings commonly wear; 
and, above this, ran round a plate of gold, with 
the name of God, inſcribed in ſacred letters, 


upon it, which cover'd his forehead to his eye- 


brows, with great comlineſs. As for Eleazar 
himſelf, he appear'd entirely worthy of all theſe 
honours, eſpecially in his way of performing 
the awful ceremonies and worſhip of God. In- 
deed, Eleazar, from the prodigious ſplendor 
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of his dreſs, threw a terror among thoſe who 
looked upon him; nor did I think my ſelf ont 
in my aſſertion, in ſaying that all the company 
then preſent had ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing idea's 
enter their minds, when they ſaw the dignity 


and ſacredneſs of his garb. 


From this place we withdrew, after ſome 
time ; and, that we might have a full proſpect 
of every thing, we were conducted up to the 
top of a tower that was at a ſmall diſtance off, 
This place we took particular care to view, It 
was ſituated on a very high hill, and fortified 
with ſeveral ſmall towers that were built of ex- 
ceeding large ſtones. From its appearance, we 
concluded that it had been built as a place of 
defence for the places which were about the 
temple, in order to ſtop any inſurrections or ſal- 


lies of the enemy, and to exclude any paſlage 
being made to the fortreſſes which were built 


round the temple. The towers belonging to 
this citadel were ſtored with darts and other 
martial inſtruments; beſides which, it flood on 
the very ſummit of the mountain, and rear'd u 

its head a conſiderable height above the other 
towers it was built amongſt, Add, to all this, 


that theſe towers were fortified with ſtrong and 


faithful garriſons, who were prohibited from 
leaving their poſts but on feſtival days, and 
then they were forced to take it by turns; nei- 
ther would they ſuffer any perſon to enter in, 
Indeed they had orders from the governor to let 
any perſon come in to take a proſpe& of the 
place, but even this was done with great cau- 
tion, they narrowly watching and obſerving 
the perſon all the while, as happen'd to us, 
while we were there. With much difficulty, 
we, who were but two in company, and who 
went purely to have a ſight of the ſacred 


things, were admitted, thongh unarm'd. They 


told us, in excuſe, that their orders were ſuch, 
and all who were admitted to guard the place 
were under an oath for the faithful and careful 
execution of their office. Now though their 
number conſiſts of above five hundred perſons, 
yet they never will admit of above five in 
company together to enter in. And he who 
originally founded this fabrick, took care to have 
ſuch ſtrict and accurate orders made and en- 
forced. 
The breadth of the city is of moderate di- 
menſions, and the circumference, as far as we 


could gueſs of the matter, contained about 


forty furlongs. The towers ſeemed to have 
paſſages underneath them, and above, ways to 
walk through, Their order reſembled the 
make of a theatre; for the city ſtanding on 3% 
hill, they were reflex'd, and ſeem'd to lean one 
againſt another. To the paſſages above ſtairs, 
of a conſiderable height are made, as likewiſe 
to theſe underneath. This diſtinction was pure- 
ly made for the ſakes of the religious, that 
they might not touch any perſon whom the law 


forbad to come near. 


The firſt founders of, this city did not mak 
ir of the dimenſions above ſpecified through 
any ill-concerted counſel, but the greateſt 1115 
dom appears to have been the director herein * 
For the country round about is large, and 0! * 


good ſoil. Indeed, towards Samaria and 45 
ii 


to the JEWS. 
m4 it is, for the moſt part, a fine champaign 
country; though in ſome places a great many 


large and high mountains are ſeen, where the 
land requires good husbandry, and a great 


deal of tillage. Yet, for all this, the inhabi- 
tants are ſo 1nduftrious, that they have plenti- 
ful crops annually ariſing from their fields, and 
not only fo, but every part of the country is 
tilled, and every where is prodigious plenty to 
be ſcen. In ſuch cities as are ot any conſider- 
able extent, and are bleſs'd with peace, happi- 
neſs, and an affluence of all neceſſaries, great 
numbers of youth are to be ſeen; whereas the 
countries round about them are abandoned, be- 
cauſe ot rhe general feſtivity that poſſeſſes the 
minds of the people, every one being ſo natu- 
rally inclineable to indulge this pleaſureable 
aftection. Ot this, Alexandria is an inſtance ; 
for being ſuperior to all other cities, both in 
magnitude, and in the number of its inhabi- 
tauts, prodigious numbers of perſons, from all 
parts of the Country, come, on the invitations 
of their friends, and ſtay a conſiderable time 
among them; during which, their eſtates and 
lands run to decay and ruin. This made the 
king make an order to deter them from ſtaying 
any long time there, prohibiting all perſons to 
remain above twenty days in any foreign city. 
In like manner, to ſuch as had real buſineſs in 


theſe cities, he preſcribed a limited time to 


ſiniſh it in; for example, ſuch as law-ſuits, to 
get them diſpatch'd in five day's time: Belides 
which, the King having a great eſteem for your 
corn- factors, and aſſeſſors of proviſions, he en- 
acted a law, forbidding all husbandmen, and 
the governor of the city, for any private ad- 
vantage, to leſſen or diminiſh the corn laid up 
in their barns or magazines. 

We have thought fit to make this digreſſion, 
purely becauſe Eleagar gave us an exact ac- 
count of every individual. This makes the 
country people apply themſelves to agricul- 
lure with great diligence, ſo that the country 
15 finely ſtock*d with olive=trees, and not only 
fo, but abounds with all ſorts of corn and pulſe, 
beſides the vaſt number of vines, and great 
plenty of honey, that is found there. Palms, 
and other fruit- bearing trees, are innumerable 
among them ; all kinds of cattle, and ſheep, 
adorn their paſtures, whoſe ſoil is the richeſt in 
the world. Vaſt quantities of aromatick ſpices, 
precious ſtones, and gold, are imported hither 
by the Arabiars; for the country is not only 
acccangly well adapted for tillage, but, alſo, 
for merchandize. The city is ſupplied with 
artihcers in abundance ; neither is there any 
want of ſuch things as the ſea generally affords, 
lince it has very convenient harbours of its 
own, that ſupply Aſcalon, Foppa, Gaza, and 
Polomazs,a city built by the king, which ſtands 
In the very heart of all theſe places, and is but 
at a mad diſtance from them, having plenty of 

"cry thing ot its own production; for the 
54 5 is blefs'd with innumerable ſprings, and 
cnn 5 For Jordan, that everlaſting i 
5 os 75 it round, aud anciently it contain'd 
3 nan fix millions of acres. From the 

fh οd flock'd into it threeſcore thou- 


. Ro 
nd inhabitants, each of whicn had a hundred 


many. 
and preſumption; they thought it beneath them 


1 
acres of land aſſign'd him to live upon. This 
river, as well as the Mie, flows over its banks 
about the beginning of harveſt- time, and lays 
a large tract of ground under water. It flows 
into another river about Prolomais, and then 
empties it {elf into the ſea, There are other 
rapid rivers, call'd torrents, who lay the places 
about Gaza and the region of the Mſolii under 
water: Beſides, the country has ſeveral good 
natural fortifications upon its frontiers, and what, 
on account of its narrow paſſes, vaſt precipices, 
and hollow caves, and its ragged hills that ſur- 
round it, all irruptions are cut off; neither can 
any army poſſibly enter it. | 

*'Tis ſaid, that the metals of braſs and iron 
were firſt dug out of the mountains of Arabia 
that are not tar off from hence; but that, in 
proceſs of time, ſo ſoon as the Perfans became 
maſters of the world, the digging for them was 
interrupted, becauſe thoſe at the helm of af- 
fairs conſidered them of little ſervice, and onl 
tending to the deſtruction of the kingdom. 
This pretext prevailed ar that time, becauſe 
by the authority chiefly of thoſe who managed 
theſe mines, the country was put into the hands 
of other people, as ſoon as they found they had 
got a clear paſſage into it. I hus, my brother 
Philocrates, have I acquainted you, very parti- 
cularly, with ſuch things and occurences as 
were worth to be related: I will now give you 
a narrative how the tranſlat ion was manag'd. 

For this important end, Eleazar ſelected 
out from among the number ot his countrymen 
perſons of the very beſt families, characters, 
and learning ; who were not only endow'd with 
a ſuperior underſtanding in the Ji learning, 
but, alſo, who had a profound knowledge of 
the writings and: cuſtoms of the Creeks; men 
who were only fit to undertake a buſineſs of 
{uch importance; who had diſtinguiſh'd them» 
ſelves by ſeveral tamous embaſſies, and were 
ſer apart for ſuch poſts when neceſſity requir'd. 
They were perſons of fine talents, and had an 
exquiſite method in expounding the difficulties 
of their law. Every one embrac'd the middle 
ſtate of life, which is certainly the beſt. They 
had nothing of that roughneſs and aſperity of 
behaviour which diſcovers it felt ſo much in 


They were entirely free from arrogance 


to ſeem fond of opinions to raiſe them above 
their inferiors; on the contrary, a ſweetneſs 
conſtantly flow'd in their converſation, and the 

were vaſtly courteous to thoſe they addreſs'd 
themſelves to. They conſtantly diſcovered a 
ſurprizing readineſs to liſten to every thing that 
was ſaid to em, and in all the anſwers they 
made, expreſs'd great beauty and addreſs. 
They endeavour'd, at ſuch time as they ſpoke, 
to pronounce their words regularly and metho- 
dically. In ſhort, all of them were worthy of 
the dignities they enjoy'd.; nor was their virtue 
leſs than the diſcovery they made of it. Ir 
will appear evident, how much they lov'd Ele- 
azar, from hence that they took their farewel 
of him with extreme difficulty and reluctance : 
Nor will Z/eazar's love to them appear in in- 
ferior colours, ſince, beſides the letter which 
he wrote to the king, to ſee them reſtor'd back, 
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he very much importun'd Andreas to uſe his in- 
tereſt therein, and begg' d us to uſe them with 
all the civility we were able. On our promi- 
ſing to uſe our endeavours in this reſpect, and 
telling him he need be under no apprehenſions 
of fear about them, yer he could not help diſ- 
covering great uneaſineſs and concern, He an- 
ſwer'd, he was very well aſſur'd of the king's 
generolity, and that as he was diſtinguiſh'd 
above the reit of mankind, for his love of, and 
endeavour to promote virtue, ſo in what part 
ſoever of the world he found learned and pru- 
dent men to abound, there he would ſend for 
them. This was truly and juſtly ſpoken of 
the king ; tor if he has perſons of great depth 
of underftanding, and moderation about him, 
he need have no better or ſurer guards about 
his perſon, nor other fortifications to ſecure his 
kingdom ; becauſe they will adviſe him always 
to the beſt, without fear or controul, the hap- 

effects whereof are diffuſed over the perſons 
ſubjects to him. And ſuch, Eleazar was of o- 
pinion, were they he had ſent on this important 
buſineſs. But he affirm'd, with an oath, he 
wou'd not let them proceed on their journey, 
if there was any other thing that might ob- 
ſtruct the deſign they went about. That he 


ſent them, then, purely to make emendations 


in that which was of ſuch vaſt advantage to all 
mankind. For, as he ſaid, to live well, con- 
ſiſted more in a ſtrict obſervance of, and con- 
formity to the preſcriptions of the law, then in 
the peruſal thereof; from which, and other 
circumſtances of the ſame ſtamp, it appears 
how he ſtood aftected to theſe perſons. 

It will not be amiſs to give a recital of ſome 
few things which he explained to us on our 
putting ſeveral queſtions to him about them, 
eſpecially ſince we think there are ſeveral who 
can't help ſuppoſing ſome particular items in 
the law are very raſh and inconſiderate; as in 


the paſſages concerning their meat and drink, 


and the animals which they held impure. On 
our asking him, therefore, why they accounted 
ſome of thoſe creatures (all whereof were the 
work of one creator) fit to be eaten, others 
not, which, beſides ſeveral other things men- 


tion'd in their law, argued groſs ſuperſtition, 


and were kept up with the ſame ſuperſtitious 
temper; he thus anſwer'd us: 

You can be no flranger, ſays he, to the influ. 
ence and eſtects converſation and cuſtom pro- 
duces, becauſe men are depraved from the conver- 
ſation of wicked perſons, and receive a bad tinc- 
ture the remaining parts of their lives; whereas 
if they aſſociate with virtuous and good company, 
the conſequence proves a clearing away of their 
ignorance, and a life conducted according to vir- 

uous principles. Hence our firſt law=giver laid 
down, after a very accrate and diſtin manner, 
ſeveral precepts concerning juſtice and virture; 
but the non-performance of each was back'd with 
penal law, by ſetting before the eyes the evils 
and afflittions which God inflifis on thoſe who 
tranſgreſſed them. For the firſt thing he did, 
was, to ſhew, that there was but one God, whoſe 
power extended over all things; that all the ac- 
rions of mankind were known to him, and every 
thing they did, or were to do, could not be hid 
{702 him. After he had laid down theſe poſi- 
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tions, he proceeded on to ſhew that the very 


intention of a man to commit wickedneſs, was 
known to God; ſo that throughout the whole 
ſyſtem of his laws he endeavour'd to illuſtrate 
the almighty power and majeſty of God. Ha- 
ving made this beginning, he demonſtrated, 
next, that all other nations, except the Ferws, 
ſet up, after a fooliſh manner, a great number 
of gods, which were a great deal inferior to 
their worſhippers. That their images were of 
ſtone or wood, which they took for the ſtatues 
of ſuch as had been the inventors of uſeful 
things in life; and that they paid adoration to 
them, when they might clearly ſee, if they 
wou'd but open their eyes, that they were de- 


ſtitute of every ſenſe. 


That it was plain their 


adoration reſpected the time theſe inventors li- 
ved; hence, that they were to be accounted 
very ridiculous people, who, being themſelves 
the makers cf their gods, could not create or 
produce any thing, but believ'd that things 
created and procuc'd could anſwer all the pur- 
poſes of a divine nature. That in giving di- 
vine worſhip to things that were bur like them- 
ſelves, they acted very inconſiſtent to the dic- 


tates of human reaſon, and the more fo, be- 


cauſe the world could produce then, ſeveral 
perſons of more diſtinguiſh'd ſenſe and abilities 


than thoſe inventors, whom they diſregarded ; 


and yet they eſteem'd ſuch of the Grecians as 
had invented all their fictions about their gods, 
to be men of the moſt knowledge and wiſdom. 


c 
c 
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Bur, /aid he, what need I ſpeak of nations 
that are more ridiculous than theſe, as the 
Agyptians, and the like, who make gods of 
beaſts and reptiles, and other animals, and 
ſacrifice as well to the living as the dead? 
All theſe fooliſh ſuperſtitions being diligent- 
ly weighed in the mind of our legiſlator (not 
without the aſſiſtance of the almighty God) 


he fortified us with inſuperable walls, ſo that 


we could not any ways mix with other nations, 
but remaining pure in body and mind from 
the infection of falſe opinions, we worſhip 
one God, who bears univerſal ſway over all 
mankind. The Ægyptian priefts obſerving 


this in our conduct, and maturely reflecting on 


our way of diſcipline, from which they took 


many things, call'd us the men of God, which 
title, no one has a right to but he that believes 


in the true God. As for other nations, they de- 
vote themſelves to nothing but a luxurious way 
of life, dreſſing and adorning themſelves in 
curious apparel. We, on the other hand, think 
theſe not worthy of our notice, but, all our lives, 
continue in a rapturous contemplation of the 
majeſty and omnipotence of God, From hence 
it comes, that no impiety infects us, no con- 
verſation of wicked men ſheds its pernicious in- 
fluence over us; but we are guarded with 2 
ſacred and pure way of eating and drinking, 
of touching, hearing, and ſeeing. For all the 


commands and precepts he has enjoin'd us, ace 


the conſequences of natural cauſes, and are di- 
vinely maintain'd ; nor are all the articles which 
we either uſe or abſtain from, leſs fortified; 
one or two of which, juſt for example fake, 
I will acquaint you with, to remove 75 
giving into any mean or low opinion © 


our law-giver, as if, more to pleaſe cen! 
Ats; 


to theJEWS. 
tats, he had been ſo over-ſolicitous in making 
and publiſhing his laws; but to let you ſee 
that every thing is gravely and piouſſy inſti- 
tuted purely to promote juſtice, to rectify hu- 
man life, and to inſtil into the minds of his 
followers, religion, deyoutneſs, and purity 


one of theſe are cuſtomary, being fed upon 
wheat and pulſe, and are the cleaneſt in their 
kinds; namely, pigeons, turtles, partridges, 
geeſe, and ſuch fort. As for thoſe birds which 
are prohibited us, you will find them of the 
ravenous kind, rapacious againſt others, feed- 
ing upon the tame kind, on lambs and kids, 
« and exerciſing their voracious appetites both 
on dead and living men: "Theſe are by our 
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© of opinion. For as to birds we eat, every 
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law-giver called unclean, teaching his follow- 


ers, from hence, to follow and practice juſ- 
tice, not to uſe their power and authority to 


the enſlaving of others who put their confi- 


c 
iu 
c 
c 
5 
« dence in them, nor to commit ſpoil or depre- 
dation on others; but to ſquare the whole 
« courſe of their life according to the dictates 
« of right reaſon, and according to the imita- 
tion and example of thoſe tame creatures who 
« fced upon the natural products of the earth, 
c and who offer no violence to others of the 
« ſame ſpecies. Theſe our law-giver uſed as 
« ſymbols to ſhew the more intelligent among 
his followers that they ought to purſue righ- 
« teous ways, to refrain from doing injuries, and 
© not to oppreſs thoſe who confided in them. 
If Moſes, then, was ſo careful in prohibiting 
the uſe of the above-mentioned birds becauſe 
© of their ravenous and voracious natures, which 
© every one too manifeſtly diſcover'd ; how 
* much was his precaution to ſee our lives and 
* manners conducted according to the rules of 
* ſtrict ſobriety and benevolence ? So what he 
left us at liberty to enjoy or reject, as to 
birds, the ſame courſe he took as to cattle : 
Thoſe which he commanded to be eaten, 
were to have the hoof cloven. This was a ſym- 
bol to inſtru&t us to ſee that we diligently 
and carefully clove or ſeparated our actions. 
Now as the ſtrength of the bodies of cattle 
is maintained by their legs and ſhoulders, he 
was pleaſed to ſhew us by this ſymbol, that 
we ſhould form all our actions and endeavours 
with diſcernment, agreeably to the ſtandard 
of equity; and that, particularly, for this 
reaſon, becauſe between us and other nations 
there is a vaſt difference, they abandoning 
themſelves ro the great infringement of the 
laws of juſtice, to an unnatural commerce 
with one another. And yet this is no more 
chan what cities and entire countries glory 
Ms ſuftering their inhabitants with impunity 
not only to communicate with the males, but 
0 pollute women with child, and their own 
c 
0 
5 


- 


daughters, from which abominable practices 
ve reſtrain ourſelves. But in the place where 
he warns us of this diſtinction, there we meet 
: 5 the precept of memory and remembrance 
a ald down in its proper character. For when 
f he ſays, N. hatſoever hath the hoof cloven, and 
c chews the cud; tis evident to thoſe that have 
any knowledge of the matter, that he points 
out there the characteriſtick of memory. For 


INI, or chewing the cud, ſignifies the 
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* memory and remembrance, and principall 
© that of our life and conſtitution ; becauſe lie 
conſiſts, and is preſerved by a requiſite taking 
© of food. And from hence it comes, likewiſe, 
© that in ſcripture he is exhorted, who ſays, 
* Memory is the remembrance of the Lord, who 
* hath made within thee preat and wonderful 
© things. Now theſe great and wonderful 
things will be made evident, when they are 
* juſtly conſidered : For example, in the firſt 
place, the make of the body, the diſpoſition 
* of the nutriment, the juſt ſymmetry and ſhape 
* of all the members; bur, laſtly, and what is 
© more than all, the diſpoſition of the ſenſes, 
* the force and inviſible agitation of the mind, 
its ſurprizing velocity to perform any thing, 
© and its invention, which extends itſelf to in- 
* finite notions. Upon the ſcore of theſe, he 
© lays us under an in junction to conſider them 


_ © gravely and ſeriouſly, and to bring this thought 


© to our remembrance, that as all theſe above- 
mentioned ſurprizing things were firſt made 
by a divine power, ſo they are preſerved by 
© no leſs an operator. And, beſides, he has 
put a diſtinction on the times, and finely ac- 
© commodated them for the entertaining this 
© remembrance concerning the everlaſting God, 
© by whoſe power all things are preſerved and 
© governed. For when we are to take either 
© meat or drink, he-commands us immediately 
© to meet all together, and perform certain li- 
© bations and prayers. Nor is this all ; in the 
very manner of our apparel he has given us 
* Uluſttious marks and diſcoveries of this re- 
© membrance ; nay, he has given us precepts 
© to fix to our doors and gates certain commands 
© of God, in order to keep him within our re- 
© membrance; and, likewiſe, he hath order'd 
© us to carry in our hand the c preſs characte- 
© riſtic of the Almighty folded up. By all which 
it appears, that theſe are inſtitutions and com- 
© mands purely to keep us in mind of our crea- 
© tion, and, principally, to live in fear of the 
* author of our being, who ſhould neceſſarily 
be ſuppoſed always to be preſent at whatſo- 
© ever we either do or tranſact. He, moreover, 
© commands us at all times, when we lie down 
© to reſt, and when we riſe up again, to bring 
© to our thoughts the inconceivable alteration 
and viciſſitudes of things, the ſucceſſion of 
© ſleep and reſt, and, from ſoberly reflecting 
on theſe changes, admire the motions and 
« revolutions in the works of God. 

Thus, by giving you a detail of the cloven 
© hoots, and of chewing the cud, I have ſhewn 
© you the excellency of the lawful oracle, with 
© reſpect to the diſtinction of the choice and of 
* the memory, to let you ſee that our legiſlator 
did not inſtitute them raſhly, or unadviſedly, 
© as they may be thought; but according to 
the ſtandard of truth and right reaſon: Be- 
ſides, as he has commanded us, with reſpect 
to our eating, and the meats we eat, ſo he 
has been no leſs accurate in the precepts he 
has left concerning what we either touch or 
hear ; for he has ordered us neither to do nor 
to eat any thing precipitantly, neither to con- 
fide ſo much in our words, as to involve our- 
ſelves in any injuſtice. The reaſons and cauſes 
of all which, may be found out in the nature 
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of the like ſpecies, is hurtful, and therefore 
theſe are in the prohibition : Rats, eſpecially, 
© make deſtruction every where in their travels, 
© and not only ſpoil every thing that comes 
© near them, but they corrupt ſo much as their 
* very meat. Whereas the nature of the weezel 
is {omewhat peculiar, becauſe this animal, 
© belides the above-mentioned quality of hurt- 
ing which it naturally has, enjoys this, in par- 
ticular, likewiſe, namely, to conceive with 
its ears, and bring its young cut at its mouth; 
whereby is ſignified, that ſuch a nature in 
man is impute, which, whatſoever it receives 
in at the car, exaggerates in words, to the 
detriment and prejudice of others, contami- 
nating it ſelf, in doing thus, not a little, in 
© that it involves it ſelt in an abominable and 
© impious method. So that the king, your 
© walter, acts wiſely (as we are told) in inflict- 
ing juſt puniſhment on perſons of this deteſ- 
© table ſtamp.” 

Upon this, I aſſum'd the diſcourſe. You 
© ſcem, Sir, /, I, to ſpeak of tale-bearers, 
© whom he puniſhes with the rack, and ott=times 
with death. Wherenpon, he made anſwer, 
© Theſe are thoſe I mean; for *tis owing to the 
c vigtlance of theſe raſcals that others ſo often 
© find their ruin; for our law commands us not 
© to injure any man, either in word or deed. 
And thus, ſo much as brevity would permit 
me, have I acquainted you with theſe ſeveral 
particulars, to demonſtrate this to you, that 
every precept contain'd in our law is calcula- 
ted exactly to the ſtandard of juſtice, and that 
nothing therein carries along with it the face 
of raſhneſs, ſeverity, or hardſhip ; but that in 
every ſcene of our lives, and in all our actions, 
we execute juſtice to all men, and never let 
God eſcape our remembrance, who governs 
all things. So that what regards our meats, 
or what regards the beaſts, we are to chule or 
reject, was inſtituted for no other end bur that 
juſtice might be embraced, and that man's 
* converſation and fſcociety might be alſo 
ut. | 

So that I think I have given you as good a 
narrative of every particular, as I was well 
able. But more than all I have taken notice of, 
he ſpoke concerning calves, rams, and he-goats, 
which were offered ; all which, they choſe from 
the tameſt and moit gentle herds they could 
find, purely that no unruly or wild creature 
might be ſacrificed, and that the ſacrificers 
might not, from AZ/c5's appointment, take hold 
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of any hanale to excite their pride; but that 


each ſacritcer might offer his victim according 
to the affection ot his mind. 

Theſe were the particulars that happened in 
converfation, xhich, in my opinion, I thought 
were worthy to be related ; becauſe, my Phi- 
le rates, of your {ingular deſire to be acquain- 
ted with every thing of advantage: Therefore 
could not but comply with your requeſt, and 
ſer before you the majeſty and ſanctity of that 
law. But now to my deſign. 

When Eleazar had perform'd ſacrifice, he 
gave us conſiderable preſents for the king, and 
then diſmiſs'd us, with a ſafe convoy in our 


journey. When we were arrived at Alexan- 


dria, and the king was told of our coming, 
Andreas and I were ſent for to court, where, 


after we had firſt paid our compliments to the 
king, we deliver'd the letter which Eleazar 
had ſent. The king being deſirous to confer 
with the perſons whom Eleagar had ſent, by 
themſelves, gave orders for every one to with- 
draw, who were then upon buſineſs, and to call 
them; which being a circumſtance ſomething 
uncommon, put every one into admiration : 
Becauſe *twas euſtomary for perſons upon pri- 
vate affairs to have audience of the king within 
five days, when ambaſſadors ſent from kings 
and cities could not gain admittance in thirty. 
Ptolomy thinking theſe perſons more worthy of 
honour, and regarding the dignity of the man 
who had ſent them, aiter he had commanded 
all to retire whom he thought unneceſſary a- 
bout him, he walk'd up and down in expecta- 
tion of their coming: *T was not long before 
they appear'd, bringing along with them Elea- 
zar's preſents, and ſeveral skins of vellum, in 
which the law was written in golden charac- 
ters in the language of the Fews ; the skins 
being ſo curiouſly made, and fo artfully put to- 
gether, as to deceive the niceſt eye. When 
the king ſaw them, he ask'd concerning the 
books. Upon this, they open'd the skins, and 
diſcover'd the inſide; which made the king 
ſtand ſtock ſtill for ſome time in a kind of ado- 
ration: But at length he ſpoke, Gentlemen, 
©1l am oblig'd to you, but more to him who 
© ſent you, and yer moſt to God, whoſe ora- 
© cles theſe are.“ This declaration of the 
king was unanimouſly approv'd, both by the 
tongues of thoſe who were come, and of thoſe 
who were with the king, ſaying, © * Tis well 
done, O king!* This fill'd the king with 
gladneſs, and he began to ſhed tears; becauſe 
the vaſt delire he had to do great and glorious 
things, eſpecially in this caſe, which had fallen 
out to his wiſhes, made his ſoul burſt with joy. 
After this, he order'd them to lay down the 
books of the law; which being done, he ſalu- 
ted them all round, and ſaid, * You, gentle- 
© men, who are renown'd for your plety, *twas 
but right in me to pay the firft honours to 
* thoſe whom I ſent for hither, and then to 
* give you tokens of a hearty welcome. This 
* day thall the remainder of my life be kept 
* ſolemn and ſacred : And becauſe it falls out 
© at the very time J have obtained a victory at 
© ſea over Antiponus, I will, upon that account, 
* ſup with you.“ Accordingly, he ſent orders 
for all the lords and great men to be preſent ; 
among whom we came and join'd the company- 
At the ſame time the ſeventy elders had very 
commodious apartments aſſign'd them near the 
rower, and all things were commanded to be 
got ready for the entertainment. 

Nicanor, the head phyſician, was commanded 
to fetch Dorotheus, who was commiſſion'd in 
this poſt, to ſee that care was effectually taken 
of all: For the king's injunctions were ſuch, 
that as many cities as were appointed to ſupp! 
proviſions and other neceſſaries, ſo many offices 
were conſtituted, when any came to ſee the 
king, to get things ready with expedition, 25% 
happened with reſpect to theſe ſtrangers. De 
rot heus, a perſon of extraordinary diligenc-, 
was ſuperintendant over theſe, and very mw 
ful in ſuch things as were committed 1 5 
charge: His buſineſs was to ſee the Fit, : 7 
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ders had good entettaiment ; and, according 
to the King's orders, he divided them into two 
parts: For Pfolomy would have one half fit be- 
tore him, and the other half behind his throne, 
reſolving to paſs by nothing that might contri- 
bute to honour his new gueſts. 

As ſoon as they were ſat down, the king 
commanded Dorot heus to perform every thing 
exactly after the cuſtom of thoſe who came out 
of Fadea. Immediately he ſent for ſacred he- 
ralds, ſacrificers, and others, who were com- 
monly uſed to make prayers. On their com- 
ing they ask'd Eleazar, the elder, to make a 
prayer, who ſtanding up, with a becoming re- 
verence, thus ſaid: © O king, may Almighty 
God ſhower upon you all thoſe good things 
which he hath made; and may he vouchſate 
both you, your queen, and royal offspring, 
* a firm and laſting enjoyment of them ſo 
© long as you live.“ As ſoon as he had thus 
ſpoke, a mighty ſhout was rais'd, which conti- 
nued tor ſome time. After this, they fat down 
to the entertainment. 
obedience to the preſcriptions of Dorot heus, 
{trove to perform their ſeveral duties in the moſt 
agreeable manner they cou'd ; among whom was 
the king's boys, who were 1n great honour. 

Ptolomy, after a while, as he found an oppor- 
tunity (all fitting according to their age), took 
occaſion to ask him who ſat uppermoſt how he 
ſhou'd preſerve his kingdom always without 
the intervention of calamities or croſs accidents. 
To which, after he had made a little pauſe, he 
thus antwer'd: © It in your government you 
© imitate the equity and clemency of God. 
For whilſt you treat the unworthy with mo- 
* deration and love, the worthy (*tis probable, 
will be dealt with more honourably and 
* mildly, which will ſhame the former out of 
© their ill-nature, and make them repent of 
their folly.“ | | 

This anſwer was applauded, and thereupon 
he put the queſtion to the next, how he ſhould 
torm his government on ſo good a foundation 
as never to expoſe it to danger or difficulty. 
To this queſtion, after he had pauſed ſome time, 
he made the following anſwer: If you, in 
* every act of your goverument, endeavour to 
* {et before your example the equity and mo- 
* deration of God. For in ſhewing civility 
and Complacency to the unworthy, 'tis more 
than probable that the worthy will ſhare your 
* favour in a much higher degree; whereby 
ou will not only cure the unworthy of their 
_ gratuce, but bring them to a repentance 
of themſelves and their actions.“ 

This being approved, he then ask'd the next 
how he ſhould conduct himſelf in all his ac- 
tions. To this he was anſwer'd, That he 
wou d not act amiſe, but purſue every ſtep ac- 
coraing to the laws of juſtice, provided he was 
Suardlan of that which all mankind look upon 
Juſt; becauſe he was of opinion that God 
pos privy to all his thoughts. But that his 
*Ppmeſs would chiefly depend upon this, 
namely, in beginning every thing he went a- 
dut with an awe and fear of God; whereby 
1 hs d bays no room to think that any piece 
3 uct wou'd be attended with conſe- 
quences prejudicial to his repoſe. 


Then all the officers, in 
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This anſwer met with the ſame favorable re- 
ception. Upon which, he put a queſtion to the 
next perſon, what means were to be uſed ſo as 
to obtain and retain friends of the ſame ſen- 
timents with himſelf, To this he was anſwer- 
ed, © If they find that you take care to ſee theſe 
* aſſemblies, over whom you preſide, preſerv'c. 
© This will eaſily be performed, if you but con- 
* ſider how God aſſiſts human kind, who gives 
* them, at proper ſeaſons, food and all other ne- 
ceſſaries, whereby their health is preſerved.' 


This man's words were commended, and the 


next was ask'd, how, in adminiſtering juſtice, 
and pronouncing decrees, he ſhould get thoſe to 
applaud and commend his actions, who were 
not capable of judging for themſelves. To this 
he was auſwer'd, © It you diſcover your felt to 
© all your ſubjects always in the ſame tenour, 
© without keeping up to your prerogative, and 
« puniſhing offenders accordingly ; you will never 
© miſtake your ſelf in this, provided you take 
for your example the government wherewith 
God rules over mankind, who always complies 
© with the requelts of thoſe that are worthy ; 
© whereas thoſe whom he deems not ſo, he lets 
them underſtand their errors by dreams; yet 
© he never puniſhes them proportionably to their 
© crimes, or according to the meaſure ot his own 
© immenſe power, but deals with them in obe- 
* dience to the ſtandard of equity.“ 


This, too, was commanded, and the next 


ask'd how he might become invincible in the 
expeditions he made. To this he was anſwer- 
ed, © If you put no truſt either in the number 
© of your forces, or in your own power or 
* ſtrength, but, on the contrary, call for aſſiſt- 
© ance to God, and beg of him to direct you, 
© who endeavour to purſue every thing jultly, 
in your actions and counſels.” 

This meeting with the like approbation, a- 
nother was ask'd how he ſhould become dread- 
ful to his enemies. If you are maiter of large 
© magazines, and great ſtore of arms, anſwer'd 
* the elder, and keep theſe to the affair diſputed 
c about is terminated, as if they had been uſe- 
© leſs. For God himſelf makes uſe of delays, 
© and by expoſing the greatneſs of his power, 
« ſtrike all with terror. 

Applauſe being given to theſe words, the 
queſtion was put to the next, what was the 
beſt thing to be choſen to conduct a man's life 
by. To this he was anſwered, 'To fix this as 
an infallible maxim, that all things were go- 
verned by God ; and that in thoſe occurrences 
which he looked upon as the moſt glorious, 
our counſels had no thare, but that the divine 
being directed all, proportionable to his power. 

This perſon being alſo applauded, the next 
was asked how he mult preſerve his affairs on 
a ſure and firm foundation, and leave them in 
that condition to his poſterity. To this he 
was anſwered, © By praying always to God, 
* that you may follow good advice in the con- 
* ducting your affairs; and by adviſing the 
© well-born not to let dignity and wealth 
* ſwell their ambition, nor their thoughts ſug- 
* geſt to them that theſe acquiſitions are owing 
© to themſelves, but that their diſpenſation 
comes and proceeds from God,” 


This 
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This meeting with the ſame approbation, the 
queſtion was put to the next, what way he muſt 
take to ſuſtain every caſualty of life with mo- 
deration. To this he was anſwered, * If you 
can perſuade your ſelf to believe that God 
© hath cteated mankind in ſuch a manner that 
© the greateſt felicities and hardſhips are inevi- 
© table attendants on them in this life, and 
© that there is no man living that can pretend 
© to be void of the viciſſitude of theſe two; 
© but that God can contribute an equal temper 
© of mind, for which he is prayed to.“ 

This perſon's anſwer being received with the 
ſame humanity and candour, the king ſaid, All 
* of you have anſwered me excellently well : 
© Bur I will only ask a ſingle queſtion more, 
© and then leave off, that we may enjoy that 
© mirth and feſtivity for which we are aſſembled 
© here: And during the following fix days 1 
© will acquaint my Ml with other arguments.“ 
After this, he asked the next what end their 
was cf valour. To which he was anſwered, 
© If your deliberation and deſigns, in the pro- 
* ſecution of arduous and noble exploits, are 
according to juſtice and reaſon, you need 
t not tear but things will anſwer your expec- 
© tations, Bur 'tis God, O king! who is the 
author of ſucceſs and fortuitous occurrences, 
*ſo long as you proſecute your deſigns juſtly 
© and regularly.“ This ſpeech met with uni- 
verſal approbation, and was followed with loud 
applauſe. Upon which, the king turned him- 
ſelf to the philoſophers, who were pretty nu- 
merous, and ſaid, M opinion is, that the vir- 
tue of theſe perſons is very extaordinary, and 
that their underſtanding far exceeds the łuo u- 
ledge of other men; who can thus give extem- 
pore anſwers ſo properly adapted to the queſtions 
put to them ; making God the fountain of every 
thing. 

on Menedemus, the Eretrien philo- 
ſopher, ſaid, *Tis very ju, O king / what you 
obſerve. For ſince all things owe their depen- 
dance to God, it is but reaſonable for us to con- 


' Clude, that man is à creature of God; and as 


juſt to ſay, that every man derives the force and 
rectitude of his underſtanding principally from 
God. The king ſignifying his conſent to theſe 
aſſertions, ceaſed ſpeaking any further at that 
time ; upon which, the gueſts fell to the enter- 
tainment, which concluded with the day. 
The next day the ſame entertainments were 
prepared, and the ſame order and regularity 
obſerved ; when the king found a fit opportu- 
nity to put his queſtions, he asked thoſe perſons 
who immediately fat next to thoſe who had 
been interrogated the day before, beginning 
with the eleventh ; becauſe he had paſſed the 
diſcourſe with ten the day before. Silence was 
commanded, and thereupon he asked what wa 
a rich man ſhould take to continue fo? The 
perſon of whom this queſtion was demanded, 
having made a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, If you act 
nothing beyond the dignity of your king- 
© dom, nor abandon your ſelf to a luxurious 
way of life; if your expences are not thrown 
* upon fooliſh things and trifles ; but if your 
* endeavours are calculated to make your ſub- 
* jects love you by the favours and kindneſſes 


© you confer upon them. For God is the prin- 
© cipal bounty-giver; he is author of all good 
© things, and him it behoves you to imitate.“ 

The king commended this Perſon, and put 
the queſtion to another, how he muſt love and 
embrace truth? To which he was anſwered, 
© Tf you can firſt bring your ſelf to believe 
© that *tis vaſtly diſhonourable and ſcandalous 
© to all men to utter lies, eſpecialiy ro kings; 
© who having power of doing what they pleaſe, 
© why ſhould they falſify themſelves? And, 
© next, if you but conſider that God is a loyer 
© of truth.“ 

This perſon's ſpeech meeting wirh applauſe, 
the king looked upon the next, and asked him 
what was learning, and the fruit of wiſdom? 
To this he was anſwered, © You hate to be 
© ſurrounded with misfortunes, but deſire to 
© abound in good things; fo that you will act 
the part of a prudent perſon, if you fſhew an 
© equal regard to your ſubjects: Bur ſtill be 
« ſure to treat men of honeit and approved 
© principles with humanity and moderation: 
© For God governs over mankind with equity 
© and juſtice.” 

The king commended this perſon, and ſaid 
to the next, by what means ſhould he become 
humane? To this he made anſwer, * If you do 
but reflect ſeriouſly within your mind, the 
© long time, and the many myſteries, to which 
© the race of human kind is born, and that, 
fr p thus reflecting, you ought to be a long 
© time before you proceed either to puniſh or 
© acCuſe ochers, becauſe the life of man is too 
© liable of itch ro be obnoxious to troubles 
© and afflictions. Now it theſe ſeveral things 
© be maturely conſidered, they will incline 
your ſoul to compaſſion, and the more fo, 
© provided you will but think that God 1s 
* merciful,” 

J he king commended this perſon and ſaid 
to the next, what qualifications were the moſt 
neceſlary for a king to govern himſelf by? To 
this he anſwer' d, To keep himſelf free from 
© the contagion and corruption of bribery ; to 
© keep himſelf ſober and moderate in the higher 
© ſtations of life; to prefer juſtice before all 
© other conſiderations; and encourage its fol- 
© lowers with marks of a ſingular benevolence: 
© Becauſe God is alſo a lover of the juſt. 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, © In what doth religion con- 
© ſiſt?* To which he returned this anſwer: 
© In a firm perſuaſion that God is omniſcient 
and omniagent ; that nothing, which eirher 
© the good or the bad perſon does, is hid from 
© him. So that, ſeeing God cheriſhes the whole 
* world by his bounty, if you make him you! 
© example, you may certainly expect never © 
© err or ſtumble.” 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, What is the end and dug 
© of government? Jo this anſwer was made 
To govern himſelf according to equity; to pit 
no ſuch confidence either in riches or hon% 
as to ſhew himſelf proud and overbcans 
And this would be, provided he but ſerioul! 
conſidered his own condition. For all * 

things you poſſeſs, comparatively ſpeaking, , 


to the 


as nothing; and God himſelf is far from being 


covetous, but is juſt and upright, which you, 
as a being, ſhould weigh in your mind: Nei— 
ther let your ambition, or the thirſt of empire, 
prompt you to annex a number of provinces to 
the dominions which you alteady enjoy. | 
The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, which was the way to enter- 
tain the belt ſentiments. To which this anſwer 
was made: hon propoſe things that are juſt to 
yourſelf, and are determined that injuſtice is the 


bane and deſtruction of life, but think that God 
is always a friend to the righteons, 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, how he muſt do to have reſt in 
his dreams. To this he made anſwer : © The 


« thing you demand to know, is almoſt inſuper- 


cable difficulties, with regard to its being ex- 


« plain'd ; for we are not our own maſters in 
© thoſe things which fall out in our dreams, but 
« are actuated by an irrational motion. For at 
« ſuch times as they happen, we are affected 
« with them juſt as though we actually ſaw them; 
and yer 'tis all performed irrationally, inaſ- 
© much as we fancy ourſelves to be carried into 
« the ſea, to be failing in ſome ſhip, to be ſell- 
ing ſomething, to be failing aloft, to be tak- 
ing a journey, and many other freaks of the 
« ſame kind, which we come afterwards to know 
were never in being. Though there is this dif- 
© ficulty in this point, yet, according to the 
© meaſare of my underitanding, I will preſume 

© to lay before you, O king, that what I think 
you either ſpeak or do, be referred to religion, 
© and have that always in view: For, to the end 
you may experience this, while you act and 
ſpeak according to the principles of virtue, 
© you will never gratify any beyond your reaſon, 
nor, through any confidence in your authority, 
© ſtretch your pretogative beyond its full limits. 
is obſervable, that in thoſe affairs which the 
© man awake takes much delight in, the ſoul 
© partakes of in a dream. And from hence it 
© will rationally follow, that the perſon who di- 
© rects his thoughts and actions, when awake, 
to virtuous and honeſt views, will, when 
d aſleep, find no uneaſy or turbulent dreams 
* moleſt him; even as you, O king, will find, 
* who are bleſſed with ſuch an extraordinary 
*evenneſs of mind.“ 

The king commended this Perſon, and then 
laid to the next, Becauſe it falls out for you 
to be the tenth man to be asked, as ſoon as 
you ſhall have given me your opinion, we will 
then turn to ſupper. I herefore I deſire to 
; know of you how I may never ſtand in need of 

any thing that may be to my diſhonour.” To 
this he return'd him anſwer: Do but have a 
couſtaut regard to your own honour, and the 
; greatneſs of your dignity ; to the end that both 
; FT ris and actions may be made conform- 
: WB t NEE COON they who have the for- 
Anus 55 uy er Foug 8 w1ll 1 
TP oth to ſpeak and reflect of you. Ot all 
uns you are moſtly to avoid, let it be falſ- 
_ 200d, that you may not throw a falſe cover 
over the perſon you repreſent. For, be aſſured, 
| all who ſhall obſerve this in your conduct, will 
not be backward in imitating you. Be no ways 

deceitful, nor prove a king under a pretext : If 


N do right to yourſelf, thew yourſelf 
+ 


—  * - 


© a king in reality, and own the favour God, 
© who, for the excellency of your manners, will 
© make your government appear worthy of your 
© adminiſtration,.* All theſe things having met 
with the king's ſpecial commendation, and ban- 
quet having been continued its juſt time, they 
were ordered all, at laſt, to retire, to their re- 

' ſpeEtive beds; after which, and this banquet 
being ended, every thing that was thought ne- 
ceſlary for the next day's entertainment, was 
put in a readineſs. 

» The next day, when all had taken their pla- 
ces, as before, the king finding an opportunity 
to put his queſtions, thus adereſs'd himfelt to 
the firſt of thoſe who had nor, as yet, been 
ask*d, what government was the beſt. To this 
queſtion, anſwer was made, to govern himſelf, 
and never to be drawn away by the currenc of 


his own affections ; for 'tcwas the nature of man 


to be inclinable to purſuits in one kind or ano< 
ther: From whence it came, that the common 
vulgar were of opinion they were under a ne- 
ceſſity to follow banquetting, carouſing, and 
other pleaſures, as they think them, of the ſame 
nature. While kings, on the other hand, think 
it their buſineſs, for the extending of their do- 
minions, to conquer and ſubdue countries and 
provinces. But there is a medium which holds 
good in all things, which is juſt and approved 
by all. Do you, therefore, O king, preſerve 
and defend what God hath given you; but as 
to what is none of your property, and to which 
you have no juſt claim, let not your deſires 
aſpire. fe 

This anſwer pleaſing the king, he addreſs'd 
the ſecond what he ſhould do to be free from 
the vice of envy, ſo as never to envy no man. 
The perſon, {poke to, baving pauſed a little, 
returned this anſwer: This, Sir, will be the 
* only way, if you can bur 2pprove thereof; to 
© think that 'tis God alone who gives princes 
* and kings the power and authority which they 
© enjoy, and the riches which ſet off their digni- 


© ty; and that there is no king from himſelf : 


Which evidently is clear from this one parti- 
© cular, becauſe all have ambition enough to 
© with for this honour, but are not able to ob- 
© tain it, by reaſon 'tis God's ſole gift. 

The king, having commended this man, then 
ſpoke to the next, and ask'd how he muſt de- 
ſpiſe his enemies. Jo which he receiv'd this an- 
ſwer: * If you but endeavour to win over man- 
kind with clemency and benevolence, you will 
« conſequently gain their friend{hip, and no ene- 
my ſhall then give you any diſturbance. Now 
©to be thus in tavour with mankind, is an ex- 
« cellent gift of God, from whom you cannot 
receive a better. $ 

The king, having approved of this anſwer, 
commanded the next to anſwer to this queſtion, 
how he ſhould do to have perpetual honour and 
fame among mankind. To which he received 
this anſwer: If you prove liberal and munifi- 
cent, and ſtrive to gain the affetFions of man- 
kind by a readineſs and promptitude of mind 
to ſerve and do offices of friendſhip to them - 
For, by this means, you ſhall ſecure qcur glo- 
ry. But, if you have a mind that what J 
have advanced may continually have place in 


Jour mind, be ſure at all times to call upon 


God. | 
io A The 
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This meeting with the ſame approbation, the 
queſtion was put to the next, what way he muſt 
take to ſuſtain every caſualty of life with mo- 


deration. To this he was anſwered, If you 
can perſuade your ſelf to believe that God 
© hath created mankind in ſuch a manner that 
© the greateſt felicities and hardſhips are inevi- 
< table attendants on them in this life, and 
© that there is no man living that can pretend 
© to be void of the viciſſitude of theſe two; 
© but that God can contribute an equal temper 
© of mind, for which he is prayed to.“ 

This perſon's anſwer being received with the 
ſame humanity and candour, the king ſaid, All 
* of you have anſwered me excellently well : 
© But I will only ask a ſingle queſtion more, 
© and then leave off, that we may enjoy that 
© mirth and feſtivity for which we are aſſembled 
© here: And during the following fix days I 
© will acquaint my felf with other arguments.“ 
After this, he asked the next what end their 
was cf valour. To which he was anſwered, 
© [If your deliberation and deſigns, in the pro- 
© ſecution of arduous and noble exploits, are 
according to juſtice and reaſon, you need 
© not tear but things will anſwer your expec- 
© tations, Bur 'tis God, O king! who is the 
author of ſucceſs and fortuitous occurrences, 
* ſo long as you proſecute your deſigns juſtly 
© and regularly.” This ſpeech met with uni- 
verſal approbation, and was followed with loud 
applauſe. Upon which, the king turned him- 
ſelf to the philoſophers, who were pretty na- 
merous, and ſaid, My opinion is, that the der- 
tue of theſe perſons is very extaordinary, and 
that their underſlanding far exceeds the knou= 
ledge of other men; who can thus give extem- 
pore an/wers ſo properly adapted to the queſtions 
put to them ; making God the fountain of every 
thing. 

Hereupon Menedemus, the Eretrien philo- 
ſopher, ſaid, 276 very jut, O king / what you 
obſerve, For fiuce all things owe their depen- 
dance to God, it is but reaſonable for us to con- 


clude, that man is à creature of God; and as 


jaft to ſay, that every man derives the force and 
rectitude of his underſtanding principally from 
God. The king ſignifying his conſent to theſe 
aſſertions, ceaſed ſpeaking any further at that 
time; upon which, the gueſts fell to the enter- 
tainment, which concluded with the day. 

The next day the ſame entertainments were 


prepared, and the ſame order and regularity 


obſerved ; when the king found a fit opportu- 
nity to put his queſtions, he asked thoſe perſons 
who immediately fat next to thoſe who had 
been interrogated the day before, beginning 
with the eleventh ; becauſe he had paſſed the 
diſcourſe with ten the day before. Silence was 
commanded, and thereupon he asked what way 
a rich man ſhould take to continue ſo? The 
perſon of whom this queſtion was demanded, 
having made a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, If you act 
nothing beyond the dignity of your king- 
dom, nor abandon your ſelf to a luxurious 
* way of life; if your expences are not thrown 
* upon fooliſh things and trifles ; but if your 
* endeavours are calculated to make your ſub- 


* jects love you by the tavours and kindneſſes things you poſſeſs, comparatively ſpeaking, 7 
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© you confer upon them. For God is the prin- 
© cipal bounty-giver; he is author of all good 
© things, and him it behoves you to imitate.“ 
The king commended this Perſon, and put 
the queſtion to another, how he muſt love and 
embrace truth? To which he was anſwered, 
© If you can firſt bring your ſelf to believe 
© that *tis vaſtly diſhonourable and {candalous 
© to all men to utter lies, eſpecialiy to kings; 
© who having power of doing what they pleaſe, 
© why ſhould they falſify themſelves? And, 


© next, if you but conſider that God is a lovet 


© of truth.” 

This perſon's ſpeech meeting wirh applauſe, 
the king looked upon the next, and asked him 
what was learning, and the fruit of wiſdom > 
To this he was anſwered, © You hate to be 
© ſurrounded with misfortunes, but deſire to 
© abound in good things; ſo that you will act 
the part of a prudent perſon, if you ſhiew an 
© equal regard to your ſubjects: But ſtill be 
© ſure to treat men of honeit and approved 
principles with humanity and moderation: 
For God governs over mankind with equity 
© and juſtice.“ | | 

The king commended this perſon, and ſaid 


to the next, by what means ſhould he become 


humane? To this he made anſwer, * If you do 

but reflect ſeriouſly within your mind, the 

© long time, and the many myſteries, to which 

© the race of human Kind is born, and that, 

© ir 0 thus reficctios, you ought to be a long 
time beiore you proceed either to puniſh or 

© acCuſe ochers, vecaule the life of man is too 
© havle of itſeli ro be obnoxious to troubles 
© and afflictions. Now it theſe ſeveral things 
be maturely conſidered, they will incline 
* your ſoul to compaſſion, and the more fo, 
provided you will but think that God is 
merciful. ; 

J he king commended this perſong and ſaid 
to the next, what qualifications were the moſt 
neceſlary for a king to govern himſelf by? To 
this he anſwer'd, To keep himſelf free from 
© the contagion and corruption of bribery ; to 
© keep himſelt ſober and moderate in the higher 
© ſtations of life; to prefer juſtice before all 
© other conſiderations; and encourage its fol- 
© lowers with marks of a ſingular benevolence: 
© Becauſe God is alſo a lover of the juſt.” 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, In what doth religion con- 
« ſiſt?* To which he returned this anſwer: 
© In a firm perſuaſion that God is omniſcient 
and omniagent ; that nothing, which either 
© the good or the bad perſon does, is hid from 
© him. So that, ſeeing God cheriſhes the whole 
* world by his bounty, if you make him you! 
© example, you may certainly expect never © 
© err or ſtumble.” 

The king commended this perſon, and thel 
ſaid to the next, What is the end and dag 
of government?” J0 this anſwer was made 

To govern himſelf according to equity; to it 
no ſuch confidence either in riches or hond 
as to ſhew himſelf proud and overbeils 
And this would be, provided he bur feriow 
conſidered his own condition. For all te 


10 the EWS. 


as nothing; and God himſelf is far from being 
covetous, but is juſt and upright, which you, 
as a being, ſhould weigh in your mind: Nei- 
ther let your ambition, or the thirſt of empire, 
prompt you to annex a number of provinces to 
the dominions which you alteady enjoy. 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, which was the way to enter- 
tain the beſt ſentiments. To which this anſwer 
was made: If you propoſe things that are juſt to 

yourſelf, and are determined that injiiſtice is the 
| bane and deſtruction of life, but think that God 
is always a friend to the righteous, 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, how he muſt do to have reſt in 
his dreams. To this he made anſwer : © the 
© thing you demand to know, is almoſt inſuper- 
able difficulcies, with regard to its being ex- 
« plain'd; for we are not our own maſters in 
© thoſe things which fall out in our dreams, but 
are actuated by an irrational motion. For at 


« ſuch times as they happen, we are affected 


© with them juſt as though we actually ſaw them; 
« and yer 'tis all performed irrationally, inaſ- 
© much as we fancy ourſelves to be carried into 
the ſea, to be ſailing in ſome ſhip, to be ſell- 
ing ſomething, to be ſailing aloft, to be tak- 
© ing a journey, and many other freaks of the 
ſame kind, which we come afterwards to know 
« were never in being. Though there is this dif- 
© ficulty in this point, yer, according to the 
© meaſare of my underitanding, I will preſume 
© to lay before you, O king, that what I think 
you either ſpeak or do, be referred to religion, 
© and have that always in view: For, to the end 
© you may experience this, while you act and 
« ſpeak according to the principles of virtue, 
© you will never gratify any beyond your reaſon, 
© nor, through any confidence in your authority, 
© ſtretch your prerogative beyond its full limits. 
J is obſervable, that in thoſe affairs which the 
* man awake takes much delight in, the ſoul 
© partakes of in a dream. And from hence it 
* will rationally follow, that the perſon who di- 
*rects his thoughts and actions, when awake, 
to virtuous and honeſt views, will, when 
©aflleep, find no uneaſy or turbulent dreams 
moleſt him; even as you, O king, will find, 
ho are bleſſed with ſuch an extraordinary 
*evenneſs of mind.“ 

The king commended this Perſon, and then 
laid to the next, © Becauſe it falls out for you 
to be the tenth man to be asked, as ſoon as 
you shall have given me your opinion, we will 
then turn to ſupper. J herefore I deſire to 
know of you how I may never ſtand in need of 

any thing that may be to my diſhonour.” To 
this lie return'd him anſwer : Do but have a 
couſtaut regard to your own honour, and the 

gieatueſs of your dignity ; to the end that both 


© a king in reality, and own the favour God, 
© who, for the excellency of your manners, will 
© make your government appear worthy of your 
© adminiſtration.* All theſe things having met 
with the king's ſpecial commendation, and ban- 
quet having been continued its juſt time, they 
were ordered all, ac laſt, to retire, to their re- 
ſpective beds; after which, and this banquet 
being ended, every thing that was thought ne- 
ceſſary for the next day's entertainment, was 
put in a readineſs. | 

Ihe next day, when all had taken their pla- 
ces, as before, the king finding an opportunity 
to put his queſtions, thus adareſs'd himſelf to 
the firſt of thoſe who had nor, as yet, been 
ask*d, what government was the beſt. To this 
queſtion, anſwer was made, to govern himſelf, 


and never to be drawn away by the current of 


his own affections; for *cwas the nature of man 
to be inclinable to purſuits in one kind or ano- 
ther : From whence 1t came, that the common 
vulgar were of opinion they were under a ne- 
ceſſity to follow banquetting, carouſing, and 
other pleaſures, as they think them, of the ſame 
nature. While kings, on the other hand, think 
it their buſineſs, for the extending of their do- 
minions, to conquer and ſubdue countries and 
provinces. But there is a medium which holds 
good in all things, which 1s juſt and approved 
by all. Do you, theretore, O king, preſerve 
and defend what God hath given you; but as 
to what is none of your property, and to which 


you have no juſt claim, let not your deſires 


aſpire. 

This anſwer pleaſing the king, he addreſs'd 
the ſecond what he thould do to be free from 
the vice of envy, fo as never to envy no man. 
The perſon, ſpoke to, baving pauſed a little, 
returned this anſwer : This, Sir, will be the 
© only way, if you can bur 2pprove thereof; to 


© think that *ris God alone who gives princes 


* and kings the power and authority which they 
© enjoy, and the riches which ſer off their digni- 


© ty ; and that there is no king from himſelf : 


Which evidently is clear from this one parti- 
© cular, becauſe all have ambition enough to 
© with tor this honour, but are not able to ob- 
© tain it, by reaſon *ris God's ſole gift.“ 
The king, having commended this man, then 
\- ; 
ſpoke to the next, and ask'd how he muſt de- 


ſpiſe his enemies. To which he receiv'd this an- 
ſwer: If you but endeavour to win over man- 
kind with clemency and benevolence, you will 


« conſequently gain their friendſhip, and no ene- 
my ſhall then give you any diſturbance. Now 
©to be thus in tavour with mankind, 1s an ex- 
« cellent gift of God, from whom you cannot 
receive a better. 


The king, having approved of this anſwer, 
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commanded the next to anſwer to this queſtion, 


a how he ſhould do to have perpetual honour and 
able thereto : Becauſe they who have the for- fame among mankind. To which he received 


; — — live under your dominion, will not this anſwer : If you prove liberal and mu ui fe 
6 Tu e both to ſpeak and reflect of you. Of all cent, and ſtrive to gain the affetiions of man- 
ss you are moltly to avoid, let it be falſ kind by a readineſs and promptitude of mind 
: 950 that 2 may not throw a falſe cover 0 /erve and do offices of Jriendſhip to them - 
on 1 you repreſent. For, be aſſured, For, by is meaus, ci ſcall ſecure your glo- 
Te ru were bn this in your conduct, will ry, But, if you have a mind that what 1 
© deceirs ac Kware in imteating you. Be no ways have advanced may continually have place in 
: tu), nor prove a kivg under a pretext : 1t Jour mind, be ſure at all times to call upon 


0 . 
your words and actions may be made conform- 
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vou would do right to yourſelf, thew yourſelf God. | 
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The king, having commended this perfon, 
addreſs'd himſelf ro the next, who were the 
kater with whom he ſhould act gloriouſly and 

onourably. To this he return'd antwer :. 


Some, Sir, are of opinion, that this ſhould be 


done to thoſe who carry friendly towards us ; but 1 
rather c hie to think that this honourable treat- 
ment ſhould be confined to thoſe who ſeek glory 
and rencun in times of diſtreſs, to the end we may 


reduce them by this means to that which becomes 


them, and is for their advantage. But, how- 
ever, we muſt invoke God that he would ve 
pleas'd to do this, who governs and moderates 
the minds and inclinations of all men. 

The king having commended this man, the 
Gxth was addreſs'd to, and deſired ts anſwer to 
the following queſtion; who were they whom 
he ſhould. gratity. To this he returned this 
anſwer: Parents, at all times; and, in the firſt 
place, becauſe God gave a principal command, 
in this reſpeli; concerning the honour that was 
to be piven to parents. To friends, in the next 
place; becauſe he points out the ſame thing when 
he ſays, Let a friend be to thee as thy own ſoul. 
But vor, O king, will aff honourably, in ſtriving 
to gain over to you, all men, by your friendlineſs 
and royal condeſcention. | 5 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
then addreſs'd himſelf to the next, what was 
worthy of a decent worſhip. To this anſwer 
was made, piety. For that was a real beauty 
in it ſelf, becauſe ir was placed in charity, by 
the gift of God. Which you, O king, enjoy, 
and, in it, all other good things. 

The king, having commended this man, tur- 
ned to the next, and ſaid, how muſt he regain 
his character, when ſtain'd by any miſtake or 


inadvettancy. To this anſwer was made : © is 


© impoſſible, Sir, that you thou'd oftend any one, 
© who are the fountain of benevolence, and who 
© confers upon all the act of kindneſs and friend- 
* ſhip. Now as this one qualification is far above 
© the greateſt arms, ſo tis a ſtrong bulwark and 


foundation to ſecure your glory. But it there 


© are any who are accuſtomed to make theſe 
© offences, let them take care to avoid, for the 
* future, thoſe things whereby they give the of- 
© fence. For tis the gift of God to be prone to 
© do good, and not bad actions. | 

The king, having commended this man, then 
ſpoke to the next, and asked what way he mult 
take to keep himſelf from ſorrow. To this 
anſwer was made, If you injure no man, but 
© endeavour to love and deal juſtly with all men. 
For the fruit of this behaviour is no leſs a thing 
* than the ſecurity of your perſon, and the tran- 
* quillity of your mind. However, we are to offer 
© our prayers to God, in the mean time, that 
© death, diſeaſes, trouble, and the like, which 
commonly happen without our wiſhing for, or 
© thinking of them, may not diſcompoſe us. But 
© jt cannot be, that you, who are ſo religious a 
prince, can be troubled with any of theſe par- 
© ticulars, . 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelt to the tenth, and asked what 
was the moſt glorious thing, and what was moſt 
worthy of man. To this anſwer was made, © To 
© worthip and reverence God, not with preſents 


from thoſe actions which you hare already 


ſwer, the king gave ail who had ſpoke a louder 


© and ſacrifice, but with purity of mind and heart; 
© and with a juſt thought beſides. That all things 
© are made and governed by him according as 
© he pleaſes, But this, O king, is no more 
© than what you harbour and entertain within 
© your own breaſt, aud to which you continually 
conform your mind; as may eaſily be traced 


performed, and which you continue to per- 
form.“ When this perſon had finiſh'd his an- 


mark of his applauſe, being accompanied by 
the acclamarions of the reſt who were preſent; 
and eſpecially by the philoſophers, whom they 
far exceeded, both in the conduct of their lives 
and in the uſe of their eloquence, as receivinę 
all from God, the fountain-head. : 
In the very fame manner a banquet was pre- 
pared the next day. When the king found an 
opportunity, he began to put his queſtions to 
thoſe who had not yet been ask'd, and thus be- 
gan with the firſt; whether or no twas poſſible 
to acquire prudence by ſtudy and learning. To 
this anſwer was made, that it was an habit of 
the mind, which, by direction of a ſupernatural 
cauſe, was inſluenced to purſue all laudable and 
honeſt endeavours, and to avoid their contraries, 
The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask d bow 
he muſt preſerve his health. He was anſwer' d. 
by temperance ; yet this was a thing our of his 
m_ unleſs God was pleaſed to prepare him 
Or it. | 
And having commended this perſon, he ſpoke 
to the next, and ask'd how he muſt become 
fond of hearing. To this anſwer was made, if 
he but thought it advantageous to know ever 
thing, only tor this end, that he might ſelect 
ſomething from what he had heard, and, when 
opportunity offered, that he might produce and 
diſcover it in his actions, yet ſo as that God 
might always be thought the conducter and in- 
fluencer thereof: Becauſe God is the cauſe that 
brings every thing to its event. | 
The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd what 
way he muſt take to return ſuch thanks to his 
parents as became him. To this he was an- 
ſwer' d, not to give them any trouble or offence; 
but that he could not even do this of himſelf, 
if he made not God the director of his mind, 
in order to govern his actions to the beſt. 
The king, having commended this perſon, he 
then turned to the next, and ſaid, what me- 
thod muſt he take never to act in oppoſition to 
the laws. To this anſwer was made, that he 
would arrive at this, provided he could but 
bring himſelf to think that God ſuggeſted to 
the mind of the law-giver ſuch thoughts and 
wiſdom to make ſuch laws, as conſiſted with 
the preſervation of man. 
The king, having commended this, addreſs'd 
himſelf to the next, and ask'd what was the 
advantage of kindred, To this anſwer wi 
made, ift we would conſider things from events, 
how, in the days of adverſity, we are cali 
down, and afflicted proport ionably to the great 
neſs of the mutual alliance between us, fel 


when this happens, not only commendation fol 
| y lows, 
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lows, but the chain of alliance is bound the fir- 
mer; becauſe this kindred or alliance, this be- 
nevolence, and this love, confirmed in this 
manner, becomes altogether inſeperable) : 
Whereas, in the ſeaſon of proſperity, nothing 
is required which their abilities or circumſtan- 
ces Cannot perform. Yer, even in this caſe, 1s 
God to be prayed to with humility, that he 
would pleaſe to give all things a proſperous 
iſſue. 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelt wo the next, how it was poſ- 
{ible for any one to live devoid of fear, To 
this he was anſwer' d, provided he preſerv'd his 
mind unconſcious of any bad or evil action, re- 
terring all to God, and always directing his 
thoughts to ſuch things as were virtually good 
in themſelves. 

This perſon meeting with approbation, the 
next was asK'd how any one could always be 
certain of having his reaſon right upon all occa- 
lions. To this anſwer was made, provided he 
was continually reflect ing on the misfortunes 
that befel mankind, and trom thence drew this 
conclution, that God deprived ſome of their 
felicity and temporal happineſs, and raiſed o- 
thers to grandeur and great dignity. . 

Theking having commended this perſon, the 
next was ſpoken to, and ask*d how he mult do 
that neither idleneſs, nor the lover of pleaſure, 
got the aſcendant of him. To this he was an- 
twered, provided he would but place before his 
eyes, and maturely weigh within his mind, 
how thar he had a mighty kingdom to govern, 
and many under his juriſdiction; that it was not 
for his intereſt to let his mind be ſeduced over 
to other things, but that he was under a ſort 
of neceſſity to be careful and ſollicitous for 
their good government. However, that his 
prayers thould not be wanting to God, to di- 
rect him fo as not to neglect or omit any one 
particular that was his duty to petorm. 

The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd how he muſt do to find out 
when any dealt treacherouſly with him. 1o 
this he was anſwer'd, it he would but nearly 
confider how well every tree and ingenuous 
man ought to enjoy lite; what a conſtant and 
certainequality there was in their manners and 
converlation, in their benevolence, and the o- 
ther duties of their lite. But God, O king, 
will direct your mind to things that are beſt. 
The king having commended this man, and all 
the reſt who had been interrogated receiving 
the fame commendations from him, and all the 
company that were preſent, they then turned 
themſelves to mirth, aud the ſong began to 
move, | | 
| When the next day was come, the king find- 
ng the uſual opportunity, put the queſtion to 
te next, and ask'd what was the greateſt neg- 
gence. Jo this he was anſwer'd, it any per- 
on take not ſufficient care of his children, nor 
wc the greateſt diligence he can in informing 
w_ nftrutting their minds. For we offer up 
5 3 God not ſo much for our ſelves, 
a our children, that they be attended with 

ery good thing; and that they may long for, 


and receive, the jnſtruction of temperance, 
which is a favour of grace and divine mercy. 

1 he king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd how a perſon became a lover of 
his country. To this anſwer was made, if the 
perſon was determined to think it an honoura- 
ble thing to live and die in his own country, 
and would bur contider that poor men in foreign 
lands were deſpiſed, and the rich calumniated, 
as being thought baniſh*d their country for ſome 
bale action or other. But if you O king, ſhall 
continue to purſue the ſame beneficent ways to 
mankind, as you mult diligently diſcover your 
temper to be at preſent ; the grace of God in- 
fluencing this kind diſpoſition in you, then you 
will ſhew your ſelf a lover of your country, 

The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd how a man cou'd live comforta- 
bly and agreeably with his wife. To this he 
was anſwer'd, that it was a caſe that was un- 
queſtionable, that the female ſex were confident 
and bold, and fit to attempt any thing: Be- 
ſides, that they were changeable, through the 
natural weakneſs and imbecility of their ſex. 
So that they were to be treated with modera- 
tion and gentleneſs, and never to be provoked 


to anger. That if this way be purſued with 


them, man may depend to live comfortably 
and agreeably with them, when he knows to 
what mark all his actions and deſigns ought ro 
be directed. However, if the divine atfiſtance 
be added, the cate with the man will {till be 
the happier, and more ſecure. 

The king having commended this perſon, he 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd how 
he ſhould do to live without fault. To this 
he was anſwer'd, it what he did was perform'd 
with obſervation and diligence, without giving 
ear to calumny, and reproach ; but being con- 
vinc'd that you your ſelf are the perſon who 


_ ought to conſider every thing in your own 


breaſt. Now, O king, if you purſue this me- 
thod with mankind, you will preſerve your ſelf 
from error, and ſeldom or never run into miſ- 
takes. But to manage your ſelt well in this 
point, you ought to crave the divine aſſiſt- 
ance. : „ 

This anſwer pleaſing the king, he ſpoke to 
the next how he ſhould do to preſerve himſelt 
from anger. Jo this he mace anſwer, if he 
only conſidered the univerſal power he was yeſ- 
ted with; and that if he joined anger to his 
authority, probably the death of many perſons 


might be the conſequence. For it muſt be a 


miſerable and melancholy circumſtance for one, 
veſted with ſuch an unlimitted power, to make 
his authority the handle to deprive fo many 
of their lives. Beſides, you ought to conſider, 
that as all mankind are under your ſubjection, 
without your being troubled with any enemies, 
ſo you have no room to exerciſe your reſent- 
ment. And in this you will be convinc'd, it 
you but reflect that God governs the whole 
world with gentleneſs, irce from paſſion and 
reſentment ; whom, O king, you are principally 


to imitate. | 
The king conſeſſing that this perſon had diſ- 
charged himſelf hand ſomely, put the queſtion 
to 
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to the next, how he muſt do to deliberate juſtly, 
and take ſound advice at all times. He was 
anſwered, if he performed every thing with 
precaution and deliberation ; every thing being 
hurttul and prejudicial that is done with haſte 
and precipitation. However, thoſe always are 
the beit deliberat ions thar are conducted by an 
invocat ion of the divine aſſiſtance. 

This perſon was own'd to have anſwer'd 
pertinently. Whereupon. this queſtion was 
put to the next, what was philoſophy. He was 
anſwered, to have a juſt notion, and ro deter- 
mine juſtly of the ſeveral caſualries in this life; 
not to be borne away with the impulſes of his 
deſires, but ſeriouſly to reflect on the miſchiets 
that attend on thoſe deſires; to perform all 
things ſeaſonably, and in their proper time, but 
to take care always that they ſquzre with a juſt 
moderation of mind. However, God 1s prin- 
cipally to be implored to direct us in this 

int. 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
«ddreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd him, 
how he muſt do to obtain a generous and eaſy 
admittance among ſtrangers. He was anſwer'd, 
if he thoutd behave towards all with the ſame 
evenneſs and complacency of mind, and rather 
ſhew himſelf interior than ſuperior among thoſe 
with whom he ſojourned. | 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
pur the queſtion to the next, and asK'd how 
he muſt erect ſuch buildings as were likely ro 
endute and remain. To this he was anſwer'd, 
if he built ſuch as were magnificent and ſtate- 
ly ; that they who beheld them might be fo 
taken with their beauty, as to abſtain from hurt- 
ing them ; that none might venture to pertorm 
the like, and that none, who were] deſirous of 
imitating or performing rhe ſame, might be able 
to do it without extraodinary coſt and expence. 
But the beft thought you can frame to yourſelf 
will be to think that God governs over man- 
kind by his providence ; that he grants them 
health, ſound underſtanding, and all other 


things that are neceſfary : Yet it you, O king, 


ſtand in need of any ſuch thing, be ſure, how- 
ever, ſtill ro give the bad and unjuſt their true 
demerits. For thoſe thing which are perform- 
ed according to the ſtandard of juſtice, are cer- 
tain to remain and laſt for a long time. | 
The king having commended this perſon, he 
put the queſtion to the next, and ask'd what 
was the truit of wiſdom. To this he was an- 
ſwer' d, not to be conſcious of an ill action, but 


in every circumſtance of life to act truly and 


faithfully. For by doing thus, O king, you 
will receive extreme pleature and ſatisfaction 
to your ſelf. Beſides, *cwill further your hopes 
in God, as you govern your kingdom according 
ro the maxims of religion and piety. All the 
company, when they heard this, gave loud ac- 
clamations of praiſe. After which, the king 
being extremely glad, began to drink a health. 

The next day the ſame entertainment was 
prepared, and the ſame order preſerved among 
the gueſts, The king finding his uſual oppor- 
tunity, began to pur his queſtions to the reſt, 
and addreſs'd himiclt thus to the firſt ; how a 
man muit do ro avoid pride. To this he was 
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anſwer' d, if he preſerv'd at all times an even- 
neſs of temper, and conſidered that he was a 
man, and governed men, and alſo reflected that 
God caſt down the proud, and raiſed up the 
humble and lowly. | 7 

And having commended this man, he ſpoke 
to rhe next, and ask'd what counſellors he 
ought to make uſe of, He was anſwer' d, thoſe 
who had been much converſant in Affairs, and 
who preſerved an unſhaken loyalty to him, and 
who were of the ſame ſentiments with himſelf. 
But the knowledge of theſe happens to the 
worthy, from a divince diſcovery, . 

The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd what was the end of eloquence. 
He was anſwer'd, Zo perſuade, but yet ſo to di. 
cover your ſelf, that the arguments and thread 
of your adverſary*s diſcourſe are pernicious, and 
hurtful. Thus you will pain an hearer to receive 
Jour 6p:nion. However, take care not to advance 
fallacions reaſoning ; otherwiſe your adverſary 
gains upou you, and you loſe his approbation : 
But always reflect, that tis God who governs 
the force of perſuaſion, and directs it always to 
what it aims. | 

The king having commended this perſon, 
aadreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd what 


vas the moſt valuable thing which a king ought 


to poſſeſs. To this he was anſwer'd, the love 
and affection of his ſubje&s : Becauſe in this 
union conſiſts an indiſſoluble knot of alliance. 
But 'tis the handy-work of God to perform 
this according to one's deſires. 5 
This perſon meeting with commendation, the 
next was ask'd how a king muſt do to obtain 
harmony among his ſubjects when cabals and 
differences were heighten'd among them. He 
was anſwer' d, to make juſtice his guide, and to 
give to every one ſuitable to his deſert, For 
it, O king, you perform this, God will bleſs 
you with a ſound judgment, and an upright 
mind, | 
The king, having commended this perſon, ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to the next, what a man ſhould 
grieve for. He was anſwer'd, for thoſe cala- 
micies which tall upon our friends, eſpecially 
when we ſee them of long continuance, and 
unavoidable. For reaſon acquaints us, rhat 'tis 
folly to mourn for the dead, or thoſe who are 
delivered from their misfortunes. Bur theſe 
were Caſes that very frequently involved man- 
kind in mourning and ſorrow. However, there 
was none who could avoid all misfortunes, un- 
lefs by the power of God. | | 
This perſon meeting with approbation, the 
next was ask'd how a man came to be deſpiſed 
and to loſe his honour and character. He was 
anſwer'd, when any perſon ſhew'd himſelf 
prone and everlaſtingly confident and over- 
earing, then came he to be deſpiſed, and his 
character and reputation to ſink, But God was 
the governor of all honours, which he directe 
as he pleas'd. | 
The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask d i 
whom he ought to put his confidence. Is 
thoſe, anſwer d he, who converſe with you thro 
love, and not fear, or through any awe of your 
power, For the former of theſe is an aiim 
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of love, the latter of ill-will, and of artifice, 
zo gain an opportunity of impoſing upon you, For 
he who has the thought of advancing and en- 
riching himſelf, at heart, commonly proves a 
traitor. However, O king, you will find all a- 
bout you devotees, provided God gives ſolid and 
grave ſentiments. „ ' | 

This perſon meeting with approbation, the 
next was ask d what it was that. preſerv'd a 
kingdom. He was anſwer'd, a conſtant and 
diligent precaution, that in the adminiſtration 
of affairs no miſconduct was ſhewn, or any hard- 
ſhips laid upon the ſubjects, Which, O king, 
you will certainly follow, provided God gives 
you ſolid and grave ſentiments, | 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelt to the next, what it was that 
wou'd ſecure his honour and reputation. He 
was anſwer'd, Virtue, which employs itſelf a- 
bout laudable actions, and ſhun ſuch things as 


are vicious and pernicious ; even as you do, O0 


king, who enjoys this divine qualification. 
This perſon meeting with applauſe, the ele- 
renth, becauſe there was two above the ſe- 
venty, was ask*'d how he muſt do to prove ſe- 
rene and peaceable during war-time. He was 
auſwer'd, provided he would but perſuade him- 
{clt to believe that he acted nothing with pre- 
cipication or negligence ; and that, conſequent- 
ly, all his ſub jects wou'd be induced thence to 
do atchievements of renown ; becauſe they are 
_ perſuaded that you, when they depart this life, 
will have-an eye to the affairs which they leave 
behind them. Beſides, as tis through God's fa- 
vour that you have obtain'd a kingdom, be con- 
ſtant to promote friendſhip among your ſubje&s, 
and let your bounty be ſeen diſplay'd amongſt 
them, to the end they may reap advantage 
thereby, "Theſe words meeting with their de- 
ſerv'd approbation, the king, in a friendly man- 
ner, beſtow' d his praiſes upon each, and then 
drank to all in their reſpective orders, thereby 
to make his converſation with them the more 
delightful and entertaining. | 
The ſeventh day now was come, and a more 
magnificent entertainment was prepared, be- 
cauſe a greater reſort of perſons of diſtinction 
happened now, being the uſual time, the cities 
throughout the kingdom, ſending their repre- 
{entatives to compliment the king. Prolomy, 
upon this, put his queſtions to thoſe who had 
hitherto being unasked. He deſired the firſt to 
acquaint him how he muſt ſecure himſelf from 
the artifice and treachery of other people's 
words. He was anſwered, provided he conſi- 
dered well before-hand the perſon who ſpoke to 
im, what it was that he faid, of whom he 
poke and enquired of others, ſome time before, 
wnat his character or reputation was, and what 
the world thought of him: But to diſtinguiſh 
nicely and accurately in this caſe, and have a 
denlus fit to diſcern the difference of things, 
Vas a favour which none but the ſupreme being 
could beſtow. 
0 aving applauded the words of this man, he 
Poke to the next, what was the reaſon why a- 
undance of people did not embrace virtue. 
"a was anſwered, becauſe all men are naturally 
ontinent, and prone to give into a volup- 
| T4 
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tuous courſe of life; whence comes nothing 
but injuſtice and covetouſneſs. But virtue al- 
ways puts a reſtraint on precipitant deſires, and 
by virtue the aim after pleaſure was debarred: 
Virtue commanding us to devote our minds to 
acts of continency and forbearance, to proſecute 

—_— meaſures : But yet this was the favour 
of God. © | | 

Having given this perſon's anſwer its deſer- 
ved recommendation, the next was ask*d what 
were the things that kings ought to inſiſt moſt 
upon. He was anſwer' d, on the juſt execution 
of the laws; and that ſuch ſubjects as punctu- 
ally obſerved them might ſhare the fame and 
reputation which they deſerved. As you, O 
king, by an exact performance, in this reſpect, 
acquire to yourſelf immortal glory. 

Having commended this perſon's anſwer, the 
next was ask'd who thoſe were that ought to 
be entruſted with poſts and places in the go- 
vernment. He was anſwer'd thoſe who hated 
improbity, and loved juſtice ; thoſe who ſer his 
bright example and conduct before them for 
their imitation, thereby purſuing nothing but 
what was lawful and juſt, which was the beſt 
way to ſecure their honour and glory. Now 
this is peculiarly your character, O king, be- 
cauſe providence hath been pleaſed to veſt you 
with a crown of righteouſneſs. | 

The king, having openly declared his ap- 
probation of this man's words, turned his eyes 
upon the next, and ſaid, what captains ought 
he to choſe to manage his campaigns, He was 
anſwered, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed for their 


bravery and fortitude, and who had much rather 


be of ſervice to mankind, than through any de- 
fire of victory boldly run into danger of their 
own lives. For has God extends his beneficence 
upon all, ſo you, O king, by a fine imitation 

this attribute of his, uſe all about you with 


beneficence. 


This perſon received applauſe for his anſwer 


he made, the next was asked what man he was 
upon whom he ſhould fix his admiration. He 


was anſwered, upon him who had glory, wealth, 
and authority on his ſide; yet, in the mean 
time, to diſcover an equality of temper to all. 
This is more than what ſquares, O king, with 
your character, who, having glory, wealth and 
authority, on your ſide, perform it, yet owing, 
at the ſame time, that you receive all from the 
bounteons hand of God. | | 

The king, having applauded this perſon's an- 
ſwer, put the queſtion to the next, and asked 
what were the affairs that deſerved much time 
to get acquaintance with them. He was anſwer- 
ed, in peruſing the annals of princes, and tran- 
{actions of ambaſſadors, which were publiſhed, 
thereby to learn how to 2 manking by ju- 
ſtice and moderation. For by ſo doing (God 
in the mean time directing your endeavours to 
that end) you have reached a pitch of glory, 
to which others cannot attain. 

This perſon having received commendation, 
the next was asked what method of living was 


principally to be purſued, and how a man's 


waſte time, and leiſure hours, ought to be em- 
ployed. He was anſwered, by ſetting before 
him the doctrine of ſobriety, and ſuch things 
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as require a reſeryed temper, by viewing for his your government, whereby you have acquired, 
imitation, and putting into execution, ſuch by the aſſiſtance of the divine being, an immor- 
things as are admired for their moderation, ho- tal glory: For from hence you have received a 
neſty, and beauty, and by living with in the juſt mind tinctured with holineſs, and free from the 
limits of continency. From theſe information infection of any manner F 
is to be acquired, and even in the moſt trifling When this perſon had done ſpeaking, loud 
things ſomething that is praiſe-worthy, and fit applauſe and acclamation was raiſed; which 
for one's notice, may be obtain'd. Now as for continued a conſiderable time. Now when the 
you, O king, who have experienced the grave- king had put an end to asking his queſtions, he 
neſs ot riper years, who have made a juft uſe of took a goblet full of wine, and, before all the 
life, and been converſant in action and buſineſs, company, drank ; and then addreffing himſelf 
know how to improve every thing to the beſt, to them, ſaid, Gentlemen, your coming hither 
and to accommodate every thing to the ſtandard hath given me the greateſt pleaſure imaginable, 
of perfect virtue, which only the ſupreme and the greateſt good, For what you have told 
being hath beſtowed upon you. 5 me concerning the method of government, hath 
The king, having expreſs'd his approbation been very advantagions, This ſaid, he made a 
of this anſwer, addreſs'd himſelf to the next, preſent to each, of three talents, and gave, ar 
and ask'd what method was to be followed in the ſame time, to each, a boy, who offered it. 
the preparation and performing of entertain- All approved of this conduct, and the enter- 
ments. He was anſwer' d, by joining with you tainment rung with acclamations and rejoicing ; 
thoſe who are ready to be inſtructed, and who the king giving orders, immediately, for the 
may have abilities to give you lectures on the ſame mirth to be purſued. 
tranſactions in your kingdom, and on the lives AL have been ſomewhat more tedious, my Phi- 
and morals of your ſubjects; for you have no- /ocrates, in giving an account of theſe partieu- 
thing that can be more pleaſant and entertain- lars, but I do not queſtion your excuſing me. 
ing than this, For ſuch men as theſe are plea- I cannot ſay but my admiration of theſe ſeveral 
ling to God, who diſcover a genius for learn- perſons was extraordinary, when J found them 
ing and inſtruction, and whoſe minds are adap- return ſuch extempore anſwers to queſtions that 
ted to receive the beſt of things. Even ſo are required à great deal of precious reflection. 
you, O king, ſurrounded by perſons eminent in *Twas not fo much the dexterity of the king 
this way, which makes God bleſs your under- 1n contriving the ſeveral queſtions he wanted 
takings, and bring all your occurrences to a for- to be informed in, that pleaſed my fancy, as 
tunate iſſue, the prodigious and unaccountable eaſe where- 
The king having commended this perſon, the with the ſeveral perſons aptly and wiſely an- 
next was ask' d whether it was more for the in- ſwered him. But it was not to me only that 
tereſt of a nation to chuſe a king out of their this ſurprize was confined; all the reſt of the 
own body, or one who was deſcended of royal company thought them worthy of admirration, 
progenitors. He was anſwer'd, that ſuch a as well as 1; and, I am apt to thing, the phi- 
choice ought to be made as was pleaſing and loſophers moſtly : Neither can I induce myſelf 
grateful to nature. For it ffequently happened, to think, that they who ſhall hereafter happen 
when perſons of royal deſcent were choſen to to read theſe, will ſuppoſe them any way mon- 
ſway a kingdom, that they prov'd tyrannical. ftrous or incredible. Indeed I dare not advance 
And fo in the caſe of chuſing from the body of any thing that is falſe, in things that have been 
the people, when ſuch as had been expoſed to received and remarked already ; and, on the 0- 
ſeveral hardſhips, and poverty, when they ther hand, I think it very unhandſome to lp 
came to a throne, diſcovered themſelves more over any of the particulars that happened on 
intolerable than the worſt of tyrants. But, as this occaſion: But, to ſpeak the truth, I have 
took notice before, thoſe who are fitteſt to given the facts to you juſt as they were per- 
govern a kingdom, who are naturally human formed, in order to clear myſelf of acting by 
and good, and ready to promote the beſt offices a wrong motive. Yet though I have recounted 
of lite; as you, famous king, who do not ſo all as it happened, yet, to do juſtice to ſome 
much excel others by the dignity and riches gentlemen, I muſt confeſs, that I received my 
wherewith you are veſted, as by the equity and information with a great deal of application, 
Juſtice of your government; which God hath from thoſe who are employed by the king, to 
beſtowed upon you for a long time. remark every thing that is either ſaid or done 
This perſon's words meeting with approba- within his palace. For it is the cuſtom, 0 
tion, the next was asked what was the greateſt which I need not inform you, that the day the 
thing in the government of a king. He was king enters upon public buſineſs, every thing 
anſwered, that his ſubjects always lived in is committed to writing, both what is ſpoke, 
peace; that they might never meet with delays and what is tranſacted: Which is a method 
in having juſtice done them: Which things highly approve of; for every thing that bath 
were certainly to bleſs his ſubje&ts, when he, been either ſaid or done, is firſt read over the 
who preſided over affairs, hated the unjuſt, and next day, before any more public buſineſs l 
loved the juſt : For this was the principal way entered upon. So that if any thing be foul 
to preſcrve the life of a man. Even as you, O amiſs, it is forthwith rectified and amended 
king, always have conſidered injuſtice to be the Now as all things are thus accurately comm” 
moſt flagrant crime; by the ftrict juſtice you red to writing ſo, as I ſaid before, I have ſen 


have always maintained in every occurrence of them you, juſt in the manner I read and 10 
| Chap them, 
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make any additions, tranſpoſitions, or curtail'd 
any part thereof; which was a judiclots ſcheme 


them; well knowing how much you deſire to 
be inform'd in things that are profitable and ad- 


vantagious. FT, 
Three days after theſe. ſeveral things were 
performed, Demetrius took the perſons and 


carried them over a bridge into the iſland ; 


there he conducted them into a very beautiful 


houſe, near the ſhore, a- part from any din or 


noiſe, where every thing that was neceſſary 
being provided for them, he deſired them to 
finiſh the tranſlation of their law. Upon this, 
they went inſtantly about it, and endeavoured 
to make their ſeveral copies agree with one a- 
nother; and whereſoever this agreement was ob- 


ſerved, ſo as to deſerve notice, Demetrius con- 


ſtantly wrote it down. In this exerciſe they con- 
tinued every day *cill nine of the clock, when 
they took breakfaſt, having a ſufficient quantity 
of every thing ſet before them; which Dorothenus 
took care, as he was ordered by the king, to 
ſee pertorm'd. Every morning they roſe be- 
times, firſt ſaluted the king, and then withdrew 
to their apartments; where, in going, they 
waſhed themſelves, according to the cuſtom of 
the Fews, in the ſea: And then, having offered 
up a ſhort prayer to God, they went about 
reading and tranſlating the law. 

Some perſons taking notice how they beha- 
ved themſelyes, took an opportunity to ask 
them why they waſhed their hands, and then 
prayed. They anſwered, that they made this 
an argument of their innocency ; ſhewing, they 
were clear from any pollution or wickedneſs : 
Becauſe the hands were the inſtruments we 


gradually performed our actions by. Thus? 


juſtice was the end of all their deſigns. - As I 
have taken notice before, they met together 
every day in the delightful places, where, a- 
part from din and noiſe, they went on with 
the tranſlation. But what was very ſurpri- 
zing, they were juſt ſeventy-two days in per- 
forming the tranſlation, which any body 
2 be ready to ſuppoſe was done on pur- 
poſe. 

When the tranſlation was gone through, De- 
metrius took it, and, before all the Fews, who 
met together in the place where it had been 
performed, and before the interpreters them- 
ſelves, who had done ſo ſignal a piece of ſervice, 
and were received with loud acclamations from 
the reſt of their countrymen ; I ſay, Demetrius 
took the tranſlation before all theſe, and pub- 
ickly read it over to them. Demetrius, alſo, 
thared a great deal of their praiſe, and was 
asked to allow their governors a copy of the 
tranſlation, As ſoon as all the law was read 
over, the prieſts, and interpreters, the gover- 
Nors of the city, and the chiets of the people, 
thus pronounced : Since the tranſlation was ac- 
curately and perfectly performed throughout, 
t was but reaſonable that it ſhould remain in 
the condition in which it was performed, with- 
out any alteration. | | 

his Speech was followed with a loud ac- 
clamation of approbation, by all preſent : 
ereupon, Demetrius commanded them to 
e ſtedfaſt in that opinion, and wiſh curſes on 
im who endeayoured or preſumed either to 


to prevent its being at any time alter'd, and to 
Keep it perfect for length of time. L 
When the king was made acquainted with 
every occutrence, he ſeemed extremely rejoi- 
ced ; ſuppoſing, as he reaſonably might, that 
his famous deſign would be, by this method, 


tranſmitted to fartheſt poſterity. When he 


had heard this law read over to him, he was 
ſtruck with admiration at the ſentiments of 
the law-givers; and ſaid to Demetrius, How 
comes it that ſo fine a work hath not been 
taken notice of by ſome hiflorian, or Poet. 


He anſwered the king, becauſe this law was 


ſacred, and given from heaven; and be- 
cauſe ſeveral who had attempted it had been 
frightned with the divine wrath, which made 
them abſiſt from what they had begun. 
For I have been told, that Theopomprs, being 
deſirous of inſerting in his hiſtory ſome paſ- 
ſages out of this law, which he had but 
poorly tranſlanted ; was ſtruck with a kind 
of phrenzy for a matter of thirty days, and 
more: And having an intermiſſion of his di- 
ſtemper, prayed God to acquaint him for 
what reaſon he was puniſhed ſo: When he 


Was told in a dream, that he had been made 


mad for endeayouring to divulge, of himſelf, 
things divine, and make them known to abun- 
dance of people. And'I am told, that when 
he left off his purſuit, his diſtemper left him, 
at the ſame time. Beſides this, J have been 
acquainted, likewiſe, that when Theodecles, a 
tragic poet, was for putting ſome paſlages 
of this book into one of his plays, he was 
ſtruck blind, till he bethought himſelf that 
he was thus made blind for his preſumption, 
and had appeas'd God with his prayers for ſe- 
veral days together. | | 

When the king had heard this, and, as 
we have before obſerved, received from De- 
metrius the ſacred volume of the law, he 
paid all the veneration that was due thereto, 
and gave a ſtric command to have a par- 
ticular care of it, and religiouſly keep it 
from injury: And deſired the interpreters 
that they would make their viſits oftner to 
him when they were got back into their own 
country; for it was high time they were 
gone: But it they had any inclination to 
ſtay where they were, they might depend 
upon his honour to uſe them as friends, 
and load them with his favours. On their 


departure, he equipped them with every 
thing neceſſary for their journey, and diſtin- 


guiſned himſelf very apparently by the libe- 
ral and generous preſents he made them; gi- 
ving to each three rich garments, two talents 
of gold, a goblet of one talent, and a fine 


ſide-board of plate. 


At the ſame time, he ſent Eleazar a 
preſent of ten tables with filver feet, with 
all their furniture and decorations, and a 
goblet weighing thirty talents; beſides ten 
prieſts garments, purple, and about a hun- 
dred pieces of tine linnen, baſons, and cups, 
and bowls to make libations in, He wrote 

to 


4x; $354 


* 


- * oi 
* = 
1 — A — 
9 = — 


3 * Sn — 
A * — * 1 4 me 
; 4 . a 
4 o - 
PPP 
, 


. r 9 * — — * 
8 n Eee. eee I a EE wg 
, 5 a — * n JW Warn 
4.4 I. TS =_ LOY ; * - . 3 
* * * o * r *" - +a — x 3 ; — 
PI" — 3 Pee y f 5 
K = N 1. jo * <1 
.. ͤͤ8“!̃ ro entre ret ; 
. N — — —— ry _ 1 
ä — 


836 Pail 


to him, likewiſe, and begged he would not 
at any time hinder the Interpeters to make 
returns, provided they were inclined thereto : 
For converſation, in the company of ſo lear- 
ned and good men, would be the moſt 
pleaſing thing in the world to him ; and 
thar he had a thouſand times much rather 
have ſach perſons partake of bounty and li- 
berality, than things of leſs moment to ſhare 
ir | 


according to my promiſe, an account. of this 


'Thus, my Philocrates, have I given you, 


o Embaſſy 


gnal occurrence, with which I am in hopes 
of your being more pleas'd, than with the 
reading of books that contain nothing but 
fables and idle ſtories: For you make grave 
ſabjets the ſtudy of your vacant moments ; 
and, to this end, you devote a great part 
of your time. However, I will take care 
and ſee to get an account of the other par- 
ticulars that deſerve notice, which I will write 
over and ſend to yon; to the end, after you 
ha ve peruſed them, you may reap the fruits of 


what you aim at. 


\ 
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N 


O 


UR deſign is, to treat of the He- 


director of our pen throughout 
this diſſertation. Flavius Joe 
phus, by the teſtimony of the 
| greateſt authors in all ages, is 
diſtinguiſhed in ſuch an eminent degree, that 
there js ſcarce any room for any encomium to 
© given to other hiſtorians. He has greatly 
enriched the 7ewiſh hiſtory. How great is Je- 
rome's commendation of him, in his twenty- 
lecond epiſtle to Euſtochius, Chap. 15. where 
compares him with the beſt writer, in cal- 
ling him the Gecian Livy, This is the hiſto- 
dan, whoſe genius, care, and fidelity, in com- 
Pling his hiſtory, mankind do not leſs admire, 
an that of T. Livy Patavinus; purely to ſee 


Oy far country, and departed almoſt the 
een had ſeen him: which is not atteſt- 
1 Pliny, Book 2. Epiſt. 3. but by the 


fas have the teſtimony of Euſebius, who 
71 his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, Lib. z. 
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rods, and to make truth the ſole 


mom, one Gaditanus took a journey from a 


bs Ferome, Epiſt. 103. Chap. 1. Beſides, 
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DISSERTATION 


F 


CELLARIUS 


AGATNS.T 


HAR DO UIN. 


WHEREIN 


Joſephus's Hiſtory of the HERO DS is defended by un- 
exceptionable Arguments, 


and from ancient Coins. 


cap. 9, that Joſephus is One whoſe fidelity may 
be depended upon. And, to keep company with 
Euſebius, we will place one of the moderns, 
who is reckon'd the prince of them ; I mean 
the great Scaliger, who acquaints us, that our 
author is The moſt diligent after the enquiry of 
truth. 

So that 1f it be the greater commendation to 


receive, by-an unanimous conſent, rhe praiſe 


of perſons who have been praiſed themſelves ; 
it muſt certainly raiſe the greater wonder, in 
proportion, to find ſo famous a man ſuffer in 
his character ſo much, by Mr. Hardonrn, in his 
book of coins, lately printed at Paris, as to 
derogate from his authenticity and authority, 


and eſteem him a trifling, laying, and ſuppolt- 


tious author, from what he finds, as he pre- 
tends, from the inſcriptions of coins, which oc- 
Cur in the hiſtory of the Herods. Now though 
we have an extreme veneration for ancient 
coins, and think them very conducive to cor- 
rect many places in hiſtory and chronology ; 
yet we can't be brought to throw alide, in ho- 
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838 
nour to the coins, which Mr. Hardouin produ- 
ces, the conſent of all antiquity in relation to 
Foſephus, 

The account which Fo/ephus gives us of the 
family of the Herods, hath the general conſent 
of all men of learning to back it, and is briefly 
cited, in our ancient hiſtory, from paſſages 
ment ion'd up and down in Foſephus : For ex- 
ample, that Herod, the ſon of Ant ipater, who 
was deſcended of an illuſtrious family in Idu- 
men, loſt the chief authority which his father, 
by the favour of Julius . veſted him 
with, by the invaſion of Antigonus, che laſt of 
the ore d race, being aſſiſted by the Par- 
thians; but that, in a ſhort time, by the aid 
of Authouy, he received it back again with the 
title of king, and conſequently, governed for 
ſeveral years, very rigidly and tyranically, 
over all Paleſtine, lying between Syria Ara- 
bia, and Egypt; Which indulgence was ow- 
ing to Auguſtus, who confirmed him in the go- 
rerument. That Archelaus, his ſon, after he 
had reigned nine years over Fudea and Sama- 
ria, in the name of ethuarch, was baniſhed in- 
to France, and his territories turned into a Ro- 
man province; which were, from that time, 
governed by Cæſar's procurators. 
other ſons, Herod, Antipas, and Philip, ſwayed 
each over his own tetrarchate, the one over 
Galilee and Pera, the other over Ituræa and 
Trachonitis. And that, one happening to die, 
and the other to remain in baniſhment, Agrippa, 
who was the firſt Herod's nephew by his fon 
Ariſtobulus, whom he put to death, was, by 
the favour of Claudius Cz/ar, veſted in his un- 
cle's kingdom, that emperor removing from it 
the name of province: Bur he, alſo, happening 
to die a few years afterwards, Fudea became 
once more a province; but that Agrippa the 
younger, his ſon, was made king of Chalcidene, 
and afterwards of Abilene, and of Philip's te- 
trarchate. | . > 
Mr. Hardouin contradicts theſe particulars 
in many things, He fays, in the firſt place, 
that Julias Cæſar contributed altogether to 
Herod's aiming at the government. That he 
did not reign over all Paleſtine, but only Fu- 
dæa and Samaria; and that he bore the title 
of king of theſe places. That Archelaus ſuc- 
ceeded his father. That Galilee, with the o- 
ther parts, was under the juriſdiction of Zeno- 

dorus the tetrarch, who was ſucceeded by He- 
rod, while his father was yet living, and by 
Philip his brother, both of them tetrarchs, but 
their territories divided, That this tetrarch 
Herod was he who put to death John the bap- 
%. That he was neither Few, proſelyte, nor 
gentile. That he came afterwards to be made 
a king, That it was he that put James to 
death, and threw Peter into priſon; and that 
he badly diſtiuguiſhed from a tetrarchate under 
the name of Agrippa. That from the death of 
Arc helaus, fudæa, which was once made a pro- 
vince, tor he alſo denies his baniſhment, never 
took the form of a kingdom again, as we ate 
acquainted from Joſephus: And as for the o- 
ther parodoxes about theſe particulars, we will 
take the liberty to examine each by it ſelf. 


by Cæſar, the proconſul, while Cæſar was in 


Beſides, the paſſage, pretended to be cited by 


That his 


- was, either to be joined with king Hyrcanus in 


bl 


A Diſſertation F Cxrlaklus 


This celebrated writer expreſſes himſelf in 
the following manner, beginning from the reign 
of Herod, p. 24. Fudea's being given to He- 
« rod, was, as it ſeems now, for this reaſon,”? 
as we may gueſs from thoſe words of Tully to 
Atticus, Book 6. Epiſt. 1. But heark'y me, 
« Sir! what have you ſqueezed out of Cæſar, 
ce by means of Herod the Great, fifty Athenian 
cc talents?” A pretty ſtory ; not to call it a 
ridiculous one. This letter was wrote in A/a 


Gaul. How, pray, comes he, then, by this 
money of Herod the Idumean © For Ceſar 
ſcarce knew him before the war of Alexandria, 


this gentleman, is perplexed with ſo many va- 
rious readings, that inſtead of. Herodes, ſome 
read Orodes ; ſome, again, for amne vos, ſub- 
ſtitute gennarios. Here's a monſter of a change! 
whence ſome make it genneros, which is the 
name of a city of the Allobroges. How mere 
accurately, and with how much more perſpi- 
cuity, does the hiſtory of Jo/ephns ſet off this 
point. For it informs us, that Antipater, He- 
rod's father, and friend of Hyrcanns the king, 
gave Cz/ar great aſſiſtance in the expedition a- 
gainſt 2 and the reſt of his campaigns, 
Thar the reward he received for theſe helps, 


the government, or take the adminiſtration 
ſolely on himſelf, And that Hyrcanus, who at 
the ſame time was high-prieſt, governed more 
in ſpiritual, than temporal matters. See Jo/e- 
phus of the Wars of the eus, Book 1. c. 18. 
The next thing we are to go about, is to ap- 
point limits to the kingdom of Herod, While 
his father lived, he was governor of Galilec, 
whence he came to be acquainted with Sextus 
Ceſar, the proconſul of Syria ; but his father 
happening to be treacherouſly poiſoned by Ma- 
lichus, the war of Antigonus broke out, being 
carried on by the aſſiſtance of the Parthians; 
wherein Hyrcanus being taken prifoner, and 
carried away, Phaſael, Herod's brother, put 
an end to his life in priſon, while, with ſome 
difficulty, he withdrew into Italy; where the 
ſenate of Rome, by aid of Anthony, declared 
him king: After which, he ſpent ſome time in 
diſputing the kingdom with Antigonus, till, what 
with the aſſiſtance of the Roman arms, and S9 
their general, he was taken, and beheaded 
This procured Herod the whole kingdom, pal 
of which comprehended Galilee and the neigh- 
bouring countries. But the learned and fi- 
mous Hardouin will needs contine the ethi- 
archy and regal power of Herod to Fd 
only. | r | | 
3 whereon he builds his con- 
jectures, are chiefly theſe : The firſt is 19 
Luke i. 5, where he is called only king e 
Fudea. But if Fudea be taken in a nao 
ſenſe, he then did not govern over Sami 
which makes againſt Hardouin But if in ls 
conſtruct ion, then Galilee, Peræa, and Samar 
will be comprehended within it. At laſ, 
objects, that Archelaus only ſucceeded te q 
of theſe, though Matthew ii. 22. ſays my 
reigned in the room of his facher; bie 


againſt HARDOVUIN. 
plainly ſignifies that he had an entire inheri- 


tance left him by his father. The truth is, it 
means that which this famous gentleman would 
have it, provided no will come in between, 
or no' diſpoſition of a ſuperior maſter who was 
Auguſtus ; which aſſigned only two parts, out 
of four, of the kingdom, to the eldeſt ſon; 
the reſt to his brothers, Antipas and Philip. 
Beſides, he ſuppoſes the dimenſions of his do- 
minions ſuffer'd, as to their extenſion, in that 


he did not erect cities in Galilee, as monuments. 


of his loyalty and veneration to the Romans, 
as he had done Cæſarea and Sebaſte. Now, in- 
deed, he neither built any in Idumæa, nor 
Judæa, if we ſpeak juſtly; for it appears from 
Acts xii. 19. that Cz/area was not within the li- 
mits of udæa. Tis ſufficient, that he erected 


cities in ſome places of the kingdom; for to 


do ſo in all was quite needleſs and unneceſ- 
fary. ; 
Again; he urges this as a very material 
point, namely, that Galilee, in the days of He- 
rod, belonged to the tetrarchate of Zenodorus, 
which his ſons received, either by affinity, or 
ſome other title, without having it devolve up- 
on them by inheritance. His confidence in this 
particular is grounded upon ſome coin or other, 


with the face of Octavianus upon it, and upon 
the reverſe that of Zenodorus without a diadem, 


with this inſcript ion: 
ZENODORUS TETRA RK A... GE... 
And upon the other, 


Z ENO DORO TETRAR CHOU. 


All the other letters being ſo much defaced as 


not to be read. On the former the Grecian 


year is thus expreſs'd, L. BH, which amounts 
to five hundred eighty-two. But what is all 
this to diminiſh the boundaries of Herod's do- 
minions ? Foſephas, in the fifteenth book of his 
| Jew Antiquities, chap. 9. gives Zenodorus 
Ga/ifee, with the adjoining countries, and judi- 
ciouſly diſtinguiſhes them from Galilee, which 
Auguſtus confer'd on Herod after his death; a 
circumſtance which Dio Caſſius confirms in his 
54th book, and 526th, was given to Herod by 
Auguſtus in the 73 4th year from the building 
of Rome. This was the tetrarchate which Phi- 
lip afterwards obtained by virtue of his father's 
will, comprehending within it Pauæas, which 
Joſephus annexes thereto, though every part of 
it is out of Galilee, But p. 30. this gentleman 
ſays, I am induced to believe that the tetrar- 
chate of Galilee belonged to Zenodorus, But 


becauſe Mr. Hardouin aſſerts nothing but what 


is the reſult of his imagination, which can be 
called no other than conjeQure, we, on the 
contrary, do alledge, on better authority, 
namely, the kingdom of the Aſſennomeans, to 
which Herod ſucceeded, that Galilee was en- 
tirely out of the dominions of Zenodorus. And 
48 to what he ſays of the face upon the coin, 
a thing unaccuſtomed on Jewiſh money, we re- 
Wrtit upon its author; becauſe none but Fews 
inhabited Galilee, as. is clear from the evange- 
ſts: So that coins with the face of Zenodorus 
upon them cannot belong to one who exerciſed 
dominion over Galilee. We have one parti- 
cular to mention of Herod, which we cannot 
Pals by, before we proceed to any thing fur- 


| baniſhed to Vienna in Gaul. 


839 
ther; which is, that Herod, before his father 
died, was made tetrarch, before the Parthian 
war broke out, by means of Anthony. This is 
affirm'd by Foſephas, book 4. chap. 3. As 
ſoon as Hyrcanus was taken, and his brother 
Phaſael was dead, he took upon him the name 
of ethuarch, which the judicious and learned 


_ Ezekiel Spanheim- (eſpecially in this branch of 


literature) acquaints us with in his treatiſe De- 
Præſt. & uſ. muniſm. p. 444. from the inſcrip- 
tion of a coin which he produces; whom he 
judiciouſly takes to be the firſt Herod, before 
ſuch time as he obtained the title of king from 
the hands of the Romans. | 

We will now make ſome enquiry concerning 
Archelaus, whom Joſephus, in his 17th book of 
Antiquities,chap.13.tells us Auguſtus was made 
ethuarch, but no king; and that before this 
emperor confirmed him in the poſſeſſion of 
what he had given him, he. relinguiſh'd the 
name of king, which ſolely depended on Cz- 
ſar's authority to give. Hardouin, on the con- 
trary, will have him to be both a king and a 
father; becauſe Matthew ſays, chap. ii. ver. 22. 
that he reigned; and aſſerts, likewiſe, that he 
ſucceeded his father. Pray what man is a 
ſtranger, or does not know that in ſcripture 
petty princes are frequently ſtiled by the name 
of kings? As in the caſe of Herod, who, in one 
and the ſame hiſtory, is, by Matthew, in the 
beginning of his fourteenth chapter, and by 
Lake, in his ninth chapter, and ſeventh verſe, 
called tetrarch, and that very juſtly, according 
to the genius and decree of the Romans ; tho 
Mark, in his ſixth chapter, and fourteenth verſe, 
ſtiles him king, according to the common form 
of ſpeech. We grant, indeed, that Archelaus 
ſucceeded his father, but only 1n that part, 
which was reſtrain'd to Fudeza; it was not in 
the whole kingdom, neither had he any regal 
title conferred upon him, becauſe it was not 
hereditary, but grantable upon the gift and li- 
berality of the Romans. 

But the difference between the years Arc he- 
laus reigned, and the time he was baniſh'd, is 
not ſmall: We are inform'd, from Fo/ephas, 
towards the end of his ſeventeenth book, that 
in the tenth year of his government, that is, 
after he had reigned full nine years, he was ac- 
cuſed by his brothers, and condemned to be 
Dio Caſſius agrees 
in the ſame thing, who ſays, that Herod of Pa- 


leſtine was accuſed by his brothers, and baniſn- 


ed beyond the Alps. From the account which 
Foſephus gives us of this affair, it could not 
happen more than eleven years before the birth 
of Chrift ; which Mr. Hardouin looks upon as a 


repugnance to the new teſtament, in which our 


Lord Chri/# ſays, that before he was twelve 
years of age he went up every year to the tem- 
ple, which ſeems to make us underſtand that 
he did fo before he was eight years of age, be- 
cauſe tis rational to ſuppoſe that he went thi- 
ther four years before; becauſe he retuſed that 
journey ſo long as Arche/aus was alive. But 
this will be difficult in proving from the con- 
text of Luke 11. where the phraſe, accordin 
to cuſtom, is not to be referred to the boy 
Chriſ, but rather to his parents, or the feaſts 
þ and 
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and their rites, unleſs from the words ver. 44 
ſuppoſing him to be in the way, which ſeveral 
* commentators do, whoſe opinion we willingly 
embrace. But we cannot admit that thoſe 
words will ſufficiently prove Chriſt's avoiding 
Archelaus, or that he refuſed viſiting the tem- 
ple, while he lived. When his parents retur- 
ned with him out of A#pypr, it was not ſo much 
Archelaus, Herod's ſon, whom they avoided,as 
the tear they had of being betrayed in theplace 
where they had taken up their quarters. 
As to the years, we are not fo ſcrupulons, 
as to the numbers, which being wrote with 
marks, a miſtake might eaſily be committed. 
There are no genuine coins of Archelaus now 
extant, which he cut himſelf, that are able to 
terminate this controverſy ; only ſo much ap- 
' pears from the coin in Mr. Hardouin's hands, 
namely, that Archelaus was removed before 
the thirty-ninth year of 4/a regain'd, or of the 
battle at AFium. This coin hath a branch re- 
preſenting fertility, and a palm, which was 
eſteemed the glory of the Fews, and having 
the mark of the year; from whence 'tis con- 
jectur'd that it was ſtruck in Judea, when a 
province, but not in a kingdom, or an ethuar- 
chate. Beſides, in what year Archelans was 
oblig*d to abdicate his government, and at 
what time the ceſſation began, is controverted 
with greater warmth than the other particulars. 
Foſephns affirms, that he was baniſhed, and 
Hardouin, that he died without iſſue male. 
As to the conſent between Joſephus and Dio 
Caſſius, in relation to what we have taken no- 
tice of above, who call him Herod by a com- 


mon name, when others name Archelaus, as is 


cuſtomarily done, both in Antipas and Agrippa; 
I ſay, with reſpect to this, we are the more in- 
clined to embrace this opinion, as the Fews 
themſelves do not refuſe to admit it. Ben Go- 
rion, towards the latter end of his 61ſt chapter, 
ſays, Poſt quintam diem (a ſomino Archelai) 
adſcendit contra Archelaum exercitus Romano= 
rum, cujus duxillum catenis conſtruxit, nuſitque 
Romam, ubi mortuus eſt. The Roman army 
marched againſt Archelaus five years after he 
had had his dream, the captain whereof took 
and put him in chaias, 'and ſent him to Rome, 
where he died. This author agrees in the de- 
portation, but miſtakes the manner and place. 
But no ſmall controverſy is raiſed, as we 
have took notice above, about Herod the te- 
trarch, and king Agrippa, whom Foſephus diſ- 
tinguiſhes as the ſon of that Herod, and calls 


him Antipas, who put the baptiſt to death; 


making the ſame tetrarch of Galilee, though 
not a king, and banithed into Gaul by Caius 
Cz/ar: But the other he names Herod Agrippa, 
nephew of Herod the Great by Ariſtobulus, whom 
he had before put to death. This Agrippa 
was veſted by Caius Cz/ar in the tetrarchates 
of Philip and Ly/anias, and honoured with the 
name of king; afterwards Claudius gave him 
Antipas's tetrarchate, with thoſe of F4dza and 
Samaria, whereby his dominions were conſide- 
rably augmented: But his reign prov'd of 
ſhort continuance, he unhappily loſing his life 
in the third year of Claudius. But, with Mr. 
Hardouin, Herod the tetrarch is one and the 


A Diſſertation of CELLARkIUS 


rian's word is not to be taken, we have the 


nal, at that time proſelytes, but Fews, having 


| 2 of falſhood from a coin and the number 
0 


ſame perſon for a long interval of time; at 
length he makes Him a king, and conſequently 
the ſame perſon who put the baptiſt, and James, 
the brother of Fohn, to death. Which opi- 
nion it is our time now to enquire into. * 

This gentleman, in his 54th page immedi. 
ately following, will needs, in the firſt place, 
have Herod the tetrarch to be neither a Few, 
nor a proſelyte, nor a Gentile, But he who 
had a Yo to his father, and derived his birth 
from that nation, which had for ninety years 
before been accounted proſelytes by the Jets, 
and who governed the nation of the Jes, as 
the Galileans were, and went up annually to 
Jeruſalem to perform the cuſtomary feaſts 
there, and was a willing hearer of the doctrine 
of John the baptiſt; I ſay, in all theſe caſes 
conſidered, ſhall we pretend to ſay that Herod 
was not brought up in the rites of the Fews 2. 
King Herod was his father, who was an obſer— 
ver of the Judaiſm, which is not only confir- 
med by Fo/ephns, but by that jeſt of Auguſtus 
found in Macrobins's Saturnalia, book 2. chap. 
4. *Tis much better to be Herod's hog, than his 
ſon. The holy ſcriptures, indeed, ſay nothing 
of this tetrarch's being king Herod's ſon, which 
Foſephus poſlitively affirms ; but if this hiſto- 


words of an ancient inſcription, publiſhed by 
James Sponius Miſcel. Erud. Antiq. f. 338. to 
evince it. Neither, indeed, were the Idumæ- 
ans, from whom king Herod derived his origi- 


been receiv'd into the pale of 7audai/m a great 
many years before; ſo that Scaliger, in his re- 
marks upon Euſebius, p. 165. proves Herod the 
Great to be a nephew of a profelyte. Now 
all this is ſufficient to convince a reaſonable 
man. But this gentleman lays a ſtreſs upon 
John xii. 20. and as to what he advances about 
his illegal marriage, with his brother's wile, 
which John the baptiſt ſpoke againſt, from 
which he draws another argument againſt his 
being a Few, appears in another light to us, 
and not worthy to have a great many words 
beſtow'd in anſwering it. 

In the next place he pretends to accuſe J- 


years of his tetrarchate. From which it 
ſeems to appear, that Herod was in the 43d 
year of his tetrarchate under Caius Caligula. 
But even this account is not repugnant te the 
hiſtory which Fo/ephus gives us of it; who in- 
forms us, that he was baniſhed under no other 
emperor than Caius, and that in the laſt year 
of his reign, See his Antiquities of the Fews, 
book 18. chap. 9. And the celebrated Mo.- 
Jus, ſo famous for his chronology, diſpoſes the 
account in ſuch a manner, that he makes the 
forty=third year of his tetrarchate exactly tally 
with the lat year of Caligula. But if the num- 
ber of years of his tetrarchate diſagree with 
the vulgar computation, it will not be incon- 
venient to ſay that Antipas was made tettatch 
of Galilee in the life-time of his father, or 4 
few years before he died; in the ſame manuel 
as his father Herod himſelf was made governor 
of the ſame Galilee, in the life-time of his la- 


ther Antipater. This is enough to 9 
calcue 


againſt Harpovin: 


calculation, provided no other account inter- 


vene that which is now received concerning this 
tetrarchate. 


Moreover, this gentleman ſuppoſes, that te- 


trarch and king are ſynonymous terms, from 
the common name of Herod, ſince the ſcripture 
ſays nothing neither of Antipas, nor of Herod 
the Great. But this makes nothing. Though 
the ſcripture makes no uſe of the difference of 
their names, which Joſephus lays open; yet it 
has other clear characters that prove this dif- 
ference : For 1n the beginning of two chapters 
in Alis, viz, xii. and xili. one Herod is called 
king, and the other tetrarch, which certainly 
are different honours; and marks of diſtinction. 
And, pray, how often do other authors men- 
tion the Anriochus's and Ptolemy*'s, without 
giving us any firname to let us ſee the diſtinc- 
tion and difference of their names? Juſtin 
Martyr, in his dialogue againſt 27 pho, p. 330. 
calls Herod, the ſon of Herod, uuder whom 
Chrift was born, a king; but in calling him the 
king of the Jews, and his father's /uCceſſor, he 
ſufficiently betrays his ignorance of hiſtory. 
Our learned gentleman invites us now to a- 
nother coin, p. 48. on which is this inſcription: 
King Herod, a lover of Claudius, and to Clau- 
dias Cæſar Auguſtus, year 111. But what 1s 
there to compel us ro underſtand this of Herod, 
the ſon of Hercd, or what is there to hinder us 
from interpretivg this of Agrippa the Great, 
after the example of Mr. pauhcim, of whom 
we take the liberty again to make honourable 
mention here? According to Foſephus, in the 
latter part of his niveteenth book, he lived 
three years in the kingdom which Claudius 
gave him, and to return his thanks for ſo extra- 
ordinary a favour, he would needs be deem'd 
Philoclaudius, a lover of Claudius, and would 
build ſome cities in honour of his name, which 
he did; namely, Gaba and Tiberias, calling 
them Claudii All which is confirm'd by the 
above- cited Henry WVoriſius, in his notes upon 
the Hro- Macedonian Epoc ha, p. 349, and 463. 
But on this account we think proper to add a 
coin of Luke Holſteiniuss, once the honour of 
the Germans amongſt the Italians. The in- 
ſcription is, King Herod ; and, upon the reverſe, 
Claudia Cæſared. 
This is that Herod to whom Joſephus gives 
the name of the Greater Agrippa, of whom 
mention is made in the twelfth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. But if our learned gen- 
tleman will, after his uſual way, diſpiſe the 
teſtimony of this hiſtorian, yet he cannot, I 
think, reje& the account of fo ancient a perſon 
as Hrus, who, to remove all ſcruples, hath 
not only performed the office of an interpre- 
ter, but, alſo, that of a paraphraſt; tranſlating 
that obſcure place, chap. xii. ver. 1. with the 
preateſt perſpicuity imaginable ; King Herod, 
who was firnamed Agrippa. What can be more 
erldent than this, eſpecially in a circumſtance 
or luch antiquity, that we cannot have a better 
and clearer proof? Beſides, all books agree in 


this 


3, neither can we find any various reading, 
Which ma 


novelty or interpolation hath been made. 
73. 


ten of this opinion. 
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Since, then, this learned gentleman is un- 
able to overthrow, by his coins, the received 
opinion of Foſephus concerning the Herods, we 
mult, of conſequence; take the xiith of V to 
polut out Herod Agrippa, the fon of Arifobulus, 
upon whom Claudius Ceſar beſtowed the king- 
dom of his grandfather ; who, after this, for 
ſpeaking diſhonourably of Tiberius, was put in 
chains, and fer at liberty after his death by 
Caius, and conſtituted king over the tetrar- 
chates of Philip and L1/anias ; and three years 
after received from the hands of the ſame em- 
peror the tetrarchate of Herod. After this, 
Claudius annexed to his dominions Samaria and 
my ; ſo that by theſe ſeveral means his 

ingdom comprehended all Paleſtine, or the 
land of [/rae], which he had but three years; 
which was until he died. This is witneſs'd by 
Foſephus, and by St. Lake, though in terms 
ſome what more obſcure. See the Fewiſh An- 
tiqulities, book xix. and Dio Caſſius, book lix. 
p- 645. and book 1x. p. 610. 1255 

Our learned gentleman, next, produces a 
very ſtrong oat. from Zuftas of Tiberias, a 
Galilean, between whom, and Fo/ephus, a very 
hor enmity ſubſiſted ; yet this is no let to our 
adverſary, who agrees with him in the diſt ine- 
tion he makes of the Herods. Photias,. in his 
Bibliotheque, cod. 3 3. hath cited thus much out 
of his chronicle : © That Agrippa the younger 
“was the laſt of the tamily of the Herods who 

ſwayed the ſcepter : '| hat the beginning of 
his reign commenced under Claudius, and 
© that he departed this lite in the days of Tra- 
* jan,” Now this account tallies well with 
what Joſephus ſays of it, namely, 1. Herod 
the Crreat, 2. Archelaus, 3. Philip, 4. Antipas, 
5. Agrippa the elder, 6. Herod Chalcidius, 7. 
Agrippa the younger. 

Mr. Hardouin denies that the Herod men- 
tioned in the As of the Apoſtles, ruled over 
Judæa, or that it was poſſible for his kingdom 
to be again converted into a Roman province. 
But, pray, how many examples have we in 
Alia, where Cilica, Pontus, Syria, and Coma= 
gena, have loſt the name of provinces, and 
been to that of kingdoms? The maps inſerted 
in our antient hiſtory put all this beyond ſcru- 
ple; but poſlibly the perſon might be a ſtran- 
ger to Feruſalem, as the tetrarch Herod was, 
into whoſe cuſtody Pi/ate put our Saviour in 
chains: And the Cz/ar's procurator, poſſibly, 
likewiſe, ſent the apoſtles, as being Galileans, 
to the prince of that country, not for cauſe of 
government, but, chiefly, on account of the 
Fewiſh religion. Hardouin, p. 55. is very of= 
But theſe are not ſuffi- 
cient to give us a juſt ſenſe of what Luke ſays. 
It he was only a ſtranger, how comes he to 
have authority to puniſh the ſoldiers of the- 
Roman governor, for neglect of duty? For in 
the 19th verſe of the ſame chapter he orders 
him to be led to puniſhment, and beheaded ; 
which the Latins expreſs by the ſimple word 
Duci. Pliny, in his epiſtle to Trajan, con- 
cerning the Chriftians, ſays, perſeverantes duct 


cc 
cc 
cc 


y induce us to think that either any jufi ; My orders were, that thoſe who ſtood out 
ſhould be puniſhed, See our remarks upon that 


10 D author. 
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842 I Diſſertation of CELLARLUs 


author. The Hriac, again, interprets this 


place very clearly, he condemned thoſe guards, 


and commanded them to be put ro death. I 
add, likewiſe, that if he was only a ſtranger, 
what made him leave Feru/alem to go to Cæ- 
ſarea, and take up his reſidence there > While 

ndæa remain'd in the form of a province the 
prince of Ga/lee did not reſide at Cæſarea, but 
only the Roman governor ; as is evident from 
the hiſtory of Felix and Feſtus. 

The coin, on which Hardourn lays ſo much 
ſtreſs, and which is thus inſcrib'd, The great 


king Agrippa, friend of Claudius; makes prin- 


cipally for the opinion of Foſephus. It he was 
named The great king, as he certainly was, and 
which is evinc'd from the inſcription ot the coin, 
it ought certainly to follow, chat his poſſeſſions 
ſhould comprehend more than the two tertrar- 
chates of Galilet and Philip, which our learned 
gentleman allows him; for dominions ſo {mall 
do not deſerve the name of king, much leſs of 
the dignity of a great king. Bur Fo/ephns aſ- 
figns him a kingdom ot much larger extent, 
which was that of his grandfather's, compte- 
hending all Paleſtine. 

We have obſerved above, what religion He- 
rod the tetrarch profeſs'd, different to which 
we find king Herod's mentioned in Ads xi. 
which we have endeavoured to prove. Now it 
will be worth our pains to make ſome enquiry 
into the tetrarch's faith. Mr. Hardouin, who 
makes a tetrarch and a king ſynonymous terms, 


denies, in the ſame paſſage, that he who put 


Nee to death was a Jew. And in p. 55. he 
lays, that he was neither proſelyte nor Few; 


which he builds upon the teſtimony of Luke, 


who ſeems to aver, rhat it was not religion 
which was the cauſe of his banifhmenr, but be- 
cauſe, to gain favour with the Jews, he pro- 
claimed war againſt the Chriſtians. Pray are 
not thoſe eus who endeavour to pleaſe Fews 
So neither were they Romans, who, after the 
had run through their fortunes, were called po- 
pulares, to gain his and the people's favour : 
Neither were they Roman emperors, who, for 
the very ſame reaſon, ar Eutropius ſays, beha- 
ved civilly in their reſpective governments. 
Herod, king of Chalcis, was brother of this 
Agrippa, according to Foſephus, 1. 11. of the 
Fewiſh War, p. 1071. Peter Seguinus hath pub- 
liſhed his coin, thus engraven; To Claudius 
Cæ iar Auguſtus, year 5, and upon the reverſe 
appears an antient head, ſurrounded with a royal 
foliage, with this inſcription, King Herod, 4a 
Jover of Claudius. Hardouin, on the other hand, 
-afſerts thus, p. 58. Ouid ſ non tantum nullus 
Herodes Chulcidus, ſed neque regnum Chalcis 
ullum ſuit. What if there was not only no 
Herod of Chalcis, but likewiſe no kingdom of 
Chalcis? This gentleman's prejudice makes 
him throw his conjectures at this eaſy rate, in- 
ſiſting that every _ cited out of Foſephus 
muſt be groundleſs. This hiſtorian, lib. 19. p. 
273. ſays, that Herod, Agrippa's brother, was 
Dynaſt of Chalcis; and lib. 11. of the Few; 
War, chap. 11. adds, that he reigned in Chalcis. 
Nay, he has the title of king given him by 
Claudius, in a letter inſerted in the ſame hiſto- 
rian, lib. 20. c. 1. The ſtreſs of the queſtion 


„ rity was cut ſhort, when Claudius inveſted 


depends upon this, whether Herod Agrippa was 
living in the fifth year of Claudius, which is 
no way likely, it being againſt Euſebius's ac- 
count, who tells us, in his chronicle, that he 
died in the fourth year of his reign ; a cir- 
cumſtance cited and approved of by Scaliger in 
his remarks, p. 189. What's this? What Dio 
Caſſius? A very diſintereſted author, lib. lx. 
pag. 670. ſays, too, of Claudius Cæſar, & that 
«© he gave a certain principality to his brother“ 
(the elder Agrippa). Now Fo/ephas, book 
xix. Chap. 5. expreſly mentions him by name, 
and proves him to be no other than he of CHal- 
cis. So that here ſeems not ſufficient reaſon to 
relinquiſh either the authority of the Fewifh 
hiſtorian, or Euſebius, ſince we are already ac- 
quainted with the good harmony between them 
and Dio. | 

We have, in the thirtierh chapter of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, mention of Agrippa the ſon, 
with his ſiſter Berenice. This prince was about 
ſeventeen years of age, and lived at Rome un- 
der C/audins, when news was brought him of 
his father's death: And in him Claudius would 
have veſted the ſucceſſion, had he not been ad- 
viſed by his friends to the contrary, who re- 
monſtrated the danger in conſtituting a boy king 
over a limited kingdom, ſuch as 7udea was. 
In conſequence of which, Cu/pirs Fadius was 
ſent into Fudea, who reduced that country a- 
gain into the form of a province, and appoint- 
ed officers and governors to reſide therein. See 
Foſephus, towards the concluſion of his twen- 
tieth book. However, our adverſary puts the 
negative upon us here, and avers, that Fudea 
was not again reduced to the form of a pro- 
vince, and remained in one conſtant ſituation 
from the time Auguſtus Cz/ar made the firſt 
change therein. We have given our anſwer to 
this particular in the 19th ſection above, and 
have ſhewn by the examples of the countries 
in Alia, which of the Roman provinces were 
converted into kingdoms, and which, on the 
other hand, were reduced to provinces. We 
will venture to ſub join to this account the teſti- 
mony of Tacitus out of his fifth book, chap. 9. 
of his hiſtory. Claudins defunctus regibus, aut 
ad modicum redutis, udæam provinciam equi- 
libus Romanis aut libertis permiſit. e Alter 
ce the death of the kings, or when their autho- 


ce the Roman knights or his freedmen in the 
e government of the province of Fudea.” 
Neither did Agrippa, the ſon of Agrippa, 
want a kingdom, though he came not to that 
honour the inſtant his father died. Fo/eph K- 
liger upon Euſebius, acquaints us, Non ffatin 
ab obitu patris regnum illi traditum, ſed nemine 
Ceſaris tamain adminifiratum, quoad rex tulelæ 
ſuæ fieret. © He did not obtain the kingdom 
% immediately from his father's deceaſe, but 
«« goyern'd it for the time in the name of Ce- 
ce /ar; by that means defending himſelf in the 
« title of king.” The ſame learned perſon, 4 
little after, upon theſe words of Tacitus, 4" 
xii, and xxiii. Ituræi & Judæi, defunttis regilli 
Solemo atque Agrippa, provinciæ Hriæ 490: 
* After the demiſe of the kings, Soαm a 
*« Agrippa, Iturea and Fudæa were anner die 


— 


- 


againſt Harxvovin, 


© the province of Syria,” ſays thus, Intelli- 
gendum Ituræos Syrie perpetuo additos ftiſſe - 
Judeos autem, quoad Agrippa junior ad tutelam 
ſuam perveniret, Sed quinquennio poſt obitum 
Aprippe ſenioris hoc centigiſſe quis credat, niſi 
gui in ratione temporum, & hiſtoria externa, 
Corn. Tacitum non ſemel neque leviter peccaſſe 
meminerit © & We are to know, that [turea 
« was always a part of Syria; and the country 
« of Fudea, likewiſe, ſo far as it conduced 
c to the intereſt and preſervation of Agrippa 
ce the younger. But who can believe that 
« {ach a circumſtance ſhould befal him five 
« years after the death of the elder Agrippa, 
« without remembering, at the ſame time, that 
« Cornelins Tacitus hath more than once com- 
© mitted a groſs blunder in chronology, and 
« foreign hiſtory? ** For my part, I could wiſh 
that ſo celebrated a writer had delivered his ſen- 
timents in another manner: For Tacitus and 
Fo/ephns preſerve an harmony together. It ap- 
pears, from the latter hiſtorian, and from Eu- 
ſebius, that Agrippa died in the fourth year of 
the reign of Claudius, as hath been intimated 
already. The younger Agrippa, a youth of 
ſeventeen years of age, did not ſucceed his fa- 
ther, whoſe kingdom was either reduced to the 
form of a province, or added to that of Syria. 
*Tis certain, that the emperor C/aud:ys, in the 
beginning of the ninth year of his reign, C. 
Pompey, and O. Verannius being conſuls, in- 
veſted Agrippa, the ſon of Agrippa, in the 
kingdom of Chalcis, there being then no hopes 
of his uncle Herod's ſurviving any time longer: 
But four years after, that is, in the twelfth 
year of his reign, when Cha/cis was taken a- 
way, he deprived Philip and Ly/anias of their 
tetrarchates, which comprehended 7rachonitis, 
Battanea, and A-ilena, when all the while 7u- 
dea, Samaria, and Galilee, and the other parts 
of that juriſuiction, were governed by a Roman 
governor, till the final deſtruction of Feraſa- 
lem. See Foſephns, lib. xx. chap. 5, GC. A- 
grippa kept poſſeſſion of his kingdom a conſi- 
derable time, from the ninth year of Claudius 
to the third year of Trajan; for Photius the 
patriarch, in the thirty-third book of his Bi- 
liotheque, ſpeaks thus upon the words above, 
as he has extracted his thoughts out of 7% 
Tiberius, an hiſtory, cotemporary with Foſe- 
HIS. Fuftas begins his hiſtory from Moes, 
* and ends it in the death of Agrippa, the ſe- 
* venth of the family of Herod, and the laſt 
* amongſt the Fewiſp kings, who was put in 
poſſeſſion of a kingdom under Claudius, 
* which was augmented by Nero, and conſide- 
** rably more increaſed by Veſpaſian. But he 
died in the third year of Trajan.“ We have 
ſeveral coins remaining of this king, ſtruck 


with the images of Ve/pa/tan, Titus, and Domi- management of the ſolemn things, and of the 


Han; a ſight of which we have been favoured 
with from our chief patron Ezechiel Spanheim, 
m his treatiſe De preſt. & uſa Muniſm. p. $64. 
and that with the face of Veſpaſian has inſcrib'd 
round it, In the twenty-ninth year of Agrippa. 
monk is a ſufficient argument of his long 
Thus much of the Herods, and of their or- 
er and ſucceſſion. We will now proceed to 


appears from | 
which power afterwards devolved upon Agrippa 
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defend the reſt of ſuch particulars as Mr. Har- 
douin urges againſt Fo/ephus, whoſe veracit 

that the ſaid gentleman may invalidate, objects 
againſt him, 1n the firſt place, that the name of 
Antipas, which we entirely owe to Jo/eþhus, is 
no where to be met with amongſt coins. Now 
ſuppoſing this was true, the name of Archelaus 
would alſo labour under ſuſpicion ; becauſe, as 
Mr. Hardouin himſelf confeſſes, this name is 
not to be trac'd with amongſt coins; and in 
Caſſius *tis found under the name of Herod. Ben 
Gorion, 1n the beginning of his 63d chapter ac- 


quaints us what ſort of a name Antipas is, he 


calling it Antipatrus, by a Greek appellation, 
whence it made Antipas; as from Harpocrates 
comes Harpocras, mentioned by Pliny, lib. x. 
ep. 1. But our adverſary goes on to object 
fal ſhoods againſt the Few:ſh hiſtorian, in aſſert- 
ing that Herod Antipas was baniſhed now into 
Gaul, and now into Spain. Be it ſo; this ma 

be eaſily accounted for, ſince ' tis poſſible that 
he might firſt be baniſhed into Gaul, and aftet- 
wards, to aggravate his puniſhment, ſent as far 
as $pain ; being the greater diſtance, a conſide- 


rable deal, from his native country. And that 


he was ſent into Spain, not only Ben Gorion, 


chap. 63. but, alſo, Rabbi Ganz, p. 36. confirm, 


by their teſtimonies ; naming the place of his 
baniſhment — which the Jews call Spain. 
Bur, further, to convince Joſephus of falſhood, 


he alledges this in favour thereof; namely, that 


he falſifies himſelf in ſaying that Agrippa, when 


he was at Rome, aſſiſted Claudius in obtainin 


the empire, when *tis no way poſſible to ſup- 
pole that a petty king over a barbarous coun- 
try ſhould be the director of ſo auguſt a body 
of perſons as the Romans ſenate conſiſted of. 
But we are not at a loſs to find one who will 
aſſiſt us in this pretended difficulty; tor Dio 
Caſſius, lib. x. pag. 670. ſpeaking of Claudius, 
lays, He made conſiderable additions to the king- 
dom of Agrippa of Paleſtine, who had. been of 


ſervice to-him in obtaining the empire. 


But our famous adverſary attacks oſephus 
another way, objecting againſt him the new 
ſtructure of the temple of Jeruſalem, which 


our Few, lib. xv. cap. 11. attributes to Hero, 
as a forged exaggeration of his magnificence. 


But this is falſe; for we have too fair a proof 
from the 11th chapter and 2oth verſe of the di- 
vine penman Sr. 70%n, that the new building 
of the temple was no forgery: For the forty- 
ſix years of the building cannot refer to the 
temple of Zorobabel, which was finiſhed in four 
years, according to EAras vi. 15. nor, indeed, 
when Fudæa was in the form of a province, 
did the temple ceaſe to be renew'd; and yet 


neither was this done by the favour of the Ro- 


man governor : For the Cæſars entruſted the 


temple, to the care and management of ſome 
Fewiſh chief; as for example, after Agrippa the 
elder was removed, Claudius committed this 
affair to Herod his brother, king of Chalcis, as 
Foſephus, lib. xx. Cap. 1. and 3. 


the younger, and remained with him until the 
deſtruction of the temple and city. Conſult 
his ſeventh chapter, bur principally the eighth, 
T7 fol. 


88 CAE „ "+: NT I « S. 
nth ts = I wo oe RR . 


— 
** l * * W. 0 
3 Sen SES 1 2 — 
SR K ee — 
ET r nn ts . 3 * ay ot oy 
8 5 — 8 


* * „ 7, — 
n nn 


. 


ho” 
— 
— 


I 


. 7 * Fore — 8 8 3 . 2 
— F I ES fan ah 


r » 
»48 

F WT 
1 

U 


y 
The 
F 
As 
mi 
N 1 + 


A . 
rc V 
_ 2 


> c 7 — ry - p b ; 7 * 
— — < . — 1 — Y 4 2 — 2 gu ks Bo - 1 — — 
P . - * LE ED — — — 4 : 
—— = \ c ww” 0 n — - K k _ 
> 22 . WO 5 o — 8 — — a — 2 — 2 4 1 * * 2 ” 1 8 = 
2 ww 2 — ſo == = : 2 E — "= ORE 5 e > - _— ich - 21 — — mL 3 by ts — — 
3 wk A — — — — rod. > Oy . * 2 — — $4 . — bo * . R 5 2 — a * - YL * = — D — 3 - —— 8 8 * Y — — 8 3 = I _ 
n 4 222 ͤ AE * = er Rr — ag? r r on, rs — r — * g — SET 15 1 3 5 — * 2 
3 8 — K WES IP; . rr ">: .. ĩðͤ Son = h= Io 1 IE 8 OF ig - : r —— — 7 * —— 
7 KS 2 LE —̃ — PP K rp — 2 ou nant Og IE — abt - — F * 3 2 222 — — * * n 7 — meme 
I A . - > - = = a — 8 "mc . nt * FRI. - n — rye ” _— E —— D—ͤ— 3 8 — — 8 * S = SC + 4 L. — — ** A - 1 1 _—_ 
* 2 * 3. „ 4 8 << v9 7 r — 8 - — - _— 7 — - + 1 * Sn — — ers — — — Li x _ 2 2 — _—_ * 2 "T7 * — — x — "I \ l 
Fe ES 8 — — 3-4 : 7 2 3 5 1 -- : — _—_ l 4 — ä - —_ * — 2 > - — * r 5 2 
as PA bao © mk ? oo ns 4. 2 — © — * * TIE II N — ago — Me . — 2 — - 6 3s. — 3 0 
— : p 4 G — 2 = —— - - —.— — — * . 8 * — — 8 . — 5 a 
Say, Pe. ; : 2 — 8 * 2 —— = ! Ll Ren | * . CSE. -- __ Fe = : ** 
3 = - _—_ F — 2 & — 28 —2 5 - 7 — = 5 Y * con 
= _— ——_— — - 2 3 * CS 7 = - "ts 
- A 8 4 ow 8 7 — 9 . 1 
2 


A 


= 
=, 


SE 


1 — - — 


— 


4 lime, 7p» > ode 2 
— = — = b J v4 7 
” — i * 5 222 _ 
C © 2 wr 2 "a „r 
— — — ya — 3 — 2 — == * 5 
— 2 ©” — 3 1 Abe r 2 — 2 * 
Ty - - FP >» x = a. \ 
o 


— 


2 
5 an 
- 

<3 3 >. 

Pike + 2 


2 2 
4 - - 
om 


844 A Diſſertation of CELLARIU 8 
fol. 899; where he thus ſpeaks of Agrippa; der, and was fallen into the hands of the La- 
That Claudius Ceſar entruſted him with the tins at Conſtantinople. Yet, for all theſe ſelf- 
e management of the temple, though neither evident circumſtances, no account or illuſtra- 
« Herod, nor Agrippa the younger, had any tion could be drawn from any coins ; neither 
ec juriſdiction either in 2 or Feruſalem, could the moſt ingenious and learned men of 
ce which was entirely within the power of the the age remember that they had ever ſeen any. 
© Roman governor.” Yet it does not follow from hence, that we 
Mr. Hardouin endeavours to impute another are to look upon as ſpurious and fabulous that 
error to Foſephus, and ſuppoſes to make it which MNicetas, Gregory, Pant Venetus, and 

good from this, Oaod auctoriali Paleſtinam non Chalcocondyles, have advanced upon that argu- 
conſpecta fuerit ; becauſe lib. xv. cap. 13. he ment. | 5 
ſays that Cæſarea of Paleſtine was in Phænicia. Laſtly, Mr. Hardouin charges our Fewiſh 
This is a new and unheard-of crime, of which hiſtorian in his character, as a grammarian. 7a- 
if Joſephus be actually guilty, we muſt neceſ- ceo, inquit, p. 64. de Foſephi ſoleco, Agrippou, 
farily involve Strabo, the prince of geogra- quod etiam in Cod. MSS. legitur, pro As rippa, 
phers, in the ſame condemnation. For he ſays, ut munius exhibent ipſius Agrippe, quiam vix- 
lib. xvi. p. 5 20. After we had paſs d through ze vult videri.“ I omit, ſays he, p. 64. tak- 
« Cx lj ria, we came into Phenicia. And “ ing notice of that ſoleciſm of Joſephus; A. 
having given a detail of the ſeveral cities, he © grippou, which a manuſcript reads for Ag rip- 
ſhuts up his diſcourſe in theſe words: Thus © pz, as the coins themſelves of Agrippa teſti- 
& much of Phænicia.“ In the middle of his © ty, with whom he would pretend that he li- 
diſcourſe, and in the middle of the Phanican © ved.“ But hold, candid Sir, 'tis no ſoleciſm, 
cities, he ſays, © After Ace (which is Ptolomais) which the writers of rhe pureſt Creek uſe: 
ce is Straton tower, having an harbour for There are two ways of declining the caſes in 
&« ſhips.” This is that Cz/area. Pliny, lib. theſe nouns; an Agrippa we find in the Acts 
v. cap. 13. ſays, Stratonis turris, eadem Cæſa- of the Apoſiles, chap. xxv. ver. 23. and in M- 
rea, ab Herode rige condita. Stratonis tower, philnius, under the word Veſpaſian, not only in 
the ſame with Czlarea, was built by king He- the edition of Stephens, p. 222. but, alſo, in 
rod. Upon what foundation, then, is this ac- that of Sy/burgius, p. 322. Nor can a ſoleciſm 
cuſation againſt Fo/ephns laid, whoſe ſentiments be applied to that which ends in oz, which we 
exactly correſpond with thoſe of Strabo, and find Plutarch mentioning in the life of Antho- 
with what other geographers and hiſtorians have xy, p. 946. Dio Caſſius, in the beginning of 
advanced upon the ſame topick? Some, indeed, his ſeventieth book, Appian Alexandrinus, 
carry Phznicia ſomewhat farther to the ſouth, b.civ. I. 5. and Zonaras, an imitator of elegan= 
though others deſcribe it more narrowly. Livy, cy, in the life of Auguſtus. Will Hardouin, 
lib. xxxv. Cap. 13. ſays, Antiochus rex, ea hi- then, pretend to charge theſe ſeveral authors 
eme Raphie in Phenie Ptolomea regi Agypti with a ſoleciſm? Nor is this uncommon in other 
lia in matrimonium data——extremo jam h- proper names which terminate in as, as may be 
emis Epheſum pervenit. © King Autiochus ha- ſeen in Theodore Gaza, Iſogog. lib. i. p. 4. and 
ce ying married, that winter, his daughter at on the coin publiſhed by Andrew Morellius, a 
«© Raphia, to Ptolomy, king of Aigypt profound man in this branch of antient ſtudy; 
« came to Epheſus at the end of that cold ſea- and in the twenty-third table we find the ſame, 
cc ſon.“ This Raphia was on the ſea-coaſt to- and in Dio Caſſius himſelf, Neither, indeed, 
wards the frontiers of Zgypt. was our Fewi/h hiſtorian ignorant of another 
Mr. Hardouin again charges Joſephus with a form, which our antagoniſt ſuppoſes was only 
very abominable miſtake, with regard to the Greek, to ſhew which one example may be 
kingdom of the Haſſamomeans ; but Strabo, a thought neceſſary enough, and ſufficient, which 
conſiderable time before Jo/ephas,acquaints us, is in lib. xiv. of his Antiquities, chap: xi. p. 
in the account which he there lays down of H- 649. 
ria and Fudea, lib. xvi. p. 524. That Alexan- As for the reſt, he has purpoſely omitted 
der was the firſt who from the prieſthood raiſed taking any notice of the {laughter of the in- 
Himſelj to a kingdom; who was, alſo, Fanneus, fants; Ne legiſfſe ſacras noviteſtamenti literas 
the father of Hyrcanus and Ariffobulus : Which wvideretur ; “ That people might not think he 
is ſufficient to clear our Jewiſh hiſtorian of the * had ever read the new teſtament.“ This 
fabulous account attributed falſely to him by may be ſeen in page 36. And Scaliger, in his 
our antagoniſt ; though, to act honourably in annotations upon Euſebius, page 176. ſays, 
this buſineſs, trabo ſhould be amended, becauſe Mirum eff, tam beliuniæ credulitatis exemplun 
Alexander was not the laſt who wore a crown, ab Foſepho preteritum eſſe, qui tanta diligentid, 
and made uſe of the title of king; but his bro- reliqua ſervitie Herodiane facinora proſequitur: 
ther Ariſtobulus, who enjoy'd the ſame honours © He is amazed that Jeb ſhould ſay no- 
before him. I am apt to believe that this wor- „ thing of Herod*s monſtrous barbarity, wh 
thy gentleman was induced to think thus, be- © takes ſuch extraordinary pains to lay open 
cauſe, probably, he had found no coins of the © the other cruelties of that prince.“ We 
Haſſamomean kings. But, indeed, this is a confeſs, indeed, that 'tis amazing to us, like, 
method that may put the negative upon a great wiſe : But then we ſay, again, that 't not 
many of the moſt principal paſſages of hiſtory ; ſufficient, of itſelf, to confate this writer © 
as for example, when the empire of Trapezon, treachery, as Mr. Hardouin would needs halt 
which had flouriſhed for full two hundred and it. There may, poſſibly, be other reaſons at 


o 4 * * if 
fifty years, having 1/aac Connenus for its foun- the bottom for acting in this manner; 5 


againſt HARDOUIN. 


there be any fault. Nicolas of Damaſcus ought 
to bear it before Foſephus. Nicolas had no 
ſuch pretence for paſſing ſuch a circumſtance 
over, becauſe he wrote in the life-time of He- 
rod, and was that prince's friend and ſpokeſ- 
man with Auguſtus. Now Foſephus ingenuouſly 
owns that he follows Nicolas briefly; and poſ- 


ſibly the Jew may have that to plead, which 
we know happens to be the caſe with ſeveral 


others; namely, that what he has done, was 


not owing to any deſign on purpoſe, but that 


*rwas his fortune to flip over ſo deteſtable a 
circumſtance through his ſhallow memory, on 
the one hand, and through his too eager pur- 
{uit of his predeceſſor on the other. 

The fame learned adverſary of ours, in his 
39th page, accuſes thoſe writers of ſpuriouſ- 
neſs who 'call the Roman emperors kings, and 
their empire a kingdom, We grant it, and, 
withal, allow, that the words regnum and rex 
were deteſted by the Remans However, the 
Greek words labour'd not fo hard, but were u- 
ſed more tenderly, and this by the Romans 


guftus Ceſar. 


845 
themſelves.” Herodian, lib. i. cap. 1 1. of Mark 
the emperor, ſays, king Mark; and in the 7th 
chapter of Commodus, the abſtinence of the king; 
and in the ſame place of the great Fauftina, 
queen. And before Herodian tauſanias Phoc. 
chap. xiv. king Auguſtus, and Diongſius Perieg. 
v. 1052. of the Italian king, under whom he 
compoſed his book, pointing out, by theſe, Au= 

And Diodorus Siculus, in the 
eclogue of his 25th book, they called him em- 
peror, which is a king. So that we have not 
ſo much reaſon to interpret, with Hardouin, the 
word mention'd 1 Pet. xi. 14. of Polemon, as we 
have with Grotius to apply it to the Roman 
emperor. Formerly the people of Conſtanti- 
nople underſtood this Greek word in the ſame 
ſenſe as they did it of other kings; and the 

German emperors may be proved to have been 
called by this appellation. And for teſtimony 
of what has been advanced, we need trouble 
our ſelyes no farther, than by looking into the 
hiſtory of Byzantium. | = 45 
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SUPPLEMENT 
The Lives of the HE ROD; 


A Hiſtory of Affairs of the Eaſt and of the Roman 
Empire, to the Death of Titus Veſpaſian. 


8 7 SANIAS, prince of \Golchis, 
having entered into an agree- 
ment with Barzaphernes, a prin- 
cipal officer in the Parthian 
army, then commanded by Pa- 
8 corus, that for five hundred 
Fewiſh women, and the ſum of a thouſand ta- 
lents, to be inſtantly delivered to the Parthi- 
ans, Antigonus, the ſon of Ariftobulus, ſhou'd, 
by their affiſtance, be reſtored to his father's 
kingdem: A part of the Parthian army was, 
in all haſte, ſent to facilitate the execution. 
With theſe forces, and a number of Fews that 
voluntatily offered their ſervice, Antigonus took 
his march into 7udæa After ſome time he 

ve battle to the enemy, obtain'd the victory, 
and made fo quick a purſuit, that he got into 
the city of J7eruſalem along with them. Here 

Antigonus did not meet with the ſucceſs he ex- 
pected, but being defeated in ſeveral encoun- 
ters, was at laſt forced to ſeek refuge in the 
mountain of the temple, whilſt the adverſe 
party took up their head quarters at the palace. 
From theſe two places, as opportunity favou- 
red, they ſallied out upon each other, till the 
feaſt of Pentecoſt, when a vaſt confluence of 
people meeting together at Feru/alem to com- 
memorate this holy ſolemnity, and ſome of em 
adhericg to one fide, and ſome joining on the 
other, there followed ſuch an effuſion of blood 
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in all corners of the city, that both parties be- 
gun to ſee the neceſſity of an accommodation. 

e in this affair, acted a very craſty 
part; for having obtained the oppoſite party's 
conſent to ſubmit all differences to the Par- 
thian commander (whom he had before inſtruc- 
ted how to manage, and who then lay encam- 
ped without the walls of the city), the cunning 
Parthian ſoon inſinuated himſelt into Phaſae!'s 
good opinion, and brought him to condeſcend 
to go on an embaſſy to Barzaphernes (who wis 
governor of Syria under Pacorus), as the moſt 
certain expedient to finzſh every thing accot- 
ding to his wiſh. 

Herod, called the Great, earneſtly diſſuaded 
his brother Pha/ae/ from the journey, but to nb 
purpoſe. Attended, therefore, by Hyrcanu, 
and under the convoy of a party of horſe, be 
took his way into Galilee; where, being rece- 
ved by a freſh Parthian guard, he was conduc- 
ted by them to Barzaphernes. At firſt, Pla- 
ſael was welcomed with all demonſtrations d 
kindneſs; but the time was no ſooner come, 
which Barzaphernes concluded would be ſuf 
cient to put this command in execution for i 
ſeizing of Hered, than he gave orders to pat 
both Phaſael and Hyrcanus in chains. H 
having had previous intelligence of this 7 
cherous deſign, diſappointed all their meau® 
by removing from Jeruſalem in the night, * 


The Lives of the Heros. 


all his family, and as many of his own ſoldiers 
as ſo ſudden a march gave him leave to aſſem- 
ble together. With theſes he holds on his 
courſe ro Maſſada, which was a caſtle ſituated 
upon a high mountain, near the lake A/pha/- 
/11is, and a place of the greateſt ſtrength of any 
in the whole countty. And though in his way 
thicher he was often attack'd by the diſaffected 
Jews, as well as Parthians, yet he ſtill repell'd 
them, and had the advantage. But none of 
theſe conflicts appearing ſo conſiderable to him, 
as that which he fought with Antigonus's party 
at about the diſtance of ſeven miles from 7e- 
ruſalem, he after wards built there a fine palace 
in memory of it, and call'd it Herodium. 

On his arrival at Reſſa in Mduamæa, his bro- 
ther Fe/eph brought him a freſh ſupply of men; 
bat Herd, on his coming ro Maffada, finding 
the place not large enough to accommodate 
{ach a number of forces, disbanded nine thou- 
{and of them; and here leaving his mother 
and the reſt ot the women, which he brought 
wich him from Feruſalem, under a guard of 
eight hundred men, and the conduct ot Fo/eph ; 
he, with the ſmall remains of his army, held 
on his march for Petra in Arabia, oft which 
place Malchus was at that time king. Herod 
conſidering with himſelf that he had formerly 
heap'd many tavours upon Malcus, was there- 
tore in ſome hope of meeting from him a ſuit- 
able return, and to be put in a condition to re- 
tcieve his affairs. But though adverſity is, 
withour doubt,the only infallible teſt of friend- 
ſhip, and the ſeaſon, too, in which gratitude 
makes the brighteſt figure; yet rare are the 
inſtances that can bear being examined before 
that touch- ſtone, or make an account of this 
virtue. Herod's expectation quickly fail'd him, 
and he had orders ſent him by Malchus, forth- 
wich to depart his dominions. 

Hzrod having, upon this unwelcome meſſage, 
turu'd off the greater part of his attendants, 
purpoſed to himſelf to make the beſt of his 
way for Zgypt: And being got no farther 
than Rhinocurura, he had the mortification to 
hear of his brother Phaſael's death, which fell 
out thus: Bargaphernes having had notice of 
Hered's retreat from Jeruſalem, ſent an order 
to the Parthian officer who commanded there, 

tirit ro pillage the country round, and next to 


make Autigenus king of FJudæa, delivering to 


him, withal, Phaſael and Wreanus, in chains. 


Waereupop, Phaſael forecaſting that his death 


was inevitable, in deſpair, daſh'd out his own 
brains againſt the walls of the priſon. As to 
Hyrcaiins; Antigonus, indeed, ſpared his life; 
but ro the end he might not for the future be 
capable of bearing the dignity of high-prieſt, 
he made the executioner cut off his ears: And, 
lattly, concluding that people at a diſtance had 
but little power to do miſchief, he returned 
Hicanus to the Parthians, to be carried back 
with them into their own country. | 

In the mean time, Herod made his way to 
Alex ndria, where, taking ſhip, he directed his 
courle by the way of Rhodes and Brunduſium, 


to Rowe. And here fortune made him ample 
mends for all his former ſufferings, 
exceeded his expeQation ; 


and even 
for all his ambition 


fled. Bur Ventidins purſuing them, flew ſome 


847 
at this time was, to have procured the kingdom 
of Fudæa for Ariſtobulus, the brother of Ma- 
riamne, his beloved wife, without any other 
proſpect than that of governing the country un- 
der him, as Antipater had done under Hyrca- 
nus, his grandfather. But M. Anthony and Oc- 
tavianus commiſerating his caſe; and prevailing. 
with two of the moſt eloquent ſenators to in- 
troduce him into the ſenate, and there repre- 
ſent the heroic' merits of him and his anceſtors 
towards the Roman people. This was accom- 
panied with ſo general an influence upon the 


ſenate, that they unanimouſly decreed the 


crown of Judæa to Herod; and declared Inti- 
gonus an enemy to the commonwealth. After 
which, being from the ſenate reconducted b 

Ofavianus on one hand of him, and Anthony 
on the other, he was magnificently attended 
by all the magiſtrates, to the capitol, and there 


iuaugurated into the kingdom, according to the 


uſual formalities of that auguſt ſtate. 

Herod ſtay*d but ſeven days at Rome, and 
then returning to his fleet at Brunduſium, he 
immediately put to ſea, and got ſafe to No- 
lemais, towards the end of ſummer. He was 
no ſooner arrived, but he applied his thoughts 
towards the relief of Maſſada, which place 
had been ſo cloſely blocked up by Antigonus 
during Herod's abſence, that Fo/eph deſpairing 
of ſuccours, and finding himſelt unable to hold 
out any-longer, had determined, at all hazards, 
to flee co Malchus in Arabia © But Herod came 
in time enough to make him alter his deſign, 
and wait patiently till he was able to reheve 
him. Fo/eph being likewiſe ſenſible, that as 
Mariamne was amongſt the beſieged, Herod 
would leave no ſtone unturned that might any 
ways contribute to raiſe the ſiege : And having 
lately all his ciſterns plentifully filled with a co- 
pious fall of rain, no other thoughts remained 


in his breaſt, but ſuch as invited him to make 


a vigorous reſiſtance. 

Herod, with what forces he was able to raiſe 
himſelf, and the addition of ſuch auxiliaries as 
were ſent him by the Romans, ſoon recovered 
all Galilee, a few places only exepted; then 
marching to Foppa, and having made himſelf 
maſter of it, he proceeded to Maſſada, which 


he immediately freed from the ſiege of the e- 


nemy. Afterwards he had Roſſa, a ſtrong for- 
treſs in Idumæa, furrender'd to him; and hav- 


ing thus happily begun, he went back to Sl, 


whom Ventidius had left in Fudæa, and fare 
down with his army before the walls of Feru- 


falem. 


A little before this time, Ventidius, one of 
Anthony*s lieutenants, came up ſo unexpeCtedly 
with Labienus, as obliged him to retire with 


precipitation to mount Taurus, where he ſtrong- 


ly entrench'd his army, that, under theſe ad- 
vantages, he might decline a battle, till he had 
ſent to Facorus for aſſiſtance. The Parthian 
army that was commanded to his aid, falling in 
with the Roman forces before they cou'd join 


him, were put to flight by Ventidius, and moſt 


of them cut to pieces. Hereupon, Labienus's 
ſoldiers being diſpirited with this ſlaughter of 
the Parthians, all threw down their arms, and 


of 
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of them, and having made the reſt priſoners, the peaceable ſtate of that reign, perfectly a 


liſted them among his own torces. 

Veniidius having thus reconquered all Cilicia, 
led his army to mount Amanus, where was a- 
nother army of Parthians under the command 
of Pharnapates, one ot Pacorns's lieutenants, 
and there poſted them, to ſecure the paſſes lead- 
ing into Syria, to hinder his further progreſs. 
Bur Ventidius giving them battle, killed their 
general upon the ſpot, and gained a compleat 
victory over them, and ſo marched unmoleſted 
into Hria. This news ſoon reaching the ears 
of Pacorus, he ſummon'd all his forces toge- 
ther, and with all haſte poſſible repaſs'd the Eu- 


- phrates, leaving Syria, and all on this ſide chat 


river, wholly to the Romans. By which means 
all choſe countries returned to their former obe- 
dience, the Arcadians only excepted ; whom 
deſpair of pardon kept up in rebellion till they 
were reduced by force. | | 
Theſe things being thus ſucceſsfully atchie- 
ved, Ventidius led his army into Paleſtine with 
no other view but to make as much money as 


he cou'd ; which purpoſe, that he might the 


more eaſily effect, he encamp'd with his army 
before Feru/alem. 
Antizonus in ſuch a mantrter, that he gave him 
all the money he could ſcrape together, in or- 
der to get rid of his company. Ventidius hav- 
ing now made himſelf maſter of what he wan- 
ted, repaſſed into r with the bulk of his 
army, committing the troops that he left to the 
care of Ho. 

Herod, as we have ſaid before, having join'd 
Silo at Feruſalem, with a view to bring matters 
to a ſpeedy concluſion, found himſelf wretch- 
edly diſappointed ; for 47/0 copy ing after the 
example that Fentidius had ſer him, had regard 
to no one thing, but the filling of his own 
pocket: On one hand, taking large ſums of 


money from Herod to forward his ſucceſs; and 


on the other, greater rom Antigonus to obſttuct 
it. The ſiege of Feru/alem being by theſe 
means render'd ineffectual, the confederate for- 
ces turn'd their arms againſt Jericho, which 
place they utterly ruined ; and then Si think- 


ing it time to ſend his army into winter-quar- 


of the reign of Herod the Great. 


ters, Hrod, upon whom this trouble was de- 
volved,” ſaw them provided for in [dumea, Sa- 
maria, and Galilee. 

One of the ſibyl oracles, in that year where- 
in Pompey took Feruſalem, having inform'd the 
world that nature was about to bring forth a 
king to the Romans, Virgil, in his celebrated 


Forth Eclogue, takes occaſion to compliment 


the conſul Folio upon this propheſy, by pre- 
ſuming that it might refer to his ſon Saloninus, 
who was this year born, viz. in the beginning 
But the 
words are too bright to be applied to any mere 
man, repreſenting ſuch a golden age, and reno- 
vation of all things, as cannot happen in the 
reign of any earthly king. And Virgil, in ex- 
reſſing it, comes very near the words of the 
fy ſcriptures, wherein they deſcribe the glo- 
rious age of the meſſiah ; new heavens, and a 
new earth, which will then begin, and be fi- 
nally compleated at the end of the world, I/. 
IV. 17. Then the poet runs a diviſion upon 


This appearance terrified 


— 


paraphraſe of 1/aiah Ixv. from verſe 17. which 
ends verſe 25. The wolf and the lamb ſhall 
ced together, and the lion ſhall eat ftraw as the 
bullock; and duſt ſhall be the ſerpent's meat. 
They ſhall not hurt, nor deftroy, in all my holy 
mountain, ſaith the Lord. | 


Nec magnus metuent armenta leones, 
Occidet & ſerpens, & fallax herba veneni 
occidet. 


Nor ſball the flocks fierce lions fear. 
No ſerpent ſhall be there, or herb of poiſonous 
Juice, | 


And, which is ſtill more remarkable, the real 
atonement for our ſins, which Daniel attributes 
to the meſſiah, chap. ix. 24. Zo finiſh the tranſl. 
greſſion, to make an end of fins, and to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, is thus ſet forth in this 
Eclog ue. 


Te duce, ſi qua manent ſceleris veſtigia noſtri, 
Icrita perpetua ſolvent formidine terras. 


By thee, what footſteps of our ſins remain, 
Are blotted out, and the whole world ſet free 
From her perpetual bondage, and her fear. 


Again, the very words of Haggai, chap. xi, 
ver. 6. ſeem to be literally tranſlated by Vergil. 


Thus ſpeaks the prophet of the coming of the 
meſſiah; Yet once, it is a little while, and I 


will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, and the 
ſea, and the dry lande And I will ſgake all na- 
tions, and the deſire of all nations ſhall come. 
Now here Virgil. | 


Aggredere O magnos (aderit jam tempus) 
honores, 

Chara Deum Soboles, magnum Jovis incre- 
mentum | 

Aſpice convexo nutantem pondere mundum. 

Terraſque, tractuſque maris, celumque pto- 
fundum. | | 

Aſpice venturo lætentur ut omnia ſeclo. 


Enter on thy high honour, now's the time, 
Of +pring of God, O thou great gift of Jove. 
Behold, the world, heav'n, earth, and ſeas, 
do (bake. © 
Behold how all rejcice to greet that glorious 
age. 


The propheſies of the ſibyls having perſo- 
nally and particularly deſcribed our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and pointed out the time of his birth to 
be then at hand, is the weak preſumptio! 

which has determined ſome of the moderns to 
reject their authority, as if they had been in- 
terpolated, or forged by the Ford. But Ori- 
gen, who defied Celſus and all the heathens to 
produce any one inſtance of ſuch a forgery ct 
addition, and for that purpoſe referr'd them te 
the ancient copies themſelyes, and has not to 
this day receiv'd an anſwer to that argument: 
Origen, I ſay, who put the whole iſſue up 


ſuch an obvious matter of fact, which 15 
| 15 av 


, 


The Lives of 


have been eaſily refuted, if it had not been 
true, certainly deſerves more credit than Ce//us 
and his followers, who maintain the contrary, 
without bringing any reaſon ſufficient either to 
convince themſelves or others. 

Herod, notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon, kept his own army in action, giving or- 
ders to his brother Joſeph with one part of it 
to ſecure the country of Idumæa, whilſt he, 
with the reſt, marched into Galilee, and took 
in Sepphoris and all other fortreſſes, which 
were there remaining in the intereſt of Antigo- 
nus. Then he applied himſelf to cleanſe the 
country from thoſe neſts of thieves and robbers 
which at that time ſpoiled and wafted it. A- 


gainſt theſe he marched with all his forces, and 


having with. ſome difficulty overthrown them in 


the firſt battle, he purſued his intentions of 


rooting them out, with ſuch ſucceſs, as ar laſt 
reſtored full peace and tranquillity to all Ga- 
lilee. 

During this winter, Anthony was at Athens, 
rioting away the time, with his new-married 
wife Octavia, in all kinds of profuſion and ex- 
ceſs, as he had ſpent the preceding winter with 
Cleopatra at Alexandria. Here he receiv'd the 
news of Ventidius*s ſucceſsful expedition againſt 
the Parthians; but underſtanding, likewiſe, 
that Pacorus intended another inroad inro H- 
ria, he begun to reflect how little it would 
redound to his honour to ſuffer his lieutenant 


to deprive him of all the laurels of this war; 


and therefore, about the beginning of the ſpring, 

he ſet out with all his army on a journey to- 
wards the eaſt ; but before he could put his 
defign 1n execution, an account came to him 
that Ventidius had obtained a third victory more 
glorious than both the former, and ſuch an one 
as ſcemed fully to revenge the death of Craſ- 
ſus, -and thoſe that perithed with him at the 
battle of Carrhe. For here Pacorus himſelf, 
with above twenty thouſand of his choiceſt 
troops, were left dead npou the ſpot. 

Ventidias being appriz'd of the Parthian de- 
fign to pay him another viſit in Syria, and ſuſ- 
pecting that they might come upon him before 
he could be in readineſs to receive them, he 
betook himſelf to this ſtraragem : There was, 
at this time, in his camp, an eaſtern prince, 
who pretended to be a friend to the Romans, 
but in reality kept a conſtant correſpondence 
with the Parthians Him, therefore, Ventidius 
p:ched upon for ſpringing the mine that he had 
Prepared iu his breaſt. To this end, with a 

ew of repoſing vaſt confidence in him, he lays 
before the prince all his premeditated fears ; 
telling him, withal, that he had certain intelli- 
gelice that the Parthians were now reſolved 
not to pals the Fuphrates, as uſually, at Zeug- 
4%, but at another place of the river, a great 
way below it. For, continued he, ſhould they 
crofs the Enphrates at Zeugma, the country 

eing on this fide mountainous, their horſe, in 
WIICh lies all their ſtrength, will be of no ſer- 
"ce to them; but as they have determined to 
take the lower paſſage, the country there is 
all plain, and their horſe will have free liberty 
10 exert themſelves, and the Romans will ſcarce 


© * to face them. 'The perfidious prince, 
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according as Ventidins foreſaw, took care to 
band this intelligence to the Parthians, where 
it produced all the influence deſired ; for Pa- 
corus immediately forſaking his intended rout 
to Zeugma, ditected his march to the very 
place where Ventidius wiſh'd he ſhou'd, But 
as this occaſioned a tediuus counter march, and 
called for new preparations to facilitate their 
paſſage at the place now projeQted, Ventidius 
the while had a reſpite of torty days; during 
which, being reinforced with Ss troops from 
Judæa, and his other legions from beyond Tau- 
71s, he found himſelf now in a capacity to give 
the Parthians a warm reception : Nor did his 
expectation deceive him; for in a few days af= 
ter he engaged and mowed them down with 
that extraordinary ſlaughter which I have above 
related. This battle was fought in the month 
of June, and on the ſame day of the year on 
which the action at Carrhæ happen'd, juſt four- 
teen years beſore. 5 
Ihe news of this overthrow, and the death 
of his ſon in it, was no ſooner communicated 
to Orodes, king of Parthia, than it unbraced 
all the faculties of his mind, and made him 
diſtracted. For ſeveral days be uttered not a 
word, or ſhew'd any inclination to victuals; 
and when ſorrow had at laſt aſſwaged ſo far as 
to permit his tongue to deſcribe it, nothing elſe 
could be heard from him but the name of Pa- 
'corus. Sometimes he would ſeem to think he 
was in his company, and in that view call upon 
hun, converſe with him, and receive an anſwer 
from him ; and at other times recalling to mind 
that he was dead, he would empty his eyes in 
a deluge of tears for him. 
© Ventidius, from an apprehenſion that theſe 
victories had but too much weakened the envy 
of Anthony againſt him, ueglefted the oppor- 
tunity that had fallen into his hands of drivin 
the Parthians out of Meſopotamia and Baby- 
lonia, and 7 the Roman eagles beyond 
the banks of the Tigris; and therefore turned 
his thoughts to the reduction of thoſe ſtrengths 
in Syria and Phenicia, which had renounced 
their duty in the late war: And in this em- 
ploy ment Anthony found him when he came to 
Cemmagena. For Antiochus, king of that coun- 
try, having aſſiſted the Parthians againſt the 
Romans, Ventidius had a mind to be even with 
him for it, and, in parſuit hereof, having bloc- 
ked him up in Samo/ata, the capital of his king- 
dom, was then cloſely beſieging him. Ant hony 
on his arrival outed Ventidius of all his com- 
mands, under the ſpecious pretence that he 
might be at liberty to go Rome, and demand 
a triumph for his victories. But the real cauſe 
lay hid; he was impotently jealous of the 
growing merit of the man, and therefore diſ- 
miſs'd him, nor ever made uſe of him after- 
wards, though his future circumſtances might 
have taught him wit enough to caſt an eye up- 


on ſuch an able general. 


Ventidius, on his coming to Rome, was re- 
ceived with all the marks of eſteem that ſo 
glorious a Conduct deſerved ; being not only 
allow*d the honour of a triumph in common 


form, but importuned to it by the general 
voice of the whole Roman people; and with 


io F this 
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this particular diſtinction attending it, that no 
one beſides himſelf had ever the good fortune 
to triumph over the Parthians. There Was a- 
nother thing, too, equally ſingular, which ne- 
ver before or after him happen'd to any one 
elſe, viz. he at laſt atrain'd to the glory of 
triumphing, who in the former part of his life 
had been ſo unfortunate as to be led in triumph 
himſelt ; and this fell out in the ſocial war car- 


ried on againft Rome for the freedom of the ci- 


ty: For he was made a captive at the taking of 
Aſculum, by Strabo, the father of Pompey, and, 
though then very young, led before that gene- 
ral in his triumph, upon that occaſion : Which 
fatal accident having reduced him to extreme 
poverty, he was neceſſiated, when grown up, 
to gain his bread by a low and ſordid occupa- 
tion. The buſineſs he follow*d, was that of a 
common mule-tier, and in this mean capacity 
being uſed to get ready the Mules for convey- 
ing the equipage ot ſuch governors as were ſent 
to foreign princes, Julius Ceſar made the fame 


uſe of him when he ſer out firſt. into Gallia; 


and obſerving the cloſe manner and ſollid judg- 
ment of the man, carried him with him into his 
Gallic wars, where his military genius ſhining 
in a proper light, he advanc'd fo faſt through 
all the offices of the camp, that Cz/ar promo- 
ted him to be one of his principal generals in 
all the expeditions he afterwards undertook. 
Nor was Ventidius leſs fortunate when he re- 
turn'd to Rome, riſing there as faſt as he had 
done in the army; for he was firſt made a tri- 
bune, then a prætor, and afterwards one of the 


conſuls. - Upon Cz/ar's death, he eſpouſed the 


part of Authony, and behav*d himſelf gallantly 
both at Mutina and Perujia ; and what he per- 
ſorm'd as his lieutenant in the eaſt, has been 
already mention'd. 
umph, he continu'd at Rome till his death; and 
his funeral was magnificently celebrated, at the 
publick charge. | | 

In the mean time, Herod was puſhing on the 
war in Judea againitAntigonus; and being re- 
inforced by Anthony with two legions and a 
thouſand horſe, under the command of Mac ha- 
ras, he ventured up too near to the walls of 
Feruſalem, with a deſign to ſpeak with 4ntigo- 
mus; whence, being ſhamefully repulſed by 
thoſe that deiended the rampart, Machzras, 
who had ſhared 1n his fate, fell into ſuch a fir 
of rage, that he put to the ſword all that came 


in his way, without once reflecting whether 


they were friends or foes; in which helliſh fu- 
ry of his, many of Herod's particular friends 
being cut off, he immediately quitted the place, 
making what haſte he could towards Anthony to 
beg ſatistaction for this inhuman act of Mac ha- 
yas. But Mackeras being inform'd of his in- 
rention, overtook him before he had executed 
his purpoſe, and prevail'd upon him to forget 
what was paſt, and renew his triendſhip with 
him. Herod being arrived at 1 where 
Anthony ſtill was, had the pleaſure to meet 
with a very honourable welcome, and in return 
performed eminent ſervice at the ſiege of that 
place. While Ventidius lay before it, king An- 
tioc hus made him the offer of a thouſand ta- 
lents for his peace: But Anthony being there at 
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After the Parthian tri- 


. 


the time, would hearken to no terms. How: 
ever, after he had parted with Ventidius, when 
he found upon trial that the event was not like 
to anſwer his wiſh, and how reſolutely the be. 
ſieged defended themſelves, he grew exceeding 
humble in his demands, and with joy accepted 
the third of the ſum he had refuſed before. B 
this means, having rais'd the ſiege with ſome 
ſhew of honour, and left his army with $0445 
whom he conſtituted lieutenant in Gleis, He, 
and Faleſtine, he took ſhipping for Athens, and 
from thence paſs'd to Brunduſium to wait upon 
Octavianus; but being there diſappointed, came 
back to Athens, and from thence ſail'd to Alex- 
andria, where he proſtituted his time to the 
ſame infamous recreations with Cleopatra; as he 
had the winter two years before. 
Whilſt Herod abode with Anthony, Joſeph 
made an inconfiderate attempt upon Fericho, 
and being outwitted by the enemy, was him- 
ſelf flain, and moſt, of his followers; which 
caus'd a general revolt of all who ſtood ill af- 
tected to Herod, both in Gal:lee and Idumean; 
Herod, on his return, march'd into Galilee, and 
very ſoon reduc'd thoſe rebels to obedience; 
after this, in an attempt at Fericho to revenge 
his brother Fo/eph's death, he was wounded in 
the Skirmiſh, and his whole army put to flight; 
But having expeditiouſly recruited his forces, 
and hearing that general Pappas was marching 
againſt him with the main body of Antigonus's 
army, he engag'd him in battle, ſlew him upon 
the ſpor, and cut off moſt of his forces; and 
now nothing hiader'd him from putting a ſpeedy 
end to the war, by the taking of Fern/alem, 
but the winter ſeaſon, which made it neceſſary 
to diſpoſe of his troops into winter quarters 
till the next campaign. | 
The ſpring beginning to ſpread ont its co- 
lours, Anthony pais'd from Alexandria to Athens, 
where, he had left his wife OZavia ever fince 
his laſt journey to H; and having call'd her 
on board his ſhip, ſail'd from thence for Italy, 
and land with a fleet of three hundred fail at 
Tarentum, reſolving with this armament to aid 
Ofavianus againſt Sextus Pompeius. But Oc- 
tavianus refuſing his aſſiſtance ont of jealouſy 
of him, this would have certainly produc'd a 
freſh rupture between them, had not Octavia 
interpos'd, and made up the difference. And 
now Conſidering with themſelves, that as the 
term limited by the people for putting an end 
to the ſovereign power of the triumvirs was 
faſt approaching, it would be more ſafe to truſt 
to their own authority than the good will of 
the Roman ſtate ; they publickly declar'd their 
intention to continue at the head of affairs for 
five years more. Things being thus ſettled to 
their mind, Anthony took his journey into Hria 
to carry on the Parthian war; but being at- 
tended by Octavia as far as Corcyra, and dread- 
ing the dangers and fatigues his wife might be 
expos'd to in that expedition, he there rook 
his leave of her, and ſhe immediately return 
into Italy. 1 
Upon Anthony's arrival in ria, Oaviam 
join'd himſelf in marriage to Livia Driſlli, 
the daughter of Livius Druſus, who being ont 
of thole that were inſerted in the bloody fo“ 
* ſcription 
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ſcription of the triumvirs, was therefore forc'd 
to ſeck refuge from Brutus and Caſſius; and 
who, after the battle of Philippi, out of de- 
ſpair of finding ſhelter any where elſe, fell up- 
on his own ſword, and murder*d himſelf, Li- 
via had before been the wife of Tiberius Nero, 
to whom ſhe bore that monſter Tiberius Ce/ar, 
who after Auguſtus's death was rais'd to the 
empire. Livia's firſt husband had, upon the 


quarrel that broke out between OFavianus and 


Anthony, eſpouſed the part of the latter, and 


of Peruſia, to abandon Italy; but being com» 
rehended in the articles of peace that ſoon 
followed, between Offavianus and Anthony, he 
came back ro Rome, where Octavianus taking 
a fancy to his wife, Tiberius frankly renounc'd 
her to him, and he married her, though bi 

with child, and near the time of her deli- 
very. 

Joſeph (whom Herod had left regent of the 
kingdom, and charged with a private order to 
put Mariamne to death, if Anthony ſheuld con- 
demn him) taking it as a part of his duty to 
wait often upon Mariamne, all his diſcourſe ge- 
nerally run upon the violence of Herod's paſ- 
ſion for her; which being always receiv'd by 
her upon the foot of a jeſt, 7o/ep-'s impatience 
to convince her, made him let fall the ſecret 
that Herod had lodg'd in his breaſt. But this, 
far from having the effect intended, recall'd 
Herod to her mind in the light only of a ty- 


rant and a muiderer. And ſcon atter a flyin 


report being noited abroad that Herod had been 
adjudg'd to death by the command of Anthony, 
Alexandra artfully magnified her fears to Jo- 


ſeph, praying a ſake conduct for her ſelf and 


Maria mne to the camp of Julius, who then la 
without the city. A rebellion, ſaid the, muſt be 
the conſequence of this event, and protection for 
us can be ſecured no where but among the Ro- 
mans. | | 

While this project was a deliberating, letters 


came from Herod, ſiguitying the honourable-re- 


ception he had met with trom Anthony, and an 
aſſurance that he would quickly return to his 
kingdom in a condition that had enabled him 
to ſettle it upon. a foundation that his enemies 


could not ſhake. Alexandra's deſign being thus 


broke, Hercd in a few days arriv'd ; when get- 
ting inform*d of what had -paſs'd by that fire- 
brand of his houſe Salome, his own ſiſter, who, 
piqued by ſome perſonal reflections caſt upon 
her by Mariamne, accus'd even her own hus- 
band, to make her malice cut with a quicker 


edge; he immediately tax'd, upbraided and 


reproach*'d Mariamne, upon her familiarity and 


Bur her innocence, which wanted no diſguiſe, 
and conſequently was a ſufficient vindication, 
appearing plain and open to him, he proceeded 
to endearments, and careſſes, and proteſtations 
of his love to her. In the mean time, Mari- 
anne making but a ſudden judgment of paſt 
Injuries, as well as preſent embraces, could not 

elp putting this queſtion to him, Whether the 
{ecret he had repos'd in Fo/eph was not more a 
proof of his deteſtation, than love to her? 


dea, and there only in two gardens, one com- 


cres), and the other not ſo large. But Fling, 


jugerum, which includes two Creek plethra, the 


Pliny ſhould therefore have ſaid, the larger 


and Auguſt, It is the natural product of Ara- 


ſents (according to Foſephus) which the queen 
of Sheba made to Holomon, one was a plant of 


ſprung all the reſt that came afterwards to be 
ſecret correſpondence with his uncle Fo/eph. of ſo great a value at Jericho. Bur whether 


the balm of Gilead (mention'd in Geneſis as one 
of the moſt precious commodities of Canaan). 


cannot poſitively affirm : For from the Hebrew 


contrary ; in regard even this balſam it ſelf (o- 
therwife called the balſam of Mecca) though of 
extremely ſubtil parts, and very fragrant, yet 
{ill bears a near relation to the reſinous kind. 


dagger plung'd in his heart; nor would jea- 
louſy, in its riſing tervour, give him leave to 
take it for any other than a itrong evidence of. 
their guilty commerce: And, during that flow 
of rage, it was with extreme difficulty that he 
kept back his hands from murdering her. But 
though his ſuſpicions were ſoon loſt in a retur- 
ning tide of affection, and the breach was per- 
fectly made up between them, yet he gave im- 


mediate orders for the death of his uncle o- 
was, conſequently, forced, after the ſurrender /eph. | | 


The queen of Agypt (whom avarice had firſt 
inclin'd to renounce virtue, and intereſt ſtill 
continu'd a ſlave to fin) having, among many 
other grants from Anthony, obtain'd the coun- 
try of Jericho, to the great detriment of He- 
rod, the better part of whoſe revenue conſiſted 
in balſam- trees, which grew there: Cleopatra, 
I fay, notwithſtanding the had already been 
put in poſſeſſion of all Cyprus, Phunicia, Celo« 
gjria, ſturæa, Cyrene, and the beſt part, too, 
of Cilicia and Crete; yet tarther inſiſted to 
have the kingdoms of Arabia and Fudæa au- 
nex'd to her dominions : And this purpoſe, the 


told Anthony, might eaſily be brought about, 


if he would reſign the preſent poſſeſſors to the 
cognizance of the law. But Anthony, ſhock'd 
at the rapacious demand, would confirm her in 
no more than the above fertile territories of 
Jericho, and that part of Arabia which lay con- 
tiguous to Agypt. 
Hliny is pleas'd to inform us, that theſe bal- 
ſam- trees are no where to be ſeen but in Ja- 


prehending about twenty νν er (or Roman a- 


in deſeribing theſe gardens, has been led into a 
miſtake, by not thoroughly underſtanding a 
Greek word in Theophraſtus (trom whom he 
borrow'd this account); For he renders it by 


Greek acre being only an hundred foot ſquare : 
Whereas the Roman exceeded it by one half. 


garden contain'd about ten sera, and the o- 
ther not {ſo much. kt. 

This balſam- tree is a ſhrub, that, in height, 
never reaches above three cubits, and, from an 
inciſion, parts with its balſam in Fane, uh, 
bia the happy, but will grow in no place elſe, 
without the force of art. Among other pre- 


the balſam- tree; and from hence, probably, 


be the very ſame with this balſam before us, I 


word Zori, which ſignifies any gum of the tur- 
pentine ſort, nothing can be concluded to the 


But 
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This incident rebounded upon him like - 
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But be that as it will, the genuine ſort, which 
is the moſt noble pectoral the world knows, 
can now only be depended on from Mecca, and 
even there it bears ſo high an eſteem, that the 
prince of that country looks upon it as the 
moſt valuable preſent within his power, to make 
his acknowledgment with to the Grand Seig- 
neur. This conſideration adding to its price 
and ſcareity, makes it a hard matter for us to 
meet with any of it unadulterated: For being 
falſely call'd, alſo, Opobalſamum, which is but 
a mixture of the balm of Gilead and Capivi to- 
gether, as may be known from the ſmell of it, 
this, viz. Opobal/amum, is generally paſſed off 
in its ſtead. However, where the right ſort 
can be had, there is not a more ſovereign re- 
medy, in all affect ions or decays of the viſcera, 
being, particularly, of wondertul uſe 1n afth- 
ma's, and other ailments of the breaſt. And 


the yolk of an egg, beat up with it, will make 


it embody with any common vehicle. 
Cleopatra having ſeen Anthony to the Eu- 
phrates, in her return made a vilit to Herod at 


eee Herod received her with all poſſi- 
1 


e teſtimonies of reſpe& and grandeur, and 
entered into a contract to farm of her, at a 
certain rate, the lands of Fericho, as well as 
thoſe of Arabia that Anthony had given her. 
During her ſtay here, Mammon, who ſtill di- 
reed all her actions, put it into her head to 
make ſtrong love to Herod ; an intrigue of this 
nature, ſhe thought, carried on but a little 


way, would, with a proper effect, alarm An- g 


thony, and, of conſequence, ſoon bring about 
the deſtruction of Herod, whoſe kingdom ſhe ſo 
earneſtly coveted. But Herod was not to be 
caught in ſuch a trap; ambition had ever been 
the principal impulſe of his mind, all other 
paſſions being conſidered by him in an inferior 
way, iz. fo ſar only as they gave pain to 
himſelf. This declaration of her /Z#gyprian 
majeſty produced in Herod all the horror ima- 
ginable, for ſuch a piece of impudence ; inſo- 
much, that he proceeded to conſult ſome of 
his officers of ſtate, whether he might not ſafe- 
ly put her to death. But they repreſenting 
the danger of that attempt, he was fain to drop 
it, and go on as he had begun, making her dai- 
ly large preſents, and entertaining her magni- 
. while ſhe ſtay'd ; and, when ſhe went 
away, he perſonally conducted her to Pelu/rum, 
ſituated on a branch of the Nile, which lies 
next 2 and Syria. : 
Herod, revolving in his own mind the ſeveral 

ill offices Cleopatra had done him, and ſuſpec- 
ting that ſomething ſtill worſe might come from 
the ſame quarter; he fortifies a- new the caſtle 
of Maſſada, and therein depoſited a compleat 
ſet of arms for ten thouſand men. In the mean 


time, he continued punctually to remit her the 


tribute agreed on for the fields of Fericho, be- 
ing very ſenſible it was his certain intereſt not 
to diſoblige her. 

Anthony being now in Armenia, and recollec- 
ting how treacherouſly Artabazes had ated by 
him in his former march through that country, 
ſer all his thoughts to work, that he might ef- 
fe& an adequate revenge: And, for this in- 
glorious end, having wich moſt ſpecious pro- 


the Her oDs. 
miſes, and ſolemn oaths, got the king into his 
cuſtody, he immediately loaded him with 
chains, and made him a priſoner. The Arme- 
nians, fir d at this indignity done to the per- 
ſon of their king, came ſpeedily with all their 
forces to his relief; but being totally routed 
by Anthony, and their general, who was the 
king's eldeſt ſon, forc'd to retire into Parthia, 
the whole country was ſoon after oblig'd to re- 
ceive the conqueror. | 
Affairs being thus ſettled in Armenia, and a 
ſufficient number of men left to command an 
obedience from the people, Anthony returned 
with all ſpeed to Alexandria, which city he en- 
ter'd in a triumphal chariot, king Artabazex, 
his wife and children, and other captives, be- 
ing carried bound and fetter*d before him, and 
with the ſame ſplendor and formalities that 
were of uſ: to adorn a Roman triumph. The 
capitol, indeed, was not here to make a final 
ſtop at; but Cleopatra, ſeated on a throne of 
gold, which had been previouſly erected on a 
ſpacious ſcaffold pav'd with filver, and envi- 
ron'd by her nobility, and a multitude of peo- 


ple, abundantly ſupplied, in Anthony's opinion, 


that defect. King Artabazes, his queen, and 
children, being preſented in chains to her, and 
commanded to fall down upon their knees, 
with contempt beheld the harlot, nor could be 
brought to a condeſcention ſo inconſiſtent with 
their quality. 
And within a few days, the people being a- 
ain aſſembled, and always royally entertain'd, 
Anthony and Cleopatra made their appearance 
on a throne of gold each; when Anthony ſig- 
nify'd his will and pleaſure, that Cz/arion, the 
ſon whom Cleopatra had by Fulius Cæſar, 
ſhould inſtantly be acknowledg'd king of G- 
prus and ÆAgypt, and have an equal ſhare of 


- authority with his mother. As to his own 


children, viz. two at one birth, and one at a- 
nother, whom he had by the ſame Cleopatra, 
his donations were dealt out to them in a far 
more liberal manner than his poſſeſſions could 
anſwer, and therefore it is not worth while to 
mention them. At-the ſame time, the mighty 
man gave ordets, that, for the future, Cleopa- 
tra and himſelf ſhould be known only by the 
names of /s and Ofrris, the Pagan god and 
goddeſs of the Agyptians. And to the end 
this ridiculous injunction might not wear out of 
their memory, he and ſhe were often afterwards 
boon in the peculiar dreſs that us'd to diſtinguiſh 
them. 
- Theſe frolicks of Anthony tending all to a- 
lienate the hearts of the Romans. from him, 
Of avianus (to whom the thought of a compe- 
titor in power aggravated every . trifle into 4 
mountain) did not fail to make his own uſe of 
them he had under a great variety of maſques, 
endeavoured to incenſe the Romans againſt 
Anthony, without ever once letting them into 
the real cauſe of his ſpleen; and, at lafl, 
brought matters to bear, News coming te 
Anthony (when he was got as far the Aras 
and upon the point of beginning a war it 
the Harthians) of the preparations that wer 
forthwith to be put in execution againſt bim: 
he immediately clapp'd up a peace with t 

| | dias 
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Midian king, and repair'd to Epheſus, to ward 
off the blow that he expected. | 
In this journey, Cleopatra, much againſt his 
inclination, would needs follow him. She had 
at this time turniſh'd twenty thouſand talents 
(which amount to more than four millions of 
Sterling money), and therefore preſumed upon 
a right to aſſiſt in the management of the war. 
From Epheſus they went to Samos, where, ha- 


ving review'd their forces, they ſail'd to A. 


thens, and ſpent the remainder of the year. 
And though at both places profuſion and exceſs, 
as uſual, were the only dial-plates by which 
they kept a reckoning of time, yet no poſſible 
expedient was neglected that might contribute 
to forward their intereſt, either by ſee or land. 
Domitius MAnobarbus and So/rus being cho- 
ſen, about this time, conſuls at Rome, and eſ- 
pouſing the part of Anthony, got a decree paſ- 
{ed againſt Octavianus in his abſence. Octavi- 
anus, inform*d hereof, came ſpeedily back to 
Rome; and having, in the ſenate, defended 
himſelf, as well as torwarded a long charge a- 
gainſt Aut hony and the conſuls, he appointed 
them a day when they ſhou'd appear and give 
in their anſwer; promiſing that he would then, 
by letters, and other invincible proofs, aſcer- 
rain and confirm what he had now laid before 
them. | 
The conſuls, ſenators, and others, that ſided 
with Anthony, knowing 1t would be to no pur- 
poſe to ſtay and conteft the matter in a place 
where number, not reaſon, was to determine 
the iſſue, they retired from the city, and went 
over to Anthony. Offavianus was ſo far from 
taking any diſpleaſure at their flight, that he 
publickly gave licenſe for all, whoſe occaſions 
might call them elſewhere, to deparr the city: 
And by this means having effectually purg'd the 
ſenate, and cleared the city, too, of all that 
were diſaffected to him, he was left in full li- 
berty to do every thing that might ſink his ad- 
verſary, and raiſe himſelf. | 
When this quartel firſt broke out, Anthony's 
diligence in getting all things in a readineſs to 
proſecute the war, was ſo far ſuperior to the 
_ Preparations made by Ofavianus, that, had he 
then begun it, ſucceſs would in all probability 
have crown'd his day : But a long ſeries of lux- 
ury and other criminal ſatisfactions had ſo ener- 
vated the man, that attention to his real inte- 
reſt was regarded only as a diſturbance to his 
ſofter thouphes, © * 
Whilſt he thus loiter'd away the time, many 
of his friends and party forſook him, and re- 


pair d to Favianus ; among whom, the moſt 


conſiderable were Titus and Plancus, who be- 
ing difoblig*d by Cleopatra, fail d not in taking 
all opportunities of ruining the credit of Ant ho- 
#y with the people. They had been let into a 
few of his moſt intimate ſecrets, the principal 
of which was his will, depoſited in the hands 
of the veſtal virgins at Rowe. And this being 
Publickly read, and containing ſeveral things 
derogatory to the honour of the Roman ſtate, 
| Nt 1nftantly produced a general averſion to An- 

thony; for the Romans ſeeing Titus and Fan- 
©45 give them ſo manifeſt a proof of ,4nthony's 


ſcandalous behaviour, it had likewiſe this ill 
N-9 78. | 


ſium, his land forces conſiſtin 


conſequence, that all future aſperſions, how falſe 
ſoeyer, were receiv'd as authentick truths. 


Anthony, in this will, had certified the world 
that Cleopatra had been the lawful wife of 7u- 


lius Cæſar, and that C arion, whom ſhe had 


by him, was his lawful ſon; which gave ſuch. 


a ſtroke ro Offavianus's right, as he knew not 
well how to bear: For this was to introduce a 
lawful heir, that muſt have the preference to 
him who could fetch his claim only from the ti- 
tle of an adopted ſon. And he had, by the 


ſame will, bequeathed to Cleopatra and het 


children moſt of the Roman dominions then 
under his command, and declared his pleaſure, 
that wherever he might happen to die, his bo- 
dy ſhould be ſent to Cleopatra at Alexandria, 
there to be diſpos'd of as the ſhould think fir. 
Nothing being now wanting upon the ſide of 
Ofavianus, but a colourable title, for the vi- 
gorous proſecution of the war, he therefore 
made it to be declared only againſt Cleopatra; 
and, in order forthwith to begin the war, he 
reviewed both his fleet and army at Brundu- 
| of fourſcore 
thouſand foot, and twelve thouſand horſe ; and 
his naval flrength amounting to two hundred 
and fifty men of war. Anthony, whoſe prepa- 
rations extended to an hundred thouſand foot, 
twelve thouſand horſe, and five hundred ſhips 
of war, being forward to meet him; proceeded 
to Corcyra ; but nothing could be done on ei- 
ther fide, the near approach of the winter ma- 
king it neceſſary to ſuſpend their bloody mea- 
ſures till another ſeaſon. 2 
Herod being indiſpenſibly tied by gratitude 
to take the part of Ant hon), had, to that end, 
got ready a numerous army, which he deſign'd 
to command in perſon. But uthony having 
ſent him word that he did nor need his aſſiſt- 
ance, and withal deſir'd him to turn his arms a- 
gainſt Malchns, king of Arabia, who now de- 
clined paying the tribute ſtipulated to Ceopa- 
tra; Herod, accordingly, marched into the 
country, gave battle to the Arabians, and car- 
ried the day. Upon this, the -rabjans getting 
together a freſh army, attack'd him again near 
Cana in Celo-Syria. Herod's ſoldiers, animated 
with their former ſucceſs, entered the field of 
action with a great ſhout, and fought with ſuch 
reſolution, as muſt have ended in a compleat 


victory, had not At henion, general of the troops 


of Cleopatra, acted here a treacherous part. 
Athenion bore an invincible ſpite to Herod, 
and therefore kept oft with, his troops, atten- 


ding the iſſue of the battle: Neuter he had 


determined to continue, if the 4rabians ob- 
tain'd the advantage. But finding they were 
put to flight, he immediately charged the 
Fews (who concluding themſelves to be maſ- 
ters of the field, were in a cloſe purſuit with- 
out any order of battle), and cut down a great 
number of them. Upon this unexpected ſuc- 
cour, thoſe that before fled reſuming new cou- 
rage, fell, alſo, upon their conquerors, and 
laid about them ſo ſtrenuouſſy, that the greater 
part of Herod's army was here ſlain, and he 
himſelf but very narrowly eſcaped with the 
reſt. 
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* Herod, after this diſaſter, made it his buſi- 


neſs not to ceme to downright blows with the 
Arabians ; and, to that end, keeping encamp'd 
upon the hills, he would now and then make 
a ſudden inroad upon the country, and carry 
off with him a conſiderable prey. By this 


means, without running any hazard, he enured 


his men to military fatigue and exerciſe, as 
well as obrain'd frequent adyantages of the 
enemy. | 

About this time there happen'd in Judea 
the moſt dreadful earthquake that was ever be- 
fore ſeen. It gave a lamentable ſhake to the 
whole country, and under the ruin of the hou- 
ſes buried about thirty thouſand people. He- 
rod's army, however, eſcap'd; but being en- 


camp'd abroad, it only overturn'd their rents, 


without doing them any harm. 

The report of this calamity being, with ad- 
ditions, told to Malchus, he immediately put 
ro death the Fewi/ſh ambaſſadors (whom Herod 
had ſent to ſue for peace), and, with all his 
forces, marched to invade 7udæa. The Fews 
had been ſtruck with ſuch a confternation at 
the late terrible accident, thar, abandoning 
themſelves to deſpair, they were ' reſolved to 


fly the country: But Herod, by a ſpeech firſt 


addreſs'd to their chiets, and then to his own 
army, ſo rouz'd their vigour, and renew'd their 


hopes, that no other deſire remain'd, than to 


be led on by him to victory and honour. 

Herod, delighted with this alacrity in his 
men, made a ſpeedy march with his army, and 
having paſs'd Fordan, came within view of the 
enemy, where he made an halt, in order to re- 
freſh his men. There ſtood a caſtle ſituated 


between the two armies, which would, in his 


opinion, be of great importance to him; he 


therefore ſet his thoughts a working how he 


might obtain it. The Arabians, on the other 
hand, had formed a deſign to ſurprize it. Whilſt 
theſe things were in agitation, ſome light skir- 
miſhes followed, which at laſt drew on a gene- 
ral battle. The Arabians, after a ſhort reſiſt- 
ance, took to their heels; but ſeeing themſelves 
furiouſly purſued by the Jezos, they rallied a- 
gain, and renew'd the fight, which they reſo- 
lutely maintain'd for ſome time; till being no 
longer able to combat the ſuperior force of the 
Fews, they quitted their ranks, threw down 
their arms, and fled. Five thouſand of them 
were left dead upon the field, and the remain- 
der took ſhelter in their camp, where Herod 
beſieging them, they were ſoon neceſſitated, 
through want of ſuſtenance and other neceſſa- 
ries, to ſend him word they were willing to 
accept of any terms he ſhould impoſe upon 


them, provided he would indulge them the li- 


berry to walk our of their camp, and refreſh 
themſelves, 

But Herod would neither give audience to 
their ambaſſadors, nor receive the preſent of 
money brought him, inſiſting peremptorily they 
muſt ſurrender at mercy. Hereupon, about 
the fifth day of the ſiege, four thouſand of *em 
ſurrender'd, and were immediately clapp'd into 
chains; and the day following the reſt of the 
army marched, ſword in hand, . out of their 
camp, with a reſoly'd mind to die rather than 


ſubje& themſelves to a ſtate of ſervitude. But | 
the poor creatures had been ſo emaciated and) 


weaken'd with famine and thirſt, that they 


could do no more than make an appearance, in 


defence of their liberty. At the firſt ſhock, 
ſeven thouſand of them were laid dead upon 
the ground, and the reſt immediately ſurren- 


der'd at diſcretion. This ſignal victory obli- 


ged the Arabians to a peace upon very diſho- 
nourable terms; which was no ſooner ratified 
on both ſides, than Herod, with all the marks 
of a conqueror, return'd to Feruſalem. 

Whilſt Herod was thus ſignalizing himſelf, 


thoſe rivals for ſupreme power at Rome, Offa- 
auanus and Anthony, were not idle. The ſpring 


did not begin to ſhew it ſelf, when both fleets 
put to ſea, and their land forces enter'd upon 
action; and many little diſputes happened, 
which always ended to the advantage of the 
former. 3a „5 
This dawn of fortune, in favour of O Havi. 
ants, being accompanied with a great deſer- 
tion from Aut honj's party, made Anthony ea- 
gerly ſollicitous to bring matters to a ſignal 
iſſue as ſoon. as he could. In ſhort, - no delay 
being on either hand, both armies ſoon met at 
Actium, a little town ſtanding upon the ſouth 
ſide of the mouth of the Amwbracian gulph in 
Epirus. | 

On the north ſide of the ftreights entering 
this gulph, lay encamp'd 0Zavianus's army, 
which place, in remembrance of his victory, he 
afterwards ere&ed into a city, and called it N;- 
copolis, that is The city of victory; and an the 
ſouth ſide were drawn up the main body of 
Anthony's army, both their fleets being ſtation- 
ed within a mile's diſtance of one another, and 
within fight of the land. | 

Canidus, who commanded all Anthony's for- 
ces by land, begg' d him not to hazard the trial 
of the day by ſea, where, being inferior to 
0Favianus in the number of his ſhips, many 
of which he had been obliged to burn for want 
of hands, as well as expert ſailors to navigate 
them; it would be a difficult matter to aſcer- 


0 > . \ . 
tain the victory. His counſel, therefore, was, 


to decamp from Actium, and take the road in- 
to Thrace or Macedonia, where, ſhould they 
come to a battle by land, their ſuperior force 
might entirely defeat the enemy. This advice 
(which was certainly the beſt that could be gl- 
ven at that junEture) ſeemed very plauſible to 
Aut hon); but Cleopatra, in whom, to his ruin, 
he repoſed all his confidence, over-ruled it, 
and would have the conteſt decided at ſea. 
Accordingly, on the ſecond of September, in 
the year of the world 3973, both fleets came 
to a Cloſe engagement, and ſo gallantly deba- 
ted it, that ſucceſs ſeem*d to hang even, till 
the ſtrumpet Cleopatra deſerted him, and kick d 
up the beam. TY Et 
The confuſion and din of a battle ſpread 
ſuch a dread before her (who had never been 
accuſtomed to any thing but the ſoftneſſes of 3 
court), that ſhe immediately commanded all her 
own ſquadron, conſiſting of fixty ſtout men 9. 
war, to draw off for a convoy, and make 4! 
the ſail they cou'd with her towards Peloponne- 


ſus, Anthony ſeeing his miſtreſs make ſo qo 
e 


n 
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a retreat, threw himſelf into the arms of de- 
ſpair, and follow'd her; | 161 5 

Though this flight of Anthony had left no 
room for Octavianus to doubt of obtaining the 


victory, yet he found he was, inch by inch, to 


gain it; for Ant hony's navy, however cowardly 
deſerted by their maſter, diſputed it, notwith= 
ſtanding, valiantly, till dark night made them 
deſiſt. Nor did Ofavianus know, till next 
morning, that he had obtain'd a thorough vic- 
cory : Then, indeed, he ſent a part of his fleet 
in queſt of Anthony and Cleopatra. But the 
ſquadron commanded out in purſuit of thoſe 
jngitives, finding it was not poſſible to over- 
take them, ſoon tack'd about, and came back 
again to Offavianus. 


Anthony and Cleopatra arrived in three days 6 


time at Zænatus in Laconia; during all which 
ſpace, though on board her ſhip, yet he did 
not ſee her, but ſeating himſelf in the prow of 


the veſſel, with his head reclined upon his 


knees, muſed away the voyage in cutting 
thoughts, the retinue of a guilty mind. How- 
ever, when at this place he came to renew his 
acquaintance with her, the ſight of her made 


him ſoon forget his wretchedneſs, and they con- 
tiuued to hve at bed and board together, as 


before. = | 
Whilſt he ſtay'd at Tænuarus, many of his 


friends reſorted to him; at the ſame time, ſe- 


veral of his ſhips, that got clear from the fight 
ar Actium, came in ſafe to the port, bringing an 
account of the final overthrow of his fleet. 
But as they informed him, likewiſe, that his 
land-forces were ſtill entire, he ſent orders to 
their commanding officer to conduct them, by 
the neareſt way, into Aa, where he had for- 
med a reſolution to continue the war. 

Canidias forthwith obey'd the meſſage, mar- 
ching with all the ſpeed that the preſent caſe 
requir'd; but Ocfavianus coming up with him 
by the evening of the ſeventh day, he infa- 
moully repair*d by night to athony. The for- 
ces ſeeing themſelves thus abandoned by their 
leader, made a general ſubmiſſion to Ofavia- 
ns, and were kindly received by. him, as an 
additional ſtrength to his own army. ' , 
Among the Romans thar eſpouſed Anthony's 
fide, ſome were taken into mercy, ſome had 
mulcts impoſed upon them, and others were 
adjudged to death, as paſt behaviour upon their 
part, and intereſt. upon his own, ſeemed to di- 
rect. In the number of the latter was Caſſius 
Tarmenſis, the laſt ſurviving perſon of all the 
lixty aſſaſſins that had dipp'd their ſwords in 
the bowels of Cæſar, and it came to his turn 
now to die in as miſerable and violent a man- 
ner as the others had done ſome time before. 
Caſſius Parmenſis, after the defeat at Allium, 
retired to Athens, where, having ſeen a ghoſt 
in the ſame dreadful figure, as appeared to Bru- 


% at Philippi, he was ſoon atter diſcovered, 


and ſeized, by an order from 0Zavianus, and 
gnominouſly put to death. | | 

. As to the foreign troops that had embarked 
in the cauſe of Anthony, after the determina- 
don of his fate at AMAlium, they all fled with 
Precipitation to their reſpective countries, and 
irom thence moK of them ſued for peace, and 


had it, of 0fFavianus. Several of their prin- 
ces, however, he diveſted of authority,and put 
others in their room; but on all of them, as 
well as the Roman cities that had oppoſed him, 
he inflicted conſiderable fines, and by this 


means enabled himſelf to defray the charges of 


the war. 


. In the interim, Cleopatra, impatient to revi- 


ſit her own country, took to her ſhips, and 


ſailed to Alexandria, where, being arriv'd, ſhe 


made her entry into the harbour with ſuch a 
ſglendid appearauce, and ſhining enſigns of ho- 
nour, as fully weedled the people into an o- 
pinion that the was returned with victory, 


This ſtratagem had the deſired effect: The ci- 


ty, with joy, opened. their gates ro her, and 
ſhe found herſelf reinſtated in the ſovereign 
dominion of Agypt; and ſoon after revolving 
in her own wicked heart, that the calamitous 
ſtate of her affairs could not be long a ſecret, 
and that thence ſuch a diſturbance might ariſe 
as would ſhake the foundations of her king- 
dom, ſhe cauſed ſentence of death to be inſtant- 
ly executed upon all thoſe of the grandees 
whom ſhe knew, or but apprehended, to be diſ- 
affested to herr. . | 
During theſe. machinations of Cleopatra, An- 


thony had convey'd 'himſelt into Lybia ; where 


having formerly left an army under the con- 
duct of Pinarius Scarpus, as a ſafeguard to 
the weſtern limits of AÆgypt, he propoſed to 
make uſe of theſe forces for his preſent occa- 
ſions. Bur as adverſity ſeldom meets with ei- 
ther friendſhip or gratitude, he found, upon 
his arrival thicher, that Scarpus and all his 
men had deſerted to Offavianus. This unex- 
pected accident gave ſuch a blow to all the 
powers of his mind, that had not ſome of his 
moſt truſty dependants come in ſpeedily to his 
relief, he would have fallen upon his own 
ſword, and killed himſelf. „ - 
Anthony, convinced that every thing now 


tended to his ruin, made what haſte he could 


to Alexandria, all the proſpect he had. left 
being center'd in Cleopatra. Upon his coming 
to Alexandria, he would not, at firſt, be per- 
ſuaded to ſee the queen; but, retiring to a lit = 
tle houſe near Hharus (which he call'd Timo- 
aium, from Timon, the man-hater), and renoun- 
cing all intercourſe with mankind, he there en- 
deavoured to beguile his melancholick hours, 
by pouring out execrations againſt the. whole 
race, for the. fault of a few that had been trai- 
tors to him. 3 

Whilſt Anthony continued in this ſolitary 
mood, Cleopatra had been forming a deſign 
how to convey her ſhips from the Mediterranean 
over an iſthmus (or neck of land) of ſeventy 
miles, to the Red Sea; for ſhe was reſolved to 
embark all her riches, and contrive an eſcape 
from 0Favianus. But the Arabians, at the in- 
ſtance of Didius (who then held Syria as go- 
vernor, under OFavianus), prevented the ex- 
ecution of this grand project, by ſetting fire to 
all her ſhips. 3 


-. Anthony having by this time ſpir out all his 


malice and ſpleen againſt the world, and find- 
ing no remaining appetite to detain him in the 
abovementioned lovely way of life, he * 
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| | fore returned to the court of Cleopatra, whete her family from the thraldom in which the ty- 

| [ he ſpent the broken reſidue of it in the fame rant kept it, Alexandra, I fay, agitated with 
1 infamous diverſions that had before alienated theſe thoughts, intreated Hyrcanus her father 

! from him the hearts of all his friends, to retire to ſome place of ſecurity, and there 


|} | During theſe revellings in Ægypt, Ofavia- . reſerve himſelf for better days. And, to this 
| nus was worthily employ'd in putting Greece purpoſe, her advice was, that, he ſhould write 
yg and Leſſer Afja in a poſture of defence; which to Malchus, king of Arabia Fetrea, ſolliciting 
done, he went to Samos, where he concluded a ſafe retreat within his kingdom. Hyrcanns, 
to paſs the winter : But having, after the vic= who was by nature indolent, and averſe to 
Fl . tary at Actium, disbanded a great part of his trouble, rejected, at firſt, her propoſitions ; 
forces without paying them their arrears,” this bur, at laſt, yielding to her importunities, he 
duced a tumult when they came into Italy, writ to Malchus, by Doſit heus, brother to Jo- 
| which Azrippa (whom he had appointed toquaſh /eph, whom Herod had put to death. 
C it) found himſelf in no capacity to appeaſe. This Do/theus, whoſe fidelity prince r- 
Octavianus was therefore forced, in the midſt canus had no reaſon to doubt, thinking that a 
of a tempeſtuous winter, to make all the ſpeed proper occafion was now come into his hands to 
be con'd to Brunduſium. reconcile himſelf to Herod, went and deliver'd 
Octavianus was here welcomed by the ſenate the letter to him. Upon opening the letter, 
and moſt of the quality of Rome. As ſoon as Herod found, his defire was, that Machus 
he had diſpatch'd theſe ceremonies and things ſhould ſend a guard to conduct him to a place 
of courſe, the mutineers were immediately aſ- agreed on. This done, he ſealed up the letter 
ſembled, and (by a ſeaſonable application of again, and, returning it to Dœſtheus, bid him 
money to ſome, diſtribution of lands to others, carry it to Malchas. 
| and a faithful promiſe of ſpeedy payment to the Dojitheus having perform'd as directed, ſoon 
3 reſt) ſoon quieted and brought to a better came back with an anſwer from Malchus, im- 
' i mind. And 0Favianus kept his word to them. porting, that he would receive Hyrcanus with 
= (this I mention to his honour, becauſe it is a pleaſure, and, alſo, all his friends; and a ſuſh- 
thing not very common with great men); for, cient party of men ſhould be forthwith ſent, 
after the reduction of Ægypt, he paid them, our to bring them ſafe into his country. Which 
of the plunder of that country, not only what anſwer of Malchus being read by Herod, tigr- 
he had promiſed them, but gave them many canus was ſent for, and demanded what agree- 
5 | other gifts beſides. Affairs being thus ſet to ment he made with Machus. At the fame in- 
1 | rights in Ttaly, where he ſtay'd but thirty days, ftant Herod deliver'd him the letter, and order- 
— 


A . 8 * 
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he entered into a reſolution to direct his voy- ed him to be put to death. L 
age into the gulph of Corinth, which would at This end had Hyrcanus, by a ſictitious plot, 
once give him a quicker return, and ſave him after having paſs'd the eightieth year ot his 
from the tempeſts of the ſea round Peloponne- age, and a more uncommon ſcene ot viciſſitude 
fus. On his arrival thither, he had his ſhip to than moſt princes meer with. He was exalted 
draw over the iſthmus of Feloponneſus, and to the office of high-prieſt of the Fews under 
thence repaſſed, by the neareſt way, into the reign of Alexandra his mother, and ſuc- 
. f ceeded her after wards in the kingdom; but 
In the mean time, the miſconduct of Aathony being diſpoſſeſs'd by his brother Ariſtobulus, 
at Actium had thrown Herod into great perplex- he was, after an abdication of three months, 
ities. He reflected, that he owed his all to reinſtated in the throne by Pompey, and from 
him, and had therefore ſtill faithfully ſerved hence, downwards, enjoyed it forty years. 
him; but when he conſidered, on the other Laſt of all, he was outed of the crown by An- 
hand, that Anthony's caufe was ſunk below a tigonns, who cut off his ears, and ſent him, in 
poſſibility of retrieving, this thought ſtagger d baniſnment, to Parthia ; from which place, 
the ſtrongeſt beams ot his reſolution. Howe- being artfully perſuaded by Herod to return in- 
ver, that he might not be wanting in a ſpecious to Fudea, he was by him finally cut oft, be- 
excuſe to the world for any thing that was on cauſe he had a title to the regal digaity that 
his part to follow, he ſignified by a letter ro ſeemed to throw ſhame upon his o Ww. 
Anthony, that if he would ſave himſelf from Herod having thus rid himſelf of Hyreanus, 
ruin, he muſt Inſtantly put Cleopatra to death. turned his thoughts towards making & viſit to 
This expedient, continued he, ww poſſeſs you of Octavianus at Rhodes; and, to that end, be- 
all her treaſures, and of conſequence enable you cauſe he could not fortel what might be che 
to make an houourable peace. But Anthony,ac- iſſue of his journey, omitted no precaution ne- 
2 to Herod's forecaſt, could not bring ceſſary to ſettle the quiet, and eſtabliſh the ſuc- 
himſelf to a reliſh of ſuch a cruel advice; and ceſſion of the kingdom. The, government 0! 
ſoon after Herod declared openly for OfFavia- all affairs was entruſted: with his brother Phe- 
nus, by intercepting ſome ſuccours that were roras. pros, his mother, and Salome, his 


going to the aſſiſtance of Anthony. Which ſtep, ſiſter, he committed to the fortreſs of Maſſads; . 

he judged, would ſucceſſively pave his way to and MHariamne, together with her mother A : 

the friendſhip of Octavianus. | andra, were ſent to the caſtle of Alexandrit - . 

While this was a doing, Alexandria, the under the care of Fo/eph, treaſurer of his hol, 7 
daughter of Hyrcanus, and mother of Mari- thold, and Sohemus, two men in whom hehe 

amne, limning to her ſelf, from the ſucceſs of always repoſed an entire confidence. Wich q 


Offavianus, a near proſpect of revenge againſt theſe he left a poſitive order, if miſchief ſhud 
Herod, or, at leaft, an opportunity to deliver befal himſelf,” to put Mariamne and Alexandes | 
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to death, the moment ſuch news arrived, and 
to aſſiſt Pheroras in ſecuring the kingdom to 
his children, | 
Affairs being thus regulated in the moſt firm 
manner he could think of, he ſet out for 
Rhodes; where, being arrived, he waited upon 
Octavianus, diſtinguiſhing with every royal or- 
nament, the diadem excepted ; and, with the 
moſt conſummate aſſurance, talked to him in 
this manner: © I have, io he, always obſerv- 
ed an inviolable attachment for the perſon and 
* real intereſt of Anthony; and I would, to the 
© utmolt of my power, have preſerved to the 
empire of the world for him: But his com- 
mand ſent me againſt the Arabians, when my 
* inclination led me to join my forces his, 
and oppoſe you. And being thus unable to 
* ſerve his cauſe in perſon, I have continued to 
* ſupply him with both arms and money. After 
the blow at Actium, I gave him the beſt ad- 
© vice his deſperate ſtate could bear: I bid him 
© remove Cleopatra, ſeize her kingdom, and 
make peace. But Anthony diſregarded my 
* counſel. Be, therefore, fo good as to forget 
t what has formerly paſſed between him and 
me, and bring your ſelf to make an experience 
*of my frienſhip; you will ſoon find I am a 
man who take all opportunities ro oblige my 
benefactor. Anthony is undone ; his name 
* obliterated in years. Be Kindneſs and love 
your part, and duty and obedience mine. 
Octavianus was ſo moved with this free ad- 
dreſs and generoſity of Herod, that he took 
him into his intimate friendſhip, bid kim reſume 
his crown, and demanded of him no other te- 
ſtimonies of reſpect and adherence, then he had 
formerly ſhewn to Anthony. After which, he 
entertain'd him with all poſſible marks of ho- 
nour, and, as a farther. demonſtration of fincere 
eſteem, got him, by a decree of the ſenate, 
confirm'd in the ſovereignty of Fader. : 
Herod having, in acknowledgment of the 
great reſpect thew*d him, made Ofavianus and 
his courtiers ſuch vaſt preſents as ſeem'd even 
to ſurpaſs his power, haſted back into his own 
country to give his friends an account of an 
event full ot joy, ſucceſs, and honour. But, 
on his arrival, inſtead of the pleaſure he ex- 
pected, anguiſh and vexation redoubled upon 
him from the reflectious of Mariamne and A- 
/*x91dra. Theſe princeſſes concluded they had 
for a long time been kept in priſon unde a'co- 
lourable pretext ; nor could all Herbd's gloſſes 
extinguith their reſentment. Ing | 
Mariamne, in his abſence, having often, and 
with horror, reflected upon the former order 
be had left wich his brother Joſeph, was diſpo- 
ed to believe that a command of the ſame cru- 
el nature lay now conceal'd in the breaſt of 
hem; and being a woman of great wit and' 
genetoſity, ſhe ſoon found a way, by preſents, 
woe Ret obliging offices, to diſlodge it: 
hich freſh diſcovery added to the other tra- 
dedies he had acted upon her family, made 
15 korget the husband, and * look upon 
man, who took delight only in him as a 
murder. FS. 3h 8 5 
: 2 this was one reaſon that when Herod 
avraced her with all the tranſports of an en- 


In aflection, and related to her the ſuc- 


ceſsful iſſue of his affairs, ſhe received him 


with the utmoſt ind ifference, and appear d more 


dejected than pleaſed, at the account he gave 
her. Hereupon, followed a viciſſitude of tur- 
bulent paſſions in his mind, one minute burning 
with love to her, and the next worked up into 
ſuch a rage, that he could hardly with-hold 
himſelt from ſlaying her. 
* Whilſt Herod was thus alternately toſs'd be- 
tween love and fury, Cypros and Salome, his 
mother and ſiſter, who had ever embraced all 
opportunities thar might diſtreſs Mariamne, 
greedily faſtened upon this occaſion to com- 
pleat her ruin. They blacken'd her with all 
the calumnies and aſperſions that could, in their 
opinion, be of moſt weight, to conſummate 
their purpoſe ; and, at laſt, ſo far prevail'd; 
that, from an exceſs of love, they brought him 
to hate and deteſt her heartily. i 
Ofavianus reſolving with all ſpeed to finiſh 
the war againſt Anthony and Cleopatra, had ſent 
orders to Cornelius Gallus, his lieutenant in 
Lybia and rene, to enter Agypt with his ar- 
my on that hand, whilſt he himſelf, paſſing 
through Leſſor Aſia into Syria, was to Invade 
it on the other. Herod receiv d him at Fole= 
mais, with inexpreſſible magnificence, accom- 
modating the whole army with plenty of pro- 
viſions; inſomuch, that his liberality ſuttained 
them till they came into Ægypt: Belides, he 
made OFavianus a preſent of eight hundred ta- 
lents. And by theſe acts of hoſpitality and 
munificence he acquired the reputation of be- 
ing the moſt liberal and generous prince in all 
Ajaa. 5 | 
In the mean time, Anthony and Cleopatra 
were not deficient to themſelves in trying all 
expedients that ſeem'd of uſe to reconcile em 
to Odtavianus. Thrice they ſent an embally 
to mediate a peace with him, bur ftill without 
ſucceſs. They made him an offer to accept of 
any terms he ſhould impoſe upon them, and, 
provided he would condeſcend to leave Cleo- 
patra's children in the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
Axypt, they expreſs'd a readineſs to reſign 


themſelves to an obſcure life in any part of the 


world he ſhould appoint. OfFavianus, as far 
as concerned Anthony, would hearken to no 
propoſals ; but, with regard to Cleopatra, he 
arttully gave out ſome room for hope. He 
conſidered with himſelf, that, ſhould he drive 
her to deſpair, ſuch a conſequence would de- 
prive him both of her perſon and treaſure, the 
latter of which he eagerly longed for, to.ena- 
ble him ſatisfy the debts contracted by the 
war; and her perſon he wanted, to do honour 
to his triumph at Rome. TE 
Self-intereſt, therefore, obliging 0F/a17s 
to beware of making Cleopatra deſperate, he 
ſent her many kind meſſages, and, among the 
reſt, an aſſurance of his jriendſhip if ſhe would 
diſpatch Anthony. But though Ceopatra could 
not be induced to put Anthony to death, yet, 
after this overture from Ofavianus, ſhe went 
on to betray him in every thing elſe. 
Upon Ofavianus's arrival at Peluſium (which 
was a very ſtrong place, and might have held 
out a long time), it was, by Cleopatra's order, 
ſurrender*d to him, without one blow ſtruck in 
its defence. Pelu/ium and Peritonium were the 
wa” two 


5 


two keys of Agypt, and no land- army could 
make an impreſſion upon the country but thro' 
one of them. Anthony, confiding the in ſtrength 
of the firſt, which guarded the eaſtern part of 
Agppt, was gone to the weſtern ſide, with a 
view to recover and ſecure Peritonium. The 
army, which defended the Place, had before 
been under the command of Anthony, till drawn 
away from him by the treachery of Scarprs. 
He therfore flatter'd himſelf, that, upon fight 
of him, they would return to their duty, and 
give up the city to him. But Cornelius Gallus 
(which OFavianus had appointed to command 
there inſtead of Scarpus) foreſeeing that An- 
thony would endeavour to make a ſpeech to the 
ſoldiers, had given orders, in caſe of ſuch an 
attempt, to keep blowing with all their trum- 
ts, till he himſelf had by main force drove 
im from the walls. Accordingly, Anthony 
made the experiment, and was beat back with 
a great ſlaughter of his men ; and, to haſten on 
the deſtruction of Anthony, Gallus having over 
night ſunk chaivs in the mouth of his port, he 
let all A»thony's fleet come into it without ma- 
king any reſiſtance, But, on their being failed 
in, having pulled up the chains, and torced 
them to a ſtretch upon the ſurface of the wa- 


ter, ſo as to prevent their eſcape, he immedi- 


ately fell upon them both by ſea and land, and 
took, or deſtroy'd every one of them. 


After this defeat, Anthony went back to ſe- 


cure Alexandria againſt Octavianus; where en- 
countering with Ocfavianus's horſe, that had 
been tir*d out with a long march, he put 'em 
preſently to flight: But falling in afterwards 
with the foot, he loſt the day, and was com- 
pelled to fly into the city for reſuge. Nothing 
now remained for him to do, but to make one 
virgorous puſh at ſea, where, ſhould he be van- 
quiſhed, he determined with the remainder to 
fail to Spain. But the two fleets were no 
ſooner drawn up in the line of battle, than Au- 
thony*s fleet deſerted to the enemy. Hereup- 
on, Anthony returning into the city, the firſt 
news that met him was, that all his army, both 
horſe and foot, were gone over to Offavianns. 
Anthony being by this time made ſenſible 
that this general revolt of his men was owing 
to the clandeſtine dealings of Cleopatra, and re- 
collecting, too, that all his miſcarriages, from 
firſt to laſt, could be traced no higher than 
the ſame origin; he poured his heart out in 
ſtrong exclamations againſt her. Upon this, 
Cleopatra, dreading his reſentment, repaired to 
a Curious monument, that had been, at her own 
charge, erected near the temple of /s. In 
the ſame place, ſhe had, before, depoſited the 
moſt valuable part of her treaſure ; and thither 
having now convey 'd her ſelf, together with one 
eunuch, and two maids, ſhe made a report go 
that ſhe was dead. LEE. 
As ſoon as this news was told to Anthony, 
he fell upon his ſword ; but that not diſpatch- 
ing him inſtantly, and getting notice that Cle- 
opatra was alive, he was, at his own earneſt 
deſire, carried to the monument ; where, bein 
with ropes pulled up to her, by her ſelf, her 
eunuch, and the two maids, he ſoon after ex- 
pired in her arms, on the firſt of Auguſt; ſur- 
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viving the fight at Adtium no more than eleven - 


months. 


He was a man of great eloquenee; of a - 


courteous and munificent nature, moſt facetious 
in convetſation, and expert in military affairs, 


but extremely debauch'd and addicted to wo- 


men. By this low paſſion, he was drove by 


Cleopatra to his ruin, like an ox to the ſlaugh- 


ter. Out of ſelf intereſt, ſhe firſt ſubmitted 
her body to his libidinous will; and ſelf-in- 
tereſt, at laſt, made her give him up to deſtru- 
ction, that ſhe might have a probability to ſerve 
her ſelf. But hope and expectation failed her: 


For as foon as Offavianus had made himſelf 


maſter of her wealth, and perſon, he immedi- 
ately neglected her. | 
Cleopatra, who had formerly with her art 
and charms bound the hearts of mighty con- 
querors, was warm'd at firſt into indignation 
at this indifference of Ofavianus ; but when 
ſhe found, by a private hand, that ſhe was to 


be ſenr, within three days, to Rome, in order 


to be made a light at the triumphal- proceſſion 


of Of avianus, her ſpirit fell too low to ſup- . 


port the thought. A brave mind can never 


ſink under affliction, or dream of ſeeking a re- 


medy for it in death: It is the coward, alone, 
that can renounce humanity ſo far as to be its 
own executioner. | 

To prevent a trifling diſgrace, which, by the 
bye, would not have added much honour. to 
Ot avianus, Cleopatra formed a deſign to mur- 


1 


der her ſelf; and, to this purpoſe, having pro- 


vided ſome aſps, which are a ſort of ſnakes no 


where to be met with but in Hiia and Agypr, 


whoſe bite inſtantly throws the patient into a 
lethargy, and kills within three hours; ſhe 


provoked one of them to bite her, and ſo died 


in the thirty-ninth year of her age, and twenty- 
ſecond of her reign. if 

She was a princeſs of rare wit, and many ſu- 
perior qualities, but, at the ſame, time, ſo rid 
and commanded by covetouſneſs, that there 
was no one vice ſhe would not readily go into 
to gratify it. Avarice was the bad that made 
her firſt turn merchant of her body, and the 
root from. whence ſprung all the other branches 
of her wickedneſs. She was a perfect miſtreſs 
of Greek and Latin, and well ſeen, too, in the 
Fewiſh, Athiopicł, and Aratian languages: In 
ſhort, ſhe could give audience to the people of 
ten different nations, without making uſe of an 
interpreter, and return each of them an anſwer 


readily, in their own language. Her death put 


an end to the houſe of the Prolmoy's, which 
had ſwayed the ſcepter in Zgypt two hundred 


and ninety-four years. 

The conqueſt of Z#zypt being thus eaſily 
compleated, Ofavianus abolithed its ancient 
form of government, and made it a Roma® 
province ; in which ſtate it afterwards continu'd 
for the ſpace of ſix hundred and ſeyenty years, 
when the Saracens diſpoſſeſs'd the Romans, 
the year of our Lord 641. 

The civil wars being now brought to a fil 
period; ſuſpicion and 3 that commonly al. 
ſiſt at the cabinet of moſt great men, were not 
backward, at this juncture, to remind Ocfavic. 


nus of removing out of the way all 9 
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any diſturbance. The principal men of all 
that he put to death, were Cæſarion, Fulius 
Ceſar's ſon by Cleopatra, Antyllus, Anthony's 


eldeſt fon by Fulvia, and Ofavianns's own ſon 


in law, and Canidius, the general of Anthony's 
forces. "Thoſe who were leſs formidable, but 
yet of note enough to deſerve ſome regard, 


had only their eſtates . taken from them, and 


their perſons delivered over to poverty; and 
to the reſt, and greateſt part. of them, being 
'alrogether below his notice, he gave a general 
ardon. 2 1 | 
Though Anthony's deſtruction was the ſtep 
by which Ofavianys mounted into the Roman 
monarchy, yet three emperors; deſcended from 
Anthouy, afterwards obtain'd it. For Anthony 
having by Octavia two daughters; Antonia ma- 
jor, and Antonia minor, the latter was the 
grandmother of Caligula, and mother of Glau- 
dius, who ſucceeded Caligula; and the former 
was the grandmother of Vero. 
 Oftavianus ated by the reſt of Anthony's 
children with great humanity. He made An- 
101,6, the. younger brother of Antyllus, one of 
his principal tavourites, and beſtowed upon him 
in marriage one_of his own nieces : Nor did he 


withdraw his friendſhip from him, till ingrati- 


tude hurried him into a criminal correſpon- 
dence with Julia, his benefactor's only 
daughter, and made Ofavianus conlign him 
over to death. 1 | | | 
Cctavianuss being in this country, deſired to 
do Apis, whom the Agyprians worſhipped in 
the form of an ox, the honour of a viſit; J 
have, ſaid he, always preſerved a due regard 
and reverence for the gods, but I will never be 
broug ht to worſſ ip beaſts. Neither could they 
get him perſuaded to take a view of the monu- 
ments of their former kings. But he expreſs'd 
a great forwargneſs to ſee the ſepulchre of A- 
lexander the Great; and, accordingly, going, 
ſurvey'd the body, as it lay embalm'd, and 
kept in a cover of glaſs. It had, at firſt, been 
depoſited in a go den caſe; but that being ſa- 
crilegiouſly ſtolen, in the manner under- men- 
tioned, the glaſs coffin was atterwards made to 
ſupply the place. 
Alexander were by Odtavianus ſprinkled with 
all poſſible marks of honour. 
Ptolemy Auletes, king of Agypt, being by 
the people expell'd the kingdom on account of 
his tyranny and oppreſſion, the ſtates of Agypt 
ſer Berenice, his daughter, upon the throne ; 
and, to confirm her therein, they ſent an invi- 
tation into ria to Amiochus Aſiaticus, who 
was the neareſt male heir of the royal houſe of 
Agypr, to come to Alexandria, and eſpouſe 
Berenice, and there reign in conjunction with 
her. But finding that Antiochus was dead, they 
made the ſame propoſal to Seleucus Cibioſactes, 
his younger brother, which he gladly accepting, 


torthwich came into /Exypt,: and married her. 


owever, his. own ſordid temper would not 
dug permit him to congratulate himſelf upon 
us new acceſſion of honour, for being cove- 
tous and baſe-ſpirited to an exceſs, and by this 
low biaſs drove to ſtick at nothing, he ar laſt 
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Which infamous a&, ſuperaddi 


And theſe: poor remains of 


thecontrary ſide, as might afterwards give him open'd the ſepulchre of Alexander, and wicked- 


ly  deſpoil'd the body of its golden caſe: 
to his other 
crimes, ſo .intens'd his wife Berenice againſt 
him, that ſhe put him to death. | obs 
As ſoon as Herod had intelligence of the, 
death of Anthony and Cleopatra, and that the 
conqueror Octavianus was determin'd to paſs 
through Syria, Leſſer Aſia, and Greece, and 
thence return to Rome; he immediately ſet out, 
(having, as before, recommended Mariamne to 
the cuſtody of Sohemas) on a journey for A- 
Opt, where Ofavianus welcomed him with 
much honour and benefaction. He preſented 
him with four hundred men, that had formerly 
ſerv'd as guards to the perfon of Cleopatra, 
and reſtor'd him the rich plains of Fericho, 
which Anthony had wreſted from him for the 
ſake of Cleopatra. He alſo gave him Gadara, 
Hippon, and Samaria, with all their dependen- 
cies; and, towards the ſea-coaſt, the fortreſſes 
of Gaza, Anthedon, Foppa, and the tower of 
Straton; which were an addition of very, great 
weight tu the power and ſtrength of his domi- 
nions. ä | 
Herod attended Ofavianus as far as Antioch, 
and from thence return'd to Jeruſalem, where 
having, in complaiſance to the call of his own 
heart, made another viſit to Mariamne, he 
found, that time, which ſerves as a cure to 
ſome other maladies, had, notwithſtanding, in- 
creas'd her ſpite and averſion to him. His love 
was made the theme of her raillery, and the 
moſt endearing method he could take, anſ{wer*'d 
with nothing but loud complaints. This ticat- 
ment, however cutting to him, he had for ſome 
time bore patiently, flattering himſelt ſhe 
wou'd one day or other drop her reſentment, 
and be friends with him. At length, being, on 
a certain occaſion, retir*d into his bed-chamber 
to repole himſelf, he ſent his humble requeſt 
to Mariamne, to come and place herſelt by 
him. She, indeed, gave him her company, 
bur then, inſtead of admitting his careſſes, 
loaded him with bitter reproaches for the 
murder of her father and brother. Rage had 
now engroſs'd the man to ſuch an extravagant 
pitch, that he was juſt going to ſlay her, 
when one of his own domeſticks, for this pur- 
poſe hir'd by Salome, his ſiſter, raſh*d into 
the room, acculing Mariamne of having 
proffer*d him a large ſum of money to poiſon 
his majeſty. And Herod demanding what ſort 
of poiſon it was, The queen, ſaid the fellow; 
intended it ſhould be adminifter'd in a draught ; 
but what was: to be infuſed in this draught, 
ſhe did not ſay, deſiring me only to preſent it. 
And now, continued he, having diſcharged my 
duty, I leave it with your majeſty to take proper 
meaſures to prevent the conſequence. 
Hereupon, the tyrant immediately call'd 
for her tavourite enunch, in whom, he_was 
ſenſible, Mariamne repos'd all her confidence, 
and ordering him to be put to the rack, 
in the midſt of extreme torment he con- 
feſs'd, that Mariamne s diſdain proceeded 
from ſomething Sohemus had told her. At 
theſe words, Herod roar d out, Sohemus muſt 
7%} ev” | Have 


have violated my bed before be could diſcloſe 


my ſecret; and then gave an order for his im- 
mediate execution. Nor would the death of 
Sohemns quench his rage; bur, having aſſem- 
bled ſuch of his judges as he knew were ſuſ- 
ceptible of a proper impreſſion, and brought 
Mariamne upon her defence, he there in per- 
ſon charged her, with ſo much wrath and 
vehemence, that all the world ſaw there was no 
conteſting with power, nor means to ſave her 
Me. | | if 

After ſentence had paſs'd upon her, the peo- 
ple could not bring themſelves to believe that 


he would precipitate the execution. But Sa- 


Jome, his uſual bellows in all acts of miſchief, 
would hearken to no reprieve. o detain her 
in pr ſon, ſhe infiſted, would excire a rebellion 
in ber behalf, and of conſequence ſhake his 
throne. She therefore earneitly pray'd him to 
ter the law have its courſe. Hereupon, the 
tyrant (to whom fear had always been prime 
counſellor) ſign*d an order to put her inſtantly 
to death. | 

Length of time having abated that depth of 
grief which had thrown Orcdes, king of Par- 
t hia, into a ſtate of diſtract ion, and conſequent- 
ly reſtor'd him, in ſome degree, to his ſenſes; 
he remain'd, for ſome days, in great ſuſpence, 
and unable to determine whom of his furviving 
ſons he ſhould nominate to ſucceed him: And 
the choice falling, at laſt, upon Phrates, the 
firſt-born of thirty fons, who were all at this 
time grown up, this moſt flagitious fellow, rhe 
moment he was inveſted with the royal aut ho- 
rity, murder'd ſuch of his brothers as were the 
grand- children of the king of $ria, becauſe 
their high birth, and ſuperior merit, offended 
him. "This monſter proceeded, next, to put to 
death his father, by giving him an intuſion of 
hemlock; but Orodes happening then to be ill 
of a dropſy, it had quite another effect than 


what the rogue intended; for, inſtead of pro- 


ving deadly, it firſt afteQed him with a giddi- 
neſs in his head, and foon after operated ſo vi- 
olently, both by vomit and ſtool, that it rid him 
thoroughly of his diſeaſe. This project failing 
him, he gave orders to fmother him in his bed, 
He next diſpatch'd all the reſt of his brothers, 
and, laftly, after numberloſs other cruelties, 
flew his own fon, fear ſuggeſting to him that 
the peopte, who hated him, would advance the 
young man to his throne, Tre | 

In the interim, Anthony being inform'd that 
Phranates had incurr'd the odium of- all his ſub- 
jects, and an mated, too, by the ſucceſsful ex- 
pedition of one of his lieuteuants againſt the 
Armenians, Iberians, and Abauiaus, he begun 
to. promiſe himſelf a thorough conqueſt of the 
Parthians. Having, therefore, got all things 
in readineſs for the expedition, he march'd his 
army to the. neareſt paſſage over the Euphra- 


tes; but, on his arrival there, finding the ene- 


my prepared to diſpute it with him, he imme- 
diately alter'd his rout, and led his forces into 
America, whither he had been before invited 
by Artabazes, king of that country. His view 
in this journey was to make war upon the 
MN des; and, had not Artabazes dealt treache- 
ouſly by him, might undoubtedly have ſuc 
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ceeded : For this traitor, in whom Anthony's 
want of skill in the geography of the road o- 
blig'd him to confide, put him upon a march 
of at leaſt a thouſand miles, before he brought 
him to the confines of Media: By which 
means, the feaſon was too far advanced, as well 
as the ſoldiers were roo much diſpirited, to un- 
dertake any thing. Notwithſtanding theſe dif- 
ficulties, he would needs march three hundred 
miles farther, and lay ſiege to the capital of 


Media, Being arrived at Vera, which was a 


very ſtrong city, he could do no more than 
throw his wiſhes at it: For the love-ſick fool, 
whoſe thoughts were all center'd in the breaſt 
of Cleopatra, had left all his military engines 
behind, under the conduct of Statianus, and a 
guard of ten thouſand men, to the end he 
might make the more quick haſte, and return 
the ſooner to his beloved. | 
The enemy underſtanding the incapacity he 
had thruſt himſelt into, without minding him, 
marched on to 1atercept the convoy that guar- 
ded the battering rams,” and other implements 
of uſe in a fiege,. and falling upon Sratianus 
and his men, put them all to the ſword, except 
a few, who ask'd and receiv'd mercy, and car- 
ried off with them all the rams, and other en- 
gines, which Anthony had deſigned for the 
ſiege. | | 
Anthony having had an information that the 
enemy was upon a march to ſurprize Statianus, 
did all that lay in his power to prevent them; 
but as they had taken opportunity by her fore- 
lock, when Anthony came up, poor Statianus 
and all his men lay breathlefs upon the ſcene 
of action. The enemy having met here with 
a very conſiderable booty, had retir*d, in order 
to diſpoſe of it; which event being taken by 
Anthony as a reſult of | cowardice, he again ap- 
plied his mind to renew the fiege, but with no 
better ſucceſs than before: For between the 
repeated incurſions of the beſieged, and the 
daily lofles ſuſtained by foraging, he found his 
army very faſt mouldered away. And though, 
whilit he lay before the place, he had twice 
brought the enemy to a general battle, and as 
often defeated them; yet, as all their troops 
conſiſted of light horſemen, that always retir'd 
with incredible ſwiftneſs, experience convinced 
him that a victory was attended with greater 
loſs upon his ſide, than a diſcomfiture upon 
theirs. To . 
Theſe inconveniences being followed by a 
great want of proviſions, Anthony was put up- 
on a neceſſity to leave the ſiege. And having 
now three hundred miles to travel in an ene- 
my's country, before he could reach Armenia, 
this was the only part of the whole undertak- 
ing wherein he ſhewed any thing of the con- 
duct of a ſoldier. For having fpar*d no coſt to 
get true intelligence of all the motions of the 
enemy, he by this means eſcap*d all their am- 
buſhes, and was always in a military poſture 
to receive them when they came to give bat- 
tle. Eighteen times in his retreat they enga- 
ged him with their whole army, in all which 
actions he put them to flight. . 
Theſe difficulties being all ſurmounted, and 
not without very conſidecable damages to his 
- army, 
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Armenia, through which mountainous country, 
notwithitanding that it lay at that time dreu- 
ched in ſnow, he would yet, in ſpite of com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon, hold on his march; 
which raſh management added the death of 
eight thouſand men more to his, other loſſes. 
He: ſer out upon this unfortunate adventure 
with an hundred thouſand men, and did not te- 
turn with above a third part of them, ſixty 
rhouſand men, if not more, having periſhed by 

Whilit-theſe things were.a doing, Herod pre- 
fers one Anaxelns, a perſon of mean birth, and 
of no intereſt. at Jernſalem, to the dignity of 
high- prieſt, that, being a creature of his own, 
he might have nothing to fear from any influ- 
ence ot his upon affaits of ftate. But Alexan- 
dra and Mariamne, the mother and ſiſter of 


Ari ſtobulus, ſoon obliged him to, recede from 


his choice. For having, by the good offices of 
one of Anthony's ſycophants, attained the fa- 
vour of Cleopatra, neceſſity of affairs made 
Herod remore Ananelus, and put Ariſtobulns 
in his room. ÞAlexanda having gained this 
point, would unluckily proceed farther, and 
puſh by her intereſt with Cleopatra to make 
her ſon king; but Herod getting timely notice 
of her deſign, ſoon broke the neck of it, by 
procuring the death of Arifobulits, which he 
effected in this manner: After the feſtival of 
tabernacles, Herod invited him to an entertain- 
ment at Jericho, and dinner being over, ſome 
of Heroa's officers perſuaded him to walk out 
with them to a fiſh-pond, where they intended 
to bathe themſelves, 1 he young man, who 
ſuſpected no treachery, went down into the 
bath with them, but was no ſooner entered in- 
to the water, than his companions (according 
to an order previouſly received from Herod) 
immerſed him under water till they put an end 
to his life. {005 a OLAv3h.: 
Herod endeavoured to ſmooth this murder, 
in the eye of the world, under the ſpecious 
form of an accident that could not be avoided, 
and for this end appeared very ſorrowful at 
his death, and honoured him with a moſt ſump- 
tuous funeral. But all this colouring ſerved to 
no purpoſe; the people ſaw through it, and 
deteſted his cruelty. | | 
Upon Phraates his coming to the throne of 
Parthia, Hyrcanus was diſcharged out of pri- 
ſon, and permitted to reſide among his own 
countrymen the Jews; who being very rich 
and numerous in thoſe, parts, did him all the 
honours due to a king, and allowed him an 
houſhold ſuitable to the title. Bnt all this 
good uſage was nothing in the balance againſt 
his paſſionate deſire to return to Fudea ; and 
reflecting with himſelf that he had not only 
made Herod's fortune, but ſav'd his life, he tor 
theſe reaſons flatter'd his own mind that Herod 
could not but chuſe to receive him with grati- 
tude and humaniry, an ne 
With this view, Hyrcanus, having ſent: his 
eſire to Herod for his leave to return, that 
vanning veteran in murder not only granted 
s requeſt, but prevail'd with Phraates to 


Swe wy liberty to come. And thus all things 
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ſucceeding to his wiſh, Hyrcanus, though car- 
neſtly diſſuaded by all that wiſh'd him well in 
Babylonia, left his friends for an enemy, and 
came do n. 
Anthony had no ſooner made his retreat good 
into Syria, but he ſculk'd towards a caſtle in 
Phenicia, where he had appointed Cleopatra 
to meet him. On her arrival, ſhe new=cloathed 
the remains of his army, and, divided a large 
ſum of money among them, given her by An- 
thony for that purpoſe, After which, they 
took their way into Agypt, where they whil'd 
away the time according to their old libidinous 
manner. | | 1 3 
In the mean time, Sextus Pompeius being by 
the united power of Ocfavianus and Lepidus 
expell'd $:c:/y, and reduced to the neceſſity of 
ſeeking a retreat in Ma; this piece of ſucceſs 
ſo rais'd the vanity of Lepidus, that he aſcrib'd 
all ro himſelf, and wanted to debar Ocfavia- 
nus from having any thing to do with Sicily. 
Ofavianus, provok'd at this ill uſage, by cun- 
ning management got all Lepidus's army to 
forſake their general, and come over to him; 
by which means, he who bur the minute before 
enjoyed the dignity and power of a king, was 
at once pull'd down to a level with a private 
man, and ſervilely compell'd to beg his life of 
his maſter, who gave it him, but not without a 
ſentence of condemning him to baniſhment. 
Sextus Pompeius (who had for ſome time li- 
ved in a retir'd manner among the Mituleans) 
promiſing himſelf ſucceſs from Anthony's late 
unfortunate expedition, went aver into Leſſer 
Aſia, where, having gathered up a ſmall body 
of men, he made an eſſay to retrieve his con- 
dition. But fortune croſſing all his enterpri- 
zes, he was at laſt taken priſoner by Titius, 
and ſoon after put to death. And in him end- 
ed the family of Pompey the Great. 
A fit opportunity preſented itſelf now to 
Anthony of being reveng' d upon the Parthians, 
but his adulterous love let it ſlip through his 
fingers. The king of the Parthians had de- 
frauded the king of Media of his part of the 
booty which had been ſeiz'd from Anthony's 
convoy. And this produc'd to Anthony an of- 
fer from the king of Media to aid him with all 
his power againſt the Parthians. He likewiſe 
ſent him word, that a great part of the coun- 
try was up in rebellion againſt their king. An- 
thony receiv'd this news with great joy, be- 
cauſe he knew that the ſtrength of Media, in 
conjunction with his own forces, would be an 
over-match for the Parthians. Accordingly, 
he begun his march for Sia, in order to make 
the neceflary diſpoſitions for the war. In the 


* 


interm, Cleopatra having got notice that Au- 


thony”s wife was arriv'd at Athens with a deſign 
to wait on her husband, and dreading that an 
interview between them would be of fatal con- 
ſequence to herſelf, ſhe immediately took to 
her bed, ſending him uotice, that being unable 
to ſupport life without him, the pain of her 


-mind had thrown her into a fit of fickneſs, of 
which ſhe muſt - inevitably die, unleſs his good 


nature would condeſcend to return and ſave 
her. | 
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This meſſage from Cleopatra preſently un- 
mann'd the heart of Anthony, making him at 
once renounce his honour, which call'd him into 
Part bia, and forget his affection which was on- 
ly due to his wife; yet both theſe he would 
orego, rather than diſoblige a ſalacious har- 
lot, that made him the jeſt ot mankind, and re- 

arded him no farther than as a tbol to ſerve 

ber own ends. Having thus ſhamefully ended 
his expedition, and ſent his commands to his 
wife QZaiza not to come neat him, he returnꝰd 
to Alexandria, where he ſacrificed an whole 
year to the company of Cleopatra. 

Alexandra, to whom (after the murder of 
her ſon Ariſtobulus) life ſeem'd no otherwiſe 
deſireable, than as it might one day furnith her 
with an opportunity to revenge his death, ha- 
ving in ſtrong colours drawn and tranſmitted to 
Cleopatra all the circumſtances of the dearh of 
her ſon, her A#gyptian majeity, mov'd by a 
view of ſucceeding Herod's kingdom, more than 
of doing juſtice to an injured lady, got Anthony 
at laſt prevail'd upon to ſend for Herod, and 
put him upon his trial. Herod obey'd the ſum- 
mons, and waited upon Anthony and Cleopatra 
in Hria, where, having preſented his defence 
to Anthony in a round ſum of money, and pa- 
cified Cleopatra's inclination to juſtice with ſur- 
rendering Cz/o-Syria to her, he was declar'd 
innocent, and permitted to return to his own 
country. 

Theſe things being thus ſettled, let us re- 
turn again to the unhappy Mariamne, who lay 
under the ſentence of death. | 


Alexandra, Mariamne*s mother, who had hi- 


therto acted a fearleſs and intrepid part, ſunk 
of a ſudden into a moſt cowardly and unparal- 
lelPd piece of behaviour: Weakneſs ſuggeſted 
to her, that Herod's malice would fall next up- 
on her, if ſhe did not do ſomething now to re- 
gain his favour, Poſſeſs'd with this thought, 
the follow'd Mariamne all the way to her exe- 
cution, publickly taxing her with ingratitude 
to the beſt of husbands, and exaggerating her 


guilt with ſuch a burſt of clamour and outrage, 


as gave the ſpeQtators an er, the 
would at laſt come to blows. But Mariamne, 
without making any anſwer, or ſhewing the leaſt 


emotion of ſpirit, paſs'd on to encounter death, 


and thereto reſign'd with the ſame dignity of 


mind, and greatneſs of heart, that had all along 
been viſible in her life. 


Thus fell that admirable princeis; a lady, 
in virtue equal, in beauty ſuperior to all the 
women of her time: Againſt whom, the keen- 
eft malice could ſay no more, than that ſhe 
was out a little in point of diſcretion. She 
well knew ſhe had married a lawleſs tyrant, 


that delighted in blood; and ſelf- preſervation 


ſhould have made her cover up thoſe grievances 
that ſo frequently broke out into opprobrious 
words. But when it is remember'd, that he had 
waded through the bowels of her grandfather, 
her father, her brother, and her uncle, to the 
crown, and had twice commanded her death, if 
any ſuch violence was offered to himſelf, one 
would be at a loſs how to accuſe her prudence, 
or blame her reſentment. . 


of Auguſt (which was then the firſt day of the 
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Herod, whoſe paſſion for Mariamas knew ng 
bounds, held on 1n the ſame violent manner af- 
ter her death. Her departure did but aug- 
ment his love. Guilt ſtood continually imaged 
before his eyes, at the ſame time that all her 
train of executioners devour d his heart. He 
ſfigh'd and complain'd aloud, and call'd for 
Mariamne ; wherever he went, and in all pla. 
ces, whether awake or aſleep, her blood ſeem'd 
to ting his ears, atid demand vengeance. He 
fled to wine, merry meetings, and other diver- 
ſions, for a cure, but to no purpoſe ; for theſe 
only bound up his anguiſh * a minute, to re- 
turn afterwards with double force. Being thus 
ſcourg*d from above, he fell into a ſtate of di- 
ſtraction, and would often in its paroxiſms, or 
fits, roar out for Mariamne, and chide his ſer- 
vants for not bringing her. 

And, ſoon after, there followed a terrible 
plague, which ſwept away great numbers, not 


only of the common people, but, alſo, of the 


quality; which was by the world regarded as 
a juſt judgment from heaven for the murder of 
Mariamne. Hereupon, the tyrant, ſtruck with 
inſupportable remorſe, renounced all thoughts 
of his kingdom, and ſequeſtering himſelf from 


company, retired firſt into the deſert, and then 


to Samaria ; where being ſeized with a dange- 
rous inflammation of his bowels, attended 


with a * ſharp pain, and his phyſicians find- 


ing that the medicines they gave him did but 
exaggerate the ail (for he would be kept to no 
regimen or rule), they were obliged to leave 
him, and let the diſeaſe have its courſe. 5 

Alexandra being ſoon informed that Herod 
lay dangerouſly ill, put her invention to the 
ſtretch for making herſelf miſtreſs. of the two 
fortre ſſes of Feruſalem, one ſtanding within the 
city, and the other on the mountain of the 


temple. Could ſhe bring this to bear, ſhe 


was ſure of having Feruſalem and all Fudea at 
her devotion. She therefore made preſſing in- 
ſtances to the commanding officers, of thoſe 
two caſtles, to reſign them up to her in behalf 
of the children of Herod and Mariamne, But 
the governors, inſtead of being won by her 
propoſals, gave intelligence of her deſign to 
Herod, which threw the tyrant into ſuch a fit 
of rage, that he immediately ordered her to be 
put to death. | x 

The ſenate of Rome having decreed the 29th 


month 7hoth, and the new-year's-day among 
the Ægyptians), on which OFavius compleated 
the conqueſt of Agypt, ſhould be declared 4 
fortunate day, and that from thence all ſuc- 
ceeding years in Ægypt ſhould, as from an in- 
violable epoch, or memorable event, be com- 
puted; the Agyptians were, againſt their wil, 
obliged to accept a new regulation of ther 
years, as well as a new Ara, or account, i 
calculating them, under the penalty of dis- 
bedience. And this continued to be called tif 
Era of the Actiac victory (which happenes 
near a full year before) till the furious per- 
ſecution of the Cbriſtians, under Diocle# 
gave it the name of the Æra of the martyis. 
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The Egyptians had, before this conqueſt, 
made their annual calculations, or yearly ac- 
counts, by the Philippic Ara, which begun 
from the death of Alexander and the reign of 
Philip Aridæus, his ſucceſſor. Their year, be- 
ing the ſame with the Chaldæan, conſiſted of 
365 days without a leap year; and this in- 
convenience occaſioning every fourth year to 
begin a day ſooner than the preceding, from 
thence it came to paſs, that in 1460 years the 
firſt day of the year kept revolving, or travel- 
ling, through all the various ſeaſons, of au- 
tumn, winter, ſpring, and ſummer, till it had 
arriv'd again at its antient place, with the loſs 
of a full year in the cycle, or circuit. 

Phraates, king of Parthia, having, during 
the conteſt between Anthony and OFavins, car- 
ried his victorious arms over all Media and 
Armenia, he repoſſeſs'd Artaxias in his father's 


kingdom, which Anthony had taken from him. 


But then turning inſolent, and oppreſſing his 
people with all manner of exaCtions and cruel- 
ty, he was obliged to fly the country, and 77 
ridates obtained the throne. However, Phra- 
ates, who could by no means digeſt the thought 
of living: in exile, ſoon after got together an 
army, and putting his caſe to the deciſion of 
a a battle, the event declared for him, and outed 
the uſurper. Both parties ſued to Octavius at 
Antioch, tor his aſſiſtance; but he wiſely conſi- 
dering in what channel his own intereſt run, 
that it was his buſineſs to ſupport the compe- 
tition, and thereby break the power of Par- 
thia, would give nothing but fine words to ei- 
ther of them. Tiridates was permitted to re- 
main in Syria till an opportunity offered, that 
ſhould enable him to return; and Phraates 
congratulated upon his ſucceſs that had reſtor'd 
him to the crown. 5 

Octavius having finiſh'd every thing, with re- 


gard to the peace and quiet of his eaſtern pro- 


vinces, returned by the way of Greece to 
Rome; where, in commemoration of his victo- 
ries, he triumphed for three days together. In 
the firſt was celebrated his e over the 
Dalmatians, Pannonians, &c. the ſecond re- 
preſented Anthony's overthrow at AFium ; and 
the third brought in review the conqueſt of 
Egypt. In this laſt (which was much the fi- 
neſt ſight of all) were carried before him the 
children of Cleopatra, and Cleopatra. herſelf, 
in effigy, with an aſp figured on her. arm, to 
ſignify after what manner ſhe died. The ſpoils 
of Egypt made Rome at this time ſo overflow 
with money, that the value of it ſunk one half, 
and all forts of commodities roſe in propor- 
tion. 

And now OFavius having crowded the ſe- 
nate with ſuch perſons as he knew muſt ſtand 
and fall with him, made an humble overture 
to diveſt himſelf of all power, and reſtore the 
people to their antient form of government. 
But the ſenate who were all his own crea- 
tures, and knew well his meaning, however 
artfully diſguiſed, would by no means accept 
this inſtance of condeſcenſion from him. For 
having learnedly argued the caſe with him, and 
convinced him that the preſent neceſſity of af- 
irs demanded the authority of a ſingle per- 
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ſon'; he was at laſt, with much ado; prevail'd 


on to take that burthen upon him for the ſpate 


of ten years. Fa . 
And thus, at one blow; fell the Roman con- 
monwealth, the whole power reſiding ever af- 
ter in a monarch, till q final period of their 
empire. For though C. Julius Ceſar Auguſtus 
(fo we muſt for the future call him; according 
to a decree of the ſenate, in order to ſet e 
his new dignity) cantoned out the empire into 
two parts, leaving to the ſenate the peaceable 
diviſion, wherein were no troops, and taki 
the other to himſelf; yer, as he reſerved the 
whole army in his own hands, the fayour con- 
ferr'd upon them proved in effect but an hono- 
* title. They had the name; he the 
profit. 
Herod had by this time recovered his health; 
but his temper, inſtead of being humbled and 
ſoftened by paſt calamities, hardened, arid roſe 
into ſuch an implacable enmity ro mankind, 
that it became meat and drink to him to play 
the tyrant upon all occaſions. He ſpared not 
even his moſt intimate friends. Among thoſe 
he now put to death, were Ciſtobarus, Lyſoma- 
chus, Gadias Antipater, and Doſit heus. Cofte- 
barns was deſcended of one of the moſt an- 
tient and honourable families in Idumæa, and 
Herod, on his acceſſion to the throne, had be- 
ſtowed upon him the government of [damea 
and Gaza, giving him, afterwards, in marriage, 
his ſiſter Salome. Coftobarus being elated with 
theſe advantages, fancied he might eaſily ob- 
tain the crown of Idumæa; and, to this pur- 
poſe, having dealt under-hand with Cleopatra 
to ſue out a grant of it from Anthony to her- 
ſelf, he thought that in ſuch an event it would 
be no hard matter to regain it from her. Ac- 
cordingly, Cleopatra tried to bring this affair 
about; but Anthony would not give his con- 
ſent: And Herod coming to the notice of this 
treaſon, would then have order'd his execution, 
but that he ſpared his life at the requeſt of his 
ſiſter. | | | 
But now the caſe was alter*d ; Coftobarus 
had offended Salome. She therefore ſent him a 
bill of divorce, in oppoſition to the known law 
of the Fews, which does not allow women to 
divorce their husbands; and retiring immedi- 
ately to her brother, to him ſhe had renoun- 
ced her husband for no other reaſon than his 


carrying on a plot againſt him in conjunction 


with Antipater, Lyſimachus, and Dofthens - 
And to convince you of the truth of what J ſay, 
continued ſhe, Coſtobarus has the/e twelve years 
concealed and kept alive the children of Babas, 

notwithftanding your expreſs orders to the con- 
trary. . Theſe ſons of Babas had been very 
active againſt Herod, whilſt he beſieged Feru- 


ſalem, which was the cauſe that upon taking 


of the city he gave Coftobarus ſo politive a 
command to execute them. But he not only 
let them eſcape, but provided alſo for their fu- 
rure ſafety. This one proof being thus made 
out, every thing elſe that Salome ſaid was ta- 
ken upon truſt, and Cofobarus, Ly/tmachus, 
Antipater, Doſit heus, and ſeveral others, toge- 
ther with all the ſons of Babas, were inſtantly 


Though 


Though Herod had all along ſhewn but an 
indifferent regard to religion, being wholly led 
by his own wayward tancy and ambition; yet 

he did not fully appear in his natural colours 
till he found himſelf deliver'd by the death of 
Hyrcanus, and all his family from any farther 
apprehenſions, with relation to the crown. 
They and all their adherents being cut off, he 
thought he might now, without harm, indulge 
his own pleaſure, and let the world ſee he 
minded not the religion of the Fews, or was at- 
tached to the ceremonies of that nation. In 
purſuit hereof, he aboliſhed many of their an- 
tient rites, and introduced foreign cuſtoms in 
their room. 


This change in their antient diſcipline, pro- 


duced a general diſlike, and worked fo power- 
fully with a ſmall number ot the Fews, that 
they ſign'd an aſſociation to cut him off. But 
before the time appointed came, wherein they 
ſhould have done the deed, hey were diſco- 
ver d by one of Herod's ſpies (a fort of vermin 
that he ſcatter'd thick over all the country), 
| and all of them deſtroy d by exceſſive torments. 
, > The ſpie, however, was but allow'd a ſhort 
time to rejoice in the diſcovery ; for being ſoon 
after met by ſome of the enraged populace, 
they tell upon him, and hewed him to pieces. 
This accident gave Herod a more than common 
concern; nor did he reſt till he had &und out 
all the authors, and put them to death. _ 
| Herod being very ſenſible he could not, in a 
favourable ſenſe, plead any thing of merit to- 
wards the people, begun now to ſecure and de- 
fend himſelf againſt their hatred. He firſt ſet 
his thoughts upon Samaria, which being only 
a day's journey from Feruſalem, would, if well 
fortified, be a check to the city, as well as the 
country. It had been formerly ruined by Hr- 
canus, and afterwards raiſed by Gabinius into 
a village; but now Herod made it a beautiful 
city, giving it the name of Sebafe, in honour 
of Auguſtus (the reader will be pleas'd to re- 
member, that he, whom we before call'd 0a- 
vias, ſhall for the future be only diftinguiſh'd 
by the name of Auguſtus); for the Greek word 
Sebaſtos ſignifies the ſame thing with Auguftus 
in Latin. And therefore, Herod, by Sebaſte, 


ther numbers of people from all quarters, fo- 
reigners as well as natives; by which means, it 


place. He new-fortified, likewiſe, the tower 
of Stratonr (to which he gave the name of Cæ- 
ſarea, out of reſpect to Auguſtus), and Gaba- 
la, and many other places; throwing into each 
of them-a. ſufficient complement of men. And 


they might ſerve as bridles to retain the whole 
country under due ſubjection and obedience. - 
Petronius being ſent to ſucceed Cornelius 
Gallus, in the province of Ægypt, Gallus, on 
his return to Rome, broke out into ſome inde- 
cent reflections againſt Auguſtus. Hereupon, he 
was forbid the court, and, alſo, noted with in- 
famy. And as it is an eaſy matter, when a 
man 1s viſited with one misfortune, to load him 
with more, and make out but one trifle againſt 
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meant the city of Augufias. _ The country 
round it being extremely tertile, it invited thi- 


ſoon became a very wealthy and populous 


theſe fortreſſes he thus artfully ſettled, that 


him, and all the reſt will be believ'd of courſe. 
Accuſations immediately thicken'd upon him 


from all hands, and he was unanimouſly voted 


guilty, and ſentenced to baniſhment: But it 
ſeems the puniſhment was greater than his cow. 
ardly heart could bear, for he fell upon his 
ſword, and kill'd himſelf. He was an excel. 
lent poet, and one of Virgil's intimate friends. 

The great actions of Auguſtus having diffu- 
ſed his fame throughout all the then known 
world, ambaſſadors came to him from the far- 
theſt bounds of the eaſt, as well as north, fol- 


liciting his friendſhip. Aer the former were 


the Seres, whom we now diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Chineſe. i764. 16461 

The Seres were the firſt people that invented 
the manufacture of Silk, and from them the 
way of making it from the web of the filk- 
worm was derived to the Perſſans; but it was 
not known in any part of Europe till after A. 
l:xander's conqueſt of Perfa, which brought it 
into Greece, and from Greece it did not come 
into Italy till Rome begun to be the terror of 
all her neighbours ; and even then it continued 
for a long time to bear a very high price in 
the weſt, weight of gold for weight of ſilk be- 
ing the only way to purchaſe it, a. pound of 
one coſting a pound of the other. And thus it 
held till the reign e the emperor, 
who died in the year of our ord 565. 

The emperor Fuftinian, to give a final blow 
to this monopoly, or clin trade of the 
Perſians (who would let his ſubjects have no 
ſilk without exorbitant prices), ſent two monks 
into India, in order to learn the art, and bring 
back ſilkworms with them, to the end his own 
people might be enriched with ſo valuable a 
manufacture. The monks on their return, told 
him, that the ſilk-worms were too tender to 
undergo the fatigue of ſo long a journey; but 
informing him that their eggs might be brought 
with an equal advantage, he inſtantly ordered 
them again into India, for a ſuffigient quantity 
of the ſilkworms eggs. And this ſecond com- 
miſſion being executed to his ſatisfaction, from 
thoſe eggs, then brought to Con/tantinople, have 
iſſued all the ſilkworms and filk trade which 
has ſince been ſo beneficial a traffick in Eu- 
rope. | RED. 
The thirteenth year of the reign of Herod 
involy'd Judæa in a general calamity, An ex- 
traordinary drought had preceded, which hav- 
ing ſo parch'd up the earth that it could yield 
none of its accuſtomed products, put the peo- 
ple upon a neceſſity to uſe ſuch things for food 
as both were uncommon and diſagreeable to 
their health; and thence being thrown into vi- 
olent illneſſes, a peſtilence follow'd, which 
made a dreadful havock over all the country. 
The fick were neither tended as they ſhould 
have been, nor had they neceſſaries. Thoſe 
that continued in any tolerable health, having 
ſcarce enough to ſupport their own life, judg'd 
it in vain to give themſelves any trouble about 
their neighbours. The famine preſs'd ſo fore, 
and the mortality grew ſo great, that ſelſf. con- 
ſideration, that meaneſt of all principles, fal 
1ow' d up all other regards. | | 


I 


In this [ intolerable: diſtreſs Hero ſhewed 4 
magnanimity that would have added a luſtre 
to the greateſt earthly: man that ever wore 4 
crown; Herod, 1 ſay, on a review of his ex- 
chequer, finding he had expended all his cath; 
and conſidering there was no room now to think 
of levying new taxes, or applying to his neigh- 
bours, becauſe they then ſhared in the ſame 
misfortune ; he gave an immediate order to 
melt down all the plate of his palace, without 
ſparing even ſuch figures as had been the work- 
manſhip of the greateſt maſters. And having 
thus got together . an immenſe ſum of money, 
he ſent it to Fetronius, governor of Afgypt, to 
have the value of it returned in corn. Petro- 
nius, though then addreſs'd to by many others 
upon the ſame account, gave the preference to 
Herod's requeſt; and ſent him the ſupply wan- 
ted. \ „ 

Herod, on receipt of the corn, laid his peo- 
ple under a new obligation, by taking care to 


deal it out with no other than a generous re- 


gard to their wants and neceſſities. He like- 
wiſe diſtributed among them great quantities of 
wool, which he had before imported from fo- 
reigns parts, in order to ne w- clothe themſelves 
againſt the approaching winter. After having 


thus liberally provided for his own ſubjects, he 


next ſent a ſufficient relief to the Syrians, his 
neighbours. | | 

This beneficence of Herod coming in fo fit a 
ſeaſon, made the countries far and near reſound 
with his praiſes ; and could he have had grace 
euough to have travelled on in a road of virtue, 
he might, notwithitanding his former cruelties, 
have regain'd the love of his ſubjects, and 
reign'd in their hearts to his dying day. But 
theſe charities being only due to a tranſitory 
change in his own temper, without proceeding 
from the firm and right motive of religion and 
goodneſs, he ſoon return'd, with the dog and 
the ſow, to his old deteſtable courſe. 

Auguſtus being about this time informed that 
Arabia was rich in mines of gold and ſilver, 
{ent Alius Gallus with ten thouſand men a- 
gainſt the ſouthern part of it, giving him an or- 
der either to conquer it, or make an advanta- 
geous treaty of commerce with them. Herod 
contributed, towards this undertaking, five hun- 
dred choſen men, out of his own guards, who 
were of excellent ſervice to Gallus in a coun- 
try where every thing conſpired. to make him 
unfortunate. To theſe were added a thouſand 
more, conducted by Hllæus from Obodas, king 
of the Nabat hæan Arabians. FOOTY; 

Elias Gallus had reſolv'd to lead his men 
through the territories of Obodas, but the craf. 


was no getting thither ſafely but by ſea, he 
therefore (after much time loſt in preparing a 
fleet) embark'd his army at Cleopatris, a port 
lywg ar the bottom of the Arabian gulph, or 
Red Sea, and thence ſail'd to Leucocome, a town 
of the Nabatheans, ſituated on the eaſtern 
ide of the ſame ſea. On his arrival (after this 
dangerous voyage, which had deſtroyed ſeveral 
ot his ſhips), his whole army fell into a diſeaſe 
incident to that country, which obliged him to 
defer the expedition to another ſeaſon, 
77 · 
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About the cloſe of winter Gallus took his 
rout, and after having journey'd fix tedious 
months, through the treacherous contrivance 
of Hllæus, came at laſt into that part of Ara- 
bia which was the ſubje& of his commiſſion : 
But the better part of his army being, by fa- 
tigue, heat, unwholeſome air, water, and fruits 
of the earth, cut off, and deſtroyed, he could 
perform nothing for want of men to ſupport 
him. Hereupon, returning under the direction 
of othet guides, he got back to Leucocome in 
fixty days, and thence putting to fea, arrived 
in eleven days more on the coaſt of Ægypt. 
And thus ended this expedition, after a fruit- 
leſs purſuit of it for two yeats together. 

Whilſt theſe things were thus unſucceſsful 
in Arabia, Canadace, queen of Athiopia, made 
an inroad into Zgypt ; and taking Sena, with 
many other places on the borders, carried back 
all ſhe met with into captivity: On notice 
hereof, Petronius forthwith purſued her, and 
marching upwards of eight hundred miles with- 
in Athiopia, conquered wherever he came, de- 
ſtroy ing Napata, the chief city of the king- 
dom, and making himſelf maſter of every place 
that he paſs'd. But, at laſt, meeting with un- 
paſſable ſands, and being already wearied out 
with the intolerable heat of the weather, he 
was obliged to think of a retreat. He left, 
however, four hundred men in Premnis, which 
is a very ſtrong fortreſs, in order to ſecure 
ſome poſſeſſion in the country; and then re- 
turning with many thouſands of captives, came 
to Alexandria, where he ſold all the priſoners 
for his own uſe, except a thouſand of their 
chiets, whom he ſent as a preſent to Auguſtus. 

In the mean time, the ſenate of Rome had 
been complimenting Auguſtus at a very ſtrange 


rate: They paſs'd a decree, which exalted him 


above the laws, and made his own will and 
pleaſure alone the rule and meaſure of his go- 
vernment. And this, and many other decrees, 
were unanimouſly now conferr'd upon him with 
a real view rather to flatter than honour him, 
by thoſe who were his own ſycophants, as well 
as thoſe that in their hearts oppoſed him; ſelf- 
intereſt made the firſt his ſlaves, and ſelf- pre- 
ſervation bid the latter (which were but a few 
in number) be ſilent in a caſe that exceeded 
their power to remedy. 
During theſe ſweetenings at Rome, Herod 
fell in love with a moſt beautiful young wo- 
man (whoſe name was Mariamne), daughter 
to one Simon, an ordinary prieſt at Feruſalem; 
but in regard mon was not in a rank that 
might entitle him to ſo great an alliance, he 


turn'd our the high-prieſt, and then putting H- 
ty Hllæus making him to believe that there 


mon in his room, eſpouſed his daughter. And 
having now got another Mariamne to help to 
wear out the memory of her that he had un= 
juſtly murder'd, and enjoying, likewiſe, a pro- 
found quiet, both at home and abroad, he di- 
verted himſelf with erecting a moſt noble and 
lofty palace upon the higheſt ground of the ci- 
ty. In it were contriv'd two grand apartments 
of ſurprizing magniticence, to one of which he 
gave the name of Auguſtus, and to the other 
that of Agrippa. | 


10 K Phraates , 
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Phraates, king of Parthia, who had a ſe- 
cond time been expell'd the country By Z7rida- 
tes, having, by the help of the Sch thiaus, ro- 
cover'd his kingdom; Tiridates was again for- 
ced to run for ſhelter to Auguſtun. At the 
ſame time, ambaſſadors came from Phrpates, 
requiring Auguſtus to deliver up to him his re- 
bel ſubjects, and to ſend him back his own fon. 
Auguſtus could not be induc'd to the delivery 
of Tiridates and his adherents, who had put 
themſelves into his protection; but he agreed 
to ſend home Phraates his ſon, provided he 
would condeſcend to reſtore the captives and 
enſigns which the Parthians had ſeiz'd in battle 
from Craſſus aud Anthony. Phraates's love to 
his ſon made him accept the condition, but he 
did not fulfil it till three years after; that, Au- 
gilſeus being in Hria, the terror of his name 
frighten'd him into compliance. 

Augufins being taken dangerouſly ill, and 
having tried numbers of ſlops to no purpoſe, 
was at laſt cur'd by Antonias Maja, his own 
phyſician, with the help of the cold bath, and 
cooling potions ; for which eminent ſervice, the 
ſenate did him great honours, as well as gave 
him great rewards. And this extraordinaty 
ſucceſs emboldening the doctor to renew the 
ſame practice upon others, the next that fell 
under his hands was Marcellus, nephew and ſon- 
in- law to Auguſtiis, a young gentleman of great 
merit, and defign'd by 4rgu/tus to ſucceed him 
in the empire: Antonius Muſe, I ſay, tried the 
ſame experiment upon Marcellus, and precipi- 
tated his death, to the inexpreſſible lots of the 
Roman ſtate, as well as Aug iſtus. 

Herod having ſent the two ſons, that he had 
by the late Mariamne, to Rowe tor their edu- 
cation, Auguſtus, in reſpect to their father, 
gave them apartments in his own palice, and, 
beſides, made him a preſent of the territories of 
Trachonitis, Auranitis, and Batanwa, which 
have, for their boundary, mount I/ Hauνtd on 
the north, and the country of Peræa on the 
ſouth ; authorizing him, likewile, to ſettle the 
right to his dominions upon any one of his 
ſons that he liked beſt. Herod, on this new 
addition to his eſtates, marched with a ſufficient 
number of men againſt the robbers, who grie- 
vouſly diſtreſs'd and plundei'd thoſe provinces 
which Auguſtius had given him: Aud there ha- 
ving found out their hiding places, taken and 
kill'd many of them, and drove the reſt cur 
of the country, he ſoon reſtor'd peace and quiet 
to all thoſe parts. | 

Herod, in acknowledment of the many fa- 


vours he had receiv'd of Augliſtus, built ſeve- 


ral towns, and erected temples in honour of 
him ; but theſe latter, becauſe he had no mind 
to give farther offence to the Jews, were rais'd 
in the provinces annex'd to Fudæa. He like- 


wiſe built; at the plice where the tower of 


Straton ſtood, a molt ſtately city, together 
with an extraordinary palace all of whice mar- 
ble, and the richeſt architecture. Every par- 
ticular houſe in it was adorned with nicety of 
art; and, becauſe it was ſituated upon the 
coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea, between Joppa 
and Dora, he furniſh*d the city with many 
noble warehouſes, for the conveniency of mer- 


chants: And whereas that port had before been 
of dangerous conſequence to ſhipping, he con- 
triyed it ſo as to make it à fit harbour for a 
great fleet to ride {aſe in. Here, upon a ri- 
ſing ground, in the midſt of the city, he built 
a temple of great height, and in it put two 
ſtatues, one repreſenting the city ot Rome, and 
the other Auguſtus. He made, likewiſe, a the- 
atre and an amphitheatre, for the entertainment 
of the people. This city (which he called 
Cæſarea, out of reſpect to Auguſtus), and the 
works abont it, were twelve years a finiſhing, 
and coſt him an incredible ſam of money 
Auguſtus's daughter Julia being now a wi- 
dow by the death of Marcellus, Macenas, in a 
private conference with Auguſtus, ſpoke to him 
in theſe words: Jon hade, Sir, ſaid he, raiſed 
your chief favourite Agrippa to /o high a tation, 
that you have reduced yourſelf to the unavoid- 
able neceſſity of chufing one of theſe two things; 
either to marry him to your daughter, or con- 
demn him to death. Auguſtus contented himſelf 
with the firſt branch of that alternative, or one 
of two; aud therefore ſending for Agrippa, and 
ordering him to divorce bis wife, who was the 
daughter of Octavia, Auguſtuss's own ſiſter, he 
gave him in marriage Julia, his daughter. 
After this, Hugliſtus paſſing from Sicily into 
Greece, and from thence taking his way into the 
iſles, ſpent his winter at Samos. Here he re- 
ceived an embaſſy from her majeſty of Athi- 
opia, She had ineffectually endeavoured to 
recover Premnis out of the hands of the Ro- 
an garriſon, and therefore ſent her ambaſſa- 
dors to Fetronius to intreat a peace. He told 
them he could do nothing in it; they muſt go 
to Ce/ar. But they making anſwer, that they 
did not know who Cz/ar was, he gave them a 
ſafe conduct to Auguſtus, who granted them the 
peace they wanted, and ſent them home into 
their own country. e 
Augulſtus having early in the ſpring arriv'd in 
Hria, had a petition preſented to him by ma- 
ny of the inhabitants of Gadara, wherein they 
accus'd Herod of tyranny and oppreſſion. He- 
rod, without ſhewing the leaſt mark of con- 
cern, or alteration in his countenance, was co- 
ming forward to make his defence, when Au- 
gliſtus (who ſeem'd to take but an indifterent 
notice of their complaints) roſe up to receive 
Herod, with great teſtimonies of friendſhip ; 
which had ſuch an effect upon his accuſers, that 
the very ſame night they all kill'd themſelves. 
Strange madneſs ! that the fear of death ſhould 
make men run into the arms of death. 
Theſe people having thus murder'd them- 
ſelves, Auguſtus look*d upon that abominable 
act as a ſelf-condemnation, and a publick ac- 
knowledgment of their guilt ; and therefore 
honourably acquitted Herod. And becauſe Je- 
nodorus had been the chief promoter of this 
accuſation, Aug uſtus beſtow*'d upon Herod al 
the lands and goods that he died poſſeſs' d d 
and, to add yet farther honour to him, 1418 6 
him into an equal authority with the preſident 
of Syria, commanding that no affairs Within 
that province ſhould be tranſacted without his 
particular direction and advice. Beſides, at 


Herod's earneſt deſire, he gave to Pheroras, his 
brother, 
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brother, a government in thoſe parts. And 
Herod: (who would let no part of Augn/tus's 
bounty to him go without ſome traces of his 
gratitude) built on Zenodorns's lands a ſpacious 
temple, and ſeveral other heatheniſh monu- 
ments, in honour of Auguſtus, but to the great 
oftence of all the nation of the Fews. 

Herod being very ſenſible that theſe his do- 
ings were a downright contradiction to the re- 
ligion of the Jews, took great pains to con- 
vince them that they did not proceed from his 
own inclination, but the poſitive command of 
Auguſtus; and, to ſweeten this bitter draught 
the more, he diſcharged a third part of all tax- 
es, pretending to be moved thereto out of a 
compaſſionate regard to the miſeries that the 
late famine had brought upon his people. He 
likewiſe kept frequent aſſembles, and made 
great entertainments at Jeruſalem, in order to 
play away their grievances, and divert their 
minds from thinking upon affairs of ſtate. 

Bur ſtill ſuſpicion, which was ever an inſe- 
parable companion to Herod, would not let him 
reſt in the above methods, till it made him add 
ſome proots of a little mind, which undid the 
whole. 
Yeriſalem, as well as in all other places ſubject 
ro his authority, with a power to take into 
cuſtody ſuch perſons as reflected upon his go- 
vernment. He would often, likewiſe, diſguiſe 
himſelf of a night, and mix with the people, 
that he might the eaſier learn their ſentiments, 
with relation to the ſtate ; and finding, by this 
low cunning, that the diflaffection againſt him 
was almoſt general, he then forbid all clubs, 
feaſts, and meetings, whatſoever. Such as 
condemn'd his conduct, were with great ſeve- 
rity puniſh*'d ; and thoſe whom he but ſuſpect- 
ed, he bound up with an oath of fidelity. 

Ting x hk being now in Syria, he was waited 
npon by an embaſſy from the king of Parthia, 
who had it in charge to reſtore to him all the 
captives and enſigus which had formerly been 
taken frem Craſſu and Anthony; and, beſides, 
to deliver to him four of king Phraates's ſons, 
with all their families, as a teſtimony that he 
meant faithfully to obſerve the terms of peace 
he now required of him. 'The conditions were 
accordingly accepted, and mutually ſign'd. 

Phraates, king of Parthia, who had no rea- 
fon to fear Auguſtus, could he have only liv'd 
jn a good underſtanding with his own ſubjects, 
was principally moved to this peace by Ther- 
ma, a beautiful woman, whom Auguftas had 
lome time before ſent him; which lady having 
brought him a ſon, and being hereupon raiſed 
to be his wife, became afterwards ſo much the 


better perſon of the two, that ſhe would needs. 


interpoſe in all affairs of ſtate, and rule them, 
too, as ſhe thought fir. To the end, there- 
fore, that ſhe might effectually debar Phraates's 
four ſons, arid their iſſue, from the crown, and 
ſettle it upon her own ſon, ſhe induced Pyra- 


ares to the above diſhonourable expedient of 


delivering them up to Auguſtus. And to re- 


vard her husband for this infamous condeſcen- 


10n, her fon, whoſe name was Phraatices, no 
doner grew up, but ſhe wickedly poiſon'd her 
band, to promote Phraatices to the throne, 


He diſpers'd ſpies in every corner of 


- 
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The people of Armenia having at this time 
ſollicited Auguſtus to fend them a ſufficienr 
power, that might enable them to drive Artax- 
zas, who then reigned over them with great 
cruelty and oppreſſion, out of the kingdom, 
and advance 7igranes, his younger brother, to 
the throne ; Auguſtus, in compliance with their 
requeſt, ſent 7:berins, the ſon of his wife Livia 
by her firſt husband, with an army, to their al- 
ſiſtance. But before Tiberius could arrive, the 
Armenians had done the bulineſs, by cutting 
oft the King, and conferring the crown upon 
his younger brother. | 

Auguſtus being now return'd to Samos, where 
he paſs'd another winter, on his leaving the 
place, he made them a preſent of their liberty, 
complimenting them with the freedom of the 
city of Rome, in conſideration of the liberal 
and hearty entertainment they had given him. 

Auguſtus, on his arrival at Rome, was wel- 
comed with a general affection; and what 
heightened their joy was, that they ſaw the pri- 
ſoners and enſigns, which had long been in the 
hands of the Parthians, now at laſt reſtor'd to 
Rome. Theſe they valued at a very high rate, 
and therefore they built and devoted a temple 
to Mars, and in it hung up thoſe enſigns. Nor 
was Auguſtus himſelf a little proud upon this 
occaſion, as appears from abundance of his 
coins, which may ſtill be met with, carrying 
upon them theſe words, S$7gais receptis, that is 
to ſay, Euſigns recover'd, 

Herod, with all his arr, tried at this time to 
have an oath of fidelity impoſed upon all his 
ſubjects; but meeting with a general oppolition, 
and, particularly, from the ſect of the Eſſens, 
he gave himſelf no farther trouble about it. 
He had a particular regard to the ſect of the 
Efſens, becauſe one of them, whoſe name was 

anahem, had foretold him, when he was a 
boy, that he ſhould be king. Herod, in thoſe 
days, thought it was a thing impoſſible, and 
therefore received the news with a ſmile ; but 
when he ſaw himſelf afterwards exalted to the 
throne, he called for Manuahem, and demanded 
of him if he ſhould reign ten years; and Ma- 
nahem having made anſwer, Yea, twenty, yea, 
thirty; Herod ſeemed mightily pleaſed, and, 
for the future, had the ſect of the Hens in 

reat eſteem. 

The eighteenth year of Herod's reign was 
greatly diſtinguiſhed by the reſolution he took 
to rebuild the temple at Jeruſalem. This de- 
ſign, he thought, would at once make his name 
immortal, and re-eſtabliſh him in the love of 
the people. But fearing leſt the Fes, aſto- 


niſbed at the greatneſs of the enterprize, ſhould 


throw ſome obſtacles in the way, he call'd a ge- 
neral aſſembly of them, and open'd his mind to 
the following purpoſe: After the many great 
things I have done towards advancing the reat 
intereſt and glory of the nation, there remains 
one thing to do, which is yet of greater impor- 
tance than all the ret, becauſe it tmanediately 
regards the worſhip of God, and the advancement 
of religion, You are ſen/jvle that the temple our 
anceſtors built on their return from Babylon, 
was infinitely exceeded by that ꝙ Solomon, ix. 
height, beauty, aud magnificence ; nor Fay, [os 
| ef ect 
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defect of our preſent temple be charged upon em. 
They wanted neither zeal nor good-will to render 
it equal to the firſt. But being then the ſubjelts 
of Cyrus and Darius, they were under a force 
not to go beyond the rules preſcribed them. The 
caſe is quite different now; we enjoy a ſerene 
peace with all the world, we abound in riches, 
wwe are invincible, through the friendſhip of the 
Romans. Permit me, therefore, to give the fi- 
niſhing firoke to this great work; and, as a 
pledge of my ſincerity, I aſſure you I will not 
touch the old temple, till ] have got all things 
in readineſs for building the new one. 

Having thus obtained the conſent of the 
Fews, nothing was omitted that could in any 
manner furward the work. A thonſand wag- 
gons were forthwith hired to carry ſtones and 
wood, and a thouſand prieſts, who were know- 
ing men in the art of the maſon, as well as the 
carpenter, had their expences defrayed by He- 
rod for the ſake of overſeeing ten thouſand 
workmen that were buſied in preparations ne- 
ceſſary for the building. And ſuch was his di- 
ligence in this affair, that in two years time he 
had got every thing ready to begin the work. 

He therefore pull'd down the old temple, and 
laid the foundations of the new one, juſt about 
forty-ſix years before the firſt paſſover of our 
bleſſed Saviour's perſonal miniſtry, when the 
Feus told him, Forty and fix years hath this 
temple been (for ſo it ought to be tranſlated) in 
building. For though the temple, in nine years 
and a half, was made in ſome meaſure fit for 
divine ſervice, yet during all the time that our 
Saviour remained here on earth, numbers of 
workmen and labourers were employ'd in fi- 
niſhing the out-buildings of it ; nor were they 
diſcontinued till Ge/fius Florus was made gover- 
nor of Fudea. 

Julia, the daughter of Auguſtus, having, in 
three year's time, born two ſons to Agrippa, 
viz. Caius and Lucius, Augilſtus, on the birth 
of the latter, adopted them both for his ſons, 
and ſettled the ſucceſſion upon them. The de- 
claring of them heirs of his empire, would, 
he thouglit, be an effectual means to keep all 
things in quiet, as well as prevent all conſpira- 
cies againſt his perſon. +» | 

About this time, Herod came to Rome to 
make his compliments to Auguſtus, and ſee his 
ſons, who were now pretty much improved in 
their learning. Augiſtus welcomed him with 
great marks of eſteem, and deliver'd his ſons 
to him, to be carried back into Fadza. Theſe 
two princes, Alexander and Ariffobulus, on their 
arrival, receiv'd all poſſible expreſſions of joy 
and reſpect from the people. In their features, 
and in the beauty, air, and majeſty of their 
perſons, they much reſembled their unfortu- 
nate mother Mariamne; and their inward 
worth, and dignity of ſpirit, equall'd their out- 
ward aſpe&t. Hercd's lifter Salome, and thoſe 
others her accomplices who had contributed to 
the death of their mother, were overwhelmed 
with fear at the fight of theſe two princes : 
They could not help thinking, for guilt and 
ſuſpicion look always through a magnifying 
glaſs, that they would one day revenge the 
death of their mother. They therefore reſol- 
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ved to bring about their ruin, by the ſame me- 
thods which they had tried, and found effec- 
tual, againſt Mariamne. They induſtriouſſy 


ſpread a report, that Alexander and Ariftobulys 
bore an inveterate ſpite to the king, for hav- 


ing dipp'd his hands in the blood of his own 
wife, their mother. It would not be proper, 
they thought, for any of themſelves to accoſt 
Herod wich fuch a ſtory ; but, when it came 
from a multitude of other hands, it would in- 
ſenſibly pierce into his heart, and at laſt dif- 
poſe him to work their deſtruction. 23 
In the mean time Herod provided wives for 
theſe two princes. He married Alexander to 
Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia ; and gave Ariſtobulus in marriage 
Berenice, the daughter of his ſiſter $a/-me, 
After this, hearing that A:r/ppa had arrived in 
Alia, he inſtantly ſet out upon a viſit to him; 
where having, with a becoming importunity, 
prevail'd upon Agrippa to couc into Fudæa, 
and receive the honours of his kingdom, on his 
arrival, he treated him and his retinue with all 
imaginable grandeur and magnificence. He tirit 
gave him a view of all the new cities and tor- 
treſſes he had built, and then conduge.! him to 
Feruſalem, where the whole city, in their fineſt 
apparel, came out to receive him, and, in a 
grand proceſſion, attended him, with ſhouts and 
acclamations, to the palace. Aprip,a, by the 
hands of the Few:/b prieſts, offer'd an heca- 
tomb (which is a ſacrifice of an hundred vic- 
tims) at the temple, and made a general enter- 
tainment for the people ; and was fo highly de- 
lighted with the frank and hearty welcome he 
met with, that he expreſs'd a great deſire to 
have continued longer with them. Bur the 
near approach of the winter making that im- 
practicable, he was in a few days obliged to re- 
pair to his ſhips, and fail back again ro 104. 
Polemon, upon whom the Romans had be- 
ſtowed the crown of Fontus, and the Leſſer 
Armenia, being ſent by Agrippa againſt Scri- 
Lonius, who had, by a falſe title, uſurped the 
kingdom of the Cimmarian Boſporus ; on his ar- 
rival thither, he found the people had pur Scri- 
Loniusto death; not withitanding this, they could 
not be brought to ſubmit to Polemon. Here- 
upon, Agrippa begun his journey againſt them 
with all his forces; in the mean time, Herod, 
inform'd of his deſign, immediately ſer out 
with all his fleet and power, io affilt him; and 
having join'd him at Sinope, a city in Pontus, 
gave Agrippa a molt agreeable ſurprize at ſee- 
ing himſelf reinforced with ſuch a ſeaſonable 
relief, For, till Herod atriv'd, he was in ſome 
doubt whether his ſtrength would be ſufficient 
to reduce the country: And Agrippa was fo 
pleas'd with this freſh teſtimony of Herod's 
love and gratitude to the Romans, that he en- 
gag' d in nothing without bis advice, admitted 
him to all his counſels, and likewiſe made hin 
a ſharer in his pleaſures. t 
Agrippa having ſoon after conquer'd the 37 
phorans, he caus d Polemos to take to wife D)- 
namis, who was the rightful heir of that king - 
dom; and then, with the conſent of Augustus, 
added Boſphorus to his other dominions. Al- 


ter Agrippa had finiſh'd the affairs of Cound 


\ 


he refolved to hold on his journey by land for 
Epheſus in Ionia, He therefore order*d his rout 
through Faphlagonia, Cappadocia, and the high- 
er thrygia. Herod, wherever he paſs d, ſhew'd 
great inſtances of generoſity. Such cities as 
were in decay, he made rich preſents to; and, 
for thoſe that either wanted new privileges, or 
a redreſs of grievances, he procur d the friend- 
ſhip of Agrippa. 

Herod zud Agrippa being arriv'd in Tonia, a 
great number ot Fews ſettled in that province 
and the parts ad joining (theſe were the deſcen- 
dants of the two thouſand Jewiſh families that 
Antiochus the Ereat had planted hereabouts), 
made an humble application to Herod, that 
they might no longer ſuffer an oppreſſion in 
the places where they lived, but be allowed 
the free exerciſe of their own law and reli- 
gion, and enjoy the ſame rights and immunicies 


which they had formerly obtain'd from the 


kings of Syria, and were afterwards renewed 
to them by the Romans, For, continued they, 
as the caſe ſtands with us at preſent, we are 
under moſt extreme hardſhips, being not only for- 
cel to keep the feſtival days of the Heathens, 
and ſubmit to all their laws, but alſo to go on 
all military expeditions, and contribute to pub- 
lick charges: And theſe wrongs effetFually diſ- 
able us from ſending to Jeruſalem the money we 
are in duty bound to lay out upon holy uſes. 
Herod ſtrenuouſly took the part of the Jews, 
and having appointed them an advocate, who 


learnedly pleaded their right, and baffled the 


objections of their enemies, hereupon got A- 
grippa to confirm the Fews in their ancient 


rights and liberties, and, alſo, to paſs an order 


that no one ſhould moleſt them for the future. 
After this, Herod took his leave of Agrippa, 
and ſetting out for Lesbos, arrived at Cæſarea, 
where, having ſtayed a few days, he then re- 
turned to Jeruſalem, On his coming thither, 
he call'd an aſſembly of the people, and having 
there given them an account ot what he had 
ſucceſsfully atchieved, whilſt abroad, he broke 
up the meeting with releaſing them from one 
fourth part of their taxes; which was an act 
of benevolence that did not fail of being re- 
ceived with great joy and gratitude. 

Herod having rooted out the old ſanhedrim, 


erecteda new one of ſuch perſons as he thought 


he could depend upon, conſtituting Hillel pre- 
ſident, and Shammai vice-preſident of it. This 
Hillel, or Pollio, as Foſephus calls him, was a 
man that ſhined very much among the Jeruiſh 
doctors, for birth, learning, ſway, and poſte- 
rity. By the mother's fide he was lineally de- 
ſcended of the royal houſe of David; his 
learning is by the Jewi/ writers advanced into 
the firſt rank of all their ancient doctors. He 
continued firſt magiſtrate of that nation for for- 
ty years together, and was ſo particularly for- 
tunate, as to have his family inherit his great 
parts for ſeveral generations, as well as ſucceed 
to the ſame degtee of honour; they becoming 


prelidents of the ſanhedrim from father to ſon, 
to the tenth deſcent: For to him ſucceeded his 
on Simeon, who was the ſame who took our 
aviour in his arms on his being firſt preſented 
77 | | 
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in the temple, and ſang over him his au di 
mittis. After Simeon, preſided his ſon Gama=- 
liel, about the time that Peter and the apoſtles 
were ſummoned before that council, AFs v. 34. 
heing the very man at whoſe feet Paul was e 
ducated in the traditions and literature of the 
Phariſees, Acts xxii. 3. The Fewiſh writers 
call him Gamaliel the old, becauſe he attained 
to a great age, dying but eighteen years before 
the final deſolation of Feru/alem. After him 
came Simeon his ſon; then Gamadiel,the ſecond, 
his ſon; to whom ſucceeded Simeon, the third 
of that name: The next ſucceſſor was R. Ju- 
dah Hakkadoſh, his fon, who was the author 
of the Miſra, and it is therefore greatly re- 
fpected by the Fewi/h nation: To him ſucceed- 
ed Gemaliel the third, his ſon; and, next, his 
ſon Fudah Gemaricus; and, after him, his ſon 
Hillel the ſecond, who compos'd the preſent ca- 
lendar of the Fewi/þ year. But how long ak- 
ter this laſt man the office remain'd in' that fa- 
mily, we have no where an account. 

Hillel having educated above a thouſand 
ſcholars in the ſtudy of the law, thirty of *em 
are allow'd, by the Fewiſb writers, to be wor- 
thy on whom the divine glory ſhould reſt, as it 
did upon Moſes. And of theſe thirty, the per- 
ſons moſt eminent were Jonathan Ben Uzziel, 
and Onkelos; the former compiled the Chal- 
dean paraphaſe upon the prophets, and the 


latter compoſed the Chaldæan paraphraſe upon 


the law : Which two pertormances are the moſt 
ancient books the Fews have, next the Hebrew 
ſcriptures, and contribute very much towards 
the opening and explaining of many paſlages, 
both in the old teſtament,” and in the new one. 
In the firſt place, they prove the preſent He- 
breww text, of the old teſtament, to be genuine, 
by convincing us that it is the very ſame which 
was in uſe when theſe Targums, or tranflations, 
were made. They likewiſe gave a light into 
many particular words and phraſes, which we 
ſhould otherwiſe be at a loſs to underſtand ; and 
tranſmit to us many Jewiſh rites and cuſtoms, 
which are of ſervice to the clearer underſtand» 
ing of thoſe ſcriptures on which they were 
written. And theſe, at the ſame time, by the 
peculiar forms of expreſſion contain'd in them, 
ſerve alſo for the illuſtrating many things in the 
new teſtament : For the Feruſalem, Chaldæan 
dialect, in which they are compiled, having 
been the vulgar Fewiſh language in our Sa- 
viour's time, and abundance of its idioms and 
proper ways of ſpeech being then transfuſed 
into the new teſtament; theſe Targums, which 


. abound with the ſame phraſiologies, muſt of 


conſequence afford the beſt helps to explain 
them. 5 | 
I make no account of their other Zargums, 
in regard they are of a much later date, and 
patched together in a very barbarous ſtyle; 
but theſe pharapraſes of Onke/os, on the law, 
and Jonathan on the prophets, which were 
writen but a little ſpace before the incarnation 
of our Saviour, ought to be valued by every 
Chriſtian, and loudly appealed to in all confe- 
rences about the meſſiah, againſt the infidel 
Jews, For theſe two writers have been al- 
10 L ways 
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ways own d, by the moſt learned amongſt.them, 
to be of equal authority with the ſacred word 
it ſelf, | ITS 
And for this reaſon I ſhall produce a few in- 
ſtances, out of many, wherein theſe Targums 
give ſuch convincing proofs of the truth of 
Chriftianity, as none can withſtand, but thoſe 
who ſhut their eyes that they may not fee the 
light. | 
The ſentence that the great God pronoun- 
ceth againſt the ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15. It ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heal; 
is interpreted, by Chriſtians, of the meſfiah 
and his kingdom; and fonathan's Targum on 
the law explains it in the ſame manner. - 
Jacob's propheſy, Gen. xlix. 10. The ſcepter 
Fall not depart from Judah, nor à law giver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
anto him ſhall the gathering of the people be- 
is, to us Chriftans, an irrefragable proof of 
the meſſiah's being long ſince come, in regard 
that from the days of Jeſus Chriff, the true 
meſſiah, the royal ſcepter hath been diſconti- 
nued among them, and no one from between 
their feet, that is, deſcended of that people, 
has ever ſince been legally authoriz*d to admi- 
niſter juſtice among them : Being from the time 
of our bleſſed Saviour depriv'd of their prin- 
ces and their laws, and govern'd only by ſtran- 
gers, and the laws of ſtrangers. And to the 
ame expreſs purpoſe are the words of Onke/os 
upon this text: There ſhall not, ſaith he, be ta- 
ken away from Judah one having the principa- 
lity, nor the Scribe from the ſons of his chil- 
dren, till the meſſiah ſball come. Fonathan's 
Targum gives the ſame explication; for borh 
of them render ſhebet by the word principality, 
and declare ſhiloh to be the meſſiah. 
Balaam's prophecy, There ſhall come a ftar 
ent of Jacob, and a ſcepter ſpall riſe out of I- 
rael, and ſhall bear rule (deſtroy, our Englijb 
bible has it; but it is wrong tranſlated) over 
all the children of Seth: Is explained by On- 
kelos in his Targum, after the ſame manner that 
we Chriſtians underitand it, viz. of the meſſiah. 
His words are, A king, ſhall riſe out of the 
houſe of Jacob, and the meſſiah ſhall be anointed 
out of the houſe of Iſrael, who ſhall rule over 
all the ſons of men, TFonathan in his Targum, 
or verſion, gives alſo the ſame interpretation, 
and both of them rightly tranſlate the words, 
all the children 5 Seth, by the phraſe a// the 
fons of men Which is an infallible evidence 
that the kingdom of the meſſiah was not de- 
ſcribed by this propheſy as a partial dominion 
that ſhould extend no farther than the Fews ; 
but as a monarchy that excluded no man that 
would but believe, and accept ſalvation. 
[/aiah's prophecy, chap. ix. 6, 7. which runs 
in theſe words, Unto us a child is born, unto 
us a ſon is given, and the government ſhall be 
upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall be called 
wonderful, counſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting father, the prince of peace; of the in- 
creaſe of his government there ſhall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom 
to order it, and to eflabliſh it with judgment, 
and with juftice, from hence forth, even for 
ever. Is by Jonathan, in his Targum, as we 
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Chriſtians maintain, poſitively aſcribed to the 
meſſiah. | 
In like manner, the 11th chapter of aiab, 
which, in the judgment of us Chri/tians, ſpeaks. 
of the meſſiah, and the ſerene ſtate and bleſſed- 
neſs of his kingdom; is twice, that is, on the 
firſt verſe, and on the ſixth, by Jonathan lite. 
rally attributed to the meſſiah. 

And the whole tenor of the 52d chapter of 
I/aiah, from the 7th verſe of it to the end of 
the 53d chapter, being a manifeſt and uninter- 
rupted prediction of Fe/as Chriſt our Lord, as 
St. Fohn in his goſpel, chap. x11. ver. 38. and 
St. Paul to the Romans, Chap. x. ver. 16. have 
inſtructed us; Fonathan in his Targum, which 
was writ before our Saviour's time, and there- 
fore is an 1nvincible evidence againſt the eus, 
explains it of the meſſiah at the 13th verſe of 
the 52d chapter, and alſo at the 1oth verſe of 
the: 530. >; | 1 

The prophecy of Micah,- chap. v. ver. 2. 
But thou Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among ike thouſands of Judah, yet out of 
t hee ſhall he come forth unto me, that is, to be 


ruler in Iſrael; whoſe going forth have been 


rom of old, from everlaſting; all Chriſtians 
8 . vg to the 2 2 As 40 the 
chief prieſts and ſcribes of the Fews, when 
commanded by Herod the Great to give their o- 
pinion upon this text. And Jonathan, who 
made one among thoſe doctors whom Herod 
conſulted upon this occaſion, has render'd the 
text thus: Out of thee hall come forth before 
me the meſpah, who ſhall exerciſe ſovereign rule 


over Iſrael. 


P/alm 1xx11, and xlv, and particularly the ſe- 
cond Halm, is by all Chriftians ancient as 
well as modern, applied to the meſſiah, whoſe 
kingdom, according to David's prophecy, has 
been gloriouſly eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding all 
the perſecution it met with from the Fews and 
other infidel powers of the earth. And the 
Targums underſtand theſe P/alms in the ſame 
ſenſe that we do. | 

The Fews, in order to evade the force of 
theſe arguments deduc'd from the abovemen- 
tion'd Targums, which they all acknowledge 
ro be of equal authority with the ſacred writ; 
have recourſe to ſuch low ſhifts, as even a 
ſchool-boy would be aſham'd of: And there- 
fore I ſhall not trouble the reader with a re- 
petition of them. The truth of the matter 15, 
all the diſlike that the preſent Fews entertain 
againſt Chriſtianity, proceeds from the ſame 
reaſon, which their anceſtors ob jected againſt 
Moſes, viz. Where is the inhericance of fields 
and vineyards that was promiſed to us? Num 
xvi. 14. their groveling hearts are nail'd to the 
earth, and the periſhing enjoyments in it, whill 
they deſpile an eternal reality, of which the'c 
things were but the figure. But would the) 
conſider their law in that ſpiritual and heavel- 
ly ſenſe for which it was originally intended, 
they would ſoon be brought to acknowledg* 
with us, that every title, and Iota of Wes 
been compleatly verified and fulfilled in 5 
glorious reign of our meſſiah, our 1/az* * , 
was offered up in ſacrifice for us; our 7 Ned, 


that was ſold for our ſpiritual preſetvati 
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our Moſes, that has redeem'd us from the worſe 
than Agyptian bondage of fin and hell, and 
continues to guide us ſafely through the wil 
dernels of this miſerable life; and our Joſbua, 
who alone can give us an happy entrance into 
the heavenly Canaan. In a word; the wonder- 
ful harmony between the law and the goſpel, is 
ot it felt a conviction to any one that allows 
his reaſon the liberty to examine it. | 
The high-prieſt of Rome dying about thi 
time, Auguſtus thought fit to poſſeſs himſelf of 
that office. Among other things that fell un- 


der his care and examination, were the ſibylline 


oracles, which now made a very great noiſe, 
and were in the hands of every body. 'The 
authors of theſe propheſies were ten women, 
and called ſibyls, from the eldeft of them, 
whoſe name was Sibylla. And there was no- 
thing amongſt the Romans which they kept with 


a more religious care, than their prophetick 


books. But theſe books, during the civil wars 
of Marius and Hlla, being deftroy*d and burnt 
with the capitol about eighty-three years be- 


fore the birth of our Saviour; this accident put 


the ſenate upon a reſolut ion to reſtore them in 
the beſt manner they could. To this purpoſe, 
therefore, they ſent three ambaſſadors to Ery- 
thre in Ionia, where the moſt noted woman of 
all the ſibyls was born; who having collected 
from private hands all the propheſies they could 
get, return'd with them to Rome. The ſenate, 
likewiſe, ſent to numbers of other places in the 
iſles, Greece, and Africa, as well as in Italy), 
and thence had brought them all propheſies 
that paſs*d under the names of ſibyls. 

This care of the ſenate, to repair the loſs of 
the ſibylline books, gave ſuch a character and 
weight to their propheſies, that all the world 
enquired after them, and purchaſed copies of 
them. And thus it was that Virgil had his ſi- 
bylline propheſy of the coming of our Saviour, 
which propheſy we gave an account of ſome 
pages before. = 


But, in regard the uſe the ſenate intended 


to make of them, was much defeated by their 


being common, Auguſtus, on his entering into 
the office of high- prieſt, call'd in ſo many co- 
pies of thoſe books, as amounted to a multi- 
tude of volumes; and having burnt two thou- 
ſand of them, reſerved only ſuch as were rec- 
koned genuine, and bore the name of one or 
other of the moſt famous ſibyls. And theſe 
oracles, while Rome continued heathen, were 
always conſulted in their caſes of difficulty ; 


for after the coming of our Saviour, the great 


ſovereign and abſolute governor of truth, all 
other oracles being put to ſilence, they could 
have recourſe to nothing elſe for divination but 
the above ſibylline books, Virgil's lots, or other 
eatheniſh abſurdities of the like nature. 
And thus, for the ſpace of eighty years be- 
fore the birth of Chri/t, theſe prophecies had 
continued in the hands of the vulgar. Among 
ſeveral of them, which foretold the coming of 
the meſſiah, and the glory of his kingdom, we 
ae, in the preceeding part of this work, taken 
notice of two, viz. one mentioned by Virgil, 
and the other by Julius Marathus, in theſe 
words, That nature was about to bring forth a 
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ſon that ſhould be king-of the Romans. Here 
nature it ſelf, that is to ſay, the great author 
of nature, is acknowledged to be the ſole cauſe 
of the birth. Theſe two propheſies run in ge- 
neral terms, but there were others that pointed 

out the people, of whom the meſſiah ſhould 
deſcend, as well as the country where he ſhould 
be born; as appears from Tacitus, who, ſpeak- 
ing of Veſpaſian's making war againſt the Je dos, 
tell us, that a firm belief had obtained among 
very many, that, according to the ancient books 
of the prieſts, it ſhould about this time come 
to paſs that the eaſt ſhould carry the day, and 
there ſhould ſpring our of Judæa thoſe who 
would . became maſters of the whole. world. 
And Suetonius, in his account of the ſame time, 
expreſſes himſelf in theſe words, A ſettled and 
firm opinion had prevail*d all over the eaſt, 
that it was an unalterable decree of fate that 


the eaſt ſhould prevail, and that thoſe who 


ſhould ariſe out of Judæa, ſhould obtain the 
monarchy of the world. "Theſe propheſies are 
by the abovementioned Roman hiſtorians ſaid 


to be fulfill'd in Veſpaſian, but without any 


manner of foundation; they being only appli- 
cable to the beginning of our Saviour's king- 
dom, the glory of which commenced to diffuſe 
it ſelf ſome years before the call of Veſpaſian 
out of Fudza to lit at the helm of Rome, which 
was but a petty part of the world; and, be- 
ſides, Veſpaſian was not a native of Fadæa. 

It was the pleaſure of the great king of 
kings, that the perſonal appearance of his al- 
mighty ſon ſhould by theſe propheſies be pro- 
claimed, and come to the knowledge of the 
Heat hens; the devils themſelves, who preſided 
in theſe Pagan oracles, being, before they quit- 
ted their habitations, compell'd to declare 
him. 

Whilſt Auguſtus was employ'd in reviſing 
and examining the ſibylline books, there was 
nothing but diſtraction and trouble, in the fa. 
mily of Herod; guilt would not let Salome 
reſt, till ſhe had brought Alexander and Ariſto- 
baulus under the diſpleaſure of Herod. Theſe 
two princes, when in company with Salome, or 
Pheroras her brother, could not help dropping 
a few words, from which might by a ſmall in- 
ference be gather'd that they were reſolved one 
day to revenge the death of their mother; and 
they would ſometimes, when the diſcourſe led 
them to remember their mother, be hurried in- 
to indecent reflections againſt Herod, and with 
great bitterneſs accuſe his cruelty for having 
without cauſe pur her to death. 

Salome and Pheroras, who well knew the in- 


ward burnings of their heart, took all the op- 


portunities they could meet with to raiſe and 
inflame their paſſion, to the end they might 
force them to vent it in ſuch a manner, as, when 
repeated with an additional gloſs of their own, 
would bring Herod to an opinion that they 


aimed at his life. H:rod, for a curb to their 


inſolence, and to bring them to more wiſe 
thoughts, brought Antipater, whom be had by 
his wife Doris, to Jeruſalem; but this expe- 


dient, inſtead of working the effect deſir'd, 


made the youths more implacable than ever, 
and break out into higher expreſſions of anger. 
Antipater, 
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father's affection, and left nothing untried that 
ſeemed to him in any degree capable to ſpirit 


up Herod againſt them. He had too much cun- 


ning to fall a railing at them himſelf, and there- 
fore kept private and unexpected agents about 
the king, who were continually buzzing in his 
cars what the young princes had ſaid, and, for 


one truth reported, told twenty lies of their 


Own. - 

Herod being thus beſieged by the fly artifices 
of Salome, Pheroras and Antipater was ſoon 
brought to treat Alexander and Ariſtobulus with 
great indifference and contempt. Antipater was 
loaded with new honours, - and his mother Do- 
ris (whom Herod had divorced to make way 
for his late marriage with Mariamne, the 
prieſt's daughter), recalled to court. All He- 
rod's lettets to Auguſtus begun now to breathe 
nothing but the praiſes of Antipater; and when 
Herod went to pay his reſpects to Agrippa, who 
had been ten years governor of Aa, Antipater 
alone, of all his children, had the pleaſure to 


go along with him: Beſides, he prevail'd with 


Aprippa to carry Antipater with him to Rome, 
and introduce him into the love and friendſhip 
of Auguſtus. Which teſtimony of Herod's love 
to him, made every body think that he defign'd 
Antipater for his ſucceſſor in the throne. 

Antipater, in whoſe hands Herod had lodged 
many rich and valuable preſents, for the uſe of 
Auguftus, being in the company of Agrippa, ar- 
rived at Rome with ample letters of recom- 
mendation from his father to Auguſtus, and all 
others, in whom he cou'd repoſe a confidence, 
was every where receiv'd with all demonſtra- 
tions of honour. In the mean time, Antipater 
taking under ſerious conſideration the conſe- 
quences that might ariſe from his abſence, cea- 
fed not, by frequent letters, to admoniſh his 


father to be upon conſtant guard againſt the 


wicked plots of Alexander and Ariftobulys, and 


interweaving them with many invectives againſt 


the brothers, which he wrapp'd up under the 
cover of extraordinary love, concern, and du- 
ty. He at laſt brought his purpoſe to bear, 
and ſo incenſed Herod againſt them, that he no 
longer look'd upon them as his ſons, but as his 


greateſt enemies. 49128 


However, theſe diſturbances did not ſo en- 


tirely engroſs Herod's thoughts, but he ſtill 


went on with the buildings of the temple. He 
had in about a year and a half from the time 
that the firſt ſtone was laid, built the main bo- 
dy of the temple, that is to ſay, the holy 
place, the holy of holies, and the porch or en- 
trance which led to them; and eight years more 
compleated the work, according to Herod's 
plan. And this temple continu'd ſtill to be 
call'd the ſecond temple, till its final-ruin and 
deſtruction by Titus. For Herod was in this 
point ſo modeſt to ſay, that he had only re- 
pair'd the ſecond temple, 5009 

Titus Volumnius, and Sentius Saturninus, 
were, by Auguſtus, jointly nominated to ſuc- 
ceed -2prippa in the government of Syria and 
Phenicia ; and Agrippa had orders to march a- 
gainſt the Pannonians; who were then in re- 
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> Antipater, on the other hand, made it his bu- 

_ -fineſs to ſeize all the avenues that led to his 


bellion againſt the ſtate. But no conſiderable 
action follow'd ; for the military fame of Agrippa 
ſo cow'd the hearts of the rebels, that they 
came ſoon to an accommodation upon ſuch a 
footing as he thought fit to allow them. 
Agrippa having thus happily ſettled affairs 
in Pannonia, ſicken'd, on his return to Campa- 
nia, and died. He had always preſerved the 
principal place in Auguſius*s affection, and, 
which was more, faithfully ſerved him. He 
had ever kept Auguſtus eaſy, with regard to 
the adminiſtration ; his death, therefore, could 
not othetwiſe be receiv'd than with a ſenſible 
affliction. He earneſtly wiſh*d for another man 
like Azrippa, who might divide the fatigues of 
government with him : But his own choice be- | 
ing over-ruPd by his wife Livia (who would 
hear of no ſucceſſor to Agrippa but the lewd 
Tiberius, her own ſon by a former husband), 
Auguſtus found himſelf. obliged to accept Ti- 
berius, and give him his daughter Julia, the 
widow of Agrippa, to'wife. 
Herod being now wrought up to ſuch a pitch, 
that he wiſh*'d for nothing more than the death 
of Alexander and Ariftobults, took a reſolution 


to go to Rome, and there give in his charge a- 


gainſt them before 4½guſtus. Having, there- 
fore, in the year of the world 3993, embark'd 
with his ſons in one veſſel, he ſet out on his 
voyage for Italy; but nor finding Auguſtus at 
Rome, he was oblig'd to follow him to Agnileia. 
And having there brought his ſons into the pre- 
ſence of Auguſtus, he warmly accuſed them of 
being in a conſpiracy to poiſon him. The in- 


nocent youths were greatly ſhock'd to hear 


themſelves charg'd with a crime they had nerer 
once thought of, and could not help letting 
fall a flood of tears. At length, Alexander, 
reſuming himſelf, ſpoke out a defence in ſuch 
a modeſt, ſtrong, and handſome manner, as ful- 
ly convinc'd Auguſtus of their innocence, and 
made him acquit them. After this, he healed 
up the breach between Herod and his ſons, and 
laid his commands upon them to live for the 
future in mutual love and union. FR 
Herod having in acknowledgement of the em- 
perer*s kind offices begg*d him to accept three 
hundred talents towards . defraying the large 
expences he was then making at Rome; Al- 
guſtus, who could not bear to be out- done in 
generoſity, in return beſtow'd upon him half 
the revenue ariſing from the mines of Cyprus, 
together with the ſupreme direction of the 
whole. After this, Herod and his ſons made 
their compliments of leave to Auguſtus, and (et . | 
out for Eleuſa in Glicia, where being arrived, 
they had the good fortune to meet Arc helgu, 
king of Cappadocia, who honourably received 
them, and expreſs'd great joy at the news of 
Herod's being reconciled to his children. 
Herod, on his coming to Feruſalem, aſſem- 
bled the people, as uſual, and having laid be- 
fore them the ſucceſs of his voyage, preceede 
next to ſettle the ſucceſſion of the kingdom, 
beginning with Anti pater, and after him enral- 
ling it on Alexander and Ariſtobulus, the ſons o 
Mariamne. Then he concluded with an exhot. 
tation to thoſe of his own court and party, that 
they would in their ſeveral ſtations W 
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to procure to him the good-will and affeEtion of 
his people, as the only means to promote at 
once his ſecurity, and their own intereſt and 
wealth, The wiſer and beſt part of the audi- 
ence were not at all pleas'd with that branch 
of his diſcourſe which regarded the ſucceſſion ; 
an ambitious hope, they thought, would una- 
voidably cauſe a rupture between the youths, 
and one time or other end in the deſtruction of 
ſome of them. ks | 
The city of Cz/area being now finiſh'd, 
Herod made the dedication of it to Auguſtus 
with all poſſible ſplendor and magnificence, and 
thicher invited all ſuch as excelled in any kind 
of feſtival exerciſes. He gave ſumptuous en- 
tertainments to the populace, and inſtituted 
publick games to be held there once a year, in 
memory of Auguſtus. Herod's generoſity on 
this occaſion appear'd in ſoextraordinary a 
manner, that Augufius was pleas'd to ſay, the 
grandeur of his mind ſo far exceeded the 
ſtrength and power of his crown, that he de- 
ſerved to reign over all Syria and Agypr. 
After this, he built in that part of the 
country which 1s call'd Caphar-Saba, a city, to 
which he gave the name of Antipatris, in me- 
mory of his father Antipater; and in the terri- 
tories of Jericho he caus'd to be erefted a ca- 
ſtle named Cypron, to commemorate his mother, 
and a city called Phaſaclis, as a teſtimony of 
reſpe&t to his brother Pha/ae/. It would be 
endleſs ro enumerate the many particulars of 
that munificence, or rather vanity of ſpirit, 
which he ſhewed 1n his own dominions, as well 
as in Syria, Greece, and all other places where 
he travell'd, He laid out a vaſt ſum towards 
finiſhing the public works at Nicopolis, which 
Auguſtus had founded near Adtium. He built, 
repair d, or beautity'd many Heathen remples, 
and allow'd an annual revenue for celebrating 
the O/ympick games, which were much ſunk in 
their reputation for want of caſh to ſer them 
forth with ſolemnity and honour. 
Theſe and other his innumerable extrava- 
gancies, reduced him below the innocent con- 
dition of the beggar; for nothing but torce 
could relieve his wants. Daily raxes, heavy 
impoſitions, oppreſſion, and tyranny, were the 
ways and means he made uſe of to fill an empty 
pocket, and terror and dread, habited like ſol- 
diers, made the collection. 

Herod had in many things before diſobliged 
the Fews, His manner of life put it paſt a 
diſpute that he neglected both their law and 
their religion. The excuſe he brought for e- 


forward idolatrous worſhip, was too thin a 
maſque to keep out the ſun, and therefore ag- 
gtavated his guilt, and but the more incenſed 
the people: And having now, upon the above 
oundation, raiſed a ſuperſtructùre of cruelty 
and grinding exaction, there was nothing left 
ot him to do, but to contrive the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſociation he could againſt their hatred. 

In purſuit hereof, he firſt sketch'd out the 
lollowing ſcheme in his own mind: A new 
dect ſhall, from among the Fews, be in my 
name incorporated, and called Herodians. 1 
will ingraft it upon the tenets of the Saddu- 
cee, and of conſequence ſhall not want enow 
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recting cemples, and placing images in them to 
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© to eſpouſe it. An endeavour to give a looſe to 
© the paſſions, and ſet the mind tree from the 
* apprehenſions of a future ſtate, will find a 
ready acceptance among all thoſe whom vice 
* and irregular deſires have hurried into a de- 
© teſtation of virtue, 'The court, including 
* all their relations and dependents, make up 
© the. moſt flouriſhing and wealthy part of the 
© nation, and at preſent either are entirely de- 
© voted to my intereſt, or may ſoon be brought 
* toſuch a reform as will not diſpute my com- 
© mand; and a leading example, for ſome time 
* ſet, will not long go without the deſired ef- 
© tet. I have incurr'd the odium of the 
« people, by ſubjecting myſelf and my domi- 
© nions to the power of Rome; and have ftill 
© more offended them, by complying with Ro- 
© man Cuitoms : A ſect, therefore, in defence 
© of theſe two points, muſt be conſlitated, that 
© may keep me 1n countenance, and divide and 
© ſhare with me, if not totally break, the ma- 
© lice of the people.“ | F 
Herod having thus plann'd his intention, pro- 
ceeded next to put it in execution, impoſing 
no greater burthen upon his followers, than to 
believe that it vas, in a caſe of neceſſity, law- 
ful to give obedience, and pay taxes to a fo- 
reign power; and, laſtly, that occaſional con- 
formity to Heathen uſages was prudent, as well 
as neceſſary. The firſt of theſe tenets was 
ſtoutly oppoſed by the Phar:/ees ; for it being 
ſaid, Deut. xvii. 15. One from among thy bre- 
thren ſhalt thou ſet king over thee ; thou mayeſt 
not ſet a ſtranger over thee, which is not thy 
brother. The Phariſtes from thence concluded, 
it was a thing inconſiſtent with their religion 
to ſubmit or pay taxes ro the Romans. But 
the Herodians nicely diſtinguiſhed away the 
text; maintaining, it only prohibited the vo- 
luntary election of a toreigner to reign over 
them, and therefore did not exclude ſubmiſſion 
in an event of force. The Sadducees, to a man, 
came over to this new ſect, as may be gather'd 
from Mat. xvi. 6. and Mark vin. 15. where 
thoſe who are call'd Sadducees in one of the goſ- 
pels, are noted with the name of Herodiaus in 
the other. But this pernicious fect did nor 
long hold up its head, being ſoon extirpated by 
the preaching of the apoſtles. | 
One would be at a loſs to think how ſuch a 
monſtrous abſurdity, as the disbelief of a fu- 
ture ſtare, ſhould enter into the breaſt of any 
man, eſpecially thoſe who had an expreſs reve- 
lation from rhe prophets, and other holy wri- 
ters, to che contrary : But thoſe Sadducees, or 
Herodians, being perſons oft moſt abandon'd 
and diſſolute lives, were glad of any ſhift, 
however mean, to keep from the fight of day 
the wounds of a troubled conſcience. Guile 
made them ſhudder at the thought of an atter- 
reckoning ;. they therefore renounce: it with all 
their might: Yer {till they found that ſolitude 
and darkneſs, . or cool reaſon, always recall'd 
to their view the certainty of an atter- ſtate of 
retribution. I heir urmoſt exertion and labour 
was able to riſe no higher thin a common opi- 
ate; that is to ſay, ir only procured them a 
temporary truce, They likewlfe' denied all the 
{criptures, excepting only the five books of 
Moyſes, which was the reaſon that our Lord 
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Jeſus in that conference, Mat. xxii. Mark xii. 
Like xx. which he had with them touching the 
reſurrection, made uſe of no argument but what 
might by an obvious inference be deduc'd from 
the law itſelf. a 

The belief of an hereafter is ſo wrought in- 
to our very nature, that even the Heat hens 
themſelves aſſented to the truth of it. I there- 


fore ſhall, in oppoſition to the Herodians of 


Sadducees, only beg leave to call in the natural 
ſuggeſtions of Cicero, who, in the perſon of 
Cato, ſpeaks ro the following purpoſe : 
© Oh how does my ſoul earn to viſit and en- 
< joy the OE of thoſe friends of mine de- 
© parted, whom I had here reſpected with ſo 
© much love, and honour; Nor are my thoughts 
© confined only to my acquaintance ; I deſire, 
© alſo, to ſee thoſe heroes, of whom I have 
© heard, and read, and writ. Was I once up- 
© on my way thither, no one ſhould pull me 
back. If the ſupreme being ſhould make me 
© a propoſal to renew my youth, and put me 
© to begin the world again, I would, with a 
© firm and compoſed mind, retuſe it: For 
© what emolument is there in this lite, or, ra- 
© ther, what anguiſh and ſolicirude is there not? 
© Oh! thrice happy day, that ſhall deli:er me 
from this ſink of earth, from this reſtleſs and 
* {editions company, and tranilate me to thoſe 
© bleſs'd abodes which exalt, the reſidence of 
© divine ſpirits !? | 
Theſe opinions of the Herodians being ſtifly 
refiſted by the Phariſees, gave an after-occaſion 
to thoſe who made it their buſineſs to lay 
ſnares for our Lord J7eſus, to chute a few out 
of each ſect, in order to go together and ask 
him the following perplex'd queſtion : Ts it 
lawful to give tribute unto Cæſar, or no? Mat. 
X111. 10. They had flatter*'d themſelves into a 
confident hope, that which way ſoever the an- 
ſwer ſhould be given, he would bring himſelf 
into inevitable danger: For, ſhould he anſwer 
in the affirmative, the Phariſees were at hand 
to rouze the people againſt him for invading 
their rights, which they thought could not o- 
ther wiſe be ſupported than by refuſing tribute 
to a foreign power. And, ſhould he reſolve it 
in the negative, the Herodians were upon the 
catch to traduce him as an enemy to Cæſar. 


But our Lord, who well knew the inmoſt pur- 


oſes of their deceitful hearts, gave ſuch a no- 
ble reſolution to their captious interrogatory, 


as quite diſarm'd the premeditated malice of 


both of them. 


Re; who had not, as yet, loſt the 
ſcent of his old project for deſtroying the two 
brothers, indefatigably went on to make the 
whole right to the crown center in his own per- 
ſon. The principal artifice he made uſe of, was 
the giving frequent teſtimonies of his great af- 
fection and eſteem for the youths, and often 
pleading their cauſe in the preſence of Herod ; 
but in ſuch an oblique manner, as again awa- 
kened the old tyrant's ſuſpicion, and conſe- 
quently prepared his ears for a greedy recep- 
tion of whatever elſe might afterwards be laid 
to their charge. At the ſame time, he had his 
emiſſaries ready to throw upon them all the 
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bound up in him ; he entirely relied upon him 5 
and therefore gave orders to his prime miniſter 
to do nothing, with regard to national concerns, 
without his direction and counſel, On the o- 
ther hand, Alexander and Ariſtobulus, whoſe 
minds were as great as their births, were ex- 
tremely chagrined to find themſelves thus treat- 
ed by him, who was their inferior in both, 
Their wives, too, fell in with their reſentment, 
bur, particularly, G/aphyra, who mortally ha- 
ted Salome, on account of her preſuming to 
raiſe her daughter, the wife of Arifobulns, to 
an equal honour with her that was the daughter 
of a king. | | N 
Pheroras, Herod's brother, at the inftigation 
of Salome, did all that lay in his power to fi- 
niſh their ruin; and therefore he told Alexay- 
der, that he had certain information Herod was 
become ſo paſſionately in love with his wife 
Glaphyra, that nothing leſs than enjoyment 
would ſerve his turn. Alexander immediately 
grew jealous of his father, and common civili- 
ties were afterwards interpreted into full evi- 
dences of a ſtrong paſſion. At length, being 
no longer able to conceal his ſorrow, he waited 
upon the king, and, with tears, repeated to 
him what Pheroras had ſaid. Herod ſtood for 
ſome time aſtoniſhed at the malice of the re- 
port ; but as ſoon as he could recover himſelf, 
ſending for Pheroras, he vehemently reproach'd 
him, and in a manner as deſerved ſo vile a be- 
haviour. Pheroras, who could not deny the 
fact, transierr'd the blame of it upon Salome ; 
ſhe again denied it heartily, crying our, that 
all the world had entered into a conſpiracy to 
ſet her at variance with her brother. After 
this, Herod bid Pheroras and Salome get out of 
his fight, and ſeemed perfectly pleas'd with the 
diſcrete conduct of Alexander. | 
But this good underſtanding between Herold 
and Alexander was of a very ſhort duration ; 
the wicked heart of Salome could not lie fal- 
low : She ſuborned witneſſes to inform the 
king that Alexander had by the ſtrength of a 
large ſum of money corrupted his two favou- 
rite eunuchs, and brought them into an ag'cc- 
ment to poiſon him. The eunuchs were in- 
ſtantly put upon the rack, together with all 
ſuch as the tyrant ſuſpected might be privy to 
the deſign. Some of them boldly ſtood the 
torture without confeſſing any thing, nay, ſome 
of them vent to death proteſting their inno- 
cence all the while, notwithſtanding the extre- 
mity of their torments ; bur others, of a weaket 
frame, confeſs'd things they knew nothing of, 
in order to be releas'd from the ſeverity of 
ain. 
5 Theſe ſham evidences of a plot, were, how- 
ever, ſufficient to multiply the ſuſpicions of 
Herod ; he begun to diſtruſt every body ; each 
revolving day open'd with the ſeizure of one 
or other; and theſe perſons, to ſave them- 
ſelves, falſely accuſed orhers. Calumnies and 
lies grew into faſhion, and the monſter ſeem 
to take a particular ſatisfaction in condemning 
people to death. He was, during this fever of. 
his mind, conſtant in nothing but inconſtancy* 
One moment he would grievouſly mourn fer 


black calumnies that ſpite and envy could in- having put people to death, and in an hour et 
vent. Herod's ſoul came by degrees to be two after give a freſh order to execute others. 


Hereupon, 
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Hereupon, Alexander was thrown into pri- 
ſon, and loaded with fetters. In this a 
of affairs, which did not in the leaſt deject him, 
he ſent a few papers to his father, importing, 
there was no farther neceſſity to make uſe of 
torture for attaining to the truth, in regard the 
conſpiracy was in it ſelf ſo plain as to admit 
no doubt: I hat all his moſt intimate confi- 
dents, together with Pheroras and Salome, were 
engaged in it; and, in fine, that the whole bo- 
dy ot the nation had reſolved to have his life, 
in hopes of leading a quiet and peaceable time 
after his death. 

Upon this mock-diſcovery from Alexander, 
the whole court was caſt into a great conſter- 
nation. Herod's guilty conſcience made him 
ſwallow every thing, and threw him into a dif- 
fidence even of his beſt friends. He lived 1n 
the midſt of racking apprehenſions, that made 
being it ſelt a puniſhment to him. The viſions 
on his bed aggravated the terrors of the pre- 
ceeding day, and new light only returned to 
make him remember both. 

Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, the father- 
in-law of Alexander, on notice of theſe divi- 
ſions, haſtened into FJudæa, to try his utmoſt 
efforts towards reinſtating Alexander in the good 
graces of Herod. On his arrival, having ſifted 
affairs to the bottom, though he found all the 
reaſon in the world to blame Herod*s credulous 
temper, and acquit Alexander; yet prudence 
ſuggeſted to him another method: He fell into 
an extreme fit of rage with his ſon-in-law, and 
highly extoll'd the conduct of Herod. No- 
thing would pacify him, but to diflolve the 
marriage, and carry home his daughter: Nay, 
he proteſted he would even renounce her, iſ he 
could learn that ſhe had been acceſſory to the 
wicked devices of her husband ; and yet did 
not diſcover them to her father- in-law. 

Herod was confounded at this unexpected 
behaviour in Archelaus; and, letting drop all 
his ſpleen at once, he found the father return 
warm into his veins, moving him to ſentiments 
of charity and compaſſion. He could rhen in- 
treat A-chelaus not to puſh things into an extre- 
mity, and with tears in his eyes beſeech him 
not to undo the marriage. : 

Archelaus ſeeing affairs reduced to that iſſue 
he had deſired, immediately let go his fury a- 
gainſt Alexander; and, turning it all upon Phe- 
roras, accuſed him as the principal author of 
all the troubles in his family. Pheroras com- 
ing to underſtand how things went, made his 
humble ſupplication, in the moſt penitent man- 
ner he could think of, to Archelaus, that he 
would endeavour to reſtore him to his brother's 


favour. Archelaus gave him his promiſe that 


he would, but firſt oblige him to throw him- 
felt at Herod's feet, make an ample acknow- 
ledgment of his fault, and beg pardon. 
Herod, being over-joy'd at the good offices 
Archelaus had done him in reſtoring peace to 
ls family, omitted no mark of eſteem that 
might publiſh his gratitude. He made him ma- 
ny valuable preſents, and, when Archelaus ſet 
duc on his return for Cappadocia, Herod attend- 
ed him to Antioch, where he adjuſted a diffe- 
rence that had long ſubfiſted between him and 
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Titus, governor of Syria, Then Herod took 
his leave of him, and came back to 8 
This Archelaus, from the ſtation of high-prieſt 
of Comana in Pontus, was, by Anthony, raiſed 
to be king of Cappadocia, in conſideration of 
ſome nightly ſervices that Anthony had received 
from his mother, | 
Whilſt animoſities run high in Herod's court, 
he had not fail'd to lay new complaints before 
Auguſtus; for which reaſon, he could do no 
leſs now, than make him a viſit, to acquaint 
him that the breach was made up. In the mean 
time, the thieves of Thrachonitis thinking his 
abſence had put a fit opportunity into their 
hands to revenge themſelves, renew'd their de- 
predations through all the territories of Herod, 
as well as the lower Syria. Herod, on his re- 
turn from Rome, march'd into Trachonitis, and 
put to the ſword all the robbers he could meet 
with. But this ſeverity of Herod only render'd 
the thieves more inſolent, and made them carry 
on their pillaging with greater fury. Herod 
had in vain ſued to the Arabians to deliver up 
the thieves to him, and repay him the money 
he had formerly lent to their king; for Heut, 
who had uſurped the crown, and alſo was his 
profeſs d enemy, politively refus*'d both. 
Hereupon, Herod, with the conſent of the 

two governors of Syria and Phenicia, entered 
Arabia with an army, and fitting down before 
the caſtle of Repta, which was the receptacle 
of thoſe thieves, he ſoon took it, and laid it 
even with the ground, He next pave battle 
to the troops ot the Arabians who came out a- 
gainſt him, and put them to flight, with the 
loſs of their general, and ſeveral private men. 
After this, he ſent three thouſand dum æans 
into Trachonitis, as a future ſecurity and pro- 
tection to the country, againſt the inroads of 
thoſe thieves: Then diſpatching a meſſenger to 
Rome, with advice of what he had ſucce Stully 
done, he returned with his forces to Judæa. 
In the interim, the Arabians, by Syllæus's 
order, having tor ſome days ſtopp'd Herod's cou- 
rier, Hllæus, by this means, got to Rome be- 
fore him; where, caſting himſelf down at Aa- 
guſtus's feet, he, with great expreſſions of ſor- 
row, gave him an account, that Herod had with 
an army invaded Arabia, laid the whole coun- 
try under ruin, plunder'd the caſtle of Repta 
of all its riches, amounting to an incredible 
ſum, and {lain Nacebus, their general, his friend 
and ally, together with two thouſand five hun- 
dred perſons of the nobility of the nation. 
Auguſtus, on hearing this complaint, ſent for 
ſome of Herod's friends, and others, who had 
lately arrived from Syria, to know the truth 
of the matter; and being aſſured by them that 
Herod had actually made an expedition into 
Arabia, he put himſelf to the trouble of no 
farther enquiries, but, taking the reſt of the 
ſtory to be true, as well as that, writ to Herod 
in a very menacing manner ; concluding, thar, 
though he had hitherto reſpected him as a 
friend, he muſt for the future expect only to be 


treated as a ſubject. 


This news ſo animated the Arabians, that 
they would not ſtand to any of thoſe terms 
they had formerly engaged in with Herod, On 


the 
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the other ſide, the Thrachonite thieves, taking 
an advantage of his misfortune, committed all 
ſorts of hoſtilities, pillaging the country round, 
and laying all places under contribution. He- 
rod, in this ebb of Auguſtus's favour, thought 
it the ſafeſt courſe to fic ſtill, applying to pre- 
ſent evils no remedy but patience. He had 
ſent two embaſſies to Auguſtus, but neither the 
one nor the other was allowed an audience ; 
nor could this repeated proof of Auguſtus's 
diſpleaſure hinder him from making a third ex- 
eriment, by the help of friends, to recover 
PT, He therefore made choice of Nicolaus, 
his old and aſſured friend, no one elſe being, 
in his opinion, fit to manage an affair of ſo nice 
and delicate a nature. | 

Auguſtus, obſerving the ſeveral abuſes that 
had, through the negligence of the pontifs, or 
chief prieſts, crept into the Julian ſtyle, ap- 
plied himſelf this year to ſet it to rights. Bur 
before we give an account of this affair, it will 
not be amiſs to premiſe the manner, in which 
was ſettled the Fulian form. ; 

The Roman year, at firft, conſiſted of ten 
months, making, in all, but 304 days: Numa 
afterwards enlarged it to twelve months, con- 
taiuing 354 days: But this method of reckon- 
ing falling yearly ſhort of the length of an ex- 
act year, by ten days, and ſix hours, it put 
them to the trouble, every eighth year, of in- 
terpoſing three entire months; and this they 
called their leap-year. And the beginning of 
January being, by this erroneous computation, 
drove back to the time of our preſent Mic ha- 
elmas, and the leap-year always either anteda- 
ted or poſtponed, according to the arbitrary hu- 
mour of the pontiffs, a general diſorder follow- 
ed, which Julius Cæſar rectified, in this man- 
ner: 

He, inſtead of twelve Lunar months, which 


was the ſum of the old year, introduced the 


Solar year, making it to conſiſt of 365 days, 
and ſix hours; which odd ſix hours, in four 
years time, amounting to a day, were then ad- 


ded between the twenty-third and the twenty- 


fourth day of February following, and ſo con- 
ſtituted what we call the leap-year, containing 
366 days. And becauſe this inſertion was 
made by placing the ſixth of the calends of 
March (which is the twenty-fourth day of Fe- 
bruary) twice in the Roman calendar for that 
year, therefore was it named the biſſextile 
ear. 

Julius Cæſar having thus regulated and ſet- 
tled the year upon a fix'd and durable baſis, he 
made it, likwiſe, begin from the firſt of Fa- 
nuary, which he then fixed to the winter ſol- 
ſtice. But now it hath exceeded that time b 
ſeveral days, in regard the natural Solar year 
falls eleven minutes ſhort of the Julian. And 
this overplus of eleven minutes in the Jalian 
year, coming, in the ſpace of an hundred and 
thirty years, to form a day, from thence it 
ariſes, that on every ſuch expiration «ct years, 
the firtt of Fanuary ſteps one day forward 
more chan it ought to do, and conſequently 
tranſgreſſes the bounds of the natural go/ar 
year. 
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years, for three hundred years ſucceſſively, and 


therefore, ſignified his pleafure, that, tor the 


ſumpruous,and magnificent manner: And high- 
ly fit it was that the temple thould now have 


guſtus, being now diſcontended at ſome things 


out for Rhodes, where he afterwards liv'd pri- 


This inconvenience, pope Gregory the thirz 
teenth endeavoured to rectify, by omitting one 
leap-year in the beginning of every hundred 


allowing every forth century to paſs on, ag 
before. | a 

But to return to Auguſtus. Thoſe who had 
the inſpection of the Roman calender, having, 
for the ſpace of thirty-ſix years, appointed e- 
very third year to be leap-year, inſtead of the 
fourth, three ſupernumerary days were, by this 
means added to the Roman year. Auguſtus, 


twelve ſucceeding. years, no leap-year ſhould 
come in at all: And having thus hit upon a me- 
thod to diſcharge the year of its redundancies, 
he order d, for tlie future, that is to ſay, from 
the thirteenth year next enſuing, that the leap- 
year ſhould ever after take place according to 
the Julian form. At the ſame time the ſenate 
of Rome iſſued out a decree, that the month 
formerly call'd Sext//;s, ſhould, in all ages 
following, in honour of Auguſtns, hear his 
* which, to this very day, it cbntinues to 
0. | 

Herod having fully executed all that he pro- 
pos'd to do, with regard to the rebuild.ng and 
beautifying the temple, proceeded nex to ce- 
lebrate the dedication of it in a molt folemn, 


been made to ſhine our in all its moſt illuſtrious 
ornaments, when it had in leſs than tour years 
after, the great lord and maſter of it to re- 
Celve. | 
About this time died Horace, and Mecenas 
his patron, who, after the death of Agrippa, 
till the day of his own, held the firſt place in 
Auguſtus's eſteem. And in this fame year was 
Obodas, king of the Nabathean Arabians, poi- 
foned, by the command of Hans. The death 
of the king, he thought, would be an induce- 
ment to Auguſtus to confirm him in the throne, 
Bur the Na atheans, who were deſcended of 
Nebaioth, the ſon of Iſhmatl, took the hint 
from Hlæus's abſence, to beſtow the crown 
upon Aneas, whom they afterwards called Ha- 
ret h. Nor did they ſtay to confult Auguſtus a- 
buut the matter, thinking an opportunity was 
not to be loſt, that might reſtore them to their 
natural rights. | . 
Tiberius, the ſhameleſs ſon-in-law of Au- 


that paſs' in Rome, quitted the city, and fer 


vately for the ſpace of feven years. He pre- 
rended, at his leaving Rome, that the deſire of 
knowledge was the motive alone that ſwayed 
him; and therefore Augn/tus, after ſome paule, 
gave his conſent, But when, at the expiration 
of the above term of years, he wanted to re- 
turn, Auguſtus, who well underſtood the man, 
was not without repeated importunity brought 
to condeſcend, —— 
In the mean time, the domeſtick calamities 
of Herod multiplied daily: Pheroras and Ha- 
lume were upon conſtant duty to fill his tyran- 
nical head with new ſuſpicions, and, by a num. 
2 berleſs 
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berleſs train of artful contrivances, got him at 
laſt skrew'd up to hate his ſons as much as ever. 
Hereupon, Herod threw them both into pri- 


ſon, loaded them with chains, and, confining. 


them to ſeparate rooms, gave orders that they 
ſhould ſend him their confeſſion in writing. 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, in conſequence of 


his command, ſent him a paper, importing, that 


they had never entertain'd the leaſt thought of 
forming a conſpiracy againſt the life of their 
father; but that the miſerable ſtate they were 
in, had really induced them to concert ſome 
meaſures for making an eſcape. | 
Nicolans R his arrival at Rome, 
being inform'd that ambaſſadors were there ar- 
riv'd on the part of the new king of Arabia 
Petræa, with poſitive inſtructions to accuſe Sy/- 
Lens; he immediately join'd them, and under- 
taking to be their adyocate, formed the articles 
of the charge. They produc'd lerters under 
Hllæus's own hand, whereby it plainly ap- 
pear'd that he had contriv'd and authoriz d the 
murder of Obodas, king of Arabia, and many 
other perſons of the firſt rank. They likewiſe 
brought proofs for aſcertaining the reſt of the 
articles that made up the charge, When the 
day appointed came for the hearing of the 
cauſe, Nicolaus, after a long and eloquent 
pleading, wherein he ſet to view all $j//215's 
crimes, begg'd leave, ar laſt, to ſum up the 
whole with giving one inſtance of his treachery, 
which would ſerve for a corroborating evidence 
to bring him in guilty of all: And it is this 
(concluded he); He has made it his buſfineſs to 
affront and vilify the majeſty of Auguſtus with 
innumerable lies and forgeries, hereby gratifying 
his own malice againf} Herod, and ſhamele/ly 
impoſing upon you. | 
Auguſtus then as'd him whether Herod had 
not enter'd into rabia with an army, and there 
kill'd two thouſand five hundred men, carried 
away a great number of captives, and pillaged 
the country. Meolaus made anſwer, None of 
thoſe men, Sylleus talked of, had ever any being 
but in his own brain. Herod having lent five 
hundred talents to the Arabians, made it one of 
the conditions of the contrats, that if the money 
was not repaid within the term limited, he ſhould 
be at liberty to levy it by diſtreſs, after what 
manner he pleas d. Herod, accordingly, on the 
expiration of the term, did march into Arabia ; 
nor did he lead back any captives, exceptiug only 
the thieves of Trachonitis, his own ſubjects, 
whom Syllæus had wickedly protected. As to 
 thenumber of men kilPd, there fell but twenty- 
fix in all, and among them was Nacebus, the 
general. This is the true ſtate of the caſe which, 
has hitherto been ſo magnified and diſpuis'd to 
the emperor, 
_ Auguſtus, with ſome emotion of ſpirit, turn- 
iug towards Hllæus, demanded of him how 
many Arabs had been ſlain in the combat. 
Hllæus, in a faultering tone, anſwer'd, he had 
committed a miſtake, with regard to the num- 
er. Then the papers were read, which juſti- 
tied every thing that had been advanced by 
Nicolaus, Hereupon, the emperor paſs'd ſen- 
tence of death upon Sy/lzus, which, however, 
Ves not to be executed upon him till he had 
N © 78. | I” 2 95 _ 
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firſt been carried back to Arabia, and there ſas 
tisfhed all his creditors, and from thence recon- 
ducted to Rome, And accordingly, at Rome, 
be was put to death, This was the very Sy/-, 
lzus whoſe abominable treachery: (as we have 
{ome time before related) deftroy'd rhe better 
part of the Roman army, which had by Auguſ- 
tus been commiſſion*d under the captainſhip of 
_ Gallus to carry their arms againſt Ara- 
bia. d 2 
So true it is, that though the ways of infi- 
nite providence far ſurpaſs the reach of finite 
thought, and, of conſequence, the devil's ſer- 
vants alone dare 1nvidiouſly ſcrutinize them; 
yet it ſeldom happens (though it always might, 
and conſiſtently roo with much perfect juſtice 
and compaſſion, conſidering there is an after- 
tribunal, that will ſet every thing to rights) 
that over- grown wickedneſs eſcapes the divine 
vengeance, even for ſo ſhort a time as this poor 
minute of life. 455 „ 

Auguſtus begun now to be heartily grieved 
that he had ſo eaſily given ear to the falſe ſug- 
geſt ions of Hllæus, and therefore, to make 
Herod a full ſatisfaction, had determined to 
give him the kingdom of Arabia Petræa. But 
whilſt theſe thoughts were a ripening in his 
breaſt, letters from Hero came to him, which 
ſwept away the proſpect of an harveſt; for 
Auguſtus, on peruſal of the letters, finding how 
lamentably Herod's affairs were involv'd, thought 
the old jealous fool had already enough to do 
to regulate the inſide of his own houſe; and 
therefore would not add any thing from with- 
out to his preſent load of care. Whereupon, 
ſending tor Harith, the king of Arabia's ambaſ- 
ſadors, he immediately receiv'd the rich preſents 
they had brought, though he had a few days 
before refuſed them, and confirmed their maſter 
in the poſleſſion of the kingdom. 

Auguſtus, in anſwer ro Herod, ſent him word 
he was extremely concern'd to hear of the re- 
vival of his domeſt ick afflictions; an undutiful 
behaviour in his ſons could not but give him a 
very ſenſible pain. He therefore permitted 
him to proceed againſt them 1n a manner that 
their crimes might deſerve. It full evidence 
appear'd, that they had actually embark'd in a 
conſpiracy againſt the life of their father, he 
reſign'd them to the puniſhment allotted for 
parricides; but, if nothing elſe could be made 
out againſt them, than a delign to ſecure them- 
ſelves by flights, he ought to carry his reſent- 
ment no higher than a moderate correction. 
And, to the end deſire of revenge might not 
hurry him beyond all due bounds, he enjoined 


him to ſummon a council at Berytus, and there, 


in the preſence of the Roman governors, Ar- 
chelaus, king ot Cappadecia, and his own prin- 

cipal friends, examine and decide the affair. 
Herod, on receipt of this letter, cited a 
council to meet him at Ber), inviting all to 
it whom Auguſtus had nominated, except Ar- 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia. Him he left out, 
fearing his relation to one of the unhappy 
youths would put him upon endeavouring to 
fruſtrate the whole deſign. The council being 
met, Hero ſpoke againſt his own ſons in ſuch 
an intemperate manner, and with ſuch eager 
10 N Tage 
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rage aggravated their offences, that all the 
ſpe&arors there preſent ſaw his deſign was to 
have rhem, right or wrong, condemn'd and put 
ro death. He chiefly inſiſted, before rhe judges, 
upon that law of the Jews, Deut. xxi. 18, 19, 
20, 21. which in, the caſe of a rebellious ſon, 
authorizes a father to have him floned to death. 
© This ſentence, therefore, continu id he, might le- 
© pally,and without any form of proceſs, have been 
executed within my own dominions ; but being 
© unwilling to do any thing in an affair of ſuch 
© a nature without advice, I have, for that end, 
© brought it here, and to ſatisfy poſterity that 
< juſtice was the meaſure of my will. 

Saturninus, and the wiſer part of the coun- 
cil, were of opinion, that a little correction 
would be a ſufficient puniſhment for the young 
princes ; but Volumnius, the other Roman go- 
vernor, being by large preſents inveighed into 
the bloody ſentiments of Herod, warmly oppo- 
ſed their motion, concluding there was no way 
lett ro ſecure the liſe of the Nerz but by con- 
demning the ſons. And the majority happen- 
ing to ſide with him, ſentence of death was 
decreed againſt them. In conſequence where- 
of, Herod” immediately ſent them to Sebaſte, 
and ſoon after had them ſtrangled. 

Abour the latter end of the year of the world 
3998, an angel of the Lord of hoſts appeared 
ro Zacharias, and foretold him the birth of 


ried to a woman of great virtue, of the race 
of Aaron, whoſe name was Elizabeth. They 
were both of them upright in the fight of God, 
placing their whole delight in the path of his 
commandments. Bur they had no children, 
nor expected any, in regard E/izabveth had 
from her youth been barren, and was now ar- 
rived beyond that ſtage of life which gives 
hope of childing. | 
Zacharias being of the claſs of prieſts of 
the family of Abia, came up to Feru/alem in 
the week of his courſe, to do the functions of 
his miniſtry in con junction with the others of 
the ſame claſs; and when the day of his offi- 
ciating approach'd, the lot fell upon him to of- 
fer incenſe upon the golden altar of incenſe in 
the holy place. Whilſt he was thus upon his 
duty, the archangel Gabriel appear'd to him on 
the right hand of the altar of incenſe, and 
ſpoke to him in theſe words; © Let not fear trou- 
© ble the, thy ſupplication is accepted; Eliza « 
@ beth thy wite ſhall bring thee a ſon, and thou 
* muſt give him the name of Fohn, His birth 
* will be the ſubject of extraordinary joy both to 
© thee and many others; for he ſhall be mighty 
© before the Lord. He will neither taſte wine, 
© nor any other inebriating liquor, and ſhall from 
his earlieſt bud of life be illuminated with the 
© holy ſpirit. He ſhall be an occaſion of convert- 
© ing many of the houſe of ac to the Lord their 
Go d, and ſhall lead the way before him in the 
© ſpirit and might of Elias; ra- uniting the hearts 
* of parents to their children, and obſtinate rebels 
©to the profeſſion of their taith ; to the end he 
* may ſet out a people in garments proper to 
© receive their Lord. 
© How ſhall I (an/wer'd Zacharias) be ſatis- 
© hed of the truth of this? For I and my wife 
£are both of us much advanced in years. I 
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his ſon John the Baptiſt. Zacharias was mar- 


favoured of God. Theu 


voice of Mary ſaluting her, ſhe ſenſibly per- 


© am Gabriel, replied the angel, one of tliofe 
© miniſtring ſpirits who ſerve continually be- 
© fore the Lord, and was commanded to bring 
© thee this joyful meſſage. But in regard thou 
© haſt ſhewn an incredulity ro the words I have 
© told thee, thou ſhalt from this moment loſe 
© the uſe of thy ſpeech, nor be able to recover 
© jt till the day wherein theſe promiſes come to 
© be fulfill'd. 5 355 
In the mean time, the people that waited 
for Zacharias were aſtoniſhed to find him ſtay 
ſo long. And when he came out, he only 
made ſigns to them, by which they underſtood 
he had met with ſome apparition in the temple. 
The days of his ſervice being expir'd he re- 
pair'd to his own houſe, and, in a little time 
after, Elizabeth conceiv'd, and conceal'd her 
pregnancy for five months, ſaying, The mercy 
of the Lord hath ſbined upon me, and made my 
reproach to ceaſe among men. : 
Whilſt Elizabeth was in the fixth month of 
her pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was ſent to 
Nazareth, a city of the tribe of Zabulon, ſitu- 
ated at the foot of mount Thabor, to Mary, a 
virgin deſcended of the royal houſe of David. 
The angel, on his entering the houſe, ſaluted 
her in theſe words: Hail / thou that art migh- 
tily efteemed, thee Lord is with the; bleſſed art 
thou among all women, And whilſt Mary was 
with ſome anxiety revolving in her thoughts 
what thoſe words might mean; Be not afraid, 
Mary, continu'd the angel, for thou art highly 
alt concetve, and be 
delivered of a ſon, who fhall receive the name 
Jeſus. He ſhall be great, and called the ſon of 
the moſt high. The Lord ſhall ſet him in the 
throne of his father David, and he ſhall eter- 
nally reign over the houſe of Iſrael. 
Mary return'd anſwer, How can this 
come about to me, who converſe with no 
man? The angel replied, The power of the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall make thee a mother, and 
therefore the holy fruit which ariſeth from thee 
© ſhall be called the fon of God. He next pro- 
© ceeded to tell her, that her couſin Elizabeth 
was fix months gone with child. Then ſaid 
Mary to him, Behold the lowly ſeryant of the 
© Lord! may the event come forward according 
© tothy promiſe.” | 
Mary, in a tranſport of joy, took her jour- 
ney to Hebron to congratulate her couſin Eli- 
zabeth on the ſingular mercy ſhe had received 
from God. As ſoon as Elizabeth heard the 
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ceiv'd the child leap; and being inſtantly in- 
ſpir'd with the Holy Ghoſt, ſhe ſaid aloud, 
Bleſſed art thou among all women, and bleſſed is 
the fruit of thy womb. And what great hap- 
pineſs is this, that the mother of my Lord ſoould 
viſit me? For thy voice no ſooner reached 1 
ears, than the infant triumphed within ms. 
And bleſſed art thou that haſt believed the Lord, 
for what he hath promiſed will ſurely be accoit- 
pliſhed. Then Mary in an extaſy of joy, ſung 
the Magnificat of her own compoling. After 
this, Mary ſtay'd three months, attending the 
delivery of her couſin, and then return'd to her 
OWn houſe. 5 n 

Ani pater having at laſt ſucceeded in bis 


wicked attempts againſt Alexander and 3 4 
uo 
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bulus, that were his competitors for the crown, 
nothing farther, he thought, remain'd for him 
to do, but the removing Hero himſelf. He 
begun with endeavouring to gain the hearts of 
ſuch of Herod's ſubjects as he knew mortally 
hated him; he likewiſe made it his care to win 
over to his ſide ſuch friends as his father had at 
Rome. Large preſents, in his opinion, were 
ſeldom known to fail in clearing the underſtan- 
ding, and paving the way to ſucceſs; theſe, 
therefore, he plentifully ſcattered among all 
that cou'd in any degree promote his intereſt. 
He laſt of all made an effort to bring Salome 
her ſelf into the conſpiracy, but ſhe was not to 
be caught with the common bait of love and 
friendſhip. ö 

At this time there was a little miſunderſtan- 
ding between Pheroras and Herod; for Phero- 
ras had lately fallen in love with one of his 
own maid- ſervants, and married her, much a- 
gainſt the will of the king, who then offered 
him one of his daughters which he had by Ma- 
riamue. Herod ſtill went on ſolliciting him to 
put away his new wife, and marry his daugh- 
ter. At laſt, Pheroras, overcome by his im- 
portunities, bound himſelf, by an oath, that he 
would do as deſired, and marry Mariamne's 
daughter, within a month. But, on the expi- 
ration of the time, he abſolutely refuſed to 
fulfil the bargain. ; 

Antipater laying hold of this variance be= 
tween the two brothers, got Pheroras to en- 
gage with him in a conſpiracy againſt the life of 
Herod. At this time came an edict from Au- 
guſtus, commanding all the eus to make an 
oath of allegiance to him, as well as Herod ; 
which being unanimouſly refuſed by ſeven thou- 
ſand of the Phariſees, as a thing contrary to 


their law; Herod, to puniſh their diſobedience, 


ſet a heavy mulct upon them. Pheroras's wife 
paid down the tine for all of them, and they, 
by way of gratitude, pretended to a divine re- 
velation, which informed them, that her iſſue 
by Pheroras, ſhould, in bar of Herod's family, 
ſucceed to the crown. 

Herod, coming to the notice of this their 
ſham propheſy, had many of the Fhariſees ſei- 
zed, and condemned to death ; and ſuſpectin 
that Pheroras's wife had been the author of the 
whole contrivance, he vehemently accaſed her 
before an aſſembly of his friends; then turning 
to Pheroras, bid him chuſe which part of this 
alternative he liked beſt, to renounce his wife, 
or be renounced by him as a brother. Nothing, 
anſwer'd Pheroras, ſhall ever ſeparate me from 
my wife + Tcould die, but I cannot live without 


ger. Upon this, Hercd forbid him the court, 


and laid a ſtrict command on Antipater, and all 
his houſhold, not to converſe with him. 

Pheroras being now wrought up into a tho- 
rough averſion to Herod, cloſed in greedily with 
all Antipater's meaſures for the deſtruction of 
the king; and having come to a reſolution that 
their eaſieſt way was to diſpatch him by poiſon, 
and likewiſe concerted the manner; Pheroras 
retired to his government, and Antipater went 
to wait upon Auguſtus, to the end that when 
the plot came to take effe&, their abſence 
might juſtify and excuſe them. 
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But Pheroras's wicked intention was ſoon 
after prevented, by his own death. Herod, on 
an information made him by two of Pheroras's 
freed men, that his death was occaſioned by 
poiſon, put many to the queſtion, who under 
the agonies of the torture burſt out into a con- 
feſſion of the whole conſpiracy that had been 
carried on by Antipater, „ and others, 
againſt himſelf. The poiſon, by which Herod 
was to be taken off, was lodg'd, they told him, 
in the hands of Pheroras's wife, had been pur- 
chaſed at Alexandria, and from thence tranſ- 
mitted to Feru/alem, where 7 hendion, Antipater's 
uncle, receiv'd it, and by a ſecret conveyance 
had it deliver'd to Pheroras, who was the per- 
1 that had undertaken the management of the 

low. by | 

Ihe plot being thus made out by undoubted 
evidence, Herod himſelf examined the wife of 
Pheroras. She at firſt denied all; but being 
threatened with the rack, an ample diſcovery 
immediately followed. True it is, ſaid ſhe, 
th? poiſon was committed to my keeping, and my 
husband reſolved once to give it, but your viſiting 
him in his late ſickneſs had ſuch an influence 
upon him, that, with horror, he for ſoo his pur- 
poſe, and commanded me to throw the powder in= 
to the flames. I readily ove;*d, reſerving only a 


ſmall quantity for my own uſe, if neceſſity ſhould 
ſo require. Hereupon, anguiſh, remorſe, and 


deſpair, with all the other plants that in a mi- 
nate riſe from the nurſery of guilt, ſtared full 
in the face of Herod, He faw now, when it 
was too late, that Alexander and Ariftobulus 
had unjuſtly been put to death, and a conſpira- 
cy from the ſame fountain to deſtroy himſelf. 
There being at this time a general peace o- 
ver all the world, which laſted for twelve years 
together, and conſequently a proper period for 
the prince of peace, Chri/# our Lord, to make 
his publick entry into it, the temple of Janus 
begun now to be ſhut up. The reader well 
knows that the Romans were accuſtomed to 
ſthut the gates of this temple in time of peace, 
and keep them open in times of war. From 
the foundation of Rome, to the period we are 
now upon, this temple had been ſhut up bur 
five times, viz. under the reign of Numa, on 
concluding the firſt Carthaginian war; on Au- 
guſtus's becoming ſole maſter of the Roman em- 
pire ; on Auguſtus's reducing of the Cantabrians 
in Spain; and, laſtly, about the beginning of 
this year, at the end of which Chriſt our Lord 
was born. | 
On the eighth day after the delivery of Eli- 
zabeth, which happened towards the cloſe of 
the third month of this year, her child being, 
according to the law of the Jeu, to be circum- 
ciſed, and have a name given him, a friendly 
conteſt aroſe between Elizabeth and her rela- 
tions, about naming the child. Theſe would 
have him called Zacharias, after his father; 
but ſhe inſiſted he ſhould be called John. And 
this amicable difference being ſubmitted: to the 
father, and, withal, a writing-table brought 
him, he on the table writ down theſe words : 
His name is John. Then he inſtantly recover'd 
his ſpeech, and gave glory to God in that beau- 
tiful prophetic ſong which is contain'd in _ 
rit 
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firſt chapter of the goſpel according to Saint 


1 Nh | 
Auguſtus having about three years ago pub- 
liſhed an edict for the taking a ſurvey of the 
whole Roman empire, in order to ſupply him- 
ſelf with proper helps for finiſhing a book 


which he was then compoſing. upon the ſubjec̃t 


of the Roman dominions, that deſcription did 
not begin till this year to be made in Fudea. 
Nor is this to be wonder'd at ; for as that re- 
giſtration was to include: an exaCt account of the 


number of men, women, and children, toge- 


ther with the age, condition, mauner of life, 
and eſtates, real and perſonal, of all of them; 
and the province of Syria was a great deal lar- 
ger than England, which yet took William the 
conqueror ſix years to deſcribe ; theſe things, I 
ſay, confider'd, it cannot appear ſtrange that 
the deſcription of Syria, which conſiſted of 
theſe countries, viz. the proper Syria, Culo- 
Syria, Phunicia, and Fudæa, ſhould be three 
years a making. 5 RY 

But this regiſtration was not now made in 

udæa with a view to levy taxes upon the peo- 
ple; for whilt monarchy continued among 
them, taxes were only paid to their kings. 


Auguſtus, indeed, had an annual tribute from 


Herod, and every other prince that depended 
upon him; but he did not pretend to exact 
any thing from the ſubjects of ſuch princes. 
However, about the twelfth year after the 
kingly government of Judæa being aboliſhed, 
and the country annexed to the Roman pro- 
vince of Syria, under the command of Fublius 
Sulpitius Quirinius, whoſe name in Greek is 
Cyrenius, then it was that taxes came firſt to 
be paid to the Roman emperor. There being, 
therefore, upwards of eleven years between 
the general deſcription, and the levy that was 
afterwards paid to the emperor, we are hereby 
furniſh'd with an explanation of the two firſt 
verſes of the ſecond chapter of St. Luke, The 
firſt verſe is to be underſtood: of the general 
regiſtration or ſurvey of the country; and the 
ſecond verſe relates to the time wherein the tax 
was impos d and levied. ' | 


When this deſcription of people, and eſtates 


perſonal, as well as real; came to be executed 
in Fudea, the virgin Mary, and Foſeph, her 
future ſpouſe, were obliged to leave Nazareth, 
their own city and habitation in Galiles, and go 
to Bethlehem, the city of David; to which, 
on account of their deſcent from him, they be- 
long'd; that there they might give in their 
names and circumſtances, along - with the reſt 
that were of the ſame royal houſe and lineage 
with them. Reon gt, 

The virgin, on her arrival at Bethlehem, be- 
ing poor, and a ſtranger, and the city crowded 
with people, was forced to make the ſtable of 
an inn her lodging, and, in theſe circumſtances, 
ſoon after brought forth, and, in a manger, laid 
the Lord of glory, the Chri/t the meſſiah, that 
anointed king, and prieſt, and prophet, who 
had, from the creation of the world, been pro- 
miſed for the redemption of mankind, in whom 
the patriarchs repoſed their faith, whom the 
law typified, and the prophets foretold, and 
whoſe coming was by the whole nation of the 


Fews ardently long*d for, and at this time ex- 
pected, too, by many of the heathen world. 
It was the pleaſure of omnipotence that 
lowly circumſtances ſhould uſher in the birth, 
to inform the world (who are generally capti- 
vated with grandeur, outſide, and ſhow) that 
riches, ſplendor, and magnificence, are in no 
account with him. However, God was pleas\d 
to give other inſtances, of a much more illuſ- 
trious nature, to demonſtrate the glory of the 
perſon that was now born. The ſhepherds that 
watch' d their flocks in the fields by night, were 
aſtoniſh'd with the glory of the Lord ſhining 
round about them, and an angel, that thus 
ſpoke to them: Fear not, for behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in the ci- 
ty of David, a ſaviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. And this ſhall be @ ſign uzto yea, je 
ſhall find the babe wrapped in ſwadling clothes, 
lying in a manger. And ſuddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in 
the hig heſt, and ou earth peace, good will to- 
wards men, St. Luke, chap. xi. And, a little 
time after, came the magi, or wiſe men, from 
the eaſt (being conducted by a new ſtar), with 
their offetings, | and fell down and worſhipped 
the king of the world, then lying in a man- 
er. | : 80 
5 This year being the four thouſandth of the 
world, the birth of our Saviour happened ex- 
ackly at the time, to which an ancient tradition 
of the Jes refers the beginning of the days 
of the meſſiah: For the Talmud, in TroF. San- 
hedrin, cap. 11. ſays, that the world was to 
continue fix thouſand years; two thouſand of 
which preceded the law; two thouſand ſhould 
be under the law; and the remaining two thou- 
ſand years were to be under the meſſiah. This 
tradition over-ſhoots it ſelf, with regard to the 
end of the world; for that (according to holy 
writ) is a ſecret which God hath reſerved to 
himſelf. However, as the Fews lay great 
ſtreſs upon it, and reckon it one of the molt 
authentick of all their traditions, it is an evi- 
dence againſt them, of the time wherein the 
meſſiah was to come, and of conſequence ren- 
ders their infidelity inexcuſable. They all al- 
low that the four thouſanth year of the world 
was to begin the reign of the meſſiah, and that 
this was the preciſe period declared by the pro- 
phets for the time of his coming. How weak, 
then, 1s that excuſe of theirs which throws the 
delay of his coming upon their own iniquities? 
Which requires no other anſwer, than to re- 
mind them of an avow'd principle among em, 
viz. when God denounces threats againſt wick- 
ed doers, he often, on their repentance, te- 
ſtrain the evil threatened, and receives them 
into favour; but when he foretells good things, 
or promiſes bleſſings, he always brings them 
to paſs. And yet this greateſt of bleſſings, 
the Saviour of the world, ſo long before pro- 
miſed, and ſo long expected, and at laft gract- 
ouſly given, did the Jews contrary to ther 
own doctrine, reje&, and have therefore con"! 
nued ever fince a ſtanding monument of God 8 
diſpleaſure and vengeance. | 
Antipaſer 
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Antipater having receiv'd an order from He- 
rod to return forthwith to Fudea, was pleas'd 
with the meſſage (for he did not then know 
that his treaſon was no longer a ſecret), and 
immediately ſet. out for Feruſalem. On his ar- 
rival, he waited on the king, and made an eſſay 
to embrace him ; but Herod puſh'd him back, 
ſeverely reproaching him with the death of his 
brothers. Go, firrah, ſaid he, you ſhall to mor- 
row have Varus for your judge, Herod then 
ſent him to priſon. | 3 
Next day, a council being call'd Ouiutilius 
Varus (who had ſucceeded Saturninus in the 
government of Syria), at the deſire of Herod, 
preſided in it; and the court having taken the 


depolitions of the witneſſes, whereby the guilt 


of Antipater was evidently made out, were then 
going to pronounce ſentence, when the priſoner 
upon leave asked and granted, ſpoke as fol- 
lows : It carries not the leaſt probability that J 
ſpould ever have formed a deſign againſt the life 
of my father, who has of a long time obliged me 
with moſt ſingular marks of his favour and 
confidence. How can it be thought that I ſhould 
imagine the precipitation of my father*s death, 
who am already deſtin'd his ſucceſſor £ As to the 
death of my brothers, that happen'd deſervedly, 


ſence they could riſe to that pitch of wickedneſs, 


as to conſpire againſt ſo good a father. I can- 
not help ſhedding tears at the accuſations that 
are brought againſt ine; but till I hope the court 
will have more honour than to condemn me upon 
ſuch evidences as have been extorted by the force 
of torments. 
Mic holas Damaſcenus made anſwer, in be- 
half of Herod, ſhewing the validity of the 
proof, as to every article of the charge. He 
likewiſe inſiſted on the many irregularities of 
his life, and, particularly, his baſe ingratitude 
to an indulgent father ; and concluded with re- 
minding him that he had even been mean e- 
nough to conſult 1dle aſtrologers, and offer ſa- 
crifices, in order to know, the time of his fa- 
ther's death. 5 

After this, Varus told Anti pater, the court 
would willingly hear him, if he had any thing 
more to ſay for vindicating himſelf : For no- 
thing, continued he, could give all here preſent 
a greater ſatisfaction, than to find you innocent. 
Antipater, inſtead ot replying, turned his face 
to the ground, taking heaven to witneſs that 
he was innocent; and, with an unparallell'd aſ- 
ſurance, pray*d that a miracle might follow, in 
Juſtification of the truth he now averr'd. Then 
Varus ordered the poiſon to be produced, which 


had in evidence been laid againſt him, and, gi- 
Ying it to a condemned malefactor, who died 


in a few minutes after the experiment, he im- 
mediately diſſolved the meeting, and bid Herod 
execute the criminal after what manner he 


N | | 


Varus immediately took his journey for Au- 
och, which was the uſual ſcat of the gover- 
nors of Syria; nor was the people apprized of 
what ſentence he had-paſs'd in this affair, He- 
rod being only made the depoſitory of the ſe- 
cret. Antipater was, however, remanded to 
raten, and an account ſent to Auguſtus of the 
d | 7 - . * N 3 
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crimes that had indiſputably been prov'd againſt 
„„ . 
Whilſt theſe ambaſſadors were upon their 
way to Auguſtus, Herod fell fick, and made his 
teſtament, naming Anti pas, the youngeſt of his 
ſons, for his ſucceſſor in the kingdom. In this 
will he left a thouſand talents to Augaſtus, and 
five hundred to the empreſs his ſpouſe, divi- 
ding the reſt of his money, eſtates, and reve- 
nues, between his children and grand-children. 
And in regard his diſtemper ſenſibly increaſed, 
and advanced age told him there was no hope 
of recovery ; ſuch deſpair and remorſe follow- 
ed, as made him inſupportable to himſelf, as 
well as others. 6 | 
At this time Judas and Matthias, who were 
two leading men at Jeruſalem, on account of 
their zeal, and profound knowledge in the laws 
of their country, and therefore had a great 
number of followers ; apprehending that the 
malady of the king would terminate in death, 
earneſtly exhorted all their diſciples to unite 
together in defence of religion, and pull down 
and deſtroy whatever Herod had done contrary 
to It, 5 3 
Among many other things, which gave great 
offence, Herod had fixed on the temple a cu- 
rious eagle of gold; this, they ſaid, was a di- 
rect breach of the law of Moy/es . They there- 
fore took it down, and hewed it to pieces. The 
commanding officer of Herod's troops hearing 
of the tumult, march'd thither, and diſpers'd 
the mob; and having made about forty of 
them priſoners, with Judas and Matthias, their 
ring-leaders, he ſtrait carried them before He- 
rod; where, being demanded what could move 
them to ſo raſh an attempt? We have, anſwer' d 
they, of a long time thought it our duty to re- 
venge the outrage that had been done to our laus; 
and it is our greateſt reproach, that we have 
de/ err'd the execution of it till now. As to any 
reſentment that may be taken againſt us, we 
mind it not ; we fear neither puniſhment, nor 
death, ſince what we have acte was in vindi= 
cation of a lau that came down from heaven, 
After this, Herod ſent them in chains to Feri- 
cho, and going thither himſelf in a litter, had 
them all try'd, condemn'd, and executed. 
About this time arriv'd the wiſe men, or 


-philoſophers, from the eaſt ; which incident put 


Herod on calling an. afſembly of the chief 
prieſts and doCturs of the law to reſolve him 
where Chrift ſhould be born. And they ma- 
king anſwer that it was in Bet le hei of Fad ea, 
according to the prophecy of Micah, ch. v. 2. 
he ſent an order to Feru/alem for the magi to 
wait upon him at.Fericho. On their coming 
thither, he gave them a ſtrict command to find 
out the young child, and then to come back 
and inform him, that he, alſo, might have the 
pleaſure to ſee and adore him. | 
Upon this, the wiſe men, ſtill directed by 
the new ſtar that had before appeared to them 
in the eaſt, held on their journey to Bere hem, 
and there entering the houſe over-againſt which 


the ſtar made a ſtop, they found the young 


child, with Mary his mother ; and falling down 
upon their faces, worſhipped him: Then open- 
P 2 25 "Br 
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ing their treaſures, they made him an offering 
of myrrh, gold, and frankincenſe. And being 
advertiſed in a dream of the wicked intention 
of Herod, they took a reſolution not to go 
back to him, but to return to their own coun- 
try by another way. 5 N 
When the days of Mary's purification were 
expir'd, ſhe and Joſeph went with the child to 
Foafaiog, to preſent him to the Lord; and 

eing entered into the temple, Simeon, a moſt 
juſt and upright man, on whom the Holy 
Ghoſt reſted, one who had long expected the 
meſſiah, the conſolation of I/rael, and to whom 


it had been reveal'd that he ſhould not die till 


he had ſeen the Chriſ of God; Simeon, 1 ay, 
came up to them, and taking the child in his 
arms, praiſed God, and ſaid, Lord now letteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to 
thy nod For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 
Thich i boi haſt prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Iſrael, Luke xi. 

Auna, the propheteſs, having, on the death 
of her husband, who lived with her but ſeven 
> years, devoted herſelf entirely to the ſetvice 
of God]; ſhe, therefore, for the ſpace of eighty- 
four years departed not from the temple, but 
continued worſhipping God night and day: 
Anna had, during all that time, propheſied to 
the Fews concerning the glory of the meſſiah's 
kingdom, and likewiſe foretold his coming in 
the very manner as it afterwards happened. 
And now ſeeing him in the temple, ſhe gave 
thanks to God, and ſpoke of him to all thoſe 
who expected the ſalvat ion of [/rac/. 0 

Fofeph and Mary having ſiniſned their obe- 
dience to the law, had thoughts of returning 
to their own city in Gali/ze; but an angel o 
the Lord appeared to Fo/eph in a dream, ſay- 
ing, Ariſe, take the young child and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I 
bring thee word For Herod will ſeek the young 
child to deſtroy him. Foſeph, the ſame nighr, 
took the child and his mother, and retir'd with 


them into Agyp?, where they continued till af- 


ter Herod's death. An ancient tradition of the 
Greeks ſays, that on our Saviour's arrival in 
Agypt, all the idols of the country were im- 
mediately tumbled to the ground. 

Herod being by this time convinced that the 
wiſe men had ſighted him, fell into a violent 
fit of rage, giving out an order to ſlay all the 
children that were in Bethlebem, and in all the 
coaſts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had diligently 
enquired of the wiſe men. The bloody mon- 
ſter had a mind to make ſure work, by turn- 
ing it into a general maſſacre of innocents, and 
not even ſparing thoſe who were a conſiderable 
time born before the arrival of the magi. And 
we are told by Macrobius, a writer of the fifch 
century, that, among thoſe infants that were 
thus inhumanly murder'd, the tyrant flew a 
little child of by own; which made Augiftis 
ſay, it was much the better, of the two, to be 
Herod's hog, than his ſon. Nor is it improba- 
ble, for he was ſuch a monſter as placed a de- 
light in acts of cruelty and wickedneſs, 
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Vengeance begun now to be poured out from 
heaven upon Herod ; his ſoul, as well as body, 
lying under the weight of inexpreſſible ago“ 
nies. The innumerable crimes he had commit 
ted, were the torturers of his mind, whilſt a 
flow and cancerous diſeaſe, inch by inch, gnaw'd 
and conſum'd his body: And this was attended 


with a fever, which violently burned him with< 


in, though outwardly it was fearce percepti- 
ble; together with ſuch a dog-hke appetite, as 
no. victuals could ſatisfy. 4 cotroding ulcer 
extended itſelf over all his vi/cera, but with a 
more than ordinary exertion. fed upon the fe. 
cond of the great guts, which put him to in- 
ſufferable pain. The ulcer, by degrees, eat 
its way down to his genitals, and there making 
a breach, from thence, in ſwarms, iſſued both 
worms and tee... on: 1 
Antipater hearing in what a lamentable con 
dition Herod lay, he immediately promis'd him- 
ſelf a ſpeedy releaſe from chains; nay, he had 
vanity enough to think his priſon would be ſoon 
exchanged for a crown. Full of theſe hopes, 
he ſtrongly ſollicited his goaler to fer him at 
liberty ; but the fellow, inftead of being wor. 
ked upon by his promiſes, went and acquaiated 
Herod with the whole matter. Hereupon, the 
tyrant, notwithſtanding he then groaned under 
a complication of diftempers, and as miſerable 
a caſe as can afflict mortality, fell a raving and 
bearing his own head ; and calling one of his 
guards, bid him go that inſtant and put Anti- 
pater to death. e N 
Herod now alter'd his will; he had before 
left Herod Anti pas his ſucceſſor in the kingdom, 
but in this he gave him only Galilee and Pe- 
ræa, bequeathing the kingdom to Archelaus, 
and the countries of Trachonitis, Auranitis, 
Paneas, and Batanæa, to Philip. 
Whilſt Herod was thus gradually rotting a- 
way, the tyger in his nature ſet him on ſuch a 
cruel expedient for throwing the country into a 
general mourning: after his death, as hiſtory 
can't parallel. He ſent circular letters over 
all the kingdom, commanding all the Fews, 
of any quality and rank, under pain of death, 
to ſurrender themſelves immediately at Fer- 
cho. And having, on their arrival, made them 
all priſoners within the Circus (or place of pub- 
lic exerciſe), © I well know, ſaid he to Salome, 
« his ſiſter, and Alexas, her husband, that my 
death is faſt advancing, and the Jews hate me 
© ſo heartily, that they will rejoice at my depar- 
© ture : But I have thought of an infallible me- 
© thod, that will oblige them to pay me funeral 
© honours, as well as remember me with as ſincere 
© marks of ſorrow as were ever expreſs'd-for any 
© mat. For there ſhall not be a corner, nor 8 
* ſamily of any note in the kingdom, but will 
© have reafon to ſhed tears at my death. For 
© which cauſe, I leave a poſitive order with 
© you, empowering and adjuring you, as ſoon 
© as rhe breath is ont of my body, to make my 
© ſoldiers enter the circus, and {lay all of them 
© that are there ſhut ap.“ | 1 
All that ſaw Herod in this his laſt illneſs, were 
convinced that the terrors of the Lord were 
ſer in array againſt him, even in-chis-ife, 
©, ore 
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order to give him an earneſt of what he was to 
ſuffer in the next. His malady being accom- 
panied with an extraordinary ſhortneſs of 
breath, and ſuch an offenſive ſmell, as ſhock'd 
and aſtoniſnh'd his beſt friends, as well as other 
ordinary waiters, together with uncommon 
twitchings and vellications upon the fibrous and 
membranous parts of his body, which, like 
ſharp razors, cut and wounded him within ; 
the pain, thence ariſing, ſoon over-power'd him 
with cold ſweats, tremblings, and convulſions, 
and let him into the ſecret, that a throne was 
no more than a dunghil in the hands of death. 

Herod ſurvived the execution of his ſon Au- 
tipater but five days, departing this life in the 
ſeventieth year. of his age, and in the thirty- 


ſeventh of his reign, about thirty-four years 


after the death of Antigonus. As ſoon as he 
was deed, Salome (not that ſhe had any regard 
to humanity more than her brother, but out of 
fear that an obedience to his laſt cruel order 
would end in the deſtruction of her and all her 
family) ſer open the gates of the circus, where 
the unhappy gentlemen had been kept priſon- 
ers, and let them return fate to their own hou- 
{es. | 

As the flatterer is a creature very ready at 
that ſort of eloquence which both pleaſes and 
perſuades the man of vanity ; it was an ex- 
treme ſatisfaction to Herod to have his family 
traced back to the Babyloniſßh captivity, and 
made one of the moſt antient and honourable 
among the Jews that returned to Feruſalem. 
But he was no ſooner dead, than hatred, which 
had before walked with his teeth ſhur, degraded 
him 1nto the grandſon of a mean fellow, whoſe 
name was Herod, and office that of ſexton of 
Apollo's temple at Askalon; adding, further, 
that his father Aultipater being, while a child, 
made priſoner by the thieves of Idumæ a, and 


the ſexton, through poverty, unable to relieve 


him ; he, tor a long time, remained a flave a- 
mong them, with no other education than 
thieves could give him: And from this poor 


beginning ſprung all his future grandeur. Theſe 


things being ſet aſide as what deſerve no credit, 
Foſephus tells us that the family was originally 
Idumæan, and of an antient and illuſtrious de- 
ſcent, and that Herod's grandfather was him- 
ſelt governor of Idumæa under the reign of 
Alexander -Fanneus, and Alexandra his queen. 
And it is ot all hands agreed, that his anceſtors 
had for many generations, as proſelytes, been 
Incorporated into the nation of the Fews, and 
ot conſequence had a right to all the privileges 
that belong'd to the tribe of Fadah. 

He was daring in the field, bur not brave; 
magnanimity is always equal and conſtant, and, 
with contempt, looks down on ſuſpicion and 
fear, But Herod” courage was no more than a 
ſudden impulſe, that took fire at the ſight of a 
battle, and ended with the action. However, 
he might cover to appear a lion abroad, he af- 
tected no dreſs at home, but that of a fox. 
He was of a timorous and diſtruſtful remper, 
which made him renounce the father to be the 
hangman of his people, and pollute his reign 
with a continual effuſion of blood. Ambition 
and vain-glory were the ſountain from whence 
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proceeded all his acts of 'generoſity, ſelf-loye 
being the only motive that could determine 
him. His liberality and muuificence (if we ex- 
cept what was laid out on repairing the tem- 
ple, and ſupplying the neceffities or the poor 
under a ſore tamine) was no other than a down= 
_ profuſion, and, beſides, a barbarous piece 
of inhumanity, becauſe he had no way to re- 
cruit his funds, but by laying open the bowels 
of his people. In the latter part of his life he 
pur oft the man entirely, and commenced de- 
vil, making the whole country overflow with 
tears for the loſs of their relations that he had 
murder'd. He put to death Zacharias, the fa- 
ther of John the Baptiſt, and at one blow de- 
ſtroyed fourteen thouſand innocent babes in 
Bethlehem and the parts adjacent; and, imme- 
diately after, the vengeance of God (who had 
long patiently bore with him) ſeized and con- 
ſumed the tyrant in the manner above related. 

And here I cannot help inſiſting a little on a 
remark that has been made by all the hiſtorians 
who have writ on this ſubject, viz, that moſt of 
thoſe princes who took a delight in blood and 
perſecution, have been arreſted by a meſſenger 
from heaven, and ended their days with a like 
violence of pain, and in the ſame miſerable 
manner, as did Herod. : | 

Antiochus Epiphanes, the ſon of Antiochus 
the Great, having at Feruſalem lain forty thou- 
ſand Jews, and ſold as many more captives 
for ſlaves to other nations, made next a forcible 


entry into the temple, where, omitting no kind 
of outrage and profanation that his wicked 


heart could ſuggeſt, he afterwards robb*d and 
plunder'd it, to the value of eighteen hun- 
dred talents of gold ; then {ripping the city, 
and all the country, of whatever was valuable, 
return'd into Aja, loaded with ſpoils. On his 
arrival at Ecbatana in Media, news coming to 
him of the defeat of ſome of his troops in Au- 
dæa, he begun to breathe nothing but revenge 
and final deſtruction to the Jews, and there- 
fore inſtantly ſec out on a re-match for FH 
but being ſoon after informed by another meſ- 
ſenger chat his army, conſiſting of ſixty thou- 
ſand foot, and five thouſand horſe, had been 
totally routed by ten thouſand Fews, and that 


the Jews had recovered the city and temple of 


Feru/alem, broke down his images and altars, 
and reſtored all things to their former ſacred 
uſe ;. he fell into ſuch a fit of rage, that no- 
thing leſs would ſatisfſy him, but the turning 
of Fern/alem into a burial-place for every man, 
woman, and child, that he found in Fadea. 
Whilft theſe words were yer ticking in his 
mouth, vengeance from above laid hold on 
him: An intolerable gnawing pain extended it- 
felf over all his entrails, and put him upon a 
rack that no medicines could aſſwage. He 
would not for all this flacken his haſte, till, 
by driving furiouſly, he was, ar laſt, overſer, 
and miſerably bruts'd. He was now forc'd to 
quit his Chariot, and retire in a litter to a 
town call'd Tabæ, on the confines of Babylonia, 
where the torments of his ſoul bore a propor- 
tion to the ſtrokes upon his body. An incu- 
rable ulcer burſt out in his hidden parts, hence 
troops of vermin iſſued, together with ſuch an 
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offenſive ſmell, as over-power' d himſelf, as well 
as the byc-ſtanders. "ox 

This heavy preflure made him ſenſible that 

his aMi&tions were juſtly merited, and openly 
acknowledge that they proceeded from the 
hand of God. And now he could make many 
ſolemn promiſes of reſtoring every thing that 
he had taken from Feriſalem, in caſe it pleas'd 
God he ſhould recover. But his death-bed- 
repentance was rejected, and himſelf under all 
manner of tortures, both ſpiritual and corpo- 
ral, kept ſeveral days a waſting and moulder- 
ing, as a terror and example to future princes 
to beware of the rock he ſplit againſt. Thus 
leiſurely did the ulcer feed upon him, till the 
ſinews of his body failing, he was cruſh'd un- 
der the weight, and died, | 

Galerius Maximinus, the author and pro- 
moter of the tenth and proves perſecution a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, who had, by all ſorts of 
rorments that rage or hell could invent, pur to 
death innumerable martyrs, burning a whole 
City, with all its inhabitants and magiſtrates, at 
one time, and had, by the ſevereſt cruclties, 
endeavour'd to ſeduce others from their faith 
in our omnipotent Lord, but to no purpoſe 
(for the brave Chriſtians were ſo far from being 
intimidated or ſhocked by thoſe proceedings, 
that they then more eagerly contended for the 
crown of martyrdom than others have done 
ſince for a mitre), was at laſt ſtruck with a 
wound from an inviſible hand, which gradually 
devour'd him, and over-running his body with 
worms and lice, occaſion'd ſuch an intolerable 
ſmell, as his phyſicians were not able to bear ; 
and, for this reaſon, he put many of them to 
death. But when the pain and miſery of his 
condition had brought him to know himſelf, 
and they told him that his rage againſt rhe 
e had render?d. his malady incurable ; 
he thought fit then to own the juſtice of God, 
recal his edicts againſt them, reſtore the Chri- 
ſtiaus to their liberty, and beg their prayers. 
But his repentance being late, and an effect of 
rorment, avail'd him not: He languith'd under 
extreme agonies till he died. 

In like manner did Philip II. king of Spain, 
who had furiouſly perſecuted and deſtroyed 
many thouſands of Proteſtant Chriſtians For 
though heaven long deferr'd his puniſhment, 
yet he was not ſuffer' d to eſcape. In the year 
of our Lord 1598, and the 72d of his age, af- 
ter having ſuffer*d extraordinary conflicts, both 


in mind and body, and ſeen himſelf cut out in- 


to morſels by his executioners, the worms; he 
gave up the ghoſt in all the circumſtances of 
dread and horror that can attend the worſt of 
criminals. | | 
Theſe four perſons above-mentioned died of 
a diſeaſe for which there is no name in phyſic. 
It is true, the hiſtorians that deſcribe their 
death, have been pleas'd to call it the Pthei- 
riaſis, or Louſy Diſeaſe, and under the ſame 
diſguiſe the phyſicians of Philip (but what will 
not ſycophants ſay, whoſe bread depends upon 
a ſalary?) threw his upon natural cauſes. In- 
deed, the Ptheiriaſis, conſidered in itſelf, is 
both eaſy of cure, and common among chil- 
dren that are not well looked to; and may 
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therefore be naturally accounted for: But when 
it ſuperadds itſelf in the nature only of a 
ſymptom, on a combination of ails, as in the 
caſe of the four wretches above-recited ; I muſt 
own, and yet I am no foreigner to the lan- 
guage of medicine, I can ſee no other ſolution 
tor it, than that which the magicians ſaid to 


Pharaoh, viz. This is the finger of Gt. 
To theſe undoubted evidences of an imme- 


diate vengeance from heaven, which are each 
of them infallible demonſtrations of an infinite 
providence directing the helm of this world; 
1 ſhall, with the reader's leave, ſubjoin another, 
in regard it is alſo an unanſwerable argument 


of the ſoul's independance on the body, and 
conſequently of its immortality. an 55 


Mauritius Cappadox, emperor of the eaſt, 
was a man of bravery, ingenious, and honeſt, 
but, at the ſame time, ſo covetous, that his 
good qualities could ſcarte be ſeen; for here- 
ever avarice ſwims at top, every thing elſe that 
is great and valuable, muſt ſink to the bottom, 
He had ſent an army againſt Caganus, king of 
the Avares (a people of Scythia), which being 
totally defeated, and twelve thouſand of his 
men made priſoners, and carried into a miſera- 
ble ſlavery by the Barbarians, Cag anus, the 
Pagan king, offered to releaſe them, provided 
Mauritius would for their redemption pay down 
half a piece an head. But this demand, tho? 


very reaſonable, conſidering the number of men, 


the emperor was toocloſe-fiſted to comply with. 
Hereupon, Caganas, in a burſt of fury, put e- 
very one of them to the ſword. After this, a 
very large comet appearing for many days, and 
ſeveral other uncommon accidents happening, 
which ſtruck the matter home to the emperor's 
conſcience ; he returned to a thorough ſenſe of 
his guilt, in being the cauſe of ſuch a general 
laughter: And therefore ſending circular let- 
ters to all the churches, he required they would 
aſſiſt his own petitions, and beg of God that 
he might have all his puniſhment in this life, 
Accordingly, prayers were put up for him, and 
ſoon after ſeeming in a dream to be call'd be- 
fore the tribunal of Jeſus: Chriſt our Lord, 
where ſtood the twelve thouſand murdered 
Chriſtian ſoldiers, vehemently accuſing him; 
he thought our Lord ſpoke to him in theſe 
words: Mauritius, whether-wilt thou that ver- 
geance be executed on thee in this life,. or in the 
next ꝰ Mauritius made anſwer, Infinite lover, 
* and juſt judge of mankind, my Lord and my 
© God, puniſh me here, and not hereafter.” Then 
our Saviour ſeem'd to ſay to him, I will there- 
© fore deliver thee into the hands of Phocas, who 
* ſhall put thee to death, and all thy family.“ 

Mauritius, awaking in great aſtoniſhment at 
his dream, ſent for Philippicus, a man whom he 
had formerly ſuſpected of a deſign againſt both 
his crown and life. On his arrival, the empe- 
ror, throwing himſelf at his feet, addreſſed hin 
in theſe words: Philippicys, IT have for ſome 
time looked upoy thee with an eye of diſtruſt; 
© but I am now ſenſible I have injured thee : 
* For I had it laſt night revealed to me in 3 
© dream, that I am to be murder'd by Phecas: 
© Pray do you know any one of that name among 


my troops? Yes, anſwer'd Philippicus, Ian 
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quainted with the character of the man. "He 
was ſome while ago cnly a groom to Priſcus Pa- 
tricius, but has ſince been rais d to the ſtation 
of 4 centurion in the army. However, conti- 
nued he, as he is young and raſb, and, wit hal, 
a very great coward, your majefty has no rea/on 
to be afraid of him. The emperor immediately. 
rejoined, If he is a coward, then is he a mur- 
erg 5 NE Oh doors 1 

In the mean time, the army, who ſorrow- 
fully laid to heart the murder of their com- 
rades, had proclaimed Phocas emperor, and were 
on their march againſt Mauritius. On notice 
thereof, Mauritius endeavoured, vith his fa- 
mily, to ſecure a retreat; but being all of *em 
taken, and brought back, vig. himſelf, his em- 
preſs Auguſta Conflantina, five ſons, and three 
daughters, the traitor Phccas ſtood by till each 
of them was put to death. The nurſe of the 
emperor's youngeſt child having ſecretly hid it, 
and rehgn'd her own infant to the hangman, in 
the room ot it, Mauritius called out to Phocas, 
Spare innocent blood; that child, under the exe- 


authoricy over all other churches: But now 
pope Boniface III. reflecting with himſelf that 
a cruel uſurper was the fitteſt and likelieſt per- 
ſon to promote his ambition, ſent an humble 
requeſt to Phocas, to declare him univerſal bi- 
ſhop of the church. Phocas inſtantly granted 
the favour; and from this honourable acqui- 
ſition of power, has Rome's uſurper ſince dared 
to diſpoſe of crowns, and inſolently treat even 
emperors themſelves. This beaſtly regicide, 
Phocas, was, after an infamous tyranny of 
eight years, brought bound and fetter'd to He- 
raclitus, who ſucceeded him in the empire, and 
iſſued out an order that he ſhould firſt have his 
genitals tore off, becauſe of his many adulte- 
ries, and be afterwards burnt alive: Which 
ſentence was accordingly executed upon him. 
And it is a thing worthy of notice, that of all 
that army, which had aſſiſted Phocas to de- 


dice of in the firſt verſe 
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ſame time that many righteous and pious per- 
ſons are ſtruggling hard under a variety of woe, 
pain, and wretchedneſs; the idea we have of a 
elng infinitely juſt and perfect, immediately 
informs and convinces us there needs muſt be 
a future judgment, that will bring an amend- 
ment, and eternally puniſh vice, and eternally 
crown virtue. And this is a truth ſo ſelf-evi- 
dent, and ſo much a part of our ſelves, that e- 
ven the hearts of the ſconrer dares not deny it, 
when he ſoberly repairs to bed of a night, and 
is without company. 1 
Herod, by his nine wives (others ſay he had 
ten all at one time), was the farther of many 
children; but we ſhall only take notice of ſuch 
of them as occur in the holy new teſtament. 
Malthace, one of his wives, brought him Ar- 
chelaus, mentioned in Mat. xi. who ſucceeded 
him in the throne; and Herod Antipas, men- 
tioned Mat. xiv. Mark vi. Luke v1, vill, ix, xiii, 
xxiii. As iv. 27. who infamouſly married his 
own niece Herodias, whilſt Herod Philip, her 
firſt husband, and his own brother, was yet a- 


whom we have already taken notice of. To 
the above king Agrippa, alias Herod, ſucceeded 
king Agrippa the ſecond, before whom St. Paul 
ſo elegantly defended himſelf. This Agrippa 
had two ſiſters, Berenice, mentioned as preſent 
with Agrippa at St. Faul's hearing, Ads xxv. 
= and Driſilla, the wife of Felix, governor 
of Fadea. Herod the tyrant had, by Mariam- 
ne, the daughter of Simon, a ſon, called He- 
rod Philip, ſpecified in Mat. xiv. 3. Mark vi. 


17. and by a wife, whoſe name was Cleopatra, 


a ſon named Philip, whom St. Lake takes no- 
his third chapter. 
Archelaus, after having enterr'd his father 
with the utmoſt pomp and magnificence, retur- 
ned to Jeru/alem, Where, ſeating himſelf in a 


throne of gold, he was ſaluted by the people 


with acclamations, wiſhes of proſperity, and all 
other demonſtrations of joy, that uſually at- 


critioner's hands, is not mine. Let mine be ſent live. This was the motive that made John by þ 
or. When his own was brought, the hang- the Baptiſt reprimand Herod - ntip2s, and the 1 
man run it through with a ſword, and out of being tax'd with an inceſtuous adultery provo- 1 
the wound came both blood and milk, which ked the ſtrumpet Herodias to bid her little co- LE: 
ferch*d-rears from all the ſpectators, Phocas quet daughter Salome, mentioned Mat. xiv. 6, TE 
himſelf excepted. Whilſt this tragedy was a =--11. Mark vi. 21,---28. as a premium of her 9 
trauſacting, it was remarkable, that the em- dancing, require his head. Ariftobulus, the ſon e 
peror neither uttered word nor ſigh, till he ſaw of Mariamne, the daughter of Hyrcanus, each 1 
the blow given to his virtuous wife Huguſta; of whom the tyrant put to death, left behind Us 
then he aloud made this confeſſion of his fins: him Agrippa, who was afterwards raiſec to be kN 
Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright are a king, changing his name for that of Herod. 44 
thy judgments, Pſal. cxix. 137. And, laſt of all, He murder'd Fames, the brother of Fohn, and . 
was executed Mauritius himſelf. ſoon after was ſmitten ot God at Cz/area, as 935 
Ihe ſee of Rome, till the time of this mon- appears from As xii. 1,2,---20,---23. 99 81 i 
ſter Phocas, was too humble to pretend to an bulus was likewiſe the farther of Heredias, Th 


throne and murder his maſter, two of them, tended new kings: Nor was he behind-hand with 
only, ſurviv'd himſelf; the Lord of hoſts, to them in a profuſion of fine compliments and 
whom alone vengeance belongeth, having, by promiſes. However, he told them, that it 
a multitude of 1nlets to death, cut off the would not be proper for him to receive the 
reſt, 3 ä See crown at their hands, till Auguſtus had. con- 
Thus, whilſt we refle& that many of the firmed and ratified his father's reſtament. In 
courges of mankind, and other notorious ſin- he mean time, continu'd he, it ſhall be the bur= 

ners, have been reduced to ſuffer vengeance, hen of all my thcughts to deſerve your aftection, 3 Wn 

even in this life; we are naturally led to ac- and ſhew you happier days than ever you en= > 

nowledge the hand of providence : And, a- joyed under the reign of my father. The peo- h 1 
Sam, when we ſee many over-grown ſinners ple, charm'd with his diſcourſe, redoubled their 
Proſpering and triumphing in their guilt, at the huzza's, and now thought they might with af- 
N 10 P | ſurance 
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ſurance ask him ſbme favours. _ One party of 
them humbly hop'd he would leſſen their tax- 
es; another requeſted a general releaſe for pri- 
ſoners; ſome ask' d an abolition of all foreign 


uſages that had been introduced among them, 


and others earneſtly beſought him that no im- 


poſitions might for the future be levied on the 


goods of the merchant, Archelaus had more 
wit than to ſend any of them away with a ſor- 
rowful heart, and therefore, after having fi- 
niſh'd the ſacrifices proper for ſo ſolemn an oc- 
caſion, be renew'd his diſcourſe to them in a 
ſtrain that he knew would be acceptable; then 
breaking up the aſſembly, retir'd to an enter- 
tainment he had provided for his friends. 

Soon after the death of Herod, the angel of 
the lord appear'd in a dream to Fo/eph in A. 
gt, and thus admoniſh'd him: Take the child, 
and his mother, and return to the inheritance of 
Iſrael ; for thoſe are no more who greedily ſought 
is life. Hereupon, F9/eph took the child, and 
his mother, and ſet out for Juda. On his ar- 
rival, underſtanding that Archelaus, the ſon of 
Herod, was declar'd his ſucceſſor, he remained 
for ſome while in ſuſpence whether he thould 
proceed any farther: But the ſame night, hav- 
Ing by a divine impreſſion receiy'd full ſatis- 
tact ion in a dream; he immediately.retired in- 
to Galilee to the city of Nazareth, And there 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord took up his abode, till 
the day that he entered upon his molt glorious 


office, and manifeſted himſelf. ro the houſe of 


ee 
T The public k rejoicings for the acceſſion of 
Archelaus to the crown of Fudæa, were ſcarce 
over, when a ſedition and violent tumult aroſe 
on account of the death of Matthias and thoſe 


others who had ſuffer'd with him for taking 


down and demolithing the golden eagle which 
had been plac'd upon the portal of the temple. 
They furiouſly inveighed againſt the cruelty 
and injuſtice of Herod, and demanded of Arc he- 
laus that he would inſtantly revenge the death 
of thoſe great men, by the deſt ruction of an 
equal number of the known friends of the late 
furious king, and diſpoſſeſs the high-prieſt whom 
that miſad venture had promoted to the honou- 
rable office. — | 
Arc helaus found it a difficalt matter, in this 
caſe, to conceal his reſentment; he therefore 
caufed ſome of his general officers to wait upon 


them, and in ſmooth terms tell them that the 
puniſhment of Matthias, and thoſe who ſided 


with him, was no other than what the laws 
authorized, and that their demand was incon- 
ſiſtent with the preſent ſituation of affairs; in 
regard Arc helaus could make no innovation till 


he had his grant from Auguſtus. Patience, in- 


ſiſted they, can do you no hurt; and as ſoon as 
an anſwer comes back from Auguſtus, we give 
you our word every thing ſhall be ſettled upon the 
beft and ſureff bottom. 

But the faction being more incenſed than 


{elves to the temple, whither the feaſt of the 
paſſover had at this time prought a vaſt conflu- 
ence of people. And here they choſe rather 
to ſtay and ſupport themſelves by begging, than 
leave rhe place for the fake of going home to 


The Lines of the HzroDs, 


get victuals. Hereupon, Archelaus, feating 


than Archelaus, and that they ſhould not, in 
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they would communicate the ſpirit of rebellion 
to the multitude, ſent his officers with ſome 


troops to diſſipate them. The malecontents, on 


ſeeing the ſoldiers advancing, ſo influenced the 
people, by their complaints and lamentations, 
that all of them joined iflue in the quarrel, and 
gave the military men ſuch an hearty welcome, 
that but enow of them eſcaped to report the 
news of the diſaſter. After this, the kin 

commanded his whole army to march again 
them, to kill all who came out of the temple, 
and take a particular care that no ſtrangers join- 
ed them. Three thouſand of the mutineers 


| were by this means kill'd, and the reſt fled to 


the neighbouring mountains ; and an order be. 
ing, in conſequence of this ſucceſs, publiſhed, 
that all perſons ſhould forthwith leave the City 


who were not natives of Jern/alem; the ſedi- 


tion did but a few days only ſurvive its birth, 
The tumult being thus happily appeaſed, 

Archelans made the neceſſary preparations for 

a journey to Rome. He left the conduct of his 


houſe and kingdom to his brother Philip, and 


taking with him his mother Maltace, Nicolaus 


Damaſceaus, the approved friend and councel- 
lor of Herod, and ſeveral others whom his 
heart informed him deſerved a truſt ; he ſet 
forward to bowe the knee to Auguſtus, and get 


the inveſtiture of the kingdom. Salome, his 
aunt, accompanied him, with all her family; 
as did ſeveral others of the principal eus, un- 


der a pretence of aſſiſting him with their inte- 


reſt, but with a real view to give in an accu- 
ſation againſt him for having commanded the 


maſſacre that had lately been committed in the 


temple. | | 1 

At the ſame time, Antipas, another of He- 
red's ſons, by the advice of Salome, went alſo 
to Rome. He had in Herod's firſt will been 
appointed heir and ſucceſſor; and that, ſhe re- 
Preſented to him, would give him a preference 
to 4rchelaus, whoſe claim was only founded 
on a latter will. On his arrival thither, many 
of the Fews, and abundance, too, of his own 
relations, ſtood firmly to his fide, promiſing to 
themſelves a milder adminiſtration under him 


time coming, ſubmit to the Roman yoke. 
This year being the firſt of our Lord, and 
three years before the vulgar Ara commenc'd, 


Auguſtus, to determine the claims of the con- 


tending parties, ſummon'd a council, nomina- 
ting Caius Ce/ar, the ſon of the late Agrippa 


and Julia his daughter, to be preſident for the 


day. The council being fat, Antipater, the 


ſon of Salome; made a long and eloquent ſpeech 


againſt Archelaus, wherein he boldly charged 
him as an uſurper of the kingdom, becauſe he 
had taken poſſeſſion, without regarding the ap- 
probation and concurrence of the empeor, ald 
of having, during the celebration of the paſſo- 


| an ver, and within the temple it ſelf, put to the 
pleaſed with theſe: fine words, betook them- 


ſword a great number of Fews. He has, like- 
wiſe, added he, aſſumed an inſolent liherty, 1 
diſmiſs ſeveral officers of the army, conferr 4 fa- 
vours arbitrarily, beard cauſes, releas'd priſou. 
ers, and, in all his other behaviour, exerciſe 


the office of a king. Beſides, he, inſkead of foruw- 
W's f CU SI 


The Lives of the HX RODS. 


ing any concern at the death of the king, pass d 
the night following in a maxner that declared 
his joy. Hereupon, enſued a mutiny, which 
aroſe from no other cauſe, than a horror at his 
inſenſibility for the loſs of a father that had ſo 
eminently favour'd him. Herod himſelf per- 
fectly knew the mean and ſordid qualities of 
Archelaus ; and therefore, during his health 
and ſtrength of judgment, Antipas was the ſon 
he mark'd our for his ſucceſſor. Antipas is a 
man of ſpirit, of a noble and liberal heart, and 
deſerves a crown; Archelaus is quite the re- 
verſe, and a mind impaired by ſickneſs could 
only have made him king. . 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus, called by ſome Nico- 
las of Damaſcus, anſwered on the part of Ar- 
chelaus, juſtifying him as to the murder of the 
Fews, who had, during the time of an inſur- 
rection, been ſlaughtered in the temple. © Force, 
« /aid he, was neceſſary to quell thoſe who would 
© not hearken and ſubmit to reaſon : Where mild 
methods avail not, wholeſome ſeverity muſt end 
the diſpute. Sedition had invaded his authori- 
ty, and what followed was neceſlarily done in 
his own defence. As to the teſtament which is 
© here controverted, Herod was ſound in mind 
« when he ſigned it, and therefore it cannot o- 
© therwiſe be thought but he had weighty rea- 
« ſons for making this alteration.” 
This ſaid, Archelaus immediately threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of Auguſtus, who, with an 
hearty expreſſion of beneficence, bidding him 
get up, told him he would do nothing in con- 
tradiction to the will of his father. It is my 
opinion, continued he, you are worthy of the 
crown, and therefore you may depend upon my 
favour. However, at this meeting, he did not 
come to a final deciſion, heſitating within him- 
ſelf whether he ſhould give the whole kingdom 


to Archelaus, or parcel it out among the ſons 


of Herod, who had all of them devolv'd them- 
ſelves upon his clemency. _ 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing at Rome, 
the Fews revolted in udæa; but Varus, go- 
vernor of Syria, having by a ſpeedy march un- 
expectedly fallen upon them, ſoon diffipated 
the tumult, and reſtored peace to the country. 
After this, taking a neceſſary precaution thar 
the mutineers might not riſe again to a head, 
he left a legion of Roman ſoldiers, under the 
conduct of Sabinus, in order to attend at Fe- 
ruſalem the return of Archelaus, and then 
marched back to Antioch. 
Varus was no ſoonor gone, than Sabinus, 
promiſing himſelf mountains of gold, endea- 
voured to make himſelf maſter of the fortreſſes 
of the city. This being a ſure way, he thought, 
to diſcover all the treaſures of Herod. But he 
met with ſuch a warm oppoſition, as quite de- 
teated, for ſome while, the execution - of his 
project : For the Fews getting intelligence of 
his deſign, came in great multitudes from all 
parts of the country to the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
and dividing themſelves into three bodies, one 
party took poſſeſſion of the Circus, or place of 
games, a ſecond environed the temple on the 
caſt, as well as north ſide of it, and the third 
body inveſted the weſt part, near which ſtood 
the royal palace, where Sabinus quarter*d with 


* 
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all his troops. And thus ſhutting up the Ro- 
mans, they were a preparing the proper means 
to begin a general aſſault. pl 

Sabinus, on this dangerous criſis, diſpatch'd 
à courier to Varus, with an earneſt requeſt that 
he would immediately ſend a competent num- 
ber of forces to his relief; in the mean time 
giving the ſignal to his troops to make an in- 
curſion upon the Fews. The fight was obſti- 
nately maintain'd on both hands; and though 
more Jes fell than Romans, yet that did not 
at all abate their courage. A party of them 
mounted the paſlages that lead to the temple, 
and from thence much gall'd the Romans with 
ſtones, as well as darts and arrows. The Ro- 
mans ſeeing themſelves thus preſſed at a diſad- 
vantage, had recourſe to a ſtratagem to undo 
the Fews. They got ready a great quantity 
of wood, and piling it up with a mixture of 
wax and pitch, ſo that the flames might reach 
high enough to annoy the Fews, they ſet fire 
to it, and the flame in an inftant anſwered their 
deſign. Many of the Fews periſhed in the 
flames, ſome ventur*d to jump down, but died 
in the fall, and others kill'd themſelves ; and 
thoſe that ſurrender*'d to the Romans, were all 
of them pur to the ſword, 

Hereupon, Sabinus took his way directly to 
the place, where was lodg'd the treaſure of the 
temple, and finding four hundred talents, he 
gave one half to his ſoldiers, and reſerv'd the 
other to himſelf. This ſacrilege, join'd to the 
death of ſo many of their countrymen, vio- 
lently afflicted the Fews, yet ſtill they would 
go on, being firmly reſolved to hazard all for 
the reſtoration of liberty. Fortified with theſe 
thoughts, they beſieged the palace, threatening 
to burn Sabinus alive, with all the men that 
were with him, if they did not inſtantly come 
out; but, withal, promiſing, that if they com- 
plied with their deſire, the leaſt injury ſhould 
not be offer'd to any of them. Sabinus conſi- 
dering how roughly he had hitherto treated the 
Fews, could not, by all their promiſes, be 
brought to rely upon their word; and there- 
fore kept where he was, till ſuccour ſhould ar- 
rive from Varus. Tt 

Theſe troubles at Jeruſalem were follow'd 
with divers commot ions in other places of the 
country; many disbanded ſoldiers aſſembled to- 
gether, and, forming themſelves into a regular 


body, marched with a deſign to fall upon the 


king's forces, that were commanded by Achiab, 


the ſon of Herod ; but he wiſely reflecting that 
.a ſhort delay would bring them to -a better 


.temper, choſe rather to retire with his troops, 
than hazard a battle with them. 

About the ſame time, Judas, one of the 
chiefs of thoſe thieves, who had formerly put 
Herod to many difficulties, gathering together 
a company of ſtout and reſolute fellows, inva- 
ded the kingdom, ſeized the arſenal, and, arm- 


ing his men, pillag'd the countty round. And 


as a good deal of the King's money, by this 
way of purchaſe, fell into his hands, he begun 


to flatter himſelf with a hope of being one da 
able to aſcend the throne. 


This Judas I take 
to be the ſame with him who is called Theaudas 


in the Acts of the Apoſtles, of who Gamaliel 
| | ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks in this manner: For before theſe days 


roſe up Theudas, boaſting himſelf to be ſome 
Lody, to whom a number of men, about four hun- 
dared, joined themſelves; who was /lain, and 
all, as many as obeyed him, were ſcattered, 
and brought to nought, Acts v. 36. | 
Beſides, one en, a man ſingularly be- 
friended with the gifts of nature, and who had 
ſerv'd H-rod in ſeveral poſts of importance, fer 
his mind now a gadding upon ways and means 
to uſurp the crown. Numbers of people re- 
ſorted to him, and gave him the title of king; 
and this was no more, he ſaid, than what he 
deſerv'd. But, it ſeems, he wanted to diſtin- 
guiſli himſelf in another manner than is uſual 
with molt monarchs on acceſſion to their throne. 
For he begun his reign with ſetting fire to the 
royal palace of Jericho. Nor did this ſuffice 
him; he burut ſeveral others, and would have 
gone on to do much more harm, had not Gra- 


1s, general of the king's forces, timely come 


up with him, given him battle, made him a 
priſoner, and cut off his geaac. 

A mean fellow. whoſe name was Anthronges, 
aſſiſted by four of his brothers, each of whom 
commanded a party of men, aſpir'd, alſo, to 
the crown, and ſor no ſmall ſpace ravaged the 
country with impunity. They cut to pieces 
all ſuch of the Romans, or of the king's troops, 
that came in their way, without giving quarter 
to any body. But, at laſt, by the diligence 


of Gratiis, they were all of them taken, and 


ut to the ſword. 

W hilit Fadea was thus quarter'd out among 
a great number of petty tyrants that deſtroyed 
the country, Varus, on receiving notice how 
things ſtood with Sabinus, haſtened with all his 
army to his aid. As ſoon as the Fews heard 
that he was within a few hours march of the 
city, they rais'd the ſiege; and then the beſie- 
ged, together with the principal men of Feru- 


falem, and Joſeph, a younger ſon of Herod, 


went out to meet and welcome him. But Ga- 
binus privately retir'd into the country. 
Varus, on his coming to Feru/alem, ſeverely 
check'd the inhabitants; but in regard they 
ſoon made it appear that they had no hand in 
fomenting the diviſions, one way or other, he 
generoully accepted their excuſe. After this, 
ſending ſeveral detachments out of his arm 


wich ſtrict orders to make a caretul,ſearch tho- 


rough the whole kingdom for the authors of 
the revolt; he had the ſatisfaction to ſee vaſt 
numbers of them brought to Feruſalem; of 
which, two thouſand were fix'd upon gibbets, 
and the reſt ſuffered peaceably to return home. 
Affairs being thus quieted in udæa, and the 


ſame legion, as before, left in garriſon to ſe- 


cure the peace in Feruſalem; Varus, after giv- 
ing directions to carry ſome of the chiefs of the 


rebellion to Auguſtus, went back with his army 
to Antioch, 


Archelaus was all this while ſolliciting pain- 
fully at the court of Auguſtus to get his tather's 
will confirm'd, and himſelf declar'd king of 
Judæa. And now fifty ambaſſadors, authori- 
20d by Varus, came from Fudæa to ſupplicate 
Alguſlus to let them live according to their 
own laws, and more than eight thouſand of the 


Jeus that dwelt at Rome concurr'd in the pe- 


tition. Thither, alſo, at the ſame time, arri- 
ved Philip, the brother of Archelaus, out of 
affection, as was pretended, to his brother, 
but, in reality, to {ee if he could for himſelf 
obtain ſome proviſion out of Herod's eſtates. 

A council being ſummon'd to conſider this 


ſubject, and order'd to meet in the temple of 


Apollo, which Auguſtus himſelt had built, the 
Fewiſh ambaſſadors fail'd not, at the day ap- 
pointed, to give their attendance, They there 


pray'd Angn/tus to reflect, that Herod had vio- 


lated all their laws by his intemperate conduct; 
that he had treated his people like a tyrant, 
and not like a king; that he had injuriouſly 
murder'd a prodigious number of the Jets, 
and always behaved himſelf in ſuch an outra- 


gluns manner, that they could not have ſuffer'd 


more had they been govern'd by one of the 
moſt furious among the brutes; that he had 
found Fudæa wealthy, flouriſhing, and rich; 
but left it in poverty, contempt, and wretch- 
edneſs: That he had committed innumerable 
abuſes upon married women, as well as young 
ladies of faſhion. © And, notwithſtanding, ia- 
© ſiſted thy, we were not hardened into an inſen- 
c ſibility at his death, but paid his funeral all 
© 1imaginable reſpect. We likewiſe honoured 
© Archelaus as his ſucceſſor, in expeQation that 
© he would turn over a new leaf: Bur, alas! he 
© ſoon diſappointed our hope, and revived old 
* Herod, by the murder of three thouſand of his 
© ſubject; and, to aggravate the crime, their 


blood was ſpilt in the temple, which thing 


© even Herd himſelf would have trembled at. 
Our moſt earneſt requeſt, therefore, is, that 


© the emperor Auguſtus would in mercy con- 


« deſcend to altar the form of our government, 
© and, inſtead of ſubjecting us to kings of our 
© own, incorporate and embody us with the 
« province ot ria, to the end that we may 
© have no farther plague than to obey one go- 
© vernor.' | | 2 

Nicolaus Damaſcenus roſe up and ſpoke for 
Archelaus in theſe words: May it pleaſe the 


© emperor, I cannot but think it extraordinary 


© to find crimes accumulated upon a dead man, 
* who, when alive, had never the leaſt charge 
© brought againſt him. This very circumitance is 
© enough to demonſtrate the injuſtice of the ac- 


© cufation : Archelaus, as the emperor's deputy, 


vas obliged to preſerve the peace of the coun- 
* try, and if that could not be brought about 


© without force, they that made it neceflary, 


© are accountable, but not he. If his diſobedi- 
© ence to the ſovereignty of Auguſtus occaſion- 
© ed the death of thoſe who condemned it, 
© then let me ſee the man who. has courage e- 
© nough to declare which ſide he deſires noted, 
© and whom he would acquit. This embaſſy, 1 
© am afraid, ſpeaks at the bottom a defiance to 
© power, and lays open before us the character of 
© a people who no longer are reſolved to obey. 

Hereupon, Auguſtus diſmiſs'd the aſſembly, 
and, a lictle While after, ſending for Arc helaus, 
he confirm'd him, not in the Whole dominions 
of Herod, but in half, under the title of eth- 
narch, or prince of the nation; promiſtng to 
make him king as ſoon as he came to know that 
his virtue merited the diſtinct ion. The remain. 
ing halt Augliſtus divided between Egilip and 
Antipasy 


Antipas, two: other fons of Herod. The firſt 
Bad tor his ſhare Batanga, Trachonitis, and 
Auranitis, with a part of the lands that were 
formerly poſſeſs*'d by Zenodorus, the annual re- 
venue ot which amounted: to an hundred ta- 
lents: Anti pa s's portion was Galilee, with the 
country on the ſurther ſide of Jordan, being 
two hundred talents of yearly revenue. And 
Archelaus had Fudea, Idumæa, and Samaria, 
which annually yielded him ſix hundred talents. 
Auguſtus, to reward the loyalty of the peo- 

le of Samaria, who, during the late troubles, 
bac given him many proofs of their affection, 
eaſed them of a fourth part of the taxes they 


had formerly paid; and in regard the cities of 


Gaza, Gadara, and Hippon, lived as the Greeks 
did, he rent them from their dependance on 
Judæa, and re- annex'd them to the province of 
Syria, Auguſtus alſo ratified the ſeveral lega- 
cies that Herod had left, adding, belides, of his 
own bounty, two hundred and fifty thouſand 
ſilver pieces to each of Herod's daughters. As 


to the money that Herod had deſtin'd for him, 


Anzuſtus generouſly returned it to his children, 
reſerving to himſelf only a few curious works, 
out of the large quantity of plate that Herod 
had bequeathed him. | a ä 
Ac this time, an impoſtor, preſuming, on his 
near reſemblance, in features, as well as ſtature, 
to Alexander, whom Herod had put to death, 
made an eſſay to obtain the crown of Judæa. 
The hkeneſs between this counterfeit and the 
deceaſed prince was ſo very great, that his de- 
ceit paſs'd upon many, even of thoſe who had 
ſcen the prince. He therefore pretended to be 
Alexander, the ſon of Herod, and that thoſe, 
to whom the commiſſion was given to ſlay him 
and his brother, had compaſſionately ſav'd *em 
both, and blinded the eyes of Herod, by exe- 
cuting two other men in their room. Goin 
to Crete, he there brought all the Jews he con- 
verſed with into an opinion that he really was 
Alexander, and under this diſguiſe received 


great ſums of money from them; and from 


thence paſſing to the iſland of Melos, he there 
had the ſame ſucceſs. Theſe lucky hits embol- 
dening him to think of making an application 
to Auguſtus, he from Melos ſer out for Italy. 
On his arrival, the Fews from all parts of 
the country waited on him, expreſſing their joy 
with all poſſible teſtimonies of reſpect. The 
hatred which they had long entertained againſt 
the tyrant Herod and his tamily, and the love 
and reverence they bore to the royal Aſiuonæan 
race, were mott powerful motives to incline 
them to treat him with all manner of honour. 
, Aign/tus gave orders to bring this impoſtor 
belore him, and in a minute diſcerned the cheat. 
7 hrs fellow, (aid he to the by-ſtanders, des, 
indeed, reſemble Alexander, but not ſo as to im- 
Þ'/e upon any man of penetration and judgment. 
Do but examine his hands, aud you will ſoon 
Jma out the trick, Atter this, Aug uſtus jocoſely 
48d him what was become ot his brother Ari- 
fouls, and why he did not come along with 
im to receive a treatment ſuirable to his birth. 
he fellow Impudently anſwer'd, his brother 
was in the iſle of Cyprus; but, in regard of all 


7 » . . 5 
he iſſite of Mariamne, continued he, there are 
79 


but two of us alive, it was proper for one of us 
to flay behind, to the end he might make good 
the claim, if an accident ſhould happen to me. 
Auguſtus ſmiled, and taking him aſide, Tell me, 
young man, ſaid he, who was the villain that 
pur you on perſonating Alexander; ingenuouſly 
confeſs the truth, and, I give jo my word, I'll 
not touch your life. The impoſtor immediately 
owned both the cheat, and its inventor. Au- 
g/tus ſent the impoſtor to the gallies, and pu- 
niſn'd the latter as ſuch a forgery deſerv'd. 
Auguſtus having, the year before this, in a 
great paſſion, laid open his domeſtick ſores to 
the ſenate, and thereby procured their conſent 
for baniſhing the impudent ſtrumpet Julia, his 
daughter, and Tiberins's wife, to the iſland of 


Pandataria, he was afterwards much offended 


at his own indiſcretion, and would often ſay, 
had Agrippa or Mzcenas been alive, ſuch an act 
of imprudence could not have happened to ex- 


pole his ſhame. And, indeed, thoſe his two 


tavourires uſed often to take a pretty rough li- 
berty with him, of which I ſhall only give one 
inſtance: As Auguſtus was one day ſitting in 
judgment, and going to condemn a great many 
unhappy wretches to death, Mucenas luckily 
chanced to come in; and ſeeing him in a paſ- 
ſion, wrote down and ſent him theſe words: 
It is high time for thee to get up executioner. 
And Auguſtus inſtantly quitted the place, with- 
out paſſing ſentence upon any of them. 

J he Armenians being now in a rebellion, in 
which they were aſſiſted by the Parthians, Au- 
gulſtus ſent his grandſon Caius to reduce them. 
Caius had married Lollia Paulina, the daugh- 
ter of M. Lollius; and becauſe Cains was not 
nineteen years of age, Auguſtus ordered Lollius 
to go with him as his governor. 

Ziberius, who had left Rome, either becauſe 
he could not bear the notorious adulteries of 
his wite Julia, or out of jealouſy of Caius 
and Lncins, whom Auguſtus reſpected more than 
he did him; being arrived in the iſle of CHio, 
and there meeting Caius, who was going to 
compole the troubles in Armenia, did him ex- 
traordinary honours, and not only gave him, 
but every one of his retinue, all imaginable 
marks of a profound ſubmiſſion. 

In the mean time Phraates, king of Par- 
thia, coming to underſtand Auguſtus's prepara- 
tions againſt him, writ a letter to him, deſiring 
honourable conditions of peace. And Au- 
guſtus, in his anſwer, having not ſo much as 
vouchſafed him the title of king, and peremp- 
torily, too, commanded him to leave Armenia; 
Phraates was ſo provok'd at this uſage, that 
he ſent Auguſtus a ſecond letter, full of inſo- 
lence and defiance; ſtiling himſelf The king of 
kings, and calling Auguſtus only Cr/ar. 

Caius being, on his arrival in Armenia, ſuc- 
ceſsful to think of terms of agreement; but ha- 
ving receiv*d a wound, he grew afterwards in- 
dolent, add took a reſolution to continue in the 
eaſt, and lead a private life. Auguſtus hearing 
of this his deſign, earneſtly begg'd him to re- 
turn, promiſing a compliance with all his de- 
fires. Hereupon, Caius gave his conſent to go 
back to Rome, but, in his way thither, died at 
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Linryra, a city of Lycia, ſurviving his brother 
Lucius, who was dead in Spain, but eighteen 
months. "INI 

Arc helaus, on his arrival in Fudea, took the 
high-prieſthood from Foazar, becauſe he had 
countenanced the rebels, and promoted his bro- 
ther Eleazar in his room. He then rebuilt the 

lace of Fericho, and employed workmen to 
build a town, which he afterwards diſtinguiſh'd 
with his own name. This year being the ſe- 
cond of our Lord, Archelaus ſent a bill of di- 
vorce to his wite, and married G/aphyra, the 
widow of his own brother Alexander, ro whom 
ſhe had borne children; and, by this falſe ſtep, 
he violated the law of Mey/es in two particu- 
lars: Firſt, in eſpouſing a ſtranger, the daugh- 
ter of the king of Cappadocia, who was not of 
the Fewifh religion; and, ſecondly, by taking 
to wife the relict of his brother, who before 
had children by her. 

Auguſtus having, on the death of Caius, ſent 
an ambaſlador to the prieſteſs of Apollo to en- 
quire who ſhould ſucceed him in the empire; 
had an anſwer return'd him in theſe words: 
An Hebrew child, the great ſovereign of the 
higher powers, has commanded me to leave this 
place, and retire into hell; therefore you muff 
henceforth go anſatisfied front our altars. 
Tiberius, on the news of Caius's death, made 
joy ful preparations to re-viſit Rome. Whilit 
he ſtayed at Rhodes, he applied himſelf moſtly 
to the ſimple and ridiculous ſtudy of divina- 
tion, and, to aſſiſt him in it, liberally enter- 
tain'd an aſtrologer, whoſe name was T hraſil- 
lus. It is ſaid, that Zhraſillus foretold him 
that Caius and Lucius would die, and make 
way for him to ſucceed to the empire. And 
this he might tell him, without being obliged 
either to the ſtars, or the devil; for Thra/zllts 
might form this conjeEture from the reſtleſs and 
wicked temper of Livia, the wife of Auguſtus, 
who, he thought, would leave no ſtone unturn'd 
to ſecure the empire for her ſon ; it being the 
opinion of ſome, that both the youths were 
poiſoned by her means. | 

Tiberius and Thraſillus being at Rhodes upon 
the top of an high wall, which fronted to the 
ſea, the former had for ſome minutes been con- 
triving in his mind how to throw maſter aſtro- 
loger headlong into the ſea; and then looking 
gravely at Zh: 2/4/1ns, he ask'd him if he knew 
the time and manner of his own death, That, 


anſwer'd he, I can't particularly reſolve you; 


but this I am ſure of, I was never in ſo much 
danger as I am at preſent. This mark of his 
ſufficiency, though, in all likelihood, it pro- 
ceeded from a judgment made on Tiberius's 
face, hinder'd Ziberius's bad intention, and gave 
the aſtrologer a chief place in his eſteem. 

Thoſe that pretend, from the ſtars, or any 
other way, to tell people's fortunes, or reſtore 
loſt goods, are all cheats, to a man; and yet 
the credulity of ſome is ſo great, that they do, 
in contradiction to our moſt holy religion, com- 
mon ſenſe, and experience, conſult them. The 
devil himſelt cannot tell future events other- 
wiſe than by a ſhrew'd gueſs ; and being an old 
ſpirit, a long acquaintance with natural cauſes, 
makes him ſometimes hit the mark, though, for 


one truth he ever ſpoke, he has been guilty of 


found among you any one 
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a thouſand lies : For which reaſon, it is my 
firm opinion, than when any truth comes from 
him, he has his inſtructions from above, and is 
commanded to tell it. 

In vain do aſtrologers endeayour to juſtify 
their calculating nativities, and their other im- 
poſitions of the like ſort, by theſe words : 
And let them be for figns, Gen. 1. 14. for that 
they were never deſigned for ſuch an uſe as 
they make of them, is plain from the law given 
againſt it, Deut. xviii. 10. There ſhall not be 
that uſeth divi- 
nation, &c. And 1/aiah viii. 19... Shoulg 
not a people ſeek unto their Gd? But thoſe that 
conſult aſtrologers, or any other cunning rogues, 
about the future accidents of their lives, ſtray 
goods, Cc. do, as much as in them lies, torſake 
their God; and put their confidence in the de- 
vil. It is a common, as well as juſt remark, 


that not three of an hundred of thoſe who fly 


to ſuch unlawful curioſities, did ever live to 
ſee the ordinary age of man; the great ruler 
of events ſo diſpoſing it, that they fall a ſacri- 
fice to their own tears. 

Tiberius having finiſh'd his eight years ſtudy 
at Rhodes, was, on his coming to Rome, made 
the adopted ſon of Auguſtus, and thereby ſet- 
tled in the proſpect of ſucceeding to the em- 
pire; but, at the ſame time, as a check upon 
him, Augeſtus obliged him to adopt Germani- 
cus, who was a perſon of great worth and me- 
rit, and the granſon of L:via by her ſon Dru- 
ſus, that died about ten years betore in the Ger- 
man wars. 

The people having one day call'd Auguſtus 
lord, he not only then refuſed that appella- 
tion, but continu'd ever after on a guard to 
prevent it. And now his cuſtomary farm of 
ten years, which granted him an abſolute power 
over the lives and fortunes of his ſubjects, be- 
ing for the third time expired, the good man 
was with ſome intreaties brought at length to 
accept the ſame burthen for ten years more, 
As age had pretty much ſubdued the rough 
ſallies of paſſion, and ſweeten'd his natural 
temper, he thought it the wiſeſt courſe to live 
in amity and friendſhip with his people, and 
avoid the having any difference with his ſe- 
nate. | 

The palace being at this time burnt to the 

ground, Auguſtus only impos'd a piece of gold 
(which 1s twenty-five Atticł drams) upon every 
nation, and one dram (which is two groats of 
our money) upon each particular perſon, to- 
wards the re-building it: And, when it was 
finiſned, he ſaid, it ought to be common to the 
people, as well as him, ſince it was at theit 
charge built. At ſome preſſing inſtances to re- 
cal his daughter F#4/ia, he made anſwer, they 
might with the ſame eaſe reconcile fire and wa- 
ter together, as bring him to condeſcend to 
ſuch a requeſt. They then threw ſome com- 
buſtible matter into the 7iber, which made him 
ſmile, and, continuing their importunities, pre- 
vailed with him ſo far, that ſhe ſhonld leave 
the iſle, whither ſhe had been baniſhed, and 
take up her reſidence in the firm land. 

There being a conſpiracy detected, in which 
was engage, Cornelius, the grandſon, by a daugh- 


ter, ompey the Great, Auguſtus fell Wl 
; | uch 
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ſuch a perplexed ſtate, as filled his head with © heads. We often make a wrong judgment of 

apprehenſions by day, and deprived him of his © men, taking thoſe for friends who in reality are 
reſt by night. Should he pardon them, it © at work to undo us. Oh! when will that day 
would but encourage others to form new de- arrive, which will bring me ſuch friends, as I 

ſigns; and was he to put them to death, he © could truſt in? 3 | 4 

could not from thence promiſe himſelf an un- It is my opinion, reſumed Livia, that a 
troubled ſecurity. Livia perceiving the anx- © monarch can find abſolute ſafety no where 
ious condition of his mind, ask'd what was the © but in the love and affeQion of his people. 
matter with him. How can I be eaſy, /aid he, Friends, I will allow, are often treacherous, 
© in the midſt of ſo many enemies, who are con- and an army may eaſily be corrupted. But 
© tinually plotting my deſtruction? Seeſt thou let us go on to merit the good-will of the 
© not how many perſons'are embarked in an at- people, and neither the one nor the other 
* tempt againſt my life and dignity? And the © will dare to hurt us. I would have you, in 
c example that has been made of ſome, inſtead * the preſent exigence, imitate the phyſicians, 
© of deterring others, makes them run more © who never make uſe of inciſion and fire where 
© preedily to their ruin. You ſhonld not, an- © a diſtemper may be drove away with gentle 
« {wer'd Livia, be ſurprized at ſuch a conjunc- © means. The mind, all ſpiritual as it is, has 
© ture; it is but a common efte&t in the courſe © its paſſions, which reſemble the infirmities of 
© of the things of this world, One cannot ex- © the body: Fear makes it contract itſelf, an- 
pet to govern ſo large an empire, and pleaſe © ger inflames it; ſhe ſinks under melancholy, 
* every body. How juſt and honourable ſoever © and magnanimity revives her. Sweeteners, 
© an adminiſtration may be, there are numbers © therefore, are, in both caſes, the moſt proper 
© of thoſe who will take an occafion to com- * medicines. Mercy is an opiate that will in- 
© plain. The reſtleſs and the wicked are by 6 ſtantly quiet the moſt turbulent humonrs ; 
far the greater part of your people, and to © but correction is a method that has often 
© think of gratifying them, would be a labour © provoked the ſweeteſt diſpoſitions. A mo- 
train and unprofitable. There are others, who, * derate and clement conduct will at laſt over- 
© on the ſtrength of a few good qualities, thruſt ? come hatred, and gain univerſal approbarion. 
© theraſelves forward, and aſpire to poſts for We find, that even the fierceſt of brutes may 
© which they are not fit; and when they ſee men be tamed by good uſage, and that the moſt 
© of more merit preferred to them, they imme= „ fearful among them will reſiſt violence. But 
© diately deſert your intereſt, and add to the © when 1 have ſaid this, it is not with a defign 
© crowd of the diſſaffected. It is not an averſion that you ſhould indifferently pardon all; the 
© to you, bur love ro themſelves, that fets them <« malady in ſome of them, has, perhaps, got 
© a working. Sovereign power, and the advan- to ſuch a height, that nothing but perpetual 
tages that attend it, diffuſe ſuch a luſtre, and * exile can perform the cure. As to the reft, 
© ſo captivate the minds of men, that I wonder © whom youth, ignorance, want of thought, 
© not to find ſome affecting it, and others ambi- or misfortunes, have led into a ſnare, a kind 
© tious to refreſh themſelves under its ſhade; © reproof or two will be ſufficient ; and if this 
and however extravagant or unjuſt this temper © will not retain them in their duty, you may 
© may be, yet, as it ſeems to be the reſult and © then proceed without running any danger, to 
© work of nature itſelf, force and puniſhment © the lighter puniſhments; as infamy, exile 

© will never be able to cure the bias. Reſolve, for a few years, and confiſcation of goods. 
therefore, to diſappoint and ſcatter their-in= © But when we take away the life for a tale or 
© trigues, but ſcorn to maintain your authority © treaſon, the world is apt to think we were 
© by rigour. hr - © © either afraid of the man, or envied his vir- 

And, indeed, the glory of a prince 


* I own, reparteed Auguſtils, that envy is the © tue. 
* neceſſary conſequence of an exalted ſtation, * conſiſts in preſerving, and not deſtroying his 
© and that, of all others, abſolute dominion is © people. Cruelty to one ſeldom fails to alie- 
the moſt expoſed, Our happinefs would come nate the hearts of many. Force and terror, 
* near to that of the ſupreme power and arbiter as they produce fear, ſo they beget hatred; 
© of all things, was it not intricately chequer' d *« but perſuaſion is only capable to conquer the 
* with painful care, terror, and vexation. Iam heart. Let us, therefore, alter our conduct, 
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now under ſuch a caſe, as will not admit a re- 
medy - and thence iſſues all my pain. 
Since, replied Lia, there are many who 


* and try, by mildneſs, to win their affec- 
© tion. An intemperate behaviour in them, 
© follow'd by kind offices in us, will ſpon 
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* take a delight in wicked enterprizes, let us * make them aſhamed, and compel them to 
noi be wanting to ourſelves in precautions a- love us. Tf you can be ſo kind to yourſelf 
* gainlt them. We have an army ſufficient to * as to follow this advice, which comes from 
| : bridle their violence, as well as ſecure us. 7 I her that is obliged to be a part both in your 
: I have no need, ſaid Argu/tus, to call in in- joy and forrow, the great quantity of blood 
ſtances of Kings who have periſh'd by the yon have ſpilt, as well as the fury of your 
: hands of thoſe in whom they repos'd a confi» * proſcriptions, will no longer be imputed to 
; dence. How wretched is our ciccumſtance, * your owtl. 1Clination, but the neceſſity of the 
that obliges us to dread, and, with an eye of £ times.” e 
care, ſurvey our friends, as well as our ene- Auguftus enter'd into the ſentiments of Livia, 
mes? Lhe firſt are the more dangerous of the and generouſſy forgave all the conſpirators. 
e we arm againit our enemies, but againſt He made the grandſon of Pompey conſul, and 
Ty ole we have no defence. Whether alone; or by this, and other obliging offices, ſo won the 
in company, death is ſtill hovering over our hearts of the citizens, that nothing like an at- 


tempt 
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tempt appear'd afterwards to diſturb his reign. 
So true it is, that people may be led, but will 
never be drove. 55 43 

Tiberius being, ſoon after his arrival from 
Rhodes, ſent into Germany to give the finiſhing, 
blow to the war that had tor three years 


plagued the Romans; Velleius Paterculus, the: 
hiſtorian, who attended him in the quality of 


glorious actions, and alſo al/ifted in eac h of "em, 
to the utmoſt of his power. * 


Tiberius having penetrated upwards of four 


hundred miles into the country, and reduced 


all of it, excepting only the Marcomanni, who. 
had lately, under the conduct of Maroboduus, 
ſettled in thoſe grounds which are ſurrounded, 


by the Hyrcanian wood, was now | preparing 


to fall upon them, but news, in the interim, 


arriving, that all Pannonia and Dalmatia were 
up in arms, made him lay aſide his purpoſe. 


1 heſe rebels had enjoyed a long peace, and, 


being in a rich and flouriſhing condition, got 
moſt of the nations round them to join in a 
League to throw off the Roman yoke. 

| Ihe rebels having gather'd together an ex- 
ceeding great army, divided it into three bo- 
dies, ordering one party to march againſt Ma- 
cedunia, the ſecond to break into ſtah, and 


reſerving the third for their own defence. This. 


rebellion appear d ſo formidable to Auguſtus, 
that he ſaid, to the ſenate, If we do not, 
© make ſpeedy and extraordinary precautions, 
the enemy may have it in their power to 
«© come, within ten days, to the walls of Rome.“ 
Levies, therefore, were expeditiouſly made, 
and ſuch diligence, us'd, that Tiberitts ſoon ſaw. 


himſelf at the head of the moſt numerous ar- 


my that had appeared in the field ſince the con- 
cluſion of the civil wars. 1 
The terror of this army brought Pannonia 
to a quick ſubmiſſion; but the Dalmatians, 
truſting to the faſtneſſes and ſituation of their 
country, continued the war till they were al- 
moſt totally ruined. Experience made them 
then accept of a peace upon any terms. Baton, 
who had been the principal author of this re- 
volt, being on an accommodation asked by 27 
berins what was the motive that gave rie to 
their rebellion againſt, the Romans; To you, 
alone, ſaid he, that.accident is owing ; who, 
inſtead of employing ſhepherds and their 
dogs to watch and guard your flocks, only 
ſend wolves to tear and devour them.“ D 
In the mean time, Varus, who in needy cir- 
cumſtances was ſent to govern rich Syria, and 
rethrn'd in an opulent condition out of poor 
Hria, being at the helm of affairs in Germany, 
took it into his mind to treat them in the ſame 
rigorous manner as was his practice in Syria . 
But the Germans, who had been accuſtomed to 
milder uſage under former governors, grew 
uickly tired of arbitrary power. It was not 
adviſeable, they 15 to come to an open 
rupture; policy was the ſafeſt method to reſiſt 
force. They, therefore, under a deep cloak of 
diſſimulation, concealed their reſentment, and, 
whilſt they were hourly giving him extraordi- 
nary tokens of friendſhip, their principal deſign 
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eneral of the horſe, is pleaſed to tell us, Thar. 
5 nine whole years he was a ſpettator of. his. 


2 


was to complete his ruin. And an occaſion 
ſoon offered that brought it to paſs. 1 
A commotion happening which obliged Ja- 
rus to march with his troops, they followed 
him, under a pretence of aſſiſting him againſt 
the enemy; and laying hold ot an opportunity 
which had entirely put him into their hands, 
they ſurrounded him on all ſides, aud, dne 
his army at ſuch a diſadvantage that they could 
neither defend themſelves, not retire; immedi- 
ately. proſtrated and cut off three legions, or. 
eighteen thouſand men, and three cohorts, or 
companies conſiſting of fix hundred men each. 
Varus being ſenſible that this terrible acci- 
dent was wholly owing to his own negligence 
and ſecurity (tor Segeftes had given him previ- 
ous information that the Germans were a plot- 
ting to deſtroy him), ſhame and deſpair ſo bat- 
tered the powers of his weak mind, that he 
fell upon his own ſword, and killed himſelf, 
In this general diſtreſs of the Roman troops,. 
Volumnius, the lieutenant of Varus, fled, with 
all the horſe, baſely leaving the toot to the 
mercy of the enemy. Lucius Aſprenas, who 
had the command ot two legions under his un- 
cle Varus, acted at this time a very brave part, 
ſecuring the retreat of his men, and by the 
help of L. Seditius, the camp-maſter, who ſoon 
afrer joined him with the ſhattered remains of 
the Roman forces, preterving a good part of 
the country in their obedience to the emperor, 
Though Varus had pillaged and ſpoiled the 
Germans at an infamous rate, yet all was co- 
loured over with a ſpecious form of law: 
Every rolling day of his government opened 
with freſh proceedings againft ſome innocent 
perſon or other; wealth could by no means eſ- 
cape an accuſation: And as he preſided in this 
court himſelf, a ſhort pleading was enough to 
convince him of the guilt ot the defendant. 
Nor did any go from his bar without having 
the mortification to ſee, at leaſt, their goods 
confiſcated. The Roman lawyers having been 
very diligent and active to ſerve Varus in theſe 
proceſſes, was the reaſon that a German ſoldier, 
on ſeizing an eminent advocate at the above 
defeat, cut out his tongue, and holding it up 
in his hand, ſaid, with a loud voice, Oh! 


© thou viper, I have at laſt put it out of thy 


© power to hiſs.” 


Auguſtus. was fo aſtoniſhed at the news of 
this diſaſter, that, for a while, ſuſpended in 


mind, he walk'd about, tearing his dreſs, beat- 


ing his head againſt the wall, and oſten utter- 
ing theſe words: Ouintilius Varus, bring me 
© back the legions.” The whole city was in 
a dreadful conſternation ; for the firſt account 
had ſo magnified the loſs, that they hourly ex- 
pected the Germans at the gates of Rome. 19 
the mean time, no method was left untried that 
might ſpeedily raiſe a new army. All ſuch as 
were of a proper age to ſerve in the wars, ha 

immediate orders, to lift themſelves, and the 
recuſants were ſtripp'd of their goods, and no- 
ted with infamy. And when . found 
that even this would not do, he iſſued out à 
command, that all who refuſed ſhould inſtantly 
be put to death. But underſtanding, ſoon al- 


ter, that the poſture of his aftairs in e 


\ 
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was not ſo deplorable as had been repreſented, ' 


he recalled that ſevere edit, and, contenting 


himſelf with the troops already raiſed, ſent 


Tiberius at the head of them to reduce the 
country. | | 1 | 

Archelaus had, during the firſt years of his 
ethuarchy, or principality, behaved with tole- 
rable mildneſs; and conſequently kept Fudea 
in a ſtate of peace, which diſpoſed Auguſtus to 
let him pleaſe himſelf with the title of king; 
but by the time that he had reigned ten years 
in Fudea, his tyranny grew ſo heavily ſenſible, 
as to call up old Herod in their memory, and 
put them on applying to Auguſtus fot relief. 
The Jews, thetetore, as well as the Samari- 
7415, coming unanimonſly into a project to re- 
dreſs themſelves, ſent an honourable embaſly 
to Rome, with inſtructions to lay before Au- 
guſtus the many hardſhips, and acts of violence, 
they had ſuffered from their King, 

Auguſtus, who had in a very expreſs manner 
enjoined Archelaus to treat his people with 


great clemency and juſtice, was fo provoked at 


his unjuſt adminiſtration, that he gave an im- 
mediate order to have him brought to Rome. 
Archelans was at a magnificent entertainment, 
ſurrounded by flatterers, jollity, and mirth, 
when Angn/tus's meſſenger came in upon him, 
ſignitying he muſt go to Rome. | 

On Archelaus's arrival at Rome, Auguſtus 
call'd a council, and having there given free 
audience to his accuſers, as well as permiſſion 
to the criminal to defend himſelf ; every arti- 
cle of the charge was too evidently made out 
againſt him, to be ſet aſide by any thing he 
could ſay in juſtification, Whereupon, Ag 
tus paſs d ſentence upon him, ordering all his 
effects to be confiſcated, and himſelf to go into 
baniſhment to Venue in Gallia, now called 
France. © £ 

After this, Auguſtus ſent a command to Pub- 
Jiu Sulpitins Cyrenius, who was at this time 
governor of Syria, to take poſſeſſion, in his 
name, of the kingdom of Fndea, and annex 
it to the province of Syria. Coponeus, a Roman 
of the Equeſtrian rank, carried him Auguſtus's 
pleaſure, and, withal, acquainted him, that he 
was authoriz'd to go along wich him, and con- 
tinue governor of Judæa, but ſubordinate to 
him who was preſident of Syria. On their co- 
ming to Fernu/alem, they ſold the houſes of 
Archelaus, leaving nothing unſeized that had 
belonged to him. 5 

renius having finiſhed that part of his com- 
miſſion which related to Archelaus, proceeded 
next to ſettle and eſtabliſh the tax, according 


to the deſcription and account of eſtates, real 


and perſonal, that had been made eleven years 
before by Sentinus Saturninus. He raiſed Au- 
nas, the ſon of Seth, to the high-prieſthood, 
depoſing Joa zar, the ſon of Boethus, from 
that dignity, in regard he had univerſally diſ- 
obliged the people. He likewiſe in a great 
meaſure, aboliſhed the Fewi/þ polity, ſubſtitu- 
diug that of the Romans in its ſtead. And the 
power of life and death was now entirely ta- 
ken from the Jews, and lodged only in the 
Reman procurator and his under- juſtices. This 
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done, Cyrenius returned into Syria, leaving 


Coponius in the government of Fudæa. 


Whilſt theſe things were a tranſacting in 
Fudza, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour being then 
in the twelfth year of his age, according to 
humanity, accompanied Fo/eph and Mary to the 
paſſover at Feryſ/alem, where he ſhone forth in 
his prophetick office, aſſerted the temple to be 
the houſe of his father, declared the truth of 


God, and for three full days, in the temple; 


diſputed with the greateſt doors of the Jew- 
i church, This was his firſt time of appear- 
ing as the great miniſter and mediator of the 


new covenant, whereby life and ſalvation were 


offered and revealed to men. And this his co- 
ming was foretold by the prophet Malachi, in 


| theſe words: Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, 


and he ſhall prepare the way before me: And 
the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to 
his temple Even the meſſenger of the covenant; 
whom ye delight in. Behold, he ſhall come, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, Malac. iii. 1. And hereby, 
too, was the ſplendor and glory. of this latter 
temple made infinitely greater than that of the 
former, as had been propheſied by Haggai, ch. 
ii. ver. 9. . 
At this time, alſo, begun to be fulfill'd that 
moſt remarkable and glorious propheſy of Ja- 
cob; The ſcepter ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come, Gen. xlix. 10. By Shiloh is un- 
derſtood the meſſiah, in the judgment of Feu- 
i doctors, as well as all Chriftians. The 
ſcepter in Judah denotes the ſupreme power 
which was firſt exerciſed by Moyſes, Foſhnua, 
and the judges, and afterwards reſided 1n their 
kings. By The law-giver from between his feet 
is meant an adminiſtration of juſtice by their 
own countrymen, and according to their own 
laws. 
And theſe undoubted marks of ſovereignty 
all the houſe of T/rae} enjoyed from the time 
of their departure out of Agypt, till the A- 
rian monarchy ſwallowed up ten of their tribes 
in ſuch a manner as they have not ſince been 
heard of: For theſe ten tribes being carried 
into captivity,and diſperſed among the Heathen 
inhabitants of the eaſt, they were immediatel 
deprived of both the ſcepter and their laws; 
and their intermarriages, and neceſſary fellow- 
ſhip with the Pagans, made them ſoon after 
forget and renounce their name, as well as na- 
R 
But as to the tribe of 7udah, though they 
had, likewiſe, the misfortune to be driven into 
captivity, they yet retained their name and 


laws, and were afterwards permitted to return 


to their own country, and reinſtated in all their 
former royal privileges. And from that their 
reſtoration downwards (except the three years 
and an halt of Antioc hus's perſecution), to the 
preſent period! we are upon, they continued 
without any breach on their conſtitution, to be 
governed by their own princes, and their own 
laws. | | | 
- Herod having reigned one year after the birth 
of dur Saviour, and Archelaus ſucceeding him 
for ten years more, ſo long then had the ſcepter 
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and law-giver kept their footing. in Judah: 
But now that Cyrenius had ſubjected Fudæa to 


the province of Syria, and left Coponius as go- 
vernor of it under him, the ſcepter totally cea- 


ſed from among them, and but a ſmall, and 
ſcarce perceptible veſtige of the law-giver, re- 


mained. For though they were allowed to 
have a Sanhedrim, or national council, together 
with an high-priett; yet both theſe amounted 
to no more chan a picture and carcaſs of their 
former grandeur, and in ſixty- two years after 
this prophetick manijeiiation of our Saviour in 
the temple, their Sanhedrim, as well as high- 
rieſthoo, were finally roored out of the 
world by Titus, and have never been revived 

ſince. | 17 5 
i his great change in the Jew œconomy, 


or diſpenſation, happened exactly according to 
the above propheſy, at the time when our Sa- 
viour firſt appear'd, as St. Paul deſcribeth it; 


that is, in the laſt of the ages, Heb. ix. 25, for 
our Fngliſb bible miſtook the meaning of the 
original words, and therefore thus renders 
them, in the end of the world, And that chis 
is the genuine import of St. Paul's words, will 
appear to any one, who is not quite a ſtranger 
to the Jewiſh idiom, or manner of ſpeech; it 


being a common thing among them to talk of 


the ſeveral ceconomies, or diſpenſations, that 
had ſucceſſively been in the world, as of fo 
many ages. This time, therefore, or appear- 
ance of our Lord, was accounted by St. Faul, 
and all the reſt of the converted erg, the con- 
ſumation and full accompliſhment of all ages, 


beyond which there could not, in time coming, 


ariſe any farther age or economy. 


Hence it is, that in the ſame idiomatick, or 


Fewifſh way of ſpeech, the times of the evan- 


gelick or goſpel-diſpenſation are often call'd in 


the inſpir'd writings, the fulneſs of the times, 


the laſt days, thelaft times; ahd, by St. Paul, 


the completion of the ages. Which ſeveral phra- 
ſes gives us to underſtand thar the times of the 


goſpel, or, which is the ſame thing, the appear- 
ance and revelation of our Saviour, ſhould be 
the laſt age, and conclude and finiſh all times. 
Whatever diſpenfations had obtained 1n the 
world before him, ſhould immediately, on his 
coming, ceaſe, and make way for his kingdom, 
which would never be ſucceeded by any other. 

The eus grievouſſy reſented this new face 
of affairs; one party gave out that their being 
ſubjected to Roman laws and tribute, was an 


open and publick badge of ſervitude, and ſuch 


a violation of their principles, which led them 
to acknowledge God alone for their king and 
maſter, as necc{larily required them to cut their 


way to liberty by the ſword. A ſecond, faction 


pretended it was a manifeſt breach of their law 


(which commanded thera 10t to ſet a ſtranger, 
which is not of their brethren, to be king over 
them), Deut. xvil. 15. to ſubmit ſo far to a fo- 


reign king, as to pay taxes to him. 
udas, a Gaulonite, of the city of Gamala, 


in Galilee, was the leading man of the firſt par- 


ty, and, with his ſmooth cant, ſo prevail'd up- 
on and animated the thoughtleſs minds of many 
of the people, that a very conſiderable body 
follow'd him; and the effects of it were im- 


mediately felt in all parts of the country? 
Robbery and murder walked bare- fac'd in all 
places; they ſpared neither friends nor ene- 
mies; and though liberty was all the while 


made their excuſe and pretext, yet ſpoil and 


plunder appear'd to be their only motive at 


bottom. I ſhall finiſh the account of him and 


his party in the words of Gamaliel, Acts v. 37. 
After this man roſe up Judas of Galilee, in the 
days of the taxing, and drew away much people 
after him: He alſo periſhed, and all, even as 
many as obeyed him, were difpers*d. | 

The other faction was headed by one Sago, 
a Phariſee, to whom joined all the Phari/zes, 
as well as many others; but they, likewiſe, 
were ſoon brought to ſubmit. They continu- 


ed, indeed, to deuy the lawfulneſs of paying 


taxes to a king that was not of their own na- 
tion, and, for the ſame reaſon, look*d with great 
contempt and abhorence upon ſuch Fews as 
condeſcended to take, under the Romans, the 
employment of Pablicaus, or collectors of the 


taxes. They conſidered the Publicans as a ſet 


of men that daily violated and broke their law; 
nay, they carried their averſion to them ſo 


far, that they regarded them with an eye of 


being renegadoes from their religion, and there- 
fore renounced all manner of tellowſhip with 
them. And this is the cauſe that in the goſpels 
we meet with Publicans and ſinners ſo free- 


quently ranked together. Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing all this their odium againſt taxes, and thoſe 
that gathered them, their proud ſtomachs were 


now, at laſt, taught to bend thereto. 


In the mean time, Tiberins paſſing into Ger- 
many, carried his victories wherever he went. 


Experience had inform'd him that Varus's mis- 


fortunes was the reſult of negligence and raſh- 


neſs; he therefore, durmg the two years he 
ſtayed, undertook no enterprize without good 
advice, and alſo kept his ſoldiers to a moſt ex- 


act military diſcipline, And having thus reſto- 


red peace to the country, he return'd to Rome, 
where he triumph'd three times. 

Coponius being recall'd, Marcus Ambivius 
was ſent to ſucceed him in the government of 
Judæa, and, about the ſame time, died that 
wicked woman Salome, the ſifter of Herod. 
She had, in her laſt will, left to Livia (whom 


Foſephus commonly calls Fulia), the wife of 


Auguſtus, the city of Famnia, with its topar- 
chy, or government, Phazaelis, ſituated in the 


plain, and Archelais, where grew a great num- 


ber of date-trees, that bore excellent fruit. 


Auguſtus was ſo highly pleaſed with the 
conduct and ſucceſs of Tiberius in German), 
that, on his return to Rowe, he raiſed him into. 


an equal ſhare of abſolute power and authority 
with himſelf over all the dominions that be- 
long'd to the Roman empire ; which partner- 
ſhipin the ſupreme command was likewiſe ra- 


tified and confirmed by the ſenate and people 


of Rome. . And from this event is to be com- 
puted that fifteentheyear of Tiberius, which is 


taken notice of in the third chapter and firſt 


verſe of the goſpel according to St. Luke. 
Auguſtus's uſual leaſe of ten years being now 
for the fourth time expired, he was again pre- 
vailed on, by the ſtrong importunities of the 
| | people, 
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. to accept of the government for ano- 
iter ten years. And coming to underſtarid that 


the twentieth part, which was rigorouſly levied 


on the eſtates real, as well as perſonal, of 
his ſubjects, was an unſupportable burt hen to 
the empire, and might in time cauſe an inſur- 
rection; he, by a letter, ſignified his pleaſure 
to the ſenate, that they ſhould find out and 
impoſe another tax 1n the room of it. This ex- 
pedient, he knew, would at once determine 
the ſenare to approve and ſettle the above tax, 
and, at the ſame time, free him from the odium 
and hatred that atisnded it. Nor was he miſ- 
taken in his judgment; for they ratified the old 
tax, in regard they could eſtabliſh no other that 
would be leſs incommodious to the people, 
and by this means delivered him from all his 
fears. . 

The laſt year of Auguſtus being arrived 
(which was the ſeventeenth of our Lord, and 
the tourteenth of the vulgar Ara), Marcus 
Amiiviits was ordered to return to Rome, and 
Annius Rufus ſent governor of Fudæa in his 
ſtead. 5 

As Auguſtus was at this time buſied with Zi- 
beri4s, his collegue, in taking a deſcription or 


ſurvey of the people, which amounted to the 


number of 4137090 Roman citizens, an eagle 
flew about him ſeveral times, then taking her 
way to a Chapel in the neighbourhood, fat 
down at the firſt letter ot the name of Agrippa. 
For which reaſon, Augiſtus, who was more than 
abundantly ſuperiticious, left Tiberius, to ce- 
lebrate thuſe vows which cuſtom required for 
the following termi of five years. 'L he firma- 
ment had appeared in a ſhew of fire, and a co- 
met was ſeen, of a menacing and bloody co- 
lour. The ſenate, therefore, iſſued out an or- 
der that publick prayers ſhould be made for the 
health ot the emperor. 
And, ſoon after, a thunderbolt falling upon 
his ſtatue in the capitol, and daſhing our the 
firſt letter of his name Ce/ar, the thameleſs 
diviners, who were conſulted on this occaſion, 
made anſwer, Auguſtus ſhould within an hun- 
dred days be added to the number of the Gods. 
confirming it with the following reaſon, viz. 
the letter C. which was ſtruck out by the thun- 
derbolt, repreſented among arithmetical figures 
the number one hundred; and &/ar, the re- 
maining part of the name in the Hetruſcan 
tongue, ſignified a God. But the true ground 
they proceeded on, was the age and infirmities 
of the man, which they concluded would pro- 
bably fioiſh him before the expiration of an 
hundred days. | 

In the mean time, Auguſtus, finding himſelf 
grow daily weaker, writ down a ſhort account 
of all his memorable actions, and giving or- 
ders that the above breviary of his exploits 
ihould be regiſter'd upon braſs, and placed be- 
tore his mautoleum, or tomb, he accompanied 
Tiberius (whom he had before commiſſioned to 
80 to [Mhricum) to Beneventum, where they 
parted, and Tiberius begun his journey. Bur 
Augu/1s being ſoon after ſeized with a violent 
diarrhza, or looſeneſs, he had Tiberius called 
back again, and, after a long converſation with 
him in private, he took his leave of him at No- 


la, bidding him make what expedition he could 
to ſettle {/lyricam, that he might return the 
ſooner. _ | 

When his diſtemper had come to ſuch a 
head, as made him ſenſible he could live but a 
very ſhort while, he ſent for his moſt particu- 
lar friends, and telling them that he left them 
Rome all of marble, which before his time was 
nothing but brick (alluding not to the magni- 
ficence of the buildings, but the power ot the 
empire), he laſt of all, by way ot jeſt, on the 
vanity of human life, asked them it they 
thought he had played his part well; and, up- 
on receiving an extraordinary approbation, he 
then deſired them to give him the ſame teſti- 
mony of applauſe that the Roman actors uſu- 
ally requeited of their audience at the end of 
a dramuatick piece. And ſo he died in the arms 
of his wite Livia, pronouncing theſe words : 
Remember our marriage, and farewel, 

He had liv'd ſeventy-(x years, lacking thirty- 
five days, dying on the nineteenth of Augu/t, 
which was the ſame day on which he had ob- 
rain'd his firſt conſuſhip. If we begin his reign 
from that conſulſhip, we then extend it to fifty- 
ſix years; bur, reducing it to the Actiac victo- 
ry, which 1s the moſt reaſonable method of the 
two, his reign will include only the ſpace of 
forty- four years, wanting fourteen days; it be- 
ing that victory which alone ſet him at the head 
of the Roman empire. 


F here run a ſuſpicion that he was poiſoned 


by his beloved wife Livia. He had adopted 


Agrippa Poſthumus, the fon of his daughter 
Julia, at the ſame time that he conferred the 
rights of ſonſhip upon Tiberius ; but that young 
man chancing ſoon after to ler fall ſome ſimple 
expreſſions, which were aggravated by Livia 
in ſuch a manner as made Auguſtus renounce 
him; Agrippa was immediately ſent into baniſh- 
ment. And as Auguſtus had a little while ago 
paid him a viſit, which might ſtrike a dread 
into Livia that he deſigned to leave Agrippa 
his heir, and exclude her fon Tiberius; ſome 
were of opinion, that the ſprinkled a poiſonous 


powder on ſome figs, which hung upon a tree, 


from whence he uſed often to pick that fruit, 
and taking care to reſerve a few for her. ſelf, 


that were ſound and good, to the end her ex- 


ample might encourage him to eat; ſhe then 
gave him the poiſon'd ones, which threw him 
into a diarthza, and kill'd him. Whether this 
be fact, or no, I cannot tell; ſhe was a cunning 
woman. However, Agrippa Poſthumus was 
diſpatch'd out of the way before the people of 
Rome receiv'd an account of 41uguftus's death. 
By his teſtament, two thirds of his eſtare 
were aſſign'd to Tiberius, and one third to his 
wife Livia; and becauſe ſo large a donation 
from a man to his wife was not allowable by 
the civil law, he had previouſly got the ſenate 
to diſpenſe with that law, as tar as it regarded 
him. He likewiſe deſtin'd ſeveral heritages, 
and many moveables of great value, to his re- 
lations, to ſtrangers, to ſenators, to knights, 
and to kings. He left the people of Rome ten 
millions of drams, to be thus divided, to each 
ſoldier of his guards two hundred and fifty 
drams, to each ſoldier in garriſon one a0: 
: an 
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a nd twenty-five, and to the bulk of the people 
venty-five drams per man, Beſides, he or- 
da ined, that what eſtates or legacies ſoever had 
been at any time left him, ſhould, with all 
their profits, be reſtored to the children of the 
teſtators, as ſoon as they ſhould arrive to full 
age. And the ſame generoſity he had always 
made appear in his life-time, returning the 
right of ſucceſſion to the lawful heirs, either 
when they came to age, or ſoon after. He had 
ever ſhewn a very great tenderneſs for other 
men's children, but yet he was not brave e- 
nough to forgive his own daughter; nay, fo far 
from that, he gave a poſitive order that her 
aſhes ſhould not be depoſited in his tomb, lea- 
ving her only a triffling preſent. | 
Furthermore, he left a paper, wherein he 
earneſtly preſs'd the Romans not to beſtow the 
rights and privileges of Roman citizens upon 
any body without great circumſpection; for it 
was neceſſary, he told them, to keep up a diſ- 
tinction between themſelves and thoſe who de- 
pended upon their power. He bid them take 
care how they truſted weak men with the 
charge of publick affairs, and beware of com- 
mitting an abſolute power into the hands of any 
one man, for fear he ſhould take it into his 
head to act the tyrant ; or, if he was a good 
man, his death might imvolve the empire in 
great calamities. He moreover begged them 
to ſet aſide all thoughts of enlarging the limits 
of the empire, becauſe it would inevitably fol- 
low; that every new acquiſition would bring a 
freſh load of care and pain to preſerve it, and 
be, perhaps, attended, at length, with the loſs 
of all. 
He was a man, whom only a few of the Ro- 
Mans regretted at his death, but all ſorrow- 
fully deplored in a ſhort time after. He had 
by numberleſs acts of injuſtice, and an extreme 
torrent of blood, mounted the throne, but af- 
terwards acted, for the moſt part, with ſuch 
moderation, prudence, and juſtice, as inclined 
the world to believe, that youth and neceſſity 
were in fault, but not his natural temper. His 
name had ſcarce been remember'd to day, but 
for the generous Cicero; yet even his life he 
threw into the general execution that he, and 
Anthony, and Lapidus, had agreed on. To 
Cicero it was owing, that he made a figure that 
afterwards exalted him into a partnerſhip with 
Anthony ; and therefore nothing can excuſe the 
cowardly ſacrifice of his friend, He was an 


excellent ſoldier, and yet inferior to Anthony. 


The battle of Fhilippi, which finally put a pe- 
riod to the liberty of Rome, owed its conduct 
and ſucceſs to Anthoay, and not him; for he 
was there defeated, and muſt, likewiſe, have 
loſt his life, had he not been wiſe enough to 
take the precaution which was ſuggeſted to him 
by his phyſician in a dream. Anthony's parts 
were every way equal to his, but the misfor- 
tune was, though they were both abominably 


hen-peck'd, and abſolutely at the devotion of 


their ſeveral loves, yet the former having fal- 
len into the hands of a ftrumpet, who valued 
no one thing but money, and the latter mar- 
ried a woman whoſe intereſt obliged her to 
conſult his reputation; the conſequence kept 
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an exact proportion, that 1s to ſay, Ant hony- 


was ruined, and Auguſtus held up his head to 
his dying day. But had it been poſlible to 
have changed the women upon them, Aut hony 


would have been Auguſtus, and Octavius would 


have fallen like Anthony. | 

Auguſtus, of the two, was moſt ad 
women, and, as long as his ſtrength continued, 
honour and honeſty were never conſidered in 
his way to luſt. He would have thought it, 
in the middle ſtage of his life, an act of great 
injuſtice, to have taken away any man's eſtate; 
yet he made no ſcruple of debauching his wite, 
which was a hardſhip, an injury, and a robbery, 
infinitely greater. Anthon), after his acquain- 
tance with Cleopatra, minded no women but 
her; but Auguſtus labour'd under an unſettled 
bias; which Livia, his wife, perceiving, endea- 
vour'd to gratify from every corner of the then 
known world. 

Auguſtus was eaſy of acceſs, of a liberal na- 
ture, civil to his friends, and always delighted 
when they talked moſt freely with him. Athe- 
nodorus coming to him one day in ſuch a co- 
ver*'d chair as women uſed to be carried in, he, 
of a ſudden, jumped out upon him with a 
ſword in his hand, ſaying, Are you not afraid, 
Auguſtus, that ſomebody ſbould take ſuch an 
opportunity as this to kill jou? Auguſtts only 
thanked him for his advice. And being once 
inflamed into a violent paſſion at a robber, 
whoſe name was Caracotta, he publickly figni- 
fied his pleaſure, that whoever kill'd the fel- 
low ſhould have twenty and five thouſand 
drams for a reward; but Caracotta no ſooner 


+ gm himſelf, than Auguſtus forgave 
im. 


Auguſtus, in one illuſtrious reſpect, was vaſt- | 


ly ſuperior to Anthony. He lov'd, eſteem'd, 
honour'd, and rewarded, all men of worth, me- 
rit, and learning; whereas Anthony ever feared 
and hated them, and made it his daily buſineſs 
to ruin them. And that one noble quality has 
perfumed, and will celebrate the name of Au 
guſtus to diſtant ages; whilſt what was agree- 
able in Anthony will hardly be ſeen, by reaſon 
of the many dark ſhades that obſcure his pic- 
ture. 5 | 
Auguſtus had, alſo, this advantage in his fa- 
vour : Having lived to a good old age, he had 
long ſurvived all thoſe who had ſeen the happy 
days of the republick; and their children 


growing up under his reign, and calling to mind 


the violent ſcene of blood, rapine, and injuſ- 
tice, that their parents had told them was the 
common fare of the civil wars; begun on a 
compariſon to be highly ſatisfied with their pre- 
ſent condition. And as the real value of what 
we poſleſs never ſtrikes our fancy in ſo lively a 
manner, as when we come to loſe it, the ſuc- 
ceeding infamous reign of Tiberius recalled 
Auguſius to their memory with a double luſtre 
It was thought by many (but I hope it is not 
true); that he ſeteled the ſucceſſion upon Tibe- 
rius for no other reaſon but to elevate and in- 
creaſe his own reputation among the people. 
He was a prince that regarded not vanity» 
pomp, and ſtate, being modeſt in his equipage 
and dreſs, and wearing nothing but wha bat 
been 


dicted to 


K 
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been manufactured by his wife, fiſter, daugh- 
ter, or grand=child. He deteſted luxury, and 
was ſo temperate, with relation to meat and 
drink, that he feldom admitted above three 


diſhes to his table, and never exceeded fix . 


laſſes of wine. He was exceſſively afraid of 


thunder and lightning, and therefore made uſe. 


of the skim of a ſea-calf to preſerve himſelt : 
Nor could he ſo far root the old woman out of 
his heart, as to contemu trifling omens and pre- 
ſages. 

The Roman language, in his time, came to 
its urmolt pitch of purity and perfection, and 
learned men, in all ſciences, ſignaliz'd them- 
ſelves in a moſt eminent manner: But what ad- 
ded the greateit honour and glory to his reigu, 
was, the nativity of our Lord and Saviour, 


who then appeared to diffuſe his light over all 


the world, + 
Tiberius, A. D. 17. of the vulg. Era 14. 

Tiberius, the fon of Livia by her firit hus- 
band, and ſon-in-law to Auguſtus, was fifty five 
years old when he ſucceeded ro the einpire. 
At the beginning ot his reign he pu. on a ma$K 
of great humility and virtue, and dreſs'd up 
his thoughts in ſuch an artful way, as made 
him untathomable. When be had a ming co 
any thing, he would aſſume an indifference, aud 
ſeem co reiuſe it; and, where his diſlike lay, 
he would ſhew an earneft inclination to the 
matter. It was his frequent practice too, to 
break out into violent firs of rage, when no- 
thing had vex'd him, and to look pertectly calm 
and untroubled, whilſt his ſpiric was all of a 
fire within. Thoſe who he had a value for, 
were ſure to be treated wich the utmoſt indig- 
nity and contempt; and ſuch as were in his 
black lift of death, met wich all poſſible marks 
of love and affection. And his monſtrous d1t- 
guiſe was ſo much the creature's pride and fa- 
tisfaction, that he capitally punithed many men 
lor but preſuming to comprehend his meaning. 
This being the rare poſture of his wind, he 
at firit declined the taking upon himſelt the 
governraenr, excuſing his refuſal on account of 
his age and great weakneſs of ſight ; for though 
like the cats, his vifible faculty was ftrong in 
the dark, yet he could ſcarce ſee any thing in 
the day-time. Bur his modeſty being, with 
ſome hardſhip, overcome by the vigorous im- 
portunities of the ſenate, who tender'd him 
their preſſing inſtances upon their knees, he, 
with a ſort of conſtraint, accepred it; withal 
telling them, they had laid an intolerable ſer- 
vitude upon him, and forced him to take a 
wolf by the ears. Then cunningly asking 'em 
to divide the empire inro three parts, one of 
which ſhould include Rome and Italy, the ſe- 
cond all the forces, and the third the reſt of 
the provinces, he deſired they would name two 
collegues who might aſſiſt him in the admini- 


ſtration. 


Whilſt he was preſſing this diviſion, and the 
ſenate, on the other hand, kindly oppoſing it, 
nils Gallus unfortunately took the freedom 
to bid him chuſe the portion which he liked 

eſt: How can I, anſwer'd Tiberius, pretend 
10 chuſe, who have cut out the diftribution ? 
allus now perceiving the danger he had drawn 
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upon himſelf, thought to ſoften his inadvertency, 
by telling him he had no other deſign in what 
he ſaid, than to make him own the impoſſibility 
of ſuch a diviſion. But this did not ſweeten 
Tiberius ; Gallus was ever after treated in a 
moit unworthy manner, and at laſt put to 
death. 

In the mean time, Germanicus, the fon of 
his brother Druſ/us, and Antinia the younger, 
whom Anthony had by his wife i) Favia, the ſi- 
ſter of Augn/tus, was proſperouſly carving out 
the affairs ot Germany, The army under his 
conduct refleEting with themſelves that he had 
already the title of Cz/ar, as the adopted fon 
of Tiberius, and much better deſerved the em- 
pire than the man that had it, they immediately 
loaded Tiberius with imprecations, and pro- 
claimed Germanicus their emperor. 

Germanicts omitted nothing that might have 
an influence to make them alter their purpoſe ; 
but when he found he only talked to deaf 
men, he made a ſhew by pulling out his ſword 
that he intended ro kill himſelf, Hereupon, 
an impudent ſoldier, who ſtood near him, drew 
out his ſword, and, preſenting it to him, bid 
him make uſe of it, for it had a better point. 
However, Germanicus reſolutely continued to 
reject their offer, and got the ſedition appeaſed, 
in time, with pain and difficulty, 

7iberius being ſenſible of the great modera- 
tion of Germanicas, in quieting the ſoldiers, 
and refuling the empire, at the ſame time that 
he knew he might have obtained it with the ge- 
neral conſent of the people; he outwardly ac- 
knowledged the obligation, and made him 
great expreſſions of praiſe, but in his heart 
dwelt a ſuſpicion both againft him and his wife 
Agrippina. | 

Whilſt Germanicus was ſuffer'd to live, his 
virtue and ſuperior merit kept Tiberius in ſuch 
awe, that he never undertook any thing with- 
out having firſt adviſed with the ſenate, and 
made uſe, likewiſe, of ſome of the ſenate for 
his counſellors, as had Auguſtus done before 
him. And he gave ſeveral inſtances of his great 
humility. He would permit none bur the army 
to call him emperor, and ſuffer no Roman to 
call him lord. He abſolutely rejected the name 
of father of the people, deſiring only to be 
diſtinguiſhed as prince of the ſenate. He 
would often ſay, he was the lord of ſlaves, em- 
peror of ſoldiers, and the firſt among other 
Romans; profeſſing he did not defire to live or 
command lor any longer time than he could be 


ſerviceable to the ſtate. 


He ſometimes wou'd, in the ſenate, declare 
his ſentiments, adding this gentle qualification; 
If the matter depended upon my voice, I would 
give it ſuch and ſuch an Yor: And after hav- 
ing ſubmitted his propoſal to them, he could 
not only bear a contradiction, but patiently ler 
another project be followed. He us'd to give 
his preſence among the judges, and candidly 
pronounce his opinion, without claiming any 
other privilege among them, than that of being 
their preſident while he ſtayed. He forbid his 
people to take notice of the day of his acceſ- 
ſion to the empire, or to {wear by his fortune; 
and carneſtly begged them neither to raiſe tem- 
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ples, nor erect ſtatues for him, He ſhewed a 
great temperance in his diet, and took care to 
reform the diſſolute manners of the People. 
Tiberius, by theſe means, crept inſenſibly 
into the hearts of rhe people ; every day gave 
freſh reſtimonies of the grandeur of his ſpirit. 
When any unhappy man was accuſed of hav- 
ing reproached him or his government, he would 
give ſtrict orders not to proſecute him: For, 
ſaid he, among freemen the tongue, as well as 
the thoughts, ſoould enjoy the blegings of liberty. 
And to the governors of provinces, who deſi- 
red him to impoſe heavier taxes on the people, 
he writ back word, It was the part of a good 
ſhepherd to ſhear, but not to flea his ſheep. 
Tiberius, on his coming to the empire, re- 
call'd {/nnias Rufus from Fudæa, and ſent 
Valerius Gratus thither in his place. Gratis 
continuing in the government of Judæa for the 
ſpace of eleven years, made ſtrange work 
among their high-prieſts. He depoſed Annas, 
who had been fifteen years in that high office, 
promoting 1/izael, the fon of Favus, in his 
ſtead. But being ſoon atter diſſatisfied at his 


promotion, he removed him, and made Hlea-— 


Zar, the ſon of the ab e Annas, high-prielt in 
his room. Nor did Eieagar continue in his 
good graces above a year; him, therefore, he 
depos'd, ſubſtitutiug Son, the ſon ot Camith, 
in his place. Nor had Simon better luck than 
his predeceſſors, tor, after a year's time, Gra- 
runs turn'd him out, and conſtituted Jo/cph, 
ſirnam'd Caiaphas, the ſon-iu-law of the afore- 
ſaid Aunas, high-prieſt in his room. And cheſe 
are the ſame high - prieſts who were after wards 
ſo violent in the proſecution of Fe/us Chri/ our 
Lord. | 

The diſgrace of Archelaus did not in the 
leaſt affect his two brothers, Hero and Philip; 
for they remained 1n the peaceable enjoyment 
of their tecrachies (a tetrarchy is the govern- 
mont of a ſourh part of a countiy), and ad- 
vanced their ſeveral interelits after the beſt and 
moſt profitable manner. Herod fortified Se- 
phoris with walls, and made it one of the fineſt 
places in Galilee; he likewiſe beautified 
the city of Bttaramphia, changing its name in- 
to Livias, in honour of Livia, the wife of Au- 

uſtis, | 

Herod well knew the way to gain the favour 
of Tiberius; and to ſhew him he had a lively 
ſenſe of good offices received, he built a city 
near rhe lake of Genezareth, calling it Tiberias, 
in honour of the emperor. He peopled this 
new city, in part, with Galileans, and partly 
with ſtrangers. He refuſed no comers, whether 
freemen, or ſlaves; every man was made wel- 
come, ſo he could but fill his city. He boun- 
tifully treated the inhabitants, honouring them 
with very great privileges. But he had a great 
deal of difficulty to perſuade the Fews to ſet- 
tle in it, becauſe the foundations of the city 
had been laid upon a burying-ground, which 1s 
a thing ſo repugnant to their rites, that if they 
do but enter into a ſepulchre, they reckon 
themſelves uncle?n for ſeven days follow- 
Ing. 
Philip, ſirnam'd Antipas, on his tetrarchy 
made, likewiſe, great additions and improve- 


ments. He ſumptuouſly embelliſh'd Paneas, 


which ſtands near the ſources of Jordan, and 
gave it the name of Cæſarea. He, beſide, 
augmented the town of Bethſaida, which is ſi- 


tuated on the north ſide of the ſea of Tiberias, 
near the place where Fordan empties itſelf in- 


to the ſea. He alſo fill'd it with new inhabi- 
tants, and diſtinguiſh'd it with the name of 
Julias, in compliment to Julia, the daughter 
of Auguſtus. 

All this while was Tiberius going to eſtabliſh 
his character with the people. He confecrated 
ſtatues and temples to the memory of Augu/tas, 
generouſly repair'd ruin'd edifices, and did ma- 
ny other beneficent actions, to the advantage 
of the public, as well as private perſons. He 
kept a particular eye over all expences, to the 
end the managers of his revenue might not 
cheac him, as they had done Aigy/tus. He 
{corned to conhicate the goods of any man, 
nor would hearken to any repreſentation made 


him to condemn a perſon for the ſake of his 
riches. He treated all magiſtrates with the 


ſame reſpec and honour that was paid them 
during the ſubſiſtence of the republic. When 
he invited them to an entertainment, he recei- 
ved them at the gate, and afterwards re- con- 
ducted them to the ſame place. He ſhew'd an 
uncommon deference to all, whom he took into 
his thoughts to oblige, aſſiſting at their ſacri- 
fices, viſiting them in their ſickneſs, and, now 
aud then, thongh ſeldom, making a funeral 
oration. 

Having deſired his mother Livia to maintain 
an illuſtrious court, ſhe, whoſe natural pride 
much outwent any other Roman lady, immedi- 
ately, wich great magnificence, treated and 
royally entertain'd not only all the ſenators, 
but every body elſe who thought fit to pay 
their compliments. The great concourſe of 
people that came by this means to wait on her, 
ſo elevated her heart, that ſhe thought ſove- 
reign authority was as much her right now, as 
it had been while ſhe continued empreſs. She 


reflected with herſelf, that ſhe had once had 


the abſolute command of Auguftus, who had 
the ſovereign power of life and death over all 
the Roman people; and as ſhc did not ſpare to 
tell the world that her fon Z. erius owed his 
imperial advancement to her wiſdom, her con- 
cluſion was, that ſhe ſhould not ſtoop to partake 
the ſovereignty wich him, but ſtep forward and 
hold the firſt rank. 

Thoſe of the ſenators who made it their bu- 
ſineſs to blow up her vanity, boldly moved in 
the houſe, that Tiberius ſhould be ſitnamed al- 
ter her name. But Tiberius, though he had 
hitherto ſhewn himſelf very complaiſant to the 
ſenate, yet he could ſcarce be brought to con- 
ſcend to any thing they had agreed in her 
favour. So 7 from that, he inſtantly depriv'd 
her of the management of all publick affairs, 
confining her care to'ſuch only as were of a do- 
meſtic nature. Nay, ſoon after he grew ſo ti- 
red of her, even in this ſphere, that, to be at 
a diſtance from her, he retired to the iſle of 
Cale. 

At the ſame time, his ſon Dru/#s, who Was 


naturally diſſolute and cruel, gave him no po 
t 
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tle uneaſineſs, of whom he had ſo bad an opi- 
nion, that whenever he met with a ſword of an 
exquiſite point, it was his manner to call it a 
Dru/us. However, notwithſtanding all this 
ſhew of virtue, he had hitherto neglected to 
pay the legacies of Aug uſtus; but now an ac- 
cident happened which put him in mind of his 
duty. As a funeral one day paſs'd along, a 
certain creditor of Au2u/tus ſtepping up to the 
corps, whiſper'd ſomething in its ear. Where- 
upon, being asked what it was he had ſaid to 
the dead perſon, he frankly made anſwer : 1 
have been intreating him to give my love to Au- 
guſtus, and acquaiut him that his legacies are 
nit jet paid. Tiberius was ſo ſenſibly nettled 
with this raillery, that even diſſimulation itſelf 
failed him, and he immediately order'd the ho- 
neſt man to be put to death; withal whiſpering 
him in his ear, I have done this, friend, ſaid he, 
that you ina be able to tell the news to Auguſtus 
4027/elf. But he diſcharged the legacies ſoon 
after, and fully ſatisfied all the demands of the 
people. TIS i 
A young child of Druſus happening to die, 
Tiberius did not for that neglect any thing of 
his uſual care. and concern for the common= 
weal ; declaring, that @ prince's private cala— 
mities oug hi never to be brousht in competition 
with the duty he owed the tate. Vivius Rufus, 
a ſenaror, havirg married the widow of the re- 
nowned Cicero, and made it his cuſtom always 
to fit in the place where Julius Cæſar had been 
murder*d, took a particular joy in valuing him- 
ſelf on account of both; as if the former had 
endow'd him with eloquence, and the latter 
would one day raiſe him to the throne. Tibe—- 
rius only ſmil'd at his vanity, nor did he op- 
poſe him when he after wards ſuea for the con- 
ſulſhip. | | 
Tiberius having dreamt that he was com- 
manded to give ſome money to a particular 
perſon, it 1dly came inco his head that the 
dream had proceeded from the force of magick, 
and therefore he put the man to death. He 
likewite condemned to death all aſtrologers and 
magicians that were foreigners, and retailed 
their skill by the penny, contenting himſelt 
with only baniſhing ſuch as were citizens of 
Rome. 
Clemens, a ſlave of Agrippa Poſthumus, hav- 
ing, on the murder of his maſter (which he 
couceal'd for ſome time), aſſumed his name, 
and, from a ſimilitude of features, crammed 
down the cheat. He gather'd together a con- 
liderable body of torces; but the fraud com- 
ing at length to be detected, he was apprehen- 
ded, and ſent bound to Rome. Tiberius asked 


him what ſtrange thing it was that had turned 
him into Agrippa. The ſame method, anſwered 
Clemens, that made you emperor, gave me the 


t of Agrippa. 

Tiberius being a man that pretended to have 
a great regard for his mother- i ngue, and chan- 
eing in one of his edicts to inſert a word that 
was not Latin; this accident put him to a great 
deal of pain. Hereupon, he ſent for ſeveral 


who were reputed matters of the language. 


Be not concern*d, ſaid Ateius Capito to him, we 


Will, upon your account, receive the word into 
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our language, and cuſtom will ſpon aut hori xe 
and bring it into current uſe. But Marcellus 
took the liberty to ſpeak to him in this man- 
ner: It belongs to you, O Cafar! to confer Ho- 


'nours, and make citizens; but it is not within 


Jour power to coin a word that will be adopted 
into our language. Tiberius took the admoni- 
tion in good part, nor did he ſhew the leaſt 
ſign of reſentment. | 
In the mean time, Germanicus had worthily 
vindicated the Roman name from the diſhonour 
that had been caſt upon it by the careleſſneſs of 
Varus. Wherever he marched, victory acten- 
ded him; and his many valuable qualities be- 
ing ſet in a full light by his extraor inary con- 


N 
' 


duct and ſucceſs in the field, nothing now but 


his fame reſounded over all the Roman empire. 


This was the painful reaſon that kept the ty- 
rant to his good behaviour. He had long been 
concerting with himſelt how to deſtroy Germa= 
nicus, but nothing had hitherto occurred with 
any view of probability. Germanicus, he knew, 
was the darling of the people, and theretore 
a maſter- piece of art could only take him off. 
Whilſt theſe perplexities diſquieted Tiberius, 
the following occaſion offer'd, which gave him 
a proſpect ot being ſoon able to throw off his 
diſguiſe, We have formerly given an account 
how Phraates, king of Parihia, came to deli. 
ver up his ſons to Auguſtus, and Thermuſa, 
ſome time after, murder'd him, to make way 
tor the ſucceſſion of her ſon ; bur this paricide 
was not ſuffe, d to go long unpuniſh'd, for the 


Parthians coming quickly to find out that 


Phraatices her fon had concurred with her in 
the murder, they roſe in arms againſt him, and 
put him to death; to him ſucceeded Orodes, 
of the houſe of the Arſac ine“ but he, likewiſe, 
degenerating into a cruel tyrant, was ſpeedily 
reduced to the fame end. And now the Par- 
thians humbly begged Tiberius to return the 
ſons of their late king. 

Tiberius, on their requeſt, ſent them back 
Vonones, the eldeſt fon of the late PY aates. 
Vonones being arrived in Farthia, was welco- 


med with great demonſtrations of joy; but 


the event did not anſwer the beginning. A 


faction in a ſhort ſpace made preparations a- 


gainſt him, and repreſenting to the people that 
it was a diſgrace to them to be governed by a 


Roman flave, they ſo far prevailed with them, 


that they conſented to throw oft their king, 


and ſend an embaſly ro Ariabanus, king of 


Media, praying him to come and accept the 
crown. 

 Artabanus (who thought he had a plauſible 
title to their throne on account of his deſcent 
from the royal family of Parthia) immediately 
raiſed an army, and begun his march. FVenones 
had the better of him in the firſt battle, but 
ina ſecond engagement was totally Getcated, 
and forced to fly the kingdom. Hereupon, 
Vonones retreated into Armenia, in hope that 
the country would join with him; but being 
there diſappointed, he ſought tor refuge under 
Creticus Silauus, who was then preſident of Y- 
ria. Then Artabanus made Orodes, one of his 
own ſons, king of Armenia. 
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At the ſame time, the crowns: of Cihcia, 
Cappadocia, and Commagena, being vacant by 
the death of their ſeveral kings, a great ſtrug- 

le enſued between the nobilicy and commons 
of each reſpective country, about their future 
manner of government. The nobility inſiſted 
to have the countries brought into the model of 
Roman provinces; but the commons would not 
agree to any form of government but monar- 
chy: Add, to theſe, the province of Syria, to- 
gether with Fudæa and the reſt of its depen- 
dencies, were now in commotions, by reaſon of 
their exhorbitant taxes, and ſollicited hard for 
relief. | 

Tiberins taking an advantage of theſe trou- 
bles in the eaſt, laid the caſe in an artful dreſs 
before the ſenate, and telling them that the 
wiſdom, conduct, and other qualities neceſlary 
for reſtoration of peace to their diſtant provinces, 
could no where be found but in Germanicus; 
he therefore deſired a decree might paſs conſti- 
rating him governor of all the provinces of the 


_ eaſt beyond the ÆAgean ſea. Ihe ſenate, who 


did not ſee into the bottom of his deſign, rea- 
dily made out the decree, empowering (7erma- 
nicus in a more extenſive manner than had ever 
been allowed to any preſident betore him. 

This point being gain'd, Tiberius immedi- 
ately recalled Creticus S:Janus (who he ſuſpec- 
ted was a friend to Germanicus) from Syria, 
and ſent Cy. Piſo (whom he had before diſci- 

lined to his mind) to be governor in his ſtead. 
This year died Livy the hiſtorian, and Ovid the 
oet, in Pentus, whither ug use had baniſh'd 
im ior writing his infamous books of love. 
Germanicus arriving in the eaſt, expell'd Ar- 


menia Orodes, whom Artabanus had made king 


of that country, and rais'd Zeno, the ſon of 
Pilemon, king of Pontus, to the throne. The 
Armenians accepted Zero at the hands of Ger- 
manicus, with loud expreſſions of gratitude 
and applauſe; for he had been educated among 
them, and had always ſhewn himſelf a great 
lover of their country. He next reduced Cap- 
padocia and Commagena, into the form of Ro- 
man provinces, appointing O. Veranius gover- 
nor of the former, and S. Servœus over Com- 
magena. After this, he marched into Syria, 
where he ſpent the winter. 
Germanicus, in the ſpring, went from thence 
into Agypt, where he took a great delight in 
viewing the antiquities of the country. On 
nis return to Hria, he received a letter from 
Tiberius, expreſſing a reſentment at his having 
paſſed into Zz235pt without his leave, The 
traitor Pi/o, who had all along, from his firſt 
arrival in Tb: done him all the ill offices he 
could think of, proceed now, according to 
his ſecret inſtructions from Tiberius, to treat 
him with unpardonable inſolence. Germanicus 
bore his rudeneſs and affronts with admirable 
atience, but falling ill of a malady which 
ſoon after killed him, he could not help com- 


plaining in his ſickneſs that he had been poiſon- 


ed by Piſo, and Plancina his wife. 

When the neus firſt came to Rome of his be- 
ing taken ill, nothing but ſorrow was to be 
ſeen among the citizens, and a falſe rumour in 
a few nights after arriving that he had perfectly 


recover'd his health, an inexpreſſible joy run 
through all the people. The general cry was, 
Rome is ſafe, our country is ſafe, Germanicus 
is in health. | | 

That Germanicus was poiſon'd by Piſo, and 
by the command of 7iberins, is beyond a diſ- 
pute; for Piſo had been often heard to ſay, a- 
mong thoſe whom he fancied he might truſt, 
that there was a neceſſity upon him to diſoblige 
either the father or the ſon. And Tiberius, 
from the moment of his death, let the brute 
appear which he had before artfully hid from 
the eyes of the world. Beſides, the pleaſure 
that accident gave him, was too great to lie 
„ e under all the cloak he was maſter 
of. 

On Piſo's return to Rome, he narrowly eſ- 
cap'd being tore to pieces by the people. Both 
he and his wite were arraign'd for the murder, 
before the ſenate; they were of no farther ſer- 
vice to Tiberius, and therefore he willingl 
dropp'd them. And now the wicked Piſo find- 
ing a ſentence of death would unavoidably fol- 
low, choſe to prevent it by falling on his own 
ſword, and ſo he executed himſelf, and ſav'd 


the hangman the trouble. 


There was an univerſal mourning for the loſs 
of Germanicus, among enemies and Barbari- 
ans, as well as in Rome and her dependent pro- 
vinces. He was a man every way well ac- 
compliſh*d, and of a moſt affable and courteous 


_ teniper, which gain'd him the love and eſteem 


of all mankind. He had married Agrippina, 
the daughter of Agrippa and Fulia, who bore 
him three ſons, vir. Nero, Druſus, and Caius, 
and as many daughters. He died in the thirty- 
fourth year of his age, a little while after his 
ſecond confuiſhip. | 
Ziberius having thus got rid of his competi- 
tor, gave quick proofs that all his former vir- 
tue was bur a lie, and an effect of force upon 
his mind. Suſpicion now was allow'd to have 
the ſtrength of a demonſtration, and numbers 
of innocent perſons were, under a pretext of 
having done or ſaid ſomeching injurious to the 
memory of Anguſtus, againſt Livia, or himſelf, 
put to exquilite puniſhments. He went on to 
condemn to the rack, not only ſlaves, to make 
them accuſe their maſters; bur, alſo, freeinen 
and citizens: And, that he might never be 
without ready materials to gratify his fury, he 
kept multitudes of intormers, aud evidences, 
whom he rewarded with the goods and eſtates 
of all that they thought fit to give up to his 
diſpleaſure, and, over and above, raiſed them 
ro dignities, and defrayed their charges. He 
infamouſſy made it his care to examine into the 
day and hour of the birth of many of his ſub- 
jects, and from thence making a judgment of 
their inclination and fortune, enquired no far- 
ther, but condemned them to death, ſparing 
none in whom appear'd an extraordinary merit. 
But he had his intelligence not from the ſtars, 
but from ſpies, and other buſy-bodies, upon 
earth, 5 
It is, however, ſaid, that he had fo perfect 
an inſight into aftrology, as to be able to tell 
any one the future events of his life; and, for 


inſtance, they produced Galba, to whom he ow 
to 


— 
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told that he ſhould afterwards be emperor of 
Rome. But Galba, they report, eſcap'd his 
malice; becauſe Tiberius foreſaw he would be 
an old man before he came to the ſupreme 
power, and within half a year after loſe his 
head. If this was ſo, then Tiberius had not 
his infot mation from the ſtars, but the devil, 
who diſcovered the matter to him within a few 
days of the truth. | 
As the ſtars are at an exceeding great diſ- 
tance from us, their influence can only be ge- 
neral on the earth, but not particular on this 
or that man. It is a horrid jeſt to ſuppoſe that 
they exert an effect upon the minds and wills of 
men; and if they do not, they can't determine 
the fate of any body: And much leſs from the 
horoſcope of one man, can a judgment be for- 
med of any remarkable event that 1s to happen 
to a ſtate or kingdom; ſince that depends not 
on him but the will of a whole People. Does 
it not often fall out, that numbers of children 
come into the world at the very critical minute 
with thoſe that are born to extraordinary luck, 
and yet many of the former know nothing but 
diſtreſs all the days of their life? Do we not 
frequently ſee twins that ſpring into open day 
within leſs then the tenth part of a minute of 
one another (which ſhould make their fortunes 
equal, if their was any thing like neceſſity in 
the ſtars), born to a very contrary fate, one 
fortunate, and the other unlucky, and actuated 
by difterent courſes and inclinations. May not 
an Aſtrologer be wiſe enough to remember that 
he rather ridicules than vindicates his art, when 
he flies to the imperceptible moment of time 
wherein one of the twins preceded the other, 
and from thence infers that the motion of the 
heavens is ſo quick, as to produce, in an in- 
ſtant, a ſenſible alteration? Does he ſtand by 
with his pen to catch the exact point of ſpace 
that brings an infant to the ſight of day? If 
this their ſagacity hangs ſo much upon a mo- 
ment, there never yet was on horoſcope caſt 
that hit the preciſe time. A woman often is a 
long while in labour, and the head of a child 
ſometimes makes its exit two or three minuets 
before the reſt of the body; was there any 
thing of certainty in this pretended ſcience, 
they ſhould calculate a man's fate from the 
moment he begins to live, for many days have 
gone over his head before the midwite receives 
him, and not from the hour of his birth. But 
here the fraud would be ſoon detected; they 
therefore on another period build their deceit. 
It is almighty power alone that gives being 
to events, and made us independant of all 
things but himſelf. To no purpoſe, therefore, 
but to ſhew a wicked mind, are the ſtars con- 
ſulted, or any other whims of the like tenden- 
Cy. What can puſh a man on to ſuch an impi- 
ous extravagance, I am at a loſs to gueſs ; for 
would he narrowly examine things, he could 
not help owning that good luck foreſeen would 
give him more anxiety than pleaſure ; and the 
certainty of future calamities make him wretch- 
ed before the time : And yet ſome have, in all 


ages, been profligate enough to indulge this 
curioſity. 
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When the ſpirit of prophecy ceaſed among 
the. Jews, and they had no more revelations 
from heaven; the ſuperſtitious part of them 
had recourſe to a thing called Bath- Kol, or the 
daughter of a voice; which cannot be better ex- 
plain'd than by the following inſtance out of 
their Talmud + Rabbi Jochanan, and Rabbi Si- 
meon Ben Lachiſh, determined to make a viſit 
to Rabbi Samuel, one of the doctors at Babylon, 
Let us n, ſaid they, conſult Bath-Kol. And 
having, as they walked along, over=heard a boy 
pronouncing theſe words (out of the firſt book of 
Samuel xxv. 1.) And Samuel died; they imme- 
diately concluded that their friend Samuel was 
dead, and ſo they found it had happened. For 
at the ſame time died Samuel at Babylon. The 
reader ſees that their Bath-Ko), though the 
Jews 1mpiouſly call'd it a voice from heaven, 
was no more than the next words they ſhould 
hear from the firſt man they met. 

The Romans, on the abolition of their Hea- 
then oracles, made the poet Virgil's book prog- 
noſticate their fate. The verſe that firſt oc- 
curr'd to their reading being ridiculouſly ima- 
gined to foretel the coming events of their life. 
And when the Romiſh church came to be terri- 
bly corrupted, the like way of divination was 
practiſed by them, even in the ſolemn offices 


of the church; with this difference only, that 


inſtead of the Heathen poet, they unchriſtianl y 
made uſe of the holy ſcriptures themſelves : 
which abominable cuſtom came over into Eng- 
land with William the conqueror. For when 
William, the ſecend Norman, was conſecrated 
biſhop of Norwich, the words of the bible 
which he firſt dipp'd at, were, Not this man, 
but Barabbas ; and from thence they concluded 
William would ſoon die, and his ſucceſſor be a 
thief ; which accordingly fell out. For Her- 
bertus de Lyzinga, another Norman, ſucceeded 
him, and, by ſimony, procured the biſhoprick. 
Ar his conſecration, the bible open'd to him at 
the queſtion made to the traitor Fudas, Mat. 
xxvi. 50. Friend wherefore art thou come © 
Theſe words brought him to a fenſe of his 
crimes, and he afterwards built the cathedral- 
church of Norwich. But, glory be to Feſtus 
Chriſt our Lord, who has been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to remove that ſcandalous abuſe of his holy 
word, and make his church flouriſh among us 
in all its original purity. 
Tiberius had, in the perſon of Alius Seja- 
nuss, a faithful executioner of all his black ſe- 
crets, and a prime miniſter ſervilely devoted 
to his will. Sejanus was the ſon of Seius Stra- 
bo, a Roman knight, and had been a favourite 


of A/picins, that monſtrous epicure and prodi- 


gal, who, at laſt, on ſumming up his accounts, 
and finding his eſtate reduc'd to two hundred 
and fifty thouſand drams, fell into ſuch a fit of 
deſpair, out of fear of being ſtarved to death, 
that he kill'd himſelf, The forward, cruel, 
and abandon'd manners of Sejanus, recommen- 
ding him to Tiberius, he was, from a low con- 
dition, advanced to the firſt honours in the 
ſtate, and had ſtatues erected to him, not only 
by Tiberius, but the ſenate. 
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Sejanus entirely gave up his conſcience to 
the wicked gratification of his Maſter, running 
with greedineſs into every meaſure that might 
pleaſe either his ryrannick or libidinous tem- 
per. Nor was the ſenate it ſelf leſs complai- 
{ant, being in all caſes as ready to condemn as 
the other was indefatigable to accuſe; inſomuch, 
that even Tiberius himſelf has often been heard 
to ſay, How willing are theſe men to accept of 


ſervitude - 


Whilſt Zzherius was abſent from Rome, Lu- 
torius Priſcus, a Roman knight, and eminent 
poet (who had before made an epitaph on Ger- 
manicus, and receiv'd of Agrippina an extraor- 
dinary reward), being taken up on a ſuſpicion 
of having compos'd a poem upon Druſus, in 
the time of his illneſs; he was carried before 
the ſenate, accus'd, and condemn'd to death. 
Tiberias, though pleas'd that they had con- 
demn'd him, yet, taking it ill to find him exe- 
cuted without his order, ſent the ſenate a very 
ſharp reproof, with a poſitive command that 
they ſhould immediately make a decree to ſuſ- 
pend the execution of criminals for the ſpace 
of ten days after the ſentence ; and this was 
done that he might, even in his abſence, have 
an opportunity to review what had been tran- 
ſacted by his mercenary and laviſh ſenate. 


In the mean time, all Rome rung with the 


praiſes of Szjanus. The ſenate, as well as o- 
thers, ſtrove who ſhould compliment him moſt. 
All the principal men of the city were every 
morning at his /cvee. For as he only had the 
ear of Tiberius, all buſineſs, they knew, muſt 
come through his hands: And intereſt being the 
motive that determin'd them, the means, how- 
ever inglorious, thar led to it, were accounted 
laudable, ſince they had no other way left to 
promote their ends. Riot and luxury had 
plung' d them into debt, and therefore they re- 
ſolv'd to ſtop at nothing that could relieve 
their neceſſities. | 
Tiberius, on his return to Rowe, having a 


complaint made him that Faulina, the wife of 


Saturninus, a lady of an illuſtrious birth, and 
approv'd virtue, had, through a ſtratagem, 
been brought to violate her husband's bed; he 
repreſented it to the ſenate, who inſtantly pub- 
liſh'd a decree, baniſhing out of Italy all ſuch 
as made profeſſion of the AÆgyptian religion, 
and compelling them to commit to the flames 
all the ſacred ornaments, and other inſtruments 
that concern'd their worſhip. 

Ar the ſame time, another order was, to the 
fame purpoſe, iſfu'd out againſt the eus. A 
wicked Few being oblig*d to fly his country, 
came to Rowe, where, aſſociating with three 
others of his countrymen as bad as himſelf, he 
ſet up for an interpreter of the law of Moyſes. 
Fuluia, a Roman lady of faſhion, having em- 
brac'd the eib religion, and ſuppoſing them 
to be men of honour and virtue, the put her- 
ſelf under their conduct. They got her per- 
ſuaded to give them gold and purple, under a 
pretence ot ſending it to Feruſalem, and they 
converted it- all to their own uſe. When Ful- 
vi4 came to be appriz'd of the trick, ſhe com- 


plain'd to her husband; who forthwith lay ie 
tlie caſe before Tiberius, an edict ſoon follow'd, 


whereby all the Fews were expell'd Italy, ac- 
cording to Tacitus; but Joſephus and Sueromins 
ſay, they were only bani{h*d out of Rome. 
The conſuls, after an exact ſurvey of the 
Fews, enliſted four thouſand of them to be ſol- 
diers, and ſent them into the iſland of Sard;- 
nia, ſeverely puniſhing a great number of o- 
thers, who, under the gloſs of a firm obedience 
to the laws of their qwn country, refuſed to 
take up arms. IJ heſe four thouſand that were 
tranſported to Sardinia, were the deſcendants 
of thoſe ſlaves, who being made priſoners du- 
ring the wars of Ariſtobuluis and Antigonus, had 
been brought captives to Rome, and afterwards 
obtain'd the freedom of the city. 1 
Philo, the Jew, attributes the perſecution 
which his countrymen ſuffer'd at Rome, to the 
intrigues of Sejanus, who being then forming 
deſigns againſt his maſter, took it into his head 
to fear and be jealous of their fidelity. And 
what he ſays ſeems to carry ſome weight with 
it, in regard Iiberius, immediately after the 
execution of S (which happen'd in the 
thirty- firſt year of our Lord), 1flu*d out orders 
to all his governots not to intermeddle with 
the ceremonies of the Jews, and to treat all of 
them, except the few that had been already 
baniſh'd for their crimes, with great reſpect and 
honour. That crime, adds Philo, was no other 
than a pretext of Sejanus, to cover his own ma- 


licious intentions. | 


Tiberius begun now to ſhew ſuch a deteſta- 
tion to merit of all kinds, that he could not 
even bear au ingenious contrivance in a mecha- 
nick. A ſtately building, that lean'd much to 
a (ide, and threaten'd a fall, being ſet upright 
and reſtor'd, as at firſt, by the wonderful skill 
of an architect, Tiberius grew fo jealous of 
the man, that he forbid inſerting his name in 
the records of the city: And though the fear 
of ſhame made him recompence the artificer 
for his admirable work, yet envy ſo burn'd 
within him, that he commanded him to leave 
Rome. After this, the workman concluding 
that Tiberius had dropp'd all prejudice againſt 
him, reſolv'd with himſelt to come back to 
Rome; and there having waited on 7:berins, in 
order to regain his favour, he willingly let 
fall a drinking cup, and then gathering up the 
many ſcatter'd fragments. of it, he fo artfully 
plec'd them together, that the cup look'd as 


entire and perfect as it had done before. This 


maſter- ſtroke of art provok'd Iiberius beyond 
all patience; for, inſtead of rewarding him as 
the thing merited, he inſtantly put him to 
death. . of 
About this time, Sejanus, taking himſelf to 
be row maſter all the virtue and merit 
that his ſycophants had beſtow'd upon him, laid 
down a ſcheme for obtaining the empire. In 
purſuit thereof, he firft endeavour'd with pre- 


ents, and all the force of a ready tongue, to 


abuſe the bed of Draſus, the ſon of Lberius. 
And having thus debauch'd Livilla, his wife, 
and alfo brib'd Ly2d«s, one of his eunuchs, he 
brought them at laſt to diſpatch Draſus by 
poiſon. The death of Druſus gave Tiberius 
no manner of concern, for his funeral was no 
ſooner over, than he return'd to his old ſcan- 

dalous 
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dalous empldyments;'and rhe people of ium the ſaying any thing that might rajſe the merit 


having ſome time after ſont an embaſſy to con- 
dole him on the death of his ſon, he only re- 
turn*d anſwer, So am I, grievouſly ſorry, for 
the death of Hector, your brave countryman. 
But, what is ſomething ſtrange, this wicked 
deed ob Sejanus did not come to light till eight 
years alner. . 1 
Hejanus made his next effort on the virtuous 
 Agrippina, the reli of Germanicus; but being 
there ſhametully repuls'd, he ſet his mind a 
working how to deſtroy her ſons. He could 
do nothing, he conſider'd, till he had firſt re- 
moved Silius, their friend, out of the way. 
Rim, therefore, he preſently. overthrew, with 
a forgery. of treaſon ; then throwing all the ca- 
lumnies, that the blackeſt malice could hatch, 
againſt Agrippina and her two ſons, Nero and 
Druſus, and alarming the ſenate with the fol- 
lowing lie, viz. that Agrippina was meditating 
to commit herſelf and family to the protection 
of the army; the ſenate, who well knew that 
Sejants was authorized, in every thing he did, 
by Tiberius, made out a decree for the baniſh- 
ment of Agrippina. The centurion, whom 77 
berius employ'd to conduct her to the place of 
exile, had orders from him to treat her with 
the utmoſt inſolence. And as ſhe was a lady 
of a very high ſpirit, ſhe ſoon gave him an oc- 
cahon to execute a part of his barbarous com- 
miſſion. She could not help throwing out bit- 
ter reſlections againſt Tiberius and his miniſter, 
for the uſage ſhe had met with; and, for this 
reaſon, the rogue of a centurion fell upon her, 
and beat out one of her cyes: And, to com- 
pleat her tragedy, the was, ſome time after, 
ſtarv'd to death. Her ſons, Nero and Druſus, 
being induſtriouſly ſtirr'd up to vent a few re- 
proaches, were adjudg'd enemies to the ſtate, 
impriſon'd, and, alſo, at ſome diſtance of time 
ſtarv'd to death. _ 4 0 | 
Tiberius having, in the ſenate, accus'd Alius 
Saturius of being the author of a poem againſt 
him, he ſoon got him brought in guilty, and 
then he order'd him to be thrown headlong 
from the top of the capitol. And, for trifles 
of the ſame nature, numbers of others were 
put to death. It was his manner to publiſh to 
the world his own. faults and excefles, under 
the cover of a diſcourſe that had paſs'd between 
particular friends, and from thence taking a 
handle to puniſh them, he ſillily believed the 
people would be ſo much his friends as to think. 
his reſentment juſt. 'Thus turning his own de- 
famer, he would yet execute vengeance on o- 
thers for thoſe crimes which himſelf had only 
committed. By which means, he ſpread his 
infamy much farther than it would otherwiſe 
have gone. | 
 Cremutias Cordus, who had, from infancy to 
his old age, led an irreproachable life, having 
the misfortune to fall under the diſpleaſure of 
Hanus, was now, by the ſenate, condemned 
to death. All that Sejanns's hirelings were 
able. to bring againſt him, was, that he had 
publiſh'd a book under Augiſtus's reign, where- 
in he had praiſed Brutus and Caf#ns, and ſaid 
many things to the advantage of the people 
and ſenate of Rome, but induſtriouſly avoided 


eithet of Julius Ceſar, or Auguſtus. Aug u fuss 
himſelf had read the book without expteſſing 
any reſentment againſt the author; nor could 
he be offended, ſince it contained nothing to 
his diſadvantage. But Sejanns and his maſter 


were othet' ſort of men, no crime being, in their 


ſighr, greater than capacity and merit. The 
puniſhment of the man was not thought enough, 
they likewiſe extended their ſpite againſt the 
harmleſs books, ordering them all to be burnt. 
However, Marcia, the daughter of Cordus, 
having, with care, conceal'd ſome of them, 
there followed, aſterwards, a very great de- 
mand for them, which is a thing no more than 
uſua! in all caſes of the like nature. ones 
Tiberius being informed that a gentleman on 
the ſale of his houſe, had alſo diſpoſed of his 
ſtatue ; took it ſo heinouſly ill, that he was go- 
ing to put him to death. But one of the con- 
ſuls, who had a mind to ſave the man, having 
firſt asked his advice upon the affair, before he 
had opened it to any other; Tiberius made an- 
ſwer, I would not be thought to have a hand in 
avenging my own injuries ; therefore abſolve the 
man. A ſenator, whoſe name was Lentulus, a 
man full of years and wiſdom, being accuſed 
before the ſenate of having formed a conſpira- 
cy againſt the life of the emperor, put himſelf 
to no farther pain, than to make a jeſt of his 
accuſer; and the ſenate having, alſo, teſtified 
their ſurprize at the charge, Tiberius could 
then ſay, T ſhould think myſelf unworthy to 
live, if I was hated of Lentulus. - 
Sejanus having now repreſented to Tiberius 
the danger that his health might incur from an 


application to buſineſs in town, got him induc'd 


to retire to the iſſe of Capreæ, and from thence 
he never more returned, but whiled away the 
remainder of his life in all forts of wicked- 
neſs and debauchery. He no longer regarded 
matters of ſtate, but as they contributed to ſa- 
tisfy his continual thirit after blood. He pa- 
tiently ſuffered Armenia to be recovered by 
the Parthians, Meſia to be ſeized by the Da- 
cians and Samaritans, and Gallia to be over- 
run by the Germans. He erected, at his new 
habitation, a famous office for the carrying on 
of uncleanneſs, conſtituting Z. Cæſonius Priſcus 
the preſident of it. He was, alſo, abominably 


covetous, and neither honeſty nor honour could 


ſtand in his way where money was to be had. 
Voncnes the king of Parthia, who had been 
outed by his ſubjects, and fled to him for pro- 
tection, was, by his order, murdered, on ac- 
count of his riches, | 
One of Tiberins's ſetting-dogs being a man 
of ſome note, and conſequently not ſuſpected, 
made an invitation to Sabinus, who was one of 
the moſt conſiderable men of Rome, to come 
and ſup with him at his houſe. Sabinus was 
well acquainted with the man, and therefore 
dreading no harm, went along with him. The 
rogue having previouſly taken care to place 
ſome courtiers in his houſe fo as they might 
over-hear every thing that paſs'd, laid out all 
his art to draw him in to talk of ſuch ſubjects 
as he knew he would certainly handle with a 
great deal of freedom. The villain, to * 
. the 
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the way, and leave no room for ſuſpicion, warm- 
ly expreſſed his ſentiments againſt both Tibe- 
rits and Sejanus, and diſcovered many od1ous 
practices that had eſcaped the knowlege of 
Sabinus. The informer had a liberty to ſay 
what he pleaſed, and his words were only 
baits to catch the unwary fith,' But. Sabinus 
had no ſooner parted with his kind landlord, 
that he was apprehended, committed to priſon, 
and, within a ſhort ſpace after, condemned, 
without a trial, or ſo much as letting him know 
his crime. At this lamentable execution there 
was one circumſtance which raiſed a compaſſion 
and concern in all the ſpectators: Sabingas had 
a dog that would not forſake him; the poor ani- 
mal followed him to priſon, and when his 
maſter's body was thrown into the Tiber, 
jump'd in after it, ſtruggling, to the loſs of 
life, to keep it from ſinking. 
At this time died Livia, the relic of Au- 

 guftus, and mother of T7berius, in the fourſcore 
and fixth year of her age. Tiberius would 
neither viſit her in her laſt ſickneſs, nor aſſiſt 
at her funeral. He ſet aſide her teſtament, 
forbid all honours to be done her, and, with 
an uncommon barbarity, aMi&ed all her friends 
and acquaintance. The ſenate, however they 
had ſervilely obey'd him in all things elſe, yet, 
with relation to his mother, they took the li- 
berty to croſs his intentions. They order'd all 
the ladies to go into mourning, ere&ed ſtatues, 
and . made an ordinance to ſet up a triumphal 
arch in honour of Livia which was a compli- 
ment never before paid to any woman. And 
this they did becauſe ſhe had ſaved the lives of 
many ſenators, given an education to numbers 
of fatherleſs children, and provided honourable 
matches for many unhappy women. | 
Livia was a women of wit, great cunning, 
and policy. She ſeem'd to have an averſion to 
all violence and blood, but whither that pro- 
ceeded from a love to virtue, or was the dic- 
rate of art, I will not pretend to determine. 
It is plain the could with joy trample upon a 
life, when ambition, or the devil told her, it 
would make for the intereſt of the brute her 
ſon. She had the character of being a modeſt 
and chaſte woman. Some fellows having once 
aſſumed the impudence to run naked into her 
preſence, the would not ſuffer them to be put 
to death, pacifying Auguſtus with theſe words; 
The eyes of a woman of virtue make no diffe- 
rence between a man and a ftatue. Being one 


day ask'd how the had obtain'd ſugh an abſo- 


late ſway over Auguſtus ; J ever, (aid ſhe, paid 
an exatt defference to all his inclinations, ſhun- 
ned the prying curion/ly into his ſecrets, and 
brought matters to bear by a ſeeming attention to 
domeſtic affairs. : 
Tiberius minded not the trifling honours that 


the ſenate had decreed in his mother's favour, 
but he was out of meaſure incens'd at the tri- 
umphal arch. He waved telling them in ex- 
preſs words that he would not have it done, 
and yet took an effectual way to prevent it. 
He repreſented to them, that it would be a 
diſgrace to him to have it built at the publick 
charge, and therefore made them a faithtul pro- 
miſe to execute their decree at his own ex- 
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pence. The ſenate being thus wheedled into 


his propoſal, the tyrant gave himſelf no farther 
trouble about the matter. ? 
In the interim, the grandeur of Sejanus had 
arriv'd to ſuch an intolerable height, that the 
ople of Rome conſecrated the day of his 
birth, and annually kept it with all the diſtinc- 
tions of a publick rejoicing. One cannot rec- 
kon up the multitude of ſtatues that were by 
the ſenate and others erected in his honour. 
The ſenate us'd often to ſend ſome of their 
own members to make their aeknowledgments 
to him, and in as formal and ſolemn a manner 
as they had ever treated the emperor. They 
likewiſe ordain'd, that publick prayers and ſa- 


crifices ſhould be order'd up for his health, as 


well as that of the emperor ; and it became a 


common practice to ſwear oftener by the good 


luck of Sejanus, than the fortune of his maſ- 
ter. 8 

Tiberius had, for a long ſpace of years been 
ſtudying a revenge againſt Gallus, for having 
taken to wife the woman that Auguſtus forced 
him to divorce for the ſake of his daughter 
Ne ; he therefore let it burſt at once in the 
ollowing barbarous manner: Gallus being come 
to him with a meſſage from the ſenate, was re- 


ceiv'd by Tiberius with every token of love 


and friendſhip. He ſet him down at table with 
him, and gave him an elegant and obliging en- 
tertainment ; bur, in the mean while, the abo- 
minable tyrant having writ a letter to the ſenate 
full of calumnies and invectives againſt Gallus, 
they inſtantly condemned him to death. To 
have the misfortune to find a ſentence of death 
paſs*d *upon him at the ſame time that he had 
the honour to dine with his prince, was ſuch 
an accident as never before happen'd to any 
other man. - | | 

As ſoon as the ſenate's bloody decree came 
to hand, he order'd the man, who had the mi- 
nute before been drinking his health, to be 
chain'd and carried to priſon, Gallus appre- 
hended the tyrant would put him to a great 
deal of torture, had taken a reſolution to diſ- 

patch himſelf ; but Tiberius, ſuſpected his in- 

tention, had him ſo narrowly watch'd, that he 
prevented it. Gallus, ſaid he, take courage, 
your fetters ſhall be knock'd off. But this the 
tyrant did, though not with a compaſſionate 
view, but only to prolong his life, in order to 
lengthen out his puniſhment, and have the more 
room to ſatiate his own revenge. 

In this miſerable circumſtance was Gallus 
kept many days, as well tormented with the 
infamy of his diſgrace, as the dread of an ex- 
ecution that ſtood continually before his eyes. 
No one was admitted to ſee him, not ſo much 
as his wife, or any of his domeſticks. He had 
not an opportunity to converſe with any body, 
except thoſe who had an order to conſtrain him 
to eat. The victuals they gave him were of 
ſo weak a nature, and in ſo ſmall a quantity, 5 
could neither ſupport his vigour, nor bring him 
the leaſt taſte of pleaſure ; being by the tyrant 


adjuſted to a manner that might only hinder his 
death. | 


band out his rage againſt many others. A" 
unhappy 


And much in the fame way did Tiberius hus- 
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unhappy gentleman under - ſentence of death, 
having one day begg'd him to haſten his exe- 
cution; he made anſwer, Your demand, friend, 
happens to come unſeaſonably, for I am not, as 
get, reconcil'd to you, After having put another 
gentleman to the rack, and loaded him with 
inſupportable torments, he begun to reflect that 
the poor innocent man had neither injur'd him, 
nor fallen under his diſpleaſure; and therefore 
he call'd out, Take him down, and make a quick 
end of his life, and that will be a favour to 
him ; for he has already met with too unworthy 
a treatment to be capable of reliſping any ſatis- 
faction in the future part of his life. He alſo 
commanded the execution of Siriacus, a man 
of great probity and wiſdom, though he own'd 
| himſelf that he had no crime or miſdemeanor 
to lay to his charge, excepting only that he 
had been an intimate friend of Gallus. h 

Whilſt Tiberias was thus delighting himſelf 
in blood, his minifter Sejanus could not be ſaid 
to be idle: He had with ſuch ſucceſs extended 
his inflaence over the ſenate, as well as all the 
principal men of Rome, that he found himſelf 
in greater power and authority, and much more 
careſs'd and apply'd to than his maſter 7:be- 
rius. 

Sejanus's intereſt growing now to be formi- 
dable at Rome, the ryrant thought 1t high time 
to ſhake off his lethargy. He conſider'd with 
himſelf, that 1f he ſhould any longer defer the 
matter, Sejanus would quickly ſteal from him 
not only the hearts of the people, but the em- 
pire it ſelf, He kept, however, all theſe 


thoughts within his own breaſt; he knew that 


Sejanus had the abſolute command of all his 
guards; that by benefactions, large promiſes, 
and threats, he directed the ſenate, and had in 
all things elſe ſo manag'd matters, as to get an 
exact account of every thing that was either 
ſaid or done by him; whereas himſelf could 
ſcarce come to the knowledge of any one point 
that concern'd Sejanus. ; 
Tiberius wiſely foreſeeing that cunning would 
in this plunge of affairs be of greater uſe to 
him than force, made Sejanus be declar'd con- 
ſul, calling him, at the ſame time, the dear 
companion of all his cares and troubles. After 
this, whether in private converſation with him, 
or in his letters to the ſenate, or people, he 
never mention'd him but by the name of his 
beloved Sejanus. The people being ſtrangely 
deceived by this new conduct in Ziberius, there 
was nothing to be ſeen among them but an ear- 
neſt contention who ſhould moſt diſtinguiſh Se- 
Janus with honour. A golden ſeat was erected 
tor him in the theatre, as well as for his maſ- 
ter, nor could he have received more teſtimo- 
nes of reſpect, had he been emperor himſelf. 
The ſenate, likewiſe, deluded by Ziberius's 
artifice, made out a decree, conſtituting ibe- 
ius and Sejanus their conſuls during the next 
hve years ; and ordaining that the latter ſhould 
at all times, when he entered Rome, be recei- 
ved with the ſame marks of dignity as were 
due to his maſter. oy 5 
The flowing tide of Sejanus's fortune did 
not ſo far take up all the attention of Tiberius 


but he {111 went on with his rapine and ſlaugh- 


—_— 
ter. Cains Geminius Rufus being accuſed of 
having uttered ſome invectives againſt Tiberius, 


he, in juſtification, produced his laſt will, 


wherein he had left Tiberius the half of his 
eſtate. The tyrant finding this trick would 
not do, next charged him with the guilt of a 
vice which is a diſgrace to nature. Hereupon, 
the poot man, to anticipate the ſentence, kill'd 
himſelf. Pablia Priſca, his wife, getting an in- 
formation that ſhe muſt alſo be brought upon 
trial, ſhe haſtened to the ſenate, and, in the 


midſt of a full houſe, drew out a poniard, and 
ſtabbed her ſelf. 


* - Sejanus was, by a courſe of flattery, puffed 


up to that degree of vanity, that he would, 
among ſuch as he took for his friends, call him- 
ſelf emperor, and go Tiberius no other appel- 
lation than that of governor of the iſle of Ca- 
pree. All mankind made their addreſs to 
him, and begun to negle& Tiberius; ſacrifices 
were more frequently offered to the ſtatues of 
Sejanus, than to thoſe of his maſter. 

In the mean while, Tiberius was ſtill agita- 
ting in his mind how to work his deftruction. 
He now ſpared no coſt to find out the moſt ſe- 
cret intrigues of Sejanus and all his party: He 
would often perplex Sejanus and the ſenate 
with different accounts of the ſtate of his health, 
at one time repreſenting to him that he found 
himſelf in ſuch an extreme weakneſs as made 
him think he was near his end; and he would 
ſoon after ſend them word that he had perfect- 
ly recovered his health, and deſigned, in a few 
; Fran to return to Rome. He ſometimes would 
mightily extol Sejanus, and, in an hour or two 
after, as violently abuſe him. He would one 
day treat Sejanus's friends with all marks of 
reſpect, and the next time he ſaw them load 
them with every kind of reproach. 

In ſhort, Tiberius's doubted his own ftrength, 
and knew not well how to bring Sejanus's fall 
about. He wanted the man's ruin, but was a- 
fraid to begin. Theſe little artifices he there- 
fore threw out, that he might from thence 
learn how the pulſe of the world beat; and 


finding by theſe and other methods he had at 


laſt impaired the credit of Sejanus among the 
better part of the inhabitants of Rome; he 


came to think he might with ſafety give the fi- 


niſhing blow to his miniſter. 


Theſe ſtrange revolutions in T7;berins's tem- 


per, gave Sejanus no little uneaſineſs; but no- 
thing confounded him ſo much as the follow- 
ing accident, which happened to one of his 
ſtatues, A great quantity of ſmoke had been 
obſerved to iflue out of it, and when the head 
of the ſtatue came to be taken off, in order to 
diſcoyer whence the ſmoke proceeded, a large 
ſnake jumped out of it, to the grear aftoniff 
ment and fright of all the ſpectators. After 
this, Sejanus going to offer ſacrifice to himſelt 
under the repreſentation of one of his own ſta- 
tues, had the misfortune to find a rope twiſted 
about the neck of it; which gave an alarm of 
ſurprize, not only to him, but all his friends 
and followers. oY 
Theſe preſages, how little ſoever, were yet 
ſufficient, in thoſe days, to be looked upon as 
certain fore-runners of his approaching fate. A 
10 U general 
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general contempt ſucceeded, and many, even 
of his friends, abandoned him. Hereupon, 71 
berius conceived courage enough to attempt 
his fall; but ſtill a little fear remained: He 
therefore proceeded with the utmoſt caution. 
Having privately made Nevius Sertcrius Macro 
the captain of his guards, in the room of Seja- 
nus, him he entruſted with the management of 
the whole affair. | | 
Micro, on his arrival at Rome, ſpread a re- 
port that S janus was inſtantly to be made a 
tribune of the people; and having next com- 
municated his orders to Memmius Regulus, one 
ot the conſuls, and to Eracinus Laco, who 
commanded the companies that were the ſafe- 
uard of the city, he then went to the ſenate, 
and delivered Zherius's letter to them. In 
his way thither, he was met by Hanus, who 
expreſſed. a great concern that Tiberius had not 
writ to him. T have, anſwered Macro, brought 
with me an order for creating you a tribune, 
This news was received with great joy, and 
therefore difpoſed Sejanus to go to the ſenate- 
houſe. | 
Sejants was no ſooner entered, than Macro 
addrcfied himſelf to the guards that had atten- 
ded Sejanus thither, and taken their ſtation 
round the place were the ſenate was aſſem- 
bled : Gentlemen, ſaid he, I have letters under 
Tiberius's own hand, wherein he afſures me, he 


will ſoon reward all jour ſervices: In the mean 


time, he deſires ou may quietly retire to your 
own camp. This being effected, he put the ci- 
ty guards in their place. 5 

Tiberius's letter was {pun out to a conſide- 
rable length, and wrought up with all the warp 
of cunning he was maiter of. 'The beginning 
of it conſiſted only of indifferent things; as it 
farther advanced, it gave a ſlight rub at Seja- 
aus; then it inftantly broke off to another 
ſubjet. After this, followed a ſentence or 
two in S-janus's praife ; laſt of all, it brought 
them an order to chaſtiſe two ſenators that were 
his particular friends, and to take an extraor- 
dinary care that they committed his perſon to 
ſafe cuſtody. 1 1 5 | 

The apprehenſion and terror that Tiberius 
was in, made him write his letter in this ob- 
ſcure manner; he was afraid that a tumult 
might riſe in tavour of S,j,]G, and therefore 
he would not openly bid them put him to 
death, Jhe ſenate, however, made a ſhift to 


underſtand his meaning; and though, at the 


firſt, nothing could be heard but loud acclama- 
tions in favour of Hanus, yet the letter had 
no ſooner concluded, than 1mprecations thick- 
en'd in the room of praiſe. 


Thoſe who ſat next Sejanys, immediately 


got up, and ſurrounded him, fearing he might 


otherwiſe ſlip out, and cauſe a ſedition amon 

the pcople. Regulus, the conſul, then called 
him, but Sanus would make no anſwer; he 
had of a long time been accuſtom'd to ſee all 
the world at his feet, and to be now called to 
obedience, ſeem'd to him no more than a dream. 
However, as Regulus continu'd to repeat his 
demand, with a {till greater air of authority, 
Sejanus vouchſated, at laſt, to ask him who it 
was he wanted. Come hither,ſaid Regulus, and 


T will ſhew you what I want. Sejanys obey'd; 
and the letter being a ſecond time read, the 
ſenate, with one voice, declar*d their abhor- 
rence to him. The whole aflembly concurred 
in a ſuffrage of curſes againſt him; his preten- 
ded friends, as well as thoſe whom he had ei- 
ther wickedly abus'd, or threaten'd, all of *em 
joining in the chorus. 1 
Regulus was ſo kind as to hand him out of 
the ſenate, and conduct him to his new lodg- 
ings in a priſon. Oh! how uncertain is the 
courſe of human affairs! He, that in the morn- 
ing was attended to the ſenate with the moſt 
conſiderable men of the city, and by ſeveral 
troops of guards, and, in the judgment of the 
greater part of mankind, appear'd a ſovereign, 
came, ina few hours after, to be diſtreſs'd with 
irons, and thruſt into priſon like a common ma- 
Ila... | 
The vulgar, of a ſudden, turn'd his enemies, 
and, with noify clamour, demanded his life, as 
a juſt retribution for the great quantity of 
blood he had ſpilt: Nor did they ſtap here; 
they went on to leyel all his ſtatues with the 
ground, and daſh and hew them to pieces, 


And this gave him a foretaſte of what he had 


to ſuffer in his own perſon: For being, ſpee- 
dily after, condemn'd by the fenate to be 
thrown headlong into the common receptacle 
of dung and filth, it was accordingly execu- 
ted, and, for three days ſucceſſively, was his 
carcaſs batter*d and maltreated about the ſtreets, 
So long did fury keep its edge. But then they 
bid him good night, and tumbled him into the 
river. All his children were, likewiſe, exe- 
cuted; and becauſe one of his daughters was a 
virgin, and, of conſequence, could not by the 
Roman law be legally put to death, the hang- 
man had orders firſt ro defile her, and then in- 

humanly deprive her of life. 4 
There enſu'd, upon this tragedy, a very 
great commotion at Rome. The citizens flew 
to arms, putting to the ſword all thoſe whom 
they ſuſpected had either been the favourites 
of Hej anus, or abuſed the power he had de- 
volved into their hands. The guards, like- 
wiſe, who had once been under the command 
of Sejanus, taking it ill that they ſhould have 
been ordered off their duty under a falfe pre- 
text, marched into the city, and ſet many hou- 
ſes a fire: But theſe tumults were ſoon ap- 
peafed by the good offices of the ſenate. 1 
The ſenate were ſo well pleas'd with this 
piece of juſtice done upon Sejanus, that they 
ordain'd the image of liberty ſhould thence- 
forth have its ſtand in the publick place, and 
annual games and ſports be celebrated-on the 
day wherein Sejauus had been put to death. 
They alſo paſs'd a decree, forbidding extraor- 
dinary honours to be paid to the perſon of any 
miniſter; and ordaining, that in time coming 
they ſhould only ſwear by the name of the 
emperor. But theſe orders being too hot to 
laſt long, the ſenate ſoon returned to their old 
uſe and wont; for when they came to know 
that Macro and Laco were elevated to the {ame 
degree of power that Sejanus had before poſ- 
ſeſſed, they omitted no kind of abandon'd flat- 
tery that might ſettle themſelves in their eſteem» 
Sejants 
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Sejanus was a man of parts equal to his ma- 
ſter himſelf, but vaſtly inferior to him in cun- 
ning; otherwiſe he had not fallen in the man- 


ner he did. Grandeur had at length fo con- 


founded his brain, that he knew not how to 
conceal his own vanity, or, indeed, - keep, his 
own ſecrets. And having in theſe points laid 
himſelf open, a handle from thence ſprung, that 
rouz' d Tiberius out of his ſleep, and made him 
indefatigable to compleat his ruin. Though 
he was quite a ſtranger - to honeſty and virtue, 
and therefore a fit tool to receive the fouleſt 
impreſſion; yet he was no more than an ax in 
the hands o Tiberius, -wheteby he knock d 


do wu thoſe whom he had a mind to deſtroy. It 


was not Sejanus that corrupted and: inflamed 
Tiberius, but Tiberius that made a devil of 
him. er e e eee eee 

Tiberius having thus rooted out Sejanus, he 
quickly let the world ſee that the horid ſcene 


of murder which had happened during the ad- 


miniſtration of Sejanus, was no other than a 
natural effect of his own barbarous temper. No 
day, either ſacred or prophane, was now. free 
from ſlaughter. He had before thought, that 
his fon Druſus had died by his own intempe- 
rance; but the fall of Scjanns bringing the true 
ſtate of the caſe to light, he broke out into 
ſuch a fury, that he conſigned to death not only 
thoſe whom he knew ro be, but thoſe, alſo, 
whom he ſuſpected to be the friends of Seja- 
24s, together with their wives, and all their 
children, Every trifle was made a capitol of- 
fence, and the relations of thoſe whom he had 
villainouſly executed, were, under pain of death, 
ptohibited to ſhew any ſigu of mourning. 
Ihe tyrant had, by this time, advanced to 
ſuch an exceſs of cruelty, that he thought the 
ordinary way of inflicting death was no puniſh- 
ment at all; and therefore he invented many 
ſtrange and terrible methods of giving and pro- 
longing torture. Having condemned one, 
whoſe name was Carnulius, and being ſoon af- 
ter informed that he was dead, I am ſorry, ſaid 
he, to nd that he ha made his eſcape out of 
my hands. The priſons were cramm'd full with 
innocent men; nor was ſolitude leſs expos'd to 
his rage, than the free uſe of ſociety. and con- 
verſation. He had, on his coming to the em- 
pire, choſe twenty men out of the ſenate to be 
his counſellors, of all which there now remain' d 
but two whom he had not put to death. 

The poet Amilius Scaurus, having com po- 
ſed a tragedy, which he call'd Atreus, was im- 
mediately taken up under the pretext of ut- 
tering treaſonable words aga init Agamemnon. 
He had, in imitation of Euripides, embelliſn'd 
his work with proper advices to ſubjects how 
to demean themſelves in an event that confined 
them to live under a bloody and tyrannick go- 
vernment. This being all the unhappy gentle- 
man's erime, Tiberius ſent for him, and, after 
a few reproaches, ſpoke to him in theſe words: 
You deſerve death for the abuſes you huve throun 


upon Agamemnon ; but you have alſo drawn my 


character under the name of Atreus, and thereby 
charged me with ſeveral wicked murtlers ; for 
which cauſe, you ſhall, as: well as I, be con- 
Arained to finiſh a part in your own tragedy. 


Friend, you ſhall perſonate Ajax. Nor did the 
tyrant ceaſod torturing him, till he forced him 
upon a like  ignominous end; the poor man 
growing diſtracted by a courſe of pain, murder- 
ed himſelf. | 9 
This being the thirty-firſt year of our Lord, 
and the fifteenth of Tiberius, Valerius Gratus 
was recall'd from Judæa, and Pontius Pilate 
ſent thither to govern in his room. Pontius 
Pilate was a man not unlike his maſter 71be- 
ius; rapine and injuſtice were the meaſures of 
his government. His violent and cruel temper 
led him to take a delight in laying traps and 
ſnares for the innocent ; plunder, robbery, and 
all ſorts of force and barbarity, were his com- 
mon practice, accounting it nothing often to 
condemn men to death without any form of 
progels,:;55.7 fo fo E 6 

FJudæa had, during the eleven years that 
Valerius Gratus governed them, continued, for 
the moſt part, in a full enjoyment. of peace; 
but Pilate ſoon alter'd the caſe, and gave a 


riſe to ſuch tumults and commotions as were 


not quite allay*d till the final deſtruction of 


the city and temple of Feruſalem. Having 


ſent his troops from Cæſarea to Feruſalem, to 


the end they might there take up their winter 
quarters, he made them carry thither their en- 
ligns, upon which were draun the effigies of 
their emperors, deſiring, them to enter the city 


by night, and hide their colours till they were 


once got in. And by this means the Fews 
came not to ſee theſe matters of offence till 
next morning. 


Ihe predeceſſors of Pijate had hitherto act- 


ed with a very great deference to the eus; 


and had never made an attempt to bring their 
enſigns within the city, for fear of diſobliging 
and provoking the Fews, who, they knew, had 
an averſion to all repreſentations of men, as 
well as animals. But Pilate was a man as re- 
garded no body but himſelf, and therefore 
would indulge a full ſwing to his own huniour. 


The news of this ſcandalous innovation ſoon 


reached the country, as well as alarmed every 
inhabitant of the town. The people, there- 
fore, aſſembled in great numbers, begging Pi- 
late to remove thoſe images. "They, to no 
purpoſe, held on for ſeveral days to ſolicite him. 
Joſephus ſays, They proſtrated themſelves upon 
the ground before Pilate's houſe, - and in that 
manner paſſed the full ſpace of five days and 
nights without ſtirring. Pw; 

On the ſixth day, Pilate being ſat, on his 
judgment-ſeat (which he had fix'd in the place 
allotted for publick exerciſes), gave an order 
that the Jews ſhould attend him. They think- 
ing he deſigned to make them a favourable an- 
ſwer, immediately waited on him; but he had 
planted an ambuſh of foldiers within a ſhort 
diſtance, and: when he found they ſtill inſiſted 
upon their old demand, he made a ſignal to his 
ſoldiers, who forthwith advancing, hemm'd em 
in of all ſides. He then threatened them all 
with an immediate execution, if they did not 
renounce their ſolicitations, and retire every 
man of them to their own houſes. Butcthey, 
inſtead of being terrified with his menaces, 
threw themſelves upon the gronnd, and, ex- 


poling 


ind pe 
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poling their naked breaſts to him, let him there- 
y ſee that a ſtrict obſervation of their law 


was more dear to them than even their lives. 


Pilate being ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this 
their reſolution, ſent back his images to Cæſa- 
rea. 

Pilate, likewiſe, offended the Fews by ano- 
ther enterprize, which is related by Philo. 
He formed a deſign to ſet up ſeveral bucklers 
within the palace of Herod at Jeruſalem, and 


cConſecrate them to the honour of Tiberius. It 
is certain, that the ancient kings of udab, the 


Maccabees, and Herod himſelf, had conſecrated 
abundance of arms, as bucklers, head- pieces, 
ſwords, and other things, within the temple, 
to the Lord; the whole front of that holy 
place being adorned with the like preſents. 
But that which provoked the Fews upon this 
occaſion was, that Pilate had an intention to 
dedicate them to Tiberius, and put them up 
within their city, more with a view to do 2 
deſpite to them, than out of reſpect to the em- 
peror. And it added to their reſentment, that 
on taking a ſurvey of the ſeveral figures, they 
perceived none of them contained more than 
one inſcription, ſignifying the name of the gi- 
ver, and him to whoſe honour they were con- 
ſecrated. Which inſcription appear'd to them 


'to be contrary to the law of God. 


The magiſtrates of the city having at their 
head four of the ſons of Herod, viz. Herod the 
tetrarch of Galilee, ſirnam'd Antipas; Herod, 
ſirnam'd Philip, the firſt husband ct Herodias ; 
Herod, the fon of Cleopatra; and another of 
the younger ſons of Herod, waited in a body 
upon Pilate, and pray'd him not. to violate 
their laws. Plate return'd them a denial with 
bis uſual obſtinacy, but they would not be thus 
repuls'd ; they roundly admoniſhed him to take 
care that he did not drive the people upon a 
mutiny and revolt. If you have, continued 
they, a po/ative order under the emperor's own 
hand for warranting this conſecration, you need 
but fhew it, and we will preſently ſend an em- 
baſſy to Rome to get the grievance aboliſhed. 
Pilate regarded not their deputation but for 
one thing; he ſeemed apprehenſive they would 
diſcover ſomething of his miſmanagement to 
the court: Bur, again, 'as he heartily hated 
the Fews, he was exceeding loth to let go a 
project which he aſſured himſelf would be a 
continual eye- ſore to them. Pilate, for ſome 
time, remained in a ſuſpence between fear and 
obſtinacy, the former bidding him grant their 
* and the latter diſpoſing him to refuſe 

t. | 


In the mean time, the Fews, who were not 


unacquainted with the difficulty they had re- 
duced him to, diſpatched away an expreſs to 


the emperor, with a memorial of their com- 


plaint ; wherein, having firſt teſtificd a profound 
veneration for his perſon and government, they 
next laid before him their grievance, and ſup- 
plicated a redreſs. Tiberius, on the receipt of 
their letter, returned the very ſame day ano- 
ther to Pi/ate, in which he ſignified his diſ- 
pleaſure at what he had done, with regard to 
the bucklers at Feruſalem; and commanded 
him inſtantly to remove them, and all other fi- 
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gures, that gave offence to ſome other place? 
And fo Pilate tranſported them to Cz/area. 
After this, P;-ate took a freſh opportunity 
to irritate the Jews. He told them, he muſt 
have the money that was lodged in the treaſury- 
chamber of the temple, in order to carry on an 
aqueduct, or water-conduit, for ſupplying the 
city with water; and as the ſources, from which 
it was to be brought, were at the diſtance of 
two hundred furlongs from Feruſalem, nothing 
leſs than the treaſure of the temple could be 
ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe. | 
'The people being highly affronted ar this 
motion, went in multitades to Pilate, intreat- 
ing him to deſiſt from his project; and, as it 
now and then happens in a tumultuous crowd, 
ſome of them preſs'd home upon him with in- 
ſolence enough. Hate, on a previous ſuſpi- 
cion that ſomething of this nature might hap= 
pen, had directed his ſoldiers to conceal each 
of them a club under his habit, and to put on 
for the day the common dreſs of the Fews, 
that ſo they might not be diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the mob, and be the better able at 
his ſignal to fall upon thoſe who ſhould happen 
to make the moſt noiſe. 3 
Pilate having in vain commanded the Fews 
to retire, made a ſign to his ſoldiers, which 
was no ſooner given, than they produc'd their 
battoons, and laid about them with ſuch fury, 
that numbers of the people were ſtruck down: 
For the ſoldiers having in their heat forgot Fj- 
late*s order, which bid them chuſe out the leg. 
ders of the riot, no more ſpar*d: the innocent 
than the guilty. Many were by this ſtratagem 
of Filate kill'd outright, more, ſtill, were vio- 
lently hurt and bruis'd, ſome were ſmother d 
in the preſs, others were made priſoners, and 
the reſt took to their heels. And after the 
ſame impious manner did Pontius Hate go on 
through the whole- courſe of his government ; 
ſo that he was a fellow in all points qualified 
to pronounce that infamous and unrighteous 
ſentence whereby he condemned him thar is the 
ſovereign prince and lord of life. - = 
To what has been hitherto ſaid of Poptius 
Pilate, I ſhall ſubjoin the character that Philo 
Fudeus gives of him. He was, ſaid he, a man 
that made it his buſineſs to fell juſtice, and would 
give any ſentence for money. He laid himſelf 
out to commit rapines, and horrible injuries, and 
murders. He frequently would, without any 
cauſe given, put men to exceſſive torments, and 
arbitrarily condemn to death others, without any 
ſentence of law ; and was intolerably cruel tho- 
rough the whole ſeries his adminiſtration. 
Whilſt theſe things were a doing, began 
Fohn the baptiſt to ſpreac h the baptiſm of repen- 
tance for the remiſſion of ſins, and thereby pro- 
claim'd the goſpel to the world. His miniſtry 
commenced on the tenth day of the ſeventh 
month, which was penitential, and ſo ſolemn 4 
faſt,” that the ſoul which did not then humble 
and afflict it ſelf, was to be cat off ſrom among 
the people; and, alſo, the preciſe expiatory 
time, wherein the high-prieſt (the type of our 
Lord, who firſt appeared for the revealing of 
his goſpel by this his meſſenger, ſent before 
his tace to prepare the way for his own pris 


nal appearance) alone enter'd into the holy of 
holies, and with blood expiated the fins of the 
people. And on theſame tenth day, too, was 
the jubilee notified by the found of a trum- 
Pet. 5 14 | 1 i j Jags 

N In the mean time, Herod Antipas, tetrach of 
Galilee, happening to ſee his Miotties's wife, 
Herodias, tell paffionately in love with her; 
and accordingly, propoſing marriage to her, 
got her conſent, on condition that he divorced 
his own wife, who was daughter of Aretas, 
king of Arabia. The J ec were ſ6on after 
ſolemnized, to the great ſcandal and offence of 


all the country: For this marriage was no other 


than an adulterous and inceſtuons rape. 
John the baptiſt loudly exclaimed againſt 
this wickedneſs of Herell, ſhewing him the 
heinouſneſs of this guilt in corrupting his bro- 
ther's wife. Hereupon, Herodias, fſuſpecting 
that John the baptiſi (whoſe incomparable vir- 
tue and ſanctity of life had purchafed an ex- 
traordinary character and eſteem in the world) 
would at length prevail with Herod to renounce 
her, ſhe ceas'd neither day nor night ſoliciting 
Herod, till the had brought about his diſtruc- 
tion. She had him firſt thrown into priſon, and 
afterwards beheaded. Joſephus tells us, that 
Herod's army being, after this, totally defeated 
by Aretas, king of Arabia, the Jews looked 
upon it as a juſt puniſhment upon him for the 
murder of this holy man. . Z 
Firſt, then, John the baptiſt carried on the 
- miniſtry of the goſpel for three years and a 
half; and next, our Saviour, on John's being 
caſt into priſon, appear'd himſelt, and perſo- 
nally officiated in it for three years and a half 
more. And from thence it is evident, that the 
whole term of our omnipotent Lord's miniſtry 
here on earth, as exerciſed firſt by ohn, his 
fore- runner, and afterwards by himſelf, made 
up, to a minute, ſeven years, and thereby fell 
in exactly (as had been long foretold) with the 
laſt of the ſeventy. weeks in Daniel's prophecy; 
which ſeventy weeks, according to the prophe- 
tical computation of a year for a day, make 
four hundred and ninety years. 
This remarkable propheſy of Daniel, chap. 
ix. ver. 24. not only points out the preciſe time 
of the coming of our Lord in the miniſtry of 
his goſpel, but the time, likewiſe, wherein he 
was to finiſh the tranſgreſſions, and to make an 
end of fins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. 
In this year (which was the thirty ſixth of 
our Lord, and the thirty-third of the vulgar 
Ara) our moſt glorious Saviour became à ſa- 
crifice for us, to make a reconciliation for our 
ſins, and endur'd a crnel death for the expia- 
tion of them: And having thereby obtain d his 
ſpiritual kingdom over us, he took poſſeſſion 
of it on his reſurrection from the dead. And 
now began to be fulfill'd two other propheſies 
of Daniel, the one contain'd in the ſecond chap- 
ter, and the other in the ſeyenth of that illul- 
trious prophet. And in the day's of theſe kings 
ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom, which 
Hall never be deftroyed. And the Engdom | all 
not be left to another people, bat it ſhall break 
In 8295 and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and 
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it ſball ſtand for ever, Dan. ii. 44. And there 
was given him dominion and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations and languages, 
ſ#ould ſerve him + His dominion is an everluſting 
dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his 
Ringdom that which ſhall not be deftroyed, Dan. 
vii. 14. For now that our meſſiah's kingdom 
commenc'd in the eſtabliſhment of his church 
here on earth, not only the whole Moſaic œco- 
nomy ended, but the Roman empire, too (as 
had been foretold by Daniel,) begun ſenſibly 
to decay. A VVV 
The Roman empire is deſcrib'd by Daniel, 
in his ſecond chapter, under the figure of legs 
of iron, and feet of iron and clay work' d up 
together; which gives us an image of the ſe- 
veral models of government the Romans were 
under, viz. their antient conſtitution under a 
commonwealth, and arbitrary power under their 
emperors. Whilſt their old form of govern- 
ment continued, their foundation had the 
ſtrength of iron; but arbitrary and diſpotick 
rule no ſooner took place, than the iron came 
to be daſh'd and mingled with clay in the fest. 
Indeed, during the reign of Auguſtus, the clay 
being kept up to a hard temper, produced no 
very viſible effects; but his ſucceſſor, Tiberius, 
who had no other rule of adminiſtration bur 
his own. bloody and cruel appetite, gave a 
quick occaſion to ſet the clay a mouldering in 
ſuch a manner, as quite unſettled the pillars of 
the Roman empire, | 1 
We need only take a review of the many ir- 
reſiſtable teſtimonies that God gave of the truth 
of our Saviour's miſſion, and the miraculous 
circumſtances of his nativity, life, and paſſion, 
and reſurrection, all of which literally hap- 
pened according to the propheſies which went 
before of him; and we ſhall quickly riſe into 
ſuch a faith in Feſus Chriſt our meſſiah, as nei- 
ther the devil; nor his ſubjects the modern Iu- 
fidels, will ever be able to ſhake. | 
Our Lord's reſurrection being the great fun- 
damental article of the Chri/tian religion, Je- 
ſus Chriſt therefore had often, during his mini- 
ſtry here on earth, told his apoſtles that he 
ſhould ſuffer Gcath, and within three days, riſe 
again, Mat. xvi. 21. xvii. 22, John xvi. 16. and 
alſo made it a demonſtration, whereby they 
ſhould be convinc'd that he was the ſon of God, 
and the great prophet and Saviour that had 
before been promiſed, and was to come, ohn 
ii. 19. He likewiſe refers the Fews to his re- 
ſurreCtion, as an infallible evidence of his be- 
ing the Chriſt, Mat. xii. 39, 40. And, accord- 
ingly, after lying three days in the grave, he 
reſtor'd himſelf to life again, as he had fore- 
told the people; which was ſuch a confirmation 
and invincible proof of the Chriſtian religion, 
as could only proceed from the omnipotent 


| "IE # 


power of God. 

The Roman cuſtodia, or threeſcore ſoldiers, 
that guarded the ſepulchre, were witneſſes of 
the whole tranſaction; they were not only ſen- 
ſible of the great earthquake that attended his 
reſurrèction, but they ſaw an angel deſcend 
from heaven, and roll away the ſtone from the 
door of the ſepulchre, and, thereupon, were 
ſtru& with ſach terror, that they became as 
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dead men, And when they looked into his 
ſepulchre, they plainly ſaw that his body was 
not there. _ CEL + ak © agg 
Our Saviour, on his riſing from the dead, 
| ſhewed himſelf in the moſt convincing manner 
that could be. He appear'd to multitudes of 
them together, even to five hundred brethren 
at once, as St. Paul aſſures us, 1 Cor. xv. of 
whom, the moſt, part were alive when he com- 
pos'd that epiſtle. He convers'd with them for 
the ſpace of forty days, he gave them the li- 
berty to touch and thoroughly examine his bo- 
dy, he eat and drank. with them, and, laſt of 
all, conducting them to the mount of olives, he 
viſibly, in their preſence, did there aſcend up 
into heaven. | ü e 
Our almighty Lord having, before his aſcen- 
tion into heaven, conſtituted his apoſtles to 
give an atteſtation to him through all the other 
parts of the earth, as well as Fudæa and ba- 
maria, bid them not depart from Jeruſalem till 
they had received their credentials, and were 
endued with power from on high. Accor- 
dingly, on the tenth day after, the holy ghoſt 
made a viſible deſcent upon them, and that in 
a very full meeting. Hereupon, they fluently 
expreſs'd themſelves in languages that they ne- 
ver had learnt, to the great ſurprize of a vaſt 
concourſe of people of difterent nations, whom 
the report of that miraculous incident had 


brought thither. Then they boldly preached | 


Chrift's reſurrection, and indiſputably vouched 
it with all ſorts of miracles. At their com- 
mand diſeaſes fled, and health return'd. Fur- 
thermore, they even recover'd the dead to lite 
again, and, by only laying their hands upon 
others, they communicared to them the ſame 
divine efficacy to perform miracles. 28 

The goſpel, by thefe means, ſpread like 
lightning ; numbers of Fews, as well as Gen- 
tiles, were inſtantly converted to the faith of 
Jeſus Chrift, whoſe infinite power, they pub- 
lickly declar'd, enabled them to do thoſe ſu- 
pernatural wonders. St. Peter, by one ſermon, 
brought over to Chri/tianity three thouſand 
perſons, and quickly atter, by another ſermon, 
added five thouſand more; and within leſs than 
the ſpace of forty years was the goſpel diſſe- 
minated throughout the world, and that, too, 
in oppoſition to the moſt horrible tortures and 
puniſhments that the united force of hell, and 
all the powers of the earth, could deviſe to 


prevent it. Thus was the devil's kingdom 


grinded to pieces, and our Saviour's throne e- 
rected, which to this day, upon earth, conti- 
nues an irrefragable monument of the all- ſuffi- 
cient power of its original author. 

The truth of the goſpel is founded upon 
ſuch proofs, as, above all others, are moſt con- 
viacing. We have ſuch an atteſtation of it, as 
nothing but ignorance, or downright debau- 
chery, can except againſt, All the facts being 
recorded and tranſmitted to us by thoſe who 
not only were men of unqueſtionable veracity, 
and holineſs of life, but heard with their own 
ears, and view'd with their own eyes, and 
touch'd with their own hands, what they have 
teſtiſied: And, which is more, all of them (ex- 
cepting only St. 7ohn) ſet the ſeal to the truth 


of it, with their own blood. Beſides, theiv 


teſtimony is handed down to us with every aus 
thentick mark of. evidence that any matter of 
fact then tranſacted can be capable of. Add, 
to this, the glorious effeQts that ſucceeded on 
our Saviour's preaching in the world, and which 

remain illuſtriouſly conſpicuous to this ver 
day, can only be attributed to the providence 
of God, which has all along ſignally interpos'd 
to propagate our Lord's empite over the 

„„ ee eee „ | 
I uam fully perſuaded that there is not one 
man among us that denies the CIs reli- 
gion, but who would have ſtack to his infide- 
ſity, had he ſeen our Saviour himſelf perform 
thoſe miracles, which infallibly vouched that 
he was the ſon of God, The caſe of In/idels 
always was, and ever will be this; they are 
ſunk into an abyſs of ſenſual pleafares, and 
folely bent on the gratification of all ſorts of 
vicious defires, and therefore they endeavour 
to bring themſelves up to that pitch of madneſs 
as to oppoſe and deny reveal'd religion. And 
all fuch, however they may cloak their wick= 
edneſs from the eyes of the world, are yet no- 
thing at bottom but impious and abandoned 
rogues. But cleanſe your hands; ye ſinners, 
and purify your hearts, ye double-minded, and 
then make no doubt but you will foon return 

to the boſom of the Chriſtian church. | 
Whilſt our Saviour continued here upon 
earth, the miracles he wrought gain'd him an 
univerſal eſteem among the 17 27 but the pu- 
rity of his doctrine, the oppoſition he ſhewed 
to their traditions, and the ſevere reproofs he 
gave them for their hypocriſy, pride, and co- 
vetouſnefs were the motives that made them 
reject ſo great a ſalvation. They had before 
(as Suidas obſerves out of Theodoſus, a learned 
Few) been greatly delighted with his wiſe an- 
ſwers and queſtions, and therefore made him 
one of their prieſts, entering his name thus: 
Jeſus, the fon of God, and of Mary. Nay, it 
appears from their own Talmud, which was not 
finiſh'd till five hundred years after Chrif, that 
they really took him for the true meſſiah, In 
commenting upon that place of Zechariah, ch. 
x11. ver. 10. And they ſhall look upon me whon 
they have pierced ; it ſubjoins the moſt remar- 
kable words, viz. Peace be to him who hath 
ſaid that theſe things are to be underſtood of 

meſſiah, the ſon of Joſeph, who is lain. 

he Heathen oracles being all now put to 
ſilence, Plutarch, who writ in the reign. of 
Trajan, gave himſelf a great deal of needleſs 
trouble in accounting philoſophically for the 
cauſe of ſo odd a change. Bur, after all his 
moſt accurate reſearches, he was not able, how- 
ever he might ſatify his own mind, to bring 
any reaſonable ſolution. He imputes it partly 
to the abſence of the diabolical ſpirits, Which 
he wiſely fancies might either die, or be drove 
away from their old place of reſidence, by 
ſome ſpirit or ofher of ſuperior rank, or re- 
move themſelves, out of diſlike ; and partly. 
to an alteration of the ſoil wherein oracles were 
ſituated, which ceas'd to produce ſuch divine 
exhalations as in former times it -had done- 
For it was his opinion that ſpirits muſt be an 
- 11 
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if the earth did not aſſiſt them with a ſpiritual 
temper of exhalations, in like manner as a mu- 
ſician cannot play without an inſtrument. For 
which reaſon, he expected that oracles would 
either come into play again in Greece, ot break 
out in a-more proper foil, © © 
But where have thoſe oracles ſince burſt out? 
The light of the goſpel expelled them, where- 
ever it came; the ſilence of the oracles did not 
follow from any of thoſe pretended conjectures 
that Plutarch is pleas'd to make. But this was 
the time wherein the rong man's houſe was to 
be entered, his goods ſpoiled, and himſelf bound; 
the devil, who before-was the prince of this 
world, came now to be dethron'd, and tumbled 
into hell, upon the approach of that true lig hi 
which illuminateth every believer that cometh in- 
to the world. | We: | 
Aͤbout this time happen'd that celebrated ac- 
cident, which Plutarch afterwards relates for 
the ſupporting his opinion concerning the poſſi- 
bility of the death of thoſe dæmoniacal ſpirits. 
Thamous, the maſter of an ÆAgyptian veſſel, 
being, in the courſe of his voyage, requir'd by 
a a diſmal and uncouth voice, utter'd thrice, as 
it were from land, to proclaim the news of 
great Pan's death when he coaſted by Palodes; 
regarded the.requeſt in the nature of an impo- 
ſition upon his ſenſes, and therefore deſigned 
to take no farther notice of it. But the wind 
inſtantly failing him, on his arrival thither, it 
recall'd to his memory the demand; and there- 
fore directing his face to the ſhore, he called 
out aloud, Great Pan is dead. He had no 
ſooner pronounced theſe words, than they were 
ce by a moſt dreadful and high noiſe, 
like that of a multitude, expreſs'd in ſighs and 
groans at ſo great a wonder. 5 
Had thoſe ſpirits been liable to mortality, as 
Plutarch imagines, the death of the great Pan 
would have been received without any ſurprize. 
But that one, infinitely greater than the great- 
eſt of them, and who had given all of them 
their being, ſhould graciouſly condeſcend to 
ſuffer death for the redemption of the world; 
might well overwhelm them with amazement 
and deep ſorrow. This incident coinciding ex- 
actly with the time wherein the great ſhepherd 


of our ſouls laid down his life for his flock, 


leaves us no room to doubt but it was our Sa- 
viour that was intimated under the well-known 
name of Pan, Tiberius, on hearing this ſtory 
aſſerted by thoſe who had been ear-witneſſes of 
it, call'd a council of the ableſt men he could 
think of, in order to ſatisfy. him who this great 
Pan, lately deceas'd ſhould be: But he had 
no other anſwer from them, than that they be- 
liev'd it to be the heathen God of ſhepherds, 


who commonly paſs'd under that name. ; 

Pontius Pilate having tranſmitted an account 
to Tiberius of the paſſion and reſurrection of 
our Saviour, together. with a relation of the 
many miracles that had been done by him, and 
by his diſciples in his name; adding, that the 
multitude of believers daily increaſing, he was 
worſhipped as a God : Tiberius made a report 
thereof to the ſenate, deſiring .he might be 
Plac'd among the Gods whom the Roman em- 
Pire ador d. But the ſenate ſtoutly oppos'd it, 
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in conſideration of an ancient law of the twelve 
tables, which forbid them to introduce foreign 
deities among the number of their Gods. How- 
ever, Tiberius paſs d an edict of his own, de- 
nouncing death to thoſe who ſhould accuſe the 
Chriſtians. n 5 

It being cuſtomary for the ſeveral governors 
of provinces, under the Roman ſtate, to keep 
an exact regiſter of all the memorable things 
that occurred during the time of their admint- 
ſtration'; the learned apologiſt, Fuftin Martyr, 
who lived in the one hundred and ſixty- firſt 
year of our Lord, tells the Pagans, in his ſe- 
cond apology, that they need only conſult the 

ublic acts made under Pontius Pilate, to 

now and be ſatisfied that Chriſt really wrought 
thoſe miracles which he told them of. 

Amidſt the innumerable acts of cruelty 
which Tiberius was all this while a committing 
at Rome, he would now and then diſtinguiſh 
himſelf by a generous contempt of injuries. 
Lucius Fejanus, a preſident of one of the courts 
of juftice, having at his own charge furniſhed 
out a public ſhow to the people, wherein no- 
thing was exhibited but what might give them 
an idea of a bald pate, and concluded the even- 
ing with a proceſſion of five thouſand flambeaus 
carried by an equal number of youths, who 
had all their heads ſhaved ; Tiberius, who well 
knew that this whole contrivance was meant an 
affront upon him, becauſe of his bald head ; 
ſeem'd only to ſmile ar the lowneſs of the jeſt, 
and took no farther notice of it. 

Terence, a Roman knight, being accuſed by 
Tiberius before the ſenate, of having been an 
intimate friend of the late miniſter Sezanus, was 
ſo far from denying the charge, that he frankly 
owned he had made it his buſineſs ro ſeek his - 
friendſhip, and with all his might pleaſe the 
man, whom he ſaw ſo much honoured by his 
royal maſter. * If the emperor, /aid he, was to 
be commended for ſignalizing him with marks 
© of friendſhip, it cannot be thought I have done 
c ill, in following his example. Since a prince of 
« bright parts, and of ſuch an extenfive wiſdom 
in all things, has once found himſelf deceived in 
© his choice, can it appear, in the leaſt, aſtoniſh= 
ing, that I ſhould be drawn into the ſame mi- 
« ſtake? It is our duty to love thoſe whom Tibe- 
ius exalts into his favour, and borrow from 
© him all our meaſures of eſteem ; regarding them 
© whilſt they continue favourites, let us throw 
them up when they ceaſe to pleaſe.” _ 

The ſenate not only abſolved Terence, but 
ſharply Fraroaches thoſe by whoſe means it was 
that he fell into the diſpleaſure of Tiberius. 
The emperor ſeemed extremely ſatisfied with 
what they had done, and theretore had an ad- 
dreſs return'd to him full of praiſe and thanks. 
But nothing gave, at this time, fo univerſal a-- 
joy, as the juſtice he did to the whole Roman 
people in condemning to death the moſt noted 
and active of thoſe informers that he had hi- 
therto kept in pay at Rome. 

As Tiberius was a brute moſt infamous in his 


manner of love, both to males and females 


and though covetous in other reſpects, yet pro- 
fuſe to them; Sextus Marius, a drudge of this 
kind, had, by his bounty, made ſo large an 

| eſtate, 
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eſtate, that having invited one of his neigh- 


bours, with whom he had for ſome time been 
at variance, to do him the favour to ſtay at bis 
heuſe ſor two days; on the firſt of theſe days 
he cauſed the gentleman's houſe to be thrown 


down, and, on the ſecond, to be rebuilt, in a 


much more ſplendid and magnificent faſhion 
than it was before. After this, Marius having 
en the morning of the third day ſeen the gen- 
tleman home to his houſe, and finding him ex- 
ceedingly amaz d at ſo odd a change; © Be not 
ſurprized, my friend, ſaid he, this alteration is 
© entirely owing to me, and done with no other 
© deſign than ro convince you how much it lies 
in my power to. oblige my friends, as well as 
©'take vengeance of my enemies'. The fame 
Marius, having ſent his beautiful daughter into 
the country, for fear that ſhe ſnould light into 


- the hands of Tiberius, and be diſhonour'd by 


him, was ſoon after accus'd of an inceſtuous 
commerce with her, and they were both of 
them put to death. 

Tiberius had his two grand- children always 
about him, viz. Tiberius, deſcended of his own 


fon Druſus; and Caius, who was born to Ger- 


manicts, his adopted fon. Theſe he regarded 
with a very different eye, Caius, alone, being 
his favourite. And this diſt inction proceeded 


not fo much from an opinion that young T7 zbe- 


rius was the adultrous baſtard of Sejanus, as 
from a long obſervation of the wicked temper 
of Caius. The latter, therefore; he made 
choice of for his ſucceſſor ; his own vices, he 


thought, would ſoon be forgot and loſt, under 


a croud of greater, a monſter of wickedneſs 
being only a proper perſon ro come after him. 
He likewiſe flatter'd himſelf, that fuch of the 


. ſenate as had been left unextirpated by him, 
would be finally rooted out by his heir. There 


went a report, that a quarrel happening one 
day between theſe two youths, Tiberius ould 
fay to Cains, Thou wilt flay young Tiberius, 
but others wlll kill thee. . 
At this time, by the inſtigation of the high- 
prieſts, happen'd a great perſecution againſt the 
church. All of it was carried on in à riotous 
manner; for they had neither law nor autho- 
rity on their fide, However, Stephen, the pro- 
tomartyr, was ſton'd to death; and Paul him- 


ſelf gave an approbation to his murder. But 


this great protecutor was, in leſs than half a 
year after, miraculouſly converted, and with 
irrefiftible eloquence and learning aſſerted the 


Chriſtian religion, the profeflors whereof he 


had before labour'd to deſtroy. 3 

This year (which was the thirty-ſeventh of 
our Lord, the thirty-tourth of the vulgar Ara, 
and twentieth of Tiberius) died Philip rhe te- 


trach, the ſon of Herod the great. He was a 


prince of a moderate and peaceable temper, 
indulging himſelf in no ſatisfaction that could 
not innocently be gratiſied within his own ter- 
ritoriess When he had occaſion to take the 
freſh air, he was never attended but with a few 
of his own domeſticks ; and wherever it chan- 
ced to be that an application was made to him 
for juſtice, he would there quit his horſe, and, 
fitting down, here both parties, and give an 


: 1 
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immediate redreſs. He had taken to wife $42 
leme, the dancer, the daughter of the infamous 
Herodias ; but leaving no children, Tiberius an- 
nex'd his tetrarchy to the government of 
The next year was Lucius Vitellius made go- 
vernor of Syria by Tiberius; and the ſame year 
he came to the paſſover at Fern/alem, where 
he was receiv'd in a moſt elegant and ſump- 
tuous manner. As a teſtimony of his acknow- 
ledgment for the reſpect the Jews had paid 
him, he diſcharged the city of thoſe impoſts 
which were of uſe to be levied upon all fruits 
brought in there to be fold, He likewiſe re- 
ſtored to them the care and keeping of the 
high-prieſt's robes and other ornaments, which 
had before been guarded by Herod, and after 
him and his ſon, by the Romans, within the 
tower of Antonias, that adjoins to the temple. 
He alſo depoſed the high-prieſt Caiaphas, and 


placed Fonathan, the fon of Ananus, in his 
room. This done, he ſet out for Antioch, the 


capitol of his government. 

About this period aroſe an impoſtor, who 
working AN into the confidence and affec- 
tion of the Samaritans, perſuaded a number 
of them to follow him to the mountain of Ga- 


rizim, which paſſed in that country for a holy 


place. He impudently gave his word he 
would diſcover to them all the ſacred and pre- 
cions veſſels which (averred he) Moy/es had 
there hid. Hereupon, they immediately took 
arms; but, in regard they would not aſcend 
the mountain till the reſt, whom they hourly 
expected, ſhould come to their aſfiſtance, they 
fat down, and in form beſieg'd the town of Th 
rataba. In the mean time, Pontus Pilate, get- 
ting an intelligence of their motions, ſent a 
party to poſſeſs themſelves of Garizim, whilſt 
he, with the remainder of his horſe and foot, 
fell upon thoſe who laid fiege ro Thyrataba ; 
and putting them to the rout, made many of 
them priſoners. Then examining into the ſtate 
of the caſe, he cut off the heads of all thoſe 
who he found had a principal hand in the ſe- 
dition. | 1 os 

Hereupon, the Samaritans ſent a deputation 
to Vitellius, governor of Syria, praying him 
to take notice that Pz/ate- had injuriouſly at- 
cached them, and without form of proceſs, or 
the leaſt colour of reaſon on his fide, condem- 
ned many of them to death. They likewiſe 
begged him to conſider that thoſe who had aſ- 
ſembled themſelves near Thyrataba, did no more 
than in their own defence, reſiſt the yiolences 
of Pilate. On this complaint, Vitellius imme- 
diately ſent Marcellus to take upon him the 
government of Fudea, and ordered Pilate to 
go and juſtify himſelf before the emperor. _ 

Pilate durſt not but ſhow a ready compli- 
ance ; however, as he made no great haſte, he 
did not reach Rome till after Tiberius's death: 
And then being ſummoned to appear beſore 
the new emperorg. and convicted of many acts 
of violence and injuftice, he was baniſhed to 
Vienne in Dauphine, for lite. But as in this 
diſgrace he had nothing elſe to think of but 
time paſt, ſuch a review of wickedneſs Se 

ar 


Ariſtobulus, whom Herod his father had put 
to death, left behind him a ſon call'd Herod 
Agrippa, who received his education at Rome. 
This Herod Agrippa having a mind too large 


for his eſtate, ſoon run out his fortune; and 


therefore being no longer able to make a figure 
at Rome, he return'd to Fudæa, where, ſhut- 
ting himſelf up in a corner, he ſaw no proſpe& 
before him but to be ſtary'd to death. Cypros, 
his wife, did all the cou'd to ſupply and com- 
fort him; ſhe writ to his ſiſter Herodias an ac- 
count of the miſerable condition wherein he 
was. Hereupon, Herod, the husband of Hero- 
dias, had Herod Agrippa ſent for, and, allow- 
ing him to live in the city of Tiberias, ſettled 
what he thought a proper revenue upon him. 
Herod Agrippa being, ſoon after his arrival 
at Tiberias, rwitted in the teeth by Herod with 
his liberal allowance to him, from thence went 
into Syria. The governor of Syria entertain'd 
him, for ſome time, with a great deal of mu- 
nificence ; but then a miſunderſtanding happen- 
ed, which, cf a ſudden, reduc'd him to his 
former calamities. Having now nothing to 
live on, he promiſed himſelf a ſpeedy change 
of fortune, was he but in [zaly; but how to 
get there without money, was the thing that 
pinc'd him. He knew his own credit was ſo 
bad, that no body would take his note for the 
ſmalleſt ſum. In this difficulty, Marſyas, his 
freed man, procur*'d him ſome money. 
Agrippa, thus furniſh'd, made his way to 
Anthedon, and was juſt ready to take ſhipping, 
when the governor of Fammu had him arreſted 
by his ſoldiers, on account of three hundred 
thouſand drams he had lent him out of the ex- 
chequer at Roe. Agrippa made him a faith- 
ful promiſe to ſtay, but night no ſooner ap- 
proach'd, than he ſer out for Alexandria ; and 
there having borrow'd two hundred thouſand 
drams on the obligation of his wife . Cypros, 
whom he carried there with him, he then de- 
parted for /taly. 
On his coming to Italy, he ſent a letter to 
Tiberius, 1ntreating to be allow'd the honour 
to wait on him. Tiberius not only granted 
the favour, but received him kindly: But the 
very next day a letter coming to the hands of 
Tiberius, from Erennious Capito, ſignifying how 
ſcandalouſſy he had falſified his word, and fled 
out of Fudæa for debt; Tiberius immediately 
forbid him his preſence. | 
Agrippa was now in worſe difficulties than 
ever. In this plunge, he threw himſelf at the 
feet of Antonia, the mother of Germanicus and. 
Claudius; and ſhe generouſly lending him the 
ſum he was diſtreſs'd for, he was again admit- 
ted into the good graces of Tiberius. After 
this, he, by good luck, met with a Samaritan, 
who lent him a million of drams, which mo 
enabled him to diſcharge the debt he ow'd to 
the generous Antonia, as well as put him in a 
capacity to retain a handſome appearance at 
court. 
Tiberius begun now to take a liking to Agrip- 
Pa, ny ts recommended to his care 
o. 81. 7 


_ © himſelf the mi 


* 
the young Tiberius; not thut he really value® 
either the one of the other: But his manner 
was, under an artful ſhew of friendſhip, to dig 
often the way for a future quarrel, Agrippay 
inſtead of minding young Tiberius; employed 
his utmoſt abilities ro oblige Cains; In purſuit 
hereof, being one day at an aiting with Caius, 
he imprudently fell a wiſhing that Tiberius, 
might ſoon give way; Whieh accident; eonti- 
* nued the flatterer, would bring peace and hap 
© pineſs to all the world: And as to young 77 
© berius, the fon of Druſus, we ſhall ſoon find a 
© way to get rid of him. 

Eutychus, one of the freed meti of Agrippa, 
having over- heard the diſcourſe; was theteupon 
emboldened to rob his maſter; and being afrer- 
watds taken up for the robbery, he would ſay 
nothing before the officer of juſtice, but de- 
manded inſtantly to be carried before Tiberius, 
to whom he had a ſecret to impart; that con- 
cern'd the preſervation of his life. He was, 
accordingly conducted to Tiberius; and per- 
mitted to give his information. 
| Agrippe underſtanding that he had loſt the 
favour of Tiberius by Paething that his freed 
man had ſaid, got Antonia to bear his requeſt 
to the emperor ; importing, he wanted no more 
than to have the privilege to hear what his 
freed man could allege againft him. Tiberius 
made anſwer, If Euiychus, be a culumniator, 
© the hardſhips he has ſuffered in priſon have 
* ſufficiently revenged his maſter ; bur 1t he 1s 
© not, let Agrippa beware how he draws upon 

{chief which he muſt elſe ſuffer 
© from the hands of his freed man, 

Agrippa thinking his honour was deeply en- 
gaged in this affair, would not, for all this, diſ- 
continue his importunities. Rene wing, there- 
fore, his petition by Antonia, Tiberius was at 
laſt, prevailed on to give Eutychus a hearing 
in his maſter's preſence. And the freed man 
having repeated what he heard his maſter ſay, 
Tiberius, without giving himſelf the trouble of 
any further enquiry, called out to Macro, the 
captain of the guards, Chain for me, that man 
there. At firſt, Macro did not comprehend 
who he meant, and therefore waited till a freſh 
order; then asking him who it was he ſpoke 
off, I tell thee, ſaid Tiberius, it is Agrippa that 
thou muſt throw into chains, Hereupon, Agrip- 
pa was, in his purple robe, fetter'd, and, 
in theſe miſerable circumſtances, lay full fix 
months among other priſoners, till the death of 
Tiberius, and the favour of his ſucceſſor, re- 
leas'd him. 8 

Artabauus, king of Parthia, being now ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt all his neighbours, caſt upon 71 
berius all the contempt he was able. He not 
only uſurp'd to himſelf the ſovereign power of 
diſpoſing of the crown of Armenia, but writ 
Tiberius a letter, wherein, after having re- 
proached him with his numberleſs murders, 
with paricide, with adulteries, with fluggiſh- 
neſs, with luxury, and many other infamous 
crimes ; he at laſt concludes, with commanding 
him to be as quick as poſſible in fatisfying the 
juſt revenge and hatred of his ſubjects, by a 
voluntary death, mo 
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Artabanus was himſelf an implacable brute, 
and his cruelty ſuch, as drove many of his ſub- 
jects to fly the country, and go to Rome. 77 
berius, at their earneſt repteſenitation, named 
Phraates (who had been long an hoſtage at 
Rome) to be king of Parthia ;- but he dying in 
Syria, he next recommended to them Tiridates. 
He likewiſe nominated Mithridates, the bro- 
ther of Pharaſmeneſs, king of Iberia, for the 
kingdom of Armenia, giving orders, at the 
ſame time, to Vitellius, governour of Syria, to 
ſee theſe purpoſes executed. JOSH ee 

Hereupon, Vitellius, attended by the two 
honorary kings, begun his march, and having 
in his way thither, drawn the Albanians to his 
aſſiſtance, and brought about the death of Ar- 
ſaces, whom Artabanus had raiſed to the throne 
of Armenia, he ſoon after gave battle to the 
Parthians; and throwing about a report that 
their general was kill'd, obtain'd a compleat 
victory over them. Having thus driven the 


Parthians out of Armenia, he ſet Mithridates 


on the throne. After this, holding on his jour- 
ney with Tiridates towards Parthia, which 
country he had previouſly induced to renounce 
Artabanus, their king; he met with ſuch a ge- 
neral welcome, as made Artabanus rather 
chuſe a cowardly flight to Scythia, than ſtay 
and diſpute it with him. 1 
Vitellius being thus ſucceſsful in Parthia, 
_ earneſtly requeſted Tiridates to poſſeſs himſelf 
of all rhe ſtrength of the country, before he 
turn'd his thoughts to any thing elſe. But 7. 
ridates, who had a heart over-run with vanity 
and ſhow, inſtead of following his advice gave 
himſelf no farther care, than how to make an 
illuſtrious figure on the day of his ' coronation, 
Upon this, many of the noblemen of Parthia, 
deſerted him, and he was reduc'd to the neceſ- 
ſity of making an eſcape our of the country. 
Artabanus immediately recover'd Parthia, and 
with an equal tide of ſucceſs, drove Mithrida- 
tes out of Armenia, and ſettled that kingdom 
upon another of his ſons. Tiberius now ſued 
to Artabaaus for à peace, but to no purpoſe ; 
for nothing could at this time pleaſe the latter, 


but the ſame limits that bounded the empire of 


Alexander the great. ok 
Tiberius being now taking ill, Caius his ſuc- 
ceſſor, would let him have no victuals, preten- 
ding, that whatever he call'd for would but in- 
creaſe the diſeaſe. He likewiſe ſo over- loaded 
him with blankets, under the maſque of keep- 
ing him warm, that he put a ſpeedy end to his 
7.3 In this wicked enterprize, Caius was aſ- 
ſiſted by Macro, the captain of the guards, 
who no ſooner came to know that Tiberias's 
malady was incurable, than he wholly refign'd 
himſeif up to Caius, to be directed and com- 
manded by him after what manner he ſhould 
think fit. He died in the fortieth year of our 
Lord, the thirty-ſeventh of the vulgar ra, 
and in the ſeventy-eighth year of his age; ha- 
ving reign'd (including the two years he was 
partner to Auguſtus) four and twenty years, 
ſeven months, and ſeven days. 
Tiberius was a man of no ſmall skill in let- 
ters, but his extempory performances far ex- 
ceeded any thing he was able to do, when he 


- The Liver of u Hendon. = 


ſet himſelf to think. Had he died before A 
guſtus, he would have ſaved his character, and 
been conſider'd as a brave and ſucceſsful cap⸗ 


tain. | He ſurpaſs'd all mankind in the low, 


mean and infamous art of diflimulation, and 
at laſt took a delight in every thing that was a 
diſgrace to human nature. He ſtarv'd to death 
his wife Julia, the daughter of Auguſtus, and, 
by a long courſe of treacherous murders, was 
become ſo enamour'd with iniquity, that he of- 
ten wiſh*d that the world might be on a fire 
at the day of his death; and pronounc'd- Pri- 
amus a happy man, who did not die but in the 
midſt of the ruins of his country and kingdom. 
He affected much the company of Gramma- 
rians, and took a particular ſatisfaction in po- 
ſing them with idle queſtions; ſuch as, who 
was the mother of Hecuba? what was the 
uſual ſong of the ſirens, or mermaids? and un- 
der what name Achilles paſs'd among the vir- 
gins? Together with many other impertinen- 
cies of the like nature. One of theſe his com- 
panions, Seleucus by name, having for ſome 
time made it his buſineſs to get previous intel- 
ligence of ſuch authors as Tiberius read for the 
day, and by that means being fully prepared 
to ſhine in Tiberius s converſation ; -7iberius 
was beaſt enough to reſent even this endeavour 
to pleaſe. He inſtantly forbid the man his 
company, and, in a little while after, put him 
to death.. | T0113 D301 
He had an abſolute diſregard for every thing 
that looked like virtue, or religion, being, in 
the latter part of his lite, unable to ſpeak a 
ſentence without an imprecation. Damn me, 
was an ordinary ingredient in every phraſe he 
utter'd ; which ſcandalous and profligate form 
of ſpeech, is no other than a downright bra- 
ving, and hectoring, and challenging God Al- 
mighty to do the worſt he can. And tho? he 
was a Heat ben, yet even the light of nature 
might have taught him better things: For 
ſwearing and curſing is an impudent affront to 
the ſupreme being, and a horid proſtitution of 
his ſacred name, againſt all the reaſon, common 
ſenſe, and religion, of the world. TRY 
It has been remark'd, by other's, that Diony- 
us the elder, Hlla, and Tiberius, were the 
only tyrants that ever ended their days in a 
pleaſant and natural way. Admitting this to 
be ſo far true, that they did not meet with a 
violent death; yet, when we reflect that their 
own crimes were their puniſhment, and they 
from thence ſuffered-ſuch heavy wounds and' 
gaſhes in their conſciences, as made lite itſelf 
a burthen to them; we cannot but own, that 
life ſo protracted is a more inſupportable evil 
than the ſtroke of death, let it come with what 
torture it will. And thus the power of pow- 
ers takes often vengeance of guilty ſinners, 
even in this life, which, however impercepti- 
ble to the eyes of the world, is yet a puniſh- 
ment much weightier than any torment that 
could be inflictedeby the hand of man. 
As to Tiberius, though in his cups, and when 
ſurrounded. with flatterers, he might ſeem to 
laugh at a future ſtate, yet he was no ſooner 
alone, than he trembled at the thought, and 
felt ſuch terrors, pain and anguiſh, as can 8 
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ther be imagined nor deſcribed. He was him-- 
ſelf ſo ſenſible of the juſt anger of heaven 
againſt him, that he could not conceal it from 
the ſenate itſelf. What ſhall I write to you, 
* ſaid he, moſt worthy fathers; or how ſhall I 
write, or what is it that I ſhould not forbear to 


Caius Caligula, A. D. 40. V. AM. 37. 
Caligula, on his acceſſion to the empire, ſent 
Tiberius's laſt will to the ſenate, deſiring them 
to declare it void, and of no effect; For, 
© ſaid he, he could not be in his right ſenſes 
«< when he writ it; otherwiſe he had not appoint- 
© ed a boy for my partner in thE empire. The 
ſenate. immediately granted his requeſt,” and he 
ſoon alter diſpatch'd, out of the way, the young 
%% WA its 1 |. e egd 
Being brought up among the ſoldiers, he 
had the ſirname of Caligula from them, be- 
cauſc he wore little boots, after their faſhion. 
The army received the news of his coming to 
the empire, with a general applauſe, and he, 
alſo, had the approbation of all the reſt. of the 
people. The name of Germanicus, his father, 
and tlie terrible hardſhips his family had ſuf- 
fered, endeared the perſon of Caligula to the 
whole Roman ſtate. They knew he had him- 
felf ſuffer'd a great deal irom the'tyranny of 
Tiberius, and that he muſt, too, have periſh'd, 
if he had not been a man of extraordinary pru- 
dence; and therefore they promiſ,'d themſelves 
nothing but peace and happineſs under his 
ei... e 
Caligula's liſe had, indeed often hung by a 
very {lender thread; it was the manner of Ti- 
berius always to ſet artful traps: But ſo it 
happen'd, Caligula's artifice was not a whit in- 
ferior to his own. Numbers of ſycophants had 
becn tried upon him, and under a variety of 
maſques; ſome of them railing bitterly at the 
murder of his father; mother and brothers, 
hilſt others wonder'd that he ſhould patiently 
bear the repeated inſults, and barbarous uſage, 
Tiberius gave him; but all to no purpoſe, for 
Caligula's diſſimulations broke and defeated all 
their meaſures, He was never heard once. to 
complain; and the moſt ſavage treatment that 
Tiverias could throw upon him, met with no 
other anſwer from him, than ſeeming love, 
complaiſance and obedience. And there being 
ſuch 4 wide difference between his ſlaviſn ſub- 
miſſion to the will of Tiberius, and the horrid 
tyranny and deſpotick rage that he himſelf ex- 
erciſed afterwards; it from thenceforth became 
a common ſaying, in the mouth of every body, 
that © Never was there a better ſervant; nor a 


* worſe maſter, than Caligula. "SHUT IO 
In the beginning of his reign he never ſpoke 
in the ſenate, but with the utmoſt difference and 
reſpect to them, proteſting, he would always 
take there advice, and calling them his guar- 
dians. He threw open the doors of all priſons, 
recall'd ſuch as had been baniſh'd, and made 
out 2 general pardon. He would, with, a ſu- 
perior contempt, reject all informations that 
were brought him concerning plots againſt him- 
elf, aſſerting, that as he was conſcious to his 


- 
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own mind he had done nothing againſt; the peo- 
ple; ſo was he. ſure. that none of them would 
conſpire / againſt him. He ſhew'd; in all his 
actions; that he intended the good of the pub- 
lick, and af conſaquence the real intereſt and 
advantage of every particular perſon. Juſtice 
and equity ſeem'd the meaſure of his conduct, 
and he omitted nothing that might oblige the 
Per n un nad an £5 ooo 
He paid all the legacies that were contained 
iu the will of Livia, the mother of Tiberius, 
notwithſtanding that her ſon had ſet aſide the 
will z and likewiſe diſcharg'd thoſe that Tiberius 
had left, though his teſtament was nulled by 
the ſenate, He reſtored the people to their 
former right of ſuffrages; and re-ſettled all 
magiſtrates upon the ancient foundation of 
power. He unburthen'd the Roman ſtate of a 
good part of their taxes, and generouſly relie- 
ved the wants of all thoſe that had ſuſtained 
any damage by fire. Such dependant kings 
that had been diſpoſſeſs' d by Tiberius, were not 
only permitted to go back to their own domi- 
nivns, but had the tribute refunded: to them, 
which was collected during their abſence. In 
ſhort, for a little while he ſeem'd to be virtue 
it ſelf, A freed woman having, under the ty- 
ranny of Tiberius, bore the moſt exquiſite tox- 
tures, rather than ſhe would confeſs any thing 
to the detriment of her maſter; Caligula was 
pleas'd to ſay ſhe had ated a moſt heroick 
part, and therefore he gave her a very conſide- 
rable reward. ; 


The ſenate, who were nevet wanting in teſti- 


monies of reſpeCt to their emperors, to give 
a publick mark of their joy and ſatisfaction in 


his government, decreed to him, among other 


honours, a ſhield of gold, which ſhould annu- 
ally, on à certain day, be carried by the col- 
lege of prieſts, into the capitol. The ſenators 
were, at the ſame time, to walk in their robes 
next the prieſts, and the young nobility of 
both ſexes to follow, ſinging aloud a poetick 
narrative of his worth and virtue. The da 
of his acceſſion was likewiſe diſtinguiſh*d with 
a new name, to elevate the people into an opi- 
nion that their happineſs begun then to be 
fix d upon a new and laſting bottom. 

C. Caligula had no ſooner celebrated the laſt 
obſequies, or duties to Tiberius, and made his 
funeral oration, then he caſt his remembrance 
on Herod Agrippa, that had lain in irons fix 
months for his ſake. Having ſent for him out 
of priſon, he put a diadem, or crown, upon 


his head, and declar'd him monarch of the te- 


trarchy, that had formerly belong'd to Philip, 
his uncle. He likewiſe added, to his royalty, 
the tetrarchy of Lyſcanias, and, in exchange 
for his fetters of iron, made him a preſent of a 
chain of gold, that amounted exactly to the 
ſame weight. 3 

In the mean time, Vitellius, governor of H- 
ria, having, a little before 7iverius's death, re- 
ceiv*d orders to make war againſt Aretas, king 
of Arabia, had march'd his army towards Ju- 
dea, with a deſign to traverſe the country; as 
the neareſt way he could take to Fetra, 
where, notice had been brought him, that Are- 


tas had ſhut up himfelf, But, on his coming 
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the country 3 repreſented to him that 
their laws expreſſy forbid ſuch images and idols, 
as he carried on his enſigns, or colours, to paſs 
_ through their tetritories, he immediately gave 
orders to his army to change their rout, and 
take the ford of Jordan by another way. As 
for himſelf, it being then the feaſt of Pontecoſt, 
he went to Feraſalem, together with Herod the 
tetrach, and his other friends, and made his 
offerings to the Lord. And having continued 
| there three days, he removed Jonathan from 
the e of rhe high-prieſthood, and exalted 
Theophilus in his room. 

- Whilſt he made this ſhort abode at Feruſa- 
Jem, information came to him that Tiberius was 
dead. He therefore obliged the people to take 
an oath of fidelity to the new emperor. Fe- 
ruſalew was the firſt city of the eaſt that re- 
ceived the news, acknowledged the emperor, 
and put up ſacrifices for the proſperity of his 
government. Hereupon, Vitellius recalling his 
army, forthwith march'd them to the river Eu- 
pbrates, with a deſign either to force, or wil- 
lüngly obtain an honourable peace of the Par- 
thians. | 

artabanus, the king of Parthia, who had 
always expreſs'd the utmoſt contempt and aver- 
ſion to Dberius, made no manner of oppoſition 
to the peace, when he came to hear that Cali- 
gula was his ſucceſſor in the empire. Artaba- 
nus and Vitellius met a bridge, that they 
had erected over the Euphrates ; Artabanus 
ſhewed ſuch a forwardnefs to an amicable agree- 
ment, that he fell down and worthipped the 
Roman eagles, t r with the repreſenta- 


tions of Auguſtus and Caligula, that appeared 


imaged 15 the e And the conditions 
of peace being mutually ſigned, Herod Antipas 
invited both patties to an extraordinary en- 
tertainment he had drefs*'d out and prepar d for 
them in a tent, artificially ſer up in the midſt 
of the river. 

In the mean time, Caligula, who had hitherto 
been perſonating a part that was entirely op- 
poſite to the profuſe, abandoned, cruel and 
monſtrous dictates of his own natural temper 
of a ſudden let drop the prince, to teſume and 
ſhew himfelf, in ſuch a manner, As might in- 
form the world (to uſe the words of Seneca) 
what the ęgreateſt wickedneſs, back" d with the 
greateſ power, could be able to do. 

It would be a thing impoſſible to give an 
exact account of all the crimes this monſter 
was guilty of, His cruelty firft broke out up- 
on his own relations. . His grandmother havin 

one day taken the liberty to give him a modeſi 
advice, he afterwards heaped on her ſuch a load 
of indignities, as made her think life inſup- 
portable, and fly for refuge to a voluntary 
death. He infamouſly raviſh'd his own three 
ſiſters, and then gave orders they ſhould be 
ſent into perpetual baniſhment. "This ſentence 
was acordingly executed upon two of 'em, 
but the third eſcap'd it, by a natural death. 

Drafilla being the name of her that died, 
he erected a temple to her memory, as if ſhe 
had been a goddeſs ; and wickedly murdered 
ſuch as expreſs'd a concern at her death, as 


The Lives of the Hexons. 


to the confines of F424, the principal men of well as thoſe who ſhew'd none at all. 


ter Julia. 


At firſt, indeed, he 


e' The 
© former, ſaid he, have deſerved death, becauſe 
they envied the glory of my ſiſter, whom I had 
* exalted into the company of the gods; and 
© the latter, becauſe they ſhewed an inſeſibi- 
© lity at the loſs of fo amiable a lady. | 

He raged in lewdneſs towards males, as well 
as females, and violently took away numbers 
of women from their husbands. He made it 
his principal entertainment and ambition to 
thine and excel in the ſociety of dancers, play- 
ers, prize-fighters, and others who were accuſ- 
romed to perform a part in the publick diver- 
fions of the people. And his expences towards 
theſe, and other low follies of the like kind, 
were thrown about with ſuch a prodigal hand, 
that in leſs than three years he run out the 
fam of five hundred millions, ſeven thouſand, 
and ſeven hundred drams, which was left in 
the treaſury at the death of Tiberius. | 

He was ſuch an enemy to merit of all forts, 
that he capitally puniſhed innumerable perſons 
for no .other reaſon, He endeavoured to abo- 
liſh the law, and root out the memory of both 
Virgil and Livy,* deſtroying all the copies of 
their books he could meet with. He took a 
pleaſure in depreſſing all honourable families, 
and wherever he chanced to ſee an extraordi- 
nary ſer of features, envy fo burned within 
him, that he could not reſt till he had cruel! 
detormed the perſon. He likewiſe was baſe 
enough to renounce his grandfather Agrippa, 
on account of his mean deſcent ; and, to his 
own ſhame, ſpread a report, that he was the 
inceſtuous deſcendant of 4ugn/tus by his daugh- 
And his illiberal ſaucinefs roſe to 
fuch a foul height, that he often commanded 
the moſt conſiderable men of Rome to ſerve in 
the capacity- of running-footmen by his cha- 
riot, and afterwards made them attend and aſ- 
ſiſt at his table, like common ſlaves. 

Among the reſt of his unparellell'd extra- 
vagancies, he took it into his windy head to 
command his people to worthip him as a god. 
pretended to afpire no 
higher than the ftation of thoſe whom the Ro- 
mans call'd demi-gods, ſuch as Hercules, Bac- 
chus, and the reſt of that inferior claſs ; but 
when once his hand was in, he ſoon mounted 
himſelf into an equality with the great gods, 
whom the Roman idolaters had always wor- 
thipp'd with the profoundeſt refpe&. He ri- 
diculouſly aflum*d the diſtinctions, or marks of 
theſe ſeveral deities, at one time making an ap- 
pores with wings to his feet, and a wand in 

is hand, like Mercury; at another with a glit- 


tering crown upon his head, a bow and arrows 


in his left hand, and the graces figured on his 
right ſide, like Apollo; and ſometimes with a 
ſword, buckler, head- piece, and other the cog» 
nizances of Mars. 

He would fometimes call himſelf the bro- 
ther and high favourite of Jupiter, and often 
Jupiter himſelf; imitating the found of thun- 
der, and a ſpecies of lightning, with machines. 
And when thunder really happened, he would 
impiouſly throw up a ſtone towards heaven, pro- 
nouncing theſe blaſphemous words; Kill me, er 
Iwill kill thee. He made it his conſtant occu- 

pation 
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and affronts, that he drove him to ſuch a ſtate 
of madneſs, as made him cut his own throat. 


pation to make the world believe that the moon 
was his wite, and he generally us'd to invite 
her to his bed, when ſhe chanc'd to be at the 
full. 1 
He had brought him, out of Greece, all the 
moſt curious ſtatues of their gods, and, pn 
them in his own palace, he took off each o 
their heads, and then ordering the figure of his 
own ſtupid head to be fix'd upon all of them, 
it was a great pleaſure to him to think that he 
mould be worſhipp*d under the repreſentation 
of ſo many different divinities. He built a 
temple within the palace, and there erecting a 


- moſt coſtly ſtatue, at full length, for himſelf, 


had it every day new-cloathed in the ſame ha- 
bit that fell out to be his own. He appointed 
- a certain number of prieſts and prieſteſſes, of 
the moſt honourable families in town, for the 
' ſervice of his temple, making them, at the ſame 
hour, purchaſe their dignity at a very dear 
rate; and, to honour this ſodality, or tellow- 
ſhip, of prieſts and prieſteſſes, he entered him- 
ſelt and his horſe among the number. Their 
chief employment was, to offer {acrifices to the 
aforeſaid ſtatue; and nothing but the moſt rare 
and valuable birds were allow'd to be kill'd 
for the uſe. 
The whole Roman people, as well as the 


ſub jected provinces, the 7ews only excepted, 


ſcem'd to entertain no other emulation, than 
who ſhould teſtify the greateſt homage to their 
new god, and, of conſequence, by their groſs 
and abject flatteries, gave a prodigious litt to 
the vain and inſolent arrogance of the fooliſh 
man. All the cities raiſed temples and altars 
to him, and gave his ſtatue a rank amonſt the 
reſt of their gods. The leaſt compliment they 
paid him, was, to {wear by his mighty genius; 
but which of the two, their folly, or his, was 
the moſt finiſh'd and abominable, it would not 
be an eaſy matter to determine. 

After Caligula had put to death young Tibe- 
rins, under a pretext that he was heard to wiſh 
and deſire his death, he went on in a continu'd 
courſe to murder others. Being once ſeized 
with a fit of illneſs, Publins Africanus Potitus, 
as an evidence of his inſuperable concern for 
the recovery of the emperor, took an oath to 
devote himſelf to death, in the caſe that he 
| ſhould obtain his health again: And Afranius 
Secundas, a knight, having, on the ſame ac- 
count, oblig'd himſelf to run the hazard of a 
fingle combat ; Caligula, inſtead of rewarding 
them in the manner they expected, put them 
to the neceſſity of fulfilling their oaths. For, 
ſaid he, I will have none 'of my people guilty of 
perjury. ks 25 

Marcus Silanus, the father-in-law of Cali- 
gula, was a man of great merit, and the only 
perſon of worth that had at once eſcaped the 
cruelty, and continued in the favour of the 
tyrant Tiberius; all appeals under the laſt 
reign, were, by the emperor, ſubmitted to him. 
But neither probity, virtue, nor the tie of al- 
liance, could make the brute, Caligula, uſe him 
with good manners. 
diſgrace he could think of. He not only di- 
Vorced his daughter, but ſo cloſely followed 
the poor man himſelf with intolerable outrage 
81. 


He caſt upon him all the 
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Caligula being, ſome time after, invited to 


the wedding of Calphurnius Piſo, he there 


Chanc'd to take a fancy to Fulvia Oreftilla, the 


-bride, and, accordingly, catried her home with 
him, and married her, highly applauding him- 


ſelf for imitating the example of Romn/us and 
Auguſtus. But ſoon growing tir'd of her, he 
condemn'd both her and Pi/o to perpetual ba- 


niſhment, under the pretence that they had cri- 


minally convers'd together during the ſhort 
{ſpace wherein he had own'd her for his wife. 
He made it his particular delight to be pre- 
ſent at all ſhows, which might give an occaſion 
to ſpill blood; and, to that purpoſe, he would 
ſometimes force gentlemen to engage in a duel, 
and, at another time, range out a ſort of bat- 
tle, wherein many were to fight of each fide ; 
by which means, he deſtroy'd numbers of the 
people. He would, at one of theſe exerciſes, 
iſſue out a command to take ſuch a number of 
the people that ſat on the benches, and throw 
them down to the wild beaſts, obliging them 
to fight, - and ſupply the want of condemned 
malefactors; and, to the end they might not 
have it in their power to cry out, or complain 
of the violence and injuſtice done them, he 
caus'd all their tongues to be cut our. 
- He once conſtrain*d an illuſtrious knight to 
fight a common gladiator, pretending, that he 
had diſreſpected and inſulted Agrippina, his 


mother; and, notwithſtanding he came off vic- 


torious, he had him tried by his judges, and 
condemn'd to death. Nor could this inhuman 
action ſatisfy his brutal revenge; tor he, like- 
wiſe, coop'd up the gentleman's father, toge- 
ther with all his friends and acquaintance, in an 
iron cage, and afterwards conſign'd them to 
death, without the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon, or 
bringing againſt them any manner of fault. 
And becauſe he did not think that the accuſ- 
tomed places or ſports and games were ſuffi- 


cient to anſwer the deſign, other parts of the 


town were mark' d out, the houſes that ſtood 
In the way pull'd down, and ſuch enlargements 
made, as might thoroughly gratiſy the helliſh 
call of his own temper. 7 

Theſe new enterprizes, and his other riotous 
vanities, being attended with a continual ſeries 
of rapine, plunder, and maſſacres, drew upon 
him the univerſal hatred and imprecations of 


the people. It was a common practice with 


him to bid an entertainment ſuch of the ſe- 
nate, or principal men of Rome, whoſe worthy 


character had render*d the objects of his diſ- 
pleaſure, and then murder'd them privately ; 


' diffuſing, afterwards, a report that they had 


ſlain themſelves. And in this manner did he, 
likewiſe, diſpatch Prolemæus, the ſon of king 
Juba (who was the grand- child of M. Anthony, 
and his own couſin), and Macro, and his wife 
Ennia, notwithſtanding they had been the 
chief inſtruments by which he mounted to the 
throne. | | 
Caligula ſeeing, one day, ſome dirt lying in 
the ſtreet, made it be carefully taken up, and' 
wrapp'd within the robe of Ve/pajzan, who was 
then ædile, or city-ſurveyor, and had the 
10 Z charge 
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charge of keeping the ſtreets clean. Veſpaſian 
receiv'd the affront with admirable patience ; 
nor did the people make any reflections upon 
it, at the time. But when they afterwards ſaw 
Veſpaſian advanc'd to the empire, they could 


not help reflecting, that the above accident 


had by providence been directed towards him, 
as the perſon who would in time coming purge 
Rome of irregular and lawleſs practices, and 
reſtore property. and juſtice, which had, for the 
moſt part, been terribly violated ever ſince the 
civil wars. | 

As he was one evening at the theatre, the 
people gave a ſhout of wiſhes for the health 
and proſperity of their young emperor, This 
e e he conſidered as a great affront up- 
on him, and therefore reveng'd it, by the ſlaugh- 
ter of many of them. dome were knocked 
down, and butchered, as they ſar, and a mul- 
titude of others were killed, as they endeavou- 
red to make their eſcape. | | 

Executions, of this bloody fort, were meat 
and drink to him. The ſpectators having ar 
one of the public games made a greater noiſe 
than was acceptable to him, he got up, in a 
ſtrong fury, and, gnaſhing upon them with his 
teeth, bellow'd out theſe words: Would to hea- 
ven the whole people of Rome had but one head, 
that I might have the tickling ſatisfaction to de- 
ftroy them all at one blow, He was ſuch a ty- 
ger in his nature, that he ſeldom inflicted 
death in the ordinary way, torturing them a 
long while before he would ler the finiſhing 
ſtroke be given ; it being a uſual ſaying of his, 
Let the criminal be puniſhed ſo as he may feel 
himſelf a dying. He condemn'd a poet to be 
burnt alive, for making uſe of a phraſe that 
would admit a double meaning ; and having, 
ſoon after, put to death a man through a miſ- 
take of the name, he only ſaid, It is no mat- 
ter; this had not fallen upon him, if he had not 
deſerved it. Let the world hate me, ſo they but 
fn. 55 

He often us'd to ſit down, and heavily 
mourn the wretched ſtate and condition of his 
own reign, becauſe it had not hitherto been 
made remarkable by any terrible calamity. 
Auguſtus's memory, he faid, would for ever be 
preſerved, by the ſignal deſtruſtion that befel 
Varus and his legions; and Tiberius's name 
would be kept in remembrance by the fall of the 
amphitheatre at Fidenæ, under whoſe ruins ma- 
ny thouſands periſhed : But, as to his own part, 


the proſperity of his people would make him to be 


forgot. And with the ſame infectious breath, 
he would ardently wiſh, that a general flaugh- 
ter might overtake his armies, or ſome dreadful 
famine, peſtilence, fire, or earthquake, happen, 
to ſwallow up a multitude of the people. 

As wiſdom among men is almoſt as rare a 
thing to be met with, as a phœnix among the 
birds, and the bulk of the world extend not 


their views beyond the preſent time; the many 


cruelties and acts of injuſtice that had been 
committed, duting the government of Auguſius, 
were quite loſt, and obliterated, under the ſuc- 
ceeding reign of the more bloody and unjuſt 
Tiberius. What has formerly been tranſacted, 
is ſoon forgot; inſtant ſufferings, only, create 
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pain. The whole adminiſtration of Auguſtus 
was, in the lump, taken for an exalted ſtate of 
happineſs ;. whilſt they look'd upon the conduct 
of Tiverius,as ſuch a degree of rage and impie- 
ty, as could never afterwards be equali'd by 
any other man. But now they found, that the 
tip of Caligula's nails could wound deeper 
than the whole body of his predeceſſor. 

The Fews being the only perſons within the 


empire of Rome that refuſed to worſhip Cali- 
gula, was the great cauſe that excited his in- 


dignation againſt them. He had made Avilius 
Haccus governor of Z#gyptr, one who valued 
neither honour nor juſtice, ſo he could but flat- 
ter and oblige his maſter. This fellow, there- 
fore, took a pleaſure in maltreating the Fews. 

Herod Agrippa having obtain'd leave of Ca- 
ligula, about the beginning of the ſecond year 
of his reign, to make a viſit to his new king- 
dom, fer out by the way of Agypt, and ſoon | 
after arriving at Alexandria, entered that city 
by night. The ſplendor and magnificence that 
appeared in the dreſs of his guards, and all his 
other equipage, was ſuch an eye-ſore to the 
Alexandrians, as they could not reflect upon 
bur with the utmoſt malice and jealouſy, 
hey could by no means reconcile themſelves 
to the oſtentatious finery of this Fewiſh king. 
They, therefore, attacked him with moſt cut- 
ting jefts and fatyrs, and were therein under- 
hand ſupported by Flaccus, who deteſted the 
Jews, and inwardly boiled at the proſperity of 
Agrippa. Flaccus privately reproached and 
rallied him, at the ſame time that he apparently 
entertained him with all manner of reſpect. 

There liv'd at Alexandria a tool, by name 
Carrabas, who walked naked about the ftreets, 
and was the common ſport of the children. 
The Alexandrians carried the poor idiot to the 
gymnaſium, or place of public exerciſes, and 
having ſeated him in a high place, from whence 
he might be ſeen by all the people, they ador- 
ned his head with a crown made out of the 
leaves of the Z2yptian ruſh, put a piece of an 
old mat on his ſhoulders, by way of a royal 
mantle, and gave him a reed in his hand, in- 
ſtead of a cepter. Having thus equipp'd him, 
they begun their proceſſion through the city. 
A party of them walk' d before him, with ſticks 
ſhoulder'd, for want of halberts, and the reit 
follow'd arm'd in the fame manner. Some 
preſented him their petitions, others requeſted 
him to do them juſtice, whilft a knot ot poli- 
ticians were conſulcing with him upon affairs of 
ſtate, After this, they made the air ring with 
their acclamation of Leng live the king, Such 
was the treatment that Herod An rippa found at 
Alexandria. | | 

The Alexandriaus finding that Flaccus took 
no notice of their inſolence, aſſembled them- 
ſelves ſoon after, and, with one conſent, agreed 
to ſet up Caligula's ſtatues in all the ſynagogues 
of the Fews. But in regard the Jets would 
not ſubmit to their demand, they either threw 
or burnt their religious houſes down to the 
ground. And where they happened to be 0- 
ver- powered with the Fews, they yet would 
ſteal an opportunity, and erect Caligula's ſta- 
tues in the places of worſhip. 

Aſter 
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After this Faccus publiſh'd an edict, de- 
claring all the eus to be foreigners, that is to 
ſay, he depriv'd them of the rights and privi- 
leges of citizens. And now the Alexandrians 
concluding they might with impunity exert 
what ſpite they pleas'd againſt them; they o- 
blig*d the Fews to take up their reſidence. in a 
particular quarter of the city: This done, they 
violently enter*d their houſes, . and ſpoil'd and 
plunder*d them of all their goods. . 

- They regarded the Jews as a nation that 
the emperor and Haccus had entirely given up 
to their diſcretion; they broke into all their 
magazines, warehouſes, and ſhops, which were 
at this time lock'd up, on account of the pub- 
lick mourning for the ſiſter of Caligula, and 
thence carried off whatever they thought fit. 
All theſe outrages were committed in the face 
of day, and they publickly ſhew'd and divided 
their plunder. And the quarter aſſign'd to the 
Fews for their habitation, being too little to 
contain their number, many of them were for- 
ced to live in the open air, and ſo died by the 
exceſſive heat of the climate. 5 

The Fews could not have been worſe us'd, 
had they been beſieg'd by an enemy. They 
were not even permitted to ſtir out, in order 
to purchaſe the neceſſaries of life, Such of 
them as by ſtealth crept out to get proviſions, 
were often ſeiz'd by the Alexandrians, maſla- 
cred, and cut to pieces. Nor did the Jews, 


that came to Alexandria, from other parts of 


the country, meet with a better reception; for 
as ſoon as any ſhip or veſſel, belonging to the 
eus, came to port, they boarded her, pillag'd 
the merchandize, and then burnt her, together 
with all the perſons that were a- board. 
Theſe murderers would ſometimes burn 
whole families within their houſes, ſhewing no 
degree of compaſſion either to old or yd ung. 
And they had already ſo glutted themſelves 
with the riches of the Jes, that they would 
often conſume them by fire, goods and all. 
When wood fail'd them, they had recourſe to 
little thorns and ſticks, which making but a 
ſlow fire, put the Fews to inexpreſſible tor- 
ments, before it diſpatch'd them. They would 
at other times faſten ropes to their feet, and ſo 
drag them about the ſtreets, till their bodies 
were battered to pieces. The ruffians, during 
theſe barbarities, would, as in a farce, weep 
over thoſe they were going to execute; but if 
any of their unhappy relations expreſſed the 
leaſt mark of concern, they inſtantly ſeized 
them, and with innumerable torments put them 
to death, | 5 
Hlaccus, the governor could eaſily have 
prevented theſe villainous enormities, but he 
patiently ſtood off, authorizing them, all the 
while, with his ſilence: And, indeed, he was 
glad of any opportunity that might vex and 
aſflict them. Auguſtus had, out of their own 
nation, eſtabliſhed a court of judicature among 


them, conſiſting of their moſt able, wiſe, and 


honourable men; eight and thirty of whom did 
Flaccus cauſe to be apprehended, bound with 
cords, and brought to the theatre, when the 

were celebrating the birth-day of Caligula 
He then ordered them to be publickly ſcour« 


"© , 
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ged, and that with ſo much ſeverity, chat ſe- 
veral of them died upon the ſpot, and others 
did not recover in a long time after. 

At the ſame ſolemnity were many other Jews 
ſeiz'd, by an order of the governor, and forth- 
with executed, 'The people of Alexandria 
met every morning at the theatre, were , ſome 
or other of the Fews were always made: to be- 
gin rhe cruel diverſion of the ſpectators. They 
would firſt torture them by a variety of ways, 
and, laſt of all, hang them up upon gibbets. 
Wherever they found a Fewiſh woman, they 
would ftop her, and expoſe her to the view of 
the publick, in a ſhameleſs manner ; after this, 
they would call for ſome pork, and command. 
them to eat a piece of it. Thoſe that gave a 
ready compliance, were immediately releaſed ; 
bur ſuch as refuſed to taſte, were ſure to un- 
dergo all ſorts of ignominy and torture. Theſe 
calamities of the Fews laſted for about two 
months, and did not end till the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles, which was ſolemniz'd on the fifteenth 
day of the month 7:zr:, anſwering to our 
months of September and October. 

Herod Agrippa having received an 1ndifterent 
treatment at Alexandria, ſoon leit it, terribly. 
offended both with the inhabitants and their go- 
vernor. On his arrival at his dominions (which 
conſiſted of Trac honitis and Iturea, and had 
formerly been pofleſs'd by his uncle Philip, un- 
der the name of a tetrarchy), a general ſur- 
prize follow'd through all the countries round 
about. They had before ſeen him in a "ay 
miſerable condition, over-run with debt, an 
the contempt of every body; and to find him 
now return, in puiſſant and mighty circumſtan- 
ces, with all the honours, and dignities, and 
title of a King, and high likewiſe in the fa- 
your of the emperor ; was ſuch a wonder, as 
amus'd and engag*d their attention for a con- 
ſiderable time after. 

The firſt thing that Herod applied his 
thoughts to, was, to procure for the Fewws in 
Agypt a ſpeedy relief againſt the violences of 
Flaccus and the Alexandrians, He immediatel 
writ a letter to Caligula, giving a full ſtate of 
their caſe, and incloſing a copy of the memo- 
rial, which the TORT had - put. into the hands 
of Flaccus, with an, humble deſire to have it 
tranſmirted to the emperor, but was by him 
fraudulently kept back. The emperor, on read- 
ing this memorial, which abounded with moſt 
profound teſtimonies of reſpect to him, was ſo 
provoked at the miſconduct of Flaccus, that 
he inſtantly ſent Buſſus, the centutian, with 
the ſoldiers that were under his command, to 
arreft and bring him in chains to Rome. 

On the news that Flaccus was made a pri- 
ſoner, the Jews underſtood it as a trap artfully 
laid to involve them in freſh adverſities; but 
when they were on all hands aſſured, that their 
mortal foe was in real cuſtody, they then with 
one heart roſe into a joy, that made them 
quickly forget all their paſt ſorrow. 'I hey re- 


/ 


turn'd thanks to God that had deliver'd them 
out of their affliction. They ſpent the night 
in devout exetciſes, and, when morning came, 
aſſembled themſelves by the ſea-ſide, to offer 
up their praiſes, in regard they had no ſyna- 
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ter, and, on peruſing it, demanded of Herod if 


gogue, or place for religious worſhip, left un- 


"deſtroy'd, that had not been ſacrilegiouſly vio- 


lated by the inder. A 
Placcus was, on his being brought to Rome, 
condemn'd to perpetual exile, and a ſentence 


of confiſcation paſs'd on all his eſtates, perſonal 


as well as real. But he ſurviv'd his diſgrace 
but a very few months; for Caligula having 
one day demanded of one of thoſe gentlemen, 
whom he had recall'd out of baniſhment on his 
acceſſion to the empire, how he had beguil'd 
and ſweeten'd the tedious hours of his misfor- 
tune; and being anſwer'd, that the time ſtole 
gently away, becauſe he principally employ'd 
It in hearty prayers for the deſtruction of 71- 


berius, and the proſperity of him, whom, he 


knew, would be his ſucceſſor : He of a ſudden 


iſſu'd out an order to put all thoſe, whom he 
had baniſh*d, to death, determin'd thereto by 


a ſuppoſition that their melancholy, in like 


manner, could no where elſe find eaſe, but in 
prayers and ſupplications levelled againſt him. 
Among the reſt, therefore, that periſhed in 
this general maſſacre, was Flaccus ; and no one 
of them fell ſo violently, for he was hewn in 
pieces, and thrown into a ditch. And ſo died 
the perſecutor Flaccus. F 
Herod Antipas, who had unworthily treated 
and deſpiſed Herod Agrippa, his own nephew, 
and brother-in-law, in the day of his adverſity, 
was one of thoſe to whom his unexpected ha p- 
pineſs and grandeur gave no little pain. That 
a man, who had but the other day been co- 
vered with wretchedneſs and poverty, ſhould 
now be advanc'd to a degree of honour above 
himſelf, was ſuch a wound to his heart, as he 
could not bear, either with patience, or decen- 
cy. His wife, Herodias, inſtead of endeavou- 
ring to mitigate his envy, made it her ſtudy 
to inflame it, and furioully rag'd at the proſpe- 
rity of her brother. She hourly beſieg'd him 
with all the preſſing arguments and motives 
ſhe could think of, to awaken his ambition, and 
at laſt got him perſuaded to undertake a voy- 
age to Rome, in order to ſolicit the emperor 
to confer on him the dignity and title of king. 
He ſet out on this viſit in the moſt magnificent 
manner he could deviſe, and ſoon after, atten- 
ded by his wife, arrived at Paso in Italy. 
Herod Agrippa (who was not a perſon of 
that elevation of mind, as to forgive injuries) 
making a ready judgment of the drift and pur- 
port of their voyage, laid himſelf out, with 
all poſſible diſpatch, to countermine their de- 


ſigns. He ſent one of his freed men, called 


Fortunatus, to Rome, with large preſents to 
the emperor, and a letter, wherein he accuſed 
his uncle of having ſecretly correſpended with 
Sejanus againſt the life of Tiberius, and con- 
ſpired, too, with Artabanus, king of the Par- 
thians, againſt the empire: And, for a proof 
of this, he aſſured him, he might, within the 
arſenals of Herod, find a ſufficient quantity of 
arms for ſeyenty thouſand men, 

Fortunatus having arrived at Baiæ, in the 
very nick of time that Herod made his firſt vi- 
ſit to Caligula, waited on the emperor, and 
preſented him with the gifts and letter of A.- 


grippa. Caligula immediately opened the let» 


would accompany her husband in his exile, and 


it was true that he had ſuch a large magazine 
of arms. And Herod being unable to deny it, 
was the ſame. moment deprived of his princi- 
pality, by the emperor, and baniſhed for life 
to Lugdunum in Gall, now call*d Lyons, and a 
city of France. Caligula had an inclination to 
pardon Herodias, and return the 9970 eſtate 
that belong'd to her, for the ſake of her bro- 
ther Agrippa; but ſhe, contemning the favour, 


be a ſharer in the misfortune, which her own 
ambitious folly had prepar'd for him. | 

This was the ſame Herod, that with his men 
of war ſet our Saviour at naught, and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and ſent 
him again to Pilate, Luke xxiii. Thus was 
Herod, and the inceſtuous ſtrumper, -his wife, 
puniſhed, for the barbarous murder they com- 
mitted on Fohn the Baptiſt, They were after- 
wards baniſhed from Lyons, to a little town in 
Spain, and followed thither with no other com- 
panions than anguiſh, dread, and deſpair, the 
uſual conſequences of guilt ; where they ended 
their days with ſhame, contempt, and diſgrace, 
Caligula gave Agrippa the tetrarchy of Galilee, 
which he had taken from Herod, and made him 
likewiſe a preſent of all his perſonal effects. 

In the mean time, Caligula cruelly went on 
ravaging and deſtroying his people, extending 
his mad rage to all ranks and degrees of men. 
Many perſons, of the firſt quality, were mark'd 
with a red-hot 1ron, and afterwards condemn'd 
to work in the mines, or repair highways ; 


whilſt others were ſhut up, like beaſts in a den, 


or ſaw'd aſunder. And as he was a fellow of 
an infatiable luxury, wallowing in all ſorts of 
coſtly delicacies, and often drinking moſt pre- 
cious pearls diflolved in vinegar ; this, together 
with his other extraordinary expences on games 
and ſhows, made him run to many violent, as 
well as infamous methods, to recruit his pocket, 
He put to death a great many rich men, a- 
gainſt whom he had nothing to alledge but that 
his revenue was out, and he wanted their mo- 
ney, He likewiſe furbiſhed up ſtews within 
his own palace, keeping runners and decoys of 
both ſexes, to wheedle in cuſtomers; and all. 
that frequented them, were highly commended 

for increaſing the revenues of Cz/ar. 
Caligula having, towards the cloſe of the 
year, publiſhed an edict, that all perſons ſhould 
under the penalty of being arbitrarily proceed- 
ed againſt, bring him new-year's gifts on the 
opening of the enſuing year; he, by that ſcan- 
dalous, and (before) unheard-of method, be- 
came maſter of an incredible ſum of money. 
For, as Auguſtus's ſurvey or deſcription of the 
people had let him into a thorough knowledge 
of the names, as well as circumitances, of all 
his ſubjects; a dread from thence aroſe, that if 
they did not liberally contribute, their lives 
would be forced to ſatisfy the revenge of the 
ryrant. They therefore gratified him in a 
manner that exceeded their abilities: And 
having, by this means, amaſſed a load of mo- 
ney, far beyond his expectation, he was 0. 
tranſported with joy, that he threw himſelf 
upon the top of the bags, and with the ſame 
| pleaſure 
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| pleaſure roll'd and wallow'd upon them, as a 


hog rejoices and triumphs over a heap of dirt. 


He at all ſeaſons diſſipated his caſh, in ſuch a 
roſuſe current; as no fund, how large ſoever, 
could anſwer the expence; which made him ſo 
inexpreſſibly rapacious, and greedy of other 
people's money, that rapine, injuſtice, blood, 
and murder, were the engines he daily kept at 
work to get it. 41 6 1 Oels 16 
Caligula's envy was of ſuch a ſhameleſs com- 
plexion, that it often burſt even upon the 
meaneſt of the people. Thoſe that had dex- 
terouſly acquitted themſelves at the theatre, at 
the chariot-races, or in running, or wreſtling, 
or any other diverſion, and were, conſequently 
favoured with: the general applauſe of the ſpec- 
.tators ; could not, yet, avoid his-heavy diſ- 
pleaſure. - Some of them he publickly con- 
demned to death, and others were privately 
diſparched by poiſon. He, however, ſhewed 
a partiality to that faction among them who 
dittinguiſh*d themſelves by wearing a green ha- 
bit, in regard he much affected to appear him- 
ſelf in a dreſs of the ſame colour; and took 
ſuch an immoderate liking to a horſe (call'd In- 
citatus) belonging to this party, that he car- 
ried him home with him, invited him to ſupper, 
fed him with guilded victuals, and preſented 
him with wine out of golden veſſels. He rai- 
ſed a palace for h'm, all of marble, gave him a 
manger of ivory, cover'd him with purple, and 
adorn'd him with a necklace of pearl. He ſet- 
tled a houſhold for him, and appointed his of- 
ficers of ſtate, omitting nothing that might en- 
able him to make a grand figure, at the recep- 
tion of thoſe who ſhould have the honour to 
be entertain'd by him at his houſe. It was an 
ordinary cuſtom with him, ro {wear by the life 
and fortune of this horſe; he likewiſe made 
him a ferious promiſe, that he would one day 
exalt him to the conſulſhip, and, in the mean 
time, preferr'd him to be one of his prieſts. 
Having one morning done the ſenate the ho- 
nour of a viſit, he there read a long diſcourſe, 
wherein he celebrated the virtues of Tiberius, 
and bitterly inveigh'd againſt the ſenators. He 
told them, among other things, © You have mal- 
treated Tiberius, and you have been the occaſion 
© of his death, by abetting and feeding the inſo- 
© lence of Sejanus, in ſuch ſort, that 1 ought not 
© to expect any good from you. After this, he in- 
© ?rodnc?d Tiberius approving his ſpeech, in the 
following words. You have ſaid nothing, my 
dear Caius, but the downright truth; for which 
© reaſon, you ſhould not value, nor love, nor, in- 
© deed, ſpare any one, of all theſe men, that are 
© here aſſembled: All of them deteſt and abomi- 


© nate you, and, which is more, wiſh you dead. 


No one obeysyou willingly. It is the practice of 
© mankind to careſs him who has the power in his 
* hands, according as they fear him; and the mo- 
ment he ceaſes to be formidable, they ceaſe to 
pay him reſpect.“ This done, he haſtily quit- 
ted the ſenate, and went to one of his country- 
houſes, that ſtood at a little diſtance from the 
city. | ; | 
The ſenators were ſo confounded with this 
ridiculous ſpeech, that. they immediately broke 
up, without being able to ſay one word upon 
81 | 


Caligula having, at this time, an inclination 


freſh water: re . LS 44 
After this, having fortified himſelf with a 
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the ſubject. But the next day they ſent àn ad- 
dteſs to him, wherein they gave him extraor- 
dinary praiſes, and; alſo, returned him their 
moſt humble thanks, that he bad hitherto been 


ſo gracious, ar not to take  awdy- their lives. 


They likewiſe ordain'd, that the day, wherein 
be had thus ſignaliz'd himſelf from the throne, 
fpould for ever be kept, as a day of rejoicing, 
and annually commemorated with ſacrifices to 
his proves” and clemency; And they after- 
. wards neglected no flattery, how low and mean 


foeyer, that they fancied could be of any uſe, 


to convince him of their flaviſh reſpe& ; pro- 
ceeding even to kiſs. his foot, when he admitted 
them into his preſence. For that was the man- 
ner in which he would be honour'd by all, that 
made their approaches to him. 


to aggrandize his name, as well as ſtrike a ter- 


-ror into the world by ſome extraordinary ex- 


ploit, reſolv'd with himſelf that the moſt pro- 
bable and expeditious method to effeët both, 
would infallibly arife from a march on horſeback 


over the ſea. He therefore gave an immediate 


command to build a bridge over the ſtreight 
which lies between Puteoli and Baiæ, conſiſting 
of above four miles in length. Hereupon, 
were aſſembled, all the ſhips, boats, and gal- 


lies, they could light on; and in regard they 


could not meet with a ſufficient number, car- 


penters were ſet at work to build more. This 


wonderful undertaking being, with much ex- 
ence of time and money, finiſh'd, he cauſed 
ouſes to be erected on each ſide of it, and had 
an aqueduct made for ſupplying the place with 


coat of armour, and put over that a Ne 
habit of purple ſilk, embroidered with gold, 


and ſet off with jewels; he couragiouſly run 


to his {word and ſhield, and adorning his addle 
pate with a crown of oaken leaves, offered a 
facrifice to Neptune and Envy, that they might 
let him paſs unmoleſted, and not ſhew their 
teeth at his good fortune. Then he begun his 
march from the ſide of Baiz, attended with a 
great army of ſoldiers, - horſe as well as foot; 


and having, in this wild faſhion, trampled upon 


the ſea, he returned to Rome; leading his troops 
in order of battle, to ſcare them into an opi- 
nion that he really intended to batter the city 
down about their ears. FOTO THO 
The day following he reſted his ſoldiers in 
the ſame ſort as it 1s cuſtomary to do after the 
fatigue of an engagement. This done, he con- 
ducted them back to the bridge, and dreſſing 
himſelf in cloth of gold, mounted his chariot, 
and paſs'd over it, at their head, with a moſt 
warlike and ſplendid equipage. His chariot 
was drawn by race-horſes, deck d out in a more 
then uſual finery, and that had often carried 
the prize. And all kinds of implements, ne- 
ceſſary to repreſent the ſpoils obtained of the 
vanquiſhed; made a part of the cavaleade. 
Darius Arſaces; the ſon of the king of Par- 
thia (who was ſent as an hoſtage to Rome on 
the late concluſion of the peace between the 
Romans and Parthians), was ſhameleſly mude 
the principal ornament ot the proceſſion. After 
11 A this, 


this, Caligula, as in duty bound, . conſidering 
— — 1 1 ſucceſſes, he 
and bis numerous body of men had thus at- 
chieved, got up on 2 high throne, which he had 
previouſly taken care to raiſe in the middle of 
the bridge, and from thence harangu d his fol- 
diers in the following words: Gentlemen, I 
© cannot enough admire the unparrallell'd dex- 
© terity ot your enterprizes, nor ſufficiently 
e praiſe you, for the many labours, tolls, and 
* difficulties, you have with honour ſurmounted ; 
< nor does it add a little to your glory, that your 
* intrepid hearts did refolutely, and without 
© fear, march over the ſe. | 
Having ended his wiſe diſcourſe, he fat 
down to a ſumptuous entertainment, provided 
for him upon the bridge, and in jollity ſpent 
the remainder of. the day, as well as the ſuc- 
ceeding night. His army, too, which all lay 
in veſſels round him, were magnificently feaſt- 
ed, and had as much wine as they could drink. 
The whole ſpace was illuminated, and, beſide, 
the neighbouring mountains, which envitoned 
them, were made ro reflect an illuſtrious light, 
by the help of numberleſs bonfires, which 


they had there diſpoſed, ard beautifully ran- 


ged, in the form of a half- moon. = 
But as Caligula was ſuch an impious wretc 
that he could reap no joy from any thing which 
had not a mixture of blood, he gave an order 
to his guarus to ſeize a number of his own 
friends, together with all thoſe whom curioſity 
had led thither, and rumble them headlong in- 
to the ſea. The people being, for the moſt 
part, overcome with liquor, many of them loſt 


their lives, whilſt others were providentially 


ſaved, by the means of a great calm, and the 
good nature of the ſoldiers. This horrid iſſue 


of his brain gave him ſo much delight, as in- 


flam'd bim to ſay, that Neprunc himſelf food 
in awe of his power. As to Darius, and Xerxes, 
ſaid he, they oug bt not to be named in the ſame 
day wich me, who have had the glory to perfect 
a work far exceeding any thing they could ever 
pretend-89.- 1 | 8 
This vain project having drained his pocket 


to the lees, he wheeled about his thoughts to 


his old murdering way of extracting money. 
He therefore laid a ſham accuſation againſt Fu- 
nius Priſcuts, one of the moſt principal and 
wealthy men of Rome, and had him inſtantly 
delivered over to death. And being afterwards 
told that the gentleman had been guilty of no- 
thin that merited the leaſt puniſhment ; he on- 
ly made anſwer, Has he then deceived me £ And 
is be dead ſo ut of time, and in ſuch an un- 
happy manner © He might have lived without 
Falling into any trouble. And in the ſame abo- 
ny way did he ſerve a multitude of o- 


Domitius Aſer, a man of great eloquence, 
having unfortunately put an inſcription: upon a 
ſtatue he had rais'd to Caligula, that, contrary 
to his expectation, happen'd to diſoblige the 
monarch; was, for no other reaſon, cited be- 
fore the ſenate, where Caligula in perſon char. 
ged him in molt bitter terms, reading a long» 
winded accuſation, grounded on the very ma- 
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terials from which Domitias had till then hop'd ' 
he ſhould receive a reward, «© 1 ꝛ 
Caligula had in this affair exhauſted the whole 
ſtrength of his rhetorick, in order to let the 
ſenate know that he could in elegant ſpeaking 
excel even Domitius, whom all the world rec- 
koned a conſummate orator; Damitius, who 
had art enough to ſmell the preſent ambition 
of the emperor, would not, by any means af- 
pire to the credit of being able to refute his 
diſcourſe; on the contrary, he took an oppor- 
tunity to repeat the ſeveral topicks, he had in- 
ſiſted on, commending, and highly praiſing, the 
wit, as well as the propriety, of every thing 
that had been ſaid, making a ſhew at the ſame 
time, that he had a leſs concern for his own 
life, than a regard to do juſtice to the extraor- 
dinary talents of the emperor. And when he 
was intreated by the ſenate to make his de- 
fence, he, inſtead of drawing aſſiſtance from 
the admirable advantages nature and education 
had furniſhed him with; put all his truſt and 
confidence in ſupplications and tears. He 
threw himſelf upon the ground, and there, for 
a long while continued proſtrate, humbly im- 
ploring pardon. Beſides, whilſt he lay thus 
extended, he had the management to make e- 
ven ſilence it ſelf give the emperor to under- 
ſtand, that he dreaded more the force of his 
fiyle, than he did the weight of his ſcepter. 
Caligula had the vanity to think he had, in 
earneſt, deteated the mighty orator at his own 
WEAPONS, and was therefore ſo fill'd and ra- 
viſh'd with joy, thas he let drop all his malice 
at once, and forgave the man. He likewiſe ad- 
mitted him into a ſhare of his friendſhip, at the 
inſtance. of Calliſ hes, his freed man, to whom 
Domitius had formerly done ſervices. - | 
Calliſthes having taken the freedom to remon- 
ſtrate to Caligula, that he had moſt unjuſtly 
proſecuted Domitius, and brought upon him- 
ſelf a great deal of needleſs trouble; the em- 
peror made anſwer, He would not for any con- 
ideration have fuppreſſed ſuch a happy accident, 
as had given him an occaſion to convince man- 
kind he was a compleat maſter of invincible elo- 
o oy Rl 9 
At the ſame time, Seneca, that moſt accom- 
liſhed philoſopher, miſs'd bur very narrowly 
eing put to death. For though he was nei- 
ther accuſed, nor, indeed, ſuſpected of any 
crime; yet having had the misfortune to dit- 
tinguiſh himſelf in pleading a cauſe before the 


ſenate, and in the preſence of the emperor, 


that very honour, which he then acquired, did 
ſo cut and rend the heart of the wretched Ca- 
ligula, that he could ſcarce fo far prevail over 
his on mind, as to let him live out the day. 
Seneca o_— inſtantly to perceive upon what 
a precipice of danger his abilities and force of 
arguing had thruſt him, made what haſte he 
could to get home; and there acquainting onc 
of his wives, in whom he moſt confided, how 
fatally he had ineurred the monarch's diſplea- 
ſure: I am, concluded he, rnpou the verge & 
death, and I really believe, nothing will be able 
to ſave me. The beloved ſpouſe immediately 
run to court, and entering into Converſation 
arts | n | WIn 
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with Caligula, -ſhe firſt amuſsd him with fade 
tious ſtories of an indifferent nature; and at 


laſt, with a great'deal of gaity, begg'd him 
to remember, that ſhe ſhould ſoon be a widow: 


For, ſaid ſhe, my husband is ſo far gone in a 


conſumption, that he has but a ſhort while to 


< live.” Caligula clear'd up his countenance; at 


this report, and gave himſelf no farther inqui- 
etude about the philoſopher. For, thought 
he; if the man harbours an executioner within 
his own body, what have I to do, to become 
his bucher? eee e 
Caligula, to give Domitius an aſſurance that 
he had intimately forgiven him, made him con- 
ſul, depoſing, with the ſame breath, the others, 
for no other reaſon but that they had lately 
celebrated the uſual games in memory of Au- 
guſtus's victories over Anthony. For, to the 
end he might never be withour ſome ſort of an 
excuſe for driving full in the face of the con- 
ſuls, he affected to appear deſcended rather of 
Anthony than Anguftus. And to ſuch as he 
condeſcended to open his ſecret thoughts, he 
© would,often ſay, * * not who, or what they 
* are, that ſucceed to the conſular power, in re- 
© oard, let them act how they will, they cannot 
© evite puniſhment. For ſhould they preſent ſa- 
© critices, or authorize ſports, they will fall into 
the guilt of having rejoiced at the defeat of An- 
© thony ; and if they do not make offerings, they 
© muſt incur the blame of ingratitude to the Gods, 
© in that they have omitted to expreſs an ac- 
© knowledgment for the victory of Auguſtus.” 
Hearing ene day that the grandmother of 
Lollina Paulina (who was married to Catus 
Memmius, a man of onſular dignity) had been 
the greateſt beauty of her time, he immedi- 
ately ſent for Loſlia out ot the province where 
er husband govern'd, and took her to wife; 
but, within a little ſpace after, divorc'd her, 
forbidding. any man, for the future, under pe- 
nalty of death, to approach her bed. He 
could keep conſtant to none of his wives but 
Cæſonia, and yet ſhe was neither young, nor 
handſome: She had been the mother of three 
daughters, before he vouchſafed to take notice 


ry 


of her; and, which is worſe, was a moſt luxu- 


rious and ſalacious woman. Notwithſtanding 
this, he loved her exceſſively, making her ride 
by his {ide in a military habit, adorned with a 


galden helmet and ſhield, in the form of a 


half moon. He would take a delight to ſhew 
her in this dreſs, to his ſoldiers, but naked to 
his friends, He had by her a little daughter, 
whoſe name was Fulia Druſilla; and he could 
be poſitive, he ſaid, it was his own, guided 
thereto by no other mark than its cruelty, 
which was, even at that tender age, ſo remark- 
able, that it would ſcratch and tear the faces 
of all the infants that were brought to play 
wich it. £ NOTES” | 
Licius Vitellius, a man of family, as well as 
great parts, having deſervedly obtain'd an emi- 
nent reputation in Syria, of which province he 
had been the governor for ſome years; Cali- 
gula, who kept - himſelf in a continual war a- 
gainſt merit, had him ſoon recalled out of Syria. 
For though it was to his military fame, alone, 
owing, that Artabanus, king of Parthia, came 


hand, he had to deal with the raſh 
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to ſign honourable articles of peace for the Ro- 

mans; and, alſo, offered ſacritices to the pic- 

tures of Auguſtus and Caligula; yet neithet 
that, nor any other conſideration, founded upon 
heroic worth, could plead his excuſe to Cali- 
gula. He vas, therefore outed of his com- 
mand, and ſummoned to put himſelf upon tri- 
al, on account of an accident in which he had 
no hand. It has been already told; that Vitei- 
lius had impoſs d a king upon the Parthians; 
and made Artabanus betake himſelf to a cow- 
ardly flight, and how the new monarch loſt 
all again by neglecting things of real moment, 
in order to ſettle and ajuſt the trifte of his 
coronation. This was all the crime that Cali- 
gula pretended to object againſt Vite/lius ; and 
though in other caſes he ſeldom make uſe of 
any cloak, for the vehicle of his malice, yet 
here he fancied an accuſation neceſſary, in re- 
gard the governors of provinces, who comman-' 
ded his armies, might elſe reſent it, when they 
{aw one of their own number ruin'd and undone 
for no cauſe. „ | 
Vitellius well knowing that envy, fear, cru- 
elty and ſuſpicion, were the chief directors of 
all Caligula's actions, and how little it would 
be to the purpoſe to truſt to his own innocence, 
or a regular defence; he firſt endeavoured, by 
all poſlible contrivances, to inſinuate an opinion 
into the emperor, that his character fell exceed- 


ingly ſhort of what the world had been plea- 


{ea to give him; and then (in a manner moſt 
unworthy ot a brave man) throwing himſelf 
at his feet, and watering the earth with tears, 
he made his adorations and prayers to him, and 
faithtully promis'd, he always would; for the 
future, make him the only (Heathen) deit 
he ſhould ſacrifice to, provided he would ex- 
tend his pity to him, and fave his life. 
Caligula was ſo overcome with this ſmooth 
cant and artifice, that he not only pardoned 
Vitellius, but ever after made him one of his 
prime councellors and friends, As this worthy 
emperor made a ſhew, one day, to be bulily 
employed, in imbracing and carreſſing the moon, 
he demanded of Vitellius if he had not ſeen her 
kiſs him. Hereupon, the arch-flatterer, Vitel- 
lius, immediately ſlunk down his head, ant fell 
a trembling ; then putting on an air of extreme 
fear, made anſwer; It is above the power of mor- 
© tals to look at the Gods; you Gods reſerve to 
« yourſelves the happineſs of ſeeing one another. 
Caligula having his mind quite broke and 
effeminated by his mad vanity, ſent now an or- 
der to Pontronius, whom he had advanced to 
the government of Syria, to erect a moſt cu- 
rious ſtatue for him, and place it within the 
ſanQary it ſelf of the temple of Jeruſalem; 
commanding him, at the ſame time, to take 
ſuch a number of troops ont of Syr/a, as might 
be ſufficient to execute his will, in the caſe that 
the Fews could not be brought to a voluntary 
ſubmiſſion. . W 
Petronius inſtantly ſaw the difficulty this 
commiſſion had involved him in; for, on one 
| and hair- 
brain*'d temper of his maſter; and, on the other, 
wich the Fews, who would. ſooner part with 
their lives, than ſuffer him to bring abour his 


purpoſe. 
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purpoſe. However, as he durſt not diſobey 
the mandate of the emperor, he ſer ſome able 
ſculptors to work, in order to raiſe the ſtatue 


deſir'd, and, in the mean while, begun his 


march to Judæa with two Roman legions, to- 
gether with a competent force of auxiliary 


troops. This done, he tranſmitted to Caligula 


an account of the ſeveral precautions he had ta- 


Ten, and in return, was mightily applauded, 


and likewiſe exhorted to make war upon the 
5 if they did not teſtify a ready obe- 
jence. kts | | 
Theſe preparations of the Syrian governor, 


ſtruct all the Jews with a very great ſurprize ;. 


bur when they came to underſtand the empe- 
ror's reſolution, they with one heart and voice 


declared to Petronius, that they could patient- 


© ly leſs their lives, but would by no means bear 
© to ſee their temple profaned. 
This wicked deſign of Caligula carried a 
quick alarm over all the country, and the Jews 
aſlembling themſelves from all ſlides, waited. in 
many formidable bodies upon Petronius. At 
firſt ſight, he concluded they had an intention 
to give him battle ; but when he taw; on their 
ncarer approach, that they made uſe of no 
arms, but cries, and ſighs, and groans, and 
beating of their breaſts, his ſuſpicion ſoon chan- 
ged into pity, and he was heartily for:y that it 
did not lie in his power to give them reliet. 
The Fews humbly repreſented to him that 
they had always been the moſt ſubmiſive and 
zealous ſubjects of the emperor; they were 
the firſt of all the eaſt to give their ſignal re- 
ſtimonies of reſpect to him, and their temple 
was likewiſe the firſt where facrifices were of- 
fer d for his proſperity : For which reaſons, 
they hop'd, he would not pretend to violate 
the ſacred rites of their temple. It we can- 
© not, ſaid they, obtain this favour, we will vo- 
© luntarily die, that we may not ſurvive ſo great 
© a misfortune, * | 
Hetronius having laid this mater before a 
council of his friends, was there advis'd to ſuſ- 
pend any farther action againſt the Fews, till 
he had writ to Caliguia. He therefore ſent 
him a letter, containing the many inconveni- 
ences that would unavoidably follow from an 
execution of his late command, and begging he 


would deſiſt from his putpoſe, in regard it 


would entirely fink the revenues ariſing to the 
Roman empire from thoſe parts. = 
Caligula was violently offended with Petro- 
nills's letter, and if fear had not with-held 
him, would have ſent back an inſtant order to 
put him to death. He always dreaded thoſe 
who were at the head of his armies, and took 
cunning and diſſimulation to be the only proper 
tools he could exert againſt them; and for this 


cauſe, in the letter returned to Pretonius, he 
highly extolled his prudence, but, withal, bid 
him loſe no time to tiniſh and conſecrate his 


ſtatue. 5 ö 


During theſe wild agitations in Caligula's 
mind, Herod Agrippa chanced to make him a 


viſit, and obſerving that ſomething or other 


had ftrangely diſorder'd him, he remained in a 
profound ſilence, ſor fear any thing, that he 
might happen to ſay, ſhould but the more of- 


fend him. Lou want to know, ſaid Caligula: 


© what it is that has provoked me: I am going 
© to tell you. Your Fews, thoſe marvellous fel- 


© lows, that alone, of all mankind, ſtand out 
© againſt acknowledging me to be a God, are re- 


© ſolved, I ſee, to draw upon themſelves the ut- 
* moſt calamities, rather than obey me. I only 


deſired them to place my ſtatue, who am young 
Fupiter, within their temple, and they, under a 
« pretence of requeſting a revocation of this or- 


der, have begun a general revolt. 


After this, Herod Agrippa, having invited 
Caligula to a ſumptuous and magnificent enter- 
tainment, which he had provided for him at 
Rome, took from thence an occaſion to beg the 
emperor to think no more of putting his ſtatue 
within the temple at Jeruſalem. Caligula 
forthwith granted his petition, and diſpatched 
an order to Petronius, ſignifying, that he had, 
for the ſake of Agrippa, let fall his deſign of 
ſetting up his ſtatue in the temple ; And there- 
fore, concluded he, you may ſend the troops 
© into winter- quarters. | 

About the ſame time happen'd a ſevere per- 
ſecution of the Fews in all parts of Aſia, whi- 
ther they had formerly been carried. It begun 
in Selucia, where fifty thouſand of them were 
put to the ſword. Such as ſaved themſelves 
by flight, tetir'd to Cre/phon, but to ſmall ef- 
feEt ; for the whole natives of the country, as 
well as foreigners, joined in a conſpiracy a- 
gainſt them, ſuch a general ſlaughter of the 
Jes followed over all Meſopotamia and Baby- 
onia, as left none of them alive, but thoſe 


who either quite eſcaped out of thoſe domi- 


nions,. or found a ſhelter in the ſtrong towns of 


 Nifitis and Naharda. And thus did the juſt 


anger of the Lord begin to pour out vengeance 

againſt that wicked nation, which had unjuſtly 

murder'd the Saviour of the world. _ 
Whilſt theſe things were a doing, was Cali- 


. Zula poſting on at his old infamous rate, having 


concelv'd a ſpite againſt a man of worth among 
the ſenators, he ſuborned a raſcal to watch him 
1ato the court, and there defame him aloud as 
a publick enemy. Hereupon the majority of 
the ſenate, who ſmelt the imperial trick, ruſh- 
ing upon him, ſtabb'd him with their iron pens, 


and then delivering him over to thoſe who had 


been hir' d for that purpoſe, they ſoon tore and 
lacerated him to peices. Nor was the rage of 
the imperial brute ſatiated, till the ſeveral 
parts and bowels of the gentleman's body, 


which had been ſcattered about the ſtreets, 


were brought and laid in a heap before him, to 
the end he might, alſo, glut his eyes with the 
cruel ſpectacle. 


— : : #S. « 


A man of note having often made him an 


humble and reaſonable ſupplication ; he inſtant- 
ly commanded him to be kill'd ; © For, ſaid he, 
© letting of blood muſt come in as a neceſſary mo- 
* dicine, where hellebore is found to be of no uſe. 


It being uſual for him, on every, tenth day, to 
ſign a warrant for the puniſhment of maletac- 


tors, he would then ſay, he had. cleared his ac- 
counts. And having one time ſeen a number ol 
priſoners paſs along, the firſt and the laſt ot 


whom happened to be bald, he ordered them 
all, for that very reaſon, to be put to death, 


2 : Be ſides, 
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' Beſides, his cruel and horid diſpoſition ad- 
mitted no abatement, either from change of hu- 
mour, time, or place; whether drunk, or ſo- 
ber, merry, or ſerious, he always continued 
the ſame inſupportable beaſt, He would of- 
ten in the midſt of a facetious entertainment, 
have nfiſerable wretches examin'd by torture, 
and others brought out of priſon, and behead- 
ed in the preſence of the company, who were 
eating and drinking with him. 

As he was a creature that did not think it 
below him to contend for trifles, even with 
the loweſt of the people, he one time encoun- 
tered a ſword- player, who willingly ſlipping 
a foot, and tumbling to the ground, with a de- 
ſign to let him have the victory, was by the 
monſter, barbarouſſy ſtabb'd with a dagger, as 
he innocently lay upon the ground. After 
this, he run and caper*d about the ſtage, with 
a greater face of joy than any other man could 
have ſhew'd, even after a gallant action. 
| Being at another time preſent at a ſacrifice, 
and dreſs'd out in the pretty habit of a ſacrifi- 
cer, he took up a hatchet, and with one blow 
diſpatch'd the man whoſe buſineſs it was to 
have kill'd the victim. And afterwards, going 
to ſup with the conſels, he of a ſudden broke 
out into an extraordinary fit of mirth ; and be- 
ing civilly ask*d by them what it was that ſo 
ſenſibly affected him: What ſhould it be, an- 
ſwer' d the mighty man, but that I can with one 
nod cauſe both your throats to be cut ? 

Having conſulted Apelles, the tragedian, 


which of the two, himſelf, or Jupiter, he took 


to be the greateſt perſon; and finding him a 
little dilatory in his anſwer, he violently ſcour- 
ged his naked body with his own royal hands : 
And as the poor fellow cried out under the 
agonies of torment, he fell a praiſing the ſweet- 
neſs of that voice which no circumſtance could 
alter. When he kiſs'd the neck of his wife, 
or any other of his amiable friends, he never 
fail'd to make the following remark : That 
pretty neck wants but a word of mine to be cut 
off. Nay, he would frequently boaſt, that he 
could even have the conſent of his heart to exa- 
mine his own dear Cæſonia upon the rack, and 
thereiy force her to tell him from whence pro- 
ceeded the great love he bore to her. 

The vaſt ſums he unjuſtly received, could 
not yet keep him from a ſtate of penury and 
want, His laviſh expence was not to be gra- 
tified. The utmoſt ſtretch of injuſtice could 


not anſwer his prodigality. He declared a 


multitude of reſtaments null and void, and ſo 
became heir himſelf. And by this means hav- 


ing trighten'd the greater part of his wealthy 


ſubjects to appoint him coheir with their chil- 
dren, he then called them mockers for continu- 
ing to live, after they had made their wills, 
and by the help of poiſoned ſweetmeats, diſ- 
patch'd a great number of them. * 

There was no fort of ſubſtance, either in 
the world of life, or in that of matter, which 
could bear a tax, but he impoſed one upon it. 
In all pleas and judgments, the fortieth part of 
the ſum in debate was his ſtated fee. The 
eighth part of what porters could earn of a 
day, ko rigidly exacted; and not only bawds, 
i 


dice, and other games of hazard ; and fuch 
vermin he would not only protect in their own 
lies and perjuries, but alſo aſſiſt in the qua- 
lity of a knight of the poſt himſelf. Nor did 
he think it any diminution to his majeſty to 
fir down with theſe ſharpers, and bite them 
out of their money. As he chanced one day 


to be thus honourably engaged, he immedi- 
ately threw up his game, to the great ſurprize 


of his dear comrades, and running out, laid 
hold of two rich knights, and had their eſtates 
confiſcated : Then returning, ſpoke in this 
manner; On my word, my friends, I never had 
a better run of luck in my whole life. He 
would often, alſo, turn broker, make a pub- 
lick ſale of trifles, be chief manager himſelf, 


and force people to buy at ſuch an exorbitant 
rate as he well knew would utterly undo 


them. | 


But theſe methods being yet inſufficient to 


ſupply his luxury and extravagance, and no 


farther hope remaining in Italy, which was quite 
impoveriſh'd by daily rapine and plunder; it 


enter'd into his mind to recruit himſelf with 
the ſpoils of Gallia (now call'd France), and 
the fertile province of Spain, He ſent com- 
miſſioners 1nto the latter, with orders to ſeize 
the eſtates of all the rich men of the country, 
and, in the mean time, marched himſelf againſt 
the other, attended with a very large army, all 
ſorts of proviſions, and warlike inſtruments ; 
not to mention the numerous equipage of dan- 


cers, gladiators, women, and horſes, that he 


took along with him. ad 
On his arrival in Ga/lia, his only care was, 

to hunt down thoſe who poſleſs'd great eſtates, 

either in money, goods, or land: Riches made 


the owner immediately obnoxious to his wrath. 


He himſelf preſided at the ſale of all move- 


ables and heritages, and thereby gathered up 
incredible ſums : And he was ſo delighted with 
this inhuman way of filling his coffers, that he 
had the moſt valuable part of the goods 
brought home to his own royal habitation, and 
there, in perſon, aſſiſting he would, in order 
to raiſe the price of his commodities, aſſure 
the buyers that ſuch a necklace was the very 
ornament his own mother had formerly wore 
this rare piece belonged to his father; and that 
other came from Agypt with Anthony. And 


theſe, ſaid he, were a part of the booty that Au- 


guſtus wor from his enemies. 

Whilſt his army lay encamp'd at the Rhyze 
he wiſely order'd ſome German priſoners to be 
carried with a guard, and conceal'd ina neigh- 
bouring wood, and . then an account to be 
brought him that the enemy was at hand. 
Hereupon, he couragiouſly broke out with his 
friends, and a party of horſe, and ruſhing into 
the harmleſs wood, ſet his ſoldiers at work to 
fell down the trees. After this, he rewarded 
the men that had follow'd him to this brave en- 
terprize, adorning them with a new ſort of 
crown, on which were figured the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars: But he ſeverely chid the ſloth and 
cowardice of his other forces, that had not da- 

11B red 


but common whores, were obliged to pay him 
a certain rate a head. He likewiſe reaped a 
very great profit from encouraging the play at 
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red to ſtir without their camp. And in this, 
and other ridiculous follies of the like nature, 
did Caligula conſume the time. | 


Adminins, the ſon of Cyncbellinus, king of 


the Britons, having, at this cime, fled from his 
father with a ſmall body of men, and ſurren- 
der*d himſelf to Caligula; the airy monarch 
was as much elevated with that little accident, 
as any other man could have been, had he, by 
force of arms, reduced the whole iſland. He 


inſtantly diſpatch'd letters to Rome, conceived 


in as high and ſublime terms as if he had actu- 
ally made a final conqueſt of the whole coun- 
try. And the poſts were particularly charged 
not ro deliver their meſſage, but in the temple 
of Mars, and before a full meeting of the ſe- 
nate. | 

| Theſe things being thus victoriouſly atchiev- 
ed, he led his army to the ocean, making a 
ſhew that he had no other project in his head, 
than to invade Great- Britain. He ranged his 


| ſoldiers, in order of battle, upon the ſea-ſhore, 


then thruſting himſelt into a veſſel, put out to 
ſea'; but growing quickly tired of that ele- 
ment, he came back again to land, and getting 
=—_ the top of a very high ſcaffold, from 
thence gave his army the ſign ot battle, and, 
in the midſt of all the military pomp and noife 
imaginable, bid them fall on, and gather cockles, 


and any other ſhell-fiſhes they could find. And 


having, in this manner, made himſelf maſter of 


a huge quantity of precious ſpoils ;. Which, 


£ ſaid the fool, he would make uſe of, as orna- 


ments to ſet off his future triumph at Ryme: 
He became, in an inſtant, ſo blown up with joy 
and vanity, that he was not aſhamed to call. 


himſelt the conqueror of the ocean. 25 
In memory of this wondertul exploit, he 
caus'd to be erected a high tower, or watch- 


houſe, commanding, that great lights and fires 


ſhould all nights be kept in it, for the better 
direction of ſeamen. me remains of this 
turret ate yet to be ſeen, at low- water, on the 
ſhore of Holland, and ſtones to be met with, 
bearing this inſeription: | oh 


C. C. P. F. Caius Caligula Pharum fecit. 
5 That is, 
Caius Caligula Bui li this pharus ? or light-houſe. 


He, doubtleſs, borrow'd the name from that 
prodigious one which Ptolomy Philadelpus erec- 
ted in the iſland of Pharos, It is ſuppoſed, 
that the emperor Severus afterwards repaired 
rhe watch-tower of Caligula, and made it a 
granary for the reception of corn, thither im- 
ported out of Britain; and that from thence 
it had the denomination of Britenbuis, that is, 
Britiſh houſe, which it retains to this day. 
Cambden tells us, that Zoſimus gives an ac- 
count, That corn was uſually tranſported out 
© of Britain to this place, and thence carried in 
© barges up the Rhine, for the accommodation 
« of the Roman garriſons. And Mercellus, alſo 


*fays, That Julian, the emperor, built maga- 


© zines for holding the corn that came our of 
© Britain to the ſame place. 
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Whilſt theſe uncommon matters were a do- 
ing, Caligula heavily accuſed the ſenate and 
people of Rome; loading. them with all the 
wrath he could deviſe, tor fitting at caſe, en- 
joying and feaſting themſelves at a time when 
Ceſar was expoling himſelt to all the dangers 
and fatigues of a terrible war. After this, hav- 
ing magnificently (as he thought) rewarded his 


ſoldiers, giving an hundred Roman pence to 
each of them (a Roman denarins, or penny, is 


ſeven pence half-penny), he gaily told them; 
they might now revilit Rome both with joy and 
riches, 


On his return to Rome, the ſenate were in- 


volved with great difficulties. They knew not 
whether it would be belt to celebrate the glory 
of his expedition, or pals it over in ſilence. 
However, they came at lait to a reſolution to 
ſay nothing: For, concluded they, ſhould we 


go about to magnify a trifle, the very attempt 


would look like a combination in us to cover it with 


ridicule. In the mean time Caligula mightily 


reſented the loſs ot thoſe extraordinary praiſes 
which they had neglected to pay him, and he 
begun to form a ſcheme for cutting off the bet. 
ter part of them, aud would too have at length 


effected it, had he not been prevented by a vi- 


olent death. | „ | 
Caligula taking it now in ill part that he 
ſhould have granted the petition of the Jews 


at the inſtance of Agrippa; he employ*d an able 


artiſt at Reme to make for him a moſt rich and 
beautiful ſtatue, with a deſign to carry it with 
him firſt. to Ægypt, and then going to Fer 
ſalem, ſecretly place it in the temple, before 
the Fews could have any notice of his inten- 
tion. At the ſame time, he writ a letter to 
Petrontus, importing, that ſince he ſhewed a 
leſs regard. to. the will of his maſter, than to 


the preſents of the Fews, he hereby command- 


ed him to judge and puniſh himſelt in ſuch a 
manner as he deſerved, who ought to have gi- 
ven an example of what reſpect is due to the 
orders of princes. In thort, he kindly infinu- 
ated, that the leaſt thing he could do, was to 
kill himſelf. But it was the pleaſure of God, 
that thoſe who were charged with this commiſ- 
fion, ſhould be detain'd a long time upon the 


| ſea; by which means, it came to pals, that Pe- 


tronius had an account of the emperor's death 
a full month before the arrival of this extra- 
ordinary lerter. 


The perſecution of the Jews at Alexandria 


did not ceaſe with the death of Hlaccus; the 
ſedirion went ſtill on in the city, and therefore 
to terminate all differences, the Fews, as well 
as Alexandrians, agreed each of them to ſend 
deputies to the emperor. Ihe Alexandrians, 
on their ſide, choſe Appion (whom Tiberius us'd 
to call the cymbal of the world), with two 0- 
thers ; and the Jews devolv'd their cafe on the 
learned Philo, and four others of their own 
nation. On their arrival at Rome, they found 
the emperor was in Ga/lia, and therefore were 
obliged to ſtay, and expec his return. 


In the interim, the Alexandrians having by 


large preſents, made Helicon, who was grand- 
chamberlain and an Agyptian, their triend ; 
found it an eaſy matter ro defeat all he Or 

fires 
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ſures of the eus. On Calignla's arrival; Phi- 


Jo and the reſt of his aſſociates waited on him, 


and were received with an open and ſmilin 
countenance ; but no more followed -at this 
time, than a ſuſpicion on Philo's part, that the 
emperor had, under a ſmooth appearance, en- 
deavoured to conceal his averſion to them. 
At a ſecond interview, Caligula was pleaſed 
to ſhew his teeth, and expreſs himſelf in the 
following manner : Are you then ſuch enemies 
* of the Gods, that you will not acknowledge me 
| *to be a God, whom all others readily obey ?* 
And then lifting up his hands to heaven, he pro- 
nounc'd ſuch a blaſphemy as Philo would not 
allow himſelf to repeat. Then rambling for a 
while about the lodgings, he came back to em 
again, and ask'd 'em why they did not eat 
pork. And being anſwer'd every nation had 


its different cuſtoms, and told by a friend of 


his own, that there was a country which would 
not touch lamb ; They have reaſon, ſaid Ca- 
* /izula, for that, I muſt own, is a moſt inſipid 
« kind ot victuals. . 
Appion next made a long inveCtive againſt 
the ſtrange madneſs of the Jews, who could 
not be induced to own the divinity of Caligula, 
notwithſtanding that all the reſt of the world 
worſhipped him. Philo deſired leave to make 


anſwer, but the emperor, inſtead of allowing 


his requeſt, immediately chaſed him down ſtairs, 


threatening, withal, that he had ſomething ſtill. 


worſe in reverſion tor him. Hereupon, Pho 


begun to be apprehenſive that the madman. 


would one day or other take away his life. 
And Caligula ſoon. after impriſoned Alexander 


Lyſemachus, the brother of Philo, who was the 


chief magiſtrate of the eus at Alexandria. 
Philo and the other Fews heartily wiſhed they 
had ſtayed at home, for they could meet with 
no redreſs from Caligula. x a 
Caligula being now intent upon an expedi- 
tion to Alexandria and Fudea, would not yet 
ſet out, till he could bring the wicked purpoſes 
to bear, that he had concerted within his own 
mind. The ordinary miniſter of his cruelties 
was Potogenes, who conſtantly carried about 
him two black books, call'd Gladius, or ſword, 
and Pugio, or dagger; and in theſe were re- 
gitter'd the names of ſuch perſons as the ty- 
rant intended to murder. He had there mark d 
down for ſacrifices to his humour, the principal 
men both of the ſenatorian and equeſtrian qua- 
lity. He had alſo a large cheſt, full of no- 
thing but various poiſons; which being atter= 
wards thrown into the ſea, ſo infected the wa- 
ter, that numbers ot fiſh were thereby deſtroy- 
ed, and caſt up by the ride upon the ſhore. 
This was the buſineſs that retarded his voyage, 
and theſe were the villainous inftruments by 
which he meant to effect it. Flt nee. 
Many plots had before been levell'd againſt 
him, but they all miſcarried, through want of 
ſecreſy and caution to conduct the defign. 
But Cherea Caſſius, and Cornelius Sabinus, two 
Captains of his guards, manag'd their part fo 
well, that though they imparted their contri- 
Vance to abundance of others, yet the matter 
was not divulged till they ſtruck the blow. 
Caligula had of a long time made it his plea- 


to a tolerable 
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ſure to affront. Cherea, calling him an eſtemi- 
nate fellow, and always giving him for a watch- 


word, Cupid, Venus, Preapus, ot. ſome other 


ridiculous name of the ſame ſort, And this 
was not the leaſt reaſon that diſpos'd Chærea 
to conſpire againſt him. 3 
Caligula having, on the night that happened 
to be his laſt, provided a royal entertainment, 
together with all manner ot other diverſions, 
within his own palace, and thither invited a ve- 
ry great company; he ſat down with them, and 
expreſs'd a loud ſatisfaction at the elegant pre- 
paration of the diſhes. Pomponius Secundus, 
the conſul, had the honour to ſit next him and 
often kiſs*d his feet. At length, the monarch. 


got up, with a reſolution to dance, and act a 


part in a tragedy; but, before he would begin, 
he had a mind to take a review of the youths 
that he had caus'd to be brought out of Greece 
and Ionia, in order to ſing the poems which 
were compos'd in his own praiſe. He there- 
fore left the theatre, and going through a dark. 
paſſage, was met by Cherea, who drawing up- 
on him, ſtruck him ſuch a blow on the neck, 
as laid him flat on the ground; but. then cal+ 
ling out, that he was ſtill alive, this made the 
other conſpirators advance, and finiſh him, with 
thirty mote wounds. There was not one of 
the whole aſſembly that offer'd to interpoſe in 
his defence: On the contrary, ſeveral of them 
were barbarous enough to taſte a bit of his 
fleſh. They likewiſe murder'd his wife, and 
daſh*d out tlie brains of his little daughter. 
Thus tell Caligula, after a reign of almoſt four 
ears compleat; for he came to the throne a- 
ut the beginning of March, in the fortieth 
year of our Lord (which is the thirty-ſeventh 
of the vulgar Ara), and was not (lain till the 
twenty-fourth day of January, in the year of 
our Lord forty-four, being the forty-firſt of 
the vulgar /Zra. | | | 
He threw up the man and the prince in lefs 
than a year's time after his acceſſion, and the 
reſt of his reign was a continu'd ſeries of ex- 
travagance, rapine, extortion, and blood. He 
was a man of a moiſt fantaſtick, light, and un- 
ſtable humour, finding but a ſhort ſatisfaction 
either in ſolitute or company, and often ſpurn- 
ing at flattery, as well as the plain truth. 
Thoſe that ask'd favours of him, did not offend 
him more than thoſe that demanded nothing : 
And as it was impoſlible to hit his temper, 
ſuch as happen'd to pleaſe, knew their luck pro- 
ceeded from chance, and not their own precau- 
tion.” Eloquence was the only. liberal ſtudy 
that he ever delighted in, and he had arrived 
proficiency 1n it, being never at 
a loſs for words to expreſs his meaning. He 
mightily ' valued himſelf upon it, and would, 
therefore, often go to the ſenate's houſe, and 
plead for or againſt criminals, according as the 
flow of ſentences directed him at the time: 
For it. was his cuſtom, whether he took the 
part of the plaintiff, or defendant, to change 
lides immediately, if he found himſelf in the 
leaſt word bound, or thought he could ſpeak 
better on the other fide, 
He was at once the moſt covetous man, and 
the greateſt ſpendrhrift, that ever lived, wading 
to 
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to money through ſtreams of blood, and then 
ſquandering it away upon caſtles in the air, and 
impracticable deſigns. He was the beſt ſword- 
fencer, coachman, ſinger, and dancer, of the 
age he liv*d in; and it would have been better 
for the man had he been born to one of theſe 
occupations : He might then have deſcended 
to the grave in peace. His nature led him to 
cruelty, and the curſed art of his wife Cæſonia 
made him worſe. She had been told a lie by 

uacks, viz. that it was in the power of me- 

icine to convey, as well as retain love. She 


therefore daily plied the poor Caligula with 


potions, which really addled and- contounded 
the brain of the man. For though ir ſurpaſſes 
the ſtrength of phyſick to infuſe love into any 
body; yet to diſorder the ſenſes is within its 
reach. ; | 

As ſoon as the rumour of his death came to 
be nois'd abroad, Caligula's German guards 
(who had always expreſs'd a great affection to 
him, on account of the vaſt advantages that ac- 
cru'd to them from his many bloody execu- 
tions), inſtancly tell on, and maſſacreing all 
they met with, were with much difficulty pre- 
vail'd on not to put to the ſword the many 
thouſands that were then aſſembled at the the- 
atre. The common people, likewiſe, ſhewed 


no ſmall concern at his death; for though he 
had, from among them, raiſed an army of two 


hundred and fifty thouſand men, moſt of whom 
he had deftroyed, either by ſingle combats, or 
encounters of many againſt many, and other 


mad pranks, and, alſo, often ſcattered his rage 


even againſt thoſe of them who did not belong 


to his army; yet as he had ſpared chemſelves, 
and given. them frequent largeſſes and ſhows, - 


in their review no faults appeared ; all was 
mercy and generoſity. And for this reaſon 
they came tumultuouſly from all parts of the 


City, in order to find out and puniſh the authors 


of his death. But Valarius Aſiaticus, who had 
formerly been conſul, and was a great favou- 


rite among them, ſoon appeaſed the uproar, by 


ſurprizing them with theſe words: I wiſh I had 
removed i he tyrant. And ſo they quietly went 
home to their own houſes. 


14% Claudius, A. D. 44. 7. A. 41. 
Caligula being no more, the people of Rome 


might have recover'd their antient Iiberty, had 


their ſenate conſiſted of men able either to 
think or act. But, alas! their manners were 
ſo depraved and ſunk, that the ſum of their 
ambition lay in ways and means to make an 


eſtate. Partiality to themſelves had eaten up 
all the duty they owed to their country, and 
no one concern remained but what fetched life 


from their own intereſt. Indeed the two con- 
ſuls, Senffus Saturninus, and M. Minutianus, 
thew'd a.reſalv'd mind to aboliſh the power 
and name of the Cz/ars ; and to that purpoſe, 
placing guards in all parts of the city, ſum- 
mon d the ſenate to meet in the capitol. But 
when they came, ſuch was the diverſity of 
their opinions, and inability to determine any 
thing, that they ſuffered the remainder of the 
day to paſs, as well as the whole ſucceeding 


vight, without offering a reſolution. 


In the mean time, Claudius, the brother of 
Germanicus, and ſon to Druſus, having, on the 
news of his nephew Caligula's death, hid him- 


ſelf in an obſcure hole of the palace, was, in 


that dirty pickle, perceiv'd by one of the ſol- 
diers, who had there enter'd with a view to 
pillage the furniture. The ſoldiers ſeeing the 
teet of a man, and taking him to be ſome bog) 

of whom he might make a conſiderable ſum of 
money, immediately dragg'd him out by force, 
Claudius tell down, and begg'd him to fave his 
life. That I will, ſaid the tellow, and try al- 
ſo, to have you declared emperor, He then car- 
ried him to his comrades, who, with one voice, 
ſaluted him emperor. Aiter this, they put 
him upon a litter, and conducted him to the 
camp, where he had the go: d luck to be receiv- 
ed with a general acclamation of the ſol. 
dicrs. 

Claudius ſpent the night in great fear and in- 
quietude; for he had no not ion of ever arriv- 
ing at the ſovereign power. The ſenate hay. 
ing at laſt (when it was too late) agreed to 
reſtore the people to their antient rights and 
privileges, ſent their requeſt to Herod Agrippa, 
that he would pleaſe to come, and aſſiſt them 
with his advice. He promiſed, and accordingly 
waited on them; but he acted a double part: 
For he had before been with Claudius, and en- 
deavour d to man and fortify his cowardly 
heart, begging him to ſtand to his good for- 


tune, and embrace her now, that ſhe was fal- 


len into his lap. 

Herod Agrippa having put a queſtion to the 
ſenate, and had their anſwer, with regard to a 
matter that he knew much better than they; 
Gentlemen, ſaid. he, I am willing to ſacrifice e- 
ven my lite for the glory and intereſt of this 
© houſe; but if you are poſitively inclined to reſume 
© the ſovereign power, it will be proper to reflect 
© whether you have arms, men, and money, ſuffi- 
« cient toſupport the enterprize. And if you have 
© any commands for Claudius, I will be proud to 
© be one of thoſe whom you ſhall appoint to carry 
them.“ The ſenate made anſwer, they did not 
doubt but they ſhould be able to bring about 
what they intended, and, at the ſame time, em. 


ployed Agrippa, together with Veranius and 


Braccus, to report their meſlage to Claudius. 
Agrippa firſt ſtole an opportunity of a pri- 
vate conference with Claudius, and opening to 
him the difficulties wherein the ſenate were in- 
volved, bid him take heart, and ſpeak to the 
ſenate's deputies like a prince that had already 
mounted the throne, and not like one who 
wanted , favour of them. Then returning to 
his collegues, he conducted them to Claudius, 
to whom they preſented the following remon- 
ſtrance from the ſenate: It is our will that you 
attempt not to make yourſelf emperor by force, 
but ſubmit the care of the republick to us. If 
you will conform your ſelf to the ſentiments of 
© the ſenate, you will acquire an immortal glory, 
© and equally deſerve the praiſe both of the ſenate, 
* and of the peoplez for having poſtponed your 
© own intereſt to that of the commonwealth. But 
© if you will not be diſſuaded from ſeizing upon 
© the empire, the ſenate is reſolved to oppoſe 
© you with all its force, EY | 
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Jaudius retutn'd anfwer,' 7 am not ar all thence atifing, gave him a difinclination to bu- 


ſurprized to find the ſenate averſe to rhe yovern- 
ment of « fngle Peg, .confdering the "man 
hardſhips they have ſuffered under it; but T bop 
to let you ſee, by a juſt and moderate exertiſe 
power, that monarchy has fill the advantage... 
promiſe you, I will only take the name, hut divide 
the atthority with you: As to the reſt, the ſe- 
nate muft be made ſenſible that. I will not re- 
nounce imperial power now that T have got it in- 
tv my hands. Nor, indeed, would thiſe; that 
have beſtowed it upon me, take it kindly, if 1 
—_—.- „ „„ 
f Fhe ſenate, on perufing his anſwer would 
not yet recede from their former demand. They 
would never,. they ſaid, voluntarily ſubmit to 
ſervitude, nor were they in the leaſt apprehen- 
ſive that he ſhould ever be able to force them. 
Claudias coming to underſtand their back ward- 
neſs to acknowledge him, ordered Agrippa to 
tell them, that if they perſiſted in their opinion, 
he ſhould be obliged to make war upon them, 
and, withal, required them to meet no longer 
within the city, to the end the temples might 
not be defiled with the blood of countrymen 
fighting againſt countrymen. _ 2» A 
The ſenate having by this time got intelli- 
rence that the troops, to whom they had com- 
mitted the protection of the city, had deferred 
them, and gone over to Claudius; and, alſo, 
finding that the pulfe of the people only beat 
towards monarchy begun now to think it was 
their ſafeſt courſe to conſent to the proclama- 
tion of Claudius; and therefore they unani- 
mouſly choſe him emperor, and enacted every 
thing elſe that ſeem'd of any uſe to confirm 
and eſtabliſh him in the throne 
Claudius was in the fiftieth year of his age 
when this dignity happened to him; and the 
firſt ching he did after his acceſſion, was to re- 
ward thoſe that had remarkably ſerved him. 
He gave each of his ſoldiers a donative, and 
they, in return, took an oath to protect his 
perfon and government. Be not only confir- 
med Herod Agrippa in the p ſſeſſion of the 
kingdom that Caligula had formerly given him, 
but made him maſter of Fudæa, Samaria, and 
all the other dominions that had once belonged 
to Herod the Great, his grandfather. He over 
and above added to him the territories of Abi- 
Jene, and the principality of Libanus. He, 
likewiſe, at the requeſt of Agrippa, conferred 
upon his brother Herod the kingdom of Chalcis, 
and allow'd both of them the honour to fit in 
the ſenate, together with the privilege. of pro- 
nouncing their thoughts in the Greek tongue: 
And, as a farther teſtimony of his love and 
good- will to Agrippa, he publiſhed an edict, 
whereby the Fews were, in all places under the 
Roman empire, authorized to live according to 


their own laws. „ 1 12 
Claudius being, from his earlieſt bud of life, 
addicted to gluttony and drunkenneſs, and, of 
conſequence, enjoying but ſeldom a clear uſe of 
his ſenſes; was the reaſon that he ſubmitted 
his whole life, to a ſhameleſs dependence, upon 
his domeſticks, wives, or miſtreſſes. Intem- 
perance had brought his head and hands to 
tremble continually; and a deſire of eaſe from 

"= 1 | 


ſineſs: So that, in all caſes, he truſted to the 
judgment and advice. of others. But as, fear 
was the principal motive that kindled up all 
his actions into warmth and being, ſo did they 
happen to be laudable, or vicious, in propor- 
tion to the merit and character of the perſons 
from whom he had firſt received his leſſon. 
Whatever was ſuggeſted to him by the ſenate, 
had an air of dignity: and Sort, and was, 
therefore, executed; in a manner that became 
a prince; but what proceeded irom the creatures 
ot his own houſe, drew its origin from no- 
thing but avarice, revenge, and cruelty; which, 
in the end, made him the contempt and laugh- 
ing- ſtock of all the peop tee. 
The two days wherein the ſenate kept deli- 
berating about the change of the government, 
had over-whelm'd Claudius with pain, anxiety 
and terror; he therefore endeavour'd, as far as 
in him lay, to blot them our of his thoughts, 

e gave an act of grace, pardoning and ac- 
quitting all that had, during that time,offended 
either in word or deed, excepting only Cherea, 
and two or three more officers. And theſe he 
put to death, not ſo much to revenge the mur- 
der of Caligula, as to frighten others from ma- 
king an attempt upon himſelf. £ 

He reſcinded all the acts of Caligula, and 
readily gave into every requeſt that the ſenate 
asked of him. Having a due regard to the 
welfare and proſperity of his ſubjects, no me- 


thod in railing of taxes met with any counte- 


nance from him, but what had prudence, ho- 
nour, and honeſty, to recommend it. He took 
a particular care co diſcourage and ſuppreſs the 
luxury that the former reign had introduced, 
and from the teeth forward labour'd with all 
his might to bring the people to a reliſh of 
temperance, and ſimplicity of manners. But, 
alas! his own bad example diffus*'d worſe ef- 
fects than his precepts did good. He ſhut up 
all publick houſes, torbid the ſelling of victu- 
als ready-dreſs'd, and ſeverely puniſh'd the of- 
tenders, He put magiſtrates in the full poſſeſ- 
ſion of all rights and privileges that had for- 
merly belonged to them; and when they ſer 
out and regulated the publick ſhows, he wou'd, 
wich the reſt of the multitude, riſe up, and, 
with his voice and geſture, do them honour. 

He would often adminiſter juſtice himſelf, 
and, without following the preſcript of the law, 
where 1t happen'd either to be too rigorous, or 
too mild, pronounce the ſentence in ſuch a 
manner, as ſeem'd moſt conſiſtent with equity. 
For whereas by the civil law thoſe who had 
laid their action for but one halfpenny more 
than was really due to them, were ſure to loſe 
the ſuit; he would allow: them to rectify the 
miſtake, and begin again. On the other hand, 
thoſe who were convicted of having fraudu- 
lently over-reach'd their neighbours, . had too 
much favour (he thought) from the law; and 
therefore he condemn*d them to be tore in pie- 
ces by wild beaſts. He would in many caſes 
act the part of a moſt prudent and wiſe judge, 
and at other times ſpeak and decide like a hair- 
brain'd fool. | 
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It being cuſtomary for maſters to turn their 
ſlaves our of doors, and expoſe them to the 
wide world, when any tedious illneſs ſeized 
them, he publiſhed an edi, giving all ſuch un- 
happy wretches the freedom of the city, and 
making it death to kill any one of them. He 
likewiſe made ingratitude in a freed man to his 
patron, a ſufficient cauſe to recal him into ſer- 
YR. is "ets IRENE 

He carried himſelf ſo modeſtly, humbly, 
and circumſpectedly, in the beginnung of his 
reign, as gained him the love of all the peo- 
ple, to ſuch a degree, that a report coming to 
Rome of his being kill'd at O/#4a, they raiſed a 
violent ſedition, calling the ſoldiers traitors, 
and the ſenate paracides, and would have pro- 
ceeded to a much greater length, had they not 
ſoon after got certain nee he was alive, 


and in health, and within a few miles of Rome. 


Herod Agrippa having obtain'd leave of Clau- 
dius to return to his own dominions, ſet out 
from Rome, attended with a magnificent reti- 
nue, and honour'd with every mark of eſteem 
that imperial power could give him. On his 
arrival at 5 he made a preſent to the 

remple of the golden chain that Culigula had 

iven him, in room of the iron one, with which 
Tiberius had before tormented him; placing it 
there as an everlaſting monument of tbe inſta- 
bility of human affairs, and of the ſovereign 
wer of God over the fortune of kings, 
whoſe elevation and proſperity, as well as de- 
ſtruction and overthrow, entirely depend upon 
his will and pleaſure. | 

He ſhewed a great deal of zeal for the Few- 
% religion, carefully obſerving all the cere- 
monies and laws, and not paſſing a day without 
offering ſacrifices. He alſo made it his buſineſs 
to do good, and extend mercy to all his ſub- 
jets. Ile omitted no means that he thought 
might gain him the love of his people, being 
bountiful and liberal towards all the world, 
ready and willing to redreſs injuries, compaſ- 
ſionate and generous to the diſtreſſed, and be- 
neficent in all things. He took a ſingular de- 
light in exhibiting ſhows, and, among theſe, 
moſt pleaſure in the combat of gladiators. 
And having one day cauſed four hundred ma- 


lefactors to fight it out in ſuch a manner that 
not one of them came alive off the ſtage; this 


piece of barbarity gave no ſmall offence to the 
Jews. They begun to think that this action 
was a true picture of the man, and his good 
offices were but falſe colours, only diſplayed 
with a view to work his own deſignss. 

As he was a man that would let no oppor- 


tunity flip which might gracify and oblige the 
Jews, he impiouſiy fell a perſecuting the church, 


and murder d James, the apoſtle ot our Lord, 
and the brother of John. The ſoldier, who 
had it in charge to apprehend James, and bring 


him before the judges, was ſo touch'd with the 
intrepid and heroick manner in which he utter- 


ed the confeſſion of his faith, that he, alſo, 
declared himſelf a Chriſtian, and was, accot- 


dingly, beheaded, at the ſame time with St. 


James. | 3 
Herod Agrippa finding that the death of St. 
James had given great ſatistact ion to the Jcu- 
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iſÞ zealots, he next impriſon'd St. Peter, with 
an intention to make an example of the prince 
of the apoſtles, and put him to death in the 
preſence of all the people. But the angel of 


the Lord, whoſe ſervant Peter was, coming to 


him on the night that preceded the day which 


Herod had ap inted for his execution, miracu- 
louſly reſcu d him out of the hands of the ty- 


Herod was ſo enrag d at the eſcape of St. 
Peter, that he order'd the ſoldiers; who had 
guarded him, to be ſtretch'd upon the rack, and 
after wards put to death. After this, he went 
to Cæſarea in Paleſtine, to celebrate games in 
honour of the emperor; and thither, alſo, were 
aſſembled vaſt numbers of people from all 
quarters, to ſee the ſport. The inhabitants of 
Tyre and Sidon having ſome time before offend- 
ed him, took this occaſion to teinſtatè them- 
ſelves in his favour. He promiſed them an 
audience on the morning of the ſecond day of 
exerciſes, and then coming in a robe of cloth 
of filver, ſat himſelf down in his throne. His 
dreſs, by the refleQion of the ſun-beams, which 
darted full upon him, made ſuch a ſplendid 
luſtre, as induced the lump of the ſpectators 
to regard him with a more than ordinary re- 
ſpect. And as he was making a long diſcourſe 
to the Brians, and Sidonians, his wicked flat- 
rerers could not forbear crying out, It is the 
voice of a God, and not of a man, As xii. 22. 
Nor did they ſtop here, but added many other 
extravagant things in his praiſe. 

Herod being intoxicated with this teſtimony 
of the people's affection, and therefore taking 
nocare to reject and forbid the impious honours 
they did him, was immediately ſtruck by the 
angel of the Lord with an incurable malady at 
heart, and an intolerable pain in his bowels. 
He could then ſay to the people, The man, 
whom you did but the minute before flatter with 
immortality, is of a ſudden brought to the gates 
of death. You ſee yourſelves now convinced of 
an inexcuſable falſhood, There is no diſputing of 
the will of God. I had a great ſhare of bappi- 
neſs, nor was there any prince, whoſe fortune 1 
coveted. Theſe words were no ſooner uttered, 
but pain redoubled upon him, and he deſired 
to be carried back to his palace. . 

The people ſeem'd extremely afflicted at his 
illneſs, and, clothing themſelves in ſackcloth, 
made vows and prayers for the recovery of 
their prince. They proceeded ſo far, as to 
make the air reſound with their cries and la- 
mentations, and fail'd not to give the monarch 
the pleaſure to ſee and hear them, All ſped 
many tears, but his doom was pronounced. 
Having for five days running ſuffered inex- 
preſſible torments, he at length died, waſted 
and devoured by worms. | | 
The moment the news of his death came to 
band, the people made publick rejoicings, and, 
with uncommon inſolence, treated. not only his 
memory, but the honour of his daughters. 
They went to the palace, and from thence ta- 
king the ſtatues of his daughters, placed them 
in thoſe corners where whores uſed to ply, ad- 
ding many other outrages, which it would not 


be decent to mention. They kept ſeaſting even 
120 "2" 
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in the ſtreets, and, with crowns of flowers upß- he could with eiſe, ät 


on their heads, offer d ſacrifices to Gharos, by 
way of thanks for the death of their prince, 
and his ſafe commitment to hell. If this was 
the only inſtance wherein extraordinary marks 


of popular eſteem had quickly after been ſuc- 
_ ceeded with ſpite and odium, one might be al- 
low / ed to ſpend an hour or two in wondering 


at it: Bur when we conſider that vulgar ap- 
planſe is no more than a bloſſom, which ſtands 
at the mercy of the wind, it would be madneſs 
ro 8 at an effect that iſſues from ſo plain a 
cauſe. | * 


On the death of Herod, who had reigned o- 


the country into the form of a province, and 
ſent Cuſpius Fadus ro govern it. Fadus find- 
ing that ſome Fews had diſtreſs'd Philadelphia, 
which is the ſame with Rabbat, the capital of 
the Ammonites, he only puniſh*d one of the 
principal authors of this enterprize with death, 
baniſh'd two others, and ſo appeas'd the tu- 
mult. He then ſcour'd Judæa of rhe robbers 
that infeſted it, and reſtor'd peace and quiet to 
the country. e ö 
In the mean time, Gaudius was labouring 
hard at Rome to relieve the neceſſities of the 
people, who were exceedingly afflicted with a 
ſcarcity of . proviſions; nor was his diligence 
concluded within a momentary point, but rea- 
ched it ſelf to future ages. He caus'd a port 
to be built, by the help of which they might 
be ſupplied with plenty of all kinds, and ar all 
ſeaſon.s The Romans had before no other way 


of ſubſiſting in winter, but by the corn, which 


was lodged in granaries. J heir attempts, in 
winter, had been generally unſucceſsful, and 
therefore they diſcontinued them; but now 
Claudius being put in mind of his duty by the 
mob, whom want and penury had ſpirited up 
to pelt him with pieces of bread, propoſed 
great rewards to all merchants who ſhould build 
and fit out ſhips; and, alſo, took upon him- 
ſelf to refund all the loſs they might happen 
to ſuſtain in the voyage. e ne e 

The emperor having demanded of ſome ar- 
chitects what the charge of making the port of 
Oſtia would amount to; they purpoſely gave 
him in ſuch an exorbitant account, as they 
thought would quite divert him from the pro- 
ject. But he was ſo far from being deterred 
by that mean expedient, that he inſtantly ſet 


about the work, and, in the end, finiſned it, 


with a reſolution and warmth of ſpirit becom- 
ing the Roman generoſity and magnificence. 


Claudius exceſſively delighted in the com- 


bats of gladiators, and therefore daily gave 
that entertainment to the 


receive no ſatisfaction from his dinner, without 


he ſaw ſome combatants hewing one another to 
pieces: And yet, which was a little marvel- 


lous, he iſſued out his royal command to kill 
2 lion, that had been accuſtomed to feed upon 
human fleſh; giving his ſubje&s, thereby, to 
underſtand, that he did not approve of ſuch a 
bloody diverſion. However,, a long cuſtom of 


had rendered cruelty ſo familiar to him, that 


11 
runt for murder. 


'caſes; 177 his guilt, 
ver 7udæa three years, the emperor reduced r 


people. . He could. 


being always preſent ar the ſpilling of blood, 
Vas ſo ſenſible, and extreme, that a 


* 
any kme, figh a war- 


Thoſe hiftorians do Him tbo much "honour; 
who Conſider bim in leading-Hrings, and im- 
pute all his irtregularities 15 His domeſticks, 
and his wife Meſſalina, the moſt impudent and 


abandoned woman df that age. For as drun- 


3 


kennefs is ſo fat from extufing a murder, that 


it ſuperddds a ctinie to'd crime; in the fame 


manner the tempet of Clandius, "which might 


eaſily be ſhook and determin'd to any thing, 


When ply'd with liquor, or ſurrotinded wich 


fear, can by no means juſtify him, but, in all 


4 


But ſo it was when Meſſalina or any of his 


freed men had taken an averſion to a perſon; 


and, conſequently, wanted him to be put to 


death; they had no more to do than repreſent 


to Gaudius the great danger that threatened 
him from ſuch a quarter, and their demand was 


immediately granted; He would often; during 


the confuſion and perplexity of thought that 
fear threw him into, command a number of 
perſons to be executed, whom he would atter- 
wards call for, when he came to himſelf, and 
had recovered his judgment: Aud then being 
informed that they were put to death by his 
order; he would be ſtrangely concerned, and 
diſpleaſed with himſelf, e 

The firſt whoſe blood he ſuck'd in this in- 
famous way, was Caius Appius Silanus, a man 
of an illuſtrious virtue, as well as birth: He 
had withſtood the lewd embraces and ſolicita- 
tions of Meſſalina, and, alſo, taken rhe free- 


dom to reprimand Narciſſus, the freed man of 


the emperor. Theſe two, therefore, laid their 
heads together, and contriving a dream where- 
in Narciſſus was to ſuppoſe himſeli preſent 
when Hlanus entered the palace, and aſſaſſina- 
ted Claudius; Narciſſus ſoon after came to 
the emperor's bed- ſide, and recounting this fic- 
tion of a dream, ' ſo prevail'd over the wretched 
puſillanimity of Claudius, that he made out an 
immediate order for the condemnation of the 
innocent man. | „ 10 
After this barbarous murder of Silanus, the 
Romans renounc'd all hope of reaping any com- 
fort from the future adminiſtration ot Claudius. 
And from thence ſeveral conſpiracies took their 
riſe, ſome private, as well as publick. A man 
was in the middle of the night apprehended 
near his chamber, with a dagger about him, 
which ſtruck a greater terror into poor Clau- 
dius than I am able to expreſs. And Furius 
Camillus, the governor of a province, declar'd 
open war againſt him, which threw him into 
ſuch a'panick, that, had nor ſeaſonable advice 
come quick to his aid, he infallibly would have 
reſign'd the empire. The ſoldiers of Camillus, 
who had drove him upon this revolt, were, in 
leſs than five days after, brought, by a ſuper- 
ſtitious trifle, to conſpire his deſtruction, and & 
multitude of others, women, as well as men, 
were ad judg d to death on the fame account. 

The rape of a beaſt is great, and yet may 
ſoon be\ſatisfied ; but the fury of a coward 
knows no bounds. The miſery of thefe times 
reſolurion 
Harden'd 
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harden'dand prepar d for the-worſt gh. ſufferings 


| ſeem'd to be the moſt valuable art the ming, of 


man could then arrive at, 
Meſſalina not being contented to act 8 moſt 


ſhameleſs part her ſelf, forced other women, 
'alſo, to follow her example: Carryipg matters 


to ſuch a height, Sel e brought many of 


them within the palace, and there made them, 
whilſt tber husband tgod by, yiolatg the ide- 
Uty which, was due ta theit bed. She wen- 


to high poſts and dignities. As. to thoſe who 
ould not come up to ſuch a pitch of complat- 
ſance, 155 togk cars to let fall upon them her 
whole ſtock of rage, leaving no means unfried 
to bring about their cftrudtion. Claudius was 
all this while kept a ftranger to theſe wicked 
pranks; his ordivary waiters werg all ia the ſe- 
cret,and none admitted to ſee him, who would 
not jain in the impoſition. dhe knew the way 
to lay his thoughts aſleep; wine and women 
were his favourite amuſemepts, and ſhe plenti- 
fully ſupply'd him with both. , —- 
The guards of Caudius having one day mu- 
tineed, he ſent his treedman and, great tavou- 
rite, Are ta compoſe the rymu}t ; But 


the ſight of this obſcure fellow, aad chief di- 


rector of Claudius, was in; far from gppeaſing 
them, that it but entag d them the more; and 
they with one voice cried out, Ta the feafts of 
Saturn; which is à proverbial - expreffion, ari- 
ſing from a cuſtom which allow d flayes, during 
the time of that feſtival, do perſonate, as well 
s wear the clothes of their maſters. How- 
ever, the contempt. they ſhew'd to Nerdfſes; 
diſpos'd them, ar laſt, to make a voluntary 
ſubmiſſion to their own general, who, at the 
command of Claudius, tranſported them into 
Britain, here the war had for ſome time gone 
on ſugceſsfully under Plautius and his licute- 

NE Y-10-ECLATEL ERS 
No attewpt had been made ypon Britain 
from the days of Fulias Cæſar till the fecond 
year of Claudius, that Plautius was thither ſent 
with an army out of Ga/lia. Auguſtus being 
of opinion that nothing could more eſſectually 
ſ-ttle and preſerve. the Roxqan empire, than 
ſuch a, management as might reſtyain and keep 
it within its preſent limit, he therefore enter- 
rain'd no thought of extending it beyond the 


ocean, and the rivers I her and Hip brate t. Ti. 


terius entered into the ſame ſentimęat, and 

roduc'd a book written, with Aug own 
2 which, intreated the Ronſaus not to en- 
Large their bounds; and, for this reaſen, be 
would maintain neither garriſon, nor deput ies, 
in Britain. As for Caligula, he was too light: 
headed to give himſelf any trouble about A.. 
But now Claudius, who. grecdily.long'd; for 

triumph, and, withal, ſuch an ong as might 
8 without either fear or danger, has: 
ving firſt made an eſſay by Aulus Plautius up- 
on Britain, and from his repeated ſueceſſes 


concluding that the country might eafily be 


ſubdued ; be, in the fourth year of his reign, 
went thither himſelf. Dia ſays, that at bis:twit 
landing he obtain'd a compleat victory over the 


* 
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Barbarians. If it was ſo, I am ſure, Claudius 
would take a ſufficient precaurion to ſecure his 
own dear perſon from the hazard of a battle. 
It is ſaid, likewiſe, that he ſubdued a part of 
the iſland, namely, Camalod unum, now Mal. 
don, which then was the royal ſear of Cynotet- 
linus, together with the little les of Orkney. 
What is done by a king's miniſter, may be faid 
to be done by himſelf; and no other honour 
was bete effected by Claudius. However, Su- 
ctonius tells us, that Claudius performed all 
theſe matters without à battle, or ſo much as the 
loſs of one drop of blood. 0 
.- Clandias made ſuch a quick haſte with this 
expedition, that he 'return'd to Rome in the 
Gxth month from his ſetting out, leaving the 
farther reduction of the iſland to Plautius. For 
his heart could no longer ſuſtain the want of a 
triumph. Though Claudius had no great rea- 
ſon to boaſt of the mighty things he had done, 
yet the ſenate, who were never backward in 
affairs of compliment and reſpeët, decreed, in 
his hanour, anniverſary games, with triumphal 
arches, at Geſſoriacum (now Bologne) in Gallia, 
as well as at Rome, together with a moſt ſump- 
tuous and magnificent triumph. 

A naral crown was fixed upon the palace, as 
a ſtand ing memorial, that he had ſubdued the 
Britiſh ſea. The provinces, in acknowledg- 
ment of his victory, made him preſents of 
crowns of. gold, and, among the reft, Gallia 
comata brought him one weighing nine pounds, 
and: he receiv'd another out of Spain, which 
a mounted ta feven pound weight. All the go- 
vernors of provinces, and a good number, like- 
wiſe, of banith*d perſons, were indulg'd the 
privilege to come to Rome, and fee the fine 
bow. Having enter'd the Adriatick ſea in a 
veſſe} reſembling rather a great houſe, than a 
thip, and thereby given the people a ſublime | 
repreſentation of his late conqueſt over the ſea, 
he returned! to Rome, mounted npon a chariot 
in a triumphal robe, crowned th Hurel;' and 
followed by his wife Meſſalina, in a hanging 
coach, together with a numerous retinue, a 
all the ornaments and ſpoils that had been ta- 
ken ſrom the enemy during the waer. 
After this folemn games and plays were ex- 
hibited to the people at two ſeveral theatres, 
Horſe-races made'a part of the diverſion; ma- 
ny champions were forced upon the ſtage, beats 
were kilFd, and Aſiatic youths performed a 
military dance in armour. In the mean time, 
Plauttes, whom he had entruſted with the ma- 
nagement ob the war in Britain, fucceeded ſo 
well; that Claudius deſired the ſenate to make 
aut a decree, allowing him the favour of the 
leſſer . triumph, called Ovatio. And when 
Plautius came to enter the ety, the emperor 
himfelf met him, and did him the honour of 
the: right<hand, throughout the Whole extent 
of che proc omni. 

 Hlavias Veſpafian' having, in the courſe ol 
this war, under Plaſſtins and Qaudius, fought 
thicty batties with the Britons, and ſubjugated 
two. potent nations, together with above twenty 
towns, and the iſle of Velfis, or Vin; he 
was, for theſe ſervices, rewarded with trium- 
phal honours, and ſoon after with other 1 * 
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ties, and a Fonſulſnip, which he held for the 
two [laſt months of the year. His ſon Titus, 
likewiſe, had gteatly diſtinguiſh'd himſelf, ha- 
ving fignally reliey'd his father, when beſieged 
by the enemy, and on all occaſions merited the 
character of a moſt accompliſh'd man. About 
two hundred and forty years ago ſprung up 
two iſlands, called Thera and Theraſia, among 
the Cyclades, in the Ægean ſea, and, in an hun- 
dred and ten years after, aroſe another, named 
Hiera, and, at this time, appeared a fourth, 
called Thia, which had never been ſeen be- 
fore. e ee BUR eee e 
- Meſſalina taking it into her heart to fall deſ- 
perately in love with a famous maſter of the 
art of pots, and finding all-her efforts inef- 
fectual to make the man comply with her libi- 
dinous inclinations ; ſhe ſtumbled; upon a nie- 


thod that induced her husband Claudius''to:-- 


bawd for her. She repreſented to him, that 
the had a matter of importance, which could 


only be done by the fellow, and ſo wheedled 


the emperor in ſuch a manner, that he laid his 
commands upon him to obey her in all things. 
This done, the dancer immediately gratified 
her. Duty to his prince had before obliged 
him to refilt her ofters, but having now recei- 
ved an unlimited order from the emperor, he 
concluded, that acts. of cuckoldom were like- 
wiſe authorized by the fame command. And 
thus making her husband, in ſome degree, ac- 
ceſſory to his own diſgrace, ſhe, by this means, 
drew to her lure numbers of others, who would 
not ſor the world have conſented upon any o- 
ther terms. Neg. 55 4 % nil, 
Cuſpius Fadus being removed from the go- 
vernment of Fudæ a, Tiberius Alexander, a Few 
by birth, but who had renounced his religion, 
was put in his place: And during the time that 
theſe two preſided there, the country enjoyed 
a ſerene peace. About this time died: Herod, 
king of Chalcis, and the emperor beſtow'd his 
kingdom upon Agrippa, the ſon of the late He- 
rod Agrippa, in prejudice to Ariftobulus, the 
lawful heir, and eldeſt ſon. of Herod, king of 
Chaos ⁵³⁰1 . „. 
The Parthians were, in the mean time, ter- 
ribly harraſs'd with civil diſſentions. Gotarzes 
had procured the death of his brother Artaba- 
nus, and uſurped the kingdom. Hereupon, 
the Parthians, dreading his cruelty, gave the 
crown to his brother Bardanes, who at firſt 
proſpered ſo, . that he. compelled, Gotarzes to 
accept of ſuch conditions of peace as he 
thought fit to gite him. But happening after- 
wards to throw. away ſome weeks upon the 
ſiege of the ſtrong city of Seleucia, he not only 
furniſh'd Gotarzes with an opportunity to reco- 
ver himſelf, but gave Mithridates a handle to 
ſeize Armenia. And though he had the good 
luck to defeat Gotarzes, yet he could not re- 
gain Armenia. But as he laid out all his endea- 
vours to be rather fear d abroad, than belov' d 
at home, he was ſoon after kill'd at a hunting 
match, by ſome of his own people. 
His death involy'd Part hia in freſh troubles. 
Many. were for recalling Gotarzes, whilſt others 


. 
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ates), who was then a hoſtage at Rome. Thoſe, 
therefore, who deteſted the abandoned and crù- 
el temper of Gotarzes, ſent. a private embaſſy 
to Ciaudins, praying him to permit Meberdates 
to return to his own country, and accept the 
crown. This being the threeſcore and eighth 


year from the time that Auguſtus had celebta- 


ted the ſecular games, and the ſeventh year of 
Claudius,' the ſame were now ſolemniz'd in a 
molt ſplendid and coſtly manner. He next 
made a heavy complaint in the ſenate, againſt 


the wonderful increaſe of foreign ſuperſtitions, 


remembering them, alſo, that without due care 
_—_— of ſoothſaying would entirely be loſt in 
The truth of the matter was, the light of 
the goſpel had by this time diffus'd itſelf over 
all nations; and therefore Pagan rites begun 
every where to be diſus'd, in ſpite of all the 
oppoſition that antient error could throw in its 
WAA: tec ͤ KK. "1 
1 3 at the requeſt of the Parthians, 
ſent Meherdates home to them honourably at- 
tended; but the event did not come up to their 
expectation. The two eaſtern kings, who had 
promiſed him their aſſiſtance, kept back their 
troops, and Me herdates himſelf, in a ſhort while 
after, fell into the hands of Gotarzes, who, in- 
deed, ſpared his life, but eut off his ears, to 
the end he might carry about him a teſtimo- 
nial of his mercy, as well as the Roman ſhame. 
Gotarzes did not long ſurvive this period, and 
then the Parthians made Vonones their king, 
who, after a ſhort and inglorious reign, died, 
and left it to Vologeſes, his ſon. 
Tiberius Alexander being ſoon recalled by 
Claudius from Fudæa, was ſucceeded by Venti- 
dius Cumanus, and under this governor were 
ſuch commotions bred, as did not terminate but 


in the ruin of Feruſalem. Whilſt the paſſover 


was this year a celebrating at Fera/a/em, one 
of Cumanus's ſoldiers had the inſolence to ex- 
poſe his genitals to the open view of the whole 
people there aſſembled; which wicked outrage 
was ſo reſented by the Fews, that they ſtuck 
not to declare, that the governor himſelf had 
licens'd the action. Cumanus did what he 
could to. pacify them, but to no purpoſe ; he 
therefore march'd with all his troops to the 
temple, and with ſuch an air of war and battle 
as made them all believe he had a deſign to at- 


tack them. This put the Fews into ſuch a 


fright, and hurry of eſcape, that they tumbled 
and preſſed ſo hard upon one another in the ſe- 
veral narrow paſſages leading to the temple, 
that thirty thouſand of them were ſtifled and 
ſmother d to death. And this was really the 
number that miſerably periſned by this acci- 
dent, notwithſtanding Foſephus has extended it 
no farther than to ten-thouſand, 

As ſoon as Claudius enter'd upon his fourth 


conſulſhip with Vitellius, he baniſhed ſome of 


the ſenate, and put others in their place, among 
whom was Surdinius Gallus, who had before 
ſhelter'd himſelf in a ſnug retreat, that he 
might not be burthen'd with the honour. But 
Glaudius had him ſent for, and then was ſo 
Kind as to tell him he would there detain him 
D 1431 — . with 


7 
F 


_ the field, wit bout the 
jealouſy in others ; but I am 7 the em- 
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with chains of gold. And in this caſe Claudius 
lit upon a medicine that ſeldom fails to work 
with efficacy, wherever it is applied. _ 
Though Claudius exerted himſelf with grea 
alacrity in puniſhing freed men that belonged 
to others, yet he was never once ſeen to re- 
rd miſdemeanors of his own : Theſe might 
k and do what they pleas d, and ſtill be 
are of his approbation. About this time a 
ſhim plot was diſcovered of Meſſalina's own. 
ſpinning, but moſt of the men ſuppos'd to be. 
concern'd in ir, being perſons of the meaner 


| ſort, Claudius had the courage to ſay, he would 


not revenge an affront done him by a flea, how- 
ever prudence might require him to puniſh a 
ſavage beaſt. | | 


This forgery was trump' d up with a forecaſt daug 


to undo 4faticns, and it ſucceeded. A nume- 
rous rabble was introduced, with no other in- 
tention than to give a brightening to the good 
nature of Meſſalina and the freed men. And 
as Claudius ſeldom ſpoke or acted but by their 
tongues and hands, it was an eaſy matter to 


pardon thoſe, and faſt hook the fiſſi they want- 


ed. To this purpoſe they ſuborned many wit- 
neſſes againſt him, that he had never ſeen; and, 
among the reſt, a ſoldier, who they pretended, 


was one of his moſt intimate accomplices. As 
this ſoldier was the perſon upon whom they 


laid the whole ſtreſs of their unjuſt cauſe, they 
called him, laſt of all, to ſeal and ſnut up the 
teſtimony that had been deliver'd by the reſt. 
This fellow did not perſonally know Afaticus;. 
but being told, by thoſe who ſuborned him, 
that he was bald, he confidently phinted to an- 
other man, ſaying that was the perſon . he 
had been long acquainted with, and who had' 


communicated to him many treaſonable practi- 


ces. Hereupon, the court fell a laughing, and 
Claudius ſeem'd much aſham'd of the accuſa- 
tion. But the vile flatterer, Vitellius, would 
not let the innocent man eſcape. He was not 
ignorant how greedily Meſſalina thirſted after 
his blood, he therefore went immediately to 
Claudins, and telling him that Aſaticus ſo ſeel- 
ingly ſorrow' d for his crimes, that he begged 
no other favour than to be allowed to die in 
the manner he ſhould himſelf chuſe; this falſ- 
hood - work'd ſo upon Clandius, that without 
any farther enquiry, he put him to deatn. 
Domitius Corbulo having given many proofs 
of his valour and diligence in ſettling the a- 
fairs of Germany; Claudius thinking he would 


quickly rife to ſuch a power, as might dethrone 


him ; was therefore induced to recal him out 
of the country. Corbals obey d his order, how 
unreaſonable ſoever it appear'd to him, and on- 
ly expreſs'd- his reſentment in the following 
words: The generals of former ages were ſo far 
happy, that they could 2 themfelves in 

eaft danger of exciting 


in the midff of my ſucceſſes. However, 
Claudius indulg d him a triumph, and ſome time 
after, by the help of good friends, reſtored 
him to his former command. 
In the interim, Meſſulina, whoſe lite was 
one continu'd ſcene of filthineſs, n to think 
that one husband was not enough torn woman 


of her quality. Taking, therefore, the oppot 
tunity of C/audius's abſence at Oftia, ſhe me 
ried Caius Silits ; and having the nuptial cere= 
mony performed with the urmoſt magniſicenee, 
gave him a palace to live in, and declared him 
conſul. Clandins's freed men, who had by this 
time arrived to a power equal to that of their 
miſtreſs, not being able to bear this ſcandalous 
indignity done to their maſter, and fearing too, 
that if they acquainted him with it her autho- 
rity over him would incline him to believe it 
was a lie; they therefore pretended an order 
under his hand, and had her, together with her 
new husband, and others, whoſe future ſpite 
they dreaded, privately put to death. e 
Lhe this the ſtupid Claudius married the 
hter of his own brother Germanicus ; but 
in regard ſuch marriages were with excellent. 
reaſon judged inceſtuous, even among the Ro- 
mans, and, of conſequence, prohibited by their 
law; he ſuborned ſeveral of the ſenate to pro- 
cure a decree, obliging him, as a thing bighly 
conducive to the benefit of the ſtate; to take to 
wife Agrippina, his own neice. She had been 
formerly eſpouſed to Cn. Domitius Ainobarbas, 
and bore him a ſon, whoſe name was Domitius 
Nero. Pallas, his freed man, had been very 
inſtrumental in bringing about this impious 
match, and, for this reaſon, Agrippina beſtow d 
on his brother Felix the government of Sama 
ria, and ſoon after made him, alſo, preſident 
of Judæa, Galilee, and. Peræa; in which ſtation 
he behav'd like a tyrant, and, after ſeveral o- 
ther great fortunes, married the princeſs Dru- 


lla, fatter to king Agrippa. FE 
Agrippina was no ſooner elevated to this im- 
perial azgnity, than ſhe imployed all her ad- 
dreſs and skill to yy! Claudins, dealing out 
at the ſame time her good offices, as well as 
terrors, in ſuch a due proportion, as made all 
his favourites truckle to her power. She next, 


by the ſubtil and fly accuſations of Vitellius, 


who never made a pauſe at any thing that might 
promote his own intereſt, ſo worried Claudius, 
that he took his daughter Oſtauia from Sila - 
nus (a man of great birth and merit), to whom 
ſne had formerly been contracted, and eſpouſed 
her to Nero, her own worthleſs ſon; and in a 
year after, ſhe trod under foot the common 
ſenſe, and natural affect ion of the man, in ſuch 
a diſingenous manner, that ſhe brought him 
to adopt Nero for his ſon and ſucceſſor, in pre- 
judice to his own ſon Britannicus, who was but 
nde having obtained this conqueſt over 

ſgrippina having obtained this con over 
Claudins, ſet all — future care upon heaping 
up riches, abſtaining from no means, how infa- 
mous and wicked ſoever, to attain her ends. 
She would go all lengths in carreſſing rich men, 
in order to get their eſtates, and many of them, 
likewiſe, ſhe put to death, upon the ſame ac- 
count. And ſhe .deſtroyed ſereral illuſtrious 
ladies of the empire, for no other cauſe, than 
jealouſy, which ſuggeſted to her that they had 
formerly been eſteemꝰ d and valu'd by Claudius 
Among theſe, was Lallia Paulina murder d, be- 
cauſe the well knew that Claudius would have 
| her the preference to her ſelf, had he 


n left to his own choice and jadgment. *20 
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ſew- ſuch a vitulent malice to Paulina, mat and be geniu: 


4 //ave. He daily exercis'd 


ſhe could not be fatisfied of her death, till the all manner of injuſtice and cruelty againſt the 


head was brought, and ſhe had opened the 
mouth, and known her by ſomething particular 


* 


about her teeth. In ſhort, ſhe was not one 


grain better than the ſtrumpet Meſſaſina. 


Narciſſus, the freed man of Claudius, play d 


at ſuch 4 rate upon the ſleepy 


gave in their complaint one day againſt the 
wany injuries they had receiv'd from Junius 


Gio their governor, and Claudius, who could 


not hear them diſtin&ly for the noiſe of the 


croud; ask'd him Khat it was they had ſaid. 
Narciſſus made anſwer, The Bithynians have 


all this while been praiſing the wiſe and upright 


adminiſtration of Junius. Have they ſo? ſaid 


Claudius, then let the man continue in his go- 


vernment for two years longer. And Agrippina 


us'd often to ſit by his lide, when he gave au- 
dence asked which was 0K up 
by the Romans, as a moſt indecent and diſa- 


recable fight. _ ML Os 

. Cana? fell one day into ſuch a violent 
ſurge of paſſion at an advocate, b name Gal- 
licus, who pleaded a cauſe before him, that he 
inſtagtly commanded him to be thrown into the 
Tiber., Hereupon, the party, who was there- 
by deprived of a defender, made an applicatich 
to Domitius Afer (who was one of the moſt 
celebrated pleaders of the age), that he would 
undertake his cauſe. How come you to kndw, 
ſaid Afer, that T ſpall be able to ſwim better 
than your, former advocate? "This artful, but 
cutting reproof, not only brought Claudius to 
ſome ſenſe of ſhame, but diſabled him from act- 
ing the part of a judge for ſeveral days after. 

In the fifty-ſixth year of our Lord (the fifty- 
third of the vulgar, Ara) did Claudius banith 
out of Rome all the Fews, as well as Chriftians. 
Suetonius tells us, the Jr were expelled the 
city, becauſe. — made continual tumults at 
the ſolicitation of Chreſtus. This Pagan au- 
thor underſtood our Saviour to be the head of 
a party among the Jews, that prompted them 
to mutiny and ſedition; but the true reaſon 
Was, the Fews were. Aub dne ch ar | work in 

erſecuting and afflicting the Chriffians, and 
— thence ſuch mobs and noiſes followed, as 
might (thought the timorous emperor) produce 
at laſt a dangerous ſedition. C/augins, there- 
fore, by ; way. of prevention, chaſed them out 
of Rome, and as the Chriſtians were at that 
time taken for a new ſect of the Je, the Ro- 
maus obliged them, alſo, to leave the city. 
However, they ſpon after obtained a permiffion 
W A T 

Cumanus being guilty of many violences in 
Judæa, Numidius Quadratus, governor of ꝙ- 

ria condemned him, together with the tribune 
ler, to go to Rome, and take their trial be- 

fore the emperor. Hereupon, Cumanus was 
ſent into baniſhment, and Celer returned to Je- 
ruſalem, in order to be firſt dragg'd through 
the city, and afterwards put to death. | 

After the depoſition of Camanus 

according to their own defire, Had Felix fo 
their governor, and He govern d this rovince, 
ſays 2 with all the authority of a king, 


temper of his 
maſter, that when the inhabitants of Bit hynia 
maſter, that v the deſarts, under a 


. 


* i 


— 


Jews „and fancied he had a ſufficient warrant 


fot it, becauſe he was the brother of Pallas : 


Beſides, the country was at this time infeſted 
with many robbers and aſſaſſins. It was alſo 
(as our Saviour had long ago fortcold), plagu'd 
with ſeducers and falſe prophets, who pretend 
ing to divine inſpiration, led the ' people into 
romiſe of making them 
ſee miracles, which ſhould convince them of 
the gracious protection of God. They flatter d 
the multitude with the vain hopes of liberty, 
and carried their point fo far, has they ſowed 
the ſpirit 'of diſcontent and revolt over all the 
country. And theſe evils had taken ſuch a 
root, that what remedies ſoever were made uſe 
of, did but ſuſpend them for a moment, in or- 
der to break out again with a renew'd force. 
Claudius liberally rewarded and honoured all 
his freed men; Felix govern'd -Fudea, and all 
its dependencies; - Popdius, the eunuch, had a 
rank among his general officers ; Polybius was 
allow'd to walk with a conſul at each hand of 
him; Pallas was diſtinguiſh'd with all the or- 
naments that belong'd to the chief juſtices of 
Rome; and Narciſſus came to be ſo great a man, 
that he often called himſelf his maſter's maſter. 
Theſe two laſt- named freed men had acquired 
ſuch prodigious eſtates, that when Caudius la- 
mented one day the poverty of his exchequer, 
anſwer was made him, He might have money e- 
nough, if his two freed men would but take bim 
in to be their partner. TOUT RAT 7 
The emperor, who had exalted young A 
Trude to the kingdom of Chalcis, took it from 
im in four years after, giving him in the room 
of it, the tetrachy, which had before apper- 
tained to Philip, the fon of Herod ; which te- 
trarchy being now changed into a kingdom, 
conſiſted of Ituræa, Trachonitis, and Batanea. 
He likewiſe enlarged it with Abilene, that had 
formerly been poſleſs'd by Lyſanias. And fo 
Agrippa became a conſiderable gainer by the 
alteration. + SY, 1 . 
Agrippina, to the end the neighbouring na- 
tions might alſo have a taſte of her great pu- 
iſlance and authority, eſtabliſhed a Roman co- 
lony in her own native town, among the Ubiz, 


a people inhabiting the lower part of Germa- 


ny, and call'd it Colonia Agrippina, after her 
own name. But it now bears the name of Co- 
lopn. © J))%%%%ͤͤͤͤÜwüw CORE 4 64. 7 

Bains, on his coming to Rome, had ſent 
Offorias into Britain, to govern the conquered 

arts for him in his abfence ; but the Britons 
fancying him to be a man of no skill in mili- 


tary affairs, deſpis'd him, and therefore made 


an irruption from all hands upon the allies, as 
well as the ſubjects of Rome. Oflorious, where- 
ever he march d proſper d, and diſarm'd *em; 
he then turn'd his arms againſt the Iceni, who 
inhabited Norfolk, Suffolk, Huntingtonſbire, and 
Cambridgeſbire; and, after a long and obſtinate 
battle, entirely defeated them. The conqueſt 
of this people, who were reckoned a bold and 
brave nation, ſtruck ſuch a terror into the ad- 
Joining principalities, that they voluntarily ſub- 
mitted to the conqueror. 8 I 

Having 
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Having next quieted an inſurrection among 
the Brigantes, or Yorkfpire, men, and put to 


death the. principal authors of the mutiny; he 


led his forces againſt the &lures, or people of 
Sout h. Wales. He hid tried all methods to 


bring the Silures into a willing obedience. to the 
empire of Rome, but they ttuſting to the 
ſtrength and faſtneſs of their country, and re- 
lying much on the conduct and valour of Ca- 
rattacus (who was a prince of great power a- 
nong them), with indignation rejected all his 
propoſals. E eee ee 13 
Caractacus judging that the country of the 
Ordovices, or .North-Wales, wauld, by reaſon 
of its mountainous and rocky fituation, afford 
the moſt proper ſcene for continuing the wat, 
and. defending themſelves againſt the Romans, 
he therefore conducted his army thither, and 
prepared for a vigorous reſiſtance. OH orius 
follow'd him, and finding that abundance. of his 
men were loſt by ambuſcades and; little skir- 
miſhes, he made an eſſay to draw them into a 
general battle. 13-1016 Soo I 

On the day of the engagement, Caractacus 
made a moſt pathetick oration to his ſoldiers, 


' reminding them of the invincible worth of their 


anceſtors, who had put a ſtop to the victorius 
arms of Julius Cæſar himſelf, and exhorting 
them to fight it out like men, who now. mult 
either aſſert themſelves into liberty, or fall into 
perpetual bondage. The battle was a long 


rime gallantly maintain'd on both ſides, but the 


Romans being much ſuperior to them in the art 
of war, obtain'd here a compleat victory, Ma- 


ny were made priſoners, and, among the reſt, 


the wife and daughter of CzraFacus, together 
with the greater part of his relations, 
Caraftacus, with a few brave men, broke 


through the Roman army, and from thence go- 
ing into the territories ot the Brigantes, ſought 


a protection from Cartiſmunda, their queen. 


But ſhe, inſtead of giving him the ſafe retreat 
ſhe had promiſed, treacherouſly delivered him 
up to the Romans, who ſoon after ſent him 
with other priſoners to Rome. 116 


This ſucceſsful- expedition of Oforins. pro- 


cur'd him from Claudius and the ſenate the ho- 
nour of a'triumph. Ihe ſenate highly. applau- 
ded his behaviour, putting his merit, upon a le- 
vel with thoſe other Romans who, had former- 
ly exhibited captive Kings to the ſight of the 
people. Accordingly, Oferius entered the city, 
1n triumph, preceded by all the priſoners who 
had been taken by him in the war. 
When the fetter'd captives reach'd the place, 
where Claudius and his wife Agrippina were 
ſeated in high and magnificent thrones, none of 
them ſhew' d a brave and intrepid ſpirit; Czrac- 
tacus only excepted, who addreſs'd the empe- 
Tor in theſe words: If in the day of my proſ- 
petity Thad kept a moderation equal in greatneſs 
to my birth and fortune, I ſhould now have been 
© receiv*d as a friend, and not brought hither like 
© a captive: Nor would it have added any tarniſh 
« tothe Roman glory, had they given honourable 
© articles of peace to a prince, who rightfully 
< claim'd. an illuſtrious deſcent, and ruled over 
many nations. This traverſe of ſtate is at once 
© an eminent addition to the Roman name, and 


© an everlaſting memorial of my diſhonour. Lha Ve. 


© lately abounded in all things that could make a 
man great and formidable; and is it any matter 
© of wonder, that force has deprived me of them 
*all? If the Rom ans will not be ſatisfied with- 
© our extending a dominion over all mankind, 
then of neceſſity all the world muſt obey them. 
Had I not for ome. time cut out work for the 
Romans to ſignalize their courage in, but inſtant- 
© 1y ſurrendered. my ſelf to them, neither would 
© your fame, nor my adverſity, have been thought 
© conſpicious, and the memory of both muſt have 
ended with my puniſhment, But if you think 
fit to ſave me alive, my ſtory will be a perpe- 
© tual inſtance of your grace and clemency. 
Claudius. gave an immediate order to knock 
oft his fetters, and not only pardoned him, bur 


all his relations. = MY 

In the mean, time the Britons, who greatly 
reſented. the captivity of CarafFacus, roſe up 
in arms again, and ſo dexterouſly managed their 
affairs, that in ſeveral encounters they had the 
better of the Romans, killing numbers of them 
and making many priſoners ; which brought 
ſuch a diſcredit upon Offoriusꝰ's former atchieve- 
ments, that he ſicken*d upon it, broke his heart 
and died. After this, Claudius ſent Didius into 
Britain, who found no hard matter to reduce 
them, in regard they had before weakened 
Eee by their treacherous inteſtine divi- 
ions. . e 

In the thirteenth year of the reign of Gan- 
dins, a ſow having farrowed a pig that had the 
talons of a hawk, the people were much afto- - 
niſhed at ſo ſtrange an accident : 'They knew ir 
pre ſag d ſomething, but what, they could not 
tell. However, a few years convinced them; 
ir had portended the rapacious and bloody go- 
vernment of Nero, which ſoon after ſucceded. 
The emperor; being in his cups over-heard 
to ſay, that it was his fate to tolerate and then 
« puniſh the wickedneſs of his wives,” and, alſo 
expreſs a very great concern that he had ap- 
pointed Nero to ſucceed him, to the detrimeht 
of his own ſon ; Agrippina henceforward gave 
herſelf no reſt till ſhe had concerted and ac- 
compliſhed his death. Claudius had often ask*d 
her to let him ſee Britannicus, his fon; but ſliè 
always found ways to elude his requeſt; And 
this treatment making him impatient to leſſen 
her power, as well as to do juſtice to his own 
ſon, was like a freſh ſpur in her breaſt, who 
underſtood his meaning, ſpiriting her on to 
 Agrippina had determined with her felf to 
conclude his life by ſome poiſon; but as a mur- 
deter is always a coward, fear ſuggeſted to her 
the many dreadful - conſequences that might a- 
riſe from a defeated purpoſe ; ſhe therefore re- 
mained for a while in great anxiety and doubt, 
how to come by a poiſon' that would nor diſ- 
appoint her aim. As Claudius was à great 
drinker, ſhe fooliſhly thought neither a ſmall 
matter, nor a commi5n one, could have any e- 
fect upon him: But having, at laſt; overcome 
all her ſuſpicions, and ſettled on a powder that 
' Locuſta, à woman famous in the horrid buſineſs 
of poiſoning, had given her; ſhe' wrapp'd it 
up within the faireſt and largeſt muſhroom'ſhe 
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bould find, and returning it into the plate, 
where other muſhrooms were, ſat her ſelf down 
in expectation of the event. 0 d do oj 
Claudius no ſooner came to table, but he 
ſpoke his joy at the ſight of the muſhroom 

which were his conſtant and moſt delightful 
diſh : And as he generally laid in ed proven- 
der as moſt pleas d his eye, the muſhroom that 
his curſed wife had ſtuck the poiſon in, was the 
firſt he took up and eat. Having taken care 


to ply him before with a ſufficient quantity of 


liquor, ſhe had him immediately carried away 
from the table, under a plauſible diſguiſe that 
he had drank too much. The flagitious woman 
dreaded that the poiſon-would ſoon diſcover it 
ſelf in ſuch a manner as might lay her open to 
his attendants; and therefore ſhe huddled him 
out of ſight, to prevent all danger. The poi- 
ſon forthwith threw him into extreme agonies, 
deprived him, the ſame night, of his voice and 
hearing, and murder d him by next day, after 
he had lived ſixty-three years, eight months, 
and twenty days, and reign'd fourteen years, 
all but three months and eleven days. 
Agrippina being ſenſible that the could not 
have executed this impious job, had Narciſſus 
been in the way, got him wheedled out of 
town the day before, on a fond pretext of con- 
ſulting his health, and there had him murder'd 
in a few hours after his maſter. Narciſſus was 
the moſt powerful ſubject, as well as the rich- 
eſt, of the age he lived in. Foreign kings and 
Kates courted his alliance, and enter'd into firm 
confederacies with him: And, in wealth, he 
poſſeſs'd above an hundred millions of drams. 
As he was the depoſitaty of all the emperor's 
ſecrets, he, before his death, burnt all the me- 
moirs and papers that he had in his cuſtody, 
for fear they thould afterwards be made uſe of, 
to take away the lives of others; which was 
ſuch an heroick a&, as gave a demonſtration 
that however he drew his birth from a ſtate of 
ſervitude, yet he had not the ſoul of a ſlave. 
. Claudius was a man by no means fit for the 
great dignity he ſo long enjoy'd, nor, indeed, 
tor any other buſineſs of life. He always con- 
tinued ſo much the\property of others, that it 
cannot be ſaid he ever belong'd to himſelf a- 
bove three days together in his whole life. 


His wives and domeſticks found it an eaſy mat- 


ter to make him believe any thing; and from 
thence it happen'd, that within a ſhort ſpace, 
and without any known cauſe given, he put to 
death thirty-five ſenators, and three hundred 
knights. They had no more to do but fuddle 
him, then lay before himia tale of danger, and 
he would ſet his hand to the moſt ridiculous or 
bloody demand they could make, being in his 
drink ſuch a ſtupid brute, that he actually ſign'd 
the marriage- contract between his wife Meſſa- 
lina and her adulterer Caius Silius. en 
He underſtood letters, and could, when ſo- 
ber, both ſpeak and write elegantly; but as 
that ſeldom happened, and an extreme dulneſs 
and want of underſtanding, as well as memory, 
appear'd in him at all other ſeaſons ; he had all 
along paſs'd for an incorrigible blockhead, I, 
indeed, believe, his unparallell's cowatdice 
made him firſt take to exceſſive drinking, as a 
NO gz. * 
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Nero, A. D. 57. vile. ira 34. 

| RA had long be- 
fore given the people an item of what they had 
to expect from the government of his ſon. I 


is impoſſible, ſaid he, that a child deſcended of 


Agrippina and me foal ever be an honeſt man, 
or be born to any thing but the deſtruction of the 


republick. e | | 
Agrippina conceal'd the death of Claudius 
till ſuch time as ſhe had ſecur'd the empire for 
her ſon. Then Nero, who was but ſeventeen 
years of age, conducted by Burrhus, captain 
of the guard, went to the camp; and reading 
to the ſoldiers an oration, which his tutor, Se- 
aeca, had provided for him, wherein the ſame 
largeſſes were promiſed that Claudius had for- 
merly made them on his acceſſion to the throne, 
he at once diſſipated all their ſcruples, and was 
ſaluted emperor. Some of the ſoldiers had be- 
fore called out for Britannicus, to whom, by 
right, the crown belonged ; but the laſt awa- 


kening clauſe was no ſooner mentioned, than 


they dropp'd him, and acquieſced in Nero. 
And next day going to the ſenate, he there 
read another diſcourſe, compoſed, alſo, by Se- 
neca, which gave ſuch a general ſatisfaCtion, 
that they not only confirmed his title, but or- 
dained, his ſpeech ſhould be engraved upon a 
pillar of ſilver, and annually rehearſed, on the 
day that the conſuls enter upon their office. 
It being (they thought) a Perfect model of a 
wiſe and equitable adminiſtration, they there- 
fore would have it thus preſerved, that it might 
continually meet the eyes of the prince. 
Nero being but three years of age at the 
death of his father, was, through the fraud of 
Caligula (who poſleſs'd himſelf of his whole 
fortune); reduc'd to a ſtate next door to po- 
verty and want. His aunt, Lepida, took him 
home (for his mother Agrippina had been ſent 
into baniſhment), and beſtowed upon him ſuck 
an education as her low and narrow circum- 
ſtances could admit. A barber and a dancer 
were his ſole tutors till the death of Caligula, 
and they gave ſuch a wrong bias to | his incli- 
nation, as ſtuck by him for the remainder of 
his life. Nor did the famous Seneca, who was 
appointed governor to him about the eleventh 
year of his age, endeavour to mend the mat- 
cer. N | 
The mother, Agrippina, had taken care to 
keep him a ſtranger to phjloſophy, for this 
reaſon, that it would but fill his head with no- 
tions inconſiſtent with the art ot government ; 
and Seneca, out of a ſelfiſh principle, had not 
ſo much as let him dip his pitcher 1n the foun- 
tains of eloquence. He conſidered, that an in- 
ability to ſer down his thoughts handſomely in 
writing, would always make himſelt neceſſary 
to the emperor, and therefore he ſufter'd him 
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cultivated nature could of it felf achte. 


un; than Seneca at home ; and fe Heat bens 


write better, or practiſe wotſe. He ifveigh'd 
Fin h, kee Lime cls ar be pet 
vately wallow d in the fepaſts of an epicute; 
delighting in all manner of profuſion: and täg- 
nificence that could either pleaſe the eye or the 
belly, No one ever handled thoſe that follow 
the court in a more liberal vein of raillery, 
and yet took greater pa ins to keep a firm ſeat 
there, than himſelf. Whilſt he. inceffantly 
threw contempt upon flatterers, he was/himſelt 
'a ſycophant; writing e tera upon ſreed 
men, and the other favourites of the court. 
No Heathen could ſpeak or write more beauti- 
fully againſt an immoderate love of riches, nor 
with greater diligence ſtretch out both his 
hands to get them, In ſhort, the virtue of 
Seneca, as well as the greater part of the Hea- 
thent, was no more than an outward: appear- 


ance; a bait hung out to catch eſteem. The 


applauſe of the world could not otherwiſe be 
gain'd, but by an illuſtrious form of ſanctity 
of manners; they therefore watch'd all oppor- 
tunities that might recommend them to the 
publick, appearing every where in maſquerade, 
except in their own houſe. 
The truth is, where there is no faith, mora- 
lity can never riſe from diſintereſted and glo- 
rious motives; fame alone being the ſpring of 
action, and out ward acts a ſuperficial daubing 
to impoſe upon the fight, Faith and morality 
are inſeperable companions here upon earth, it 
being impoſſible ro meet the one in life and vi- 
gour, without the other. Faith is the head, 
morality the body; take away one, and, to all 
purpoſes, preſent q well as future, you deſtroy 
both. 9 n enn, ie 
Nero enter'd upon his reign with an oſtenta- 
tion of piety ; he gave Claudius a moſt honou- 
rable and ſumptuous funeral, and, delivering 
an oration in his praiſe, had him conſecrated 
into a rank with the Heathen gods. He at firſt 
permitted his mother to manage all affairs, pub- 
lick as well as private; ſhe gave audience to 
ambaſſadors, and writ all the diſpatches that 
were forwarded either to the tributary kings 
or provinces. In the mean, time, he himſelf 
declar'd, that the example of Auguſtus ſhould 
al ways be the meaſure of his government ; 
and to the end he might let his people ſee that 
he was in earneſt, he gave all poſſible teſtimo- 
nies of a munificent, merciful, and gentle na- 
ture. Heavy impolttions were either quite a- 
boliſhed, or ſo moderated, as to bring no in- 
conveniency upon the ſubjects. LN: 1 
The emperor being one day importuned to 
ſign'a dead warrant for the execution of a ma- 
lefactor, made anſwer, in a ſeeming touch of 
compaſſion, Oh how great would my ſati faction 
be, if T did not underſtand letters Such ſena- 
tors as had fallen into a ſtate of poverty, were 
eneroully reliev'd, out of his own pocket. 
hen the ſenate came one day in a body to 
return him thanks; Stop, faid he, 270 I ſhall 
have deſerved them. there was' not a -man of 
any note in Rome, whom he did not know, or 
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light, and doing 


purpoſe ſcem' d to conſiſt in adminiſtering de- 
good offices to the people; 
he gave each of t hem four hundred pieces oſ 
money, and to his life-guards corn every 
month. en, ES YO TEL RT et 1 3 


His two miniſters of greateſt power about 


him, were Sehera, and Afranins Burrbhus; the 
former eminent in eloquence and politeneſs, and 


the larxter for war, and "ſeverity of manners, 


They had both of them a continual ſtruggle to 
reſtrain the cruel and furious motions of 4. 


grippina, whoſe prime miniſter and director was 


the freed man Pallas, who had adviſed Clau- 
ies, to an inceſtuous marriage, and fatal adop- 

At this time appear'd in Fudza a falſe pro- 
phet, who had, by enchantments and other 
deluſory vanities, drawn together a body of 
thirty thouſand men. Among theſe, were four 
thouſand harden*d aſſaſſins, who would give out 
at no villainy, that might protect the impoſtor. 
He -would lead them, he ſaid, to the mount of 
olives, and, with one word of his mouth, over. 
throw the walls of-Jeruſalem, then enter the ci- 
ty, expel the Roman garriſon, and resſettle the 
liberties of the people. But Felix prevented his 
intentions, and, giving him battle, killed four 
hundred of his men upon the ſpot, took two 


hundred priſoners, and put the reſt to flight. 


The impoſtor, who was a Few, born in Ægypt, 
made his eſcape, which gave an occaſion to the 
commander of the Roman troops to demand 
afterwards, of St. Paul, whether he was not 
the above ÆgypDẽg tl. 
As in a body over- run with the king's evil, 
one ſore (commonly) is no ſooner healed up 
than another breaks out; ſo it fell out now in 
Fudza, one tumult never ceas'd till a ſecond 


was ready to begin. The whole country was 


over-ſpread with thieves, robbers, falſe: pro- 
phets, aſſaſſins, and magicians ; and theſe were 
every where at work in rouzing up the Jews 
ro a rebellion againſt the Romans. Thoſe that 
would not hearken to their propoſals, and had 
any thing to loſe, were ſure to be ſtripp'd of 


all they poſſeſs d, and treated with outrage and 


violence. Under a pretext of liberty, they 
murder'd the rich, pillag'd their goods, burnt 
villages, and committed all ſorts of inhuma- 
nity that mad rage could ſuggeſt. 

Burrhus and Seneca taking it in ill part that 
the adminiſtration ſhould entirely reſt upon A- 
grippina, but principally reſenting their oun 
excluſion from affairs of ſtate; laid now their 
heads together to out her of all power and au- 
therity. - They repreſented to Nero how trea- 


_ cheroufly ſhe had put Narciſſus, and Silanus, 


proconſul of A/a, to death, and how unbeco- 
ming it Was to ſee a woman give audience to 
ambaſſadors in his preſence: They therefore 
begg'd him to act the part of a man, and aſ- 
ſume the government into his own hands. Ne- 
ro, whoſe brain was by no means turned for 
buſineſs of-a ſerious nature, and whom they in- 
dulged in all manner of looſe gratifications, 
was. at laſt brought to humour their requeſt, 
devolving all the burden upon them. And, to 
their honour, it muſt be ſaid, that while they 
e 
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continued at the helm, neither the ſtate, nor 
tirate perſons, had any reaſon to complain. 


A conjurer having, in the infancy of Nero, 


told Agrippina that her ſon would ſucceed to 
the empire, and then murder her; ſuch was her 
mad ainbition, that, in a tranſport of pleaſure, 
ſhe broke out into theſe words: Tet bim kill 
me, ſo be but reign. But now ſeeing her ſelf 
neglected and contemn'd by him, ſhe ſorrow- 
fully wiſh'd ſhe had never ſpoke the words; 


and what added to her pain, was, the thought 


that the freed woman, Ae, had eclipſed her 
command, even within the palace it ſelf. ' 
This Adte had been a ſlave brought out of 
Aſia, but, for all that, appear'd ſo charming in 
the eyes of Nero, that he only not ſuborned a 
few ſenators to ſwear ſhe was deſcended of the 
royal family of Attalus, but would, alſo, have 
married her, and divorced his own wife Offa- 
via, had he not been afraid of the general diſ- 
ſatisfaction of the people. e 
Agrippina being unable to fit patiently un- 
der this diminution of her credit, made bitter 
remonſtrances to Nero, reproaching him-as well 
as her ſelf with her marriage, incantations, 
and forceries; and concluding, that as it had 
been in her power to raiſe him to the throne, 
ſo ſhe would quickly let him ſee that ſhe could 
pull him down, and advance Britannieas, the 
rightful heir, in his room. Upon this, Vero, 
in a terrible fright, ſent for Locuſta, and bid 
her inſtanily prepare him a poiſon that might 
be certain in its effect. She, accordingly, gave 
him one, but it happening to work off upon 
Britannicus in a looſeneſs, he, in a great rage, 
fell upon Locuſta, and beat her within an inch 
of her life. I demanded a poiſon, cried he, and 
gou have brought a ſafe medicine. He then 
ſtood by her till ſhe had boil'd up a ſtuff, which 
he tried upon a kid, and finding that it would 
not prove deadly in leſs ſpace than five hours, 
he made her add a greater quantity, and boil 
it up longer. After this, he experimented it 
upon a pig, which it diſpatch'd immediately. 
And having thus furniſh'd his helliſh mind with 
an effectual weapon, he caus'd it, the ſame 
night, to be exhibited to Britannicus, whilſt 
he ſat at ſupper with him. 1 5 
Britaunicus had no ſooner taſted it, than he 
fell down dead. The poor young gentleman 
had been frequently troubled with the falling- 
ſickneſs, and therefore Nero thought to lay 
this perfidious accident upon the ſame cauſe. 
The dead body changing forthwith into a livid 
colour, he order'd it to be ſmear' d over with 
plaiſter; but a violent flow of rain having next 
day (whilſt they were hurrying on the funeral) 
waſh'd off the plaiſter, gave the Romans an 
opportunity to be, with their eyes, convinced 
of a crime in Nero that had before reach'd their 
ears. n ln 
Nero had, from his earlieſt taſte of ſupreme 
authority, addicted himſelf to wine and pretty 
women; but when he found that no perſon 
took the liberty to reprimand. his irregula rities, 


— 


and matters of ſtate were, not withſtanding, di- 


rected proſperouſly, he concluded, he was en- 


Baged in ſuch a purſuit as deſerved: praiſe, and 
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= give ſenſual appetite a füll and uncontrolled! 
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"Boe and Burrhus, though men otherwiſe 
of great abilities, yet were fools enough to 
think that Nero's ſoftneſs and effeminacy Would 
neither hurt the ſtate, nor be attended with any 
ill conſequences to himſelf: As if a bad exam- 
ple in a prince did not diſſeminate corruption 
through a whole people, or a young debauchee 
world infallibly grow afterwards tired of vice, 
and embrace virtue. The prevailing influence 
of a wicked prince, is too evident to be inſiſted - 
on, and for one inſtance of a reformed rake, 
every man's experience may ſupply him with 
a liſt of twenty that have died in their fins. 
Vice, for the moſt part, gathers ſtrength from 
age; and though the organs of the body are 
often ſoon incapaditated from keeping pace with 
the mind, yer that does by no means hinder 1t 
from ſurviving in this. He that would gain a 
thorough conqueſt over his depraved appetites, 
muſt begin betimes, and he will quickly meet 
with ſucceſs. Ir 1s but going into a temperate 
regimen for a week or two, and the work 18 
compleated : And however ſevere it may at 
firſt appear, it will yet be, in a ſhort while, 
ſucceeded by ſuch a ſeries of uninterrupted 
health and joy, as can no where elſe be found 
bur in the practice of virtue. But vice, clo- 


thed with years, and of conſequence, warp*d 


in the conſticution, is rebellious and ſtubborn, 
and as frequently laughs at medicine, as does 


an inveterate diſeaſe, 


When the diflolute bias had once got an ab- 
ſolute poſſeſſion of Nero, however he might 
outwardly endeavour to cant and diſſemble, yet 
he was all of a piece within, and at home, the 
wiſe and prudent conduct of Seneca and Bur- 
rhus ſeem' d like a ttumpet ſounding in his ears 
his own want of underſtanding. It was an o- 
pen acknowledgment, he thought, of his im- 
perial incapacity, to be guided either by his 
mother, or them; and in this ſentiment he was 
ſupported and confirm'd by thoſe who were the 
daily companions of his increaſing debauches. 
He ſoon arrived to a contempt of all modeſty 
and decent regard, came to an opinion that no- 
thing was ſo ſhameful as an obligation ariſing 


from advice, and therefore reje ing every 


thing elſe, he reſolved with himſelf to follow 
only the pattern of Caligula. . 
The liberality of Caligula was the firſt point 
he thought proper to begin with, and, accor- 
dingly, having one day ordered two hundred 
and fifty thouſand drams to be given to Dori- 


phorus, who kept the publick records of the 


empire, and being quick-ſighted enough to 
ſmell out the deſign of his mother in making 


it be counted out before his face; he immedi- 


ately ſaid, I have been miſtaken ; I apprehended. 
F had made the man a valuable, preſent,but /ince 
it 1s not ſo, let an equivalent ſum; to this al- 
ready counted, be forthwith told out, and added 
to it; than give the man notice, that he may 
come, and receive it. | | $3. 

The height of Nero's ambition lay in ſuch 
things as did not exceed the taſte and capacity 


uot the meaneſt of the people. The ſhows and 
erefore had no farther thought remaining than 


diverſions exhibited in the Circus, or place of 
publick 


940 
ublick exerciſes, run away with his whole at- 
' tention, and ſo fill'd his head, that it was with 
pain he reflected upon any thing elſe. No- 
thing could eſcape his notice that had merited 
applauſe at . theſe performances. The very 
horſes, which had diſtinguiſhed themſelyes, and 
often carried the day, were not leſt unreward- 
ed, but. mer with particular marks of his eſteem, 
When they came to be diſabled, by accidents, 
or age, from giving any farther entertainment 
to the ſpectators, he loaded them with the 
ſame teitimonies of honour that were of uſe to 
be conferr'd upon the men who had reported 
the victory, and alſo ſettled upon them annual 
penſions tor their more comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ENCE. | | | 

Aſter this, he would of a night put on a 
ſlave's habit, and, attended with a company of 


rogues, as wicked as himſelf, run about the 


city, violating the honour of both women and 
boys, and, robbing the paſſengers, wound many 
of them, and kill others. In theſe mad exceſ- 
ſes he vainly fancied no body knew him, and 
therefore gave a full ſcope to his inclination, 
which naturally led him to all ſorts of wick- 


edneſs, cruelty, and murder. But it was not 


poſſible for him to deceive the eyes of the 


multitude, in regard his execrable deeds, which 


no other perſon durſt, or could have attempted 
with impunity, as well as his numerous retinue, 
gave them a tatal conviction that he alone was 
the author of theſe enormities. 1 5 
In theſe midnight revels, no one could pro- 
miſe himſelf ſatery, even within his own, houſe; 
for the tyrant and his gang no more ſpar d gen- 
tlemen's houſes, than they did thoſe of an in- 
terior rank. They carried inſtruments along 
with them, by the help of which they made a 
forcible entrance into any houſe they pleaſed, 
and then omitted no manner of outrage, or vi- 
olence, that might recommend them to Nero, 

their head: For he that ſhew'd the greateſt 
genius for miſchief, was always ſure to be par- 
ticularly favour'd by Vero. 

Among other abuſes of this low and ſcanda- 
lous nature, the monſter one evening broke into 
the houſe of Julius Montanus, a Roman ſena- 
tor, and there throwing down the gentleman's 
wite, 
which ſo provok'd the ſenator, that, contemn- 
ing all notions of danger, he flew upon Vero, 
and gave him ſuch a warm reception, as oblig'd 
him for ſome days after to conceal himſelf 
within his own palace, for tear the marks of it 
ſhould diſcorer him to the world. Nero 
thought he had ſufficiently injured the man to 
deſerve all the blows he had given him, and 
therefore wanted to paſs over the accident 
without any future reſentment : But when 
Mentanus, in a few days after, ſent him a let- 
ter, wherein he imprudently begg'd pardon for 
the inſult he had done him, Nero was then 
pleas'd to ſay, Is is poſſible that a man, who 
has had the impudence to beat the emperor,ſhould 
be fo inſen/ible of ſhame, 
out killing himſelf © 


The death of Germanicus had ſtruck Agrip- 


pa with a very great concern, not out of any 


violently endeavour'd to raviſh her; 


as 10 live ſo long with 


regard ſhe bore to him, but from a real value 
to her ſelf, whoſe meaſures came thereby to 
be wofully defeated. She deſigued to have 
made him her tool to undo Nero, and her ſpleen 
and extravagant ambition was ſuch, as would 
refuſe no method that might accompliſh it. 
Nero had offended beyond her patience, having 
not only deprived her of her guards, but redu- 


ced her to the circumſtances of a private gen- 


tlewoman. . And from thence it follow'd; that 
ſhe met with little or no reſpe& at. Rome. 
Thoſe that ſaw her in any of the ſtreets, would 
either endeavour. to avoid her, or, if they 
could not, would yet paſs her without any 

compliment, or ſign of reſpect. 8 
Theſe diſſatisfactions ſo worked in her brain, 
that the entered into private articles with Ru- 
bellius Plautus, who was a perſon as nearly re- 
lated to Auguſtus as Nero himſelf, whereby 
ſhe not only promiſed him marriage, but the 
ſovereignty it ſelf. But as theſe things were 
not ſo cloſely concerted as to be kept back 
from Nero's ear, they threw him into ſuch a 
paſſion, that had he not been detain'd by the 
friendly admonitions of Burrhus, he would that 
moment have ſacrific'd his mother. Agrippina 
ſtoutly denied the whole ſtory, and Nero ſeem- 
ing to believe her, admitted her again into a 

ſmall ſhare of his friendſhip. 

In the mean time, nothing had paſſed in Je- 
ruſalem but ſedition and mutiny, to which the 
frequent changes in the high-prieſthood contri- 
buted not a little. The Levites had an indiſ- 
putable right to levy the tenths, and out of 
theſe they afterwards gave the tenth part to 
the prieſts, who divided it among themſelves, 
according to their reſpective dignities. 'T hoſe 
who had formerly enjoy'd the high-prieſthood, 
and been depoſed, thought they hag ruth: 
ſtanding, as good a claim to the ſame propor- 
tion now, as when they continued in office, and 
therefore they would not abate an inch of what 
had before been their due. But in regard 
they could not make the ordinary prieſts fall in 
willingly with this unjuſt demand, each of em 

kept in pay a number of arm'd men, in order 

to ſuperadd ſome weight to their pretenſions. 
And thus violently breaking into the barns of 

ſuch prieſts as oppoſed them, they collected 
the tenth part after the manner that might beſt 
ſuir with their own profit. Theſe unlawful 
means were often ſeconded by blows, and Je- 
ruſalem looked like a city that had neither po- 
licy nor magiſtrates. „ 
Whilſt St. Paul remained a priſoner at Cæ- 
ſarea, a great diviſion happened between the 
Fews and the Syrian idolaters, that inhabited 
the rown. Herod, who founded the city, had 
there built temples, and erected ſtatues, in con- 
formity to Pagan uſages, and peopled it with 
Syrians, as well as Fews. The contention 
was, which of them ſhould have the prior right 

to government, The Fews had the pre-emt- 
nence both in ſtrength and riches, but the Re- 
man garriſon, which commanded there, being; 
for the greater part, compos d of Syrian and 
Samaritan ſoldiers, took part with the Hanz. 
Theſe diſputes wete oſten attended with bloody 
| . conſequences 


conſequences} and therefore kept the comman- all 


ding officer upon continual duty to preſerve 


the peace. 


An engagement ſooh after ſucceeded between 
them, wherein the 7ews had the better of the 


day; many of their adverſaries being either 


kill*d-ox+.,woutided, Hereupon, Felix marched 


. 
7 


with althis forces to put an end to the combat. 


He firſt tried fair means, but finding them in- 
effectual, he next fell upon the Fews, and ſlay- 


ng a great number of them, made the reſt ta 


pludering and rifling the houſes, till Felix cal- 


ed them off, at the ſollicitation of the . Fews, 
who had humbled themſelves, and implored 


mercy. 

Flix ſeeing no way to terminate.theſe dif- 
ferences, aſſembled the principal men of both 
parties, and ordering them to go to Rome, 
commanded them to ſubmit the matter to the 
deciſion of Nero. They accordingly went; 
but the Syrians, who had before taken care to 
lay in a ſufficient ſtock of golden arguments, 
which were put into the hands of Beryl lus, 
Nero's ſecretary, gain*d. the cauſe. Nero ad- 
judg*d the Jets to a forfeiture of all the pri- 
vileges of the city, and inveſted the Sjrrans 
with the ſole honour: of magiſtraey; which 
wiſe ſentence of Nero ſo irritated the Jews of 
Ceſarea, that from thenceforward they diſcon- 
tinu'd not their ſeditious practices, till their na- 
tion with one mind fir'd into a general revolt. 
Felix being, in a little while after, recalled 
from his government, Feſtus was ſent thither to 
officiate in his room. Whereupon, the Jews 
ſent an embaſſy to Rome, with a commiſſion to 
accuſe Felix of the many injuries, and acts of 
injuſtice, he had heaped upon their nation. But 
their deſign came to nothing, by reaſon Pallas, 
the brother of Felix, had ftill intereſt enough 
at court to baffle and elude their meaſures. 
_ Whilſt theſe things were. a doing, Vero, 
who had ſet himſelf Caligula for a pattern, was 
hard at work to make the copy exceed the ori- 
ginal. He delighted in all ſorts of profuſion, 
and abſtained om no means, how unjuſt ſo- 
ever, that could ſupply his expence. He had 
quite exhauſted and run out che publick trea- 
{ure, new taxes were, therefore, impoſed, ma- 
ny rich perſons diſpoſſeſs'd of their eſtates, and 
others put to death for the ſame reaſon. 
As Nero placed all his ſatisfaction in little 
diverſions, no day paſs'd without ſome exer- 
ciſes of that nature. One day exhibited a 
combat were men on horſeback: enconnter'd 
with bulls; and a ſecond brought upon the 
ſlage Nero's horſe- guards, who engag'd, and 
with their arrows, kill'd four hundred bears, 
and three hundred lions: After which, thirty 
Roman knights throwing off all conſideration 
of decency and their own character, ſueceeded, 
and fought it out like common gladiators: At 
another time, he would fill the empty ſpace of 
the theatre with ſea water, where might be ſeen 
fiſhes and other animals ſwimming, and then 
entertain the ſpectators with a naval combat. 
This done, and the falt water beth let out a> 
gain, _there would ſevetal duels follow; and 
* of troop againſt troop: And, laſt of 
3 | 


to their heels. Upon this, the ſoldiers run a 


ſome of whom were ſent in 


- 


ſentenc'd to dearth, | -- 


as well as the man. „ 
In the mean time, the eaſt was involved in 
great commotion ; the Parthians had invaded 
Armenia, and expell'd Rhadamiſtus; nephew 
to Mithridates, whom Claudius had exalted to 
the throne. Hereupon, Vero appointed Corbu- 
lo commander of all the forces that were to 
march againſt them. Corbulo was a man of an 
ancient family, and who merited, from a re- 
gular and temperate way of life, as well as his 
great skill and rer in the field, to be e- 
levated into a place among the nobleſt of the 
Romans. He had all along recommended 
himſelf to the world by an inviolable regard 
to juſtice and all his promiſes, having never 
once fail'd in either point, even to ſtrangers and 


for ſhe was a common property to the maſter, 


"_ 


enemies. 1 0 85 
This great character could even penetrate 
the heart of the brute Vero, and make him 
lodge his difficulties in the breaſt of a man 
whoſe integrity was ſuch, that he well knew 
he would ſooner die than betray him. Though 
Nero hated virtue, yet he had ſenſe enough 
to underſtand there was no one whom he could 
ſafely truſt, who was not a ſincere lover of it. 
He therefore conferr'd upon Corbulo the chief 


direction of his army, with a power more ab- 


ſolute than he had ever beſtow'd upon any ge- 
neral before. Nor entertain'd he the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion but Corbulo would at once reduce his e- 
nemies, and continue firm to his own intereſt. 


And herein he was not deceived, for Corbulo 


could not in any degree be moved to renounce 
the fidelity he had once promiſed to Vero, not- 
withſtanding the many repeated inſtances and 
vows the Romans made, to ſtand by him with 
their lives and fortunes, and raiſe him to the 
empire in his ſtead. m0 2 2 
Corbulo, in this enter prize, found it a greater 
hardſhip to bring his foldiers to diſcipline and 
temperance, than to deal with the enemy. 
They had, under former generals, been ener- 
vated with indulgence and idleneſs; his firſt 
buſineſs, therefore, was, to regulate their man- 
ners, and whom he found irreclaimable, he ca- 
ſthier'd: And having thus reform'd his troops, 
he no ſooner begun his march, than the terror 
of his name ſtruck an inconceivable dread into 
Pologeſes, king of Parthia; as well as his fon 
Piridates, king of Armenia. Fa 
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942 
On his arrival in Armenia, he immediately 
ſought out the enemy, gave them battel, and 
put them to flight. Hereupon, Corbulo diſ- 
tch'd a meſſenger to Nero with an account 
of his ſucceſs, which induced the ſenate to ſa- 
late him with the name of emperor, and flat- 
ter him with as many bonours as they could 
have made him had he obtained the victory 
himſelf. Corbulo proſpering and taking in al 
the ſtrong places wherever he marched, ſo diſ- 
pirited Artaxata, the metropolis of the coun- 
try, that when he ſat down before it, the in- 
habitants ſurrender' d at the firſt ſummons. But 
in regard it was ſuch a prodigious large city, 
as could not be retained in obedience without 
a vaſt number of forces, which would have 
conſiderably weaken'd his own army; he ſet 
fire to it, and burnt it to the ground: Then 
leading his victorious troops to Tigranocerta, | 
which yielding ro him, and ſpreading his con- 
ueſts over all the country, he placed Tigranes, 
tha grandſon of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, 
upon the throne; and leaving a  ſele&t body of 
men to ſecure Z7granes in the poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, he returned with the reſt into Syria, 
of which province Vera had a little while be- 
fore made him governor in the room of Vini- 
M | „„ HEE 5 
Whilſt matters were thus fortunately going 
on in the eaſt, the rupture between Nero and 
his mother. had proceeded to ſuch an impious 
length, that he not only expelled: her the pa- 
lace, and diſtreſs'd and affronted ' her, himſelf, 
but made others vex and torment her with law- 
ſuits, and all poſſible unworthy treatment. On 
the other hand, Agrippina ceaſed not to diſ- 
charge her reſentment, till ſhe had thrown him 
(who was at bottom a ſhameleſs coward) into 
ſuch a frighr, as made him believe ſhe would 
one day undo him, if he did not put her to 
death. And in this horrid intention he was a- 
betted by Sabina, who could have no proſpect 
of marrying him, whilſt his mother continued 
alive. ; | 
Nero had thrice eſſay d to deſtroy his mother 
by poiſon, but without any pernicious effect; 
for Agrippina fearing the worſt, kept continu- 
ally upon the guard, and alſo fortified her ſelf 
with antidotes, He next laid a plot to con- 
trive a beam of the houſe ſo that it might with 
eaſe be looſen'd, let fall down and kill her, as 
ſhe ſlept in her bed. But this project, too, 
miſcarried, becauſe ſome ot his accomplices, 
ſhock'd at the horror of the crime, diſcover*'d 
the villain's deſign to his mother. He trem- 
bled to go about this parricide in an open and 
bare-fac'd manner; he therefore bent all his 
thoughts to find out an expedient that might 
make an unnatural murder paſs, in the eyes of 
the world, for an accidennn. 
Theſe helliſh muſings having for ſome time 
perplexed his brain, he at laſt ſaw. a veſſel at 
one of the ſhows which opened of itſelf to let 
out the beaſts, and then ſhut again: An artifice 
of the ſame nature, he thought, would effectu- 
ally do the buſineſs. | A ſhip was accordingly 
built in imitation of it; this done, he went to 
 Baali, a town of Campania, in Italy, and from 
thence ſending a ſplendid embaſſy to his mo- 
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tenderneſs, ' If ſhe happen of his 
ſight but for a moment, he ſeemingly. broke 
out into all the evidences of pain an 
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him. ee r 
On A e arrival, he treated het for 
ſeveral days, with the utmoſt magnificence, 


omitting no teſtimony of filial affection and 


ed to be out of his 


Impa- 
tience ; and when ſhe was preſent, he always 


expreſſed himſelf in love and rapture. He bid 


her ask him whatever would. be moſt agreeable 
to her, and it ſhould be granted; heaping up- 
on her, at the ſame time, many. extraordinary 
favours, that exceeded both her deſire and ex- 
The day drawing towards a cloſe, wherein 
the murder was to be perpetrated, he took her 
into his embraces, and kiſſing her eyes and 
hands, addreſs'd her in theſe endearing words: 
It is my. humble requeſt, my dear mother, that 
you may carefully endeavour to preſerve your 
precious health out of love to me, who have no 
pleaſure in life but for your ſake ; and indeed I 
cannot enjoy my ſelf without you, from whom I 
have received - my life, as well as the empire. 
After this cunning ſcene of deceit, he commit- 
ted her to the care of Anicetus, his freed man, 
and admiral of his fleet, bidding him. conduct 
her ſafe to. the veſſel, which lay prepared to 
carry her home, VV 
The rogue Anuicetus obey d, and having ſeen 
her to the ſhip, made his compliments, and leſt 
her in the hands of the mariners, who had been 
previouſly bribed to act a part in the tragedy. 
But the ſea, it ſeems, would not be acceſſoty 
to ſo foul a deed; for though the veſſel burſt 
aſunder, and let her fall into the water, yet 
loaded as ſhe was with meat and drink; ſhe, by 
the help of the tide, eſcaped the danger, and 
ot ſafe to land, in ſpite of all efforts of the 
ailors, who aimed ſtrokes at her with their 
ny and actually killed Aceronia Polla by her 
WTTTTFVTT BE GE, 
_ Agrippina being arrived at her houſe, would 
not ſeem to take any notice of the ſnare that 
had been laid for her, bur, putting. on an air 
of diſſimulation, ſent one of her. officers of 
ſtate to Nero, to acquaint him with the acci- 
dent that had befallen her, and the ſucceſs of 
her eſcape. Mero fell into ſuch a mad fit of 
rage at the news, that he inſtantly order'd her 
meſſenger to be put to death. Hereupon, Ne- 
ro, ſame ſay, tortured with fear and conſterna- 
tion, called for Burrhus and Seneca, to give 
their advice; and that Seneca ſnould then ask 
Burrhus whether the guards might not be com- 
manded to kill her: Who made anſwer, they 
would never be brought to undertake any ſuch 
thing againſt. the daughter of Germanicus; but 
Anicetus would, he believed, diſpatch, her, ac- 
cording go his promiſe. 
I am willing to think, that neither Burrbus 
nor Seneca knew any thing of the matter, till 
it was finally exetuted: Nero needed no in- 
ſtructors in miſchief. Nor can it be thought 
that men of their learning and ſenſe would eder 
give their conſent to let a {on plunge his {wor 
in the bowels of his mother. However, this 


is certain, there was no delay in th 9 7 
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Anicetu had an immediate order from Nero to 


catry two of his ſallors along with him, and cut 
her off. As ſoon as Agrippina ſaw theſe aſſaſ- 
fins enter her chamber, the underſtood their 
commiſſion, . and uncoyering her ſelf to the 
skin, cried out, Strike Anicetus, ſtriłe your: 
word into the belly that brought forth Nero. 
One of them ſtunned her with a blow upon the 
head, and the other two drawing their ſwords, 
kill'd her with many wounds. 
When the report came to Nero that ſhe was 


dead, he could not be brought to believe it, 


the ſavage exceſs of the crime ſtaggering him, 
and repreſenting it to his view like a dream. 
He therefore went to her lodgings to have the 
teſtimony of his own eyes; and there ſurvey- 
ing her naked body from head to feet, I pro- 
teſt, ſaid he, I did not know that my mot her was 
ſo handſome a woman. ' . 

The ſenate, as well as people, were at this 
time ſunk into ſuch a degeneracy of manners, 
that they publickly congratulated the monſter 
upon the ſucceſsful iſſue of his damnable enter- 
prize; and, when he came back to the city, 
the ſenate, together with the ſeveral tribes of 
Rome, and all their wives and children, met and 
received him with as much joy, pomp, aud ſo- 
lemnity, as if he had returned with the laurels 
of the Whole earth. But however they acted 
the part of perfidious traitors to the dictates of 
nature, reaſon, and common ſenſe; yet he 
could never bring his own conſcience to flatter 
him, or give him one moment's reſpite from a- 

onies and torment; to the hour of his death. 
He has often declared he could get no reſt be- 
cauſe of his mother, who haunted him perpe- 
tually, and made the furies buffet him with 
flaming torches. He tried all manner of expe- 
dients, and among the reſt, a council of con- 
jurers, in order to reſettle the peace of his 
mind, and appeaſe the ghoſt of Agrippina; but 
all to no purpoſe: For inquietude and terror 
followed him, to the miſerable end of his wick- 
ed life. a n {1 | 15 

Nero having now conſulted an agent of Sa- 
tan, and received by way of anſwer, the fol- 
lowing precaution, Bewate of the year ſeventy- 
third ; wiſely | ara himſelf a long courſe 
of joy and ptoſperity. He had many years to 
live, he thought, and might during that time, 
give the full ſtretch to his deſires ; for nothing 
could hurt him. But he : afterwards found to 
his coſt, that the devil had deceived him, as he 
does all others who run to him for aid. 

In like manner were conceiv' d the two ora- 
cular anſwers that came to ,Cra/#s, king of 
Lydia, from a conſultation of his Pagan gods, 
before he ſet , out on that war againſt Cyrus, 
wherein he. loſt his kingdom, - One of them 
was, That Creeſus /bould he in no danger, till 
a mule ſwayed the ſcepter of the 7 and 
the other contained in ſubſtance, Tt as ſoon 
as he paſſed over Italy, he ſhould overturn a 
great empire. Creſus, animated by theſe delu- 
ions, immediately gallop'd to his own ruin: 
For concluding that a mule could never be rai- 
ſed to the throne. of the Medes, his preſent 
condition (he fancied) was aſſuted beyond all 
poſſibility of danger. And now nothing rer 
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mained for him to do, but to make good the 
ſecond propheſy. Hereupon, being, in a ſhort 


/ 


__ after, dethroned and made . priſoner 


Jrus, and heavily reſenting the trick his falſe 
gods had put upon him, he begg'd Cyras to let 
him ſend a meſſenger to their temples, to up- 
braid them with the cheat. All the excuſe 
they return'd him, run in theſe words: Cyrus, 


ON laid, was the mule they meant, as being 
deſcended of two different nations, his father a- 
Perſian, and his mother a Mede. And the em- 
pire he was to overthrow, imported no one but 
his own. -. Ambigous terms are the common 
fare that the devil dreſſes out for thoſe that 
apply to him; his anſwer. is always pointed 
with a double edge, that let the event be 


what it will, he may have ſomething to ſay 


for himſelf. ; 

Ihe forementioned anſwer that Nero had re- 
ceiv d from Satan, ſuperadded to the many 
fulſome decrees and praiſes which the ſenate 
and people beſtow'd on him, ſo enlarged his 
pride and vanity, that conſidering himſelf as 
an abſolute lord, and proprietor of as ' many 
ſlaves as he had ſubjects, he ſtuck not to ſay, 
he had a right to diſpoſe of them after what 
manner he ſhould judge fit. He had before 
ſnelter'd the moſt of his infamous actions under 
ſome ſort of a diſguiſe ; but now that he had 
met with a general return of thanks for the 
murder of his mother, it confirm'd him in an 
opinion that it was impoſſible for him to con- 
cert or act any thing which did not carry with- 
in its own boſom a ſufficient ſanction and autho- 
rity, He therefore baniſhed from his preſence 
all future care and circumſpection, and openly 
appearing in the livery of the devil, gave the 
world to know he was the blackeſt monſter 
800 had hitherto trod in the criminal ways of 
in. ' | 


He rioted in all ſorts of low folly and ex- 


travagant expence, and being by that means 
kept in continual beggary and want, extreme 
impoſitions, rapine, murder and violence, were 
call'd in to ſupply him with daily ſunds. He 
carried luxury to an inctedible exceſs, length- 
ening out his entertainments from noon to mid- 
night, and laviſhing away money in ſuch a 
manner, as if he thought all praiſe conſiſted in 
perſonating the ſquanderer. Frugality ſeemed 
to him the greateſt yice a man could be guilty 
of, and he would often fit down and commend 
the | admirable genius of Caligula, for diſſipa- 
ting in ſo ſhort a time, the vaſt treaſure that 
had been left him by Tiberius. He always 
travel'd with a thouſand chariots in his reti- 


nue, had his mules ſhod with ſilver, fiſn'd with 


RIO net, and put on a new dreſs every 
N . ; | 

Vero had often. attempted to ſtrangle his 
wife Octavia as the lay a-bed ; but that failing 


him, he publickly divorc'd her, and married 


Sabina, the wife of Otho, and his own concu- 
bine. This was done in oppoſition to the will 
of Burrbus, who bravely told him, If you will 
repudiate Octavia, reftore her the empire, which 
-was the fortune ſhe brought you. And when 
the people exclaim'd againſt it, he inſtantly ba. 
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with paiſon, and took poſſeſſion of her eſtate. 
At the ſame time having forcibly defiled the 
body of Aulus Plantias, a young gentleman, 
whom his mother had formerly reſpected, and 
aftet that abominable fact kill'd him. Now, 
ſaid he, let my mother go, and careſs my ſuc- 
coſſor. e 5 2 ak 7 1 ; 
Feftiis, governor of Fudæa, found his pro- 
vince over-run with diſorder, tumults; and 


maſſacres, Thieves, robbers, and aſſaſſins, 
(carter'd fire and ſword through the whole 
country; and their fury was no ſooner. quaſh' d 


in one place; than it broke out in another: ' Be- 
ſides 2 new impoſtor, who made profeffion of 
magick, gave him no little trouble. This fel- 


low led a great number of perſons into the de- 
ſart, promiſing them a final . deliverence from 


all their calamities ; but Feſtus gave an entire 
overthrow to him and all his followers. _ 
About this time came king Agrippa (whoſe 
kingdom had been conſiderable augmented by 
the giſts of Nero) to Feruſalem; and taking 
np his reſidence at a houſe near the temple, he 


there. built another apartment, by the means of 


which he could over-look every thing that paſ- 
ſed within the temple. This the Fews ſaid 
was . contrary to their laws, and therefore they 


| rais'd a high wall, which quite took away his 


oſpect. Hereupon, Agrippa reſenting the 
ſaſule the Jews had done him, complained to 


Feſtus, who order'd them to pull down their 


wall. But the Jews reſolutely ſtood by their 
enterprize, tell:ng him they would only ſubmir 
their cauſe to Cæſar. 8 WE 
Freſtus heatken'd to them, and they deputed 
to Rome ten of their principal men, together 
with [/4mae}, the high-prieſt, and Chelcias, 


| keeper of the ſacred treaſure, On their arri- 
val at Rome, they firſt made their addreſſes to 
Poppæa Sabina, Nero's old harlot, but young 
empreſs; and having by her intereſt, obtained 


the favour of the emperor, they were allowed 
to retain the wall they had erected. Jeſephus 
is pleas'd to ſay, that Sabina (whom he men- 
tions by her firſt name Poppea) was a woman 
of piety. How he came to be ſo far miſtaken, 
I cannot tell ; for ſhe really was one of the 
moſt cruel and abandon'd proſtitutes of the age 
the liv'd in; contributing her advice and con- 
ſent to the murder of Vero's mother, his wife, 
and many others. I: oils 4: 
In the beginning of the year of our Lord 
Gxry-fifth (the ſixty- ſecond of the vulgar A. 
ra), died. bens, the governor, to whom ſuc- 
ceeded Albinus, by the appointment of Voro. 
In the mean time, Aanrs, the high-prieſt (who 
was an audacious and bloody villain, and now 
advanc'd to that dignity by Agrippa), had, be- 
fore Aibinus's arrival, call'd a pretended coun- 
cil, and condemn'd Fames the Fuft, the ſon of 
the Virgin Mary's ſiſter, and ſome others, to be 
ſton'd to death. This act offended ſays Joe 
© phts, all good men, and eſpccially ſuch as were 
© moſt converſant in the law.“ In ſhort, the crime 
of Auanus was no other than a downright mur- 
der; for the Fews had then no power of life 
and death. Hibinus, though in himſelf fo wic- 
ked a fellow, that he executed no ttalefaftors 


; " 
* 
2 1 * ; , 
N . , | ＋ 
1 2 . | | 
Ws * = 8 l V : — - Bj i 
- 1 A R "ITED "LF" bo : 4 
2 1 4 * TY — * , */ 
* * 2 % k 


but thoſe who wanted money 


© kill your ſacceſlor. 


with this behaviour of Ananus, that he causd 
him to be turn d out of his office. 


In the mean time, Nero was going on with 


his ignominous - ſports at Rome, not exempting 
even ſenators: from acting a part in his plays 
aud games. Some were made to play upon 
inſtruments, others forced to dance, whilſt a 
third party was conſtrained to repreſent trage- 
dies and comedies. He would frequently com- 
pel people of quality to condutt chariots, and 
tight wich beaſts, as well as men; nor did he 
diſhonour himfelf leſs than other people, it be- 
ing his common practice to put off the habit of 
an actor, and either ſing, dance, ſtrike an in- 
ſtrument of muſick, or perform ſome other mean 
part upon the ſtage, ass. 
Nero was generally accompanied to theſe. 
theatrical offices by Burrhus and Seneca, whoſe 
buſineſs it was, while he ſung or play'd, to lay 
traps for the acclamations of the audience. 
They always by their hands, voice, and geſ- 
ture, begun the roar of applauſe,” which being 
ſeconded by five thouſand imperial ſoldiers, 
that were bound to do duty on theſe occaſions, 
was ſoon: after joined and anſwered by the 
whole aſſembly. No perſons of any note were 
permitted to be idle at . theſe ludicrous enter= 
tainments; ſuch whom age or ſickneſs'render'd 
incapable of other exerciſes, were obliged to. 
ſing, in honour to thoſe that danced. And, to 
the end incapacity might never be brought for 
an excuſe, tri; orders were laid upon all per- 
ſons, old, as well as young, ro frequent the 
nblick ſchools, that they might thereby be 
mſtra&ed in ſome recreation or other. - 
Some people having heard a loud and conti- 
nued burſt of laughter iſſuing out of the ſenate- 
houſe in the dead of the night, and others a 
great noiſe of ſighs and groans proceeding from 
the theatre, and ſeveral other prodigies hap- 
pening at the ſame time; Nero youchfafed to 
conſulr the aſtrologers and diviners: Who tel- 
ling him, that though they preſaged his death, 
yet the miſchief might be prevented, by throw- 
ing it upon others. The credulous fool was 
upon the wing to take their cruel advice, and 
execute a number of innocent perſons; when 
Seneca put a ſtop to it with the following 
words: How great ſoever the multitude of the 
© perſons may be, whom you deſign to remove out 
* of the world, it will not be in your power to 


Whilſt Nero was thus fooliſhly miſpending 
the time, a general revolt happen'd in Great- 
Britain; and, indeed, it may be look 'd upon 
as a wonder that any province ſhould remain 
firm in obedience to a man whoſe only care it 
was to plander and impoveriſh his people. He 

ve ho poſt or office to any man, withent hav- 

g firggrutored him in theſe, er the Uke 
words: Tou now what it is J ſtand in nech of, 
let it be your principal aim, as well as mine, to 
leave no man in th poſſeſſion of any thing. All 
his governors of provinces (the brave and ho- 
neft Curbulo excepted, whom he ſoon- recalled 
from Sjrin, becauſe he knew he would never 
be brought te hold any poſt in that ſcandalous 


manger) were no more than his receiyers; mo 
EA a 
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had the name and honour ; he the wealth and hotrid exactions, and inſufferable -violences 's 


profits. : any o 
made eſtates, that accident owed its riſe to 


their own cunning management, and not his al- 


lowance. | 


Praſatagus, king of the Iceni, that is, ol 
Norfolk; Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntinton- 


ſpire, bad, at his death, left the Roman empe- 
ror coheir with his two daughters, with a view 
to ſecure his family in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
his kingdom. Hereupon, the covetous and un- 
generous Nero ſeized the whole ſtate into his 
own hands. Soldiers were detached againſt 
the country, who pillag'd the ſubjects both of 
their goods and lands, and treated the queen 
dowager, Boadicia, and her two daughters 
with all manner of abuſe.  __. 4 

| Boadicia being a woman of an heroick ſpirit, 
had no mind to let theſe: indignities go unpu- 
_ niſhed ; ſhe therefore put ber ſelf at the head 
of her own people, and having ſoon after got 
the Trinobantes, or Middle/ex men and the o- 
ther contiguous nations, to join her, marched, 
with all their forces, againſt Camalodunum (now 
Maldon), which was a colony of ſuperanua- 
ted ſoldiers, who had for ſome time violently 
diſtreſs'd all the neighbouring parts. As Ca- 
malodunum was a place of no ſtrength, ſhe ea- 
fily made herſelf miſtreſs of it, and put all 


the inhabitants to death: And then falling up- 


on the ninth legion, which had been ſent to re- 
inforce the town, ſhe obtain'd a compleat vic- 
tory, putting all the infantry to the ſwor«, 
whilſt the cavalry, commanded by Petilius Ce- 
realis, narrowly ſaved. themſelves by. flight. 
Boadicia next carried her. laurels to Verulami- 
um, now St. Albans, a.town free of the city of 
Rome and ſetting fire to it, cut off and de- 
ſtroy'd all. the enemies ſhe could meet with, 
having, at theſe two places, ſlaughter'd ſeventy 
thouſand perſons, . POLAR EE 478 
Paulinus Suetonius had, in the interim, made 
a deſcent upon the iſle Mona, that is, Angleſea. 
On his arrival thither, his ſoldiers were not a 
little terrified at the ſight of a great number 
of warlike men, intermix'd with a multitude 
of women, holding firebrands in their hands, 
_ and roaring out curſes againſt them. But Pau- 
linus making a halt, and encouraging his troops, 
land," rein PE v7 ends $47 
Suetonius coming at laſt to get intelligegce 
of Boadicia's victories, and that Catus Decia- 
nus, whom he had left governor in his abſence, 
was fled into Gallia; ſet out for Londinium. 
or London, a city even at this time, celebre- 
ted for its wealthy merchants and traffick. 
When he had reached thither, he recruited his 
army with a part of the inhabitants, and hav- 
ing by this means, increas'd his forces to ten 
thouſand men, he reſolv'd, at all hagards, to 
give battle to the enemy. He conſi er d, he 
had to deal with raw and undiſciplin'd men, 
and therefore he was in no pain about the vaſt 
ſuperiority of their number. 
Boadicia being arriv d within an hout'smarch 
of the Romans, made a review of her army, 
reminding every company, as they paſs d alo 
of the 1 exploits of their anceſtors, = 
3 


their courage reviy'd, and he ſoon reduc'd the 


And where it chane'd that any of em 


they at preſent groaned under, and the many 
outrages that had been done to her ſelf and 
daughters. Perpetnal liberty, or ſervitude, con- 
cluded ſhe, offer themſelves to your choice to duy, 
Fun the firſt, and repel the latter. As for me, 

am determined to conquer, or die. None but 
cowards will over bend their necks to a ſtate of 


Jlavery. This faid, ſhe let her forces againſt 


the Romans. 4 

The battle was gallantly, and for a long 
time, fuſtain'd on both ſides; and had the hearts 
of her ſgldiers been of a temper equal to the 
fortitude her own, ſhe muſt infallibly have 
carried the day: But they being of a much 
ſofter make, grew at laſt tir'd of a brave re- 
ſiſtance, and gave the Romans an opportunity 
to mow them down with a horrible {laughrer, 
fourſcore thouſand of them being killed upon 
the ſpot. They had ridicuoully environed 
their army with the waggons, in which they 
had brought their wives, to be ſpectators of 
the battle; and ſo obſtructing their own flight, 
fell a prey to the Romans. Thoſe that made 
their eſcape rallied again, with a deſign to re- 
new the fight ; but hearing that Boadicia was 


dead, they threw up all for loſt, and ſeveral- 


ly retired to their own houſes. - After this 
victory, Suetonius was deprived of his govern= 
ment, and Turpilianus, who had now finiſhed 
his conſulſhip, came over thither in his room. 
And this Turpilianus was a man, according to 
Tacitus, who neither gave nor received any pro- 
vocation, whilſt he layed in Britain; and de- 


lighted in a flothful idleneſs, which he gilded o- 


ver with the fair and ſpecious name of peace. 

About this time, Nero coming 4 — Bur 
rhus, who was afflicted with a ſore throat, pro- 
miſed to haye an infallible medicine made up 
for him; and returning to his own apartment, 
ſent him a poiſon, which diſpatch'd him in a 
few hours after. Nero was tir'd of a blunt mo- 
nitor, that had always taken the liberty to 
ſpeak what he really thought. It was below 
the ſoul of Burrhus to appear before him in a 
maſque ; he could not bring himſelf to be cour- 


tier enough to become a liar, or, which is the 


ſame thing, a flatterer ; and therefore he fell 
a. ſacrifice to the ſpite of Nero. Hereupon, 
Seneca, beginning to ſuſpect that the tyrant 
would, alſo, murder him, preſented an hum- 
ble requeſt, begging leave to retire into the 
country, and promiſing to ſurrender all his 
eſtate into his hands. But Nero, who was one 
maſs of diſſimulation, returning . anſwer, he 
would not live without him: Sexeca's deſign 
met with a diſappointment. Nero, at the ſame 


time, for the ſake of their eſtates, deſtroyed, 
by poiſon, ſeveral of his freed men, and, a- 


mong the reſt, Peryphorhas, and Pallas, who 
had not only promoted him to the favour of 
Claudius, and, of conſequence, to the empire, 
but ever after aſſiſted him in all his execrable 
and bloody projects. 3 
On the removal of the brave Corbulo from 
the adminiſtration of Syria ; Vologe/es, conſider- 
ing with himſelf that a probable, opportunity 


was fallen into his hands to reſtore his brother 


Tridates to the crown of Armenia, marched 
11 G | with 


res came himſelf in perſon, and, lays 


four only temain'd entire, the reſt Being vit 
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whom Corbulo had advanced to the throne, and 
reſettled his own brother, fotcing, alſo, Ce- 


fannius Pætus, whom Nero had ſent thit her to 


deferid the poſſeffor,, to abandon . the kingdom 
with all his ttoops ; he then diſpatched an em- 
baſſy to Rome, charg'd with a commiſſion to 
farter Nero into a reſighation of what his own 
arms had before given him. Nero magnificerit- 
ly treated the ambaſſadors, but would not 


the ſcepter at his feet, ſubmit to reg 
Him. As this Was a demand the ambaſſadors 
could give no anſwer to, Nerd thinking the 


tame of Corbulo would ſoon fright Vologeſes in- 


to ſo reaſonable a deſite, reinveſted Corbulo in 
his old command, and bid him̃ ſpeedily march 
aifiſt the Parthians. - Nero, for once, judg'd 
Acht; for Corbulo had no ſooner enter d Arme- 
ia with his army, than Vologeſes begg' d & ſuſ- 
penſion of arms, and, ſoon after, agreed to 
the vain requeſt of Nero. 2 
After the murder of Burrhus, Nero 4dvan- 


- 66d, to the command of his guards, Tigellinus, 


who was a fellow that in all points of exceſs, 
eruelty, and wickedneſs, reſembled himſelf. 


n had, alſo, the prime direction of all 


ſhows and diverſions ; and the firſf he fer 


out was à naval combat. At the place of ac- 


tion, artificial booths, taverns, and other tip- 


Ang conveniencies, were erected, for the more 
com̃modious entertainment of the ſpectators. 


Nero took his ſeat in a moſt ſumpravis and 
gallant manner, in the midſt of the aſſembly, 


. which being à mix'd company of men and wo- 


men, noble and ignoble, citizens and ſlaves, 
ſhimeleſly threw up all decent regards, and, in 
the eye. of the world, committed fuch brutal 
things, as are not fit to be mentioned, Virtue 
was not, in theſe days, to be ſcen among the 
women at Rome. Wero's wicked example had 
taught them imprudence to that degree, that 
young women of quality admitted gladiators 
to embrace them, whilſt theit fathers ſtood 
by; and common flaves kifs'd their maſter's 
wives before their faces, without any rebuke. 
At laft, this Iawleſs company, getting moſt of 
them drunk, numbetleſs quarreB enſued, and 


many murders, 


| But all theſe impieties being yer infoficieht 
to gratiſy the monſttous heart of Nero, he flow 
took a reſolution to deſtroy Rome at otic blow } 
atid, to this purpoſe, diſtributing his guards 


through all parts of the city, with an 6fde pe Hh 


vately to fer the honſes on fire; theſe Wicke 

mihnfters of. his yengeance inſtantly Wecated 
the commiſſion, in ſuch a manner, that thi nl 
ferdble inhabitants were reduced to Ah ferte⸗ 


dible confuſion, neither knowing tow the ifs 
chief had begun, nor where to apply a . 


tef h remedy. 
This fire commenced on the 19t of 74h 2 
which was the ſame day upon which Rohm Rad 
before been burnt by the Calls, and continued 


burning fix days, and ſeven nights. Of the 


fourteen diviſions, which compos'd the city, 
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ich all his förbes agulnſt the connery;” and i wen confun's to afties, or ſo diſabled bythe 

ving, with 4 rapid ſucceſs, expell'd the king: flames; that they were unfit for uſ6 


Wero had retired out of town, with a view 


that he might not be ſuſpected to have any 
hand in the terrible calamity, and did not re- 
turn tilt they ſent him word that his own pa- 
lace was in danger. When he came back, in- 
ſtead of putting himſelf ro any care about ex- 
tinguiſhing the fire, or ſaving the palace, whoſe 
deſtruction was threaten*d by the adjoining hou- 
ſes, which were all of a fire, he immediately 
went up to Mzcenas's tower, and from thence 
bebelchag the deplorable fate of the city, ex- 
preſs'd a great ſatisfaction at the beauty of the 
flames, and, in the dreſs of a common harper, 
_ and play d the deſtruction of Lium. 

A mulritude of people periſh'd in the flames, 
and the greater part of thoſe that eſcap'd were 
oblig*d to accommodate themſelves in huts and 
little eabins without the city. It is to be re- 
marked, that the very ſoldiers and officers of 
Nero, who thould have aſſiſted in this caſe, did 
all that in them lay to hinder the friendly offi 
ces of others, not only menacing thoſe who en- 
deavoured to flop the fire, but augmenting it 
themſelves. Nero had given a peremproty 
command not to let the unhappy ſufferers ſave 
either money or goods, and by this helliſh gain 
he at ones filled his own coffers, and enriched 
his ſoldiers. | RE 

The people, on this occaſion, accuſed Vero 
as the author of all their miſeries, and loading 
him with moſt bitter curſes, publicly handed 
about a ſibylline oracle to this effect: He that + 
ſhall baus murdered bis oꝛon mot her, will hap- 

en to be ns if the imperial race. And {6 
it fell out; for Vero was the laſt empetor of the 
family of Julius Ceſar. - _ 

| Nero labonred hard to make the world be- 
lieve it was not he that had contrived this 
horrid miſchief, but to no purpoſe ; for they 
well knew that ſuch a complicated crime could 
ptoceed from no body elſe. He would fain 
have perſaaded the Romans that the Chriſtians 
had ſet the city on fire; and, to give this ſelf- 
evident lie ſome ſort of colour, he excited 
the firſt perſecution againſt them, putting them 
to death by moſt cruel kinds of puniſhment: 
Some of them wete covered with the skins of 
wild beaſts, and then dogs let looſe upon them, 
that tore them in pieces. Some he crucified, 
and others he caufed to be burnt alive, and that 
principally in the night; to the end rhey might 

rye as lights ro guide paſſengers. This cruel 
beaſt raged with ſuch barbatity againſt the 
Chriftizns, that even their greateſt enemies pi- 
tied them, as victims kill'd only to glut and 
fatiate the bloody tage of one man. 

Albihus, who had now pteſided in Juda 
fot Abont c wo years, undetſtanding that Gefu, 
Floruſ d upon his way to fiieceed him in the 

vernment, cleared the goals of all perſons 

o cout pay Him any thing fot their liberty, 
leaving theft only in priſon who had nothing 
to ſatisfy his avarice. Albinus had all alor 
33 
urs Ihſotent and abandoned - mariageme! 
nat uh malt the Frivs forget the erines of 
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lis predeceſſor, bur; l alfs,” with thut 


ſtill had been their governor. Albimus fo fat 


had a regard to decency, that he never ventu- 
red upon a foul att, but when he thought he 
was not ſeen; but Foras openly. play d the 
ryrant, and boaſted of it. He had, by his 
wife's intereſt with Sabina, the empreſs, been 
promoted to the hehm of Fadæa, and there - 
tore he thought he might do what he pleas' d 
with impunity. Supported with this hope, he 
ſoon convine'd the Jews he was a thorough 
ſtranger to all ſentiments of humanity, as well 
„„ oo ¾—0u 
Hie not only ruin'd cities, but laid waſte 
whole countries, and making money all his pur- 
ſuit and ambition, he ſcorned no ways, how 
bloody or unjuſt ſoever, that could acquire ir. 
He publickly, by the voice of a crier, pro- 
claimed a grant to all mankind to rob and ſteal 
through the whole country, provided they 
vVvould enter into articles to give him a ſhare of 
the booty. This fellow was an exaCt copy of 
his worthleſs maſter, behaving in all points 
more like a hangman than a ſhepherd of the 
people. : | 
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us irregularities. Aud F proteſt to you, T 
can no longer obey a conductor of chariots, and 
of 4 WWW AMOS 
When it came to Hneca s tutu to die, he 
could not think of parting with Iiſe, unleſs his 
d Paulina would bear him company. 
Taving, therefore, kindly admoniſh'd her, that 
ſhe learned | 
reminded her, that fbe had often declared ſbe 
Would not ſurvive him; the poor young lady 
humour'd the unnatural defire of her husband, 
and chearfally letting her veins be open'd, ex- 
pir'd w Him. Cruel Nero himſelf was ſhock*d 
when he heard that Senera had a mind to take 


his wife along with him, and he ſent to ſtop the 


bleeding, and bind up the viens. Bur his kind 


multitude of others, whom the tyrant either 


fear d or ſuſpected. And ſoon after were put 


to death Seneca's two brothers, Mela, the fa- 
ther of Lucan, and Anneas Novatus, men- 
tion'd in the Acts of the Apoſtles by the name 


olf Funius Gallio. 


| Nero extended his rage even againſt the in- 


and then diſpatched with poiſon, or want. A 
conſiderable number of them were at one din- 
ner killed, with all their tutors and attendants; 
and many others denied the means of gettin 
their daily bread. And now giving a ful 


per, unjuſt ſentences and executions followed 
every day. Indeed there could be no ſafety 


under the wings of a monſter who had joy, as 


well as ſadneſs, nay, even an inadvertant geſ- 
ture, or a ſlight ſuſpicion, paſs d for evident de- 
monſtrations of guilr. the Hee 


with a ſtrong troop of evidences and informers, 
who would ſay and ſwear any thing, being 
largely rewarded for their pains. High birth, 
eminent virtue, or great riches, were the fields 
where he ufually-ler looſe theſe villains to ſeek 
and hunt down his game. Pætus Thraſea, a 


ſenator, being a man who could not debauch 


his underſtanding ſo far as to join with the reſt 
of the ſenate in their baſe and ſhameleſs com- 
pliances with Vero; ſuch as offering ſacrifice to 
his incomparable divine voice, and many other 
ridiculous vanities of the ſame nature; did 
therefore ſeldom frequent the houſe, which 
was admitted to be a ſufficient ground for con- 


demning him to death. Soranus underwent the 


ſame fate, on a falſe depoſition, that he had 
been addicted to the ſtudy of magic. 
ki, 10 the execution of Thra/ea, his viens were 


he cried out, This blood I offer unto thee, O 
Jupiter, who art the great proteffor of the liber- 
"ty of mankind. Another perſon of worth was 
cut off for: no other reaſon than having etected 
ome : booths for the accommodation of his 


ſentence 


of him to contemm death, and alſo 


nocent children of all who had been engaged 
in this plot; they were firſt expelled the city, 


ſcope to the inſatiable fury of his natural tem- 


On theſe occaſions, he was well provided 


no ſooner opened, than extending both his arms 


"friends; and Caffus Longinus, a lawyet; had 
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2 
office came too late; the lady had loſt all her 

blood, and was in the agonies of death. Sene- 
ca's nephew, Lucan, the poet, was, likewiſe, 
condemn'd at the ſame time, together with a 
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ſentence of death paſſed upon him for keep 
in his houſe a ſtatue of C2ſ#us, one of the 
ſaſſins of Julius Ceſar. 


| Nero was fo elated with a ſucceſsful courſe 
of murder, that he pulickly ſaid, None of bis 
predeceſſors had known the full extent of their 
power. And making broad hints, he deſigned 
to ſpare none of the ſenators ;. he * concluded, 


He would one day exti 7 0 that whole order, and 


confer offices only upon knights and freed men. 

Poppæa Sabina, who was big with child, and 
not very well, having, at this time, in à friend- 
Ty manner, remonſtrated to Nero hom indecent 
a thing it was for an emperor to pe hate the 
office of a eommon ſtage- player: He immedi- 
ately gave her a kick in the belly, of which 


. blow ſhe died in a few days after. Sabina 
was a woman that had rioted in an extreme 


luxury; the mules that drew her chariot: had 
harneſſes of gold, and ſhe every day waſhed 
her ſelf in a bath conſiſting of the milk of five 
hundred ſhe-aſſes, that had brought colts bur a 
few days before. No woman ever lived, who 


ſhewed a more anxious concern, or greater care 


to preſerve her beauty. All her ambition ter- 


minated in that low purſuit, attending to it ſo 


paſſionately, that ſhe often wiſhed' ſhe might 
not ſurvive her beauty. „ 

On the death > Calina, Nero caſt his 
thoughts upon Antonia, the daughter of his 
predeceſſor Claudius; but ſhe obſtinately re- 
fuſing him, he under a ſham colour of treaſon, 


put her to death. He next turned his fancy to 
 Statilia Meſſalina, the wife of Atticus Veſtinus, 


one of the preſent conſuls; and to the end he 
might without delay obtain her, he murdered 
her husband in the midſt of his honour. This 
done, he ſoon grew tired of har, and pretend- 
ing an inconſolable mind for the loſs of Sabina, 
he took ſuch a prepoſterous liking to any thing 
which reſembled her, that he openly and im- 
pudently married a young freed man, by name 
Sporus, becauſe of his ſimilitude of features, 
having firſt ſmoothed and ſhaped him into the 
form of a woman, as far as art would go. Great 
rejoicings were made at this damnable wedding, 
but the publick joy was a little damped wit 
the following facetious words, which had got 
into the mouths of all the people : Happy had 
it been for the preſent generation, if Domitius, 
ihe father of Nero, had married ſuch another 
wife. Her imperial majeſty was henceforward 
dreſſed out in all the auguſt ornaments that be- 
long' d to an empreſs, rid in the coach with Ne- 
ro, and was diſgracefully hugg'd and kiß'd by 
him, in the ſight of the whole World. _ 
This royal ſink of all filth and pollution, 
ſoon after gave it ſelf, as a woman, in marriage 
to Pythagoras, another of his freed men; and 
going to bed to him in a rich female dreſs, 
was villainouſly heard to imitate the voice of 
a virgin that lay under the circumſtances of a 
rape. After this, he would frequently appear 
in the habit of an empreſs, and be then called 
Madam Nero, Miftreſs, Lady, and Empreſs : 
Mas he carried his mad folly ſo tar, as to re- 
preſen 
He pretended to a conception, and had ſtrange 
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t the ſeveral duties of a married woman. 


longings and diſorders, and, laſt of all, he fell 
in labour, and akted the part of à lying-in 
IN 12 


About this time came 77 ates, and his 
queen, to Rome. They made the whole jour 
ney on horfeback, and with all the pomp and 
magnificence of a triumph, being COT IEA 
three thouſand domeſticks, and as rich an equi- 

e as money could purchaſe. _'The people 

re his charges all the time he ſtay'd, not- 
withſtanding they amounted to two hundred 
thouſand drams a day. Tiridates underſtand- 
ing that flattery was the only avenue by which 
acceſs could be had to the heart of Nero, did 
therefore ſhew himſelf as arch a flatterer as 
was to be ſeen among the emperor's own ſyco- 
phants. Upon the knee he did him obedience, 
and, with up-lifted hands adoring him, called 
him his 870 and lord; which condeſcen- 
ſion fo endear d him to the fool Verb, that all 
manner of reſpe& and grandeur were hourly © 
called in, to make his abode entertaining and 
agrocable. © er Ir 

On the day wherein Nero was to put the 
crown upon the head of Tiridates, he dreſs'd 
himſelf out in a triumphal robe, and, attended 
by the ſenate, and environ'd with his guards 


Vent to the publick place, and ſeating himſel 


in a ſumptuous throne, was in an humble 
manner, addreſs'd by Tiridates thus: It is my 
© pride and glory, my lord, to be your ſlave, at 
© the ſame time that I claim the honour of being 
© a deſcendant of Arſaces, and the brother of two 
c powerful kings. Iam hither come to adore you, 
and render you the ſame worſhip that I pay to 
© the god Mitra at home. My deſtiny muſt be 
© ſuch as it ſhall pleaſe you to give, and I do pro- 


© reſt, that all my future proſperity will depend 


© and be held of you. Nero return'd anſwer as 
follows: © It was very well done of you to come 
© and make me a viſit; you ſhall of my liberality 
© receive poſſeſſions, which your father never left 
© you, and of which your brothers could not have 
© aſſured you the peaceable enjoyment. I now ad- 
© yance you to the throne of Armenia, to give you, 
cas well as them, to underſtand, that it is I a- 
© lone who have the power to take away Kking= 
« doms, and to beſtow them. 5 
After this, all the company went to a pub- 
lick ſnow, that had been ſet out by a decree 
of the ſenate; and there Nero throwing away 
his imperial ornamants, put on the common ha- 
bit of a chariot- driver, and ran his horſes for 
ſome time; then changing his dreſs for that of 
a ſinger, he chanted it publickly upon the ſtage. 
This extraordinary ſight made Nero ſeem vile 
and contemptible ro Tiridates, who often won- 
dered that fo brave a man as Corbulo could be 
a faithful ſervant to ſuch a maſter, As Tiri- 
dates omitted no ſort of complaiſance that 
might gain him the favour and eſteem of Ne- 
ro; on the other hand, Nero munificiently gra | 
dm gears. 7 
When Tiridates had fer out for Armenia, 
Nero (who did not take Rome to be a ſcene 
large enough for ſo famous an actor as himſelf) 
went into Greece. He carried as numerous 2 
tetinue along with him as might have 1 
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for the conqueſt of a potent people, and it but 
conſiſted of ſtout and well- armed men. But 


his followers were all ſheep like himſelf, and 


only armed with muſical inſtruments, maſques, 
and other accoutrements of players. | 
On his arrival 1n Greece; he rnn in the olym- 
pick games, ſung upon their ſtage, play'd up- 
on inſtruments, and acted tragedies : And tho' 
he very often ſhould by right have loſt the 
prize, for which he contended, pet the Greeks 
were ſo partial to him, that they always re- 
warded him with the victor's crown. He was 


ſo paſſionately fond of this loweſt degtee of 


fame, that he gave it the preference to all o- 
ther enjoyments in life; and ſo ambitious of 
being thought to excel in it, that he trembled 
in the preſence of thoſe who preſided at the 
games; nor could be eaſy till he had, by large 


bribes, ſecured at all hazards, their favour 


and intereſt. 

Nero having, at his departure from Rome, 
left one of his freed men regent of Itahy; that 
tellow exerciſed ſuch an abſolute power, that 
he confiſcated the eſtates of citizens, knights, 
and ſenators, as he pleaſed, ſending ſome of 
them into exile, and condemning others to 


death. He likewiſe plunder'd the temples of 


Italy of all their riches. Nor was Nero behind 
hand with him in Greece, which he ruin'd with- 
out impoſing upon it any tribute. He cauſed 
a number of perſons to be murder'd, and de- 
prived others of their eſtates. He diſpofleſs'd 
Appollo of the Cyrrhæan tert itory, and beſtow- 
ed it upon lus ſoldiers, demoliſhing the place 
from which they had been uſed to receive ora- 
cles, and killing people. at the hole through 
which Apollo was wont to give anſwers to thoſe 
who conſulted him. 

Whilſt Nero continued here, he made an at- 
tempt to cut through the iſthmus of Pelopon- 
neſus, and would not be diverted from a trial 
by all the arguments the people could alledge. 
He therefore begun the enterprize himſelf, 
putting the firſt ſpade into the ground, and 
carrying out the firſt basket of earth upon his 
own ſhoulders. A vaſt multitude of people 
were obliged to follow his example, Romans 
and Greeks, as well as ſtrangers ; and fo intent 
was he to finiſh it, that common malefactors 
were henceforward only condemned to aſſiſt 
at this undertaking. But in regard this idle 
project could not be kept going without very 
large ſums of money, the levying of which 
might in time produce a rebellion ; this conſi- 
deration moved the brute to commit innume- 
rable murders in all parts of the empire. Vir- 
tue he dreaded, and wealth he coveted ; and 
wherever either could be found, his care was 
to deſtroy the poſſeſſor. 

Among others thar ſuffered on this occaſion, 
were Rufus and Proclus, two brothers, who 
had lately been copartners in the government 
of Gaul. As to the gallant Corbulo, though 
Nero had often given him the deſerved appel- 
lation of father and benefactor, and now ſent 
for him with all ſeeming teſtimonies of reſpett ; 
yet when Corbalo came, he retus'd to ſee him, 
and order'd him to be put to death. And this 
horrid piece of ingratitude, as well as barba- 
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rous murder, proceeded from an infamous ſenſe: 


of ſhame in Nero, who would not appear be- 


fore Corbulo in the habit of a player: For he 


was in a dreſs ready to mount the ſtage when 
Crbulo demanded audience. At the tyrant's_ 


dead warrant, Cerbulo only ſaid, © Have J faith- 
* fully ſerved a player, a ſinger, a dancer, to be 
thus rewarded ? I muſt own, I richly merit 
© this at his hands. PIES | 3 

The ſenate, in Nero's abſence, were conſtant- 
ly employed in finding out ways and means to 
pleaſe and flatter the tyrant : They made out 
decrees for a greater number of feſtivals and 
ſacrifices, in honour of him, than could poſſi- 
bly be celebrated within the compaſs of a year. 
The freed man, whom he had conſtituted re- 


gent of Italy, having writ him many preſſing 
letters, begging him to return, but to no pur- 


poſe, made his way into Greece himſelf, and 
ſo terrified the monarch with an account of a 
conſpiracy that was upon the anvil at Rome, 
that Neyo broke oft all his. ſports at once, and 
commanding his equipage to be got ready: I 
© will, faid he, with all ſpeed, reviſit Rome; 
for it is only my preſence that can diſſipate 
the plot. | | | 

In the mean time, Florus having, by a ſeries 
of rapine and murder, brought the Fews to a 
general. revolt, a party of them ſecretly en- 
tered the caſtle of Maſſada, and making them- 
ſelves maſter of it, put all the Romas garri- 
ſon to the ſword. At the ſame inſtant, Elea- 


zar, the ſon of Ananias, and captain of the 


temple, perſuaded the prieſts into a reſolution 


not to offer any more ſacrifices for the health 


of the emperor, which was, in effect, an open 
declaration of war, : | | 

The ſoberer part of the Fews, who inclined 
to peace, with all their might oppos'd this in- 
novation ; but finding their own ſtrength in- 
ſufficient, they demanded troops of Florus and 
king Agrippa, whereby they might be enabled 
to quell the rebels. Florus, who well knew 
that nothing but a rebellion conld cover his 
own crimes, would give them no aſliſtance 
but Agrippa was ſo kind; as to ſend them 
three thouſand men, which were received into 
the upper part of the city, the ſeditious being 
maſters of the lower part, as well as the tem- 
ple it ſelf. | 

In a ſhort ſpace after, the rebels, alſo, for- 
ced their way into the upper diviſion, and bur- 
ning ſeveral palaces and publick houſes, be- 
ſieged and took the tower of Anthony, killing 
all the ſoldiers of the garriſon. Elated with this 
ſucceſs, they next laid ftege to the royal pa- 
lace, which Azrippa's ſoldiers were glad to ſut- 


render, on condition of having leave to retire 


ſafely out of the town. The chief-prieſt, Ana- 
nias, his brother, and ſeveral others, fearin 
the rage of the faction, had hid themſelves 
within the palace, but being diſcovered, were 
immediately put to death, as was, likewiſe, 
Manabem, whom they ſuſpected of affecting 
tyranny. | 

The Roman ſoldiers retired into the other 
towers, and there fortified themſelves ; but as 


the rebels carried on the ſiege againſt them with 


ſuch fury; application, and diligence, as would 
11 H ſoon 
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ſoon reduce thoſe places; the Romans volunta- 
rily agreed to deliver up their.arms, and every 
thing elſe, provided they would but ſpare 
their lives. The malecontents accepted the 
propoſitions ; but the Romans had no ſooner 
farrender'd their arms, than they were all trea- 
eherouſly put to death, ſaving only Metilius, 


their commanding officer, who promiſed. to be- 


come a Few. _ | 1 
This inhuman action gave the whole coun- 
try to underſtand that there could be no future 
proſpect of a peace, in regard the Romans 
would not fail to take vengeance of a nation 
who had ſo profidiouſly put theit countrymen 
to death. On the ſame day, and at the ſame 


hour, that the Jews of Jeruſalem murdered _ 
the Roman garriſon, the Gentiles of Ceſarea 


made a great ſlaughter of the Fews who inha- 
bited that city; twenty thouſand of them were 
there maſfacred, and ſuch as ſaved themſelves 
by flight being intercepred by Florus, were fent 
back bound, to be diſpoſed of by their ene- 
mies as they ſhould think fit. | 

The Jews of the neighbouring cities, enra- 
ged at this horrid barbarity, fell a plundering, 
burning, and deſtroying all the cities of the 
Syrians that lay round them, Nor did this 


appeaſe their wrath; they ravaged the adjoin- 


ing countries, and killed all the Syrians they 
could meet with. On the other ſide, the Sy- 
rians gave quarter to no Jews they could lay 
their hands on. And now nothing was to be 


ſieen through all Syria and Judea, but blood, 


murder, and pillage; beſides, the ſame ſpirit 
of mutiny fired the Fews, at this time, in all 

laces whete they had fixed their reſidence: 

o that one might have reaſonable concluded, 
they had entered into an univerſal conſpiracy 
againſt themſelves. They now renew'd their 
feditious practices in Agypr, where fifty thou- 


fand of them were kill'd on one day, including 


, 


thoſe that periſh'd in the flight, as well as the 


number that fell in battle. 

This terrible war was pretaged by feveral 
remarkable prodigies: At night the temple was 
ſeen illuminated, as it it had been full day; 
the eaſtern gate of the remple, which twenty 
men had with difficulty ſhut the evening before, 
opened of it ſelf about midnight, and a voice 
followed, uttering theſe words ; Let us leave 


this place. And over all the country might 


be ſeen chariots, and armies of ſoldiers, tra- 
verſing the clouds, and ſeemingly advancing to 
fit down before their cities. A comet alſo ap- 
pear'd for a whole year together, and a ſtar, 
or extraordinary meteor, ſtood over Feruſalem, 
in the figure of a ſword. ny. 
But, which was ſtill more to their ſhame who 
had rejected J7eſus, the ſon of God, they were 
for upwards of ſeven years together forced to 
hear a Plebian, by name Jeſus, the fon of A. 
nanus, who night and day rung in their ears 
the following lamentable words: A voice from 


the eaſt, a voice from the weſt, a voice from the. 


four winds,. a voice againſt Jeruſalem and the 
temple, a voice againſt the bridegroom and bride, 
a voice againſt the whole people. And though 
they whipp'd him till they laid open his very 
bones, they could not extort from him either 
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ſigh, tear, or groan; but only theſe words: 
Moe to Jeruſalem. He always was lougeſt on 


their ſoletan days, and in this manner, neither 


returning ſpite for injuries, nor thanks for be- 
nefits, he continaed, till Titus for m'd the ſiege 
of Feruſalem. Then, as the Roman engines 
were battering the town, he cried out, Woe, al- 
fo, to my ſelf ; and was, the fame moment, kil- 
led upon the ſpot  _ i 
Theſe remarkable occurrences were all inter- 
preted by the Fews in their own favour : Now 
was the time, they knew, that the ſaèred ora- 
cles. had decreed the monarchy of the world to 
a native of Fudeza (who was Feſits Chriſt, the 
fon of the Virgin Mary, and not Veſpaſian, as 
Foſephus, Suetonius, and Tacitus, 1dly think), 
and therefore they promiſed certain profperity 
to their arms, Tn. i 

To repreſs theſe beginning commotions of. 


the Fews, came Ceſtius Gallus, governor of Cy . | 


ria, with an army of Romans and auxiliary 
torces, from the allies of Rome. But coming 
before Feruſalem, and there acting a little un- 
adviſedly, he was forced to make a ſcandalous 
retreat to Antioch, with the loſs of all his bag- 
ge, five thouſand foot, and near a thouſand 
rſe. The Jews, animated by this good ſuc- 
ceſs, called a council, and elected ſeveral 
chiefs, who fhould take upon them the ma- 
nagement of the war. The high- prieſt, Ana- 
aus, the ſon of Annas, and Foſtph, the ſon of 
Gorion, were named for Jeruſalem ; and Foſe- 
phus, the hiſtorian, was made preſident of the 
two Galilees. Eleazar, the author of the re- 
volt, had the command of Idumæa, and many 
other governors were appointed in different 
places of the country, . 
At this time the Chriflians, regarding 7eru- 
ſalem as a veſſel that was ready to ſink, left 
it, and retired into other places. They had 
been forewarned by our Saviour to ſeek a re- 
fuge in the mountains, when they ſhould . ſee 
Feruſalem environed with enemies; and they 
ladly embraced the advice. The ancients in- 
rm us, that the church of Fern/a/em had an 
expreſs revelation ſent them by the miniſtry of 
an angel, who bid them depart to the city Pella 
(which ſtood within the kingdom of Agrippa), 
for thither the war ſhould not reach. © 
Ceſtius, now finding himſelf out of all dan- 
ger, ſent fome of the principal men among that 
part of the Fews which remain'd dutiful to the 
Romans, with a commiſſion to lay before Nero 
(who was then in Greece) the true ſtate of af- 
fairs, and transfer all the blame upon Horus. 
Nero trembling at the conſequence of ſuch a 
war, as demanded a head of great experience 
and valour ; was ſenſibly touched at the re- 
membrance of the wicked murder he had com- 
mitted upon Corbulo. He next caſt his eyes 
upon Veſpaſtan, who had always acquitted him- 
ſelf with great reputation and ſucceſs, and was 
not of a rank, nor birth, that could give hin 
any apprehenſion he would ever afpire to the 
empire. Veſpaſſan had before grievouſly of- 
fended Nero, by ſleeping on the ſtage, and not 
ſhewing reſpect enough to his divine voice. 
For which reaſon, he forbid him the court, and 
commanding him to keep ever after out of his 
Way» 
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way. Hereupon, Fefſpaſran wirthdrew, and con- 
ceal'd himſelf, in fear of his life. "And being 
now ferreted out, and brought before Vero, he 
expected nothing but death, when the emperor 
conferred. upon him the government of Sria, 
and alſo charged him with the conduct of the 
war againit the Mm. 
Mero having, in a triumphiant manner; taken 
his fare wel of Greece, where he had loitered a- 
way two years, was no ſooner arrived at Na- 
ples, being the day on which he had murdered 
his mother, than news came to him that the 
province of Gallia had renounced his obedi- 
ence. C. Julius Vindex, a Gall by birth, but a 
Roman ſenator, was the projector of this con- 
ſpiracy in favour of Galba, and he did it with 
a generous view to relieve his countrymen 
from the cruel tyranny of Nero. N 


. Nero ſeem'd highly pleaſed and rejoic'd at 


9 


the news; for now, he thought he had a juſti- 


fiable plea, ſhould he ſpoil and plunder the 


rich provinces of Gallia. But his joy was ſoon 
abated, by many dreams, and preſages of his 
future calamity. He had never before been 
_ accuſtomed to have any viſions in his ſleep, and 
therefore the two following threw him into an 
inexpreſſible confuſion. He dreamt, That as 
he was direfling a ſhip, his mother appeared to 
him in a terribie manner, and ftruck the helm 
out f his hand And again, that his wife Oc- 
tavia, y force, drove him into everlaſting darł- 
neſs. There fell, at mount Aba, a ſhower of 
blood, which ſwell'd the rivers ; and the doors 
of his chamber, as well as the gates of the 
mauſoleum, or ſepulchre of Auguſtus, opening 
of themſelves at one and the ſame hour of the 
night, a voice was diſtinctly heard, ſummoning 
him to come thither by name. 

Nero made his entry into Rome in as magni- 
ficent.a manner as he could have done had he 
returned with the ſpoils of the whole earth. 
A part of the city wall was broke down, and 
one of the gates beat in pieces, in order to let 
the Romanus ſee he would be without no ſpe- 
cies of honour that belonged to one who had 
been a conqueror at the games. He was pre- 
ceeded by a number of perſons, carrying the 
crowns that he had won in Greece ; then fol- 
low'd thoſe who on the points of their lances 
diſplayed the writings which contained a liſt of 
the wiſe monatch's combats, and alſo gave the 
world to know, that Nero was the firſk man 
among the Romans who had ever gained ſuch 
victories in Greece. Laſt of all appear*d Nero 
himſelf, upon the ſame ſumptuous car which 
had formerly ſerv'd P & eu in his triumphs. 
He was habited in a purple robe, embroidered 
with gold, having a crown of olives upon his 
head, and a branch of laurel in his hand. A 
common fidler, Diodorus by name, had the fa- 
vour to fit by his fide ; and the ſoldiers, 
knights, and ſenators, cloſed the triumphal 
march, | 

All the city was illuminated, as well as ador- 
ned, with flowers and crowns, and filled with 
agreeable perfumes; and in this ridiculous 
manner making a proceſſion through all the 
ſtreets and places of the city, he had the plea- 
Lure to be all the way ſaluted by a general ac- 
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the like ſhameful expreſſions: Here comes our 
Nero, our ta any our Hercules; our Apollo, 
our invintible hero at all combats. Nero; alone; 
is everlaſting. Auguſtus for ever. O voice di- 
vine / Thrice happy thoſe -whom the emperot 
ſpall efteem ſo far as to let them hear bim. 

About this time were St. Paul and St. Peter 
martyr'd at Rome by Nero. Their impriſon- 
ment and death is by ſome of the antients aſ- 
eribed to the glorious victory they had obtain d 
over Simon, the magician, This wicked im- 


poſtor (who had been baptized by Philip, the 


deacon, in Samaria, and ſatrilegiouſly wanted 


to buy of St. Peter the gift of the holy ghoſt) 
being now at Rome with his concubine Helene, 
whom he called the principle underſtanding, © 


and/making it his buſineſs to deceive mankind 
with ſorcery and inchantments, was engaged 
by the two apoſtles, and fo egregiouſly baffled; 
that having nothing to ſay in his own defence; 
he turned himſelf to the by-ſtanders, and tel- 
ling them he would prove his divinity, by fly- 
ing up into heaven, from whence he came ; he 
forthwith aſcended to the top of the capitol 
and thence, by the help of the devil, ſpringing 
into the air, he kept himſelf, for a while, in 
that poſture, to the great ſurprize of a multi- 
rude of ſpeCtators. But the glorious apoſtles 
had no ſooner pour'd out their ſoul in prayer, 
than the devil deſerted his ſcholar, and down 
fell Simon, being cruſh'd to pieces ſo very near 


the place were Nero himſelf fate, that ſome - 
of his blood ſpurted upon the tyrant. 


This accident ſo provoked Nero, who had 
a particular value for Simon, on account of his 
magical tricks, that he inſtantly impriſoned the 
two apoſtles, and, in about eleven months af- 
ter, put them to death. 'They were both ſhut 
up in the ſame - priſon, and, during the time 


they continued there, they not only converted 


two of the principal perſons who guarded 'em, 
but forty-ſeven others, who all, afterwards, 
ſuffer*'d martyrdom. St. Paul and St. Peter 
were both executed upon one and the ſame 
day, viz. the 29th of June, the former being 
beheaded, and the latter crucified with his head 
downwards, according to his own deſire. And 
in leſs than two years afterwards was St. Mark 
murder*d, by the Pagans at Alexendria. 
In the mean time, Veſpaſian being arrived at 


Ptolemais, where his ſon Titus joined him with 


two legions, and the kings, Agrippa, Antiochus, 
Sohemas, and Malchns, met him with auxiliary 
forces, and ſoon finding himſelf at the head of 
ſixty, thouſand brave men ;. he immediately de- 
termined to march againſt Galilee, And pene- 
Leid, into the country without oppoſition, for 


as's ſoldiers could by no means be per- 


19 
uaded to come to blows with the Romans, the 
great City Sepphorus voluntarily ſubmitted, and 
nary was, at one brisk puſh, taken and de- 
roy'd. | 
He next led his forces againſt ZFaphs, where 
fifteen thouſand Gallileans were put to the 
ſword. At the ſame time did Sextus Cerealis 
make an attack on the Samaritans, who had 
pore themſelves upon mount Garizim, and 


w eleyen thouſand, and ſix hundred of them 
upon 
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upon the ſpot. Then Viſpafian ſat don be- 2 found out a way to give an nſftrument a bold. 


fore Fotapata (which was: valiantly defended 
by Foſephus, the governor; and hiſtorian); 


which he took. by ſtorm on the fortieth day of 


the ſiege, and with the {laughter of fotty thou- 


fand-Fews, Hereupon, Wide ſurrendered 
to his mercy, with theſe 'Y 
his heart: ¶ man cannot die more honourably 


rave ſentiments in 


than in defence of his country, 'ncr commit a 
greater wickedneſs againſt his creator, or more 
abhoreut from nature it ſelf, than to fall by 


His own hands, Veſpaſian, at tuft, propoſed to 


fend Fo/ephns to Nero; but Joſephus had no 
ſooner certified him, that he ſbould one day 
ſucceed to the empire, than he laid aſide the 
thought, and ever after treated him with great 
Atter this, Veſpaſſan ſending his army to 
Ceſarea and Schyt hepolis, to refreſn themſelves, 
made a viſit to King Agrippa at Cæſaria Fhi- 


lippi ; where being, ror twenty days, elegantly 


entertain'd, he then came. back ro renew the 
war. Foppe fell next into his hands, and was 


reduc'd to a heap of aſhes. Tiberias came to 


a willing ſubmiſſion, but Tarich.ca ftood It out, 
and was, therefore, put to the ſtorm, and de- 


ſtroy d: And thoſe Galileans that had encamp- 
ed by the lake of Geneſard, were, at the ſame 


time, cut down, with ſuch a horrible ſlaughter, 
as impregnated the ſtagnating water with an 
infection that was intolerable ro paſſengers. 
Thirty thouſand of the priſoners were ſold, and 


ix thouſand ſent into Greece, in order to be 


ſer a digging at che iſthmus. At this action 


Titus ſignaliz'd his valour; for having a horſe 


kill'd under him, he immediately mounted ano- 
ther, whoſe rider he had, bur the minute be- 
fore, laid ſprawling at his feet. 
Theſe ſucceſſes being ſoon follow'd with the 
ruin of Gamala and Giſcala, which compleated 


the conqueſt of Galilee; Veſpaſian had now no- 


thing elſe to do, but turn his arms againſt Ju- 
den, Perea, and Idumæa As to Feruſalem, 
he thought it adviſeable to deter the ſiege of 
it to a more proper opportunity. Having un- 
derſtood, by deſerters, how violently the Jews 
raged their, one againſt another, filling all the 
city with blood and murder; he had a mind to 
let his enemies for ſome time fall by their own 
hands, knowing that the remainder would at 


laſt be an eaſy prey to himſelf. 
Whilſt Ve/paſian was thus ſpreading the ter- 


ror of his name, and Nero ſinging, fiddleing, 
and dancing at Rome; Galba, who command- 
ed in Spain, was proclaimed emperor by the 
army. Nero having now, by a publick crier, 
romiſed a reward of twenty-five thouſand 


millions of drams to any perſon who ſhould 


kill Vindex, and bring in his head I will, an- 
ſwer'd Vindex, give my own head for a pros 


mium, to any man who ſhall bring me that of 


Nero. Among all the reproaches which Vindex 
diſpers'd abroad, nothing ſtruck Nero with fo 
call'd a wretched 
mulician, Hereupon, ſending for ſome ſena- 
tors, he only (inſtead of conſylting them on 
the manner that might avert the impending 
ſtorm) expreſs'd himſelf in theſe words: I have 
finiſhed aud pertetied the art of mujick, and al- 


* ve , the "Her oDs. * PY- ob 
convintce the world that all his other inveFFives 


In the interim; Rufus, governor of Germany; 


conference followed, wherein they. made an a- 


Fus's army believing that his deſign was to at- 


a” 
_ 


and manly ſound and yet Vindex has the aſſus 
rance to ſay; I am a bad artift - Which may. 


are equally unmerited; and groundleſs. 
pretending a ſincere regard to the intereſt of 
Nero; marched with all his forces againſt Vin- 
dex. On his arrival at Beſancon in Gallia, he 
laid ſiege to it; becauſe the inhabitants had re- 
fuſed to open their gates to him. And YVindex 
coming to the relief of the befieged, meſſages 
paſs*'d between the two generals, and a private 


greement to depoſe. Nero. But Vindex having, 
afterwards, taken .a march; as if he intended 
to throw ſome troops into the city, and Ra- 


tack them; they immediately fell upon him, 
without any order given from their general; 
and putting his ſoldiers to flight, killed a great 
number of them: Which fo difpirited Vindex, 
ol he run upon his own ſword, and ſlew him- 

elf, | Eon ah A I" Lees 
When Rufus's army came to underftand that 
they had cut to pieces their friends, inſtead of 
enemies, they, as well as Rufus, ſhew'd a 
hearty ſorrow for the fatal accident: And now 
joining the poor remains of the Gallick forces, 
they demoliſh'd Nero's ſtatues, and, with one 
conſent, declar'd Rufus their emperor. But 
Rufus, who was a man of an uncommon eleva- 
tion of thought, tejected their offer of the ſu- 
preme command, with as reſolved and keen a 
purpoſe, as others ſtrive to ger at it. The 
ſoldiers having writ his name upon ſeveral of 
their enſigns, he inſtantly caus'd it to be ex- 
punged ; nor would he give himſelt any reſt, 
till he had prevail'd upon them to ſubmit the 
choice of an emperor to the ſenate and peo- 
le. «> $53 ? | 9 
: Nero being by this time awaken'd out of his 
infamous attention to low things, begun to 
conſider within himſelf how he ſhould weather 
out his rebellion ; and concluding, after his ac- 
cuſtomed wicked manner, there could be no 
ſafety for him whilſt. any of thoſe whom he 
ſuſpected were left alive; he not only took a 
reſolution to diſpatch the whole ſenate by poi- 
ſon, but to kill his generals, governors of pro- 
vinces, baniſhed perſons, and all that were of 
Gallick extraction in Italy. He likewiſe de- 
ſign'd to have the city once more ſet on fire; 
and, to the end the deſtruction might be total, 
his intention was, to let looſe all his wild beaſts 
upon the people: For the monſter thought that 
ſelf-preſervation would, in this caſe, deter em 
from extinguiſhing the flames. Nor was it the 
leaſt ſpark of humanity that with-held him 
from executing theſe bloody projects, but the 
deſpair of being able to accompliſh them. 
As ſoon as he heard Galba and Rufus had, 
alſo, rebell'd againſt him, all his animal func- 
tions ceas'd at once, and, tumbling to the 
ground, he for ſome time appear'd to have 
ſcarce any life in him: And when he had reco- 
ver'd his ſpirits, he fell a tearing his clothes, 
beating his head againſt the wall, and crying 
out, he was undone. He now made a few pre- 
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theſe had no ſooner marched out of the city, 


Nympbidius Sabinus, Tigellinus, and all his 
In this perplexity, Nero turn'd over many 
expedients within his mind; as flying into 2 


g3pt, where, he ſaid, he could gain his bread by 


Anzing, and playing upon inftruments ; ſeeking 

refuge in Parihia, or making his ſupplication 
to Galba, or the people. But however a cow- 
ard may daringly trample upon mankind while 
inveſted wich power, yet, when affliction comes, 
the coward always deſerts himſelf. This was 
the caſe of Nero; he could while away the 
hours in uſeleſs thoughts, but had not the cou- 
rage to determine and act any thing. 


Thus ſuſpended in mind, he went to bed; | 


bur waking about the middle of the night, and 
finding that the ſmall band of men, who had 
hitherto attended him, were, alſo, gone; he 
got up in a great fright, and ſending about to 
all his friends, bur receiving no anſwer, he 
next went himſelf, and knock'd at their lodg- 


ings, but with the ſame effect. Hereupon, re- 
turning to his own chamber, he had the mis= 


fortune to ſee that his domeſticks had all for- 
ſook him, and carried off his goods, together 
with the box of poiſon which Locuſta had pre- 
pared for him. He now with tears called out 


for an executioner, to put an end to his life; 
however, meeting with no one that would do 


him that bloody favour, I therefore think, ſaid 


he, T have neither friend nor enemy. Then ta- 


king a run, he made a ſhew as if he purpoſed 
to drown himſelf in the Tiber; but his heart 
mie; EEO Eo: 
After this, thinking the ſafeft courſe he could 
take was to retire into ſome hiding-place, bare 
footed, as he happened to be, he covered him- 
ſelf up with an old garment, and mounting a 
horſe, with all ſpeed quirted the city, attended 
only with four of his freed men. And being 
in his way frighten'd and detain'd-a little by a 
great earthquake and lightning, he diſtin&ly 
heard the ſoldiers roaring out curſes againſt 
himſelf, and wiſhing proſperity to Galba, who 
then was in the ſeventy-third year of his age. 
Nero did not, till this event, ſmell out the 
trick that the devil's agent had put upon him, 
when he bid him beware of the year ſeventy- 
third, He had before interpreted it in his own 
favour, but he now ſaw that it only referr'd to 
Gan... 8 
Being at laſt arrived at the cavern which was 
to give him ſhelter, he, upon all four, crept in, 
accompanied by his freed men: But ſuch a ter- 
ror ſhook him, that he durſt neither ſleep nor 
ſpeak, ſuſpecting even his freed men, and trem- 
bling at the leaſt noiſe that ſtirr d. He ſilently 
groaned at the compariſon between his former 
ſplendor and magnificence, and his preſent mi- 


a flood of tears. Had this flow of grief pro- 
ceeded from a ſenſe of guilt, he might have 
deſerved a ſprinkling of pity ; but as ſelf. love 
was the pump, and cowardice+the hand that 


work'd it; it ſurpaſs'd the power of rn to malte a W Ig publick. As proſperity rai- 
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- harationsfor the war, and fent Rubrius Gallus 
with Tome forces againſt the conſpirators. But 


declared for Ga/ba, as did, alſo, 


mankind. How great muſt his violence be, 


ndugh to equal his crimes. - 


Beginning now to be ſore preſs'd both with 
hunger and thi-, they preſented him with 
ſome brown bread, and a little water; of which 


taking as much as ſatisfied him; This, ſaid he, 
is the moſt delicious entertainment I ever taſted 


in my life. Alas anſwer'd Epaphroditus, you 


have reduced your ſelf to ſuch a circumſtance a 
g demands the uſe of a ſword; and not vicualy ; 

your preſent care ſhould ” be to W 

2 502 


abuſes which will, otherwiſe, be done to your 


£ 


dy. He.then bid them dig a hole in propor- 
lon to his body, and deſiring them to mk 
the beſt preparations they could towards his fu- 
neral, he mournfully ſighed and wept over the 


following lamentation: Oh how wonderful an 
artiſt muſt die to day /  _ | 


the heart of Nero, a ſervant of Phaon arrived 
with an account that the ſenate. had not only 
declared him a publick enemy, but condemned 


him to be puniſhed more majorum, or after the 


cuſtom of their anceſtors. Nero underſtood not 
what kind of death that was; but as ſoon as 
7 informed him that he muſt be d agged na- 
ked along the ſtreets, have his neck made faſt in 
a pillory, and ſo be whipped by the hand of the 
hangman till he expired ; he ſhook every joint 
of him, and, in haſte, calling for two daggers, 
and pitifully regarding their points, h., ſaid 
he, my fatal time is not yet come. Why doſt not 
thou, Sporus, weep and deplore my caſe ? Ob. 
can I no get one of you to teach me, by an ex- 
ample, how I all kill my ſelf 9 At length, be- 


ing affured that the guards, which the ſenate 


had ſent to take him alive, were within a ſhort 


diſtance of him; he cried out, As I have lib 


Jo let me die, inf amouſiy And ſnatching up a 
poniard, run himſelf through the throat, by the 
help of Epaphroditus, who guided and enforc'd 
his trembling hand. The centurion, who came 
to ſeize. him, finding him ftill alive, pretended 
great friend ſhip to him, and would have bound 
up his wound: But Nero, caſting a ghaſtly look 
at him, made anſwer, It is too late. Where is 


the oath of fidelity you gave me? And fo he ex- 


pired ; having lived one and thirty years, and 
* thirteen, and eight months, all but two 
ays. 5 Re 

Had Nero's diforderly appetite travelled no 
farther than the ſtage, it could only have co- 
ver'd him with infamy, without hurting any bo- 
dy elſe; but the cowardly and extravagant part 
in his conſtitution worked him up into ſach z 
"monſter, that he took a ſingular delight in all 
acts of injuſtice, as well as the deſtruction of 


which could make the people of Rome congra- 


tulate the friends and relations of thoſe thirty 
thouſand perſons whom the peſtilence (that 


immediately ſucceeded the 3 of the 


mi- Cbriſtians) in one autumn {wept away? The 
ſery and wretchedneſs, and then diffoly'd into 


Romans expreſſed - a particular joy at their 


death, thinking them happy in having thus ef- 
caped the fury of the tyrant. | 


He was the firſt of the Roman emperots 
vnd had not eloquence enough of his own to 


ſed 
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cotittive a puniſhment that could riſe high e- 


hilſt fear was thus rending and dividing 
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ſed bim to ſucli a pitch of cruelty and inſolonas juſtice. Two men contending before him abus 
as made him reſemble a devil; rather than 4 2 
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man; adverſity ſunk him into ſuch a ſſiameleſ$ 
ſtate of cowaruict and dejection, as degraded. 
him into a level with the meaneſt of the brutes. 
Had the devil bimſelf been his tutor, he could: - 


not have brought wickedneſs to a greater. 5. 


height, than it actually appear'd in Vero; no- 
thing like a commendable quality could be ſeen 
in him, if it was not that he always ſhew'd a 
diſregard to libels and reproaches. Now tho” 
there cannot be ã truly brave man, who does 
not forgive all injuries done to himſelf, and a- 
bide uncuMed in the midſt of obloquy and de- 
famation; yet this habitude in Nero was not 


an effect of virtue, but cunning, which ſug- 


geſted to him that the more he took notice of 
ſuch things, he would but the mare effectually 
hurt his own character.. n 


SGalba, 4. D. 71. vile. ra 68. 
 Gaiba was deſcended of an ancient and ho- 
nourable family, but would not have aſpired 
to the imperial ſcepter, had he not been led to 
it, in conſideration of his own ſaſety, as well as 


ſeveral little accidents that ſeem'd to preſage people 


to him this future honour; Nero kad ſuborned 
a parcel of aſſaſſins to take away his life; he 
dreamt, that Fortune appear'd to him, expreſ- 


ſing her ſelf in theſe words: I have of @ long 


time flood at your door, without being able to en- 


tr; and if you make me wait any longer, I ſhall 


turu to ſome body elſe. As his grandfather aſ- 
liſted at an expiatory ſacrifice, and held the en- 
trails in his hand, an eagle, datting down 
him, ſtole them away, and depoſited them in a 
fruitful tree; which was a ſigu, (aid the facri- 
ficer, that the ſupreme power would one de" reſt 
in a deſcendant of his family, Yes, indeed, un- 
ſwer'd he, in a jeſt, when a mule ſball bring 
forth. And at this time a mule brought a foal, 
to the great joy of Galla; likewiſe, ſome veſ- 
ſels, loaded with arms, had arrived on the 
coaſt of Spain, without any mariners to direct 
them; and a young lad, who carried incenſe 
before Galba, to a ſacrifice, had the hair of his 


head, of an inſtant, changed into grey; which 
feem'd to denote, that the ſoyereign authority 
would paſs out of the hands of a young man, 
into thoſe of Ga/ba, Theſe ſlight preſages, to- 
gether with his own fear, added to the general 
invitation of his ſoldiers, determined the old 


man to conſpire againſt Nero. 


He always kept his ſoldiers to ſuch a tho- 
rough ſevere diſcipline, that he no ſooner gave 
his preſence among them, than the whole camp 
whiſper : Learn, 
ſoldier, to handle thy arms; for thou buff to 
deal with Galba, and not Gætulicus. He had 
n Africa for two years, where, com- 
poling their civil diflentions, he acted the part 
vere juſticiary. A ſoldier having, in a 
time of ſcarcity, fold ſame corn, which he ought 
not to have done, Galba made out an order 
that none of the army ſhould tupply him when 
he happened to want proviſions: And fo the 


handed about the tollowing 


preſided in 
of 4 


poor fellow was ſtarved to death. : ; | 
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Ia the firſt years of his government Sie, -adminifter'd_.it, being Whol 
he diligently attended to the admigiſt ur gt e 


the property of a labouru „ and the ar- 
e of 2 fide falling inſuffi- 
cient to convince him. where he ſhould fix the 
tight; his decree was, that the beaft” being 
blind-folded, ſhould be led to its uſual watering- 
ce; then be uncovered, and afterwards belong 
io him whom m firſt came after its return from 
the water; A banker being convicted of hay- 


ing dealt fraudulently, he cauſed both his hands 


to be chopp'd off, and nailed upon his own. 
counting-table. A guardian having poiſoned a 
pupil, to whom he was next heir; Galba juſtly 
commanded him to be put to death: But grow- 
ing, at laſt, tir'd of a laudable adminiſtration, 
he wholly addicted himſelf to ſports and idle- 
neſs, pretending he would not do any thing a 
the future that might offend Nero. For, ſaid 
he, #0 one is bound to give an account of his va- 
cant hours. And thus committing the manage- 
merit of affairs to underlings, he ſuffer'd the 
province to be over-run with bribery and vio- 
lence. It is not enough that a e ab⸗ 
ſtains from injuſtice himſelf; he ſhould, alſo, 
binder his under- agents from oppreſſing the 
eople : For if he does not, he is as guilty as 
if he had perſonally authorized it. 
The ſoldiers that compoſed the body-guard 
of Nero, having gone out to meet Ga/ba on 
his approach to Rome, and made a ſupplication 
that he would allow them to preſerve the rank 
Nero had preferr'd them to; be not only de- 
nied their requeſt, but compelled his army to 
fall upon them. And though, by this means, 
ſeven thouſand of them were cut to pieces, yet 
his fury was not ſatisſied; he thought the reſt 
had ſtill a ſeditious look, and therefore he com- 
manded them to be decimated, or every tenth 
Nan to be put to death. The old man was in- 
fected with obſtinacy to ſuch a degree, that he 
calily perſuaded himſelf, Nothing could be more 
heroick in an emperor, than to perfpt in his own 
opinion; nor more unbeconing, than to be draun 
to conſent to any thing againſt bis will. — 
He had, before hjs acceſſion to the empire, 
ſent an embaſſy to the ſeveral armies, promiſin 
them a larger donative than ordinary, in ca 
they took au oath of fidelity to him: But when 
once he had executed his own purpoſe, he 
broke his word, excuſing himſelf in theſe un- 
reaſonable terms: I is my cuſtom to chuſe ſole 
diers, and not buy them. And the guard of 
Germans, which had always faithfully ſerved 
the Ce/ars, were diſmiſs d into their own coun» 
try, without one farthing to carry them home. 
This was done, becauſe he ſuſpected they fa- 
your'd Cn. Doiabella more than him. He like- 
wile remov'd the prætorian bands, out of « 
preſumption that they had ſided with Nymphi- 
dias, whom he had formerly put to death. 
Halotas and Tigellinus were the only perſons, 
of all the wicked agents of Nero, whom he ſa- 
ved alire; nor had he any other reaſon ſor itz 
but that the people of Rome earueitiy ſollicited 
their execution, e 2 97 126008 2. 
He came with much greater hanour and be- 
nevolance: to the empire, | than be, after warde 
whom i 


Sway'd by the athitrary vil 


Py Y 


winiiahe pe ple therefore called his ſchool- 
maſters. Theſe were 7. Vinius, à fellow of 


inſatiable avarice; Cornelius Laco, an inſolent 
and ungovernable fool; and Icelus, his freed 
man, who had no other care than to enrich 


himſelf: Theſe tutors of Galba, acting in every 
thing as they pleas*d, ſoon made him ſeem lit- 


tle and contemptible in the eyes of all the peo- 
ple. Several ſenators, as well as knights, were 
condemn*d to death for no cauſe; and inno- 
cence, no more than guilt, could be ſafe, or 
acquitted without ready money. x. 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, matters 
in Judæa had arriv'd to an outragious criſis; 
_ countrymen were ſheathing their ſwords in the 
bowels of countrymen, and troops of robbers 
ſcattering waſte and deſolation every where. 
At laſt, theſe ruffians enrich'd with plunder, 
made a forcible entry into Feruſalem, where 
they exercis'd all manner of cruelties, ruining 
the city with diviſions, ſcarcity, rapitie, and 
murder. Notwithſtanding theſe horrid impie- 
ties, they pretended an extraordinary zeal for 


the laws and cuſtoms of their country, and. 


therefore took upon themſelves the name of 
zealots. 7 i k 11 18 
Theſe rebels having depos'd Ananus from 
the high-priefthood, ſubſtituted, in his room, 
Phannias, an ignorant Plebeian, who under- 
ſtood nothing of the daty of the office to which 
they had rais'd him. Hereupon, Ananus made 
ſuch a ſtrong party againſt them, as oblig*d em 
to run for ſhelter to the temple, where they 
prepar'd to defend themſelves: And as this ſa- 


crilegious multitude proceeded even to profane 


the holy place, that abomination” gave every 
thinking perſon a maniteſt preſage of approach- 
wg ruin. This was the abomination of deſol a- 
tion ſpoken f by Daniel the prophet, which our 
Lord bid his deciples take for a warning, and 
then flce into the mountains. © 
The zealots finding themſelves beſieged in 
the temple, and diſtruſting their own ſtrength, 
ſent an humble requeſt to the Idumæans for a 
ſpeedy ſuccour. The Idumæans, who eaſily 
believed their fallacious cant of liberty, accor- 
dingly, came; and being, by a ſtratagem, let 
into the city, join'd the zealots, who immedi. 
ately giving battle to the inhabitants, put eight 
thouſand of them to the ſword : Then carrying 
plunder through allþlaces, they kill'd Auavus, 
the high-prieſt, together with moſt of the prin- 
Cipal men of the city. Zacharias, the ſon of 
Baruch, though abſoly'd by the ſeventy judg- 
es, was murdef*d in the middle of the temple, 
and his body thrown away, without burial. 
After the ſame manner did they treat the bo- 
dies of all who fell under their ilaaghter ; They 
Were traitors, they ſaid, and deſerters of the 
rights and liberties of their country, and there- 
fore ſpould not be honoured with a ſepulc bre. 
An infinite number of people being thus de- 
ſtroy'd, the Idumæans begun to be ſenfible how 
villainouſly the zealots had impos'd upon them, 
and therefore giving liberty to two thouſand 
innocent perſons, who had been impriſon'd, 
they return'd home. And now the zealots ta- 
bed more furionſly chan ever; ſparing none 
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fly to che Romans. 


In che mean time, thoſe wh held Meſſude | 


depopulared the whole country, and Veſpalian, 
invited by the Gatarens, made an entire con- 
queſt of Peræa, driving all its inhabitants to- 
wards the river Jordan, which happening then 
to overflaw'all its banks, and thereby render - 
ing their eſcape impoſſible; the tribune Placi- 
aus, coming up with them, a terrible ſlaughter 
follow'd ; tifteen thouſand of them fell by the 
ſwords of his army, an innumerable mulcicade 
periſh'd in Fordan, and the lake A/phaltites 
was crowded with the carcaſſes of others. Ve. 
paſian next took into Geraſa, and built two 
caſtles at Fericho and Adida, to the end, that 
ſerving as bridles to the country, he mighr 


have nothing to divert him from the ſiege of 


eruſalem, againſt which he had now reſolved 


to lead all his forces. But - whilſt theſe things 


were a paſſing in his mind, news arrived of the 
death of Vero, which occaſion'd him to delay 
the expedition, till he ſhould receive freſh in- 
ſtructions from Galba. 


The lawleſs tyranny of Galba's ſchoolmaſters 
added to his own inglorious ſloth, which per- 
mitted him not to extend a thought beyond 


the gratification of his own belly, putting the 
people upon a narrow enquiry into the moſt 
minute ſteps of his former life. When the 
ſum came to be caſt up, ſuch a heap of offen- 
ces appear d, as gave a diſtaſte to all orders 
and degrees of men. He had, with heavy tri- 
butes, oppreſs' d all the cities of Gia and 


Spain, that did not enter readily into his am- 


bitious views, and likewiſe puniſh'd ſome of 
them with the demolition of their walls; and a 
Tumour went, that a number of officers, who 
had not punCtually executed his commiſſion, 
were adjudg'd to death, together with their 
wives and children. Beſides, the Taraconian 
province of Spain, having made him a preſent 
of a crown of gold, which ſhould have weigh'd 


fifteen pounds, he order'd it to be melted 


down; and finding that it wanted three oun- 
ces, he ſeverely chid them, and commanded 
them to make good the weight. They alſo 
objeEted againſt him, a covetous and ſordid 
temper, which could not help ſighing over a 

lentiful table, nor obſerve dignity in any one 
inſtance of his conduct. The ſteward of his 
houſhold laying before him a ſtate of his ex- 
pences, he prais'd the man for his care, and re- 
warded him with a common diſh of pulte. 
To another, who had wonderfuly pleas'd him, 
he gave the ſum of thirty-ſeven' pence halt- 
penny, out of his own pocket. 

Whilſt the ſpirit of diſcontent was thus ga- 
thering at Rome, the armies in Germany, who 
could not put up Galba's breach of promiſe, 
enter'd into a general revolt. The ſoldiers, 
who ſerved in the higher province, not being 
able to ſhake the ſteddy mind of Rus, made 


their application to Vtellius, who governed in 


the Lower Germany, and offering him the em- 


pire,promiis*d to ſtand and fall with him. They 


did not Tonfider that Vitellius had in his youth 
mciated under the infamous taſte of Tiberius 
and 
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whom'they ſuſpested of deſign to favour or 
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cern; he therefore reſolved to keep upon guard, 


1 embrac'd it; which news being under- 


alba having order'd a moſt preeto 

valuable necklace to be got ready, with a de- 
fign to adorn bis Fortune at Ziiſculum, but af- 
tet wards altering his purpoſe, and dedicating it 


to Venus; he, the ſame night, dreamt, that a 


repreſentation of Fortune flood by his bed ſide, 
and giving in a complaint, againſt the fraud he 


uad been guilty of towards her, threatened fbe 
would alſo deprive him of what jbe had beftow'd 


upon him. As he return'd to the city, and was 
going into his palace, the earth ſhook under 
him, and a noiſe was heard reſembling the bel - 
lowing of cattle, At a ſacrifice, the crown 
fell off his head; and, the morning before he 
was kill'd, the ſacrificer bid him arm againſt 


give the blow. Each of theſe preſages had, in 
its turn, flruck. Galha with a very great con- 


and not ſtir out of his own, houſe, . 
In the mean time, ot ho, who implacably re- 
ſented Galba's paſſing by him, and adopting 
Piſo, having corrupted the. ſoldiers by money, 
and promiſes, was declared emperor at the 
camp. Hereupon, Galba ſent a meſſage t 
them, deſiting they would change their on 
ſentiments, and return to their duty. Upon 


this, the conſpirators, that they might entice 
him to walk abroad, ſpread a report that his- 


friends had quell'd the ſedition, and, putting 
to death thoſe who ſought his lite, were upon 
their march with the army to congratulate him: 
Which account being vouched by a ſoldier, 
who came into his preſence with a bloody 


| ſword; and addreſs'd. him in theſe words; Be 


of good courage, my lord, I have juſt now killed 
Otho, and therefore given you a quiet poſſeſſion of 
the empire He immediately, renouncing all 
tear, went towards the capitol to perform ſa- 
crilice..;..:. 3 3 
The cavalry, whom Ortho had charged with 
the murder, made a ſudden ſtop, as ſoon as 
they ſaw Calla coming forward ; they were, at 
firſt, ſhock'd a little at the thought of imbru- 
ing their hands in the blood of their maſter ; 
But the hope of a reward ſoon getting the bet- 


ter of their judgment, they tumultupully ad- 


vanced, in order to ſurrohad and kill him, 


did no miſchief himſelf, y 


. «a * 
a 


He now promiſed them money, adding the 
words; What are you going to do, fellow: /01- 
diers ? I am jours, and you are mine. But find- 


ing nothing would prevail upon them, he open- 


ce that was their reſolution. 


ly, expos d his throat, and bid them rike, 
On thè approach of the aſſaſſins, all his own - 


attendantg deſerted him, excepting only the 


centurion Sempronius Druſus, who gallantly di- 


ed in his defence, When they had moxtally 
wounded Galba, and thrown him upon the 
ground, he ſaid no more, but What have I 
done, to deſerve'this treatment? He was lain 


in the forùm, near the place where Marcus 


Curtius mounted on horſeback, and in armour 
jump'd into the gulf, and left upon the ſpot; 
till a ſoldier, who returned from foraging, cut 


off his head, and, taking hold by the mouth 


{becauſe there was no hair upon the head), cat- 
ried it to Ortho. The ſoldiers then fix d it up- 
on a ſpear, and made a jeſt of it all over the 


4 


camp. Calba's three ſchoolmaſters, together 


with Piſo, and ſeveral others, were alfo put to 


death. And thus fell Ga/ba, in the ſeventy- 


third year of his age, and the ſeventh month 


of his reign. TY 
Calba before his acceſſion; had an illuſtrious 
character from every body, his merit and ca- 
pacity being always thought equal to that high 
rank, till he came to the trial. But monarchy 
and a private ſtation require a quite different 


management; many faults eſcape obſervation 


the other. What might be ſmooth'd over with 


the cloak of frugality 1n.a private man, would 
danger, for thoſe were near at hand that would 


in a monarch deſerve the ſordid name of ava- 


rice. A more than ordinary indulgence to a 
low appetite or two, may, in a ſubject, meet 


with a favourable conſtruction; but a ſove- 
reign, whoſe vices never fail to diſſeminate 
themſelves through a whole people, cannot ex- 
pet ſuch quarter. Galba was covetous, and 
covetouſneſs is ſeldom ſeen without a train of 
ugly conſequences: Avarice and virtue are as 
great oppoſites as light and darkneſs; they 
cannot dwell together within the ſame root. 
He was, likewiſe, diſtruſtful, and ſuſpicious, 
and, of courſe, obſtinately cruel. He only 
had the name of emperor, whilſt three of his 


creatures ruled: And though, during the ſhort 


time of his adminiſtration, it could be ſaid he 
zief h „ as he ſuffered his 
miniſters to oppreſs and deſtroy whom they 
pleas'd, their crimes were, in fact and reality, 
his own: For their can be no acceſſaries in op- 


preſſion and murder. 


| Otho, A. D. 71. vulg. Era 68. 
Otho had, from youth upwards, been addict- 


ed to all ſorts of extravagance aud lewdneſs: 


he ſoon run out the eſtate his father had leſt 
him, and being then put to his ſhifts, he made 
ſtrong love to an old and rich freed woman, 
who had à great intereſt at court; and getting, 
by her means, a recommendation to Were, he, 
in a ſhort time after, ſo inſinuated himſelf to 


the monarch, that he became one of h1s prigei- 


al friends." They gat, they. drank, the 
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wench'd together, and, at laſt, had but one wife the firit; r add 10 the ſtreng 


between them, till Nero thought fit to take O- 
 tho's ſpouſe wholly to himſelf. Then it was 
that Nerv's jealouſy incited him to ſend Otho to 
a government abroad, which made the people 
ſay, that the prince had beflowed a f allacious 
Honour upon bim, for fear the man 
mit adultery with his own wife. e had, be- 
fore this time, been conſcious to all Nero's hel- 
| liſh deſigns and machinations, but after the 
grant of the government of Laſſtania, repair d 
to his province, which he adminiſter*d for ten 
years with ſingular moderation and abſtinence. 
He had, with all his might, favoured the 
rebellion of Galla, hoping that the old man 
would adopt him; but failing in his expecta- 
tion, and being deeply ſunk in debt, which 
gave à terrible addition to his ſorrow, he im- 
mediately reſolv'd to ſeize upon the empire. 
He openly ſaid, If I cannot attain to the ſu- 
© preme authority, it will not be poſſible for me 
© to keep my feet: Nor is it any matter of odds 
to me, whether 1 die in battle by the ſword of 
© an enemy, or fall by the hands of my creditors 
© in a goal.” He therefore made an attempt, 
re © 5 3 ae co et 0, 16997 
Having inftantly offer'd ſacrifice for His own 
roſperity, and obſerving the entrails of the 
E look diſmally upon him; I wiſh, ſaid he; 
I had not undertaken to play upon this great 
pipe. Which is a proverb levelled at thoſe 
who do any thing contrary to their own inte- 
reſt. Then going to the ſenate, he told them, 
in a few words, that he had been forced to take 
© upon him the ſupreme command, but would 
* govern with the common conſent of all.' _ 
As he next held on his way to the palace; 
the mob, among other compliments, ſaluted 
him with the ſirname of Nero; nor did he 
ſeem to be in the leaft offended ar it, or refuſe 
ir. But the firſt night of his new dignity gave 
him no ſmall inquietude. His guards, who at- 
tended in the. next room, hearing him utter 
many loud groans in his ſlecp, and afterwards 
get a violent fall out of his bed; run in to 
learn what was the matter: I have, ſaid he, 
been diſturbed, aud expelled my bed by Galba. 
And henceforward he omitted nothing that he 
or others thought might pacify the ghoſt of 
Galba. 7. TOE 
He ſeem'd to have a great reſpect for the 
memory of Nero, for he not only reſtored all 
his domeſticks and freed men to their former 
places, and: ſubſcribed money to perfect his 
ſumptuous palace; but replac'd all his images 
and ſtatues, and alſo ſign'd- abundance of let- 
ters with the additional name of Nero Which 
gave the wiſer part an apprehenſion that he 
meant to tread in the ſteps of Nero. However, 
he agreeably diſappointed them, acting, in moſt 
caſes, with great equity and juſtice : And tho? 
his own inclination” prompted him to all man- 
ner of wickedneſs, yet laying an effectual curb 
upon it, he made it his principal care and ſtu- 
dy N the hearts and good-will of the 
ple. He conſidered he was ſurrounded with 
enemies, and had much to fear from the grow- 
Ing intereſt of Vitellius; he therefore would 


do WP og, that might increaſe the number of detected, the impoſtor was, with ſome diffi- 


onld c . 


+ frlt, 62 as Si of tis tatrr: 
He had wit enough to know that A gratifica- 
tion of vicious appetites would ſoon cover him 
Wich a general contempt, and, of conſequence, 
-weaken his hands; for which reaſon, he induſ- 
 trioafly avoided all obcafioris that might draw 


him into the ſnare. WW 
He treated his fab jects with extraordinary 
kindneſs and affability, was eaſy of accels, and 
ſent no man away from his/preſence' with a hea- 


vy heart. He daily frequented. the theatre, 


thinking, thereby, to acquire the love and af- 
fection of the people: | He made many ſtran- 
gers free of the city of Rome; aud was by no 
means a niggard in magnificent promiſes; but 
all his endeavours to conciliate the minds of 
the Romans, were ineffectual. His former a- 
bandon'd manner of life had caſt ſuch a cloud 
over him, that they could ſee nothing in his 
preſent behaviour but affectation and comedy; 
and his intimate conjunction and familiarity with 
Sporus, and the other favourites of Vero, con- 
firmed them in their opinion. However, the 
ſenate let go no opportunities that might give 
a teſtimony of their attachment to him, doing 
all that lay within their power to ſettle him in 
the poſſeſſion of the empir med. 
Whilſt affairs were thus circulating; Ve/pd- 
ian had laid his commands upon Titus to ſet 
out for Rome, and carry his reſpects to Galba. 
King Agrippa attended Titus in the voyage, 
with a deſign to make his compliments to the. 
-new-emperor; but being ſome time retatded in 
their way, they had no ſooner touched at A. 
chaia, than they received the news of the 
death of Galba, and the ſucceſſion of Otho. 
This alteration did not hinder Agrippa from 
proſecuting the voyage; bur Titus, who wiſely 
regarded the event as a matter that demanded 
farther advice, returned to his father at Cæſa- 
rea. ' F FEA 0000 
Veſpaſian left Cz/area on the fifth of June, 
with a reſolution to make himſelf maſter of all 
places that lay about Feru/alem. . He ſeizes 
ſeveral little roparchies, or juriſdictions, be- 
longing to towns, and taking the cities of Bethe. 
and Ephraim, put Roman garriſons in them. 
He alſo reduced and burnt the famous city of 
Hebron, and, by his lieutenant Cerea/js, 248. 
tered deſolation through all the territories of 
Idumæa. And having thus made a final con- 
queſt of all Fudea, excepting only Feruſalein 
and the three caſtles of Maſſida, Macherong 
and Herodium; he determined to give his ſol- 
diers a ſuſpenſion of arms, that they might re- 
freſh themſelves. The poſture of affairs look'd 
very muddy at Rome, and he had no mind to 


exhauſt his army upon foreign exploits, becauſe - 


he did not know but theit aſſiſtance might ſaon 
be wanted at home. He therefore went back 
%%% ˙ — FTIORR 

About this time, an impoſtor, going to Far- 
thia, and giving out a plaufible ſtory, brought 


the Parthians into a belief that he really was 


the emperor Nero. Hereupon, he met with a 
meſt magnificent reception, and extraordinary 
ar were made, in order to reſtore 
him to his throne : Bur the fraud being at laſt 
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hearken to the brave propoſals of thoſe würd 


culty, deliver d up: and carried to Rome, where 


he receiv d a puniſhment ſtable to his merit. 
In the mean time, the ſenate had ſent orders 


to Viĩtellius, commanding him to acknowledge 
the title of Otho, and continue in duty and o- 
bedience. Ot bo likewiſe made him an offer to 
marry his daughter, and take him for his part- 
ner in the ſovereignty; but finding no atgu- 
ments could prevail upon him; he -reſolv'd to 
put the difference to the deciſion of a battle. 
On a falſe alarm of treaſon againſt him, the 


prætorian bands gave an invincible proof of 


their loyalty ; for. ſuſpecting that the ſenate 
were at the bottom of a plot to deſtroy him, 


they immediately ſtood to their arms, with a 


deſign to cut off all the ſenators: Nor could 
they be appeas d, till they had ſnhed the blood 


of ſome of their own officers, whom they took 


to be traitors, and had ſeen Ot. 
At this unlucky juncture, it was Otho's bu- 


 ſitzeſs to have protracted the war, in regard 
the enemy, who were now advancingyÞ 


abour*d 
under a great ſcarcity of proviſions, as well 
as inextricable difficulties, by the narrowneſs 
of the ways through which they muſt paſs. 
But whether it was that he thought a delay 


would cool the vigour of his ſoldiers, ' who 


ſhew'd a mighty forwardneſs for action, or the 
abſence of Vitellius gave him a hope of an eaſy 
conqueſt over his army; he would liſten to no 
advice but what came from his army, who now 
breathed nothing but blood and flaughter. © 

Having therefore, fent his troops under the 
command of ſeveral generals, he had the plea- 
ſure to underſtand they came off victorious ar 
three engagements ; but at the fourth and laſt 
battle, which was fought at Bebriacum (a vil- 
lage between Cremona and Verona, now called 
Labemein), his forces being treacherouſly fet 
upon in the midſt of a generous: parley, and 
pacifick conference, were defeated, and over- 


When the news of this overthrow reached 
the ears of Otho, his courtiers begg'd him not 
to believe it: They had been ſo elevated with 
the three former victories, that they concluded 
this account muſt of courſe be a lie. They 
therefore treated the unfortunate officer, who 


had been a witneſs of the bartle, with all man- 
ner of indignity and contempt. Hereupon, 


the gentleman ſpoke to Ot ho as follows: Would 


© to heaven, my ſovereign, the news I bring you 


* might be found a falſhood ; I ſhould die with 
© joy, if your troops had reported the victory. But 
© fince they have loft the day, Iam willing to die, 
© for fear of falling under the ſuſpicion ot having 


© wade a cowardly flight to ſave my lite, As for 


© you, my maſter, in a junEture which will ſoon 
give the enemy an occaſion to arrive, take ſuch 
© meaſures as in your opinion may beſt anſwer 
© the purpoſe.” This ſaid, he plunged his ſword 
into his own bowels, and kill'd himſelf. - 

And now, notwithſtanding he had a large 
reſerve of forces, which had been lately aug- 
mented by a conſiderable number of troops out 
of Pannonia, and others from Dalmatia and 
Maſia were upon their march to aſſiſt him; yer 
his mind was ſo broke and diſpirited by chis 


ſmall reverſe of fortune, that he threw up all 


thoughts of retrieving his condition, nor would 


perſuaded him to renew the war. After ſome 


auſe upon the matter, his cowardly heart in- 
otmed him there was no remedy but in death, 


and therefore he took a reſolution to diſpatch 


himfelf; - - - 


. Otho then calling his ſoldiers together, ha- | 


rangued them in the following words: Compa- 
© hions, and fellow-foldiers, having ſeen a late 


© inſtance. of the fortitude of my men in an offi- 


cer who fell upon his own ſword, becauſe he 
would not ſarvive the impatation of a 'falf- 
© hood ; I no longer will throw ſuch worthy and 
© heroic ſpirits into danger upon my account. 
© We have, to this day, had nothing among us 


© but inteſtine feuds and diviſions, 1 deteſt and 


© abhor a civil war to ſo great 4 degree, that 
even an aflurance of victory ſnould not recon- 


© cile me to it. I love the peopie of Rome, 


© though they cannot be brought to do their 
© duty by me. Let Vitellius take the laurels; 


* ſince the gods will have it ſo; may his troops 


© go on and proſper, I voluntarily give my con- 


© ſent. It is more reaſonable that one man 


© ſhonld die for the preſervation of a vaſt num- 
© ber of people, than make a great multitude 
© periſh for the ſake of one man. I would much 
© rather-Chuſe to be Mucius, Decius, Curtius, 
© or Regulus, than Marius, Cinna, or Hilla. 
Compel me not, my brave ſoldiers, to ſquare 
© my actions by thoſe whom I abominate; but 
© give me leave, and envy me not the glory, to 
© 1mitate. thoſe whom I eſteem. Tour ſolici- 
* tude ſhould be to go to him for whom victory 
© has declared, and endeavour to gain his ap- 


© probation. As to me, I am in no pain about 


© the method which muſt aſſure my liberty, as 
© well as give the world an evident demonſtra- 
tion that you made choice of an'emperor who 
© would not ſacrifice yon to his own intereſt; 
© but ſacrificed himſelf to yours. 

This declaration of Ortho ſtruck the foldiers 
with an inexpreſſible concern; they at once ad- 
mired his virtue, and pitied his misfortune. 
His caſe, they told him, was not deſperate, 


and might eaſily be recovered ;' and they would 


joyfully undergo all manner of danger for his 
ſake, But when they found they only talked 
to a deaf man, they fell into a burſt of tears, 
and, with a loud voice, calling him father, pro- 


teſted they loved him better than their own re- 


lations and children. They earneſtly continu'd 


for ſome days difluading him from his purpoſe, | 


bat their friendly offices were to no effect. 1 
am, ſaid he, obſfinately determined to die; if, 
therefore, you have any remaining love for me, 
you will not obftruf# my intention.  . + 
After this, he burnt all letters that were in 
his cuſtody, to the end they might not bring 
his friends into danger; then taking leave of 
his brother, nephew, and the reſt of his friends, 
and diſtriburing what money he had among his 
domeſticks, he retired to his chamber, carrying 
two daggers with him. In the mean time, à 
tumult ariſing on account of his officers Pre- 
tending to ſeize thoſe as deſerters who endea- 
voured to get away; he came out; again, ant 
forbidding them to do violence to any man, 
We will, ſaid he, ſuperadd this night to bur Ie, 
He next tried the edge of the Foal "lh 
1 aying 
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three months, and eleven days. £43 ls 
Such a deſire of Otho remain'd in the hearts 
. of the Romans, that even thoſe who hated him, 


13 N 
_— 
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laying the ſharpeſt of them under his pillow, 
went to bed, where he ſlept ſound; till break 
of day; and ſo waking, gave himſelf one home 
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thruſt under the left ſide of his breaſt, and in 


a moment or two, expir'd, having only reign'd 


while alive, prais'd him after his death: And 
ſo intenſely did his own ſoldiers love him, that 
numbers of them who were abſent, as well as 
of thoſe who were preſent at the time of the 
ſuicide, fell upon their own ſwords, and killed 


themſelves. Though the man died like an in- 


famous coward, yet ſuch a ſhameleſs taſte. of 


glory had they, that it came to be a pretty ge- 


neral opinion, that the generous manner of his 
death had made a full amends for all the crimi- 
nal acts of his former life : Nay, they were 
fools enough to ſay, that he murdered Galba 
with aview to reſtore.the republick to its ancient 


rights and privileges. 


Had Otho, on his acceſſion, devolyed the 


ſupreme authority into the hands of the peo- 


ple, and afterwards bent all his ſervices to ſup- 
port it upon that ancient bottom, I would 
then have ſaid, he acted a moſt gallant and he- 
roick part: But as he did not renounce the em- 
pire till he thought he could keep it no longer, 
leaving it to a ſucceſſor as worthleſs as him- 
ſelf, and, out of fear of death, run into the 
arms of death; I muſt ſay, his end was of a 
piece with the reſt of his vicious, weak, and 
ſcandalous life, and his government no more 
than an artificial engine, deriving its motion 
from the wind- mill of ſelf-love. He knew he 
had not a firm ſeat in the ſaddle; fear, there 
fore, made him put on an exterior robe of vir- 
tue. But had he lived to ſee his enemies un- 
der his feet, he would quickly have degenera- 


ted into the wild and diflolute practices of Ne- 


ro; his paſt conduct had, in every inſtance, 


been ſoft and effeminate. He could not bear 


the thought, far leſs the ſight, of an enemy; 
for which reaſon, it can be no wonder that the 
diſcomfiture of his troops ſhould throw him 
into ſuch a fright, that he Kkill'd himſelf. Deſ- 


pair and terror, whetted with the daily appre- 


henſion of a painful and ignominious death, 
made him fly to a remedy of a much more 
black and diſgraceful nature chan the evil he 
dreaded. 10 | 


Vitellius, 4. D. 72. vulg. Era 69. 
Aulus Vitellius having ſpent his younger 


years among Tiberius's whores and catamites at 


Capreæ, was the reaſon that Tiberius preferr'd 
his father Lucius Vitellius (of whom we have 
before ſpoke at large) to the N of 
Hria. He recommended himſelf to Caligula 


by his 2 in conducting chariots, got the 
7 


favour of Claudius by playing at dice with him, 
and was eſteem'd by Nero for his ſimilitude of 
manners. Nero made him governor. of Africk, 
in which ſtation he continued for two years 
wth great integrity and juſtice ; but being af- 
derwards advanced to a poſt of honour in the 
City, he thereby incurr' d no ſmall ſhare of con- 
tempt and obloquy. It was alledg d againſt 


him, that he had ſtole the gold and ſilver veſ- 
ſels of their temples, and ſubſtituted others in 
their room, made out of tin and copper. 
Being in himſelf a moſt abandoned and ex- 
travagant wretch, he at laſt fell into ſuch a 
ſtate. of poverty, that he ſcatce had bread to 
his teeth; which was the principal motive that 
induced Galba to confer the government of 
Lower Germany upon him. Of all men, ſaid 
Galba, thoſe are leaſt to be feared who have no 
thought beyond the ſatisfaction of their belly. I 
have beftowed this office upon poor Vitellius, 10 
the end he may fill his immoderate appetite with 
province plemy:: .. 
Vitellius next was at a loſs how to to get mo- 
ney enough to defray his charges into Germa- 
ny. His credit had ſunk roo low to give him 
the proſpect of borrowing any thing. Putting, 
therefore, his wife and children into a gartet, 
and letting out his houſe for their ſubſiſtance, 
he went to his mother, and obtaining her ear - 
rings, pawn'd them for a ſum which ſufficiently 
anſwer d his occaſions. l . 
On his arrival at the camp, he left nothing 
untry'd that might win him the hearts of the 
ſoldiers. He ſaluted them, ſpoke kindly to 
them, and pardoned all manner of offences; 
nor could they be more forward to ask favours 
than he ſhew'd a willingneſs to grant them. 
By this means, the ſoldiers, who had taken a 
diſlike to Galba, immediately caſt their thoughts 
upon him, and ſoon after brought the army in 
Upper. Germany to concur with them; they 
then proclaim'd him emperor, giving him the 
ſirname of Germanicus, which he took, and 
would alſo have call'd him Auguſtus and Cæſar, 
bur the former he poſtpon'd, and the latter he 
would never accept. Tie 
Having, in his march through Ga/lia, heard 
of the ſucceſs of his army at Bebriacum, he 
inſtantly gave an order to break the prætorian 
bands, letting his ſoldiers, thereby, ſee, that 
he deteſted the authors of a revolt. And thoſe 
hundred and twenty men that had, at the in- 
ſtigation of Ot ho, kill'd Galba, were, by his 
command, apprehended, and put to death. 
Hereupon, the people of Rome conceiv'd great 
hopes of him; but, alaſs! they did not look 
into the bottom of things: Fear was the mo- 
tive that, in this caſe, determin'd him, and 
not any principle of virtue and juſtice. He 
thought the ſlaughter of thoſe regicides would 
deter others from practiſing the like villainy 
upon himſelf. _ it 
In his return towards Rome, he triumphant- 
ly marched through all the cities that fell in 
his way, and, indulging himſelf in all ſorts of 
prodigality and exceſs, gave a plenaty power 
to his ſoldiers, as well as domeſt icks, to do 
what they pleaſed. Rapes, violence, theft, 
and injuſtice, were received upon the foot of ' 
a jeſt, and no wickedneſs appear d among em 
that did not meet with impunity. When he 
came to the field of battle, where the event 
had declared for him, and obſeryed ſome ot 
his followers expteſſing an abhorrence, from 
the noiſome ſmell of the dead bodies; he with 
an air of gaiety, ſaid, A /{ain enemy diſfuſes a 
moſt fragrant ſmell, but a ſtain citizen 64% 4 
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better, Me then drank a large quantity of 


wine, and diſtributing the Tame liquor wit an 
extenſive; profuſion among his ſoldiers, bid em 
- quaff it Ni „to prevent an infection, which 
mipht otherwiſe ariſe fromthe flonehb. _ 
Dn his arival-at Rome, he made his entry 
into the city with all the majoſty and apparatus 
of a battle. He now ga an unlimited range 
to filthineſs and luxury, thewing an utter dif- 
regard to all laws, divine, as well as human, 
He brought the conſular power to reſide only 
in his own perſon, and in a moſt ſolemn and 
publick manner offet d ſacrifices for the foul of 
Nero. The care of the ſtate being much be- 
low his notice, he put the adminiſtration into 
the hands of a parcel of worthleſs players and 
chariot-drivers, ſetting Afaticus, one of his 
freed men, at the head of them. He had, from 
his earlieſt bud of life, placed all his delight 
in taverns, plays, ſhows, and games of hazard, 
and upon theſe grafting} alſo the boundleſs gra- 
tifications of an epicure, he was ever in nexeſ- 
ſity, and always in debt. N 
But now, chat he had arrived to the ſovereigu 
authority, it would be an eaſy matter, he 
thought, to raiſe ſuch ſunds as thould readily 
anſwer his moſt exorbitant expences; and there- 
fore plunging himſelf over head and ears in 
gluttony, drunkeneſs, riot, and debauch, he 
renounc' d the ſatisfactions of a reaſonable man 
to do drudgery, in obedience to the appetites 
of a brute. His whole reign was a continued 
ſcene of eating, drinking, and revelling. He 
would have his table extraordinary ſet out 
four or five times a day, and none of theſe en- 
tertainments ever coſt leſs than ten thouſand 
crowns. He could find no pleaſure in any 
thing that did not ultimately terminate in his 
een benny. wy 
| He was of ſuch a ravenous and greedy tem- 
perament, that, during the ſhort ſpace wherein 
be had no meals at home, he would rapiciouſly 
devour meat taken from the hearth in time of 
ſacrifice, or brought him from . 
ſes, any manner of way prepared. All the 
known parts of the world, both by ſea and 
land, were ſearched and hunted for delicacies 
and incitements that might give an edge and 
Reeneſs to his ſtomach; but, in regard ſuch a 
G 4 N ſtuffing muſt have foon thrown him 
nto 


the jaws of death, without the frequent 


uſe of ſome evacuation or other; his cuſtom 
was, after a hearty meal, to force it up again. 

But theſe methods being ſtill infufficient to 
content his dog-like paunch, he would often 
mvite himſelf to the houſes of the richeſt men 
at Rune, commanding them to make feaſts for 
him at incredible charges. Among others, his 


own brother mace him an entertainment, con- 


fiſting of ſeven thouſand ſorts of fowl, and two 
thouſand different preparations of fiſh. At the 


dedication of the Great Platter (which he cal- 
led Minerva's Target), he vaſtly exceeded all 
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cocks, liver of guilt-heads 
other diſhes of the like mad and extravagant 


illneſs, which diſabled him from attending at 


Herops. 5 | 
heads, and innumerable - 
nature. . e 

By this abominable coutſe, he not only ruin- 
ed his own health, but killed a great number 
of his companions; one of whom, by name 
Vibius Criſpus, falling into a lingering ſtate of 


the ts of Vitellius, ſaid, very juſtly, to 
his friends; Iſſboul have been dead before this 
time, if I had not been ſeized with this malady. 
As to himſelf, who was a fellow of a prodi- 
gious ſtature, his continual-cramming turned 
him into ſich a deſpicable figure, that he look*d 
more like an over-grown monſter, than a mah. 
He mightily prais'd and admir'd all che ac- 
tions and behaviour of Nero; And get, faid he, 
I cannot help blaming him in one particular 
His houſe was not magnificent enough; nor ſplen- 
didly built, nor richly furniſhed. The vanity 
of this poor thing deſerves a peal of laughter : 
For Nero's palace had been finiſh'd with the 
-utmoſt- grandeur and expence, and fat ſurpaſs'd 
the moiſt ſumptuous edifices that were to be 
ſeen at Rome, being in abundance of places, 
-plated with gold, and garniſhed with precious 
tones : Nay, even his wife Galeria, who had, 
a few days before, been conſtrained to accom- 
modate her ſelf in a garret, grew ſo haughty, 
on this ſudden change, that ſbe proteſted ſhe 
could not but pity the low taſte of the former 
emperors, who had ſat down contented with 
ſuch indifferent furniture in their palaces. _ 
To his many deteſtable vices, was added a 
violent inclination to cruelty and blood; nei- 
ther friendſhip, nobility, virtue, nor any tie 
whatever, could ſtay upon his hands from com- 


mitting murder. He would, by all kinds of | 
Plans bent, une fair words, make it a prin- 

cipal buſineſs to draw the moſt conſiderable . 
men of the city into his acquaintance and fami- f 
liarity, and afterwards, by all poſſible methods F 
of treachery, deſtroy them. Going to ſee one : 
of his companions, whom exceffive drinking 8 
had thrown into a fever, and who pitifully cal- 6 
led out for a glaſs of cold water to quench his | 
thirſt ; he put poiſon in a draught of water, b 
2 OY it to him, Killed him 1 mb 00 
His creditors, as alſo, the collectors of the 8 
imperial revenue, who had importunately dun- 82 
ned him whilſt a private man, and with great en 
difficulty conſented to let him go to his govern- wh 
ment, were now glad to hide, and keep out of "PI 
his way. Nor did he employ leſs pains and ep 
diligence to diſcover them; and being found, 15 


he compelled them to re- delirer to him all 
notes, contracts, and titles of debt, whatſo- 
ever, that had heen ſign'd by his own hand; 
telling them, I have gentleman, fpared your 
life, which is much more valuable than the ſums 
of money I owe you. | RT OS. 

his creditors as had the courage 


But ſuch of 


the ſhameleſs waſte that was ever heard of, o- 
bliging the Gay ſea, and the ſtreights of 
Gibraltar, to furniſh kim with the ſmall guts 
of ſea-lampries, and making out the reſt of 
the ſervices with tongues of phænicopters, or 
red-nightingales, brains of pheaſants and pea- 


to ask for their money, or only dropp'd an in- 
ſinuation that they wanted it, were porous | 
put to death. One of them did but ſalute him, 
and he forthwith commanded him to be cap!- 
Ee and then bidding his offices 
bring him back again (which was look d * 

> 


aA 


” f Ws . 4 * 5 "Pp x 458 N 5 
N \ Kew. 4 ack \ * * 
The Liber e "the Ht ops: 
ö | , , 3 . 


and extolled by the people as an act of great 


mercy), he cauſed him to be lain before his 
face: I wanted only, ſaid the monſter, to feed 
my ehe with the laughter of him, Another 
being, for the ſame reaſon, condemned, and 


two of his ſons coming to intercede for him, 


the tyrant inſtantly ordered them, as well as 
their father, to be 1 death. And having 
next difcharg'd his fury againſt a Roman knight, 


who in being dragg' d 1 cried out, that h 


had made him his heir; Fetch him back, ſaid 


he, that I may ſee his will. Hereupon, read- 


- neſs. | 


ing the will, and underſtanding that the gen- 
tleman's freed man was left coheir with him- 
ſelf; he gave an immediate warrant for execu- 
ting them both. 95 385 

He was a mortal foe to all ſuch as pretended 
to thruſt their noſe into futurity. Some of 
theſe wiſeacres, ir ſeems, had offended him, by 
prediEting that his reign would be ſhort. In- 
deed it was not poſſible it ſhould. be long; for 
his own gluttony muſt ſoon have diſpatched 
him, even ſuppoſing there had been no other 
enemy in the caſe: And thetefore their idle 
tale required no depth of judgment. Having 
publiſhed an edict, whereby he commanded 
them ro depart out of Italy by a certain day; 
they, to be even with him, diſpers'd a writing, 
whicti declared, or, at leaſt, endeavoured to 
declate (for rhey DAT 15 be out in their 


gueſs, the man being killed before the day pre- 


fix d by them) the time of his death. Upon 


this, Vitellius hang'd all of them that were 
brought before him, or informed againſt, with- 
our ſo much as allowing them the liberty to 
make a defence. 4 OS 
In the mean time, Veſpaſian having got an 
account of the ſpontaneous death of Orho, and 
ſucceſſion of Vitellius to the empire, took an 
oath of fidelity to the new emperof, as did- 
Mucianus, govertior of Syria, and all the le- 
gions utider_theif command. This was done, 
on the part of Veſpaſian, with a very great ab- 
horrence ; for he begun to conſider, that a fa- 


„ ; | . La 
vourable conjunEture would ſoon ariſe, where- 


by the ſupreme power might, in all likelihood, 
come into his own hands. He thought the 
people of Rome would not, for any long ſpace, 
fit eaſy, under the adminiſtration of a cruel 
and infamous glutton; and his own ſuperior 
merit told him, they would, one-time or other, 
appeal to i Kao, But whatever were his 
private ſentiments, this was not a ſeaſon to di- 
vulge them; the hoary head of winter had bid 
him lock up his enterprize till a more conve- 
nient opportunity. As to oaths of allegiance, 
the Pagan Romans were now come to ſuch. a 
wicked paſs, that even the beſt of them mind- 
ed them no more than they did the rattles of 
children, : V 
During theſe revolutions at Rome, the Fews 
were hard at work in making war upon their 
own bowels, weakening the ſtate, and deſtroy- 
ing one another with inteſtine diviſions ; whilſt 
Simon, who had carried his victorious arms o- 
ver all Idumæa, raged without the city, wal- 
owing in all manner of rapine and violence. 
he zealots within Feruſalem, abetted by Fohn 
(who a, pur a trick upon Titus, and ſo made 
; 


lay .confined to a ſick bed. 


and, obſcure light. The 
Ted the guard of the temple of Jupiter, gave 


* > * 
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forts of exceſs, outrage, - and plunder ; the 


moſt ſhameleſs. and impudent actions were but 
a ſport and diverſion to them. They not only 
aſſumed the habit of women, but dreſſed out, 
and painted themſelyeslike common proſtitutes, 
imitating them, alſo, to the height of all their 


lewdneſs and abominations, and making the co- 


2 
- 


eruſalem ſeemed now to be but one continued 
ene of pollution, and filth, and unclean- 


The citizens, being at laft wearied out by 
the repeated violences of John, and drawing 
over ſome of his party to their own ſide, took 
up arms againſt him, and killing many of his 
men, reduced him to run for ſhelter rande tem- 
ple. But apprehending they would not be able 
to keep the ground they had gained, and fear- 
ing, too, that Fohy might ſteal out, on ſome 
night or other, and conſume the city by fire; 
they ſummoned a council of their principal 
my as well as prieſts, ro conſult upon an ex- 
pedient that might beſt adjuſt the difficulties of 
the preſent caſe. And here omnipotence per- 
mitted them to have recourſe to a remedy that 
was much more dangerous than the diſeaſe it- 
ſelf. They came to a reſolution to call in Si- 
mon, the ſon of Gioras, to their aſſiſtance. _ 
Simon had no ſooner arrived into the city, 
than he gave them cauſe to repent their choice, 
exerciſing uncommon and unheard=of cruelties, 
and acting in all points up to the utmoſt ſtretch 
of tyranny. Thoſe neceſſitudes, of bonds of 
relation between man and man, which are the 
uſual cement of union and ſociety, were of no 
force to reſtrain his hands from an effuſion of 
blood. Ordinary crimes, and common wicked- 
neſs, paſſed lp reflection before him, as inſtan- 
ces of a weak and little mind: He therefore 
would do no action that was not at once im- 
pious and aſtoniſhing, trampling under his feer 


all the duties of nature, friendſhip, and civil 


A 
ſociety. _ 


Whilſt nothing but faction and ſlaughter 


walked about the ſtreets of Feruſalem, Vitellius 


was, after the uſual manner, employed in per- 
fid iouſly conſpiring againſt worth, innocence, 
and virtue, and riotouſly diſſipated the riches 
of the empire. To his many other crimes 
(ſome give out), he alſo added the murder of 
his own mother, ſtarving her to death as ſhe 
ned | | And this they 
ground upon the propheſy of an old woman 
(in whom he greatly confided), who told him, 
that his reign would be both long and ftable, if 
he happened to ſurvive his parent. 
In the midſt of theſe enormities, ſeveral 
odigies concurred which quite cow'd the 
Beat of Vitellius. A comet appeared, and an 


eclipſe of the moon followed, twice, in an un- 


expected and ſtrange manner. Two ſuns were, 


likewiſe, ſeen at the ſame time, viz. one in 
the eaſt, which was bright, and clear; and a- 
nother. in the weſt, that only ſhew'd a pale 
The ſoldiers, who compo- 


evidence, that the gates open'd of themſelves, 
in the dead of the night, with ſuch a dreadful 
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ons th death, M any traces and foot ſteps were, 
likewiſe, viſible in the temple, which Vitellius 
thought could portend no good luck. Beſides, 


ſeveral of his ſtatues had tumbled down, and 


broke their legs in the fall, 
Theſe ominous things Wade FVitellius exhibit 
frequent ſpectacles, or ſhows, in order to gain 


the love and eſteem of the people. He now 


nate, often inviting the leading men among 
them to ſup with him, and heaping tavours up- 
on them, to aſſure their friendſhip. The ſenate 
could propoſe no ſcheme but what he willingly 


enter'd into, nor the people make a demand 


that was not readily granted. i 
In the interim, the troops at Cz/area conſi- 


dering with themſelves that theit own valour 


was equal, if not ſuperior to any other army 


then in being, and the merit of their general 


ſuch, as indiſputably claimed the firft rank. 
Shall other ſoldiers, ſaid they, take the liberty 
to carve out affairs of ſtate, aud give monarchs 


to the world, whilſt we idly and carele/ly ſtand 


looking on © As their worth, ſo has been their 
choice, beſtowing only curſes upon the empire. 


But we will proclam Veſpaſian, and confer a 


bleffing upon the publick. He has ſufficiently diſ- 
tingulſi d himſelf, not only in Great- Britain, but 
in Judza, to deſerve the love and efteem of man- 


' kind ; and his prudent, juſt, and honourable 


conduct, ſuperadded to his ot her valuable quali- 
ties, make a demand that cannot otherwiſe be 
ſuitably rewarded, but by the ſupreme power. 
They had no ſooner made theſe reflections, 
than they declared him emperor. But how for- 


ward ſoerer Ve/pafan's army was, the forces 
at Alexaudria were before-hand with them, ha- 
ving proclaimed Veſpaſian on the firſt of July, 


which preceded, by two days, his acknowledg- 
ment in Paleſtine. | | 
the ſame month, all Syria had alſo giving their 
fidelity to him. Hereupon, Veſpaſian, going 
into Yria, was congratulated by 3 
from ſeveral provinces, and preſented with 
crowns, and other teſtimonies of ſubmiſſion. 
He then ſent Mucianus (who had all along eſ- 
pouſed his part with great warmth) into 1raly, 
to make war againſt Vitellius, and haſted him- 
{elf into Agypr, where he made it his care to 
ſecure the peace of rhe country, as well as le- 
vy money and proviſions enough to ſubſiſt his 
troops. | DOTTED 
Ihe legions which were quartered in  Myfa, 
coming to underſtand the general intention of 
the provinces in favour of Ve/pafian, made an 
earneſt offer of the ſupreme command to their 
own governor, Antonius Primus, who had be- 
fore been baniſn'd by Nero, reftor*d by Galba, 
and now prefided in Pannonia; but though he 


denied this inſtance of their good-will, which 


proceeded from nothing but a deſire of plun- 
der, yet he ſo far gratified them, that he im- 
mediately begun his march, and arriv'd in Italy 


_ before Mucianas. 


The noiſe of this gathering temple had no 
ſooner made its way to Vite/lins, than it threw 
him into an irrecoverable ſright. | 
a war ſo near him, congeal'd all the blood in 


And before. the fifteenth of 


The news of 


| | b ; . 8 N : 
The Liver of, ebe Hk RODS. 


bang, 8 feng Cre, their compani 


his veins; nor did he ſeem to be alive, till 

wine, and the flatterer, had new-dreſs'd the 
melancholy tale, and brought him into a hope 
of ſpeedy ſucceſs. Cæcina, called, alſo, Al- 
lienus, Vitellius's general, having march'd with 
all his forces to make head againſt the enemy, 
encamped at Cremona for ſome days; during 
which time, conſidering with himſelf that he 
had undertaken an expedition againſt an army 


doubled his expreſſions of kindneſs to the ſe- not only accuſtomed to fight, but conquer, and 
whom former laurels would never ſuffer to ſub- 


mit to a defeat; and that his own men had 
long been eneryated with all the delicacies and- 
ſoft inclinations of an eaſy life; he therefore 
came to a reſolution to let go the enterggize, 
and make his own peace. | E: 
Upon this, he had a private conference with 
Antonius Primus, and accommodated the diffi- 
culty by taking an oath to Veſpaſian. Then 
returning to his ſoldiers, and running a compa- 
riſon between Vitellius and Ve/paſian, he bid 
them acquieſce in the man who had moſt merit 
and virtue. They inſtantly changed ſides, and 
removing the enſigns of Vitellius, took Veſpaflan 
for their monarch; but in leſs than an hour af- 
ter being ſeiz'd with a remorſe for what they 
had done, they tumultuouſly ſurrounded li- 
enys, their general, and accuſing him of having 
artfully drawn them into treaſonable practices, 
laid hands upon him, and bound him with 
chains, ſhewing no regard to his conſular dig- 
Nor could this outrage done to their general 
appeaſe them; they next gave battle to Anto- 
nius Primus, maintaining their ground, though 
they wanted a leader, with uncommon courage 
and alacrity. They fought out the day and 
the whole ſuccecding night, with equal force 
and intrepidity, neither party knowing which 
had the better of the day. Both the one and 
the other were ſo violently fill'd and animated 
with a paſſion for victory, that though former 
acquaintance, friendſhip, and familiar conver- 
ſation, was remember'd and diffus'd through 
all their ranks, yet no motive ſeem'd of any 
conſequence to put a ſtop to ſlaughter. In the 
midſt of mutual praiſes the devouring ſword 
went on. Brave fellow ſoldiers, ſaid one com- 
pany to another, why do countrymen thus fight 
againſt countrymen © Wonld it not be more ho- 
nourable for us to think of an agreement? Come 
over to our fide, and end the difference. Lou 
ſhall, anſwer'd the other, paſs over to us; for 
we will not yield,  *- I 
In the interim, their wives having brought 
them victuals and drink, they kindly let their 
enemies partake with them. This bread aud 
drink, ſaid they, will revive our fortitude, make 
our ſwords cut with a krener edge, and, of con- 
ſequence, give us an eaſter paſſage through ihe 
gates of death : Accept, then, this funeralnen- 
tertainment, to prepare the way. One hour they 
refreſh'd themſelves, and the next renew'd the 
combat. Ar length, as the ſun was beginn%s 
to riſe, the ſoldiers of the third legion (#80 
had been quarter'd in Syria, and more by c 
cident than choice followed the intereſt of / 4 
pafian) having, with a great ſhout, ſaluted it, 
according to cuſtom; Vitellus's men une | 
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his preſent dignity, as well as late diſgrace in- 
flicted upon him by his own ſoldiers, made 
Primus readily grant him a pacificat ion on the 
terms he deſired. Hereupon, the gates of 
Cremona being ſet open, and the two armies 
reconciled to one another, both of them join'd 
their ſwords together to fall upon the inhabi- 
tants of the place ; and, making a forcible en- 


try into the houſes, carried fire and blood every 


where. or 5 

As the ſoldiers of Vitellius were well ac- 
quainted not only with the ſtreets, but an ex- 
act deſcription of every particular perſon with- 
in that great, magnificent, and wealthy city ; 
it was they that committed the worſt violence, 
turning their arms againſt- thoſe whom they 
ſhould have defended ; and ſpoiling, wounding, 
and killing them like enemies. Fifty thouſand 
men (including the combat, as well as the ſack- 
ing of the city) were here and there put to the 
ſword. 3 a 

Vitellius was ſtrangely diſquieted at the ac- 
count of this diſaſter; and, to add to his pain 
(for a timorous mind makes every thing ſhoot 
up into a prodigy), whilſt he was talking to 
his guards on the ſolemn occaſion of a ſacrifice, 
a parcel of vultures darted down upon the vic- 
tim, and, tearing it to pieces, could hardly be 
kept back from Pifice upon himſelf, But when 


he underſtood that the enemy were within a 


day's journey of Rome, he was ſtruck with ſuch 
an aſtoniſhment, as overpower'd all the facul- 
ties of his ſoul. Like a ſhip left to drive in a 
tempeſt, he could ftick to no one meaſure ; 
every returning wave of fear that broke upon 
him, made him alter his ſentiments, and fly 
for refuge to a new expedient. © At one time 
he would ſeem reſolved to defend the poſſeſſion 
of the empire, and prepare for carrying on the 
war; at another ſhew an inclination to reſign 
the ſovereign power, and lead a ſolitary lite, 
One minute he would appear in all the pomp 
and majeſty of a prince; and the ſecond in 
the habit of a petitioner : In this mood, he en- 
der d into terms of agreement with Flavits Sa- 
binus, the brother of Veſpa/ſian. The articles 
were, Safety to his own perſon, and a voluntary 
re/eenation of the empire. And ſoon after the 
ſiguing of this contract, he publickly declared 
he would abdicate the ſupreme power, which he 
bad unwillingly taken upon him. But the ſol- 
Uicrs, as well as people, bidding him e of good 
courage, for they would ſtand by him with their 


f the Hexons. 
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lives and fortunes; ſo intoxicated the pot 


thing, that, breaking his word and faith given 


to Sabinus, he treacherouſly marched againſt 
him with his guards, and compelling him, to- 


gether with all his friends, to fly to the * 
Bo- 


tol, ſer fire to it, and deſtroy'd them all, 


mitian (the younger ſon of 0 000 only ex- 
the prieſt 


cepted, who was ſaved by the care o 
of Fupiter*s temple. 

He no ſooner ſaw the capitol in a flame, than 
in a fit of penitence he aſſembled the people, 


0 


and laying the blame of that raſh action upon 


others, gave it them upon oath, that nothing 
was more at his heart than the publick peace. 
Then unbuckling the ſword from his fide, he 
firſt offer'd it to the conſul, next to the magi- 
ſtrates, and at laſt to the ſenators; but all of 
them refuſing it, was the reaſon, he ſaid, he 


would go and depojite it within the temple of con- 


cord, Hereupon, the people making an accla- 
mation that he himſelf was concord, he came 
back again, and, putting on his ſword, told 
'em he would, for the future, retain the ſirname 
of concord. 
Whilſt Veſpaſian and his ſon Titus were con- 
certing the neceſſary meaſures that might ena- 


ble the one to begin the ſiege of Feruſalem, 


and the other to make an expedition into Jraly, 
the affairs of the Fews had proceeded to ſuch 
a degree of inflamation, as the ſword could 
only cure. Eleazar who had once been at the 


head of the zealots in Jeruſalem, taking it 


mortally ill that Fohn of Gi/cala had diſpoſ- 
ſeſs'd him of his poſt, and render'd him inſigni- 
ficant among the people; laid now all his 
thoughts upon the anvil, in order to form a 
third faction within the city. To this purpoſe, 
joining in a confederacy with ſome of the zea- 
lots, he poſſeſs' d himſelf of the inner part of 
the temple, leaving the outer part of it to 
John and his followers. However, Eleazar 
gave free ingreſs to all who came to offer ſa- 
crifices, in regard from thence he and his men 
drew their principal ſubſiſtence, | 

Eleazar, whoſe party was the weakeſt in 
number, and bulwark conſiſted in the ſtrength 


of the place, whither they had retired them- 


ſelves, kept all his ambition within the pre- 
cin&s of defence. But John, who was a tel- 
low of a furious and reſtleſs ſpirit, and inſa- 
tiable enterprize, took care to let him but ſel- 
dom eat the bread of idleneſs; and by this 
manner of conteſt there never paſs'd a day 
wherein the temple did not overflow with 
blood. On the other hand, Simon, whoſe power 
extended over the greater part of the city, at- 
tack'd John with the greater fierceneſs, be- 
cauſe he ſaw him expos'd to the watchful ef- 
forts of Eleazar. | 

In rhe mean time, John enjoyed the ſame 


advantage over Simon that Eleazar had over 


Fohn, by reaſon the temple put a bridle upon 
the city in the ſame manner that the inner part 


of it commanded the outer court. And thus 


were theſe three factions always at work in ru- 
ining one another. Eleazar's force amounted 
to no more than two thouſand four hundred 
men; John had fix thouſand, and Simon fifteen 
thouſand : Simon lived at large, being — 
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table condition of a 


them, who 


* ” 


of the city ; John had no way to ſuſtain him- 

ſelf but by violent irruptions upon the people. 

As to Eleazar, his fare run cheap and eaſy e- 

nough ; the voluntary oblations of the. Fews 

being a daily fund that afforded an ample ſatiſ- 
ion to all his demands. SE 


Sometimes it happen'd that Fohn was redu- 


— 


ced to the neceſſity to fight at once againit Si- 


mon and Eleazar; he then us'd to divide his 


troops to make head againſt both. When he 


had only Simon upon his hands, his cuſtom was 
to have no point at heart but miſchief and fo- 


raging, and to burn what he could not c ry 


; Simon, on the other fide, to deprive Fobn 
of the means of ſubſiſtence, ſet fire to all the 
granaries. And thus impiouſly conſuming all 
forts of proviſions, theſe brutes ſeemed to have 
had no other intention than to overwhelm the 
city. with famine and defolation. In the midſt 
of. theſe enemies, 2 was in the lamen- 

ble condition of a ſheep faſten'd upon by the 
teeth of wolves, who will not let go their hold 


* 


till they have devoured the preè. 
At this time the Scythians having privately 


croſs d the Iſt her, and, by an unexpected and 


tapid march, carried fire and ſword over all the 
Roman teritories that lay near them, killing 


all the Romans that fell in their way, together 
with Fonteius Agrippa, the proconſul of 4%, 
who had gallantly attempted to ſtop their pro- 
greſs; a ſent Rubrius Gallus againſt 
| oon coming up with them, and gi- 
ving them battle, overthrew them with a very. 
reat ſlaughter, and ſo put an end to the war. 
2 next fortified all the frontier places, and 
reinforced them with ſtrong garriſons, in order 
to ſtrike a terror into the barbarous nations, 
and let them ſee that a ſecond eruption would 
be impraticable. "Thoſe firſt ſtirrings of the 
northern hive are the more to be noticed, in re- 
gard they at laſt arriv'd to ſuch a power, as 
enabled them to over-turn the whole Roman 


empire. | 


peace. But Cerealis would not ſo much as al- 
low them an audience. They therefore went 
and made an application to Primus, who, in- 
deed, heard what they had to ſay, which was 
the only favour they could obtain of him, an- 
ſwering all their demands with a ſpeedy 
march. P 
After ſeveral little sxirmiſhes attended with 
various ſucceſs, Vitellius's men, who had for 
ſome time ſtoutly defended the bridge, took to 
tlieir heels, and were purſued. into the city 
with a terrible laughter. The tyrant Vitellius 
himſelf, and his profligate troops, could not 
have acted with greater inhumanity and vio- 


FK e ö 4 J. 
lence, than was now committed by Veſpafian's 
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troops at Rome; blood, murder, and pillage, 
raged after fuch an uncommon manner, that, itt 


a few days, fifty thouſand perſons were put 


* 


ro LE 2 4 oe 
._ Whilſt the city was thus infeſted with a 
gang of thieves and cut-throats, and many of 


the vanquiſh'd had no other way to ſave them 


ſelves but by mixing with the conquerors, and 


killing and plundering as they did; Vitellius 


had in a fright retired into a ground-room of 


the palace, where they ufed to keep dogs: 


And being from thence dragg*d out by ſome of 
Veſpaſſan's men, who knew him not, and there- 
fore/ask*d who he was, and where Vitellius had 
conceal'd himſelf ; he eluded their queſtion by 


a lie. But this would not ſerve his turn; he 


was immediately diſcovered by others, and, in 


the wretched pickle wherein his companions, 


the dogs, ad left him (for the dogs .had not 
only tore al 


and, half naked, expoſed to publick view, 
He earneſtly begg*d he might be 5 
to live, if it was but in priſon, till Ve/paſfan 


ſhould arrive; becauſe he had ſomething to 


diſcloſe to him, that particularly regarded his 


welfare: But his petition meeting with nothing 


but contempt, they tied his hands behind his 


back, and caſting a rope about his neck, led 


him, with all poſſible ignominy, through thoſe 
places which he had but the day before paſſed 


wich guards and a magnificent feine . 
they hurried him along, the mob, as well as 
m. 


the ſoldiers, purſued him. with rhe utmoſt in- 
ſulr, obloquy, and inidignities. Some of them 


threw dung and filth at him, whilſt others 


ſhook him by the beard, and all reproached 


him with his ſhameleſs gluttony and intempe - 


rance. _ | 

As this extraordinary reverſe. of affaits diſ- 
poſed Vitellius to hang down his head, that the 
multitude might ok eh a full look at him in 
his preſent - diſgrace ; the ſoldiers, who were 


ſpirired up by the rabble, directing the points 
of their ſwords under his chin, obliged. him, 
for the remainder of the way, to keep his hend 


upright. A German ſoldier, rouch*d with com- 
paſſion at the cruel treatment they gave him, 
came up to him, and ſaying, I Ill, Sir, do yon 
all the ſervice that lies 225 my- power, drew 
out his word, and wounded him, then, with 


another thruſt, diſpatched himſelf, But in re- 


gard the ſoldier's blow proceeded from too 
tender a hand to have the effect defignetl, J- 
tellius lived long enough to feel all the torture 
and ſeverity of a protracted death n.. 

Being, at length, brought to the common 
place of execution, they laſh'd him With ſmall, 
bur innumerable ſttipes, till he expir'd ; then 
faſtening a hook in his body, they dragg'd him 


along the ſtreets, and afterwards threw him in- 


to the Tiber. He had liv'd fifty- our years 
compleat, and reign'd one year all but ten 
days. His brotber was with ſome forces com- 
ing to aſſiſt him, but as ſoon as he heard of hö 
death, he articled with the adverſe party to 


lay down his arms, on condition that they pa- 


red his life, and young Vremus's. This tbe/ 
| grantes⸗ 


3 


1 


5 2 all his clothes, but bit him in a mi- 
ſerable manner), carried out into the ſtreet, 
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granted, though they ſoon after retraQed their 
word, and put them both to death, © 

He was a man, who, in all inſtances of life, 
ſhewed himſelf an utter ſtranger to virtue, ex- 
cept in the caſe of gratitude: Thoſe who had, 
in his low circumſtances, made him preſents of 
money or truſted him with a ſum, and did not 
crave it again, or any other way gratified him; 


were, on his acceſſion, reſpected, honour'd, 


and oblig'd by all the methods he could think 
of: Which was a great wonder, conſidering the 
other deſpicable qualities of the man; it being 


a very common thing to ſee thoſe, who come 


to an unexpected riſeꝭ induſtriouſly flight and 
avoid their former friends and acquaintance. 
They do not reflect, that this ſcandalous be- 
haviour ſinks them down to a level with the 
ſavage brute, which only minds a preſent ap- 
petite, neither regarding what is paſt, nor what 
may happen to come. For as to tame animals, 
eſpecially dogs, their gratitude appears in ſuch 
an illuſtrious manner, as may at once ſerve for 
an example and reproof to moſt men. Ingra- 
titude is ſuch a low and cowardly vice, as, one 
would think, no body could be guilty of. Tak- 
ing its origine from want of ſpirit, which will 
not ſuffer it to acknowledge an obligation, it 
has recourſe to pride, the meaneſt of all the 
paſſions ; for that portion of reſpect and eſteem 
which it thinks it could never meet with from 


any perſon, who had formerly been an acquain- 


tance, a friend, or a benefactor, | 


Veſpaſian, A. D. 73. vulg. Aira 70. 
- Vitellius being thus taken away, the day fol- 
lowing Licinins Mucianus (on whom Veſpaſian 


had devolved the care of the war in Italy) 


enter'd Rome; and putting an immediate ſtop 
to the ravages of the ſoldiers, made the ſenate 
aſſemble, who, with great joy, declar'd Veſpa- 
fan emperor, and his two ſons, Titus and Do- 
mitian, Ceſars; Veſpaſſan and Titus were, al- 
ſo, created conſuls, notwitſtanding that they 
were both in Agypt, which was an extraordi- 
nary favour. At the ſame time, they renewed 
the Lex Regia, or royal law, whereby they in- 
veſted him with as tull and abſolute power as 
any of the emperors had before enjoy c. 

There is a fragment - of this inglorious law 
ſtill extant, and it runs in this manner: © Let it 
be lawful for the emperor, Cæſar Veſpaſian Au- 
guſſus to enter into treaties with whom he plea- 
* ſes in the ſame manner as was competent and of 
* right pertained to Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius 
Fulius Cæſar Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius 
© Ceſar Auguſtus Germanicus, Ec. as alſo to call 
the ſenate, preſide in it, and diſmiſs them; and 
make decrees of the ſenate, by reporting and ſe= 
*Paration, as was the privilege ot Divas Auguſ= 
1, Tiberius Fulius Cæſar Auguſtus, Tiberius 
Caudius Cæſar Aguſtus Germanicus. Further- 
"more, when by his pleaſure, power, command, 
r warrant, or perſonal appearance, the ſenate 
„all be called together, the reſolutions and de- 
. crees of the ſaid meeting ſhall be as effectually 
: binding, as if the ſenate had held their confe- 
ence according to due form of law. Moreover, 
the 7 candidates whom he may.recommend'to 


3 and people of Rome, for any office, 
J 


e . magiſtracy, power, or command, as alſo 
: 
u 


ch to whom he has given or promiſed his ſuf- 
frage, be regarded by the people at an election 
© beyond the uſual form. He may, likewiſe en- 
large the Pomærium (or void ſpace of the town), 
if he ſees it expedient for the republick, as was 
© permitted to Tiberius Claudius Ceſar Germa- 
* nicts. Beſides, it ſhall be lawful for him to 
© tranſact or do all and ſingular ſuch things as 
© ſhall in his opinion ſeem to be of advantage to 
© the commonwealth, or conſonant to the ſtate 
* and majeſty of affairs, whether divine or hu- 
© man, publick or private; as was the right and 
© authority of Divas Auguſtus, Tiberius Julius 
© Ceſar Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius Cæſar 
© Auguſtus Germanicus, Moreover, from what 
„laws, acts, and decrees ſoever, it was appoint- 
© ed and enacted that Divus Auguſius, Tiberius 
. 8 Ceſar Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius 
Cæſar AuguftusGermanicus, ſnould be exempt- 
©ed and free; from the ſame, let the emperor 
© Cz/ar Veſpaſian be loos'd and free. Moreover, 
© what thing ſoever, by what law or demand ſo- 
© ever, Divas Auguſtus, Tiberius Fulius Ceſar 
© Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius Ceſar Augnſ- 
* tus Germanicas, had a right and authority to 
© do; the ſame power in every thing is hereby 
* granted to the emperor Cæſar Veſpaſian Au- 
© guſtus, Finally, what things ſoever have, before 
© the paſling of this law, been acted, expeded 
done or commanded, by the emperor Czfar 
* Veſpaſhan Auguſtus, or by any other perſon au- 
* thorized and empowered by him, we will and 
© ordain that they ſhall have the {ame force, effect, 
* and validity, as if they had been commanded 
* and decreed by the ſenate and people. 


Tio $4ANCTION.- © 
© Tf any perſon, in conſequence of this law, 


© hath committed, or ſhall commit any thing, a- 


* gainſt the laws, prayers of the people, decrees 
© of the ſenate, or ſentences of the people; or 
© ſhall omit to do what he ought to have done 


© 1n conformity to any law, prayer, act of the 


* people, or decree of the ſenate, and that by 
© virtue of this preſent law, no manner of detri- 
* ment ſhall thereby accrue to him. And as we 
© wil not have him fall under any obligation to 

© the people in caſes of this nature; let no one 
© dare commence an action againſt him, nor let 
© any one pretend to judge him, or ſo much as 
© ſuffer the matter to come in diſpute before him.“ 


Flavius Veſpaſian had a Publican to his fa- 
ther, but who was a man of great honour and 
integrity, otherwiſe thoſe cities of Aa, whi- 


ther he had been ſent to colle& tribute, would 


not have ſet up effigies for him with this inſcrip- 
tion: To the honeft Publican. I take notice of the 
obſcurity of hisfamily, with no deſign but to add 
to the worth and merit of Veſpaſſan; fot to raiſe 
himſelf by his own virtue, and be the founder 
of an imperial houſe, gave him, in the eye of all 
judicious men, a more valuable and illuſtrious 
diſtinction than if he had lineally been deſcend- 
ed of an hundred and ninety kings. 
Having gone through all the poſts of ho- 
nour and dignity in the city, and given many 
proofs of his valour and military conduct in 

11M ' Thrace, 
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966. Te Lives of the HznoDs 
| T brace, Germany, and Britain, he afterwards: 
was exalted to the command of Africk, which. 
province he govern'd with much reputation and. 
juſtice. In this high poſt, he had taken fo lit- 
tle care to enrich himſelf, chat, on his return 
to Rome, neceſſity obliged him to morgage all 
his eſtates to his brother, and thinking of nd= 
ing his fortune by driving a trade in cattle. 
And as he principally dealt in mules, that good- 
natur'd part of the world, who cannot help. 
ſneering at a misfortune, or low circumſtances, 
_ were pleas'd to diſtinguiſh kim by the name of. 
Mulio, or a keeper of mules. Veſpa/ian. well 
knew that reſpect was never paid to any thi 
bur fine clothes, equipage, or other outwar 
diſtinctions; and therefore he would refuſe no 
honeſt employment that might enable him to 
ſupport a figure. . 
Being, by this means, qualified to ſhine in 
the court of Nero, he attended the monarch to 
Greece; but there not playing the flatterer 
with art enough, he ſoon fell under the ſpite 
and averſion of Nero to ſuch a degree, thar he 
had no way to preſerve bis own lite, bur by to Fudge Iream 
1 hiding himſelf, But providenee, which over- to be regarded, but, really, moſt other preſa- 
= rules the fate of all things, bringing him, in a ges ſtand upon no bottom, but whim and con- 
3 ſhort time after, out of his concealment,” pre- jecture. | 5 5 
1 ſerr'd him to the ſupreme direction ot the war Theſe things, added to the propheſy of Je- 
in Fudæa. . F ſephus, the hiſtorian, and the declaration of 
hilſt Nero and Galba lir'd, he entertain'd ſome FJewiſb prieſts, who pretended to aſſure 
no thought of effecting the empire; but, du- him from heaven that how great ſoever his 
ring the conteſt between Oths and Vitellius, he hope was, it ſhould infallibly come to paſs; 
flatter d himſelf he certainly ſhould one day made him, at laſt, give into the meaſures of 
ariſe to the ſoyereign authority. And he was his friends, who had, for upwards of a year, 
R confim'd in this opinion, by the been ſoliciting him to make a puſh for the em- 
ollowing preſages: His mother, Veſpaſia, hav- pire. As he was a man of deep thought, and 
ing been the parent of three children, at each excellent conduct, he took precaution got to 
of her labours a ſtately oak, which ſtood near ſplit his veſſel upon a raſh attempt; nor would 
the houſe, put out a new branch: The firſt 
ſhoot was ſmall, and ſoon wither d; according- 
ly, the daughter, then born, did not live to be 
a year old. The ſecond branch appear d ſtrong 
=z and flouriſhing ; this ſeem'd to ſignify the fu- 
= ture proſperity of Sabinus, the elder brother, 
. who afterwards came to be governor of Rome. 
But the third branch, which firuck out at the 
birth of Veſpalian, reſembled a tree. Here- 
upon, ſome wiſeacres immediazely prognoſti- 
cared, that Ceſpaſian would live to be promo- 
ted to the empire. Nor, as it happened, were 
ey out in their gueſs. | 
As he once was at dinner, a ſtrange dog 
brought in his mouth the hand of a man, and 
laid it down upon the table before him. At 
another time, being at ſupper, a labouripg ox, 
breaking looſe from the plough, run furiouſly 
into the room, and, chafing all his ſervants a- 
ef made up to Ve/paſian, and, in an humble 
poſture, laid its head upon his kneg. A. cy- 
preſs tree, which grew upon his paternal eſtatg, 
being, without any viſible: cs luck d up 
by the root, and thrown upon the ground ; 
was, next morning, ſeen ſtanding upright upon 
its old foundation, and in à more lively and 
firm manner than they had obſerved before. 
When Veſpaſian was ædile, and, of conſequence, 


as an omen that Feſpa/en would in xime com- 
ing cleanſe Rome from the filth that oppreſs'd 
it. A little while after 1 298525 had been 
ſent into Judæa, the ſtatute of Fulius turned 
of it ſelt towards the eaſt. An hour or two 
before the battle of Bebriacum, which ruined 
the cauſe of Ot ho, and declared in favour. of 
Vitellius; two eagles in the ſight of both ar- 
mies, had a PUP engagement, and one of em 
no ſooner fled, than a third eagle, which came 
from the eaſt, fell upon the conqueror, and 
drove him away, What ſhall I ſay? Since a 
| {mall matter is able to ”_ a man, it is but 
reaſonable that a trifle ſhould give him hope. 
Having, during the melancholy time that he 
was forced to conceal himſelf in Greece, dreamt 
he ſhould come to good luck, when Nero hap- 
pened to loſe a tooth; he, the day following, 
met with Nero's phyſician, who ſhewed him a 
tooth of the monarch, newly drawn. And this 
accident but a few days preceded the date of 
his commiſſion, which empowered him to go in- 


from FVologeſes, king of Parthia, of being ſup- 
plicd with forty thouſand men, in caſe of 

Affairs heing thus ſteddily regulated, and all 
proper diſpolitions made that might facilitate 
the enterprize z he went himſelf to Alexandria, 


iſſue. On his arrival at Alexandria, curiofity 
led him (according to the ſuperſtition of Ks 
times) to try his fortune at the temple of Sera- 
pis. Such who were to have good luck, had 
uſually ſome little preſents made them by an 
unknown hand. Going, therefore, to this tem- 
le, permitting nobody to enter with him, and 
focking the doors after him; he had no ſooner 
mutter d over his im ertinent addreſſes, than 
he fancied he ſaw Baſilides, his freed man (who 
was then in another country, and, alſo, ſo 
weak that he could ſcarce go), come behind 
him, and Freche him with bread, fiſh, and a 
quantity of yervain, However that might be, 
he ſoon after had an account brought him of 
the ſucceſs of his troops at Cremona, the 
of Vitellius, and his own 
empire. 


1 
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bejans, one of whom was blind, and the ora 


eras riſing into a pa 


Veſaafiar's robe. Which act, was interpreted 


to 7udæa. A dream of this nature deſerves 


he begin it, till he had firſt got an aſſutance 


where he determined to reſide, and expect the 


d ath 4 
confirmation in the j 
Whilſt he continued at Mexardria, rope | | 
a 


had the care of keeping the ſtreets glean ; Ca- had loſt the uſe of one of his legs, gave iu 2 
Tron at the hight of ſome petition to pic in the following wards : . 
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been revealed to us, that if we made an applica- | 


tion to you, we (ould find an immediate cure. 
For it would come to paſs, that the blind man. 
fuld recover his eye-/ight, if you anointed his 
eyes with your ſpittle, and the lame man regain 


the uſe of his leg, if you only touc h'd it with 


your. heel. Veſpaſian, who thought it a great 
preſumption to make ſuch an experiment, and, 
alſo, had heavy doubts within himſelf that the 
event would not anſwer the poor men's expec- 
tations, could hardly be brought to comply 
with their requeſt But being at laſt prevail'd 
upon by the importunities of his friends, he 
put the matter to a publick trial, and ſucceed- 
ed, according to the dtreemmn. 

The horrid prodigality of former emperors 
having reduc'd Y/pa/zan to the neceſſity of im- 
poſing - many grevious taxes upon the people, 
he often us d to ſay, he was ſorry for it, but 
could not help it, in regard the empire could not 
elſe be re=eftabliſhed, and preſonved upon a firm 
and laſting bottom. The Alexandrians, who 


firſt felt the ſevere effects of this way of ma- 


nagement, openly ſhew'd their reſentment, by 

all manner of opprobrious words. It was their 
opinion, they deſer vd nothing at his hands but 
royal treatment and rewards, for being ſo for- 
ward in proclaiming and faluting him emperor. 
But now finding themſelves not only diſap- 
pointed in that particular, but loaded with in- 
numeral kinds of tribute, they refolved with 
themſelves, by a-general conſent, that injured 
. had an indiſputable right to complain. 


hey loud ly ſaid, he was covetous, and under- 


ſtood not the art of government, and ſeveral o- 
ther reflections of the like injurious nature, 
which V paſian was too brave a man to reſent, 
being never -known to do any thing byt ſmile 


at perſonal affronts. 8 

In the mean time, Muciaus and Domiti an 
govern'd matters with a high hand at Rome, 
acting and ordering as they pleas'd, without 
giving themſelves the trouble to wait for 7e/- 
pafian's conſent. Indeed they were ſo gracious 
as to let all writs,” grants, and: decrecs run in 
his name, ſetting, alſo, the impertal ſeal to 
them, which they pur in their own hands ; but 
with relation ta all other reſpeCts, they ſeem'd 
to be emperors themſelves. Gratitude would 
not let Veſpaſian drop the leaſt teſtimony of 
diſpleaſure in his letters to Muciauus, who had 
been ſo inſtrumental in his advancement to the 
throne. And as to Domitian, he only ſent him 
theſe words: I thank: you, my. ſou, for permit. 
ting me to retain the title of emperor, and ſball 
think my ſelf obliged to you, if you will hut con. 
liuue the fu. 1 01 

Domitian, in his father's abſence, gave the 
ſenate a taſte of thoſe innumerable advantages 
which might ariſe from the unlimited power 
they had, by virtue of their Lex Regia, be- 
ſlowed upon Veſpaſian and his miniſters. He 
not only raviſh'd ſeveral of their wives and 
daughters, but publickly married Domitia Lon- 
gina whom he had by force carried off from 
Alius Lamia, her husband. He, likewiſe, in 
an arbitrary manner, diſpoſed of all the poſts 
and offices of the city; beſides; he left no 
means untry'd, that could, in his apprehenſion, 


- 


\ 


contribute to diſpoſſeſs his father, and promote 
himſelt to the throne. Large promiſſes, whee= 
dle, diſſimulation, and cunning, were the arms 
he made uſe of to bring about his purpoſe; 
but finding the general officers ſet up a laugh 


at him, by way of ridicule upon his youth and 


inexperience, and, alſo, dreading that Cerealis, 
whom he had writ to upon the ſame traiterous 
ſubject, had let the emperor into the know= 
ledge of his practices; he immediately re- 
nounced all thoughts of buſineſs, and putting 
the whole adminiitraticn into the hands of Mus 
cianus, retired into the country.. _ | 
Domitian now begun to think his diſſolute 
and impious conduct had not only loſt him the 
friendſhip and eſteem of his father and brother, 
but might draw upon him a juſtly-deſerv*d pu- 
niſhment; he therefore applied himſelf to ſuch 
low and wild recreations, as would, he hoped, 
incline the world to believe he had not a head 
turned for plotting. His favourite diverſion 
was, making war upon the flies. He ſome- 
times. would purſue them with a dagger, and, 
at other times, ſteal ſoftly upon them, killin 
them, either with his hand, or a bodkin. By 


this means, he contracted ſuch a habit of ſpite 


againſt the poor flies, as ſtuck by him to the 


very laſt day of his ignominous life. When 


he afterwards came to be emperor, he ſtill fol- 
lowed the ſport, though decency obliged bim 
then to ſpring no game, but what he could 
meet with in his own cloſet, or ſome other pri- 
vate place; which made Vibius Criſpus not im- 
pertinently ſay, to a man of quality, who ask- 
ed him who was within with the emperor ; that 
uot ſo much as a fiy was with him. 

Mucianus, who now had the ſole direct ion 
of affairs at Rome, made it his principal aim to 
fill the emperor's coffers. There was no one 
thing, that could bear a tribute, ſuffered to go 
free ; all matters and perſons, ſacred as well as 
civil, had impoſts laid upon them, not except- 
ing even the beggar, and the temples them- 


ſelves. Such taxes as had been aboliſk'd on 
account of their rigour, were carefully reviv'd, 


and others, that continued in force, conſidera- 
bly augmented. By this grinding means, Mu- 
cianus at once enrich'd the exchequer, and put 
to his on ſcore a great part of the odium, 
which muſt otherwiſe have fallen upou Ye/pa- 


an himſelf, It was his conſtant expreſſion, 


that money alone was the nerve of. a government; 
nor did he fail, in any letter forwarded to V- 
paſian, to-preſs him to mind the main chance. 
But; herein he might have ſpared himſelf the 


trouble, by reaſon Y:/pa/zan needed no monitor 


upon ſuch a ſubject. | 
The Germans taking advantage of the late 


civil war between Vitellius and Veſpaſian, broke 


out into a rebellion, under the conduct of 
Claudius Civilis, a noble Batavian. This Clau- 
dias had formerly been ſent in chains to Nero, 


and afterwards releaſed by Galba ; but coming 


to underſtand: that Vitellius's army had laid a 
plot to ſeize and put him to death; he gave 
himſelf no veſt, till he had engaged his country 
men, as well as others, to take up arms againſt 


the Romans. Being thus reinforced, he made 
-gteat havock among all the Roman garriſons, 


and 
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and 
Aguilus, captain of the van-guard, and Mum- 


troops that fell in his way, overthrowing 


mins Lupercus, the lieutenant. Vitellius ſent 
Herennius Gallus to make head againſt him; 


but Civilis, who now pretended to act as Veſ- 
paſian's lieutenant, and by that fraudulent 


means gave a conſiderable addition to his own 
power, ſoon reduced him to fuch a ſtate, as 


render'd all his meaſures ineffeEtual. After 


this, Vocula being ſent to ſucceed Hordonius, 


who commanded there in chief, Gvilis gave 


him battle, and put his army to flight. Gvilis, 
animated with this ſucceſs, engag' d him a ſe- 
cond time, but then Vocula had the better of 
the ĩ· brag 33977; 5 VVV 
Thus matters ſtood, when the report of /- 
tellius's death ſpread the ſpirit of revolt over 
all Gallia, as well as Germany, Civilis think- 
ing he no longer wanted any maſque to diſ- 
guiſe his actions, openly declar'd himſelf an e- 
nemy to Veſpaſian, and all the Romans. Great 
number ot Pitellius's ſoldiers, who ſaid they 
would rat her he ſlaues to a foreign pcwer, than 


ſubmit to Veſpaſian; came in, and offter'd their 


ſervice to C:v1/;s. By this means, Civilis had 
the better of the Romans in many skirmiſhes, 


killing ſeveral of their generals and cutting 


ol 


off a multitude of men. D. 7.84 
When this diſtracted ſtate of affairs canſe to 
be laid before the ſenate of Rome, they ſeem' d 
to deſpair of recovering either Gallia or Ger- 
many; but three generals, viz. Mucianus, Do- 
mitian, and Cerealis, being inſtantly nominated 
to carry on the war, and ſix legions ordered 
forthwith to march under the command of Ce- 


realis; the news of this impending tempeſt no 


ſooner arriv'd in Gallia, than the greater part 
of the country thought it more adviſeable to 
give a voluntary ſubmiſſion, than wait the un- 
certain deciſion of a long and tedious war. 


And the remainder that ſtood out were quickly 


reduc'd, by force of arms, E 
Julius Sabinus, a principal man among the 
rebels, pretending a lineal deſcent from Julius 


Cæſar, and thereby getting not only his own 


countrymen, the Lingones (or inhabitants of 


Lang rex, in France), but the Treviri (or citi- 
zens of Triers 1n Germany), 'and many others, 
to join him; aſſumed the title of Cz/ar, and, 
marching againſt the Seguani (whoſe territories 
now go by the name of Burgundy), routed 
them, and made himſelf maſter of their coun- 
try. | | n | 
F "On Cerealis's arrival in Gallia, he immedi- 
ately march'd againſt Julius Sabinus, and put- 


ting the merit of the cauſe to the ſentence. of 


a battle, gave him a final overthrow. Here- 
upon, Fulins, ſeeing no way to better his la- 
mentable circumſtances, retir'd with his wife 
into a remote part of the country, and there 
taking up his habitation in a ſepulchre under 
ground, liv'd undiſcover'd for the ſpace of nine 
years: And during this comfortleſs courſe of 
life, his ſpouſe was brought to bed of two fine 


boys. All his friends, relations, and acquain- 


rance, as well as the Romans, concluded, that 


he had been kill'd in the field of battle; but 
being at length found out, he was, by the Ro- 1 
nan ggvernor of Gallia, condemned to loſe his that felt the weight of his little finger, he lal 


head. None but a coward could have given 
ſuch a ſentence againſt a man who had great ly 


ſtruggled with all ſorts of miſery for ſo long a 
time. Fulius muſt have been a hero of that 


ſtrength of ſpirir, as was not once in two hun- 
dred years to be met with among the Romans, 
in being their ſhameleſs, but ordinary method, 
to diſpatch themſelves at the ſight of the leaſt 
misfortune; % Ros 1 Robes, 

Cerealis next led his forces againſt Claudius 
Civilis, and coming up with him at a bridge 
upon the Moſella, a river in Gallia Belgica, he 
immediately, with more fire than conduct, gave 
him battle. Hereupon, Civilis, who was a man 
that would not let ſlip a favourable opportu- 
nity, acted the military part ſo, that he not 
only put the Roman foot into the utmoſt con- 
fuſion and diſorder, but drove their cavalry 
quite out of the field, and, alſo, made himſelf 
maſter of the bridge. Upon this, Cereals, 
whoſe imprudent and haſty management had 
been the cauſe of the defeat, rallied his men, 
and exhorting them to retrieve, with their cou- 
rage, what had been loſt by his own over-ſight, 


brought them a ſecond” time, to engage the 


enemy. Civilis's ſoldiers being, by this time 
more intent upon plunder, than careful- to ſe- 
cure their late victory, gave the Romans ſuch 
an advantage, as was ſoon follow'd with an en« 
tire defeat of their enemies _ 
Aͤtter this, Gvilis lay by for ſome time, till 
he had gathered an army ſtrong enough to cut 
out work tor the Romans, He then renewed 


the war with frequent and doubtful skirmiſhes, 


neither party having any reaſon to boaſt of the 


ſucceſs of the day. At length, both ſides be- 


ing heartily tired with the difficulties of the 
war, an accommodation enſued, by which G- 


wilis and all his adherents were admitted into 


honourable articles of peace. Domitian and 
Mucianus, who had likewife undertaken the 
proſecution of this war, having ſer out towards 
Gallia, and getting an account, before they 


reached the Alps, of the ſucceſsful iſſue of the 


firſt battle that Cerealis had fought againſt 
Claudins ; Mucianus then told Domitian, that 
Cerealis's happy condult had no farther need of 
their aſfftance ; and therefore, continu'd he, my 
advice is, that we inſtantly return to Rome. 
Bur Domitian, who had an impious deſign oc- 
cupying his head, made anſwer, he would not 
go back till he had ſeen Gallia. Hereupon, 


| Maucianus, out of complaiſance, attended him 


to Lyons. At this place it was that the young 
traitor ſent a private meſſage to Cerealis, pray- 
ing him to deliver up the army into his hands, 
to the end he might ſeize upon the empire. 
But in regard Cerealis treated his requeſt with 
the utmoſt indignity and contempt; Domitias 
immediately returned to Rome, and ſoon after, 
out of fear, retired into the country, where he 


paſs' d away the time in the chace of flies, 4 


has been above related. TELLS 
- Whilſt theſe things were a doing, Ve/p4/" 
was employing himſelf in emptying the poc- 


kets of the Agyptians. He, no more than his 


miniſter Mucianus at Rome, ſpared any thing 


that was capable of a tax. Among other things | 


an 
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an exciſe upon urine, which very much diſo- 
blig'd the people. But Ye/pafan, whom Au- 
cianus, his miniſter, ſtirr'd up, gave as little 
notice to their complaints, as he did to the re- 
monſtrances of his excellent ſon Titus, who 
continu'd with him all the while that he ftay'd 
ar Mexandria,and ftrenuouſly ſolicited the caſe 
of the people. ire WM 
Titus never ceas d importuning him to miti- 
gate the taxes; but YVeſpaſian, who had taken 
a notion that nothing under ſuch a ſum would 
be able to preſerve the ſtate from ſinking, and 
therefore endeavour'd to make it, could not 
be brought to hearken to his counſel, Titus 
boldly told him, one day, that his exciſe upon 
urine was an infamous and diſbonourable tax. 
Hereupon, Veſpaſian, whoſe cuſtom it was to 
fly to raillery whenever a caſe occurr'd that 
would not bear a regular juſtification, took 
ſome, pieces of gold out of his pocket, and, 
holding them to Titis's noſe, ask d, if the ſmell 
effended him. No, anſwer d Titus: And yet, 
for all that, ſaid the emperor, this very money 
ſprung out of the exciſe upon urine. 

Some ambaſſadors coming hither to wait on 
him, and informing him that their ſtate had 
made a decree to ere& a magnificent ſtatue for 
him, which would amount to a very conſider- 
able ſum; he inſtantly commanded them to ſet 
down the ſtatue: And, ſhewing his right hand, 
Here, ſaid he, is a ready baſis. And, accor- 
dingly, they gave him bills for the ſum of two 
hundred and fifty thouſand drams. As he was 
once upon the road, finding his litter ſtopped 
of a ſudden by the muleteer, under a pretence 
of ſhooing the mules, and ſuſpecting this was 
done to give a certain candidate an opportu- 
tunity to beg a favour of him ; he afterwards 
ask*d the muleteer how much money he had 
got by ſhooing the mules; and, alſo, by way 
of jeſt, made the muleteer promiſe to ſhare the 
profits with him. One of his miniſters of ſtate 
having, with a more than ordinary diligence, 
ſollicited him to beſtow an office upon a cer- 
tain perſon, who, he pretended, was his own 


brother; Veſpaſian, who was too quick-lighted - 


to let any trick meet with ſucceſs, told him he 
would conſid er, what was proper to be done 
And, in the mean time, calling the candidate 
aſide, and obliging him to pay down the mo- 
ney, that he had agreed to give his miniſter in 
the caſe he procurred him ſuch a favour ; he 
then gave him the poſt. Now ſaid Veſpaſian to 
his miniſter, who immediately after importun'd 
him upon the old ſcore, you may go ſeek ano- 
ther brother, for this man, whom you took to be 
Jours, is my own. : | 
After the death of his wife Flavia Domitilla 
who was but a freed woman, when he married 
her, though he ſoon afrer made her a citizen 
of Rome), he took Cænis, the freed woman of 
Antonia, the mother of the emperor Claudius, 
home to his houſe, and ever after kept her as 
it the had been his wife. She had formerly 
en his miſtreſs, and done him great ſervices 
it court, but now ſhe ated, in all caſes, like 
s firſt miniſter; there was no one thing that 
did not make money of: All poſts, offices, 
Pfecaments, and favours, of what kind ſoe- 
J. "OE 
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ver, were obliged to pay certain rates to her, 
before they could be expeded, In ſhort, ſhe; 
alone, While ſhe lived, was the key that could 
give acceſs to the court of Veſpaſſan. And, 1 
am apt to think, it was her greedy and rapa- 
cious way of managing affairs, that firſt brought 
Veſpaſian under the odious character of being 
covetous. He had ſuch a love tor her, that he 
never contradicted her in any thing; and ſhe; 
in return, ſqueezed all mankind to ehrich him. 
Howeyer, this is ſaid in her commendation; 
that ſhe never took a fee to condemn an intio- 
cent perſon; but, at the ſame time, which was 
an unpardonable crime, ſhe has often received 
a bribe to abſolve the guilty. 44 
When Cænis lived with her miſtreſs Antonia; 
ſhe was highly celebrated for her fidelity, as 
well as wondertul memory; and the following 
inſtance is adduced as a proof of both: Antonia 
having writ 77berivs a long letter, full of in- 
vectives againſt Sejanus, and not only ſhewed 


the contents to Cænis, but made uſe of her 


miniſtry to carry on the whole intrigue ; bid 
her take care to burn all the letters, and copies 
of letters, that had paſs'd and re-paſs'd upon 


the ſubject, for fear they ſhould fall into the 


hands of any body who might turn them to a 
pernicious uſe. To what purpoſe; anſwer'd Cx- 
nis, will it be, when IT ſhall have obe) d Jour 
order, and deftroyed theſe papers, ſince it is not 
in my power to cancel the remembrance of them 
out of my mind © Every thing, madam, you en- 
truft me with, ſtrikes ſo deep a roct in my me- 
mor), that notbing but deaih will be able to efface 
it, - | | 

In the mean time, John, who had taken a 
reſolution to make himſelf maſter of the inner 
part of the temple, which had fallen into the 
hands of Eleazar, was preparing the materials 
to beſiege it. But news arriving of the march 


of Titus, put him under a neceſſity to ſuſpend 
the deſign; for Veſpaſian being to ſet out for 
Italy, had given orders to Titus to make all 


the haſte he could to reduce and demoliſh Fc- 
ruſalem. Beſide the Roman legions, which went 
upon this enterprize, Titus was followed 


twenty regiments of foot, and eight of horſe, 


which the allied. cities ſupplied him with. He 


alſo had auxiliary troops from Arabia, as well 
as ſuccours from the kings of Agrippa, Sohemus, 
and Antiochus ; the two firſt ot whom accom- 


panied him in perſon: And a great number of 
voluntiers, of the firſt rank, coming from all 


parts of Itahy, gave both a luſtre, and a conſi- 


derable addition, to the ſtrength of his army. 

Titus fat down before Feruſalem about the 
beginning of April, a few days antecedent to 
the feaſt of the paſſover, which had hitker 
brought an innumerable multitude of Ferrs 


from all places of the earth. And thus the ſu- 


preme being permitted, by an effect of his juft 
vengeance, that almoſt all the ination of the 
Fews were now ſhut up in Feruſaſem, as in a 
priſon, to ſolemnize the ſame feaſt, in which 
thirty-ſeven years before they had crucified 
the Lord of glory. This vaſt influence of 
people adding to the ſcarcity of proviſions, 


which had formerly been occalion'd by the mer- 


oon ovet- 


cileſs rage of Simon and John, 
| whelmed 
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not only had the Romans to fight with, but 
hunger, and want, and enemies, alſo, within 
their own bowels. 

The Jews neither wanted courage; nor re- 
ſolution, nor arms, but they were without diſ- 


cipline and experience, and over- run with in- 
teſtine diviſions, which E their ruin. 


They animated themſelves with the thought 
that they took up arms ſor their liberty, for 


their lives and fortunes, for their temple, and 
for their wives and children; and obſtinacy and 


deſpair made them ſmile in the face of danger. 
The difficult ſituation of the city, its noble 
fortifications, and triple walls, the temple, the 
tower Antonia, and the palace, which appeared 


like ſo many different fortreſſes, were great in- 


citements to awaken their valour, and, alſo, 
diſpos'd them to fancy that it exceeded the 
power of the Romans to ſubdue them by 
torce. 

The common danger which now threatened 
the city, made the three factions unite fo far, 
as to iſſue out in one ſally upon the Romans; 
and herein they behav'd fo well, that they not 
only forced their camp, but drove them ro 
ſeek retuge in the mountains, till Titus, infor- 
med of the detear, came with freſh troops to 


the aſſiſtance of his men; and falling unexpec- 


tedly upon the Jews, oblig'd. them to retire 
within the city. And after the ſame manner, 
for ſeveral days together, did the Jews renew 
the combat, neither party having cauſe to boaſt 
of the ſucceſs of the day. | 

Whilſt Titus was employ'd in forming the 
ſiege, and, for a while, diſcontinu'd his attack 
againſt Jeriſalem; the Fews, graſping an op- 


portunity from this ſuſpenſion of arms, fell 


upon one another. "The fourteenth of April, 
which was the day of unleavened bread, or 
eve of the paſſover, Eleazar, having opened 
the gates of the inner temple, with a view to 
let in thoſe who thould come to offer ſacrifices ; 
John of Giſcal gave a command to a ſelect 
party of his own men, to crowd in among the 
reſt, with ſwords hid under.their cloaths, and 
take poſſeſſion of that part of the temple. 
This was no ſooner done, than, ſhewing their 
arms, they kill'd Eleazar, and all ſuch of his 
faction as had the misfortune to come within 
their reach. And the faction of Eleazar being 
thus extirpated, the remainder of his party 
were compell'd to ſubmit to John. 

Nothing but deceit, battle, and murder, 
paſs*'d between the two remaining factions, in 
the interim that they had any reſpite from de- 
fending of their walls. They would, one half 
of the day, gallantly oppoſe the Romans; and 
the minute after ſheath their ſwords, in the viſ- 
cera of their own countrymen. Titus having 
on the third of May made a breach in the ou- 
termoſt wall, enter'd the city, and ſo got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the north part, as far as the rower 
of Antonia, and the valley of Cedron; and, in 
five days after, he broke through the ſecond 
wall, with two thouſand men. But in regard 


he was very loth to deſtroy the city, he then 


ſent overtures of peace to the Fews, which, 
inſtead of accepting, they immediately came 


( 
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whelmed the city with a.general famine. They 


to blows; and cut down many of his followers; 
Titus finding ſo warm a reception, had only this 
alternative left; either to ſtand to it, and be 
over-power'd with numbers; or make a ha- 
zardous retreat: And fo chuſing the leaſt of 
two evils, he retired to his camp. 
The three days following were waſted in 
fruitleſs aſſaults upon the Freed wan ; bur; 
on the fourth day; he renew*'d his attempt with 
ſuch vigour, that he carried it. This done, 
Titus, before he would adyance any farther, 
had a mind to give the Jews (who now labou- 
red under all manner of woe) a little time to 
recollect their duty, and, alſo, intimidate em, 
by drawing up his whole atmy in order of bat- 
tle. To this purpoſe, he made a review of 
his men for four days together; but nothin 
could work upon infatuation, "Fhe Fews had 
a full view of all his troops, from their walls; 
they ſaw them, and trembled, and yet would 
perſiſt in their mad oppoſition, Hereupon, 77. 
tus divided his army into two bodies, with a 
deſign to make a double attack, and raiſed ter- 
raſſes to facilitate the execution, 
Whilſt theſe works were a doing, Titus, 
whoſe extraordinary ſweetneſs of temper would 
leave no means untried that might fave the ci- 
ty, gave it in charge to Foſephus, the hiſtorian, 
to ſound the hearts of his countrymen, and ſee 


if he could bring them to a ſenſe of their dan- 
ger, and a voluntary ſubmiſſion; but he was a- 


ble to make no impreſſion upon their hardened 
ſpirits. A few of the milder ſort were won 


over by his arguments, and ſurrender*d them- 


ſelves to Titus, who permitted them to go 
where they would. After this, the factions 
kept ſtrict guard at all their gates, for fear any 
more ſhould eſcape, and, without mercy, and 
on the leaſt cia, put to death all thoſe 
who they fancied had an inclination to ſteal a- 
way to the Romans And, under this ſpecious 
colour, were men of ſubſtance and figure daily 
condemn'd to death by the two tyrants, Simon 
and John. Their ordinary practice was, to ſu- 
born witneſſes to ſwear a premediated eſcape 
againſt rich men, to the end they might have 
ſome pretext to put them to death, and ſeize 
their eſtate. „ 8 
The famine beginning to preſs ſore within 
the city, numbers uſed to travel out of a night 
in order to gather roots and herbs for their 
nouriſhment. Titus getting notice of this” 
planted ambuſcades round about the city; by 
which method, a multitude of Fews were 
apprehended, that, when Titus commanded em 
all ro be executed, there neither was room, 
nor croſſes enough, to anſwer the purpoſe. 
Upon this, the ſeditious redoubled their fury, 
giving the people to know that the treacherous 
Romans would in the ſame manner treat all 
who ſhould ſurrender themſelves.” But Titus, 
to undeceive ſuch of the Fews as were willing 
to come to his camp, ſent ſome priſoners back, 
to inform them, that no one had ſuffer*d death 
bur thoſe who had actually reſiſted the Romans: 
And therefore many of the ſober part, when 
they could find an opportunity, embraced it, 
and fled to the Romans. ; 2 


Titus 
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- Thus having, in ſeventeen days, finiſh'd his 
platforms and terraſſes, from whence he reſol- 
ved to play his batteting- rams, no ſooner gave 
orders to mount them, than Jobn quite ruined 
the two that fronted towards the tower of An- 
tonia, and, in two days after, Simon deſtroyed 
the reſt. The Romans haſtily run to extin- 
guiſh the fire, and ſave their machines, but to 
no effect; for the eus gave them ſuch a hear- 
ty welcome, as made them glad to abandon 
both. This little gale of ſucceſs ſo warmed 
the minds of the Fews, that they impetuouſly 
ruſh'd upon the body-guard of the Romans, 
and forced them to retire. with precipitation to 
their: camp. Titus, who was gone to the tower 
of Antonia to mark out another ſituation, where 
he might plant his engines ; came immediately 
back, on the news of this diſaſter, and charg'd 
the Jews in flank. The Fews, for a conſider- 
able time, gallantly ſuſtain'd the ſhock of the 
whole Roman army; but being, at laſt, wea- 


ried out, they retreated home, not a little 


proud that they had, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, done 
their enemies an intolerable damage. 

This mis'ortune ſo diſcourag'd the Romans, 
that many of them begun to think it was but 
loſt labour to continue the ſiege; and what ad- 
ded to their pain, was, that they had not a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of water: Belides, even the 
little they got was not only brought from a 
great diſtance, but ſecretly ſpoiled by the Zews 
before they had it. Likewiſe, there were ſe- 
veral of the Romans that deſerted to the Jews, 
and taught them how to uſe the engines they 
had formerly taken from the governor of H- 
Tis 1: JJ) 8 

Thus affaits ſtood, when Titus ſummoned a 
council of his general officers, who (according 
to the prediction of our Lord, Luke xix. 43, 
44.) came to a reſolution that the way to ſuc- 
ceſs was, to encompaſs the city with a trench. 
And now the Fews were reduced to the utmoſt 
diſpair : The famine devoured whole families, 


and the houſes, as well as the ſtreets, were full 
of dead bodies; no one taking any care to bury - 


them. All the inhabitants, excepting only 
thoſe who compos'd the faction of Fohn and 
Simon, look'd more like apparitions than living 
men. The many intolerable hardſhips which 
the Fews ſuffer'd, through the cruel treatment 
of their own ſeditious countrymen, may be 
well imagined. but cannot be deſcribed ; they 
not only plundered them of all the means of 
ſubſiſtence, but ſhameleſly inſulted and abuſed 
them in the very agonies of death. Titus, on 
an information of their miſery, and on a re- 
view of the multitude of dead bodies thrown 
over the walls; lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and took God to witneſs that he was not, in 
any degree, the cauſe of theſe calamities. 
At this time, many impoſtors, pretending to 
revelations from heaven, flattered the Jews 
into ſuch a hope of ſpeedy deliverence, that 
notwithſtanding they had from the fourteenrh 
of April to the firſt of July loſt ſeven hundred 
and fifteen thouſand and fourſcore perſons, by 
the mortality which rag'd in the city; and al- 
o, were ſo grinded by famine that dung it ſelf 
ſeemꝰ d a feaſt to them, and a noble woman kil- 


971 
led and eat her own child: Yet they would 
not hearken to the kind remonſtrances of 772 
Zus. | Dan 4b acre $0 942 TAB T4, | | 

Hereupon, Titus renewing the attack, gain'd 
poſſeſſion of one half of the city, and, in two 
days after, of the temple it ſelf, by ſitting fire 
to the gates of it. His great ambition was, to 
have preſerved the temple; but one of the fol- 
diers, as if directed from above; taking a light- 
ed piece of wood, and throwing it, contrar 
to his expreſs command, into the buildings of 
the north- ſide; the flame immediately ſpread 
with ſuch violence, that it reached and conſu- 
med the temple, in ſpite of all Zitus's moſt 
forcible endeavours to prevent it ; being the 
ſame day of the month, viz. the tenth of Au- 
guff, on which it had formerly been burnt b 
the Chaldæans under Nebuchodonozar. Thoſe 
whom the Romans found in the temple, were 
moſt of them put to the ſword, without mercy; 
or any diſtinction either of age or ſex. And 
ſix thouſand others, who had, on the villainous 
ſuggeſtion of a talſe prophet, retired to a gal- 
lery of the outer temple, were, alſo, all of 
them, deſtroyed, either in the attempt to ſave 
themſelves, by jumping down, or by the 
flames. 

The temple being thus reduced to a heap of 
aſhes, the Romans, with great acclamations of 
joy, conferr'd on Titus the diſtincton of em- 
peror, and would, alſo, have crowned him as 
a conqueror, but he peremptorily refus'd it; 
ſaying, The ſupreme power has ſig nally appear d 


for me, during all the time of this frege ; it is 


not I that have done all this, I only have been 
an inſtrument in his almighty hand, to execute 
vengeance upon a perfidious people. 
All theſe things, notwithſtanding, the ſedi- 
tious went on with their uſual devaſtation and 
barbarity, and maſlacreing ſix thouſand and four 
hundred of their own countrymen, for the ſake 
of their wealth, retired with it into the other 
part of the city call'd Sion, where they till 
purpos'd to defend themſelves. Hereupon, 7i- 
tus having, on the ſeventh of Septemper, made 
an effort with his battering-rams, and uſed *em 
with ſuch ſucceſs that a part of the wall was in- 
ſtantly broke down; the rebels were ſtruck 
with ſo univerſal a conſternation, that even 
common ſenſe forſook them: They abandoned 
the ſtrong towers, and fled to dens, caves, and 

privies, to hide themſelves. 
Titus, on his entry into the higher part of 
the city, gave orders to his men to kill none 
but thoſe who made a reſiſtance ; however, 
they put to the ſword all that were either ſick 
or old, reſerving no priſoners that were nor 
young and healthy. By this means, ninety-ſe- 
ven thouſand only, came into captivity, and e- 
leven hundred thouſand periſhed in the ſiege. 
Titus next commanded his ſoldiers to demoliſn 
the temple to its very foundations, and thereby 
tulfilled the prediction of our Saviour; who 
told the Fews, There ſhall not be left here ons 
ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown 
down, Mat. xxiv. 2. He likewiſe equalled 
with the ground all the reſt-of the city, ex- 
cept three towers, and a part of the wall, 
which he left as a monument to poſterity " 
| the 
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he former beauty and ſtrength bf the place, 
and paſſed a plough over the temple, as well 
as City, in token of its everlaſting deſolation. 
The death of the Jewiſh economy imme- 
_ diately follow'd the reſurtection of our Lord, 
and Titus was the undertaker appointed to bu- 
ry it; for, ſince the ruin of Jerſalem, they 
have neither had king nor prophet, temple nor 
ſacrifice ; but have been diſpers'd and ſifted 
over all nations, according to the divine ora- 
cles, and had the mortification to ſee the ſer- 
vants of the Lord called by another name. They 
firſt exhauſted their rage againſt the ſtone which 
the builders rejected, and, as our Saviour fore- 
told them, it has grinded them to powder. This 
illuſtrious effect of the juſt wrath of God a- 
gainſt that treacherous people, who could ſay, 
Let his blood be upon us, and our children, and 
crucit.ed the meſſiah of the world; is an ada- 
mantine ſeal to the many other indiſputable 
proofs that aſſure and will eternize the truth of 
the Chriſtian religion. FA 
As for my own part, L have ſo feelling a ſenſe 
of the mercies purcbas'd for me by my omni- 
potent Lord, that 1 would ſooner be tore to 
pieces than renounce his goſpel. But ſince that 
cannot happen to me in a land where Chriſtia- 
nity is embrac'd, I will yet give the Fews and 
other In/idels a ſtill greater mark of my love 
to my Saviour. I hereby declare, that I put 
my eternal ſalvation upon the the truth of the 
goſpel of Jeſus (.brift, ſaying, with St. Peter, 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other,for there 
is none other name under heaven given amon 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved; nor fhall. 
ever ask it upon any other terms. Hearken, 
then, ye Deifts, and other Infidels, and be aſto- 
niſhed ; if the goſpel leans upon a falſe foun- 
dation, I deſire to take up'my eternal refidence 
in the midit of intolerable fire and brimſtone 
with the devil and his angels: But if the goſ- 
pel ſtands upon an infallible baſis, as I am fure 
it does, and as certain as I know that two and 
three make five (otherwiſe I, who may be al- 
low'd to have ſome ſelf-love, as well as other 
men, would not have ventured upon à decla- 
ration which muſt turn upon the endleſs tide of 
eternity); than I may joyfully and ſecurely, as 
I now do, and will always, reſt and repoſe my- 
ſelf upon the meſſiah, my deliverer, and the 
rock of my ſalration. he Infidel himſelf 
knows that an hundred million of years, laid 
in the balance with eternity, is infinitely leſs 
than a drop of water is to the ſea; and there- 
fore, when he has a little conſidered this bold 
declaration of mine, I cannot but hope that he 
will, for his own ſake, beſtow a few ſerious 


thoughts upon the following denunciation of 


Feſus Chriſt our Lord: He that believeth, and 
1s baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth 
not ball be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 

In the mean time, Veſpaſian was taking all 
poſſible care and pains to reſtore the empire to 


its ancient power and ſplendor ; luxury and 


riot, and effeminacy, had, by the prevailing 
influence of the diſſolute manners of former 
princes, over-ſpread the face of the whole na- 
tion, and ſo enervated the minds of 'the peo- 
ple, that, in a compariſon with their anceſtors, 
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they ſeem'd to be baſtards, and not Romans: 
He therefore made it his principle ſtudy to 
retrench theſe evils, and, in a great meaſure; 
effected it; his own example of temperance, 
moderation, and virtue; diffuſing a more gene- 
tal imitation than could ever haye proceeded 
from the force of pretept: He ſpated no coſt 
upon the exigences of the ſtate; and, to the 
end he might always fiave a ſufficient fund for 
theſe honourable expences; he diſmiſs'd from 
the court, as well as his own perſon, all ſuper- 
fluous magnificence, and things of ſhow, re- 
garding and OW himſelf in no more than 
what was of real u 

ged the ſenate, and order of knights, all 
their worthleſs members, and ſubſtituted meu 
of worth and merit in their room; he likewiſe 
honourably ſupported all ſuch of conſular digs 
nity, as had the misfortune to fall into want: 
Nay, he extended his liberality to all orders 
and degrees of men, being particularly fond 


of learned men, and allowing numbers of them 


annual penſions. _ 

He took a delight in beautifying the city of 
Rome, and gave great encouragement to re- 
build the 2 that had been deſtroyed by the 
ſavage hand of Nero. At his own charge, he 
re-edified the capitol, the temple of Peace, 
and the temple of C/audius, which had been 
founded by Agrippina, but ruined by Nero; 
and raifed a ſtately amphitheatre in the middle 
of the city, out of regard to Augufus, who 
firſt contrived the plan : Nor was his munifi- 
cence confined to the city of Rome; it alſo 
diffuſed it ſelf through the wide extent of the 
Roman dominions: For there was no city that 
had either ſuffered ' by an earthquake, or fire, 
but met with a compaſſionate relief from his 
bountiful hand. a . 

When I make a review of theſe things, and, 
at the ſame time, recolle& the many greedy 
methods, hiſtorians tell us, he made uſe of to 


levy money, I really am at a loſs how to re- 


concile them together: Indeed there are in- 
ſtances of men who have infatiably thirſted af- 
ter the riches of other people, and yet been 
extremely layiſh of their own; but then their 
ſcandalous way of laying it out was as great a 
crime as the manner by which they acquired it : 
Whereas Veſpafſan's generoſity altogether con- 
liſted in a valuable and uſeful be 

benetaction to mankind, When I find it re- 
ported that he would not only ſell honours and 
offices, and promote no man to the government 
of provinces who was not a rapacious leech, of 
ſuch a ſpunge as would drink up moiſture e- 


nough for him to ſqueeze out again, but, alſo, 


take bribes to acquit the guilty : It exceeds 
my power, if theſe are facts, to ſay any thing 
in his defence; He was not a whit better than 
a certain female Popiſh ſaipt, who us'd ro ſteal 
loaves from her maſter, and give them to the 
poor ; and he deſery'd the cenſure which an 
old man, whom he had offended, beſtow'd up- 
on him, viz. The fox may ſbed his hair, bus 
will never change his manners. 5 

Aſtet all, I am apt to think, it was Cen; 
his miſtreſs, or rather wife, and his other mini- 
ſters, that ſaid, as well as did, all the rn 
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e and ſignificancy. He pur- 


nevolence and 
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lous and menn things, chat go under his name. 
Bur; even granting it to be ſo,” we ſhall not beo 
able to juſtiſy him; for à prince ſhould not 
only do good himſelf, but hinder his miniſters?» 
from commicring evil; becauſe elſe (however 
the world may diſguiſe the matter to him for 
rhe preſent) all the blame will, in after-times, 
be laid to his own door.” He did not, in a 
private ſtate ſnew any ſymptom of - avarioe ; 

tor thought he had enjoy*d very lucrative: poſts, - 
and was an old man when he came to the 

throne, yet he had not acquired any conſider- 
able eſtate; which, added to the excellent uſe 
he made of che taxes, inclines me tò believe 
that perſonal intereſt had no ſhart in his admi- 


niſtration, and he only regarded the neceſſities 


of the commonweal. He might; nay, certain- 
ly was miſtaken, in the means, bur he commit- 
red no etror in the applicatio . 
le rarely lodg'd in his on palace, and paſ- 
ſed moſt of his time at the houſe and gardens 
that had formerly belong'd to Salut. He was 
eaſy of acceſs, - courreous' and obliging to all 
mankind ; the gates of his palace ſtood con- 
ſtantiy open, all the day long, and free admiſ- 
ſion given to all that wanted to fee the apart- 
ments. He daily went to the ſenate, and ne- 
ver undertook any buſineſs of moment, with 
out having firſt conſulted them upon the ſubjett. 
He often heard] cauſes himſelf, and decided 
the points in debate with unexceptionable juſ- 
tice. The civil. wars had defac*d the country 
with innumerable acts of injuſtice, and, to 
give reparation to the injutd perſons by the 
ordinaty forms pf law, tone age, he nightly 
judg' d, would not be ſufficient: He therefore: 
appointed a certain number of delegates, Who 
ſhould fee: juſtice: done, and reſtitut ion made in 
a'ſummary way: ul tot 
la the interim; Titus, haviog made u“ viſit 
to ſeverat cities in the eaſt, came baolt to Ju. 
riſalem, in order to go to Hlexandria band 
from thence to Rome. He ſound his- men ill 
employed in ſearching and digging up ſome: 
caves and other remnants of the ruined houſes, 
where they now and then met with 4 gteat 
deal of riches, as welas abundance of rebels, 
who had thither crept to hide themſelthes. . 
ts, on a ſecond proſpect ef the deplorable 
ſtare of that once magnificent city, could not 
help watering the ground with his tears; as 
well as pouring out curſes againſt the authors 
of the revolt, who had forc d him to rreht ĩt 
with ſo great a ſeverit ry. 2: 3 
On Titus's artival at Rome, he entered the 
city in triumph; together with Ve/pa/fan His fa- 
ther, The captive' Jews; that were brought 
to Rome, ſery din the proceſſion, but no one 
them was executed after the triumph, Simon 
only excepted.- The ſenate; on this occaſion 
Save Titus; as well às his father, the title of 
mperor; but neither: the! one, nor the other, 
would accepr” of the ſirname of Fullaicns. 
They likewiſe conferred upon them alł the ho- 
Hours that were due to ſo glorious an expedi- 
den, and, among the reft, erected ttiumphal 
aces, As to Veſpafitnythe' was fo far from 
-_ any pleaſure at this extreme grandeut 
, No l that, being heartily" fatigu d with 
| O. 86. 5 
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97 
the ſiowneſs and ſtrength oftiche triumph, he 
broke: out into e re 21 8 | 
*,paniſhed for having, at theſe years; aſpire to 
the fooliſh ambition of a triumph, oy, it had 
either been an honour due to my forefarher, vr 
Ser affected iby myſelf,” Indeed, V. eſpafianiwas: 
a man too great not to contemn both pride and. 
vanity. He frequently would enter into a te- 
lation of the narrowneſs of his former circam-. 
ſtauces, nor did he ever ſtrive io hide the mean 
neſs of his birth; for as often as the flatterer 
made an attempt to raiſe the dignity of his 
ancient houſeg he was ſute to expoſe him to 
the nirth and diriſion ofs the: whole company. 
Exterior ornaments, and laboured finery, had 
ſo little a ſhare in his eſteem, that he could 
not think well of any man who was ſolliciroufly: 
careful about his dreſs. Fops and beaux had 
no encouragement under his reign. Having 
once been drawn in by Macianus to beſtow a 
government upon an eſſenced and tawdry fop, 
whom he had never ſeen, he no ſoonet caſt his 
eyes upon the beau, ho came to return thanks, 
than his oountenance witneſs'd a diſlike; but 
being; on a nearer approach, offended with the 
perfumes of the gentleman; I wi/h, ſaid he, 
Feger, had conſiſted in ſomething elſe- 
And he forthwith recalled the letters of his 
committion;' ! ': 1 1 {4.8 OH iS 3 77 
© *There being ſtill three caſtles in Judæa held 
by the ſeditious Jews, viz. Herodion, Maſſada, 
and Mac hæron; Eucilius Baſſas was ſent thi- 
ther, in quality of lieutenant, to make an end 
of the war. He foo reduced Herodion; and 
then aſſembling all his troops, marched. againiſt 
Mac hæron, which was à very ſtrong place; 
but having the good fortune to apprehend ia 
man, by name Eleuzar, who had 4 great many 
conſiderable relations within the caſtle, propos 
ſals were immediately ſent him, intimating, 
they would with jay ſurrender, provided he a- 
greed to ſavelche life of Eleazar, and let the 
beſieged retire: here they ſhould think fit. 
Accordingly, the conditions were accepted, and 
the beſieged went and joined another party of 
rebels who had intrenched i themſelves tin a 
wood:!:"Baſſus, uhderſtanding they were in All 
bupithree'thouſand; led his troops àgainſt em, 


and put every man of them to che fword. 


Buri Baffis dying ſoon after, Fulvius Sylva 
had a commiſſion to fill his place; and therefore 
fitting down before Maſſada, which was deſen- 
ded hy Elenxar, the giand- child of the famous 
Judas of Galilee; he, wich all deligence, and 
ſpeed; ſurrounded: them with à trench, to the 
end he might car of all pofſibiliry' of their ma- 
king an eſua pe. This caſtle was no in the 
eſſion of a thouſand deſperate aſſaſſins; who 
Xterended (thought they e were in themſelves 


moſt impious wretches) chat it was a breach of 


py to! acknowledge any mortal man for theſt 
ord. Baſſus having; here tried ſeveral expe- 
riments:x0d no purpoſe, had, at laſt, recourſe 
to fire; and an effect followed; which, Heat hen 
as Was powerfully convinced him that this 
W hunger f Ged, For the wind, which 
had y tillihat moment, oppoſed his deſign, in- 
mediately turned about, and carried rhe flames 
full antq the fortifications of the Fews, Nor 
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he former beauty and ſtrength of the place, 
and paſſed a plough over the temple, as well 
as City, in token ot its everlaſting deſolation. 
The death of the Jewiſh ceconomy imme- 
diately follow'd the reſurreEtion of our Lord, 
and T7tus was the undertaker appointed to bu- 
ry it; for, ſince the ruin of Feruſalem, they 
have neither had king nor prophet, temple nor 
ſacrifice; but have been diſpers'd and ſifted 
over all nations, according to the divine ora- 
cles, and had the mortification to ſee the ſer- 
vants of the Lord called by another name. They 
firſt exhauſted their rage againſt the tue which 
the builders rejected, and, as our Saviour fore- 
told them, it has grinded them to powder. This 
illuſtrious effect of the juſt wrath of God a- 
gainſt that treacherous people, who could ſay, 
Let his blood be upon ts, and our children, and 
crucited the meſſiah of the world; is an ada- 
mantine ſeal to the many other indiſputable 
proofs that aſſure and will eternize the truth of 
the Chriftian religion. 

As for my own part, IL have ſo feelling a ſenſe 
of the mercies purchas'd for me by my omni- 
potent Lord, that 1 would ſooner be tore to 
pieces than renounce his goſpel. But ſince that 
cannot happen to me in a land where Chriſtia- 

_ nity is embrac'd, I will yet give the Fews and 
other In/idels a ſtill greater mark of my love 
to my Saviour. I hereby declare, that I put 
my eternal ſalvation upon the the truth of the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, faying, with St. Peter, 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven given amon 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved; nor ſhall 
ever ask it upon any other terms. Hearken, 
then, ye Deifts, and other Inf:dels, and be aſto- 
niſhed ; if the goſpel leans upon a falſe foun- 
dation, I deſire to take up'my eternal refidence 
in the midit of intolerable fire and brimſtone 
with the devil and his angels : Bur if the goſ- 
pel ſtands upon an infallible baſis, as I am fure 

it does, and as certain as I know that two and 
three make five (otherwiſe I, who may be al- 
low'd to have ſome ſelf-love, as well as other 
men, would not have ventured upon a decla- 
ration which mutt turn upon the endleſs tide of 
eternity); than I may joytully and ſecurely, as 
I now do, and will always, reſt and repoſe my- 
ſelf upon the meſſiah, my deliverer, and the 
rock of my ſalvation, The Tnfidel himſelf 
knows that an hundred million of years, laid 
in the balance wich eternity, is infinitely leſs 
than a drop of water is to the ſea; and there- 
fore, when he has a little conſidered this bold 
declaration ot mine, I cannot but hope that he 
will, for his own fake, beſtow a few ſerious 
thoughts upon the following denunciation of 

Jeſus Chrift our Lord: He that believeth, and 
1 baptized, ſpall be ſaved ; but he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 

In the mean time, Veſpaſian was taking all 


poſſible care and pains to reſtore the Empire to 


its ancient power and ſplendor; luxury and 
riot, and efteminacy, had, by the prevailing 
influence of the diſſolute manners of former 
princes, over-ſpread the face of the whole na- 
tion, and ſo enervated the minds of the peo- 
ple, that, in a compariſon with their anceſtors, 
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they ſeem'd to be baſtards, and not Romans: 
He therefore made it his principle ſtudy to 
retrench theſe evils, and, in a one meaſure, 
effected it, his own example of temperance, 
moderation, and virtue; diftuſing a more gene- 
tal imitation than could ever have proceeded 
from the force of precept. He ſpated no coſt 
upon the exigences of the ſtate; and, to the 
end he might always have a ſufficient fund for 
theſe honourable expences, he diſmiſs'd from 
the court, as well as his own perſon, all ſuper- 
fluous magnificence, and things of ſhow, re- 
garding and indulging himſelf in no more than 


what was of real uſe and ſignificancy. He pur. 


ged the ſenate, and order of knights, of all 
their worthleſs members, and ſubſtituted men 
of worth and merit 1n their room ; he likewiſe 
honourably ſupported all ſuch of conſular digs 
nity, as had the misfortune. to fall into want: 


Nay, he extended his liberality to all orders 


and degrees of men, being particularly fond 
of learned men, and allowing numbers of them 
annual penſions. | 
He took a delight in beautifying the city of 
Rome, and gave great encouragement to re- 
build the houſes that had been deſtroyed by the 
ſavage hand of Nero. At his own charge, he 
re-edified the capitol, the temple of Peace, 
and the temple of Claudius, which had been 
founded by Agrippina, but ruined by Nero; 
and raiſed a ſtately amphitheatre in the middle 
of the city, out of regard to Augufus, who 
firſt contrived the plan: Nor was his munifi- 
cence confined to the city of Rome; it alſo 
diffuſed it ſelf through the wide extent of the 
Roman dominions: For there was no city that 
had either ſuffered by an earthquake, or fire, 
but met with a compaſſionate relief from his 
bountiful hand. | | 
When I make a review of theſe things, and, 
at the ſame time, recolle&t the many greedy 
methods, hiſtorians tell us, he made uſe of to 


levy money, I really am at a loſs how to re- 


concile them together: Indeed there are in- 
ſtances of men who have infatiably thirſted af- 
ter the riches of other people, and yet been 
extremely layiſh of their own; but then their 
ſcandalous way of laying it out was as great a 


crime as the manner by which they acquired it: 


Whereas Veſpaſian's generoſity altogether con- 
ſiſted in a valuable and uſeful dee e and 
benetaction to mankind. When I find it re- 
ported that he would not only ſell honours and 
offices, and promote no man to the government 
of provinces Who was not a rapacious leech, or 
ſuch a ſpunge as would drink up moiſture e- 
nough for him to ſqueeze out again, but, alſo, 
take bribes to acquit the guilty: It exceeds 
my power, if theſe are facts, to ſay any thing 
in his defence. He was not a whit better than 
a certain female Popiſh ſaipt, who us'd to ſteal 
loaves from her maſter, and give them to the 
poor ; and he deſerv'd the cenſure which an 
old man, whom he had offended, beſtow'd up- 
on him, viz. The fox may fhed his hair, bi 
will never change his manners. 88 

After all, I em apt to think, it was Cm 
his miſtreſs, or rather wife, and his other mini- 


ſters, that ſaid,” as well as did, all the ey 
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leus and mean things, that go under his name. 
Bur, even granting it to be ſo, we ſhall not be» 
able to juſtify him; for à prince ſhould not 
only do good himſelf, but hinder his miniſters) 
from committing evil; becauſe elſe (however 
the world may diſguiſe the matter to him for 
the preſent) all the blame will, in after-times, 
be laid to his on door. He did not, in a 
private ſtate, ſnew any ſymptom of avarice ; 
for though he had enjoy'd very lucrative poſts, 
and was an old man when he came to the 
throne, yet he had not acquired any conſidet- 
able eſtate; which, added to the excellent uſe 
he made of the taxes, inclines me tò believe 
that perſonal intereſt had no ſhare in his admi- 
niſtration, and he only regarded the neceſſities 
of the commonweal. He might; nay; certain- 
ly was miſtaken, in the means, bur he commit- 
ted no error in the application. Nile 21 
- He rarely lodg'd in his own palace, and paſ- 
ſed moſt of his time at the houſe and gardens 
that had formerly belong*d'to Salut. He was 
eaſy of acceſs, courteous and obliging to all 
mankind ; the gates of his palace ſtood con- 
ſtantly open, all the day long, and free admiſ- 
ſion given to all that wanted to fee the apart- 
ments. He daily went to the ſenate, and ne- 
ver undertook any buſineſs ot moment, *with-. 
out having firſt conſulted them upon the ſubject. 
He often heard cauſes himſelf, and decided 
the points in debate with unexceptionable juſ- 
tice. The civil, wars had defac'd the country 
with innumerable acts of injuſtice, and, to 
give reparation to the injut'd perſons by the 
ordinary forms of law, one age, he rightly 
judg' d, would not be ſufficient: He therefore 
appointed a certain number of delegates, Who 
ſhould ſee: juſtice done, and reſtitution made in 
a ſummary way.. 2 
In the interim; Titus, having made à viſit: 
to ſeveral cities in the eaſt, came back to Fe- 
ruſalem, in order to go to Alexandria, and 
from thence to Rome. He found his men fill 
employed in ſearching and digging up ſome 
caves and other remnants of the rained houſes, 
where they now and then met with a great 
deal of riches, as wel E as abundance of rebels, 
who had thither crept to hide themſelues. 7 
tus, on a ſecond proſpect of the deplorable 
ſtate of thar once magnificent city, could not 
help watering the ground with his tears, as 
well as pouring out curſes againſt the authors 
of the revolt, who had forc*d- him to- xreat it 
with {a great a ſogeri x. 
On Yitus's arrival at Rome, he entered the 
ty in triumph, together with Veſpa an his fa- 
ther. The captive Jews; that were brought 
to Rome, ſerv'd in the proceſſion, but no one 
them was executed after the triumph, Simon 
only excepted. The ſenate, on this occaſion, 
gave Titus, as well as his father, the title of 
emperor ; but neither the: one, nor the other, 
would accept of the ſitname of Jullaicus. 
They likewiſe conferred upon them all the ho- 
nours that were due to fo glorious an expedi- 
don, and, among the reſt, ereQed -rtiumphal 
arches. As to Veſpaſſan, he was ſo far! from 
"alting any pleaſure ar this extreme grandeur 
ad No 7 that, being heartily fatigu'd © with 
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broke out into theſe words: »* I'amdeſervedl} 


©, puniſhed for having, at theſe yeats, aſpired to 
the fooliſh ambition of a triumph, as af it had 
*elther been an honour due to my forefather, or 
ever aſtectediby myſelf. Indeed, Veſpaſſan was 
a man too great not to contemn both pride ani 


vanity. He frequently would enter into a te- 


lation of the narrowneſs of his former circum- 


ſtances, nor did he ever ſtrive to hide the mean- 
neſs of his birth; for as often as the flatterer 
made an attempt to raiſe the dignity of his 
ancient houſe; he was ſure to expoſe him to 
the mirth and diriſion of the: whole company. 
Exterior ornaments, and laboured finery, had 


ſo little a ſhare in his eſteem, that he could 


not think well of any man who was ſollicitouſiy 
careful about his dreſs. Fops and beaux had 
no encouragement under his reign. Having 
once been drawn in by Macianus to beſtow 4 
government upon an eſſenced and tawdry'fop, 
whom he had never ſeen, he no ſooner caſt his 
eyes upon the beau, who came to return thanks, 
than his countenance witneſs'd a diſlike ; but 


being, on a nearer approach, offended with the 


perfumes of the gentleman ; 7 wiſh, ſaid he, 


thy. fragrancy had conſiſted in ſomething elſe - 


And he forthwith recalled the letters of his 
commiſſion, HDL Ot b OHH :936 
There being ſtill three caſtles in 7adæa held 
by the ſeditious Jets, viz. Herodion, Maſſada, 
and Macheron ; Lucilius Baſſas was ſent thi- 
ther, in quality of lieutenant, to make an end 
of the war. He foon reduced Heradion, and 
then aſſembling all his troops, marched, agaitiſt 
Macheron, which was a very ſtrong place; 
but having the good fortune to apprehend a 
man, by name Eleazar, who had a great many 
conſiderable relations within the caſtle, propo- 
{als were immediately ſent him, intimating, 
they would with Joy-ſarrender, provided he-a- 
greed to ſavelche life of Eleazar, and let the 
beſieged: retire where. they ſhould think fir. 
Accordingly, the conditions were accepted, and 
the beſieged went and joined another party of 
rebels, who had intrenched themſelves in a 
wood. Baſſus, underſtanding they were in all 
but cee chouſand, led his troops againſt em, 
and put every man of them to rhe word. 
Bur: Baſſus dying ſoon after, Fulvius Sylva 
had a commiſſion to fill his place; and therefore 
fitting down before Maſſada, which was defen- 
ded by Eleazar, the grand-child of the famous 
Fuda's of Galilee ; he,” with all detigence, and 
ſpeed, ſurrounded. them with a trench, to the 
end he might cut of all pofſibiliry of their ma- 
. an eſca pe. This caſtle was now in the 
poſſeſſion of a thouſand deſperate aſſaſſins, who 
pretended (thought they were in themſelves 
moſt impious wretches) that it was a breach of 
piety to! acknowledge any mortal man for their 
Lord. Baſſus having here tried ſereral expe- 
riments to no purpoſe, had, at laſt, recourſe 
to fire, and an effect followed, which, Heathes 
as he Was, powerfully convinced him that this 
WN he nger of. Ged. For the wind; which 
had; tillthat moment, oppoſed his deſign, im- 
mediately turned about, and carried the flames 
full into the fortifications ot the Fews, Nor 
110 Was 
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the ſlowneſs and ſtrength of the triumph, he 
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was Nazar and ibis wicked companions inſen- 
ſihle that heaven fought againit rhem, but their 
hardneſs of beat; and impenitance, was ſuch,” 
at put them upon a: reſolution which plainly 
ſhew'd they were the ſlaves of the devil. e 
and his men firſt killed all the women and chil- 
dren, then chuſing 
own number, Who ſhould be thei executioners 
of the reſt, they infamonſiy run in the arms 
of death. Ibis done, one of the ten flew the 
other nine, then ſetting fire to the apartment, 
wherein they had depoſited their riches, fell 
upon his on ſword, and -deſtroyed:ihimſelt. 
And this account the Remans had from two 
women and five children, Who, only, of all the 
number, cfcaped the rebel's fury, by hiding 
themſelues in a cave. 1 
| The falt of all the _— 4 
ing only a ſmall berough, which Fe/pa/zan be- 
And, ußen a colony of eight hundred old 
ſoldiers, was now finiſhed, and àa law impoſed 
on the ſurviving: Fews tbroughout the whole 
extent of the empire, obliging them to pay 
the ſame annual revenue to the capitol, : whic 
| had formerly been accuſtomed to pay the 
temple of, Jeruſalem. Many of the aſſaſſins 
having fled out of Fudea to Alexandrea in LH. 
zypr, endeavoured to inflame the Jeus of that 
place into a ſpirit of ſedition; but their bre- 
thren had too ffeſh an example before their 
eyes, to be ſo eaſily caught: They therefore 
allembled themſelves together, and, to prevent 
the. fatal conſequence, which, they dreaded, 
might ariſe ftom the reſtleſs temper. ot theſe 
villains, they came to an unanimous conſent to 
have them all delivered up to the: Romans. 
Hereupon, Hix hundred of the aſſaſſins were in- 
ſtantly ſeiz'd, and a number of others, whochad 
kruſted to their heels, and got as far as hebes 
i Agypt, were, allo, purſued, ande brought 
back ih chains; , Theſe rogues might have pre- 
fetveditheir lives, if they would: but have ac- 
knowledg'd | Ve/pz/ran for their maſter ; but 
they abſdlurely declined it, and, for: hate rea- 
ſon; were all of them ꝑut to death. + 1 - 
On the hews of theſe traitetous practices in 
Agypn, #eſpajan thinking he bad: teaſon to 
fear that the Ae.⁰, Mh had now;no; temple 
left burithat of Ouias in A gupt, wonld, under 
2 pretonce of devotion/ repair thithen, and be- 
gin and. rebellion; fett an order to Lupus; 
gorernor of Ale vandria, to demoliſh it. Lu- 
pus only tobbed it of lame-otnaments, and ſhus 
it vp; howerer, Paidinus;:twho ſoon after ſuc- 
oceding bim ſpotted ic of all. che - conſecrated 
things and riches, and made it ſo inacceſſible, 
that it has ever ſince continued 
JJ Dagteot:'s 1 aff R5 
On of the aſſaſſins, by; name Jonathan, and 
by trade a weaver, having made; his flight from 
Fudea; rum as far as Gyrene in Ihia, and there 
counterſieiting the prophet, perſuaded.' two 
rhooſand poor Fers, wh inhabited choſe parts, 
to follow him into the deſart, undet a pretence 
of ſhewing them ſigns and Wonders, But the 
ptincipab men among the Jes giving notice of 
Fon athus's impious attempt to Gatullus, the go- 
vernor of the country, this rabble was quickly 
diſſipated, and Fonat han himſelf made priſouter. 


out ten from among their 


of n ſervice to | 
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The: rogur Foratban, with a 'yiew. to ſave his 
own life, accuſed many of th richeſt; perſons 
among the Jets of being accomplices-in his 
conſpiracy. The hungry Catullas receiv'd the 
information witch great joy, and ſeizing three 
thouſand of the moſt wealthy Jets, whoſe 
names had been given him by Jonathan, put 
them to death, and confiſcatedotheir eftates; -, 
. Catullus did: not ſtap here; he made Jona: 
than, alſo, charge rhe. moſt conſiderable Jews 
at Rome as well as Alexandria; with the know 
ledge and approbation of his revolt. Among 
the reſt, Joe pus, the hiſtorian, was particu- 
larly nam'd, as one that had remitted him both 
arms and money. Hereupon, Feypalian com- 


manded Catullus and Fanathan to appear at 


Raume ; and finding, on à thorough examination 
of; the matter, that it as tothing but a downy 
right calumny, he condemned Jonathan firſt to 
be whipp'd; and then butnt alive. As to Ca- 
tullus, ilauglæt he emperor gave him a pardon, 
yet the juſt, judgment of God purſu'd: him to 
the laſt moment of his impious life. He own 
ed he continually ſau before his eyes the ghoſts 
ot thoſe hom he had vnjuſtly murdered; and, 
in a ſhort time after, died, heing ſeized with 
a fery ulcer, which; at once, affiifted him with 
intolerable pain, and conſumed: his bowels. 
Having now concluded this rebellion of the 
Jerus, it may not be amiſs to give the reader & 
general deſcriꝑtion of the numher of Jeu that 
periſh d in it. Jo begin then, with:thoſe that 
were kill'd at Feruſalem, by the command of 
Elprus,, and carrying down tho account through: 
all the skirmiſhesg and dhe ſigge i ſelf, ſum ic 
up at che three: thoufaſid that were mur- 
der d dy Catulius; the whole will amount ro: 
ane» million, threa hundred and -thirty-ſeven: 
thouſand, and five hundred perſons,” And even 
thus we tall vaſtly; ſhart of an gxact: biÞcot: all 


thoſe who really ſunk. under this terlihbe ca- 


taſttophe, in regard ſuch multirudest of. them 


died of famine, as rendered it impoſſihle for 


any man to meet witch a true reckoning 
In the mean time came king Agrifips; and 
queen Berenice, his ſiſter, to Rome, ande wert 


received with all poſſible demenſtratioms of ho- 


mm. Agrippa Was allowed a rank among che 
prineipal men of Rome, and::Benentss' hadrapatt- 
ments! fit sed up for her, within the paltee itſelf. 
Titus fell ſo paſſionately in love wich: this la- 
dy, that he promiſed her marriaga; and wauid 
too have been as good as his. word, hut chat 
the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition made him tory 
bear am act which he knew would give a gehe- 
ral diſlike to the people. Ho wWwaver; the::keps 
her like his wife, till he came to the throws, 
and then, ſore againſt his will; parted with 
Ts aq: 1:11 901 ener 19102029 ee 
 Whil& tbeſe things were a doing; nos an- 
rived: at. Nome that Ant ioc h, king! of Come» 
gina, bad entered into aſectet carte ſpouſdenue 
wirh the king of Parthia; whereupon, V4/pa- 
fat ſaut an order to Coſenius Ratus, geek. 
nor of: Syria, to march - againit-Gowagens and 
reduoę it. into the form f a protinon. This 
was; ſoon after executed, and Antiach fled in- 
io Glicia; but being chere appte hende di and 
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to: ſend him hound to Name,; win: a meſlage 
came from Veſpaſian, ordaining, that he ſhould 
be ſet at liberty, and have the privilege do re- 
ſide at Lacedæmon, together with a court aud 
the revenues. of a king. After this, Veſpaſian 
kindly. invited Antioc hus and his family to 
Rome, where they met with a royal and mag- 
nificent reception. Veſpaſtian was now obliged: 
to fortify Cappadocia with gartiſons and Noman 
legions, who ſoon repell'd the ,barbarotis na- 
tions that infeſted: it, and reſtored peace to the 
country. He alſo took away liberty from . 
chaia, Samus, Lycia, Rhodes, Byzantium, and 
dhe kingdoms of Thracei and Glicia, putting 
them upon the foot of Roman provinces. 
About the ſame, time, the Alani, a people of 
$ychia, who poſſeſs d thoſe parts which lie 
contigious to the Tanaia, and the lake Meotis, 


having got the Hyrcanians to join them, made 


an irruption into Madia, and, over-tunning the 
whole, country, ſpoiled and waſted it in a 
dreadful. manner. Pacorus, king of Meqia, 
took ſuch a: fright at che ſight of them, that, 
throwing up all thoughts ot oppoſition, he re- 
tired to ah Jnipregnable: fortreſs, with a view 
pat ently LO! wait che iſſue. At laſt, the oupti 
vity of his wife and concubines forced him to 
ſue out 4 peace with: the; ſum of an hundred 
talents. The Barbarians, next, took their 
rout into Armenia, which they pillaged with e- 
qual ſucceſs. Tiridates, king of Armenia, 
thought to put a ſtop to their ravages, but un- 
fortunately failed in his aim; for; in giving 
battle to them, he was not only overthrown, 
but very natrowly: eſcaped with his life. And 
having thus happily finiſhedi their expedition, 
they 9 returned, loaded with riches, into their 
qWg:COnnmy.! 9k IU e e ee e 
Veſpaſian now raiſed Titus to be his partner 
in the empire, and, admitting him into a con- 
junct ſhare of all honours, as welll as offices, re- 
ſerved to himſelf but the title, whilſt / the o- 
ther did all the buſineſs. Titus ſpoke in the 
ſenate, took the management. of che pròviuces, 
gave audience to ambaſſadors, writ. letters in 
his father's, name, and ſovereignly diſpoſed of 
every thing. | Altenus: and Marcellus, whom 
Veſpaſtan had always regarded with great ho- 
vour and friendſhip, did, nevertheleſs, form a 
conſpiracy againſt him, but ir was; ſoon defeated 
by the warchtul. diligence: of/Zizus, who cauſed 
Alienus to be kill'd; within the palace, as hie 


role from table: And Marcellus, being con- 


demned by the ſenate, cut his own'throar-« | 

In this exalted: ſtation, Titus gave not. a few 
proofs of 2, ctuel and violent temper-;- for ſe- 
veral, whom he but ſuſpected, were put to 
death. Nor was, hei free from luxury; fitting 
up at his bottle, with debauchꝰd companions; 
even till midnight. He hkewiſe:had the note 
ot being incontinent and rapacious, plunging 
himſelf in all manner of leudneſs, and ſelling 
every thing that could but yield a price: For 
which reaſon, the people publickly called him 
a ſecond Nero, and dreaded nothing ſo much as 
his acceſſion to the thong. But theyiwere: at- 
tetuards agreeably diſappoimed ;/ his: former 
wicked life being then-only:remembered v0 ſet 
MX his virtues in a more illuſtrious view. He 


left all bis. vices;on his adv ande ent to the em: 
pire, und ever after Walle ch in ſoamisble ia 


ooubſe of probity, that the Ryu wirh one 


heart and voice called him Che love an delight 
of mantind. He indulged himſelf in” nothin 

that could not be wartanted by the ſtrict rules 
of temperance and was chaſtè ad continent in 
ſpite of charming objeèts. He Admitted none 
into his familiatitey and friendſhip, that were 
not - men! of conſumate merit, and was ſo far 
from covering other men's goods, that he would 
not even accept of the uſual benevolences; and 
yet no 'one euer went beyond him in munifi- 
cence.. He omitted nothing that might ſettle 
the! right, liberty, and property, of his ſub- 
jects; and whereas, by an otdinance of 77 
rius, the grants of former emperors were de- 
clared. invalid, in caſe that the reigning prince 
did nod repeat and confirm the donation, he ge- 


neroufly cas' d: them of the hardihip of that 
lau; uſcertaining them in an hereditary and per- 
perual tenure of poſſeſſion. He was of that 
umverſal. benevolence of temper, as did not 
know how to deny the ſuit, petition, or requeſt 


ot any man; which emboldening ſome of his 
courtiers to tell him Hat he promiſed moſwit ha 
he was able to perform; he made anfwer, I wilt 
do alli for them that lies ia my pocver; in the 
mean time, it is uot fit to diſiuiſs any body from 
my preſence with a heavy heart. Good offices, 
and acts of grace to mankind; were fo mueh 
the buſineſs of his reign; that recollecting; as 
he ſat at ſupper, hie had that day done no fer— 


vice or beneficence to any man; he, wick a real 


concern, ſaid, My" friends, I have lo d day. 
Which was an expreſſion, thar, in weight, 
firongrh, and beauty; equals, if ir dees not 
ſurpaſs; the brighreft . thought! that ever felt 
from / the mouth of 4 Heathen .. 1. 
Hel fevarely:puntihed all informers; or cha. 
eed them aua tröm Romy,” Wether ſenator, 
not knight; nor an Der perſon, had the mis- 
fortune toj be! plage d wir trea ſonble aecuſuſ 


tions; during his teigh. He uud netiſo much 


as give a hearing the repott of conſpiracies, 
that his domeſtichs begs* d to lay before him, 
nor ſuffer his miniſters td rec ee them. Nb 


onen laid hep with i002 antortain 4 thong hit of in- 
Jjurimm nbi lerauſb Iumake it my cave to do no- 


at that majiid eferee a reſentment; amd as for 
calunmy, I aefpiſe tt e Making, often, the fol- 
lowing: pruteſta tien; F had rat her fall my ſelf, 
than b the dtatb of dj man. . Two perſons 
of ſenator iat rank beigg convifted of a deſign 
to: ſbiac upon the empire, he had them ſent for, 
and' kindly admonfliing? chem" to deſiſt from 
thoic . dgterprize, 107 i/poſal,; added he, of 
ein guluim; is in the Bard of > prboidence; bar if 
von 2008-any Thing*s1)0j\ minke a demand; und 1 
Wl! gfe it 904. - | AAP PW hich was a wonderful 
exertion ef good - natuts knowing” that one of 
them hail: a fond meter 'who lived at a great 
HAIG from teway and would, rherefore, be 
exttemely anxious about the ſtate of her ſon; 
he imme diatly diſpatch'd a. ſpeciat meſſenger 
to accdaintr her that her ſon was not only iu 
healtk, but a6quirteh' He next invited the 
two'gentlomen*ro ſupper,” and ever after ſhew'd 
them all (amiliar teſtimonies of reſpeck. This 
greatneſs 
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gteatneſs of foul in ' Titus, makes me think, 


that thoſe acts of cruelty which authors charge 
upon him during the time of his copartnerſhip 


with Veſpaſian, did not proceed from him, but 


were the artful effects of ſome miniſter or o- 
ther. As to his own brother Domitian, who 
never ceas d plotting againſt him, openly, as 
well as ſecretly, he made aſe of no arms, but 
what were fetch'd from his eyes and heart. 
He thought loving expoſtulations, ſeconded 
with a flood of tears, would at laſt prevail up- 
on the monſter. 15 218.7 | 

In the reign of Titns, a ſecond war broke 


out in Great- Britain, which was happily finith- 


ed by the care of Julius Agricola, who firſt 
of all the Romans diſcover'd that Great- Bri- 
tain was an iſland. Hereupon, Titus was ſa- 
luted emperor. the fifteenth time. At the ſame 
period, happened a few extraordinary events, 


which ſtruck the people with great fear and 


aſtoniſhment. A terrible conflagration burſt 
out of the mount Veſuwius in Campania, which 
not only deſtroy'd the two cities of Hercula- 
num and Pompij, with all their inhabitants, 
but darted fire and aſhes as far as Africe, H 
ria, and Ægypt, as well as to Rome. Theſe 
effects were the more noticed, becauſe they 
had never ſeen ſuch things before. The moun- 
tain, antecedent to this accident, was every 
where of an equal height, and adorned with 
trees ; but now the flames having lett nothing 
of it unconſumed but the extremities, it has 
ever ſince reſembled the figure of an amphi- 
theatre. Night. and day, upon the mountain, 
and about it, and in the air, were ſeen perſons 
of a prodigious bulk, and gigantick - ſtature ; 
and dreadful noiſes heard iſſuing out of the 
earth. Pliny, the elder, curiouſly prying into 
this unfathomable ſecrer, was ſuffocated by the 
flames; and ſoon after followed a peſtilence, 
which ſwept away great numbers ot the peo- 
ple; and a fire, kindled from heaven, which 
ſpread with ſuch violence, that, in ſpite of all 
endeavours to extinguith it, it continued three 
days, and as many nights, conſuming a multi- 
tude of houſes, as well as moſt, if not all the 
Pagan temples at Rane. Hi] 


- Hereupon, Titus, not. contenting himſelf to 


act the ſole part of a good prince, ſuperadded 


alſo the kind office ot a loving and compathon- 
ate father. He not only aſſiſted the ſufferers 
with his advice, but, as far as his ſubſiſtance 
would go, ſupplied them with money: Beſides, 
he gave the eſtates of all thoſe who had been 
killed by the eruption of Veſuvius, and left no 
heirs, into the hands of the publick, in order 
to reſtore the ruined cities of Campania. And 
whilſt the peſtilence raged, he neglected no 
means that ſeemed, either to himſelf, or others, 
of uſe ro bring relief to the people. He like- 
wiſe tried to lighten and alleviate their minds 
with a ſplendid variety of amuſements: Ar the 
dedication of the amphitheatre, four elephants, 
and nine thouſand beaſts of different ſorts, were 
killed; a battle, ſtoutly maintained by an e- 
qual number of cranes of each fide, followed, 
which gave an agreeable ſurprize; and a land 
and ſea-fight concluded the ſolemnity. After 
this, he diverted them at the gardens af Caius 


and Lucius. On the firft day was a nayal com- 


bar, and a great number of beaſts ; rhe ſecond 


day entertained them with chariot-races ; and 
the third day, with engagements of a number 
of men, both by ſea and land: Thefe comba- 
tants were diſtinguiſhed with the names of A. 
thens and Sracus. The party that carried 
the day made next a deſcent upon a little iſſe, 
and there: forming a military ſiege, took and 
demoliſb'd a fort, which had ſome time before 
been erected for this ludicrous purpoſe. During 
theſe, and innumerable other ſpectacles of the 
like nature, Zitus conſtantly kept by him a 
large quantity of little balls of wood, which 
he threw down and ſcattered among the peo- 
ple. And as theſe balls had engraved · upon 
them the particulars of a bill of fare, or con- 
tained the promiſe of a veſſel of gold or fil- 
ver, of a ſlave, bullock or horſe, or ſome o- 


ther valuable gitr, ſuch perſons as gathered up 
the balls, had no more to do, but go to the 


proper officer who had the care of the diſtri- 


button, and they immediately received the pre- 
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On the laſt day of theſe publick diverſions, 
which continued for an hundred days together, 
he plentifully wept, in the fight of all the 
people; aiter this, appearing! dejeQed, that at 
a ſacrifice (which he prepared) the victim had 
ſtole away, and bn thunder had been heard 
in a ſerene and unclouded ſeaſon; he ſer our 
tor the country of the ' Sabines, and, falling ill 
by the way, caſt up his eyes towards heaven, 
and expreffed fome uneaſinefs at being ſo ſoon 
obliged to part with a life which had never 
been ſtained with any ſin, but one. What 
that alone matter was, which made an impreſ- 
ſion on his conſcience (ſince he let the ſecrer 
die with himſelf), it is but an idle peice of 
work to form a conjecture: Some were pleaſed 
to fancy that he had had a criminal correſpon- 
dence with Domitia, the wife of his brother 
which troubled him; and others imagined that 
he ſorely repented the not having put his bro- 
ther Domitian to death: But both theſe are no 
more than the prints of a dream; for Titus 
bad too much honour to be guilty of the firſt, 
and too large a fund of good nature to commit 
the latter. Was I to make a judgment in this 
caſe, deducing it from his incomparable ſweet- 
neſs of temper, I would ſay, it was the preci- 
pitate execution of a few perſons for à tale ot 
treaſon, that afflicted him. Dying in the for- 
ty- ſecond year of his age; he only reigned 
two years, two months, and twenty days. 
His death was no ſooner publiſſid, than the 
whole empire mourned in fnth a mantiet, as if 
each particular perſon within it had loſt a near 
relation out of their own family. And the ſe- 
nate, without ſtaying tor an edict to aſſemble 
them, immediately run to the houſe, and there 
heaped upon him ſuch ſubſtantial honours, and 
expreſſions of gratitude, as they bad never be- 
fore paid even to a living emperor. There 
was a flying report that Domitian had poifon' 4 
him, and the world gave it the readier credit, 
becauſe they knew he had all along been ſtu- 
dying how to diſpoſſeſs his brother. O 
aſſure us, he died of a fever; bur in fe, 


— 


the ſtate of the diſcaſe did not ſeem deſperate 
Domitian, to haſten, his 
trunk full of ſnow, Be this as it will, it is 
certain, that Domitian ordered all his domeſ- 
ticks to leave him, before he was quite dead, 
and went himſelf to the city, where he took 
the title of emperor, and gaye, the, uſual lar- 
geſſes to the ſoldiers... As it is natural for the 


common. people to make their Fes. Aon 
C=- 


all events, they now drove the compariſgn be: 
rween the length of Auguſtus's reign, and the 


ſhortneſs of this, ſaying, I/ Auguſtus Had not, 


lived ſe long, he would ot have met with an 


degree of love and reſpet? from the Romans; nor. 
75 P 


world Titus have merited_ ſo mach {ave aud e. 


teem, if he Had not died iu the flower of his age. 


Auguſtus, (added they) /þirjted up by ambition, 
travelied through rivers 4 Hood to get at the 
throne; but afterwards he had time enough to 


convince the world, by lenity and generous me- 


thods, that thoſe cruelties were not an effet of 
his natural temper. On the contrary, as Titus 
begun his reign with an incomparable mildneſs, 
he did not die till he had acquired all poſſible 
glory and reputation. And this, perhaps, he 
might have loft, had he not fallen ſo ſoon, for a 
long ſeries of time might have. taught us, that 
we were more obliged to good luck, than his vir. 
rue. 8 7 
Titus was a man whoſe out ward majeſty 
and ſymmetry of parts were a mirrour, where- 
in one might clearly read the excellencies of 
his mind. Though the Body 1s not always a 
true Index of the Soul, yet, viptue, worth, and 
every other aimable diſtinction were ſo èvident- 
ly drawn upon his countenance, that it was 
not poſſible for any Perſon to look at him and 
be guilty of a miſtake. He had a perfect ac- 
quaintance with all the arts both of peace and 
war, and a ſingular regard for every man, that 
was but eminent in either. And he ſo dex- 
trouſly underſtood the ways of neff; char he 
was the firſt prince among the R Han, whom 
the craft and maſque of miniſters rt ngt able 
to beguile into any art, that was gither:ctuel, 
mean, rapacious, or of detriment to he faþ- 
ject. During his joint adminiſtration with I 
paſian, he had been ſubrily led into ſome pied 
ot cruelty; which, nothing but that idle chi 


called neceſſity of ſtate, could vindicate; a 


* 


% 


* 
5 


5 
— 
* 


fairs. But as to the inſplent direction, he was 


death, put him into a ſo far from taking any notice of it, that he re- 


turned the Parthian. a very civil anſwer, and 
in the ſame manner ſuperſcribed, viz. Flavius 
Veſpaſian, to Arſaces king of kings, greeting. 
As he had now ſhut the temple of Janus, and 
was at peace with all his neighbours, he 
thought it would be but an imprudent ſtep to 


. 1 | 


involve his people in a foreign war. 
Having often admired the ſoul's faculty of 
divining in dreams, I here ſhall, to one of Ye/- 
pa/ran's, add anotber of my own; in regard, 
it terminated in a different manner, with two 
other perſons, (that had the ſame dream) than 
It did upon me. Veſpaſian dreamt, that he ſaw, 
a pair of ſcales hanging even, in one of which 


ſate the late emperors Claudius and Nero; and 


10 the other himſelf. and his two ſons, which 
he underſtood thus, Claudius and Nero reigu- 
ys twenty ſeuen years, &6, and I and my ſons 
hall enjoy the eanpire for mach the ſame ſpace of 
time. And it fell out accordingly. When l 
was about nineteen years of age, I dreamt, 
that I ſhould die within fourteen days, Which 
elapſed. I concluded, I ſhould die at the end 
of fourteen years, but then it was my eſtate on- 
ly that took wings and fled away. Long be- 
or 


e this period of mine, a private perſon had 
the very ſame notice; and, on the expiration 
of the fourteen years, became emperor of 


Germany. And it is, I think, within theſe 
eight years, that a young Lady, at the court 
end of the town, had the ſame warning, and 


actually died updn the fourteenth day, which 


ftory may till be feen in the news papers of 
that year. 

Veſpajian being a man, that in caſes relating 
to himſelf, always preſerved an exceeding 
gaiety of temper,. when among other preſages 
that ſeemed, in the eye of the world, to 


{threaten his death, a comet had appeared, and 


* 


the ſepulchre of Auguſtus opened of itſelf. The 


latter, ſaid he, can only refer to ſome one or ot her 


of fo ee Auguſtus, and tbe other, of right, 


F ng of Parthia, who has a "aſs 


be 
hea of bain And on an illneſs, which ſoon a 


ter ſeized him, he gave a ſmile, and by way of 
es je upog the conſecration of former emperors, 
,  tpaks theſe words, I vow this diſeaſe is going to 


a 5 
d. 


makra god of me. The minute before his death 


theretore, after his acceſſion, he reſolved to q he got up upon his Feet, and ſaying, An empe- 


truſt to his own Eyes and Ears; which made 
him an univerſal bleſſing to the people. | 
This anticipation of the ſhort reign of Titus, 
will, I hope, be favourably accepted in a work 
which mutt needs end with the hiſtory of Ve. 
paſian, and had no other way of doing honour 
to that valuable man Titus, whom heaven ex- 
alted ro be the miniſter of his juſt wrath a- 
gainſt Feruſalem. And now I return to Veſ- 
paſran. « The king of Parthia being under a 
28 apprehenſion, that the Alani, who had 
Plundered and waſted Media and Armenia, 
would, in the end, fall upon him, writ a let- 
ter to Veſpaſian, ſuperſcribed thus, Arſaces, 
king of kings, to Flavious Veſpaſian, greeting ; 
and having, in this epiſtle, demanded an aid 
of men, together with one of Veſpaſian's ſons 
10 head them: The emperor only faid, I have 


. to do with the care of other people's af 


tor ought to die ſtauding, expired in the arms of 


his courtiers; after having lived ſixty nine 
years, and reigned ten, wanting ſix days. 

All Authors agree, he had but one fault, 
and therefore we may well allow him a rank 
even above Auguſtus himſelt; Veſpaſian was 
a man of ſuch an undaunted ſpirit, as could ne- 
ver be ſhaken or moved with ſuſpicion and 
fear, nor libel and reproach. Being told by 
his miniſters, that Merins Pompoſiauus claimed 
an emperial deſcent, he immediately ſent for 
rhe man ; and, to their great diſappointment, 
made him Conſul, and ever after treated him 
with eſteem. He not only gave a liberal edu- 
cation to the daughter of his enemy Y:rellins, 
but paying down a fortune for her, had her 
{plendidly married. OfficionsSycophants brought 
many conſpirators before him, but no one of 
them ever ſuffered by his counſel ar command. 
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Let them go, faid he, if they were nut fools, they foot of a jeſt, When Demetrius the Onic, 


would not ſeek to entangle themſelves with the not only ſhewed him no reſpect, but vomited 


plague and burthen of an empire. Nor in all out a number of 7 he words againſt 


his time was any innocent perſon executed, him. Friend, ſaid Ve Paſian, thou takeſt a great + i 
whom his artful miniſters had not firſt blacken= deal of paint to provoke me, but I am not a Man 


ed in ſuch a manner, as made him think the that can kill à dog for barking. His miniſters 
intereſt of the ſtate required they ſhould be having ohee endeavoured to fix a crime upon 
put to death. He always ſigh'd and ſhed tears a perfon who had a large eſtate, and the de- 
at the ſigning of a dead warrant, be the guilt fendant's advocate, among other impolite things, 
of the malefactor what it would. Princes who faid, What is it to Veſpaſian, if my client be a 
truſt to partial notices, will often be deceived'z rich man ? Ye/paſian only commended the juſt 
they, therefore, ſhould, in many cafes, take an warmth of the lawyer, and ſaid, He was an 
information from the ſpirit of the people; for honeſt man. Mucianus aſſuming on the ſtrength 
tho' it may ſometimes happen, that as a noted of former obligations, frequently uſed him 
liar among the dogs (pardon the ee tudeneſs, which veſpaſian but ſmiled at, 
has now and then put the whole pack upon a and aftetwards arguing the matter with him in 
cry without a cauſe, ſo a cunning inſinuator a private and friendly manner, he would ſome- 
may lead them into a precipicate deluſion: times clofe the remonſtrance with theſe words, 
Yer, as ſuch a thing never laſt's long, and but And pray remember I am but a man. In ſhort 
ſeldom ariſes, a prince may always rely with Veſpaſian was never exceeded by any heathen 
greater ſafety upon the mouth of his people, emperor, his own ſon Titus only excepted. 


than any particular ſet of men. And as to con- To the only wiſe God our ſaviour, be glory 


tumelies, whether verbal, or reduced into and majefty, dominicn and power, mw and 
writing, he conſtantly received them upon the ever. Amen. FF A | 
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Writings of FOSEP HUS, 


V 1 Z, 


His Antiquities: of wha Fews ; his own Memoirs ; his Hifſtor 
of the Wars ; his Books againſt Apion; and his Diſcourſe 


in Praiſe of the — 


A | 
ARON who hs was 


ſucceſſion from him 
his ſons, and their death | 


his death 
Abalone or Abeſſurus 
Abbarus or Adarus judge of Tyre 
Abdaſtartus king of Tyre - 
Abdemon the Tyrian 
Abdemonus 
Abdenago or Azurias 
Abdon ſucceeds Elon as judge in Iſrael 
Abel his hiſtory 
Abumerigus his hoſpitality | 
Abeſace recommended to David 
Abeſalom the ſon of David | I 
flies to Getur on the death of his brother 
Abeſalom is recall'd by a ftratagem of 1. | 


rebels againſt David MY 


purſues him 
his army is defeated 
his hair catches in a tree 
| where he is ſlain by Joab 
Abeſſæus the prother of Joab 
commands part of the army 
Abia King of Judæ 
ſon of Roboam or Rhehoboam 
ſucceeds his father 
overcomes the Iſraelites 
Abias king of the Arabians 
Abiathar ſen of Abimelech 
exerciſes the prieſthood 
abdicates the ſacerdotal office 
Abibalus king of Tyre 
igea married to David 
igæa mother of Ameſla 
ilmarodochus 
imeleck becomes a tyrant 
endeavours to reduce Sicim 


e is killed by a woman 
Abinadab the Levite 7 


un S conſpirac 
7 or Abihu the ſon of Aaron 
ner the ſon of Ner 
aſſiſts Saul 
brings over Iſrael to David 
Ab ſlain by Joab 
Roram or Abraham the ſon of Thurra or Terah 
leaves Chaldea 
Fin into Canaan 
iſtory of Damaſcus 
journey into Egypt 


conſecrated to the Prieſthood 62 


490 


8 from Lot | ibid 
God promiſes him a ſon 16 
he defeats the Aſſyrians ibid 
his death X 2T 

OA ſee 8 | a 3 
uncherries king of an ccuchres queen 747 
Achab king of ire _— q 202 
: 2 prov'd by Elias 203 
fights Adad and overcomes him 206 
ain by the Syrians 20S 
Acharus yd Achan is ality of theft 95 
his puniſhment . | 97 
Achazes vw | 5 226 
Achias the prophet . 294 
Achiala 3 of Ozius 8 224 
Achiba mother of Manaſſes 233 
'Achilaus the ſcribe I 172 
: Achilus the ſcribe 153 
Achima the wife of David 143 
Achiman ſon of Berzæleus 121 
, Achimas the ſon of Sadec 5 165 
high - prieſt | 240 
Adhimetech the 3 lain by command of Saul 138 
_ 'Achitob thehigh-prieſt 181 
eech one of Abeſalom's abettors . 16K 
0 gives him bad advice ibid 
2 afterwards han s himſelf 167 
Ach nids a chief man in Tram 257 
Achratheus the eunuch + - 261 
eme her letters to Antipater and Herod 416 
ber death 419 


Acton the ſonof Araph one of the ſons of the giants 153 
attacks David and is {lain by Abeſle ibid 


Actium, the battle there _ 36L 
i that vifory in the eighth year of Herod 362 

Ada the wife of Lamech 9 
Fe the ſon, king of Syria, beſieges Samaria 205 
ieges it a ſecond time 206 

falls into a deca ing ſtate of health 216 

* or Adad king of Damalc 157 
Adam created 7 
> 2; ibid 
Aderus the Idlumzxan - 197 
Adonias affe&s the kingdom 176 
flies for refuge to the altar 177 

deſires Abeſace to be given him 180 

is denied and put to death ibid 
Adonibezech king of Hieruſalem 102 
is taken and mutilated, of which he dies ibid 
Adoramus prince of Amathe 158 
Adramelech ſon of Senacherib - „ 
Adrazarus king of Sophine 155 
Abutius a Decurion | $01 
Egiſtha the wife of David 176 


I N D E X. 


n kings called Pharaoh's for 1300 = 191 Alexander goes thither 26 
Aigyptia 0 or \ 2 dn. 0 Et 
Deere their ſacred tr 40 Ee ere great priviſoges — ibid 

not lawful for 12 to deal in cattle. 39 is paſſage over the pamphy ſian . 50 

temples numerous 1 them „ his arms preſexved in Diana's temple 290 

Egyptian a falſe propher OO I $30. lis deach.and diviſion of his empire 268 

put to flight b Felix 487 2 the ſon of Phaſael and Salampſio 439 

ptus a ak ſo called 748 Alexander (Tiberius) ſucceeds Fadus 482 

i Sa Hus ſent to Cæſar 3 is made procurator of Judza 590 

 Amiligg Regulus conſpires w- K Cal ** 457 "1 afterwards of 595 

A commonly call'd Arte, cceeds 400 & then præfect 670 
W's yt between Salomon 8 Doggy 190 Alenander Zebinevs king.of Sy Syria 30 

* ant of Alexandkas : 359 Ir. Ne vanq uithed a ſlain by Grypus 114 
Ethiopians their great riches 191 Alexandra hes the admiration 32 

their queen comes ro Solomon ibid is ſeized with a vioſent ſickneſs 322 

neighbours to the Arabians „ 21 (dies her character, &. 323 
#zelus fon of ſoctan II Alexandra daughter of Hyrcanus mother to Aritobig 
Agag king of the Amalakites ſlain 130 and Mariamne 356 
Agar and her fo A driven out by Abram, x8 D verites to Cleopatra 
aer che ptophet 274 - ſends hex ſons and daughter 5 birne Antony 

Feen after the captivity A l 
Agones t they were | 371 zs in ſhew recondiled to Herod ibid 
by whom inſtituted ibid attempts to 7 Frome Egypt 359 
Agrippa (Marcus) his favour to the Jews 275 ſuſpected by Herod , 360 
magnificently treated by Herod BN £ bewails the death of her fon 359 
his expedition 161 informs Cleopatra of Herod's treachery | 1bid 
1 is ſpeech at Hieruſalem >. is ſeized , ; : 360 
v7 rms the Jews privileges' - 1383 ; (Forth Mariamne 15 369 
LES \ is 1 in their favour . oY _ mY N her 77 death ; 370 
Agripga Claudius big poſterity and death | Je Akrandes wha wife of Aiexänder Does tales on ber 
Agrippa the great 5 of ler̃od 49 the adminiſtration 75 e 321 
Agrippa che ſon of Ariſtobulus 439 heuer drraſe iS — 323 
the varieties of his fortune 440 Alexandra daughter of Phaſael kar marriage 440 
thrown into bonds 443 Alexandria the fituation thereof 274. 
his —_— grandeur predicted 444 in great meaſure inhabited by "Jews 271 
he is ſet at * and ſent to govern 446 Julius Cæſar tecognizes their n. 762 
created kin 448 Alexas | 408 
behave wel 469 Alexas husband to Salome 1bid 
N his magnificence at Rome __.. _ _ tbid Alexus Selcias | 430 
ſent to Claudius by the ſenate 420 Alisfragmuthoſis king of Egypt 17 
bow he preſuades him . bid Altarus the Jew 3 
returns to his kingddoon 4 Altar of burnt offerings _ 353 
b clog by Claudius to Herod's dagen, 472 a 5 a „ 
is elogſum - 0973 alekites attack the Ifraelites 5 
* his munificence to the citizens of DEI. but are overcome | Ml 
= be is a lauded as a god Aman vexes the glows 26x 
| PP 85 4 0 
DO ives à grand feaſt at Cæſarea _tbid invited to dine with the queen | 262 
| fis reproof of flatterers A igns the Frucifixion of Mardochzus 263 
his death ibid dut is himſelf crucified _ 264 
0 his poſterity ibid Amram the father of Moſes | 40 
Agron Fontijus 726 Amaramus or Amarus - 477 
"Aicamus the Gather of Godolias 240 Amarinus made king 202 
An. beſieged and taken 97 Awaſias king of Juda 221 
Alani, a people ſo called 885 . 732 _ makes ſtar on To oab or Joas 21 
Albinus procurator of Judaea - 488 overcome by him and Nt at Zachim 223 
| Alcimus 0 or 3 high _ 291 Amaſias king Ahaz's ſon © 226 
no; SH A to [ Jemitrius | 2 Amaſias king of Juda = 227 
2 po he” 15 93 Amathias ſon of Canaan ONO | 13 
Alcyon a phyſician Rs 413564 Ambition and avarice what evils they occaſion 152 
Alexander Alabarcha © © 4382 AmbiviusM. procurator of Judza 433 
Alexander fon of Alexander by chptyrs 566 Amenephis king of Egypt 747 
Alexander ſon of Antiochus W tanmgt 297 Arella the nephew of David 167 
called Balas . 154 his ſubmiſſion to David 170 
- his. head ſent to Prolemy 7. 302 Ameſles ſhin by Joab 171 
? his letters td Jonathan 294 Amilla the ſon of Jethran 179 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus ſons of Herod chown. into Ameſſes queen of Egypt 147 
;-P priſon | 401 Aminadab a Levite 120 
| put to death by ſtrangling 406 Amitala wife of king Joſias 235 
Alexander the ſon of Herod _ 129 Amonius flain 3oL 
Alexander the ſon of Ariſtobulus Ibid Amnos or Amnon ſon of David 18 
| makes a ſtir in Syria 7461; deftowers I hamar - . 16: 
takes arms againſt the Romans "$34 is ſlain by Abeſalom 5 263 
8 by Jonas ibid Amos king of Judza 85 — 
ain by comman mpey 536 Amphitheatre built by Herod the Great near Hers gn 
ner the brother of Ariſtobulus | 5 Fer f 37¹ 
his death 529 Amraphel i — 

his children | ibid Anacharis an Aſſyrian captain | 1 6 3009 

Alexander the ſon of Herod his oration 389 Ananelus made high-prielt Fact; 25k 
marriage of his ſifters 40 quits that office | WR 357 
Alexander Jannæus king of the Jews 319 is reſtored to it *© | 13 | 
{edition againſt him ibid Ananias made h: 'gh prieſt Ny 
his expedition againſt Prolemais 316 ſent priſoner to Rome i 484 
firnamed for his cruelties Thrakidas 310 is with his brother put to death, _ 4 
his death 320 Ananias the ſon of Onias 7 2 
his poſterity ibid Aananias the fon of Maſambalus 69 
Alexander Lyſimachus Alabarcha 471 Ananus the fon of Ananus 
Alexander the Great ſucceeds his father 266 his elogium | 
his wars in Aſia 267 his flight to Titus 
ſends ambaſſage to Hieruſalem ibid 


Ayanus the highi-prieſt 
671 eee 


reinſtated 64 
his death i . xt £.1.4:6 00g 
nanus ſon of the hi heprietacculed | b 12g. 
nus ſon of Bamadis '. :it:ob 698 
\nanus one of Simon's guard tg ins 299 no oh. 
nanus governor of tne temple 
Angnus the ſon of Jonathan 6 fl At 
nchus king of Gitta oy 21198 
ndreas commander of the 4700 as © 1,996 
Andromachus repuls d by Herod i: 141202537 397 
Adronicus the ſon of Meſſalan 5 = 5 300 


Angarians referred to the Jews by Demacrius - 298 
Angels acconipany women 


$&x # | 45 Gen 44 | 9 
Anileus a Jew at Ba ylon erat iT „ eb ee 
Anilæus e n ee 
Anna mother of Samuel © M n el 
Anhibas author of a {edition | 477 
Annius takes Geraſa r 665 
Mlinucianus 457 


Rufus procurator 


Anngeus or Enoch 
Arejas flain 


Antigonu: after the death of Alexa * POTTY Alta $9 
4 his fleet beat by that of! folemy, 1 8 
"ID the fon of Ariitobu 12 7 5 SO 1379 

onus. accuſes Hyrcanus ti er aa 
e yy Herod 0 342 


wg as, rewards co the Parthians o N 


346 
I at 41 H rcanus's ears 2 d la, ; 
AE defaatd Herod's ORE eg Pali, 7 


825 ſuhmits ro, Socius ee ee 55 
8 ie Bund to Anchony © 5 Ibid 
vs his crimes i 
| ut ta death by the Romans e,, 
aaa "their deféctions from. Demetrius 342 
$0: their 1 Jew WE - 
neioch the hird city in the | 19 
ſk 7% Jacen Nieator ein the Jews git tine 276 
Wok. 18 burn vwrog 20 abt Be 
Antiochus king" r 1 
83 accuſed 2 pan don d 


$74 
Antiochus Karst ang ig againſt dun bose N Mp + 
Þ defeated and lain 

AnciochusDyoniſius forth f K Kletocton Grypus 3 320 
becomes king of Syria x + 

expel!'d and ſlain e 
Aatiochus E piphanes makes an exltiiphinteByy pr 283 
| rakes Hieruſalem and ſpoils the 125 | bid 


cruelly opprefles the Jews.” mo ee 
marches Into Feria r; en cart 488 
derermines to root out the en at dis return ibid 
beſieges Elymas „ F 

I falls lick and dies? _ big 
Antiochus Eupator invades fads et s +" ft 
; ma es peace with Judas 1 
: breaks his faith _ ibid 
--:--W Han 1 291 
Antiochus Gry pus ſon of Demerrius doter T3 
his death ee 
Antiochus the G reat | A 276 


hi- edicts in fayour of che Jews 24S q28 


his wars with Prolemy, Philopater 45h bo 
he marries his an to Pr tofeny”” 
Antiochus Philometer 2 


AntiochusPius the ſon of Cyziceams wareaginitenchu 
: | Teer & * 5.35 41 318 
is ſlain nf n eee bid 
liebe Euſebes brother of Demirriuy 28 Hieru- 
;  falem 5 45 
raiſes the ige. r 1 72 


N marches againſt the Panthiags and as ſlain big 
intiochus Theos crowned when vety young, and Ras 
friendſhip with Jonathan . 03:11. 290 


| trap an'd þ i e ** 
Antiochu aer 1 


$ 3 uncl Grypus.- 4 * 
Antipas the ſon of Herod 9055 £ 35687 
, tetrach of Galilee rig unter op — 
oes to Rome . oc 


. Ow his dominions were wel. 
5 declared king by Herod 700 kia fa 
A ſeized and flain | col (dall de tad 
Atipater the ſon of Herod 
55 ſent to Cæſar at Bome 


4 by letters incitesHerod againſt his e A 
15 oo the ruin of Mariamng's children 386 
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Antipater a Samaritan 


Acitcpater-rocalled fron Remes e 


II admitted to a ſhare of cke admin 407 
1 conſpires against his father © | 


411 
brought in juigment before Variun arg 
ſuffar d to mal ale his defencs a0 love ibid 

. ſeized and ſlain 27 419 
Antipaer the Idumzan father of Aten E 
; excites the princes againſt Aritovals 5 2 
1 relieves Gabinius ** = mot eninlgg 
£0 raiſes forces for Cx ar -2 ICI! 51618 
978 made a citizen of Rome by him £17 14338 
2;> devides the country among i hir N Data 2 
72 E Nee 1 
889 is great deeds 43959 334 
is taken off by poiſon i 321 


Antipater the ſon of Phaſael 8 9 
Antipater ſon of Salome accuſes Aula. e 


2 1 '» + : "4x 

1 ſon of Herod's ſiſter g 
rtipatris built 391 

a taken by Veſpatian | 6563 
Anciphilus his conſpiracy - 4r\ 
his letters to Antipater ibid 

Antonia daughrer of Claudius by Petina 44 
Antonia wife of Druſus her character ibid 
Antonia, tower ot that name deſcribed 526 
Antonius the Centurion rfid "= 


Antonius Lucius. 


Antonius Marcus ( F N his deeds in \ dyn 32 


his and Dolabella's decree in favour of the Jews 338 
comes into Aſia having defeated. Brutus 343 


his letters to Hyrcacius and Fo T'yrians ' ibid 
acquits Herod and Phaſael 344 


puts their aceuſers to death 4 ibid 
greatly affects Herod whom he makes king 348 


his luxury and his de mT OAT 534+ 
Antonius Primus „ i 671 
Anubus an Egyptian god 436 
ApaQinus king of Ægy pt Ore Fi 747 
Apame daughter of _ 9 252 
Apion ambatlador from the Greeks to Cajus, - 446 
Apion wrote poorly and with: ſpleen 760 
his fictions refuted il t ee 1h 
denies his countr N 761 
his ſtory of the Aſs, Head cefred 764 
rails at the Jews, praiſes himſelf 3 I 767 
Abollo his temple at Geza 15 111 #6 318 

| and in the Palatium ? ct Sin 582 
App ollodotus captain of the Garzans | S. eu 2034 
Apollonius Molo an hiſtorla ng 768 
loc ſent to, {poll the temple. uu 
l acknowledges the crime 4 Lolas ibid 
deteared and ſlain . Ibid 


Apollonius Daus or Davus wars nt hands 300 
is overcome and ie 


| Bde. 
Vn his px gfe 471 
his king or E ITS 747 
e from the 0 155 WR faitk Me 283 
. an inſtrument of Eleazar's 8 e 
wlan or Ibſan after Joptha governs Iſrael 112 
Aquiles gave the laſt blow to Caligula b 2 2 b 
Arabians cireumciſe their ſons at tlurteen ,.. 18 
twelve cities taken from theni > 1,,g28 

4 their cities ſtrong holds 111) bid 


a prodigious ſlaughter of chem 


Weid 304 
their women much Wan 5p eds: 411 
Aram the ſon of Shem 


1 
344 


5 to Won 
Aran the father of Lot = ad bald ring 4 
Araſca temple of : | - % 231 
' Araſes king of the Syrian? 11 226 
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des pleads the cauſe of the Jews beforeTetronms 448 
. the ſon of Janæus 5 321 
complains of the Phariſees | ©+*% Wig 
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Gacilius or Cecilius Baſſus aſſaſſinates Sixtus c. 341 Chaleeus ſon of Hemaon 183 
@inna general to Vitelliss 661 Chalebus or Caleb, ſpy of — g 170 
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Crow ſent out of the ark 10 his funeral ar f Ja on Saul and Jonichan, Wh I 
Corus a certain Athenian meaſure is 71 is made King or 2 
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to his liberty ; * 

Tryphon's treachery to bim being overthrown 

in battle P 309 

flies for refuge to his wife Cleopatia ibid 

| dies on his expedition upon Tyre - ibid 

Demetrius Phalereus library-keeper to Ptolomy 2 270 
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baniſh'd the kingdom | 569 
Doriteans 473 
Petronius his edict againſt dem ibid 

Dorotheus the caterer | 274 
Dortus a Jew | 484 
| his perfidy __ ibid 
Draco, his laws 744 


Druſilla daughter of Agrippa by Cyite | 
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| is ſlain | | 644 
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Eleazar, his houſe | 177 
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calls for fire from heaven i 
kis letters to Joram _ 216 
Eliaſibus a prieſt - 8&8 
his death 265 
Elien one of David's ſons : 5 
Mimelich | 116 
Elionæus ſon of Cantheras is made prieſt 1 86 4 
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very ſtudious ibid 
abſtain from the uſe of oil ibid; 
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Eſther taken to wife by the king 22530 
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recovers from a dangerous ets 232 
his death 9 
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aris | Ds ene ibid 
Gabinius e e Rs fi 326 
fent into Syria „ 329 
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Gideon, by what ſtratagems he VEIN his Fears and 
frees himfelf from e e eee 
. his death 80 e eee 
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of a different ſpecies from other men” ibid 
Galaphyra daughter of Archelaus king of Cappadocia, 
married to Alexander ſon of Herod _. 2 
pacing with malice by Salome ras © 

er pride 560 


her grief for ber husband's lien 402 
ſent home to her father with her dower on the 


putting to death of her Husband 408 
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| called in queſtion thereon | 1335 
flies Z ibid 
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Hiſtory its advantage | 418 
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uſed treacherouſly by Herod, lain 364 

| his fortune 365 
Hyrcanus the firſt of that x name who obrained the prieſt- 
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Janias king of Egypt 527 
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Jaboſtus made king | 180 
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dies 220 
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Jeraſa 225 
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its palm trees cut down ; | 349 
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Jeſus the ſon of Tabetus tura'd out of the preftioo 374 
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Jeſus or Jaſon the high prieſt 232 


Jeſus governor of Tiberias 501 
Jelus abdicates the prieſthood: 8 


374 
Jeſus the ſon of Sapphias E 498 
Jeſus the ſon of Gamaliel prieſt 489 
Jeſus the high-prieſt 053 
bis ſpeech to the Idumzans tbid 
Jeſus the ſon of DEmnivs higb-prieſt/ 489 
Jeſus the ſon of Gamala | 649 
Jeſus the ſon of Saphat captain of thieves 637 
Jeſus the ſon of Tibuthus ; 718 
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fa me with Adon ihk 
onchez king of Judæa ies 1 E t 
Joacimus high ler iy A * 5 


Joacimus king of Judæa n 15 18 : 8 5 e 
revolts from the Babylonian 
is ſlain 


Joanves alias Hyrcanus applies himſelf to ray 
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his death 
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Joaza ſon of Boethus high: -prieft 
' depoſed 
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his exploits . 
flain 
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Jonathan ſon of Abiathar 165 
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deprived of the priefthood _ *. 4389 
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made prieſt 2 ibid 
hus — — made a e * 433 
A thereof | 437 
Jo ephus of of a Medicaſter irs up a {edition 504 
Joſepbus ſen of Dalzus 27 713 
Joſephus the ſon of Ettemus 418 
b's ſignal premotion ibid 
| Joſephus couzen to Archelaus 582 
Joſephus Qnzftor 366 
Joſephus ſon of Gorion 610 
Joſephus uncle cf Herod 359 
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is ſlain thereupon | 360 
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ſent into Idumæa 1bid 
his death 351 
Joſephus ſon of Joſephus Herod's brother's ſon 440 
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promiſes a book of cuftoms ind thaie e 
-. at what time he wrote his amiguity .. 
bie birth at what time 
what warks he propoſed to writs on 
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Jaſua bis — * | IN 
Rais death 
Joſgs r by Moſes his ſueceſſor 
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leader of rl Iſraelites againſt the Awglekites 95 
approaches the banks of Jordan 6 
prophecies in preſence of Moſes wd 
ſettles he divifion of the land 99 
his ſpeech to the people beyond Jordan... ibid 
his death 101 
Jofabeth 219 
Joſedech RG 
Jotapata the ſlaughter there on king the town — 
Jotham king of Judza 225 
| his death 226 
Jovan | 12 
Jove temple of him at mount Gerazim | 284 
Jove the Victor | | 470 
Jove of Olimpus > 554 
lrenzeus an orator 422 
Iris or rainbow 11 
Iſaac 16 
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Iſmael ſon of Phabus high- -prieft 4 3 
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Liraelites number'd | 68 
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11 ; 0 by the e Tyrians 746 CAT overthrows his enemies = 
2 Demotrinh damits their payment af ſalt and te daccgadg Mongbazus. in 5 kingdom - 478 
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are allowed by die Romas to collect money for ſa- K. : 
3 crifices, and to make feaſt | 337 Ring of Sidon and Tyre Itobalus 202 
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Alexander the Great permits them to live acchrding method of his governing POT. _ 359 
Es to the laws of their country, free from taxes 267 Kings of the houſe of David how many governed 239 
4% intermarriage with ſtrange nations 2 1 not allowed to be moderately good . abid 
Jews their alliance with the Lacedemonians . 283 King Solomon his palace 189 
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; their ambaſſadors have privilege to ſeat themſelves returns to her country 192 
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at Alexandria | | TE TO {a te Os 
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their diſſention at Cæſarea 487 his fraud rech 24 
their marriages | 771 Labour: all things une 2 e 18 0 54 
ſynagogue =» > 9 724, Laboroſoarchodus RITES 750 
privileges under the Roman empire 1 384 Laboſordachus N 
their embaſſy to Cæſar againſt Archelaus 423 Lacedemonians of the tut of Abraham 281 
the Aſian Jews their embaſſy to Cæſat: ĩ᷑ 3092 their alliance with the Jews eld 5 
2 great ſlaughter of them | 454 Lamech | 8 
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the beginning of their Wars 1 W e |}. ews 339 
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What cities belong to them among the Syrians Phez Laws various ones given to the Jews 68 
nicians and Idumæans L 102203415 108 Laws to be got by heart by the children of the Hebrews 
Judas Eſſenus a prophet | 4 221 $0Y above all things Y 85 
Judas Effæus | > e821 Laws of Moſes to be repeated by the prieſt 4 ibid 
9 Galilæus author of four ſects 432 puniſhment of the children for the crimes of their 
udas the ſon of Aminadab 13 „ 4 parents forbidden by chem | 
Judas Gaulonita ſprung from the Gamalians — 31 lawful to ſell houſebreakers for = by Herod! « 
Judas the ſucceſſor Matthias 63 command 
Judas Maccabzus \ 2" i 75-7 to be rest en high _ at the feaſt of the wig 
exhorts his army before batt 1 04 % 2200008 bernacle 45 
giains a victory „ i, td were to be firongly imprinted in the a by God's 
comes to Hieruſalem | 55 7000 43489 2 command , big 
reſtores the temple to its purity 1288 5 children lifting their hands el their parents 
takes upon him the command of the [67-04 bid were to be inſtantly ſtoned | 89 
un a ſacrifice and reſtores the { , worſhip ibid by a cuſtom peculiar to the ye S ibid 
avenges him of the [lumeans a other. enemies of the tables of them 19 LL, 91 
his people % 5 vw” 6100 ' ſummary of them ibid 
beſieges the caſtle at Jervfoleat | 585 = 15 290 tranſlated into Greek adn P chen Philadelphus, 
is ps high-prieft | if 292 king of Egypt „ N 890 
holds correſpondence with che Romans - | 4:98 | Lentulus his decree in favour of the Jews a 338 
wages war with Bacchides 2494 Lepidus killed by Cajus Vo ; 6/53 $24 wr 457 
dies , ...--zbig Eepidus Larcius 9111 1 
Judas ſon of Capſzus geg Lepers held in great ede by els nations. 67 
Judas fon of Sariphæus ä | the Samaritans obliged them to reſide at a diſtance 
Judas ſon of Eliasbus high-prieff . 2 2 365 from the city c : . + FLÞ 
_ the ſon of Ezechias + 291055 WEE their advice in a famine ö | ibid 
das ſo af Exechias Archileſtas: . _ Levites the holy exempt from all taxes + + 68 
Judges of the Hebrews called alſo 3 Levite, his wife deflour d by the ien e 
| Levites tribe of them 67 


Levites and Prieſts what was permited them by. God 77 


Levites their cities | 77 
Law given in the mount | 5 5 
carried in the mount of RIF 72 
laid up to be reſerved in the palace © abi 
e of the jos on the ſtubbornneſs of their children 424 
the book of them found ibi 
tha books of them wrote by Gelees 183 
Liberius Maximus governs Judea . . 731 
Libys n 13 
29 the variety of them 
Letters of the Greeks whether from Cady: and the Phe 
nicians 743 
Livia called julia by 1e 390 
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Longus his e 0 * 
Longinus his extraordinary fortitade | mur 8 
Longinus a tribune e 9 
Longinus Caſſius preſident of Syria nr 7-4 
0% Bal His wife, 17 
Lucius "Baſſas, ſee Baſſus if Pb C108 
Lucullus, the Roman general „ 
Lupus put to deatgn 5 1 471 
Lupus ſulius | 406 
7 om preſident of Alexandria 739 
Lycargus 5 © © 
| Lydda burnt to 11 | bs 608 
Eyfanias ſon of Ptolomy ſlain 360 
1 general of Antiochus 3 Amy * eroops for his 
ſervice L 286 
is flain 292 


Lyſimachus after A eve Jeath obtains the Helle- 


ſpont 26g 
Maccabees their hiſtory 284 
Macedon proconſiilar 599 
Machana wife of Roboam 297 
achzras 350 
9 — people Gicteof engage themſedves wholly for 
the ſafety of Eleazar 5 730 
Machas 14 
Machines made oſs of by the Roese 68 5 
che power of them - ibid 
Macro 443 
Madzans © 
| Mades ibid 
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preſs them 108 
Moyſes wages war a inſt wen 79 

gains the victory of them 83 

their women corrupt the Ilraelites 81 
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Malchus or Malichus king of Arabia 303 
Malicious detraction not worthy of capital puniſhment 313 


Malichus 420 
_ lays wait for Autipater whom he kills afterwards 
wi | 341 
| by procuring him to be poilon'd -  tbid 
a great diſſembler - ibid 

= but killed mw by the wiles of Hergd » ibid 
Mallo 5 
Malthaci mother of Archelaus 424 
Malnel . © 9 
Mambris 16 
Manaemus N | QTY 225 
Manahemus or Monahem an n Eiſene 277 
Manahemus for of Judas of Galilee * 603 
Manaſſes ſon of Ezekias 233 
Manaſſes made prieſt | 278 
Manaſſes brother of Jaddes marries Sanaballer' 1 
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Manaſſe king of Jrda 233 
carried into captivity ibid 
reſtored to his * and s ibid 

Manlius ſon of Lucius 311 
Manna from heaven 1 5 43-1 | 53 
| what the word gnifies 4 . ibid 


2 ſhower thereof fell in Arabia i in ha time of Joſe- 

- pgs | ibid 
Männæus ſon of Lazarus 700 
Manoches 113 
Maræothus 131 
Marcellus procurator of Judæa 436 
Marcus otherwiſe Mureus, preſident of Syria 339 
ſucceeds Sextus Cæſar | ibid 
Mardochzus or-Mordecai, uncle to Heſter 261 
in great honour 263 

0 his mourning 26¹ 
Maria 2 noble lady | 710 
Mariamma ſiſter to Moſes dies | 79 
Mariamne daughter of Agrippa by C ypros iii 4: 39 


Mariamne daughter of Alexander, ſou of Ariſtobulus, 
grand daughter of Hyrcanus, married to Herod 


40 
brought into a diſhke: of Herod 1 30 

her capacity 368 
condemned to loſe her head ibid 

her elogium _ 369 

Marianne daughter of herbe Olympas «it of Herod 
f 440 


— 


Mariamne her children fr: een bas 
Mariamne married to Archela | ; 


>” T8 
repudiated by =—_ V fbid 
* married atrwards to Demeviu Le 473.0". hs 
\ Manon a tyrant to yrians W- 7. $0, 9900060 
M.arſus i of Syria . ns 
Marſyas freedman to Agrippa 29 a 
. Maruelus | = 
_ | Matthias ſon of Afinonzus father to the Maccabees 284 

| refuſes obedience to Antiochus | 285 


inſtructs the Jews that it was lawful to defend 
_ themſelves againſt their enemies on the ſabbath 


| ibid 
encourages his ſons ts the obſerration and defence 
of the laws ibid 
| his death + 286 
Mattathias ſon of Abſelom 308 
123 ſee Simon 
atthias made high - prieſt | 
Matthias Kurtos of 5 | 15 = 
Matthias ſon of M: Jokes | 417 
is burnt to death with others hd 419 
r N ſon of Fheophites prieſt, deprived of the orieft 
hood LY. 
Matthias ſon- of Magalus 4 
Matthias father of Joſephus : 698 
Matthias who falſely accuſed Simon of reaſonable practices 
condemned to be beheaded - | ibid 
Mathuſalas | 9 
Matrimony been laves and free people forbia by the 
Hebrews 88 
Maaimus (Liberius) procurator of Judza 731 
Maximus Trebellius 466 
Mecharas 352 
Megaſſarus 695 
Meirus ſon of Belga 713 
Mela ſent on an e, by Archelaus 402 
Melcha | 14 
Melchiſedeck entertains Abraham at a banquet yp 
Melchiſus ſon of Saul | 
Memphäboſtus ſon of Jonathan has kindneſſes coir 
on bim by David 158 
Menaimus ſon of Judas Galilzus- 603 
Menedemus a philoſopher 274 
Menelaus otherwiſe Onias kigh-prieſt 282 
Mephramuthoſis king of Egypt 747 
Mephres king of Egypt ibid 
Merbalus king of * 750 
Meſas 13 
Maſſalas | 348 
Meſſalina wife to Claudius Czfar _ 485 
Mezraim his ſons, the lands they poſeſed 13 
Metilius a Roman general 04 
Micheps or Micah a prophet | 208 
- thrown into priſon ; ibid 
Miach ſon of Mephiboſtus 7 158 
Michal daughter of Saul given to David in marriage 134 
| adviſes: the means of David 097.0922". 135 
ſafely deceives Saul's meſſengers . is D to 
| David her huſband 1 151 
Militia Jewiſh their love to their country! 4 $28 
Milk preſented to the Lord 1 Abel 8 
Minæus builds Mem 17 191 
Minucianus (Annius] ??: ene 457 
Minucianus my A 159 © 479 
Miracles (M) „ 
Miſaches | 2 1 10 f 242 
Miſſallus oy SW. ibid 
Miſan king of the Moabites oy ns 
Mithradates treaſurer to Nebuchodonoſsr > 1404 249 


Mirnhridates Pergamenus . ccc, to 22 in 


Egypt 1203 hs 332 
Mithradates Sinaves king id alto ffs 319 
marries the daughter of Artabanus ' 3 3 
routs Anilæus and his army > du . 4; 
... taker priſoner by 1 80 2 2 455 
is ſer at liberty by him wo 654 
his expedition into Judza - 17 
Mithridates put to death by the order of _ = 
Modius * 1 \.10's gp eee 575 
Monarchy the nature 8 — een . 
— * oh the Adinbeni frnamed 2 cab th 
his 
Monobazus brother of ban made * * gh on 955 
his death BAL N * f 
Moſochus or Moſoch 


Moyſes his character 


* N D E X 


* his birtf rr | wy £00 COAL | "44 
the: manner ot Bae sene end „ 5 5 18 

3 54 — * — | ibid 
adopted by the queen! „ 
d.. bred up as heir of the kinglloth * PLETE en: ibid 

| holds the hopes of the crown! EY ; Thid: 
has rhe rommand of the Egyptian army confer- 
> red on him, and rours the 'Etlioptans 42 
8 takes Tharkes to wife a 8 

+ - flies from Egypt | gy 5 ibid 


intereſts himſelf in the eevetof the daughters 
of Raguel againſt the „ and take wo 
of them to wife Þ 


ſees the burning — mount gina: ibId 


the deliverance of the ING of _ aſſured to 
ki Wm 1 ibid 
he declares the miracle, owns God's OE 5 


z — öUpU !:!!! „% —— „ — 


Nas king:of the Amonit an 134-5: 39 4 240 


Ib his expedition aganſt the Jews 1 ft en dic 
Nabadus ſee Nadabus Je toad ns r 


Nabad and Abibu conſumed 1 21175-1145 Sy 
bal his churliſhneſs 8 ee 
aboandelus or Balcaſar | 8 245 
Nabonnidus | CCC 
Nabor pollaſarus 8 84 485 194444 £1 Ak 74 
aboſaris Re | 239 
Naboth 10 2: 366 
Nabuchodonoſor ing of Bibyſok +: 2280-5 wo 
ues part of Syria. _ ibis 

commands the Jaws ta pay tribes ibid 

waſtes Jeruſalem | „ 

his dream 22 243 


olden ſtatus ot him ibid 
riven to live among cho beaſts 244 


turns to Egypt his death ibid 
denounces wonderous acts to Phararh- wid Naboth ſlain by Jezabel's directions 206 
conduRs Iſrael out of Egypt | Nabuzardanes ſpoils the temple 239 
Vat their numbers were e ala | and burns it | 240 
his age at that time ibid his action: afterwards 5 
his ſpeech to God filled wh faith and piety 49 Nacebus: a commander of the Arabians 400 
takes the people ſafe over the red ſea = Nachor brother of Abraham en 
cures the bitter waters Nadab or Nabad king after Jeroboam +1 41.2. BG 
begs of God to ſend manns and quail for the 5 4 Nahum a prophet E + 
ple's ſuſtenance © 52 his prophecies of Nicaval 4 
Cauſes water to iſſue from a rock | 53 Naralitia or Birth Games inftituted by the Syrians to ce · 
Ceombats the Amalekites | lebrate the birth of Prolomy's fon , 280 
'* ſhews the tables of the laws which he 8 gifts on that account „„ "_ 
from God to the people 1 575 Nathan ſon of David | „ 
his ſtay of foriy days on mount Sinai ibid Nathan the prophet t... 
the ſuſpic ions the Hebrews entertamed of his long Nahum or Naum a prophet ne WS  * 
ſtay on the fame ibid Nazatites e 
confers the prieſthood on his brother Aaron 62 Nazerei vl . a Vigo ibid. 
offers the victims on the dedication of the taber- Neopolitanus meets king Agrippa dE Wn 997 
nac le | 63 Nebrodes or Nimrod IN oo... 
conſults God in the tabernacle 64 Nechao king of Egypt -- 45 2008 
| dedicates the tribe of Levi wbolly to God's ſervice overthrown by Neduchadonoſor Rs 
67 Nehemiah 9 
muſters all the men of war of the tribes except his love of his count iübdid 
that of Levi, and dire&s the order of their counſels the p eople | _  tbid 
march 68 . his death and elogium | 259 
fends ſpies 1 into the land of Canaan 70 Nephanus h 173 
reſtrains the faction of Corah h 47 Nergelearus | 239 
his juſtice ok | ibid 155 ias high prieſt | 240 
his petition to God den Tree 5 BY Nero made empercr of Rome | 485 
numbers the people „ the moſt cruel ot tyrants ibid 
deſtroys the kings of Sichon and Og 79 he murders himſelf ; 665 
kills the Midiarites together with their kings 83 Netiras the Galilean 628 
deſigns Jeſus for ſucceſſor ibid Nicanor friend to Titus ſlain by an arrow 633 
what he foretold the people upon the approach Nicanor _— 
of his deach | 84 Nicanor ſent by Demetrius againſt Judea 292 
repeats a ſong to the people | ibid overthrows their army 293 
an abridgement- of hes la vis | 8 is afterwards vanquiſhed and flain Ibid 
binds the people by an oath to be obedient to the Nicaſo given in 1 to Manaſſes 2866 


laws 
exhorts Joſhua to lead his army into the nde of 


Canaan *  1bid 
encourages Joſhua further 'before his'death, and 
bleſſes the people ibid 
his boos hidden in the temple | 236 


he diſappeared in a cloud 93 
his death is 'bewailed thirty dayoby che oye ibid 
his elogium | ibid 
falſely ſaid to have been leprous -—+ 67 
his great authority 71 
the ſcope and meaning of his five books 778 
is by Manethon ſaid to be called Oſariphus prie of 

Ofiris, who was worſhipped at Helipolis 788 
eſteemed a divine perton by the rant Mm 

e 


| mou pe: ſonages reer ve wich him 


ed 41705 — 
his deeds 4 virtues 769 
his diſcendants held in che higheſt reverence 177 
Muchzys DIY 261 
Mucianus preſident. of Syria - -—— 28 
Mule, the royal one 7 176 
Mundus Decius deflowers Pacchiſa wiſer to Saturaius 435 
M banithed r 436 
ulcus fee Marcus 1 „ Sn SS 5 
Muſick inſtruments of them de ohh Ae tHee =" 0P3 
— their wars | 727 
Ylgonus king of Tyre 12 8 750 
Naamas d Nen, e | 
New: aughter of Lame; 9 
s Wite of Elimelech | | 4 0 


97 


Nicule queen of Egypt 5 
Nicatum, feaſts ſo Called annually celebrated by the Jews 
in memory of the deteat of Nicanor by Judas 293 


Nico or Nicon 687 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus takes upon him the patronage of 
the Jews | 276 
ulbolicites Marcus Agrippa 3 . abid 
ſent by Herod to Agultus | = 
returns | 
hit harangue to Aguitus i in favour * Arche- 
aus 423 

exagerares the crimes of Antipater ibid 

\ excuſes Archelaus to Ceſar = ibid 
. anſwers the charge laid to him by l. adverſa- 
ries ibid 

his brother Ptolomy 3 

Niger Peralta... 1 698 
his wonderful eſcape bY 6rg 

Niglicarus king of Aſſy ria 245 
Nilus a river 7 

Nimrod ſee Nebrodes 15 ö 

Noarus friend to king Ai | 606 
Noeus or Noah 1 10 
reſerved in the ark | "-. ol 
returns thanks ro God pe -  tbid 
+ God hearken'd to his prayers | Ix 
OP re epts given him « abid 
15 inebriared with wine 42 

his poſteriry ibid 

Nome heliopolitan where Memphis was 746 
Seems whe mother of Roboam h 1 9 


1 --: Norb amus 


L A 


1 N D E 


Nerbiamus Flaccus . 0 8 Sardinians i in favour. Ozias enters the temple to offer incenſe there 224 
of the Jews 5 8 8 „e 392 truck wich name the reh tun8ion 
Norbanus killed 2 Wor 403, TH 0 Wo F A Ai ibid 
Noſta a native of Jeruſalam 236 ne e d 4y 304 
Nemenius ſon of Antiochus 35 Peate the et bail re r Kt e en toomdh, 

| 1 mn H i, 481 

Oath of Saul, the breach of it 8 Ang 72 redeems his wives and ene een priſoners 


Obedamus or Obed carries the ark of gold to his houſe 


157 
Qed ton of Bokx and mh . '- O1 116 
Obedas or Obed a propfma t 226 
Obedias friend to the prophets 5 * 203 
GbimdtfonufJefoboum - 9 198 
Ochoꝛias king vet ; 309 
2 bis death 212 
Ocavia the — 725 of Claudius by M Meſalina 592 
Odeas high-prie : 240 
Oeus king FT the Midians : 83 
= 9 n „ 2 8 27 
Oges or in or wr 7 
"vg ry = bed 2 24 79 
Oges or Og king of Gailznitis and Galadis i is overthrown 
6 79 
Olda a propheteſs FF 234 


Gi! appertaining to facred "YR among the Hebrews 65 
Oil holy, and holy wine preſerved by the prieſts for the 
ue of che lacrifices ſpilt by the authors of the * 
| 9 
Oly us a fratue of jupiter chere | 456 
as daughter Ur grabs: by Malthace, married to 
by oſephus Herod's brother's fon ] | ” *. 08. 
. ſent to Rome 402 
Onias and Doſitheus two an of the Jewy reſtores 


' freedom to the people of Alexandria 703 
Onias ſon of Jaddus ſucceeds his father in the 1 
2 


\ 


bias ſon of jeſus made prieſt | 357 

Onias ſon of Onias erect a temple in Egypt after the 

model of that at Jeruſalem | 299 

his letters to Ptolomy, Philometor, and Cleopatra 
ibi 

ptolomy s anſwer to him ibid 

the damage done to him by the people of Jeruſalem 

by reaſon of his thruſting out the children ef Tobias 

from the city 283 


his flight into Egypt where he erects a AE: and place 


for divine worthip 299 
his temple in Egypt deſtroyed 740 
@nias ſon of Simon high- prieſt 278 
his death 281 


Onias, called alſo Menelaus, prieſt 291 
Onias a juſt perſon in favour with God, who obtained at 


his petition rain from heaven for he Fa 5 325 
©. ſtoned to d eaten 8 ibid 
Opkcires the ſon of Heber 14 

Ophbellius 1345 
Opobalſamum * 795 
Oracle 3 715 

another {bid 


Oracle of the prophets declares the ſlaughter of the pope 


at Jeraſalem 
likewiſe the future deftrution of the city and 


temple 
their prediction of the coming of the Meſſias ap- 
plied to Veſpaſian's reign | 715 
Orebus king of the Midianites 109 


Orodes made king of Armenia 434 
Ornaments of cold worn by the kings of Syria," the ale of 


them permitted to Jonathan high-prieft 304 
Oroniva a Jebuſite 154 


his plat of ground 175 
the place where Abraham was about to ſacrifice 


Taac, and on which the temple i is built ibid 

Orpha name of a place 115 
Orus king of E 47 
Ofarfiph rief of Heliopoti 780 
Oſeas king 226 
s taken priſoner alive 228 
Otho declared emperor 667 
lays violent hands on himſelf ibid 

Oxen golden 195 
Oxen brazen 185 


Ozas killed by a judgment Som heaven for his . 
tion in touching the holy ark 11 

Oꝛvias ſon of Amazias, takes the kingdom upon him on t 

death of his father 1 


his elogium and memorable actions 224 


ibid - 5 


A. 


by the Alanians for 100 talene fo 15771 


Pagorus king of Parthia Ti Ak K 7 . 344 


Re] obtains Syria 11 124% Wie” 

" by the ſtratagems of Hyreanus and Pha- 

83 | | 

roceeds on his march againſt the Jens bY 

is admitted into che eit) and ſlaiiin 350 
Pætus Caſennius preſident of Syria | 731 
_ An, on againſt Comogenes 732 

Pænates 458 
* Ag: 
Pappus Sextas general againſt the Shikioritate OO: 48 
- Philiftines, their Principal e eities GER Acheton, Aſcalon 
and Gitta 13 119 
Palatium a place ſo called ; at Rene 468 
Pallas or Peter 441 
Pallas wife of Herod 40 


Pallas brother to Felix A , | 48 


7 
Palmeta à ſpace of otras plane» with Pals, wee at 
Jericho praiſed 


210 
Pannychis a concubine N 563 
Paradiſe its deſcription | et 7 
Paradiſe the penſile or hanging garden n 750 
Parents died wy of them „ 
honoured by the Jews © . 89 
Parthians maſter Syria, and etablih Antigomus in Jet 

1 

| made en expedition into Judza | ibid 
beſiege Jeruſalem 542 
poſleſſes themſelves of the temple and city abid 

2 deal PET. ibid 
Paſſover 678 


the manner of its celebration, called the feaſt of 

the Azyms celebrated the 14th of the month 
Niſan 66 
the prodigious number of victims offered as well 
by the Jews as foreigners at their ſacrifices 677 
their going out of Egypt, the reaſon of that ſo- 

lemnity ſacrifices 678 
their ſacrifices under Ceſtus the procurator a- 


mounted to 256000 720 
Paulina hut up from the world 435 
Paulinus a tribune 632 


Paulinus ſucceeds Lupus in the government of Alexandria 


739 


plunders the temple of Onias 740 
Pantanius ſon of Ceraſtus aſſaſſinates Philip king of Ma- 
cedon 266 


Peace the greateſt of all bleſſings, and the reward of thoſe 


who keep God's laws of 75 
Pedanius = | P 505 
Pegmata a gate ſo called | 72 
Pentecoſt 1 . $6 
whence it derives its name - ibid 


at which time there was a confluence of Jews, 
Idumæans, Galilæans, and Jews beyond Jor- 


dan, to celebrate the feaſt thereof 580 
notlawfultotake a Journey Ain continuance 

i rot ty 

Res the'whole country thereof taken 661 


Pergamus, the dec ree of the people thereof in favour of 


the Jews 339 
Perjury, in what its e en 105 
Perſians 251 
during the time of their king's pollen kimfelf none 

of the guards to be abſent from duty ibi 


forbid by their laws to have any intercourſe with 


foreign women on 

ſeven ſupreme judges of their laws 2 65 

'- the robes worn by their king x 5 

Plague rages in Judea | 15 

' ceaſes on David's repentance Is 

of mice where and how infected zbid 

'* occaſions golden mice to be made er 

Plays Circenſian 390 

Olympian reſtored by Herod- He 0 1 371 

Quinquennial inſtituted at Jeruatem by 1 723 

celebrated by Titus 1 he 
Petitius Cerealis proconſul compets the 99510 

ſoberly 1 


| 


* N TD E K. 


2 
Petina wife of Claudius 1406/4 9 Phineſas ſon of Eli 
Petronĩus ſent to ar I's cojueCelr, 35388 © ©, exerciſes the ren office ' 
Perronius præfect of Egy $73 ie hisdeath | 
Petronius Publius his e 1 a -ainſt the Doritsanb 473 P es king of parthia un 5 
Phacejas or Phaceas king of Iſfrael! 225 , bisdeath | 
#83 brings great misfortunes Jaw 226 Phrah hataces 
his death | 04,2 120227 Purim feaſt of | 1 it 
Phedra Herod's wife ; mY * to a0? e. 408 Phullus king of Aﬀyrid ;. DIED 225 
Phaalus | Ne, Nat 71 Phutes firſt parent of the Tybiam 4 852 "155 
Phalecus or Phaleg 134 Pllatus (Pontus) procurator of Judea cauſes a fedirion 3s: 
Phalion brother to Antipater zi = makes a great laughter 9 the 88 | ibid 
Phalna David's ſon eee eee and of the Samaritans 141186 
Phannias ſon of Samuel made 1 649 +: places a ſtatue of Czfar i in the city. - ibid 
Pharaoh, a name attributed to all the burden kings 197 accuſed of being the author of murders | bid 
why they were ſo called :. ibid Pio præfect of the City." e — 
the father-in-law of Solomon the laſt hat bore Pithoalus 330 
that name i ibid PFlacidus and Joſephus their ait abour Proteinais 
Pharaſees ſee ſect e i een 1 516 
not unlike that of the Stoics | Placidus his exploits COTS Le þ 214 
their power El WII ibid Plato 
their authority under Aletandris che queen 320 his opinion that poets were to be excluded the 
their power with Alexandria laſted three common wealth ibid 
yeas 342 hende frequently ſucceeds where it cannot make 
refuſe to take the oaths of be to cel 13 amends for the offence 30 
fined for their refuſal ibid Polemon king of Cilicia 485 
diſaffected to Hyrcanus 313 Polemon king of Pontus ; 475 
their traditions not inferred | in che bool of Policy of the Jews after their return from captivity in 
laws | 205 V hat it conſiſted 5 25 . 
more accurate than other writers in z reſpe&t to Pollio a Phariſee CT Rs 18 
what they 1 relate of the laws of their coun- Pompedius a ſenator + VV | 
try 495 Pompey by others Q Pomponius n ON 5 
the people ſtrongly inclined to  fayour them 314 paſſes from Syria to Pontus 3326 
Pharnaces ſon of Mithridates - 1327 inveſts Jeruſalem ſuddenly xy 125 
Phaſaelus ſon of Anti pater | 331 the city ſurrenders it felt "ot 
the manner of his ending his life | 2356 . 1 takes the temple with'a N great death, 0 
Pheldas ſon of Nachor 14 . the Jews 
Pheles king of Tyre 749 is preſented with a golden vine 9 
Pheltias ſon of Lipſus = | enters into the holy of holys 5 328 
Phenanna wife ot Elkanah abſtains from e 7g of ſacred >" ibid 
Pheroras ſon of Antipater by his wife Cypros, deſcended hheears the diſpute between Hyrcanus and Ariſto- 
from a noble family in Arabia 331 bulous concerning the 3 | ibid 
accuſes Herod 


394 decides in favour of Hyrcanus againſt Ariſtobulus, 


hates the children of Mariamne ibid and ſupports that diciſion with an army 329 
draws Herod's diſpleaſnre on him 365 flies into Epirus 33 
throws the fault on Salome ibid Prieſthood the ſucceſſion of it tranferred from one fami- 
commences a friendſhip with Antipater 410 ly to another | 118 
Cconceives a hatred againit Herod ibid of Onias of Helipolis 0 | 22 
baniſhed the kingdom and dies ibid four years interregnum therein 98 
the wife of Pheroras pays the fine impoſed on perpetual except under Epiphanes, Ariſtobulus 
the Phariſees 409 and laſtly under Herold 357 

her compact with other women ibid is taken from Jeſus and given to Simon by 
the freedmen of Pheroras accuſe his wife wit Herod 374 
intent of poiſoning him 411 Prieſts, none were to enjoy che office unleſs deftendariey 
her confeſſion thereupon | ibid of Aaron 490 
Phideas high prieſt | 248 no perſon whoſe mother was A captive capable to 
Philadelphus Ptolomy king of Egypt 275 be elected therein 7 88 
queſtions in Metaphyſicks en 65 Prieſt 68 


him to the Jews 


27 
"Aipy o ſon of Ptolomy marries the daughter of Ariſto- 


ulus 


I 


332 


_ obliged to marry a pure virgin, and not a widow 


ibid . 
forbid to approach the bodies of dead perſons 68 


» killed by his father ibid commanded by Saul to prophecy after having put 
Philip brother of eee, * was left er by He- on the pontifical veſtment 128 
rod 419 prophet and ſanedrin determined i in ſuch matters 
what was given to Caſar 104 ibid where the judges of cities could not 126 
Philip the Galileen £ Ni 628 the parts and office thereof 771 
lip tetrarch of Gaulonites JS 419 his vicar or coadjutor » - 266 
lip ſon of Jacimus 400 many of them at the ſame time xr Jeruſalem pur 
Philip brother of Herod the waagen his death 428 to death 8 698 
his elogium ibid elected according to their lineage "> 771 

Philip ſon of Herod by Cleopatra 408 elected by the factions by caſting lots 64 
Philip brother to Archelaus 582 the order of ſucceſſion taken away by the 8 

Phi lip king of Syria | 31 

lip friend to Antiochus . 291 the right of conferring the prieſthood veſted 1 
Philip king of Macedon his death _ beat Herod brother -of Agrippa king of Chalcis 478 


hilo ambaſſador for the Jews to Cajus 


N of the Greeks agreeable to the laws of Mo. 


the ſucceſſion of high-prieit 490 
the keeping of the pontifical veſt 


477 
p 776 the pontifical garments over and aboye what was 
biloftephanus _ ba 317 worn by the other prieſts _  tbid 
Phinew fon of Cluſorhus whe a the high-prie' _ 
Uneſes 82 32. . bad a purple garment bound with a girdle inter- 
his oration to the people beyond, Jordan 100 woven with gold ibid 

the honour of the prieſthood reſtored to his family Pontius ſee Pilate Sg 
Ph l 18: Poplas | —_ 
_ lon of Eleazar ſtruck through Zimriadd Cosbi Foppæa Nero's wife 488 

a Jance 82 . Porcivs ſee Feſtus procurator of Judea = 
leads the Hebrew forces — the Midianites Precepts of Moſes written in the two tables actawkul to 
e e publiſh them in the ſame number ot words 57 
made Prieſt bend ar log: 761 the 
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I N N E K. 


eke ten commandments written by the hand: of Gd 


deliver it as their opinion, 2. the world is govern'd: 


by chance 248 
Prudence direQs us to oppoſe growing power tho even 
with great hazard to us N 
Pſeud Alexander 7 1 | 
lomy 398. 
Piolom) brother to a N d by hes 360 
tolomy brother to Nicholas of Damaſcus 22 
Prhlomy Epiphanes 276 
Prolomy Evergetes, otherwiſe Philopater or Eupator ibid 
Prolomy ſon of Jamblicus | 332 
Ptolomy Lathurus 7 312 
drove out of his kingdom 317 


enters into an alliance with Alexander 316 


breaks though it ibid 
his great eruelry | ibid 
his fuerifices rid 
overthrows Alexander's forces ibid 


Ptdlomy fon of Lagus called Soter, king of Egypt after 
Alexander 


269 
poſſeſſes himfelt of Jeruſalem by treachery ibid 
carries a multitude of Jews into ſlavery ibid 


Protomy Pkiladelphus 270 


ſecond king of Egypt ibid 
orders the tranſſation of the books of the laws 
of Mofes by. the advice of Demetrius ibid 
reſtores the Jews to their liberty 271 
his letter to Eleazar high-prieit of the Jews 272 
preparesmagnificent offerings tor thetemple ibid 


Prolomy Philometor together with Cleopatra permits the 


W the temple of Onanias 299 
s letters to him bid 
makes an expedition into Syria 301 


Prolomy by the management of Ammonius breaks the 
treaty he enter'd into with Alexander king of Syria, 
and knits more clotely that he made with Demetri ius 


ib:4 

afſaraes to himſelf two crowns, one as king of 

Alta, and rhe other as king of Egypt 302 

Ris death wid 
Nolomy fon ot Menæus or Minnæus : | 326 
dynatt ot Chalcis ; IS 

rakes Alexandria to wite bid 
Prolomy the layer of Simon 310 
and of Hyrcanus's brothers and mother ibid 
Ptolomy procurator of king Herod | 394 
Prolomy Phyſion 282 
Ptolomy Sextus 33 
Pudens jains Jonathan and is ſlain 708 
Puniſnmenr of evil-doers pleaſant to behold 219 
Purple robes made uſe of by the k ngs of Chaldea 251 
and by the kings of Perſia _ ibid 
priviledge granted by Pharoah to Joſeph to wear 

purple g garments 33 
Pygmalion king of Tyre 749 
Pythium a temple erected by Herod 391 

Quadrat us ſee Omidius 


Quintilia her fortitude 458 


Quintilius Varus ſee Varus | 

Quirinus ſent to Syria 430 
R. 

Raazarus 193 

Rabezacus 


252 


Rachaba or Rachab FRG 


U 9 
E to be dividett Beten thoſs who remain in of ws; nl 2 fary d te a1 ibi 
the camp, and thoſe who go to the battle N a9 Rache a N — in ſa 8 1g eit 2 
1 8 — — 1 wa HW: a ſteals her eber ol . j N A > 12 2 ; 
Friniogeniture its law 7H Ps 8 — tines 
Primus Antonius | FE: 1 2 Raga vus on o P haſecus _ 
marches towards Virellius 125 1 Renee os, of * * 23 
rrow ague r- in- law to Moſe BE 2 
Ries; ſick fo == Fo cons ere . a his advice * the government as toes peopl 1e ibid: 
Peivileges Any) 16 he Jews by Alexander 762 Hameſſes king of Egy] nn 010 nein 
Problems propounded to 1 e marriage feaſt for Raglaces & comman 230 
"their ſolution! © © 4 ” his ſpeech ro the people af Jeruſalem | ibid 
Feoculus Vitefnus- 473. Rarhotis King of Egype nr: en 
Prophers falſe ones . by che kings of che Jews 705 * the regilter | 2 2 
* les TO the it | L 
&* , . ee Daniel foretold calami e e kn - Barhuel a” 
| how Sd} is to be attributed to chem 208 ſought in marriage by Tſaac DEW" 
Prophecies of Iſaiah fulfilled 5 delivered of twins ibick 
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel . to each dece wes her husband 115 22 
den eee 239 Recemus king of the;Midranites | 83 
events would not follow as foretold iftke world Return annual of eight million of 0 Kom Czlo 
were governed by chance 24 Syria, POL, . and Samaria, on account of 
preſeucha what it was "Jos tribute | | ; 279 
Providence is againſt the Epicureans, who deny it, and Refuge cities 6f 225 


Regulus Humilius 457 


Rhodes teſtored to its: mer glory by king 3 347 
Ripathes ſon of omar 


WS 

Robees Ring of the Midianites | | os 

Roboam fon of Solomon 5 
ſucceeds his father in the nim | 19 


anſwers the people unad - iſedly by the advice % 
young councellors 


295 
ten tribes deſeit him iid 
builds cities; and endows chem wich Priviledges 

| 1 
his death 88 

Romans a deſcription of :neir am 62. 

Romelia 225 

Hoxanã daughter of Herod by Phazdra 40 

Rubrius Gallus 726 


Rufus Terentius left at Jeruſalem | | 723 
Rufus takes Eleafar | 


730 
Ruma Nachor s concubine 28 
Ruth leeſes corn in Boaz's rounds | 116 
Sabätkes ſon of Cham 4 
Sabbæus | 
Sabbath more religiouſly obſerved by theEffenes hens 55 
other of the Jewiſh people | 58r 


Sabbarical river 727 
Sabbarical year unlawful for ths Jews to ſow cora 


thereon 355 
Sabbatum and Sobbo 761 
Sabbarum 


. 
Sabbatum an Egyptian word according to Apion, who 
upbraids the Hebrews with being * the ſeventh 


day of a grevious ulcer 761 
obſerved by the Jews 609 
that time ſet apart for the diſcurſing and learning 

the laws and rites of the country 3% 
the obſervance thereof taken away 725 
the ſixth hour drawing on commonly the Jews 

dined 26 
a ſlaughter made of the Romans by the ſedirious 

Jews 694 
Anriochus E iphancs compels the Jews to break 

the fabb: 1 $4. 
Eſſenes had a high regard for the fabbarh 586 
not lawful to taue a jorney theredd D 
nor to fight thereon | = 
nor treat of peace 153 44,908 


the evening of the ſabbath, e even in the greateſt 
neceſſities exenipt from arms or warlike enter- 


prizes 185 
he enemies of the 2 fall upon them on je 
ſabbath _ f 


Matthias inſtructs them firſt of the nature of 


defending themſelves from their enemie- "bid 
afrer hi athas _ 

 awhil 3 to repel force by force on the = 

bath 
| but not to commende an attack icin c 
Sabackes fon ron tf 27 ene = 
Sabzus ſou of Bochorias - 5 
is beheaded ET. 


IP N D E N 


gabas father of the Sabeans . 


13 
Sabbion diſcloſed the advice given um by Alexandra to 
N. Her od 


Ketten BPH: 358 

abecus a commander 159 
Sabinus preſident of Syria 422 
, _ accuſes Archelaus e 1 


troubles the Jews 


Sabinus one of the perſans RES in the bing of 
Cajus 


4170 
lays violent hands on himſelf 471 
Sabinus revolts from Vitellius e 
ſeizes the capitol Ir 6 
is killed by Vitellius . ir ibid 
Sabinus the Syrian, a moſt valiant era . 703 
Sabinus (Domitius) one of the tribune: 3 632 
Facerdotal cuſtoms ” 68 


the prieſt forbid to marry a dennis A menial fer- 
vant, a captive, a barren nn or who had 
| loft her virginity | ns | 
his hands and feec were to be waſhed before his 
entrance into the tabernacle of Moſes © ibid 
a ſucceſſion of prieſts during the time of the ſacri- 
fices continually attended nns 888 
the prieſts of Jezabel gaſhed and cut thenifilves 
with knives and lancets 204 


prieſts fucceeded one another n at the 
ſacritices ; py 


no wine drank in the temple | | 
Egyptian preſs alond liad liberty of poſing 


lands _ 
prieſthood among the Jews denoted the nobility 
the family 744 
rewards annexed to the office ibid 
the four tribes among them coniingl each up- 
wards of 5000 men | 766 


8 of the women of the ſaid tribes 744 
bp 


eir cities, tenths, and the portions allotted ” 
them of the facrifices 


gifts to them „ ibid. 
the garment wore by the prieſt that ſacrificed 61 
and of the high prieſt 7-13 l 


families of the prieſts twenty four! in number 177 


W ſamilies deſeended from Aaron, two of = 
youn h 


Prieſts and Levites exempt from all tribute by 
the decree of Zerzes 256 


lawful for the deſcendants of A Aaron to prefume 


the Templum by incenſing wy 224 

being apparelled with the ſacred veſtment not 

lawful for them to drink wine 68 

of the pries of Judæs, as well as their office 

is treated of at large 766 

Sacrifice of Abel compoſed of milk, and the beſt of "his 
| flocks _ 8 

Sacrifices ſome were of a private, "BE publick nature 65 
thoſe that were to vive thanks for a benefit re- 

ceived, in what manner performed ibid 


ſwines fleſh forbid to be offered on ſuch occa- 
| fions, thoſe for recovery of health ibid 
Titus wiſhed that they might omir- the-uſe of 
ſacrifices on ſolemn feſtivals ring the ſiege 

of Jeruſalem ' 0 


705 
their diligence in the Preparations of the 1 75 
fices | 


every day offered for the health and ſafery 
Cæſar in the temple © 58 


589 

the ommiting thereof by the ſeditious Jews 
was the firſt diſguſt taken, by the Romans, 
and the occaſion of the war 1 


ffered by private perſons at their common ex- 
602 


Sꝛcrifices © 
pence 


a cuſtom among the foreign Jews a long time ibid 


the practice prohibited by the faction of theJews 
prevailing at Jeruſalem ibid 
what N were made at private entertain- 
ments by ſacrificere: 
unlawfu] to inſpett what was done with epd 
to che ſacrifices in the temple by lay perſons 
490 
unlawful for the Jo to taſte any meats be- 


longing to the ſacrifice before the victims 
were offered at the altar 280 


nothing to be offered as a a ſacrifice that was 


the fee or wages of whoredomw © 86 
what parts were allotted thereof to the uſe of 
the prieſt 


66 
the holy wine and oil preſerved b the oriefts for 


No 2 uſe of the ſacrifices i pit by e ediivu 696 


Sydducers deny diſtiny contrary:to.the Phariſees . - 399 
their tradition 


by their means the Jews became richer wi 
Sadoch the high-prieſt 


: "13 


168 

Sadducus a Phariſee ſtirs up the Tas to ſedition 431 

Sadraces 2 277 
Salathiel OB 

Salt flown in the ruins of che city wha it was deſtroyed 

111 

che tax ſet thereon, and the golden crown remitted 

by Demetrius 298 

Salampſio ag sl to Herod the Great by Mariamne 


daughtet of Hyrcanus, married to Fhaſael brother's 
ſon of Herod 


ba ater to Ad 
Salatis king of Egypt ot 747 
Salmana a commander of the Midianites 109 
Salmanaſar king of Aſſyria 228 
ö carries Iſrael in captivity into Media and Perſia 
ibid 

invades Syria 81 | ibid 

Saleph the ſon of Heber g 14 
Sales the ſon of Arphaxad 13 
Salome called likewiſeAleraniia wife toAriſtobulus frees 


the brothers: of her deceaſed husband from bonds, and 

- cauſes Aleander Jannæus to be created king 315 
Salome her death 587 

what ſhe left to Julia the wife of Auguſtus ibid 

her yearly revenue amounted to ſixty talents 583 

Salome daughter to Antipater ſiſter to Herod 


54 : 
accules her husband Joſephus © 5 
ſends a bill of divorce to her other husband Colto 

borus 370 

creates a hatred between Herod's children and 

their wives 5 ee 

is accuſed of the ſame before Herod „ 
clears herſelf of the accuſation e 
makes known to Herod the conſpiracy of Anti- 
pater and Pheroras* — 
intimacy between her and Syllæus 396 
forced by Herod to marry Alexas 408 
legacy to her by Herod © 419 

bu much ſhe accepted from Ceſar 428 
Salome Herod's daughter by Llpidas 408 


Salome daughter of Herod fon of Herod the Great 
Herodias, married to Philip tetrarch of Trachonites 


| bid 
atterwards to Ariſtobulus ſon of Herod brother 
6 to Agrippa.. ed 1bid 
Salamon ſee Solomon 0 | 
Samacho married to Izates 478 
Samarglla 5 345 
Samaria city of built, ad whence i it took i its name 202 


beſieged and wonderfully delivered 215 
. there ſo great that a mother eat her own 

on 21 

- .obliged to ſurrender by reaſon of a famine TE 
entirely razed by Hyreanus 313 

he great ſlaughter therein of its inhabitants 525 
Samaritans a colony of the Chutæi fromChuta a province 
in Perſia 229 
pretend they are deſcendants of Joſeph, az being 

of the progeny of Manaſlah and Ephraim his 

ſons 268 

ſometimes they affirm themſelves to be of the 

ſame lineage with the Jews, as that people's 


affairs are proſperous or anlucky 229 

Satharia people of 268 

are called Sidonians in the epiſtle of Antiochus 284 

their origin and diſpoſition 278 
build a temple in mount Gerezim 

Erna the remple bid 


itter enemies to the Jews 


252 
at continual ſtrife with the Jews | bid 
their epiſtle to Antiochus | 284 

Sambada . 255 

Semeas diſciple to 17 Mae 33 
his oration againſt Herod ibid 


" who afterwards held him in the higheſt « eſteem ibid 
AS king of the Emeſians 


475 

Sampſon his birtn 173 
ſees a wife among the Philiſtines ibid 

ſtrangles a lion ibid 


propoſes a riddle at a marriage feaſt 11 
burns the ſtanding corn of the Philiſtians ibi 


berrayed to the Philiftines ibid 
defeats his enemies with the jaw bone of an aſs 
tb) 


carries away the gates of Gaza by * 119 
ampſon 


110 
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1 N D E * 


Sampſon i in love with Dafife 115 
Pen betray'd by her to the Phiſtines, is bound and 
kood -winked, and thrown into priſon | thid 


ulls down the houſe on all that were preſent ibid 
Samuel ki! birth r17 
Bod ſpeaks to him Hy» 


conquers the Philiſtines 
Sant threaten'd by him that the i Kngtom ſhould 
depart from him 9 4.4 
anoints David as king 
called up from the r WY and what he ed 


144 

Ris ſons wicked judges 1 

he is diſpleaſed Kr. the Iſraelites on their demand 

to be ruled b. ibid 
demonſtfates at wen would be the conſequence of 

their being ruled by a king 123 

kis death 141 
Sanaballat otherwiſe called Sanaballetes 266 
takes part with Alexander 7 

his death ibid 

Sangarus ſon of Anathus ſucceeds Ehud 107 
Pry Sanctorum, i. e. holy of holy what it was 59 
aphan a ſcribe | 234 
Saphales a city 182 
Sapinnius | 398 
Sappora wife of Moſes. © 
Sarabazanes 250 

Saramala, ſee Samarralla 

Saraſarus RE 231 
Sarah wife to Abraham 15 
goes to Egypt with him wid 

the king thereof enamour'd of her ibid 

f her death 20 
Sardians their decree in favour of the Jews 333 
Sareas high-prieſt £121." 40 
Sarepta widow, of her behaviour 202 
Samatians, irruptions made by them 3 
aruia his ſons 142 
Saturnitus (Cn Sentius) deelaims againſt tyranny | 410 
Saturninus preſident of Syria 405 
Saul ſon of Chis 7'Y 23 
ſeeking his aſſes meet Samuel ibie 
feaſts with Samuel 124 
Samuel pours oil upon his head ibid 

he is made king 124 
promiſes aſſiſtance to the Galadinians againſt the Am- 
manitans Ws: 

he is ſolemnly inaugurated - = 
marches his army againſt the Philiſtines, and gains 
2 @ vitory f 28 
wages war with the Amalekites 129 

fpares Agag king of the Amalekites contrary to God's 

| command ibid 

| by which means God's anger is kindled apainſt him 
130 
Samuel deelares to him the taking away the kingdom 
from him ibid 

his eruel deed 138 
being forſaken by God he conſults a forcereſls 144 

his 4 147 
gaul a leader of thieves 2 490 
Scaurus preſident of Syria 326 
ſent thither 1 
frees Jeruſalem from a ſiege EN ibid 
his expedition into Arabia 329 
Scenopegia a feaſt 64 
Scopas a commander vanquiſhed by Antiochus 276 
Scriptures, the conformity of Tyrian records to them 749 
Sebas ſon of Hus 173 
Sea waters uſed in purifications _ | — - 
Sea red diviſions thereof 49 


Sects among the Jews 305 
Sedition among the chief prieſts and * prieſts 457 
of Corah and the people againſt Moſes 
among the Hebrews appealed by Jeſus and Caleb 


at Cæſaria between the Jews and Syrians 467 
Sedekias a falſe prophet | 


Sedekias king of ſudæa 237 
deſerts to the Babylanians ibid 
ſends to Jeremiah 125 238 
carried to Babylon 239 
his death 240 
Sedrach | 242 
Sejanus his death | 443 


Slene called queen Cleopatra 322 


* 


Seleuchus after Alena the Great's death enjoys Baby: 


lon 


26 
Seleuchus commonly called Nicator 5 57 276 
| kind to the Jews - ibid 
Seleuchus Soter ſon of Antiochus the Great, commonly 
called Philopator 28L 
Seleuchus ſan of Antiochus Gryphus | 318 
his death Ibid 
Sella wife of Lamech | 1. 8 
Sellumus Tf: TIN 225 
Semegarus | 239 
Semei ſon of Gera 105 
| 8 by Solomon's condingnd 181 
us 251 
Semphronius ſon of Cajus his ofipring | 32 1 
Sem ſon of Noah | ix - 
Senebar one of the kings of Sodom — 
Senacherib wages war againſt Ezekias "Bd 
1.7 des - 231 
Senate of Rome their decree concerning the Jews 293 
one N renew the league with them , = 
another 


Sede Gallus preſident of Syria, called otherwiſe Cefins 
us 


496 

Sepphoris ſtormed - . 
taken by Joſephus | 499 

Seventh year 3 


Seventh day held by the Jews in commemoration of the 
accompliſhment of their rites and laws 


38. 
* elders in what manner received by Pholoms 


27 
their coming to Alexandria a ibi 
by them the law was wrote on skins with golden 

letters ibid. 

they compleat the tranſlation of the books in 70 

days. 2 275 

they purified their hands in ſea-water 3biq 
Serebzus „„ 
Seron commander in Cale Syria 5 
Serpent condemned to the loſs of voice and feet. 8 
Serugus the ſon. of Ragans WII © 
Servilius (P.) his letters to the Mileſian about the Jes ews 
Sethon king of Egypt = = 
Sethos king of Egypt 748 
Seth ſon of Adam EP 9 
Sextus Wr procurator of Syria . 334 
is ſlain 5 | 341 
Sibas 15 : 158 
Sibas freedman of Saul p | 165 
Siearii people of fly to Alexandria 739 
not to be compelled by torments to | acknowledge 
| Czſar for their king . 

Bichon an Nori vanquiſhed 6 et: 78 
Sichem the abode of Jeſus 8 5 101 
Sichemites | 208 
Sichem its vicinity to Raguel _ _ _ . 129 
Siclus what 1 . 65 
Sidonius ſon of Canaan 13 
Standards ef the Romans with Cæſur $ inge 434 


Signs preceding the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
Signs military uſed at the time of offering iter, 
Silanus preſident of Syria | 2 
Silas governor of Tiberias e 
m4 the Jew 
companion to A2 a ĩu 1 der 
ends Agrippa ere 
is ſlain by his orders 
Silas a Babylonian 
ily the people aſſembled there by Johs ' 
on : 
Silvia (Flavius) an imbafſadet - 
Silva (Claudius) beſieges Maſſada 
Silunte ſets the ſacred tabernacle 1 in onder 
Simeon ſon of Gamaliel 
Simon ſon of Boethus 
Herod is enamour'd of his daughter 
abdicates the priefthodd 
Simon ſon of Camithus high-prieſt 
Simon fon of Cantheras hi _ 
_ depoſed from his | 
Simon ſon of Cathlas - 
Simon the Juſt ſo ſirnamed 
8 brother to — 
made - | , 
| taken — his kindte d 
Simon the ſon of Onias high - prieſt dies 


J N D. E X. 


Simon Eſſæus Vate e 22 
Simon ſon of Gioras | K 88 
hazards a battle with the zealots 665 
enters the territories or the Idumæans m an hoſtile 
manner | 666 
taken priſoner -— + - | | | 723 
put to death 465 729 
Simon brother to Judas un SEN ie 288 
overthrows the enẽ ibid 
comes into Galilee = LY ibid 
made general of the army 293 
Simon the tyrant taken and reſerved for a triumph 724. 
Simon brother to Jonathan 307 
his ſpeech to the people . ibid 
made high-prieſt ,',®' 308 
deſtroyed by means of * "ow 
Simon ſon of Abſalom * ibid 
Simon ſon of Azimus — - 684 
Simon ſon of Doſitheus . 311 
Simon general of the N his anſwer to the oration 
made by Jeſus 655 
Simon * N 
Simon of Jeruſalen e 
Simon the magician 485 
Simon otherwſe Matthes ; 284. 
Simon the Phariſee £5 504 
Simon Pſellus | 
Simon a certain man ſo named aſſumes t to himſelf regal 
dignity 425 
Simon ſon of Saul | -"- 60g 
Simon, one fo called accuſes Agrippe 474 
Simonides ſon of Joſephus called alſo Agrippa „ 
Siphar 167 
Siſas a ſcribe alſo called sus 4 
Siſera impoſes a tribute on the Iſraelites 157 
killed by Jael | 108 
Siſines e — 430 
Sobacchis Chettæus 172 


Society or fellowſhip of certain kinds bn to other na- 


tions at Rome allowed to the Jewiſh people by Czlar 


336 
Sodom people of conquered by the Aﬀſyrians 14 
Soemus a tetrarch 410 
Soemus ſucceeds his brother Azizus | —_” 
Soemus king of Ameſa | | 3, 2-FJ® 
Soemus Ituræus 366 
is brought to publiſh Herod's r ibid 
killed by his direction 368 
Solomon ſon of David 1 154 
promiſed to his father 156 
his birth | 1 162 

is proclaimed yon, 176 
acknowledged as ſuch in a ſolemn manner 178 
takes Pharaoh's daughrer to wife 181 
his judgment between the harlots 182 
his power 184 
books compoſed by him - 183 
his letters to Hyramus ibid 
builds the temple . 


upon his finiſhing the conſtruction thereof ad- 
dreſſes himſelf in a prayer to God, and makes 


an oration to the people 189 
dedicates the temple „„ 
builds palaces 189 


expounds the riddles of the king of Tyre 190 
according to the Tyrian writer he could not ex- 


pound Hiram's riddles | 1bid 

and paid a great ſum of money on that account 

ibid 

adorns Jeruſalem and erects ſeveral great eities 

ibid 

exacts tribute from the remains of the Canaanites 

| 191 

builds a great fleet of lips” ibid 

his riches 192 

his inordinate pion for women 193 

Selopas his death x 194 

80 Las es the caſe of his daughters 84 

5 154 

dne of the ſecond claſs | 240 

arint | 270 

0 preſident of Syria aſſiſts Rad againſt e by 

= s orders 351 

Fouba kin des Antigonus priſoner | 353 

ondeas hi 159 
gh. prieſt 

Sparta people * 0 773 


Spoils of the Barbarians affixed to the walls of Herod's 


- temple 12 379 
Stechus freedman to Agrippa | ke 444 
Stor derives its virtue from the ſun and moon 29 
Stephanus ſervant to Ceſar | 433 
Sterility of the earth in the territories of evil kings 157 
Straton tyrant at Beræa 319 


Stole or pontifical garment where depoſited 379 
Subjects perform the ſame things with their prince leſt by 
a contrary behaviour they ſhould ſeem to reproach them 


897 
their manners are corrupted by the example of 
the prince ibid 

Spies | 70 
Spouſe among the Hebrews, the caflont of her unlooſing 
the ſhoe, &c. 11 
Spouſals the manner of that contract varied by Had at 
the requeſt of Antipater 408 
Supplicating God before the Altar of incenſe lawful only 
to the prieſts of the houſe of Aaron 224 
Syrians a puniſhment among them 206 
Sures king of the Midianites 1 83 
Suſa, 7 Siſa . 
Suſacus king of the Egyptians 167 
Fe Jeruſalem and ſpoils the temple ibid 
Sylla 516 
Syllæus an Arab procurator to king Obed 395 
goes to Rome 396 
accuſes Herod to Auguſtus 400 
demands Salome to wife 396 
does not ſucceed in his requeſt * reaſon of his 
diverſity in religion ibid 
his wicked deeds 410 
accuſed before Cæſar by Nicholas of Damaſcus 
40 
and condemned to loſe his head ibi 
Sebi king of the Balinians Is 
Senheredin at Jeruſalem 497 


not lawful to put to death any ſon who was 
not previoully adjudged by them to that 


puniſhment : 334 

Syrians their wages 5 528 
their hatred to the Jews | 

Syrus king of Meſopotamia 159 

Tabzus the ſon of Nachor 14 

Tabernacles the feaſt thereof 187 

celebrated with 3 pomp by the 

ews ibid 


leave given by Antiochus the Pious to Hyrca- 
nus for ſeven days to celebrate the ſame 310 
during which all hoſtilities were to ceaſe ibid 
celebrated by king Solomon atthe finiſhing the 
building of the temple for 14 days 187 
on this feaſt the Jews uſed to bear boughs of 
palm and citrons, from whence there aroſe 


a ſedition 319 
the cuſtom was alſo to pitch tents round the 
temple ibid 
Tabernacle the building thereof 58 
its deſcription 5 ibid 
its purification RG 
ſolemnized at the return of the Jews from 7 
tivit 

Talaris a kind of garment. worn n by Fetter which DG 4.74 
- down to the ground 262 
Tangana 255 
| Tavaus | 14 
Targets cover the left eye ; | 17 
Table golden 273 
ſacred, or of ſhew-bread „ 
Thief obliged to reſtore four-fold 89 
Theft its puniſhment | 382 
Tears ſigns of great joy as well as grief 274 
Tenths law concerning them 84 
Treaty between Antiochus the Great and Ptolomy 276 
Temple in mount Gerezim built 286 
at Pannius in honour of Auguſtus . 375 

of the golden ox 185 


Temples numbers and divinity of them in Egypt 299 
8 foreign ones not to be ſpoiled, nor any of the ſacred 

things 2PP appropriated to the uſe thereof 92 
thoſe be onging g to the Gentiles to be ſpoiled 85 


at Tyre of Herculus and Aſharte 190 
at Athens of the people and the graces 333 
at Bilus at Babylon 244 
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Temples a fplendid one built at Samaria by Herod 3 Tiberius delivers up Egypt to Veſpaſian 670 
| , Fly of Herod's temple | $a Tiberius Nero aw on oh tt 1 3 
that at Samaria built after the model of that at addicted to ſuperſtitions u oe 
Jeruſalem 37 8 - -Enquires into futurity tbid 
one at Heliopolis after the model of « that at . A8 his capacity | 444 
ſalem 6.09 257 his prediction of his ſucceſs 445 
of Diana at — | „ teh nota 00; 00 5 ibid 
of Dagon at Azoth 301 Tigrazes king of Armenia $22 
of Apollo at Gaza. 318 Timabs' king of 599Pe | 5 747 
of Jeruſalem reſtored 5 Zorobabel after the cap- Timidius 8 458 
tivity 250 Timius a Cyprian e 439 
obſtructed in carrying on the ſame ibid Timotheus 5 | 289 
built by command of Darius Hyſtafpes 151 diſperſed with bh . ibid 
finiſhed in the ſpace. of ſeven years 255 Tiridates king of N Wo 
F+ - that built by Herod inferior to the firſt 378 Titius prefident of Syria a, $16 rin ele 399 
SE the ſame ſpoiled by Antiochus Epiphanes 283 Titus ſent to Alexandria. WW 
the ſame being taken by Pompey heenter'd it and brings great aid to? ION . 620 
ſaw what was unlawful for prophane eyes to ſee his piety towards his father : 0s 
but took nothing thence | 533 takes Jotapa . K. 631 
the burning thereof in ſpite of the command of; as 3 ſhewn to Joſeph when taken &35 
Titus 712 ſent againſt the Tarichaans VA £6438 
which happen'd on the ſame day that Solomon's his oration to the ſoldiers „ ibid 
temple was burnt down by the Babylonians ibid is ſent to Rome with king Agios wy: his devoirs 
deſcription of the temple at Jeruſalem - 184 to Galba 665 
the dedication thereof _ 188 the manner in W he diſpoſed his army £63; 
unlawful for ſtrangers to paſs beyond the outer comes to Jeruſalem, and-is in very great. danger 676 
court thereof 186 his extraordinary valour 677 
deſcription of that built and dedicated by Herod his endeavours to preſerve the city 695 
380 and the temple 706. 
Titus enters into the ſanctuary 712 contents himſelf with levelling the works of the 
of Jeraſalem acceſſible to the Samaritans and o Jews, returns thanks to Ks Army, and diſtributes 
ther nations for adoration 254 rewards amongſt them | 5 722 
armoury of David in the temple 220 his counſel to his ſoldiers - _ 702 
ten thouſand drachms out of the temple given to his piety : 723 
the kings of Syria 298 is moved with pity on n the dreadful ftate 
Daniel's prediction of the deſtroying the temple , to which Jeruſalem is reduced 727 
by the Macedonians fulfilled 288 ſaluted emperor after the manner antiently practiſed 
women not permitted to enter the innermoſt parts 71e 
of the temple 127 380 has a conference with the Tyrants of the Jews ib 
Time late. hours * even the abode of our friends acknowledges himſelf God's inſtrument in taking | 
dangerous to us 103 the city 719 
Tephthæus Garſenſis 695 in his journey to Berytus he order'd games to be every 
Turpentine ſome 8 old, coæval wth the world where celebrated h 727 
itſelf 666 comes to Antioch 2 5 ibid 
Terentius Rufus 722 and to Rome | bid 
Teridates king of Armenia by ſome called Siridates 481 who were brought to ſet off This trumphal entry ibid 
Tero a ſoldier 405 his approbation of the hiſtory of ware Ir. 670 
accuſed by Tryphon | ibid his teſtimony thereof „ 
Terrible effects of God's judgment his beneficence to that author ibi 
the 8 of the earth on Corah's conſpiracy Tobias his children thruſt out of the 8 922 
ibid Toparchy three diſtinct governments, one at Samaria, 
1114 great garchquake i in Judæa 362 one at Joppa, and one at Galilee  _ 5 | 
Tethmoſus king of Egypt + 747 Thrachonites people of rebel 
Thummoſis alſo Thmoſis ibid Traditions of the Phariſees not inſerted in the book of 
Thabnæus | 202 laws 2 U 313 
Thadalus or Thadat f 15 Trajan commander of the tenth legion 630 
Thænus king of Amatha 158 Treaſure in David's monument. zil 
Thamar David's daughter 154 Tribute impòſed on the Jews by the people of Joppa and 
married to Roboam 168 other foreign cities ibi 
Thannus 153 the great lords of Syria, Phænicia and Alexandria 
Tharata an Aſſyrian commander 236 appointed as receivers of the tribute 281 
Tharrus ſon of Jovan 12. a capitation tax paid by the Jews 308 
Thaumaſtus 443 ten thouſand drachms of the temple paid to the 
7 heatre and Amphitheatre erected at Jeruſalem by Herod king of Syria 280 
371 three hundred talents the whole ſum paid 281 
alſo at Cæſarea 375 by the toparchies or governments of Samaria, Joppa 
Thegleglaifar king of Aſſyria 225 and Galilee _ 9 5 281 
Themaſius 252 exempt from taxes 305 
Theodeſtes 260 king of gypt remits the tax on the prieſts + 
Theodorus fon of Zenon 317 Antiochus the Great remits the capitation and gol 
Theodoſius 98 | den crown to the ſcribes and ſingers 277 
Theophilus fon of Ananus removed from the prieſthood Tribes their lot 111 
472 Triumphal arch at Rome 72 
Theophilus brother of Jonathan prieſt 439 deſcription of the manner of adorning it oy 
Thermus ambaſſador of Rome 763 Triumphers the manner and place of their reception ibi 
Thermuſa 433 Trophy erecting thereof diſpleaſes the Jews 371 
Theudas, ſee Beza Tryphon the tyrant conducts Antiochus a child into Syria 
Theudibon brother of Antipater s mother 41 205 
Thiras one of the ſons of Japhet 12 his treachery towards him 5 
Thmoſis king of Egypt 747 makes an inroad into Judæa | 104 
Theobelus or Tubal fon of Lamech 9 attempts Simon perfidiouſſy yo" 
Tholomzus ſon of Soemus called alſo Ptolomæus 332 kills Jonathan 3 0 
Tholomæur chief of a band of thieves 477 and ſeizes the kingdom of Antiochus the god, 09 
Thygrammes ſon of Omar 12 whom he was guardian 154 
Tiborius Alexander procurator of Judæa 482 is ſlain ſome ſhort time after at Apamas 281 
Tiberius Alexander governor of Alexandria Gab Tryphon of 


ane 


* « 


Tryphon king Herod's derber E e ih 


Tower of Babel erected in Sennaar, the teſtimony of the 
Sybils concerning it 


12 
Tyrants | e 422 
Tyrannius Priſcus ö 4 45 608 
Tyre building thereof | ." _- 8s 

ſiege thereof by Alexander how long it DN | 
207. 
Tuyrians god Baal n 
their publick and antient Records 750 
their naval power = 9 
their temple of Jupiter Olympus | 190 
temple of Hercules | ” ibid 
of Aſtarte ibid 
Tyre ſo called built by Hyrcanus | 282 
Va 1 
Valerianus a decurion 6375 
Valerius Gratus 433 
Valerius Aſiaticus 494 
Tardanes ſee Bardanes | 
Varro preſident of Syria | — 190 
Varus (Quintilius) preſident of Syria % 564407 
aſſembles forces in order to aſſiſt Sabinus 424 
expoſtulates with the perſons who raiſed the 1 
8 Þ8 
comes to Jeruſalem. to appeaſe U the infurre&ion of the 
Jews : ibid 

Vaſte queen 460 
Vatinius 461 
Veils of the tabernacle their ſignification e $13: GE 


Venationes certain hunting games exhibited : at Jeruſalem 
by Herod 371 


Ventidius Baſſus commander of the Roman army 348 
corrupted by Antigonus 3bid 
ſent from Syria to bridle the Parthians 
having flain' Pacorus: he ſubdues the Parthians 


546 
Veranius tribune of the people 469 
Veriety and truth much diſuſed in. worldly affairs 400 
Veriton, of the holy writ a 


Veipatianus ſee Titus art; 
| his and Titus's benignity towards the Jewiſh 


i 


people 276 
Veſtments ſacerdotal | | | 60 
' Veſtment of a:virgin T4 1863 
Victims that £125 $ 955 97 
to be ſlain IS ' ibid 
for a ſacrifice ox, the lamb, and kid, "with their 

firſtlings and males 65 


not offered as ſacrifices the day as they are brongly 
forth, nor the dam, and not until ſeven days 


are elapſed | ">: IE 
Vidory not depofited in the multitude but i in the chearful- 
neſs of the warriors 1 


not in the number of ſoldiers, bat! in their regard 
for and obſervance of God's commands ibid 


Vindex and others revolt from Nero e . . 663 


Vinicius Marcus 5 e ene 
Viſpaſianius (M) Agrippa comes into Syria 377 


Virgins, cuſtoms among chem of endet garments 163 
Virtue its own reward = 15 


272 | 


11 K 


Virtues the molt e among — 86 


Vitellius preſident of Syria entertained by the Jews 1 in a 
moſt magnificent manner 


80 
his expedition s, king Aretas 50 
ſent againſt Artabanus 437 
begins to act againſt Aretas ibid 
declared emperor after Otho and flain 671 
Vitellius Proculus | 473 
Vine, golden in Herod's temple .. 379 
golden one at Jeruſalem, ſent to Rome by Pompey 

2 
_ Ummidius preſident of. Syria 484 
Vologaſus or Velogeſus king of Parthia 481 
declares war againſt the Izati | ibid 
Voluminius procurator | 19 
Venones 434 


Vow of Jephta of offering his daughter a ſacrifice was 
neither lawful in itſelf nor acceptable to God 


112 
Voice heard in the temple 714 
Ures king of the Midianites 83 
Uriah ſlain 160 
Urias hihh-prieſt 240 


Uſury forbid to the Hebrews, alſo letting money by the 


week | 1 
Uz ſon of Aram 
Uxus : ibid | 
| X. 
Xanthicos W 10 
Xerzes ſucceeds Darius 256 
his letters to Eſdras : ibid 
\ . | 
Zabel dynatt of Arabia | 392 
Zabidus an Idumean | 766 
Zabud 5 443 
Zacharia s king of Iſrael | 224 
f his death 22 * 
Zacharias a prophet | 254 
his prediction | ibid 
Zacharias fon of Baruch  _ 657 
murder'd in the middle of the temple 658 
Zacharias ſon of Phalæus 653 
Zacharias kills Amaſa 226 
Zamares | 201 
his death | 202 
Zamaris a Jew from Babylon 409 


Zambrias or Zimri his harangue againſt Moſes 2 
Zaræus an Ethiopian makes an expedition againſt Aſamet 


200 
Zebes king of the Midianites 109 
Zebinas ſee Alexander | | 

Zebules a traitor | | | 111 
Zelots people ſo called | 648 
Zene called Cotylas a tyrant at Fiuladelphia 525 
Zenodocus, his death 377 
Zeuxis | | 277 
Zimri a ſeditious man 2 | 82 
Zizus an Arabian 319 
Zodmielus . | & | 254 
Zoilus a tyrant 316 
Zorobabel- 
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Albinus made procurator in the room of” rellus 


A complete I NP E X to the 


Hiſtory of Philo's Embaſſy to 


Caligula, Cellarius's Diſſertation W Father HARDO UI N, 
and the Supplemental Hiftory of the HERO DS; containing 
as well the Regions, Cities, Riyers, Mountains, Oc. as the 
Proper Names mentioned in theſe Treatifes. 


Cronia polis is Nain by failors - 42 
Adminius the fon of Cynobellinus — Fe 
Britain | 


ſurrenders himſelf to Caligula 51 
Emilius Scarus, tortured by Tiberius 907 
Agrippa ſon of Ariſtobulus made king, and changes his 


name to Herod _ 885 
murders St. James the apoſtle ibid 

ſmitten by Go p at Cæſaria ind 

Agrippa the ſecond ſucceeds him ibid 
Agrippa Pohhumus ſon of Julia poiſoned by Livia s di. 
rection 895 
Agrippa thrown into priſon by Tiberius 917 
Agrippa's ſpeech to Claudius 928 
Agrippa ſon of Herod Agrippa made king of Calchis 933 
Agrippa ki g comes to Alexandria 803 
comes to Cajus | 908 

his letter in favour of the Jews dog 

Agrippa his death Fi 27" £5. 


Agrippina her cruelty 34 
ſettles a colony i in the I of her nativity, 


called Colonia Agrippina 935 
which is nom called Cologn in Germany tbid- 
in a fit of paſſion threatens Nero _ 939. 
expelled the palace by him 942 
comes to Bauli to viſit Nero ibid 
extremely well receivel -. _ thie 
Nero's ſpeech to her Tn 
order'd to be drown d. | bid 
Lain by Anicetus | e 
her dying words and behaviour | 54 


Abba 4 mountain, a ſhower of blood falls there 951 

Aluni or the Aluns a people of Scythia 5 
make an irruption into Med! 4 ; | ib 
ravage Parthia and Armenia © 


; put Ananus from the v ieſthood oy © 

Alexander's ſepulchre viſited by Octavianus Cefir 475 

Alexander and Ariſtobulus ſons of Herod carried bac] 
Judza, their extraordinary beauty 


Verte ap married to Glaphyra daughter . to the king 5 


Cappadocia 

Alexander and Ariftobulus put to death by Herod 115 
father 

Alexander an impoſlure under that name makes Alls in 
Judæa 889 
Alexander is condemned to the Gallies by the emperor 
Auguſtus 889 
Alexandra daughter of Hyrcanus, and mother of Ma- 
riamne adviſes her father to fly into Arabia 856 
Alexandrians put to death the Jews 799 
ſet up the ſtatues of Caligula 800 


Allienus Vitellius's general ſwears to Veſpaſianus 962 


Alienus and Marcellus put to death by order of the ſenate 


for a 8 975 


Anans made high-prieſt 
put; to death James the juſt 7914 
Andræas ſent for to court 826 


Annzus who he was 942 
the ſame called in the Acts Junius Galio ibid 


Anicetus admiral of Nero's gallies 94.2 
directs Agrippina to be drown'd. ibid 
Antigonus defeared by Ptolemy 826 
Antigonus ion of Ariſtobulus his deſigns 846 
marches into Judæa ibid 
Antiochus Epiphanes put todeath forty thouſandJews 883 
dies molt miſerably 884 


Antiochus king of Comayene 


974 
enters into private r with the 
king of Parthia ibid 


Antlochus brought a bridge into Syria 


ſet at liberty by Veſpaſian, and well reedlred 
at Rome bbid 
Antipas ſon of Herod goes to Rome by the advice of Sa 
lome ">" "BOO 
I his projects there CY e 
Antipater put to death by Herod 883 
* fon of Herod Merempes to murder His father 
y poiſon 91 
Antronges or Anthronges his attempt to make himſelf 
king 888 
| put to death by Gratus ve 
Antonia the daughter of Claudius pur to death by Nero 
for refuſing to marry him 948 
Antonius or Anthony comes to Athens with his new wife 
Octavia oo es IH 
out of jealuuſy ti turn out Ventidius jbid 
| parts with Octavia who goes to Traly 250 
| brings king Artabazes and his famil P priſoners 
* - to Alexandria 852 
makes a ſolemn teſtament _ Fe 53 
declares Cleopatra lawful wiſe of Julius Cœlar 
and Cæſarion his heir ibid 
his fleet revolt ro Octavianus IPs 858 
he kills himſelf a ibid 
Antyllus the eldeſt ſon of Anthony by Fulvia, put ta 
death by Auguſtus 959 


Apelles the tragedian inſtigates Caligula againſ che _ Ws 
| 'F 
Apelles put to death by Caligula's . 3bid 


\pis an Egyptian God | 359 
rabians import gold & $33 
Archelaus the obſectioms of Farber. Hardoui rojoſephus 5 
. gages "__ 1 Joſ x 4 FI IS $39 
; anſwered an ephus defende . 1510 
Archelaus declared king on the e of his father po 
+ 
divxvorces his wife and marries . Glaphyra his 
' "brother's wiſe $90 
ung Pg 75 &; for mal-adminiſtration by the 5 
42 93 
EL married iche renice daughter of Salome $68 
Fol æus his letter to Philocrates 815 
Artabanus king 305 1 My 95 ; 
: roacnes- Ii Hips or cri „ 21: 
ARR Er an 1. 
taken by CEE” 3 ibid 
- Artaxias king of Armenia 367 
ſlain by his ſubjefts | ibid 
Aſcalon.a famous city of Paleſtine $05 
its inhabitants oppreſs the Jews ibid 
Aſtaticus put to death thro' Vitellius 954 
Athenion Cleopatra's general betrays Herod $53 


8 cured of a dangerous ditemper by Antoni 
la 8 
takes upon him the high- pr ĩeſthood at 2 
* Givides the Jewiſh kingdom among Arche 
Philip, and Ant ipas 11 
Fe aies in the ſeventy ſixth. year oz © his age r 
un verſal encomiums Ks 4 
His laſt will and teſtament , 6 
is character | ce 77 
ny 3 what time his ſepulehre opened of itſe 957 
Auf er Auguſta Conſtantina wite of the ene 985 
artius ibid 
the cruel murder of her children 1 þy Nero 
Aulus Plautius a young man of quality pollute 7 510 


bid 
B. 


afterwards put to death by him 
Aulus Vitellius ſee Vitellius 


* N D E K. 


| B. g 12 8815 
Babylon a ſamous city in the en * vd ehe Yor 
Hull of Jews {Hm 03 4511760. e 
Balaam his prophecy explained | 870 
Balſam Trees an accurate deſcription of them — 851 
Bardanes made king of Parthia „ 
ſlain in a hunting match by his ſubjefs ibid 


Barzaphernes puts Phafact and Hyrcanus in chains 846 
Bauli a place in deere whether New invited Agrip- 


pina 942 
Berenice ſiſter to Agrippe the ſecond is preſent at the 
hearing of St. Paul 885 
Boadicia queen of the Jews in Britain with her two 
daughters, abuſed by the Roman ſoldiers 945 
makks War on the Rom =» ibid 
vi defeated and ſlain by Paulinus Suetonius — ibid 
Boniface the third pope | RSS 
Britain revolts from Nero 944 
à war breaks out there i the yg of Titus Veſ- 
. paſian © 976 
bappily ended by Julius Agricola | 976 
Britannicus ſon of Claudius Wi 
poiſoned by Nero |, | _-} 
Burrhus becomes one of Nero's miniſters | l 
his conduct in that qualit 1bid 
poiſoned by command of Nero 9845 
Cænis the miſtreſs of Veſpaſian So oy 
her amazing memory ++ - = 
Cæſarion the fon of Julius Czſar by Cltopatta I 
put to death by Oftaviahus -. B59 
Cajaphas advanced to the high- priefthood Pn Re, 
Cejus or Caligula the ſucceſſor of Tivorins . „ 
falls ſick from luxury _ . 
ſuſpeQs the Jews _ 5 5 798 

actually acquires the empire Tia. WER 

he cauſes young Tiberius to be flain 55 

his deep diffimulation | ibid _. 
releaſes Agrippa ibid 
and makes him king over his oncle' dominions ibid 
raviſhes his three ſiſters 916 
forced his grandmother to deſtroy herſelf - idid 


invited to a wedding, he marries the bride, and 
baniſhes afterwards her and the bridegroom 917 
obliged Veſpaſian to take up dirt, in his robes out of 


the ffreet We ibdid 

ſlain by Chæ æaà and he r conſpiratos 927 

his wife and daughter! muider' d ag: | ibid 

his character ibid 
Cejus grandſon of Auguſtus ſent againſt the Armeninns 839 
obtains a great victory over them. © + ibid 
dies on his return to Rome 4117, © "09 
Czjus Appius Silunus put to death 75764 £10 434-17 "BYE 
Campania a province in Ita 9842 


Carzdace queen of Ethiopia 3 8685 
Canidius general of Anthony's "Torces dan by order of 


Octavianus - B59 
Caatius a Britiſh prince pf greut valour add condett 937 
taken and ſent priſoner to Rome I. . ibid 
his ſpeech to the emperor!) ſibid 

Cartiſmunda queen of the Brigantes | B e 14 0 :- © 
| betrays Caractus to the Romans -. | ibid 
Celer dragg'd thro? Jeruſalem then put to death — 1 
Cerealis for againſt the rebels. 968 
cuts off Julius entirely ve et 
marches againſt Claudius Civilis LN ibid 
Chriſtiens and Jews both baniſhed. Rome by the ene 
Claudius | 949 
1 they leave ieren ;: | e 
laudiyy Czfar made emperor by force 929 
addicted io gluttory and drunkenneſs bid 
his kindneſs? to Herod Arr. — 
lands in Britain- 1bid 


comes back to Rome in ſix months + ibid 
marries Aptippina daughter to his brother 


Germanicus 034 
takes his daughter Octavia from Silanus 
her husband ibid 


gives her to Nero ſon of Agrippina © ibid 
zdopts bim and declares him his fucteſſor 


in prejudice of his own fon ibid 

poiſoned in a muſhroom: by his wife Aprip- 

pina | | 85 937 

Oliadius * bis cheracter idid 
a vilis after many battles procures at laſt a 1225 
Cleopana Wh with Herod 1 8 3 32 


—% 


Cleopatra endeavours to ſeduce him eee den os 
00 in deſpair kitts herfetf- ' 858 
Comet, one of ſingalar bigneſs preceded. the death of 
Veſpaſian 5 977 
Conjurer, foretells to Agrippina that her ſon ſhoula be 
erfipef6r;/ and put her to death | 939 
Copenlus made governor of Juden | 893 
Corbulo made general of the eaſtern ay 3 
| his character 3 3bid 
his victory gained in Armenia 3 
put to death by Nero 3 
hib ſpeech, behaviour, Sc. . 
Cotnelius Tacitus commits a groſs ilk ia hola of 
chronol 


4 
Cornelius the grandſon” of Pompey conlpires ageioft ay 


guſtus 89 
ardon'd and promoted to the conſulate ibid 
Cornelius Licd one of Galba's favourites 955 
the rulliery of the people on them ibid 
their abominable adminiſtration —' ibid 
Coftobarus husband of Salome put to death by Herod 863 
Cremona the terrible laughter Ne, 0, — 9 
manus baniſhed = . '9 35 
Demetrius his aſſiſtance in the LN rrnflcio 35 
his preſent to Eleazar | ibi 
Didius ſent into Britain | | 926 
Domitian and Macianus their ill conduc | on 
Veſpaſian's letter fo them; - wid 
his extravagancies in his father the emperor's 
e Þſence.. ibid 
takes Domitia. Longing from her husband ibid 
falls into melancholy thro' fear ibid 
diveris himſelf with killing flies ibid 
ſuppos'd to have poiſon'd his brother 976 
ordered the domeſticks to quit the room before 
Titus expired 977 
es to Rome and declares himſelf emperor ibid 


delle and Soſius choſen conſuls at Rome 853 


| Paſs a decree againſt Octavianas - tbid 
Domitius the orator gains the favour of Caligula by diſſi- 
. +, mulation | 922 
Domitius made conſul 923 
Domitius Corbulo ſent for nome by Claudius and honoured 
With a ttiumph 934 
Domitius father of Nero 937 
his character of his ſon ibid 
Doriphorus keeper of the records _ 939 
a Vaſt ſum given him by Nero | 1bid 
Dorotheus treats the Jews according to their own * 
Kc. 


835 
Doſitheus betrays Hyrcanus who is put to death by { ned 


5 
Dame of a blind man and lame man, , that they ſhould 


de cured by Veſpaſiun 0 966 
a remarkable one of Veſpaſian' 5 977 
ſeveral others 5917, > » WG 
Drofill ſiſter to Agripps the ſecond, and wiſe to Fix 
the governor 885 
Druſus fon of Tiberius very cruel | goz 
poiſoned by Sejanus . Il bid 
8 E. Ge TIE 88 | ; f 5 
Egypt reduced into a Roman province et. a 
Eleazar the high prieſt his letter io Ptolemy 819 
Eleazar the elder 1 prayer 827 
Eleszar made high prieſt in the room of Joazar his bro. 
ther 7- 090. 
Eupbrates Weſhes'Parthia, Siriviitia dad Scythia. 792 
Euſebias his,teſtimony of Joſephus _ | 837 
F. 


Feltus made governor of Judza in the room of Felix 941 


- bis death 944 
Felix made governor of Samaria and preſident of Judza 934 
marries Druſilla ſiſter to Agrippa ibid 
kills a vaſt number of Jews +1244". 064 
Flaccus brought to Rome 920 

firſt baviſhed and afterwhrds put to death by order 
of Tiberius | i ibid 
Florus ſucceeds Albinus in Judza | 946 
governs very cruelly - | 947 
Flavia Domitilla the wile of Veſpalian | 989 
her death | a ibid 

Flavius Joſephus commended by Jeroni 982 837% 
F lavious and Aſper put to death | 3 1 947 
5 . - _ their ſpeeches and behaviour "I did 
Flavius Veſpalian his triump⅛m:mm 27 199 42 


Flavius 


I YN D E X. 


Flaviu Veſpaſian his deſcent | 64 » 5611 £1: 565 
his character as a private man 966 
his-remarkable dream 967 
made governor of Syria 951 

; conquers the Jews. ibid 


ſends his ſon Titus with 5 Agrippa to Rome, 

and reduces the country about nn 957 
declared emperor by. the legions 
aſſumes that dignity 


his friends burned in the capitol 963 
8 declared emperor by the ſenate 965 
| and his ſons Titus and Dom tian Czfars ibid 
forced to tax the people that r 967 
pillage the Egyptians 968 
inſtances of his covetouſneſs 969 


takes Cznis a ſreed woman to live with him as a 


concubine , bid 

noble buildings erected by him 972 

his interpretation of his dream 977 

his death in the ſixty d year of bis age ibid 

his elogium KAR agg  ..>- id 

Gabriel the angel ſane to the bleed virgin Mary 878 

Gadias put to death by Herod 863 

Gaditanus his journey to ſee Livy the hiſtorian 837 

Galba procleimed emperor in Spain 2 

his publick entry into Rome 954 

his extraordinary c ruelt ibid 

murdered moſt infamouſly 956 

his head carried to Otho | ibid 
r #5 9TH ibid 


Galleria wife of Vitellius her pride 4044 ignorance 960 
Galler: as Maximinus author of the tenth Ferſecution, 
his death 884 
Gallicus an orator thrown into the Tiber by the com- 
mand of Claudius 


935 

Gallus put todeath | e 904 
Gaza a city 823 
Germans rebel under the condudt of Claudius Civilis 967 
aAand are render'd formidable by him 1bid 
Germanicus adopted fon of Tiberias ſtiled Cæſar 897 


- made governor of all the provinces bey ond 
the Ægean ſea | 


900 
| poilon'd b by Piſo by order of Tiberius ibid 
his character and children ibick 
Gotarzes murders his brother Artabanus king of Parthi a 
f de eee 9 933 
uſurps the kingdom e e e 


| ibid 


4 


Harden father, charges — with miſtakes our 


| Herod ſon of Antipater., 
charges him with many other faults. 131 
thoſe charges refuted . {bi 
Helicon A Laue perſuades Caligula to perſecute the Jews 
802 
ut to death by Claudius Certwalcas Ceſar 805 


Heraclitus ſucceeds Phocas in the empire 885 


oi ders that tyrant to be burned ibi 
Hieroſoly ma ice Jeruſalem To ya „ 01 5 | 
Herod the limirs of his kingdoms a 928 


Herod the tetrarch, and king Agripps,n diſpute © CONCErR= 
ing them 


840 

Herod king of Calchis who he was 842 
diſpute about -it ; ibid 
Herod flies by night rowards Maſhda | 847 
attack d by a party belonging to Antigonus - ibid 
arrives ſafe in Idumæa : ibid 

is aſſiſted by his brother Joſeph ibid 


made king of lacan by auen and Marcus 
Antonius 


: ibid 
recovers Galilee ibid 
ſubdues the places held for Antigonus 849 
purges the country trom thieve: in id 


obtains a ſignal victory over the Arabians 854 
a viſes Ant 20 by letter to put Cleopatra to death 
r advice rejected, he ſides with Odavianus ibid 

des to Octav ianus. at Rhodes 


857 

** is mighty well received there ;bid 
his grief for- Mariamne, his fi cknels 862 

2 his recovery 863 
his beneficence in the time of famine 865 


falls in love with Mariamne the daughter of Si- 

mon the prieſt ibid 
makes her facher high prieſt ibid 
marries this ſecond Mariamne "WOE 
tends his Tons by the firſt Mariamne to Rome 866 
hey are well reciyed ibid 


Joſe ph Herod's brother tells Warane his order to put 


Herod's Led againſt rebuilding the temple e67 
- ſends the wiſemen to find out the infant J=svs 891 
cauſes the male infants in — to be mur- 
dered | * ibid 
his terrible death | 893 
Herod Agrippa ſon of Ariſtobulus + 913 
in great diſtreſs flies to Rome ibid 
is generouſly relieved by Antonia mother of Ger- 
- _ manicus - - vis ibid 
cauſes St. James to be put to deck 930 
is eaten by worms bid 


Herod Antißes baniſhed by Catignls 920 
Herod king of Chalcis his death +5 
Herodius daughter of Ariſtobulus 


Herods the hiſtory of chem as written by Joſephus 2 
fended ; | 837 


Tacob's prophecy explained | | 
Icene a people of Britain inhabiting Norfolk, Suffolk 
Huntingdonſhire ahd 5 


5 

ſubdued by Plautius 7510 
Idumza a country 822 
Jericho utterly ruined 8,8 
Jz=svs Cnx1sST pur to death 909 
h's reſurrection 8 ibid 

account of his life and miracle 910. 

Jewiſh women five hundred of them delivered up to the 
parthians 856 
ambaadors their oration 5 inf Archelaus 888 

Jews prodigi::us numbers of them come to Petronius 806 
greatly honoured by Prolemy i $:7 

they revolt in Judza | 887 

are expelled Italy 952 
thirty thouſand periſh in . tumult 054-5 03 
rebel againſt the Romans | 9;8 
rebel a ſecond time, and put many of the Romers to 
death 950 

_ war among themſelves which occaſi ions vaſt ſlaugh- 

| rers 961 
they defeat the Romans i in a ſally 70 
an account of their ſeditions during the hoge of Je- 

: ruſalem 971 
ſeven hundred and fifteen thouſand and fourſcore 
die by famine 2044 
eleven hundred thoufand ſlain” - +, 1bid 


nin 7 os chouſand priſoners ibid 
John the Baptiſt put to death by HeroT | - 583 
an account of his preaching dna 93 420 
exclaims againſt Herod Antipas idid 
beheaded in priſon | ibid 

John of Giſcala ruſhes wih his party into the temple 
with ſwords 33 
they kill Eleazar ys all is tacton ibid 
Jonathan his paraphraſe on the prophets was written a 
. ſmall time before Chriſt SF 869 
Jonathan an unpofior does grout! miſchief 974 


Joppa a cit 7 tes 822 
Jordan a river 823 


her to death + - 175 
he is put to death by — of: Herod | 
Joſeph admoniſhed by an Angel, brings the child Irsvs 
to Nazareth 7:50 10 $36 
Joſephus taken niſms by Veſpaſiah | 952 
dy command of Titus mee, the ves to ſub- 
miſſion in vain oy" 9.919 970 
Ifaiah his prophecy | en, $90 
Iſhmael the high⸗prieſt, Chelcias 3 of the ſacred 
_ treaſure, and ten more are carried to Rome 944 
by the favour of Sabina Popp# they - Seen 5 
requeſts 
Iſidorus his ſpeech to Caligula againſt the Jews 
Judas a Gaulonite excites a ſedition | 
Judæa a dreadful earthquake there 
a great famine there 
is overun with thieves, magicians and aſſaſſins 918 


851 


Julia the wife of Agr ppa daughter to Auguitus 5 
bears him two > ſons Cajus and Lucius 958 
wife of Tiberius | 995 
baniſhed for her adultery $99 
Julia Druſilla daughter of Caligula 4s 
remarkable for cruelty bi 
Julius Montanus a Roman ſenator As 
huis wife raviſhed by Nero 603 

Julius Sabinus declares himſelf © æſar 


he overcomes the Segani who zababit 150 
| gundy | e 


julun 


tr N EL 


Nitanor the phyſician 826 
2 Juſius Sabinus after living nige 2 under ground is * 1 PLA ” dach Dorthe ibid 
e ee . ibid Nicolas of Damaſcus his miſtake 844 
© his character | bis ſpeech for Archelaus . 
8 ny 965 Nile the famous river of Egypt 1 = 
Lex Regia a copy the a id Numidius Quadratus governor of Syria 5 
Liciales M ucianus W Lee | wic — . governor of Judza, and Ce: der 
eaten | the tribune to be try'd for their offences 
Livia the widow of Auguſtus and mother of Tiberius dies 904 as : * Did 
her age ard character pan : | 
Livy the hiſtorian his death Octavianus a medal of him 839 | 
Loilta Paulina daughter of Marcus Lollias a = | married to Livia Druſilla daughter to Livius f 
marries Cajus Druſug 850 
| murder'd by command of Agrippin 434 | exhibits a long charge againſt _ in the 
Lollius ſent with Cajus to Armenia = ſenate "1053 | 
Lucan the poet put to death by 3 415 vyoanquiſhes him at Actium 855 
Lucius Vnellius made 8 — x =. Jeruſalem ibid ſee tarther under Auguſtus * ned 
comes e Pp * was Compile 
makes Jehan high preft | _ Onkelos when the Targum under his name 7969 
Lucius Piſo adopted by Vitellius Oracles heathen put to ſilence WT 
Lutonius Priſcus 8 1 8 by Tiberius 346 Ordovices habit north wales 4 4936 
Lyſanius prince of Colchis THY king of hi flive grief for the death 
222 eee! into an agreement with Bazzaphernis 35 — pad 20 Parthia his exce £ $49 
Lyſimachus put to death by Herod 3 Oftorious dies of grief "1: "990 
M. 79 5 Ocho in bigh favour with Nero | | 941 
Macro and his wife put to death by Cajus 2 | bis ſpcech to that Emperor did 
Macro and Laco preferred to the poſt 5 we) wy 2 54 : declared Emperor himſelf 5 956 
hd aichus Pu to death the embaſlador of Her 912 his troops treacherouſly flain by Vitellivls  9gg8 
Marcellus m:de governor of Syria 975 he who brings him the news kills himſelf ibid 
Marcos Silanus e 3 917 his oration to his army | 19 
cuis his throat e CY di | 1 id 
Mariamne ſent to Maſſada with her mother under the oo | v4 et * love for him 970 
t Joſeph | r | ds. be bo. | 4bid 
TY accuſed ee ee 0: 1 * — ng 5 de £ 956 
boiſon Herod | ; 1 vas. 3 55 09 
her 17 ourite eunuch put to the rack = Ovid the poet dies in Pon "p eli Wee wo * 9 | 
Put to death berſelf 86 Pacorus ſlain by Ventidius ng $49 
her character i ; death b oder of Nero 
Matthias demands judgment ain Hed s friends ers Pætus Thraſea and Soranus pat to 5 8 
©» tle matter is xeſerred to Auguſtus FILE 3 3 ſpetchen 20 b 1 ibid 
Mauritius Capadox emperor NINE NE: © | 885 Pallas diſtingu ſhed as a chief juſtiee of Rem: 935 
ee e | $876 Paribia the King thereof ſends an inſolent letter to Vel- 
Micænas favourite of Auguſtus his death | mts | paſian 15 9 | — 977 
Meredemus the Ecetrian philoſopher 1 Hug Veſpaſians's mid a FI N | bid 
ä | f Paulina the wife of Seneca opens her veins in order to die 
Meherdates his ears cut off by Gonne K 933 ee | | 947 
Mela the father of Lucan and Ae Novatus brot - - he's famed by Nero 4,74 
Seneca put to death | der'd t Ockevianus b the treachery of 
M. ſ[lina the wife of Claudius tle emperor | 99, P . n / 847 
a moſt .mpudent cruel woman | a 3 Peryphorus and Pallas poiſon'd by Nero 33 
e eee n eee "bid Peter and Paul the apoltles gh en? a 3 OST 
ee 8 ſpouſes C:jus Petronius governor of Syria „ 
in the emperor's abſence openly eſpouſes 8 4 ordered to march againſt the Jews bid 
Silanus 15 ; difpofiri | 807 
on account of her wickedneſs put to death ” id pe hg Nia "OY 5 65 
Michah h's prophecy | - 3 Phaſael daſhes out his own brains 8 the wall of bis 
Mitra a god of the Armenians Es py | priſon | 847 
Moſes the legiſlator 65 Pi eis country | „„ a 886 
Macianus by heavy taxes fills the emperor s reaſury 907 Philip the ſecond-of Spain biss 1 885 
Natciß | q 2 SPP 935 Philip ſon of Herod the Great his death os charafer 912 
areiſſus impoſes groſly on f Pontus late { e goverrot 
ks q 11 by command of Agrippina 997 Philo Judzus his character 0 | "_ 12 10 8 hes 
Necroma cers folly of their predictions Bo. 11 1 A a3 885 
Nero at ſeventecn aſſumes the empire di 1 7 Phoc 8 N 5 of Heraclitus {Be „ ..201 
iir ſpecch=s on that A 2 8 hk * bd Phraates murders his father and broihers | 860 
tne fange i Piſo condemned to death for Germanicus's murder kills 
he behaves with great oy ard juſtice 8 938 _ bimſelf 5 g20 
nde Acte a lave of Agzipplaa'ofor kls eee Pi lo and deneca conſpire againſt Nero 947 
EE | d — they are diſcover'd by Milichus ; 1bid 
lorces Sabina Poppæ from her husband, and marries Piſo' s and Galba's ſchoo' maſters put to death 956 
ber to Otho | | "00 Poleman marries Dynumis heireſs of Pontus 868 
debauches her himſelf : „ d 935 | 
ewe the need body of his mother 943 Polibius Rp Yancey f Thdza 907 | ; 
= Or O * a ; | WW. 
dem pts to angle his wite Octuis + ibid on Oe Ibid 2 
baniſh@s her to Bandataria | ibid PIR tranſmits to Tiberius an account of our Saviour's 
Ear: ec Jabin "4 the wife of O. ho 5 big 2 death and reſurrection GI I 
pus Og -tavia to death n on a complaint of the Samaritans ſent to juftify 1 
murders bis aunt ES It before the emperor * 912 I 
UT: Sporus & yourg man, as be dreſſed like 5 A Te — þ on P | — , 
"65 he = OM | 7 hangs nimſelf 913 : 
Z bote Greece 8 q A d Poppza Sabina forced ſrom her husband 941 | 
lte crue'ly there - OW Fo married to Nero 948 il 
" : *reiura cats of a conſpiracy at Naples 95 ! kills her by a kick when with child ibid 75 
> Uream FO ibid * 
Li-K'S e magnificent entry into Rome ibid Ni the pat "EI general « officer by Claudius 93 c 
"Inge Dod a fidler in his chariot ibid 617 
'S Coma; dy behaviour at his death 953 Prodigies ſeen in Rome 32 
cugractet ibid Polen ais a city z 
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Piolemy king his letters to \ Eleafar cent 917; e 

his magnificent preſents to the Jews 819 

Ppihagoras married to Nero 948 

"Pp appears dreſſed as a woman and filed empreſs 
i 


| _ afts the pars of a e , and pretends to be 


5 io labour 2; ibid 


Quintus Petitius Cerealis and Antonius Primus ſent with an 


army to Rome. 994 
© they take the city add commit moſt horrid out- 
ei nee | . 
Rhada wigus kirg of Armenia depaſed | 941 
| 22 a river Bs . 795 
| e le of orm a feſtiv | di 
oe . of naue Auguſtus 865 
is burned by Nero 946 
that ban laid on the chriſtians ibid 
fl lt perſecution raiſed thereon , - 2... Ibid 
Rubellius Pontus nearly related to Auguſtus 940 
plqts with Agrippina againſt her ſoa ibid 
Rufus rebels againft Nero 852 
| demoliſhes his 1 ibid 
| Sabina adviſes Nero to murder his mother 942 
_., fee farther Poppzxa | | 
Sadoc a Pharaſee bead of a faction 894 
Salome accuſes Mariamne 10 Herod. of being too familiar 
with Joſeph 851 
ber death 1 894 
Szwaria a city | 822 
Sebeſte a city called in Latin Auguſia 864 
Sejanus his adminiſtration gol 
executed 7 | 902 
bis yn. . 5 907 
b neca overnor to Nero 7-0 : 937 
Y "OM character ibid 
his death by cominend of Nero 947 
Seres now called Chineſe inventors of filk 864 
Sibylis their prophecies of Chriſt. "Es 1 848 
Simon calls Kimſe)t king c 4 888 
95 buras the palace of Jericho ibid 
is taken by Graius and beheaded ibid 
Sohemus put to death by Herod 860 
Statilia Meſſalina Wie of Atticus Veſtinus _ to marry 
Nero : 5 947 
ber husband murder'd ibid 
Stephen the protomartyr ſtoned 912 
Sulpitius Cyreoius made governor of Judza 893 
5 he makes Angus bigh- prieſt ibid 
Sudinius Gallus baniſhed by Claudius 933 
: put to Cajus *. 796 
Temple of Jeruſalem taken by Titus and burned 971 
of Onigs deſtroyed by the command of Veſpaſian 
. | 974 
Theodocles a tragick poet firuck blind, &c. 835 
Theopompus ſtruck with a frenzy thirty days ibid 
Thermuſa poiſons Phraates king of Panbih her eden 867 
Thraſillus & famous aſtrologer W 890 
= his predictions to Tiberius | ibid 
Tiberius ſon of Druſus put to death 50; 22068 
Tiberius Cæſar marries Julia widow to Agrippa 872 
leaves Rome in diſcontent 876 
meets Cajus in the iſle of Chio with great reſp 
5 9 
returns to Rome and is adopted by the W 
Auguſtus 
he adopts Germanieus 


behaves extreamly well in the army for nine 7 
92 
returns to Rome and triumphs thrice 894 


a Zacharias an angel appears to him and foretels the ry 


ES 


. Cæſar is raiſed to a ſhare in the empire 
ſueceeds to the empire 

reiires to the iſle of Capriæ 898 

his monſtrous cruelty 02 


_— to place our Saviour among the 0 en 

gods 

that being refuſed he forbids on pain of Nb ay 
to Execute the chriſtians bid 

his death and character 


Tiberius Alexander made governor of Jade Inflead of 
Cuſpus Fadus 


Tigellinus made commander of Nero's guards 4:4 
Tigrenes made king of Armenia 3 
Tigtanocerta a city of Atmenia n ibid 
taken by Corbulo ibid , 
Tiricates comes to Rome e 
his mean ſubmiſſion to Nero | 1b:d 
Titus — and Sentius Saturnia us made joint gover- 


nors of Syria > 


Tizus Veſpaſian importunes his fatber to lighten the 44 
to the people 


his father's anſwer _ ah 4 4 
beſieges Jeruſalem the time of the palſorer ibid 


takes the north part of the city 0 


| ſends overtures of peace to the Jews which they wet, 
commands his ſoldiers to demoliſh the temple: to its 
very founda ion | 971 

| fulfills thereby the prediction of Cbriſt 1bid 
enters Rome in triumph with his facher 3 
the ſenate give him as well as Ki 5 FRO: the To of 

_ emperor - | 2 ibid 
falls in love with queen gerenice 


he keeps her as his wife Sd 
hi. character before he was emperor 973 
bis extraordinary goodneſs afrerwards ibid 
his death in his forty ſecond year 799 
the whole empire mourn for him ibid. 
. deſcription of his perſon 977. 
an account of bis fine 'ayings wid || 
Valerius Gratus made governor of Judæa 89; 
Varus quels a rebellion 88! 
accuſed of ;;reat miſdemeanors in Syria 8g 
a german foldter cuts out an advocate s tongue tot 
defrauding bim ibi 
Ventidius puts the Parthian army to flight e 
kills the Parthian general ibd 
encam ps before Jeruſalem | 843 
received with reſpect at Rome | $49 
Virgilianz Sortes what they were, how introduced 901 
Vitellius marches againſt Artabanus 914 
cauſes Arſaces king of Armenia to be murdered v9! 
makes Theophilus high prieſt 916 
the empire offered him 956 


commanded by the ſenate to ackeonlegh Otho 958 
the army give him the ſirname of Germanicus 950 


puts to death the murderers of Galba' - bd 

enters Rome 5 | goo 

his execrable reign \ | h jad 
murders all his creditors - 96 
hangs all the conjurers . 

agrees to reſign the empire to Veſpeſian GH 

put to a moſt cruel death 956 
Vologeſe: king of Parthia 933 | 
reſtores his brother to the kingdom of Aron | 
TY. * 

Vonones made king of Parthia | 933 


dies ſoon after ibid, 
2. 


St. John the Baptiſt 
I he is put to death by Herod 
Zenodorus amedaÞ of him 
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